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More new building permits issued in 2012

Housing starts on the 
rise throughout city

New homes being constructed by KB Home in La Conterra on FM 1460 have 
contributed to an increase in new home permits being issued by the city.

By Beth Wade
Housing starts in Georgetown 

grew by nearly 30 percent in 2012 
compared with 2011, according 
to city building permit data. That 
trend is expected to continue 
throughout 2013 as new devel-
opments and older subdivisions 
continue to build new homes, 
Georgetown Housing Coordina-
tor Jennifer Bills said. 

“There have been a lot of discus-
sions about ongoing development,” 
Bills said. “I would imagine [2013 
will be better than 2012] because 
of the way the economy is going.”

The 2013 Housing Forecast 
presented by Metrostudy in Jan-
uary also showed the Austin-area 
market is continuing to recover 
from the recession and home 
sales have been increasing, as 
mortgage rates remain low.

Metrostudy provides data on the 
housing market for 40 markets in 
the United States.

In 2012, Austin-area hous-
ing starts were up 30 percent 
from 2011, with data showing 
7,981 new single-family home 
starts for the region, according 

to Metrostudy. Housing starts 
measure the number of new 
residential construction projects 
that have begun during a given 
period of time.

“We’re seeing a definite shift 
[in the market],” said Vaike 
O’Grady, marketing director for 
Newland Communities in Ter-
avista, a master planned com-
munity in Round Rock. “The 
amount of inventory that’s on 
the ground and available for 
people to purchase is at a low 
that we haven’t seen in years.”

As new developments in the 
city’s extraterritorial jurisdiction, 
or ETJ, including Water Oak at 
San Gabriel, begin construction 
and existing communities break 
ground on new phases, city lead-
ers expect more to follow suit. 

“Based on the interest of 
potential developers, there is 
every reason to expect housing 
in Georgetown and our ETJ to 
increase,” Georgetown Mayor 
George Garver said. 

Other neighborhoods in 
Georgetown, including  La Con-
terra, could also be expanded, and 

By Amy Dodd Thompson
At the rate Georgetown residents are using 

water, the city will have to look for additional 
water sources to accommodate future growth 
and current needs, city utilities officials say.

Georgetown Utility Systems is working 
to present City Council with a plan to keep 
that from happening by changing its water 
rates, encouraging water conservation and 
changing landscaping standards for future 
developments. 

“I don’t want to go out and buy more [access 
to] water if I don’t have to,” GUS Utility Director 

Glenn Dishong said. “The next increment of 
water [to be purchased] is likely to be very, very 
expensive. [The water sources] take a long time 
to develop, and since we probably wouldn’t be 
using any new water for 20 years, we’re all going 
to pay for it from now until we start using it.”

If water usage decreases, the city will have 
enough water for all its residents and any 
projected future growth, he said. 

“The absolute No. 1 issue for the entire 
Texas area is water,” Councilman Jerry Ham-
merlun said. “I think we need to get signifi-
cantly more proactive to monitor and con-
serve our resources.”

While all the pieces to the puzzle—develop-
ment and landscaping codes—need to fall in 

construction on model homes 
from KB Home in Creekside at 
Georgetown Village, the com-
munity’s new neighborhood, is 
expected to begin in mid-March.

“We believe that with con-
tinued low interest rates, rising 
rental costs, strong Austin-area 
job growth and the expectation 
that home prices will continue 
to increase, buyers are feel-
ing the urgency to buy now,” 
said Cathy Teague, a KB Home 

spokeswoman, adding that the 
company has seen an increase 
in interest in the neighbor-
hoods where they are building, 
which include La Conterra and 
Georgetown Village.

Population boom
O’Grady said the demand for 

new housing is part of the reason 
developers have begun breaking 
ground on new homes.
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See Housing | 27

See Water | 29

The City of Georgetown is considering 
a water conservation plan that would 
simplify its tiered rate structure and 
decrease water rates for customers 
who use up to 12,999 gallons per cycle. 
The plan would also  
increase rates in 
the next higher 
two tiers. The 
city is aiming 
to reduce per 
capita water use 
by about  
80 gallons  
per day.

Source: Georgetown 
Utility Systems
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stdavids.com/er 2000 Scenic Drive • Georgetown, Tx 78626 (512) 943-3000

Scan this code or visit stdavids.com/er

EMERGENCY CARE AT 
EMERGENCY SPEED

EMERGENCY CARE AT 
EMERGENCY SPEED

EMERGENCY CARE AT 
EMERGENCY SPEED

EMERGENCY CARE AT 
EMERGENCY SPEED

In emergency care, the need for speed is critical. St. David’s offers instant access to our Emergency Room wait times. Just scan the QR code with 
your smartphone and in no time you’ll know the current approximate wait time at the St. David’s ER nearest you. St. David’s ER professionals 
are specially trained to provide the highest level of emergency care available — to make you well again. Without making you wait.

For a FREE physician referral, or to speak with a Registered Nurse about your health questions 24/7, please call (512) 478-3627  

or (888) 868-2104.

Check E.R. Wait Times Before You Leave Home. 

12-SDM-0793 Campaign Print Ad_Georgetown.indd   1 10/23/12   2:40 PM
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4402 Williams Dr., Ste. 106 • Georgetown, Texas 78628 • 512-869-4100
WWW.GTOWNKIDS.COM

Did you hear the news?

KENNY HAVARD, DDS     |    TRAVIS HILDEBRAND, DDS     |    STEVE WOOD, DDS MS

Proudly Growing to Serve Our Community

Welcome Orthodontist Dr. Steve Wood
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ADULT, PEDIATRIC AND OBSTETRIC CARE
Thomas Bohmfalk, MD | Greg Willis, MD | David DeWitte, MD  

Ronald Only, DO | Daniel Voss, MD | Kay In, MD 
Florence Spitler, DO | Wendi Wagner, PhD, PA-C | Megan Fox, PA-C

ExpressCare Walk-In Clinic 
NOW OPEN 

7:30am– 4:30pm Mon-Fri

3201 S. Austin Ave., Suite 210, Georgetown, TX
www.georgetownmedical.com | 512-763-4000
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GROWING HEALTHY FAMILIES IN OUR COMMUNITY FOR OVER 60 YEARS!
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I’ve always joked that 
I have a black thumb 
when it comes to grow-
ing plants. However, this 
year’s steadily warm-
ing temperatures are 
giving me the itch to get 
outside and try to grow 
something. 

After living here in 
Texas for three years, I’m 
giving up trying to grow 
my favorite plants from 

back home in Michigan and looking for native plants 
that grow best here.

I’ve heard a lot about Xeriscaping, which seems to 
be a buzzword in the Central Texas area, and that will 
most likely be the route I take when planning my land-
scaping this year to help conserve water and still have 
a nice-looking lawn.

My daughter wants a garden with fresh strawberries 

for fruit salad, tomatoes for salsas and a new flower box—
the last one didn’t survive the long Texas summer last 
year. These projects will most certainly have me looking 
for professional advice. Luckily, here in Georgetown there 
are several sources to turn to, including the county’s 
AgriLife Extension Office. See the guide on Pages 22 and 
23 for a listing of local gardening businesses, native plants 
and community and demonstration gardens for ideas.

As you will read in this month’s front-page story, 
water conservation is a top issue for 2013 as the drought 
continues. Georgetown City Council is considering 
ways to reduce water usage per capita to make sure there 
is plenty of water to meet current needs and accommo-
date future growth. So as you’re planning your garden, 
don’t forget to consider how much water you’ll be need-
ing to keep your plants and your lawn healthy. 

Take The pOll lasT MOnTh’s pOll ResulTs

How should the city encourage water 
conservation ?

  incentivize conservation efforts

  More severe landscape watering restrictions

  Penalties for excessive water use

  All of the above

  none

  other

  Take the poll online at impactnews.com/geo-poll

Look for the results right here in next month’s print edition of 
Community Impact Newspaper.

What do you consider to be the top 
issue facing Georgetown in 2013?

  40%                               economic development

  28.57%                         water conservation 

  14.29%        transportation

          8.57%   education

  8.57%   other

results from an unscientific web survey, collected 01/17/13–02/07/13 

As the drought continues, Georgetown City Council will con-
tinue to discuss ways to reduce water usage. 

in the January issue’s City and County updates, City Man-
ager Paul Brandenburg highlighted some of the top issues 
that will come before City Council throughout 2013. 

COmmUNITy FEEDBACk

correction: volume 6, issue 6
on Page 15, the watering days for Georgetown water utility 
customers listed were incorrect. Customers with addresses 
ending in odd numbers may water on tuesday and/or 
thursday and/or Saturday, and customers with addresses 
ending in even numbers may water on wednesday and/or 
Friday and/or Sunday.

on Page 15, the Boys & Girls Club of Georgetown’s triple 
Play program was incorrectly listed as the club’s drug and 
alcohol prevention program. the triple Play program is 
designed to teach children about healthy lifestyles. the 
club’s drug and alcohol prevention program is called Smart 
Moves.

Family Dentistry    Implants   Orthodontics   Oral Surgery    Whitening

DUSTIN P. DINH, DDSDUDUUD STSTSTINININNNN PPPPPPPPPP DDDDDIDDIDIDIDDIIDDIIIIIIINNHNHNHNHHHNNNHNHNH DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDSSSS
Dental

Dr. Dinh is a member of the American Dental Association, the 
Texas Capital Dental Society, the International Association for 

Orthodontics, and the International Congress of Oral Implantologists 
as well as a member of the Georgetown Chamber of Commerce.

DDDr DiDiDi hhnh iiis a me bbmber offf hhthe AAAmeriiican DDDentalll AAAsso iiciatiiion thhhe

Come Let Our Dream Team Create 
Your Dream Smile!!!

512-863-2303
1950 S. Austin Ave.  |  Georgetown, TX 78626

www.dreamsmilesdental .net

$120
NEW PATIENT 

SPECIAL

Exam, X-Rays & 
Routine Cleanings

$299 
CUSTOM TEETH  

WHITENING
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Lake Georgetown

university Ave.

built to condominium specifications. 
Other amenities include a clubhouse, spa 
and community pool. 512-240-5401.  
www.tworiversgt.com

5  Camille’s Hand Dipped Ice Cream 
Bars opened in December at Wolf Ranch 
Town Center, 1013 W. University Ave., 
Ste. 165. Camille’s offers hand-crafted ice 
cream, frozen yogurt and nondairy bars. 
512-819-9095. www.camillesicecream.com

New Ownership

6  Dat Mai took over ownership of TQ 
Nail Salon, 1217 Leander Road, Ste. 102, 
in November and will change the name 
to KK Nail Salon and Spa. Spa manager 
Marcia Nguyen said the spa was also 
expanded to be a full-service salon and 
now offers hair care and skin care services 
as well as nail services. 512-869-1421

7  Ike and Jennifer Thorpe took 
over ownership of Galaxy Bakery & 
CoffeeHouse, 107 E. Seventh St., in early 
January. The couple has plans to build a 
brick oven and is introducing Naturally 
Leavened Bread, a line of freshly baked 
breads, including White Winter Wheat, 
cranberry orange, cinnamon raisin and 
jalapeño cheese flavors. 512-868-0996. 
www.galaxybakery.com

8  Custom frame shop Framer’s Gallery 
was purchased by artist Kimi Chapman 
in mid-January. The store, 610 S. Main St., 
offers museum-grade custom framing and 
features a co-op gallery inside the store 
named Gallery Off the Square. Chapman 
had previously worked as the business’s 
manager for 6 1/2 years. 512-863-2214

Anniversaries

9  Novita Spa on the Square celebrated 
its eighth anniversary Feb. 14. The full-
service day spa, 109 W. Seventh St.,  
Ste. 110, also manufactures clinical skin 
care products and mineral cosmetics that 
are sold throughout the United States. 
To celebrate its anniversary, the spa is 
scheduled to host a free seminar Feb. 17 

Now Open

1  Licensed hearing instrument specialist 
Brice Noonan opened Precision Hearing 
Centers at 4402 Williams Drive, Ste. 115, 
on Dec. 12. The clinic sells hearing aids 
and batteries and offers free hearing tests 
and hearing aid cleaning and repairs. 
Noonan operates another clinic in Round 
Rock. 512-348-2149.  
www.precisionhearingcenters.com

2  Nancy’s Sky Garden opened Feb. 7 
in the former Koi Asian Bistro location in 
Tamiro Plaza, located at 501 S. Austin Ave. 
The restaurant offers a menu of healthy 
Asian dishes created by owner Nancy Lee. 
512-554-2060

3  The St. Francis Walk for Cremation 
Burial opened at Our Lady of the Rosary 
Cemetery & Prayer Gardens, 330 Berry 
Lane, in December. The cemetery is 

open to individuals of all faiths. The new 
pathway features 12 markers featuring 
excerpts from the St. Francis Prayer along 
with benches. The church plans to have a 
dedication ceremony for the site March 10 
at 1 p.m. 512-863-8411. www.olotr.com

4  Two Rivers Apartments, 105 N. 
Austin Ave., opened in December. The 
apartment community offers one- and 
two-bedroom energy-efficient apartments 

IMPACTS
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Now Enrolling!
Georgetown

NATIONAL AMERICAN UNIVERSITY

National American University is regionally accredited by The Higher Learning Commission and a member of the North Central Association|www.ncahlc.org 

Accounting

Business

Criminal Justice

Healthcare 

Information Technology

512.942.6750
1015 W. University Ave., Ste. 700 • Georgetown, TX 78628

(in the Wolf Ranch Town Center)

www.national.edu
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Dr. Craig P. Torres D.D.S., Endodontist
Board Certi� ed

• Non-surgical root canal therapy
• Root canal retreatments
• Root canal surgeryCall for an appointment 868-5999

Advanced Technology
CEREC (one day all ceramic crowns)
Endodontic Microscopes
Digital radiography/photography
Oral/nitrous sedation

Torres-Dental-Specialties.com

Dr. Gloria T. Torres D.D.S., Prosthodontist
• Restorative Dentistry
• Cosmetic Dentistry
• Full mouth reconstruction

(severe wear/malocclusions)
• Complex esthetic and functional cases
• Dental implants
• Dentures / partial dentures

42 years of combined experience
(Retired Army Dentists)

4402 Williams Drive, Suite 104 • Georgetown, TX • Hours M-F 8-5 • Most insurance accepted

from 2–3:30 p.m. that will focus on juicing.  
512-864-2773. www.novitaspa.com

Relocations

10  Kasberg, Patrick & Associates LP 
moved its Georgetown offices from 3613 
Williams Drive, Ste. 406, to 1008 S. Main 
St. in December. The civil engineering firm 
also has offices in Temple and is planning 
an open house and ribbon-cutting 
ceremony to be held in March.  
512-819-9478. www.kpaengineers.com

11  Ponderosa Pet Resort moved from 
605 High Tech Drive to 2815 N. Austin 
Ave. in mid-January. The company offers 
boarding, grooming, training and day 
care. 512-686-2780.  
www.ponderosapets.com

12  Georgetown Fence & Deck moved 
in January to the former location 
of Copper Ridge Antiques at 3700 
Williams Drive. The company offers 
services including fencing, stonework 
and deck work. 512-948-7539.  
www.georgetownfenceanddeck.com

Shelton & Power LLC recently moved 
its offices from 812 S. Church St. in 
Georgetown to 3000 Joe DiMaggio Blvd., 
Ste. 68, in Round Rock. Senior attorneys 
Lynne Shelton and Jason Power specialize 
in franchise, business and intellectual 
property law. 512-535-0090.  
www.sheltonpower.com

Expansions

After about a year of operating Wine Shop 
at Home, a Napa Valley–based winery 
that offers private, in-home wine tastings, 
Sandy Hancock began running the 
business full time in January.  
512-687-3264. www.artisanwines2u.com

Closings

13  Wonderful Things owner Sharon 
McKinnon closed the store, located at 1003 
S. Austin Ave., in January after 28 years 
of operating in Georgetown, according 

to an email newsletter. McKinnon will 
continue to operate her online store at 
www.wonderfulthingsonline.net and has 
plans to open a smaller store in Comanche, 
Texas. 

