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New facility will serve 
12,000 area veterans

Katy area veterans awaiting VA clinic

Strategic planning and energy sector fuel economic growth
By Joe Southern

Fueled by Houston’s robust energy and 
oil and gas sectors combined with strategic 
planning, Fort Bend County job growth 
has increased 78.1 percent from 2000 to 
2011, making it the second-fastest growing 
county in the nation in that period.

“Our success is by design and not by acci-
dent,” said Lance LaCour, president and 
CEO of the Katy Area Economic Develop-
ment Council. “In Katy, our excellent pub-
lic schools, access to I-10 and proximity to 
the Energy Corridor are helping drive our 
business recruitment and growth.” 

The CNN Money Where The Jobs Are 
list ranked the county second in the nation 
for job growth. Most of the growth in the 
county has been along the east side from 
Katy to Missouri City.

“Katy and Fort Bend County are suc-
cessful in bringing jobs to the area because 
we have great leadership and economic 

development corporations implementing 
strong strategic economic development 
plans and working hard to plan and build 
infrastructure, improve quality of life and 
place, helping existing businesses grow, and 
recruiting new businesses,” LaCour said.

Tax incentives
The county has judiciously and effectively 

used tax abatement incentives—short-term 
property tax cuts—to help businesses grow 
and expand locally, said Fort Bend County 
Judge Robert Hebert. 

In 2008 at the start of the recession, the 
county issued three abatements which 
brought 65 jobs and $8.5 million in capi-
tal investment. During the next three years 
while much of the nation was experiencing 
stagnant or declining growth, the county 
was still offering abatements and grow-
ing. The county issued 21 abatements from 
2008 to 2011, bringing in 1,685 jobs and 

By Christine Hall
When the new Veterans 

Administration clinic opens in 
Katy next May, it will bring medi-
cal care closer to home for the 
more than 12,000 war veterans 
living in the area. 

“We are proud of the brave men 
and women who have fought for 
our country, [and] we strongly 
support providing the most com-
prehensive health services avail-
able to these men and women,” 

said Ann Hodge, president and 
CEO of the Katy Area Chamber 
of Commerce. “The Katy commu-
nity is the ideal location for a state 
of the art VA Clinic to serve these 
remarkable men and women.”

For years, veterans in the Katy 
area had to fight traffic on I-10 to 
get to the Texas Medical Center 
to go to the Michael E. DeBakey 
VA Medical Center whenever 
they needed to see their primary 
care physician or a specialist, said 
Samuel Luna, a service officer for 
Katy’s Jonathan D. Rozier Post 
164 of the American Legion.

The clinic will encompass 

30,000 square feet and be located 
at 750 Westgreen Blvd. inside the 
Mann Eye Institute building, said 
Bobbi Gruner, spokeswoman for 
the Houston VA. The VA signed 
a long-term contract with the 
developer for $1 million a year, 
she said.

Clinic services
The VA-staffed facility will pro-

vide primary health care, mental 
health care, women’s specialty 
care, laboratory, X-ray, telemedi-
cine, teleretinal imaging, phar-
macy, optometry and audiology 

$400.5 million in capital investment.
“A lot of what happens here is a function 

of the overall regional economy, not just 
Fort Bend County,” Hebert said.

LaCour said all the projections he has 
seen call for continued growth in the region.

“Our employment in Katy ISD is pro-
jected to grow from 138,000 to 164,000 

persons by the year 2016,” he said. “That is a 
19 percent increase, 26,000-person increase 
in employment from 2011 to 2016.”

Though projections do not specify where 
the jobs will come from, LaCour said 
he feels the increase will be in all indus-
try sectors with the greatest percentage 
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Fort Bend County outpacing 
most of U.S. in job creation 
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A new Veterans Administration clinic opening in May in the Mann Eye Institute build-
ing will serve 12,000 veterans living in the Katy area.

Outpatient clinic features

The 30,000-square-foot 
facility will offer:

•	 primary care
•	 cardiology
•	mental health care
•	 pharmacy
•	women’s clinic
•	 laboratory and  

radiology
•	 tele-retinal imaging
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Living in Katy, you are 
well aware of the boom 
happening as a result of the 
growth in the energy sector. 
Spend ten minutes driving 
I-10 from Katy, you see the 

energy corridor thriving and new residential 
developments seem to have no end on the 
horizon. What you may not realize is the 
number of jobs being created as a result of this 
and the strategic planning efforts being done 
by the area economic development councils. 
The fast growth stats and these efforts made 
CNN Money Magazine take notice by ranking 
Fort Bend County the second fastest growing 
county in the nation for jobs. With an unem-
ployment rate at nearly 2 percent less than the 
rest of the nation, it is cause to take notice on 
how this is happening. Job creation and how to 
handle population growth have been recurring 
themes through this year’s election season. 
Early voting is going on now in preparation for 
election day on Nov. 6.

I would encourage you to understand the 
issues of not just the national election, but the 

state, county and local elections. Within this 
issue, we provide you with a comprehensive 
guide for who will appear on the ballot and 
most importantly, where your local voting 
locations are. 

With Community Impact Newspaper’s Katy 
edition in full swing, readers can expect to 
learn more about how these important issues, 
and many others, impact their lives. Thank 
you to those who took time in sending emails 
and made phone calls to our staff this past 
month letting us know your appreciation for 
bringing an unbiased, useful news source to 
Katy. Our commitment to this reporting will 
stay the same each month. I encourage you, 
if you haven’t already to “like” our Facebook 
page at impactnews.com/facebook_kty, follow 
us on twitter @impactnews_kty and visit us at 
impactnews.com/houston-metro/katy.
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Now Open
1  Katy Modern Dentistry and 

Orthodontics opened in early July at 
25621 Nelson Way, Ste. 110. The business 
provides services, such as oral surgery, 
periodontics, teeth whitening, basic 
cleanings, root canals, braces and bridges 
for patients of all ages. 281-392-8222,  
www.katymoderndentistry.com

2  Naranj Mediterranean Grill 
opened in early August, bringing 
the increasingly popular lunchtime 
cafeteria-style service to the area. The 
restaurant, located at 981 S. Mason Road, 
offers daily lunch specials and fresh 
menu items from the grill. After 2 p.m., 
sit-down service is available along with 
private events and catering.    
281-398-4711

3  The Center for Stress Management 
began offering its services to Katy at the 
end of the summer and is planning its 
grand opening in the coming weeks at 
439 Mason Park Blvd., Ste. C. Founder 
Kris Kerlin and her team provide 
counseling services, spiritual care, and 
wellness programs to help reduce stress in 
people and promote healthy living. Other 
services offered tincludes treatment for 

post-traumatic stress, surgical recovery, 
pain management and crisis or loss.  
713-471-9977,  
www.center4stressmanagement.com

4  Stein Mart, an apparel store 
featuring mens and womens clothing and 
accessories and home decor items, opened 
in Katy on Oct. 25 at 6565 S. Fry Road. 
281-574-6541, www.steinmart.com

5  Starbucks opened a new store in 
Katy on Sept. 17 at 23010 Seven Meadows 
Parkway. One of 10 stores in the Katy area, 
Starbucks offers a wide range of specialty 
coffees, teas, and other hot and cold 
beverages. It also offers a variety of baked 
goods, sandwiches and snacks.  
281-574-2051, www.starbucks.com

6  Pollo Campero has opened a 
location in Katy at 557 S. Mason Road, 
Ste. A. It serves traditional tacos, 
empanadas, and tapas offerings.  
281-392-0030,  
houston.pollocampero.com

Coming Soon
7  Five new establishments will be 

coming to LaCenterra soon. 23501 Cinco 
Ranch Blvd. 
A  Emmanuel Salon’s second location 

is coming to LaCenterra at Cinco 
Ranch. The salon offers various levels of 
haircuts and styling for men and women 
including hair treatments, coloring and 
texturing along with makeup artist 
services. The location also provides 
educational classes using live hair and 
makeup models. 281-313-3737
b  A few years after coming to Houston, 

World of Beer—a Florida based beer-
bar—is opening in LaCenterra at Cinco 
Ranch. The bar exclusively serves 
hundreds of craft beers including an 
estimated 50 beers on tap. World of Beer 
also offers traditional fare from hotdogs 
to stuffed pretzels to brats and andouille 
sausage. www.wobusa.com
C  East coast pizza chain Grimaldi’s 
Pizzeria is opening a location in 
LaCenterra at Cinco Ranch. The menu 
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focuses on the thin crust New York-style 
pizza baked in its traditional brick oven. 
Other options include antipastos, various 
salads and calzones.   
www.grimaldispizzeria.com
d  Well-known health food cafe Zoe’s 
Kitchen is scheduled to open a location in 
LaCenterra at Cinco Ranch. Popular menu 
offerings include grab-and-go tubs, baked 
items, and other convenient meal options. 
Catering services are also available, such as 
grilled items boxed lunches, combination 
trays and fresh baked desserts.  
www.zoeskitchen.com
E  National seafood restaurant Bonefish 

Grill is opening a location in LaCenterra 
at Cinco Ranch, which will bring fresh 
grilled, baked and sauteed seafood 
offerings to the shopping center. The 
restaurant features nightly specials on food 
and drinks in the full-service bar. Specialty 
martinis include the fresh apple martini—
apples soaked in vodka, ginger liqueur, 
honey and a sprinkle of cinnamon.  
www.bonefishgrill.com

8  Whole Foods Market, a grocery 
store featuring high-quality, locally 
grown organic foods, is building a store 
at 6655 S. Fry Road. The location is slated 
to open some time in early 2013.  
www.wholefoodsmarket.com

9  Top Golf will open a 70,000-square-
foot, three-level golf entertainment 
complex in early December at 1030 
Memorial Brook Blvd. The location 
will be complete with state-of-the-art 
amenities, more than 100 hitting bays 
and multiple upscale restaurants and 
bars. The premier golf entertainment 
complex boasts microchipped balls which 
track patrons’ accuracy and distance. 
Reservations for parties and special events 
are available. www.topgolf.com

10  Royale Retreat Pedispa offers 
manicure and pedicure services and will 
open in late November at 23010 Seven 
Meadows Parkway. www.RRpedispa.com

11  Sprouts Farmers Market is planning 
to open a 25,300-square-foot market 

The Top Golf facility near Hwy. 6 and the Katy 
Freeway will open in December.

