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Katy defi ning itself with its 
own brand

ONLINE IMPACTNEWS.COM

Cooperation is a big factor in 
serving local residents

Fire/EMS departments keep pace with 

population growth in the Katy area

$29 million bond used for parks, trail system

Willow Fork project set 
to connect community

This drawing shows the Central Green part of the parks and trails project, which is 
under construction at the LaCenterra shopping center.

Capt. Maria Galvez leads the Katy Fire and EMS 
Department, which is recruiting staff and volunteers.

By Nicole Bradford

An extensive park and trail 
system in the Willow Fork 
Drainage District is slowly tak-
ing shape as designers draw up 
plans for an interconnecting 
trail system, a vital piece of the 
puzzle in a $29 million green 
space package. 

Th e improvements follow a 
2011 bond election that voters 
narrowly passed in the 5,718-
acre district, which is located 
largely within Fort Bend County.  

Th e package includes 10 
school parks—which were com-
pleted in the fall of 2012—along 
with several community parks 
and an interconnecting trail sys-
tem that will be completed in 
phases. 

Two propositions were 
approved by voters: One that 
enabled the district—which 
manages drainage channels in 
Cinco Ranch, Falcon Ranch, 
Kelliwood and Canyon Gate—to 
issue $29 million in bonds, and 
another that allows it to use tax 
revenue to maintain new facili-
ties. 

“Green space and trails are a 
big reason why people choose a 
neighborhood,” said Bill Odle, a 
landscape architect in the Hous-
ton offi  ce of TBG Partners, who 
is working on the project. 

He said Willow Fork’s trail 
component is now in the design 
phase. Th e fi rst segment of trails 
is scheduled to be completed by 
August.  

Th e completion of the trail 
system is set to be the fi nal phase 
of the bond projects. Much of 
the right of way for the trails 
has been acquired, Odle said, 
and design work is under way 
to complete the trail system that 
will total about 50 miles. 

Projects listed on the district’s 
master plan will consume all of 
the $29 million in bonds when 
they are completed, said April 
Renberg, a Willow Fork Drain-
age District board member. 
Th ough the bonds will not raise 
taxes, they will extend the dis-
trict’s debt into 2033. 

Th e trails eventually will link 
to regional trails and provide 
a path to George Bush Park or 

By Joe Southern

Th e boom is on and Katy, like most of the 
Greater Houston area, is growing rapidly, 
oft en leaving fi re and emergency responders 
working to keep up with the pace.

Th e greater Katy area served by the Katy 
ISD grew 83 percent from 2000 to 2010. Th e 
current population is estimated at 269,000. 
Th e population growth is expected to acceler-
ate due to the reputation of the school district 

and the current energy boom and Katy’s con-
nection to the Energy Corridor. Th rough it 
all, area fi re and emergency medical services  
departments are rising to the challenge of 
keeping their communities covered when 
emergencies arise.

“We are well funded by the [emergency 
service district] to who we provide service,” 
said Steve Fowler, chief of Community Fire 
Department, located on the southeast side 
of greater Katy. “Honestly we are exception-
ally well equipped with the tools of our trade 
both in the area of suppression/rescue as well 

Terry Hershey Park trails. Th e 
trail and park system is expected 
to be complete within eight 
years.

Connecting communities 
Odle said the whole project is 

about connectivity. 
“Connectivity gives a sense 

of true community,” he said. 
“Th at’s a huge driver in new 
communities.”

Th e presence of interconnect-
ing trails is a positive infl uence 

on the homes near them, said 
Keith Mouton, founder of the 
Energy Corridor Management 
District’s bike to work cam-
paign. 

Before the bond election, 
Mouton spoke to Cinco Ranch 
MUDs and homeowners asso-
ciations in favor of the Willow 
Fork program. 

“Th e passage of the bonds 
and extension of these multi-
use trails falls right in line with 
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The Heritage Lodge - 19201 N. Canyon Lake Springs  

Registration & Car Staging: 10:30 AM – 12:00 PM 

Registration Contacts:

Joe Incognito – jincognito@cmsin.com - 281.728.5784

Amber Miller – amiller@amitx.com - 281.373.0970 

Fun for the whole family! Join us for classic and 

muscle cars, food, raffl es and music plus games 

for the kids!

• Saturday, February 23rd

• 12:00 PM – 4:30 PM

•  Show Your Car - $30 entry fee (per vehicle)

Rain Date:  February 24th

TowneLakeTexas.com 

•

 281.256.2772

Homes from the $200’s
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I’m truly excited 
and honored to be the 
General Manager for the 
Katy edition of Commu-
nity Impact Newspaper. 
At the time I graduated 
from Mayde Creek High 
School, Katy ISD only 
had three high schools. 
My parents are gradu-
ates of Katy High School. 
Th ey still live in Katy and 
are proud of the com-

munity they grew up in. Th ey instilled the same pride 
in me. I married my high school sweetheart and have a 
family of my own. I look forward to being a part of the 
growing Katy community and the wonderful things 
Katy has to off er.

Th is year the KISD FFA Livestock Show and Rodeo 
will celebrate its 70th anniversary. As a past L.D. Rob-
inson Scholarship recipient and a past grand champion 

steer winner, I know the importance of the Katy com-
munity’s involvement in the event. My experience with 
the FFA program helped me build a solid foundation for 
my future. I hope you will have an opportunity to take 
part in the Katy Livestock Show Feb. 21–23. 

As outlined on our cover story, the Katy community 
will be seeing more trails interconnecting communi-
ties as well as parks and central green spaces. Th e trail 
system will total about 50 miles and expand many of 
the trails and parks already available to the community. 
With the renewed interest in fi tness and exercise that 
always accompanies the start of a new year, this is a 
great opportunity to enjoy Katy’s outdoor amenities.

Please feel free to contact me and let me know what 
stories you would like to see covered in our paper. 
We welcome your feedback. 
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COMMUNITY FEEDBACK
TAKE THE POLL LAST MONTH’S POLL RESULTS

How oft en do you walk or ride a bike to 
work or school?

  Never

  Only on rare, special occasions

  Once or twice a week

  A few times a month

  Every chance I get

  Take the poll online at impactnews.com/katy-poll

Look for the results right here in next month’s print edition of 

Community Impact Newspaper.

What one gift  would you give the City 
of Katy for Christmas?

  30.77%                More retail shopping options

                          17.95%   Better streets

                          17.95%    A large, public swimming pool

                    12.82%   Improved drainage

            7.69%   Other

Results from an unscientifi c Web survey, collected 

Nov. 27, 2012–Jan. 18, 2013

Our top story this month is about the Willow Fork Drainage 

District’s $29 million parks and trails project. It is designed to 

link communities and to encourage residents to get outside 

more. Once complete, there will be more than 50 miles of trails. 

We want to know how much residents already walk and bike to 

work and school. Please comment and let us know how it will 

affect your commute.

The City of Katy is busy improving roads and infrastructure 

around town. We wanted to know what amenities residents 

most desired in the city.
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conditions. 281-500-6055, 
www.medicalfi tnesspros.com

 5  Baskin’s Western and Work Wear 
opened Jan. 24 in Katy Ranch Crossing, 
located at 24421 I-10, eastbound 
between Katy-Fort Bend Road and 
Grand Parkway. Th e store off ers a 
variety of boots, cowboy hats, western 
apparel, fl ame-resistant and safety 
clothing, and western style decor and 
novelties. 281-394-5245, 
www.baskins.com

6  Up Front Home Services expanded 
its services to the Katy area in January. 
Run by Joseph Pais, the business off ers 
carpet, tile, upholstery and area rug 
cleaning. 832-303-3546, 
www.upfronthomeservices.com

7  Fidelity Brokerage Services LLC 
recently opened an offi  ce at 23233 Cinco 
Ranch Blvd., Ste. 125. Th e company 
off ers a wide array of fi nancial services 
including fi nancial planning and 
investment. 281-769-9499, 
www.fi delity.com

8  Postal + Copy Center opened a new 
store Jan. 21 at 9550 Spring Green Blvd., 
Ste. 408. Th e store provides shipping, 
supplies and copy services. 
281-295-7757.

