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Freestanding facilities take pressure off hospitals
By Joe Southern

With the Katy area’s population nearly 
doubling between 2000 and 2010 to 
269,000, the need for medical care has also 
rapidly increased. 

By the end of December, two freestand-
ing emergency rooms and two urgent care 
clinics will have opened their doors in the 
Katy area in the last year. That brings the 
count of medical facilities to four free-
standing emergency rooms, four hospitals 
and eight urgent care clinics in the com-
munity.

“The freestanding ER has really come out 
of necessity,” said Dr. Winnie King, a part-
ner in Priority Emergency Room.

Growing demand
King said the nationwide lack of primary 

care doctors coupled with a large number of 
uninsured people has placed high demands 
on hospital emergency rooms where the 

wait to be seen can often be several hours.
“Everyone in medicine knows we don’t 

have enough [hospital beds] right now,” 
she said.

She said people who are severely sick or 
injured suffer needlessly with long waits to 
be seen and treated at hospitals.

“For us this is a convenience issue but 
also a health issue,” she said.

She said she is aware of problems related 
to delayed treatment. That is why she and 
the burgeoning number of freestanding 
emergency rooms and urgent care facilities 
have been opening their doors in the Katy 
area.

“There are not enough hospital beds, not 
enough emergency room beds, not enough 
medical facilities to handle the growth,” 
said Dr. Ethan Brown, who, with his part-
ner Dr. Christopher Fedoruk, will open 
The Emergency Room at Katy Main Street 
in late December.

By Nicole Bradford and Joe Southern
Shoppers in Katy might want to 

know that there is an app for that.
Actually, it is not an app, but a 

mobile-friendly website the Katy 
Area Chamber of Commerce has 
launched to help people find local 
businesses and special deals.

Chamber president and CEO 
Ann Hodge said iPhone and 
Android users can go to www.
katychamber.com to access the 
mobile site. There is nothing to 

download.
“That feature launched about 

six months ago, and it’s been 
widely used,” she said.

With the Christmas shopping 
season down to its last few days, 
Katy area experts urge residents 
to not only finish their shopping 
in town, but to consider doing 
that year-round also. 

“We’ve got some wonderful 
stores here and they deserve to 
have the community support 
them,” Hodge said.

She said local retailers have 
been using traditional sales and 
promotions to lure customers, as 

well as promoting Small Business 
Saturday sales. 

Hodge said that getting people 
to shop in Katy means changing 
long-held mindsets. She said Katy 
residents have been programmed 
to drive into Houston for a day 
of shopping because that is the 
way they have always done it. She 
said when Katy was a small town, 
shopping options were few. 

“It’s been an enormous change,” 
she said. “It’s a matter of repro-
gramming our thinking and say-
ing ‘let’s look at what is available.’” 

Statistics show the value of 

Brown said he and Fedoruk are experi-
enced emergency room physicians who 
have seen the need for faster and better 
emergency care.

“We will provide excellent quality and 
compassionate care,” Brown said. “Our 
patients are not a number or an illness, but 
a person.”

Brown said he chose Katy for his location 

because the city has been his family’s home 
for 15 years and in that time he has seen 
the population expand. King said the pop-
ulation growth is why she and her partners 
opened Priority Emergency Room last 
January.

“We were looking for an area with a very 
dense population of families,” she said. “We 

See Emergency | 10

See Shopping | 11

Emergency rooms increasing 
to meet demand in Katy area

Sphier, located on Mason Road, is one of several freestanding emergency rooms serving the Katy area.
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The benefits of shopping locally in the Katy area

Source: Retail Merchants Association

• Local businesses   
 give back more to the  
 community.

• More of the money   
 stays in the community.

• More jobs stay in the   
 community.

• One can find anything  
 they need locally. 

• Consumers develop  
 relationships locally. 

• One can find affordable 
 prices in the community. 

• Local businesses value  
  consumers patronage.

• For every $1 spent at   
 local businesses, 45¢  
 is reinvested locally.

• Non-local purchases   
 keep, at most, 15¢ in   
 the local community.

• More tax dollars go to  
 schools and roads in   
 the community.
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The Fourth Annual 

Heritage at Towne Lake 

CAR SHOW

The Heritage Lodge - 19201 N. Canyon Lake Springs  

Registration & Car Staging: 10:30 AM – 12:00 PM 

Registration Contacts:

Joe Incognito – jincognito@cmsin.com - 281.728.5784

Amber Miller – amiller@amitx.com - 281.373.0970 

Fun for the whole family! Join us for classic and 

muscle cars, food, raffl es and music plus games 

for the kids!

• Saturday, February 23rd

• 12:00 PM – 4:30 PM

•  Show Your Car - $30 entry fee (per vehicle)

Rain Date:  February 24th

TowneLakeTexas.com 

•

 281.256.2772

Homes from the $200’s
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As the Katy area popula-
tion continues to grow, with 
40,000 residents expected 
to be added to the  region in 
the next four years, access 
to quality health care con-

tinues to be an important component of the 
community’s vitality. As outlined in our 
cover story, Katy is meeting that need with 
more and more free-standing emergency 
rooms and urgent care centers opening to 
provide efficient, expedient medical care to 
area residents. We have provided a map on 
Page 10 to help you find the nearest facility 
to your home or business.

Beyond emergency rooms moving in, it 
appears that local businesses are opening at 
an even more rapid pace to meet the needs 
of the growing population. There are many 
benefits to shopping locally, including a 
more distinctive selection, one-of-a-kind 
gifts, personalized service, and saving time 
and gas.

 Additionally, you will know that you 
are helping to preserve the local economy, 

contributing to the creation of local jobs 
and keeping your sales tax dollars in your 
own community. As I spend time talking 
to local business owners, I continue to hear 
that the Katy community has been  sup-
portive of them and are great contributors 
to their success. I hope that you continue 
to think of these local businesses as you do 
any last minute Christmas shopping. For 
ideas and savings, check out the special 
holiday offers from our advertisers in this 
issue.

On behalf of our team at Community 
Impact Newspaper, I would like to extend 
wishes of a happy holiday season and New 
Year to all of our Katy area readers. 
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Who gets it?
The paper is mailed monthly to all homes and businesses in 
the coverage area. We do not mail to post office boxes, but 
copies are available at the Katy Area Chamber of Commerce, 
at the Community Impact Newspaper office in Cy-Fair and 
online at www.impactnews.com.
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Katy

In our November story “KAEDC works to coordinate 
local MUDs,” the City of Katy property tax rate was 
incorrectly identified as $1.5266. The correct tax 
rate is .58672.

In the Retail Guide on Page 16, Hauerland’s was 
mapped incorrectly. The correct address is 1648 
S. Mason Road. 

Correction  – Volume 1, Issue 3
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Now Open
1  David Weekley Homes - Cinco Patios 

offers new patio homes in the Katy area 
ranging from $300,000 to $400,000. The 
community includes a recreation center 
with workout facilities and a clubhouse 
with a library and indoor/outdoor kitchen 
space. 27011 Monterey Bend.
281 249-7815. davidweekleyhomes.com

2  MedSpring Urgent Care opened in 
December at 6510 S. Fry Road, Ste. 1000. 
It offers on-site, walk-in medical care. The 
on duty physician and staff can care for 
illnesses, broken bones, minor injuries 
and also provide immunizations and 
physicals. 832-260-0607.  
www.medspring.com

3  Pretty as Possible Boutique opened 

recently at 23730 Westheimer Parkway, 
Ste. J. The boutique offers women’s 
clothing and accessories. 281-574-3517.  
www.prettyaspossible.com

4  TCBY Frozen Yogurt Cinco Ranch 
opened recently at 27110 Cinco Ranch 
Blvd., Ste 1300. The eatery specializes in 
frozen yogurt treats. 281-394-2480.  
www.tcby.com/cincoranch

5  The Heirloom Factory opened 
Dec. 18 at 5160 Franz Road. It offers 
engraving, embroidery, T-shirt printing, 
rhinestone designs, trophies, awards and 
sublimation. 281-391-0733.