14  Uptown Social owners Bobby Choi and 
his business partners closed Koi Asian 
Bistro, 501 S. Austin Ave., in January.

15  Forever Gardens, 6970 Williams 
Drive, closed its doors in January after 
more than 10 years of operating the 
nursery and landscape business in 
Georgetown. www.forevergardens.net

16  El Patron Mexican Restaurant 
& Cantina and Sports Fanz Bar and 
Grill are no longer doing business in 
Georgetown at 603 W. University, Ste. 110. 

17  Montana Mike’s, 708 S. I-35, closed 
its Georgetown Location in January. 
Customers with gift cards can use 
them at any Montana Mike’s location, 
including one in New Braunfels, or at the 
Round Rock and Taylor Sirloin Stockade 
restaurants. www.montanamikes.com

In the News

18  The Williamson Museum launched an 
Artifact of the Month program in January.
Upcoming items, which will be unveiled 
on the first Friday of each month, vary 
and sometimes correspond with monthly 
themes, Curator Ann Evans said, including 
cake toppers for February and World War 
II items for an exhibit opening in May.
The museum is located at 716 S. Austin 
Ave. in Georgetown. 512-943-1670.  
www.williamsonmuseum.org

School Notes

On Jan. 14, Southwestern University 
received a $1 million challenge grant from 
the J.E. and L.E. Mabee Foundation in 
Tulsa, Okla., for construction of a new 
science center. The university must raise 
$1 million in matching funds by the end 
of 2013. If raised, the money would allow 
the university to begin the first phase 

of construction on the project, which 
includes adding 23,700 square feet to the 
existing Fondren-Jones Science Building. 
Construction could begin in late 2013 or 
early 2014. www.southwestern.edu

A Southwestern University search 
committee has named three finalists 
to succeed President Jake Schrum after 
his retirement at the end of the 2012–13 
school year. The committee selected 
Edward Burger, a Francis Christopher 
Oakley Third Century professor of 
mathematics at Williams College in 
Williamstown, Mass.; Gregory Hess, dean 
of faculty, vice president for academic 
affairs and a James G. Boswell professor 
of economics at Claremont McKenna 
College in Claremont, Calif.; and 
Clarence Wyatt, a Pottinger professor of 
history, special assistant to the president, 
chief planning officer and consultant 
for college relations at Centre College 
in Danville, Ky. The final selection 
could be announced in late February, 
Southwestern spokeswoman Ellen Davis 
said. www.southwestern.edu

The Georgetown ISD board of trustees 
is seeking public input on two possible 
calendars for the 2013–14 school year. 
In each calendar, the first day of school 
would be Aug. 26, but in the first option, 
school would end May 30. In the second 
option, school would end June 4. The 
GISD board of trustees could decide 
which calendar to use at its Feb. 18 
meeting. 512-943-5000. 
www.georgetownisd.org

Community

The opening of a new La-Z-Boy Furniture 
Galleries store at 100 Teravista Parkway is 
set for June. The new store will be 15,500 
square feet and sell La-Z-Boy sofas, chairs 
and end tables. The La-Z-Boy gallery at 
Lakeline Mall in Cedar Park will close 
when the Round Rock location opens. 
www.la-z-boy.com

news or questions about Georgetown? 
e-mail geonews@impactnews.com.

Compiled by Beth Wade

Licensed hearing instrument specialist Brice Noonan 
opened Precision Hearing Centers in December. 

1

The St. Francis Walk for Cremation Burial 
opened in December at Our Lady of the Rosary 
Cemetery & Prayer Gardens.

3

Two Rivers Apartments, 105 N. Austin Ave., 
opened in December. The complex offers one- and 
two-bedroom apartments.

4

Jennifer and Ike Thorpe purchased Galaxy Bakery 
& CoffeeHouse in early January.
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Georgetown bridge construction stalled
Crews could continue work on Lakeway Drive bridge in February

TRANSPORTATION
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Construction to build a new Lakeway Drive bridge was stalled after difficulties with the contractor, said 
Kelli Reyna, a Texas Department of Transportation spokeswoman.

By Amy Dodd Thompson 
Construction on the new Lakeway 

Drive bridge at I-35 stalled after the 
contractor for the project went bankrupt, 
said Kelli Reyna, Texas Department of 
Transportation spokeswoman.

Discussions are under way to select and 
secure a new contractor to get the project 
going again. 

“Currently we are working with Liberty 
Mutual and anticipate them to complete 
the bidding process and get a completion 
contractor on board,” Reyna said. 

Work should then begin by late Febru-
ary or mid-March, she said.

“It’s too soon to tell, but we’re hop-
ing to stay in the original time frame … 
at no additional expense to taxpayers,” 
Reyna said. 

The former Lakeway Drive bridge was 
expected to be removed this spring with 
the project completed in October. 

The bridge removal could cause over-
night lane closures on I-35.

The construction project will replace 
the bridge that crosses I-35 at Lakeway 
Drive and N.E. Inner Loop. The new 
bridge will require the realignment of 
Lakeway Drive on the west side of I-35 

and the reconstruction of the road up to 
Airport Road. 

The northbound I-35 exit ramp for 
Lakeway Drive will also be realigned 
about half a mile south of N.E. Inner 
Loop, allowing more space between the 
exit ramp and the traffic signal at the 
intersection of Austin Avenue and N.E. 
Inner Loop.

The new bridge will have six lanes, 
including a left-turn lane in each direc-
tion. The lanes will taper down to the 
existing two-lane roadways on either side 
of the bridge. 

City officials said safety concerns were a 
primary reason to replace the bridge. 

The new bridge will have sidewalks 
on each side and outside lanes to 
accommodate bicycles, according to a 
city news release.

The new bridge is also expected to 
improve access to Georgetown High 
School.

The project is estimated to cost $10.25 
million. The Capital Area Metropolitan 
Planning Organization, Georgetown 
Transportation Enhancement Corpora-
tion and TxDOT are contributing funds 
to the project.
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Lakeway Drive project
Existing roadways
Roads to be removed
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FirstTexasBank.net

500 Round Rock Ave.
255-2501

7509 O’Connor Dr.
246-6010

1600 W. Pecan
251-7889

1901 Bagdad Rd.
259-2443

Proudly serving our customers since 1898.

900 S. Austin Ave.
863-2567

5321 Williams Dr.
869-8910

480 Del Webb Blvd.
864-0379

721 Hwy 183
778-5757

Modern Technology
hometown spirit

First Texas Bank offers our 
Merchant Customers:
•   Competitive Rates
•   Smartphone Apps like
     PayFox™, and
•   State-of-the-art Equipment 
     & Options to take care of
     your payment processing
     needs.

Our team is knowledgeable, 
professional, friendly, efficient 
and located near you to help 
with your setup , training and  
customer support.

Lauren Johnson & Barbara Pekar displaying 
the PayFox™ service for smartphones. SAVE $100 

Off Any Dental Service* 
Call for details

3613 Williams Dr., Ste. 1001  |  Georgetown, TX 78628
www.TradeWindsDental.com  |  512.863.6888

Enjoy the Ride
Sit Back, Relax

Committed to green practices that create a gentle 
experience for both our patients and the environment.

*Applies to new patients only
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Kimberly Stump, MD
Family Medicine
Scott & White Clinic - 
Georgetown

Tres Barrera, MD
Endocrinology
Scott & White Clinic - 
425 University Boulevard  
in Round Rock

Bringing the best care  
closer to home

Visit sw.org/providers to get 
to know all of our services 
and providers. 

Call today to discover the 
options available to you.

512-509-0200 Kathryn Hart, MD 
Family Medicine 
Scott & White Clinic -  
Georgetown Central

Christopher Farmer, MD
Internal Medicine
Scott & White Clinic - 
Georgetown

Karim Dhanani, MD
Allergy 
Scott & White Clinic - 
425 University Boulevard  
in Round Rock

John Carlson, MD
Internal and  
Geriatric Medicine
Scott & White Clinic – 
Georgetown

Make your 
appointment 
with one of our 
area specialists

Scott & White Healthcare is committed to providing the most 
convenient, expert care to the families of Central Texas.

Scott & White accepts most major insurance plans.
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CITy & COuNTy
News from Georgetown and Williamson County Compiled by Beth Wade and Amy Dodd Thompson

Airport Advisory 
Board dissolved

Austin Avenue’s sidewalk expansion under way

Council approves GTV 
programming plan

City seeks Cultural 
District designation

GEORGETOWN Despite protests by 
community members, City Council 
approved Jan. 22 the first reading of an 
ordinance to dissolve the Georgetown 
Airport Advisory Board and amend the 
membership requirements and purpose 
of the Georgetown Transportation 
Advisory Board. The change allows for 
GTAB to review all forms of transporta-
tion within the city.

GEORGETOWN Work to 
expand the sidewalk along 
Austin Avenue between Sev-
enth and Eighth streets in 
Georgetown is under way.

City Council approved 
a construction contract 
with Keystone Construc-
tion Inc. of Austin on Jan. 
8. The $230,000 project will 
expand the sidewalk as well 
as correct accessibility and 
drainage issues. The project 
will also add lighted, irri-
gated planters.

Georgetown Transporta-
tion Services Manager Mark Miller said the 
city would encourage construction to hap-
pen at night to limit business disruptions.

According to city documents, the proj-
ect could be substantially completed in 
time for the Red Poppy Festival in April.

GEORGETOWN City Council 
approved the GTV and Video Program-
ming Plan at its Jan. 22 meeting with 
a 4-3 vote. Council members Tommy 
Gonzalez, Bill Sattler and Troy Hellman 
voted against the motion. 

GTV Channel 10 is the city’s local 
government channel.

On Feb. 11, the city’s local cable fran-
chise agreement with Suddenlink Com-
munications will expire, and the city will 
transition to a statewide cable franchise 
agreement, according to city documents.

The statewide franchise agreement 
includes an additional 1 percent Public, 
Educational and Governmental, or PEG, 
access channel fee that would help cover 
capital costs for the PEG channels. 

GEORGETOWN City Council 
approved a resolution Jan. 22 to send a 
letter of intent to the Texas Commission 
on the Arts outlining plans to establish a 
Cultural District in the city.

Cultural districts are special zones 
that harness the power of cultural 
resources to stimulate economic devel-
opment and community revitalization, 
according to city documents.

Georgetown city council
Meets Feb. 26 and March 12 at 6 p.m. 
Council chambers, 101 e. Seventh St. 
512-931-7715. www.georgetown.org

Meetings are recorded and broadcast  
on Channel 10 and online.

Williamson county 
commissioners court
Meets tuesdays at 9:30 a.m.
williamson County Courthouse,  
710 S. Main. St., Georgetown
512-943-1100. www.wilco.org

Tweetings
For instant coverage of these 
meetings, follow us on twitter: 
@impactnews_geo

Construction crews will remove about eight parking spaces on 
Austin Avenue to expand the sidewalk for pedestrian traffic. 
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GEORGETOWN City Council 
approved renaming the portions of  
CR 111 within the city limits to West-
inghouse Road at its Jan. 22 meeting. 

Although the road has been known 
for many years as Westinghouse Road, 
Transportation Director Ed Polasek 
said it had never been given the name 
officially. 

CR 111 renamed to 
Westinghouse Road

Listing salamanders 
could cost $29M
WIllIAmSON COUNTy Possible 
designation of areas in Williamson 
County as critical habitats for four sala-
mander species could cost $29 million in 
developmental impacts during the next 
23 years, according to a draft economic 
analysis released by the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service on Jan. 25.

The figure accounts for impacts to 
development, transportation, mining, and 
species and habitat management activities 
in the proposed habitats, but it does not 
cover water management activities, utility 
projects and livestock grazing activities.

With its announcements, USFWS 
opened another public comment period 
that will close March 11. For more infor-
mation or to submit a comment, visit 
www.fws.gov/southwest.

County audit reveals 
at least $1M in losses
WIllIAmSON COUNTy The results 
of a public records audit presented to 
the Williamson County Commissioners 
Court on Jan. 29 showed that the county 
has likely lost at least $1 million in rev-
enue as a result of unfiled paperwork.

The audit targeted about 1,500 
assignments and documents associated 
with Mortgage Electronic Registration 
Systems, a national electronic database 
for mortgage transfers, and said that 
mortgage changes and notices were 
frequently not reported to the county 
clerk’s office, resulting in filing fees 
going unpaid.

Residents may contact the Williamson 
County clerk’s office for more informa-
tion at www.wilco.org.

Motion to remove 
administrator fails
WIllIAmSON COUNTy A motion 
by the Williamson County Election 
Commission to seek the resignation of 
Election Administrator Rick Barron 
failed on a 2-3 vote during the Jan. 23 
Commissioners Court meeting.

The election commission includes 
County Clerk Nancy Rister, Williamson 
County Republican Party Chairman 
Bill Fairbrother, County Judge Dan A. 
Gattis, Tax Assessor-Collector Deborah 
Hunt and Williamson County Demo-
cratic Party Chairwoman Karen Carter.

The resolution was brought forward for 
multiple reasons, including an Election 
Day incident where Barron removed an 
election judge from a polling place and 
poor election workers training.
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AT THE CAPITOl
News from the 83rd Legislative Session

By Karen Brooks Harper 
Capitol Correspondent

Lawmakers grapple with illegal immigration
Banning taxpayer-funded day labor 

sites and stripping undocumented college 
students of their access to in-state tuition 
are among proposals in the Texas Legisla-
ture that seek to limit the effects of illegal 
immigration.

But even as they are filing, Republican 
lawmakers, who have a majority in the 
House and Senate, said they are mindful 
that attempting to supersede federal law 
could bring about lawsuits and alienate 
Hispanic voters—while having no real 
impact in the Lone Star State. 

State’s authority
So far, the bills that have been filed are 

largely limited to steps the state can take, 
instead of bills that send strong anti–ille-
gal immigration messages but cannot be 
enforced by the state, such as stripping 
birthright citizenship for children born in 
the U.S. to undocumented parents, a bill 
that failed last session.