A new Stein Mart has opened in Katy.

in Cinco Ranch, 23105 Cinco Ranch 
Blvd., in 2013. The organic grocer is also 
in negotiations for more sites. Sprouts 
Farmers Market operates in Dallas-Fort 
Worth, Austin, El Paso, Lubbock, San 
Antonio, Corpus Christi, Murphy and 
McAllen. www.sprouts.com

12  Express Oil Change and Service 
Center—a national vehicle service 
center—will open a Katy location at 1803 
S. Mason Road by 2013. Services include 
fluid change and other limited car repair 
and maintenance such as tire service, 
brake repair, hose and belt replacements 
and other mechanical needs. 
www.expressoil.com

Relocations

13  Personal trainer Jason Hodge 
established Medical Fitness Pros in Katy 
to provide nutrition education, strength 
training and healthy activities to the 
surrounding area. The business moved to 
2004 S. Mason Road, Ste. A4 in August. 
Apart from offering gym memberships, 
the location features personal training, 
sports conditioning and various classes 
from nutrition to medical fitness.  
281-500-6055,  
www.medicalfitnesspros.com

14  FASTSIGNS of Katy has relocated 
to 22511 I-10. The business provides sign 
and graphic consultation and design, 
production, delivery and installation 
services for architectural signs, vehicle 
graphics, point-of-purchase posters, and 
building identification signs. 281-599-1111,  
www.fastsigns.com/515-katy-tx

In the News

The Katy City Council voted itself a raise 
at its regular meeting on Oct. 8. The salary 
of Mayor Don Elder Jr. increased $57.08 
per month from $1,426.92 to $1,484. 
Each of the council members received an 
increase of $34.38 per month, increasing 
from $859.48 to $893.86. The vote was 
3-1 with Councilmember Larry Gore 

Starbucks recently opened at 23010 Seven Meadows Parkway.

5

4

Compiled by Joe Southern, John Rigg  and Molly Waddell
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News or questions about Katy? 
Email ktynews@impactnews.com.

9

Best Time to Play in the Dirt 
& Create Your Own Paradise 

281-392-1470 | 25445 Westheimer Pkwy. • Katy, 77494 
281-955-0281 | 21206 NW Freeway • Cypress, 77429 

www.beyondparadisenursery.com

voting against and Councilmember Fabol 
Hughes being absent.

The Texas Department of Agriculture 
and Fort Bend County are seeking 
participants in the 2012 Hog Out 
County Grants Program designed to 
encourage residents to help reduce the 
feral hog population. The three-month 
effort began Oct.1 and ends Dec. 31. 
To be eligible, hunters must record the 
number of hogs taken on the official 
affidavit as part of the certification 
process. Grant program participants are 
also encouraged to take an educational 
program offered by Texas AgriLife 
Extension Service and the Cooperative 
Extension Program of Prairie View 
A&M University on Nov. 10. There are 
an estimated 2 million feral hogs in 
Texas and it is estimated they cause 
more than $400 million in damage to 
crops and property annually. For more 
information, call 281-342-3034 or visit 
fortbend.agrilife.org
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Nov. 17
By Molly Waddell

CrossPoint Community Church holds its first 5K event, prior to its second annual Outdoor 
Market.

The 5K includes a series of obstacles and tasks which include gathering care package items 
and stowing them in a cinched bag that is carried throughout the course. The care packages 
will be delivered to persons in need throughout the community as a part of “Project Feed  
the Need.”

The route runs through CrossPoint’s property as well as the adjacent Mason Creek running 
trails and Rick Rice Park. Because it is an obstacle race, it will only be a 3.1-mile route.

“The day’s events are meant to be a time for families to have fun together while serving their 
community,” said Allison Burger, co-leader of the event.

Following the race, the Outdoor Market features children’s activities, concessions and 
vendors selling household items, clothing and jewelry and special services, including 
photography and fitness plans. 

Community members can become vendors, for a small fee, at the Outdoor Market to 
promote their business or hold a garage sale for items they no longer use. Vendors keep all 
the profit they make.

Proceeds from both events are donated to Christ Clinic of Katy, which serves more than 
7,000 people who do not have access to adequate health care.

7 a.m. (check-in), 8 a.m.–1 p.m. $35 (runners), $25 (vendors) Registration for both ends 
Oct. 28. CrossPoint’s Westgreen Campus, 700 S. Westgreen Blvd., Katy. 281-398-6464.
www.5Kdifferentway.com
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Allison Burger is co-leading CrossPoint Community Church’s 5K event.

CrossPoint 5K a different Way and The Outdoor Market

281-788-4297.  
homefortheholidaysgiftmarket.com  

17 City Wide Garage Sale
Keep Katy Beautiful iholds a city-wide garage 
sale. Participants hold a garage sale at their 
house or reserve a booth or parking spot for 
trunk sales for Katy Market Days, downtown 
between 2nd Street and Avenue B. Register 
by Nov. 14. $20 (booth). 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 
281-391-1993, limitededitionartandantiques.
com/market-days.

7 Encompass Lending Group/Katy Area 
Chamber of Commerce Golf Classic
Katy Area Chamber of Commerce holds its 
30th annual Golf Classic. All proceeds benefit 
the chamber. Sponsors and golfers receive 
lunch, snacks, beverages, awards dinner and 
all golfing contests. 9:30 a.m. (check-in), 10 
a.m. (driving range), 11 a.m. (shotgun start) 
$200 (individual players), $800 (team, includes 
hole sponsorship). Weston Lakes Country Club, 
32611 FM 1093, Fulshear. 281-391-5289. 
www.katychamber.com 

8 Evolving Heart Care in Your 
Community
Methodist West Houston Hospital is hosting a 
program about heart and vascular treatments 
and diagnostic capabilities. Heart healthy 
screenings and a physician panel discussion 
will be held 5–7:30 p.m. in the Mesquite 
Conference Room. 18400 I-10. 713-790-3333

10 Heartwarming Christmas Craft Show
Browse a variety of booths of jewelry, quilts 
accessories and decorationss. The event also 
features a visit from Santa. Free. 9 a.m.–4 
p.m. 22111 Morton Ranch Road. holycov.org

11 The Arc of Katy 2nd Annual Justin 
Winkler Memorial Barn Dance
The 2nd Annual Justin Winkler Memorial Barn 
Dance benefits the Arc of Katy. Underwriters, 
dancers and event volunteers are needed. 
Food and drinks are provided. Donations 
are welcome. 1–3 p.m. 26855 Westheimer 
Parkway, Katy. 713-882-1334. 
www.thearcofkaty.org

16–18 Home for the Holidays  
Gift Market
Items sold at the Home for the Holidays 
Gift Market include clothes, candles, home 
decor, florals, gourmet food, wood items, and 
jewelry. 5–9 p.m. (Nov. 16), 10 a.m.–6 p.m. 
(Nov. 17), 11 a.m.–4 p.m. (Nov. 18). $6. The 
Katy Merrell Center, 6301 S. Stadium Lane. 

Find more or submit Katy events at  
www.impactnews.com/kty-calendar.

To have Katy events included in the print edition, they must 
be submitted online by the first Friday of the month.

Online Calendar

Visit with 
YOUR Local Community Bankers:

Vidal Ramirez, President - Katy O�ce

Carlos Sandoval, Jr., Vice President

Gil Edmundson, Vice President

Jane Montgomery, Vice President 
Katy O�ce

520 Westgreen Blvd.
Katy, TX 77450

281-517-8710
Vidal Ramirez
President - Katy O�ce

October 

26–27 KVPAC Hairy Tale Rock
Hairy Tale Rock performed by Katy Visual 
Performing Arts Center is a twist on fairy 
tales, beanstalks, Rapunzel, the Big Bad 
Wolf, Fairy Godmother, and an obnoxious 
princess and prince who can’t be freed until 
they find true love. 7 p.m. (Oct. 26) noon (Oct. 
27). $6. Kennedy Grand Stage at KVPAC, 
2501 S. Mason Road, Ste. 290, Katy. 
281-829-2787. www.kvpac.org

27 Howl-O-Ween Dog Walk and Expo
This “spooktacular” event features a one-mile 
dog walk and canine costume contest, as 
well as pet-focused information. Proceeds 
from the event go to Citizens for Animal 
Protection, a nonprofit service organization 
committed to sheltering, rescuing and placing 
homeless animals. 8–11:30 a.m. LaCenterra, 
23501 Cinco Ranch Blvd. 281-497-0591

27 PlayMakers Garage Sale
The James E Taylor High School Theatre 
department hosts a garage sale to raise 
money for the Taylor PlayMakers. The money 
will help fund its fall show, Agatha Christie’s 
“Appointment with Death,” and the spring 
musical “Seusical.” 8 a.m.–noon. James E. 
Taylor High School, 20700 Kingsland Blvd. 
281-237-3100

28 Red Cross Ramble 2012
The American Red Cross hosts its third 
annual Ramble biking marathon fundraiser. 
Riders enjoy a morning ride through the 
ranch lands of Fort Bend County. There are 
four different route distances: 25, 46, 77 and 
100 miles. Lunch and a T-shirt are provided. 8 
a.m.–2 p.m. $35, $40 (day of). 8181 FM 762, 
Richmond. www.redcross.org/news/event/
Red-Cross-Ramble-2012-Houston-TX

28 Katy Triathlon at Firethorne
The Katy Triathlon at Firethorne includes a 
16-mile bike race, a three-mile run, and a 
500-meter swim in Lake Firethorn. Proceeds 
benefit the Katy Rotary Fund. 7:30 a.m. 
28100 N. Firethorne Rd. katytriathlon.com

November

3 MRHS Holiday Market
Morton Ranch High School holds a Holiday 
Market to raise money for its Project Prom 
2013. Festivities include numerous crafts, 
jewelry and home décor booths. 9 a.m.–4 
p.m. Morton Ranch High School, 21000 
Franz Road, Katy. 281-237-7800

Sponsored by
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2012 ELECTION COVERAGE
November Election
Presidential and vice presidential candidates

Joe Biden* Paul Ryan Jim Gray Cheri HonkalaBarack Obama* Mitt Romney Gary Johnson Jill Stein 

* - Incumbent; D - Democrat; G - Green Party; L - Libertarian; R - Republican; Write-in candidates will not 
appear on the ballot but can be voted for by writing the candidate’s name in the write-in candidate space. 

