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Southwestern expecting 
largest incoming class

Student populace booms

Routes would connect suburbs 
to Austin, activity centers

Regional transit 
plan to provide 
travel choices

Capital Metro’s Express bus service currently stops at the Tech Ridge Park & Ride, but newly released transit 
maps indicate service could be expanded farther north to Pflugerville, Round Rock and Georgetown.

By Amy Denney
Key regional public transit players have 

nailed down the framework for a long-term 
plan designed to give residents a variety of 
options for traveling throughout Central Texas.

Dubbed Project Connect, the $4 billion 
plan would include urban, commuter and 
regional rail as well as a variety of bus ser-
vices. The goal of Project Connect is to pro-
vide residents with choices when traveling 
regionally and to improve mobility.

Todd Hemingson, Capital Metro’s vice 
president of strategic planning and develop-
ment, said one of the reasons Project Con-
nect came about was to build a consensus 
around a single vision for transit rather than 
implementing plans piecemeal.

“To the degree that the whole region can 
unite behind a common plan, we’re all much 
better off,” Hemingson said.

Georgetown City Councilwoman Patty 
Eason said that the region’s economic devel-
opment relies on being able to effectively and 
efficiently move people, goods and services 
and that the area needs a multimodal trans-
portation strategy to stay connected.

“It’s been clearly determined that highways 
can’t be the only answer, not only because of 

the expense involved, but there’s just no room 
to keep expanding,” she said.

System-level plan
The Capital Area Metropolitan Planning 

Organization—which is responsible for coor-
dinating regional transportation planning in 
Bastrop, Burnet, Caldwell, Hays, Travis and 
Williamson counties—created the Transit 
Working Group in 2007 to evaluate and pro-
vide input on regional transportation plans 
such as Project Connect.

The TWG consists of Central Texas stake-
holders such as elected officials and rep-
resentatives from cities and organizations. 
Its members include TWG Chairman and 

By Beth Wade
As Southwestern University 

welcomes its 15th president, 
Edward Burger, in July, the lib-
eral arts college is also gearing 
up to welcome a record-breaking 
number of first-year students.

Dave Voskuil, Southwest-
ern University vice president 
of enrollment services, said the 
school currently has about 500 
students who have paid deposits 

to enroll in the school for the first 
time this fall, which is almost 150 
more than the previous year. 

“Our first-year student enroll-
ment has grown, and it will be 
the largest first-year student class 
that we will have,” Voskuil said. 
“Part of that is, of course, due to 
the implementation of football 
here at Southwestern. … We are 
also adding women’s lacrosse. … 
And the rest of that is growth of 
our mainstream students. Even 
without football and women’s 

Austin Mayor Lee Leffingwell, Round Rock 
Mayor Alan McGraw and Sid Covington, 
chairman of the Lone Star Rail District exec-
utive committee.

On June 7, the TWG approved the frame-
work for funding, organizing and mapping 
out the vision of Project Connect. The plan 
ultimately will go to CAMPO for approval 
and inclusion in its 2040 long-range plan.

Georgetown Transportation Services 
Director Ed Polasek said the region does not 
have a generation that grew up on transit and 
is used to using it.

“The biggest issue is capacity on [I-35], and 
the biggest challenge is the willingness [of 
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See Southwestern | 25

dave Voskuil, Southwestern University vice president of 
enrollment services, said the school is expecting to set an 

enrollment record this fall with its largest class of incoming first-year 
students. in 2010 the university began implementing a strategic plan 
to increase its student population to about 1,500 students, and in fall 
2013 the university is expected to meet that goal about two years 
earlier than anticipated, he said. 

2013–14   1,525*      500*  42**
2012–13  1,394      357  37
2011–12  1,372      344  45
2010–11  1,301      383  51
2009–10  1,270      375  25
2008–09  1,294      349  28

Southwestern University enrollment

School year ToTal FirST-year TranSFer

*estimated
**number of students who paid deposits as of May. 
Voskuil said the school anticipates 60–70 transfer 
students this fall.
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EMERGENCY CARE AT 
EMERGENCY SPEED

EMERGENCY CARE AT 
EMERGENCY SPEED

EMERGENCY CARE AT 
EMERGENCY SPEED

EMERGENCY CARE AT 
EMERGENCY SPEED

In emergency care, the need for speed is critical. St. David’s offers instant access to our Emergency Room wait times. Just scan the QR code with 
your smartphone and in no time you’ll know the current approximate wait time at the St. David’s ER nearest you. St. David’s ER professionals 
are specially trained to provide the highest level of emergency care available — to make you well again. Without making you wait.

For a FREE physician referral, or to speak with a Registered Nurse about your health questions 24/7, please call (512) 478-3627  

or (888) 868-2104.

Check E.R. Wait Times Before You Leave Home. 

12-SDM-0793 Campaign Print Ad_Georgetown.indd   1 10/23/12   2:40 PM
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Homecare by Angels
At Visiting Angels, we know that it isn’t easy to make the decision to invite a stranger into your 
home to provide non-medical homecare. If the idea of moving a loved one into a retirement 
community or nursing home seems premature, then consider the affordable and more comfortable 
solution: A Visiting Angel.

Visiting Angels allows seniors to stay in the familiarity of their own homes by providing the 
compassionate support they need to stay independent.

Serving:

Georgetown

Round Rock

Austin

Cedar Park

P� ugerville

Taylor

Home Care Services Include
Meal Preparation | Hygiene Assistance | Light Housekeeping | Errands, Shopping, Walks

Medication Reminders | Affordable Hourly Rates | 1 to 24 Hour Care

Temporary or Long term | Weekends, Holidays | Respite for Family Caregivers

Rewarding Companionship | Transportation | Free Assessment | No Contract

America’s Choice in Homecare

(877) 907-5078
202 South Austin Avenue #106  •  Georgetown, TX 78626  •  www.WilcoAngels.com

Locally Owned 
and Operated



Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com4  news

THE 
RICHARDS 
GROUP 
TRG JOB #:  
SWH-13-0020
CLIENT: 
Scott&White
Healthcare
TITLE: 
Brand Print 
Deirdra-Full Page
Revised: 6/24
PUB: 
Community 
Impact-Round 
Rock
INSERTS: 
July 2013
TRIM: 
10" x 12.25" 
LIVE:  
9.5" x 11.75" 
BLEED:  
N/A
LINE SCREEN: 
SNAP
COLOR: CMYK 
FOR QUESTIONS
CALL: 
Karen Newman
214.891.5875

Teamwork helped Deirdra win an uphill battle.

After years of neglecting her health, Deirdra was diagnosed with high blood pressure by our 
ER team at Scott & White Healthcare. Her primary care doctor encouraged her to get in 
shape and helped monitor her progress along the way. With support and motivation from her 
care team, she eventually lost 125 pounds. Working toward a common goal, they helped 
Deirdra attain heights that once seemed out of reach. Learn more at workingasone.sw.org.

SWH130020 Deirdra 10x12.25_r1.indd   1 6/24/13   3:22 PM
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Transportation has 
become a hot topic 
in Georgetown, most 
recently June 25 with 
City Council’s decision 
to leave the Lone Star 
Rail District, a planned 
passenger rail service 
from Georgetown to 
San Antonio. 

The 6-1 decision to 
drop the city’s member-
ship came after more 

than four hours of public comment and discussion 
from council members. 

While people on both sides of the issue argued their 
points of view, most could agree that traffic on I-35 is 
an issue that needs serious consideration. 

Whether that solution includes rail, more roads, 
toll roads, highways, express buses or a combination 
of transportation options, local planning groups and 

cities have joined together through Project Connect to 
discuss how to improve the traffic situation and offer 
Central Texas residents a choice in how they commute. 
You can read more about Project Connect on Page 1.

The issue of transit will continue to be a part of the 
council’s upcoming budget discussions as council mem-
bers are asked to consider a public transportation plan. 

Because of the city was designated as part of the Austin 
urbanized area by the U.S. Census Bureau in 2012, the 
Capital Area Rural Transportation System is expected to 
end its on-demand bus service in the city Aug. 30.

City staff has proposed a five-year plan that would 
replace that service and could eventually lead to a 
fixed-route bus service.

Whatever your opinion is on public transit or rail, 
it’s important to take part in the discussion and let 
your voice be heard.

COmmUNITy FEEDBACk
TAke The pOll lAsT mOnTh’s pOll ResulTs

Do you think city council should have 
left the lone Star rail District?

  yes, i agree with the decision by City Council

  yes, i think the city should leave the district but reconsider  
       its membership in the future

  yes, the city should consider other rail options

  no, i believe the city should stay in the district

  no, but i wouldn’t be against leaving the district in the  
      future

  no opinion

  Take the poll online at impactnews.com/geo-poll

Look for the results right here in next month’s print edition of 
Community Impact Newspaper.

What do you think is the benefit of 
the district’s career and technology 
programs?

All of the above 

  75% 
Allows students to explore different career paths

  20% 

Prepares students for immediate job placement

  5% 

offers students a way to make more money while pursuing 
further education

 0%
results from an unscientific web survey collected 06/07/13–07/01/13

in this edition, our front-page story, “regional transit plan to pro-
vide travel choices,” gives an in-depth look at Project Connect, 
a long-term transit plan that includes urban, commuter and 
regional rail as well as a variety of bus services. the story also 
includes information about the Lone Star rail district, a planned 
passenger rail service from Georgetown to San Antonio. on 
June 25, Georgetown City Council voted to leave the district.

in last month’s front-page story, “officials say district’s 
budget has ‘stabilized,’” Georgetown iSd Superintendent 
Joe dan Lee discussed offering new career and technology 
education programs.

Come Let Our Dream Team Create Your Dream Smiles!

$120
EXAM, ROUTINE X-RAYS & 

ROUTINE CLEANING 
$236 VALUE 

$250
CUSTOM TEETH  WHITENING

$300
DISCOUNT FOR FULL 

ORTHODONTICS

NEW PATIENT SPECIALS:
*LIMIT ONE PER PERSON/WITHOUT 
DENTAL INSURANCE
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Lake Georgetown

University Ave.

offers manicures and pedicures, waxing, 
tanning and facials using as many organic 
products as possible. Swimwear and locally 
produced items, such as jewelry and 
Western wear, are also available.  
512-864-3600. www.mybeachbodies.com 

5  Zydeco Ice owners Jay and Patricia 
Crampton recently opened a Twice the Ice 
location at 2100 S. Austin Ave. The location 
next to Pittsburgh Paints is open 24 hours 
daily and offers options for 16 pounds or 
20 pounds of ice. www.twicetheice.com

Owner Garrett Ashby opened a 
Georgetown branch of BMI Pest 
Management on June 3. The company 
offers pest, rodent and termite control 
services. The company’s Temple 
headquarters will still manage the 
Georgetown operations, however Ashby 
said a Georgetown office could open within 
a year. 512-863-7378. www.bmipest.com 

Barb and Steve Johnston launched a 
Georgetown branch of Wine Shop at 
Home in April. Wine Shop at Home offers 
in-home tastings for up to 16 people of 
handcrafted, artisan wines from a Napa 
Valley–based winery. 512-591-7594.  
www.wineshopathome.com/barbjohnston

Tim Urban opened Urban Landforms 
in April. The business offers landscape 
architecture services for commercial, 
residential and municipal landscaping 
projects and works with an array of 
engineers and architects. 512-820-1186. 
www.urbanlandforms.com

Aroma and Flora owner Kirby Maggard 
started doing business with the specialty 
floral shop in June. The home-based 
shop provides floral arrangements and 
offers consulting, design, installation and 
maintenance services for flower beds and 
container plants. 512-736-2885.  
www.aromaandflora.com

Coming Soon

6  The Legacy at Georgetown, 4907 
Williams Drive, will host an RSVP-only 

Now Open

1  ThunderCloud Subs opened at 
814 S. Main St. on June 17. The Austin-
based sub sandwich shop purchased the 
3,000-square-foot former fire station bay 
building in August 2012, and the eatery 
seats 48 people and offers outdoor seating 
options. 512-869-8806. 
www.thundercloud.com 

2  Heather Steinkuehler opened The 
BearanStein Estate, an event venue at 
551 Windmill Ranch Road, on July 1. The 
17-acre estate hosts indoor or outdoor 
events and provides tables and chairs for 
up to 150 people. A wedding showcase 
and open house will take place July 18, 
and a grand opening party will be held 
July 21. 254-793-2012.  
www.thebearansteinestate.com

3  Assistant Branch Manager Todd West 
opened a new Liberty Mutual Insurance 
branch at 1103 Rivery Blvd., Ste. 170, on 
April 1. Liberty Mutual offers auto, home 
and life insurance policies. 512-591-2172.  
www.libertymutual.com 

4  Owner Diane Frazier opened Beach 
Bodies at 4106 Williams Drive, Ste. 102, 
on July 9. The beach-themed salon 

iMPacTS
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San Gabriel Village Blvd.

Dr. Craig P. Torres D.D.S., Endodontist
Board Certi� ed
(COL US Army Dental Corps RET)

• Non-surgical root canal therapy
• Root canal retreatments
• Root canal surgery

Call for an appointment 868-5999
Advanced Technology
CEREC (one day all ceramic crowns)
Endodontic Microscopes
Digital radiography/photography
Oral/nitrous sedation

Torres-Dental-Specialties.com

Dr. Gloria T. Torres D.D.S., Prosthodontist
(LTC US Army Dental Corps RET)

• Restorative Dentistry
• Cosmetic Dentistry
• Full mouth reconstruction

(severe wear/malocclusions)
• Complex esthetic and functional cases
• Dental implants
• Dentures / partial dentures

44 years of combined experience
(Retired Army Dentists)

4402 Williams Drive, Suite 104 • Georgetown, TX • Hours M-F 8-5 • Most insurance accepted

4th St.

3rd St.

2nd St.