6  The Main Event features bowling, 
billiards, multi-level laser tag with fog 
and black lights, more than 100 state-of-
the-art games, floor-to-ceiling high-
definition projectors fitted with the latest 
technology showing music videos and 
sports, a full-service bar, fine cuisine, 
and Gravity, a ropes course suspended in 
the air. It opened recently at 24401 I-10.  
281-394-4800. www.mainevent.com

7  Goodwill Industries International, 
Inc., a nonprofit organization that works 
to enhance the dignity and quality 
of life for individuals and families by 
strengthening communities, opened 
recently at 24413 I-10. The store collects 
and sells donated household items and 
clothing. 281-888-8203.  
www.goodwillhouston.org

8  Top Golf, a three-story golf platform 
with a 240-yard outfield surrounded 
by high nets, opened recently at 1030 
Memorial Brook Blvd. The field has 
dartboard-like targets in the ground. The 
object is to try and hit microchipped golf 
balls closer to the bull’s-eye or hit the 
balls farther out for more points. 
281-406-3176.  
www.topgolf.com/houston

9  Houston Tires Plus! carries most 
brands of tires, including touring, per-
formance, SUV and all-terrain types. 
It also stocks hundreds of used tires. 
Brands include Cooper Tires, Sailun 
Tires, Mastercraft Tires, Nitto Tires, GT 
Radial Tires, Doral Tires, Sumitomo 
Tires, Sumic Tires and Multi Mile Tires. 
It opened recently at 3115 N. Fry Road, 
Ste. 505. 281-578-7000

10  Smashburger opened a new location 
at 6645 S. Fry Road in December. The 
eatery has locations across the U.S. 
and offers a variety of burgers, chicken 
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sandwiches and sides for dining in or to 
go. Menus are tailored to appeal to the 
tastes of the state each branch is located 
in. Special options on the Texas menu 
include the Spicy Baja burger and the 
BBQ, Bacon and Cheddar burger.  
281-644-0105, www.smashburger.com

Coming Soon
11  Potters Brush is a paint-your-own 
pottery studio that will open in January 
at 2944 S. Mason Road. The store 
welcomes walk-ins, groups and parties. 
281-392-2533

12  First choice ER will open a Katy 
area location at 1510 S. Mason Road in 
early 2013. The company provides a full 
range of emergency medical treatment 
for adults and children, for heart 
attacks, allergic reactions, broken bones, 
breathing problems and lacerations. 
Services also include CT scans, X-rays 
and flu tests. Discounts are available to 
uninsured patients. 972-899-6666,  
www.fcer.com

13  Made Ya Smile Dental plans to 
open a new office at 6645 S. Fry Road 
in early 2013. Services include cleaning 
and protection, cosmetic dentistry, 
restorations and whitening for life.  
281-265-1111, www.madeyasmile.com

14  The owners of Tony’s Mexican 
Restaurant hope to open a second Katy 
area location at 17790 I-10, Houston—
near the Barker Cypress exit—around 
the third week of January. The menu 
features Tex-Mex favorites including a 
variety of tacos, burritos and enchiladas, 
as well as steak and seafood dishes. 
They also serve wine and imported or 
domestic beer. 281-398-8100,  
www.tonysmexrestaurant.com

Premier Personal Training will offer 
personalized fitness training, group 
training and high-end fitness activities 
when it opens in March at a yet to be 
determined location. 281-305-8348. 
premierptstudio.com

MedSpring Urgent Care recently opened for busi-
ness at 6510 S. Fry Road, Ste. 1000.

Jenna Thompson is a co-owner of Pretty As Pos-
sible Boutique with her sister Laurie Reeves.

School Notes

Texas Commissioner of Education 
Michael Williams announced recently that 
he will again defer the requirement that 
the STAAR end-of-course examinations 
be counted as 15 percent of a student’s final 
grade in each subject tested. Local school 
districts now have the option to move 
forward with the 15 percent rule for the 
2012-2013 academic year. Last year, Katy 
ISD opted to participate in the deferral as 
the district adjusted to the rigor of the new 
STAAR test.

Katy ISD recently dedicated two new 
elementary schools. Wolman Elementary 
School was dedicated to namesakes Ray 
and Jamie Wolman, who attended the 
ceremony.  Likewise, Tom Wilson attended 
the dedication of Tom Wilson Elementary 
School. Both schools opened their doors in 
August. 

In the News

Residential and commercial garbage pick 
up in the City of Katy scheduled for Dec. 
25 and Jan. 1 will be picked up on Dec. 26 
and Jan. 2.

Dr. William B. Riley has been named 
chief medical officer at Memorial 
Hermann Katy Hospital. Riley will 
serve as a member of the hospital’s 
administrative management team while 
providing leadership to the hospital’s 
affiliated physicians and clinical staff. “His 
experience and commitment to providing 
high-quality healthcare makes him a great 
asset to Memorial Hermann Katy and to 
the community we serve” said Scott Barbe, 
CEO of Memorial Hermann Katy. 

Methodist West Houston Hospital has 
been awarded the Exemplary Five Star 
Service Award for birth registration by 
the Texas Department of State Health 
Services’ Vital Statistics Unit. It is one 
of only 22 hospitals in Texas to achieve 
the exemplary rating. Award criteria 
include: release of birth certificates 
within five days and certificate accuracy 

TCBY is now open for business in Cinco Ranch at 27110 Cinco Ranch Blvd., Ste. 1300.
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Compiled by Joe Southern, Shawn Arrajj and Molly Waddell

Ja
so

n 
C

ul
p

ep
p

er

Jo
e 

S
o

ut
he

rn
Ja

so
n 

C
ul

p
ep

p
er

News or questions about Katy? 
Email ktynews@impactnews.com.

2

in key statistical fields; receipt of the 
Office of Attorney General Award for 
Acknowledgement of Paternity and the 
ImmTrac Award for Excellence; and 
completing registrar training through 
state-sponsored conferences. 

BP announced recently that it has begun 
construction of a new facility to house 
the largest supercomputing complex 
for commercial research in the world, a 
project that will keep BP at the forefront 
of seismic imaging technology and be a 
critical tool in its global hunt for oil and 
natural gas in coming years. The new 
High-Performance Computing (HPC) 
center is scheduled to open mid-2013 at 
BP’s Westlake Campus in Houston. It will 
serve as a worldwide hub for processing 
and managing huge amounts of geologic 
and seismic data and enable scientists to 
produce clear images of rock structures 
deep underground. The new center will 
be housed in a three-story, 110,000 square 
foot facility. 

                               ...gi� s with style ....home decor

One Mason Plaza • 1648 South Mason Road •  Katy, Texas 77450 
Mon.-Sat. • 10 a.m.-6p.m. Sun. • 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

281-395-4595
Crabtree & Evelyn • Mark Roberts Fairies • China Baroque • Waxing Poetic • Tyler • Th e Th ymes • Department 56 • Jim Shore

Christopher Radko • Lampe Berger • Loila • Maximal Art • Mary Francis Hangbags • Marianna Jewelry • Consuela
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is for children 8-12 years. 9 a.m.–3 p.m. $140 
(three-days), $55( per day). TWRC Wildlife 
Center, 10801 Hammerly Blvd, Ste. 200, 
Houston. 713-468-8972. 
www.twrcwildlifecenter.org

31 New Year’s Eve Houston
Visitors spend the hours leading up to 2013 
with a bubble garden, illuminated art car 
parade, ice skating, food and drinks, and two 
countdowns—the first of which is for families 
with younger children. The second countdown 
begins at midnight and ends with a fireworks 
show. 7 p.m.–12:15 a.m. Free. Discovery 
Green, 1500 McKinney St., Houston.  
713-400-7336, www.discoverygreen.com

January
11 Run Over Cancer Marathon and 5K
Money raised from the races benefits the 
Run Over Cancer organization, which 
assists families affected by the disease. All 
participants in races receive medals and 
T-shirts. 7–10 a.m. $70 (early registration for 
half marathon), $40 (early registration for 5K 
run/walk). Arnold Middle School, 1111 Telge 
Road, Cypress. www.runovercancer.com 

19 Houston Metro Go Texan Committee 
Sparkles & Spurs auction and dance
Dancing, dining and live and silent auctions 
benefit the Houston Livestock Show and 
Rodeo’s scholarship fund. All money raised 
goes toward scholarships for Katy ISD 
students. 6:30 p.m.—midnight. $50 (pre-sale 
tickets only). The Great Southwest Equestrian 
Center, 2501 S. Mason Road. 281-763-9678. 
www.HLSR.com. steve.rechner@comcast.net

20 Frost Bike 50
The 11th annual bike race has 17, 45 and 
55-mile routes from which participants can 
choose. Proceeds benefit the Jersey Village 
High School Gold Duster Drill Team. 8 a.m. 
$30 (through Jan. 5), $40 (through Jan. 17 and 
on race day). Lone Star College-CyFair, 9191 
Barker Cypress Road. www.active.com 
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CALENDAR

Dec. 21–22
By Shawn Arrajj

The Katy Visual and Performing Arts Center presents an unusual take on the E.T.A. Hoffman 
classic about a toy nutcracker that grows into a life-size soldier in the middle of the night and 
brings a young girl to the land of Sugarplum Fairies.

The performance is put on by children aged 7–12 and is directed by KVPAC’s Brittney 
Thorne. This adapted version of “The Nutcracker”—written by Debbie Meyer—follows the 
plot of the original tale, but is notable for its inclusion of lyrics to a ballet that was originally 
without speaking parts.

“It’s a new way to see a beloved classic Christmas story,” Thorne said. “If anyone ever 
wondered what the characters in the ballet would say if they could speak, or wanted an 
easier to understand version of the story, this musical is the answer.”

