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Downtown West facilities would centralize, consolidate municipal office space 
Civic center plan to go before council
By Beth Wade

This fall Georgetown officials 
hope to move forward with plans 
to create a municipal center that 
would consolidate city depart-
ments currently spread throughout 
the downtown area and the city. 

The development, known as 

Downtown West, would be located 
just west of the Square and uti-
lize city-owned buildings near the 
Georgetown Public Library, which 
is located at 402 W. Eighth St.

At its June 9 meeting City 
Council approved a contract with 
Lawrence Group Architects for 

architecture and engineering ser-
vices related to the Downtown 
West plan, and in July and August 
the city hosted two public meet-
ings to gather input on building 
functions and design, Deputy City 
Manager Laurie Brewer said.

See Downtown West | 35

Proposal includes funding for new 
campuses, districtwide upgrades

GISD trustees call  
November election 
for $160.6M bond

The proposed Downtown West plan could relocate City Hall to the former library at 808 Martin Luther King Jr. St. if approved by City Council. 
The move would also consolidate city offices at the new civic center, which was originally proposed in the 2003 Downtown Master Plan.

By Caitlin Perrone
When Georgetown ISD voters head to the polls 

Nov. 3, they will decide whether to fund school 
improvements, infrastructure projects and plans for 
future growth, all of which GISD officials deem as 
immediate needs.

On Aug. 17 the GISD board of trustees unani-
mously called for a $160.6 million bond election in 
one proposition that would pay for new campuses, 
update school safety and security, and plan for 
increasing numbers of students.

The board called for the election after hearing the 
recommendation of a citizens advisory committee, 
which had spent the past six months evaluating the 
district’s current facilities, educational programs and 
student enrollment trends before making a recom-
mendation to the board of trustees. Superintendent 
Fred Brent said the plan would address safety con-
cerns, increase school capacity and create equity 
among campuses. 

“The board expressed its appreciation for a fis-
cally responsible bond package that addresses both 
[enrollment] growth and facility needs to secure the 
instructional future of all of our students,” he said. 

The bond package has 12 projects, including $14.8 
million to turn Williams Elementary School into an 
administrative building, $26.1 million in renovations 
to Tippet Middle School, $27 million to complete a 
fourth middle school and $31.4 million to replace 
Purl Elementary School. 

See Bond | 21
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COMMUNITY FEEDBACK
TAKE THE POLL

LAST MONTH’S POLL RESULTS

What part of the Downtown West 
civic center plan would you like to 
see developed?

  Take the poll at communityimpact.com/geo-poll.

How have you taken steps to keep 
your home or business safe from fire 
or flooding?

  66.7%                                           I have not taken steps to 

keep my home or business safe from fires or floods.

  33.3%                                   Firewise landscaping 

  0%  Emergency planning or training

  0%  Home improvements

Results from an unscientific Web survey collected 8/13/15-9/1/15

In last month’s issue we wrote about the county’s hazard 
mitigation plan update and what residents can do to 
prevent disasters, such as flooding and fires.

FROM THE GENERAL MANAGER

I love local. And I 
would venture to guess 
that you love local, too.

In addition to bringing 
you in-depth news each 
month on topics that 
affect your daily life, we 
also bring you profiles on 
locally owned businesses 
and restaurants. Perhaps 
these stories remind you 
to revisit a favorite spot 
or introduce you to one 

of Georgetown’s newest gems. Whatever the case, it feels 
great to support neighbors and build community. 

Community Impact Newspaper hopes to help new and 
longtime community members live like locals through 
our “I Love Local” campaign. Starting this month, you 
may notice stickers in the entryways of area businesses. 

When you do, I hope you smile and share the love.
It reminds me of what brought me to Community 

Impact Newspaper after years in higher education. And 
this month I’m proud to help founders/owners John 
and Jennifer Garrett celebrate the newspaper’s 10th 
anniversary. It all started in their hometown of Pfluger-
ville, delivering local news to the residents of Pfluger-
ville and Round Rock. Today we deliver hyperlocal 
news monthly to nearly 1.5 million addresses in 20 
markets throughout Texas. We may be growing, but we 
haven’t forgotten what started it all. 

I’d love to hear how Community Impact Newspaper 
has contributed to living your life local. And if you’re a 
business owner in need of an “I Love Local” sticker, send 
me an email. I would love to bring one by your business.

Melinda Brasher 
GENERAL MANAGER 

mbrasher@communityimpact.com

2015 Correction: Volume 8, Issue 12
Any Season RV & Boat Storage of Georgetown, located at 35105 Ronald 

Reagan Blvd., was incorrectly mapped in the Impacts on Page 4.

On Page 15, Bob Brent, a member of the Georgetown ISD citizen’s advisory 

committee, was incorrectly identified as Bob French.
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4  German certified master 
goldsmith Thomas Anselment opened 
Atelier Thomas Anselment in June 
in the Two Rivers shopping center, 
103 N. Austin Ave., Ste. 210. The 
jeweler uses Old World goldsmithing 
techniques to combine 18-karat gold 
with gemstones to make original 
designs. 512-688-5204.  
www.thomasanselment.com

5  Georgetown resident Steve Elliott 
opened the AgileCraft headquarters in 
the Two Rivers shopping center at 103 
N. Austin Ave., Ste. 405, in August. The 
software startup has been in existence 
since 2013 and combines business 
and software development into one 
intuitive platform. 844-AC-AGILE.  
www.agilecraft.com 

A new branch of Friendship Force 
recently launched in Georgetown. The 
nonprofit allows members to travel 
and meet new people through home-
stay exchanges with other countries. 
President Bettie Clapper said the 
group hopes to partner with another 
country sometime next year. Interested 
individuals can attend one of the group’s 
monthly meetings. The next meetings 
are Sept. 11 and Oct. 10. 254-495-3100

Coming Soon

6  Steve Ferguson expects to open 
Scrubby’s Car and Dog Wash in mid-
September. The self-serve car and dog 
wash is located at 303 Thousand Oaks 
and features six wash bays, including 
one dedicated to dogs, as well as three 
vacuum bays. 

7  GREX is expected to complete 
construction on a new headquarters 
at 111 Cooperative Way, Ste. 400, by 
the end of this year. The company 
broke ground on the building earlier 
this summer. The 15,000-square-foot 

Now Open

1  Panera Bread opened its location 
at 1050 W. University Ave. on Aug. 21. 
The restaurant serves soups, salads, 
sandwiches and items from its bakery. 
The location also features a drive-thru. 
512-869-3271. www.panerabread.com

2  First American Title is celebrating 
the reopening of its Georgetown office, 
1015 W. University Ave., Ste. 507, with 
a grand re-opening open house and 
ribbon-cutting event Sept. 15 from  
4-7 p.m. The event will feature live 
music and door prizes. 512-942-6556.  
www.firstam.com/title/tx/austin

3  After 10 years as Friendly 
Computers, owner Bill Schubert ended 
his franchise agreement and opened 
Friendly Connections IT on Aug. 13 
at 4134 Williams Drive. The business 
offers residential technical support and 
commercial technical support for small- 
and medium-sized businesses.  
512-931-4134. www.fcofg.com

IMPACTS
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Wildwood Dr.

Dr. Craig P. Torres D.D.S., Endodontist
Board Certified
(COL US Army Dental Corps RET)

• Non-surgical root canal therapy
• Root canal retreatments
• Root canal surgery

Call for an appointment 512-868-5999

Advanced Technology
CEREC (one day all ceramic crowns)
Endodontic Microscopes
Digital radiography/photography
Oral/nitrous sedation
www.Torres-Dental-Specialties.com

Dr. Gloria T. Torres D.D.S., Prosthodontist
(LTC US Army Dental Corps RET)

• Restorative Dentistry
• Cosmetic Dentistry
• Full mouth reconstruction 

(severe wear/malocclusions)
• Complex esthetic and functional cases
• Dental implants
• Dentures / partial dentures

48 Years Combined Experience
(Retired Army Dentists)

4402 Williams Drive, Suite 104 • Georgetown, TX • Hours M-F 8-5 • Most insurance accepted

4 5

10



Georgetown Edition • September 2015 5

Compiled by Caitlin Perrone and Beth Wade 
News or questions about Georgetown? 

Email us at geonews@communityimpact.com.building will accommodate the growing 
company, which develops technology 
for track inspection and material 
handling for railroads. 512-869-1542.  
www.georgetownrail.com 

Relocations

8  Century 21 Hellmann Stribling is 
moving from its current location at 101 
River Hills Drive to a new space on the 
Square at 801 S. Main St. by  
Oct. 1. The new location has been 
under construction for the past six 
months. 512-863-0021.  
www.century21.com 

New Management
9  On June 1, GTU Jet, formerly the 

Georgetown Jet Center, opened under 
new management at the Georgetown 
Municipal Airport, 160 Terminal 
Drive. The business provides support 
services, aircraft storage and office 
space to aviation operators.  
512-869-0900. www.gtujet.com 

Anniversaries

10  The Jazzercise Georgetown 

Fitness Center celebrated one year 
of business Aug. 23 and is hosting 
an anniversary party Sept. 13 at 
its location at 71 Wildwood Drive, 
Ste. 207. The center offers 31 classes 
per week including core, dance and 
strength training, and caters to all 
fitness levels. 512-818-2512.  
www.jazzercise.com

11  La Bella Casa opened its doors 
Sept. 5 last year and is hosting a first 
anniversary celebration with a ribbon 
cutting Sept. 17 at noon. The shop is 
located on the Square at 108 W. Eighth 
St. and sells seasonal and year-round 
home decor. 512-943-4528.  
www.facebook.com/
labellacasageorgetown

12  The Georgetown Behavioral 
Health Institute is celebrating its 
first anniversary in September. The 
acute-care psychiatric hospital offers 
comprehensive mental health care 
programs and services for teens, 
adults and the elderly. The institute 
is located 3101 S. Austin Ave. and 
partners with The Jason Foundation to 
prevent youth suicide. 512-819-1100.  
www.georgetownbehavioral.com 

The national Stephen Ministries 
program is celebrating its 40th 
anniversary in 2015. The program trains 
individuals to help serve others in one-
on-one settings during times of crisis, 
such as the death of a loved one and 
financial difficulties. Eight churches in 
Georgetown, including Christ Lutheran 
Church, Faith Lutheran Church, First 
Baptist Church, First Presbyterian 
Church, First United Methodist Church, 
San Gabriel Presbyterian Church, 
St. John’s United Methodist Church 
and The Worship Place, offer Stephen 
Ministries services to people outside of 
their congregations. Grace Episcopal 
Church offers the program for members 
of its congregation. Recruiting for new 
Stephen Ministers begins in September. 
www.stephenministries.org

Expansions
13  Dr. Nate Bogadane joined Allen 
Chiropractic Neurology, 105 Golden 
Oaks Drive, in July. The chiropractor 
specializes in migraines, vertigo, child 
development, sports performance and 
injuries, and is now accepting new 
patients. 512-863-2225.  
www.drjuliaallen.com

Software startup AgileCraft opened at 103 N. 
Austin Ave., Ste. 405, in August.
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GTU Jet opened June 1 under new manage-
ment at the Georgetown Municipal Airport.

9

Dr. Travis Hildebrand • Dr. Kenny Havard • Dr. Steve Wood
4507 Williams Drive • Georgetown 78633 • 512.869.4100 • GtownKids.com

YOU FALL FESTIVAL
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 22ND • 4:00PM-7:00PM
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FREE FOOD CATERED BY
HAT CREEK BURGER COMPANY • BONZO CRUNCH THE CLOWN: 

entertainment, magic, and balloon sculptures

• GIANT HAMSTER BALLS

• KONA ICE

• MR. THRILL DJ

• DOOR PRIZES

• FACE PAINTING

MR. THRILL DJMR. THRILL DJ

FACE PAINTING

MR. THRILL DJMR. THRILL DJ

FACE PAINTINGFACE PAINTINGFACE PAINTING

ARE 
INVITED
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Lyft Aerial
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Lyft Aerial
Drone company deploys skills in the air

W hat started as a way to 
help differentiate himself 
as a real estate agent in 

2013 quickly launched into a full-
time business for Chris Bonnet, a 
partner in Lyft Aerial. 

“I heard about the drones, and I 
decided to purchase [a drone] to help 
me market this 5-acre property,” he 
said. “One thing led to another, and 
instead of getting 99 “Nos” in real 
estate for every one “Yes,” other real 
estate agents started calling me.”

When the requests became too 
much for Bonnet to handle on his 
own he asked two of his childhood 
friends—Kevin Whatley and Joshua 
Barnett—to join the business.

“The first year was a learning expe-
rience, and now ... we have our foot 
on the pedal,” Bonnet said. 

Together the three friends, who 
grew up in Granger and now operate 
their business out of Bonnet’s home in 
Georgetown, helped Lyft Aerial take 
off, and the trio has been producing 
videos and photography ever since.

“We specialize in doing low-altitude 
drone footage,” Barnett said, adding 
that the company’s main line of work 
is producing marketing videos. 

The company’s primary clients are 
in the real estate industry; however, 
when the phone rings with a job 
request, Bonnet said he never knows 
who is going to be on the other end.

“Our clients really surprise us a lot 
of times when they call us and tell us 
what they want to use the drones for,” 
Bonnet said. “A lot of times clients 
and companies call us and tell us, 
‘We want to incorporate drones into 

what we are doing so we can have 
a better product on our end.’ The 
drones are able to help them do that.”

The trio has worked in locations 
throughout Texas with clients in the 
construction industry as well as work-
ing in industrial inspections, archae-
ological and environmental research, 
loss prevention, security and events. 

“Just when we think we know all 
the possibilities we can do with this 
[company], [the clients] give us some-
thing new,” Whatley said.

In June, Lyft Aerial received a Sec-
tion 333 Exemption from the Federal 
Aviation Administration, which 
allows unmanned aircraft to perform 
commercial operations. 

Barnett said he believes there 
should be more regulations for 
commercial drone businesses to 
help make sure drone operators are 
competent fliers.

“We think that once everything is 
regulated … only legitimate people will 
be able to [get into the industry],” Bar-
nett said. “I think that’s what we need. 
… I think the Section 333 Exemption 
has been a tremendously successful way 
of weeding out these people who aren’t 
very serious about it.” 

Barnett said along with his business 
partners, he is excited to see what the 
future of their business and the indus-
try will be.

“We’re having a lot of fun. … I 
don’t know where all of this is going 
to take us, but I definitely foresee 
some interesting adventures on the 
horizon for us,” he said. “I think it 
will be a unique experience trying to 
educate [people].”

BUSINESS FEATURE

512-522-3951
www.lyftaerial.com
Twitter: @lyftaerial

By Beth Wade

1  From left: Chris Bonnet, Joshua 
Barnett and Kevin Whatley snap a selfie 
using a drone.

2  The Lyft Aerial business partners 
pose to take a photo with their drone.

3  Lyft Aerial drone cameras capture 
the Pennybacker Bridge in Austin. 

4  The Square in Georgetown 
photographed by a Lyft Aerial drone.

Film festival 
Lyft Aerial partners Joshua Barnett, 
Chris Bonnet and Kevin Whatley used 
footage they captured from throughout 
Texas and produced a short film titled 
“Texas, An Assortment of Beauty.” The 
nearly three-minute film is a finalist in the 
InterDrone Film Festival in Las Vegas, 
which runs Sept. 9-11, Bonnet said. To 
see the film, visit www.youtube.com/
watch?v=pilbkrz5b0c.

1

2 3

4
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Visit your local McLane Children’s clinic for your 
child’s annual preventive exam. If it’s been more 
than a year since your child’s last visit, schedule 
a check up today with your child’s pediatrician to 
get his or her school physical. 

These quick and easy examinations help ensure 
your child is healthy and physically prepared  
for school. 

Find a clinic near you at swchildrens.org

Or call us at 512-509-KIDS to make an appointment  
or to find a provider near you.

Photography may include models or actors and may not represent actual patients. Physicians are employees of Scott & White Clinics, 
an affiliate of Baylor Scott & White Health. ©2015 Baylor Scott & White Health. SWMCLANE_63_2015_KD

IT’S ALMOST  
TIME TO GO BACK 

TO SCHOOL!
Prepare your child for the new school  

year with a preventive check up.

I t’s been 10 years since we began this journey in the game room of  our home. 
People ask us all the time now how we started and why we started this newspaper. 
Truth is, there is no way we could have ever imagined back then we would be all 
over Texas and have 150 amazing employees making our original mission happen.

We say "original" because although we didn't start with the official mission statement 
we have today, we still valued the same mission from day one: We believe that everyone 
deserves to know what is happening in their own backyards, and we believe that people 
love local businesses and want to know more about them.

So from September 2005 until today, we have been covering city council meetings, finding 
new businesses to tell you about, helping businesses with advertising and doing it together 
as a staff  filled with passion.

Although we are not sure what the next 10 years will bring, our desire is to be able to 
continue to grow our company. This month we take a much-needed pause to say thank 
you. Thank you to our loyal readers, our amazing advertisers, our incredible staff  (past and 
present), and our families who have supported us through the years. We are also thankful 
to God—who through the good, bad and ugly—reminds us through His faithfulness that 
we matter, and the people around us matter to Him.

Thank you for welcoming us into your home. We hope that our work is a blessing to you 
and the communities we serve.

john & jennifer garrett
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Mexicano Grill and Bar
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Co-manager Lorenzo Moralez has been with 
Mexicano Grill and Bar for nearly 10 years.
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Mexicano Grill and Bar
Family restaurant keeps with tradition

M exicano Grill and Bar 
in Georgetown has been 
open for nearly two years, 

though the recipes for its classic Mex-
ican dishes are closer to 35 years old. 

