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Vote for Best of Georgetown
Ballots for the 2012 Best of Georgetown 
contest can be submitted online through 
Sept. 30 at www.bestof.georgetown.org. 
Vote for restaurants, shops and more.

 Southwestern University | 9 
Forbes magazine ranks the private 
university second in Texas

BB’s Home Cooking | 20 
Restaurant owner hopes to expand 

presence in Georgetown, Central Texas

Georgetown Grand planners plot 
alternating routes, set new dates 

Race makes ‘grand’ impact on city

Council set to approve budget, tax rate Sept. 11 Officials: Water quality 
affected by development 

City of Excellence plan 
could increase tax rate

Local authorities 
fight endangered 
species listing

By Beth Wade 
After a debate over raising 

taxes last year, Georgetown City 
Council could vote to raise taxes 
again this year to help fund a 
five-year business plan to create 
a “City of Excellence.”

“One of the directives that we 
received last year was to develop 
a five-year business plan because 
everybody was concerned about 
all the things we wanted to do 
and what the tax rate was going 
to be,” Georgetown Chief Finan-
cial Officer Micki Rundell said. 
“Internally, we use [the 2030 
comprehensive plan] as our 
basis, and we worked through 
how you would make that all 
happen and the things we would 
have to support all of that.”

As of press time Sept. 7, the 

By Korri Kezar 
A proposal to add four salaman-

der species living in Travis and Wil-
liamson counties to the endangered 
species list has garnered opposition 
from many local government offi-
cials, residents and landowners.

The Austin Blind, Jollyville 
Plateau, Salado and Georgetown 
salamanders have stirred debate in 
the area for nearly a year as many 
believe putting the amphibians on 
the list will hinder development.

“It could have a negative impact 
on the county. We’re looking at dif-
ferent options and different ways 
to deal with the issue,” Williamson 
County Commissioner Valerie 
Covey said.

In an Aug. 21 news release, the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service rec-
ommended adding the salaman-
ders to the federal register and 
designating nearly 6,000 acres in 
Travis, Williamson and Bell coun-
ties as critical habitats because of 
water quality concerns. The official 
proposal for the listing was made 
Aug. 22.

“The Edwards Aquifer is an 
important water source not only 
for these four salamander spe-
cies, but also for those living 
and working in the area,” Adam 
Zerrenner, USFWS Austin Field 
Office supervisor said in the 
release. “Efforts to improve and 

conserve the water 
and springs asso-
ciated with the 
Edwards Aquifer 

council was expected to vote  
Sept. 11 to approve a prop-
erty tax rate of 41 cents, 
an increase of more than  
2 cents from the 2011–12 tax rate 
of 38.75 per $100 valuation. 

City Council approved the pro-
posed maximum tax rate of 41 
cents at its July 24 meeting with 
a 4-3 vote with council members 
Tommy Gonzalez, Rachel Jonrowe 
and Troy Hellman voting against. 

“No one likes to pay more 
taxes, but in order for us to meet 
the five-year goals that we have 
established, that are, I feel, a great 
step to move the city forward in 
reaching those goals, I think we 
need to have the flexibility to have 
a public hearing to hear from the 
citizens how they feel about this,” 
Councilman Danny Meigs said at 

By Korri Kezar
Despite complaints from downtown busi-

nesses and residents, the city is considering 
compromises to keep the Georgetown Grand 
bicycle race for its second year.

The event brought $264,874 into the city 
during race weekend May 19–20, including 
$157,299 to local food services, $86,196 in 
lodging and $21,379 in general spending by 
race attendees, according to a study done by 
the Lower Colorado River Authority’s Com-
munity and Economic Department.

“I think that’s a pretty significant number. 

That’s money that would not have otherwise 
been spent without the event,” city spokes-
man Keith Hutchinson said. “And it’s impor-
tant to point out that that doesn’t include 
spectators that were down here. That was 
just based on the 800 racers who came, so we 
think it’s a fairly conservative number.”