“It’s a different conversation for Republi-
cans to have, and it’s a new conversation to 
have,” said Rep. Larry Gonzales, R-District 
52, who said he supports border security 
and wants Texas to lead the charge on 
designing a national guest worker program. 

A bill banning so-called sanctuary cities 

that was a priority for Republican leaders 
last session has not been filed this session. 
The bill filing deadline is in March.

The bill would have stripped funding 
from cities that appear to flout immigra-
tion laws, such as forbidding police from 
asking for proof of citizenship. But its 
author, Rep. Debbie Riddle, R-District 
150, now says she has other immigration 
priorities.

“Border security and public security as 
a whole is my No. 1 priority,” Riddle said. 
“The bottom line is, making sure that the 
safety and security of the people of Texas is 
well-established must be our No. 1 priority. 
If we don’t do that, well, there isn’t much of 
a No. 2 priority.”

Gonzales agreed, saying he would rather 
address issues such as gangs, drug cartels 
and human trafficking than bills that could 
make the population less educated and 
more dependent on the system.

Democrats’ bills
On the Democrat side, a bill has been 

filed by a Dallas representative to allow 
illegal immigrants to obtain driver’s 
licenses. 

Rep. Mark Strama, D-District 50, said 
illegal immigration is a problem that 

“Williamson County does not differentiate between documented and 
undocumented residents. Our greatest challenge has been and will 
continue to be keeping up with the growth of our county and Central 
Texas. An increase in population causes an increase in court cases, 
transportation demands and indigent health care, regardless of 
resident status.”

Williamson County Judge Dan Gattis

Sources: Pew Hispanic Center, texas Comptroller’s office, u.S. Census Bureau

ESTIMATED ANNUAL CONTRIBUTION 
TO THE TEXAS ECONOMY BY 
UNDOCUMENTED WORKERS

ESTIMATED 
PERCENTAGE OF THE 
TEXAS WORKFORCE 
IN 2010 THAT WAS 
COMPOSED OF 
ILLEGAL IMMIGRANTS

ESTIMATED

ILLEGAL IMMIGRANT 
POPULATION IN TEXAS

ESTIMATED ILLEGAL IMMIGRANT 
POPULATION NATIONWIDE

Proposals to reduce that number have ranged from creating 
a guest worker plan with a path to citizenship to an outright 
mass deportation. 

i l l e g a l  i M M i g R a N T

pOpulATION

$17.7 billion

11 million–20 million

1.6 million

Experts estimate the 
illegal immigrant 
population in Texas  
to be higher than in  
any other state  
except California.

9%

should be addressed, but he said Texas 
should avoid creating laws so harsh that 
business is stymied or parents are afraid to 
send their children to school.

“However you feel about illegal 

immigration, there is no sensible benefit 
to having the children of illegal immi-
grants go uneducated while remaining in 
this country,” he said. “No one wins from 
that outcome.”

FIGHT CANCER

1-888-864-I CAN (4226) 

www.HowAustinFightsCancer.com

• 33,000  patients have been treated since 2006.

• 41  board-certified physicians offer a full range of services, including medical oncology, hematology, radiation oncology, 
gynecologic oncology, neurologic oncology, sarcoma and orthopaedic oncology and breast surgery.

• 43  cancer therapies have been FDA-approved as a result of our research.

• 32 open clinical research trials, including Phase 1 and NCI-funded studies.

• 5 leading-edge radiation oncology centers.

• #1 leader in community-based hereditary cancer risk assessment in the nation.

Learn more about the comprehensive cancer care you can receive at HowAustinFightsCancer.com.

THE LATEST TREATMENTS ARE RIGHT HERE, RIGHT NOW.

AUSTIN  •  BASTROP  •  CEDAR PARK  •  HARKER HEIGHTS  •  KYLE  •  LAKEWAY   

MARBLE FALLS  •  ROUND ROCK  •  SAN MARCOS  •  SMITHVILLE

You don’t have to leave  
Austin for comprehensive cancer care.
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3.05.13

3.13.13
TEXAS LOTTERY
LUCKY ROW

3.08.13
TEAM POSTER GIVEAWAY

$3 beer night
team autograph session

3.01.13
PLAYER MAGNET GIVEAWAY

$3 beer night

TEXAS LOTTERY
LUCKY ROW

3.02.13
TEXAS STARS T-SHIRT GIVEAWAY

Family four pack

COURTESY OF 

TEXAS LOTTERY
LUCKY ROW

COURTESY OF 

2.15.13
PLAYER MAGNET GIVEAWAY

$3 beer night
2.16.13
GYM BAG GIVEAWAY
Family four pack

CALL 512.GO.STARS

• P� ugerville’s � rst Pediatric Dentist.

• Most insurance accepted. As a courtesy, 
we will � le primary insurance for you.

• Kids love our state of the art facility, 
gaming arcade, and movies while you 
wait.

• Specializing in special needs patients 
of all ages.

• In o�  ce sedation and hospital 
privileges.

Visit our facebook page for more details! facebook.com/drbaindentistryforchildren

February is Children’s Dental Health Month! 
Dr. Bain is excited to distribute toothbrushes in our 

surrounding elementary schools in honor 
of this special time of year!

Like us on facebook! 

FROM FIRST 
TOOTH 
TIL 16
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(at the door). Georgetown Public Library, 402 w. eighth St. 
512-868-1860. www.folgeorgetown.com

21 through 24 
‘little Shop of Horrors’

Southwestern university presents the 1950s sci-fi spoof 
musical about a floral assistant who discovers a carnivorous 
plant with a plan. thu.–Fri. at 8 p.m., Sat. at 3 p.m. and 8 p.m., 
Sun. at 3 p.m. $14-$20 (depending on time and day). Alma 
thomas theater, 1001 e. university Ave. 512-863-1378.  
www.southwestern.edu/sarofim

22 through March 24  
‘South Pacific’

the musical with two parallel love stories set in an island 
paradise during world war ii opens for a five-weekend run. 
Fri.–Sat. at 7:30 p.m., Sun. at 2 p.m. $24 (general admission), 
$22 (seniors), $14 (students and active military with id), $10 
(children 9 and younger). the Palace theater, 810 S. Austin 
Ave. 512-869-7469. www.georgetownpalace.com

23 ‘Genuinely Georgetown’
Alicea Jones’ book release party features a book 

reading and signing, special guests, appetizers and cocktails.  
5–8 p.m. Free. 516 e. university Ave. 512-240-5531.  
www.artistsboothproductions.com

24 through April 6 
 ‘Meet the Artist’

the “Meet the Artist” art show and reception includes light 
refreshments, live demonstrations and a chance to mingle 
with the artists. the exhibit includes original artwork in various 
mediums. 3–5 p.m. Free. Sun City Activity Center, 1 texas 
drive. 512-863-6687

25 Bells, Books, Brunch
the Assistance League of Georgetown Area presents its 

winter fundraiser, Bells, Books and Brunch, featuring a program 
with three local authors talking about their books, a silent auction, 
fashion show and lunch. doors open at 11 a.m., lunch at 11:30, 
program at 1 p.m. $20, tickets must be purchased in advance at 
Marilynn Seelman Memorial thrift Shop, 603 w. university Ave., 
Ste. 112. Georgetown Community Center, 445 e. Morrow St. 
512-864-2542. www.georgetownarea.assistanceleague.org

March

02 The Georgetown Swirl 
try texas wines and local restaurants’ cuisine while 

shopping around the downtown Square and listening to live jazz 
music. 6-9 p.m. $30 and must be purchased online at  
www.swirl.georgetown.org. 512-930-2027

02 through 3  
San Gabriel Wine Trail Event

Participants visit six texas wineries. the trail includes a 

Classic car and vintage plane show
the second annual Georgetown Airport 
Classic Car Show benefits Flying vikings, a 

program that gives children with chronic illnesses or 
disabilities an adventure flight, and Help our wounded, 
a support system for wounded veterans. Last year’s 
show featured about 200 classic vehicles. vehicle 
registration before Feb. 15 is $25 and after is $30. Free 
admission. vehicle registration 9–11 a.m., show noon–4 
p.m. 301 Hangar drive. 512-248-1998.  
stephanie.myers@american-national.com

Sponsored by

Find more or submit Georgetown events at  
www.impactnews.com/events/submit.html

to have Georgetown events considered for the print 
edition, they must be submitted online by the third 
Friday of the month.

February

14 through April 13 
Income tax preparation

Certified tax preparers help senior citizens and low-income 
individuals electronically file their income tax returns tue. 
and wed. from noon–4 p.m at Cowan Creek Amenity Center, 
1433 Cool Spring way, and on wed. noon–4 p.m. and Sat.  
9 a.m.–3 p.m. at the Caring Place, 2000 railroad St. Free.  
512-255-6799. www.wilcofreetaxprep.org

16 African-American legends of Georgetown
Georgetown resident Paulette taylor presents a 

program on African-Americans who have contributed to 
Georgetown history. 9:30–11 a.m. refreshments 9:30 a.m., 
program 10 a.m. Free. Georgetown Heritage Society, 811 S. 
Main St. 512-869-8597. www.georgetownheritagesociety.com

16 ‘Still Breathing’
Georgetown Film Society presents a valentine’s day 

special screening of “Still Breathing.” A Q-and-A with the 
movie’s director immediately follows the screening. tickets can 
be purchased online at www.stillbreathing.eventbrite.com or at 
A Premium Blend School of Performing Arts, 708 S. Austin Ave. 
7–10 p.m. $25. City Lights theater, 420 wolf ranch Parkway. 
512-630-5338. www.georgetownfilmsociety.org

19 Faculty and guest recital
Faculty of the Sarofim School of Fine Arts at 

Southwestern university team up with guests in a recital. 
Performers include Anna Carney on clarinet and Kiyoshi 
tamagawa on piano. 7 p.m. Free. Caldwell-Carvey 
Foyer, Southwestern university Fine Arts Center, 1001 e. 
university Ave. 512-863-1504.  
www.southwestern.edu/sarofim/index.php 

20 Hill Country Authors Series
the Friends of Georgetown Public Library 

features author Alyssa Harad in its Hill County Authors 
Series. Harad is the author of “Coming to My Senses: A 
Story of Perfume, Pleasure and an unlikely Bride.” doors 
open at 1:30 p.m.; lecture at 2 p.m. $13 (in advance), $15 

CAlENDAR

online Calendar

Featured EVENT
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souvenir glass, and each winery will provide three wine 
tastings and a small food item. Customers may only use the 
tasting card once at each winery. Sat. 11 a.m.–6 p.m. Sun. 
12:30–5 p.m. $30. www.sangabrielwinetrail.com

07 Bill Engvall Comedy Show
the Bill engvall Comedy Show benefits united way 

of williamson County. 8 p.m. tickets must be purchased 
in advance. $30–$50 (general admission), $100 (viP). Klett 
Center for the Performing Arts, Georgetown High School, 
2211 n. Austin Ave. 512-255-6799. www.unitedway-wc.org 
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Georgetown Chamber of Commerce annual awards banquet

RECENT hIGhlIGhTS

the Georgetown Chamber of Commerce 
held its annual awards banquet Feb. 1 at 
the Six Flags Ballroom in Sun City.

More than 200 people attended the event 
that honors businesses and individuals for 
their contribution to Georgetown and the 
chamber. 

1  Attendees listen to Georgetown 
chamber executive vice President Karen 
Sheldon present the volunteer of the year 
award to wendy Cash of Century 21 HSK & 
Associates.

2  Sport Clips Founder and Ceo Gordon 
edwards Logan accepts the Georgetown-
based company’s award for Large 
employer of the year. 

3  Kathy Krause, 2013 chairwoman of 
Seeds of Strength, accepts the Jesse (Buz) 
Sawyer Award from CiCi’s Pizza owner Bob 
villarreal. the award recognizes significant 
philanthropy to the community over a 
lifetime.

4  Members of the College town 
Committee, including (from left) roger 
young, Southwestern university director of 
Career Services; ron Swain, Senior Advisor 
to the President for Strategic Planning and 
Assessment at Southwestern; Jim wilson, 
who was named Ambassador of the year; 
Marcy urban and chairman Bob villarreal 
(not pictured) accept the Martha diaz 
Hurtado College town Award on behalf 
of the committee. the award is given to a 
person, organization or business whose 
efforts have enhanced the college town 
environment for students, faculty and staff 
at the university.

5  Christian and Karen Soeffker of All 
things Kids accept the award for Small 
Business of the year with their son Carl 
from Mayor George Garver (right). 

6  Kirk Kriegal (right), 2013 chamber 
chairman, presents the Citizens of the year 
award to ron and Barbara Garland. ron 
currently serves as president of the rotary 
Club of Georgetown and has served on 
several committees and boards, including 
the Georgetown ethics Commission. 

1
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Compiled by Amy Dodd Thompson
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CHAMPIONS SCHOOL OF
PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT

Etiquette in the Workplace

Social Side of Business

Communication Etiquette

Organizational Skills

Dining Etiquette

Powerful First Impressions

Interviewing Skills

Public Speaking Like a Pro

If a career in Real Estate, Loan 
Originator, Inspection or Appraisal 
interests you, give us a call or go to 
ChampionsSchool.com and learn more 
about becoming a licensed professional. 

Classroom | Correspondence | Online

CHAMPIONS SCHOOL  
OF REAL ESTATE®

ChampionsSchool.com
TREC #0005 Open to the Public

Call a Campus Today!
Austin
512-244-3545

San Antonio 
210-349-7600

Register Now: 888-335-6767
www.TheChampionsProfessional.com

Grow Professionally 
with Champions
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Conserve Texas Water

Conserve Texas Water owner Tom Catlin offers the Irrigation Decision Device, an irrigation suppression 
device that helps determine when irrigation systems should be activated. 
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Conserve Texas Water
Device helps users decrease irrigation

Drought conditions during the past 
few years have left many trying to 
find ways to help conserve water.

“In the last four years, it’s been pain-
fully obvious how much we need to con-
serve water,” Conserve Texas Water owner 
Tom Catlin said. 

In early 2012, after conversations with 
one of the creators of the Irrigation Deci-
sion Device, an irrigation water suppres-
sion tool, Catlin decided to create Con-
serve Texas Water to sell the mechanism. 

“This is unique,” Catlin said. “It’s some-
thing that makes sense.”

The IDD connects to existing irriga-
tion systems and keeps the system from 
watering the lawn when it is not needed, 
he said.

Manufactured in Austin, the IDD is 
recognized by the Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality, and it can work 
with any residential or commercial sprin-
kler system, Catlin said.

The IDD uses two different forecasting 
models—meteorological and hydrologi-
cal—to produce data at least four times 
a day that is specific to a customer’s 
address, Catlin said. Once the data is 
processed, a signal is sent to the  irriga-
tion system that tells it whether it should 
be activated, he said.

The company serves customers in the 
greater metropolitan areas of Austin, Dal-
las, Houston and San Antonio.

Catlin has been focused on promoting 
the device and its ability to help users 
lower water bills and reduce water usage 
for irrigation. 

Although it got off to a slow start, he 
said, his business has slowly increased. 