In 1997 Orlando Leon, his 14 
brothers and his father, launched the 
first restaurant focused on family 
tradition and experience. 

“We all started in one little restau-
rant in Houston,” Leon said. “We all 
wanted a restaurant for the whole 
family in one place.”

Leon and his brothers began 
expanding the restaurant by opening 
locations in multiple Texas cities, 
including Temple, Belton, Killeen  
and Jarrell. 

The restaurants serve homemade 
recipes that were created by Leon’s 
uncle and mother. The dishes are also 
served at the Georgetown location, 
which opened Oct. 21, 2013.

Maria Touar and Lorenzo Moralez 
run the Georgetown bar and grill, 
and worked at other Mexicano 
Grill locations for close to 10 years. 
Moralez grew up with Leon and his 
brothers in a city outside of Juarez, 
Mexico, and worked at the Temple 
location. Touar worked as a waitress 
and bartender at the Jarrell restau-
rant. Both were offered co-manager 
positions at the Georgetown location. 

The two split the responsibilities, 
so Touar manages the front of the 
restaurant, and Moralez serves as the 
head chef. 

 “He knows everything in the 
kitchen,” Touar said.

One of the most popular dishes 
is the Fajitas a la Diabla ($12.99), a 

combination of beef and shrimp faji-
tas grilled with bell peppers and driz-
zled in diabla sauce. Touar said the 
restaurant also gets many orders for 
the Super Molcajete ($16.99), a com-
bination of shrimp, beef and chicken 
fajitas with grilled cactus, onions and 
bell peppers. The dish is topped with 
Monterrey Jack cheese and is served 
with green or red sauce. 

“A lot of Hispanic people come for 
that plate; they serve it in a bowl, so 
it’s kind of different,” she said. “A lot 
of Hispanics and Latinos like it spicy, 
so they love this plate.”

Touar said the majority of the dishes 
are classic Mexican, though Mexicano 
Grill does offer some Tex-Mex meals, 
such as the Enchiladas Rojas. 

The most popular appetizer is 
Guacamole Live! ($6.99), a custom-
izable bowl of guacamole made by 
the waiter or waitress at the table. 
Customers are able to add ingredients 
such as tomatoes, onions, jalapenos, 
cilantro, lime, salt and pepper to 
crushed avocado, Touar said. 

Mexicano Grill also serves break-
fast daily beginning at 6 a.m. and 
features a full bar. The bar offers 
various Mexican beers, and one of 
the top-selling drinks is the Mangor-
ita, a margarita with Grand Marnier 
tequila and fresh mango blended with 
spicy chili, Touar said. 

Mexicano’s happy hour runs 
Mon.-Fri. from 3-7 p.m. with differ-
ent drink specials nearly every day, 
Touar said. 

She said the restaurant could 
expand the bar area by adding tall 
tables sometime in September.  

DINNING FEATURE

603 W. University Ave. 
512-688-5388
Hours: Sun.-Thu. 6 a.m.-10 p.m.,  
Fri.-Sat. 6 a.m.-11 p.m.

Homemade recipes 
Mexicano Grill and Bar features Mexican 
food and Tex-Mex dishes that have been 
in the Leon family for nearly 35 years, 
co-manager Lorenzo Moralez said.

Most popular dishes: 
• The Fajitas a la Diabla ($12.99) is a 

combination of beef and shrimp fajitas 
grilled with bell peppers and drizzled in 
diabla sauce

• The Super Molcajete ($16.99) is a combi-
nation of shrimp, beef and chicken fajitas 
with grilled cactus, onions and bell pep-
pers topped with Monterrey Jack cheese 
and served with green or red sauce. 

• The Enchiladas Rojas ($7.99) is served 
with three chicken, cheese or beef en-
chiladas that are topped with Mexican 
gravy and melted cheddar cheese. 

A waitress prepares a bowl of Guacamole Live! at a table at Mexicano Grill and Bar.

The Super Molcajete is served in a bowl.

Co-manager Maria Touar says the Mangorita 
is one of the most popular drinks.

By Caitlin Perrone

DQ and the ellipse shaped logo are trademarks of Am. D.Q. Corp., Mpls. MN ®Reg. U.S. Pat. & TM Off. Tx. D.Q. 
Op. Coun., © 2015. © 2015 Great Lakes Dairy Queen Owners Marketing Group, L.L.C., All Rights Reserved.

®
PLUS TAX

4 crunchy chicken strips, golden fries, Texas toast,
DQ® country gravy, and a drink. Just $6 bucks for a limited time!

Start making a difference! 
Faith in Action Georgetown
512-868-9544 • www.faithinactiongt.org

You’re Invited to Join the 
Driving Force
Faith in Action Georgetown is seeking 
individuals to join our “Driving Force.”

Keep your senior neighbors healthy and 
independent by providing much needed 

services in Georgetown.

Schedules are 
fl exible! Sign up to 

drive as frequently as 
you want and when 
you are available.

29



Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com10

NOW TAKING RESERVATIONS 
for Spring 2016

It’s your time to take a well deserved break from the worries and expense 
of home and yard maintenance, repairs, property taxes, home insurance, 
utilities, security costs, fitness club fees, groceries, local travel and more.

Let Skye take care of these details – While you enjoy the retirement lifestyle 
you have earned.

We’d love to hear from you!

11350 Old 2243 West, Leander, TX 78641

www.SkyeLiving.com

DIRECTIONS:

From Killeen: 
US 183 South 
Bear right on 183 South from 183 A 
Right on Old FM 2243 W 
Continue on 2243 
Approx 1 mile to the left

From Austin: 
US 183A Toll Rd North 
Exit FM 2243 (left turn) 
Right on 183 
Left on Old 2243 West 
Approx 1 mile to the left
_______________________________
PHONE:  512.591.5121
711 - Texas Relay Service for hearing impared (Free Service)

183 

W Broade St

Hero Way

Old FM 2243

Elevate Your Expectations

Expe c t i onal  Independan t  Re t i r emen t  Liv ing

11350 OLD 2243 WEST 

LEANDER, TX 78641 

512.591.5121

WWW.SKYELIVING.COM

NOW TAKING RESERVATIONS 
OPENING SPRING 2016

TIME TO 
DISCOVER

GOURMET CHEF 
PREPARED MEALS

CONCIERGE & LIMO 
SERVICE

HOUSEKEEPING & 
LINEN SERVICE

RESORT STYLE AMENITIES
PAID UTILITIES & CABLE

MAINTENANCE FREE 
LIFESTYLE

Nestled just north of Austin, 
in beautiful Leander, Texas, 

Skye Senior Living is the 
epitome of luxury living.  

Our open and sophisticated 
resort-style accommodations, 

upscale amenities and 
gourmet dining experience 

allow you to indulge 
in the life you’ve 

always dreamed of. 

Whether you prefer to 
pursue your lifelong 

passion or indulge in new 
activities, our exclusive 
senior living community 
is the perfect retreat to 
explore new adventures 

with great friends.

PURSUE YOUR PASSIONS

FirstTexasBank.net

Georgetown
900 S. Austin Ave.
512-863-2567

Georgetown
5321 Williams Dr.
512-869-8910

Pflugerville
1600 West Pecan
512-251-7889

Cedar Park
1901 Bagdad Rd.
512-259-2443

Round Rock
500 Round Rock Ave.
512-255-2501

Brushy Creek
7509 O’Connor Dr.
512-246-6010

Sun City
480 Del Webb Blvd.
512-864-0379

Liberty Hill
721 Highway 183
512-778-5757

Why First Texas Bank?
“I bank with First 

Texas Bank because 
they make me feel 

like more than just a 
customer - they make 
me feel like family.”

Matt Harper, owner of 
Silverado Ventures LLC, 
with his First Texas Bank 

partner: Lee Loeffler

www.georgetownmedical.com
 512-763-4000

2243
35
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SE Inner Loop Dr.

ADULT, PEDIATRIC AND OBSTETRIC CARE

MEET
OUR
TEAM!

GROWING HEALTHY FAMILIES IN OUR COMMUNITY FOR OVER 60 YEARS!

Wendi Kleppinger 
PA-C

Samantha Graef 
PA-C

Florence Spitler 
DO

TEAM!
Wendi Kleppinger Elise Mason

FNP-C

MONDAY – FRIDAY
7:30 A.M. – 4:30 P.M.

SAME-DAY APPOINTMENTS
Call 512-763-4000
FOR YOUR 
APPOINTMENT TODAY

Florence Spitler 
DO

Daniel Voss 
MD

Greg Willis 
MD

Kay In 
MD

Meet Genevieve Poston, PA-C
Genevieve Poston graduated with 

high honors from The University of 

Texas at Austin with a Bachelor of 

Science Degree in Biochemistry.

She then attended the University of 

Texas Medical Branch at Galveston 

where she received her Master’s 

Degree in Physician Assistant 

Studies. She is nationally certified 

through the National Commission 

on Certification of Physician 

Assistants (NCCPA), and is licensed to practice medicine in the 

state of Texas through the Texas Medical Board.

Genevieve holds professional memberships with the American 

Academy of Physician Assistants (AAPA) and the Texas 

Academy of Physician Assistants (TAPA). She is also an active 

member of the Central Texas Physician Assistant Society and a 

member of the Phi Beta Kappa honor society.

Genevieve chose to pursue the Physician Assistant profession 

because she believes it adequately combines her passion for 

science and inquiry with her compassion for the people around 

her. Her goal as a provider is to provide optimum health care 

and help her patients live their lives to the fullest. She is drawn 

to the field of Family Medicine because she enjoys the challenge 

of investigating and diagnosing a variety of disorders, while 

maintaining a close relationship with her patients.

In her free time, Genevieve enjoys spending time with her 

family and friends in her hometown of Austin, TX. She also 

loves cooking, traveling, participating in Zumba exercise 

classes, and playing with her dog named Klaus. Having a 

healthy and balanced lifestyle is important to her, and she hopes 

to pass this along to her patients in the future!

Genevieve Poston 
PA-C 

Thomas Bohmfalk 
MD

3201 S. Austin Ave. Suite 210 Georgetown, TX

NOW 
AVAILABLE!
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Project description Estimated timeline

The closure of the West Majestic Oaks Lane connection to Sun City was 
approved by City Council in April. The connection will be closed after the 
construction on Rocky Hollow Creek Drive and the county’s realignment of the 
CR 245 and Williams Drive intersection have been completed. The connection 
will remain closed for 60-90 days to allow traffic flows to adjust to the new 
route, and then the roadway will be reopened and traffic will be reanalyzed, 
Georgetown Transportation Services Director Ed Polasek said.

Late September- 
late fall
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Street improvements

Other transportation projects

1   Second Street rehabilitation 
The city of Georgetown is making 
improvements to Second Street 
from Austin Avenue to College 
Street. In fall 2014 the city 
completed work to widen the 

Second and Austin intersection. 
Crews are finishing utility 
construction for the project, which is 
expected to be completed in March. 
The project is a part of the city’s 
overall street maintenance program.

Timeline: July 2015-March 2016 
Cost: $1.9 million 
Funding sources: city of 
Georgetown

2   CR 245 and Williams Drive 
intersection realignment 
Williamson County broke ground in April on 
a project to realign the intersection of CR 
245 and Williams Drive with the intersection 
of Gabriel Woods Drive and Williams. The 

project will also add a left-turn lane from 
CR 245 onto Williams. The roadway was 
closed Aug. 17 to complete construction 
and is expected to reopen Sept. 25. 
A detour route along Ronald Reagan 
Boulevard has been established.

Timeline: April-late September 
Cost: $550,000 
Funding sources: Williamson County 
road bond

3   Snead Drive widening 
The city is widening Snead Drive to a 
four-lane undivided roadway from SE 
Inner Loop to Airborn Circle to provide 
infrastructure for ongoing economic 
development in the area. Joe Bland 
Construction LP began construction 
in August.

Timeline: August 2015-summer 2016 
Cost: $1.8 million 
Funding sources: city of 
Georgetown

4   I-35 frontage roads 
Construction to add northbound I-35 
frontage road lanes between Hwy. 
29 and SE Inner Loop continues. The 

project will also add a southbound-
to-northbound turnaround bridge at 
Leander Road and four noncontiguous 
sidewalks from SE Inner Loop to 
Westinghouse Road. Crews closed 
lanes in late July to continue 
construction on the turnaround bridge 
at Leander. The contractor closed 
lanes on the new frontage road in late 
August to complete the final paving. 
The entrance ramp from the frontage 
road to I-35 just south of Blue Springs 
Boulevard was permanently closed 
Aug. 10. All traffic entering the highway 
will use the new ramp located north 
of Gateway Street or use the entrance 
ramp north of SE Inner Loop.

Timeline: February 2013-late 
September 2015 
Cost: $19.3 million 
Funding sources: Williamson County 
road bond with a pass-through financing 
agreement with the Texas Department of 
Transportation

Roadway resurfacing 
Construction crews spent most of 
August and early September resurfacing 
roadways throughout Georgetown, 
including Williams Drive and streets 
in the San Gabriel Heights and Katy 
Crossing neighborhoods as well as areas 
south of University Avenue, and the River 
Bend and Country Club neighborhoods. 
Repaving is weather-dependent. 

Timeline: August-early September 
Cost: $1.7 million 
Funding sources: city of Georgetown

TRANSPORTATION UPDATES
Major projects in the area

News or questions about these or 
other local transportation projects? 
Email us at geonews@communityimpact.com.Compiled by Beth Wade
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2015 Forester 2.5i 
CVT with Allow Pkg  

$229mo. 
$1,999 Due at Signing

2015.5 S60 T5 
Drive-E Premier FWD
$289mo. for 36 mos.

Roger Beasley Volvo of georgetown volvogeorgetown.com

With approved credit. Dealer contribution may a� ect � nal negotiated price. 42 mo lease, $1999 total due at inception, no sec. dep. required, 42 monthly pymts of $229, � nal pymt / residual = $14,150. 
Based on 10k mi. / yr with $.15 per mi. excess charge. MSRP $25,268. Stk# Z12093

No security deposit required. Monthly payment of $289, based on $38,600 MSRP of 2015.5 S60 T5 Drive-E FWD Premier with Heated Seats and Metallic Paint, includes destination charge and application of $1,250 Volvo Allow-
ance and $1,500 Lease Bonus. Lessee is responsible for excess wear and mileage over 10,000 miles/year at $0.25 / mile.  Take new retail delivery from dealer stock between August 1, 2015 and August 31, 2015. Car shown with 

optional equipment. Advertised lease payment and � nancing excludes taxes, title, and regis. fees and is available for quali� ed customers based on FICO score through Volvo Car Financial Services.

Subaru of georgetown subarugeorgetown.com

Roger Beasley Volvo of Georgetown 7501 South IH 35 • Georgetown • (888) 523-1363
Roger Beasley Volvo of Austin 6375 East Highway 290 • Austin • (888) 543-7193 Subaru of Georgetown • 7501 S IH 35 • Georgetown • (888) 694-7819

Drive-E Premier FWD
for 36 mos.

volvogeorgetown.com

With approved credit. Dealer contribution may a� ect � nal negotiated price. 42 mo lease, $1999 total due at inception, no sec. dep. required, 42 monthly pymts of $229, � nal pymt / residual = $14,150. 
No security deposit required. Monthly payment of $289, based on $38,600 MSRP of 2015.5 S60 T5 Drive-E FWD Premier with Heated Seats and Metallic Paint, includes destination charge and application of $1,250 Volvo Allow-
ance and $1,500 Lease Bonus. Lessee is responsible for excess wear and mileage over 10,000 miles/year at $0.25 / mile.  Take new retail delivery from dealer stock between August 1, 2015 and August 31, 2015. Car shown with 

Roger Beasley Volvo of Georgetown 7501 South IH 35 • Georgetown • (888) 523-1363
Roger Beasley Volvo of Austin 6375 East Highway 290 • Austin • (888) 543-7193

0.9% APR Financing Avail WAC for 48 months!

$3,179 Due at Signing
First month’s payment plus up to 5 years full coverage, including wear & tear. 
Up to $32,750 in Allowances

Snead Rd.
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County approves $267M budget
Funds to pay for new positions, raises and paying off debt

By Caitlin Perrone
Though Williamson County com-

missioners are expected to lower the 
county’s property tax rate for fiscal 
year 2015-16, county homeowners will 
likely see an increase on their prop-
erty tax bills to pay for a $267 million 
budget that includes salary increases 
and additional personnel.

Commissioners Court approved the 
budget Sept. 1. It includes a $158.7 mil-
lion general fund, which funds capital 
projects, personnel costs, and basic 
operations and maintenance, as well as 
a $27.4 million road and bridge fund 
and an $81.1 million debt services fund. 

Budget discussions initially began 
in the spring, and at the time Com-
missioners Court told County Budget 
Officer Ashlie Koenig the top pri-
orities would be information and 
technology needs, infrastructure 
and facility maintenance, and paying 
down debt, she said. 

“I felt like we brought in a very 
conservative budget to the court so that 
they would have some room to go back 
and allocate [funds] toward paying 
down debt,” Koenig said.  

The commissioners pushed to adopt 
a tax rate lower than the current rate 
of $0.486529, and Commissioner Val-
erie Covey proposed plans that would 
lower the tax rate by a quarter or half 
cent and set aside $10 million to help 
pay off debt.

“I don’t want to get off track from 
that, because [paying off debt] is 
something that we can do,” she said. 