9  Whole Foods Market opened Jan. 30 
at 6601 S. Fry Road. Th e store features 
fresh, organic, high-quality foods and 
emphasizes healthy eating and lifestyle. 
www.wholefoodsmarket.com/stores/katy

Coming Soon

10  Jersey Mike’s Subs expects to open 
a new location at 6645 S. Fry Road at 
the end of February. Located next to a 
Smashburger, the sub shop will off er 
freshly made cold and hot subs as well 
as wraps, such as buff alo chicken and 
grilled veggie. Bread is fresh-baked daily 
and subs are served with lettuce, onions, 
tomato, oil, vinegar and spices.  
www.jerseymikes.com

Now Open

1  J-Dub’s Burger Barn opened Dec. 10 
at 5415 E. 5th St. Th e restaurant features 
hamburgers made with a mix of ground 
beef and brisket. Homemade fries, BLTs, 
wing baskets, salads and build-your-
own-burgers round out the menu. A kids 
menu is also available. 832-437-9701, 
www.jdubsburgerbarn.com

2  Made Ya Smile Dental recently 
opened a new offi  ce at 6645 S. Fry Road. 
Services include cleaning and protection, 
cosmetic dentistry, restorations and 
whitening for life. 281-265-1111, 
www.madeyasmile.com

3  Kim’s Tea House Tapioca Store 
opened at 1519 S. Mason Road Jan. 1. Th e 
business off ers fresh fruit, Vietnamese 

sandwiches, snacks, puddings, and 
beverages from cream and fl avored teas 
to smoothies and coff ee drinks. 
281-646-0002, www.kimsteahouse.com
    
4  A ribbon cutting was held Jan. 17 for 

Medical Fitness Pros, located at 2004 
S. Mason Road. Th e company provides 
fi tness treatment for people recovering 
from injuries, surgeries or other medical 

IMPACTS
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11  In the last week of January, Subway 
was expected to have opened its ninth 
Katy store at 9550 Spring Green Blvd., Ste. 
430. Two other stores are also expected 
to open this spring, at 24433 I-10 and at 
the southwest corner of FM 1463 and S. 
Firethorne Road. www.subway.com

12  Massage Heights, a massage and 
skin treatment franchise, will open a new 
location at 6501 S. Fry Road, Ste. 900, on 
Feb. 1. Located next to Medspring Urgent 
Care, the business will off er massages, 
facials and other therapeutic treatments, 
such as hot stone, foot scrubs and 
aromatherapy. 281-712-7258, 
www.massageheights.com

13  Drs. Brett and Ryann Donaldson, 
owners of Grand Vision Katy, have plans 
to open a second practice at Southpark at 
Cinco Ranch, 9550 Spring Green Blvd., 
Ste. 434, in February. Th e offi  ce provides 
primary eye care, including comprehensive 
eye exams, treatment of ocular diseases 
and emergency care, as well as contact 
lenses and eyeglasses. 
www.grandvisionkaty.com

14  Th e Legacy at Falcon Point Assisted 
Living and Memory Care facility is 
scheduled to open in late 2013 and will 
be located at the intersection of Roesner 
Road and Katy Gap Road. In December, 
it celebrated its ground breaking. When 
complete, it will house 82 units, 22 of 
which cater to memory care patients. 
281-394-0628, 
www.thelegacyatfalconpoint.com

15  CarMax will open its fourth Houston 
store at 21636 I-10 in the fall. Th e facility 
will cover 8.4 acres of land. CarMax has 
stores in north Houston, Cypress and off  of 
Hwy. 59. www.carmax.com

16  Menchie’s Frozen Yogurt is scheduled 
to open two stores in early February. One 
will be located at 9550 Spring Green Blvd. 
and the other at 6501 S. Fry Road, Ste. 700. 
Th e stores will be the fi rst in Katy and 
feature a self-serve yogurt wall and indoor 
and outdoor seating. www.menchies.com

17  Premier Personal Training will 
off er personalized fi tness training, group 
training and high-end fi tness activities 
when it opens in mid-March at 27110 
Cinco Ranch Blvd., Ste. 600. Owner 
Carl Comeaux provides a variety of 
services, including athletic and sports 
conditioning, injury rehab and nutrition 
coaching. Comeaux is off ering one free 
trial month of group personal training. 
281-305-8348, www.premierptstudio.com

18  Th e Great Harvest Bread Co. bakery 
will open at 1623 S. Fry Road Feb. 8. 
Th e bakery will serve as a community 
gathering place, off ering freshly baked 
whole grain breads and sweets, made-to-
order sandwiches, locally roasted coff ee 
and free wireless high speed Internet. 
281-578-3097, 
www.greatharvestkatytx.com

19  Freddy’s Frozen Custard and 
Steakburgers is coming to 24433 I-10, 
Ste. 100, in Katy Ranch Crossing. Th e 
restaurant features steakburgers, hot 
dogs, chicken strips and frozen custard 
desserts. www.freddysusa.com

20  Grand Lakes Dental Group and 
Orthodontics will open Feb. 18 at 6501 
S. Fry Road. Th e offi  ce will off er a full 
range of dental services including braces, 
bridges, crowns, teeth whitening and oral 
surgery. 281-574-5005, 
www.grandlakesdentalgroup.com

21  Sprouts Farmers Market will open a 
25,000-square-foot store at 23105 Cinco 
Ranch Blvd. in late March. Sprouts is 
a neighborhood grocery store with the 
feel of an old-fashioned farmers market, 
featuring fresh fruits and vegetables, 
grains, nuts, sweets, a full-service deli, 
and meat and seafood counters. 
www.sprouts.com

Anniversaries

22  Texas Mesquite Grill celebrated its 
fi rst anniversary Jan. 23. Th e restaurant 
features Tex-Mex foods, steaks, 
hamburgers, barbecue, seafood and more. 

20095 I-10, 281-829-0444, 
www.texasmesquitegrill.com

Relocations

23  Texas AFW Appliance & Furniture 
Warehouse relocated from 16802 Barker 
Springs, Houston, to 5315 Highway 
Blvd., Katy, in November 2012. Th e store, 
which originally opened in March 2010, 
specializes in reconditioned appliances 
such as washing machines, dryers and 
refrigerators at discount prices. It is also 
a distributor for brands including Ashley 
Furniture, Coaster Furniture and Enso 
memory foam mattresses. 281-829-1955, 
www.texasafw.com

School Notes

Th e Katy ISD Board of Trustees voted 
unanimously to name the district’s 
seventh high school aft er former educator 
O.D. Tompkins. Th e campus, located at 
4400 Falcon Landing Blvd., is scheduled 
to open in the fall for the 2013–14 school 
year. Tompkins spent most of his 35 
years in the school district as principal 
of Mayde Creek High School. Several 
trustees spoke out in favor of the name, 
saying it honored the man who dedicated 
most of his life to educating Katy’s 
children, including some who sat on the 
board. Aft er the vote, Tompkins rose and 
waved to the applauding crowd, but did 
not comment.
www.katyisd.org

In the News

Vance Cooper retired Dec. 31 as fi re 
marshal for Fort Bend County. With 
16 years as fi re marshal under his belt, 
Cooper called it a career but agreed to 
stay on as the interim fi re marshal until 
his replacement is hired. He began his
fi re fi ghting career in 1970 with the Wallis 
Volunteer Fire Department. Two years 
later he became a professional fi refi ghter 
in Spring Branch. He has been employed 
by the county for 22 years. 
www.fortbendcountytx.gov

News or questions about Katy? 

E-mail ktynews@impactnews.com.

Compiled by Joe Southern, Shawn Arrajj, Carrie Thornton and John Rigg

Richard Whiteside opened J-Dub’s Burger Barn in 
December.

1

Ivan Huang, right, takes a customer’s order at 
Kim’s Tea House.

3

Jason Hodge opened Medical Fitness Pros last year 
to help people recover from injuries and surgery.

4

Whole Foods Market just opened a new grocery 
store at 6601 S. Fry Road.
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Katy Tigers
State Champions
Even with a scare in the 
fourth quarter, the Tigers 
come away victorious

The Katy Tigers are getting used to playing in 
professional and collegiate football stadiums. Th at 
happens a lot for championship teams.

Th e Tigers won their seventh state football champion-
ship Dec. 22 at Cowboys Stadium, defeating the Cedar 
Hill Longhorns 35-24 to claim the Class 5A Division II 
crown. Th e win capped a 16-0 season for the Tigers. It was 
the school’s fi ft h title in 13 years, the last coming in 2008. 
Th e win put Katy in rare Texas air, as only Celina and 
Southlake Carroll have more state titles at eight each.

Katy was led by running back Adam Taylor, who had  30 
carries for 277 yards and fi ve touchdowns. Quarterback 
Kiley Huddleston completed 3 of 6 passed for 44 yards, but 
was reportedly playing on a broken leg. He injured the leg 
against Cibolo Steele in the semifi nal game.

Taylor was named the off ensive player of the game, and 
teammate Matt Dimon took home defensive player of the 
game honors for his two quarterback sacks. 

“Th ank you for giving us the opportunity at Katy to be 
successful,” said coach Gary Joseph at the Jan. 22 Katy ISD 
school board meeting.

By Joe Southern

SPORTS

1  The Katy Tigers take the fi eld for the start 
of the second half.

2  Things looked grim for the Tigers when 
Cedar Hill took the lead in the fourth quarter, 
24-21, with 9:22 left to play.

 3  The stands at Cowboys Stadium 
became a sea of red during the 5A Division II 
championship game.

4   Adam Taylor scores his third touchdown 
of the night.

5  Katy fans cheer after Quinn Atwood’s 
fourth quarter interception.
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Put the power of a 
conversation to work 
on your finances

Receive a discount of up to $20 on TurboTax® products when you meet with a banker*

The start of the year is the perfect time 
to sit down with a Wells Fargo banker to 
take a look at your finances and figure 
out where improvements can be made. 
One quick and easy discussion about 
your priorities and goals can help you take 
control of your finances and create the year 
you’d like to have. Call 1-800-WFB-OPEN 
(800-932-6736) or stop by to start a 
conversation today.