11
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ribbon-cutting ceremony at 5:15 p.m. 
July 18. The assisted-living and memory-
care facility is expected to begin 
accepting residents in August.  
512-686-1694.  
www.legacyatgeorgetown.com

7  An Interstate Battery store is 
scheduled to open at 1003 W. University 
Ave., Ste. 120, between Mama Fu’s and 
The Vitamin Shoppe, on July 29. The store 
will offer a variety of batteries, including 
Interstate Battery products, car, boat, 
alkaline, cell phone and laptop batteries. 
Interstate Battery also accepts batteries 
for recycling at no charge. 512-955-2165. 
www.interstatebatteries.com 

8  Georgetown Pediatric Dentistry 
hosted a ground breaking June 26 for its 
new office at 4507 Williams Drive. The 
new 10,000-square-foot office is expected 
to open in December and eventually will 
allow the office to hire new dentists.  
512-869-4100.  
www.georgetownpediatricdentistry.com

9  Jason and Yvette Hall plan to open 
Sedro Trail Assisted Living and Memory 
Care at 292 Sedro Trail on Sept. 1. The 
residential-style assisted-living facility is 
located 1 mile outside Sun City and will 
serve seven to eight residents. 
www.sedrotrailassistedliving.com 

10  Construction on the Hat Creek 
Burger Co. Georgetown location began 
in early June. The 3,400-square-foot 
restaurant, located at the corner of 
Austin Avenue and San Gabriel Village 
Boulevard, is expected to open in 
November or December, owner Drew 
Gressett said. www.hatcreekburgers.com

New Ownership

11  New Braunfels Real Deals franchise 
owner Jean Morris took over ownership of 
the store’s Georgetown franchise location 
at 202 S. Austin Ave., Ste. 104, on July 1. 
The home decor store will be closed as 
Morris moves merchandise from her 
previous location in New Braunfels to the 
Georgetown store. A grand reopening is 
scheduled for Aug. 1, she said.  
830-822-6906. www.realdeals.net,  
www.facebook.com/realdealsgeorgetown

Expansions

mPracticePlus, a medical billing 
and practice management company, 
announced June 18 it would triple its staff 
to keep pace with its service expansion. 
The company added employees to fill 
its new accounting, credentialing and 
specialty consulting divisions.  
877-582-6221. www.mpracticeplus.com

 

Closings

12  Hippie Cowgirl, 4701 Williams Drive, 
Bldg. 3, closed its doors at the end of June 
after five years in business. 

In the News

13  The city of Georgetown is accepting 
applications to fill a new vacancy on 
the Library Advisory Board. The 
board is made up of citizens, and the 
vacant position’s term begins Sept. 1. 
Applications are due Aug. 1 and may be 
picked up at the city secretary’s office, 
located at 113 E. Eighth St., or online at 
https://georgetown.org. 512-930-3652

14  Applications to take part in the 
Georgetown Police Department’s 12-week 
Citizens Police Academy are due July 
31. Classes begin Aug. 8 and cover daily 
activities of GPD. Sessions take place 
Thursdays from 6:30–9 p.m. Applications 
are available at the police department, 809 
Martin Luther King Jr. St., or online at 
www.files.georgetown.org/citizens-police-
academy-application. Contact GPD Lt. 
Jim Seals at 512-930-2588, or Volunteer 
Coordinator Linda Lipscomb at  
512-930-8457 or  
linda.lipscomb@georgetown.org.

news or questions about Georgetown? 
email geonews@impactnews.com.

Compiled by Audrey Spencer and Elissa Stanton   

A ThunderCloud Subs location opened at 814 S. 
Main St. on June 17. 

1

The Legacy at Georgetown, an assisted-living fa-
cility, will host a ribbon-cutting ceremony July 18. 
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4402 Williams Dr., Ste. 106 • Georgetown, Texas 78628 • 512-869-4100

Georgetown Pediatric Dentistry & Orthodontics

WWW.GTOWNKIDS.COM

KENNY HAVARD, DDS     |    TRAVIS HILDEBRAND, DDS     |    STEVE WOOD, DDS MS

H av e  yo u r  c a k e 
a n d  e at  i t  to o!
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Lakeway bridge replacement on schedule
Intersections, exit ramp also to be reconstructed by 2014

By Audrey Spencer 
A portion of N.E. Inner Loop has been 

closed for more than a month as work 
to replace the Lakeway Drive bridge and 
realign the intersection of Lakeway Drive 
and Austin Avenue continues.

Austin Avenue traffic has been reduced 
to one lane in each direction for about 
a quarter of a mile south of Lakeway 
Drive to Industrial Park Circle, said Kelli 
Reyna, Texas Department of Transporta-
tion spokeswoman. Drainage work and 
intersection reconstruction are expected to 
continue through July. 

“Inner Loop is still looking to be 
detoured into October this year,” Reyna 
said. “They’re working to rebuild the 
intersection there at Lakeway Drive … to 
realign and widen the new bridge.”

Two intersections—where Lakeway 
Drive ties into the southbound I-35 front-
age road, and the intersection of Lakeway 
Drive and Austin Avenue—will be rebuilt 
by spring 2014, Reyna said. 

The exit ramp for Lakeway Drive off 
northbound I-35 was realigned about half a 
mile south of N.E. Inner Loop to give more 
space between the exit ramp and the traffic 
signal at the Austin Avenue intersection, 

TranSPorTaTion

Reyna said.
While the quarter-mile stretch of N.E. 

Inner Loop is closed, motorists must 
detour to Old Airport Road, or CR 151, 
according to a TxDOT news release. 

A 2011 news release from the city of 
Georgetown called the current bridge a 
“functionally obsolete two-lane structure” 
that was built “at a skewed angle [with] 
steep inclines that limit sight distances.” 

The replacement of the Lakeway Drive 
bridge faced delays in December 2012 when 
the original contractor, Ballenger Con-
struction Co., went bankrupt. However, 
Chasco Constructors of Round Rock took 
over the project in April of this year, and 
the bridge is still anticipated to be com-
pleted in October. 

While the bridge is expected to improve 
access to Georgetown High School, city 
officials have also said safety concerns were 
a primary reason to replace the bridge. 

Once completed, the new bridge will have 
six lanes, including one dedicated left-turn 
lane in each direction, to help accommodate 
traffic growth in the area, Reyna said.

The bridge will also serve as an alternate 
to using Williams Drive to access down-
town Georgetown, Transportation Services 
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Director Ed Polasek said.
Polasek also said he did not anticipate the 

construction would have an impact on GHS 
traffic when school starts again in August.

“When it’s done, it’s going to double 
[traffic flow] over that intersection,” 
Polasek said. “It will also kind of open 
the northwest corridor for development 

potential and provide improved access to 
downtown and to the airport.” 

The total cost of the bridge replacement is 
estimated to be $10.25 million, including  
$2 million from TxDOT for utility reloca-
tions, $5.75 million in federal funding and 
$2.5 million from the Georgetown Trans-
portation Enhancement Corp. 

35

Source: Kelli Reyna, TxDOT

industrial Park Cir.

old Airport road serves as the 
detour route for n.e. inner Loop 
traffic. Austin Avenue will still be 
accessible from the west during 
construction. 

Austin Avenue has been reduced 
to a single lane in each direction 
for about a quarter mile south of 
the construction zone. 

A quarter-mile section of n.e. 
inner Loop will be closed until the 
bridge is complete.

the new six-lane Lakeway drive 
bridge will have less of a curve to 
it than the current bridge. 

Construction to replace the 
Lakeway drive bridge, rebuild 
two intersections and realign the 
Lakway drive exit ramp began in 
January 2012 and is slated to be 
completed by spring 2014. 

Lakeway Dr.Lakeway Dr. 
construction continues

w w w. F i r s t Te x a s B a n k . n e t

Modern Technology
hometown spirit

Georgetown
900 S. Austin Ave.
512-863-2567

5321 Williams Dr.
512-869-8910

Pflugerville
1600 West Pecan
 512-251-7889

Cedar Park
1901 Bagdad Rd.
512-259-2443

Round Rock
500 Round Rock Ave.
512-255-2501

Brushy Creek
7509 O’Connor Dr.
512-246-6010

Sun City
480 Del Webb Blvd.
512-864-0379

Liberty Hill
721 Highway 183
512-778-5757

WHO’S TEACHING WHO? LOL :)
  When it comes to 
understanding computers and 
technology, all generations 
appreciate an application that 
is easy to use.  You’ll find that 
it doesn’t take long to catch 
on to our Online Banking or 
Mobile App.  They’re very 
convenient and you can bank 
from just about anywhere.

SERVING CENTRAL TEXAS 
FOR OVER 40 YEARS

Austin Oral Surgery provides a 

full range of oral and maxillofacial 

surgery services, including 

wisdom teeth removal and dental 

implants.

Visit us at

AustinOralSurgery.com

WELCOMING
JEREMY D. LELAND 
DDS, MD
TO GEORGETOWN 
AND TEMPLE

GEORGETOWN 
512.869.0529

TEMPLE 
254.771.1167
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ciTy & coUnTy
News from Georgetown and Williamson County Compiled by Audrey Spencer and Beth Wade 

Texas Life-sciences Collaboration Center 
breaks ground June 27 on third building 

Hellmann planning to 
step down from City 
Council after moveGEORGETOWN The Texas Life-sci-

ences Collaboration Center broke ground 
June 27 on a new 15,000-square-foot 
building.

TLCC will seek a Good Manufactur-
ing Practices certification for the building 
from the Food and Drug Administra-
tion, meaning the FDA could approve the 
building for pharmaceutical development.

The building will be built by George-
town Rail Equipment Co., which has 
partnered with TLCC to provide the 

infrastructure for the collaboration cen-
ter’s member companies. The building 
will also include additional wet lab space, 
according to a news release.

The building is the center’s third and 
will allow room for member companies 
to expand, TLCC Executive Director 
Michael Douglas said.

TLCC was founded in 2007 in partner-
ship with the city of Georgetown, South-
western University and the Georgetown 
Chamber of Commerce.

WIllIAmSON COUNTy U.S. Sen. 
John Cornyn, R-Texas, and U.S. Rep. 
John Carter, R-Round Rock, sent a let-
ter June 28 to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service to request a six-month exten-
sion for the proposed listing of four 
salamander species in Central Texas as 
endangered or threatened, according to 
a news release.

The letter said: “We have been work-
ing closely with the Williamson County 
Conservation Foundation and other 
stakeholders on the proposed listing, 
and we believe that there is significant 
disagreement regarding the sufficiency 
and accuracy of the scientific informa-
tion that the service is using to make a 
listing determination.”

The possible decision to add the Jolly-
ville Plateau, Georgetown, Austin Blind 
and Salado salamanders to the federal 
endangered species list has drawn oppo-
sition from local residents and leaders.

The final listing decision is currently 
set for Aug. 22.

GEORGETOWN 
District 2 Coun-
cilman Troy 
Hellmann said he 
plans to step down 
from City Council 
later this summer. 

Hellmann 
said he is build-
ing a house in 
the Georgetown 
Village neighbor-

hood, which is part of District 5. He 
and his family will move once con-
struction is completed, which could be 
mid-August, he said.

“I’m sad. I would like to stay, but the 
rules are the rules,” Hellmann said. “It’s 
been an honor and a privilege to serve 
on council. I’ve really enjoyed it. I’m 
going to miss it, and I wish I didn’t have 
to step down, but you have to do what 
you have to do.”

A special election could be held in 
November to fill the District 2 seat.

Hellmann

Officials break ground June 27 on a 15,000-square-foot building at the  Texas Life-sciences Collabora-
tion Center that will allow existing member companies to expand.
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Georgetown city council
Meets July 23 and Aug. 13 at 6 p.m.  
Council chambers, 101 e. Seventh St. 
512-931-7715. www.georgetown.org

Meetings are recorded and broadcast  
on Channel 10 and online.

Williamson county 
commissioners court
Meets tuesdays at 9:30 a.m.
williamson County Courthouse,  
710 S. Main. St., Georgetown
512-943-1100. www.wilco.org

Tweetings
For instant coverage of these 
meetings, follow us on twitter: 
@impactnews_geo

TweetingsMeetings

Cornyn, Carter 
request extension for 
salamander listing

Bond advisory committee recommends projects to Commissioners Court
WIllIAmSON COUNTy The county’s 
bond advisory committee met June 24 to 
vote on which projects to submit to the 
Commissioners Court for consideration 
in a possible November bond election.

Precinct 3 representatives Bob Glandt 

and Hugh Brown voted to submit a pack-
age that includes projects to improve 
the intersection of D.B. Wood Drive and 
Hwy. 29 and construct a Hwy. 29 bypass 
from I-35 to Leander Road.

Projects from Precinct 3 would require 

more than $65 million, including plan-
ning and safety costs.

The estimated cost of projects proposed 
by cities and precincts throughout the 
county and approved by the committee is 
more than $301 million.

Regional water group 
seeks participation
from commissioners
WIllIAmSON COUNTy Corn Hill 
Regional Water Authority representatives 
asked Williamson County Commis-
sioners on June 25 to consider joining 
the authority, which is a conservation 
and reclamation district including the 
Sonterra Municipal Utility District and 
the CLL MUD No. 1 near Jarrell.

Commissioners eventually tabled 
the discussion and will consider it at a 
future meeting.

2013 Legacy 2.5i CVT  
Premium Sedan

$187mo

2013 VOLVO S60 T5 FWD
$279mo
**Up to $1,000 in extra incentive cash

Roger Beasley Volvo of georgetown volvogeorgetown.com

Lease the FWD now for: $279 per month for 24 months** with $2,628 cash due at signing *48 months at $21 per month per $1,000 � nanced. **$1,000 includes application of $1,000 Volvo Loyalty Bonus ***No security deposit 
required. Monthly payment of $279, based on $32,795 MSRP of 2013 S60 T5 FWD, includes destination charge and application of $500 Loyalty Bonus. Lessee is responsible for excess wear and mileage over 10,000 miles/year at 

$0.25 / mile. Expires June 30, 2013. Lease payment per month assumes application of $500 Loyalty Bonus. Loyalty Bonus is $500 towards a lease and $1,000 towards a purchase. Customer eligibility requirements must be met for 
Loyalty Bonus o� er. Please see retailer for details.Advertised lease payments and � nancing excludes taxes, title, and regis. fees and is available for quali� ed customers based on FICO score through Volvo Car Financial Services. Lease 

payment per month assumes application of $500 Loyalty Bonus. Loyalty Bonus is $500 towards a lease and $1,000 towards a purchase. Customer eligibility requirements must be met for Loyalty Bonus o� er.

Model DAD. With approved credit. Dealer contribution may a� ect � nal negotiated price. 42 mo lease, First mo. payment total due at inception, no sec. dep. required, 42 monthly payments of $187, 
Fi nal pymt / residual = $12,955. Based on 10k mi. / yr with $.15 per mi. excess charge. MSRP $23,555. Stk# Z8539. All lease payments include tax credits while supplies last. Available with approved 

credit on select models in lieu of any other o� er. Dealer participation may a� ect � nal negotiated price. All pictures for illustration only. O� ers expire 7/31/13.

D

Subaru of georgetown subarugeorgetown.com

Roger Beasley Volvo of Georgetown 7501 South IH 35 • Georgetown • (888) 523-1363
Roger Beasley Volvo of Austin 6375 East Highway 290 • Austin • (888) 543-7193 Subaru of Georgetown • 7501 S IH 35 • Georgetown • (888) 694-7819

Zero Down Payment!

ZERO DOWN PAYMENT
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619 S. Heatherwilde Blvd. • Pfl ugerville, TX 78660 
P (512) 989-6900 • F (512) 989-6901

WWW.DRBAINPEDIATRICDENTIST.COM

New Patients Welcome!
FROM FIRST TOOTH TIL 16

• P� ugerville’s � rst Pediatric 
Dentist.

• Most insurance accepted. 
As a courtesy, we will � le 
primary insurance for you.

• Kids love our state of the 
art facility, gaming arcade, 
and movies while you wait.

• Specializing in special 
needs patients of all ages.

• In o�  ce sedation and 
hospital privileges.

Like us on facebook!
facebook.com/drbaindentistryforchildren

Summer is here and we’re the hottest, coolest place to be! 
Call to make an appointment today!

see more beauty

BOARD-CERTIFIED OPHTHALMOLOGISTS

SPECIALIZING IN:

 » Cataracts 
 » Dry eyes
 » Glaucoma
 » Blade-Free Custom 

     LASIK and PRK
 » Routine eye exams
 » Corneal Evaluations

ACCEPTING MOST INSURANCE INCLUDING: MEDICARE • BLUE CROSS BLUE SHIELD
UNITED HEALTHCARE • SCOTT & WHITE • AETNA • HUMANA • CIGNA • TRICARE

512.927.2020
Follow us on Facebook at www.face-
book.com/HillCountryEyeCenter

WHY TRAVEL TO AUSTIN? 

HAVE YOUR SURGERY 
IN CEDAR PARK!

Vincent Restivo, M.D.
Peter Wollan, M.D. 

Bridgette Fuller, O.D.