Similar to the classic version, the performance features the iconic sounds of Tchaikovsky’s 
“Nutcracker Suite.” It also includes the characters that have become known and beloved 
throughout the ages, such as the Mouse King and the Sugar Plum Fairy.

“The Nutcracker characters come to life in this production,” Thorne said. “They have 
personalities and hopes and dreams and emotions.”

The box office opens one hour prior to the beginning of the show, and general admission 
seating begins 30 minutes before it starts.

7 p.m. (Dec. 21), noon. (Dec. 22). $6. Kennedy Grand Stage, Magyar Main Theatre, 2501 S. 
Mason Road, Ste. 290. 281-829-2787. kvpac.org.

C
o

ur
te

sy
 K

V
P

A
C

Katy Visual and Performing Arts Center presents The Nutcracker 

26–27 Katy Home and Garden Show
The 6th annual Katy Home and Garden Show 
features exhibitors, shows, seminars and an 
appearance by “Johnny D” DeSilvia of the 
DIY Network’s new “Run My Renovation” 
series.10 a.m.–6 p.m. (Jan. 26),11 a.m.–5 
p.m. (Jan. 27). $9 (13 and older), $5 (military), 
$8 (seniors). Merrell Center and L.D. 
Robinson Pavilion, 6301 S. Stadium Lane. 
281-392-2177.  
www.katyhomeandgardenshow.com

Find more or submit Katy events at  
www.impactnews.com/kty-calendar.

To have Katy events included in the print edition, they must 
be submitted online by the first Friday of the month.

Online Calendar

December
21–22 “Annie”
The play that tells the story of Annie, an 
orphan adopted by a man named Oliver 
Warbucks, is performed for a final weekend at 
Playhouse 1960. A live orchestra accompanies 
the performance. 8 p.m. $18 (adults), $15 
(seniors and students). Playhouse 1960, 6814 
Gant Road, Ste. 116, Houston. 281-587-8243, 
www.ph1960.com

21–24 Santa at Katy Mills Mall
Santa Claus is visiting with children and 
posing for pictures. While visits with Santa 
are free, photo packages are available for 
purchase. 10 a.m.–9 p.m. (Dec. 21–22, 24), 
noon–6 p.m. (Dec. 23). Free. Katy Mills Mall, 
5000 Katy Mills Circle. 281-644-5000. 
www.simon.com/mall/katy-mills

23 Victory of the Lambs Live Nativity 
and Puppet Show
The event features a live nativity with cows, 
sheep, donkeys and a camel. Children can 
enjoy a puppet show that tells the meaning of 
Christmas. 5:30–8:30 p.m. Free. Victory of the 
Lambs Lutheran Church, 23051 Cinco Ranch 
Blvd., Katy. 281.395.0544. www.votl.org. 
votl.katy@gmail.com

26–28 Katy Prairie Conservancy 
Cowpokes Camp
The three-day camp for children ages 5-8 
teaches youngsters how to rope cows, 
learn about various plants and animals of 
the prairie, hike around the prairie, and 
play games to help understand the prairie. 
Registration ends Dec. 21.  9 a.m.–noon. $7 
(per day). Indiangrass Preserve, 31950 Hebert 
Road. 713-523-6135. www.katyprairie.org. 
info@katyprairie.org 

26–28, Jan 2–4 YMCA Katy 
Holiday Youth Camp
Activities include team sports, hiking, a ropes 
course, arts and crafts, and more for children 
kindergarten to 13 years. 6:30 a.m.–6:30 p.m. 
Cost $110–$150. Katy Family YMCA, 22807 
Westheimer Pkwy. 281-392-5055.  
www.ymcahouston.org/katy

28–30 Wildlife Center Winter Camp
Campers participate in animal olympics, 
create arts and crafts, learn about the native 
wildlife adaptations, handle different types of 
snakes, turtles and lizards, learn the difference 
between native and non-native species, give 
back to wildlife with a building project, and 
make a squirrel feeder to take home. The 
three-day camp can be done as a whole or 
per day. Beverages and snacks are provided 
but campers need their own lunch. The camp 

Sponsored by

Andrew Nurre stars as the toy soldier who comes to life in KVPAC’s holiday musical treasure, Nutcracker.
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With multiple pediatric subspecialties conveniently located on site, our experts
offer top care for kids. From sports medicine to radiology to pediatric surgery,
our specialist clinics are staffed by experts in their fields using the most
advanced facilities – all designed specifically for children and their families.
They’re one reason why U.S.News & World Report ranked us as the top pediatric
hospital in Texas. The next time your child needs medical care, come to us.
We’re all about kids.

I-10 and Barker Cypress    |    westcampus.texaschildrens.org

West Campus

Follow us©2012 Texas Children’s Hospital. All rights reserved. WC207 101712

Specialist care
closer than ever

WC207_Specialist_Care_Ad_Layout 1  10/17/12  4:14 PM  Page 1
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TRANSPORTATION

By Joe Southern
It took Fort Bend County Com-

missioner Andy Meyers two years to 
convince the Harris County Toll Road 
Authority that it needed to expand the 
Westpark Tollway beyond Hwy. 6 to the 
Grand Parkway and another eight years 
to see it happen.

Meyers is now pushing for the road to 
be widened all the way to Fulshear.

“The county has been encouraging the 
state to widen 1093 because of all the 
growth we’ve had,” he said. “It’s a con-
gested road and an unsafe road.”

That will change beginning in 2013 
when Westpark Tollway is extended west 
from Grand Parkway to Spring Green 
and later to FM 1463. Meyers said if con-
struction can start in 2013 that it should 
be complete in late 2014 or early 2015.

Where the tollway becomes FM 1093, 
the county will widen it to four lanes to 
the intersection of FM 359 in downtown 
Fulshear.

Three years ago a plan was developed 
through which the state will pay $40 
million, the Fort Bend County Toll Road 
Authority will fund $40–50 million and, 
Meyers estimates, the county will con-
tribute $10 million.

“The design is under way,” said Fort 
Bend County Engineer Richard Stolleis. 

Fort Bend County expanding Westpark Tollway and FM 1093

“We’re still waiting for the environmental 
appraisals that the federal government 
requires.”

Stolleis said FM 1093 and Westpark 
Tollway from Fulshear to Beltway 8 are 
well traveled and well over capacity.

Meyers said when the tollway opened 
in 2004, it was designed to take pressure 
off of I-10. It did, and it was over-capacity 
from the time it opened. Now that the 
Grand Parkway is being expanded, Mey-
ers said the traffic counts on FM 1093 are 
only going to increase.

“I’m anxious to get started on 

construction on the freeway because it’s 
become such a bottleneck,” he said.

Another person as anxious as Meyers is 
Fulshear Mayor Tommy Kuykendall. 

“We definitely need to expand FM 
1093,” he said.

Between growth in the subdivisions 
and communities west of Fulshear, 
expansion of FM 1093 has become a 
priority for the city. He said failure to 
improve FM 1093 and other roads in 
Fulshear will cause congestion to the 
point of slowing and even stopping 
growth.

Kuykendall said he hopes the improve-
ments to FM 1093 will help straighten the 
road where it curves through town and 
intersects FM 359 “at our infamous signal 
light.”

Meyers said the county will eventu-
ally recoup its share of the cost through 
property taxes from development that 
occurs from more territory being opened 
up with the expanded road.

“This area here is going to continue to 
grow and continue to develop,” Meyers 
said. “The quality of life out here attracts 
people.”

752490_07100

10x6.04

4C

Warm wishes for the very best this holiday 
season and a prosperous New Year.

wellsfargo.com

Celebrating the 
magic and beauty 
of the season

© 2012 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved.  Member FDIC. (752490_07100)

SH 99Gaston Rd.Katy-Gaston Rd.

Proposed

FM 723FM 359

Westpark Tollway Extension to FM 1463

By the numbers

Spring Green Blvd.FM 1463

Existing

FM 1093 FM 1093
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Sources: Fort Bend County, TxDOT

Total cost: 
$90–$100M

Funding:
FBCTRA: $40–$50M
TxDOT: $40M
FB County: $10M

Length of extension:
6.5 miles

Fort Bend County plans to begin construction in 2013 on an extension of the Westpark Tollway from Grand Parkway to FM 
1463 and then widen the road where it becomes FM 1093 into downtown Fulshear.
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Grants for nonprofits

The Fort Bend County Commissioners Court unanimously approved 
awarding nearly $92,000 in Community Development Block Grants to 
three local nonprofit organizations at its Dec. 4 meeting. 
 
•	The Literacy Council of Fort Bend County received $35,000 for administrative and op-

erating expenses, including fringe benefits for the student/tutor match program. The 
mission of the council is to end inter-generational cycles of illiteracy in Fort Bend Coun-
ty by improving adult literacy skills and generating community-wide literacy awareness. 