Democrat Republican Libertarian Green Party

U.S. Senate
Ted Cruz, R
Paul Sadler, D
John Jay Myers, L
David B. Collins, G

U.S. House 
District 2
Jim Dougherty, D
Kenneth Duncan, L
Ted Poe*, R
Mark A. Roberts, G

District 7
John Culberson*, R
James Cargas, D
Drew Parks, L
Lance Findley, G

District 8
Kevin Brady*, R
Neil Burns, D
Roy Hall, L

District 10
Michael McCaul*, R
Tawana W. Cadien, D
Richard Priest, L

District 22
Pete Olson*, R
Kesha Rogers, D
Steven Susman, L
Don Cook, G

Texas Senate
District 3
Cecil Bell Jr., R

District 7
Dan Patrick*, R
Sam “Tejas” Texas, D

 District 17
Joan Huffman*, R
Austin Page, L
David Courtney, G

District 18
Glenn Hegar, R

Texas House 
District 28
John Zerwas*, R

District 132
Bill Callegari*, R
Phil Kurtz, L

District 133
Jim Murphy*, R
Gerald W. (Jerry) LaFleur, L

District 138
Dwayne Bohac*, R
Lee Coughran, L

District 149
Dianne Williams, R
Hubert Vo*, D

Statewide
State Board of Education
District 4
Dorothy Olmos, R
Lawrence Allen Jr.*, D

District 6
Donna Bahorich, R
Traci Jensen, D
Gene Clark, L
G.C. Molison, G

District 7
Matthew Petre, D
David Bradley*, R

District 8
Barbara Cargill*, R
Dexter Smith, D

District 10
Judy Jennings, D
Tom Maynard, R

Railroad Commissioner
Christi Craddick, R
Dale Henry, D
Vivekananda “Vik” Wall, L
Chris Kennedy, G

Texas Supreme Court 
Justices
Place 2
Don Willett*, R
RS Roberto Koelsch, L

Place 4
John Devine, R
Tom Oxford, L
Charles E. Waterbury, G

Place 6
Nathan Hecht*, R
Michele Petty, D
Mark Ash, L
Jim Chisholm, G

Court of Criminal Appeals, 
presiding judge
Sharon Keller*, R
Keith Hampton, D
Lance Scott, L

Court of Criminal Appeals, 
Place 7
Barbara Parker Hervey*, R
Mark W. Bennett, L

Place 8
Elsa Alcala*, R
William Bryan Strange, III, L

Fort Bend County
District Judge
400th Judicial District
Cliff Vacek*, R

County Commissioner
Precinct 3
W.A. “Andy” Meyers*, R

Constable
Precinct 3
Robert “Rob” Cook*, R

County Attorney
M.E. “Skip” Belt, D
Roy Cordes Jr.*, R

Sheriff
Troy E. Nehls, R
Michael Ellison, D

County Tax Assessor-
Collector
Patsy Schulz*, R
Jesse Torres, D

1st Court of Appeals 
District 
Place 2
Jane Bland*, R
Ron Lovett, D

Place 6
Harvey Brown*, R
Chuck Silverman, D

Place 7
Terry Jennings*, R
Natalia Cokinos Oakes, D

Place 8
Michael Massengale*, R
Nile Copeland, D 

Place 9
Rebecca Huddle*, R
Kathy Cheng, D

14th Court of Appeals 
District
Place 3
Brett Busby*, R
Barbara Gardner, D

Place 4
Jeff Brown*, R
Jim Wrotenbery, D

Place 5
Martha Hill Jamison, R
Tanner Garth, D

Place 6
Bill Boyce, R

Place 8
John Donovan, R
Julia Maldonado, D

District Judge, 387th 
Judicial District
Fredericka Allen Petry, D
Brenda Mullinix, R

District Judge, 400th 
Judicial District
Cliff Vacek*, R

District Judge, 434th 
Judicial District
James H. “Jim” Shoemake, R
Teana Watson, D

Harris County
Justices
1st Court of Appeals 
District 
Place 2
Jane Bland*, R
Ron Lovett, D
Place 6
Harvey Brown*, R
Chuck Silverman, D

Place 7
Terry Jennings*, R
Natalia Cokinos Oakes, D

Place 8
Michael Massengale*, R
Nile Copeland, D 
 

Place 9
Rebeca Huddle*, R
Kathy Cheng, D

14th Court of Appeals 
District
Place 3
Brett Busby*, R
Barbara Gardner, D

Place 4
Jeff Brown*, R
Jim Wrotenbery, D

Place 5
Martha Hill Jamison*, R
Tanner Garth, D

Place 6
Bill Boyce*, R

Place 8
John Donovan, R
Julia Maldonado, D

District Judges
11th Judicial District
Bruce Bain, R
Mike Miller*, D

61st Judicial District
Alfred “Al” Bennett*, D
Jeff Hastings, R

80th Judicial District
Richard Risinger, R
Larry Weiman*, D

125th Judicial District
Kyle Carter*, D
John Coselli, R

127th Judicial District
Russell Lloyd, R
R. K. Sandill*, D

129th Judicial District
Michael Gomez*, D
Michael Landrum, R

133rd Judicial District
Lamar McCorkle, R
Jaclanel McFarland*, D

151st Judicial District
Mike Engelhart*, D
John Wittenmyer, R 

152nd Judicial District
Robert Schaffer*, D
Don Self, R

164th Judicial District
Alexandra Smoots-Hogan*, D
Bud Wiesedeppe, R

165th Judicial District
Elizabeth Ray, R
Josefina Rendon*, D

174th Judicial District
Ruben Guerrero*, D
Robert Summerlin, R

176th Judicial District
Stacey Bond, R
Shawna L. Reagin*, D

177th Judicial District
Ryan Patrick*, R
Vivian King, D

178th Judicial District
Roger Bridgwater, R
David L. Mendoza*, D

179th Judicial District
Kristen M. Guiney, R
Randy Roll*, D

215th Judicial District
Ken Shortreed, R
Elaine H. Palmer, D

333rd Judicial District
Joseph “Tad” Halbach*, R
Tracy D. Good, D

334th Judicial District
Ken Wise*, R
Donna Roth, D

337th Judicial District
Renee Magee, R
Herb Ritchie*, D

338th Judicial District
Brock Thomas, R
Hazel B. Jones*, D 

339th Judicial District
Brad Hart, R
Maria T. Jackson*, D
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Texas’ U.S. Senate

2008 

2006

2002

2000

1996

1994
Source: Texas Secretary of State’s Office

Republican Democrat

1990

1988

1984

1982

1978

1976

1972

1970

1966

1964

1960

1958

Candidates were selected for this guide based on whom voters in Katy will 
be voting. Elections for municipal utility districts and special utility districts 
were not included.

351st Judicial District
Mark Kent Ellis*, R
Mark McInnis, D

District Attorney
Mike Anderson, R
Lloyd W. Oliver, D

Judges
County Court at Law No. 1
Debra Ibarra Mayfield*, R
Erica M. Graham, D

County Court at Law No. 2
Theresa Chang*, R
Damon Crenshaw, D

County Attorney
Robert Talton, R
Vince Ryan*, D

Sheriff
Louis Guthrie, R
Adrian Garcia*, D
Remington Alessi, G

County Commissioner
Precinct 3
Steve Radack*, R
Glorice McPherson, D

Waller County
Justices
1st Court of Appeals 
District 
Place 2
Jane Bland, R
Ron Lovett, D

Place 6
Harvey Brown, R
Chuck Silverman, D

Place 7
Terry Jennings, R
Natalia Cokinos Oakes, D

Place 8
Michael Massengale, R
Nile Copeland, D

Place 9
Rebecca Huddle, R
Kathy Cheng, D

14th Court of Appeals 
District
Place 3
Brett Busby, R
Barbara Gardner, D
Place 4
Jeff Brown, R
Jim Wrotenbery, D
Place 5
Martha Hill Jamison, R
Tanner Garth, D

Place 6
Bill Boyce, R

Place 8
John Donovan, R
Julia Maldonado, D

Constable
Precinct 4
Joe Trimm*, R

District Judge
506th Judicial District
Albert M. McCaig Jr.*, R

Sheriff
R. Glenn Smith*, R
Wilton White Jr., D

County Tax Assessor-
Collector
Katherine Ragston, D
Ellen Contreras Shelburne*, R

Waller-Harris Emergency 
Services District No. 200 
Board of Emergency 
Services Commissioners
(Vote up to two candidates)
Brooke Robinson
Roger Lieder
Tom Garbett
Tommy Davis

Metro general mobility voter referendum

The continued dedication of up to 25 percent of Metro’s sales and use tax 
revenues for street improvements and related projects for the period Oct. 1, 
2014 –Dec. 31, 2025 as authorized by law and with no increase in the current 
rate of Metro’s sales and use tax. 
•		Yes
•		No

What is the general mobility fund?
Since 1988, the general mobility fund has allowed Metro to set aside 25 percent 
of the sales tax it collects within its service area, which includes unincorporated 
Harris County, the City of Houston, the City of Katy and 14 other cities throughout 
the county. The money is spent on transportation projects and local road 
improvements as opposed to mass transit.

Why the need for another referendum?
The 2003 Metro referendum stated that the general mobility fund would con-
tinue through September 2014, but future extensions would need to be approved 
by	voters.	If	the	November	referendum	fails,	the	program	will	cease	to	exist	after	
September 2014. 

Area early voting locations Election Day voting locations contd.

On Election Day, Nov. 6, residents must vote at their precinct’s polling 
location. Numbers are printed on the voter registration card.