“To me it doesn’t make any difference 
whether you’re environmental or finan-
cially driven or if you’re both because this 
answers both,” Catlin said. “Here’s this 
device that is $350 that you put on your 
system and pays for itself.”

Catlin said he hopes his customer 
base will include homeowners, business 
owners, homeowners associations and 
municipalities.

A Georgetown native, Catlin said he 
has often seen sprinklers run at odd 
hours and during rain storms. The IDD 
is designed to keep automated sprinkler 
systems from running during those times 
they are least effective.

The device also prevents an irrigation 
system from causing water runoff from an 
over-saturated lawn, and it would keep it 
from watering a lawn when it is too windy 
or too cold, he said. 

BUSINESS

512-592-2929
www.conservetexaswater.com
info@conservetexaswater.com

Water use forecasting
the irrigation decision device sold by 
Conserve texas water uses two forecasting 
models—hydrological and meteorological—
to determine if a lawn needs to be watered.  

the hydrological model uses point 
elevation, slope, runoff, evapotranspiration, 
percolation rate and many other variables to 
forecast soil moisture.

the meteorological model looks at variables 
including current, recent and predicted 
precipitation type and amount; humidity, 
wind speed; temperature; and cloud cover.

Source: Conserve Texas Water

Water conservation key for  
irrigation device creator 
the idea for the irrigation decision device 
came to Carlos repelli more than a decade 
ago, he said, and after being reunited with 
former college roommate rodrigo Zerlotti, the 
development of it was a collaborative effort.

the duo created the idd, an irrigation 
water suppression device, which is sold by 
Conserve texas water and manufactured 
in Austin.

“i developed most of the meteorological 
part,” repelli said. “[Zerlotti] was the one 
who worked on the software.”

After working for a few years on the 
technology, the idd went through about 
five years of testing, repelli said.

the two applied for a patent in 2005, and it 
was issued in 2009, he said. 

How much money the device saves users 
on irrigation costs varies based on location 
and time of the year, repelli said, but by 
conservative estimates, the device can 
save irrigation system owners at least  
25 percent on water bills. 

repelli, who has his bachelor’s degree 
in physics, received his master’s degree 
in meteorology from Brazil’s institute for 
Space research. 

He said he worked as a scientist for 
several years before attending Columbia 
university, where he received a doctorate 
degree in oceanography. 

Conservation device

the irrigation decision device offered 
by Conserve texas water connects to 
an existing sprinkler system and works 
to conserve water and save money by 
suppressing water when a lawn does not 
need it. 

tom Catlin started Conserve texas water 
in early 2012 after meeting with one of the 
creators of the idd, he said.

Catlin said he serves customers, which 
he hopes will include homeowners, 
businesses, homeowners associations 
and municipalities, in the Austin, dallas, 
Houston and San Antonio areas.

By the numbers

By Amy Dodd Thompson

$350initial 
cost

idd water 
output settings

34
inches

4

Average yearly 
rainfall for 

williamson County is

according to the 
texas State Historical 

Association

$30 yearly fee

241

According to the City 
of Georgetown, the 

average person uses

gallons daily idd data is 
updated at least

3 times
daily

Assisted Living & Memory Care

Life Simplifi ed. For Your Loved One. And, For You.

MEMORY CARE STUDIOS AND RESPITE CARE AVAILABLE

109 Estrella Crossing Georgetown, 78628 • wesleyanhomes.org  

“I heard about The Wesleyan at Estrella 
Memory Care and I  was so fortunate to 
have my husband there for respite care. 

Just a temporary stay  while he recovered 
from aggressive chemotherapy that 

caused him severe memory loss.  He got a 
supportive environment and I got a much-

needed break. The Wesleyan at Estrella 
Memory Care changed his life and mine.”

The Wesleyan at Estrella Memory Care changed his life - and mine.

- RITA MARTINSON

512-943-9804
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Limited Seating. Sign up Today! 
(512) 324-4818 

SetonSurgicalGroup.com

Lose weight and keep it off. Weight 
loss surgery offers a comprehensive 
solution that incorporates lifestyle 
changes with a surgical procedure 
to improve your overall health and 
help you live a longer, happier life. 
Join us for a free seminar to find out 
if weight loss surgery is right for you.

FREE Seminar:  
Weight Loss Surgery 

Jinnie A. Bruce, MD, FACS
Patrick C. Dillawn, MD, FACS
Mario A. Longoria, MD, FACS

Take the first 
step toward 

better health.

Seminar will be held:

February 27, 12 p.m. 
Learning Room 3

March 27, 6 p.m. 
Learning Room 1

Seton Medical Center Williamson
201 Seton Parkway

Round Rock, Texas 78665

Certi� edPreowned.com      (512) 706-7065

2013 Legacy 2.5i CVT Sedan

$219mo 1

1-Subaru - Model DAB, Pkg 01. With approved credit. Dealer contribution may a� ect � nal negotiated price. 42 mo lease, First mo. payment total due at inception, no sec. dep. required, 42 monthly payments of $219, � nal pymt / residual = $12,785. Based on 10k mi. / yr with $.15 per mi. excess 
charge. MSRP $22,430. Stk# Z7960. Exp 2-28-13.  2-Volvo - 24 mo leases with approved credit through Volvo Car Financial Services. Leases based on 10,000 mi./yr with $.25/mi excess charge, � rst mo. payment paid by Volvo. S60: $0 total due at inception (no sec. dep. required). 23 monthly pay-
ments of $359. Final payment / residual = $22,852. MSRP $32,645. Cars shown with optional equipment. O� ers may include Volvo Allowance. Ad units subject to availability and may be out of stock at time of publication. If this occurs the advertised vehicle may be obtained from the manufacturer 
or distributor. O� ers expire 2-28-13.  3-Audi - 36 mo. closed-end leases o� ered to quali� ed customers by Audi Financial Services. A4 Stk# D0195 based on MSRP $35,945 with Heated front seats, Convenience and Lighting Pkg. $3,499 down + $695 acquisition fee + $329 � rst mo. pymt + $0 security 
deposit = $4,523 due at inception + TT&L. Purchase option at lease end for $19,410. 36 monthly payments of $329. Advertised o� ers require dealer contribution; � nal negotiated price may vary by dealer. Lessee responsible for insurance, maintenance and repairs and may have some � nancial 
liability at lease end. Lessee responsible for $0.25/mile over 10,000 miles per year and a disposition fee of $375 due at lease end. See dealer for details. Higher MSRP will a� ect lease price. Pictures shown with optional equipment for illustration only. O� ers expire 2-28-13.  4-Porsche - 24-month 
closed-end lease o� ered to quali� ed customers from Porsche Financial Services with approved credit, no security deposit required. Advertised o� er requires dealer contribution; � nal negotiated price may vary. Lessee responsible for insurance, maintenance and repairs and may have some � nancial 
liability at lease end. Lessee responsible for $0.30/mile over 7,500 miles per year. Higher MSRP will a� ect lease price. Stock# W8358 based on lease sale price $100,555. $7,000 total due at lease inception, 24 monthly payments of $1,345.33, purchase option/residual at lease end $80,858.70. $350 
disposition fee. See dealer for details. O� er expires 2-28-13.

2013 VOLVO S60 T5 FWD

 $359mo 2

2013 Porsche Carrera Coupe 
with PDK

 $1,345mo 4

2013 Audi A4 2.0T 
Premium FWD Multitronic

$329mo 3

Model DAB, Pkg 01. With approved credit. Dealer contribution may a� ect � nal negotiated price. 42 mo lease, First mo. payment total due at inception, no se
P $22,430. Stk# Z7960. Exp 2-28-13.  2-Volvo - 24 mo leases with approved credit through Volvo Car Financial Services. Leases based on 10,000 mi./yr with 
9. Final payment / residual = $22,852. MSRP $32,645. Cars shown with optional equipment. O� ers may include Volvo Allowance. Ad units subject to availa
O�ers expire 2-28-13. 3-Audi - 36 mo. closed-end leases o�ered to quali�ed customers by Audi Financial Services. A4 Stk# D0195 based on MSRP $35,945

$329mo 3

odel DAB Pkg 01 With appro ed credit Dealer contrib tion ma a�ect �nal negotiated price 42 mo lease First mo pa ment total d e at inception no se

GEORGETOWN’S PREMIER 
SPORTS AND SOCIAL HOT SPOT
Visit us and enjoy our 360 degree rooftop terrace and views and our 

array of flat screen TV’s at our bar, dining area or lounge areas complete 

with comfy sofas.  We have a selection of fabulous beers on tap, uptown 

cocktails and classy wines - alongside our signature pizza and food.  

ON THE 4TH FLOOR OF TAMIRO PLAZA IN HISTORIC DOWNTOWN GEORGETOWN

501 South Austin Ave., 4th Floor
Georgetown, TX 78626

512.863.8100
www.theuptownsocial.com

Dine-In-Only. Expires 3/31/13

Dine-In-Only. Expires 3/31/13

$2 OFF 
A MEDIUM PIZZA

$1 OFF 
SUNDAY BRUNCH

$3 OFF 
A LARGE PIZZA
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Wildfire
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Wildfire owner Bill Cox said the revitalization of downtown Georgetown and the addition of new restau-
rants has been good for business on the Square.
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Wildfire
Restaurant owner shares passion for food 

W ildfire owner Bill Cox has 
always had a passion for 
food, but in late 2012, he was 

able to combine that love with another 
favorite.

Cox partnered with The Palace 
Theater to create a dinner theater that 
helped raise money for the theater’s pro-
grams for handicapped children. 

“We’ve always had a very good rela-
tionship with [The Palace Theater],” Cox 
said. “I’ve had a passion for theater, and 
I’ve always admired actors because I 
don’t have that talent. I could just never 
do it.”

The plan to create a dinner theater 
had been in the works for about five 
years, he said, but finally came to frui-
tion in December when the former loca-
tion of Curious Glass became available.

The theater hosted 12 shows during 
the Christmas season as well as a New 
Years’ Eve show. 

“For community theater, it doesn’t get 
any better than The Palace,” Cox said, 
adding that the two groups plan to con-
tinue with future dinner theater shows.

Each performance was accompanied 
by a three-course dinner provided by 
Wildfire. Dinner theatergoers were 
provided with options that included the 
restaurant’s specialties, such as the New 
York strip steak, which Cox said is a 
regular customer favorite. 

Wildfire is named for the chef ’s pre-
ferred method of cooking over oak logs, 
which allows the smoke from the wood 
to flavor the dishes. 

“Wildfire is Wildfire because we cook 
most of our dishes over a wildfire, or the 
grill, and if it’s not cooked over oak logs, 
then [the food’s flavor] has something to 
do with the smoke from the fire,” Cox said.

The menu also features Cox’s favorite 
flavors influenced by Texas history. Cox 
said he draws inspiration from various 

cultures throughout the state. 
“A lot of people ask me what I would 

recommend, and I say, ‘Listen, if I 
didn’t like it, it wouldn’t be on the 
menu,’” he said.

Cox said the menu is updated annu-
ally, but some entrees will never be 
changed, including the chicken and 
dumplings, which has become popular 
among diners.

His time at the restaurant is spent just 
as much in the front of the house as it is 
managing the business, he said. 

Diners can often find Cox greeting 
guests as they walk into the restaurant 
or asking for feedback as they leave.

Cox said he looks forward to the busi-
ness continuing to serve the people of 
Georgetown through its everyday opera-
tions, including catering and banquet 
services, as well as the continuation of 
the dinner theater.

The restaurant is also home to the 
Salon Series, a monthly gathering 
hosted by The Williamson Museum 
with discussions on topics including 
science, history, art, archaeology and 
technology. The meetings are held in the 
restaurant’s banquet room and are open 
to the public. 

“We’ve been doing that for about 
three years,” Cox said. “Some of them 
are very popular, but there is always the 
same eight or 10 people who are here 
regardless of the topic.”

Cox said he has enjoyed being involved 
with The Williamson Museum, espe-
cially in past years as a judge during the 
museums Chisholm Trail Days cookoffs.

Diners can also find out about special 
events at Wildfire, on the Square or 
at The Palace Theater by visiting the 
restaurant’s Facebook page. Cox said he 
posts information daily about events as 
well as lunch and dinner specials and 
special pricing.

DINING

812 S. Austin Ave.
512-869-3473
www.wildfiretexas.com
Mon.–thu. 11 a.m.–9 p.m., Fri.–Sat.  
11 a.m.–10 p.m., Sun. 10 a.m.–9 p.m.
the saloon is open until midnight Fri.–Sat.

Owner recommendations
New York strip steak ($16/lunch; $29/
dinner)—top 10 percent certified Angus 
beef seared over oak logs and served 
with texas pecan green beans and 
Anaheim bacon cheddar red bliss mashed 
potatoes; the dinner entrée is also served 
with a red oak garden salad

Chuck Wagon chicken and dumplings 
($8)—Available only during lunch and served 
with agave honey-glazed carrots

Macadamia encrusted jumbo shrimp 
($11.50/lunch, $17/dinner)—Served with wild 
mushroom risotto, sweet pepper snow peas 
and mango cocktail sauce

Flame-seared New Zealand rack of lamb 
($29)—Served with gorgonzola potatoes, 
garlic spinach, red chile wild mushroom 
demi glace and tostada onions

Onion Soup ($5)—prepared over a 72-hour 
period and served in a crock

Saloon
wildfire also features a saloon area with a 
full bar. owner Bill Cox said he is proud of 
the restaurant’s selection of texas-made 
wines and beers. 

the bar features wines from more than 20 
texas wineries, including nearby Flat Creek 
winery in Marble Falls and from as far away 
as Lubbock. 

“i try to feature as many texas businesses 
as i can,” he said. 

Rack of lamb

wildfire owner Bill Cox said one of the 
restaurant’s top dishes is the flame-seared 
new Zealand rack of lamb. 

Cox said other favorites include the Chuck 
wagon chicken and dumplings and the 
restaurant’s seafood dishes.
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By Beth Wade

All trademarks owned by Am. D.Q. Corp. or O.J. of Am. © 2013. ® Reg. U.S. Pat. & TM Off. Tx. D.Q. Op. 
Coun., © 2013. © 2013 Great Lakes Dairy Queen Owners Marketing Group, L.L.C., All Rights Reserved.

A pharmacy where your business will always be appreciated
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“My mentor is a gateway 
to opportunities for me”

Be a part of the largest scholarship program in Central Texas. 

Healthcare Scholarships 
for Central Texas Students

St. David’s Neal Kocurek Scholars 
like Neil are matched with mentors 
in their chosen fields who show 
them the ropes.

Scholarship recipients receive 
$7,500 per year for undergraduate, 
graduate and medical school 
studies to help with tuition, books 
and more.

More info, including online application:
www.stdavidsfoundation.org

Deadline to apply is February 22

This year, 50 new recipients will receive up to $60,000 over eight years to further their education.
They join the more than 200 recipients who have been awarded scholarships to pursue

medical careers at 30 different Texas colleges.

