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District career center offers 
real-world experiences

Katy ISD preps students for workforce

Residential, road projects cover landscape 

Growth continues in 
southwest Katy area

By August, Falcon Landing Boulevard—which borders Tompkins High School—will 
open to four lanes with a curb-and-gutter system in time for the start of school.

By Carrie Thornton

In the fall of 2012, Katy ISD 
released a demographic study 
which noted housing project 
starts accelerated 22 percent 
from 2011 within the district, 
and the number of available lots 
decreased 26 percent. 

By 2017, there will be nearly 
12,000 new single-family homes 
in the district, and southwest 
Katy accounts for more than half 
of that total, according to the 
study.

Th e increase is evident in the 
area surrounding Obra D. Tomp-
kins High School, which is set 
to open this fall. Cinco Ranch 
Northwest, Marshall Oaks and 
Westlake are among several new 
residential developments. Cinco 
Ranch Northwest alone will pro-
vide more than 1,100 home sites.

“Home sales in all of Cinco 
Ranch are very robust,” said Jen-
nifer Taylor, vice president of 
marketing for Newland Commu-
nities. 

Cinco Ranch Northwest 
opened last year with four sec-
tions with more than 300 lots, 

she said, and an additional sec-
tion opened earlier this year. 
Another two sections are set to 
open in the fall.

Cinco Ranch Northwest cur-
rently off ers homes in six sec-
tions, about one third of the 
entire development.

Th e newest players to the 
southwest sector’s residential 
scene line Greenbusch Road 
in between Gaston Road and 
Westheimer Parkway. Westlake 
is owned by Meritage Homes, 
which builds in six other Katy 
area neighborhoods. Marshall 
Oaks is across Greenbusch Road 
from Westlake, and it is owned 
by D.R. Horton. 

Representatives with Meritage 
Homes and D.R. Horton said 
homesites in Westlake should 
become available by the end of 
the year, and Marshall Oaks con-
struction is scheduled for fall, 
with homes for sale in early 2014.

Phil Huff man, a real estate 
agent with Keller Williams, said 
home sales in general in the 
southwest area are “red hot.”

“Builders just can’t build 

By John Rigg

In response to Houston’s growing job mar-
ket, Katy ISD has added several new pro-
grams and courses aimed at preparing stu-
dents for the professional world. 

By giving students a jump start into col-
lege and the workforce and providing them 
with opportunities to earn professional certi-
fi cations, students are able to better focus on 
their particular fi eld of interest as they near 
graduation, said Steve Stanford, KISD direc-
tor of communications.

Th e district has off ered diff erent programs 

through the Career and Technical Education 
program as well as within the Miller Career 
and Technology Center by incorporating 
hands-on curriculum and allowing students 
to earn or prepare for various certifi cations 
and obtain specialized skill sets.

“All of our programs at the Miller Career 
and Technology Center meet the needs of the 
Houston-area job market in some way,” said 
Anna Webb-Storey, principal of the MCTC. 
“For example, there are several car dealer-
ships along I-10. We have a phenomenal 
automotive technology program. Th e health 
care fi eld continues to grow, and we believe 
we are meeting the needs for this particular 
job market.”

houses fast enough,” he said.
Th e addition of Tompkins 

High School is appealing to buy-
ers, Huff man said. And as KISD 
considers adding two elementary 
schools to the southwest area of 
the district, the area is likely to 
fi ll even faster. 

At its Dec. 10 meeting, the  
KISD Board of Trustees approved 
an architect to draw construction 
plans for schools in Pine Mill 
Ranch and Cross Creek Ranch. 
In April, the board will review 

construction bids for possible 
approval and the schools could 
be open by August 2014.

“Many homeowners look for 
schools in the area [they are buy-
ing] and how far away they are,” 
Huff man said. “[Schools] always 
add value to a community, and 
Katy’s schools are top notch.”

Road improvements
Fort Bend County is using 

funds from the 2007 Mobility 
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Stay local. Go mobile.

Community Impact Newspaper’s 
hyperlocal news and deals are now 

available in a mobile-friendly format.
Source: Katy ISD
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Lake-A-Pal       za

Towne

•  Variety of free activities and games
•  Water sport exhibitions
•  Kayaking and paddle boarding
•  Unique food vendors
•  Event proceeds benefit Living Water International
Personal Lawn Chairs & Towels are Welcome!

Visit our Welcome Center from  
April 14-21 and enter to win your  
SUMMER VACATION*!

Plus, visit each of our model homes  
and enter to win great prizes!

Welcome Center
18915 San Saba Creek Circle
Cypress, TX 77433
281.256.2772

*Gift card amount for $2,000.

A day of fun for  
the whole family!

Sunday, April 21
12 p.m. - 5 p.m.

Homes from the $200s
TowneLakeTexas.com 
281.256.2772

WWW.WATER.CC
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Where do you do most of your local 
shopping?

                                 40%      Katy Mills Mall 

                                      26.67%   Other 

                             20%    City Centre

                    13.33%   Houston Premium Outlets in Cypress

0%   LaCenterra

Results from an unscientifi c web survey, collected 

Feb. 16–March 17, 2013

Katy is fortunate to 
have such a wonder-
ful school district to 
educate and prepare 
students for college as 
well as the workforce. 
Th e Miller Career Center 
gives KISD students 
the opportunity to 
strengthen their skill sets 
with college and career 
preparation programs. 

Students can partici-
pate in a variety of programs, including veterinarian, 
pharmaceutical, hospitality, engineering and design. 
Th e community is invited to eat at the Old Town Bistro 
that is run by culinary students or make an appoint-
ment for cosmetology services. Th ere is great support 
from local businesses as well as the community in many 
of these programs.  

With the opening of Tompkins High School, Fort 
Bend County has been busy with road projects to 
accommodate the need for better traffi  c fl ow. New 
communities are being built, existing communities are 
expanding and there are more retail businesses open-
ing. Th e southwest sector of Katy is seeing much needed 
road expansions and extensions. It has been great to see 
the roads that will connect and provide ease of access to 
the growing area.  

Th ank you for all the emails and messages I have 
received. I truly appreciate your comments and the 
feedback from our Web stories and print articles.  I look 
forward to the opportunity to provide you with more 
local and useful news. Please continue following us on 
Facebook and Twitter.        
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COMMUNITY FEEDBACK
TAKE THE POLL LAST MONTH’S POLL RESULTS

What changes would you like see made 
in your area of town?

  Road improvements

  More shopping options

  More restaurants

  Park improvements or additions

  Pedestrian-friendly efforts, such as sidewalks and paths

  All the above

  Take the poll online at impactnews.com/katy-poll

Look for the results right here in next month’s print edition of 

Community Impact Newspaper.

The southwest sector of the Katy area is undergoing a signifi -

cant amount of change with numerous new neighborhoods and 

road projects. 

In our February edition, both of our cover stories talked 

about shopping options in the Katy area from Downtown 

Katy to LaCenterra. We wanted to fi nd where Katy area resi-

dents do their spending.

Evenings and weekends available by appointment.Evenings and weekkkkends available by appointment

CONVENIENT Mammograms Right in  
Your Neighborhood!
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waxing. B.ETC can also perform on-site 
wedding and special event styling. 
281-492-0844, www.mystylisttonij.com

4  Zoës Kitchen opened its second Katy 
area location March 21st in Cinco Ranch 
at 23501 Cinco Ranch Blvd., Ste. C300. 
Th is will be the restaurant’s 83rd location 
in the country. Zoë’s features fresh sides, 
such as no-mayo slaw and potato salads 
and braised white beans with fresh 
rosemary, among others. It describes 
itself as “Mediterranean-inspired 
comfort food” and off ers gluten-free and 
vegetarian options. 281-347-1017, 
www.zoeskitchen.com

5  Silver Ranch Dental Care opened 
March 6 at 9550 Spring Green Blvd., Ste. 
410. It is the company’s 12th Houston 
location and second in the Katy area. 
Featuring Dr. Miriam Elkadiri, Silver 
Ranch off ers general dentistry services, 
crowns and bridges, cosmetic dentistry 
and periodontics. 281-574-2900, 
www.dentalworks.com

6  Visionworks opened a fi ft h Katy 
location at 6501 S. Fry Road, Ste. 100, in 
early March. Th e store sells eyeglasses, 
prescription sunglasses, designer eyeglass 
frames and contact lenses. It accepts 
a large variety of insurance providers, 
such as Davis Vision, FEP BlueVision, 
OptumHealth Vision (Spectera), Superior 
Vision, SafeGuard and Block Vision. 
281-392-4040, www.visionworks.com

7  Guitar Center Studios, the world’s 
largest musical instrument retailer for 
performers of all levels, is opened at 
24429 I-10 March 14. Th e store off ers fully 
certifi ed instructors who teach beginner 
to advanced lessons with both individual 
and group lessons for guitar, bass, 
keyboards, vocals, drums and saxophone 
available. Customers can also purchase 
home recording instruction for Pro Tools, 
Logic and Garage Band. 281-394-5390, 
www.guitarcenter.com

8  Bonefi sh Grill opened March 4 in 
LaCenterra at 2643 Commercial Center 

Now Open

1  Nails of America celebrated its 
grand opening March 8. At 9550 Spring 
Green Blvd., Ste. 426, the salon’s services 
include facials, hand and feet treatments, 
manicures and pedicures, massages and 
waxing. It is open every day and joins 
the nine other Nails of America stores 
throughout Th e Woodlands, Conroe and 

Katy. 281-769-9200, 
www.nailsofamericakaty.com

2  Once Upon a Child is now open to 
buying gently used children’s clothing, 
toys, baby equipment and other items 
at its store, 21941 I-10. It is scheduled to 
begin selling items in April, and it does 
not require appointments for individuals 
who want to sell items. Th e franchise’s 

home base is in Minneapolis, and there 
are 22 locations in Texas. 281-392-6636, 
www.onceuponachildkaty.com 

3  B.ETC Styling Studio, a multi-
cultural salon, opened in January at 3719 
Fry Road, Ste. E. It serves women, men 
and children and off ers color treatments, 
hair styling and conditioning 
treatments, as well as brow and facial 