*The TurboTax discounts are as follows: $10 off TurboTax Online Deluxe (Online Federal and desktop download); $15 off TurboTax Premier (Online Federal and desktop download); $20 off TurboTax Home 
& Business (Online Federal and desktop download); and $20 off Business (desktop download only). At the end of your meeting or call with the Banker, you will receive a card with a link to the offer 
website to take advantage of this discount. You are responsible for any fees or charges in excess of the discount value. Promotion ends 04/15/13 and discount must be redeemed by 10/15/13. Limit one 
discount per person. Terms, conditions, features, availability, pricing, service and support options for TurboTax products subject to change without notice. You are responsible for determining whether 
any information, product or service is appropriate or suitable for you based on your objectives and personal and financial situation. You should consult an attorney or tax professional regarding your 
specific situation and requirements. All rights reserved. Intuit, TurboTax and TurboTax Online, among others, are registered trademarks and/or service marks of Intuit Inc. in the United States and other 
countries. Other parties’ trademarks or service marks are the property of their respective owners.
© 2013 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Member FDIC. (782802_07195)
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Gifts That Inspire Gifts That Inspire 
Your Heart & Home!

1001 Avenue B • Katy, TX 77493 • 281-391-1222 • M–F 10-6 • Sat 10–5 New Backpacks for Vera BradleyV

AT THE CAPITOL
News from 83rd Legislative Session

By Karen Brooks Harper

Capitol Correspondent

State lawmakers facing a wealth of  
decisions in 2014–15 budget talks

Th ere is only one piece of 
legislation the state constitution 
requires the Texas Legislature to 
pass aft er it convened Jan. 8: the 
budget.

Th e battle over tens of bil-
lions of dollars in state spending 
began before the session did, 
as did the discussion on how to 
limit growth of that spending for 
future budget cycles.

State leaders have pledged to 
spend no more than $77.4 bil-
lion in nondedicated money for 
the next budget cycle aft er the 
Legislative Budget Board set a 
mandatory spending growth cap 
at 10.71 percent in November. 

Starting point
Th e House and Senate released 

their base budgets Jan. 14 for 
the next biennium, with neither 
group putting any more money 
back into schools aft er more than 
$5 billion in education cuts last 
session. 

But the budgets, state leaders 
said, are just a starting point and 
are subject to months of public 
hearings. 

Some cautioned against mak-
ing decisions too early that might 
further limit spending on neces-
sary services for Texans. 

“As a legislator, I would not 
be representing my district in 
Houston if I were to not ensure 
that Texas moves forward in a 
responsible way that provides for 
the growth of its citizens and the 
needs of its children, the elderly, 
colleges, universities, fi nancial 
aid for college students, and 
middle-income Texans,” said Rep. 
Sylvester Turner, 

D-District 139, vice chairman of 
the House Appropriations Com-
mittee.

Th e House proposed a 
$187.7 billion budget, while the 
Senate put forth a slightly leaner 
bill amounting to $186.8 billion. 

Both are less than the nearly 
$189 billion budget passed in the 
last biennium.

Austerity option
Lawmakers could tighten the 

belt even further if conservative 
lawmakers can muster support 
for austerity. 

“Th e current fi scal crisis in 
Washington illustrates the conse-
quences of fi scal irresponsibility: 
when spending is unchecked, and 
when vast defi cits are accrued, 
the economy is at grave risk,” 
said John Colyandro, executive 
director of the Texas Conserva-
tive Coalition Research Insti-
tute, in a statement. “Excessive 
government spending begets 
higher taxes, which penalize job 
growth, investment, savings and 
innovation in the private-sector 
economy.” 

Revenue outlook
When State Comptroller Susan 

Combs released her annual rev-
enue estimate Jan. 7, she allotted 
$101.4 billion for general spend-
ing, leaving lawmakers with a 
surplus of $8.8 billion. 

Th e oil and gas boom produced 
billions in taxes for the state, she 
said, and helped Texas recover 
from a recession that left  lawmak-
ers facing a $25 billion shortfall 
in 2011. 

“Texas experienced a very 

strong rebound from a severe 
recession,” Combs said. “Th e 
state’s robust economic recov-
ery led to better-than-expected 
revenue collections in major 
taxes, such as the sales tax, oil and 
natural gas production taxes, and 
motor vehicle sales taxes. 

“Th e outlook for both the 
economy and state revenue is for 
continuing expansion as the fast-
growth of the economic recovery 
gives way to moderate, sustained 
growth.”

Spending growth cap
Th e percentage adopted 

Houston Metro area representatives

unanimously by the board, a per-
manent joint House-Senate com-
mittee that advises the Legislature 
on the budget, is the amount the 
state comptroller’s offi  ce projects 
for the state average per capita 
income growth during the budget 
period from 2014–15. 

Th e Texas Constitution requires 
that lawmakers increase the 
amount of spending from cycle 
to cycle only at a rate matched by 
personal income growth. 

Conservatives said strengthen-
ing or lowering the cap should 
be part of any plan to reign in or 
prevent runaway spending.

“Texas, where we must balance 
the state budget every two years, 
is a superior model to Washing-
ton,” Colyandro said. 

Current budget
Th e current budget, passed 

by the Texas Legislature in 2011 
with a record $15 billion in cuts, 
includes $70.4 billion in nonded-
icated spending for 2012–13. 

Nondedicated revenue is 
largely dependent on sales taxes, 
and funds the budget requests 
of state agencies, which oversee 
programs, such as electricity bill 
subsidies and fi nancial aid. 

Rep. Dwayne Bohac

R-District 138
Elected 2002

Sen. Troy Fraser

R-District 24
Elected 1996

Rep. Steve Toth

R-District 15
Elected 2012

Rep. Dennis Bonnen

R-District 25
Elected 1996

Rep. Patricia Harless

R-District 126
Elected 2006

Sen. John Whitmire

D-District 15
Elected 1982

Rep. Bill Callegari

R-District 132
Elected 2000

Sen. Glenn Hegar

R-District 18
Elected 2006

Sen. Tommy Williams

R-District 4
Elected 2002

Rep. Cecil Bell Jr.

R-District 3
Elected 2012

Rep. Allen Fletcher

R-District 130
Elected 2008

Rep. Debbie Riddle

R-District 150
Elected 2002

Rep. Brandon 

Creighton, R-Dist. 16
Elected 2006

Sen. Joan Huffman

R-District 17
Elected 2008

Rep. John Zerwas

R-District 28
Elected 2006

Rep. Gary Elkins

R-District 135
Elected 1994

Sen. Dan Patrick

R-District 7
Elected 2006
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(parade start, Feb. 23. $10 (adult, 11 and older), $5 (child).                        

www.katyrodeo.org

22 Katy Area Chamber of Commerce’s 44th 
Annual Gala ‘’A Tribute to Katy’’

The Katy Area Chamber of Commerce’s 44th Annual Gala 

benefi ts chamber programs. Live and silent auctions are 

held. Honorees for the gala are Exceptional Service, Katy 

Area Economic Development Council; Volunteer of the 

Year, Chris Crockett; Business of the Year, The Adams 

Law Firm; and Citizens of the Year, state Rep. John and 

Cindy Zerwas. All donations received by Feb. 8. are listed 

in the program. 6:30 p.m.–midnight. $125. Safari Texas 

Ranch, 11627 FM 1464, Richmond. 281-391-5289. 

www.katychamber.com  

Board of Directors hosts the Casey Donahew Band in 

concert. Tim Tuttle and Erica Rico from 93Q radio station 

are the masters of ceremonies. State Rep. Bill Callegari 

gives special recognition for the event. 7 p.m. $20–$65. 

The Merrell Center, 6301 S. Stadium Lane. 

281-396-2562. www.merrellcenter.org

09 Heart of Katy Fun Run/Walk
CHRISTUS St. Catherine Hospital hosts the 

7th annual fun run and walk. The event includes a 5K 

run, one-mile kids run and a one-mile family walk/run. 

The funds raised benefi t Katy’s fi rst comprehensive heart 

program. Sponsorship opportunities are available. 

6:45 a.m.–noon. $15–$35. 701 S. Fry Road. 

281-391-7880. www.christusstcatherine.org

09 Faith West Pedaling the Prairie ’13
The annual non-competitive bike ride traverses the 

rice fi elds and prairie between Bellville and Katy. The BPMS150 

recommended ride travels several courses ranging from a 

24-mile beginner ride to a 71-mile endurance ride. All proceeds 

benefi t the athletic department of Faith West Academy. 

Coffee, oatmeal and breakfast tacos are served before the 

ride. There are break points every 10 to 15 miles. 7 a.m. 