Scholarships
awarded by:

 - Kocurek Scholar and University of Texas 
Biomedical Engineering major Neil Patodia 
with his mentor Hugh Brown, Campus CEO 
of St. David’s Georgetown Hospital
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John Sullivan
New Georgetown fire chief prepares for post
By Beth Wade

John Sullivan took over the office of Georgetown fire chief Jan. 22. He was appointed 
chief by City Council on Nov. 27.

Sullivan began his career as a firefighter in the early ’90s in Orlando, Fla. He later 
joined the Golder Ranch Fire District, which covers more than 200 square miles and 
includes eight fire stations near Tucson, Ariz. 

During his more than 20-year career in emergency service, Sullivan has served as a 
firefighter, lieutenant, captain, battalion chief and division chief before becoming assis-
tant chief of the Golder Ranch Fire District. 

In the past two years as assistant chief, Sullivan oversaw the finance division, IT ser-
vices, community relations and public affairs, human resources, fire and life safety, board 
services, and accreditation and planning services.

What made you want to be a 
firefighter?

I think if I go back in time, what drove 
me was just the desire to help people. I was 
always kind of an active kid. I held a job 
all through high school and before high 
school even with paper routes and all that. 
I wanted to do something more. I went to 
college and started to study psychology, 
and then I decided maybe I wanted to do 
something different. I transitioned back 
and was working at a grocery store, and 
I decided, ‘You know what? Fire service 
looks cool. I went into it kind of blind. It 

really intrigued me. One of the best things 
for me, I was put into a system that was 
integrated heavily into medical, fire and 
[hazardous materials]. 

What drew you to Georgetown?
I was attending a fire chiefs conference 

in San Antonio in September. 
One of the neighboring tables was 

from Round Rock, and those firefighters 
discussed the possibility of some open-
ings here. I had a follow-up conversation 
the last day of the conference … and [the 
conversation] really piqued my curiosity. I 

looked it up online. It was very interesting. 
I watched some City Council videos, 

and I became very comfortable with the 
possibility. I discussed it with my wife, 
we took a quick redeye f light, looked 
at it, did a 36-hour turn and burn, and 
decided to move forward with it. The 
rest is history. 

What is your role as fire chief?
I’m here to be part of a team, part of the 

executive team of the city and part of the 
team for the fire department where we 
serve the community. I’m here to coach. 

I’m here to learn. I’m here to teach. I’m 
here to serve, most importantly.

What are the challenges in the 
department, or is there anything 
you would change?

My biggest plan is to do no harm. Being 
the new guy coming in, particularly from 
out of state, I think it would be irrespon-
sible on my part to make any significant 
decisions without understanding the his-
tory or the decisions behind the decisions. 
Right now, it’s still a lot of information 
gathering and talks and general soft plans. 
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John Sullivan took over the position of Georgetown fire chief Jan. 22. He said he is looking forward to be-
ing a part of the department and the city’s executive team.

 

 

 

LIVE IN GEORGETOWN

PROUDLY PRESENTS
This comedy show honors Janet Engvall 

McTigue. All proceeds benefi t the education, 

fi nancial stability, health and basic needs 

initiatives of United Way of Williamson County.
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STONEWORK 
DONE RIGHT

Travertine  |  Marble  |  Saltillo  |  Terrazzo  |  Slate

836-8900
www.KandMsteamcleaning.com

We Use IICRC Recommended 
Environmentally Friendly Products

“Quality Service You Can Trust”
Locally Owned & Operated

Insured & Bonded

S

Basic to full restoration  |  Strip and polish

13 Yr. Accredited 
Member of the 
Better Business Bureau

Before

After

Before

After
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W esleyan Homes Inc. has 
served the community of 
Georgetown and beyond 

for a little more than 50 years. 
What started out as a ministry 

of the United Methodist Church to 
establish a residence for seniors grew 
into an organization with mul-
tiple facilities that provides varying 
degrees of care, from independent 
living to hospice care. 

“Part of our mission is to keep 
people as independent [as they can 
be] for as long as possible,” Wesleyan 
Homes President Chris Spence said.

With a waiting list for indepen-
dent and assistant living care in the 
hundreds, Wesleyan Homes is also in 
the planning stages for an additional 
independent living facility at The 
Wesleyan at Estrella, he said. 

In November, City Council 
approved amending The Wesleyan at 
Estrella’s planned unit development 
to allow for the construction of the 
new building.

“The people of Georgetown 
are hungry to do something that 

improves the essence of quality living 
here,” said the Rev. Dan Bonner, vice 
president for development and a Wes-
leyan board of trustees member. “The 
folks who are here, including Wes-
leyan, really want things to be done 
right and done right for everyone.” 

Planning for Wesleyan Homes’ first 
building began in the 1950s, includ-
ing the search for a location.

A city election was held in 1958 
to authorize giving the group land 
at 12th and Church streets for the 
facility. 

The four-story retirement home 
was built, and the first resident 
moved in Sept. 10, 1962.

Throughout the years, the organiza-
tion outgrew its first building and now 
has multiple facilities that offer inde-
pendent living, assisted living, skilled 
nursing, rehabilitation, hospice care, 
home health and memory care.

“Nobody has ever been turned 
away from us as long as we have a 
room or a bed,” said Bonner. “We 
serve folks income-blind.”

Tim Stuteville, The Wesleyan at 

Scenic administrator, said the orga-
nization’s goal is to be the leader in 
nonprofit senior care, he said. 

The communities feature ameni-
ties including a putting green at the 
Estrella location, beauty salons, the-
ater rooms and computer stations. 

“It’s about really having a hos-
pitality component … having a 
concierge’s approach to what we do,” 
Stuteville said.

The Wesleyan has made it a prior-
ity to to meet resident’s needs by 
being flexible, offering privacy, inde-
pendence and the resources to help 
seniors age gracefully, he said.

About 150 individuals and groups 
serve Wesleyan Homes and its 
residents as volunteers, said Mandy 
Hastings, vice president of marketing 
and sales.

Volunteers visit with residents, 
help with activities, deliver mail and 
help put on the organization’s annual 
fundraiser, WesleyFest. 

Wesleyan Homes serves about 
375 senior citizens with about 320 
employees, Stuteville said.

Wesleyan Homes Inc.
Organization aids local seniors with housing needs

NONPROFIT

Wesleyan Homes Inc.
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Wesleyan Homes Inc. President Chris Spence said the 
Georgetown community is what has helped the organization 
to continue to grow. 

A
m

y 
d

o
d

d
 t

ho
m

p
so

n

By Amy Dodd Thompson

1811 n. Austin Ave.,  
Ste. 201-202
512-863-8848
www.wesleyanhomes.org

Put the power of a 
conversation to work 
on your finances

Receive a discount of up to $20 on TurboTax® products when you meet with a banker*

The start of the year is the perfect time 
to sit down with a Wells Fargo banker to 
take a look at your finances and figure 
out where improvements can be made. 
One quick and easy discussion about 
your priorities and goals can help you take 
control of your finances and create the year 
you’d like to have. Call 1‑800‑WFB‑OPEN 
(800‑932‑6736) or stop by to start a 
conversation today.

*The TurboTax discounts are as follows: $10 off TurboTax Online Deluxe (Online Federal and desktop download); $15 off TurboTax Premier (Online Federal and desktop download); $20 off TurboTax Home 
& Business (Online Federal and desktop download); and $20 off Business (desktop download only). At the end of your meeting or call with the Banker, you will receive a card with a link to the offer 
website to take advantage of this discount. You are responsible for any fees or charges in excess of the discount value. Promotion ends 04/15/13 and discount must be redeemed by 10/15/13. Limit one 
discount per person. Terms, conditions, features, availability, pricing, service and support options for TurboTax products subject to change without notice. You are responsible for determining whether 
any information, product or service is appropriate or suitable for you based on your objectives and personal and financial situation. You should consult an attorney or tax professional regarding your 
specific situation and requirements. All rights reserved. Intuit, TurboTax and TurboTax Online, among others, are registered trademarks and/or service marks of Intuit Inc. in the United States and other 
countries. Other parties’ trademarks or service marks are the property of their respective owners.
© 2013 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Member FDIC. (782802_07195)

782802_07195

10" x 6.04"
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WildscaPe 

A wildscape designation is given by 
texas Parks & wildlife department 
to landscapes that are wildlife—bird, 
insect, reptile and small animal—
friendly. A wildscape lawn provides 
a habitat for wildlife by providing 
food, shelter and water. For more 
information on wildscapes, visit  
www.tpwd.state.tx.us/wildscapes.

xeriscaPinG 
Xeriscaping is a landscaping method 
that uses various water-conserving 
techniques, including the use of native 
and drought-resistant plants. 

coMMuniTy Garden 
this is a garden that is collectively 
used by a group of people in the 
community. Most of the time, 
individuals tend to a personal plot 
within the garden.

raised Garden beds 

raised garden beds are gardens that 
are contained above ground. Having 
these gardens above ground give 
plants the benefit of nutrients from 
additional soil, and the containers help 
keep the soil from washing away. 

Define it4

Muhly grass—Can grow up to 5 feet 
tall and blooms in the fall

Native plants
native plants are acclimated to local 
weather and soil conditions, and once 
established, usually require less water 
and maintenance. For williamson 
County AgriLife extension’s list of 
recommended landscape plants, visit 
http://williamson.agrilife.org.  
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Your

Guide to Gardening
//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

Austin Landscape Supplies
5317 S. i-35
512-930-2311
www.austinlandscapesupplies.com

Garden-Ville
250 w.L. walden drive
512-930-8282
www.garden-ville.com

Georgetown Farm Supply
1300 w. university Ave.
512-930-4054

1

2

3

Hillside Nursery Inc.
5750 williams drive
512-930-1300
www.hillsidenurserylandscape.com

McIntire’s Garden Center
303 Leander road
512-863-8243
www.mcintiresgarden.com

Parco Ace Hardware
2950 williams drive
512-863-4505
www.acehardware.com

4

5

6

7
8
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Local gardening supply retailers
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Agarita—Medium-sized with holly-like 
evergreen foliage, yellow spring flowers, 
red berries and is deer-resistant 

Dwarf wax myrtle—Small with olive-
green foliage

Evergreen sumac—Medium-sized 
with evergreen foliage with fuzzy 
orange/red berries and is deer resistant

Texas sage—Medium-sized with 
dusty gray evergreen foliage and 
blooms throughout summer and comes 
in several varieties

shrubs

Trees

Bur oak—A large, rounded shade 
tree with large ornamental acorns 
Cedar elm—A large, upright tree
Lacey oak—A medium-sized tree 
with bluish-green foliage

Yaupon holly—A small ornamental 
tree with red to orange berries and is 
deer resistant

Texas mountain laurel—A tree-like 
evergreen shrub with purple spring 
flowers

Grasses

Big bluestem—Can grow up to 4 feet 
tall and blooms in the summer and fall 

Gulf muhly—Can grow up to 3 feet 
tall and blooms in the fall

Compiled by Amy Dodd Thompson
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Area gardens

Community Garden

401 w. 17th St.
davinhoyt@gmail.com

the Community Garden, sponsored 
by First united Methodist Church of 
Georgetown, features gardening plots 
for organic vegetables, fruits and herbs. 

“Community members are assigned 
a plot at no cost and asked for their 
participation on the donation side of 
the garden,” Community Garden board 
member davin Hoyt said. 

Food donations are taken to the 
Caring Place and/or Stonehaven Senior 
Center, he said. 

“we are approaching 2,000 pounds 
[of food] total for the one year we’ve 
been in operation,” Hoyt said.  

improvements are under way with 
the installation of a second rainwater 
catch system for irrigation. volunteer 
hours are from 9 a.m.–noon 
wednesdays and Saturdays.

Demonstration Gardens 

williamson County Central Maintenance 
Facility
AgriLife extension office
3151 S.e. inner Loop, Ste. A 
512-943-3300
http://williamson.agrilife.org

the demonstration Gardens at the 
williamson County AgriLife extension 
office feature a rose garden with 
variations that have been designated 
earth-Kind by texas A&M university, 
Master Gardener wayne rhoden said. 

earth-Kind landscaping is a method 
of preserving and protecting the 
environment with water and energy 
conservation, as well as a reduction in 
fertilizer and pesticide use.

“there are 23 roses that have been 
designated as earth-Kind and, once 
established, need limited water, fertilizer 
and no pesticides,” he said. “they 
have been tested in all regions of texas 
for three to five years under stressful 
conditions to earn the designation.” 

Spring and fall are the best time to 
view the roses, rhoden said. 

the williamson County Master 
Gardeners offer talks on growing roses. 

other demonstration Gardens include 
raised vegetable and herb gardens. 

Sunken Garden 

Georgetown Community Center at  
San Gabriel Park
445 e. Morrow St.
www.georgetowngardenclub.org

Georgetown Garden Club members 
plant and maintain the Sunken Garden 
located in front of the Community Center 
at San Gabriel Park.
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Garlic Chives are grown in the Com-
munity Garden at 401 W. 17th St. 

The Sunken Garden at San Gabriel Park, shown in January, features a water 
fountain with garden beds maintained by the Georgetown Garden Club. 

Fairy roses are one of 23 rose varia-
tions designated as Earth-Kind. 

Rosemary blooms in a raised herb garden in 
January at the Demonstration Gardens. 

An assortment of roses grow in the demonstration rose garden outside 
the Williamson County AgriLife Extension Office. 

Community Garden board member Davin Hoyt said food from the garden, 
including carrots, is donated to the Caring Place or Stonehaven Senior Center.

Sunflowers, pictured in fall 2012, are grown in 
the Community Garden. 

The Community Garden, pictured in fall 2012, 
is open to the public. 
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Broccoli and cauliflower grow in one of the raised 
vegetable gardens. 

Oregano grows in January in one of 
the raised herb gardens. 
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The Demonstration Gardens at the Williamson County AgriLife Extension  
Office features raised gardens, which grow vegetables such as radishes. 
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Daffodils bloom in one of the garden beds at the Sunken 
Garden in January. 

Thyme grows in a garden bed 
in January. 
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TOP STORIES

ROUND ROCk The leaders of Round 
Rock are looking in a new direction—
literally—for options in developing a 
mass-transit system to cope with the 
city’s expected continued growth.

Rather than traditional transit options 
such as trains or buses, the city’s public 
officials are taking an active interest in a 
revolutionary “aerial-based mass-transit 
system” that would lift users from the 
ground in ski lift–style gondolas and drop 
them off at destinations throughout town.

The system is referred to as The Wire 
and is the brainchild of a team of plan-
ners from Frog Design, an international 
innovation firm with offices in 14 locations 
worldwide, including Austin.

“Once we got into some of the design 
research of it and really started investigat-
ing the technology, it quickly went from 
an office joke to, ‘this is really plausible 
and really viable,’” said Michael McDan-
iel, principal designer at Frog Design’s 
Austin studio.

Although unconventional, the idea of 
a gondola-based mass-transit system has 
caught the attention of Round Rock’s city 
leaders. Round Rock Mayor Alan McGraw 

City considers using 
gondolas as transit

Round Rock City Council is examining the feasibil-
ity of using gondolas as a method of mass transit 
within the city.
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recently took the time to visit Frog’s Austin 
office for a demonstration of the project.