12171 W. Parmer Lane, 
Ste. 201, Cedar Park, TX 78613

Near FM 1431 & Parmer Lane

Serving Cedar Park and surrounding areas since 2005

w w w . h i l l c o u n t r y e y e c e n t e r . c o m

Jan. 21, 1862—Gov. Sam Houston was attempting 
to head off an illegal Secession Convention. Supporters 

wanted Texas to secede from the U.S. and join the 
Confederacy. Houston convened the special session a week 

before the convention in hopes that it would invalidate the 
convention. Lawmakers voted to secede anyway; Texas voters agreed. 

June 23, 1919—Gov. William Pettus Hobby gave lawmakers 
240 topics to deal with during this special session, more than any 
other in history. In the first week, lawmakers chose to ratify the 

19th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, giving women the right to vote. With 
that move, the Lone Star State because the ninth state to uphold that federal 
amendment and the first of the states in the former Confederacy to do so. 

July 15, 1991—As Texas began to emerge from the economic crisis 
of the 1980s, lawmakers sought additional sources of revenue. Gov. 
Ann Richards called lawmakers into a special session to deal with 
budgetary matters. Among the bills that emerged was a constitutional 

amendment creating the Texas state lottery. It was approved by voters that 
same year and has since generated more than $13.6 billion for schools. 

Summer 2003—Three special sessions were called after Democratic lawmakers 
fled the Capitol to break quorum and block mid-decade redistricting. Maps were 
redrawn in 2001 after the 2000 census, but U.S. House Republican Majority Leader 
Tom DeLay of Texas pressured Texas Republicans to draw new districts. Fifty-one 
House Democrats left the state during the regular session and successfully stopped 
the redistricting, only to have Gov. Rick Perry call them back for a special session. 
During the second special session, 11 Democratic Senators fled and spent three 
months in Albuquerque, N.M. New maps were finally approved in the third special 
session and gave Texas a strong Republican majority in Congress.

aT The caPiTol
News from the 83rd Legislative Session

By Karen Brooks Harper 
Capitol Correspondent

Sources: Legislative Reference Library, “Handbook of Texas,” Texas State Historical Commission

NOTABlE  special  sessions
Since the Texas Legislature’s first special session was called Nov. 18, 1850, there 
have been more than 110 special sessions, including the ones called in May and June.Lawmakers are working quickly 

on legislation that deals with 
transportation funding, abortion 
restrictions and juvenile justice 
during the Texas Legislature’s 
second special session, which 
convened July 1. Gov. Rick Perry 
called the session after lawmakers 
failed to pass those bills during 
the first special session in June.

The price tag
At a cost of about $30,000 per 

day, a 30-day special session can 
cost taxpayers more than $1 mil-
lion. The price includes $150 per 
diem for each lawmaker for food 
and living expenses in Austin, 
though a handful choose not to 
take the pay when they are not in 
Austin for session work. 

A special session can only be 
called by the governor and cannot 
last more than 30 days. Lawmakers 
met July 1 to open the second ses-
sion, then adjourned a little more 
than an hour later until July 9.

The first round
The regular session of the  

83rd Legislature ended May 27, 
but Perry called lawmakers back 
to the Capitol immediately to deal 
with the state’s interim district 
maps, redrawn last year by judges 
who said the initial 2011 maps 
were unconstitutional. 

Halfway through the special 
session, Perry added transpor-
tation funding, abortion and 
juvenile justice to the call. 

Lawmakers did approve the 
state’s redistricting maps, but 
other bills were bogged down in 
the session’s final hours. 

An 11-hour filibuster by Fort 
Worth Democratic Sen. Wendy 
Davis targeted the abortion bill, 
and, as a result, derailed any 
attempts to pass bills that were not 
connected to redistricting. 

Abortion limitations 
A House committee passed 

the abortion bill after a conten-
tious hearing in which thousands 
signed up to testify. A Senate com-
mittee is expected to take up the 
bill July 8. 

The legislation requires clinics 

to meet the same standards of care 
as ambulatory surgery centers and 
bans abortions after 20 weeks’ 
gestation. The House could take 
up the bill in a floor vote as early 
as July 9. 

Transportation, justice 
Senators used the first week of 

the second special session to get 
less controversial measures out of 
the way. The Texas Department 
of Transportation has estimated 
that it needs about $4 billion in 
additional funding each year to 
maintain roads, but lawmakers 
have been stymied on how to find 
the funds and failed to reach a 
deal during the regular session. 

A bill passed by a Senate com-
mittee during the first week of 
the second special session asks 
voters to approve a constitutional 
amendment that would divert part 
of the state’s oil-and-gas sever-
ance taxes to highway funding, 
generating about $1 billion a year 
for highways. 

Currently, all of that money 
goes to the state’s rainy day fund. 

Lawmakers move quickly in second special session

A Senate committee also 
approved a measure that closes 
a loophole in juvenile justice law 
regarding 17-year-olds convicted 
of capital murder. Recent U.S. 

Supreme Court decisions mean 
that 17-year-olds cannot get life in 
prison without parole, so lawmak-
ers are trying to bring Texas in 
line with those decisions. 
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The Collector

The Collector

109 E. 8th Street
Georgetown, TX 78626

Life Member
Texas Numismatic
Assoc. LM#071

Gold & Silver, Jewelry, 
Flatware, and Coins

Coin Collections      Old Currency

512-864-7787
877-577-7787

www.thecollectorrarecoins.com

is BUYING...
Call for gold and 

silver bullion prices!
Rare Coins
Currency

Life Member
American Numismatic
Assoc. LM#1581

during the 83rd Legislative Session, Austin-
area lawmakers focused on both local and 
statewide issues, ranging from the reopening 
of a city-operated pool and the declaration 
of the state’s official pie (pecan) to increased 
penalties for motorists who leave the scene of 
a hit-and-run accident. 
Legislators passed more than 1,400 new laws 
during the 140-day regular session. Below is 
a roundup of some of what area lawmakers 
pushed for, passed or had rejected by their 
peers.

sen. donna campbell, r-new braunfels
Campbell passed legislation that reduces 
the number of class hours from 10 to six that 
applicants for concealed handgun licenses 
must take before getting a permit to carry. the 
bill also strikes from the law a requirement 
that gun proficiency be included in the class 
instruction.  

rep. Tony dale, r-cedar Park
one of dale’s signature pieces of legislation 
would have forced the city of Austin to reopen 
a popular north Austin swimming locale and 
children’s swim team training ground in the 
Forest north neighborhood. 
the Springwood Pool is at the center of a 
lawsuit after residents accused the city of 
backing off its agreement to maintain the 
pool after it was annexed by the city in 2011. 
the bill was passed unanimously by a House 
committee but stalled as it was waiting to 
be scheduled for a floor vote after the city 
opposed it. 

rep. dawnna dukes, d-austin
dukes passed legislation requiring a school 
district to excuse a temporary absence for a 

student taking his or her 
child to an appointment 
with a health care 
professional, as long as 
the student comes to 
school on the day of the 
appointment.  
She also passed a bill 
requiring homeowners 
associations to create 
policies supporting native 

xeriscaping. the bill allows HoAs to restrict 
the types of xeriscaping, but not to ban it 
entirely.

rep. Marsha farney, r-Georgetown
Farney passed a bill establishing that boards 
of open-enrollment charter schools must 
require students to recite the pledges of 
allegiance to the United States and texas flags 

and must require a moment of silence after 
reciting the pledges. 

sen. Troy fraser, r-horseshoe bay 
Fraser passed legislation creating a statewide 
water plan, a priority among state leaders for the 

session. Senate Bill 4 sets 
up the structure to provide 
financing to water providers 
throughout the state. 
the State water 
implementation Fund 
for texas is a revolving 
water infrastructure bank 
that would finance all the 
strategies included in 
the 2012 plan; its funding 

through the state’s rainy day fund is subject to 
approval by voters in november.

rep. larry Gonzales, r-round rock
Gonzales was a big player on legislation 
passed to protect some dedicated revenue 
funds from being siphoned off their original 
purpose and used to balance the budget. the 
bipartisan bill was meant to protect taxpayers 
from paying fees for one purpose only to have 
those measures underfunded because the 
money went to something else. 

rep. donna howard, d-austin
Howard pushed to strengthen personal 
financial disclosure requirements for 
legislators, candidates and other officials 
subject to the state’s disclosure laws. 
Her legislation would have required lawmakers 
to disclose all sources of earned and unearned 
income, including pensions and retirement 
plans. the bill also would have required 
disclosure of finances by spouses and 
children. it did not pass.

rep. Jason isaac, r-dripping springs
isaac helped sponsor legislation creating an 
ad valorem tax exemption for the spouse of  
an armed services member killed in action. 

the bill passed with 
overwhelming support.
He also devised a plan 
that would have reduced 
the 1,100-page texas 
education Code to 62 
pages—an idea that puts 
almost all education 
programs and decisions 
in the hands of local 

authorities. isaac said his bill, which did not 
pass, was aimed at restoring local control in 
the education system.

rep. Tim Kleinschmidt, r-lexington
Kleinschmidt co-sponsored legislation that 
allows students with concealed handgun 
licenses to store their weapons in their cars 
while on campus. the bill, which passed, was 
part of a package republicans pushed to 
protect gun rights in texas. 

rep. John Kuempel, r-seguin
As vice chairman of the House Licensing 
and Administrative Procedures Committee, 
Kuempel helped shepherd legislation 
expanding the craft brew industry in texas. 
Under the new laws, craft breweries can 
operate tap rooms, and brewpubs can sell 
their products in stores through distributors. 

rep. elliott naishtat, d-austin
naishtat passed legislation that supporters 
say allows access by more children with visual 

impairment issues to 
special education services 
designed for them. 
Services and instruction 
include long cane skills; 
use of distance optical 
devices; navigating the 
home, playground and 
neighborhood; using 
other senses effectively; 
and developing motor 

skills and concepts needed for purposeful 
movement. 

rep. eddie rodriguez, d-austin
As chairman of the first Farm to table Caucus 
in the nation, rodriguez authored or helped 
pass a package of legislation designed to help 
farmers, farmers markets and the cottage 
food industry. 
the bill expanded the list of foods allowed 
to be sold by such producers and created a 
framework that supporters said encourages 
the cottage food industry.

sen. charles schwertner, r-Georgetown
Schwertner co-sponsored legislation 
making sweeping changes to public school 
testing and accountability. the bill reduced 
the number of high-stakes end-of-course 
exams from 15 to five, changed high school 
graduation requirements and adjusted school 
accountability rating systems. 

rep. Mark strama, d-austin
Strama passed legislation creating a grant 
program for school districts to provide 
summer school classes for students who are 
educationally disadvantaged and for programs 
providing summer teaching opportunities for 
high-performing, new and student teachers. 

He also proposed a resolution expressing 
disagreement with the federal Citizens United 
decision allowing corporations to be treated 
as people under campaign finance law. the 
amendment went nowhere but was supported 
by proponents of election reform.

sen. Kirk Watson, d-austin
watson passed a bill creating a “habitual 
violator” label for drivers of vehicles 

registered in texas who 
consistently fail to pay 
their tolls. the new law 
allows tolling project 
operators, including the 
texas department of 
transportation, to create 
rules regarding habitual 
violators and give those 
motorists’ information to 

the county tax assessor-collector. Under the 
new law, if motorists do not pay their fees, they 
cannot renew their vehicle registration.  

rep. Paul Workman, r-austin
workman passed a bill creating more 
transparency for residents of neighborhoods 
with community propane systems, establishing 
a pricing structure that relies on free-market 
data from the U.S. energy information Agency. 
He said the bill will build certainty in pricing for 
ratepayers and providers without increasing 
regulation. More than half of the state’s 
78 community propane systems are in his 
western travis County district.
He also co-authored several pieces of 
legislation pertaining to franchise taxes and  
pushed for legislation banning the state from 
enforcing federal gun bans.

sen. Judith Zaffirini, d-laredo
the first Hispanic female elected to the texas 
Senate, along with numerous other glass 
ceiling–breaking firsts, Zaffirini was celebrated 

this session for casting 
her 50,000th vote in office. 
She has had a 100 percent 
attendance rate since 1987, 
when she was elected, 
save for a quorum-breaking 
tactic she and other 
Senate democrats used in 
2003 to stop mid-decade 
redistricting. 
with her district being 

home to the majority of the rigs and oil and 
gas production in the eagle Ford Shale, and as 
a member of the Senate Finance Committee, 
she helped secure $450 million in the state 
budget to repair roads in the areas affected by 
production efforts.

aT The caPiTol
News from the 83rd Legislative Session

By Karen Brooks Harper 
Capitol Correspondent

Legislators focus on bills including those dealing with public education, gun control, health care
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A free public charter school 
with a private school atmosphere

NOW ENROLLING for FALL 2013

512-863-9236
Jon Ledbetter, Principal

Building a heritage of character
one student at a time.

Grades Pre-k through 12

PRIORITY CHARTER SCHOOLS

Heritage Charter Academy
1601 FM 971   Georgetown, TX 78626

STONEWORK 
DONE RIGHT

Travertine  |  Marble  |  Saltillo  |  Terrazzo  |  Slate

836-8900
www.KandMsteamcleaning.com

We Use IICRC Recommended  
Environmentally Friendly Products

“Quality Service You Can Trust”
Locally Owned & Operated 

Insured & Bonded

S

Basic to full restoration  |  Strip and polish

13 Yr. Accredited 
Member of the  
Better Business Bureau

Before

After

Before

After

Only center in 
Georgetown with the 

Pre-K Texas School Ready! 
Curriculum.

Whole Child Approach 
to learning. 

Lowest Teacher/Child 
Ratio in Georgetown. 

Degreed Teachers.

Eco-Healthy Child Care 
Certifi cate.

2409 Dawn Drive • 512-948-7618 
wc4c.org • facebook.com/wc4ccdc

Playing. 
Learning. 
Exploring.

Together!

Proud SuPPorterS

of Education
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Colleges aiming to attract students 
beyond traditional undergraduates
By Emilie Boenig 

Recent high school graduates planning 
to live on college campuses this fall will be 
among the minority in their undergradu-
ate classes, according to a report by the 
American Council on Education. Nontra-
ditional students—transfer, part-time and 
commuter students, as well as working 
adults—now represent 85 percent of all 
undergraduate students in the U.S., accord-
ing to the report published in January.

Colleges and universities in Central 
Texas pay attention to these trends and aim 
to meet the rising demands for more part-
time, evening and online coursework, said 
Michael Acosta, director of admissions at 
St. Edward’s University in Austin.

“Universities will always have a struc-
ture for undergraduate freshman who are 
coming in from high school and want that 
four-year, on-campus experience,” Acosta 
said. “But there’s still a segment of society 
that because of their life circumstances, 

they were unable to complete their degree. 
Because they have jobs, careers and other 
obligations, they’re looking for an institu-
tion that’s willing to do whatever it needs 
to do to help them graduate.”

Traits of nontraditional students
Though vastly diverse as a group, nontra-

ditional students share basic commonali-
ties, according to ACE. Typically they are 
wage-earners who pursue knowledge, skills 
and credentials that will be easily recog-
nized and for which they will be compen-
sated by employers.

Nontraditional, sometimes called post-
traditional students, often begin as under-
graduates directly after high school, said 
Mike Midgley, vice president of instruction 
at Austin Community College. The eight-
campus college district had an enrollment 
of about 43,000 in fall 2012 with an average 
student age of 25, he said.