IMPACTS
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Blvd. Th e Florida-based franchise has 
locations across the country and now fi ve 
in Texas, two of which are in the Katy 
area. Bonefi sh specializes in baked, grilled 
and fried fi sh dishes, but its menu also 
off ers chicken, steak and salads.
281-394-5099, www.bonefi shgrill.com

9  Anahi ExoticFitness, a Zumba studio, 
opened in late January at 19540 N. Clay 
Road, Ste. G. Th e studio is owned by 
Anahi Rodriguez and off ers morning 
and evening zumba classes. She will soon 
off er Zumba Core, which is designed 
to strengthen the core and tighten 
abdominal muscles. All Zumba classes 
involve dance and aerobic movements 
as well as dance, such as hip-hop, salsa, 
mambo and belly dance. 713-448-9181, 
www.anahirodriguez.zumba.com

10  BicycleWorld Express opened at 
23233 Kingsland Blvd. on March 8. 
Owned by Chris Holmes, BicycleWorld 
has three other Houston-area locations 
and sells a variety of bikes, shoes, 
clothing, helmets, bike parts and other 
cycling gear. Th e express store is smaller 
than the company’s other branches that 
it can help customers fi nd what they 
need faster. Customers can purchase 
a bike here or upgrade and tune one 
they already own. 281-556-0923, 
bicycleworldofh ouston.com

11  Sprouts Farmers Market opened its 
25,000-square-foot store at 23105 Cinco 
Ranch Blvd. on March 27. Sprouts is a 
neighborhood grocery store with the 
feel of an old-fashioned farmers market 
and has stores across the west portion 
of the country. It features fresh fruits 
and vegetables, grains, nuts, sweets, a 
full-service deli, and meat and seafood 
counters. 480-814-8016, www.sprouts.com

Spotlight Acting Academy opened in 
March and is enrolling for its summer 
classes. Led by Katie Martin, spotlight’s 
artistic director, the academy is a musical 
theater school for children ages 6–13. 
It hosts two-week sessions during the 
summer which end in performances, such 

as Godspell, Seussical Jr. and Honk! 
832-217-9864, 
www.spotlightactingacademy.com

Coming Soon

12  imortgage Inc., an Arizona-based 
private mortgage banking company, 
plans to open its second Houston-area 
branch in Katy in late April. At 21322-A 
Provincial Blvd., the branch will house 
multiple fi nancial professionals who 
will off er a variety of home fi nancing 
options. imortgage opened in 1999 and 
provides numerous mortgage products 
and programs, including fi xed- and 
adjustable-rate mortgage loans, jumbo 
loans, government mortgages and 
government assistance programs. 
713-395-6900, www.imortgage.com

13  Freddy’s Frozen Custard and 
Steakburgers is scheduled to open April 
15 in Katy Ranch Crossing at 24433 I-10 
West, Ste. 100. Th e Katy location will 
be the franchise’s second Houston-area 
location, with its fi rst in Cypress. Freddy’s 
menu features its classic single and double 
steakburger as well as chili bowls, hot 
dogs and its signature frozen custards 
with fl avors such as chocolate brownie 
delight and signature turtle. 
freddysusa.com

14  Kids R Kids of Katy Learning 
Academy plans to open its third Katy 
area location by July at 4515 FM 1463. 
Owned by Mohammed Jamil, the 
establishment has been in the area for 
eight years and off ers programs for 
infants to kindergarten students as well 
as summer camps. Kids R Kids also off ers 
extracurricular programs, including 
health and fi tness, tumbling, sports, 
dance, foreign language and technology.
281-347-5437, www.kidsrkidsofk aty.com

Relocations

15  Link Staffi  ng Services relocated to 
814 East Ave., Ste. A-1 on March 1 from 
its former location, 6193 Highway Blvd., 
Ste. 211. Managed locally by Nancy 

Reyes, Link Staffi  ng has offi  ces across 
the country and specializes in helping 
employers fi nd qualifi ed applicants and 
helping job seekers fi nd positions they 
best fi t for. It has 19 Texas locations with 
six in the Houston area. 281-347-5465, 
www.linkstaffi  ng.com

Anniversaries

16  Personal training facility ESN 
Health, owned by Ryan Koberman, 
celebrated its fi ve-year anniversary 
Feb. 11. Since opening in 2008 at 22756 
Westheimer Parkway, Ste. 160, it has 
served more than 600 individuals and 
continues to off er one-on-one and two-
on-one personal training sessions as well 
as custom nutrition plans. 281-395-0827, 
www.esnhealth.com

Expansions

17  Midway Barbecue will open a 
banquet space by the beginning of 
May at its 6025 Highway Blvd. location 
in Downtown Katy. Owner Herman 
Meyer expanded the restaurant to 
include 3,800 square feet of banquet 
hall but will still provide customers 
with catering services. Midway is a 
longtime business in the community 
and is known for its homestyle barbecue 
plates and sandwiches, including brisket, 
pork, turkey, sausage and chopped beef. 
281-391-2830, 
www.midwaybarbeque.com

18  Fitness 19 at 3111 N. Fry Road, 
Ste. 401, reopened in early March 
aft er undergoing renovations and 
a remodeling. It now features new 
machines, upgraded TVs, remodeled 
restrooms and children’s areas, upgraded 
lockers, and a new rubber fl ooring that 
extends onto the walls. Th e gym off ers 
cardio machines, free weights and circuit 
training as well as boot camp and Zumba 
group classes. 281-578-1166, 
www.fi tness19.com

News or questions about Katy? 

E-mail ktynews@impactnews.com.

Compiled by Carrie Thornton

Trevor McGrew manages Guitar Center Studios 
that opened in Katy Ranch Crossing.

7

ESN Health owner Ryan Koberman celebrated fi ve 
years in business in February.

16

Construction on Midway Barbecue’s new banquet 
hall is scheduled to be complete in early May

17

Fitness 19 upgraded its equipment, added new 
TVs and renovated its restrooms.

18
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March

31 Easter Service and Children’s Egg Hunt
The family friendly event offers Easter activities and 

games before the 10 a.m. service at New Creation Lutheran 

Church. All are welcome to receive Holy Communion. 9:45 

a.m. New Creation Church, Irene Stern Community Center, 

6920 Katy Fulshear Road, Fulshear. 832-492-5136, 

www.newcreationfulshear.org

April

05 through 06 
Quilt Show Cheers for 20 Years

The West Houston Quilter’s Guild presents the quilt 

show that features more than 200 handmade quilts 

and 30 vendors. Attendees can vote on their favorite 

quilt or quilted item. The event also features a Guild 

Market housing vendors selling handmade items. The 

featured artist is Liz Porter of Fons and Porter. Ticket 

price includes entrance for both days of the show, door 

prize chances and gifts. Free parking. 9 a.m.–5 p.m., Fri., 

9 a.m.–4 p.m., Sat. $9.50 (age 14 and up), $8 (seniors 

and children age 13 and under), Free (children under 5). 

Leonard E. Merrell Center, 6301 S. Stadium Lane. 

www.whqg.org 

06 through 07 
Fest of Tails

Cross Creek Ranch hosts this fi rst-time event celebrating 

kites and pets at its 12 new model homes open for tours. 

On Saturday, professional kite fl iers from Kites Unlimited 

launch giant-sized kits in shapes of lobsters, frogs, stingrays 

and other animals with tails stretching more than 100 feet. 

Children of all ages are encouraged to fl y the free kites 

available and take a free pet frisbee at the festival while 

supplies last. Sunday features pet-focused events and 

activities, including demonstrations and shows. 11 a.m.–4 

p.m., Sat., Noon–4 p.m., Sun.  Free. Cross Creek Ranch, at 

the intersection of FM 1463 and FM 1093. 281-344-9882, 

www.crosscreektexas.com

Vidal Ramirez
President

Katy Offi ce
281.517.8710

06 Folk Life Festival
The 28th annual festival presented by Katy ISD 

transforms Katy into scenes of the late 1800s as many 

demonstrations and activities of pioneer life are recreated. 

It features nature trails, a duck pond, and science and 

history class exhibits, as well as weaving, calligraphy, 

roping skills, corn husk and rag doll making, pottery clay, 

tin punching, Dulcimer lessons and more. This is a family 

friendly event with lessons in Texas history. 9 a.m.–5 p.m. 

$1. Kenneth D. Welch Outdoor Learning Center, 

6301 S. Stadium Lane. 

www.katyisd.org/olc/pages/folklifefestival.aspx 

13 Family Fun Run
The Texas Children’s Hospital and Houston Marathon 

Foundation hosts this event available to families with children 

of all abilities invited to participate in the Fun Run. The event 

includes a 1K adaptive run or walk for children with special 

needs and a non-competitive 3K run or walk. All participants 

receive an award and a post-race family fun zone stays 

open until noon. Registration deadline is April 4. 9 a.m. $15 

(individual), $30 (family), $50 (group). Texas Children’s Hospital 

West Campus, 18200 Katy Freeway. 832-824-2247, 

www.texaschildrens.org/funrun 

13 The Katy Ram Challenge
The 11th annual, non-competitive bike ride is a BP 

MS 150 ride benefi ting the Mayde Creek High School Mighty 

Ram Band. The ride includes several courses ranging from a 

12-mile family ride to a 75-mile endurance ride. Expect rolling 

meadows and farmland around the Katy and Brookshire 

areas. Rest stops, refreshments, entertainment, fi rst aid, 

motorcycle escorts, safety marshals and law enforcement at 

major intersections will be available. 8 a.m. $30. Sun & Ski 

Sports at Katy Mills Mall, 5000 Katy Mills Circle. 

www.katyramchallenge.com

15 Dinner and a Marriage
Married couples can enjoy a romantic date night 

hosted by Home Encouragement, an organization that 

organizes marital support programs and other marriage-

related initiatives. At the event, couples receive marriage 

advice and encouragement while enjoying Italian cuisine and 

dessert. Space is limited. Register online. 7 p.m. $35 (couple). 

Hasta La Pasta Restaurant, 1450 W. Grand Parkway S. 