Despite the likely drop in the tax 
rate, Larry Gaddes, the chief deputy 
of the county Tax Assessor and Col-
lector’s Office, said most homeowners 

are going to still see an increase on 
their tax bill because of increasing  
property values. The average home 
value in Williamson County 
increased nearly $23,000, or more 
than 11 percent, from last year.  

As of press time Sept. 4, the com-
missioners were expected to approve a 
property tax rate of $0.481529 per $100 
valuation, which would be a half-cent 
decrease from the current tax rate, at 
the court’s Sept. 8 meeting. Accord-
ing to the county’s budget office, the 
average homeowner’s tax bill would be 
$103.77 more than last year. 

Resident David Oberg asked the 
court Sept. 1 to lower the rate to a 
level that would bring in the same 
amount as last year’s collections. 

“I think there’s few who could take 
the time off to be here in court to 
speak, so I hope I’m speaking for a lot 
of people,” he said. “I think I’m paying 
my fair share, and then some.” 

The budget includes $2.2 million 
for 33 new positions and $1.7 million 
for a 3 percent merit pay increase for 
county employees. 

Koenig received more than 100 
requests for new full-time positions 
for the new fiscal year, she said, and 
many of those requests were consid-
ered as individual line items. 

In initial budget discussions, the 
commissioners set aside $593,082 to 
reclassify job descriptions and salaries 
because of the change in job duties 
throughout the years, though indi-
vidual departments requested more 
adjustments for individual positions. 

Commissioners also approved $31,855 
to replace 23 chairs for 911 operators. 
Emergency Services Director John Sneed 

said he purchased new chairs costing 
between $700 and $900 two years ago 
when the department was set to move to 
a new building, though the chairs have 
not served the operators well.

“You get what you pay for, and I 
tried to buy a cheaper chair and it’s 
not working out,” he said. “At the 
request of my staff, I think this is an 
important thing. Deputies drive cars; 
dispatchers drive chairs.” 

Commissioners Covey, Lisa Birk-
man and Cynthia Long said they 
wanted to wait until a September 
ergonomics study determines which 

improvements to make to improve the 
emergency services workplace envi-
ronment. County Judge Dan Gattis 
continued to push to fund the chairs 
by finding money in various other 
departments. 

After more than an hour of debate 
commissioners agreed to take $32,000 
out of the professional services fund 
for the equipment.

The commissioners also decided to 
allocate $10.8 million from the general 
fund and cash reserves to pay down debt. 

The budget for the 2015-16 fiscal 
year goes into effect Oct. 1.

COUNTY FINANCE
Williamson County  
FY 2015-16 budget

$158,714,746.10

$81,129,416
$27,357,306

General fund

Debt  
services fund

Road and bridge fund

$330,010 
Conservation

 $6,961,397 
Finance

$8,669,369 

Health and  
Welfare

 $8,778,729 

Public 
Facilities

 $10,160,118
Legal

 $12,500,622 
Judicial

 $23,763,967.10 

General  
Administration

The county’s $267 million budget includes more 
than $10 million to pay down debt as well as 
salary increases and additional personnel. Although 
commissioners expected to lower the tax rate by a half 
cent, the average homeowner will likely still pay more 
in taxes. 

Source: Williamson County/Community Impact 
Newspaper$267,201,468.10

TOTAL

Average tax bill
CURRENT  PROPERTY TAX RATE:  

$0.486529 per $100 valuation
PROPOSED RATE:  

$0.481529 per $100 valuation

2014 average homestead taxable value:

$208,806

2015 average homestead taxable value:

$232,525

increase in average homestead value:
$23,719, or 11.4 percent

With half cent decrease: average tax bill 
will be $1,119.68, or $103.77 more than 

last year

3101 S Austin Ave.  |  Georgetown, TX  |  512-819-1100
24 Hours, 7 Days a Week  |  www.georgetownbehavioral.com

With YOU in mind
We are celebrating our one-year anniversary with 

the Jason Foundation for schools, teachers, coaches, 
& parents to kick o�  suicide prevention awareness 

before the start of the new school year. 

How are we di� erent?
We have the only 

geriatric psychiatric unit in 
Williamson county

We o� er adolescent-only units

We o� er detox 
services for all ages

We have an acute adult 
unit that takes care of 

the more aggressive 
psychiatric adult patient

We o� er 24/7 admissions 
with a RN in the intake 
department

During the school year we 
o� er a weekly parent support 
group & have professionals 
available to the community 
should there be psychiatric 
crisis in the ISD etc.

All of our clinical programming 
is research-based

 $87,550,534 

Public 
Safety

Budget expenses 
by division
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Official: City’s proposed budget 
increases due to capital projects 
Average property tax bills expected to grow by $92.14 

By Beth Wade
Georgetown homeowners could see 

an increase on their property tax bills 
in 2016. 

City Council approved the first 
reading of the city’s fiscal year 2015-16 
budget and property tax rate during 
its Aug. 25 meeting, and as of press 
time council was expected to approve 
the final reading Sept. 8. 

Council members voted to keep the 
proposed rate at $0.434 cents per $100 
property valuation for FY 2015-16—the 
same rate that was set for FY 2014-15.

Although the rate is the same as 
the previous fiscal year’s rate, the rate 
is higher than the effective rate of 
$0.41715 per $100 property valuation, 
Chief Financial Officer Micki Rundell 
said. The effective rate is the rate that 
would generate the same amount of 
money as the previous fiscal year.

With the average home value 
increasing 10.3 percent from $223,822 
in 2014 to $246,986 in 2015 the aver-
age tax bill is expected to increase by 
$92.14, Rundell said. 

City Manager David Morgan had 
presented a tax rate of $0.44195, which 
would have increased the average tax 
bill by $110.81, he said.

Council Member Tommy Gonzalez 
made a motion to use nearly $300,000 
from City Council’s special reserve 
fund to keep the tax rate at its current 
level, which the council approved. 
The reserve fund is about $515,000 of 
projected excess funds from the FY 
2014-15 budget, Morgan said.

The city’s total assessed value 
increased 11.2 percent to $5.9 billion 

compared with 2014, Rundell said. 
The increase includes $203 million in 
new and annexed property. 

Homeowners age 65 and older qual-
ify for a property tax exemption that 
caps their property values. The number 
of properties that qualify for the exemp-
tion rose to 33.3 percent, she said.

Property taxes account for 22.3 per-
cent of the city’s proposed $53.7 million 
general fund budget, which serves as the 
city’s operating budget, Rundell said.

The city’s total budget is $282.8 mil-
lion, which is an increase of about 23 
percent compared with FY 2014-15.

The proposed FY 2015-16 budget 
includes several new full- and part-
time positions as well as a master plan 
for the Georgetown Animal Shelter, 
and a citizens and employee survey, 
she said. The budget also includes 
funding for the new city-operated 
emergency medical services program.

Georgetown resident Terry Putnam 
spoke against the increased budget 
during the Aug. 11 public hearing. 

“The budget has increased 60 per-
cent in the last four years. … That’s 
mind-boggling,” he said. 

Putnam argued the city’s budget 
should follow the same policy as the 
state of Texas policy, which says the 
budget should not grow more than the 
population plus inflation.

Rundell said some of the increases to 
the budget include the issuance of $11.7 
million in bonds for the first phase of 
the road bond approved by voters in 
May, which will fund the construction 
of the Southwest Bypass and the Wolf 
Ranch Parkway extension as well as 

the first phase of San Gabriel Park 
improvements. Another $10 million is 
expected to be issued in May to com-
plete the funding for the road projects. 

“Most of the increase is in capital 
improvement projects, including the 
Downtown West [civic center] and 
the Austin Avenue bridges,” Rundell 
said. “Contingency reserves have also 
increased to $22 million because the 
budget has increased.”

Morgan said the budget helps 
fund projects related to the city’s 
growth. The U.S. Census Bureau 
named Georgetown the second-fastest 

growing city with a population of 
50,000 or more in the United States in 
May. Morgan said about 11.4 people 
a day moved to Georgetown between 
July 2013 and July 2014. 

“This budget was developed in the 
context that we have a lot of work in 
progress over the next few years,” Mor-
gan told the council. “We also recog-
nized that we have significant impacts 
that have to be considered as a part of 
this budget, [including] managing the 
growth impacts we are experiencing 
in Georgetown and plan to experience 
over the next several years.”

CITY FINANCE

Georgetown’s proposed $282.8 million fiscal year 2015-16 budget 
includes about $73 million in capital improvement projects, which city 
Chief Financial Officer Micki Rundell said accounts for most of the 23 
percent increase compared with last year’s budget. Projects include 
the first phase of the 2015 road bond.

Proposed Georgetown FY 2015-16 
budget expenses by division

TOTAL
$282,815,124

$72,906,484

$16,331,552

$55,789,533

$14,778,161

$34,000,000

$9,765,277

Capital improvements

Finance & administration

$13,079,631Fire services

Georgetown Utility Systems

$13,432,759Interfund transfers

Management services
$14,319,849Police services

Purchased power

Transportation

$21,533,021Debt payments $16,396,057

Downtown &  
community services

$482,800Debt issuance costs

Source: city of Georgetown/
Community Impact Newspaper

Williamson County  
FY 2015-16 budget

Support a 100%
SMOKE-FREE
Community
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1401 Medical Parkway, Bldg. B, Suite 300     Cedar Park, TX 78613

512.260.5860     www.lonestardermatology.com

Aubrey Chad Hartmann, MD
Board Certified Dermatologist

Joshua Embry, PA-C
Physician Assistant

Laura Lester, MD
Board Certified Dermatologist

Jessica Scruggs Dorsey, MD
Board Certifi ed Dermatologist/Mohs Surgeon

Kelly Webb, PA-C
Physician Assistant

Shelby Oliver, LA
Licensed Aesthetician/Certifi ed Laser Technician

Specialized Skin Care 
for the Entire Family

Trust the care of your skin 
to the providers at 

Lone Star Dermatology. 

Combining specialized training 
with advanced treatments to care 

for you and your family. 

From skin cancer prevention, 
detection and treatment to the 

latest advances in acne, eczema, 
psoriasis and skin surgery, 
Lone Star Dermatology is 

here to serve you.

FACT:

A four-year-old may ask 
constant “why” questions 
to understand the world.

PRIMROSE WAY:

And why shouldn’t he?

CALL FOR YOUR TOUR TODAY! 
Primrose School of Georgetown
2205 Wolf Ranch Pkwy, Georgetown, TX 78628
512.868.4000 | PrimroseGeorgetown.com

Each Primrose school is a privately owned and operated franchise. Primrose Schools® and The Leader in Early Education and 
CareSM are registered trademarks and service marks of Primrose School Franchising Company. ©2015 Primrose School Franchis-
ing Company. All rights reserved. See primroseschools.com for ‘fact’ source and curriculum detail.
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New children’s theater in the works 
The Palace Theatre raising funds to build separate facility
By Caitlin Perrone 

Upon the completion of The 
Palace Theatre’s Education Center, 
the Georgetown theater will have 
expanded into its fifth building in the 
historic downtown area. 

The theater launched a $2.5 million 
Envision campaign in July to build 
a new children’s education center at 
Second and Rock streets. The Palace 
Theatre owns three buildings in the 
downtown area—the main Palace 
building at 810 S. Austin Ave., the Tin 
Barn on Ninth Street and the education 
center on Eighth Street—and this sum-
mer rented 817 S. Austin Ave. to serve 
as the practice and performance space 
for 7- to 9-year-old children, Executive 
Director Marissa Austin said.

Austin said she has served as execu-
tive director at The Palace Theatre for 
the past 2 1/2 years and said during 
that time she has seen the different 
programs experience exponential 
growth. According to the theater, 208 
students were enrolled in workshop 
classes in 2012, and by 2015 the num-
ber had increased to 590. 

“We have just been exploding out of 
the seams, particularly with our chil-
dren’s programs,” Austin said. “So we’ve 
been looking at it strategically. How can 
we grow and support future growth? 
Because obviously Williamson County 
itself is growing, and we will have more 
and more children coming in.”

Austin said the theater began 
looking for a location to build a new 
education center and performance 
space when Georgetown businessman 
and landowner Sam Pfiester came 
forward and offered land in the down-
town area. 

“[My wife] Rebecca and I have been 

long-time supporters of The Palace,” 
Pfiester wrote in an email. “Their 
children’s program is so successful 
that the existing facilities are unable 
to accommodate their needs, so we 
offered a 10,000-square-foot tract to 
help with their capital campaign to 
build a new children’s theater.” 

The donated land is within a flood 
plain, so the education center is 
designed to be elevated, which is bene-
ficial for the theater, Austin said. 

“That actually gives us additional 
space. We’ll have room underneath 
the building for outdoor classroom 
space or receptions,” she said. “We’ll 
have lots of possibilities, kind of like 
a park-like setting underneath the 
building.”

The facility will include a 200-seat 
theater, a lobby, green rooms and 
dressing rooms, a dance and vocal 
studio, classrooms, offices, craft rooms 
and space for storage. The different 
areas are meant to be multifunctional, 
Austin said, so the space can adapt to 
serve future growth in the theater’s 
educational programs. 

Carl Illig and his wife are involved 
with main stage productions at The 
Palace Theatre, and his daughter has 
also been involved in children’s pro-
grams. In an email, he said the expan-
sion will serve more children and offer 
a wider selection of programs, many 
of which have been a huge benefit to 
his daughter.  

“I’ve watched her and many other 
children grow in the two years that 
we have been involved in the theater. 
What I see happening is the children 
are gaining confidence,” he said. 
“Their self-perceptions are improving, 

they are learning responsibility and 
teamwork, but most importantly they 
are having fun.”

An anonymous donor also pledged 
$1 million for the project, though 
The Palace Theatre must match that 
amount with $1 million in gifts and 
pledges by Oct. 1, Austin said. The 
Envision campaign has raised nearly 
$500,000 as of Sept. 4, she said.  

“We’re inching up on the halfway 

mark [of the $1 million]; we just need 
some more donors to help us get the 
rest of the way there,” Austin said. 

If the theater raises $1 million by 
Oct. 1 to get the $1 million match, 
organizers will need to raise an addi-
tional $500,000 to complete the Envi-
sion campaign. Austin said The Palace 
Theatre has more time to raise that 
amount. The building is tentatively 
scheduled to open in late 2017.  

ENTERTAINMENT

Palace Children’s Theatre
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Proposed Palace Children’s Theatre 

The new theater would serve as an 
education center and performance space.

The Palace Theatre uses four spaces 
near the Square for various purposes, 

including classes and workshops, 
performances and storage.

The Palace Theatre
The Palace Education and  
Performance Center
Tin Barn Annex
The Palace PLAYHOUSE

Existing Palace Theatre sites

Source: The Palace Theatre/Community Impact Newspaper

Chef’s City is your one stop 
shop for restaurant equipment 

and supplies. Catering to 
restaurants and at-home chefs 

alike with a wide variety of 
quality tools. Stop by today and 

enhance your kitchen. 

Pick up your tools of the trade now!

SAVINGS AWAIT

2400 S. INTERSTATE 35 SUITE 180  •  ROUND ROCK, TX 78681
512-271-6691  •  HOURS: MON- FRI 9 AM - 6 PM, SAT: 10 AM -3PM

It's Time to Tailgate!
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FREE EVENT!

Thursday, Oct. 8 
5-8 p.m.

Georgetown Community Center,
San Gabriel Park

-Tastings from local restaurants   
-Live music   

-Halloween costume contest

For details, call the Chamber of Commerce (512) 930-3535 or go to:

www.GeorgetownChamber.org/Schmooza-Palooza

Where local lives.

Instantly connect 
to news in your 
neighborhood.

Using geolocation, 
communityimpact.com 
identifies the news, 
businesses, events and 
deals nearest to you. 

Scroll through the latest 
stories and discover  
local shops and services  
in your area. 

LOG IN TO
LOCAL

We would like to take the opportunity to show our gratitude to all who serve our community. In 
appreciation of your continuous efforts, hard work, and dedication to our community, Highland 

Homes is offering First Responders, Teachers, Medical Professionals, Armed Forces and 
Law Enforcement members a special home-buying opportunity.

HOMETOWN HEROES

Oaks at San Gabriel
A nature lover’s paradise
Homes starting from $300s

  (512) 688-5047
  dsimonovic@hhomesltd.com

Santa Rita Ranch
Master planned, Hill Country style
Homes starting from $300s

  (512) 688-5120
  dsimonovic@hhomesltd.com

E X P LO R E  T WO 
G R E AT  G E O R G E TOW N 
C O M M U N I T I E S
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Lone Star Builder | 5 Star Quality
www.highlandhomes.com

We would like to take the opportunity to show our gratitude to all who serve our community. In 
appreciation of your continuous efforts, hard work, and dedication to our community, Highland 

HOME

,
Towards the Purchase

 

of

Your New

 

Highland

Home!
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Regional SWAT team formed
POLICE

Some emergency situations in which 
the regional SWAT team may be 
necessary include:

• Hostage 
• Barricaded person 
• High-risk warrant service 
• Search and rescue
• Personal protection of people who have 

specific threats against them

By Lyndsey Taylor 
Police departments in Cedar Park, 

Leander and Georgetown are partner-
ing to form a Central Texas Regional 
SWAT team for certain types of emer-
gencies. 

City councils in Cedar Park and Lean-
der approved the formation of the team 
in early spring and Georgetown City 
Council gave approval July 28. CTRS 
can now be called to a scene if specific 
criteria are met to be called out to a 
scene, Georgetown Police Department 
Lt. Kelly DeVoll said. Because the police 
departments in Cedar Park, Leander 
and Georgetown are smaller, combining 
resources would allow officers to be bet-
ter prepared for emergencies, he said. 