“What we tend to see with a lot of stu-
dents who are coming back is they are com-
mitted to the program because they have 

made a conscious decision that this is what 
they want and need to do. For them, it’s a 
direct pathway to something better,” Midg-
ley said. “It’s different for them compared 
to the direct-from-high school student who 
may still be figuring out what they want 
to do. These returning students were those 
students back when they were 19, but now 
they have had some life experiences.”

Emerging programs
The programs with the most students 

at ACC include those related to applied 
technology fields such as automotive, weld-
ing and HVAC repair; criminal justice; and 
nursing, he said. ACC’s nursing program 
grew 72 percent between 2008 and 2012.

The Texas State University Round 
Rock campus’ nursing program has also 
emerged as a popular program, Director 
Edna Rehbein said. The campus, an exten-
sion of Texas State University–San Marcos, 
held its first classes in portable buildings in  
1996 and offered master’s degrees in educa-
tion and business.

She said the campus added more under-
graduate classes over time with a strong 
need for nurses surfacing around 2008.   

“It seemed like the whole U.S. was talking 
about a shortage of nurses at that time. So 
we worked with the community colleges 
and the Legislature to start the nursing 
program up here,” Rehbein said. “That was 
a direct result of the needs of the area, and 
the nursing program is continuing to grow.”

Transfers
About 65 percent of the student popula-

tion at the Round Rock campus is under-
graduate, Rehbein said, and students can 
take only junior- and senior-level courses 
there. Lower-level classes are taken at ACC 
or another institution and transferred to 
build toward a bachelor’s degree.

Transfer programs can add to the 
number of nontraditional students at any 
school, including at Southwestern Univer-
sity in Georgetown. 

A three-year, $450,000 grant from the 
Jack Kent Cooke Foundation has paved the 
way for more than 50 low-income ACC stu-
dents to transfer to Southwestern between 
2012 and the upcoming fall semester.

Dave Voskuil, Southwestern vice presi-
dent for enrollment services, said the num-
ber of transfer admissions to the private, 
four-year school are at historic highs.

“We are getting a lot of interest, not 
only in those students from ACC as part 
of that grant program, but from students 
all over the country that are looking to 

transfer from four-year schools as well as 
the two-year schools to Southwestern,” he 
said. “When I talk about the students that 
are transferring, it’s interesting the number 
that would be categorized as nontradi-
tional—the little bit older student that has 
some college experience that is wanting to 
come back.”

Methods of learning  
The New College program at St. 

Edward’s University’s exclusively admits 
adult learners returning to academia and 
offers evening, online and blended courses 
to about 600 students. 

Acosta said all colleges have had to keep 
pace with the needs of nontraditional stu-
dents who crave class structures tailored to 
income-earning adults.

“I think a lot of schools offer similar pro-
grams that were started maybe in the ’70s 
and ’80s, and a lot of them were degree-
completion–only programs that met on 
the weekends or in the evening,” he said. 
“They have now morphed into other types 
of offerings that may meet once or twice 
a month, online or may be some sort of 
blended course where you do half the class 
online and the other half in a seven-week 
session instead of a 14-week session.”

For ACC student Mandilyn Guerrero, 
attending a traditional four-year university 

“Going to campus didn’t work 
for me. On the days I did, it 

seemed like I always had an 
obligation or something I should 

have been doing but I couldn’t 
because I had to go to class.”

–Mandilyn Guerrero,  
Austin Community College student

FocusHigher Education

Texas
higher education

Two-year Four-year
PUBLiC CoLLeGe PUBLiC CoLLeGe

$6,742$1,585

20: 1 22: 133,715

nontrAditionAL StUdentS

26,138

Average annual tuition* Average annual tuition* 

student-faculty ratio student-faculty ratio

faculty members

On average, a full-time student needed five years and 142 credit hours 
to complete a bachelor’s degree that requires four years and 120 credit hours.

faculty members

72%
of students 
are enrolled 
part-time

15 million
undergraduate students in the  

u.s. are considered nontraditional

38%

25%

25%are older 
than 25

are parents, and  
half are married

are older 
than 30

22%
of students 
are enrolled 
part-time

CHArACteriStiCS 
• wage earners for themselves or family

• Combine work and learning 
simultaneously or move between  
them frequently

• require non-credit refresher courses  
to be successful in college courses

• Seek blended academic and 
occupational curricula

• Look for institutional policy that reflects 
work, life and education balance

nAtionAL trendS

Sources: 2013 Texas Public Higher Education Almanac, American Council on education

*tuition costs are based on 30 credit hours during two semesters

after high school seemed costly, she said, 
and life circumstances made the tradi-
tional path unlikely. 

Now she said  she expects to graduate 
in December with an associate degree in 
criminal justice, which she earned primar-
ily through online courses while working 
and caring for her 2-year-old son.

“Going to campus didn’t work for me. 
On the days I did, it seemed like I always 
had an obligation or something I should 
have been doing but I couldn’t because I 
had to go to class,” she said. “I’ve gotten 
accustomed to distance learning. It’s had 
to work for me in order to get me where I 
want to go.”

Dr. Helene Caudill, dean of the New 
College program, said that in some ways, 
flexible learning models such as online 
and evening courses are becoming the new 
normal, even for recent high school gradu-
ates who live on campus. 

The lines between traditional and non-
traditional students are becoming blurred, 
she said.

“The world is moving more toward 
almost everybody being nontraditional 
because even our traditional students have 
to work, and they sometimes take a little 
longer to get out,” Caudill said. “But I 
always say to our adult students, ‘It’s not a 
race; it’s a journey.’ ”
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cenTRAl TexAs cOlleges And unIVeRsITIes

Austin community college
Tuition, per credit hour: $62 (2012–13), $67 (2013–14)

Fall 2012 enrollment: 43,000 credit students

Percent/number of students accepted each year: ACC has 
an open-door admissions policy, meaning everyone who meets 
eligibility criteria is encouraged to enroll.

Top intended majors, fall 2012 
General studies, nursing, business administration, general 
studies in science, engineering

Time required to complete degrees/certificates: Less than 
one year to two years

Prerequisites needed: n/A

nine* campuses throughout Central texas. *Hays Campus 
opens fall 2013. 
www.austin.cc.edu/apply/, twitter: @accdistrict

Baylor executive mBA, Austin
Tuition for 2013–15: $84,000, plus a $2,000 seat deposit

2012–14 enrollment: 26 students

Number of students accepted each year: no more than  
40 students for each cohort

Length of the program: 21 months

Prerequisites needed: GMAt may be required

3107 oak Creek drive, Ste. 240, Austin 
www.baylor.edu/business/awemba/, twitter: @baylor_business

concordia university Austin
Undergraduate tuition per semester*: $11,800 (2012–13), 
$12,940 (2013–14). *Concordia’s nursing School has different 
tuition and fees. Visit www.concordia.edu/nursing for details.

Fall 2012 enrollment: 2,568

Most popular programs 
education, nursing, business

Length of programs: Four years

Prerequisites needed: SAt/ACt for undergraduates, no Gre 
required for graduate programs

11400 Concordia University drive, Austin 
http://discover.concordia.edu. twitter: @concoridatx

eastern williamson county  
higher education center
Tuition per credit hour: texas residents—$97 (technical 
courses), $82 (academic courses); nonresidents—$254

Percent accepted: ewCHeC offers open enrollment, so all 
students who meet admissions requirements are accepted. 
Some technical programs have additional requirements.

Length of programs: one to two years

Prerequisites needed: All students, unless exempt or tSi-
waived, must take an approved test for tSi before enrolling. tSi 
is the texas Success initiative, a state-legislated program that 
is designed to improve a student’s success in college.

555 Limmer Loop, round rock • www.waco.tstc.edu/higher 

huston-Tillotson university
Tuition: $11,020 (2012–13), $11,460.00 (2013–14)

2012–13 enrollment: 918 students

Percent of students accepted each year: 54 percent

Most popular programs  
Business administration, kinesiology, criminal justice,  
biology, psychology

Length of those programs: 120 credit hours minimum

Prerequisites needed: Minimum SAt—860, minimum ACt—18

900 Chicon St., Austin • www.htu.edu. twitter: @hustontillotson

southwestern university
Tuition: $33,440 (2012–13), $34,410 (2013–14)

2012–13 enrollment: 1,394

Percent of students accepted each year: 61 percent 

Most popular programs
Psychology, business, biology, communication studies

Prerequisites needed: Average SAt score—1203

1001 e. University Ave., Georgetown 
www.southwestern.edu, twitter: @southwesternu

st. edward’s university
Tuition: $31,110 (2012–13), average paid by freshmen: $13,070; 
$33,320 (2013–14)

2012–13 enrollment: 5,095

Percent/number of students accepted: 63.85 percent/2,645

Most popular majors 
Biology, psychology, communication, business administration

Length of programs: Four years

Minimum prerequisites: SAt—higher than 500 on each 
section, ACt—higher than 21

Average scores: SAt—1125, ACt composite—24

3001 S. Congress Ave., Austin 
www.stedwards.edu, twitter: @stedwardsu

Texas A&m health science center
Tuition: Variable by semester, contact college

Spring 2013 enrollment: 71 (College of Medicine), 61 (College 
of nursing)

Number of students accepted each year: 200* (medicine), 
20 (nursing). *number reflects entire class, as students do not 
receive acceptance to a specific campus.

Most popular programs 
Md (medicine), second-degree program (nursing)

Program length: Four years (medicine), 16 months (nursing)

Prerequisites needed: MCAt (medicine); HeSi A2 entrance 
exam, 25 semester hours and applicable core curriculum

3950 n. A.w. Grimes Blvd., Ste. S211A, round rock 
www.tamhsc.edu. twitter: @tamhsc

Texas state university—san marcos
Tuition and fees for 2013–14: $677.63 per semester hour

Fall 2012 enrollment: 34,225 students

Percent of students accepted, fall 2012: 57.6 percent

Most popular programs 
Curriculum and instruction, health and human performance, 
journalism and mass communication, psychology,  
art and design 

Length of those programs: Four years

Prerequisites needed: SAt—1500; ACt—18 english, 21 
reading, 22 Mathematics and 24 Science

601 University drive, San Marcos 
www.txstate.edu. twitter: @txst

The university of Texas at Austin
2013–14 undergraduate in-state tuition: $9,790

Fall 2012 undergraduate enrollment: 37,083 students

Percent of students accepted, fall 2012: 46.7 percent

Most popular programs 
Biological sciences, Liberal arts, Business administration, 
Computer science, Psychology 

Length of those programs: four years

Prerequisites needed: SAt, ACt

2400 inner Campus drive, Austin 
www.utexas.edu. twitter: @utaustin

western governors university (online only)

Tuition per six-month term: $2,890 

2013 enrollment: 3,890 students 

Largest undergraduate programs 
Business, information technology, teaching

Length of the programs: Six-month terms. time to completion 
varies by student; averages listed on each program’s web page.

Admission criteria considered: Student interview(s), prior 
college and work experience, wGU texas Collegiate readiness 
Assessment

http://texas.wgu.edu/. twitter: @wgutexas

This guide represents a selection of not-for-profit institutions in 
the area. It is not meant to be comprehensive.

AUStin CoMMUnity CoLLeGe

C
o

ur
te

sy
 A

us
tin

 C
o

m
m

un
it

y 
C

o
lle

g
e

ConCordiA UniVerSity AUStin

C
o

ur
te

sy
 C

o
nc

o
rd

ia
 U

ni
ve

rs
it

y 
te

xa
s

HUSton-tiLLotSon UniVerSity

C
o

ur
te

sy
 M

ik
e 

M
cL

en
na

n 
vi

a 
H

us
to

n-
t

ill
o

ts
o

n

SoUtHweStern UniVerSity

C
o

ur
te

sy
 S

o
ut

hw
es

te
rn

 U
ni

ve
rs

it
y

weStern GoVernorS UniVerSity
C

o
ur

te
sy

 r
o

b
b

 C
o

he
n 

P
ho

to
g

ra
p

hy
 v

ia
 w

es
te

rn
 G

ov
er

no
rs

 U
ni

ve
rs

it
y

FocusHigher Education



Georgetown Edition • July 2013 FeATuRes  15

represented include Caryl Churchill’s 
“Mad Forest,” Molière’s “tartuffe,” 
Shirley Lauro’s “A Piece of My Heart,” 
Shakespeare’s “As you Like it” and 
richard tulloch’s adaptation of Guus 
Kuijer’s novel “Book of everything.”  
1–6 p.m. $5 (suggested donation). Jones 
theater, inside the Sarofim School of 
Fine Arts building at Southwestern 
University, 1001 e. University Ave. 
www.talscamp.com

20 Arrows for Amanda
double G Archery hosts a charity 

archery shoot and raffle to raise money 
for Amanda watson, a Georgetown girl 
facing chemotherapy for a tumor above her 
spinal cord. registration begins at 8 a.m. 
$10 (children ages 6–12), $20 (adults). Hill 
Country Bow Hunters Association, 540 Cr 
258, Liberty Hill. 512-868-5530.  
www.hillcountrybowhunters.com

24 Superhero training
develop a superhero persona, 

survive an obstacle course and complete 
training at the Superhero training Program, 
part of Georgetown Public Library’s teen 
Summer reading Program, open to 
children ages 12–18. Food and drinks are 
provided. 3–5 p.m. Free. Second floor of the 
Georgetown Public Library, 402 w. eighth 
St. 512-930-3551.  
https://library.georgetown.org

26 Bar-Bid-Cue Auction
the Georgetown Chamber of 

Commerce hosts the 32nd annual Bar-
Bid-Cue Auction on July 26 to raise money 
for the chamber. the auction’s theme is 
“experience Georgetown,” and auction 
items include a year of movie passes, a 
Southwestern University football package, 
and other items and services. 5:30–9:30 
p.m. $30. Sun City Ballroom, 2 texas drive. 
512-930-3535. www.barbidcue.com

Compiled by Audrey Spencer 

15 through 19 and 22 through 26  
history Explorer’s Camp

Slots are still available for both sessions of 
the williamson Museum’s V is for Victory 
Summer History explorer’s Camp, which 
follows the museum’s current “world war 
ii Comes to williamson County” theme. 
Children entering third through sixth grade 
can learn about and participate in activities 
that took place on the homefront during 
world war ii, including victory gardens, 
airplane spotting and rationing. Campers 
also get to create and take home items and 
produce a USo show to be performed at the 
williamson County Courthouse on the last 
day of camp. 9 a.m.–3 p.m. $100 per child 
(scholarship applications available). the 
williamson Museum, 716 S. Austin Ave. 
512-943-1670.  www.williamsonmuseum.org

18 African folk tales and music
the Georgetown Public Library hosts 

a variety of guests and children’s events 
through its Summer reading Program, such 
as elizabeth Kahura, who shares African folk 
tales and music with children age 5 and older. 
Check the library’s website for other events 
throughout the summer. 10:30–11:30 a.m. Free. 
Georgetown Public Library, 402 w. eighth St. 
512-930-3551. https://library.georgetown.org

18 ‘madagascar 3’
A showing of “Madagascar 3” 

continues the 2013 Summer Movies in the 
Park series, with free swimming offered at 
the outdoor Splash Pool at the Georgetown 
recreation Center before the movie. 6–8 p.m. 
(swimming), 7 p.m. (children’s activities 
begin), dusk (movie begins). Free. San 
Gabriel Park Gazebo, 445 e. Morrow St.  
512-930-3595. https://events.georgetown.
org/movies-in-the-park