Fort Bend County
Precincts and polling locations

3004 McMeans Junior High, 21000 Westheimer Parkway, Katy 
3014 Katy ISD Administration Building, 6301 S. Stadium Lane, Katy
3143 Seven Lakes High School, 9251 S. Fry Road, Katy, TX 77494
3122 Fielder Elementary School, 2100 Greenway Village Drive, Katy
3130 Cinco Ranch High School 9th Grade Center, 23440 Cinco Ranch Blvd.   
 Katy 
3132 Roosevelt Alexander Elementary School, 6161 S. Fry Road, Katy
3144 Beckendorf Junior High School, 8200 S. Fry Road, Katy 

Harris County
Precincts and polling locations

0119 Katy Branch Harris County Public Library, 5414 Franz Road, Katy 
0120 Encourager Church, 10950 I-10 near Brittmore Road, 
 Houston
1006 Westlake Fire Station, 19703 Saums Road at Fry Road, Houston
1061 Ursula Stephens Elementary School, 2715 Fry Road, Katy
0993 Maud Smith Marks Library, 1815 Westgreen Blvd., Katy
0881 McFee Elementary School, 19315 Plantation Cove Lane, Katy
0877 M Robinson Elementary School, 4321 Westfield Village Drive,  
 Katy
0751 West Memorial Junior School, 2311 Provincial Blvd.,  
 at Promenade Drive Katy
0644 Memorial Parkway Junior High School, 21203 Highland Knolls  
 at Westgreen Boulevard, Katy
0639 Katy Municipal Complex Council Chambers, 910 Avenue C,  
 Katy
0618 Harris County Pocket Park and Offices, 19818 Franz Road,  
 Enter East side of building at Old Fry Road, Katy
0617 Jowell Elementary School, 6355 Greenhouse Road  
	 at	Rebel	Yell	Street,	Katy
0547 Harris County MUD 81 Building, 805 Hidden Canyon Road, Katy
0522 Saint Peters United Methodist, 20775 Kingsland Blvd., Katy
0521 Mayde Creek MUD Community Center, 19600 Misty Cove Drive,  
 Katy
0509 Memorial Parkway Community Association Clubhouse,  
 21600 Cimarron Parkway, Katy
0362 Cimarron Elementary School, 1100 South Peek Road  
 at Cascade Creek Drive, Katy
0305 Thornton Middle School, 19802 Keith Harrow Boulevard  
 at Windy Mark Lane, Katy

Election Day voting locations

County Voter Statistics

2008 Voter Turnout

George W. Bush/Dick Cheney

George W. Bush/Dick Cheney

John Kerry/John Edwards 

John Kerry/John Edwards 
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 44.56%

64.33%

 42.10%

2004 Voter Turnout

John McCain/Sarah Palin

John McCain/Sarah Palin

Barack Obama/Joe Biden 

Barack Obama/Joe Biden 
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 68.6%

Fo
rt

 B
en

d 
Co

un
ty

Ha
rr

is
 C

ou
nt

y

103,206

571,883

98,368

590,982

 50.89%

 48.82%

 50.45%

48.5%

Waller County
Precincts and polling locations

101 St Bartholomew’s Episcopal Church, 811 14th St., Hempstead
102 Waller County Annex (Road & Bridge.), 775 Business 290 E.
103 Hempstead High School Library, 801 Donoho, Hempstead
104 Waller County Fairgrounds, 21988 FM 359, Hempstead
105 Rolling Hills VFD- Training Facility, 31541 FM 1736, Hempstead
206 Fieldstore County Bldg – JP 2, 29388 Fieldstore Road, Waller
207 Houston Oaks Country Club, 26705 Magnolia Road, Hockley
208 Waller ISD/Admin. Bldg, Board Rm, 2214 Waller St., Waller
309 Waller County Community Center, 21274 FM 1098, Prarie View
310 Prairie View City Hall, 44500 Highway Bus. 290 E., Prairie View
311 Monaville County Building – JP 3, 12620 FM 1887, Monaville
312 Monaville Fire Station, 13631 Cochran Road, Waller
313 Adams Flat County Building, 36249 FM 529, Brookshire
414 Mt. Zion Methodist Church, 40998 Mt. Zion Road, Brookshire
415 Pattison Area Volunteer Fire Dept.,	2950	FM	359	N.,	Pattison
416 Brookshire Convention Center, 4027 5th St., Brookshire
417 Brookshire Masonic Lodge, 819 Purdy St., Brookshire
418 Igloo - Lobby, 777 Igloo Road, Katy
419 Katy VFW Hall, 6202 George Bush Ave., Katy
420 Katy VFW Hall, 6202 George Bush Ave., Katy

Fort Bend County
Voters may vote at early polling locations on Oct. 22–26, 8 a.m.–5 p.m.; Oct. 
27,	7	a.m.–5	p.m.;	Oct.	28,	noon–5	p.m.	Oct.	29–Nov.	2,	7	a.m.–7	p.m.

Locations: Rosenberg Annex Building, 4520 Reading Road, Rosenberg; 
Cinco Ranch Branch Library, 2620 Commercial Center Blvd, Katy; Hightower 
High School, 3333 Hurricane Lane, Missouri City; Meadows Place City Hall, 
One Troyan Drive, Meadows Place; Missouri City Community Center, 1522 
Texas Parkway, Missouri City; Four Corners Community Center, 15700 Old 
Richmond Road, Sugar Land; Irene Stern Community Center, 6920 Fulshear-
Katy Road, Fulshear; Horario para: Beasley City Hall, 319 S. 3rd Street, Bea-
sley; Lost Creek Park, 3703 Lost Creek Blvd, Sugar Land; City of Richmond 
Water	Maintenance	Facility,	110	N.	8th	St.,	Richmond

Harris County
Voters may vote at early polling locations Oct. 22–26, 8 a.m.–4:30 p.m.; Oct. 
27,	7	a.m.–7	p.m.;	Oct.	28,	1	p.m.–6	p.m.;	Oct.	29–Nov.	2,	7	a.m.–7	p.m.

Locations: Franz Road Storefront, 19818 Franz Rd., Katy; Glen Cheek 
Education Building, 16002 Westheimer Pkwy., Houston

Waller County
Voters may vote at early polling locations Oct. 22–24, 8 a.m.–5:00 p.m.;  
Oct.	25,–27,	7	a.m.–7	p.m.;	Oct.	29–Nov.	2,	7	a.m.–7	p.m.

Locations: Houston Oaks Country Club, 26705 Magnolia Road, Hockley
Waller County Community Center, 21274 FM 1098, Prarie View
Brookshire Convention Center, 4027 5th St., Brookshire
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Story and photos by Joe Southern

The convergence of good food, fun, music and 
mostly good weather made for a great time Oct. 
13–14 in downtown Katy for the 32nd annual Rice 
Harvest Festival.

An estimated 32,000 people enjoyed the carnival, 
live music and entertainment, and more than 300 
vendors and food booths during the salute to Katy’s 
historic cash crop. Rain dampened attendance on 
the second day on what otherwise was a showcase 
weekend in the downtown area.

In addition to two stages for live music and other 
entertainment, there were two carnival areas, one 
featuring traditional rides and games and another 
one with smaller rides and activities for children.

From a culinary perspective, there were plenty of 
turkey legs, sausages, funnel cakes, and most any-
thing one could want breaded and deep fried. From 
beer to soft drinks, there were plenty of beverages to 
be had. 

The festival began in 1978 as a “Sellabration” 
hosted by the Tri County Optimists. The event was 
held in VFW Park and grew very quickly in the fol-
lowing years. In 1981, a coalition of groups including 
the City of Katy, the Katy Area Chamber of Com-
merce and the Westside Art Guild took the event 
over from the overwhelmed Optimists, renamed it 
the Rice Harvest Festival and moved it downtown.

Katy Area Chamber of Commerce President and 
CEO Ann Hodge said the Sunday storm was a hin-
drance, but the chamber responded by offering free 
admission for the rest of the day.

“We decided once the front moved through to 
not charge admission and fan out the information 
through our radio partners as well as social media, 
etc.,” Hodge said. “We had a lot of guests come out 
and enjoy the rest of the day.”

Katy Rice Harvest Festival
ENTERTAINMENT

3

4

5

2

1

Katy Rice Harvest Festival
Downtown Katy
www.riceharvestfestival.org

1 Shoppers check out 
wooden sculptures at one of 
the vendor booths Oct. 13 at 
the Rice Harvest Festival.

2  Two girls go barefoot as 
they take a spin on one of the 
carnival rides the afternoon 
of the first day.

3  Members of Ameri-
can Kids Athletics perform 
martial arts moves during a 
demonstration on the Rice 
Stage.

4   Karl Stephen Brunig and 
Long Red Road performs live 
on the Katy Stage during the 
opening day of the festival.

5  One of the many booths 
featured at the festival 
offered tattoos and face 
painting.

888-391-6254
I-10 @ Mason Rd Exit - Right Here in Katy, TX!

$10,288 SAVINGS!

I-10 @ MASON RD EXIT - RIGHT 
HERE IN KATY, TX! MODEL YEAR 
CLEARANCE MEANS NOW IS THE  
                   TIME TO
          SAVE! 
              SAVE!   
                               SAVE!
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Jobs
Continued from | 1

coming from energy services, professional 
and technical services, information and  
retail jobs.

Since it’s creation in 2003, the KAEDC 
has helped bring nearly 10,000 jobs to 
the Katy area. Among those in the Fort 
Bend County side are PetroSkills Confer-
ence Center in 2010,  Brazos Valley Credit 
Union in 2012, and The Mission Compa-
nies/Entrust office building project which 
is scheduled to start construction by the 
end of the year.

Oilfield services firm Hampco Services 
Inc. recently announced plans to open an 
office in Katy.

“I essentially 
chose Katy to 
be close to our 
drilling contrac-
tor customers in 
the Energy Cor-
ridor,” Hampco 
owner and presi-
dent Andy Grieve said. “I was also very 
impressed by DNV’s new building up off 
Mason Road and worked with their archi-
tects, Powers Brown and Katy Area EDC 
to look for sites. We had a couple of false 
starts but are delighted with the site we 
landed with in the end. In the future, there 
is no reason why the site couldn’t go up to 
employing over a hundred as we develop 
the site.”

beyond Fort bend County
The two key factors helping the county 

grow are quality of life and proximity to 
Houston, according to area officials.

“We are very fortunate to be where we 
are adjacent to that great big economic 
engine that is Harris County and Houston,” 
Hebert said.

Fort Bend County is not the only ben-
eficiary of Houston’s economy.  Waller 
County to the northwest of Fort Bend 
County is seeing benefits. Vince Yokom of 
the Waller County Economic Development 
Partnership said he is spending more of his 
time in the Katy area. 

“The area sells itself in terms of quality 
of life,” he said. “The Katy area has a very 

strong workforce.”
Yokom said Goya Foods’ new Katy facil-

ity being built just inside Waller County is 
bringing 115 jobs to the Katy area. He said 
he is also about to announce the arrival 
of an oil and gas exploration company to 
the community that will bring 450 to 600  
new jobs.