281-347-5433, www.homeencouragement.org

18 Katy Sip N Stroll 
An evening of live music, culinary offerings and 

libations, event host Kroger offers residents a variety of food 

selections, wine sampling, and more than 20 wine and craft 

beer stations. Gift bags are available for the fi rst 1,000 guests. 

There will also be a silent and live auction. Must be 21 years 

old to purchase tickets. 6–9 p.m. $35. Villagio Town Center at 

the intersection of Peek Road and Westheimer Parkway. 

832-250-8917, www.sipandstroll.com

Lone Star Stomp XXIV
The Lone Star Stomp is the Fort Bend County 

Museum Association’s major fundraising 

event. Attendees can enjoy a Texas-sized dinner from 

The Swinging Door, live music by the Triumphs, dancing, 

and live and silent auctions, the event features honorary 

chairs are Anita and David Harris. Sponsorships and 

table reservations are available, and all proceeds benefi t 

the educational programs of the Fort Bend County 

Museum Association. 6:30-11:30 p.m. $65. George 

Ranch Historical Park Arena, 10215 FM 762, Richmond. 

281-342-1256. www.fortbendmuseum.org

Find more or submit Katy events at 

www.impactnews.com/kty-calendar.

To have Katy events considered for the print edition, 

they must be submitted online by the fi rst Friday of 

the month.

CALENDAR

Online Calendar

Worth the TRIP
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Remaining sections of Grand Parkway 
Segment D set to open by end of year
By Carrie Thornton

Th e remainder of Segment D in the 
Grand Parkway, Houston’s third loop, is 
taking shape, and offi  cials expect the fi nal 
two sections of the segment stretching 
from the Westpark Tollway to Hwy. 59 to 
open by December.

In contrast to other Grand Parkway 
segments in other regions of Houston, 
Segment D is maintained and controlled 
by Fort Bend County via the Fort Bend 
Grand Parkway Toll Road Author-
ity instead of the Texas Department of 
Transportation. FBGPTRA offi  cials are 
working to fi nalize a tolling system and 
identify exact toll booth locations as well 
as rates.

“Th e intent of the system is always hav-
ing the free option of the frontage roads 
available,” said Bill Jameson, with the 
FBGPTRA. “You will continue to have 
the free roads like you have now...And 
all new toll road lanes will [only allow] 
electronic tolls.”

Th e toll-free section from I-10 to the 
Westpark Tollway opened in 1994, when 
TxDOT completed construction of the 
$100 million project, funded by tax rev-
enues. Th e remaining sections have a price 
tag of $147 million using money from toll 
revenue bonds, which will be paid back 
using toll revenues. 

Mike Stone, a spokesperson for the 
FBGPTRA said the organization plans 
to fi nalize a toll-booth vendor and exact 
locations by May, and it will determine 
the rates sometime this fall. Drivers can 
expect seven tolled overpasses across the 
new sections.

“Th e rule in Fort Bend County is if you 
drive on an existing road today that is free, 
it will not be tolled,” Stone said. “Taxpay-
ers paid for the [current section]...So no 
toll booths will be added on the existing 
stretch.”

Th ere will be, however, a booth at I-10 
and Segment E, which runs north for 15 
miles through Cypress and is scheduled to 
open by the end of the year. 

When it is opened to the public, the 
entire length of Segment D will contribute 
18.2 miles to the Grand Parkway’s diameter, 
which runs more than 180 miles of toll road 
around the greater Houston area.

“When segments D—Hwy. 59 to I-10—
and E—I-10 to Hwy. 290—are completed, 
the Katy area will have improved access 
to the Sugar Land and Cypress areas,” said 
David Gornet, president of the Grand Park-
way Association. “Particularly the north 
access to the Bridgeland area will off er Katy 
businesses the opportunity to serve them 
directly.”

TRANSPORTATION

Rounding 
out Segment D

Fry Rd.

Bellaire
Blvd.

Peek Rd.

West 
Bellfort Rd.

Mason Rd.

Harlem Rd.

Owens Rd.

Sandhill Rd.

New Territory
Blvd.

W. Riverpark
Blvd.

Future
W. Airport Rd.

Rounding 
out Segment D

Project cost:
$147 million

TOLL PLAZA

TOLL PLAZA

TOLL PLAZA

TOLL PLAZA

TOLL PLAZA Projected Location
of Toll Plaza

Source: Fort Bend Grand Parkway Toll Road Authority

TOLL PLAZA

TOLL PLAZA

TOLL PLAZA

Toll plaza locations on entrance and exit 
ramps have not been fi nalized, but 
offi cials have confi rmed there will be 
seven main plaza toll booths.

   Tell us what 
     you think. Comment at impactnews.com

Investing involves risk, including risk of loss.
Although guidance is provided one on one, it is educational in nature, is not individualized, and is 
not intended to serve as the primary or sole basis for your investment or tax-planning decisions.

Fidelity does not provide legal or tax advice and the information provided above is general 
in nature and should not be considered legal or tax advice. Consult with an attorney or tax 
professional regarding your specifi c legal or tax situation. 

Fidelity Brokerage Services LLC, Member NYSE, SIPC. 
© 2013 FMR LLC. All rights reserved.  614120.11.0 

Mobile
Retirement        Planning Trading   Investments

Like you, we’re proud 
to call Katy home. 
Visit our new Katy Investor Center 
for free one-on-one guidance.

From this year’s state football champs to 70 years of the 
Katy Rodeo, there’s a lot to celebrate around here. And, now 
you can also take advantage of guidance from a fi nancial 
services leader, right here in your backyard.

  Meet with an investment professional to review your 
portfolio and your fi nancial goals.

  We can help you fi nd tax-effi cient investment options, 
create a retirement income strategy, and develop a plan 
to provide for your family’s future.

  We’ll help you choose low-cost investments designed 
to meet your needs. 

Katy Investor Center
23233 Cinco Ranch Blvd.
Suite 125
800.544.3063

Set up a one-on-one
consultation.
Set up a one-on-one
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questions relied more heavily on visuals 
and one-step problems. 

“Problem solving used to be its own 
thing, but in STAAR problem solving is 
in everything else,” said Kim Lawson, 
executive director for curriculum and 
instruction. “Th e questions are much 
deeper. You did not just need to know 
math facts, but [also] how to really read 
the questions.”

STAAR’s test questions contain a 
“higher cognitive complexity level,” 
Creech said. Th ere is more emphasis on 
critical thinking and less focus on test-
ing a wide range of skills, and students 
must now complete the test in four hours 
instead of taking an entire school day.

Teachers have only seen sample ques-
tions from the test, Lawson said, and will 
receive a full copy of a version of STAAR 
in the fall. Creech said then the district 
can analyze what type of questions were 
most challenging to students and how it 
can better prepare them. 

“When we get the test, we will get to 
see how the state is assessing certain 
items,” Lawler said.

Th e state will not issue new accredita-
tion statuses to districts for the 2012–13 

school year, according to an announce-
ment from Commissioner of Educa-
tion Michael L. Williams. A district’s 
accreditation status can be one of four 

levels—accredited, warned, probation 
and revoked. Th e status is based partially 
on students’ performance on standard-
ized tests.

STAAR l 2012
Which of the following is the correct description 

of the graph of a quadratic function given by

f (x)=ax2+bx +c≠0?

Source: Katy ISD

The Evolution of 
Standardized Testing in Texas
Sample questions from eighth grade exams

TABS l 1980–1985
Which state exports the least amount of barrels 

of crude oil monthly?

Alaska Texas California

TEAMS l 1986–1990
In 1970, tuition at Britton Pre-School was $300 

per pupil. According to this graph, how much 

money was collected in 1970?

1950 19701960 1980

20
40
60

TAAS l 1990–2002
This graph shows the 

types and amounts of 

solid waste produced in 

the City. What percent 

of the total solid waste 

was paper?
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30
Other

40
Glass

60
Paper

50
Metals

TAKS l 2003–2011
In a circle graph, what 

central angle should the 

sponsor use for the section 

representing the votes 

for the student who 

finished in third place?

Michael

Dionna

Jackie

John

Marie

240

430

180

300

60

Katy ISD STAAR Results l 2012
Grade Katy ISD Region IV Texas

3 82% 69% 67%

4 85% 72% 68%

5 91% 79% 77%

6 87% 78% 76%

7 86% 72% 70%

8 81% 74% 75%
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The sample questions from Texas’ standardized tests are simplifi ed to show how illustrations and one-step 
problems have slowly been interchanged for questions that invoke students’ critical thinking skills.

Katy students score higher than state, 
regional averages on 2012 STAAR test
By Carrie Thornton

Results released by the Texas Educa-
tion Agency in February of STAAR test 
scores for grades 3-8 show Katy ISD’s 
students scored higher than both state 
and regional averages in every subject.

Freda Corbell Creech, executive direc-
tor for school improvement and student 
support with the district, described 
STAAR as “more rigorous” than its prede-
cessor—TAKS—but said the district was 
pleased with the eff orts of its students.

“Each time you start a new test, you 
expect the scores to be not as high as 
they were,” she said. “In my experience, 
the district has [a pattern] where it gets 
better with time. We did as good as we 
projected, if not better.”

In reading, writing, science and social 
studies all grade levels scored at least 10 
percent higher than state averages. In 
math, grades 2–7 scored more than 10 
percent higher and eighth grade scored 6 
percent higher, according to a presenta-
tion given to the Board of Trustees by 
Creech Feb. 25.

As the state’s fi ft h standardized test, 
Creech said, STAAR is virtually unrec-
ognizable from its predecessors whose 

EDUCATION
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KATY Aft er enjoying 10 years with an 
Insurance Services Offi  ce rating of Class 
2, a lack of personnel to man the Katy Fire 
Department’s trucks may lead to a higher 
rating and higher insurance rates for resi-
dents. However, the ISO gave the depart-
ment a two-year window to complete the 
necessary changes and acknowledge areas 
that need improvement to potentially 
retain the Class 2 standing. 