McGraw said he walked away from 
the meeting impressed by the idea and 
intrigued with its possibilities.

“[The Wire] is a really fascinating con-
cept when you are looking at mass transit,” 
McGraw said. 
 Full story by JP Eichmiller

CEDAR  PARk/lEANDER More 
Cedar Park and Leander residents 
are eating local than ever before 
because of the influx of new restau-
rants to enter the market in 2012.

 Approximately two dozen new eater-
ies debuted in the area last year, with 
more restaurants expected to open in 
2013. The Texas Restaurant Association 
expects the industry to grow 5 percent 
statewide this year—a higher antici-
pated rate than any other state.

Phil Brewer, Cedar Park economic 
development director, credits the city’s 
increased daytime population for the 
local increase. 

And as Costco and a second Walmart 
enter the local market this year, Brewer 
expects smaller anchors and new restau-
rants to accompany both projects.

“I still think we’re going to see some 
franchise and chain restaurants expand 
to this area,” Brewer said.

As many of the new restaurant 
operators can attest: There are business 
opportunities in both cities given the 
right concept.
Full story by Joe Lanane

New eateries help 
create dining variety

CENTRAl AUSTIN With at least 
three new festivals in 2012 and two 
weekends of the Austin City Limits 
Festival planned for 2013, city officials 
say the infrastructure will be in place to 
meet the increase of multiday events.

Bigger festivals such as the South by 
Southwest Music and Media Conference 
and ACL make up a sizable portion of 
Austin’s tourism industry, which gener-
ated $4.3 billion in 2011, said Julie Chase, 
vice president of marketing and tourism 
for the Austin Convention and Visi-
tors Bureau. Organizers of festivals that 
started in 2012, including the Moontower 
Comedy and Oddity Festival, estimate 
the new events generated several million 
additional dollars for the local economy.

From the available venues to the cachet 
of cool Austin has acquired, Moontower 
organizer Jim Ritts said there are multiple 
reasons for the increase in local festivals.

“I think it’s fantastic. It fills hotel 
rooms, it brings folks to the restaurants, 
it brings folks in to do some shopping,” 
Chase said of the larger festivals.
Full story by Gene Davis

Additional, expanding 
festivals attracting 
visitors and revenue

Managed by Thrive Senior Living
assisted living like you’ve never seen before.

NOW TAKING RESERVATIONS

EXPERIENCE THE DIFFERENCE
• Offering a choice of traditional Assisted Living and Memory 

Care floor plans in an intimate, personal setting
• Elegant dining venues with resort-style meals
• Weekly housekeeping, personal laundry, scheduled 

transportation and much more
• Licensed nurse on site
• Shoppes and parlours
• Hill country resort ambience

512.686.1694
www.legacyatgeorgetown.com

The Legacy at Georgetown | 4907 Williams Drive
Georgetown, TX 78633

Every detail of The Legacy at Georgetown is designed with our 
residents in mind. Our community creates an atmosphere of 

comfort, safety and happiness for all our residents.
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Now Open
PFlUGERVIllE Austin Cell and 
Tablet Repair opened Jan. 1 at 
15301 n. i-35, Ste. L. the store offers 
cell phone and tablet repair, and buys 
and sells used cell phones. Hours  
are Mon.–Fri. 10 a.m.–6 p.m. and  
Sat. 10 a.m.–2 p.m. 512-670-2355.  
www.austincell.com

ROUND ROCk owner Carol 
drolette opened Threads Urban 
Collective Boutique on Jan. 7 at 
1001 Sam Bass road, Ste. 600. 
the boutique consignment store 
features clothing, furnishings and an 
artist shop featuring local vendors. 
the store specializes in vintage 
and current women’s clothing, 
accessories, shoes and jewelry.  
512-248-9000

hUTTO owner Sean Pearson 
launched home-based business 
20X Landscapes on nov. 15. the 
company offers complete landscaping 
services including lawn fertilization, 
weed control, cleanup, tree and shrub 
trimming, and weekly and biweekly 
lawn maintenance. Free estimates are 
provided, and services are offered 
throughout south williamson County 
and north Austin. 512-818-9974. 
www.20xlandscapes.net

AUSTIN Austin-based Skyventure 
opened the city’s first indoor 
skydiving facility, iFLY, on Jan. 17 at 
13265 n. uS 183. iFLy is a three-
story structure with a wind chamber 
designed to simulate free falling.
512-774-4359. www.iflyworld.com

Coming Soon
ROUND ROCk the independent 
and private Challenger School 
is expected to open a round 
rock campus for preschool and 
kindergarten students at 1521 Joyce 
Lane. Construction is slated to finish 
in May, with summer school classes 
to begin in June. 512-255-8844.  
www.challengerschool.com

ROUND ROCk A Bricks 4 Kidz 
creativity center is set to open 
March 9 at 220 Sundance Parkway, 
Ste. 300. Bricks 4 Kidz already holds 
after-school classes in approximately 
30 round rock and Leander iSd 
schools, and the creativity center 
will allow the franchise to hold 
classes, preschool and after-school 
enrichment, birthday parties, 
and services for home-schooled 
students. the center will also hold 
programs for special needs children 
and economically disadvantaged 
students. 512-388-9003.  
www.bricks4kidz.com/atx

Full stories online at impactnews.com

Salons @ 1890 Ranch
CEDAR PARk The Salons @ 1890 Ranch 
in Cedar Park is the company’s only 
Central Texas location—but not for long.

The Salons @ company, which closed 
its Temple location in 2012, hopes to 
branch into Austin sometime this year. 

In the meantime, however, the salon 
entered this year with all but one of its 
23 suites leased to various beauticians 
including hair stylists, eyelash extension 
experts and nail technicians, among 
other areas of expertise. There are also 
spa treatment options available.

Business has been good since opening 
early last year, co-owner Julie Pearson 
said.

“This location bodes well and defi-
nitely helps,” she said. 
Full story by Joe Lanane

Mahlon’s MicroCrafted 
Beef Jerky
lEANDER “Crazy hot” and “stupid 
hot” are not exactly the way Mahlon’s 
MicroCrafted Beef Jerky owner Bob 
Wolesensky would describe business 
these days, but things are looking up.

In fact, his two newest jerky flavors, 
aptly named for their heat, were hot sellers 
heading into 2013, he said.

Made with Trinidad scorpion chiles, 
the Crazy Hot recipe was originally 
intended to be hotter but turned out 
milder than the Stupid Hot flavor made 
with Mad Dog 357 hot sauce.

“A lot of people will react by saying, 
‘That is just stupid. Who would eat that?’” 
he said.

The two fiery options have been popu-
lar with jerky enthusiasts and heat freaks 
alike, Wolesensky said, helping to boost 
holiday sales higher than anticipated. In 
fact, Wolesensky spent much of January 
replenishing his stock, which also includes 
a new raspberry chipotle flavor as well 
as two new jerkies coming soon that are  
made using serrano peppers and jalapeños.

And the outlook is optimistic for 2013. 
Wolesensky said he could expand produc-
tion by buying a second meat smoker this 

year. He also opened a second retail site 
Jan. 11 on Hwy. 79 in Liberty Hill where 
he will continue selling approximately 20 
rotating flavored jerky packages. 
Full story by Joe Lanane
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1335 e. whitestone Blvd., 
Ste. o
512-221-3745
www.thesalonsat.com

Cottonwood  
Creek trl.

whitestone Blvd.

Medical Pkwy.

C-Bar 
ranch trl. 1431

11880 w. old FM 2243, Ste. 207
512-259-6965
www.mahlonsmicrocrafted.com
Mon.–Fri. 9 a.m.–6 p.m.,  
Saturday 10 a.m.–6 p.m., closed Sunday
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hUTTO Touch technology and digital 
signage company TouchSystems special-
izes in touch-screen monitors and bring-
ing innovations to consumers’ fingertips. 

The company has been in Hutto for 
more than three years, and is owned by 
Carol Nordin, Tom Williams, Kathy Sta-
bill, and Elena and Michael Woolstrum. 
It first opened in Austin in 1996, when 
developers started seeing the potential of 
touch technology.

Today, TouchSystems works with local 
businesses and large corporations in areas 
such as retail and medical fields to develop 
touch technology solutions.

The company also looks at current and 
upcoming trends shaping the technology 
industry to create in-demand products. 
Full story by Korri Kezar

TouchSystems

NORThWEST AUSTIN David 
and Rhonda Friedrichs opened Just 
Train Fun in May at The Domain.

Just Train Fun has opened three loca-
tions since 2010, including one at Lake-
line Mall, and they have been successful 
because of the relationships they have built 
with Simon Property Group, David said.

Last year, the business held a Just Train 
Fun Day with face painting, puppets and 
balloon animals. He said he hopes to put 
on the event again this year. 
Full story by Lyndsey Taylor

220 tradesmen drive
512-846-2424
www.touchsystems.com
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Just Train Fun

3220 Feathergrass Court
512-795-0273
www.justtrainfun.com

MoPac
Braker Ln.

Feathergrass 
Ct.

domain 
dr.

Amy 
donovan 
Plaza

NORThWEST AUSTIN As far as she 
knows, Amy Braden’s coworking space, 
Plug & Play, is one of a handful in the 
U.S. that includes child care services for 
working parents.

The idea came to her while she was 
attempting to work from home and her 
son woke up from a nap early while she 
was on an international conference call. 
Braden discovered there was no local 
coworking space that also had flex-
ible child care for infants. Coworking 
spaces are facilities where members pay a 
monthly fee to access work spaces, confer-
ence rooms and smaller meeting spaces.

Braden opened Plug & Play in June 
and has has already made a few changes 
to Plug & Play based on client feedback. 
She did not anticipate having so many 
babies in child care, so she reorganized 
the child care area to handle more infants 
younger than 10 months. She said she also 
implemented the Flex Preschool program, 
which engages children in learning and 
crafts rather than hav-
ing them just play and 
be entertained.
Full story by Amy Denney

Plug & Play

Pond 
Springs rd.

Anderson Mill rd.

183
13343 n. uS 183, Ste. 200
512-258-7584
www.plugandplayaustin.com
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WORK IN A WORK OUT

•CARDIO CINEMA®

•CIRCUIT AREA

•TONS OF CARDIO

•FULL LOCKER ROOM

•FREE GROUP TRAINING

•AND MUCH MORE!

Gold’s Gym Express offers:

Call, Click or Come in Today!
512-686-4777  |  GoldsGymEXPRESS.com

999MONTH
TO

MONTH

1019 W. University Ave.
Georgetown, TX 78628
Located in Wolf Ranch Town Center

PICK YOUR PRIVILEGE
Sign up today for $9.99 

per month and try a 
Gold Privilege

FREE for 30 days!

Choose from:

	 •	Tanning	 	 •	Buddy	Pass
	 •	Massage	Chair	 	 •Traveling	Access

Georgetown
512-686-4777

MONTH
TO

MONTH

999
NO CONTRACTs, 
JUsT REsULTs.

EVERYTHING YOU NEED FOR A  

GOOD WORKOUT  
   AT A

 GREAT PRICE

     Expires: 2/28/13
Some restrictions may apply. Must present coupon at time of enrollment. Valid on Basic Membership. Upgrade to 

GOLD and get UNLIMITED use of ALL Privileges. Call club for details.
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“The demand is there,” she said. “Peo-
ple are moving to Austin, and they want 
new homes.”

Garver said Georgetown’s population was 
growing by about 2,000 people per year.

“Some data shows that Williamson 
County is the fastest-growing county 
in the nation,” he said, adding that the 
New Orleans area has greater popula-
tion growth, but that has been attributed 
to people moving back to the city, not 
new growth. “Based on current trends, 
[Georgetown’s] population could increase 
by larger numbers.”

According to the state demographer, Wil-
liamson County is expected to reach an esti-
mated population of 1.4 million by 2040.

Garver said he estimates if the popu-
lation does grow as predicted, the City 
of Georgetown could have a population 
between 200,000 and 250,000 by 2040.

“If theses numbers have any validity—
let’s suppose it’s only 180,000—we still have 
the same infrastructure issues,” he said. 

Garver said the city has many attractive 
features that help bring new residents to 
Georgetown, including quality-of-life fac-
tors, such as parks and trails, economic 
development, and the Square.

New housing types
Along with the expected population 

growth, O’Grady said interest in new homes 
has grown as builders begin offering more 
energy-efficient housing and new designs.

“During the recession, the builders kind 
of stopped developing new plans, and now 
things are coming back,” she said. “We’re 
seeing a lot of new innovative designs 
coming out, and that’s prompting interest 
in new homes.”

Developer Galo Properties is laying the 
groundwork for the 1,354- acre Water Oak 
at San Gabriel housing development that 
is expected to include 3,000 environmen-
tally friendly homes once completed.

The conservation-minded development 
between Leander Road and Hwy. 29 could 
include some Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design, or LEED, certified 
homes, as well as other energy-efficient 

designs, said Kelly Hurta, a project man-
ager for the development.

The project’s construction had been 
delayed because of the economy, Hurta said 
but planning has been under way for more 
than five years.

“We’re hoping to have the first model 
homes done by the end of April, but even 
before then, the lots will be done,” she said 
of the neighborhood’s first phase on the 
north side of the development. 

Known as The Heights, the neighborhood 
is expected to feature 79 lots from Scott 
Felder Homes, Wilshire Homes and Grand 
Haven Homes. 

The second phase, which would include 
56 lots, could also start construction in the 

Housing
Continued from | 1

next few months, Hurta said.
Construction on 175 lots in Phase 3, 

located on the south side of the develop-
ment off Leander Road, could begin con-
struction later this year, she said.

Teravista comes to town 
Teravista broke ground in 2012 on infra-

structure for a new section of the com-
munity that could include up to 1,000 new 
homes north of Westinghouse Road in 
Georgetown’s ETJ, O’Grady said.

“We’ve only got one section in Round 
Rock still to be constructed. The Round 
Rock [portion of the development] is really 
wrapping up, and everything new in Ter-
avista after 2014 will be in the Georgetown 

ETJ,” she said. “We’re really excited to be in 
Georgetown. It’s nice to have the downtown 
less than 5 miles from Teravista.”

The new sections in Georgetown are 
planned to include a model home village 
and The Club at Wildflower Park, which 
is to include a recreation center, crushed-
granite trails, a pond, an outdoor amphi-
theater, a covered pavilion and pool com-
plex. A grand opening could be held in 
early fall, O’Grady said.

The area could include three or four 
neighborhoods, she said.