Housing developments
Another factor contributing to job 

growth is carefully planned communities.
“One of the things ... that gives Fort Bend 

County a growth edge … is the higher 
percentage of master planned commu-

nities that we have,” 
said Jack Belt, execu-
tive vice president of 
the Greater Fort Bend 
Economic Develop-
ment Council.

He said the designs 
and plans for the com-

munities in conjunction with existing cities 
has allowed the county to carefully plan for 
not only housing growth, but also indus-
trial and retail growth. Belt said that in 
1990 there was one job for every two peo-
ple living in the county. There are now eight 
jobs for every 10 people.

“Fort Bend County is to Houston what 
Orange County is to Los Angeles,” said 
Perri D’Armond, vice president of govern-
mental relations for the GFBEDC. “Access 
and mobility to Houston is maximized.”

Hebert said the proximity to the Port of 
Houston and highways such as I-10 and 
Hwy. 59 have aided companies in need of 
major shipping routes. 

Hebert said it also means highways 
clogged with commuter traffic, which is 
a primary reason why the county tries so 
hard to bring and keep jobs in Fort Bend.

“People chose where to live based on a 
lot of factors such as quality of life … We 
tend to win that battle [with the metro 
area],” Hebert said.

Sources: Greater Fort Bend Economic Development Council

LABOR FORCE LABOR FORCE LABOR FORCE FORT BEND COUNTY
2012

AS OF AUGUST

2010
AVERAGE

2005
AVERAGE

2000
AVERAGE

FORT BEND COUNTY

1 Civilian Labor Force is the sum of civilian employment and civilian unemployment. These individuals are civilians (not members of the Armed Services) who are 
age 16 years or older, and are not in institutions such as prisons, mental hospitals, or nursing homes. 2 Civilian Employment ncludes all individuals who worked 
at least one hour for a wage or salary, or were self-employed, or were working at least 15 unpaid hours in a family business or on a family farm, during the week 
including the 12th of the month. Those who were on vacation, other kinds of leave, or involved in a labor dispute, were also counted as employed. 
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Fort bend Jobsor

Using census data and 
Onboard Informatics 
projections, CNN Money 
compiled a list of 
the top 25 counties 
in the nation for job 
growth. According to the 
magazine, only counties 
that included cities 
named or considered 
“best places to live” 
also experiencing job 
growth and where 
unemployment is below 
the national average 
were considered. Two 
other Texas counties 
including Collin County, 
No.	6,	and	Denton	
County,	No.	7,	also	made	
the list.

1. Loudoun County, Virginia
City: Ashburn
Job growth (2000–11): 83.6%

5. Douglas County, Colorado
Cities: Highlands Ranch, Castle Rock
Job growth (2000–11): 58.6%

3. Williamson County
Cities: Cedar Park, Georgetown, Round Rock
Job growth (2000–11): 73.8%

4. Montgomery County, Texas
Cities: The Woodlands
Job growth (2000–11): 63.5%

2. Fort Bend County, Texas
Cities: Sugar Land, Missouri City
Job growth (2000–11): 78.1%

Source: CNN Money, August 2012 

Texas Outdoor Impressions | 832-472-1087  |  www.TexasOutdoorImpressions.com

Michael Pettit, Designer & Owner | Custom Builder of Porches, Outdoor Kitchens & Arbors

($300 value) with
purchase of an
Outdoor Kitchen.
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WursTicket
Bring this coupon and get one FREE 
admission with one paid admission!

Valid Nov. 4-7, 2012
Kids 12 & under Free

Nov. 2-11, 2012 • New Braunfels, TX

It’s Oktoberfest, Texas style!

CNN Money’s  “Where the jobs are” 

TOP 

“Fort Bend County is to Houston what 
Orange County is to Los Angeles,” 

—Perri D’Armond,  
vice president of governmental 

relations for the GFBEDC
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Clinic
Continued from | 1

services.
As of 2008, the latest data available from the U.S. Census 

Bureau, about 91 percent of the veterans living the Katy 
ISD service area were men, and 38.8 percent served in the 
Vietnam War. 

Of the veterans, 64.6 percent were  between 35 and 64 
years of age. There were 318 people employed in the Armed 
Forces in the Katy area in 2011. That number is projected 
to go up to 437 by 2016, according to data received from 
the Katy Area Economic Development Council. The num-
ber of military personnel increased 189.9 percent from 
1990 to 2000. Another 37.5 percent increase is projected 
to take place between 2011 and 2016.

One of the VA’s goals has been to place health care ser-
vices close to where veterans live, Gruner said.

“When I got to Houston 10 years ago, the VA started 
forecasting where the population had been growing,” she 
said. “Fast-forward to today, and we have opened seven 
new outpatient clinics around the area. When we finish in 
2013, it will be nine.”

The others are located in Beaumont, Conroe, Galveston, 
Lake Jackson, Lufkin, Richmond, Texas City and Tomball, 
which will open in July.

The Katy clinic will be staffed according to population, 
Gruner said. Each doctor is on a team with support staff, 
nurses and social workers. Each of the teams will be able 
to handle a certain number of patients, from about 50 to 
60. However, if the clinic opens and 10,000 people, for 
example, come rather than the projected 5,000, the VA 
will shift the teams, she said.

Meeting the need
Gruner said she expects the clinic to serve 5,000 to 

8,000 veterans the first year. 
Luna said one key component of the Katy clinic is 

the telemedicine option, which gives primary care doc-
tors there the opportunity to confer with specialists at 
DeBakey Hospital. 

He expects more veterans to use that option for seeing 
specialists for follow-up appointments.

Find related stories at impactnews.com. Keyword Search

debakey Veteransor

VA benefits are available to:

•	Military, naval or air service personnel with 
honorable discharge or release

•	Reservists	or	National	Guard	members	called	
to active duty by a federal order 

•	Personnel discharged or separated for medi-
cal reasons, early out, hardship or disabilities 

•	Former prisoners of war or Purple Heart 
medal recipients

•	Recipients of VA pension or disability benefits 
or state Medicaid benefits 

For more information on eligibility, visit  
www.va.gov/healtheligibility

New VA Clinic in Katy
750 Westgreen Blvd., Katy, TX 77450
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Michael E. DeBakey VA Medical Center
2002 Holcombe Blvd., Houston 77030 
35 miles from Historic Downtown Katy

288

Houston

U.S. veterans living in the Katy area have always had to brave long waits and heavy 
traffic on Houston’s highways to reach the Michael E. DeBakey VA Medical Center. 
For many veterans, it was easier to live with what ails them rather than make the 
harrowing journey. All that will change in May when a VA clinic opens in Katy at 750 
Westgreen Blvd. It will serve more than 12,000 veterans in the region and is expected 
to serve 5,000 to 8,000 veterans in the first year.
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Closer medical access for Katy veterans

Get your

Free Credit
Score

& Complimentary Credit Report

From now until November 15, 2012, you can take advantage of 
this limited-time promotion. Knowing your credit score is key to 
understanding your entire fi nancial picture. Stop by your local 
store today and start a conversation with a Wells Fargo banker to 
get your personal access code.

This exclusive promotion for Wells Fargo customers provides 
unique benefi ts:
• Get your credit score for free (a $12 value)
• Evaluate specifi c factors that impact your credit score
• Access your full credit report at no charge
• Review your credit fi le and see if there are any errors
•  An optional, personalized one-on-one meeting with a banker 

to discuss your credit situation
For more information, visit wellsfargo.com/freecreditscore

736312_06343

 10x6.04

 4c

Only available in stores through November 15, 2012

* Wells Fargo may, at its own discretion, limit the number of unique codes and/or cancel the free credit score and complimentary credit report promotion at any time. Your credit report will 
look like what a lender would see if the lender obtained your credit report at the same time. Your version is formatted to be more easily understood. Your credit score could vary by lender 
depending on the type of scoring used. The credit score you receive in this promotion probably will not be the same as the score obtained by a lender and is for educational purposes only. 

© 2012 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Member FDIC. NMLSR ID 399801 (736312_06343)

736312_06343 10x6.04 4c.indd   1 9/18/12   10:40 AM

“The drive is a hassle, especially for those vets who can’t 
afford it,” Luna said. “The new clinic in Katy is going to 
help all of us to be able to go nearby for services.”
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She said loyal customers who have been 
with her from the start and the new ones 
who discover her store every day are the 
key to the success of the store.

“We couldn’t do it without them,”  
she said.

Deupree said Dore employs 30 people 
full-time, one of whom is his wife, Alicia, 
who was hired 22 years ago.

“You can’t touch the book knowledge 
and you can’t touch the passion for books 
we have here,” he said.

Deupree said the appeal of Katy Budget 
Books is the friendly atmosphere. He 
credits that to the example set by Dore.

“Tamra is extremely generous with 
employees and customers,” he said.

In addition to selling books, Katy 
Budget Books has frequent author sign-
ings, hosts children’s reading times, has 
special sales for teachers, emails regular 
newsletters, has a website and is active 
on social media online. 

Deupree said the staff is so dedicated 
to their craft that they can read their 
customers as well as the books they buy.

“They can tell from whom you read 
what your next favorite book will be,”  
he said.

Katy Budget Books
Great customer service creates customer loyalty

There may not be a million books 
inside the walls of Katy Budget 
Books, but there are at least that 

many stories to be told.
The hybrid new and used book store is 

celebrating its 29th year of feeding the 
habits of local bibliophiles.

“I come here once a week,” said Ted 
Guntle of Rosenberg, who was purchasing 
dozens of used books during the opening 
day of the store’s semi-annual sale.

Twice a year, once in the spring and 
again in the fall, the store clears out tens 
of thousands of books for $1 or less. 
Guntle, like thousands of others, hun-
grily hoard hardbacks and paperbacks 
during the 17-day reading frenzy.

“It’s the nicest bookstore I know of,” he 
said. “You can find what you want and if 
you can’t, they can order it for you.”

Customer service is the hallmark of 
the store that is managing to survive 
while scores of other mom-and-pop 
bookstores are succumbing to e-readers 
and online outlets.

“E-readers and digital content have had 
a significant impact on the book indus-
try,” manager Richard Deupree said.

The store is owned by Tamra Dore, 
who was a regular customer at a small 
bookstore that she eventually bought. 
After a couple of relocations in the same 
area around Fry and Saums roads, Dore 
had the current facility built, and it has 
been home for 12 years.