Katy City Council approved sending a 
resolution to the ISO, stating the depart-
ment will review and act on suggested 
changes at its Feb. 25 meeting. Mayor 
Don Elder said the City Council discussed 
what options the city and department 
have at the March 25 meeting. Th e two-
year window allows both entities to take 
their time, Elder said, but the issue is a 
priority. Any actions taken at the March 
25 meeting were not available by press 
time.

KFD Chief Marc Jordan said a 
“Band-aid” fi x would require more than 
$600,000 in improvements, but would 
only tide the department over until Sep-
tember. Council may consider approving 
using reserve funds as well as revenue 
from a tax on ambulance usage to help 
the department in April.

Th e money would fund an additional 
six fi re fi ghters per shift  for a total of 18, 
additional dispatch operators, more train-
ing and a possible second fi re station in 
response to rapid growth within the city.

“I do believe this Band-aid solution will 
suffi  ce as a good face eff ort until we get to 
budget time when we can talk about what 
we will have to do for the future,” Jordan 

CITY & COUNTY
News from City of Katy, Fort Bend and Harris Counties Compiled by Carrie Thornton

Katy Fire Department looks to improve ISO rating, services to city Radack looks to 
add more trees to 
Precinct 3 parks
HARRIS COUNTY Precinct 3 Com-
missioner Steve Radack requested 
authorization at the March 12 Harris 
County Commissioner’s Court meeting 
to accept 8,000 trees from the Apache 
Corporation Tree Grant Program. 
Valued at $60,800, the trees are to be 
planted in multiple parks within Pre-
cinct 3 along trails and roadways. 
Apache is a Houston-based oil and gas 
company that has awarded more than 
3 million trees across 16 states. Th ere 
are 15 Precinct 3 parks in the Katy 
area, with Mary Jo Peckham Park as 
the largest in the City of Katy’s limits 
at 32 acres with a variety of amenities, 
including a fi shing pond. Precinct 3 
has 54 parks overall.

Fort Bend County 
Commissioners Court
William B. Travis Building

301 Jackson St., Richmond

281-342-3411 

www.fortbendcountygov.com

April 2, 9, 23, 1 p.m.

Harris County 
Commissioners Court
Harris County Administration Building

1001 Preston Ave., Houston 

713-755-6400

www.harriscountytx.gov

April 9, 23, 10 a.m.

Katy City Council
Katy Municipal Complex 

910 Ave. C, Katy

281-391-4800

www.cityofkaty.com

April 8, 22, 6:30 p.m. 

Tweetings
For instant coverage of these

meetings, follow us on Twitter

@impactnews_kty

TweetingsMeetings

The Katy Fire Department’s station is located at 1417 Ave. D and houses 14 staff members.

Mary Jo Peckham Park, at 5597 Gardenia Lane, 
features a .77-mile trail surrounded by hundreds 
of trees.
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said. “Th e safety of Katy residents is my 
number one priority.”

Th e ISO rates fi re safety departments 
every 10 years on a scale ranging from 
Class 1, which represents “exemplary fi re 
protection,” to Class 10, which means the 
fi re department does not meet minimum 
requirements, according to a letter from 
the ISO to the KFD. It objectively reviews 
fi re suppression capabilities of a depart-
ment, and most insurance companies use 
the classifi cations to determine premiums 
for residential, commercial and industrial 
properties.

Th e understaff ed department is unable 
to use its three fi re trucks simultane-
ously, Jordan said.  In a worse-case 

scenario in which multiple fi res broke 
out across town, he said the department 
could not effi  ciently respond, especially 
if an incident occurred more than three 
miles away from the station, such as in 
Katy Mills Mall.

Elder said he was wary of spending 
hundreds of thousands of dollars without 
a guarantee from the ISO that the rating 
would remain a Class 2 and not rise to a 
Class 3. Jordan said he would work with 
the organization to determine what spe-
cifi c actions needed to be taken immedi-
ately and to fi nd assurance.

“Th e No. 1 thing we [seem to] have to 
do is add personnel,” Councilman Bill 
Lawton said. “Th is must be the fi rst step.”
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F I N D  B A L A N C E

11,400-acre master planned community
Homes from the $180s to over $1 million
281-304-5588 or toll free 1-866-232-0270

www.bridgeland.com

2012 GHBA Developer Grand Award Winner

To learn more about Bridgeland, visit our Welcome Center today!A Division of The Howard Hughes Corporation

Paddle, sail or fl oat on 300 acres 

of scenic lakes and waterways.

With 600 more on the way, fun 

and adventure are always just 

around the bend in Bridgeland.

Moving here is just the beginning.

AT THE CAPITOL
News from 83rd Legislative Session

By Karen Brooks Harper

Capitol Correspondent

Freshman lawmakers tackle issues big and small at Capitol
Ask a freshman legislator in the Texas 

Capitol how the fi rst several weeks of the 
session are going, and their answer is usu-
ally a variation of this:

“I just feel like I’m drinking from a fi re 
hydrant,” said newly elected Sen. Donna 
Campbell, R-New Braunfels. “I’ve got my 
work cut out for me.”

By that, she said, she means learning 
the issues, navigating the marble halls 
of the “Pink Dome,” meeting hundreds 
of new people every day and doing it 
all under the watchful eye of the media 
inside a frenetic 140-day legislative ses-
sion that can make or break even the 
most seasoned lawmaker. 

Th ese are the trials of the newly elected, 
and it is not lost on this unusually large 
crop of new state legislators that voters 
replaced more incumbents with fresh 
blood during the past election cycle in 
Texas than at any other time in memory.

“If there was a mandate from the vot-
ers, it is that the status quo is no longer 
acceptable,” said Rep. Giovanni Capri-
glione, R-Southlake. 

Filed bills
State Rep. Steve Toth, a Montgomery 

County Republican, co-sponsored HB 
760, which would ensure that e-learning 
curriculum used in public schools falls 
under the oversight and approval of the 
State Board of Education. 

Republican Rep. Cecil Bell Jr. of 
Montgomery County fi led a bill allow-
ing volunteers to help fi refi ghters—a 
direct response to the 2011 wildfi res that 
aff ected much of Montgomery County. 
Bell also has a school fi nance idea he 
says would off er more paths to higher 
education.

Campbell is teaming up with two 
other medical professionals in the Sen-
ate—Greenville Sen. Bob Deuell and 
Sen. Charles Schwertner, a former House 
member from Georgetown serving his 
fi rst term in the Senate—to require that 
all abortions be performed at an ambula-
tory surgery center, of which there are 
only a handful in the state. 

Capriglione said he is prepared to 
take on immigrant-rights advocates who 
could object to legislation he has fi led, a 
bill proposing a voluntary Made in Texas 
certifi cation for businesses that use the 
E-Verify system to ensure their workers 
are in the country legally. 

Gun rights focus
Much of the freshmen delegation 

campaigned during a season in which 
gun rights were a big part of the discus-
sion, particularly in the wake of the Sandy 
Hook Elementary School shootings in 
Newtown, Conn.

Several legislators have jumped into 
the discussion with legislation that seeks 
to protect or expand residents’ rights to 
carry weapons. Many are involved in 
bills or amendments that off er a preemp-
tive strike against any plans the White 
House may have to limit access to guns.

“I believe this administration has now 
realized they have woken up a giant,” 
said Toth, who fi led the Firearm Pro-
tection Act that would, among other 
things, withhold funding from local 
governments in Texas if they enforce any 
federal gun bans. “All over the United 
States, Americans are crying out for 
something to be done to protect their 
Second Amendment rights. Th e Ameri-
can people understand this is not just 
about gun rights, but about all constitu-
tional rights. Th ey understand once you 
compromise one Constitutional right, all 
others can be in jeopardy.”

Houston area representatives

District  Texas Senate
7 Dan Patrick, R-Houston

13 Rodney Ellis, D-Houston

15 John Whitmire, D-Houston

18 Glenn Hegar, R-Katy

District  Texas House
28 John Zerwas, R-Katy

130 Allen Fletcher, R-Houston

131 Alma Allen, D-Houston

132 Bill Callegari, R-Houston

133 Jim Murphy, R-Houston

134 Sarah Davis, R-Houston

135 Gary Elkins, R-Houston

137 Gene Wu, D-Houston

138 Dwayne Bohac, R-Houston

139 Sylvester Turner, D-Houston

140 Armando Walle, D-Houston

141 Senfronia Thompson, D-Houston

142 Harold Dutton Jr., D-Houston

143 Ana Hernandez Luna, D-Houston

144 Mary Ann Perez, D-Houston

145 Carol Alvarado, D-Houston

146 Borris Miles, D-Houston

147 Garnet Coleman, D-Houston

148 Jessica Farrar, D-Houston

149 Hubert Vo, D-Houston

150 Debbie Riddle, R-Houston
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With multiple pediatric subspecialties conveniently located on site, our experts

offer top care for kids. From allergy and asthma to physical therapy to radiology,

our specialist clinics are staffed by experts in their fields using the most advanced

facilities – all designed specifically for children and their families. They’re one reason

why U.S.News & World Report ranked us as the top pediatric hospital in Texas. The

next time your child needs medical care, come to us. We’re all about kids.

I-10 and Barker Cypress    |    westcampus.texaschildrens.org

West Campus

Follow us©2013 Texas Children’s Hospital. All rights reserved. WC232_011013

Specialist care
just for kids
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Katy Educational Toys

Dean Shaikh helps teachers and parents fi nd ways to incorporate fun into education.
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S et on introducing children to games 
that can be both entertaining 
and instructional, Dean Shaikh’s 

mission for Katy Educational Toys is to 
go beyond the traditional board game. 
Although he sells some familiar fam-
ily games, Shaikh’s focuses on how to 
introduce toys that stimulate children’s 
imagination and help them better under-
stand subjects and concepts such as math, 
English and problem solving.

“Many of the games are helpful in 
teaching the children interpersonal com-
munication skills,” said Elizabeth Shaikh, 
Dean’s wife and teacher at Katy ISD. 
“Th ey teach them how to get along with 
other people, and also help them apply 
skills they learn in school.”