(registration), 9 a.m. (ride). $40 (advance), $45 (race day). Waller 

County Fairgrounds, 22000 Fairground Road, Hempstead.              

www.pedalingtheprairie.org. www.faithwest.org

16 Run 4 the Children
The four-mile run benefi ts 1:17, the adoption ministry of 

Fellowship at Cinco Ranch. The money helps families adopting 

children. 1:17 helps provide justice for the oppressed and 

marginalized. The race makes a loop in Cinco Ranch, and for 

those who cannot go the full distance, there is a shortcut that 

makes it 2.6 miles. 9 a.m. $37 (until Feb. 15), $45 (race day).The 

Fellowship at Cinco Ranch, 22765 Westheimer Parkway, Katy. 

www.run4thechildren.org

21 through 23 Katy ISD FFA Livestock Show 
and Rodeo

The 70th annual event features nightly rodeos at the L.D. 

Robinson Pavilion. The livestock shows, sales and auctions 

are held daily at the pavilion. 7 p.m. (rodeo), 9:30 a.m. 

(parade, Feb. 23) I-10 and FM 1493 (rodeo), Rhodes Stadium 

Find more or submit Katy events at 

www.impactnews.com/kty-calendar.

To have Katy events considered for the print edition, 

they must be submitted online by the fi rst Friday of 

the month.

February

02 Miles for Miracles 5K 
and Miracle Mile Fun Run

Inaugurating this year, the children’s bike ride benefi ts the 

Leukemia and Lymphoma Society and the Seven Lakes 

High School tennis team. The fun run is for children under 

10 years and it is one mile. It is a USATF sanctioned 

event, which means it is offi cially timed. Pre-registered 

participants in the 5K get a T-shirt; fi nishers receive a 

medal and a goody bag. Awards are presented for the 

top fi nishers. The event is followed by a festival with 

moonwalks, live music and vendors. 7 a.m. (registration), 

8:30 a.m. (mile fun run), 9:30 a.m. (5K), $20 (mile fun run), 

$30 (5K). Seven Lakes High School, 9251 S. Fry Road. 

281-704-2143. www.milesformiracles5k.com

07 through 09 Life in Technicolor
Cinco Ranch High School’s Bravo Show Choir 

presents its spring show featuring performances of current and 

popular songs, such as “Titanium,” “Somebody That I Used 

to Know,” “Little Lion Man,” “Everybody Talks,” “Bohemian 

Rhapsody” and “Africa.” 7:30 p.m. $8 (adults), $6 (students), 

$5 (Katy ISD Gold Card). CRHS Performing Arts Center, 23440 

Cinco Ranch Blvd. 281-237-5204. dorothyjwilson@katyisd.org.

09 L.D. Robinson Scholarship concert
Celebrating 70 years of the Katy ISD FFA 

Livestock Show and Rodeo, the L.D. Robinson Scholarship 

CALENDAR

Online Calendar
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through 24
Cy-Fair Home and Garden Show
The 6th annual event is held at the Berry 

Center and showcases the latest home and garden 

fashions and techniques. Several industry experts 

are scheduled to speak on topics ranging from 

architecture, smart homes to basic home and garden 

care. Saturday, 9 a.m.–7 p.m., Sunday, 10 a.m.–6 p.m., 

$9 (adults), $7 (seniors). The Berry Center, 

8877 Barker Cypress, Cypress. 281-894-3900, 

www.cyfairhomeandgarden.com

Worth the TRIP
F E B
23
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With multiple pediatric subspecialties conveniently located on site, our experts

offer top care for kids. From allergy and asthma to physical therapy to radiology,

our specialist clinics are staffed by experts in their fields using the most advanced

facilities – all designed specifically for children and their families. They’re one reason

why U.S.News & World Report ranked us as the top pediatric hospital in Texas. The

next time your child needs medical care, come to us. We’re all about kids.

I-10 and Barker Cypress    |    westcampus.texaschildrens.org

West Campus

Follow us©2013 Texas Children’s Hospital. All rights reserved. WC232_011013

Specialist care
just for kids
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Far Pavilions
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Ratna Pande, who co-owns Far Pavilions with her husband Hannu, scours Asia for furniture materials.
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Far Pavilions
Indian architectural relics become furniture

In an age where mass-produced furni-
ture dominates homes, Far Pavilions 
in Katy prides itself in creating one-

of-a-kind pieces using materials from 
around the world. 

Owned by the husband and wife team 
of Hannu and Ratna Pande, the furni-
ture store mainly showcases items from 
Southeast Asia, South America and local 
Texan artisans.

“It is a great pleasure to get to combine 
pieces from all over the world and see 
how it all comes together harmoniously 
in a person’s home,” Ratna said. “We 
travel around the world and go to homes 
that are being torn down and purchase 
not only furniture but architectural 
elements. We take the ceiling tiles, wall 
tiles, columns and ship them to our 
workshop in India.”

At the workshop, a design team repur-
poses the parts the Pandes selected and 
creates new furniture pieces using qual-
ity wood from the United States. Ratna 
said she can also create custom pieces for 
customers who have their own materials. 

Although the Pandes purchase antique 
architectural materials, Ratna said the 
furniture does not look ethnic in that it 
combines traditional and contemporary 
trends and can stay in style for decades. 

Since opening the store nine years 
ago, the Pandes have set their sights on 
selling versatile pieces that are not mass 
produced. Each item is unique.

“People love the individuality of our 
furniture,” said Margie McNabb, sales 
manager at the store. “Th ey like the fact 
that they won’t walk into their friends’ 
house and see the same piece.”

McNabb, who has more than 30 
years of design experience and years 
of working with Houston furniture 

manufacturers, said the store stands 
apart because every piece looks “so dif-
ferent than what we have grown accus-
tomed to seeing every day in people’s 
homes.”

Although the Pandes are far away 
from home, their frequent visits to India 
searching for furniture allows them to 
keep in close contact with family and 
friends. 

Ratna and Hannu married in India 
and moved to the United States in 1979 
motivated by Ratna’s American dream, 
she said. 

In 1981 the couple moved to Houston 
and found inspiration for their business 
aft er friends continued to compliment 
their distinctive furniture and design of 
their home.

“People always ask me why we came 
to America, and I say it was because of 
a misguided sense of adventure,” Ratna 
said. “I wanted to go to America and 
start a business, and that’s what we did.”

Business is good for the Pandes, Ratna 
said, but she does not foresee any physi-
cal expansion in the near future. Her 
store has become a destination for fami-
lies and individuals around the state, 
and expanding the store may jeopardize 
the individuality and quality of pieces 
shown, she said. 

Above all, Far Pavilions values fi nely 
craft ed furniture by the artisans they 
partner with in India, she said. In their 
warehouse, workers hand make furniture 
using solid wood and the artifacts the 
Pandes choose during their travels.

“Artisanship has become a lost art,” 
Ratna said. “It used to be passed down 
from father to son with pride, and now 
with so many call centers no one in India 
wants to do that any more.”

BUSINESS

20425 I-10

Katy • 281-579-3858

www.farpavilions.com

Mon.–Thu., 10 a.m.–6 p.m.

Fri.–Sat., 10 a.m.–7 p.m.

Sun., noon–6 p.m.

Additional Services
• Aside from selling furniture, the store also 

keeps extra parts, such as table legs, to 

adjust pieces for the customers needs. For 

example, a dining table can be made into a 

coffee table by adding shorter legs.

• Design Assistance: Customers pay $250 

for a two-hour session with Owner Ratna 

Pande, who will act as a design consul-

tant. After a home walkthrough, she gives 

theme, color and décor advice and recom-

mends various pieces from her store. The 

$250 fee can be applied toward furniture 

cost if a customer spends at least $2,000.

• Customers who want to upholster or re-

upholstery their old or new furniture pieces 

can have that done at Far Pavilions.

The Far Pavilions showroom features items created 
from 100-year-old architectural remnants salvaged 
from India and other Asian countries.

Antique archways that were being thrown out have 
been repurposed as furniture.

By the Numbers

By Carrie Thornton

9
YEARS

In business

CHAMPIONS SCHOOL OF
PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT

Etiquette in the Workplace

Social Side of Business

Communication Etiquette

Organizational Skills

Dining Etiquette

Powerful First Impressions

Interviewing Skills

Public Speaking Like a Pro

If a career in Real Estate, Loan 
Originator, Inspection or Appraisal 
interests you, give us a call or go to 
ChampionsSchool.com and learn more 
about becoming a licensed professional. 

Classroom | Correspondence | Online

CHAMPIONS SCHOOL  
OF REAL ESTATE®

ChampionsSchool.com
TREC #0005 Open to the Public

Call a Campus Today!
Houston Galleria
713-629-4543

Houston North 
281-893-4484

Houston West
281-496-7386

CHAMPIONS SCHOOL OF
P
D

C

Register Now: 888-335-6767
www.TheChampionsProfessional.com

Grow Professionally 
with Champions

10

By the Numbers

19
Types of 
furniture

7 Countries

Far Pavilion uses materials 

for its furniture from

20,000 sq. ft .
Showroom and warehouse
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3 Olives Italian Restaurant

Bistro 829
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Jeff Miller and Fauna Miller, owners of Bistro 829, provide guests with an intimate, upscale-casual atmosphere.
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3 Olives Italian Restaurant, 
Bistro 829
Two restaurants share a single location in Katy

In terms of Italian food, business part-
ners Jeff  Miller and Fauna Miller have a 
reputation of off ering diverse, yet tradi-
tional fare to their patrons. 