“We offer customer service and ser-
vices that you can’t get online,” she said.

BUSINESS

Katy Budget Books manager Richard Deupree holds a copy of Blue Heaven by writer, C.J. Cox, one of many 
authors who have held book signings at the bookstore.
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Katy Budget Books
2450 Fry Road
Houston • 281-578-7770
www.katybooks.com

Fry Rd.

Saums Rd.

By Joe Southern

www.firstvictoria.com 
facebook.com/FirstVictoria

2012

* PrimeVest Financial Services, Inc. and First Victoria Insurance Agency: Not 
insured by the FDIC • Not a deposit • Not insured by any federal government 
agency • Not guaranteed  by the bank • Subject to investment risks, including 
the possible loss of principal. Trust assets are not FDIC insured.

At First Victoria National Bank, 
we take pride in keeping pace with 
your needs with our “customer-first” 
attitude and local decision-making. 
And as the community continues 
to grow, that also means bringing 
you new and convenient locations, 
like the Spring Green Banking 
Center scheduled to open in mid-
November.

The newest banking center will feature full-service banking, 
three drive-thru lanes, a 24-hour Image Enabled Deposit 
Taking ATM and a Children’s Corner, as well as club-style 
business center amenities at our V-Source Center™. 
In addition, you’ll be able enjoy the 
convenience and more of the products 
and services you need, including 
personal and commercial lending, 
trust and asset management*, 
insurance and brokerage services.*

So, keep your calendars marked for 
our opening on November 13, 2012!

Introducing Our Newest  
First Victoria Banking Center In Katy 

Gilbert Limones    
Banking Center Manager  

Here  
We Grow  
Again!

Opening  nOvember 13th 9610 Spring GreenKaty, TX 800.242.3120
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November 8th, all day. From 5-8 p.m. wine & refreshments served.

DINING

Hasta la Pasta
Italian food served with a Southwestern kick

Do not be fooled by the name — there 
is a lot more than pasta at Hasta la Pasta 
Italian Grill.

“We’re heavy into grilled items,” co-
owner Alan Smith said. “It’s more than 
just a pasta place.”

The Italian restaurant is known for the 
Southwestern influence in its signature 
dishes. Its namesake entrée ($14) comes 
with grilled chicken, beef or sautéed 
shrimp tossed with roasted red, yellow 
and poblano peppers and jalapeño fettuc-
cine in a cilantro cream sauce.

The Katy restaurant, one of six owned 
by Jeff and Susan Smith and Jeff’s brother, 
Alan, has been a Katy staple for 11 years. 
Hasta la Pasta offers quality family dining 
and something for adults as well. The res-
taurant is open for lunch and dinner and 
offers dine-in, carry-out and catering.

“On the second and fourth weekends of 
every month we have live jazz in this room, 
which we call the cellar,” Jeff said.

The cellar is a side banquet room 
where adults without children are served, 
and many civic organizations like to 
hold their meetings. The restaurant was 
recently remodeled, giving it a contem-
porary Italian feel. The menu, which is 
about to be revamped in November with 
new dishes, features everything from 
traditional spaghetti and meatballs ($7) 
to pizza ($11), seafood ($17) and ulti-
mately the Filet Da Vinci ($27), a mas-
terpiece tenderloin cut served on sauteed 
spinach and generously covered with 

mushrooms, peppercorns and a brown 
sherry wine sauce.

“That [steak] I’d put up against any 
steak around,” Jeff Smith said.

Other house specialties include the 
Cannelloni Pepe ($12), the chicken or 
shrimp Penne Pesto ($14 or $16) or a 
chicken, shrimp or veal Picatta ($14-$17). 
Naturally, a fine Italian meal should be 
accompanied by good wine, of which 
there is a wide selection. Those with a 
taste for the Southwest may want a mar-
garita or a drink from the full bar. The 
restaurant’s house wine placed second 
this year in the wine competition at the 
Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo. 

Hasta la Pasta won the Grand Cham-
pion in 2010 and 2011 at the Houston 
Livestock Show and Rodeo’s Best Bites 
competition and took Reserve Grand 
Champion in this year’s Best Bites com-
petition.

Appetizer options include the spinach 
artichoke dip, bruschetta, calamari and 
the tortellini fritti. There are a number 
of dessert options and the pumpkin 
cheesecake is being featured in October 
and November.

Jeff said the restaurant tries to strike a 
balance between fine dining and afford-
ability. The Smiths are also supportive 
of their communities. Each year the six 
restaurants give out gift certificates to 
teachers and students.

“We do about $90,000 worth retail per 
restaurant per school district,” he said.

By Joe Southern

A large variety of wines and a full bar compliment 
the Italian fare.

Filet Da Vinci with potatoes and green beans is one 
of the premier dishes served at the three Hasta la 
Pasta restaurants.

Co-owner Jeff Smith and manager Josh Oberdove promise quality food and service.

Additional locations
Hasta la Pasta Atascosita
7681 FM 1960 E
Humble • 281-446-6414

Hasta la Pasta Champions
6915 Cypresswood Drive, Ste. A
Spring • 832-717-7676

Catering:
281-398-8300
www.hastalapasta.com

Owner recommendations
•	Hasta la Pasta—Grilled chicken, beef or 

sautéed shrimp tossed with roasted red, 
yellow and poblano peppers and jala-
peño fettuccine in cilantro cream sauce. 
($14–$16)

•	Cannelloni Pepe—Ancho chile marinated 
chicken with ricotta cheese, rolled into 
pasta and topped with poblano cream, 
bacon, cilantro and diced tomatoes. ($12)

•	Penne Pesto chicken or shrimp—Fresh 
basil walnut pesto with cheese, sun dried 
tomatoes, spinach and extra virgin olive 
oil, tossed with chicken or shrimp over 
penne pasta. ($14–$16)

•	Salmon Sicily—Grilled salmon, tomatoes 
and capers in a lemon dill sauce over 
angel hair pasta. ($18)

•	Filet da Vinci beef or pork—Tenderloin 
cut, served on sautéed spinach with 
mushrooms and peppercorns in brown 
sherry wine sauce. ($27 beef, $16 pork)

Hasta la Pasta Italian Grill
1450 W. Grand Parkway S. 
Katy • 281-392-0045
www.hastalapasta.com
Hours: Sun.–Thu., 11 a.m.–9 p.m.
Fri.–Sat., 11 a.m.-10 p.m.
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PEOPLE

Alton L. Frailey
Superintendent, Katy ISD

What challenges and opportunities need 
to be addressed before High School No. 
7 opens? How are they being handled by 
your office?

The biggest challenge right now is hir-
ing the principal. I’m in the process of 
reviewing applications for that. That is 
the most important job I hire for. There 
are many others that I hire for, but this 
is critical having the best person to lead 
the campus. Once that’s established I can 
almost get out of the way. 

We will have a principal identified 
within the next month or two, and 
they’ll come onboard in January or 
February and they’ll begin meeting with 
their staff and all of the things it takes to 
open up a new building.

What are the most pressing issues for the 
district right now?

Always managing the growth and 
maintaining delivery on the high 

expectations our community has for 
us. They have high expectations for us. 
Keeping each student feeling they’re 
more than just a number. Having each 
student really feel connected and impor-
tant to the school district. Having more 
and more of the community really see 
this as their school district. It’s getting 
folks to realize we’re not some distant 
entity like they read about in the news or 
hear about from other places that have 
some challenges. We have our share of 
challenges, but not like I’ve experienced 
in other places.

How can you as Superintendent help 
prepare students for college and careers 
after high school?

[We have] got to maintain quality staff. 
We have a tremendously talented team of 
teachers in the school district. We have 
to continue to talk with our business 
partners. We have to stay abreast of the 

research and current trends. We have to 
know how to prepare our students, one 
to go to work immediately if that’s what 
they so desire, but also help them have 
the capacity to retool should the career 
they begin in go away and they have to 
try something else. So we have to educate 
them to know certain things and to 
know how to learn.  

Another thing is higher ed. I think 
that partnerships with higher ed—we’re 
part of a couple collaboratives, pre-k/16 
initiatives—a higher ed task force that’s 
Katy specific, and then a pre-k/16 initia-
tive that’s more regionally involved. 
And just to make certain we are staying 
abreast of not only current trends in 
terms of the way things currently are, 
but also to anticipate what’s around the 
corner and to have our students well 
prepared to handle the here and now and 
what’s ahead of them.

What is your assessment of the effec-
tiveness of the STAAR test? Is it a good 
measure of student performance?

It offers a snapshot and it offers a 
partial picture. I’m not a person who’s 
opposed to accountability. I think 
accountability in Texas has helped a 
lot of students get a better education. I 
think it has helped us focus a lot more 
as well. That’s also a challenge because 
it causes us to focus too much on just 
that one test itself. But it is a measure, 
and I think it is part of the process and 
it may be taking up too much of the 
space in terms of educating children. I 
do appreciate the state raising the bar in 
terms of the complexity of the questions 
and the amount of thought that goes into 
it. That’s important. It is more rigor-
ous than TAKS without a doubt. It’s not 
enough just to say how rigorous it is, it’s 
how relevant is it and that becomes the 
question—how relevant is it?
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23803 Decker Prairie-Rosehill Road  •  281.259.8114 • www.springcreekgrowers.com

4th Generation Family Farm 
Celebrating our 20th Season!elll
thhth

Visit us online to reserve your space for
breakfast, a hayride & photo op with Santa!

Hurry...space is limited!

Best selection ever • All sizes available
Premium pre-cut Noble & Fraser Firs also available!

We hear you loud and clear.
Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local coupons. Available every day, where you live, work and play!

Compiled by Joe Southern
Born and raised on a farm outside Nacogdoches, Alton L. Frailey learned the value 

of hard work and the importance of a good education. 
Serving as superintendent for the Katy ISD since 2007, Frailey is responsible for the 

daily operations of the district’s campuses, students, employees and overall district 
success. He holds a Bachelor of Science degree in elementary education and a master’s 
in educational administration, both from Stephen F. Austin State University. 

Frailey started his career in 1983 as a teacher in Goose Creek ISD, where he eventu-
ally became an assistant principal. He then served a number of roles with increasing 
responsibility in Spring Branch ISD, including, assistant superintendent in 2002, area 
superintendent from 1999-2002 and executive director of governmental operations 
from 1997-1999.  