LCRA utilized IMPLAN, a model developed 
by the University of Minnesota that examines 
increased spending during festivals and events. 
The results were based off 243 surveys col-
lected from out-of-town race participants.

From the data, LCRA estimated nearly 
6,000 people attended the race. Approximately  
98.7 percent of those surveyed also said they 
would come back again for next year’s Grand. 

the July 24 meeting. 
If approved, the 41 cent tax rate 

could increase the average home-
owner’s tax bill by $45.53 annu-
ally or $3.79 a month. The aver-
age home value in Georgetown 
is $185,915, which is an increase 
over last year’s average home 

value of $184,959, Rundell said. 

Strategic planning
On September 20–21, City 

Council is expected to begin stra-
tegic planning to define the five-
year business plan, Rundell said. 

See Budget | 17

See Salamanders | 15See Grand | 16

GeorGetown property tax rates
City of Georgetown residents pays property taxes to the county, city and 
Georgetown ISD. However, some residents in Sun CIty pay taxes to Jarrell ISD.

Georgetown ISD 

$1.398*

City of Georgetown

$0.41**

Williamson County 

$0.489029

Total: $2.297029 per $100 property valuation
Tax bill for a $185,915 house

$4,270.52
*The Georgetown ISD board of trustees called for an Oct. 9 tax ratification election that could increase 
the district’s property tax rate by 4 cents. If it is not approved, the rate will be $1.358 per $100 valuation.
**As of press time Sept. 7, Georgetown City Council had a proposed rate of 41 cents. The rate 
could be lowered to 39.7501 cents per $100 valuation.
Source: City of Georgetown, Williamson County, Georgetown ISD

Riders from throughout the nation participate in the 
inaugural Georgetown Grand on May 19.
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It’s easy to see how it happened. When you have unsurpassed clinical standards, technology  
and research, patients aren’t the only ones you attract. Not only do 68 cardiologists call St. David’s 
Heart & Vascular home, we have the most renowned group of electrophysiologists in the world.  

And while the numbers may be impressive, what’s really important is that over 250,000 times a year 
they provide compassionate, world-class care that heart patients say is better than anywhere else.

WE DIDN’T SET OUT TO HAVE   

THE MOST  
CARDIOLOGISTS  

WE SET OUT TO HAVE  

THE BEST.

TURNS OUT, WE HAVE BOTH.

©2012 St. David’s HealthCare. All rights reserved.stdavidsheart.com

For a FREE physician referral, or to speak with a Registered Nurse  
about your health questions 24/7, please call (512) 478-3627 or (888) 868-2104.

St. David’s Medical Center  |  Heart Hospital of Austin  |  St. David’s Georgetown Hospital  |  St. David’s North Austin Medical Center
St. David’s Round Rock Medical Center  |  St. David’s South Austin Medical Center  |  Texas Cardiac Arrhythmia Institute

Austin Heart  |  CardioTexas  |  Cardiovascular Specialists of Texas  |  Texas Heart & Vascular
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Family Dentistry    Implants   Orthodontics   Oral Surgery    Whitening
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Dental

Dr. Dinh is a member of the American Dental Association, the 
Texas Capital Dental Society, the International Association for 

Orthodontics, and the International Congress of Oral Implantologists 
as well as a member of the Georgetown Chamber of Commerce.

DDDr DiDiDi hhnh iiis a me bbmber offf hhthe AAAmeriiican DDDentalll AAAsso iiciatiiion thhhe

Come Let Our Dream Team Create 
Your Dream Smile!!!

512-863-2303
1950 S. Austin Ave.  |  Georgetown, TX 78626

www.dreamsmilesdental .net

$120
NEW PATIENT 

SPECIAL

Exam, X-Rays & 
Routine Cleanings

$299 
CUSTOM TEETH  

WHITENING

It’s always very interest-
ing hearing the different 
opinions of the George-
town community. For 
example, I would have 
never guessed that sala-
manders would be domi-

nating the conversation, but they certainly 
have people on both sides talking about 
it these days. Whether you have formed 
an opinion or not, I invite you to read our 
story on Page 1 and decide for yourself.