“All three of our agencies have strug-
gled throughout the years in fielding 
some sort of tactical capability,” DeVoll 
said. “We just don’t have the manpower 
[and] … fiscal resources to put all the 
equipment that needs to be out there.” 

The CTRS team can be called upon 
to deal with certain types of emer-
gencies if necessary. The formation of 

CTRS does not initially require addi-
tional funding from any cities, DeVoll 
said, and SWAT operations are paid for 
by the police departments’ budgets for 
tactical operations. 

The selection process for choosing 
tactical operators and commanders for 
the team began last fall, DeVoll said, 
and training as a team began in April. 
Each training session focuses on a 
specific area, such as door breaching, 
firearms use, repelling, first aid and 
medical skills, negotiation tactics, and 
tracking for search and rescue. The 
team is trained to deal with ending sit-
uations peacefully and not unnecessar-
ily using their weapons, DeVoll said. 

“We are not militarizing the police 
forces,” he said. “We are putting very 
skilled, highly trained police officers 
into situations so that they can be 
resolved peacefully.”

Chanse Thomas, a lieutenant with 
the Cedar Park Police Department, 
said the public often misunderstands 
how many officers it takes to handle an 
emergency situation. 

“I think [the public] sees eight guys 
that have all of their gear on, and they 
say, ‘Oh that’s plenty.’ But that’s really 
not reality,” he said. “We had a situation 
at Walnut Creek where there was an 
armed suicidal person who was shoot-
ing at officers, and you found out very 
quickly you don’t have enough people 
on scene to handle that appropriately.”

CTRS has already worked on a few 
incidents including a search-and-res-
cue in Georgetown in which officers 
located a lost woman who has Alzhei-
mer’s disease. 

“All three agencies have seen dra-
matic benefits from the SWAT [part-
nership],” DeVoll said.

Leander Police Department Lt. Der-
ral Partin, who is part of the team, said 
CTRS is a “regional asset” to William-
son and Travis counties.

“It’s better to have a capable and 
proficient SWAT team and never need 
them than to need them and not have 
a team that can respond effectively to 
help any of our cities that need us,” 
Partin said. 

When is a SWAT team 
necessary?

The Central Texas   
Regional SWAT team  

includes:

4
commanders

14 operators

3
tactical medics

7
negotiators

2
planning and 
logistical officers

Lyndsey Taylor/Community Impact Newspaper

Cedar Park, Leander and 
Georgetown combine agencies

17

Numbers subject to change, reflect current staffing

Cell Phone and 
Tablet Repair
most repairs same day

Georgetown
Hwy 29, in Wolf Ranch Center 

next to the Vitamin Shoppe 

512.863.4007

Cedar Park
FM 1431, in 1890 Ranch 

in front of Academy, next to Verizon 

512.528.8000
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Georgetown’s latest masterpiece is 
nestled in the hill country with spectacular vistas 

of Lake Georgetown.

This will be the premier destination for future 
residents who desire quiet hill country living just 

minutes away from the conveniences of town. minutes away from the conveniences of town. minutes away from the conveniences of town. minutes away from the conveniences of town. minutes away from the conveniences of town. 

WWW.FREDRICKSONBUILDERS.COM  |  512-686-5797

8 MILES TO HEB • 10 MILES TO WOLF RANCH • HIKE AND BIKE TRAILS • 1.5 MILES FROM CEDAR BREAKS PARK BOAT LAUNCH

MODEL HOME 
OPENING SOON!

ENJOY YOUR GORGEOUS 
HILL COUNTRY SETTING

W
ILLIAMS  D

R
. 35

195
3405

N

DB 
WOOD 
RD.

29

RIGHT NEXT TO 
CEDAR BREAKS PARK

To learn more about WellMed or to become a patient today, 
visit us at WellMedHealthcare.com or call (855) 835-1436.

A U S T I N  |  C O R P U S  C H R I S T I  |  D A L L A S  |  E L  P A S O 

F T  W O R T H  |  R I O  G R A N D E  V A L L E Y  |  S A N  A N T O N I O

AD_ALLTX_25 BRAND_306_CO060315This is an advertisement.

WellMed is a group of more than 6,000 staff and contracted physicians 
delivering quality healthcare to people eligible for Medicare.

WellMed is celebrating 25 years of doctors treating patients 
like family. Like you, we’re aging gracefully, growing wiser, doing 
all we can to keep patients healthier and happier longer. More 
than ever, we’re focused on delivering quality, personalized 
health care to you, our patients. We look forward another  
25 successful years of our doctors celebrating your health.

Our doctors are celebrating  
25 years of helping 
patients live healthier.

SO ARE WE!SO ARE WE!
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CITY & COUNTY
News from Georgetown and Williamson County Compiled by Beth Wade

City, county approve interlocal agreements 
for emergency medical services transition 

Georgetown airport 
fuel rates adjusted

Fundraising begins 
for Moody statue 

Backup medical 
providers considered

Committee continues 
Tamiro Phase 2 talks

City’s solid waste 
contract amended

GEORGETOWN City Council con-
sidered agreements for which companies 
could provide emergency medical ser-
vices backup during its Aug. 11 meeting.

The council voted unanimously to 
approve the first readings of agreements 
with Acadian Ambulance Service of 
Texas LLC and American Medical 
Response of Texas Inc. Council voted 
4-3 to approve the agreement with 
Serenity EMS LLC, which does business 
as Ameristat Ambulance, contingent 

GEORGETOWN Developer Fran-
cisco Choi presented plans for the sec-
ond phase of Tamiro Plaza to the city’s 
Historic and Architectural Review 
Commission on Aug. 27. 

Choi was seeking a certificate of 
appropriateness for the infill project, 

upon the organization meeting city 
standards before the ordinances’ sec-
ond readings scheduled for Sept. 22.

The companies would provide 
nonemergency transfer services and 
backup EMS response.

Each company will pay $500 per 
year per ambulance as well as a $2,000 
application fee to operate in George-
town. The agreement is for two years, 
after which each company will have to 
reapply for a three-year term.

Franchisees will also be required to 
report to the fire department monthly, 
and penalties will be imposed for 
underperformance, Sullivan said.

which would build a four-story build-
ing at 501 S. Austin Ave.

The proposed project would feature 
retail on the first floor and residential 
units on the other three floors.

HARC postponed a decision on the 
proposed Tamiro Plaza Phase 2 until 
its Sept. 24 meeting and requested 
Choi present more photographic and 
physical samples of materials to be 
used in the project.

GEORGETOWN AND  
WILLIAMSON COUNTY City 
Council approved agreements with 
Williamson County that outline how 
the two entities will work together and 
where they will provide emergency 
medical services.

The agreements, approved Aug. 25 by 
council, were approved by Commission-
ers Court on Sept. 1.

The city will debut its EMS service 
Oct. 1. According to the interlocal 
agreement, the city will provide fire 
and medical service within the city 
limits and Emergency Services District 
No. 8, which encompasses most of the 
city’s extraterritorial jurisdiction, or 
ETJ. The county will provide service 
in the portions of the ETJ outside the 
ESD 8 boundaries, such as the Cimar-
ron Hills community, Fire Chief John 
Sullivan said.

The council also approved a mutual 
assistance agreement that says in the 
event of an emergency inside the city’s 
service territory, the county could 
be called to assist the city. The third 
agreement establishes rates and billing 
processes for the city to provide service 
to the Williamson County Jail.

GEORGETOWN City Council 
amended Aug. 25 the city’s solid 
waste contract with Texas Disposal 
Systems, which will transition yard 
trimmings collections to a monthly 
year-round service.

The new monthly service will begin 
in October and will not affect solid 
waste collection rates, Deputy General 
Manager of Utilities Mike Babin said.

GEORGETOWN City Council voted 
to change the fuel margin portion of 
the Georgetown Municipal Airport 
fuel rates for Jet A fuel and avgas fuel 
during its Aug. 25 meeting. 

Airport Manager Russ Volk said the 
change would align the airport’s fuel 
rates with its competitors and make the 
rates for the two fuels more equitable.

The rate change increased the 
margin for Jet A fuel from $0.1963 
to $0.50 and lowered the margin for 
avgas fuel from $0.6208 to $0.5208.

The airport’s budget for fiscal 
year 2015-16 has a shortfall of about 
$75,000, Volk said. The new rates are 
estimated to generate about $74,000 
in additional revenue for the airport.

GEORGETOWN Fundraising for a 
statue of Dan Moody on the Square 
kicked off Sept. 4. 

City Council approved matching 
funds up to $25,000 and a fundraising 
deadline of Sept. 30, 2016. 

The Williamson Museum will lead 
the effort to raise money and secure 
placement for the statue, said museum 
Executive Director Mickie Ross. 

Moody convicted four members of 
the Ku Klux Klan in the Williamson 
County Courthouse in 1923 and later 
became the youngest governor of Texas.

The city of Georgetown will begin its city-op-
erated emergency medical service program 
Oct. 1. 
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Tweetings
For instant coverage of these 
meetings, follow us on Twitter: 
@impactnews_geo

TweetingsMeetings

Georgetown City Council
Meets the second and fourth Tuesday 
of every month at 6 p.m. Council 
Chambers, 101 E. Seventh St. 
512-931-7715. www.georgetown.org
Meetings are recorded and broadcast  
on Channel 10 and online.

Williamson County 
Commissioners Court
Meets Tuesdays at 9:30 a.m.
Williamson County Courthouse,  
710 S. Main. St., Georgetown
512-943-1100. www.wilco.org
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Cooking & 
Fitness Demos

Bicycle Helmet 
Giveaways

(Limited quantities available)

Free Health Screenings

Saturday, September 26, 10AM–1PM 
Georgetown Recreation Center

1003 N. Austin Ave. • Georgetown

Saturday, September 20th

  10AM—2 PM 
Georgetown High School 

FREE Screenings: 

 Blood Pressure Check

 Body Fat Evaluation

 Glucose Testing

 Oral Cancer Screening

 Blood type

 Spinal Screenings

 Bone Density Testing

 Balance Screening for
Seniors

 Vision Assessment
(subject to change) 

For more information, contact the Georgetown Chamber of Commerce at: 
(512) 930 - 3535 | events@georgetownchamber.org 

Activities for Kids! 

2211 N Austin Ave, Georgetown, TX 78626 

www.GeorgetownChamber.org/HealthExpo 

SP
ON

SO
RS

www.GeorgetownChamber.org/HealthExpo

FREE!

225 Grace Blvd.
Georgetown, TX 78633

(512) 864-9500

www.gracetx.org

A Christ-centered and Classical K-12 School

15-569_RRC 10 Year Ad_horizontal_final.indd   1 8/20/15   3:31 PM



If the bond is approved, 
GISD residents can expect to 
see a 5 cent increase to the cur-
rent property tax rate of $1.398 
per $100 valuation, which the 
school board approved Aug. 
17, district Chief Financial 
Officer Steve West said. 

The $160.6 million bond 
package is the largest in 
the school district’s history, 
according to district officials. 
The district has a success-
ful bond passage rate for at 
least the past decade—voters 
approved bond elections in 
2005 and 2010 for $97.08 mil-
lion and $137.3 million respec-
tively, West said.  

Community input
The board has been weighing 

a possible bond election since 
the spring and created the cit-
izens advisory committee to 
explore the option. The entire 
35-member group had met six 
times since March to discuss 
proposed projects for the vari-
ous campuses. 

The committee reviewed cur-
rent facilities, educational pro-
grams, facility assessment find-
ings, demographics reports, 
district financial information, 
project cost details and the 
findings of a community survey 
to compile a list of school needs 
and craft its recommendations, 
said committee member Bob 
Brent, who has no relation to 
the superintendent. 

“We had the mindset that 
[an item in the bond] had to 
be need-based for it to be sup-
ported,” he said. “We deter-
mined that these were [needed 
items].” 

Bob Brent said the district 

conducted a community sur-
vey in June, which was one of 
the most beneficial reports. 

“This really helped us to be 
able to go out into the com-
munity and get a response,” 
he said. 

GISD officials contacted 
residents by phone from June 
11-20 to gauge the support for 
the 12 projects proposed in the 
bond. Each project received 
more than 60 percent approval 
from the community. 

The projects with the highest 
approval ratings were replac-
ing and resurfacing roofs and 
parking areas, replacing inef-
ficient heating and air-con-
ditioning systems, and gym 
lighting; and purchasing buses. 

During the committee 
process, members also con-
sidered whether to add an 
aquatics facility to the list of 
recommendations, committee 
member Barbara Pearce said. 
The advisory committee had 
been pitched the idea more 
than halfway through the pro-
cess of evaluating projects, 
Pearce said, but the committee 
decided the issue was brought 
up too late in discussions. 

“With all the other projects, 
which had been so rigorously 
researched and debated, the 
consensus of the [committee] 
was that we needed the same 
kind of thoughtful planning on 
this issue to determine the need 
and scope of the project before 
it was included in the bond rec-
ommendation,” she said. 

The committee recom-
mended identifying the need for 
an aquatics facility using funds 
from the maintenance and oper-
ations budget, which the board 
ultimately approved. 

“We think this is a great 
way to keep that conversation 

going, but to really find out 
what the needs are and what 
the potential is,” Pearce said. 

Implementation
Fred Brent said work on a 

large majority of the projects 
would start immediately if the 
bond package is approved.

The fourth middle school 
would be the first project, dis-
trict spokesperson Suzanne 
Marchman said. About $28 
million in 2010 bond funds 
were dedicated for the design 
and planning of the building, 
and the $27 million proposed 
would fund its construction. 

Construction on the new Purl 
campus would also begin quickly, 
Marchman said. Purl, currently 
a pre-K through second-grade 
campus, would become pre-K 
through fifth grade, and students 
from Williams would attend the 
new school.

With district staff in offices 
throughout town in various 
buildings, the bond funds 
would be used to convert Wil-
liams into an administration 
and professional development 
center to house district staff in 
one location. 

Other projects include $23.4 
million for the second phase 

of Georgetown High School 
upgrades and renovations as 
well as improvements at other 
campuses such as $12.7 mil-
lion for technology upgrades, 
$8.5 million for repairs and 
replacements to HVAC sys-
tems, $7.2 million for repairing 
roofs and parking, $4.8 million 
for land acquisition, $2 million 
for additional buses, $1.5 mil-
lion for campus security and 
$1.2 million to replace the turf 
at the GISD Athletic Complex. 

Tell us what you think.

Comment at communityimpact.com

Bond
Continued from | 1

Replace Purl Elementary School for  
$31.4 MILLION

Turn Williams Elementary School into an 
administrative building for $14.8 MILLION 

Renovate Tippet Middle School for 
$26.1 MILLION

The second phase of Georgetown High 
School upgrades and renovations  
$23.4 MILLION

$1.5 MILLION 
for campus security

$7.2 MILLION for repairing 
roofs and parking

OTHER PROPOSED  
BOND PROJECTS

$160.6 MILLION

NEW CAMPUSES, UPGRADESPOSSIBLE TAX INCREASE 
FOR THE 2016-17 YEAR

$1.2 MILLION to replace the 
turf at the GISD Athletic Complex

$8.5 MILLION for repairs and 
replacements to HVAC systems

$4.8 MILLION 
for land acquisition

$2 MILLION 
for additional buses

$12.7 MILLION 
for technology

Complete fourth middle school 
for $27 MILLION

TOTAL
Source: Georgetown ISD/Community Impact Newspaper

TAX IMPACT
If voters approve the 
bond, Georgetown 

residents can expect to 
see a 5-cent increase 
to the property tax rate 

of $1.398 per $100 
valuation

The owner 
of a home 
valued at 
$100,000 
could see 
a $43 tax 
increase. 

The owner 
of a home 
valued at 
$200,000 
could see 
a $93 tax 
increase.

The owner of a 
home valued at  
$300,000 could 
see a $143 tax 
increase. 

The owner 
of a home 
valued at 
$400,000 
could see 
a $193 tax 
increase.

Designed by: Cierra Aiken
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Accountability ratings
In the performance index accountability system, first implemented in 2012-13, ratings are as follows:

Met Standard (MS): met performance targets

Met Alternative Standard (MAS): met performance targets for charter operators and alternative education 
campuses

Improvement Required (IR): did not meet one or more performance targets

2014-15 Georgetown ISD accountability rating MS

District scores by grade
2014-15 State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness (STAAR) passing results*

Grade 3 81% Reading NSE Math

Grade 4 76% Reading NSE Math

Grade 5 84% Reading NSE Math

Grade 6 80% Reading NSE Math

Grade 7 72% Reading NSE Math

Grade 8 78% Reading NSE Math

End of course,
all grades

English I: 73%, English II: 78%, algebra I: 89%, biology: 93%, U.S. history: 95%
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1 Carver** MS 427 76.1% N/A N/A N/A NSE N/A N/A NSE N/A 13

2 Cooper MS 584 58% 66% NSE 68% NSE 55% 72% NSE 63% 12

3 Ford MS 549 13.8% 89% NSE 90% NSE 86% 95% NSE 89% 11

4 Frost MS 430 60.2% 87% NSE 74% NSE 71% 78% NSE 67% 11

5 McCoy MS 555 22.2% 87% NSE 86% NSE 73% 92% NSE 83% 11, 12

6 Mitchell MS 738 68% 81% NSE 67% NSE 63% 78% NSE 58% 12, 13

7 Pickett MS 337 60.8% 81% NSE 76% NSE 57% 83% NSE 77% 13

8 Purl** MS 527 70.2% N/A N/A N/A NSE N/A N/A NSE N/A 10

9 Village MS 369 17.9% 91% NSE 85% NSE 85% 91% NSE 80% 11, 12

10 Williams MS 369 68% 77% NSE 63% NSE 50% 83% NSE 73% 12, 13
2014-15 statistics State District

Economically Disadvantaged 58.7% 44.2%

English Language Learners (ELL) 18.1% 13.2%

Average annual salary of teachers $50,715 $48,504 
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2014-15 STAAR passing results by grade*
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11 Benold MS 825 25.7% 86% NSE 83% NSE 77% 85% NSE 84% 77% 15

12 Forbes MS 735 43.3% 78% NSE 71% NSE 64% 80% NSE 69% 70% 14, 15

13 Tippit MS 840 60.7% 74% NSE 64% NSE 61% 71% NSE 58% 42% 14
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2014-15 STAAR passing results by subject

End-of-course—all students
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14 East View MS 1,418 45.8% 84% 89% 69% 75% 95%

15 Georgetown MS 1,821 23.3% 86% 96% 76% 81% 97%

District and school targets
Results from the 2014-15 State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness, or 

STAAR, tests were released this summer. 
Community Impact Newspaper publishes STAAR results by campus and by district. 