19 Theatre camp productions
High school participants in tal 

Lostracco’s Summer theatre Camp 
perform scenes from five plays to 
conclude their two-week training. Plays 

and 20  
Taylor Rodeo
the 64th annual taylor rodeo 

features live music as well as a barbecue 
cook-off. 6 p.m. (gates open). Free (age 5 and 
younger), $12 at the gate (ages 6–12), $15 at 
the gate (adults). east williamson County event 
Center, 210 Carlos G. Parker Blvd. nw, taylor. 
512-864-5898. www.taylorrodeo.com
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12 Special Needs Dance
Georgetown Parks and recreation 

hosts a July Fourth bash for special needs 
teens and adults age 15 and older. the bash 
features food, dancing, photos and door 
prizes. 6–8 p.m. $5 (participants), free (family 
and caregivers). Georgetown Community 
Center, 445 e. Morrow St. 512-930-3596. 
www.parks.georgetown.org

13 Walk with a Doc
Cardiothoracic surgeon Subbareddy 

Konda leads a morning walk and Q-and-A 
session about heart health as part of 
walk with a doc, a movement designed 
to encourage healthy physical activity 
and improve the well-being of the nation. 
Free blood pressure screenings, t-shirts, 
pedometers and refreshments are offered.  
9 a.m. Free. San Gabriel Park, 445 e. Morrow 
St. www.walkwithadoc.org

13 Gault Site tour
the williamson Museum partners 

with the Gault School of Archaeological 
research to host special tours of the Gault 
Site, the source of 60 percent of all Clovis 
culture artifacts discovered in the Americas. 
Proceeds benefit the Gault School and the 
williamson Museum. 9 a.m. $10 (adults), 
free (children 10 and under), advanced 
purchase required. 512-943-1670.  
www.williamsonmuseum.org

13 World Population Day 
Families are invited to explore county 

population and history as the williamson 
Museum celebrates world Population day. 
Activities include constructing a paper 
quilt to tell the story of the people in the 
county. 10 a.m.–2 p.m. Free. the williamson 
Museum, 716 S. Austin Ave. 512-943-1670. 
www.williamsonmuseum.org

13 Bowl-a-Thon fundraiser 
texas Humane Heroes hosts its fifth 

annual Bowl-a-thon fundraiser to support its 
no-kill shelters. door prizes, a silent auction 
and prizes for the best-themed teams are 
provided. registration is required, and 
bowlers may register individually or in four-
person teams. 1–4 p.m. $25 (individual), $95 
(team of four). Mel’s Lone Star Lanes, 1010 
n. Austin Ave. 512-260-3602.  
www.texashumaneheroes.org
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worth the TRIP

Sponsored by

Find more or submit Georgetown 
events at www.impactnews.com/
events/submit.html.

to have Georgetown events 
considered for the print edition, they 
must be submitted online by the third 
Friday of the month.

online Calendar

August

09 through 11  
Sales tax holiday

the annual tax-free weekend takes place one 
week earlier this year. during the weekend, 
state law exempts from sales and use taxes 
most clothing, footwear, school supplies and 
backpacks. For a complete list of exempt 
and nonexempt items, visit www.window.
state.tx.us/taxinfo/taxpubs/taxholiday.
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30th annual Sertoma club 4th of July celebration ‘The Daytripper’ viewing party

recenT hiGhliGhTS

the Sertoma Club of Georgetown hosted 
its 30th annual 4th of July Celebration 
at San Gabriel Park. the event began 
with a parade in the park sponsored by 
Leadership Georgetown Alumni.

other festivities included children’s rides, 
face painting, rock-climbing walls and a 
petting zoo, as well as food and arts and 
crafts vendors.

Live music throughout the day led up 
to a fireworks display. Sertoma Club 
President Paul Hooper said about 50,000 
people have come to watch the fireworks 
presentation in the past.

1  Live music performances entertain 
crowds at the annual July Fourth event. 

2  Attendees peruse more than 60 arts 
and crafts vendor booths.

3  Judy Pearce (left), co-founder of 
Heroes night out, talks to visitors at the 
nonprofit’s booth during the festivities. 
the group offers assistance to veterans 
returning to civilian life.

4  Families from throughout Central 
texas participate in the children’s activities 
available in San Gabriel Park. other rides 
included a zip line, ferris wheel and bounce 
houses. 

Chet Garner travels throughout the state of texas on his half-hour 
PBS show “the daytripper” to show people that a great vacation 
can be just a day trip away.  

Georgetown was selected to be featured on the Season 4 finale 
after a competition on Facebook. Garner also relocated his 
production company to the Square in May 2012.

Garner hosted a viewing party June 20 in San Gabriel Park with 
free Blue Bell ice Cream.

the episode can be found at www.thedaytripper.com.

1  Crowds gather June 20 in San Gabriel Park to watch the 
Season 4 finale of “the daytripper” featuring Georgetown.

2  Garner welcomes audience members to the event.

3  Garner signs autographs for fans of the show, and he passed 
out more than 300 cups of Blue Bell ice Cream.

1

2

4 3

2

1

3

Compiled by Beth Wade
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Health Insurance

512.835.9439

Case Study #1
14 Employee Accounting Firm current rates $11,232 / mo.
Current agent says: Stay where you are, you have the best of the best available, can’t get any better, 
to reduce your cost let’s just raise your deductible.
Austin Brokerage Company says: Always check for better rates and benefits.
Results: Savings of $24,000 a year with lower office visit copays and lower deductibles. 
Case Study #2
Husband and wife own a business
Agents say You need an employee or no group.
Austin Brokerage Company says: We can help get you a group.
Blue Cross Blue Shield, Humana, Scott and White Health Plan, United Healthcare, 
Cigna, we represent all the top companies.  Let us compare your benefit package. 
Service is our top priority. We help with claims, billing and other service issues.

Call for a no-obligation quote tailored to meet your needs or email quote request to: info@austinbrokerage.com  

We also offer individual health plans. An Independent Insurance Agency

Vickie & Pitt Garrett

iPhones, smartphones, iPads, tablets, 
video game systems, iPods, music players, 

laptops, GPS units, and more!

Water damage, charging problems, 
cracked screens, shattered phones, audio 

issues, RROD, and more!

Present this ad for 
$10.00 o�  a repair or 

$5.00 o�  an accessory
certain conditions may apply
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Brook’s 
Western Wear
Store rounds up urban and 
traditional Western styles

F rom traditional to modern, Brook’s Western 
Wear, an upscale-style shop, aims to please the 
tastes of every customer. 

“The typical customer knows what they want,” Gen-
eral Manager Christopher Barfield said. “Our job is to 
find that or something comparable.”

The first incarnation of Brook’s was a women’s 
boutique in Salado. In December 2011, the Brook’s in 
Georgetown opened as a Western wear store, and the 
Salado boutique transitioned to a Western store in 2012. 

Though Brook’s contains selections of belts, hats and 
purses, boots take over an entire wall and fill several 
shelves, and jeans fill the opposite wall. 

The store aims to offer traditional and urban tastes in 
both male and female styles in its most popular products, 
Barfield said, adding that tastes often change depending 
on the season—especially when it comes to boot styles.

In the summer, women go for taller boots with more 
pointed toes, he said. 

“Anything you can wear with shorts or skirts,” 
Barfield said. “With boots, every year or so, people want 
a new pair.”

Sun City residents also bring in about half the store’s 
traffic, Store Manager Dusti Harned said. 

“They’re usually looking for pearl snaps or nice button-
ups for church or dancing,” she said. “We get a lot looking 
for boots … a lot of people see our store as a boot store.”

Women’s styles, in particular, make up more of the 
popular inventory, Barfield said.

“We sell more boots and women’s jeans than any-
thing,” he said. 

Changes in traditional Western styles are also 
accounted for in the store’s inventory. Barfield said 
Western trends are taking a swing away from the tradi-
tionally tight and toward more comfortable styles.

Regardless of anyone’s preferences, Barfield said the 
focus remains on keeping the customer happy.

“A lot of people want to shop here because we’re local,” 
Harned said. “We offer great customer service and a 
good selection of boots.”

By Audrey Spencer

BUSineSS

3415 williams drive, Ste. 150
512-863-5300
www.brookswesternwear.com
Mon.–Sat. 9 a.m.–8 p.m., Sun. noon–6 p.m.

Brook’s Western Wear1  Store Manager Dusti Harned (left) and General Manager Christo-
pher Barfield aim to keep all Brook’s Western Wear shoppers happy 
by providing brands and styles the customers want. 

2  Brook’s offers a variety of styles, colors and materials in its 
boot selection in an effort to meet the needs of any customer, from 
traditional Western styles to urban cowboy. 

3  Women’s jeans are some of Brook’s most popular items, Barfield 
said. An entire wall of the store is devoted to denim inventory. 

1

2 3

CEDAR PARK   259-3338
601 E Whitestone Blvd. Ste # 226 at the Railyard  | (FM 1431 & Hwy 183)

GEORGETOWN   930-0707
1103 Rivery Blvd.  | Ste #255 O�  Williams Dr. & IH-35 Frontage

www.AustinFeet.com     Most Insurance Plans Accepted • Hours: M-F 8am - 5pm

Wayne Hurst, DPM, FACFAS
Keith McSpadden, DPM, AACFAS

We Lead the Way in Expert Foot Care

Ask about 
Platelet-Rich 
Plasma Therapy, 
Stem Cell Therapy 
& Topaz.

New minimally invasive 
treatment for heel pain 

available. 

Where COMPASSION, EXPERIENCE & INTEGRITY COME FIRST!
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Shuler and Denise Page opened Gumbo’s North, a steak and seafood restaurant, in October.
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Gumbo’s north
restaurant focuses on customers, community

often referred to as a Cajun res-
taurant, Gumbo’s North owners 
Shuler and Denise Page said they 

want people to know the restaurant offers 
more than just Cajun food.

“I don’t like being referred to as a Cajun 
restaurant, because we really aren’t,” 
Denise said. “We have Cajun food, … but 
we have more non-Cajun dishes.”

Denise said some people hear the res-
taurant has Cajun food and think all the 
food is spicy.

“Everything here is made-to-order 
except for our roux for our gumbo and 
our etouffee,” she said.

The steak and seafood restaurant 
opened in October and features a similar 
menu to Gumbo’s of Round Rock, which 
the Pages owned and closed in 2012.

The location, about three times larger 
than the Round Rock restaurant, pro-
vided some challenges, Denise said.

“We had a lot of growing pains,” 
Denise said. “But it’s been awesome. 
Georgetown has been great.”

The Pages have made several updates 
to the menu including adding gluten-free 
and vegetarian options, expanding the 
lunch menu and offering a lighter-fare 
section with smaller portions during the 
early dinner hours.

Shuler said 80 percent to 85 percent of 
the menu is made up of items that din-
ers have come to expect such as gumbo 
and po’ boy sandwiches; however, since 
opening, Shuler said Gumbo’s has tried 
several new items including a 5-ounce 
petite tenderloin and a double bone-in 
pork chop. Most of the changes come 

from customer requests, he said.
Shuler said the couple is mindful of 

customer requests for menu items and 
has been surprised by the response to 
menu changes. 

“We let [our pastry chef] talk us into 
taking our vanilla custard [off the menu] 
and replacing it with crème brulee. You 
would have thought that we cut some-
body’s arm off. I mean we got emails and 
phone calls,” Shuler said. “We had it off 
for like a week, and then we put it back 
on and took the crème brulee off. … At 
least we know they like it.”

Since opening, the restaurant has also 
hosted several events on the Square, 
including a crawfish boil and wine din-
ners. The restaurant has also partici-
pated in city-sponsored events such 
as the Red Poppy Festival and a store-
front Christmas lighting competition. 
Gumbo’s won in the Window Wonder-
land category.

 In June the Pages expanded the 
restaurant’s hours to include dinner on 
Sunday evenings from 5–9 p.m. Previ-
ously the restaurant had only been open 
for brunch on Sundays.

“Believe it or not, we hardly adver-
tised it, and on the first Sunday, we were 
packed,” Shuler said. “It’s kind of crazy. 
… We opened up for dinner, and here 
they came.”

Shuler said the decision to expand 
hours to Sunday evening was a 
response to continued requests for 
Sunday reservations. 

“That’s what we are all about. Customers 
are the key to our survival,” Denise said.

DininG

701 Main St.
512-943-4214
www.gumbosnorth.com
Lunch: Mon.–Sat. 11 a.m.–2 p.m.
dinner: tue.–Sat. 5–10 p.m., Sun.–Mon. 5–9 p.m.
Brunch: Sun. 11 a.m.–2 p.m.

The menu includes seafood options such as the 
Tortilla Crusted Atlantic Salmon ($24.50).

The main dining area has seating for about 90 
people. A private party room is also available.

Blackened Shrimp Etoufee ($19.50) is one of 
many Cajun dishes on the menu.

Gumbo’s North features a bar and lounge area on the second floor. The restaurant’s full menu is avail-
able to customers dining in the bar, and the restaurant features live music Thursday through Saturday.

By Beth Wade
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SEATING OVERLOOKING THE SQUARE!

4TH FLOOR OF TAMIRO PLAZA

Spicy Chicken

Monday–Saturday:  
Lunch 11–2:30 • Dinner 5–9

Closed Sundays

501 S Austin St 
Georgetown, TX 78626
512-554-2060
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Mike heiligenstein
executive director of the Central texas  
regional Mobility Authority
By Annie Drabicky

The Central Texas Regional Mobility Authority was created in 2002 to improve trans-
portation throughout the area. The Mobility Authority is scheduled to tackle nearly  
$2 billion in roadway projects during the next five years, including overseeing construc-
tion of the $426 million, 6.2-mile Manor Expressway project east of Austin and develop-
ment of express lanes on MoPac. Other projects include Toll 183A, Oak Hill Parkway, 
Bergstrom Expressway and shared-use paths for bicycles and pedestrians. 

Mike Heiligenstein, executive director of the Mobility Authority, said the agency has 
been committed to pedestrian-friendly transportation options since its inception.

“We’ve already got plans for a shared-use path along the US 183 Bergstrom Express-
way north of the airport, and we are working with residents in Oak Hill to identify their 
priorities for bike and pedestrian enhancements along the [Hwy.] 290 corridor,” Heili-
genstein said in an email. “Bicycle and pedestrian facilities will be part of every project 
we do moving forward.”

Heiligenstein visited Community Impact Newspaper to talk about some of the agency’s 
projects. Complete project details are at available at www.mobilityauthority.com/projects.

What are some of the details of the 
moPac Improvement Project?

This is a difficult job, and it’s going to 
be the most complex job we do in Central 
Texas, construction-wise and behavior-wise. 

Say you’re going south [on] MoPac; right 
after Parmer Lane there would be a digital 
reader board that would say, ‘Express lane 
ahead.’ … It might be 50 cents for Segment 
1, which is to [FM] 2222. It might be [for 
example] $2 for Segment 2 down to the 
river downtown.

If you’re in that lane, you’re paying 
unless you’re a bus or a registered vanpool. 
It’s programmed to be pretty seamless, 
but there will be a little bit of turbulence. 
I think it’s going to take a year for all the 
training, [and] for all the driver behavior 
[to change]. 

how will these tolled express lanes 
affect commuters?

If you got on MoPac and you choose to 
use those express lanes, you can get in there 

and go 60 miles per hour all the way with-
out stopping. It’s going to be an incredible, 
different experience, much more reliable. … 
Just think about being able to get on MoPac 
and be able to say, ‘I need to get somewhere,’ 
and go 50 miles an hour. 