Dean opened the store at 2004 S. Mason 
Road in 2008, he said, aft er calling it 
quits from managing several CVS stores. 
He said he saw a need for an educational 
games and toy store in the Katy area, and 
since opening it has garnered a steady fol-
lowing of local teachers and parents. 

Th e store has a working partnership 
with six KISD elementary schools where 
students are given a $5 gift  certifi cate to 
the store toward a toy of their choosing, 
and Dean said he occasionally also pro-
vides other promotions and off ers.

Personable customer service and the 
ability to try out demo toys set out in the 
store distinguishes his store from big-box 
competitors, Dean said. He also takes 
recommendations and suggestions from 
customers looking for specifi c toys or 
games for their children. 

“A lot of times parents don’t know 
how to teach their kids certain things, 
like chess,” he said. “So we sell a solitaire 
version of it so the child can play and still 
learn on their own. We also sell a lot of 

math, English, strategy and some party 
games that are good even for adults.”

When new games come in, he said, they 
are usually placed on display and opened 
so customers can take advantage of an 
in-store trial run before purchasing. Th e 
Shaikhs also make a point to try games 
out themselves before purchasing large 
orders and putting them in the store.

Th e end goal for Dean is to help stu-
dents who are struggling with particular 
subjects and may require a diff erent 
form of instruction. He said many of his 
customers are teachers looking for new 
games to incorporate into their lesson 
plans. Th e store also features work books 
and children’s books.

“Dean [sees] value in playing and 
engaging the imagination, which is what 
we both did with our daughter,” Elizabeth 
said. “We were always playing games with 
her. If you make things fun, children are 
more apt to engage.”

2004 S. Mason Road

Katy • 281-574-6997

katyeducationaltoys.com

Tues.–Fri.: 10:30 a.m.–7 p.m. 

Sat.:10:30 a.m.–6 p.m.

Sun.: Noon–5 p.m.

Closed Mondays.

The Perfect Game
Dean Shaikh recommends certain games 

and toys for various age groups.

• 18 months old: Roll and Play — A perfect 

toy for toddlers, the oversized, plush cube 

comes with attachable cards describing 

activities the child can speak or act out.

• Three years old: Sticky Mosaics — Similar 

to a puzzle, the child completes a mosaic 

using stickers. Dean said it helps improve 

fi ne motor skills.

• Four to six years old: Zingo — A play 

on Bingo, Dean said this game is popular 

among teachers and helps children learn 

and memorize their numbers and words.

• Six years old: Math Dice — This game 

helps children with multiplication, addition, 

division and subtraction.

• Ten years old and above: Word A Round 

— Appropriate for family game nights, it 

challenges players to identify distorted 

words printed on circular cards.

CHAMPIONS SCHOOL OF
PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT

Etiquette in the Workplace

Social Side of Business

Communication Etiquette

Organizational Skills

Dining Etiquette

Powerful First Impressions

Interviewing Skills

Public Speaking Like a Pro

If a career in Real Estate, Loan 
Originator, Inspection or Appraisal 
interests you, give us a call or go 
to ChampionsSchool.com and learn  
more about becoming a licensed 
professional. Courses are available 
in the Classroom, Correspondence 
and Online.

CHAMPIONS SCHOOL  
OF REAL ESTATE®

ChampionsSchool.com
TREC #0005 Open to the Public

Get Started Today!
Houston Galleria
713-629-4543
Houston North 
281-893-4484
Houston West
281-496-7386

CHAMPIONS SCHOOL OF
P
D

C

Register Now: 888-335-6767
www.TheChampionsProfessional.com

Grow Professionally 
with Champions

1983 - 20131983 - 2013

30th ANNIVERSARY
30th ANNIVERSARY

Real Estate Loan Originator

Inspection Appraisal Katy Educational Toys
Shop strives to make learning fun for children

BUSINESS

The store is mostly arranged by age groups to 
help shoppers easily identify appropriate games.

Educational Toys offers games and activities for 
most school subjects.

Shaikh also sells toys not only meant for educa-
tion, such as stuffed animals.

By Carrie Thornton

How they learn
Researchers from the Department of Human 

Development at Cornell University compiled 

tips for parents and teachers to help them 

better understand how children learn.

• Provide a stimulating environment with 

plenty of opportunities for supportive social 

interaction and let children play. 

• Choose toys that encourage children to 

explore their physical world and to play 

with others.

• Engage in play with young children that 

involves different outcomes, such as drop-

ping a soft ball on a hard surface and then 

throwing a hard ball on the hard surface, 

and letting them observe different actions.

• Explain different ways of achieving similar 

outcome to children, such as how to get 

playing blocks to touch each other either 

by stacking or laying them down.
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HOUSTON’S LARGEST
THE AREA’S PREMIER DEVELOPER, Johnson Development BRINGS YOU...

FREE ADMISSION  WEEKENDS IN APRIL ONLY!
johnsondevelopment.comFind more info at Homes from the $150s -1 Millions+ 

7 COMMUNITIES . 84 MODEL HOMES . 327 AVAILABLE HOMES . 20,001 DECORATING IDEAS

NORTH/NORTHEAST

BAY AREAKATYFORT BEND

Get your tour mapsonline atJohnsonDevelopment.com

BRINGS YOUUY ...

Get your tour mapsonline at
tour 

Johns

Creating environments that celebrate life.
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Saturday April 6th
11:00—Kites UP! Kites Unlimited display spectacular 
giant kites. Free kites* for kids and plenty of room to fly! 

11:30—Houston Disc Dogs
High-flying action packed entertainment!
Meet & greet with dogs—www.houstondiscdogs.com 

12:30—Controllable Kite Demonstration
See 45 minutes of extraordinary controllable kite flying 
action by Kites Unlimited 

1:00—Houston Disc Dogs
1-4:00—Furry Friends Photo Booth
1:30—Pooch-a-Palooza Talent Show
Enter your dog and show off for the judges
for a chance to be Top Dog 2013 

2:00—Controllable Kite Demonstration 
2:30—Houston Disc Dogs
3:00—Pawty Dress Up Parade—
Dogs and owners dress to impress for a chance to win prizes! 

Ongoing Saturday
Local Food Vendors—Dekker’s Mesquite Grill, 
Pepperoni’s, SnoCone City, The Sweet Tooth Shoppe,
and Victor’s Mexican Grille  

Waggin’ Tails Pet Ranch visit “The Barking Spot” for
ice cream treats and pampering for your dog. Hair painting 
for kids and dogs! www.waggintailspetranch.com 

Discount Doggie Products—The WellPet Center’s 
Dr. Thurmond will offer free nail trims and discounted
micro-chipping. www.thewellpetcenter.com
Receive a 15% discount on the Hemp Hound’s Leash,
Lead ‘n’ Loop. www.thehemphound.com 

Masala Radio Live DJ
Adoption Opportunities—Fort Bend County 
Pets will have loving dogs that need a good home.
Free adoption fee sponsored by Simonton Vet Clinic. 
www.facebook.com/FortBendAnimalServices?fref=ts

Sunday April 7th
Noon—Kites Unlimited!—
Giant flying kites and FREE kites to kids for all-day flying
12:30 & 2:00—Houston Disc Dogs
perform www.houstondiscdogs.com
1-4:00—Furry Friends Photo Booth
Enjoy food from local vendors—
Victor’s Mexican Grille and SnoCone City

KATY

FULSHEAR
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Westpark    Tollway

99

359

359

Katy Freeway
1463

1093

* While supplies last.
All dogs must be on a leash.

HIGHLAND . LENNAR . NEWMARK . PERRY HOMES

PLANTATION . TRENDMAKER . VILLAGE BUILDERS

Custom Home Buildlers
AVANTI . HUNTINGTON . PARTNERS IN BUILDING

TAYLOR MORRISON

crosscreektexas.com . from $180s-Millions
     facebook.com/crosscreektexas . 281.344.9882 

* While supplies last.

Follow the kites to the Model Home Village for Fest of Tails!
Tour 12 NEW MODEL HOMES in Fulshear’s premier master-planned community. Bring a blanket, your family 
and favorite pooch, and join us for two days of family fun, celebrating the arrival of Spring with high flying 

kites and energetic flying dogs! We will be giving away FREE kites* and FREE canine frisbees*. Enjoy the 
colorful sights, unique entertainment, food from local vendors, and free admission & parking...

...on the ground and in the air. Naturally.

April 6-7
Folllllllllow thhhhe kkkkkites to thhhhe MMMModddddelllll HHHHome Villllllllage ffffor FFestt offff Tails!

Tour 12 New Model HomesTour 12 New Model Homes



Looking for
Coupons?

Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local 
and regional coupons

Just click and print
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Victor’s Casa Garcia
Mexican Restaurant

Restaurant owner Victor Garcia is at the restaurant almost every day to greet customers.
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Victor’s Casa Garcia 
Mexican Restaurant
Family eatery thrives in Katy for 34 years

W hen Victor Garcia opened his 
Tex-Mex restaurant off  Fry 
Road in the 1980s, he was 

the competition—and his establishment 
was surrounded by rice fi elds. Decades 
later, Garcia has since purchased his 
own land at 1939 N. Fry Road and built a 
permanent home for Victor’s Casa Garcia 
Mexican Restaurant that can hold more 
than 200 guests.

Garcia fi rst opened his establishment 
off  Hwy. 6 in 1979 before settling in his 
fourth, and fi nal, location. Surrounded 
by family members who worked in the 
restaurant business, Garcia said, opening 
his own came natural.

“My dad would take me out with him 
and I would help bus tables,” he said. “It’s 
in my blood.”

Casa Garcia does not stray from the 
typical Tex-Mex menu options and prides 
itself in quality food and margaritas, 
Garcia said. His menu has not changed 
much in the 34 years of business, nor 
does he plan for it to. Victor’s favorites 
include a familiar item, fajitas. He off ers 
beef, chicken and Brochetta Shrimp—
bacon-wrapped shrimp stuff ed with 

cheese and jalapeño—fajitas ranging 
from $13.99 (single) to $39.99 (to share).

Th e restaurant also houses a banquet 
room to fi t about 60 guests. Garcia said 
individuals can rent it with a fajita bar for 
$13.95 per person, or $8 per person for 
hors d’oeuvres complete with a cash bar.