I’m often asked what the difference is 
between Community Impact Newspaper 
and other publications. The best way to 
answer that question is our content and 
the way we deliver it. Although other 
publications endorse political candidates 
or take sides on issues such as the sala-
manders, we want you to read the facts 
and decide for yourself. We don’t take 
sides on political issues or offer opinion 
pieces. We want to be your news source in 

the community.
If you are a local business owner you 

may know me. I’ve been with Community 
Impact Newspaper for over a year as an 
account executive and have enjoyed help-
ing countless businesses grow through 
advertising. When the general manager 
position opened up, I saw it as an opportu-
nity to expand my passion for informing 
the citizens of Georgetown and making a 
difference in this community. 

Don’t hesitate to email me with ques-
tions, ideas or opinions. And if you see me 
in the community at events this month, 
such as the Williamson County Wine and 
Food Festival or Art in the Square, please 
introduce yourself. I’d love to meet you.

Contents

Reader Feedback Connect Online

Sarah Joerin
General Manager

sjoerin@impactnews.com

 4 Impacts

 7 Calendar

 9 Education 
  Southwestern University recognized as 
  No. 2 in state, No. 92 in nation

10 Recent Highlights

 11 City and County

 12 Vote 2012 
  Williamson County district attorney 
  candidates Q&A

 13 Health 
  Experts: West Nile virus cases  
  expected to break state record in 2012

How do you think the city should respond to concerns 
from downtown businesses about the Georgetown 
Grand’s future routes?

I think the city’s plan to have two alternating routes is fair to 
all downtown businesses.

50% 
I don’t think the city should support the Grand for a second 
year. 

22.5%
I think last year’s route was good, and the city should keep 
it for next year.

15%
Other

7.5%
I think the city should use the same route every year.

5%
Results from an unscientific Web survey, collected 8/10/12-8/30/12

18 Business  
  Friendly Computers 

  Central Texas Olive Ranch

 20 Dining 
  BB’s Home Cooking

21 Nonprofit 
  Georgetown Symphony Society

 22 Regional 

 24  Real Estate

News

Features

On Page 4, the address for Aaron’s was incorrect. The 
address is 1421 Rivery Blvd. 

Correction  – Volume 6, Issue 1

Check out the new and improved 
impactnews.com

Subscribe to our e-newsletter at  
impactnews.com

Find us on Facebook at  
impactnews.com/geo-facebook

Follow us on Twitter @impactnews_geo

Find local coupons online at  
impactdeals.com

Easily browse or search news articles from your 
community or across the state

Stay informed with daily, online-exclusive community 
news and information

Learn about upcoming events with the community  
calendar

Make your voice heard by commenting on articles or 
participating in online polls

M • E • D • I • A
I N C O R P O R A T E D

©2012 JGMedia, Inc., All Rights Reserved. No reproduction of any 
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are Mon.–Fri. 7 a.m.–7 p.m. and Sat. 
8 a.m.–3 p.m. 868-0513

13  Owner Mark Blankenship will 
celebrate his 70th birthday and the 10th 
anniversary of Shake’s Frozen Custard 
at 1208 Williams Drive on Sept. 22 with 
a special for customers. Shake’s offers 
a variety of ice cream treats. Hours are 
Mon.–Sun. 1–10 p.m. 869-0210

Visit www.bestof.georgetown.org through 
Sept. 30 and vote for the city’s best 
restaurants, hotels, stores and more for 
the 2012 Best of Georgetown competition. 
Results will be announced during the 
November First Friday, and businesses 
placing first, second and third in their 
categories will receive a window decal. 
930-3546