What are some other projects  the 
mobility Authority is working on?

The Y at Oak Hill is a huge project. [US] 
183 South to the airport, we can’t underes-
timate that. It’s critical. … If and when we 

ever start doing the express lane again on 
I-35, we will have to have that [183] open. 

What is most important to drivers?
What people will tell you [from] national 

surveys is that you may not be looking for 
the fastest route—you’re looking for the 
most reliable one. Day in and day out, I’ll 
take that route even though it’s 35 minutes 
and some days this [route] is 20 [minutes] 
but some days it’s 60 [minutes]. That’s what 
I don’t like. I don’t like not knowing. 
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Mike Heiligenstein, executive director of the Central Texas Regional Mobility Authority, discusses some of 
the agency’s ongoing and upcoming roadway projects.

FIGHT CANCER

1-888-864-I CAN (4226) 

www.HowAustinFightsCancer.com

• 33,000  patients have been treated since 2006.

• 42   board-certifi ed physicians offer a full range of services, including medical oncology, hematology, radiation oncology, 
gynecologic oncology, neurologic oncology, sarcoma and orthopaedic oncology and breast surgery.

• 46 cancer therapies have been FDA-approved as a result of our research.

• 32 open clinical research trials, including Phase 1 and NCI-funded studies.

• 6 leading-edge radiation oncology centers.

• #1 leader in community-based genetic risk evaluation and testing in the nation.

Learn more about the comprehensive cancer care you can receive at HowAustinFightsCancer.com.

THE LATEST TREATMENTS ARE RIGHT HERE, RIGHT NOW.

AUSTIN  •  BASTROP  •  CEDAR PARK  •  HARKER HEIGHTS  •  KYLE  •  LAKEWAY  

MARBLE FALLS  •  ROUND ROCK  •  SAN MARCOS  •  SMITHVILLE

Comprehensive cancer care 
is right here in Austin.
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i n October 2008, Pflugerville 
resident Matthew Evans was 
turning 15 and wanted to 

throw a birthday party, but his ideal 
celebration did not center on games 
or eating cake. Instead of receiving 
gifts, Evans wanted to give back to 
his community. 

The result was the first Teen Green 
Party for a Purpose, at which Evans 
and his friends planted 30 trees at Lake 
Pfluger Park. Having been turned 
down by other service organizations 
that did not take volunteers younger 
than 18, Evans decided to take the 
party even further and created Dis-
cover Green Young Environmental 
Leaders Inc., a nonprofit dedicated to 
preserving the environment.

“[Evans and his friends] thought 
that having a service project as a 
birthday party was a great idea, and 
so [Evans] decided he wanted to make 
Discover Green a regular thing,” 
Discover Green Youth Director Sarah 
Young said. “He made it a nonprofit 
so that kids could get together in the 
community and do things that they’re 
passionate about.”

Sarah, Evans’ stepsister, attended 
the party and became one of the 
group’s first eco-inspiration coaches, 
leaders who spearhead the organiza-
tion’s projects. In 2011, when Evans 
left for college, Sarah, then 15, took 
the reins as the head of Discover 
Green, and she now coordinates 
projects and presentations, gathers 
volunteers and applies for grants on 
Discover Green’s behalf.

“I look for service projects that are 
needed, people that need [help] with 
projects,” she said. 

Most of those projects are tree 
plantings, but volunteers also mark 
storm drains, give presentations on 

environmental issues, participate 
with local organizations such as 4-H 
and clean up trash. Discover Green 
volunteers can also be found partici-
pating in events such as Pflugerville’s 
Nature Day, repairing the gardens at 
Seton Medical Center Williamson, 
or working with various cities and 
municipalities from Georgetown to 
San Antonio to target where they can 
help. Projects also include educa-
tional speakers and incentives for 
volunteers to do a good job.

“We have some kind of motivation 
at the end [of a project], and usually 
that’s pizza,” Sarah said. “What moti-
vates teens more than free food?”

For younger volunteers, Sarah 
started Sapling Parties with a Pur-
pose last year, which encourages 
children ages 4–9 to plant smaller 
saplings.

A grant from outdoors store REI 
also allowed Discover Green to 
purchase smaller, child-friendly tools 
for planting saplings. Sarah’s sister, 
Marie, who was 4 when the organiza-
tion started and was often frustrated 
when she could not use full-sized 
tools, donated her playhouse as a shed 
for the tools.

“[Marie] would be tagging along, 
but she wanted to use the tools like 
everyone else,” Sarah said. “So [in 
2011] she decided to donate her 
playhouse in the backyard to make a 
tool shed. We got a grant for $5,000 
from REI, and we filled the tool shed 
with child-friendly tools so they can 
actually get in with the shovels to dig 
a hole or use the trash grabbers that 
aren’t hard to grasp.”

Since its beginning as a teenage 
birthday party, more than 3,244 
youths have volunteered with Dis-
cover Green, and in addition to its 

Pflugerville roots, the organization 
has chapters in Marble Falls and San 
Antonio. In developing Discover 
Green, Evans also wrote a replication 
guide, which the organization still 
uses, to show youth in other commu-
nities how to start similar groups.

 “Even though they started here 
and probably 80 percent of what they 
do is local or regional, it’s been really 
fun to kind of watch them [expand 
and] try to figure out what works for 
them,” said Kate Young, a Discover 
Green adult volunteer and mother of 
Evans, Sarah and Marie.

As a primarily youth-driven 
organization, Discover Green is 
always looking for young volunteers 
to coordinate and participate in 
projects. Adult volunteers are also 
needed to help guide activities, serve 
pizza and help with equipment. All 
interested volunteers can contact the 
organization at www.facebook.com/
discovergreen.

Discover Green
Group encourages youth to help preserve the environment

nonProFiT

Discover Green

1000 Purple Martin drive, 
Pflugerville
512-670-0359
www.discovergreenyel.org

Sarah Young (kneeling) shows a group of young volunteers how 
to plant saplings.

Discover Green invites volunteers of all ages to help its mem-
bers preserve the environment.
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By Korri Kezar

an environmental footprint

the nonprofit 
has received 
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 in grants.
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the city of Georgetown and williamson 
County completed the widening of 
williams drive northwest of the Shell road 
intersection in december 2010. Since that 
time, new businesses have opened and 
the area has seen new developments. 

Businesses

1  dr. Kalpana K. Jatla opened Clarity 
Eye Center, 4500 williams drive, Ste. 228, 
in october. the office offers eye exams, 
cataract surgery, diabetic eye exams, 
eyelid surgery, glaucoma care and laser 
surgery. 512-868-3937. www.clarityeye.net

2  Paul dicks opened Zounds Hearing 
on April 1 at 105 wildwood drive,  
Ste. 212, to provide hearing aid fitting and 
dispensing services. Zounds Hearing also 
works with the Sertoma Club to collect, 
repair and redistribute hearing aids.  
512-863-4333. www.zoundshearing.com

3  Georgetown Family Health Clinic, 
located at 105 wildwood drive, Ste. 201, is 

a family practice providing general health 
care. dr. James B. thompson has been 
practicing medicine in Georgetown for  
15 years, and the clinic celebrated its sixth 
anniversary in June. 512-763-3220.  
www.gtownfhc.com

4  ERA Colonial Real Estate expanded 
its office at 4909 williams drive in 
december. the company has been in 
Georgetown since 2001 and also offers 
rental property management.  
512-868-0403. www.colonialrealestate.com

Restaurants

5  Located at 4500 williams drive, 
Ste. 200, in the H-e-B shopping center, 
Yaghi’s Pizzeria offers new york–style 
pizza made fresh daily. owner Khal yaghi 
opened the Georgetown location in 2010. 
512-868-9991. www.yaghispizzeria.com

6  John despertt moved BB’s Home 
Cooking to 4701 williams drive, Bldg. 1, in 
2009. the restaurant also offers a full bar 

and patio seating. 512-868-6700.  
www.bbshomecooking.com

Development

7  Assisted living center Legacy at 
Georgetown will host a ribbon cutting at 
4907 williams drive on July 18. See  
Page 6 for more information. 

8  Georgetown Pediatric Dentistry is 
constructing a new office at 4507 williams 
drive. See Page 6 for more information.

9  Georgetown Mortgage LLC is 
constructing an office park at 4819 
williams drive, which includes five planned 
buildings, the largest of which is 10,000 
square feet. that building will include the 
company’s corporate office and a local 
branch. the company is expected to move 
to the new building by the end of July.  
512-930-7888. www.gtnmtg.com

10  Construction on the new headquarters 
of Vitalogy Skincare began in April at 

4513 williams drive. the building will 
house the dermatology practice’s business 
office, medical spa and dermatology office 
and is expected open in 2014.  
www.vitalogyskincare.com

 Future land Use

11  City Council approved rezoning 
9.2 acres at 4775 williams drive from 
agriculture to local commercial use at 
its June 11 meeting. Specific plans for 
building on the property have not yet 
been made, Georgetown Senior Planner 
Mike elabarger said.  
www.georgetown.org

12  City Council rezoned about 34 acres 
at 4700 williams drive at its June 25 
meeting. the rezoning changed 9.04 
acres of office district and 25.13 acres of 
local commercial district to 14.97 acres 
of office district and 19.20 acres of local 
commercial district.
this is a sample of businesses and organizations in the area. 

the list is not comprehensive.
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Capital area metropolitan Planning 
Organization
CAMPO coordinates regional transportation 
planning in Bastrop, Burnet, Caldwell, Hays, Travis 
and Williamson counties and with Capital Metro, 
the Capital Area Rural Transportation System and 
the Texas Department of Transportation. CAMPO 
is governed by its policy board, which consists of 
regional and local officials. CAMPO is responsible 
for approving a long-range transportation plan 
every five years as well as short-range plans for 
transportation improvement.

Transit Working Group 
Created by CAMPO in 2007, the TWG provides 
input and feedback on regional transportation 
plans, including Project Connect. It is led by Austin 
Mayor Lee Leffingwell, and other members include 
elected officials and stakeholders in the Central 
Texas region.

Project Connect
This is a partnership of several Central Texas 
transportation groups to create a regional transit 
plan. Capital Metro, the city of Austin and the Lone 
Star Rail District signed interlocal agreements 
this spring to formalize their partnership and be 
recognized as the three main agencies involved.

north Corridor
Within Project Connect are five corridors that will 
provide specific detail of which types of transit 
service are appropriate in each corridor. The North 
Corridor was deemed the most important, and that 
area is bounded by MoPac, I-35 and SH 130 from 
downtown Austin to Georgetown. Two committees 
of transportation planners, elected officials and 
other stakeholders in the North Corridor study area 
are involved in the corridor’s planning.

Capital metro 
Established in 1985, Capital Metro is the region’s 
public transportation provider of bus service and 
the MetroRail service that runs from downtown 
Austin to Leander. It is the lead agency in Project 
Connect, and President/CEO Linda Watson is 
chairwoman of the Project Connect executive 
committee.

Central Texas regional mobility authority
The Mobility Authority is an independent state 
agency created in 2002 and focuses on multimodal 
transportation solutions in Travis and Williamson 
counties. It oversees the MoPac Improvement 
Project, which will add one toll lane in each direction 
on MoPac from Parmer Lane to Lady Bird Lake and 
will allow buses to use the toll lanes for free.

lone Star rail District 
In 1997, the Texas Legislature approved creating 
an Austin-San Antonio rail district, and the LSRD 
was officially formed in 2003. LSRD is planning a 
regional and commuter rail line that would run from 
San Antonio to Georgetown. Its board of directors 
includes elected officials from cities and counties 
that would be served by the rail line, as well as 
representatives from Capital Metro and CAMPO.

Behind the wheel
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Making the connection
Central Texas regional public transit plan

Project Connect is a regional public transit plan designed 
to provide people with more choices for getting around 
Central Texas. Within the plan are five corridors, including 
the North Corridor, an area stretching from downtown 
Austin to Georgetown. Below are three maps created by 
the North Corridor team of transportation planners and 

public officials. The maps were unveiled June 24–26 and 
highlight a plethora of future and existing bus and rail 
service to this area. In the fall, the team will come back 
to the community with a locally preferred alternative that 
could be one of the three maps or features from each. The 
final map could receive approval by late fall or winter.

Cedar Park

north Burnet/Gateway

This option includes 
more Connect bus routes 
and an extension of the 
MetroRapid bus service 
from North Austin to 
Georgetown.

Map not to scale

Howard Lane

Central Austin

motorists] to get out of their cars and be 
dependent on transit and getting [people] 
to where they need to go,” he said. “We have 
to work on that change if we’re going to 
have transit be successful in Georgetown.”

North Corridor
Hemingson said Project Connect is the 

bird’s-eye view of adding regional transit 
services, but within it are five corridors that 
will provide a more detailed picture into 
the needs of specific parts of the region.

The North Corridor, which includes the 
area from downtown Austin to George-
town and is bounded by MoPac and I-35 
on the west and SH 130 on the east, was 
deemed the highest priority for the area.

During several community engagement 
events June 24–26, the North Corridor 
team unveiled three proposed transit maps 
outlining the different types of service that 
could run through the area.

Capital Metro, the city of Austin and 
the Lone Star Rail District, a regional rail 
group, signed interlocal agreements this 
spring to formalize their partnership for 
spearheading Project Connect. Funding 
will come from the agencies as well as the 
partner communities that sign on to bring 
service to their area.

“One of the unique things about this 
project is—unlike when we do studies 
within Capital Metro—this one really can’t 
go forward unless the communities are on 
board,” Hemingson said.

Lone Star Rail District
On June 25, Georgetown City Council 

approved pulling its membership from the 
LSRD in a 6-1 vote. The city had been a 
member of the district for six years. 

LSRD Rail Director Joseph Black said 
that by dissolving its membership in the 
district and giving up its seat on the board 
of directors, the city would lose its chance 
to help plan the system. Membership dues 
from cities pay for feasibility and environ-
mental studies as well as legal work related 
to the rail project.

Black also warned that the district’s 
board may choose to halt environmental 
studies to bring the rail system to George-
town and prioritize future plans to go to 
Hutto and Taylor ahead of plans to build to 
Georgetown.

Despite the council’s decision, Heming-
son said the city could eventually change 
its mind about being included in the 
LSRD, so the North Corridor maps still 
indicate regional rail stopping in George-
town. He said the Project Connect system 
map shows rail still makes sense in the 
long run.

“While it is disappointing and it may not 
bode well for public transportation in that 
area, from a study perspective it doesn’t 
have a major impact,” he said.

The North Corridor maps indicate that 
Lone Star Rail would run on the Union 

Transit
Continued from | 1

Pacific line through Austin and into 
Round Rock where it would then run on 
the former MoKan rail line right of way to 
Georgetown.

Eason said Lone Star Rail will be built, 
but the question remains as to whether 
Georgetown will get a station.

“If we don’t, we’re cut off from economic 
development, we’re cut off from learning, 
accessing medical institutions more easily 
and effectively and efficiently,” she said. “It 
would be a serious problem for George-
town if we were not involved.”

Eason voted in favor of leaving the dis-
trict, but said she did so she can bring the 
item back to City Council for reconsid-
eration.

Creating the maps
Transportation planners, elected offi-

cials and other stakeholders from cities and 
organizations in the North Corridor region 
were involved in the corridor’s planning.

The North Corridor team used travel 
patterns and employment, population and 
land-use data to create three maps that 
outline possible options for new bus or rail 
service. The maps include three types of bus 
service—Express, Rapid and Connect—plus 
commuter and regional rail to connect Aus-
tin with Round Rock, Pflugerville, George-
town, Hutto, Manor and Webberville.