Although several other Tex-Mex 
restaurants have opened in the area in 
recent years, Victor said his customer 
base has remained strong—many cus-
tomers and Victor know each other by 
name. 

“I am here all the time and try to just 
make good food,” he said.

His dedication to the restaurant is 
evident and has passed down to his 
son, John Garcia. John opened his own 
branch of the restaurant in Fulshear last 
year, and he said his father’s hard work 
showed him how to eff ectively run a 
business by paying attention to quality, 
consistency and customers.

“Th e most important thing I learned 
from him is if you take care of your busi-
ness, it will take care of you,” John said. 
“He’s a very good man and has worked 
very hard for what he has.”

DINING

1939 N. Fry Road

Katy • 281-578-6450

www.victorsmexicanrestaurant.com

Mon.–Thurs. 11 a.m.–9:30 p.m.

Fri.–Sat. 11 a.m.–10:30 p.m.

Sun. 11 a.m.–9 p.m.

Behind the bar
Victor’s Casa Garcia features several 

popular margaritas, and it sells its house 

batches for $3.50 (regular) and $6.50 

(jumbo) during happy hour. The following 

margaritas are regularly priced at $4.95 

(regular) and $7.95 (jumbo).

Texas Skinny Margarita

• Republic tequila with Cointreau and fresh 

lime juice

Raspberry Margarita

• Cazadores Tequila with Chambord and a 

splash of sweet and sour

Millionaire Margarita

• Partida Tequila, Agave Nector and lime

Victor has moved the restaurant three times 
since he fi rst opened in 1979 off Hwy. 6.

The Brochetta Shrimp fajitas—shrimp stuffed 
with jalapeño and cheese—are one of Victor’s 
favorite dishes, $21.99 (for one), $39.99 (for 
two). They come with sizzling onions, melted 
butter, rice and charro beans as well as fl our 
tortillas. 

Victor recommends the top-shelf margarita, 
Corralejo Reposado tequila with a touch of 
Cointreau and margarita mix.

Around the casa

By Carrie Thornton

15
employees

70
ITEMS

Almost

featured on 
the menu

The banquet
room fi ts

6,000 sq. ft .
of dining space

60
GUESTS 220

GUESTS
Restaurant

can seat

30+
tequilas
featured

experience the esn difference
Personalized Attention, Upscale Exercise Suites, No Waiting

Located in the Villagio Town Center
22756 Westheimer Pkwy, STE 160
Katy,  TX  77450
281-395-0827
www.ESNHealth.com
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Ann Hodge
President, Katy Area Chamber of Commerce
By Christine Hall

Since joining the Katy Area Chamber of Commerce in 1999, Ann Hodge has 
assumed the challenge to grow the chamber into a sound business organization. Her 
goals include ensuring the entire business community is represented by the chamber.

“I consider myself extremely blessed to have the opportunity to represent the Katy 
community and tell people what a fabulous community Katy is to raise a family and 
build your business,” she said. “I have enjoyed meeting so many fabulous people 
throughout our community and learning more about what each of those folks do to 
make Katy such a great place to live.”

Before joining the chamber, Hodge worked as divisional vice president of external 
aff airs for Browning Ferris Industries. In addition, she served on the Texas Workforce 
Investment Council for 18 years. Hodge is married to Robert D. Hodge, has one son 
and fi ve grandchildren.

What has been the driver of growth 
for the Katy area?

Th e No. 1 thing is the school district. 
Families in the community want that 
quality of life for their kids, and you 
are seeing that being provided by the 
school district and through security. We 
also have tremendous medical facilities. 
People who live here commute to the 
Texas Medical Center, the Galleria and 
downtown Houston. Th ey are willing to 
travel back and forth to the location of 
their job—taking that extra travel time—
because they have a good place to raise 
their families. 

What is a part of your job that 
people are not aware you do?

Th ey don’t really know how much 
work behind the scenes we do at the 
local, state and national levels to be 
the voice for the community. Being 
in three counties, we are sort of lost 
and overlooked. Th e City of Katy has a 
population of 14,000, and the Katy ISD 
boundaries—which are the same as the 
chamber—have a population of 265,000 
covering three counties, all unincorpo-
rated. Th at creates some unique chal-
lenges to ensuring we are out there work-
ing on those issues. I don’t think people 

know how much we have worked on 
Segment E or the expansion of FM 1463, 
the number of diff erent infrastructure 
projects or education issues. 

Does Katy have the potential to be a 
hub of industry?

You are already seeing that with the 
medical center. If you look per capita 
at the number of hospitals and health 
care facilities, we far exceed any other 
community. Even Sugar Land and Th e 
Woodlands don’t have the number of 
facilities we do. We were the fi rst to get 
a satellite campus for Texas Children’s 

Hospital, which is a good story to tell. 
People just have to go minutes away to 
get fi rst-class care for their children. 

What are some of your goals for 
2013?

Working to bring more resources to the 
community is critical. We have a strong 
partnership with KISD, the City of Katy 
and economic development council. We 
are also passionate about Katy doing 
business with Katy businesses. We have 
had a project underway for eight years 
to increase and enhance the ability for 
people to shop locally.
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PEOPLE

SATURDAY, APRIL 6
5:30 P.M. - 8:30 P.M.

Broker & Bank  Conventional & Government Loans 
Purchases  Refinance  Debt Consolidation

Cypress Owned and Operated

we specialize in mortgages that fit your lifestyle

OFFICE:  832-220-1480      CELLULAR:  832-865-6065
EMAIL FOR A FREE QUOTE: tami@cntmtg.com  
WEB: www.cntmtg.com
TX Broker License #75191

ans anans

Tami LaCoe Channel
President

1/2 OFF PROCESSING FEE
MENTION THIS AD TO RECEIVE

Expires 4-25-13

Awards for Excellence
Winner of Distinction

2010

Company NMLS ID – 273344
Individual NMLS ID – 333134

SKIP 2 MONTHS OF 
PAYMENTS, ASK US HOW!!



Katy Youth Lacrosse
Run by a select group of high school and 

collegiate lacrosse players, the camp focuses 

on training and coaching aspiring lacrosse 

players.

Grades: Kindergarten–8

Dates: June 3–July 26, 

8:30–10:30 a.m. (morning camps), 

5–7 p.m. (evening advanced camp)

Cost: $25 per week (morning camps), 

$30 per week (evening advanced camp)

Location: Cinco Ranch High School 

23440 Cinco Ranch Blvd., Katy

katyyouthlacrosse.webs.com

SoccerTots Houston South
The organization offers four camps, including 

SoccerTots for toddlers and young children 

and SoccerTouch for children in elementary 

school. Both help enhance children’s motor 

skills with games and activities while teaching 

the basic fundamentals of soccer in a non-

competitive environment.

Ages: 18 months–6 years old (SoccerTots), 

5–10 (SoccerTouch)

Dates: Weekly until May 5

Cost: Prices vary

Location: City Centre 

815 Town and Country Lane

713-429-5312, www.soccertotshouston.com

American Kids Athletics
At its new 10,000-square-foot facility with 

more than two acres of outdoor play area, 

AKA camp provides an active and entertaining 

atmosphere where children can participate 

in arts and crafts, Bible studies, an obstacle 

course, and a variety of sports, including 

baseball, football, bowling and volleyball. 

Other activities include paintball, rock climbing 

and dodgeball.

Ages: 4–12

Dates: Weekly from June 4–Aug. 24

Cost: $168 per week

Location: AKA Sports Camp

3211 N. Fry Road, Katy

281-492-2411, www.akasportscamp.com

Katy Volleyball Academy
Camps range from helping beginners to 

working with advanced players on how to 

step up their game. Session one targets 

high school beginners, session two is a high 

school position and training tune up, session 

three is a kid’s camp, session four is Power 

League Serve and Intensive Tune up, session 

fi ve targets seventh graders, and session six 

targets eighth graders.

Grades: 2–12, depending on session

Dates: June 24–27 (session one), July 8–11 

(session two and three), July 22-25 (session 

four), Aug. 5–8 (session fi ve), Aug. 19–22 

(session six), 6–9 p.m.

Cost: $160 (all sessions but kids camp), $135 

(kids camp)

Location: Faith West Sports Complex

2211 Porter Road, Katy

281-391-4121, katyvolleyball.com

Home of Champions 
Football Camp
Katy High School Head Coach Gary Joseph 

helps children gain offensive and defensive 

football skills.

Ages: 7–13

Dates: July 22–25, 8–10 a.m.

Cost: $40

Location: Katy High School Tiger Stadium, 

6331 Highway Blvd.

281-237-1868

This list is not comprehensive. If your business 

was left off, please email us at 

ktynews@impactnews.com and we will add it 

to our online edition.

American Robotics Academy
At Robotics camp, the staff focuses on 

team-building, problem solving, creativity and 

fun. Campers can attend a full- or half-day 

camp and will work with LEGO blocks, such 

as axles, gears, beams, wheels, motors and 

microcomputers. 

Ages: 5–14

Dates: Weekly June 17–Aug. 23, 

9 a.m.–12 p.m. (half day), 1–4 p.m. (half day), 

9 a.m.–4 p.m. (full day)

Cost: $185 per week (half day), 

$330 per week (full day)

Location: Holy Apostle Episcopal Church

1225 W. Grand Pkwy S., Katy

281-599-7626, www.roboticsacademy.com

Camp Katy Technology Camp
The week-long camp aims to educate young 

people in a variety of technical fi elds, such as 

graphic art, gaming, photography, computers, 

movies and other subjects. Weekly topics 

range from programming, creating mobile 

apps, movie production and computer skills.

Ages: 8–17

Dates: Weekly June 10–Aug. 23, 

9 a.m.–4 p.m.

Cost: $495 per week, $899 for two weeks

Location: Camp Katy Main Campus 

6193 Highway Blvd. Ste. 209

281-397-3770, www.campkaty.com

Katy GT Academy
Camps that are both academic in nature 

and more traditional are offered on a 

weeklong basis. Academics camps offer 

certifi ed teachers and cover math, sciences, 

geography, and language classes in Chinese 

and Spanish. Other camps include sports, 

cooking and robotics.