•	Child Advocates of Fort Bend County was awarded $29,000 for supplies and salary for 
a bilingual forensic interviewer and children’s services coordinator. The agency uses spe-
cially trained volunteers and staff to advocate on behalf of abused and neglected children 
through its Court Appointed Special Advocates program and operates the Children’s Advo-
cacy Center. It also performs public awareness campaigns and community outreach events. 

•	The third grant for $27,992 was given to The Arc of Fort Bend County to provide social and 
recreational activities for program participants. The Arc is an advocate for the special needs 
of  people with intellectual and related developmental disabilities. It develops programs to 
improve the quality of life for people with those special needs. 

CITY Compiled by Joe Southern

Medical equipment supplier Med-
line Industries is planning to build a 
500,000-square-foot facility, investing $61 
million and hiring 50 full-time employees 
in the City of Katy.

To help accommodate the company, the 
Katy City Council voted Dec. 10 to create 
its first reinvestment zone, which allows 
the city and Waller County to grant a 
tax abatement of one-half of 1 percent to 
Medline. The facility is to be located on 
Commerce Parkway, north of I-10 and 
south of Hwy. 90. A public hearing was 
convened at which no one made com-
ments. The unanimous vote was taken 
after the  hearing. 

At the request of Councilmember Larry 
Gore, City Attorney Art Pertile confirmed 
that what the city was giving up in the tax 
abatement was insignificant compared to 
the $61 million investment the company 

will have in the project.
In a letter to the city on behalf of Med-

line, Lance LaCour, president and CEO 
of the Katy Area Economic Development 
Council, said the company would be an 
anchor in the new West Ten Business 
Park.

“The company operates 42 facilities 
and has global sales of approximately $4.5 
billion, distributing over 125,000 medical 
and surgical products to health care insti-
tutions, hospitals, nursing homes, surgery 
centers, home care, physician offices and 
retail markets,” he wrote.

LaCour, who was not at the meeting, 
also noted that the facility is scheduled to 
be build in 2013. With the reinvestment 
zone in place, LaCour said Medline may 
also seek to establish a Foreign Trade 
Zone Designation and Texas Enterprise 
Zone designation.

City of Katy Fort Bend County

Medline ready to build 500,000-square-foot facility in Katy

Meetings

  Fort Bend County Commissioners Court 
William B. Travis Building 
301 Jackson St., Richmond 
281-342-3411  
www.fortbendcountygov.com

Jan. 8, 15, 29, 1 p.m.
Meetings are on the first, second and fourth 
Tuesday of the month.

  Katy City Council
Katy Municipal Complex 
910 Ave. C, Katy
281-391-4800
www.cityofkaty.com

Jan. 8, 22, 6:30 p.m.
Meetings are every second and fourth  
Monday of the month.
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Medline facility

Medline by the numbers

Globally:
• $4.5 billion in sales
• 125,000 medical/surgical products

In Katy:
• 500,000 square-foot-facility
• 50 full-time employees

Katy

90

10

The Bible Seminary  is  a  Bible-based,  Christ-centered,  Mission-focused 
seminary in Katy/West Houston, Texas offering Bible Study classes, 
Bible Certificate program, and Master of Divinity degrees.

www.TheBibleSeminary.org 
The Bible Seminary • 2655 S. Mason Road • Katy, TX 77450 • 281-646-1109

What friends are saying:

“We are walking through the Bible chapter by chapter for the next 
few years. How attractive is that!”

“I have come to the conclusion that everyone that desires to be relevant 
in ministry...should have some form of Bible seminary training.”

“I was made for this and THIS was made for me.”

Now Accepting Registrations for Bible Certifi cate Classes 
and Applications for Master of Divinity degrees

The Bible 
Seminary

Offering professional ministry training, cutting-edge tools, and extraordinary 
experiences in one of the most unique seminary programs in America.
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Emergency
Continued from | 1

building that patients are going to get a 
certain level of care,” Parisi said.

Parisi said the free-standing emergency 
rooms are competition for the hospitals, 
but he added that it is a healthy and coop-
erative relationship. 

Several emergency rooms and urgent 
care clinics have transportation agree-
ments with local hospitals in case a higher 
level of care is needed.

“We do want patients to get the right 
level of care,” Parisi said.

Although he disagrees with stories of 
very long waits in hospital emergency 
rooms, Parisi said there are times when 
they get so busy that people with lesser ail-
ments are forced to wait while more life-

threatening situa-
tions are dealt with. 
He said with free-
standing facilities 
taking more of the 
load and methods 
of providing service 
improving, hospi-
tals are streamlining 
operations and mak-
ing emergency room 

visits better and more efficient for patients.
“I think we do a very good job of working 

and making the ER as efficient as it can be,” 
he said.

Denise McCall, director of the emer-
gency department at Methodist West 
Houston Hospital,  said the medical com-
munity in Katy is close-knit and that many 
of the physicians at the freestanding emer-
gency rooms have worked at some point 
in hospital emergency rooms. As a result, 
the facilities have kind of a friendly com-
petition among them. When it comes to 

emergencies, however, she said they are all 
on the same side.

“We have to work for the patients. That’s 
what we’re all here for,” she said.

Most of the freestanding facilities are 
miniature versions of hospital emergency 
rooms.

“We have all the services one would 
expect from a hospital-based emergency 
room,” King said.

Insurance issues
Most all of the facilities  accept major 

insurance companies. The freestanding 
emergency rooms, however, do not take 
Medicare and Medicaid.

“Medicare and Medicaid don’t rec-
ognize freestanding facilities yet,”  
Brown said.

One exception to that is HealthOne 24 
Hour Emergency Care – West Campus on 
Grand Parkway.

“We are hospital-owned and take all 
forms of insurance, including Medicare and 
Medicaid,” administrator Donny Abraham 
said.

HealthOne is part of the West Hous-
ton Medical Center, and even though it is 
located in a strip shopping center, it is a 
fully functioning emergency room com-
plete with its own diagnostic lab.

“We want to make sure patients in the 
Katy community receive the same level of 
service as they do at our main campus,” 
Abraham said.

He said the year-old facility is steadily 
growing and is in the process of creating a 
section of women’s health care, including 
mammography services. 

“The No. 1 thing is patient satisfaction 
and quality care,” Abraham said. 
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Urgent care clinics:

emergency rooms:

Hospital emergency rooms:

•	 Typically	open	about	12	hours	a	day
•	 Smaller	facilities
•	 Treat	basic	illnesses	and	minor	injuries	including	lacerations
•	 Offer	immunizations	and	flu	shots

•	 Typically	open	24	hours	a	day
•	 Treat	illnesses,	broken	bones,	strokes,	heart	attacks	and	 
 other problems that require immediate treatment
•	 Most	provide	X-rays,	CT	scans,	ultrasounds,	lab	testing,	etc.

•	 Typically	open	24	hours	a	day
•	 Can	handle	comprehensive	acute	care	cases
•	 Larger	facilities	with	more	staff
•	 Access	to	in-patient	hospital	rooms	and	an	intensive	care	unit

Emergency Rooms
1.	 Priority	Emergency	Room	

2.	 SPHIER+ER

3.	 The	Emergency	Room	at		
 Katy Main Street*

4.	 HealthOne	24	Hour	 
 Emergency Care

Hospital ERs
5. Texas Children’s Hospital  
 West Campus

6. Christus St. Catherine

7. Memorial Hermann Katy

8. Methodist West Houston

Urgent Care
9. Excel Urgent Care

10.	Katy	Urgent	Care	Center

11.	MedSpring	Urgent	Care

12.	RediClinic	
 of Memorial Hermann  
 (Inside H-E-B )

13.	RediClinic	
 of Memorial Hermann   
 (Inside H-E-B)

put our facility right in the heart of a very 
populated area.”

Although Priority Emergency Room cel-
ebrates its first anniversary in January, King 
said she and her partners will celebrate by 
opening their second facility, this one in 
The Woodlands. 

Collaboration with hospitals 
Katy area hospital administrators agree 

there is the need for more emergency care 
services.

“Obviously there is a demand or they 
probably wouldn’t put their shingles out 
there,” said Jim 
Parisi, chief oper-
ating officer for 
Memorial Hermann 
Katy Hospital.

Parisi said when 
freestanding emer-
gency rooms first 
began to surface 
a few years ago, 
Memorial Hermann 
and other hospitals aided Texas lawmak-
ers in establishing minimum levels of care 
they had to meet to be certified.

The Freestanding Emergency Medical 
Care Facility Act was enacted in 2009 by 
the Texas Legislature, designating free-
standing emergency medical care facili-
ties as one that is “structurally separate 
and distinct from a hospital and which 
receives an individual and provides emer-
gency care.”

“We want to make sure that when some-
one puts the word ‘emergency’ on their 

CHAMPIONS SCHOOL OF
PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT

Etiquette in the Workplace

Social Side of Business

Communication Etiquette

Organizational Skills

Dining Etiquette

Powerful First Impressions

Interviewing Skills

Public Speaking Like a Pro

If a career in Real Estate, Loan 
Originator, Inspection or Appraisal 
interests you, give us a call or go to 
ChampionsSchool.com and learn more 
about becoming a licensed professional. 