Polasek said he has been focused on local 
transportation efforts such as trying to work 
out a deal with Capital Metro to replace the 

Capital Area Regional Transportation Sys-
tem on-demand bus service that the city 
recently lost and working with the Texas 
Department of Transportation for better 
north-south connectivity.

“This Project Connect North [Corridor] 
is really kind of a compilation of all those 
efforts,” he said. “It’s synthesizing or pull-
ing together all of these different planning 
efforts. If it can help get funding for some 
type of better commuter service in the future 
with Capital Metro or Lone Star Rail or who-
ever provides the service, I’m all for it.”

The North Corridor plan includes 
expanding Capital Metro’s Express bus 
service, which is designed to operate on 
highways and to travel between suburbs 
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alternative 2–express alternative 3–high capacity

Proposed service

 Commuter rail

 Rapid buses

 Express buses

 Connect buses

existing service

 MetroRail Red Line 

 MetroRapid (2014)

 Freight rail

Other projects

 Regional rail  
 (Lone Star Rail District)

 Urban rail  
 (city of Austin)

 

 Existing Park & Ride

 Proposed Park & Ride

 Former MoKan rail line 
 right of way

 Study corridor limits

regional rail will travel longer 
distances between large cities 
and can use existing railroad 
lines. It may also connect 
different regions and major 
activity centers.

Commuter rail travels between 
suburbs and cities. An example is 
MetroRail.

urban rail will be an electric-
powered service that could 

operate in mixed traffic, in its 
own lane or in a separate right 
of way. It will travel within urban 
locations and can be used to link 
to other transit systems.

rapid buses will be able to 
carry more passengers and will 
use more technology such as 
communicating with traffic lights 
to keep them green longer for 
a speed advantage. Routes run 
within cities and suburbs.

express buses likely will 
operate in highway lanes or 
designated toll lanes that are 
free of charge to public transit 
vehicles. They will have limited 
stops and operate between cities 
and suburbs.

Connect will be a new local bus 
service that will travel within 
a city and between centers of 
population and employment, with 
more frequent stops.

CAMPO growth centers Major transit hub
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1
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Sources: Capital Metro and Hdr engineering inc.

The final option has a mix 
of all three bus services 
and would extend the 
commuter rail line east to 
Manor and Elgin.

This option also includes 
Connect bus service and 
expands the Express bus 
service, which is geared 
toward longer trips and 
operates on highways.

Map not to scaleMap not to scale

Find related stories at impactnews.com. Keyword search

Lone Star Rail Distirct, Project Connect

and cities. Service could be extended north 
from the Tech Ridge Park & Ride into 
Pflugerville, Round Rock and Georgetown.

Hemingson said the North Corridor 
team included the possibility of Express 
bus service using future toll lanes on I-35. 
Using toll lanes would give the Express ser-
vice a speed and reliability advantage supe-
rior to other vehicles on the road.

The North Corridor maps introduce a 
new bus service called Connect, designed 
for shorter trips with more frequent stops 
on arterial roads such as FM 1460. One 
route will connect Georgetown to Leander 
and Cedar Park via FM 1431. Polasek said 
he had asked about including that east-west 
connection because a lot of residents of 

Cedar Park and Leander commute to work 
in downtown Georgetown.

“With all of the development on [FM] 
1431 and future development on Leander 
Road in Georgetown, having some alter-
native to traditional automobile traffic is 
going to be probably necessary, especially 
with what’s going on with fuel [prices] and 
our ability to build roads, which is really 
getting limited because of the funding situ-
ation,” Polasek said.

During the summer, the North Cor-
ridor team will hone the details of cost, 
operation, ridership, economic effect and 
environmental issues and compare the 
three alternatives.

In the fall, the team will come back to the 

community with a locally preferred alterna-
tive that could be one of the three maps or 
features from each, Hemingson said. The 
final map could receive approval by late fall 
or winter, and it would also be incorporated 
into CAMPO’s 2040 long-range plan, which 
is a requirement for federally funded or 
regionally significant projects, Polasek said.

Land use
The North Corridor team also con-

sidered the growth centers developed by 
CAMPO for its long-range plan. These 
centers are areas of growth that would con-
nect to public transit. Part of the analysis 
included reviewing each city in the North 
Corridor for its comprehensive land-use 

plan and how land has been zoned for 
development.

David Taylor, senior vice president with 
HDR Engineering Inc., which is providing 
technical assistance for planning the North 
Corridor, said the goal is to see how land 
use and development would line up with 
the placement of Project Connect services.

“Transit can do two things: It can chase 
land use, or transit can change land use. 
We have opportunities to grow over time,” 
Taylor said.

Additional reporting by Beth Wade
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WANT TO TAKE CONTROL OF YOUR HEALTH?

Megan Fox, PA-C | Wendi Wagner Kleppinger, PA-C | Kay In, MD
Thomas Bohmfalk, MD | Greg Willis, MD

Ronald Only, DO | Florence Spitler, DO | Daniel Voss, MD

ExpressCare Walk-In Clinic 
7am– 5pm Mon-Fri

3201 S. Austin Ave., Suite 210, Georgetown, TX
www.georgetownmedical.com | 512-763-4000
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SE Inner Loop Dr.

GROWING HEALTHY FAMILIES IN OUR COMMUNITY FOR OVER 60 YEARS!

Contact us to become web-enabled on our Patient Portal
Access your records, request appointments and communicate with staff!
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lacrosse, we’ve had a nice growth in our 
first-year enrollment.”

The addition of the two sports teams is 
expected to add about 100 new students, 
he said.

In 2010, the university adopted the Shap-
ing Our Future strategic plan, which called 
for the school to increase its student body 
from 1,250 to about 1,500 in five years. This 
year’s enrollment achieves that goal ahead 
of schedule, Voskuil said. 

“One of the objectives in our strategic 
plan was to get to 1,500 students, and it 
looks like we will be close to 1,525 or so this 
fall. That’s pretty significant,” he said. “Our 
enrollment last fall was 1,394. That enroll-
ment last fall was the largest ever. Obvi-
ously we leapfrogged right over 1,500, and 
we are where we want to be.”

The increased student population is 
expected to help the school’s budget, which 
in previous years had been affected by a 
transition to a tuition-based model from an 
endowment-revenue model, said Ron Swain, 
senior adviser to the president for strate-
gic planning and assessment, in Decem-
ber 2011. Fewer students than expected in 
the 2011–12 school year contributed to a  
$2.8 million shortfall.

Southwestern
Continued from | 1

Voskuil said the increased enrollment is 
also expected to help maximize the univer-
sity’s facilities.

“I think that particular size of enroll-
ment, from my perspective, allows you to 
have very active programming across the 
campus,” Voskuil said. “Whether it be ath-
letic programs, sororities or fraternities, 
whether it be academic clubs and orga-
nizations or fine arts productions, you’ll 
find that an enrollment of about that size 
enables each of those programs to have a 
sufficient number of students to make it 
worthwhile.”

Voskuil said most areas of enrollment 
are increasing, including a jump from two 
or three international students to 14 this 
fall and an increase in transfer students, 
partly because of a grant from the Jack Kent 
Cooke Foundation.

“This year we had about 3,550 first-year 
applications and 270 transfer applications 
for the fall. Our applicant pool this year is 
about 750 more applications than last year,” 
he said, adding that along with enrollment 
increasing, interest in the university in 
terms of applications has also increased. 
“We’ve struggled a couple of years with the 
numbers, but this year we blew the top off.” 

On June 17, Southwestern announced 
it had received a $1.15 million grant from 
The Brown Foundation Inc. of Houston 
that will help fund construction of the 
university’s new science center. 

The school began working on the cen-
ter’s design in December. Construction 
on the project that includes remodeling 
and adding 23,700 square feet of space 
to the existing Fondren-Jones Science 
Building could start in spring 2014, said 
Bob Mathis, associate vice president for 
facilities and campus services.

About $1 million from the grant will 
go toward the center’s construction and 
allow the university to claim a $1 million 
challenge grant from the J.E. and L.E. 
Mabee Foundation of Tulsa, Okla., that 
was awarded in January.

The grant brings the total amount of 
money raised for the science center to 
$8 million, which will allow the first 

Southwestern awarded grant for science center

phase of the project to begin. Phase 1 is 
expected to be completed for the 2015–
16 school year, Mathis said.

“Our objective is to provide a great 
science education,” said Rick McKelvey, 
vice president for institutional advance-
ment at Southwestern, after the school 
was awarded the Mabee Foundation 
challenge grant. “We have the faculty. 
We have the students. Now we want to 
have a contemporary facility that meets 
their level.”

The project’s second phase will include 
remodeling portions of the building con-
structed in 1954. 

Once the expansion is completed, a new 
three-story entrance will be built on the 
northwest side of the building, which will 
have 103,000 square feet of classrooms, 
offices, seminar rooms and laboratories.

The entire project is expected to cost 
$24 million.

Construction on Phase 1 of improvements to the Fondren-Jones Science Building could begin in 
early 2014. The work will add 23,700 square feet of space.

For more information visit impactnews.com
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edward Burger
Southwestern university president

What drew you to administration?
The past 12 years or so, I’ve been think-

ing much more broadly about education. 
I’ve been trying to think about not just 
what I do when I engage with my stu-
dents, but what we can do as a commu-
nity to work together—administrators, 
faculty, staff, alumni and students—to 
come together to offer the most meaning-
ful, rich educational experience. That led 
a number of the initiatives that I actually 
drove both at Williams [College] and 
at Baylor [University]. It seemed like a 
natural progression. The idea being of an 
administrator, whatever that means, that’s 
something that is not very meaningful to 
me. I see myself as an educator but at the 
next kind of level in a progression where 
I’m now working with an entire campus 
and a much larger, more diverse popula-
tion of individuals as we all try to think 
about what education should mean in the 
21st century. 

What drew you to Southwestern?
When I was told that someone nomi-

nated me as a candidate and asked if I 
would consider it, I thought that it was a 
wonderful opportunity. As I discovered 
more about the actual curriculum and 
the Paideia Program in particular, the 
work with civic engagement and the 
idea that faculty are coming together 
and thinking across [departmental] 
lines, I found that very exciting, and I 
believe that to be the future.   

how will you approach taking the 
leadership role at Southwestern?

One of the things I was stressing is how 
important it is to work collaboratively 
with faculty, staff, students and alumni to 
get all those voices to come together and 

hear those common themes, and then the 
leader of the institution should be able to 
listen to those common themes and pull 
those out and put them on [out in] front 
as we go forward. That’s what I plan on 
doing, and that’s what I’ve been doing in 
my intervening months trying to learn 
and get up to speed. 

how do you see your role as 
president?

This gets back to how I define myself as 
a president [who will] continue my work 
as an educator. I see it as kind of a global 
educator. That will include engaging with 
students in the classroom, which I really 
look forward to doing, [and] working 
with faculty in adding my voice to a 
conversation about pedagogy and where 
education is moving in the 21st century. 

I also see my role as spokesperson 
for Southwestern … to try to attract indi-
viduals to look at Southwestern … and to 
think about the elements of the institu-
tion that will keep it going in perpetuity. 

how do you plan to continue 
to work on the university’s 
integration into the city?

Engagement with Georgetown is 
extremely important.

We have to get to know each other, 
and then see where there are going to 
be exciting opportunities for us to get 
together and work on things. 

I want to be engaged with the “town 
and gown” committees and the mayor, 
the former mayor, the president of the 
chamber of commerce. I think there really 
are lots of opportunities, and we have to 
think about things that are good for both 
Southwestern and Georgetown because 
when one benefits, the other benefits. 
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Edward Burger took office as Southwestern University’s 15th president July 1 
after the Southwestern University board of trustees selected him Feb. 18.
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Our Spacious 1,850 square foot townhome is fresh & contemporary conceived with the modern urban lo�  
lifestyle in mind.  O� ering all the comforts of home without the upkeep, smart new elements of your dream lo� , 
and the prevailing maintenance free preference of today’s professional lifestyle.

Living the Loft Lifestyle

Remarkably priced from $260,000
512.868.9947 

www.UniversityPlaceTownhomes.com enviable by any standard…

Introducing…

The Loft
Anchored by an impressive granite/stainless/travertine 
kitchen and multi-tiered island, the lo�  living areas are 
� exible open & sunny.  
Behind the wall on this 
level, is a Master Suite to 
covet…ceiling to � oor walls 
of windows, En Suite spa 
bath featuring walk-in open 
shower with waterfall heads, 
jetted tub,  frameless glass 
shower enclosures.

 e lower level is as all business 
with a spacious 2 car attached 
garage, private maintained fenced 
yard, o�  ce/gym & inviting guest 
suite. All dressed up in Hardwood 
and natural stone surfaces as 
standard appointments.  O� ering 
all the comforts of home without the upkeep, this smart new so�  lo�  is 
modern and relevant for today’s busy professionals.

Two lofts are ready for occupancy now, 
or design your own for a summer  move in.

University Place, Georgetown’s boutique condo community…modern and 
maintenance free.  Your � rst step towards worry-free workdays and peace of 
mind to travel.  Overlooking the beautiful Southwestern University Campus 
and just a short walk to Georgetown’s historic square and its vibrant dining 
and social locales...perfect urban lo   lifestyle.

And The Best Kept Secret??? This 
Spectacular Urban Loft Can Be Your 

Next Step To A New Life Style.
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Featured neighborhood
Gabriels overlook, 78628

Build-out year: Not built out

Builders: Absolute Custom Homes, Berry Creek Builders, 
Custom Homes by Marie Bietsch, Dimension Builders, 
Drennan Day Custom Homes, Ewald Custom Homes, Hahn 
Custom Homes, Horizon Homebuilders, J.K. Builders, 
JMS Design & Construction, K Bar T Custom Homes, Oak 
Ridge Homes, Value Builders, Watts Custom Homes, David 
Weekley Homes, Woodridge Homes

Square footage: 1,935–5,631

Home values: $258,033–$753,251

HOa dues (estimated): $475/year mandatory

amenities: Gated community

Property taxes:

Williamson County $0.449029 
Williamson County ESD No. 4 $0.100000 
Williamson County FM/RD $0.040000 
Liberty Hill ISD $1.450000

Total (per $100 value) $2.039029

Market Data provided by 
Nason Hengst

Keller Williams
512-775-7900, nason@nasoncompany.com

real eSTaTe

Homes on the market (As of June 28, 2013)

Featured homesoverview

annual home sales (June 28, 2012–June 28, 2013)

No. of homes for sale 6

No. of homes under contract 3

Average days on the market 8

No. of homes sold 23

Square footage (low/high) 2,334 / 4,721

Selling price (low/high) $260,000 / $560,000
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3 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath 3,142 sq. ft. $385,000
Agent: Katherine Teeter  512-635-0598

130 Gabriels Loop

4 Bedroom / 3 Bath 3,362 sq. ft. $459,500
Agent: Nicole Scott  512-930-2000

164 Waterford Lane

3 Bedroom / 3 Bath 2,392 sq. ft. $360,000
Agent: Johnny Duke  512-228-2886

421 Lake Side Drive

4 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath 4,114 sq. ft. $469,900
Agent: Jon Pfau  512-635-0232

213 Ridge View Drive
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PartnersInBuilding.com

D R E A M  H O M E S  D O  C O M E  T R U EEQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ENVIRONMENTS FOR ®

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ENVIRONMENTS FOR ®

estrella crossing
 in georgetown

With over 25 years of experience, Partners in Building has become one 
of the most well-respected home builders in Texas, offering outstanding 
service and cutting-edge designs that transcend the traditional.  