Aft er founding the well-known Hasta 
la Pasta concept, the Millers, along with 
their nephew Jason, opened Bistro 829 off  
Mason Road in 2002 to bring a gourmet 
Texas twist to popular American cuisine.

“I became personally interested in this 
concept aft er going to some of the [res-
taurants] in Austin,” Jeff  Miller said. “We 
wanted to off er gourmet food, but with a 
Texas infl uence. We call it Hill Country 
gourmet.”

Shortly aft er closing the Bistro in 2009, 
the Millers teamed up with long-time 
friend Austin Bauer to open 3 Olives 
Italian Restaurant, bringing their classic 
pastas, seafood, steaks and chops up to 
their new gourmet standards. Th e restau-
rant features upscale décor, artwork and 
furnishings, but the owners were careful 
to provide a casual, family friendly atmo-
sphere, Miller said.

Th e corner of Westheimer Parkway and 
Peek Road is fl ush with dining options, 
but the Millers keep customers com-
ing through their door because of their 
upscale-casual atmosphere, diverse menu 
off erings and a variety of services rang-
ing from bar service to catering to private 
parties, Miller said.

“Th e menu is really what makes us dif-
ferent,” he said.

Menu items include the lobster ravioli 
($19) stuff ed with crab meat, shrimp and 
lobster in a pink Suga Rosa sauce, and the 
Veal Saltimbocca ($17), an Italian classic 
featuring veal stuff ed with bacon, mush-
rooms and Provolone cheese served in a 
sweet sherry sauce over angel hair pasta.

To the delight of their customers, the 
owners also brought in several guest 
favorites from the former Bistro 829, such 
as the chicken fried prime rib ($23), a 
thick-cut prime rib breaded and topped 
with a bacon-poblano cream gravy.

Aft er receiving several comments from 
diners regarding the former Bistro 829 
location, Miller decided to dedicate a 
portion of the 3 Olives restaurant space to 
house the new Bistro 829 in 2010. How-
ever, while 3 Olives is fl ourishing in the 
community, Bistro 829 has not yet recap-
tured the client base it once had.

“We decided to reopen the Bistro just 
from the comments received from our 
customers,” Miller said. “Th ey would 
ask, ‘Where has the Bistro gone?’ Perhaps 
because the Bistro was closed for a year 
and a half, we haven’t been able to build it 
up to that previous level, but we live here, 
we go to church here, we go shopping 
here. I think customers appreciate the fact 
that we are local to Katy. Th ere’s a little bit 
of that personal touch.”

DINING

22764 Westheimer Parkway

Katy • 832-437-4062

www.3oliveskaty.com

Mon.–Thur. 11 a.m.–9 p.m.

Fri.–Sat. 11 a.m.–10 p.m.

Sun. 11 a.m.–8:30 p.m.

22764 Westheimer Parkway

Katy • 281-646-0829

www.bistrokaty.com

Lunch: Tues.–Fri. 11 a.m.–2 p.m.

Dinner: Mon.–Thur. 5–9:30 p.m.

Fri.–Sat. 5–10:30 p.m.

Sun. 5–8 p.m.

Special Features
• Happy Hour is offered Sunday–Thursday 

from 3–7 p.m. for guests in the bar area.

• Although the space is too small for live 

music, the restaurants participate in the 

community Sip ‘N Stroll and often use the 

patio to host events during the warmer 

months.

3 Olives combines traditional and contemporary 
dishes, such as the Southwest Fettuccine ($14).

The bar adds a casual atmosphere to 3 Olives.

The chicken fried prime rib ($23) was created 
specifi cally for the original Bistro 829 menu.

By John Rigg

Owner’s Recommendations
• Crab Cake

Made with colossal lump crab meat and 

baked, served with a black bean relish and 

creamy remoulade. ($9)

• Chicken Fried Prime Rib
An item distinctive of Bistro 829, a thick cut 

prime rib slow cooked and breaded fi nished 

in the oven and topped with a bacon and 

poblano pepper cream gravy. Served with 

mashed potatoes and green beans. ($23)

• Roquefort Crusted Snapper
Mild red snapper pan seared and lightly 

breaded topped with a basil Buerre Blanc. 

Served with spinach risotto and sauteed 

vegetables. ($22)

• Croissant Bread Pudding
Traditional pudding served warm with a hot 

bourbon sauce. ($6)

1/2 OFF PROCESSING FEE
MENTION THIS AD TO RECEIVE

Expires 2-28-13

Broker & Bank  Conventional & Government Loans 
Purchases  Refinance  Debt Consolidation

Cypress Owned and Operated

we specialize in mortgages that fit your lifestyle

Offi  ce:  832-220-1480      Cellular:  832-865-6065       Email for a FREE Quote: tami@cntmtg.com       Web:www.cntmtgc.com 

25250 Northwest Freeway Ste. 260, Cypress, TX 77429  |  TX Broker License #75191

Tami LaCoe Channel
President

Awards for Excellence
Winner of Distinction

2010

Company NMLS ID – 273344
Individual NMLS ID – 333134

SKIP 2 MONTHS OF 
PAYMENTS, ASK US HOW!!

Westheimer Pkwy.
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John Zerwas
State Representative, District 28

PEOPLE

What is your top legislative priority 
for the session and why?

I think my top legislative priority will 
be to address some of the concerns around 
public education. I think in the last session 
we were sort of forced to make some tough 
funding decisions with regard to public 
education, and we made some tough deci-
sions around accountability, also. I think 
we need to be sure we address the funding 
issue in a more fair and equitable way so 
we can be sure school systems in the Katy 
area have adequate resources to teach our 
children. 

Do you think the Legislature will 
address gun control measures? 

I think it’s really top-of-mind for people, 
and I think there will probably be some 
proposed legislation that will attempt to 
try to address this situation. A lot of people 
feel very strongly that if the people in 
the school setting were able to have their 

weapon that perhaps an individual like this 
would not have killed as many people as 
he did.  Th e other area around this whole 
issue does need to be addressed. I think it’s 
the common thread through all of these 
mass killings, and that’s mental health. 
We have a big mental health challenge in 
the state of Texas and across the whole 
nation. We really need to determine: are 
we adequately identifying people with 
mental health issues; are we getting them 
the treatment that they need; and when 
it comes to the sale of weapons, have we 
established a clear enough vision that 
prevents guns from getting in the hands of 
people with serious mental health issues? 
Th e mental health bar that we have right 
now is so high that most people fall under 
it and don’t have any restriction on acquir-
ing weapons. Th e greatest weapon that 
anybody owns is between their two ears. 
If there is some derangement there that 
would lead somebody to commit such a 

heinous crime, such as this or the others 
that we’re aware of, it behooves us to look 
at what we could have done to perhaps 
have intervened in that.

What are the greatest needs in your 
district?

I do think that the greatest need in 
our district is again around education. 
People come to Katy, I think, in a large 
degree because they are attracted to the 
school system that we have here. It’s very 
reputable, and it continues to provide our 
kids with great educational opportuni-
ties. I think we need to be sure that we 
from a legislative perspective continue 
to provide the necessary resources and a 
fair accountability system to allow them 
to continue to do some of the great work 
that they’re doing. Part of  what goes on 
in Katy, because of the growth, is the need 
for developers to have certain things that 
allow them to develop communities. Th ese 

are largely called municipal utility districts 
and a lot of these are created during the 
legislative session for expediency. We’ll see 
quite a few of those this legislative session, 
which is a refl ection of the recovery of the 
economy. 

Will funding levels for public 
education be restored in this 
session?

I do think that we will see some of the 
funding levels—the things that got cut 
in the last session—restored. Part of that 
is we heard loud and clear during this 
two-year period of time the things the 
schools are having to do to accommodate 
the funding decreases. Th e other side of 
that is we will have a budget surplus this 
year. We did get more revenue in than 
we anticipated, and I think we’ll be able 
to use that budget surplus to help fi ll the 
holes not only in the education arena, but 
in the health care arena.

J
o

e
 S

o
u

th
e

rn

By Joe Southern

John Zerwas, M.D., had a tough fi ght to win the District 28 seat in the Texas House 
of Representatives in 2006, but he has easily handled the competition in the three 
following races.

Th e Republican from Richmond was the top vote-getter in a seven-way race in the 
2006 Republican primary and won a runoff  election followed by the general elec-
tion to take the seat vacated by Glenn Hegar, who successfully ran for the Senate. He 
handily defeated his Democratic opponent in 2008 and 2010 and in November was 
elected to his fourth term in an uncontested race.

Th e 28th District covers Wharton, Waller and part of Fort Bend counties. As 
representative of the district, Zerwas has championed education, individual property 
rights, tax relief, immigration control, Medicaid reform and quality health care. Zer-
was was appointed to the appropriations and public health committees in the 82nd 
Legislature.