In the News

14  SportClips, headquartered at 110 
Briarwood Drive, opened its 900th 
store in Lake Oswego, Ore., with a golf 
tournament Aug. 1 and announced 
expansion into Canada on Aug. 22. The 
company has been ranked in the top 10 
in Forbes magazine’s “Top 20 Franchises 
to Start” and donates to veterans causes. 
www.sportclips.com

Nonprofit

15  IKEA of Round Rock gave $10,000 
to help remodel the Ride On Center 
for Kids, 2050 Rockride Lane. The 
project included kitchen and bathroom 
makeovers and finished Aug. 9 with the 
delivery of new IKEA furniture. R.O.C.K. 
offers equine-assisted therapy for children 
and adults. 930-7625

Southwestern University’s Sarofim 
School of the Fine Arts is kicking off 
its 2012–13 Friends season on Sept. 22. 
Friends makes the university’s fine arts 
programs possible by donating to and 
attending fine arts programs throughout 
the year, and allowing the school to 
purchase instruments, equipment and 
pay for student travel to educational 
events. Membership includes exclusive 
lectures, behind-the-scenes sneak peeks, 
performances, exhibitions, social events 
and receptions. 863-1379,  
www.southwestern.edu/sarofim/friends.php

Closings

16  As of Aug. 29, 49 Dollar Massage was 
no longer doing business at 1530 Sun City 
Blvd., Ste. 130.

First Choice Emergency Room closed 
its Georgetown office Aug. 1 to move to 
15100 FM 1825 in Pflugerville. FCER 
strives to offer an alternative to hospital 
emergency rooms while maintaining high 
standards in care and customer service. 
Open 24 hours daily. 600-9888

Georgetown 

Now Open

1  Posh Salon opened July 17 at 4410 
Williams Drive, Ste. 103. Owner Brandy 
Green and her stylists offer haircuts and 
coloring services. Hours are Tue.–Fri.  
9 a.m.–6 p.m. and Sat. 10 a.m.–3 p.m.  
863-7774

2  Poppy Patch Creations and Alterations 
opened Aug. 16 at 407 W. University Ave. 
Nancy Eckert and her staff offer women’s 
and men’s tailoring, dressmaking, women’s 
fashion design, pattern making and more. 
Hours are Mon. 8:30 a.m.–4:30 p.m., Tue. 
8:30 a.m.–6:30 p.m. and Wed.–Thu.  
8:30 a.m.–4:30 p.m. 818-2054

3  Classes started Aug. 27 for the 
Heritage Charter Academy at Heritage 
Baptist Church, 1601 FM 971. The school 
teaches students in prekindergarten 
through 12th grade with workbook-based 
curriculum.  863-9236

4  Hearing Aid Express celebrated its 
grand opening Aug. 20–24 at 1102 S. Austin 
Ave., Ste. 106. The business performs 
hearing tests and sells hearings aids. Hours 
are Mon.–Fri. 9 a.m.–5 p.m. 869-4777 

5  Armando Zertuche opened Pho-Bachi 
at 600 N. Austin Ave., Ste. 103, on Aug. 
27. The restaurant’s menu offers Asian 
dishes such as pho, vermicelli, bulgogi and 
hibachi. Hours are Mon.–Sat. 11 a.m.– 
9 p.m. and Sun. noon–8 p.m. 686-4001, 
www.phobachiexpress.com

Coming Soon

 6  Ed Anderson plans to open Kopcakes, 
a law enforcement–themed cupcake shop, 
in mid-October after retiring from the 
Georgetown Police Department. The 
bakery, 4410 Williams Drive, Ste. 104, will 
feature about 50 cupcake flavors with some 
sugar-free options. Anderson said he is 
also developing gluten-free options. Hours 
will be Mon.–Sat. 7 a.m.–7 p.m. 630-3035