The following charts show how students performed on the annual exams as well as 
district information such as enrollment numbers and feeder school patterns.

In August districts and campuses received ratings of Met Standard, Met Alternative 
Standard or Improvement Required based on STAAR and end-of-course exam results 
from the 2014-15 school year and other indicators.

Sources: Texas Education Agency, Pearson Education Inc., Georgetown ISD/
Community Impact Newspaper

**Pre-K through second-grade campus  
during 2014-15 school year

*Test results are all from the English version, first administrations of the spring 2015 STAAR and end-of-course exams. Results listed as 
NSE were not available as of press time; visit communityimpact.com for updates.

Focus2015 Education2015 Education2015 Education G E O R G E T O W N  I S D
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500 Pleasant Valley Dr. • Georgetown, TX
(512) 863-7920
Hours: Monday-Friday, · 7:00 am – 6:00 pm

Community Montessori is an 
AMI accredited Montessori 

school, fostering 
Respect, nurturing 

Responsibility, and inspiring 
Resourcefulness. 

We educate children ages 
8 weeks to 12 years.

community-montessori.org
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ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS

MIDDLE SCHOOLS

HIGH SCHOOLS

2014-15 Georgetown ISD total students 10,651

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL BOUNDARIES

MIDDLE SCHOOL BOUNDARIES

HIGH SCHOOL BOUNDARIES

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON SCHOOLS IN  
Georgetown ISD,      

VISIT WWW.GEORGETOWNISD.ORG.
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TICKETS NOW ON SALE
HOME SCHEDULE

TICKETS NOW ON SALETICKETS NOW ON SALE
HOME SCHEDULEHOME SCHEDULEHOME SCHEDULEHOME SCHEDULE

TICKETS NOW ON SALETICKETS NOW ON SALETICKETS NOW ON SALETICKETS NOW ON SALE

YOUR HOMETOWN COLLEGE FOOTBALL TEAM

SOUTHWESTERN

SOUTHWESTERNPIRATES.COM/TICKETSSOUTHWESTERNPIRATES.COM/TICKETSSOUTHWESTERNPIRATES.COM/TICKETSSOUTHWESTERNPIRATES.COM/TICKETSSOUTHWESTERNPIRATES.COM/TICKETSSOUTHWESTERNPIRATES.COM/TICKETSSOUTHWESTERNPIRATES.COM/TICKETSSOUTHWESTERNPIRATES.COM/TICKETSSOUTHWESTERNPIRATES.COM/TICKETSSOUTHWESTERNPIRATES.COM/TICKETSSOUTHWESTERNPIRATES.COM/TICKETSSOUTHWESTERNPIRATES.COM/TICKETS

SEPT. 19 – EAST TEXAS BAPTIST – 7 PM 
(HOMETOWN TEAM DAY)

SEPT. 26 – WISCONSIN-RIVER FALLS – 12 PM 
(MILITARY APPRECIATION DAY)

OCT. 24 – TRINITY – 6 PM
(HOMETOWN HERO DAY)

OCT. 31 – AUSTIN COLLEGE – 1 PM
NOV. 14 – TEXAS LUTHERAN

fb-ad-1-8-CI.indd   1 8/31/15   3:26 PM

Seton Care for Your Family
WELCOME DR. JORGE SALCEDO.

Dr. Jorge Salcedo joins Seton Family of 
Doctors at Williamson, part of our network 
of primary care clinics. Offering convenient 

access to wellness, preventive care and 
chronic disease management.

Jorge Salcedo, MD

Seton Family of Doctors 
at Williamson
2051 A.W. Grimes, 
Suite 250
Round Rock, TX 78664 
Phone: 512-324-4813

IH
-35

Gattis S
chool Rd.

A
.W

. Grimes

NEW

LOCATION

MORE CONVENIENT LOCATIONS:

Anuradha Rangarajan, MD
301 Seton Parkway 
Round Rock, TX 78665
Phone: 512-324-4813

Neelima H. Ganta, MD
Yen Kim Dao, DO 
Carrie Barlow, PA-C
Stone Hill Shopping Center
1512 Town Center Drive, Suite 100
Pflugerville, Texas 78660
Phone: 512-324-4875

SetonFamilyofDoctors.com

NOW ENROLLING 
Ages 6 weeks - 6 years 
Preschool - 1st Grade

• Montessori & Texas Certifi ed and 
specialized teachers with degrees 
(BS, Masters).

• Educators experienced in 
language, math, science, art, music, 
Spanish, Hindi and Sign Language.

• Extracurricular activities 
(yoga, dance, piano & theatre arts).

Round Rock Montessori School

1818 Sam Bass Rd. • 512-733-1818 • www.rrmstx.com

Round Rock Montessori School
Established 

1996

Infant 
Nursery 

Open

(800) 777-ATPE (2873)  |  ATPE.ORG

Mrs. Budd’s Central Texas classroom serves deaf and deaf-
blind students. As an ATPE member, she qualifi ed for 
matching funds to help create new learning opportunities for 
her students by stocking her classroom with tactile materials. 
ATPE matched donors’ contributions and funded 50% of this 
project.

Join ATPE today and qualify for matching funds for your 
classroom projects!

Central Texas Teacher Receives 
Matching Funds from ATPE

“I wish you could 
have seen the 
smile on my 
student’s face 
when she felt the 
braille on the 
playing cards...” 

– Mrs. Budd
Round Rock ISD Teacher 
ATPE Member

*Eligibility, terms and conditions apply. Visit atpe.org for more information.

WHILE YOU’RE WORKING HARD, 
LET ATPE WORK HARD FOR YOU.

★80

ATPE has partnered with DonorsChoose.org 
to fund projects of up to $1,000 for Texas 
teachers. To qualify to participate:

JOIN ATPE
Create a project on DonorsChoose.org
Mention ATPE in your project title and/or description
Get funded! ATPE will donate 50% ($500 maximum) 
of the project cost
ATPE has funded 80 projects to date

JOIN ATPE
Create a project on DonorsChoose.org
Mention ATPE in your project title and/or description
Get funded! ATPE will donate 50% ($500 maximum) 
of the project cost
ATPE has funded 80 projects to date
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Fred Brent 
Georgetown ISD superintendent

PEOPLE

What is the district’s focus for the 
2015-16 school year?

What we’re focusing on this upcom-
ing school year is going back to the 
teaching and learning process and 
writing the curriculum management 
plan that we’ll be designing with our 
staff. To customize and foster inno-
vation you’ve got to have positive 
relationships with kids, and you have 
to design engaging work. It’s important 
that with our staff we not get caught up 
in chasing programs, that we focus on 
knowing who your kids are every day, 
and shaking their hands at the door. 

A kid needs to care about what you 
think, they need to respect you and 
you need to respect them, and that’s 
when you can offer the connectivity to 
get to higher levels of engagement. 

How has your first year as 
superintendent been?

It’s challenging to speak to how 
much I truly love being in George-
town because oftentimes people 
think I’m giving a spiel about how 
great Georgetown is, but it’s true. It’s 
hard to put into perspective what the 
superintendent seat is like and it’s a 
very challenging position, but it’s the 
work I love. 

And I feel like all the work I’ve 
ever done in my past has led me and 
prepared me to be in Georgetown. My 
previous superintendent experiences 
have been from very small schools 
to larger fast-growth schools, and 

Georgetown is dealing with both.
Our job is to take care of the needs of 

that community as it grows. So we need 
to be what Georgetown needs us to be 
as a school district. And I’ve just abso-
lutely fallen in love with this place. My 
children love it. It’s the right place for 
my family. I jokingly have told people 
it’s like putting on a comfortable pair 
of jeans every day you go to work—you 
just feel good about being here. 

What goals have you and district 
leadership been working toward 
in the district’s strategic plan?

The strategic plan had specific 
points in there, so we focused on some 
of the first things. For example, we 
did the curriculum assessment, which 
was critical to discovering where we 
needed to go and to bring about the 
specific teaching and learning strate-
gies in the strategic plan. We focused 
on things like staffing plans and mod-
els to refine how we staff and make 
sure that we’re very targeted with our 
resources so that we can maximize the 
budget that we have. 

The board has created certain 
positions in the district to focus on 
advancing teaching and learning.

We talk about our mindset of being a 
learning organization—that’s what we 
are as a district—and we need to model 
learning for our kids. … One of my 
greatest concerns is adult learning, in 
that we must be focused on being what 
our kids need us to be, and as their needs 

change, some of the things that we do 
in the classroom might need to change 
to support their needs. Those key areas, 
making sure we are staffing equitably, 
that we’re able to give the raises that we 
need to give, that we did the curriculum 
assessment, and that we’re focused on 
professional learning, those were the 
most critical areas we’ve looked at so far, 
and they’ve gone very well.

How has the district been 
utilizing technology in the 
classroom?

Over the years across the board, 
obviously, technology is changing 
everything. One of our greatest chal-
lenges in the classroom is how do we 
make that technology an effective tool 
for learning. 

Before you can [put technology in 
the hands of students], you have to 
make sure your staff has adequate 
training and adequate resources. 

One of the things we worked 
through in the strategic plan is 
focusing on and creating a long-range 
technology plan where we’ve assessed 
where we are and where we need to go 
in teaching and learning. 

I’d say we are doing all we can with 
what we have, but we also understand 
that technology must be more robust 
in Georgetown ISD, whether it’s 
through the network capacity and the 
technology infrastructure to teacher 
learning with technology so that it 
impacts student learning. 

Fred Brent celebrated his one-year anniversary as superintendent in June.

By Caitlin Perrone 

Fred Brent celebrated his first anniversary 
as superintendent of Georgetown ISD in June. 
He first became a superintendent in Ander-
son-Shiro CISD in Grimes County, then served 
as superintendent in Alvin ISD. Brent has a 
doctorate in educational leadership from Texas 
A&M University, and he served as a teacher and 
a high school baseball coach prior to becoming a 
superintendent. 

He said his previous experience in both a 
smaller district and a fast-growing district 
helped prepare him for his role leading GISD.

Prior to Brent’s arrival, the GISD board of 
trustees adopted a five-year strategic plan—a 
report detailing the community’s vision for 
the students and staff in the district. The plan 
listed specific action steps and measurable goals 
to develop a custom design for instruction, 

desirable qualities of students and a timeline 
for implementation, which Brent said gave him 
direction in his new position. 

“It was very clear to me as a superintendent 
that this is our plan, this is what our community 
wants. [They asked,] ‘Now, are you up for this 
work?’” he said. “And I said, ‘Absolutely.’”

Brent said one of the most critical pieces of 
the strategic plan centers on a new learner pro-
file, which was created by gathering input from 
parents, students, teachers, business leaders 
and community members to determine desired 
skills and characteristics of a GISD graduate. 
The board of trustees approved the new model 
during an Aug. 17 board meeting.

“Now we are working through the strategic 
plan, and we’re excited about the direction we 
see ourselves going,” Brent said.  

Georgetown ISD
• The East View High School football 
team advanced to the area playoffs 
Nov. 21, ending the season with a  
9-3 record. 

• Eight members of the Georgetown 
High School drill team participated in 
the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade 
in New York City on Nov. 27.

• The GHS girls’ basketball team 
played in the regional finals Feb. 28, 
ending the season with a 31-6 record. 

• Tippit and Forbes middle schools’ 
students raised over $4,000 for their 
campus libraries through Literacy 
Walks held at each campus March 13.

• The GHS girls’ soccer advanced to 
the regional quarterfinals April 6, ending 
the season with a record of 13-4-4.

• The EVHS boys’ soccer team 
advanced to the UIL State 
Championship game and was the first 
runner up April 18. 

• EVHS culinary arts students won 
first place in the Escoffier School 
of Culinary Arts Mystery Basket 
Competition held in Austin on  
April 17.

• Six GISD SeaPerch teams 
advanced to the National 
Underwater Remotely Operated 
Vehicles competition in Dartmouth, 
Massachusetts, on May 29-30.

• The GHS baseball team advanced 
to the UIL State Championship game 
and was the first runner up June 12.

2 0 1 4 - 1 5
Year in review
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Playing is Why

Saturday   •   October 17th   •   Long Center   •   8AM 
5K Walk • 1K Miracle Mile • Competitive 5K Run

For more information or to register please call 1.866.430.9255 or visit  
www.austinheartwalk.org

Ryah was born in July of 2011 and quickly turned blue in the delivery room.  The neonatologist in the room heard a murmur 
in Ryah’s heart and forty-five minutes later the difficult news came that an echocardiogram showed a rare congenital heart 
defect, Ebstein’s Anomaly. Ryah was transferred to a new hospital where a cardiologist explained that Ryah had only a 50% 
chance of surviving the week. Three surgeries were planned, beginning with open heart surgery. Soon after, Ryah’s father, 
Randy, learned of a children’s hospital that specialized in her condition. These specialists advised Ryah’s medical team and 
within weeks Ryah was home, without any surgery. The family moved to Georgetown in 2013, and Ryah has yet to have a 
single surgery. Even though future surgery will be needed, for now she is a happy, healthy preschooler who loves to bounce 
on the trampoline.

United Way of Williamson County and Community
Impact Newspapers present: 

Williamson County Education Summit
Responding to Williamson County’s Growth and

Changing Demographics

October 1, 2015 • 8am-11:30am 
United Heritage Center, 3400 E. Palm Valley Blvd., 

Round Rock, Texas

TICKETS: $25

Continental breakfast provided

Register at unitedway-wc.org

Remarks by Texas First Lady Cecilia Abbott

For more information on how 
you can participate, go to:

ROUNDROCKARTS.ORG | 512-218-7099

Chalk Walk 
and Festival  
BENEFITTING THE ARTS

ASLEEP AT THE WHEELA

FREE 
CONCERT 
8PM FRIDAY

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 2  |  5PM-10PM
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3  |  10AM-7PM

CHALK ART 
ON THE STREET

LOCALLY 
CRAFTED 

ART FOR SALE

STREET 
PERFORMERS

KIDS ACTIVITIES, 
TRAIN, AND 
PETTING ZOO

COMMUNITY IMPACT NEWSPAPER



Georgetown Edition • September 2015 27

the Cross and Crown Lutheran Church. All 
supplies are provided, though participants 
must register online. The class is open to 
the first 10 applicants to sign up. 9 a.m.-
noon. Free. Cross and Crown Lutheran 
Church, 3800 Shell Road. 512-635-1910.  
www.crossandcrownlutheranchurch.org

26 Georgetown Health and 
Wellness Expo 

People of all ages can learn about their 
health and how to maintain a balanced 
lifestyle. Medical screenings are 
available, and 100 free bicycle helmets 
are also given away on a first-come, 
first-served basis. 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Free. 
Georgetown Recreation Center, 1003 N. 
Austin Ave. 512-930-3535.  
www.georgetownchamber.org/
healthexpo

26 Georgetown Wine and 
Music on the Square 

Wine enthusiasts can sample drinks 
from several Texas wineries and hear 
live entertainment from local musicians, 
as well as view art on display from local 
artists at the eighth annual festival. 
All proceeds benefit the Downtown 
Georgetown Association. 4-8 p.m.  
Free (admission to vendor area),  
$25 (admission to tasting area).  
The Square. 512-639-8719.  
www.thegeorgetownsquare.com 

26 Williamson County Walk  
to End Alzheimer’s 

Walkers on the 2-mile route starting in 
San Gabriel Park raise funds to further the 
care, support and research efforts of the 
Alzheimer’s Association. Dogs are allowed 
as long as they are friendly and on leashes, 
and strollers are also permitted. 9 a.m. 