Zerwas and his wife, Cindy, graduated from Bellaire High School in 1973. Th ey 
were married fi ve years later. He graduated from the University of Houston and went 
on to earn his doctorate in medicine from Baylor University. He is an anesthesiolo-
gist with Greater Houston Anesthesiologists, a group he helped form in 1985 and led 
as president from 1996–2000. Zerwas has also served as chief medical offi  cer of the 
Memorial Hermann Healthcare System. 

He helped form First Colony Church of Christ in Sugar Land, and he was one of its 
fi rst deacons. Zerwas also helped form a Boy Scout troop in the Pecan Grove area.

CONSIGNERS/SHOPPERS NEEDED!

SHOP & SAVE ON CHILDREN’S CLOTHING, 
TOYS & BABY GEAR 

   80% OFF

for the Penny Pinching Mamas Children’s 
Consignment Resale Event at the Berry Center

Friday, March 8 • 9 a.m. – 7 p.m. Sale opens to public!
Saturday, March 9 • 8 a.m. – 3 p.m. Half price sale!  

PENNY 
PINCHING 
MAMAS

Details at www.pennypinchingmamastx.com  |  281.610.8577

On all items noted 
DISCOUNT ONLY

Come and shop to get unbelievable deals on 
Name Brand Children’s Clothing from Newborn to Teen and baby gear!

SAVINGS UP TO RETAIL

8877 Barker Cypress/West Rd.
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Many local nonprofi t organizations 

are looking for volunteers as 2013 

begins, and they offer an array of 

opportunities. 

Act of Life is a Christian based organization 

with a goal to advance adoption awareness 

by educating, encouraging and equipping 

those considering adoption and promoting 

its benefi ts. It is seeking volunteers who want 

to become educators for those facing an 

unplanned pregnancy. 

5502 First St., Ste. 2. 

713-991-5433, www.actofl ife.org

The Arc of Katy is a day program for adults 

and summer camp for youths that provides 

participants with life skills, recreation and 

community involvement. Volunteers help 

participants visit the food bank, take fi eld 

trips, visit entertainment venues and do crafts 

and exercise. 

P.O. Box 6133, Katy

832-754-9802, www.thearcofkaty.org

ARTreach is a nonprofi t arts educational 

outreach program that provides mentoring 

and art-related programs to children, adults 

and elderly with special needs. It is seeking 

volunteers interested in sharing their time and 

talents with others. 

4211 Stonecroft Circle Drive

713-444-1897, www.artreachonline.org

Autumn Grove Cottage is an assisted 

living facility specializing in Alzheimer’s care. 

It seeks volunteers who will visit the small 

cottage, which is made up of 16 residents, to 

make a positive difference with their seniors. 

21803 Oak Park Trails Drive

281-398-6845, www.autumngrove.com

Christ Clinic of Katy serves the uninsured 

and those without governmental assistance 

in the Katy area. In 12 years, it has served 

more than 7,000 patients. Its staff is made 

up of volunteer medical staff, which includes 

doctors, nurses and administrative assistants. 

Volunteers are always needed. 

5504 First St. 

281-391-0190, www.christclinickaty.org

CHRISTUS St. Catherine Hospital 

provides a vast array of services in medical 

care and addresses the physical, emotional, 

mental and spiritual needs of its patients. 

Volunteers work directly with patients and 

families or in administrative areas. 

701 S. Fry Road 

281-599-4502, www.christusstcatherine.org

Friends of Maud Marks Library is an 

organization dedicated to providing programs 

for children and adults and books and 

equipment to the library and community. 

Volunteers assist with fundraisers, book sales 

and donations. 

1815 Westgreen Blvd. 

281-492-8592, www.maudmarksfriends.org

Harris County Public Library – Katy 

Branch accepts volunteers, high-school age 

and older, to help with the shelving of books 

and preparing of programs. 

5414 Franz Road 

281-391-3509, www.hcpl.net

Katy Christian Ministries (KCM) is a social 

service nonprofi t agency. It offers a wide 

variety of services: fi nancial assistance, food 

pantries, a crisis center for domestic abuse 

and sexual assault centers, and hotlines. KCM 

offers a variety of opportunities for those 

interested in volunteering including age-

appropriate services that include food and 

furniture drives and assisting with store sales 

and donations. Volunteers must be 13 years of 

age or older. 

5011 E. 5th St. 

281-391-5261, www.ktcm.org

Katy Elks Lodge 2628 is a charitable 

foundation that offers a wide variety of 

programs, from scholarships to drug 

education and veterans services. Volunteers 

assist with programs, fundraisers and 

activities available to members. 

1050 Katy Fort Bend Road 

281-391-2763, www.katyelks.org

Katy Visual and Performing Arts Center 

provides visual and performing art programs 

along with other enrichment opportunities 

through live theater performances and classes 

for children. This nonprofi t organization offers 

music, art shows and live theatre year-round. 

Volunteers, age 16 and older, can assist with 

concessions, production support and art 

projects. 

2500 S. Mason Road, Ste. 290. 

281-829-2787, www.kvpac.org

Krause Children’s Center is a residential 

treatment center for abused and neglected 

children, ages 11-17. Aside from interacting 

with the children, volunteers can help in 

numerous activities from event planning and 

repair service projects to providing makeovers 

for the children. 

25752 Kingsland Blvd. 

281-392-7505 

www.krausechildrenscenter.org

Memorial Hermann Katy promotes 

redefi ning health care in every aspect, 

including volunteers. The areas of service 

include the information desk, gift shop, 

nursing units, surgery waiting areas, 

transportation, physical therapy and patient 

advocates. 

23900 I-10

281-644-7581, www.memorialhermann.org

Pregnancy Help Center is dedicated 

to meeting the physical, emotional and 

spiritual needs of those facing an unplanned 

pregnancy. The center educates on sexual 

responsibility and offers Christ-centered 

counseling. Volunteer opportunities include 

medical services, administrative assistance 

and mentoring. 

1450 E. Summitry Circle 

281-599-0909, www.phckaty.org

South Texas Animal Adoption Rescue 

(STAAR) is a no-kill adoption agency and 

sanctuary for dogs. Volunteers provide 

a variety of assistance such as weekend 

adoption, fundraising, donations, promotional 

work, renovating the organization’s website, 

dog runs and yard work.

P.O. Box 6575, Katy

281-392-0927, www.staarnet.org

Sunrise Senior Living of Cinco Ranch 

offers numerous services to seniors, from 

independent and assisted living to nursing and 

short-term stays. It is known for excellence, 

integrity and ethical behavior and encourages 

volunteers to help enrich the lives of those at 

Sunrise. 

21939 Cinco Ranch Blvd. 

281-240-0500, www.sunriseseniorliving.com

This guide is not a comprehensive list of all 

area organizations that need volunteers. If 

your organization is not included, please 

email us at listings@impactnews.com, and 

we will add it to our online list. 

For more Houston area volunteer 

opportunities, visit: 

impactnews.com/volunteerguide

                               ...gift s with style ....home decor

One Mason Plaza • 1648 South Mason Road •  Katy, Texas 77450 
Mon.-Sat. • 10 a.m.-6p.m. Sun. • 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

281-395-4595
Crabtree & Evelyn • Mark Roberts Fairies • China Baroque • Waxing Poetic • Tyler • Th e Th ymes • Department 56 • Jim Shore

Christopher Radko • Lampe Berger • Lollia • Maximal Art • Mary Francis Handbags • Marianna Jewelry • Consuela

 FREE 
"Fill Your Heart" 

Media Case 
with a $100 

Brighton Purchase
Jan 25 - Feb 10

Two 
New 

Gift  Sets 
Available for Purchase. Each set comes 
in a beautifully branded porcelain box.  

Just in time for Valentines. 
While supplies last!
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Learn your 10-year risk for heart 
disease. Join us at Methodist West 
Houston Hospital on:

Thursday, February 21, 2013
5:00 – 6:00 p.m. 
Screening (Lobby Atrium)

6:00 – 7:30 p.m. 
Physician Panel (Mesquite 
Conference Room)

Who else depends on

your heart?
Protect the heart of your 

family by attending a free 
heart screening and seminar.

JOIN US FOR A  

GRAND  
OPENING  

SO

IT TAKES A  
WHOLE MONTH  
TO CELEBRATE!

FREE DAILY GIVEAWAYS
&  

GRAND PRIZE  
of a Flat Screen TV!

Stop by our Spring Green Banking Center at 9610 Spring Green Blvd. 
between February 1 - 28 for FREE DAILY GIVEAWAYS1 and a chance 
to win the GRAND PRIZE of a flat screen television.2

Spring Green Banking Center
9610 Spring Green Blvd.   281.574.8660

facebook.com/FirstVictoria twitter.com/FirstVictoria www.firstvictoria.com

1 One daily giveaway per person. While supplies last. 2 Must be 18 years of age to enter drawing. Need not be present to win. Complete contest rules by request. 2013
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L.D. Robinson was recruited in the 
early 1940s by the Texas Education 
Agency to help save Katy’s foundering 
agricultural science program. 