Ages: 18 mo.–5 years (preschool program), 

grades K–8 (regular camps)

Dates: Weekly from June 10–Aug. 16

Cost: Vary by class from $155–195

Location: Katy GT Academy, 

21020 Highland Knolls Drive, Katy

281-646-7360, www.katygtacademy.org

Kids R Kids Learning Academy 
Clubhouse Summer Camp
Five different clubhouse summer camps are 

offered: a technology club, CSI mystery club, 

culture club, studio art camp and action club, 

which focuses on reusing and recycling. 

Weeklong camps take place at the academy, 

but campers also go on fi eld trips.

Ages: K–12 years

Dates: Weekly from June 10–Aug. 23, 

6:15 a.m.–6:30 p.m.

Cost: $200 per week

Location: Kids R Kids Learning Academy of 

Cinco Ranch SW, 10602 S. Fry Rd., Katy

281-392-1414, cincoranchkrk.com

Young Chefs Academy
Three- or four-day camps help children 

learn how to cook. Camps include teaching 

campers how to create recipes from popular 

chefs and restaurants. Morning camps run 

from 9:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m. and afternoon 

camps from 1:30–4:30 p.m.

Ages: 4–15

Dates: Vary from June 3–Aug. 22

Cost: $120 (three days), $180 (four days)

Location: Young Chefs Academy, 2309 

Williams Trace Blvd. 

281-242-2665, youngchefsacademy.com

Kids in the Kitchen Cooking Camp
Camp goers focus on learning basic cooking 

skills through different activities and recipes.

Ages: 5–10 plus

Dates: June 17–19, July 8–12, Aug. 5–9, 

9 a.m.–noon or 1–4 p.m.

Cost: $50 (three days, ages 5–9, residents. 

$75 non-residents), $75 (fi ve days, ages 5–9, 

$100 non-residents)

Location: Bridgeland Activity Center, 16902 

Bridgeland Landing, Cypress

281-304-1318, www.projectideakids.com

Katy Family YMCA
Youth and Teen Day Camps: These two 

separate camps offer youth and teens 

opportunities to grow as leaders by giving 

participants decision making and planning 

opportunities. It offers a high and low ropes 

course, archery range, sports fi elds, covered 

basketball pavilion, nature trails and more. 

Teen campers will also go on fi eld trips and 

to the YMCA for swimming. Each week has a 

different theme.

Ages: 6–12 (youth), 13–15 (teen)

Dates: Weekly sessions from June 10–Aug. 

23, 7 a.m.–6:30 p.m.

Cost: $170 per week (members), 

$210 per week (non members)

Location: Katy YMCA Camp Cinco 

15050 Cinco Park Blvd., Houston

281-392-5055, ymcahouston.org/katy

Kidz Camp
Hosted by The Fellowship at Cinco Ranch, the 

four-day camp provides participants with fun 

and learning in the Texas Hill Country.

Grades: 3–5

Dates: June 10–13

Cost: $250

Location: Highland Lakes Camp and 

Conference Center 

5902 Pace Bend Road N., Spicewood, TX

281-395-3950, thefellowship.org

The Little Gym Kid’s Camp
Summer day camps combine the aspects 

of Little Gym classes with games, arts and 

crafts and special events. Each week offers a 

different interactive learning theme, such as 

“Extreme Sports of All Sorts.” Campers can 

sign up for multi-week packages, single weeks 

or single days.

Ages: 3–8

Dates: June 10–Aug. 23

Cost: $33 (single day public), 

$29 (gym member)

Location: The Little Gym of Katy, 

23010 Highland Knolls, Ste. A, Katy

281-347-1400, www.thelittlegym.com

Faith West
Katy’s faith-based community center offers 

multiple camps from Drama Kids International 

to Sport Camps to Camp Einstein. All cater to 

different interests and activities, and separate 

children into ages starting with those in 

kindergarten and ending with eighth graders. 

It also hosts a robots camp.

Grades: Kindergarten–8

Dates: Weekly June 10–Aug. 22

Cost: Ranges from $135–$200

Location: 2225 Porter Road, Katy

281-391-5683, www.faithwest.org

SPORTS CAMPS

SUMMER CAMP 
GUIDE 2013 

EDUCATIONAL CAMPS

Compiled by Shawn Arrajj, Demetrious Mahone and Carrie Thornton

GENERAL CAMPS
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From new neighborhoods, to a new high school, road construction and beyond
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Road work
Continued from | 1

Bond Program, approved at $156 
million, to expand and extend 
multiple roads. More than $4 mil-
lion is being used for improve-
ments on Falcon Landing Boule-
vard and a small section of Gaston 
Road in front of Tompkins High 
School.

“Th is whole area has been 
immobile for more than 20 years, 
and now we are getting those 
90-degree turns out of the way 
and straightening skewed roads,” 
said Nathan Hatcher, assistant to 
the Fort Bend County engineer. 
“Hopefully it will make every-
body happy.”

Precinct 3 Commissioner Andy 
Meyers said projects, such as the 
completed Roesner Road exten-
sion and pending expansion, 
will help mobility through Silver 
Ranch and Pine Mill Ranch. 

Th e road is currently extended 
to Corbitt Road, a project that 
completed earlier this year but 
will open into four lanes by the 
end of 2014, Hatcher said.

Gaston Road, which borders 
Tompkins, is being expanded at 
its southern edge and extended to 
Cinco Ranch Boulevard, but that 
is where the money stops. Th e 
project is expected to be com-
pleted by the beginning of the 
2013–14 school year.

“Gaston Road from the high 
school north to Katy Flewellen 
Road does not have any funding, 
so we are going to have to wait,” 
Meyers said.

Although the funding has yet 
to materialize, the county is in the 
design phase for the remaining 
stretch of Gaston Road. Crews are 
working to expand Falcon Land-
ing Boulevard to four lanes with 
a curb-and-gutter system from 
Spring Green Boulevard to Wes-
theimer Parkway, and should open 

by summer, Hatcher said.
Sections of Katy Flewellen Road, 

Gaston Road and Falcon Landing 
Boulevard saw more than 4,000 

drivers daily in 2011, according 
to the county, and will see more as 
development ensues.

“I drive through there all the 

time, and the dangerous curves 
that are being straightened out will 
help,” said Dana Dennis, operator 
for Fort Bend County MUD 58.

Using money from the 2007 mobility bond, 
Fort Bend County along with private 
developers are fi lling in gaps and 
straightening roads around Obra D. 
Tompkins High School. The map highlights 
newer developments and signifi cant road 
projects.

New Neighborhoods
Cinco Ranch Northwest

1,165 total sites, two new sections coming in fall

Westlake by Meritage Homes

Several hundred lots, set to sell by end of year

Marshall Oaks by D.R. Horton

175 home sites, set to sell by early 2014

Avalon at Pine Mill by Taylor Morrison

119 total lots, opened in January with 60 sites

Current Road Construction
Roesner Road

Four-lane expansion, open by the end of 2014

Falcon Landing Boulevard

Four-lane expansion, extension to Westheimer Parkway 
open by start of school

Cinco Trace Drive

In progress by the developer

Gaston Road

Extension to Cinco Ranch Boulevard, open in fall

Future Road Construction
Spring Green Boulevard

In about two years will extend to FM 1463

Gaston Road

A four-lane expansion from Greenbusch Road to Katy 
Flewellen Road is under design

Sources: Fort Bend County, Taylor Morrison, D.R. Horton, 
Meritage Homes, Newland Communities

 ...gift s with style ....home decor

One Mason Plaza • 1648 South Mason Road •  Katy, Texas 77450 
Mon.-Sat. • 10 a.m.-6p.m. Sun. • 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

281-395-4595

Crabtree & Evelyn • Mark Roberts Fairies • China Baroque • Waxing Poetic • Tyler • Th e Th ymes • Department 56 • Jim Shore
Christopher Radko • Lampe Berger • Lollia • Maximal Art • Mary Francis Handbags • Marianna Jewelry • Consuela
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What changes would you like to see made in 
your area of town?

Take the poll online at 
impactnews.com/kty-poll
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Map not to scale
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Stay local.
Go mobile.

Community Impact Newspaper’s hyperlocal news and  

deals are now available in a mobile-friendly format. 

Visit our new mobile site on any smartphone at impactnews.com 

Anywhere. Anytime. Absolutely free.
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Career training
Continued from | 1

CTE courses
Th e National Career Clusters Framework 

defi nes 16 pathways recognized by the Texas 
Education Agency that students can choose, 
which range from architecture to construc-
tion to marketing. Th e National Associa-
tion of State Directors of Career Technical 
Education Consortium defi nes them as an 
“organizing tool for curriculum design.”

CTE courses provide students a way to 
receive career training and skill development 
in a public school setting, and courses are 
grouped together by correlating industries 
to serve two purposes: to allow students to 
explore diff erent careers and to begin train-
ing students in their fi eld of interest.

“Each cluster provides multiple career 
pathway options that incorporate all of the 
various career fi elds within the cluster,” said 
Ron Whitson, Texas Education Agency CTE 
coordinator. “By off ering a wide variety of 
courses, local education agencies are able to 

best provide for the workforce needs of the 
business and industry, which serves their 
communities and provide course options 
[to] meet the interests of their students.”

KISD off ers courses in 15 of the 16 CTE 
clusters and established the MCTC as a 
KISD campus to facilitate students’ needs 
when preparing for their career. Juniors and 
seniors within the district are able to enroll 
in up to two courses per semester in any of 
the 11 academies. 

“At this age, the students may not know 
exactly what career fi eld they want to enter, 
but they do have a pretty good idea,” Webb-
Storey said. “Our programs are extremely 
valuable in that they provide students the 
opportunity to experience a certain career 
fi eld of their choice.”

Several of the MCTC academies and 
CTE courses off ered at high schools award 
certifi cations to students, while other cur-
riculum aims to prepare students for cer-
tifi cation following graduation. Students 
enrolled in cosmetology at the Human 
Services Academy, for instance, are able to 
accumulate the 1,000 hours required to take 

the written exams associated with the Texas 
Department of Licensing and Regulation to 
become licensed cosmetologists.