ESTRELLA CROSSING
167 Estrella Crossing
Georgetown, TX 78628

• Spacious 1 acre wooded homesites
• Close access to I-35

Renée Damron - 512-868-8474
renee.damron@partnersinbuilding.com

We also offer a Build On your Lot Program throughout  
the greater Austin area  512-263-9906 

Se Habla Español
1002 N. AUSTIN AVE. IN GEORGETOWN
DAY: 512-863-4308    NIGHTS: 512-818-6192 M-F 7:30-5:30

WE HONOR MOST EXTENDED WARRANTIES

FREE ROAD TEST 
& ESTIMATE
SEMI-SYNTHETIC 

OIL CHANGE WITH COUPON

COOLANT CHECK 
WITH COUPON

COMPUTER SCAN
WITH COUPON

Up to 5 Qts.
Diesels 

Excluded
*Oil filter extra

$19.95

FREE
FREE

  Expires 8/08/13

 Expires 8/08/13

Expires 8/08/13

Antifreeze, Belts, 
Hoses, and Check for 

Visible Leaks

Computer Scan

• Independently owned 
and operated by local 
resident Joe Bob Kay

• Friendly, honest and 
ethical service and 
repairs

• Free estimates
• Fixed right the first time
• Comfortable and clean 

waiting area

The Georgetown 
Interstate Transmission 
Difference

TTTTTTTTThhhhhhhhhhhheeeeeeeeee GGGGGGGGGeeeeeeeeeoooorrrrrrrrggggeeeeeeeeetttoooooooowwwwwn
Inttteeeeerrrrrrrrrrrrssssssttttattteeeeee  TTTTTTTTTrrrrrrrranssm
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Market Data
Market Data provided by 

Cecilia Roberts
Coldwell Banker United Realtor

512-930-2000, croberts@cbunited.com
on the market  (June 1–30, 2013) Monthly home sales

Number of homes for sale Average days on the market

Price Range 78626 78628 78633 78626 78628 78633

Less than $100,000 6 1 3 92 20 28

$100,000–$149,999 19 11 - 40 12 -

$150,000–$199,999 40 14 8 31 37 9

$200,000–$299,999 20 58 39 34 35 32

$300,000–$399,999 8 37 27 79 58 43

$400,000–$499,999 5 22 24 16 66 54

$500,000–$749,999 3 26 15 99 44 44

$750,000–$999,999 3 4 2 273 184 66

$1 million + 2 9 2 205 88 230

Number of homes sold Average price

Month 78626 78628 78633 78626 78628 78633

June 2013 28 52 64 $191,248 $325,038 $277,660

June 2012 26 52 68 $150,685 $261,716 $249,428

May 2013 51 53 82 $177,729 $295,755 $296,625

April 2013 35 53 63 $194,098 $270,787 $272,350

March 2013 26 37 59 $159,200 $279,012 $253,858

February 2013 17 33 41 $160,844 $289,107 $247,801

January 2013 14 24 44 $266,455 $266,670 $236,804

December 2012 27 32 59 $209,158 $315,173 $290,070

November 2012 22 26 53 $153,474 $231,642 $248,882

5201 County Road 124 Georgetown
A unique property to serve an agile high-tech small business, 
blending employee resort living amid beautifully landscaped 
ponds with high-tech quick business response via an on-site 
(partially completed) airport with three taxiways, and runway 
and taxiway lights.  100+/- acres with 3 large ponds.
MLS # 5611419 • $600,000 • Freddy Nunnery (512) 635-0909

106 Birdstone Georgetown
Best priced lot in Cimarron Hills.  This could be a 
once in a lifetime opportunity.  Build your dream 
home here!

MLS # 2515236 • $69,900 • Denise Arndt (512) 508-4014

2726 Perkins Pl. Georgetown
4 BD, 2.5 BA 2 story home with approx. 2,650 s.f.  Tons 
of Custom built in bookcases.  Quartz countertops.  Two 
custom entertainment centers and beautiful fl ooring.

 MLS# 9449353 • $199,999 • Michelle Bretzke (512)413-3366

449 Moth Rd Killeen
Rare 23+/- ag exempt acres w/ adorable 4/2 home, guest 
house, barn, storage buildings and more.  Incredibly 
beautiful land w/ wet weather creek.  Privacy, low taxes 
& NO restrictions!
MLS # 2083867 • $299,000 • Jane Sissons (512) 635-9068

107 Orange Tree Ln Georgetown
3 BD, 2.5 BA, with a loft located in Crystal Knoll.  
Beautiful yard with lots of privacy.  Start your house 
hunt today at www.househuntforfree.com

 MLS# 8587464 • $134,900 • Kristin Hepp (512) 300-3332

CIM
ARRON 

HILLS

2025 County Road 262 Georgetown
3 BD, 2.5BA, custom open one story home with 2 living 
areas, 2 dining areas, granite, stainless appliances travertine, 
oversized rooms, covered patio, trees and 1+ acre.  Close to 
Lake Georgetown. 
MLS #  9801452 • $425,000  • Freddy Nunnery (512) 635-0909

225 Bronco Blvd. Liberty Hill
4-BD, 2-BA home that offers an open fl oor plan with 
separate offi ce, sunroom and huge gameroom.  High 
ceilings, 42” cabinets, corner fi replace, large patio and 
large live oak trees… all on 1+/- acre lot 
MLS # 8633900 • $248,500 • Freddy Nunnery (512) 635-0909

314 Ridge Run Dr Georgetown
Swimming pool and 3 car garage, beautiful lot in River 
Ridge, bedroom down with bath.  3,491 +/- sq ft, total 
5 BD, 3.5 BA.

 MLS # 3367889 • $347,500 • Denise Arndt (512) 508-4014

County Road 349/FM 971 Granger
6.6+/- Acres corner lot with water on property great view with-in 
minutes from down town Granger. 

MLS # 3942380 • $69,500 • Bertha Godinez (512)635-4222

Track 32 Hidden Springs Dr. Salado
Prime 2.5+/- acre wooded lot in Salado’s premier community of 
Hidden Springs.  Gorgeous mature trees, level building site & 
plenty of privacy.  Lot is pie-shaped, in culdesac & towards 
the front of the subdivision.  
MLS # 8937819 • $37,000 • Jane Sissons (512) 635-9068

401 County Road 246 Florence
Executive ranch home with outstanding horse facilities.  
4-BD, 3.5 BA, 2 fi replaces, huge covered porch, pool, 
woods, pastures, 8-stall barn, arena, pipe fences, pond, 
Georgetown schools, close-in location.

MLS # 9683140 • $1,500,000 • Sandy Barr (512) 635-7725

1101 County Road 284 Liberty Hill
Ag exempt 17 +/- acres. Beautiful home with tons of 
custom touches. Great Liberty Hill schools. 4 BD, 3 BA, 
plus upstairs gameroom.

MLS # 6591409 • $599,999 • Nicole Scott (512) 632-6790

MOTIVATED

SELLER!!!

50
 

ACRES

NEW

LISTING

www.cbunited.com/georgetown • 512-930-2000 • 1701 Williams Drive, Georgetown

Buying, Selling or Relocating?
We are still here... @ 1701 Williams Drive
#yournexthome #sellyourhome

UNDER CONTRACT IN 2 DAYS!

UNRESTRICTED

(512) 930-2000
Cecilia Roberts

VP of Sales 
(512) 633-4900
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recent Property listings ZiP code guide
ZIP code Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Price Sq.ft. Agent Agency Phone

78626 Katy Crossing 127 River Park Lane 3br/2ba $225,000  2,300 Kari Christ Keller Williams Realty–GT 512-784-8181

78626 Katy Crossing 130 Meadowlark Circle 4br/2ba $144,900  1,424 Kent Steenken Keller Williams Realty–GT 512-635-0439

78626 Pinnacle 110 Avalanche Ave. 3br/2ba $146,000  1,562 Allison Heeney Spencer Properties 512-659-1699

78626 Pinnacle 210 Precipice Way 3br/2ba $167,990  2,007 Lissette Padro-Calderon Urban Homes and Land 512-591-5483

78626 Pinnacle 405 Green Slope Lane 3br/2ba $179,750  1,847 MaryEllen Kersch J.B. Goodwin, Realtors 512-863-7174

78626 Smith S. Survey 9500 and 9508 E. Hwy. 29 2br/1ba $79,900  525 Scott Stribling Century 21 HSK & Associates 512-863-0021

78628 Berry Creek 30438 Briarcrest Drive 3br/2ba $289,999  2,636 Wendy Weir-Boschert Goldwasser Real Estate 512-484-4200

78628 Berry Creek 209 Las Colinas Drive 3br/3ba $262,500  2,664 Suzette Gabriel RE/MAX Centx Assoc. 512-635-1197

78628 Berry Creek 30307 Oak Tree Drive 3br/2ba $399,500  2,903 Pete Martin ERA Colonial Real Estate 512-818-2015

78628 Berry Creek 30113 Sawgrass Trail 4br/2ba $265,000  2,347 Carra Elkins Amelia Bullock, Realtors 512-422-9411

78628 Berry Creek 31105 La Quinta Drive 5br/3ba $739,500  5,916 Rolf Mitzkat Mitzkat and Associates 512-508-7653

78628 Escalera Ranch 119 Escalera Parkway 4br/3ba $524,000  4,240 Julie Ainsworth Keller Williams Realty–GT 512-826-4841

78628 Gabriel Heights 103 E. Janis Drive 2br/2ba $145,500  1,652 Sherry Raymer Keller Williams Realty–GT 512-755-4567

78628 Gabriels Overlook 301 Park Place 3br/2ba $318,500  2,413 Aileen Albert Keller Williams Realty–RR 512-789-5553

78628 Gabriels Overlook 164 Waterford Lane 4br/3ba $459,500  3,362 Nicole Scott Coldwell Banker United Realtor 512-632-6790

78628 Gabriels Overlook 421 Lake Side Drive 3br/3ba $360,000  2,392 John Duke Keller Williams Realty–RR 512-228-2886

78628 Logan Ranch 214 Logan Ranch Road 4br/2ba $419,900  2,836 Marcy Urban Urban Homes and Land 512-413-5842

78628 Parkside at Mayfield Ranch 409 Monahans Drive 4br/2ba $269,995  2,310 Tina Klingemann Keller Williams Realty–GT 512-966-9422

78628 Reata Trails 104 Horseshoe Trail 3br/2ba $135,000  1,379 Kay Kaiser Century 21 HSK & Associates 512-635-5300

78628 River Bend 3003 Addie Lane 3br/2ba $224,900  1,888 Steve Mallett Keller Williams Realty 512-829-2062

78628 River Ridge 201 Ridge Run Court 4br/2ba $275,000  2,767 Karin Truxillo Goldwasser Real Estate 512-966-0166

78628 San Gabriel Heights 606 Meadowbrook Drive 3br/2ba $138,900  1,434 Tina Cargill Keller Williams Realty 512-507-8344

78628 Serenada 902 Alhambra Drive 3br/2ba $155,000  1,300 Belinda Payne Keller Williams Realty–RR 512-963-6004

78628 Serenada 3804 Aero Drive 3br/2ba $174,000  1,707 Karen Staha Gaston & Sheehan Realty 512-217-2435

78628 Serenada 500 W. Sequoia Spur 4br/2ba $239,500  2,230 Donald W. Dungan Keller Williams Realty–RR 512-439-3628

78628 Serenada Country Estates 4123 Granada Drive 4br/2ba $235,000  2,251 William Kurtz Century 21 HSK & Associates 512-417-1780

78628 Woods at Berry Creek 109 Brentwood Drive 4br/3ba $263,990  2,886 Bettye Turner J.B. Goodwin, Realtors 512-241-1745

78633 Chaparro Estates 341 Sedro Trail 4br/2ba $360,000  2,700 Annette Montgomery Century 21 HSK & Associates 512-630-4038

78633 Georgetown Village 534 Westbury Lane 4br/2ba $189,900  1,754 Julie Anderson Keller Williams Realty–GT 512-468-7200

78633 Little Grove 2 CR 253 2br/2ba $209,000  1,596 Paula Paulette RE/MAX Capital City III 512-966-8321

78633 Robert William 740 Hwy. 195 3br/2ba $499,000  1,784 Anita Pantillion Keller Williams Realty 512-466-7006

78633 Shell Ranch 387 Westbury Lane 4br/3ba $272,000  2,554 Rosemary Seaback Keller Williams Realty–GT 512-422-3800

78633 Sun City 149 Blacksmiths Drive 2br/3ba $479,500  2,915 Pokey Delwaide ERA Colonial Real Estate 512-818-9300

78633 Sun City 138 Scissortail Trail 2br/2ba $315,000  1,855 Lon Russell The Stacy Group 512-608-8001

78633 Sun City 105 Wild Horse Way 2br/2ba $197,000  1,666 Ann Corso Century 21 HSK & Associates 512-630-3212

78633 Sun City 100 Prospector Pass 2br/2ba $196,900  1,654 Charlotte Hohensee The Stacy Group 512-868-7248

78633 Sun City 118 Durango Trail 3br/2ba $265,000  2,164 Lon Russell The Stacy Group 512-608-8001

78633 Woodland Park West 112 Standing Oak Drive 3br/2ba $385,000  2,732 Candi Smith Goldwasser Real Estate 512-426-5958

78633 Woods Fountainwood 522 Highland Springs Lane 5br/3ba $429,000  3,119 Sheri Salley Century 21 HSK & Associates 512-966-7595

30307 Oak Tree Drive

500 W. Sequoia Spur

522 Highland Springs Lane

409 Monahans Drive

Residential real estate listings added to the market between 6/13/13 and 6/25/13 were included and provided by the Austin Board of Realtors, www.abor.com. Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of 
this listing, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

78626 East Georgetown
78628 West Georgetown
78633 Northwest/Lake Georgetown area

Don Homeyer
State Farm Agent
1703 Williams Dr, Georgetown
512-930-5500
don@donhomeyer.com
www.donhomeyer.com

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance company, State Farm Indemnity company, Bloomington, IL
**Discount is taken from auto insurance policy.

• A trusted name for over 90 years
• One agent for all your insurance needs
• Multi-line discounts **
• Personal Service

Good neighbor.
Great rates.

Auto • Home • Life • Financial Services •Health

PUBLIC NOTICE – CLOSED MEDICAL PRACTICE 
THE MEDICAL PRACTICE FORMERLY KNOWN AS

KENNETH ARMSTRONG, MD
2300 ROUND ROCK AVE, SUITE 105, 

ROUND ROCK, TX 78681

THIS PRACTICE IS NO LONGER IN BUSINESS 
ALL MEDICAL RECORDS ARE AVAILABLE FROM

WellMed at Round Rock 
511 Oakwood Blvd, #103

Round Rock, TX 78681 
Voice 512-388-9495 

Fax 512-716-0371 
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Looking for
Coupons?

Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local 
and regional coupons

Just click and print
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SetonER.com is for minor emergencies only. If you are experiencing 
a life-threatening emergency, go directly to the ER or dial 9-1-1.

LOG ON. SHOW UP. BE SEEN.®

201 Seton Parkway     Round Rock, TX 78665     512-324-4000

Powered by

Hold your place in line and reduce your wait time 

in the Emergency Room to 15 minutes or less.

SetonER.com
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