Map not to scale

Creekside at Georgetown  
Village

No. of lots to be added: 219
Acres: 65.6, 36 developed
Amenities: Parks and trails
Timeline: Expected to break ground on 
model homes in mid-March

Cimarron hills

No. of lots: 898
Acres: 1,118
Amenities: Jack Nicklaus Signature Golf 
Course, clubhouse and spa facility, 
pool, activity center, trails, tennis courts
Timeline: Construction on model 
homes in two new neighborhoods is 
under way

Water Oak at San Gabriel

No. of lots: 3,000
Acres: 1,354
Amenities: 360 acres of preserved space, 
environmentally friendly community
Timeline: Could break ground on homes 
in mid-2013; expected to begin con-
struction on model homes in March

Teravista

No. of lots to be added: 1,000
Acres: 1,550
Amenities: The Club at Wildflower Park, which is 
expected to include a recreation center, crushed-
granite trails, a pond, an outdoor amphitheater, a 
covered pavilion, fitness center, gathering room and 
pool complex
Timeline: Construction on infrastructure is under 
way; grand opening of club area in early fall

la Conterra

No. of lots: 500
Acres: 183
Amenities: Community 
pool, restrooms, rec-
reation area and play-
ground are planned
Timeline: 50 new lots 
are planned to break-
ground in 2013

n.e. inner Loop
Who’s 
building?

New residential permits 
in the city limits and 
extraterritorial jurisdiction 
increased from 539 
issued in 2011 to 695 
issued in 2012. This 
map is a sample of the 
neighborhoods in which 
homes are being built. 

Find related stories at impactnews.com. Keyword Search

Housing starts, Cimarron Hills, Teravista

The Collector

The Collector
Gold & Silver, Jewelry, 
Flatware, and Coins

Coin Collections      Old Currency

is ...
 Morning Care

 Afternoon Care

 Enrichment Classes

 Bilingual Spanish Program

 Summer Camp

 Parent Workshops

500 Pleasant Valley Dr.  |  Georgetown, TX 78626  |  512.863.7920

To inquire about enrollment opportunities, 
please contact Jodi Johnson at jjohnson@community-montessori.org.

Educating the whole child since 1981

PRESENT THIS AND RECEIVE 
$50 OFF THE ENROLLMENT FEE.
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Homecare by Angels
At Visiting Angels, we know that it isn’t easy to make the decision to invite a stranger into your 
home to provide non-medical homecare.   If the idea of moving a loved one into a retirement 
community or nursing home seems premature, then consider the less expensive and more 
comfortable solution: A Visiting Angel.

Visiting Angels allows seniors to stay in the familiarity of their own homes by providing the 
compassionate support they need to stay independent.

Serving:

Georgetown

Round Rock

Austin

Cedar Park

P� ugerville

Taylor

Home Care Services Include
Meal Preparation | Hygiene Assistance | Light Housekeeping | Errands, Shopping, Walks

Medication Reminders | Affordable Hourly Rates | 1 to 24 Hour Care

Temporary or Long term | Weekends, Holidays | Respite for Family Caregivers

Rewarding Companionship

America’s Choice in Homecare

(877) 907-5078
202 South Austin Avenue #106  •  Georgetown, TX 78626  •  www.WilcoAngels.com

Locally Owned 
and Operated
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place, Hammerlun said he is sup-
portive of a water usage rate sys-
tem that encourages conservation. 

Hammerlun said residents may 
have to realize lawns may not be as 
green as they used to be.

Less water should be used in 
landscaping, and using more 
native grasses and plants should 
be a part of the solution, he said. 

Landscaping as a solution
The biggest piece to this puzzle, 

Dishong said, is landscaping and 
irrigation.

“That’s the whole reason we’re 
out of whack,” he said.

The revised plan would incor-
porate a new landscaping standard 
for upcoming development as well 
as incentives and education to 
help people change current water-
thirsty landscapes.  

“The problem with landscapes 
is we’re putting out too much 
turf grass … on top of rocks,” 
Dishong said. “We need to have 
a landscape standard that will 
much more conform to the natu-
ral landscape because the natu-
ral landscape is one that doesn’t 
really need to be watered.”

Native plants, trees and grasses, 
as well as soaker hoses and drip 
irrigation help to decrease water 
use, he said. 

GUS Conservation Services 
Manager Kathy Ragsdale said she 
is looking at how other cities, such 
as San Antonio and El Paso, have 
reduced water usage.

“They’ve made huge changes 
just through incentives, not 
restrictions,” she said. 

Councilwoman Rachel Jonrowe 
is in favor of the city’s efforts to 
conserve water.

“I think it’s a necessary step of 
achieving our goal of reducing 
water usage,” she said. “I was a 
little surprised at just how high 

our water usage is.”
As she and her husband are fin-

ishing  renovations to their home, 
Jonrowe said, they are also look-
ing at their landscaping and con-
sidering a drip irrigation system 
and native grasses.

“I want to make sure I’m being a 
positive role model,” she said.

The city’s per capita usage—the 
amount of water used per person 
per day—is 241 gallons a day per 
person, Ragsdale said.

That amount is up by 41 gallons 
since 2009 when city officials said 
per capita usage was 200 gallons. 

The state recommends an aver-
age usage of 140 gallons a day per 
person, but the city’s aim by 2030 
is to get water usage down to an 
average of 160 gallons a day per 
person, she said. 

The purpose of a statewide water 
plan is to get people to implement 
water strategies instead of wait-
ing for conditions to get bad, said 
Robert Mace, Texas Water Devel-
opment Board deputy executive 
administrator of water sciences 
and conservation.

The 2011 drought helped peo-
ple to see that there is a water 
problem, he said.

“We’re also growing very rapidly, 
and a lot of the easy water is gone,” 
Mace said. “New water is going to 
be very expensive.”

Conservation uses natural 
resources more efficiently and is 
more cost-effective, he said.

Proposed plan
“We haven’t been real effective in 

our conservation efforts, and we’ve 
got to get much more serious in our 
conservation efforts to try to get 
[our per capita water use] down,” 
Georgetown Utilities General Man-
ager Jim Briggs said. “We’ve got to 
become a lot more aggressive.”

The proposed changes would 
affect the city’s water ordinance, 
the drought contingency plan and 
the conservation plan and make 

them interdependent.
While details are still being 

worked out, Briggs said after tak-
ing the plan to the GUS advisory 
board, city staff hope to be able to 
present it to City Council by the 
end of February or in March. 

If approved by the council, 
the proposed plan would make 
the city’s current three-day-a-
week irrigation schedule typically 
enacted during the summer or 
during the first stage of a drought 
the year-round standard.

The plan simplifies the tiered 
rate system from five categories 
to three, and it lowers water rates 
for customers in the lowest cat-
egory of usage but increases rates 
in additional tiers.

This system rewards people who 
make adjustments in water use 
with lower water bills, Briggs said. 

“You’re going to have to let the 
grass stress. … You’re going to have 
to let the grass go dormant,” he said.  

“It’s going to take a community 
effort to do it,” Briggs said, about 
lowering the city’s water usage.

An average household in the 
city—about 2.5 people—uses 
about 5,000 gallons a month for 
indoor needs, Ragsdale said.

That amount would vary 
depending on how many people 
live in the household, but the first 
tier is meant to accommodate resi-
dents’ indoor water needs, she said.  

The second tier incorporates 
indoor use and irrigation, Rags-
dale said, and the third tier targets 
excessive irrigation use. 

Lowering the cost of water in the 
first tier is the right approach, Jon-
rowe said. 

“Those people that make sure 
they take measures to keep usage 
low actually see their water bill 
decrease a little bit,” she said.

Water
Continued from | 1

Amounts vary depending on 
several factors, including time and 
types of machines or fixtures used.

Source:  U.S. Geological Survey, 
www.usgs.gov

Average water 
usages

1 gallon 5 gallons

How should the city encourage water 
conservation?

Take the poll online at 
impactnews.com/geo-poll

Shower 
per minute

Teeth brushing

Toilet flush

Hands/face washing

Dishwasher 
per load

Dishwashing 
by hand

Washing machine 
per load

Face/leg shaving

CONSERVATION 

aqua alerts
Georgetown utility Services offers an 
email alert system, AquaMessenger, 
to encourage customers to stay 
within monthly usage goals. GuS 
will automatically send an email to 
customers who reach preset usage 
levels. Currently the service is only 
available to about 70 percent of GuS's 
customers, officials said. All customers 
should be updated to the current 
metering system by summer, when it 
will be available to all customers.  
Call 512-930-3640 or  
visit www.gus.georgetown.org. 

Conservative landscaping 
Some ways to decrease water usage in 
landscaping include:

•	using less turf grass
•	Gradually adding topsoil to current 

grass
•	replacing dying grasses with more 

native grasses
•	using native plants and trees in 

landscaping
•	utilizing drip irrigation or soaker 

hoses for landscaping and flower 
beds

•	Separating irrigation systems into 
zones

•	 installing a rain sensor to keep an 
irrigation system from running while 
it is raining

•	 installing backup batteries to an 
irrigation system to keep the setting 
from defaulting in the event of a 
power loss

Violations
the city’s proposed plan would 
change enforcement of the drought 
contingency plan from a municipal 
violation to an administrative penalty. 

Currently, when a customer gets a 
violation for excessive water usage, 
it goes through the court system. By 
making it an administrative penalty, the 
customer could first choose to attend a 
conservation class or a receive a fine. 

A second violation could result in a fine. 

the third violation could result in a 
fine and the installation of a restrictor 
device.

repeat violators could be taken to 
court.

TECHNOLOGY SERVICES AND SUPPORT 
FOR HOME AND SMALL BUSINESS

www.computekonline.com  |   512.869.1155

Disaster Recovery Solutions
Upgrade, Maintenance & Repair

Server & Network Installation
Wireless setup & Security

Computek is committed to the long term relationship 
and IT solution you’ve been looking for!

 At Computek, we provide solutions that � t your IT needs and help you 
reach your home and small business technology goals. When it comes to 

data protection…We have your online backup solution!

Are you in a bad relationship with your IT guy? 
This Valentine’s Day give him the boot and give us a call!

Data Recovery & Migration
Hosted Email Provider

Virus/ Spyware/ Trojan/ Adware Removal and Prevention
Dell Computer Sales Partner
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Featured Neighborhood
Oaks at Wildwood Condos

Build-out year: 2011

Builders: Epcon Communities

Number of homes: 57

Square footage: 1,333–1,979

Home values: $177,313–$232,049

HOA dues (estimated): $220/month, mandatory

Amenities: Oaks at Wildwood Condos is a 55 and older 
community and features a clubhouse, common grounds, 
kitchen facilities, community pool

Property taxes:

City of Georgetown $0.410000 
Williamson County $0.449029 
Williamson County FM/RD $0.040000 
Georgetown ISD $1.398000 
Total (per $100 value) $2.297029

Market Data provided by 
Nason Hengst

Keller Williams
512-775-7900, nason@nasoncompany.com

REAl ESTATE

Homes on the market (As of Jan. 31, 2013)

Featured homesOverview

Annual home sales (Jan. 31, 2012–Jan. 31, 2013)

No. of homes for sale 5

No. of homes under contract 0

Average days on the market 94

No. of homes sold 4

Square footage (low/high) 1,710 / 1,884

Selling price (low/high) $205,000 / $276,027

S
he

ll 
r

d.

wild
wood dr.

williams dr. 2 Bedroom / 2 Bath 1,979 sq. ft. $249,900
Agent: Peggy Bennett  512-791-7254

30 Wildwood Drive, Unit 11

2 Bedroom / 2 Bath 1,710 sq. ft. $225,000
Agent: Nancy Meissner  512-656-4163

30 Wildwood Drive, Unit 154

2 Bedroom / 2 Bath 1,918 sq. ft. $269,900
Agent: Diane Waters  512-657-4750

30 Wildwood Drive, Unit 112

3 Bedroom / 2 Bath 1,979 sq. ft. $273,900
Agent: Peggy Bennett  512-791-7254

30 Wildwood Drive, Unit 13

Call for a free estimate

B’s Upkeep, LLC

Judy Biehle
President

512.591.7230
bs.upkeep@yahoo.com

200 Wisteria Dr.
Georgetown, TX 78626

www.BsUpkeep.com

• Make Readies 
• Pressure Washing

for all of your 
Call us

plumbing needs! 
512.869.1331

Family owned and operated since 1976.
104 Country Road (corner of Williams Dr. and Country Rd.)

Retail Plumbing Parts  |  Retail Showroom  
Backflow Prevention and Testing

Lic. # M14842
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REAl ESTATE

Market Data
Market Data provided by 

Cecilia Roberts
Coldwell Banker United, Realtors

512-930-2000, croberts@cbunited.com
On the market  (Jan. 1–31, 2013) Monthly home sales

Number of homes for sale Average days on the market

Price Range 78626 78628 78633 78626 78628 78633

Less than $100,000 6 1 1 37 32 1

$100,000–$149,999 15 8 1 97 77 141

$150,000–$199,999 27 8 20 86 28 39

$200,000–$299,999 17 33 46 103 110 77

$300,000–$399,999 7 32 35 168 142 93

$400,000–$499,999 6 24 26 207 176 132

$500,000–$749,999 4 12 14 295 95 181

$750,000–$999,999 5 8 1 205 127 172

$1 million + 3 6 1 184 206 218

Number of homes sold Average price

Month 78626 78628 78633 78626 78628 78633

January 2013 14 24 44 $266,455 $266,670 $236,804

January 2012 16 21 25 $143,511 $249,376 $239,465

December 2012 27 32 59 $209,158 $315,173 $290,070

November 2012 22 26 53 $153,474 $231,642 $248,882

October 2012 24 28 42 $162,174 $263,584 $227,687 

September 2012 26 27 54 $162,778 $278,822 $232,388

August 2012 29 57 58 $146,125 $250,063 $241,681

July 2012 17 44 54 $145,818 $256,434 $213,977

June 2012 26 52 68 $150,685 $261,716 $249,428

We never 
stop moving.™

...in Central TexasCecilia Roberts
Vice President of Sales

401 County Road 246 Florence
Executive ranch home with outstanding horse facilities.  
4-BD, 3.5 BA, 2 fi replaces, huge covered porch, pool, 
woods, pastures, pond, 8-stall barn, arena, pipe fences, 
pond, Georgetown schools, close-in location.

MLS # 9683140 • $1,500,000 • Sandy Barr (512) 635-7725

148 Richland View Dr. Liberty Hill
Country estate living at its best.  Acreage lots in planned 
subdivision w/county maintained roads.  Horse friendly 
community.