(registration), 10 a.m. (walk begins). Free. 
San Gabriel Park, 1003 N. Austin Ave. 512-
241-0420. http://act.alz.org/williamson15

26 Texas Mamma Jamma 
Ride Against Breast 

Cancer 
Participants bike to raise funds to 
fight breast cancer in this event that 
begins and ends at Reunion Ranch. 
Ride lengths range from 10 to 100 
miles, and each rider must raise $250 
to participate. 7:30 a.m. (75- and 
100-mile rides), 8:30 a.m. (10-, 25- 
and 50-mile rides). Reunion Ranch, 
850 CR 255. 512-765-5526.  
www.mammajammaride.org

October

08 Schmooza Palooza 
The Georgetown Chamber of 

Commerce hosts a business showcase 
with interactive exhibits featuring 

September

11 Building Great Futures 
dinner/auction 

The annual silent and live auction 
benefits the Boys & Girls Club of 
Georgetown. Hors d’oeuvres are 
provided by local restaurants. 6 p.m. 
$75. Georgetown Community Center, 
445 E. Morrow St. 512-868-3700.  
www.bgcgeorgetown.org 

13 Georgetown Symphony 
Society concert 

The Georgetown Symphony Society 
starts its 2015-16 season with a concert 
by the Temple Symphony Orchestra. 
The musicians are directed by Thomas 
Fairlie, and guest violinist Ricardo 
Gomez performs. 4 p.m. $5 (students), 
$25 (premium seating), $30 (general 
admission). Georgetown High School Klett 
Center for the Performing Arts, 2211 N. 
Austin Ave. 512-864-9591. www.gsstx.org

14 Boys & Girls Club golf 
tournament 

The Boys & Girls Club of Georgetown 
hosts a golf tournament as part of its 
Building Great Futures fundraising 
campaign. The top six teams compete in 
a three-hole playoff for the championship, 
and the winners receive Boys & Girls Club 
championship jackets. Noon (registration), 
1 p.m. (tournament begins). $150 (per 
person). Berry Creek Country Club, 30500 
Berry Creek Drive. 512-868-3700.  
www.bgcgeorgetown.org

18 and 19 
Annual garage sale  

The Georgetown Animal Shelter hosts its 
16th annual garage sale. Proceeds benefit 
the animals in the shelter. Each year the 
sale brings in about $7,000 for the shelter. 
8 a.m.-1 p.m. Free (admission). former 
library, 808 Martin Luther King Jr. St.  
512-930-3592. www.pets.georgetown.org

19 and 26  
Stained glass mosaic class 

Learn how to make your own mosaic at 
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Compiled by Caitlin Perrone

and 26 
Suddenlink Bluegrass 
Festival

The two-day event features live music 
from a variety of bluegrass bands. Guests 
can also sample concessions and browse 
business vendors as well as participate in 
children’s activities. Leashed pets, coolers 
and alcoholic beverages are permitted at 
the festival; however, no glass bottles are 
allowed. 7-10:30 p.m. (Fri.), 6:30-10:30 
p.m. (Sat.). Free admission. Robin Bledsoe 
Park, 601 S. Bagdad Road, Leander.  
512-528-9909. www.leandertx.gov/parksrec 
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Worth the TRIP

Sponsored by

Find more or submit Georgetown 
events at communityimpact.com/
geo-calendar.

To have Georgetown events 
considered for the print edition, 
they must be submitted online by 
the third Friday of the month.

Online Calendar

chamber member businesses, food 
tastings from local restaurants, live 
music and a Halloween costume contest. 
Chamber members can register online 
for a booth at the event. 5-8 p.m. Free. 
Georgetown Community Center, 445 E. 
Morrow St. 512-930-3535.  
www.georgetownchamber.org

10 Deep in the Heart of Caring 
Georgetown nonprofit The 

Caring Place hosts a gala at Schwertner 
Ranch Event Center featuring dinner, live 
and silent auctions, and a cattle roundup 
as well as live music by country music 
performer Rick Trevino. Proceeds from 
the event assist area families in financial 
crisis. 5:30 p.m. $100. Schwertner Ranch 
Event Center, 1200 Lindemann Road. 
512-943-0702. www.caringplacetx.org

Full
Replacement

Dentures* 
STARTING AT 

$395 
PER SET  

Comes With Warranty
Expires in 90 Days

Free
Second 

Opinion
 

$100 
VALUE 

With This Coupon 
Expires in 90 Days

Thomas John Kennedy of Texas, DDS, PLLC · General Dentistry
Bhavesh Bhakta, DDS • J. Chad Fendley, DDS

Love Your Smile!

* Not Valid With Any Other Offer, No Cash Value. New Patients Only.

Georgetown/Austin 
1103 Rivery Blvd. Suite 300 

Georgetown, TX 78628 
georgetown-dentures.com 

Dentures in one day
Guaranteed 10% less.

In House Lab!

512-868-0238

In House Lab!

Love Your Smile!

Full  
Replacement  

Dentures*

Free  
Second  

Opinion

* Not Valid With Any Other Offer, No Cash Value. New Patients Only.

Comes With Warrenty
Expires in 90 days

With This Coupon
Expires in 90 days

STARTING AT

PER SET Value
395$ 100$

Georgetown/Austin 
1103 Rivery Blvd. Suite 300 

Georgetown, TX 78628  
georgetown-dentures.com

Dentures in one day 
Guaranteed 10% less.

512-868-0238

Thomas John Kennedy of Texas, DDS, PLLC · General Dentistry  
Bhavesh Bhakta, DDS • J. Chad Fendley, DDS
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Rentsch Brewery grand opening Southwestern University  
matriculation convocation

Pirate Training

David Rentschler and his son, Andrew, 
celebrated the opening of Rentsch 
Brewery at 2500 NE Inner Loop, Ste. 
3105, on Aug. 29.

The event, which attracted visitors from 
throughout the Austin and Georgetown 
areas, featured live music and food from 
Fullhouse BBQ as well as games.

The brewery is open Fridays from  
4-8 p.m. and Saturdays from noon- 
8 p.m. for tastings. Visit  
www.facebook.com/rentschbrewery  
for more information. 

1  Patrons sample Rentsch Brewery’s 
four beers, including hefeweizen, 
weizenbock, IPA and session beers, 
during the grand opening Aug. 29.

2  Attendees listen to live music 
during the event.

Students gathered on campus with parents and 
community members Aug. 15 for convocation.

1  Students are formally welcomed to campus.

2  Southwestern University parents wave at 
students during the ceremony.
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Southwestern University move-in weekend

RECENT HIGHLIGHTS

Southwestern University welcomed 403 
new students as they moved into on-
campus dorms and apartments during 
move-in weekend, which began Aug. 14. 

1  Southwestern President Edward Burger 
helps students move in their belongings.

2  Southwestern students help move in 
new students.

Students participate in games while learning about 
Southwestern University traditions and getting to 
know each other during Pirate Training on Aug. 16.

1 2

Compiled by Beth Wade
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Schedule your consultation today.

(512) 458-2141
tocaustin.com

1130 COTTONWOOD CREEK BLDG. C SUITE 4 | CEDAR PARK, TEXAS | 78613

THESE SURGEONS NOW IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD

EYELID SURGERY BY EYELID SPECIALISTS
We focus on two principles: extraordinary results and uncompromising care.  

TOC Eye and Face offers an unprecedented level of expertise and safety.
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Dr. Paula Bordelon

Dr. Saramma George

Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
Office (512) 763-4060

3201 South Austin Avenue, Suite 115

We are pleased to announce the opening of 
Georgetown Center for Adult Medicine!  

Dr. George and Dr. Bordelon see patients 50 
and older with a strong commitment to Medicare 

patients and are accepting new patients!

I-35

Georgetown Center 
for Adult Medicine
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Welcome!
We are hosting a Meet & Greet 

on Thursday, April 30, 2015  
from 9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.

Please RSVP by calling  
(512) 763-4060

See you there!

GEORGETOWN CENTER 
F O R  A D U L T  M E D I C I N E
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Dr. Saramma George

We are pleased to 
announce the opening of 

GEORGETOWN 
CENTER FOR 

ADULT MEDICINE!

Monday–Friday 8:00AM–5:30PM • (512) 763-4060
3201 South Austin Avenue • Suite 115 • Georgetown

Dr. George and 
Dr. Bordelon see 
patients 50 and 

older with a strong 
commitment to 

Medicare patients.
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W hen Martha Paul-Penichet 
ran a day care in her George-
town home for 13 years, she 

said she took the children to classes at 
Bridges to Growth each week. 

Now Paul-Penichet works as a nanny, 
and said she still brings children to 
Toddler Time classes and rents books 
and toys from the library at Bridges to 
Growth. As a child care provider, she 
has attended the program’s free classes 
on how to raise children and regularly 
takes English classes. 

“I use all I can,” she said. “They are 
great because they always have some-
thing for everybody.”  

Bridges to Growth, the early child-
hood program under the umbrella of 
The Georgetown Project, has been help-
ing parents and child care providers for 
more than 15 years. The nonprofit serves 
adults and care providers with children 
from newborn through fifth grade. 

The program offers free parenting 
classes and low-cost training for child 
care providers to build skills in child 
development. Jane Hazelton, the 
program’s coordinator, said Bridges 
to Growth launched in the late ’90s to 
provide support to new parents. 

“We don’t have parent instruction 
before we have children, so we’re trying 
to help them out,” she said. “We try to 
help parents learn to nurture their chil-
dren in the very best way that we can.” 

In 2014, 2,741 adults participated 
the program. About 50 percent of the 
program’s participants are child care 
providers fulfilling continuing educa-
tion requirements and a small number 
of parents who are court-ordered to 
take parenting classes. The program 
largely serves parents who are just 

looking for advice, Hazelton said.
The location is open three days a 

week, though parenting classes are 
offered mostly in the evenings and 
on Saturdays. The program offers a 
parent hotline that can be used to ask 
questions or get information, and Early 
Childhood Coordinator Lexy Largent 
holds free office hours appointments 
on Wednesdays for parents to discuss 
issues and ask questions.

“They’re able to call and fill us in on 
what the problem is, and we can help 
troubleshoot or refer them somewhere 
else to get help,” she said. “As a parent 
myself, there are times when you need 
some help and some advice and a third 
party to help point you the right way.”

Largent is often able to point 
parents toward one of the program’s 
many classes on child behavior. Aside 
from providing information, the 
program offers libraries for both toys 
and books. 

“We thought there might be a lot of 
parents who can’t afford to buy a new 
toy all the time, so they’re able to get 
access to toys and can change them 
out frequently,” Hazelton said.

The program also has a work-
room for the public to do laminat-
ing, English and Spanish classes of 
different levels, and offers “morning 
out” days for parents of children with 
special needs to drop their children off 
for up to two hours.  

With myriad programs, Paul-Penichet 
said she thinks Bridges could benefit 
even more people in the city. 

“I think it’s a great place,” she said. “I 
hope more people go there because they 
are very good.” 

Bridges to Growth hosted an end-of-summer event Aug. 19 with a variety of activities. 
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Bridges to Growth
Group focuses on child, parent education

NONPROFIT

Resource library
Along with classes and activities for 
parents, caregivers and children, 
Bridges to Growth offers a resource 
library for educational information as 
well as a collection of toys and books 
for children. 

Items can be checked out for up to 
three weeks.

Summer activities
The program offered children’s 
activities throughout the summer. On 
Aug. 19, Bridges to Growth held an 
end of summer cupcake-decorating 
event for children ages 6 to 12. 
Earlier in the summer, the program 
hosted a safety day for children 
with officials from the Georgetown 
police and fire departments in which 
children got to tour a fire truck and a 
police car. 

2700 Shell Rd. Georgetown, TX 78628 | 512-863-9888 | gtownliving.com

Premier Alzheimer’s care 
where you need us: 

personal in-home care and 
residences.

By Caitlin Perrone 

Bridges to Growth
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805 W. University Ave., Ste. A 
512-864-3008
www.georgetownproject.org
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REGIONAL
Abridged stories from our other editions

Round Rock plugs in

Senior resources rise

ROUND ROCK Nutty Brown Cafe 
& Amphitheatre will pack up its 
iconic cowboy sign and more than 
a decade of Texas music history and 
bring them to Round Rock in 2017.

On Aug. 13, Round Rock City 
Council approved the sale of McNeil 
Park near I-35 in north Round Rock 
to Mike Farr, owner of Nutty Brown 
Cafe, for $1.1 million. That day the city 
also announced the intended use for 
the land was for the new home of Nutty 
Brown Cafe, which will be Round 
Rock’s first large outdoor music venue.

The country music venue has 
hosted acts such as Pat Green, Bob 
Schneider and Eli Young Band. Cur-
rently the venue holds about 3,900 
people, according to city of Austin 
documents, but Farr said when he 
moves to Round Rock he expects the 
capacity to increase to about 5,000.

Farr said he has thought for 
years Round Rock would make a 
good location for a music venue. 

“I always thought Round Rock 
was underserved as far as live music 
goes,” Farr said. “It was always a place 
I thought had a lot of potential.”

About two years ago, Farr said 
he started considering relocat-
ing out of his current location on 
Hwy. 290 in Southwest Austin.

Farr said he drove to more than 100 
locations in the area looking for poten-
tial spots for Nutty Brown Cafe. He 
said he wanted to put the new location 
at McNeil Park as soon as he saw it.

He said the location near I-35 and 
University Boulevard would help 
Nutty Brown Cafe attract new cus-
tomers from different areas such as 
Fort Hood or Taylor. He said the 
destination shopping nearby will 
help further attract attention.

Farr said when the new venue is 
built, as many trees and as much 
green space as possible will be kept to 
preserve the site’s natural aesthetics.

“We’re going to take an 

extraordinarily minimal approach 
when it comes to site improvement,” 
Farr said. “We basically just want it 
to be a park that has shows. We’re not 
going to turn it into some concret-
ed-up, commercial-looking deal.”

Farr said Nutty Brown Cafe’s 
current location is noted for its 
aesthetic beauty, and he wanted to 
retain that at the new location.

Farr said he hopes to attract bigger 

acts by moving farther away from well-
known music venues, such as White-
Water Amphitheater in New Braunfels.

Mayor Alan McGraw said city 
officials had not pursued a music venue 
before because a venue is not tradition-
ally considered an economic develop-
ment target. But despite that, he said 
he foresees Nutty Brown Cafe having a 
positive economic impact on the city.
Full story by Scott Thomas

LEANDER  For 40 years Chuck 
and Elaine Schmitz lived in their 
house in Texas City near Galveston.

But as they grew older they said 
they found upkeep of their home 
growing more troublesome and 
decided to move to Cedar Park to 
be closer to their daughter, Nancy 
LaSpina, a teacher in Leander ISD. In 
2014 the Schmitzes settled into their 
new apartment at Lakeline Oaks, a 
luxury retirement community located 
about 2 miles from their daughter.

The Schmitzes are part of a trend in 
the fastest-growing population 
segment in Central Texas—seniors 
age 65 and older who move to 
the state, often to be nearer to 
younger family members.

Williamson County’s senior 
population grew from 37,681 res-
idents in 2010 to 44,991 residents 
in 2014, a growth rate of about 19.4 
percent, according to the Texas 
State Data Center. The office proj-
ects Williamson County will have 
more than 70,000 senior residents 
by 2025 and almost 99,000 senior 

residents by 2035—which would 
be more than double the coun-
ty’s current senior population.

In response to demand, devel-
opers are planning more senior 
luxury apartment communities and 
memory-care facilities in Cedar 
Park and Leander. But some senior 
residents said they are finding fewer 
non-luxury living options, such 
as apartments that do not have 
on-site health care options and 
allow residents independent living.

Skye Senior Living Executive 
Director Brad Rowe said the builder 
is one of many developers that are 
anticipating the region’s multiply-
ing demands for senior housing.

Nichole Gess, assistant prop-
erty manager with The Ranch at 
Cedar Park Senior Apartments—an 
age-restricted affordable housing 
apartment complex with staff-
ers who organize activities—said 
she sees higher demand than the 
apartment complex can meet.

“If I could invest in one thing 
right now in this area, it would be 

senior housing,” Gess said. “[Because 
of demand] we do no marketing—
zero. And people are coming in, in 
droves, wanting affordable housing.”

Austin resident Nancy Coconate 
said she and her mother had to 
wait about four months before her 
mother could rent an apartment 
at The Ranch. In 2008, Coconate 
and her husband retired and 
moved from Hawaii to a house in 
the Avery Ranch neighborhood. 

Her mother lived in Arizona, 
but Coconate said she wanted 
to move her mother closer.

They considered several luxury 
housing options in Central Texas, but 
they found the rental rates to be too 
high—sometimes $5,000 to $6,000 a 
month, Coconate said. Now Coconate 
is able to visit her mother each day at 
the less-expensive apartment, she said.
Full story by Stephen Burnett
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Now Open
LEANDER  Judy Yoon hosted the 
grand opening for her restaurant, 
Kai Sushi, on Aug. 1 at 1805 S. 
US 183, Ste. 400. The restaurant 
primarily serves sushi but also 
offers Japanese and Korean foods. 
Appetizers include spicy edamame 
and the Avocado Bomb, a baked 
avocado stuffed with crab and 
topped with shrimp, masago, spicy 
mayonnaise and sesame seeds.  
512-456-0147. www.kaisushiatx.com

CEDAR PARK  Fast-casual 
restaurant Zaxby’s opened its first 
Cedar Park location July 13 at 13521 
Ronald Reagan Blvd. The Atlanta-
based chain serves chicken strips, 
wings, chicken sandwiches, salads, 
onion rings and coleslaw.  
512-528-9000. www.zaxbys.com

ROUND ROCK Aroma Nails 
& Spa opened in July at 581 
University Blvd. Aroma is a nail 
salon offering manicures and 
pedicures. 512-770-6007.  
www.aromanailsandspa.com

Coming Soon
ROUND ROCK NexGen Nails 
& Spa will open at 200 University 
Blvd., Ste. 520, in October and 
provide facials, manicures, 
pedicures and eyelash extensions.  