From 2002 to 2005, Frailey served as superintendent of Cincinnati Public Schools in 
Ohio. From there he became superintendent of DeSoto ISD, a suburban district in the 
Dallas-Fort Worth area, from 2005-2007.

Since Frailey joined the district, Katy ISD has grown from a TEA Academically 
Acceptable district in 2006-2007 to reaching Recognized status the next year, and 
maintaining it thereafter. During that time, the district added seven new schools and 
nearly 10,000 students. 

In 2010, Frailey led the district in a successful bond referendum that is adding five 
new campuses to rapidly growing areas in the district, including a seventh high school 
due to open next year. Additionally, Frailey has implemented a number of programs to 
better connect the district to students, staff and the community.
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By Joe Southern
When the Igloo Corporation was founded 

in 1947, it was a metalworking shop with two 
employees who made water containers for work-
ers in the Texas oilfields, construction sites and 
Gulf Coast fishermen.

Today, Igloo is known for its lines of durable, 
hard-sided and soft-sided coolers made of plastic 
and foam, all from a giant facility just west of 
Katy. The 775 full-time and 600 seasonal employ-
ees produce 17 million coolers a year inside the 
1.4 million square-foot building—the largest of 
its kind in the world. More than 500 product 
lines are produced, ranging from personal lunch 
totes and beverage coolers to giant, 250-quart 
cooler lockers used by offshore fishermen and big 
game hunters.

“You can fit a deer in there or a tuna or a large 
fish,” product manager Michelle Stone said.

Igloo’s iconic product is the yellow and red 
beverage cooler which is popular with blue collar 
workers and outdoor enthusiasts.

The company has been through multiple own-
erships in the last 65 years, including Coca-Cola 
at one point. In 2008, Igloo was purchased by 
J.H Whitney and Company, a private equity firm 
based in New Canaan, Conn. Since then, product 
offerings have increased into the soft-side cool-
ers, lunch boxes and even backpacks and tents.

Innovation and brand loyalty are hallmarks for 
the company, where many of its employees have 
worked for 20 to 30 years.

“Igloo is us,” senior distribution manager Car-
los Lopez said. “Igloo is the people inside it.”

Inside the walls of the giant facility are 49 
injection mold machines and 51 blow mold 
machines. Each part is manufactured, assembled 
and shipped from the site in Katy.

Chairman and CEO Gary A. Kiedaisch said 
Igloo is the most recognized brand in the cooler 
industry with a 45 percent market share.

“We’re in 90 percent of American households,” 
Kiedaisch said.

Editor’s note: An expanded version of this story 
can be found at impactnews.com.

MANUFACTURING

Igloo	President	and	CEO	Gary	A.	Kiedaisch	poses	with	Igloo’s	new	Yukon	line	of	cooler	products.

Workers assemble half-gallon Sport water coolers on one of the produc-
tion lines inside the Igloo facility.

The half-gallon Sport water coolers are now available with Chain Links 
hooks.

A worker boxes finished water coolers and prepares them for shipping. Packaged coolers sit on shelves to be distributed to outlets across the 
country and around the world.

A worker helps assemble two-gallon 
water coolers inside the Igloo manufac-
turing facility.
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Igloo 
Cooler company makes, 
distributes product here

Community Impact Newspaper is the fastest growing news organization in Texas (INC. Magazine 2010-2012)

Is working within your community what you’ve been searching for?

*Experience in sales, marketing or related field preferred.

Are “passionate” and “professional” words that describe you?

We’re looking to speak with you. Submit your resume to jobs@impactnews.com. 

www.impactnews.com

GENERAL MANAGER
Katy Edition
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Katy Area Artists
Group supports artists of all skills

After living in Katy for 18 years, 
Ana Villaronga-Roman has seen 
it grow, thrive and flourish. There 

was just one thing she felt was lacking.
“There weren’t many art events for adults 

in Katy that were fun,” she said. “There 
were lots of things for children, and I really 
enjoyed those things with my son. Then 
he grew up and I wondered what in the art 
world was left for me?”

Villaronga-Roman decided to find out 
by joining Katy Area Artists, a nonprofit 
group centered on teaching and mentoring 
adult artists through regular workshops, 
demonstrations, guest speakers, exhibi-
tions and competitions.

“It’s for anyone who wants to support the 
arts,” Villaronga-Roman said. “[It’s] not 
necessarily just for artists.”

Villaronga-Roman was so enthusiastic 
about KAA, she’s now in her second year 
as president.

Katy is experiencing an art explosion, 
she said, and KAA is part of it. Last year, 
Villaronga-Roman arranged more than 30 
KAA-related events around the city. The 
group was part of establishing FotoFest 
Katy in March, and it partnered with the 

NONPROFIT

Ana Villaronga-Roman, right, shares a moment with Karen Thompson at a recent opening.
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Katy Area Artists
515-A S. Fry Road, Ste. 252
Katy • 832-541-7981 
www.katyareaartists.org

Katy Jazz Festival to host an art show dur-
ing its event last April. KAA is a member 
of the Lone Star Art Guild and the Katy 
Cultural Arts Alliance.

“What I’m trying to do is make it so that 
we raise awareness of all Katy’s nonprofits 
that are related to the arts,” said Villar-
onga-Roman, who owns an eco-friendly 
greeting card company called Texas Big 
Skies and is an art consultant in Houston.

The organization’s 80-plus members 
are visual artists, said vice president Tom 
Haymes, including photographers, painters 
and sculptors. Haymes, a landscape/archi-
tectural photographer, said painters make 
up the majority of the group, representing 
slightly more realism than abstract.

“But it really doesn’t matter what kind of 
artist you are,” Haymes said. “Other artists 
have skills complementary to yours that 
you can learn from.”

Membership dues are $40 a year, but 
membership is not required to attend 
workshops or demonstrations, although 
there may be a small entry or supply fee.

Workshops are held at various venues 
around the city. Operating on a $3,000 
- $4,000 annual budget does not leave 

much room for establishing a permanent 
location, but Haymes said they recently 
partnered with Multiplicity, an art store 
and jewelry boutique, for workshop 
space. Member meetings are held the first 

Monday of every month at Babaloo Gal-
lery, located at 22756 Westheimer Parkway.

“We encourage anybody to visit,” 
Haymes said. “We invite people to stick 
their toes in the water.”

By Kimberly Morgan

Upcoming events

•	Nov. 7: The Katy Gong Show, benefiting the 
Katy Art Fund at Multiplicity,1306 Ave A 

•	Nov. 17: Speaker: Lynne Skoyles, “From Trav-
el to Award-Winning Work” at Grand Lakes 
Presbyterian Church (Peek and Fry roads)

10Fry Rd.

Kingsland Blvd.
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Katy railroad
The city saw first growth when early railroad 
companies came to town

Every city has to start some-
where, and although the 
Katy Gas Plant and Katy 

Rice Mill have rightly been 
credited as catalysts for the City 
of Katy’s growth, each share an 
essential common denominator: 
the railroad.

In 1873, the Western Narrow 
Gauge Railroad laid tracks from 
Houston to Sealy. In 1875, it 
was renamed the Texas Western 
Narrow Gauge Railroad and was 
the first railroad to operate in 
the area. It was later surpassed 
by the Missouri-Kansas-Texas 
Railroad which ran east-west 
through town. The MKT, dubbed 
the “Katy Railroad” by locals and 
officials, was completed in 1895, 
and a water well, tank and tower 
were erected in Cane Island.

In 1898 a railroad station depot 
was built, and the train began 
bringing families to Katy from 
northern states. With the surge 

HISTORY

By Carrie Thornton

A Missouri-Kansas-Texas Railroad train, pictured in 1930, operated in Katy from 1898, when the depot was built, until 2000.
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of incoming residents, the MKT 
hired real estate agents to entice 
individuals to stay and live in the 
area, and Katy began to grow.

“It was how Katy got its start. 
Before the railroad came there 
was nothing else,” said Mark 
Bing, a local railroad enthusiast.

Three principle products 
became the staple cargo on the 
MKT, Bing said. Petroleum, rice 
and livestock were transported 
from Katy to surrounding areas 
and occasionally the one passen-
ger car toted residents as well.

Families coming to Katy could 
fill a boxcar with their posses-
sions, and one person could ride 
along to monitor their belong-
ings. The train was an important 
part of life for Katy’s earliest 
residents as it brought news and 
mail, and people would come 
to the depot to visit and social-
ize as well as to send or receive 
telegrams.

The railroad played a key role 
in the success of the gas plant 
when demand for its products 
skyrocketed before pipelines 
were installed in the years prior 
to and during WWII.

The MKT Railroad prospered 
into the 1950s and offered pas-
senger service up until 1957. 
Bing said when the train still 
operated during his childhood, 
he remembers watching chickens 

and other animals transported to 
town on railroad cars.

In early December 1989, the 
MKT was formally merged 
into the Union Pacific Railroad 
system. The Texas Department 
of Transportation bought the old 
MKT right-of-way from Union 
Pacific in 1998 and the line was 
closed from Katy to Houston 
in 2000. Although there is still 
rail service in Katy serving local 

industry, the tracks end at the 
east side of town at Katy Fort 
Bend County Road.

In 2005, the MKT Depot and 
caboose were moved once again 
to build Railroad Park down-
town. Today the lines still carry 
goods for various companies, 
and the depot has been revital-
ized as a place for residents to 
gather once again to remember 
their city’s origins.

impactnews.com
Check out the all-new

Plus, it’s never been easier to stay connected and share the news with your social network. 

   Easily browse or search news 
articles from your community or 
across the state.

   Stay informed with daily, online-
exclusive community news and 
information.

   Learn about upcoming events 
with the community calendar.

   Make your voice heard by 
commenting on articles or 
participating in online polls.