Classroom | Correspondence | Online

CHAMPIONS SCHOOL  
OF REAL ESTATE®

ChampionsSchool.com
TREC #0005 Open to the Public

Call a Campus Today!
Houston Galleria
713-629-4543

Houston North 
281-893-4484

Houston West
281-496-7386

Register Now: 888-335-6767
www.TheChampionsProfessional.com

Grow Professionally 
with Champions

“We want to make sure that when 
someone puts the word ‘emergency’ 
on their building that patients are going 
to get a certain level of care.

—Jim Parisi
Chief Operating Officer

Memorial Hermann Katy Hospital

99

1463

1093

10

*Scheduled to open    
		late	2012
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Shopping
Continued from | 1

about twice as efficient in bolstering local 
economies if you buy from a local com-
pany rather than with national chains,” said 
Richard Deupree, manager of Katy Budget 
Books. “We all say we love the atmosphere, 
service levels and tailored selection of 
locally owned merchants, but somewhere 
along the way, we wind up at a mass mer-
chant on Black Friday.”

When people do come in a local busi-
ness, they are often surprised by the diver-
sity and availability of products in Katy.

“We get people in here all the time who 
say, ‘Wow, I never knew this was here,’” said 
Susan Small, owner of Multiplicity, a com-
bination of artisan-inspired retailer, arts 
and social venue in downtown Katy. “I just 
think people aren’t aware. … There are a 
lot of small businesses here. I do know that 
our biggest advertising has been word of 
mouth. People who come here come back.”

Hodge said price-conscious shoppers 
who turn to the Internet should compari-
son shop locally first.

“At least give them a chance to earn your 
business” she said. “I think the biggest thing 
is just encouraging people to think local.”

Hodge said she practices what she 
preaches.

“I go to Rosemary Nelson at The Cottage 
Door in downtown Katy,” she said. “I know 
I can count on Rosemary to have some-
thing special.”

Deupree downplayed the issue of shop-
pers leaving Katy for Houston, saying com-
petition for small businesses have come 

closer to home.
“My concern is not losing business as 

people drive into Houston,” he said. “My 
concern is with the national chains moving 
into Katy and local residents leaving local 
merchants and shopping those national 
chains.”

Whether a business is a locally owned 
franchisee, chain or family owned, Hodge 
said business owners have a choice.

“They can certainly go to other commu-
nities and set up, so they deserve our sup-
port,” she said.

Merchants are not the only ones count-
ing on people to shop where they live. The 

City of Katy relies on 51 percent of its bud-
get to come from sales tax, said city finance 
director Byron Hebert. 

Hodge said supporting local merchants 
affects the quality of life in the community.

“The reason we have the community we 
do is because of our businesses,” Hodge 
added. “If we didn’t have a vibrant business 
economy, we wouldn’t have the quality of 
life we have. We have to make sure we give 
back and buy local whenever possible.”

shopping locally. For every $1 spent at 
local businesses, $.45 is reinvested locally, 
according to the Retail Merchants Associa-
tion. That helps keep jobs in the commu-
nity and boosts the local economy. 

The Richmond, Va.,-based agency said 
non-local purchases keep, at most, $.15 in 
the community. 

The National Retail Federation reported 
that, for some retailers, the holiday season 
represents 20–40 percent of annual sales. 
In 2011, holiday sales represented 19.5 per-
cent of total retail industry sales. Specific 
figures for Katy were not readily available.

Online onslaught
Use of the Internet and other technolo-

gies is a double-edged sword for local busi-
nesses. Although the Internet age brought 
price-cutting competition for local busi-
ness, it also provided an outlet in which 
small business owners can reach other 
potential customers. 

“Social media is very powerful,” Hodge 
said. “That’s how we send out a lot of things. 
That’s how we promoted Small Business 
Saturday.”

Small Business Saturday follows Black 
Friday and is promoted as a day to shop 
local small businesses. In Katy, several 
businesses actively promote it.

“You will see different numbers reported, 
but basically, your shopping dollars are 

Renee Gordon, left, and Julia Barta work on bead projects to sell for the holidays at Simplicity in Katy.
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Katy Area Chamber of Commerce
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J ames Anderson began playing 
around with his brother’s guitar when 
he was 11 or 12 years old.

Today he owns The Texas Guitar Com-
pany and gives lessons to aspiring musi-
cians with the same optimistic drive that 
propelled his passion and career.

“The guitar is a very important thing in 
life to me,” he said.

Anderson enjoyed watching his father, 
uncle and older brother play, and by age 14 
he had his own guitar.

“I had a heavy metal band in high 
school,” he said.

Inspired by AC/DC guitarist Angus 
Young, music consumed Anderson until 
after high school when his band broke up 
and he joined the Army. He served in the 
military for three years and then went to 
the University of Houston where he earned 
his four-year degree on what he called the 
five-year plan. During his final semester, 
however, something changed.

“All of a sudden the guitar became very 
important to me again,” he said.

As he drifted through a tumultuous 
period in his life, he landed a job with a 
friend who owned a small guitar shop.

“I was teaching guitar there, and after 
observing how he operated I felt I could do 
better,” he said.

In 2005, he struck out on his own and 
opened The Texas Guitar Company in a 
shopping center at Fry and Saums roads 
and has been in business there ever since.

“My main focus is teaching lessons,”  
he said.

In addition to selling guitars and sup-
plies, his store has eight enclosed studios 
where his staff teaches more than just 
guitar. Students can also learn violin, viola, 
cello, piano or keyboards and drums. 
Among Anderson’s slate of instructors is 

Teacher and performer Rebecca Laird plays her guitar on a break at The Texas Guitar Company.

noted Houston jazz musician Glen Acker-
man. Another instructor is also a student 
of Ackerman’s, 20-year-old Rebecca Laird.

Laird recently competed in Guitar 
Center’s Battle of the Blues national finals 
in Los Angeles where she finished in sixth 
place. Influenced by the likes of Stevie Ray 
Vaughan, Jimmy Vaughan, Jeff Beck and 
Harlan Wolfe, she first started playing 
seven years ago. When offered the chance 
to teach, she could not resist.

“I love it,” she said. “This is my first job, 
and it’s an awesome job.”

Her duties extend beyond teaching 
people to play.

“I do everything from cleaning the 
bathrooms to teaching the lessons to basic 
guitar repair and working at the front 
counter,” she said.

Anderson said he wants his store to 
always be family friendly.

“This is a good place to learn about 
music,” he said.

The Texas 
Guitar Company
2351 N. Fry Road
Katy • 281-647-8111
www.thetexasguitarco.com

By Joe Southern

The Texas Guitar Company
Offering more than sales, experts are teaching Katy to play

BUSINESS

Jo
e 

S
o

ut
he

rn

The Texas Guitar Company currently has 
14 instructors and offer lessons from 
basic guitar to different performance 
styles and instruments.

•	Price packages vary depending on the 
length of commitment. 

•	A single lesson is $30. 
•	A month’s worth (4) is $25 per lesson.
•	Three months worth (12) is $22.50 per 

lesson.

Getting schooled in guitar

J a n u a r y  2 6 - 2 7
Merrell Center & Robinson Pavilion - Katy

Show

Katy

HOME & GARDEN
Sponsored By:

Give it a try!  Why drive to Houston when it’s all right here?

Shop, Compare & Save!
Over 250 Exhibits!   In 2 Buildings, on 2 Floors!

R e m o d e l i n g  ∙  D e c o r a t i n g  ∙  L a n d s c a p i n g
K i t c h e n s  &  B a t h s  ∙  H o m e  T h e a t e r  ∙  W i n d o w s  ∙  S i d i n g  ∙  D e c o r  ∙  H o m e  B u i l d e r s  

B l i n d s  &  S h u t t e r s  ∙  P o o l s  &  S p a s  ∙  F l o o r i n g  &  M u c h  M o r e !

Whole Foods Market, opening 
in Katy on January 30, will be 
giving away FREE $5 gift cards 
to the first 250 people in the 
Pavilion each day!

YOU AND IMPROVED!
You've been balancing a busy life, 
now it’s YOUR turn to be the priority. 
Come shop the very best products 
and services for your health, 
beauty & wellness!

KID’S ZONE
FUN for the kids! Stop by for interactive 
demos and performances.  Then stick 
around for FREE activities like LEGO 
crafts and Tile Art to name a few. 

Presented by:

SAVE THE DATE!