Certifi cations and internships
Last year, KISD awarded 395 certifi ca-

tions. Although several courses prepare stu-
dents for these certifi cations, others require 
student’s be certifi ed prior to enrolling. In 
the Hospitality and Tourism Academy, stu-
dents must pass a Serve Safe certifi cation 
exam before handling any food products, 
said Linda Calvi, vocational administrator 
within the district’s CTE department. 

“Most of our courses have a certifi cation 
process at the end,” she said. “While others 
require it as a prerequisite.”

Enrolled students are able to take CTE 
courses in addition to their regular courses. 
Students can be transported by bus between 
their parent high school and the MCTC, 
but certain courses and internships require 
students to provide their own transporta-
tion. Th ere is no tuition to attend MCTC, 
but there are fees and diff erent charges for 
equipment and uniforms associated with 

each course and certifi cation.
Several new courses, such as audio engi-

neering, pharmacy tech, computer mainte-
nance, civil engineering and architecture,  and 
engineering design and development, were 
added in 2008. Courses in veterinary medi-
cine as well as a mentor program were added 
in 2010.

Academies that off er internship pro-
grams—such as veterinary medicine, phar-
macy tech or hospitality to name a few—
have a 100 percent placement rate.

“Th e hands-on experiences and the 
internships associated with some of our pro-
grams give the students real-world opportu-
nities so they can make informed decisions 
about their future,” Webb-Storey said. “Th e 
networking opportunities are phenomenal.
[Students] have the opportunity to meet and 
work with mentors in business and industry, 
which later could provide the student a paid 
internship or a job aft er college.”

Science, Technology, 
Engineering 
and Mathematics

Transportation 
Distribution 
and Logistics

Law, Public Safety, 
Corrections 
and Security

Information
Technology
(Partners with Cisco)

Human Services
(Partners with 

area salons)

Education & Training
(Partners with local

 schools, Pre-K–8)

Health Science
(Partners with hospitals

 and pharmacies)

Hospirality 
and Tourism
(Partners with hotels)

Business, 
Management 
and Administration

Arts, A/V Technology 
and Communications

Agriculture,
Food and
Natural Resources

Career and Technical Education courses are offered at each of Katy ISD’s high schools, several middle 

schools and within each academy at the Miller Career and Technology Center. Courses are grouped by 

industry within each academy and can satisfy both high school elective and core requirements as well as 

certain college credits. Students are also prepared for various certifi cation exams upon course completion.

Getting involved:

Various costs are associated with 

each CTE course along with the 

certifi cations and exams offered. 

Students interested in applying to 

the Miller Career and Technology 

Center should contact their 

guidance counselor or the CTE 

department at 281-396-2633. 

Source: Katy ISD

Certifi cations: CareerSafe® 
5-hour Safety Awareness Training
Internship hours may be earned 
toward a Level I Vet Assistant 
certifi cation. Interns must provide 
their own transportation.

Certifi cations: Texas Department 
of Licensing and Regulation grants 
eligibility to students to earn the 
1,000 hours needed prior to taking 
the licensing exam. A dual credit 
course is also available.

Certifi cations: Apple certifi cation 
exams are offered, and students 
can achieve Apple Certifi ed Pro 
status. Courses are open to juniors 
and seniors. Students can receive 
dual credit courses for college.

Certifi cations: Certifi cate of 
Completion from the Cisco 
Corporation, which sets
up students to take the Cisco 
Networking Devices Part I 
Certifi cation exam.

Certifi cations: None, but 
independent study and mentor 
opportunities available for PreAP/
GT students in grades 9–12. 
Internships are also available for 
seniors.

Certifi cations: None, but 
internships are available to 
students who can provide their 
own transportation. The academy 
features a mock courtroom for 
teaching legal procedures.

Certifi cations: None, but unpaid 
internships and school rotations 
help teach classroom 
management, teaching methods 
to enrolled seniors. Students must 
provide their own transportation.

Certifi cations: None, but 
Advanced Technical Credit courses 
allow students to earn
dual credit for college. Enrolled 
students are required to take an 
end-of-course exam.

Certifi cations: Texas State Board 
of Pharmacy certifi cation exam 
allows students to become 
registered pharmacy techs. 
Internships and pharmacy 
rotations are also offered.

Certifi cations: National Institute 
for Automotive Service Excellence 
certifi cation exams available. 
Points can be earned toward the 
Inter-Industry Conference on Auto
Collision Repair exams.

Certifi cations: 10-hour 
CareerSafe® OSHA certifi cation 
training, workplace safety.
ServSafe® Food Protection 
Manager Certifi cation, food safety. 
Open to juniors and seniors.

Certifi cations and Academies of
Miller Career & Technology Center

FCCU invites anyone who lives or works in Harris or Fort Bend County  
to find their new home with us.

Get started now 

@ FCCU.org 

281.856.5300

 *Certain credit criteria applies. Additional requirements and/or parameters may apply. Programs are subject 
to change at any time without notice.+Jumbo Loans are loans greater than $417,000. Financing for our 
best rates is based on 740+ Credit Score, loan amount, and loan to value. Lower credit score or loan 
amounts under $75,000 may affect interest rate. Please contact our Mortgage Department with any questions 
concerning loan programs. All loans are subject to lender requirements .

Think FIRST for Mortgages!

Official Credit Union of the TeXAN S
HOUSTON  

+

Find related stories at impactnews.com. Keyword Search

Career and Technical Education
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Featured Neighborhood
Cinco Ranch Southwest, 77494

Build-out year: Ongoing

Number of builders: 13

Square footage: 1,651–6,166

Home values: $181,990–$1,175,126

HOA dues (estimated): $940

Amenities: Golf, parks and green belt, tennis courts, 
water parks, jogging and bike trails, local YMCA, lakes, 
recreational pools

Nearby attractions: LaCenterra, Villagio, Village Center, 
Katy Mills Mall

Property taxes:
Cinco Southwest MUD 4 1.480000
Forth Bend County Drainage 0.019000
Fort Bend County ESD #4 0.081030
Fort Bend County General Fund 0.480760
Katy ISD 1.526600

Total (per $100 value) 3.58739

Data provided by 
Coldwell Banker United

281-579-2300
www.cbunited.com

REAL ESTATE

Featured homesOverview

4 Bed / 4.5 Bath 4,458 sq. ft. $590,000
Broker: RE/MAX Grand  281-994-5700

27814 Norfolk Trail Ln

5 Bed / 3.5 Bath 3,269 sq. ft. $359,000
Broker: Coldwell Banker, United Realtors 281-579-2300

26215 Salt Creek Ln

4/5 Bed / 3.5 Bath 3,432 sq. ft. $375,000
Broker: Emerald Properties  281-980-5017

6302 Cedardale Falls Dr

4/5 Bed / 4 Bath 2,900 sq. ft. $279,000
Broker: Keller Williams Signature 832-552-9311

6115 Brookmall

On the market  (March 1, 2013) Monthly home sales

Homes on the market (As of March 1, 2013)

Annual home sales (March 1, 2012–February 28, 2013)

No. of homes for sale 11

No. of homes under contract 29

Average days on the market 53

No. of homes sold 185

Square footage (low/high) 3,399 / 6,166

Selling price (low/high) $398,000 / $1,078,000

Number of homes for sale for last 6 months Average days on the market for last 6 months

Price Range 77094 77449 77450 77493 77494 77094 77449 77450 77493 77494

Less than $149,999 –– 64 33 12 88 –– 37 41 44 37

$150,000–$199,999 –– 11 5 7 10 –– 75 38 70 58

$200,000–$299,999 2 2 13 2 24 8 53 46 70 58

$300,000–$399,999 2 –– 5 –– 27 29 –– 29 –– 67

$400,000–$499,999 –– –– 2 –– 10 –– –– 47 –– 71

$500,000–$599,999 –– –– 1 –– 9 –– –– 102 –– 84

$600,000–$799,999 –– –– 1 –– 6 –– –– 32 –– 73

$800,000–$999,999 1 –– 1 –– 1 121 –– 108 –– 135

$1 million + –– –– –– –– –– –– –– –– –– ––

Number of homes sold Average price

Month 77094 77449 77450 77493 77494 77094 77449 77450 77493 77494

February 2012 11 72 46 81 130 $443,709 $95,992 $180,932 $133,360 $288,186

February 2013 10 115 80 26 142 $422,900 $115,585 $205,371 $150,122 $277,624

January 2013 9 99 59 22 107 $349,652 $113,316 $196,202 $143,924 $282,403

December 2012 8 109 73 29 168 $319,875 $112,442 $205,574 $147,478 $289,019

November 2012 10 123 70 25 17 $385,505 $111,437 $226,244 $158,745 $317,752

October 2012 3 –– 7 –– 118 $323,950 $109,971 $230,216 $180,471 $304,949

September 2012 1 –– 4 2 52 $377,490 $107,774 $211,439 $180,154 $304,954

August 2012 –– –– 2 –– 21 $493,269 $110,024 $232,080 $163,684 $295,834

July 2012 2 –– 1 –– 16 $336,217 $106,886 $251,378 $205,942 $297,060

And What Do I Need to 
Do to Get the Best Off er?

When a home hits the market, has great 
curb appeal, shows well and is positioned 
properly on the pricing scale, the buyers 
that walk through the door (having seen 
all the other competing homes on the 
market) will most likely ask themselves or 
their Realtor, “What’s it going to take to get 
this house?”  That is the kind of reaction 
every Seller should be aiming for from the 
day they put their house on the market.

The house remaining clean and available 
to unknown buyers and agents on a daily 
basis can get old real quick. Making sure 
the house is ready to show at any given 
time might be the best chance to avoid 
missing the next “buyer.”  Consider using a 
professional home-stager, or order a pre-
inspection to avoid any unforeseen issues 
once the property does sell. 

Katy Offi ce
3333 South Mason Rd.

Katy, TX 77450 • 281-579-2300

www.cbunited.com/katy

S. Fry Rd.
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