Cosmetic and Restorative Dentistry

• ZOOM! Teeth whitening in 1 hour
• Invisalign ($100 OFF)
• Implants 
• Veneers & Bonding
• Relaxing Gas

Oral Surgeon & Periodontist on sta� 

• In-house payment plans and Senior 

discounts available 

• Texas CHIP 

Program & 

Medicaid accepted 

• Se Habla Español

Initial Exam, 
Bitewing, X-Rays & 
Routine Cleaning 

$95 Adult/$85 Child
Unless gum disease is present. 
Not valid with any other of-
fers. Exp. 11/20/12

$50 OFF
Restorative

Dentistry
Treatment must exceed $200. Not 

valid with any other o� ers. 
Exp. 11/20/12

New Patient Special 
ZOOM! Whitening $349

With custom take-home trays & a 
touch-up supply of bleach. With com-
pleted dental treatment. Treatment 

must exceed $200. Not valid 
with any other o� ers. Exp. 
11/20/12

NOW with TWO LOCATIONS
TO SERVE KATY

3616 N. Fry Road
Suite 230
Katy, Texas 77449
281-398-6006

20680 Westheimer
Pkwy, Suite 50
Katy, Texas 77450
281-398-3636
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Impacts

Now Open
Northwest Houston 
Cy-Fair Medical Center 
Hospital opened its second 
emergency and imaging 
center at 7015 Barker Cypress 
Road in late September.  
The facility provides  
24-hour emergency care  
and diagnostic imaging 
services. 281-949-3600, 
www.cyfairerandurgentcare.com
 
Bonefish Grill opened its 
second Houston location Oct. 
15 in the Willowbrook area at 
7877 Willow Chase Blvd. The 
restaurant offers grilled fish, 
chicken, pork chops. crab 
cakes, steak, Kobe beef and 
more. 281-807-3892,  
www.bonefishgrill.com

Yummy Mpanadas opened in 
late September at 12925 FM 
1960 W. The restaurant offers 
dozens of empanadas recipes, 
ranging from meat to dairy 
to veggie. The business also 
serves breakfast and provides 
catering and delivery 
services. 281-469-8669, 
www.yummympanadas.com

Tomball Owner Dana Kelly, 
who also co-owns D&K 
Photography, opened The 
Empty Glass Wine Bar and 
Tasting Room on Sept. 15 at 
104 Market St., Tomball, in one 
of the remodeled barns next 
to Nonnie’s Soda Fountain. 
The bar features 80 wines with 
Texan, German, Californian 
and Australian choices as well 
as wine tasting events. Kelly 
plans to host live music nights 
on the patio. 832-698-4722,  
www.theemptyglass.com 

Coming Soon
The Woodlands True 
Religion is targeting an 
early 2013 opening at The 
Woodlands Mall, 1201 
Lake Woodlands Drive. An 
international lifestyle brand, 
the retailer is famous for its 
American-made denim for 
men, women and children. 
True Religion collections 
also feature knit and woven 
sportswear, accessories and 
fragrance. The store will be 
located on the lower level, in 
the space previously occupied 
by the Sony store. www.true 
religionsbrandjeans.com

 
Northwest Houston Every 
fall, almost 500,000 visitors—
some even dressed up in medi-
eval garb—come to a 50-acre 
site northwest of Houston to 
be immersed in the culture of 
centuries past.  

The Texas Renaissance 

 
Tomball Every fall, almost 
500,000 visitors—some even 
dressed up in medieval garb—
come to a 50-acre site northwest 
of Houston to be immersed in 
the culture of centuries past.  

The Texas Renaissance Fes-
tival opened its doors for the 

National standard for public schools continues to increase

MUDs could help with funding 
street improvement projects 
improve mobility 

Texas Renaissance Festival North End Village Bistro

Top story

Top story

Seasonal dining

REGIONAL —Abridged stories from our other Northwest Houston, Tomball/Magnolia and The Woodlands editions

 
Northwest Houston Unincorporated Harris 
County residents receive water and sewer ser-
vices through hundreds of municipal utility dis-
tricts, but future legislation could allow MUDs 
to also pay for road improvement projects. 

Some MUDs in newer communities already 
have the authority to complete road infrastructure 
improvements, but older MUDs do not, making it 
hard for older areas to compete with new home-
buyers. 

“A lot of the subdivisions along FM 1960 
anticipated when they were built that they 
would be annexed,” Harris County Judge 
Ed Emmett said. “Over the years it hasn’t 
occurred, and in the meantime, a lot of those 
streets have begun to fall into disrepair.”
Full story by Marie Leonard
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Festival opened its doors for 
the 38th year the first weekend 
of October, and visitors can 
find anything from the favored 
turkey leg to costume contests 
to jousting during a typical 
weekend. 
Full story by Marie Leonard

38th year the first weekend of 
October, and visitors can find 
anything from the favored 
turkey leg to costume contests 
to jousting during a typical 
weekend. 
Full story by Shawn Arrajj

Texas Renaissance Festival Inc
21778 Farm-To-Market Road 1774, 
Todd Mission, TX
(936) 894-2670 

North End Village Bistro
24179 Hwy. 249, Ste. G
Tomball • 281-516-3330
www.letseat.at/249bistro
Tue.–Fri. 11 a.m.–9 p.m., Sat. 
12–9 p.m., Closed Sun., Mon.

mathematics standard-
ized tests by 2014. This 
means steep increases in 
standards—results for 
2011-12 were last released 
in August—for the next 
two years, according to 
the TEA.

“Generally speaking, 
we’d like to see a mixture 
of a top–down and bot-
tom–up accountability 
system,” said James Gol-
san, education policy ana-
lyst for the Texas Public 
Policy Foundation. “We 
understand there is a need 
for strong accountability 
in this state, and we have 

that would provide more 
flexibility.”

The accountability 

system takes several indi-
cators into consideration.
Full story by John Rigg

Northwest Houston A 
record number of school 
districts in Texas—includ-
ing Cy-Fair ISD—fell 
short of the minimum 
accountability require-
ments for the 2011-12 
school year because of 
increasingly stringent 
state and federal educa-
tion standards, according 
to the Texas Education 
Agency. 

Under the No Child 
Left Behind Act, federal 
accountability requires 
public schools to rise 
to a passing rate of 100 
percent on reading and 

that in place. It is a pretty 
rigid system right now, 
and we support anything 

Adequate Yearly Progress Federal minimum requirements

Source: Texas Education Agency
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Municipal utility districts in Harris County may have the authority—which would need to be granted by the 
legislature—in coming years to fund street improvement projects to upgrade neighborhood roads.

FM
 1486

FM
 1774

FM 1488

Riley Rd.

Finke Rd.      

249

Northpointe Blvd. 
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Franz Rd.

Franz Rd.

Fawn Lake

REAL ESTATE

Fawnlake
Katy – 77493

Build-out year: 2010

Square footage: 1,747–4,608

Home values: $134,349–$230,499

Number of homes: 101

HOA dues(est.): $550/yr.

Nearby attactions: Katy City Park, Mary Jo 
Peckham Park, City of Katy Dog Park

Property taxes:

City of Katy 0.5937200 
Harris County 0.3911700 
Harris County Dpt. Education 0.0065810 
Harris County Flood Control 0.0280900 
Harris County Hospital Dist. 0.1921600 
Katy ISD 1.5266000 
Port of Houston Authority 0.0185600 
 
Total (per $100 value)                       2.756881 
 
Schools: 
Katy Elementary School 
5726 George Bush Avenue, 281-237-6550

Katy Junior High School 
5350 Franz Road, 281-237-6800

Katy High School  
6331 Highway Boulevard, 281-237-7000

2418 Deerfield Drive $184,000
4 Bedroom/ 2 Bath  2,338 sq. ft.
Agent: Charly Alksne,
Keller Williams Realty - Katy 281-220-2100

2426 Fawnlake Circle $214,900
4 Bedroom / 2 Bath 2,464 sq. ft.
Agent: Matt Dietz, 
Sugarland Homes 281-635-6081

2413 Buckskin Lane $234,900
3 Bedroom / 2 Bath 2,996 sq. ft.
Agent: Dan Hofer, 
RE/MAX Grand 281-994-5700

6211 South Fawnlake Drive $175,000
3 Bedroom / 2 Bath 2,664 sq. ft.
Agent: Timothy Sojka, 
Keller Williams Realty - Katy  281-220-2100

Data compiled by 
Mark Dimas

The Professional Group Realty
281-861-6199

www.markdimas.com

No. of homes 
for sale

No. of homes 
under contract

Avg. days on 
the market

7 1 97

No. of homes sold 
in the last year

Square footage
Low/High

Selling price
Low/High

13 1,809/3,109 $130,000/$243,900

On the market  (As of September 30, 2012)

Featured homesOverview*

Home sales  (October 1, 2011–September 30, 2012)

Market Data Katy
On the market  (September 1–30)

Price Range

Number of homes for sale/Average days on the market for the last 6 months

77094 77449 77450 77493 77494

Less than $149,999 — 202/113 21/95 21/89 4/123

$150,000–$199,999 — 58/144 18/64 23/99 51/93

$200,000–$299,999 5/75 2/81 37/80 18/147 148/86

$300,000–$399,999 1/77 — 8/90 4/188 115/95

$400,000–$499,999 3/132 — 8/73 4/134 44/86

$500,000–$599,999 — — 4/131 — 24/108

$600,000–$799,999 3/219 — 1/116 1/47 16/120

$800,000–$999,999 1/165 — 5/92 2/114 7/81

$1 million + 2/159 — 3/80 1/308 3/96

Monthly home sales

Month

Number of homes sold/Average Price

77094 77449 77450 77493 77494

Sep. 2011 17/$378,661 102/$99,678 80/$217,478 28/$169,616 140/$294,690

Sep. 2012 11/$377,490 119/$107,774 87/$221,439 22/$180,154 162/$304,954

Aug. 2012 13/$493,269 126/$110,024 119/$232,080 32/$163,684 258/$295,834 

July 2012 25/$336,217 110/$106,886 140/$251,378 37/$205,942 262/$297,060

June 2012 14/$382,064 119/$107,926 112/$253,298 32/$186,262 230/$316,939

May 2012 15/$375,943 109/$102,055 88/$232,388 28/$166,113 207/$326,613

April 2012 21/$386,739 114/$108,284 87/$239,679 21/$127,804 201/$286,612

Mar. 2012 10/$378,090 119/$105,540 81/$230,282 27/$155,035 165/$280,191

Feb. 2012 12/$438,192 91/$96,949 55/$187,693 21/$133,360 149/$288,907

we specialize in mortgages that fit your lifestyle

EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY

  832-220-1480  832-865-6065
 tami@cntmtg.com  www.cntmtg.com

25250 Northwest Freeway Ste. 260, Cypress, TX 77429

1/2 OFF 
PROCESSING FEE

Tami LaCoe Channel
President
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