Saturday   Jan. 26    10 am - 6 pm
Sunday      Jan. 27    11 am - 5 pm

Adults      $9.00
Seniors    $7.00
Military ID $5.00
Kids 12 & Under - FREE

Hours & Admission

FREE Pa rk ing! 281-392-2177
VALID ON ONE ADULT ADMISSION ONLY

NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER

IMPAC T

Saturday   Jan. 26   10 am - 6 pm
Sunday      Jan. 27    11 am - 5 pm

Adults     $9.00
Seniors   $7.00
Military  $5.00
Kids 12 & Under - FREE

Hours & Admission

HOME & GARDEN
Show

Katy

Cash only at the Box Office

Cash only at the Box Office

KatyHomeandGardenShow.comKatyHomeandGardenShow.com

$2.00
OFF

Show Sponsors:

KatyHomeandGardenShow.comKatyHomeandGardenShow.com

Come See!Come See!

Presented by:

$10,000 in Your Pocket
Laugh and learn both days with DIY Host & 
Licensed Contractor, John DeSilvia.  He’ll be 
showing how to cut up to $10,000 from your 
remodeling or renovation project.

John DeSilvia,
DIY Expert & Host
 

Food Sampling
Lavish 

Landscapes
Brookwood Gift

& Garden Market
Mini Gift Market

Level 2

N. Fry Rd.

Saums  Rd.
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The Great Texas Pecan 
Candy Company
Candy-coated pecans are pure Texas product

I f it is true there is nothing better than 
the sweet taste of success, then Jeff and 
Bunny King have the sweetest deal in 

Katy.
The confectioners own and operate 

The Great Texas Pecan Candy Company 
and have been satiating sweet tooths with 
their pure Texas products for 15 years.

“Everything we make here and every-
thing in our products is all Texas prod-
ucts,” Bunny said.

It is not simply a matter of being proud 
Texans—which they are—but rather a 
belief in buying local and buying the best 
ingredients they can. Only the highest 
quality pecans, freshest butter and real 
Imperial sugar is fit for the Kings.

“We’ve concentrated on keeping the 
quality of our products as high as we can,” 
Jeff said. “We don’t buy discount pecans.”

Since 1997, the Kings have operated 
out of a small shop in a strip mall on 
Mason Road. With the exception of a 
second store they opened seven years 
ago in the Gruene Historic Disrict of 
New Braunfels—which sells additional 

BUSINESS

By Joe Southern

Jeff and Bunny King established The Great Texas Pecan Candy Company 15 years ago in Katy.
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The Great Texas 
Pecan Candy Company
870 S. Mason Road
Katy • 281-395-2500
www.texaspecancandy.com

merchandise—nearly everything they sell 
is made, packaged and shipped from Katy. 
There are a couple of non-pecan prod-
ucts they purchase rather than make, but 
otherwise the cooking of the candy begins 
early each morning and several pounds 
of Pecan Roca, Pecan Beer Nuts and West 
Texas Fire—among many other variet-
ies—are made by Chris Oliver.

“I enjoy cooking candy, and I like work-
ing for Jeff and Bunny,” Oliver said. “They 
make it a great working experience here.”

Oliver has been with the Kings for four 
years and has 12 years experience.

“I fell in love with the place,” he said. 
“It’s one of the best things that ever hap-
pened to me, coming here.”

When they started the business, Jeff 
was ending a career in real estate and 
Bunny was teaching nutrition and food 
service at Katy High School.

“I was cooking all day and then she 
would come from school and do the pack-
aging, and I would go clean up,” Jeff said.

In addition to themselves, they have 
two full-time employees at each store 

and a few part-time workers. They are 
currently heading into a busy season 
with Christmas, followed by the Houston 
Livestock Show and Rodeo—where they 
have had a booth for 15 years—which is 
quickly followed by spring break for the 
schools near New Braunfels.

“We cook every day to keep things 
fresh,” Jeff said. “If it’s out of date, we toss 
it. There are no preservatives in here.”

The kitchen is equipped with standard-
size kitchen ovens and sinks.

“All of it is done in small batches,” 
Bunny said.

In addition to the candies, Bunny 

makes fresh cakes and pies. The most 
popular are her Chocolate Trifle cakes, 
Pumpkin Praline cakes and—of course—
her pecan pie. Their products end up 
being shipped around the world, though 
most of their business is domestic. 

“It’s amazing when you talk to people 
and find out where it’s gone,” Jeff said.

impactnews.com
Check out the all-new

   Easily browse or search news articles from your 
community or across the state.

   Stay informed with daily, online-exclusive community 
news and information.

   Learn about upcoming events with the community 
calendar.

   Make your voice heard by commenting on articles or 
participating in online polls.

   Plus, it’s never been easier to stay connected and 
share the news with your social network.

Kingsland Blvd.

Cimmarron Pkwy.
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DINING

Babaloo International 
Café and Bar
Restaurant is local in reach, global in flavor

C liff Clavin and Norm Peterson 
may not be seated at the bar being 
served drinks by Sam Malone, 

but there is a definite resemblance to the 
“Cheers” television show at Babaloo Inter-
national Cafe and Bar.

“Most of our business are regulars,” 
co-owner Fred Routon said. “We have kind 
of like a ‘Cheers’ atmosphere here, where 
everyone knows your name.”

Manager John Sullivan said guests 
have become so comfortable that many 
have their usual spots and some even ask 
for a table by number when they call in a 
reservation.

“It’s a little bit of everything that makes 
this place work out,” Sullivan said.

Among the things that make Babaloo 
distinctive in Katy is not only the tapas—a 
selection of dishes served throughout the 
meal until diners’ appetites are satisfied—
and an ever-evolving menu, but also a 
focus on Latin music and the inclusion of 
an art gallery.

“We’re trying to get the flavors of the 
north, south, east and west areas of the 
world,” Routon said.

Born in Spain, Routon has lived in 
many places around the world, accumulat-
ing recipes and a taste for international 
cuisine. He brings his taste and passion to 
Katy along with his business partner Ana  
Villaronga-Roman and general manager 
Eddy Panesso. 

Villaronga is president of Katy Area Art-
ists and is the owner and curator of Baba-
loo Gallery, which is incorporated into the 
restaurant. Although the art augments the 
setting, the atmosphere is driven by the 
ever-present Latin music, including a video 
DJ on Thursday nights and live music on 
the weekends. 

Routon said the Latin theme and the 

restaurant’s name are inspired by another 
television show.

“It’s derived from ‘I Love Lucy,’” he said. 
“It’s derived from something that always 
makes me happy.”

On the show, Desi Arnaz’s character 
Ricky Ricardo was a struggling Cuban 
orchestra leader who famously sang 
“Babalu” to his fictional wife, Lucy, played 
by his real wife, Lucille Ball.

Babaloo is the 19th restaurant Routon 
has owned. Building on past successes and 
his globetrotting exploits, Routon said he 
has learned what people want in an estab-
lishment like Babaloo International Cafe 
and Bar.

“One cuisine can get stale, therefore we 
try to introduce global flavors,” he said.

The menu is strongly influenced by 
European and South American dishes, 
accented with a Texas touch.

Keeping things new and fresh and of the 
highest quality are important to Routon.

“We hand-pick our tomatoes rather than 
buy them by the case,” he said.

Although the largest crowds come after 
dinner for drinks and dancing, the food is 
what brings people in the door.

“We’re known for our extensive dish 
menu and our sangrias,” Routon said.

When it comes to sangrias, Sullivan is 
the resident expert on the fruity drink.

“We sell pitcher after pitcher after 
pitcher after pitcher of sangrias every 
week,” he said.

Regular customer Karl Rieger of Hous-
ton said he likes to get the Bacon, Lettuce, 
and Fried Green Tomato sandwich when 
he comes in for lunch. He said he enjoys 
the food, the people and the atmosphere.

“This place has a great atmosphere,” he 
said. “It’s just a fun party place. It’s an easy-
going crowd, and everybody gets along.”

By Joe Southern

Crab cakes are one of many dishes served with an 
international flavor at Babaloo.

Babaloo manager John Sullivan (left) and co-owner Fred Routon look over an array of dishes.

Owner recommendations
•	Arranchini—Homemade risotto balls 

stuffed with mozzarella cheese and mari-
nara sauce ($6)

•	Empanadas Argentina—Empanadas 
filled with seasoned ground beef, peas, 
potato and raisins served with caramelized 
onion currant sauce ($5)

•	Chicken Lettuce Wraps—Sauteed chick-
en breast and vegetables with an Asian 
sauce, served in cool lettuce wrap ($8)

•	Gambas Al Ajillo—Sauteed shrimp with 
Frana’s Spanish saffron seasoning, garlic 
and extra virgin olive oil served on top of 
polenta ($9)

•	Torre de Pollo—Chicken and vegetables 
wrapped in a philo dough tower with an 
aioli mayonnaise ($7)

Babaloo International Cafe and Bar
22756 Westheimer Parkway 
Katy • 281-391-4167
www.babaloocafe.net
Hours: Mon.–Thu. 11 a.m.–(open-ended)
Fri.–Sat. 11 a.m.–2 a.m.
Closed on Sunday
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Have a
Blessed

Christmas

Have a

Gifts That Inspire Your 
     Heart & Home!