PFLUGERVILLE  Smoothie King 
will open in November at 18701 
Limestone Commercial Drive, Ste. 
200, in the Stone Hill Town Center. 
This will be its seventh location in the 
Austin area. www.smoothieking.com 

Closings
CENTRAL AUSTIN After more 
than 35 years of business, Dallas 
Nightclub, 7113 Burnet Road, 
closed Sept. 5. Its ownership 
said a new property manager is 
in charge of the site and plans to 
convert the building into a sports 
bar or restaurant concept.  
512-452-1300.  
www.danceatdallas.com

Full stories online at communityimpact.com

The Studio Cedar Park

Hop N Happy

CEDAR PARK The new location for 
art co-op The Studio Cedar Park has 
allowed the business to make room for 
new classes and dedicated evenings for 
patrons to socialize while making art.

The Studio moved to its new location 
at the beginning of August, and with 
4,000 square feet of space, the busi-
ness is introducing new classes, such 
as rhythm and movement for pre-
school-aged children, yoga and classes 
for basic computer use as well as 3-D 
modeling, said Joseph Fiacco, founder 
of The Studio. Instructors not only 
want to teach their students music and 
art, but also life skills, he said.

“There are so many things you can 
learn by doing music and art,” he said. 

“Through the creative process they 
learn problem-solving, and it helps 
them develop strong solutions. But 
there is also a social aspect; they learn 
how to interact with others.” 

The new space also includes a stage 
that is used for painting classes and 
events.

“We have an open studio on Friday 
nights with live music,” he said. “You 
can come in and listen to music. All 
the art supplies will be out. You can 
sit down and draw, sculpt, socialize. 
It’s just a place for people to come and 
hang out.” 

On Thursday nights, costumed 
live models are on stage for artists to 
paint. Models dress up in costumes 

to resemble dancers, skiers or body-
builders, for example. Soon the busi-
ness plans to offer a combination of 
instructed and uninstructed drawing 
lessons, Fiacco said. 

Suzy Jenkins, mother of students 
Matthew, 14, and Rachel, 10, said the 
children have been taking art classes 
at The Studio for six years.

“They love it,” Jenkins said. “I like 
the role model that Mr. Joe [Fiacco] 
displays for the children. I like the 
instruction and the patience he has 
at the different age levels. And I love 
the paintings that I can display in my 
house. I have most of their paintings 
on my walls.”
Full story by Sabine McCalla

NORTHWEST AUSTIN For 
more than eight years Wes Gunn 
worked in corporate America, most 
recently as a salesperson for Dell 
Inc. Rebecca Gunn, who worked in 
Dell’s marketing department, said 
her husband came home after a 
day out with two of their sons with 
an idea for a big career change.

“[Wes] took our older boys to a 
bounce house,” Rebecca said. “He came 
home saying, ‘We’ve got to do this.’”

Wes left his job at Dell in February 
2014, and by July 2014—the day of then 
3-year-old Maxx’s birthday—he and 
Rebecca had opened the doors to indoor 
bounce house facility Hop N Happy.

In the past year, Rebecca said, the 

business has been 10 times more profit-
able than she and Wes expected.

About three-quarters of the clientele 
are regular customers, Wes said.

The interior of Hop N Happy is 
bursting with primary colors, from 
its brightly painted walls dotted with 
rainbow-hued art to the multicolored 
bounce houses throughout the facility. 
A giant foam pit—which looks like a 
more modern and comfortable version 
of a plastic ball pit—allows children 
play in a sea of orange and blue.

Wes said coming from the corporate 
world, working at Hop N Happy does 
not feel like work. He said he often finds 
himself putting in extra hours before 
opening and after closing to make sure 

the facility is maintained. Rebecca said 
she and Wes enjoy being able to spend 
more time with their children.

“We can get up and go to work, and 
we can take our kids,” she said. 

Hop N Happy offers private parties, 
birthday parties and open jump ses-
sions for children ages 4-10. The couple 
has seven employees who supervise 
and clean the facility.

The couple said they hope to expand 
to a new location, but they have not yet 
decided where.

“I think you’ll see one or two 
opening up in the near future,” Wes 
said. “We’re here to stay, and we look 
forward to several more years.”
Full story by Kara Nuzback
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Discovery Blvd.

Quest Blvd.
Whitestone Blvd.

1431

715 Discovery Blvd., Ste. 403
512-259-0303
www.thestudiocedarpark.com
Hours: Mon-Fri. 9 a.m.-8 p.m.,  
Sat. 9 a.m.-6 p.m., Sun. 9 a.m.-noon

Spicewood 
Pkwy.

183

 Anderson Mill Rd.

10401 Anderson Mill Road, Ste. 110A
512-215-0898
www.hopnhappy.com
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-6 p.m., 
Sat. 10 a.m.-8 p.m., Sun. 11 a.m.-6 p.m.
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Eye Associates 
of Georgetown

107 Wagon Wheel Trail • Georgetown, TX 78628
Paige Quinlivan, O.D. David Quinlivan, O.D.

512-863-4400 • www.georgetowneye.com

Save the date  

Trunk Show

Friday 

October 9th

4907 Williams Dr. | Georgetown, TX  78633
www.legacyatgeorgetown.com

512.686.1694

Facil ity ID No. 105556

Every detail of Legacy at Georgetown has been 
crafted with our residents in mind, from our 
dedicated staff to our adaptive technology.  These 
details make our community the ideal choice for 
living in Georgetown. As a luxury assisted living 
and memory care community near Austin, Texas, 
our home is designed for the safety, comfort and 
happiness of each of our residents.

Call us today to schedule a tour and join us 
for lunch. You’ll see what makes Legacy at 
Georgetown the new standard for senior living.

Luxury living that exceeds expectations, 
     embodies tradition, and embraces tomorrow.
Luxury living that exceeds expectations, Luxury living that exceeds expectations, Luxury living that exceeds expectations, Luxury living that exceeds expectations, 
     embodies tradition, and embraces tomorrow.     embodies tradition, and embraces tomorrow.     embodies tradition, and embraces tomorrow.     embodies tradition, and embraces tomorrow.
Luxury living that exceeds expectations, 
     embodies tradition, and embraces tomorrow.

Welcome Home...

Highlands at Mayfield Ranch

This illustration is for planning purposes only, and subject to change without notice.

Amenity Center
0 20’ 40’

Scale: 1”= 20’

PHARIS DESIGN
PLANNING   LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

April 22, 2014
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www.HighlandsMayfieldRanch.com

New Homes from the $240’s in Round Rock, Texas!

Highland Homes
512-413-5982

Lennar Homes
512-774-8178

M/I Homes
512-265-0288

Sitterle Homes
512-960-3539

Experienced Builders

Close to Williamson County Park, 
Shopping and Entertainment

Exceptional Schools

Perfect Location

Expansive Amenities

Highly Acclaimed Georgetown ISD

Swimming Pool, Amenity Center 
and Community Parks

New Pool and Community Center Now Open!
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“Behind the scenes the 
architect has been doing an 
analysis internally [to deter-
mine] what the staff needs are 
and what the space needs are,” 
she said. “The next step would 
be presenting all of that infor-
mation to the council.”

Brewer said the plan is 
scheduled to be presented to 
City Council on Sept. 22.

“I like the idea of a central-
ized municipal campus. … I 
think it would benefit all of 
Georgetown,” said Rachael 
Jonrowe, District 6 City Coun-
cil member, whose district 
includes most of the down-
town area. “It’s good for citi-
zens, and [city] staff deserve 
to have a facility that will meet 
their needs rather than being 
crammed into older facilities.”

Centralized government
Along with relocating city 

offices into one centralized area, 
Capital Improvement Projects 
Manager Eric Johnson said the 
move will help city staffers be 
more efficient and effective.

“There is a synergy that is 
created when you put everyone 
together. … And the public can 
feel that,” he said, adding that 
the way city offices are spaced 

now can be inconvenient. 
The city currently has offices 

in five buildings throughout 
downtown, and some depart-
ments, including planning, have 
employees at separate offices 
throughout town, Brewer said. 

The first phase of the plan 
would redevelop the former 
library building and the George-
town Communication and Tech-
nology building to serve as City 
Hall and the city’s municipal 
court respectively, Brewer said.

Moving the court could also 
open up space to relocate the 
Visitors Center from its loca-
tion at 103 W. Seventh St. 

The plan’s $6.5 million first 
phase is included in the city’s fis-
cal year 2015-16 budget, which 
as of press time was expected 
to be approved Sept. 8, Brewer 
said. Funding for the plan comes 
from the sale of the former Alb-
ertsons building at Austin Ave-
nue and Williams Drive and 
the future sales of city-owned 
property. The plan is to sell city-
owned buildings closest to the 
Square, including the City Hall 
building and the Visitors Center 
building, she said.

“We’ve had previous City 
Council direction that not only 
do we want to consolidate ser-
vices, but also get the buildings 
that are closest to the Square back 
to more of a business use,” she 
said. “Get them back on the tax 

rolls and have them be office or a 
commercial use to help continue 
to drive the economic impact of 
the downtown.”

The plan’s second phase 
includes developing design 
and use concepts for the his-
toric Light and Waterworks 
Building as well as a proposed 
park/green space that could 
have an amphitheater and be 
used for events and smaller 
festivals. The green space could 
be located along West Eighth 
or Ninth street, she said. 

“We’re still using [the two-
phase] plan as our work plan,” 
Brewer said. “However, noth-
ing is set in stone. The coun-
cil will continue to review the 
plan going forward and deter-
mine what our next steps are.”

Johnson said once staff mem-
bers get City Council approval 
the city could move forward 
with drawing up construction 
schematics, which could take 
another six to eight weeks. 
Phase 1 would most likely be 
completed in 2018, he said.

Public input
During the first public input 

meeting July 15, some residents 
from the adjacent neighborhood 
expressed concerns about how 
Downtown West could affect 

their neighborhood, including 
increases in noise, traffic and 
parking issues.

Others also expressed concern 
about a lack of communication 
between the city and residents.

“No notices were sent to any 
of the communities, nor were 
they sent to the churches,” 
Georgetown resident Cassan-
dra Johnson said at the meet-
ing. “A lot of the people that 
make comments here are not 
saying ‘No’ to anything. It’s just 
we would like to have a voice so 
that we can help those that do 
not live here with the issues that 
we face when they are not here.”

After concerns about com-
munication were expressed, 
residents organized a commu-
nity meeting with city leaders, 
which Jonrowe said could help 
proactively address those issues.

“I’m hoping this is just the 
beginning of a good dialogue 
with those residents,” she said, 
adding that there needs to be 
long-term planning for the 
neighborhood to address the 
affect of Georgetown’s rapid 
growth. “We’ll see what the city 
can do to be proactive rather 
than reactive.” 

During the Aug. 12 pub-
lic meeting, members of the 
public presented ideas for 

DOWNTOWN WEST
roposedP

Downtown West, including 
increased parking enforcement 
and taking care of existing 
issues in the neighborhood.

“We’re not starting with zero,” 
one resident said. “Any change 
is on top of other changes 
already done. There is already a 
parking problem. We can [take 
care of that] today. We don’t 
have to wait for this to happen.”

Residents also suggested 
making sure the area and the 
buildings retain their historic 
context and improving pedes-
trian access from the Square. 

Brewer said city staff would 
continue to find solutions to cit-
izen concerns; however, she said 
she believes the plan will help 
city staff better serve the city’s 
residents and had opened com-
munication with some residents. 

“The public meetings allowed 
us to get to the heart of con-
cerns,” Brewer said. “It was a 
great way to open dialogue. … 
And we’ll end up with better 
communication and providing 
more information. That’s what 
government is here for.”

Deputy City Manager Laurie Brewer said the city’s Downtown West 
plan, which would relocate city offices from throughout the city into 
one centralized area. The plan will be presented to City Council at 
its Sept. 22 meeting. 

Designed by: Cierra Aiken

Source: city of Georgetown/Community Impact Newspaper                   

S.  Austin  Ave.

Church St.

Rock  St.

Forest  St.

M
ain  St.

8th St.

10th St.

Downtown West  
proposal

Downtown West
Continued from | 1

1. 816 S. Main St. 
Economic Development 
Public Communications 
Downtown and  
   Community Services

2. City Hall 
113 E. Eighth St. 
City Manager’s Office 
City Secretary’s Office 
Finance and Administration 
Human Resources

3. Visitors Center 
103 W. Seventh St. 
Convention & Visitors Bureau

4. 101 E. Seventh St. 
City Council Chambers 
Municipal Court

5. Georgetown  
Communications and  
Technology building 
510 W. Ninth St. 
Information Technology 
Legal Services 
Mapping and GIS

6. Light and  
Waterworks building 
809 Martin Luther King Jr. St. 
Former Police Department 
headquarters now vacant

7. Former library building 
808 Martin Luther King Jr. St. 
Vacant

Downtown West proposal*

S.  Austin  Ave.

Church St.

Rock  St.

Forest  St.

M
LK  St.

W
est  St.

M
ain  St.

8th St.

10th St.

Current offices

Current Offices
Phase 1

Planning is underway to 
determine what offices could go 
into each building; this list has 
not been finalized. 

A. City Hall 
808 Martin Luther King Jr. St. 
City Manager’s Office 
City Secretary’s Office 
Downtown and  
   Community Services  
Economic Development 
Finance and Administration 
Human Resources 
Legal Services
 

B. Georgetown 
Communications and 
Technology building  
510 W. Ninth St. 
Information Technology  
Mapping and GIS  
Municipal Court
 

C. 101 E. Seventh St. 
City Council Chambers 
Visitors Center 

Phase 2 

D. Light and Waterworks 
809 Martin Luther King Jr. St. 
Planning Department 
Public Communications

E. Green/event space 
Final location has not been 
selected

1

A

$

$

2

B

3

C

4

D

E

5

7 6
$

Parking lot

City buildings for sale

Green space

Downtown West

M
LK  St. Courthouse

Courthouse

Library

Library

W
est  St.

  *Project details are not final

What part of the Downtown West 
civic center plan would you like to 
see developed?

Take the poll online at  
communityimpact.com/geo-poll
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GRAND HAVEN HOMES is pleased  to offer exclusive 
home sites embraced by fairways and luxury homes with 
gorgeous finishes and highly-appointed distinctive
features. Incredible Hill Country Views, a Jack Nicklaus 
Signature golf course and a beautiful country club...
these are just a few reasons to visit Cimarron Hills today.

109 Blue Heron Lane  |  Georgetown
512-535-2096  |  www.grandhavenhomes.net

Come tour our move-in ready homes in Cimarron Hills today.Come tour our move-in ready homes in Cimarron Hills today.Come tour our move-in ready homes in Cimarron Hills today.Come tour our move-in ready homes in Cimarron Hills today.Come tour our move-in ready homes in Cimarron Hills today.Come tour our move-in ready homes in Cimarron Hills today.Come tour our move-in ready homes in Cimarron Hills today.Come tour our move-in ready homes in Cimarron Hills today.Come tour our move-in ready homes in Cimarron Hills today.Come tour our move-in ready homes in Cimarron Hills today.Come tour our move-in ready homes in Cimarron Hills today.Come tour our move-in ready homes in Cimarron Hills today.Come tour our move-in ready homes in Cimarron Hills today.Come tour our move-in ready homes in Cimarron Hills today.Come tour our move-in ready homes in Cimarron Hills today.

Cimarron Hills
Discover your 
     dream home in

At the Bunker Vein & Imaging Center, 
we take preventative action to diagnose and treat 

the underlying cause, so that you feel comfortable in your skin!

ROUND ROCK • 7200 WYOMING 
SPRINGS, STE. 1550

(512) 726-0599 • www.bunkerveins.com
REQUEST AN APPOINTMENT FOR A CONSULTATION!

DON’T LET THIS HAPPEN TO YOU!

Leading-edge care. Uncommon commitment. Beautiful results.Leading-edge care. Uncommon commitment. Beautiful results.

Most insurances accepted • Financing available • Open Saturdays • Se Habla Español

WESTLAKE • 2712 BEE CAVES 
ROAD, SUITE 122 • AUSTIN

N35

79

360
MOPAC

N

WYOMING 
SPRINGS

620

BEE CAVES RD.

The streets of downtown Conroe will come alive with 

 three days of continuous music on three stages 

  October 9-11 for the 26th Annual Conroe Cajun 

   Catfish Festival. The fun doesn’t stop at the gates 

    though. Unspoiled outdoors, rich Texas history, 

    and vibrant arts and culture scene provide 

     som     something for everyone.

I.N
-9

-l5



Georgetown Edition • September 2015 37

REAL ESTATE

The Katy Crossing neighborhood 
is located within walking distance 
of Cooper Elementary School and 
Forbes Middle School as well as a 
community park and playground. 

The neighborhood features 
homes ranging in size from  
1,292 to 3,120 square feet. The 
median home value is $190,000.