MLS # 7904195 • $63,375 • Nicole Scott (512) 632-6790

625 Shale Dr. Jarrell
No cookie cutter here! 3-BD, 2-BA home with a great 
fl oorplan, high ceilings, decorator colors, recessed lighting, 
nice landscaping and no neighbors directly behind this 
home.  Do not miss this opportunity!
MLS # 6780284 • $115,900 • Freddy Nunnery (512) 635-0909

621 Shale Dr. Jarrell
4-BD, 2-BA with recent interior paint.  Large family room, 
spacious bedrooms, lots of natural light, fenced back yard, 
covered patio, and nice covered front porch.  Neat, tidy and 
MOVE IN READY!
MLS # 7755188 • $119,000 • Candi Smith (512) 426-5958

311 Precipice Way Georgetown
4-BD, 2.5-BA home with hard tile and carpet.  Very clean ready for 
move in. Offi ce/bedroom and half bath on main fl oor.  Nice  cov-
ered patio and landscaping in back yard. Master bedroom has walk 
in closet and master bath with shower and garden tub combo.
MLS #2393621 • $139,750 • Bertha Godinez  (512) 635-4222

103 Morrow St. Georgetown
4-BD, 1-BA and 1,000+/- sq ft on each level of duplex. 
Great location! 

MLS #3573522 • $149,900 • Michelle Bretzke (512) 413-3366

SONTERRA

GREAT 

INVESTM
ENT 

PROPERTY

225 Bronco Blvd. Liberty Hill
4-BD, 2-BA home that offers an open fl oor plan with 
separate offi ce, sunroom and huge gameroom.  High 
ceilings, 42” cabinets, corner fi replace, large patio and 
large live oak trees… all on 1+/- acre lot.
MLS # 8633900 • $244,000 • Freddy Nunnery (512) 635-0909

113 Ten Oaks Georgetown
4-BD, 4.5-BA Two story in Shady Oaks Estates! 
4420+/- s.f. Perfect for living, recreating and 
entertaining! Downstairs and upstairs masters, formal 
dining, roomy kitchen with gas cooktop island, double 
ovens, granite counters and skylight. 
MLS #4828293 • $499,000 • George DeVillar (512) 639-0258

2305 Candle Ridge Tr Georgetown
Desirable 3-BD, 2-BA single story in Summercrest 
neighborhood. Walking distance to pool & play-
ground. Open fl oorplan and In-law plan. Close to Toll 
Road 130, Inner Loop, downtown square and IH 35. 
MLS #7446839 • $162,000 • George DeVillar (512) 639-0258

MOTIVATED 

SELLER!

CONTRACT 

PENDIN
G

779 Crestwood Dr. Killeen
Stunning 3-BD, 5-BA home with guest quarters and 
workshop.  ALL on approx. 5 glorious acres with 
amazing Hill Country views.  Main home has 3 living, 
Jack & Jill bedrooms & upstairs gameroom with huge 
balcony.
MLS # 7436884 • $375,000 • Jane Sissons (512) 635-9068

204 Sil Cove Leander
Rare 4-BD home in Westwood subdivision!  With 
over 2600 sq. ft., this home features three living, huge 
master bedroom (and closet!) and family friendly cul-
de-sac location. Only one block from community pool. 
MLS # 7181536 • $159,500 • Jane Sissons (512) 635-9068

332 Logan Ranch Rd. Georgetown
5-BD, 3.5-BA home with over 2,900 sq. ft.  Country Living 
with city conveniences.  5+/- acres with two horse stall barn.  
Riding ring, outbuildings, pirvate deep well, crossed fenced 
for horses and owner’s enjoyment.

MLS # 2211456 • $370,000 • Denise Arndt (512) 508-4014

OWNER

FIN
ANCE. $

113
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www.cbunited.com/georgetown • 512-930-2000 • 1701 Williams Drive, Georgetown
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Featured listings are randomly selected. If you are a real estate agent, builder or property owner and would like to have your commercial properties 
listed in our real estate section at no cost, please send property information and a photo to geo@impactnews.com. All listings will be considered for 
publication in one or more editions of Community Impact Newspaper. 

Commercial properties
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REAl ESTATE

Featured properties for lease

Featured properties for sale

1968 S. Austin Ave.

Property type: Restaurant 3,000 sq. ft. $6,050
Agent: Andrew Perkel  512-474-5557

Property type: Office 3,640 sq. ft. $5,000
Agent: Bill Nations  512-763-1313

Property type: Industrial 6,750 sq. ft. $330,750
Agent: Brent Campbell  512-255-3000

708 S. Austin Ave.

Property type: Office 3,000 sq. ft. $395,000
Agent: Will Davis  512-990-4820

503 S. Main St.

204 S. I-35, Ste. 105

Georgetown
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Map not to scale
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Compiled by Sarah Joerin

CLEAN & PROTECT/STAIN FIGHTER PACKAGE
(adds Protectant to refresh the Scotch Guard)

$150
40216 Industrial Park Circle • Georgetown, TX • (512) 868-6722

WWW.CDGEORGETOWN.COM

CHEM-DRY OF GEORGETOWN 
SUPERIOR CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

• Superior Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
• Oriental & Area Rug Cleaning
• Tile & Grout Cleaning & Sealing

PLUS TAX (Up to 300 sqft of exposed area.)

PartnersInBuilding.com

D R E A M  H O M E S  D O  C O M E  T R U EEQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ENVIRONMENTS FOR ®

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ENVIRONMENTS FOR ®

estrella crossing
 in georgetown

With over 25 years of experience, Partners in Building has become one 
of the most well-respected home builders in Texas, offering outstanding 
service and cutting-edge designs that transcend the traditional.  

ESTRELLA CROSSING
167 Estrella Crossing
Georgetown, TX 78628

• Spacious 1 acre wooded homesites
• Close access to I-35

Renée Damron - 512-868-8474
renee.damron@partnersinbuilding.com

We also offer a Build On your Lot Program throughout  
the greater Austin area  512-263-9906 

1

w
illiam

s d
r.

512.819.4555

DPM, FACFAS
Board Certi� ed*

3316 Williams Drive, Suite 120 • Georgetown, TX 78628
www.centexfoot.com

*Certi� ed by the American Board of Podiatric Surgery
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Recent Property listings ZIP code guide
ZIP code Subdivision Address Bed/Bath  Price  Sq. ft. Agent Agency Phone

78626 Georgian Place 1036 London Lane 3br/2ba  $150,000  2,234 Becky Minardi RE/MAX Centx Assoc. 512-635-0376

78626 Pinnacle 311 Precipice Way 5br/2ba  $139,750  1,654 Bertha Godinez Coldwell Banker United Realtor 512-635-4222

78626 San Gabriel River Estates 330 Courtnees Way 4br/3ba  $915,000  5,517 Russell Phillips Keller Williams Realty 512-698-7877

78626 Stonehedge 402 Belmont Drive 5br/3ba  $214,900  3,007 Don Johnson Goldwasser Real Estate 512-818-0812

78626 Stonehedge 705 Belmont Drive 4br/3ba  $234,900  3,329 Don Johnson Goldwasser Real Estate 512-818-0812

78626 Summer Crest 2329 Caprock Place 4br/2ba  $179,900  3,178 Jody Garcia Keller Williams Realty 512-635-1843

78626 Teravista 1117 Sunny Meadows Loop 3br/2ba  $209,900  1,842 Gregg Klar Keller Williams - Lake Travis 512-653-0488

78626 University Park 2418 McCook Drive 3br/2ba  $174,999  2,584 Dean Erickson Keller Williams Realty 512-328-3588

78626 Village Park Condo 300 San Gabriel Village Blvd. 2br/2ba  $179,000  1,333 William Kurtz Century 21 HSK & Associates 512-417-1780

78626 Western Hills Estates 301 Western Hill Drive 3br/2ba  $348,000  1,734 Norma M. Mantz J.B. Goodwin, Realtors 512-431-6226

78628 Berry Creek 30111 Hacienda Lane 3br/2ba  $279,000  2,494 Marie Kelley Coldwell Banker United Realtor 512-966-1020

78628 Berry Creek 319 Champions Drive 4br/3ba  $360,000  3,362 Paula Brent Century 21 HSK & Associates 512-818-4232

78628 Cimarron Hills 107 Rosespring 4br/4ba  $949,000  4,443 Margaret Rhein Prudential Texas Realty 512-630-3146

78628 Enclave 104 Rustle Cove 4br/3ba  $484,500  3,226 Michael Harrell Keller Williams Realty 512-769-8802

78628 Gabriels Overlook 309 Oak Plaza Cove 4br/3ba  $449,000  3,227 Robin Gulledge RE/MAX Capital City II 512-657-6889

78628 Logan Plateau 214 Jaydee Terrace 4br/4ba  $846,000  4,527 Katherine Reedholm Keller Williams Realty 512-964-3010

78628 Logan Ranch 226 Logan Ranch Road 4br/3ba  $572,000  3,123 Rita Snyder Keller Williams Realty 512-468-2867

78628 Preserve 101 Bartley Drive 4br/4ba  $699,000  4,003 Matthew Menard Keller Williams Realty 512-947-8787

78628 Serenada West 403 Esparada Drive 5br/3ba  $299,900  3,076 Rachel Logue Century 21 HSK & Associates 512-750-8896

78628 Sierra Vista 104 Tamara Court 5br/2ba  $237,750  2,936 Kari Christ Keller Williams Realty 512-784-8181

78628 Thousand Oaks 200 Woodmont Drive 5br/3ba  $129,900  2,107 Michelle Sheehan Gaston & Sheehan Realty 512-251-4950

78628 Wood Ranch 110 D B Wood Road 3br/2ba  $314,999  2,693 Marcy Urban Urban Homes and Land 512-413-5842

78633 Casa Loma River Oaks 139 Casa Loma Circle 3br/2ba  $189,500  1,480 Sherri Revier ERA Colonial Real Estate 512-769-6000

78633 Estates of Westlake 107 Whispering Spring Lane 4br/3ba  $495,000  3,492 Judith Copple Keller Williams Realty-RR 512-864-2500

78633 Estates of Westlake 218 Whispering Spring Lane 3br/4ba  $659,900  4,237 Rita Snyder Keller Williams Realty 512-468-2867

78633 Georgetown Village 150 Greenside Lane 3br/2ba  $218,000  2,102 Pete Martin ERA Colonial Real Estate 512-818-2015

78633 Giles Estates 104 Sheryl Ann Cove 4br/3ba  $399,900  3,243 Suzette Gabriel RE/MAX Centx Assoc. 512-635-1197

78633 Mason 401 Ridgewood Road 3br/2ba  $349,950  2,250 K. C. Whetstone Keller Williams Realty-RR 512-431-1222

78633 Ridgewood Estates 117 Ridgewood Cove 4br/2ba  $285,000  2,124 Suzette Gabriel RE/MAX Centx Assoc. 512-635-1197

78633 Sun City 107 High Trail Drive 2br/2ba  $233,500  1,677 Cynthia Kelly ERA Colonial Real Estate 512-948-6088

78633 Sun City 103 Waterlily Circle 2br/2ba  $224,950  1,856 Lon Russell The Stacy Group 512-608-8001

78633 Sun City 120 Dan Moody Trail 2br/2ba  $234,000  1,782 Lon Russell The Stacy Group 512-608-8001

78633 Sun City 230 Whispering Wind 2br/2ba  $219,000  1,939 Renee Jantzen Century 21 HSK & Associates 512-818-8181

78633 Sun City 104 Mistflower Lane 2br/2ba  $320,000  2,635 Pokey Delwaide ERA Colonial Real Estate 512-818-9300

78633 Sun City 204 Whippoorwill Cove 2br/2ba  $294,500  2,221 Lon Russell The Stacy Group 512-608-8001

78633 Sun City 104 Whippoorwill Way 3br/2ba  $208,000  2,131 Jeffrey Arnold J.B. Goodwin, Realtors 512-639-8838

78633 Sun City 138 Scissortail Trail 2br/2ba  $289,500  1,855 Lon Russell The Stacy Group 512-608-8001

78633 Sun City 100 Klondike Drive 3br/2ba  $234,950  2,016 Pokey Delwaide ERA Colonial Real Estate 512-818-9300

78633 Sun City 100 Edwards Drive 3br/2ba  $299,000  2,374 Renee Jantzen Century 21 HSK & Associates 512-818-8181

78633 Sun City 111 Whirlwind Cove 3br/2ba  $296,950  2,498 Pokey Delwaide ERA Colonial Real Estate 512-818-9300

78633 Sun City 744 Armstrong Drive 4br/2ba  $410,000  2,750 Lon Russell The Stacy Group 512-608-8001

78633 Sun City 304 Rosecliff Drive 2br/2ba  $225,000  1,712 Sherri Revier ERA Colonial Real Estate 512-769-6000

78633 Sun City 312 Yukon Terrace 2br/2ba  $219,900  1,660 Charlotte Hohensee The Stacy Group 512-868-7248

78633 Sun City 106 Timber Hitch Court 4br/2ba  $350,000  2,598 Lon Russell The Stacy Group 512-608-8001

78633 Sun City 512 Farm Hill Drive 2br/2ba  $179,900  1,404 Charlotte Hohensee The Stacy Group 512-868-7248

78633 Sun City 309 Monument Hill Trail 3br/2ba  $194,000  1,755 Cheryl Williams ERA Colonial Real Estate 512-658-0623

78633 Sun City 302 Cooper Lake Drive 2br/2ba  $232,000  1,712 Charlotte Hohensee The Stacy Group 512-868-7248

78633 Sun City 201 McKinney Falls Lane 4br/2ba  $392,500  2,750 James Bartley The Stacy Group 512-630-1032

78633 Sun City 332 Fieldstone Drive 2br/2ba  $229,500  1,712 Pokey Delwaide ERA Colonial Real Estate 512-818-9300

78633 Sun City 121 Mountain Creek Pass 2br/2ba  $267,000  1,712 Charlotte Hohensee The Stacy Group 512-868-7248

78633 Sun City 298 Red Poppy Trail 2br/2ba  $177,900  1,504 Pokey Delwaide ERA Colonial Real Estate 512-818-9300

78633 Sun City 209 Red Poppy Trail 3br/2ba  $298,500  2,464 Pokey Delwaide ERA Colonial Real Estate 512-818-9300

78633 Sun City 164 Scissortail Trail 2br/2ba  $444,900  3,030 Roxanne Rylander The Stacy Group 512-784-7332

78633 Sun City 195 Dove Hollow Trail 2br/2ba  $369,950  2,306 Pokey Delwaide ERA Colonial Real Estate 512-818-9300

78633 Sun City 331 Salado Creek 2br/2ba  $195,030  1,450 Matthew Menard Keller Williams Realty 512-947-8787

78633 Sun City 111 Trinity Lane 3br/2ba  $257,900  1,970 Pokey Delwaide ERA Colonial Real Estate 512-818-9300

78633 Sun City 411 Colorado River Road 2br/2ba  $170,000  1,644 Lon Russell The Stacy Group 512-608-8001

319 Champions Drive

164 Scissortail Trail

106 Timber Hitch Court

120 Dan Moody Trail

101 Bartley Drive

Residential real estate listings added to the market between 01/04/13 and 01/29/13 were included and provided by the Austin Board of Realtors, www.abor.com. Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of 
this listing, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

78626 East Georgetown
78628 West Georgetown
78633 Northwest/Lake Georgetown area
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Where we make your

backyard dreams
come to life

5750 Williams Dr      Georgetown
(Just moments away from Sun City)

512-930-1300

 www.hillsideturfgrass.com
www.hillsidenurserylandscape.com

Now is the time to get your next 
landscaping or yard project done.

Hours:
Mon-Sat

8am-5pm

FRESH SOD
WEEKLY

CALL US FOR A FREE QUOTE!

$15.00 OFF
any Tree Planting or
Landscape Project!

Expires 3/31/13
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Looking for
Coupons?

Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local 
and regional coupons

Just click and print
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