1001 Avenue B • Katy, TX 77493
281-391-1222 • M–F 10-6 • Sat 10–5

Closing at 2pm on Christmas Eve and New Years Eve
Closed Dec 25 - Dec 26 & Jan 1
Will reopen on Dec 27 for our After Christmas Sale

99
Westheimer Pkwy.

S. Peek Rd.
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COFFEE WITH IMPACT

By	John	Rigg

Patrick Jankowski
Vice president of research,   
Greater Houston Partnership

What resources are available through  
GHP for businesses looking to relocate  
to Houston? 

One of the things we’re trying to do 
is make sure the economy continues to 
expand and grow. Our job is to try and 
bring companies and employees into 
[our] 10–county area. [We] actively go 
out and court site consultants, [and] 
we’re always letting them know that 
whenever they have a prospect or client 
to make sure they look at Houston.

When a company starts looking, they 
have a number of issues they are trying 
to deal with. So we will work with them, 
trying to provide them with the data 
[and] information. The company will 
usually be looking at about 20 differ-
ent metropolitan areas. If we can get a 
company to come look at Houston, at 
least half the time they end up deciding 
on Houston.

When you’re talking about economic 
trends, there are several indicators.  
What specifically do you look at and 
watch closely?

There are probably about two dozen 
[indicators]. One of the best indicators 
out there is the purchasing managers 
index, or PMI. The PMI is put together 

Patrick Jankowski, left, responds to questions asked by Community Impact Newspaper Houston Metro Pub-
lisher Jason Culpepper.
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by the Houston chapter of the Institute 
for Supply Management. They get on 
the phone or send forms out to different 
purchasing managers and ask questions. 
After crunching the numbers, they come 
up with a PMI that tells you what the 
economy is going to do over the next 
three or four months. If you plot the PMI 
over time, it mirrors so much of what 
we’ve seen over the last four or five years. 
It may not be fully scientific because it’s 
simply calling [people] up and asking 
what’s going on, but it’s just been an 
incredible predictor of what goes on.

What role does improved mobility and 
transportation play in competing in a 
global economy?

Mobility is the ability to get from 
your job to the store or your job to your 
house. Transportation can be thought of 
as the broader infrastructure—the port, 
the airport, the rail system, the inter-
coastal waterway—and how they link 
together.

Mobility is a concern, and it is some-
thing that the region as whole is work-
ing on and something that [GHP] is 
involved in. In the past, there has been a 
great deal of emphasis on expanding our 
freeway and roadway system. You can’t 

simply build more roads to get yourself 
out of a situation. There’s a whole pack-
age of what you need to do to increase 
mobility. One of the things is flex time—
where you don’t put everybody on the 
road to get to work at 8 a.m., but let 
[employees] come in between 7–9 a.m. or 
you let them work four days rather than 
five days. There’s the idea of telecom-
muting. There’s van-pooling and ride-
sharing. The park and ride is a wonderful 
system. One thing that is great, which 
has occurred in this region over the 
last 30 years, is to hold a good paying, 
white-collar job you do not have to work 
downtown. That’s something that deals 
with mobility—not trying to centralize 
all the jobs in one area.

What are some of the challenges of 
studying and forecasting economic 
trends?

Some of the challenges are the data 
tends to get revised so often. The PMI 
is never revised, and that’s great, but 
employment data is revised several 
times. When you are trying to under-
stand what’s going on in the economy 
and they revise it, it’s a little frustrating. 
Sometime revisions in some categories 
are huge and sometimes they are minor. 

In areas like oil and gas, they don’t revise 
the employment numbers very much, but 
in areas like retail, they get revised a lot.

What is GHP doing in regard to economic 
development in unincorporated county 
areas?

It’s an area we focus on a lot. If there is 
not an economic development organiza-
tion or a way of representing that area, 
than [GHP] represents it. An important 
thing people need to realize is the Greater 
Houston Partnership truly represents 
the entire region. We don’t play [areas] 
against other [areas]. We are just trying 
to get the company to come to Houston.

What challenges or benefits do 
unincorporated areas face concerning 
economic development?

[GHP] works real hard to represent the 
region, and we champion the unincor-
porated areas. For one thing, in the City 
of Houston the infrastructure is already 
in place—the roads exist, the sewers 
exist. With [Houston] you have a known 
entity to work with—you work with city 
council members, the planning depart-
ment. In the county, you can work with 
the county commissioner, but the level of 
infrastructure is not as fully developed. 

Patrick Jankowski has been with the Greater Houston Partnership—an organiza-
tion that serves small to large businesses and the community—for nearly 30 years as 
a researcher. The origins of GHP can be traced back to the founding of Houston’s first 
Chamber of Commerce in the 1840s when a group of businessmen came together to 
help the city recover from an outbreak of scarlet fever. 

Jankowski, a former journalist, provides data to more than 2,000 members along 
with the general public. He also helps recruit businesses to the area, assist economic 
development and lobby in Austin on behalf of the city for adequate funding and equi-
table policy. 

The GHP aims to help businesses in the Houston area—defined as a 10-county 
region including Harris and Fort Bend counties—thrive through consultations, work-
shops and preparing data to provide an accurate portrait of the region’s economy. 

Store Hours

Check website for Class Schedule
at www.CeramicsByTess.com • 281-392-3161 

SS

a $40 purchase. 
 one coupon per customer. 

expires 1/31/13
CeramicsByTess.com

TheRetirementEdge.com
Tired of Low CD & IRA Rates?
How about 5-7% Guaranteed?

Call for your Free Report - The Re� rement Edge
   Find out how to get be� er returns with guarantees!

Call 832.288.3184 for more details.
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After taking on the global oil industry 
for more than 20 years, in 2006 Blake 
Roberts decided to take on things a 

little closer to home.
He purchased four acres of land and 

opened up Katy Miniature Golf and Bat-
ting Cages and Inflatable Katy in late 2007. 
The facility includes two 18-hole miniature 
golf courses, laser tag, batting cages, a Euro 
bungy trampoline 
jump and three 
private party rooms 
with inflatables.

Five years later, 
the company has 24 
employees and hosts 
on average 1,000 birthday parties annually. 
It also caters to groups of 10 to 250, and it 
has hosted fifth-grade graduation parties, 
day care groups and church programs.

The husband and father of three had 
been working on the concept for two years 
while also working for energy companies. 

“My focus is on toddlers to 10-year-
olds,” he said. “Family entertainment is 
typically low-budget, and facilities tend 
to be dirty and not run properly. I wanted 
a clean, high-end facility with the best 
customer service in Katy.”

In addition, there are free air hockey 
tables in each room because he knows that 
parents do not always come ready with 
spare change.

Laura Svoboda brings her two children, 
ages 4 and 2, to Inflatable Katy at least 
twice a month for the company’s “open 
play,” which takes place Tuesday through 
Friday from 9:15 to 11:45 a.m. 

Though Svoboda has not held her chil-
dren’s birthday parties at Inflatable Katy, 

Sebastian Ranz, 7, takes a swing at a ball at Katy Miniature Golf and Batting Cages while his brother Lucas 
watches. They are the sons of Jorge and Brittci Ranz of Katy.

she said the rooms are clean and enables 
her to keep contact with her children as 
well as see everything that is going on.

“Some of the other inflatable places are 
older-looking and can be dark,” she said. 
“We also like that this place is closer to 
home.”

Meanwhile, Roberts’ goal is to have a 
facility where parents and grandparents 

can participate 
in activities with 
their children. The 
batting cages have 
variable speeds from 
slow to fast and can 
pitch baseballs  

and softballs.
“Miniature golf is the best business 

because a 3-year-old can play as well as his 
89-year-old grandfather,” he said. “And it’s 
a great family experience because people 
leave happier than when they got here.”

Katy Miniature Golf 
& Batting Cages
2482 S. Mason Road
Katy • 281-574-3045
www.katyminiaturegolf.com

By Christine Hall

Katy Miniature Golf and Batting 
Cages and Inflatable Katy
Indoor, outdoor family entertainment found in one place

ENTERTAINMENT
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Amenities:
•	Drive-thru drop-off
•	Reserved parking for party hosts
•	A room designed for toddlers

Future plans: 
•	Bumper boats
•	Electric go-karts

Amenities and future plans

www.firstvictoria.com 
facebook.com/FirstVictoria

2012

* PrimeVest Financial Services, Inc. and First Victoria Insurance Agency: Not 
insured by the FDIC • Not a deposit • Not insured by any federal government 
agency • Not guaranteed  by the bank • Subject to investment risks, including 
the possible loss of principal. Trust assets are not FDIC insured.

2012

At First Victoria National Bank, we take 
pride in keeping pace with your needs 
with our “customer-first” attitude and local 
decision-making. And as the community 
continues to grow, that also means bringing 
you new and convenient locations, like the 
new Spring Green Banking Center now 
open in Katy.