2

Homes on 
the market*

$4,390

Median annual 
property taxes

$190,000

Median 
home value

29

Average days on 
the market*

2

Homes under 
contract*

$109

Median price 
per square foot

78633

78626

78628
130
TOLL

29

35

Neighborhood data provided by 
Renee Jantzen  

Century 21 HS & Associates
512-818-8181  

reneejantzen@gmail.com

FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD RECENT LISTINGS

As of 9/2/15 As of 9/2/15

Katy Crossing

300 Bastian Lane  $214,999

4 Bedroom / 2.5 Bath  2,129 sq. ft.
Agent: Heather Smith  
Keller Williams Realty-RR   512-636-3994

707 River Bluff Circle  $249,999

3 Bedroom / 2 Bath  1,900 sq. ft.
Agent: Jay Warren  
Berkshire Hathaway TX Realty 512-864-5657

Recent listings

Build-out year: not built out

Builders include: D.R. Horton, Gavurnik 
Builders

Square footage: 1,292-3,120

Home values: $145,000-$317,000

HOA dues (estimated): $150 annually

Schools: Cooper Elementary School, Forbes 
Middle School, Georgetown High School
 

Property taxes (in dollars):

City of Georgetown   0.43400 
Williamson County   0.44653 
Williamson County FM/RD  0.04000 
Georgetown ISD   1.39800

Total (per $100 value)    2.31853

1124 Plateau Trail  $212,500

4 Bedroom / 2.5 Bath  1,826 sq. ft. 
Agent: Sarah Weaver   
Keller Williams Realty  913-515-9496 

1806 S. Main St.  $425,000

3 Bedroom / 4 Bath  3,725 sq. ft. 
Agent: Lauren Powell   
Kuper Sotheby’s International Realty  512-695-0679

www.1003e16th.com Walking distance to 
Georgetown Square!
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210 Summit Street 

LaSalle   $399,900 

304 Mill Pond Path 

Llano    $223,950 

104 Red Oak Circle 

Trinity  $309,950 

747 Armstrong Drive 
    Coronado    $419,950 

702 Texas Drive 

Maverick   $214,950 

124 Fox Home Lane 

DeVaca   $284,950 

113 Six Flags Drive 

  Brazos   $239,950 

111 Piedmont Lane 
  LaSalle   $415,000 

105 Painted Bunng Ln 

Colorado   $429,500 

   311 Dove Hollow Trail 
    Seguin   $219,900 

  101 Whispering Wind Dr 

    San Jacinto   $269,950 

202 Cathedral Mountain 
Vernon Hill   $336,950 

319 Monument Hill Tr 

Bayberry   $248,500 

400 Dove Hollow Trail 
Coronado   $489,000 

128 Summer Ridge Ln 

     DeLeon   $489,500 

113 Hill Country Dr 

Trinity   $304,950 
110 Honey Creek Trail 
Monterey   $189,950 

125 Blazing Star Dr. 
Williamson   $289,950 

236 Duck Creek Lane 

Bluon Ctg   $399,950 
306 Portsmouth Dr 

Monterey   $189,900 
115 Breckenridge St. 
Bayberry   $229,950 

709 Independence Creek 

   Surrey Crest   $289,900 
141 Lantana Drive 

        Salado  $379,950 
320 Portsmouth Dr. 
Monterey   $186,950 

609 Breezeway Lane 

DeLeon   $449,900 
269 Trail of the Flowers 

Long   $219,900 

284 Trail of the Flowers 

Burnet   $269,950 

124 Camp Drive 

      Travis   $339,950 

268 Trail of the Flowers 
Dickinson   $234,950 

237 Bonham Loop 

 Monterey   $179,950 

100 Hacienda Heights  
Houston   $309,000 

711 Shumard Peak Road 

Morningside   $429,500 
712 Breezeway Lane    
LaSalle   $359,950 

110 Camp Drive 

Dickinson   $235,000 
306 Palmeo Drive 

Coronado   $408,750 

307 Trail of the Flowers 

Crocke   $488,800 

109 Baylor Mountain Cv 

Copper Ridge   $319,950 

102 Tanager Trail 
Rio Grande  $468,950 





320 Crocke Loop 

Magnolia   $239,950 

121 Stockman Trail 
Burleson   $379,500 

See more of Pokey’s lisngs on 

    CHANNEL  8 





























104 Harness Lane 

 Williamson   $304,950 
302 Dove Hollow Tr 
 Lilefield  $199,950 
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Market Data
On the market  (August 2015)

Number of homes for sale/Average days on the market

Price Range 78626 78628 78633

$149,999 or less 2/28 1/39 —

$150,000-$199,999 17/47 4/16 9/39

$200,000-$299,999 57/52 41/78 63/61

$300,000-$399,999 20/84 94/93 53/65

$400,000-$499,999 9/102 52/132 54/91

$500,000-$599,999 4/175 16/68 26/126

$600,000-$799,999 3/108 26/118 10/96

$800,000-$999,999 2/578 8/76 4/105

$1 million+ 2/88 7/112 —

Price 78626 78628 78633

$400,000

$350,000

$300,000

$250,000

$200,000

$150,000

$100,000

Median price of homes sold  Aug. 2014 vs.  Aug. 2015

-5%

-13%+4.2%

REAL ESTATE

Recent Property Listings
ZIP code Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Price Sq. ft. Agent Agency Phone

78626 Berry Joseph Survey 1955 CR 103 5br/6ba $1,450,000 5,813 Russell Phillips Keller Williams Realty-GT 512-698-7877

78626 Crystal Knoll Terrace 803 Jasmine Trail 3br/2ba $155,000 1,449 Karen Miller Miller & Associates Realty LLC 512-635-5077

78626 Garcia MJ Survey 2020 CR 140  3br/2ba $249,000 1,680 Jack Beezley JB Goodwin, Realtors 512-820-1745

78626 Glasscock Addition 404 S. College St. 2br/1ba $99,000 624 Mary Jo Schoppa Keller Williams Realty-GT 512-864-4535

78626 Katy Crossing 707 River Bluff Circle 3br/2ba $249,999 1,900 Jay Warren Berkshire Hathaway TX Realty 512-864-5657

78626 La Conterra 107 Vallecito Drive 3br/2ba $185,000 1,332 Darrelyn Dyer Coldwell Banker United, Realtors 210-241-1780

78626 La Conterra 118 Mancos Drive 3br/2ba $219,900 1,912 Lou Cartwright Avalar Austin 512-413-1657

78626 La Conterra 1421 Crested Butte Way 5br/4ba $277,500 3,417 Jeff Sehon Realty Austin 512-695-2919

78626 Lord Addition 1807 Hogg St. 3br/2ba $215,000 1,320 David Snowberger Keller Williams Realty-GT 512-773-6461

78626 Parkview Estates 204 Gann St. 3br/2ba $199,745 1,717 Tish Fenley-Darey JB Goodwin, Realtors 512-422-1597

78626 Pinnacle 1124 Plateau Trail 4br/3ba $212,500 1,826 Sarah Weaver Keller Williams Realty 913-515-9496

78626 Pleasant Valley 1010 Brayden Cove 3br/2ba $185,000 1,449 Russell Phillips Keller Williams Realty-GT 512-698-7877

78626 South San Gabriel 903 W. 19th St. 4br/2ba $198,900 1,560 Jeanette Wright Coldwell Banker United, Realtors 512-565-1482

78628 Berry Creek 301 Champions Drive 5br/3ba $535,000 3,053 Jason Palos JB Goodwin, Realtors 512-791-0945

78628 Cimarron Hills 113 Dovetail Lane 5br/5ba $1,095,000 4,816 Jessica Bruehl Keller Williams Realty 512-532-5005

78628 Cimarron Hills 117 Dovetail Lane 4br/5ba $900,000 3,613 Russell Phillips Keller Williams Realty-GT 512-698-7877

78628 Cimarron Hills 113 Fishspear Lane 4br/5ba $949,900 4,431 Awilda Caberto Keller Williams Realty-RR 512-808-7313

78628 Falls San Gabriel 2719 Springwood Lane 4br/4ba $537,500 3,232 Nicole Scott Coldwell Banker United, Realtors 512-632-6790

78628 Georgetown Village 1109 Naranjo Drive 4br/3ba $343,058 2,736 Sarah McAloon Sisu Realty & Associates 512-791-7776

78628 Georgetown Village 1105 Naranjo Drive 4br/3ba $349,081 2,721 Sarah McAloon Sisu Realty & Associates 512-791-7776

78628 Georgetown Village 207 Rosedale Blvd. 5br/3ba $269,000 2,563 Lissette Padro JB Goodwin, Realtors 512-591-5483

78628 Oakcrest Ranchettes 302 Richland Lane 4br/3ba $439,500 3,100 Lena Lansdale Keller Williams Realty-GT 512-818-0229

78628 Oaks at San Gabirel 1701 Cherry Glade Trail 3br/2ba $378,400 2,269 Sarah McAloon Sisu Realty & Associates 512-791-7776

78628 Parkside at Mayfield Ranch 657 Purtis Creek Lane 5br/3ba $385,000 3,296 Leslie Erickson Keller Williams Realty-RR 512-434-9770

78628 Reata Trails 901 Stagecoach Drive 3br/2ba $229,900 1,914 Diane Waters Keller Williams Realty-RR 512-657-4750

78628 Reserve at Berry Creek 519 Sarazen Loop 4br/4ba $625,000 4,331 Irene Tai-Cheung Mars Hill Realty Group 512-213-9282

78633

78626

78628
130
TOLL

29

35

903 W. 19th St. 

657 Purtis Creek Lane
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REAL ESTATE

Recent Property Listings

308 Oak Branch Drive

106 Grapevine Lane

619 Sheldon Lake Drive

Residential real estate listings added to the market between 8/15/15 and 9/1/15 were provided by the Austin Board of Realtors, www.abor.com. Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this listing, Community 
Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

ZIP code Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Price Sq. ft. Agent Agency Phone

78628 River Bend 3005 Parker Drive 3br/3ba $234,500 1,876 Judith Copple Keller Williams Realty-RR 512-864-2500

78628 River Ridge 400 River Down Road 4br/3ba $395,000 2,739 Kim Sanders Keller Williams Realty-GT 512-869-9699

78628 Serenada Country Estates 222 Sinuso Drive 3br/2ba $235,000 1,593 Julie Ainsworth Keller Williams Realty-GT 512-826-4841

78628 Serenada West 4205 Madrid Drive 4br/3ba $329,000 2,290 Russell Phillips Keller Williams Realty-GT 512-698-7877

78628 Turtle Bend 204 Turtle Bend 3br/2ba $255,000 2,024 Mary Jo Schoppa Keller Williams Realty-GT 512-864-4535

78628 Villages Berry Creek 7834 Squirrel Hollow Drive 4br/3ba $228,000 2,645 Lauryl Kays Keller Williams Realty-GT 512-635-1001

78628 Woods at Berry Creek 123 Fairwood Drive 3br/2ba $269,990 1,963 Susan Hershey Keller Williams Realty-GT 512-818-0429

78633 Farris Ranch 550 Farris Ranch Road 5br/3ba $475,000 4,182 Jack Stanley RE/MAX 1 512-337-0260

78633 Georgetown Village 339 Sycamore St. 3br/2ba $249,900 1,904 Lissette Padro JB Goodwin, Realtors 512-591-5483

78633 Giles Estates 207 E. Ridgewood Road 5br/2ba $319,900 2,089 Suzette Gabriel RE/MAX Centx Assoc. 512-635-1197

78633 Heritage Oaks 930 Big Thicket St. 2br/2ba $269,900 1,775 Annette Wilson RE/MAX Centx Assoc. 512-784-8690

78633 Shady Oaks Estates 308 Oak Branch Drive 4br/4ba $560,000 2,585 Marion Lamantia Keller Williams Realty-GT 512-763-9178

78633 Sun City 306 Portsmouth Drive 2br/2ba $189,900 1,426 Pokey Delwaide ERA Colonial Real Estate 512-818-9300

78633 Sun City 308 Cooper Lake Drive 2br/2ba $299,000 1,712 Charlotte Hohensee The Stacy Group 512-868-7248

78633 Sun City 111 Wild Plum Circle 2br/3ba $325,000 2,097 Virginia Lazenby ERA Colonial Real Estate 512-818-0988

78633 Sun City 116 Hill Country Drive 2br/3ba $385,000 2,653 Cay Melanson The Stacy Group 512-966-0295

78633 Sun City 106 Sandpiper Cove 2br/2ba $260,000 1,621 Terri Butt Keller Williams Realty-GT 512-635-4434

78633 Sun City 105 Trail of the Flowers 2br/3ba $385,000 2,643 Marilyn Migliorini ERA Colonial Real Estate 512-825-5485

78633 Sun City 747 Armstrong Drive 4br/2ba $419,950 2,750 Pokey Delwaide ERA Colonial Real Estate 512-818-9300

78633 Sun City 130 Portsmouth Drive 2br/2ba $185,000 1,426 Lon Russell The Stacy Group 512-608-8001

78633 Sun City 104 Bowie Circle 2br/2ba $189,000 1,426 Jane McKinney Urban Homes and Land 512-590-9411

78633 Sun City 617 Breezeway Lane 4br/2ba $432,000 2,750 Kelly Katsus ERA Colonial Real Estate 512-966-5341

78633 Sun City 106 Grapevine Lane 2br/2ba $238,000 1,654 Cay Melanson The Stacy Group 512-966-0295

78633 Sun City 103 Grapevine Lane 2br/2ba $199,000 1,546 Cynthia Kelly ERA Colonial Real Estate 512-948-6088

78633 Sun City 107 Sotol Pass 2br/2ba $229,500 1,550 Lon Russell The Stacy Group 512-608-8001

78633 Sun City 509 Lake Sommerville Trail 2br/2ba $330,000 1,833 McKinsey Tutor Realty Austin 512-630-5369

78633 Sun City 709 Independence Creek Lane 2br/2ba $289,950 1,712 Pokey Delwaide ERA Colonial Real Estate 512-818-9300

78633 Sun City 103 Gaillardia Way 2br/2ba $343,000 2,022 Mark Clausen Realty Austin 512-853-0846

78633 Sun City 114 Plover Pass 1br/1ba $159,000 931 Virginia Lazenby ERA Colonial Real Estate 512-818-0988

78633 Sun City 121 Stockman Trail 2br/2ba $379,500 2,470 Pokey Delwaide ERA Colonial Real Estate 512-818-9300

78633 Sun City 107 Scurry Pass 2br/2ba $225,000 1,653 Darin Grigsby Coldwell Banker United, Realtors 512-818-0393

78633 Sun City 306 Dove Hollow Trail 3br/2ba $337,000 1,994 Marilyn Migliorini ERA Colonial Real Estate 512-825-5485

78633 Sun City 619 Sheldon Lake Drive 2br/2ba $295,000 1,624 Lon Russell The Stacy Group 512-608-8001

78633 Tuscany Villas 108 Bella Vista 3br/3ba $539,900 3,288 Vicki Duran Berkshire Hathaway TX Realty 512-845-6626

78633 Woodland Park 112 Walnut Tree Loop 3br/3ba $474,900 3,094 Diane Waters Keller Williams Realty-RR 512-657-4750

78633 Woods Fountainwood 105 Diamond Trail 4br/4ba $585,000 4,250 Russell Phillips Keller Williams Realty-GT 512-698-7877

78633 Woods Fountainwood 125 Roberts Circle 4br/3ba $460,000 3,115 Karen Stearns ERA Colonial Real Estate 512-750-9005

78633

78626

78628
130
TOLL
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WESTERN OAK REALTY, PLLC 
Sales, Leasing, Investor Specialist

The Real Estate Whiz
How can you 
afford to list my 
home for sale at 
4%? My broker 
friend says you 
must cut corners.

Well, that is what a “top heavy” fi rm would say. My company 
is one of the new “boutique” brokerages: Internet/social media 
marketing savvy supported by awesome “smart” software and 
very low overhead. There is no “cut” except in the listing fee. 
Remember, I pay all agents out of the 4% and I never have a 
junior staff member return your call. Come back to excellent 
service for less.

Q: A:

Email or call with questions
Pamela Mehl, Owner/Realtor©/30 Years Experience/Native Texan
Free Market Analysis this month! Call today! 
Propertymanager4you@yahoo.com • 512.872.5971

• ONLY 8% PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT RATE 
WITH MULTI-UNIT 
DISCOUNT

• OLD SCHOOL PERSONAL 
SERVICE V/S THE “TEAM” 
CONCEPT: I KNOW YOUR 
FILE AND I ANSWER MY 
PHONE!

• UNIQUE “FOR SALE” 
LISTING RATE OF 4% 
FOR LIMITED TIME

W

Western Oak Realty, PLLC Property Management and Sales Presents

The Real Estate Whiz

WEEKLY SHOUTOUT: To Sandra Lefler, Esq., my attorney 
recommendation. Efficient, smart, responsive.

 Q: I own a rental house in Sun City without keyless deadbolts, but I do 
have peepholes, regular deadbolts and pins in the slider doors. Am I in 
compliance with Texas Property Code? 
 A: You are NOT compliant unless your tenants are all 55 years of age 
or older and have submitted in writing that they do not want the keyless 
deadbolts. Please check your file right away to make sure this is done.

Pamela Mehl, The Real Estate Whiz 
at Western Oak Realty. 
Propertymanager4you@yahoo.com
512-872-5971
8% property management fee 
available to the first 10 readers!

Email or call with questions

Scenic Realty, Broker
Boutique real estate fi rm delivering prompt and effi cient service

RR

University Oaks
Shopping Center

201 University Oaks Blvd. #790

512-610-3990

Same Great Staff Same Great Service!
New Balance Round Rock is now Karavel Shoes. Featuring more brands, 

more styles & more sizes than ever before. 

*Regular or clearance priced shoes. Temp 
sales excluded. Not valid with other coupons 

or discounts. Some exclusions apply 
Expires: 10/17/15

Here’s a REALLY Good Deal on Shoes!
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At Seton, people are at the heart of everything we do. Our newest teaching hospital will refl ect that. We’re 
building Dell Seton Medical Center at The University of Texas in collaboration with The University of Texas 
Dell Medical School, creating a place where doctors, teachers, nurses and our community can work together 
to fi nd better ways to care. Honestly, it’s not rocket science. It’s just people science. Welcome to Humancare.

Seton.net/Humancare