With passion and an aptitude for 
organizing, teaching and encourag-
ing others, Robinson transformed the 
Katy Future Farmers of America into a 
nationally recognized program. For 30 
years as an educator and leader in Katy, 
“Mr. Rob” helped shape his students’ 
lives through community events and 
outreach.  

“My father was all about bringing 
people together to motivate them and 
get them involved,” his daughter Diana 
Robinson Elder said.

Elder said when Robinson was hired 
to run Katy’s agricultural science pro-
gram in 1942, he inherited a program 
that was bankrupt and on the verge of 
being canceled by the school board. 
Robinson instead proposed a dramatic 
expansion of the project. He envisioned 
an FFA chapter farm, a local livestock 
show and rodeo with a lighted arena 
and then built a scale model of his 
grand design. To top it off , he promised 
that his eff orts would not cost the board 
a dime.

Robinson initially raised money by 
purchasing some pigs with the intention 
to have students raise and auction them. 
Th e owner of the Katy Feed Store paid 
the feed bill. Robinson’s students raised 
the pigs and when they were ready to 
sell, Robinson organized a fundrais-
ing event. To boost enthusiasm for the 
auction, he planned a “Cowboy Sports 
Rally” on land set aside for a football 
fi eld. Th e rally was so successful that it 
became a weekly summer event for the 
next eight years.

Th e establishment of the annual 
Katy FFA Livestock Show, Rodeo and 

L.D. Robinson, his students and their mascot Jonesy—a Charolais bull—gather in the early 1960s.
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Parade followed from the success of the 
rally and auction. Th e fi rst permanent 
livestock pens, barns and lighted rodeo 
arena were built according to Robinson’s 
model in 1947 behind Katy High School 
at FM 1463 and South Stadium Lane.

“All the labor and materials were 
donated by Katy businesses and local 
citizens at no cost to the school board,” 
said Elder. “Women in Katy brought 
meals for those who were working on 
construction.”

Robinson persuaded the Cotts family 
to donate land for the agricultural sci-
ence farm, which would be instrumental 
in helping generations of Katy students 
learn about nearly every aspect of farm-
ing and ranching. He taught subjects as 
varied as genetics, soil science and judg-
ing eggs. During his tenure, the Katy 
FFA won competitions at the district, 
state and national levels and became 
widely known as “the school you needed 
to beat in order to win,” Elder said. 

Before coming to Katy, Robinson was 
known as an historian and administra-
tor. He had taught American and Texas 
history, and he was a master teacher in 
geometry, a school principal and a win-
ning basketball coach. 

His expertise was so broad and his 
standing within the community so 
high that he was off ered the position of 
superintendent of Katy ISD, Elder said. 
He declined so that he could continue in 
his role as FFA adviser and agricultural 
science teacher. In 1960, Robinson was 
awarded the National Honorary Ameri-
can Farmer Degree.

“He brought together people who 
were otherwise on the outs by persuad-
ing them to act for the benefi t of the 
kids,” Elder said. “He just had that way 
about him—he was a strong, kind and 
gentle leader.”

L.D. Robinson
Educator taught students to be farmers, leaders
By Nathaniel Stone

HISTORY       

• To commemorate the rodeo’s 70th 

anniversary, a special concert and dance 

featuring the Casey Donahew Band will be 

held at the Merrell Center on Saturday, 

Feb. 9, to benefi t the L.D. Robinson 

Scholarship Fund. For tickets, visit 

www.merrellcenter.org

• Robinson’s legacy of leadership with the 

Katy ISD and FFA will be recognized with 

the reading of a state proclamation in 

his honor.

• Each year, the L.D. Robinson Scholarship 

awards three to four 4-year scholarships 

to graduating seniors in the Katy ISD FFA 

and agricultural science program. For 

more information, visit www.ldrskaty.org 

• The rodeo is held over three nights (Feb. 

21–23) and features dozens of events 

across all age brackets. Proceeds from 

ticket sales ($10 for ages 11 and up, $5 

for ages 3–10, free for 2 and under) 

support agricultural education within Katy 

ISD. www.katyrodeo.org

• The parade will begin Feb. 23 at 

9:30 a.m., departing the west gate of 

Rhodes Stadium turning south on 

Katyland Drive, then west on Hwy. 90 to 

Katy High School.

• Next to the rodeo grounds parking area, 

Crabtree Amusements, Inc. will set up 

carnival rides and shows, which will 

coincide with the rodeo on Feb. 21–23.

Katy Livestock Show, 
Rodeo and Parade and 
Kick Off  Dance

Albert Thompson Sr. and Leonard Jordan lead one 
of the early parades.

L.D. Robinson with Katy cowgirls, circa 1943–44.

The ag class works on making pig feeders and 
pens for the fi rst show.

impactnews.com
Visit

Plus, it’s never been 
easier to stay connected 
and share the news with 

your social network. 

   Easily browse or search news articles from your community or across the state.

   Stay informed with daily, online-exclusive community news and information.

   Learn about upcoming events with the community calendar.

   Make your voice heard by commenting on articles or participating in online polls.
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Willow Fork
Continued from | 1

the approach we incorporate and 
build upon to provide opportu-
nities in this part of town,” said 
Mouton, whose own neighbor-
hood, Green Trails, has trails 
that were built not as part of 
the development but retrofi tted 
through the eff orts of various 
entities. 

He said he hopes similar eff orts 
will eventually create a regional 
network. 

“It’s a multi-jurisdictional, 
multi-party eff ort,” he said. 
“Th ere’s not a better example of 
‘It takes a village,’ in trying to 
connect these networks. You’re 
crossing jurisdictional boundar-
ies, master planned community 
boundaries and trying to knit 
all that together. It takes a real 
eff ort.” 

Th row in traffi  c congestion 
and gasoline prices, and trails are 
a hot commodity, according to 
Mouton. Today’s master planned 
communities have interconnect-
ing trails built in, Odle said, and 
that makes tough competition 
for buyers interested in green 
space who pass over older neigh-
borhoods. 

“People see that and think, 
‘Why don’t we have that?’” Ren-
berg said. “It wasn’t just that our 
trails didn’t connect and had dead 
ends and didn’t have signage, but 
right out their back doors, people 
could see the possibilities.” 

What the Willow Fork district 
had going for it was opportunity, 
Ogle said. 

“Th ere was an opportunity to 
go back in and bring that con-
nectivity in,” he said. “It was a 
way to even the playing fi eld with 
the new communities.”

Th e majority of the trail sys-
tem will happen in public right 
of way and on county land. 

“Willow Fork Drainage 

District was created to maintain 
fl ood land—that’s a great place to 
put in trails,” Odle said. 

Challenges and benefi ts
Although there were plenty of 

groups on board, the bonds were 
narrowly approved by voters.

Th e biggest challenge was 
money, and the second was sell-
ing the community, said Greg 
Nady, a Kelliwood resident who 
supported the bond project and 
oft en bikes from his home to his 
offi  ce in the Energy Corridor. 

Push back from residents 
about safety concerns is nothing 
new for communities that have 
implemented—or tried to imple-
ment—trails, said Nady, recalling 
a $5 million grant that went by 
the wayside when one neighbor-
hood declined to accommodate a 
trail. 

Willow Fork residents, too, 
had concerns that the trail and 
park improvements would bring 
crime with them, he said.

“People make claims with no 
basis,” Renberg said. “Th e more 
active a trail is, the less likely 
there is to be mischief.”

Renberg said the most chal-
lenging part of the project in its 
entirety was correct communica-
tion with the public. 

“So much in communities is 
spread by word-of-mouth,” she 
said. “If misconceptions get out 
there, they are hard to correct.” 

Th e board held focus groups 
and gathered input from PTOs, 
Realtors, HOAs, retirement com-
munities and other groups.

“You need broad-based com-
munity support,” Renberg said. 
“You need to ask the question, 
‘What do people want? What do 
the young families want?’”

Linking schools via a trail sys-
tem become even more impor-
tant when Katy ISD cut school 
bus service for homes within 
certain distances of campuses, 

Renberg said. In August, the dis-
trict had to eliminate 52 routes, 
aff ecting 21 percent of the dis-
trict’s bus riders, due to a lack of 
qualifi ed drivers.

Kelliwood resident Alan Gunn 
and his wife, Lori, use their neigh-
borhood’s existing trails. Th ey look 
forward to a connected network, 
envisioning trips to the grocery 
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Willow Fork Drainage District
Parks and Trails Master Plan

District Border

Existing Off Street Trails

Proposed Off Street Trails

Proposed Regional 
Off Street Trail Connections

KISD Community Parks:
Completed fall 2012

Proposed Community Parks
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store or friends’ houses—all with-
out getting in the car. 

“It’s really nice to take your kids 
or simply get away and not worry 
about traffi  c,” Alan Gunn said. 
“Th e people you meet on the trail 
are usually of the same mindset.”

Also among trail supporters is 
a population of avid runners and 
bikers. 