Experience full-service banking, three drive-thru lanes, a 24-hour 
Image Enabled Deposit Taking ATM and a Children’s Corner, as 
well as club-style business center amenities at our V-Source Center™.  
In addition, you’ll be able enjoy the convenience and more of the 
products and services you need, including personal and commercial 
lending, trust and asset management1, insurance and brokerage 
services.1

So, stop in soon and discover the first-rate service of First Victoria.

Gilbert Limones     
Banking Center Manager  

NOW OPEN 9610 Spring GreenKaty, TX 281.574.8660

h

h

Our Newest Banking Center  
in Katy is Now Open.

“Miniature golf is the best business 
because a 3-year-old can play as well 
as his 89-year-old grandfather.” 

—Blake Roberts, owner

M
ason Rd.

Cinco Ranch Blvd.

Oak Park 
Trails Drive
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1959 Katy Tigers
Community inspired underdogs to win first championship

Decades before Katy High School 
established itself as a football pow-
erhouse, the Tigers won an unlikely 

championship in a way that contemporary 
fans would recognize—with a close-knit 
squad, bruising running game, dedicated 
coaching staff and fanatical backing from 
the community.

“That 1959 team was outstanding,” head 
coach Gordon Brown said. “It was fore-
most a community effort. If anyone ever 
deserved to win, it was the community of 
Katy.”

Brown, who now resides in Huntsville, 
said that when he began coaching Katy in 
1955 the team’s facilities were minimal, 
and the school lacked basic weight equip-
ment or a decent field. The community 
went to work on 
the team’s behalf, 
clearing a play-
ing field with rice 
plows and provid-
ing the resources 
for a competitive 
squad. 

In 1958, Brown’s squad had nar-
rowly missed out on the playoffs after a 

HISTORY

By Nathaniel Stone

The 1959 Katy Tigers players, including star fullback Farriel Culpepper (47), guard and linebacker Richard 
Fussell (50) and quarterback Dwayne Fussell (40) celebrate in the locker room after the final game.
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final-game loss to East Bernard. The next 
season, the Tigers went undefeated and 
put together one three-game stretch where 
they demolished their opponents by a 
157-6 margin. Four playoff victories set up 
the final clash against the west Texas oil 
patch town of Sundown on Dec. 19, 1959.

The championship was held in Brown-
wood—equidistant to Katy and Sundown. 
The favored Roughnecks featured an 
explosive rushing offense and had aver-
aged 44 points per game before facing the 
Tigers. 

“As we were getting off the bus at the 
hotel before the final game, some of the 
Sundown players threw ice on our play-
ers,” Brown said.  “[Quarterback and 
team leader Dwayne] Fussell said ‘Wait 

‘til we get them on 
the field, and we’ll 
throw ice on them.’”

Running an offen-
sive formation called 
a “wing-T”—with  
half-backs Char-
lie Shafer and Bill 

Jordan and star fullback Farriel Culpep-
per behind Fussell—Katy’s backfield 

relentlessly ran the ball at the Sundown 
defense, Shafer said An 82-yard kickoff 
return by Shafer put the Tigers ahead to 
stay at 16-6. The defense, led by all-state 
end Stanley McDonald and linebacker 
Charlie Peck, stopped the vaunted Sun-
down running game in its tracks, Brown 
said.

After the final whistle, the Katy squad, 
students and family who had made the 
trek to Brownwood thronged the field in 
celebration of their first championship.

“The community has always been 
behind us,” said Shafer, now the Katy 
tax assessor. “Basically, the whole city of 

Katy was in Brownwood for that game, 
and we were very well received when we 
returned home.”

Brown coached Katy for nine years 
before moving on to Deer Park High 
School and later worked at the collegiate 
level as the offensive coordinator for Ste-
phen F. Austin State University. Thirty-
eight years passed before the Tigers’ 
next title in 1997. Later championships 
in 2000, 2003, 2007 and 2008 secured 
Katy’s standing as one of the nation’s 
elite high school football programs.

Source: “Historic Katy: An Illustrated History” by Carol Adams.

START HERE. GROW HERE.
The Greater Houston Partnership (GHP) 
can help YOUR business grow.

- Confi dential real estate/business facilities searches

- Assisting in evaluating and applying for incentives

- Facilitating workforce training and recruitment

- Providing data on key business factors

- Advocating for local and state issues

- Facilitating the permitting process

- Providing key introductions to strategic partners

- Providing information on networking and 

   business events

- Collaborating on public relations matters

For more information about how we can help your business be successful in the 
Houston region and around the world, contact Chad Carson @ 713-844-3614 today!

Visit our website to see Houston business success stories.
www.opportunityhouston.com #WeAreHouston
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“It was foremost a community effort. 
If anyone ever deserved to win, it was 
the community of Katy.”

—Gordon Brown
Former Head Coach
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Map not to scale

S. Fry Rd.

Kingsland Blvd.

Greenwind Chase Dr.

REAL ESTATE

Green Trails
Katy – 77094

Build-out year: 1987

Square footage: 1,800–7,000

Home values: $200,000–$600,000

Number of homes: 2,188

HOA dues(est.): $985 est.

Property taxes:

Harris County 0.3911700 
Harris County Dpt. Education 0.0065810 
Harris County ESD No. 48 0.0840000 
Harris County Flood Control 0.0280900 
Harris County Hospital Dist. 0.1921600 
Katy ISD 1.5266000 
Green Trails MUD 0.4000000 
Port of Houston Authority 0.0185600 
 
Total (per $100 value)                       2.647161 
 
Schools: 
Pattison Elementary School 
19910 Stonelodge Drive, 281-237-5450

McMeans Junior High School 
21000 Westheimer Parkway, 281-237-8000

Taylor High School  
20700 Kingsland Boulevard, 281-237-3100

1823 Emerald Green Drive $209,900
4 Bed / 2.5 Bath 2,466 sq. ft.
Agent: Kyle MacDonnell, 
RE/MAX Cinco Ranch  281-579-7900

18531 Eden Trails Lane $290,000
4 Bed / 2.5 Bath 2,546 sq. ft.
Agent: Lane Mabray,  
RE/MAX Westside, Realtors 281-925-3000

19727 Laguna Meadows Court $290,000
4 Bed / 2.5 Bath 2,850 sq. ft.
Agent: George Huntoon,  
RE/MAX Westside, Realtors  281-925-3000

19818 Skycountry $330,000
3-4 Bed / 2.5 Bath  2,860 sq. ft.
Agent: Beverly Ward,  
Keller Williams Signature  281-599-7600

No. of homes 
for sale

No. of homes 
under contract

Avg. days on 
the market

8 3 32

No. of homes sold 
in the last year

Square footage
Low/High

Selling price
Low/High

113 1,876/6,955 $200,000/$675,000

On the market  (As of November 30, 2012)

Featured homesOverview*

Home sales  (December 1, 2011–November 30, 2012)

Market Data Katy
On the market  (November 1–30)

Price Range

Number of homes for sale/Average days on the market for the last 6 months

77094 77449 77450 77493 77494

Less than $149,999 — 212/82 31/54 24/87 1/65

$150,000–$199,999 — 76/108 17/45 30/50 39/78

$200,000–$299,999 4/58 2/94 33/57 22/164 139/70

$300,000–$399,999 4/64 — 10/62 — 134/77

$400,000–$499,999 1/33 — 6/117 3/197 54/78

$500,000–$599,999 — — 3/167 — 25/66

$600,000–$799,999 3/244 — 2/49 — 13/80

$800,000–$999,999 — — 3/127 1/113 7/67

$1 million + 1/275 — 3/131 1/363 2/134

We hear you loud and clear.
Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local coupons. 
Available every day, where you live, work and play!

Data compiled by 
Coldwell Banker United

281-304-5900
www.cbunited.com

Monthly home sales

Month

Number of homes sold/Average Price

77094 77449 77450 77493 77494

Nov. 2011 10/$323,950 123/$109,945 70/$229,627 25/$179,162 17/$303,262

Nov. 2012 17/$385,505 89/$111,437 89/$226,244 33/$158,745 162/$317,752

Oct. 2012 10/$323,950 120/$109,971 69/$230,216 24/$180,471 177/$304,949

Sep. 2012 11/$377,490 119/$107,774 87/$221,439 22/$180,154 162/$304,954

Aug. 2012 13/$493,269 126/$110,024 119/$232,080 32/$163,684 258/$295,834 

July 2012 25/$336,217 110/$106,886 140/$251,378 37/$205,942 262/$297,060

June 2012 14/$382,064 119/$107,926 112/$253,298 32/$186,262 230/$316,939

May 2012 15/$375,943 109/$102,055 88/$232,388 28/$166,113 207/$326,613

Apr. 2012 21/$386,739 114/$108,284 87/$239,679 21/$127,804 201/$286,612
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