“You can’t leave anyone out,” 
Renberg said. “You have to keep 
asking questions about what they 
want, and we are continuing to 
do that.”

Subdivisions Within the District:
• Cinco Ranch
• Kelliwood
• Canyon Gate
• Falcon Ranch
• Parkway Oaks

Plans for the linear park along the north 
side of the district’s diversion channel 
include a playground, dog park, practice 
fi elds, trails, greenbelt spaces and 
open play lawns. All projects are being 
completed in phases.

Located in the LaCenterra shopping 
center, the Central Green will be a public 
plaza and small performance stage that 
gives the community a multi-purpose 
venue for special events and community 
gatherings.

Located at the Fort Bend County Baseball 
Complex, three little league and one colt 
league fi elds will provide great baceball 
facilities. Plans include batting cages, 
shaded seating and improved walkways.

Source: Willow Fork Drainage District

How often do you walk or ride a bike to work 
or school?

Take the poll at impactnews.com/kty-poll
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Existing Fire Station

Existing ESD 
and Fire Station

Proposed ESD 
and Fire Station

Emergency Service Districts 
& Fire Stations

1. West I-10 FD No.1
 22125 Kingsland Blvd.

2. West I-10 FD No.2
 851 Dominion Dr. 

3. West I-10 FD No.3
 1773 Westgreen Blvd.

4. West I-10 FD No.4
 22855 Franz Rd.

5. West I-10 FD No.5
 20011 Westfi eld Pkwy.

6. Katy FD
 1417 Avenue D

7. Fulshear-Simonton FD No.4
 FM 1463 and Crossover Rd.

8. Westlake FD
 19703 Franz Rd.

9. Community FD No.3
 20304 FM 1093

10. Fort Bend County ESD No. 2   
 and Willowfork FD No. 1
 6950 Cinco Ranch Blvd.

11. Fort Bend County ESD No. 2   
 and Willowfork FD No. 1
 6950 Cinco Ranch Blvd.
 (Replacement station)

6

7

11

3

4

9

10

1

2

8

W
e

s
tg

re
e

n
 B

lv
d

.
W

e
s
tg

re
e

n
 B

lv
d

.

Dominon Dr.Dominon Dr.

5

Fire/EMS
Continued from | 1

as emergency medical services.”
Community Fire Department 

is one of seven fi re/EMS depart-
ments serving the Katy area. 
Others include the West I-10, 
Westlake, Willowfork, Fulshear-
Simonton, Cy-Fair, and City of 
Katy fi re/EMS departments. Eight 
ESDs govern the departments as 
the taxing entities that provide 
the funding through property 
taxes, much like a municipal util-
ity district. 

Th e City of Katy’s fi re and EMS 
department operates with a $2.6 
million budget that is funded by 
the city. Katy Assistant Chief Ken-
neth Redding said rapid growth 
is stretching the department’s 
resources, especially manpower.

“We’re not 100 percent staff ed 
on every piece of apparatus that 
we have,” he said.

He said some creative sched-
uling, volunteers and mutual aid 
agreements assures that Katy resi-
dents are adequately covered with 
fi re and EMS protection.

Planning ahead
According to the Katy Area 

Economic Development Coun-
cil, the Katy area is projected to 

grow by 50,000 people by 2016. 
Local departments are preparing 
to keep up with the growth. Capt. 
Maria Galvez of the Katy Fire and 
EMS Department said the depart-
ment would like to have a second 
station, but has more immediate 
needs.

“Acquiring new apparatus and 
adding needed staff  is currently 
under discussion at this time,” she 
said.

Th e Fulshear-Simonton Fire 
Department is currently building 
a fourth station, this one on FM 
1463 in Firethorne.

“In 2013 we will place a new 
2012 Pierce foam truck in Station 
3” Fowler said. “No additional day 
crew personnel are anticipated, 
yet we constantly evaluate call 
demand to assure we are properly 
staff ed.”

Westlake Fire Department is 
adding an engine and preparing 
to move.

“We hope our new station that 
is replacing our current station 
will be done November of 2013,” 
Westlake Fire Chief Mark Palmer 
said.

WestfieldWestfield
Pkwy.Pkwy.

Crossover Rd.Crossover Rd.

1093

1463

TOLL
1093

Why Choose The Emergency Room 
at Katy Main Street over other 
emergency room facilities?

• Prompt attention
• Board certifi ed emergency physicians
• Latest technology
• Care and concern for all

25765 Katy Freeway | Katy, TX 77494 | (281) 395-9900
24 hours a day, 7 days a week
www.erkaty.com
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Sources: Katy area fi re departments

Tell us what you think.

Comment at impactnews.com
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Market Data
On the market  (December 31, 2012) Monthly home sales

Number of homes for sale for last 6 months Average days on the market for last 6 months

Price Range 77094 77449 77450 77493 77494 77094 77449 77450 77493 77494

Less than $149,999 –– 135 26 16 2 –– 73 64 65 78

$150,000–$199,999 –– 55 18 24 23 –– 68 56 61 54

$200,000–$299,999 3 1 14 13 112 71 83 47 108 71

$300,000–$399,999 3 –– 7 –– 118 100 –– 36 –– 87

$400,000–$499,999 1 –– 4 2 52 27 –– 57 62 79

$500,000–$599,999 –– –– 2 –– 21 –– –– 82 –– 96

$600,000–$799,999 2 –– 1 –– 16 49 –– 8 –– 80

$800,000–$999,999 –– –– 3 1 6 –– –– 157 143 71

$1 million + –– –– 1 1 4 –– –– 120 9 66

Number of homes sold Average price

Month 77094 77449 77450 77493 77494 77094 77449 77450 77493 77494

December 2011 10 103 76 31 182 $395,540 $102,411 $219,516 $139,135 $288,768

December 2012 8 109 73 29 168 $319,875 $112,442 $205,574 $147,478 $289,019

November 2012 10 123 70 25 17 $385,505 $111,437 $226,244 $158,745 $317,752

October 2012 3 –– 7 –– 118 $323,950 $109,971 $230,216 $180,471 $304,949

September 2012 1 –– 4 2 52 $377,490 $107,774 $211,439 $180,154 $304,954

August 2012 –– –– 2 –– 21 $493,269 $110,024 $232,080 $163,684 $295,834

July 2012 2 –– 1 –– 16 $336,217 $106,886 $251,378 $205,942 $297,060

June 2012 –– –– 3 1 6 $382,064 $107,926 $263,298 $186,262 $316,939

May 2012 –– –– 1 1 4 $386,739 $108,284 $239,679 $127,804 $286,612

Featured Neighborhood
Firethorne, 77494

Build-out year: Ongoing

Number of Builders: 5

Square footage: 1,500–8,000

Home values: $200,000–$800,000

HOA dues (estimated): $800/year

Amenities: Swimming pools, trails, tennis courts, club 
house, lacrosse fi elds, lakes, parks, playgrounds

Nearby attractions: Easy access to I-10, Katy Mills Mall, 
LaCenterra

Property taxes:

Fort Bend County Drainage   0.0190
Fort Bend County General Fund 0.4800
Fort Bend MUD 151 1.2600
Katy ISD / Lamar CISD 1.5300 / 1.3900

Total (per $100 value) 3.289 / 3.149

Data provided by 
Coldwell Banker United, Realtors

281-579-2300
www.coldwellbanker.com

REAL ESTATE

Homes on the market (As of December 31, 2012)

Featured homesOverview

Annual home sales (January 1–December 31, 2012)

No. of homes for sale 41

No. of homes under contract 22

Average days on the market 58

No. of homes sold 224

Square footage (low/high) 1,606 / 6,142

Selling price (low/high) $156,000 / $668,824
4 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath 3,975 sq. ft. $425,000
Broker: Coldwell Banker United, Realtors 832-723-5838

28423 Blue Holly

5 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath 3,894 sq. ft. $392,950
Broker: RE/MAX Professional Group 281-477-0345

28506 Hayden Park Drive

5 Bedroom / 4.5 Bath 4,608 sq. ft. $500,424
Broker: Gatehouse Properties 713-898-9722

28810 North Firethorne

3 Bedroom/ 2.5 Bath  2,371 sq. ft. $219,900
Broker: Heritage Texas Properties  713-899-3919

29003 Blue Finch Court
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Why?
Now is a great time to list. 
Market inventory is historically low and 
interest rates even lower. We are defi -
nitely in a seller’s market - meaning 
the inventory of homes is less than the 
demand.  While this is true for Houston 
as a whole it is even more a reality for 

areas like Katy and elsewhere. Interest 
rates are also driving buyers.  Buyers 
understand the benefi ts of purchasing 
while rates remain low and ultimately 
are acting quicker and buying faster.  It 
is not unusual for multiple off ers to be 
recewived.

Is This The Right Time to List My Home for Sale?

Katy Offi ce
3333 South Mason Rd.

Katy, TX 77450 • 281-579-2300

www.cbunited.com/katy
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Looking for
Coupons?

Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local 
and regional coupons

Just click and print