 7  Denise and Shuler Page plan to open 
Gumbo’s at 701 Main St. on the Square in  
mid- to late September. The 6,000-square-
foot space will feature a bar and lounge 
area on the second floor with a private 
party room with space for up to 60 guests 
and patio seating. The casual, fine-dining 
restaurant will offer a menu similar to the 
Gumbo’s of Round Rock restaurant, which 
closed earlier this year. Hours are Mon.–Fri. 
11 a.m.–2 p.m. and 5–10 p.m., Sat. 11 a.m.–
11 p.m. and Sun. 11 a.m.–2 p.m. The bar and 
lounge will be open Mon.–Sat. 3–11 p.m. 
671-7925, www.gumbosroundrock.com

 8  Once a transmission shop, the Union 
on Eighth, 224 E. Eighth St., is being 
transformed into a wedding and event 
venue near the Square to be opened early 
next year. The remodeled area will include 
a 3,200-square-foot decorated warehouse, 
a 3,000-square-foot private courtyard 
with gardens, space for up to 200 people, 
a bridal suite, a commercial kitchen, 
site management and valet parking, and 
mixologist and fire pit services available 
on request.  869-7941. 
www.theuniononeighth.com

Expansions

9  Three exam rooms have been added 
to the Georgetown Sleep Center, 3121 
Northwest Blvd. The 12-bedroom facility 
is a full-service sleep disorder clinic and 
sells sleep equipment and supplies. Hours 
are Mon–Fri. 9 a.m.–5 p.m. 868-5055, 
www.georgetownsleepcenter.com

Relocations

10 Moksha Yoga Inc. acquired Pilates on 
the Square, currently located at 102 W. 
Eighth St. The Pilates studio and Moksha 
Yoga will combine into one studio at 
the end of September in Tamiro Plaza at 
501 S. Austin Ave., Ste. 1280. 970-9565, 
www.mokshayogaonthesquare.com 

Anniversaries

11  Diva Chicks ARTful Boutique at 
109 E. Seventh St. celebrated its first 
anniversary Aug. 3–4. The store sells 
clothing and jewelry and strives to offer 
products made only in the United States. 
Profits from artwork sold in the store 
are donated to the Williamson County 
Regional Animal Shelter. Hours are 
Mon.–Sat. 10 a.m.–5:30 p.m.  
281-948-4302,  
www.divachicksboutique.com

12  Georgetown Cleaners, 3308 
Williams Drive, Ste. 103, celebrated its 
sixth anniversary Aug. 6. The business 
offers on-site laundry and dry-cleaning 
services, alterations and same-day pickup 
if items are dropped off by 9 a.m. Hours 
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news or questions about Georgetown?
e-mail geonews@impactnews.com.

Compiled by Korri Kezar and Beth WadeSchool Notes

Early voting for the Georgetown ISD tax 
ratification election will run Sept. 24– 
Oct. 5. Polls will be closed Sept. 30. The 
district has asked voters to approve a  
4 cent tax increase. Polling locations will 
be open Sept. 24–29 and Oct. 1–3 from  
8 a.m.–6 p.m., and Oct. 4–5 and Oct. 9 
from 7 a.m.–7 p.m. Voters can vote at any 
early voting polling location but must 
vote at in their precinct location election 
day Oct 9. Early voting locations are the 
Williamson County Inner Loop Annex, 
301 S.E. Inner Loop; Georgetown ISD 
administration building, 603 Lakeway 
Drive; and Cowan Creek Community 
Center, 1433 Cool Springs Road. On Oct. 
9, voters in precincts 311, 337, 342, 368, 
369, 370, 415 and 436 can vote at the 
Williamson County Central Maintenance 
Facility, 3151 S.E. Inner Loop. Precincts 
305, 381, 392, 394 and 395 vote at the 
GISD Administration building, and 
precincts 314, 341, 343, 344, 371 and 379 
vote at the Cowan Creek Community 
Center. www.georgetownisd.org,  
www.wilco.org/elections 

Southwestern University President Jake 
Schrum announced plans to retire during 
his annual State of the University address 
Aug. 23. A search committee hopes 
to name a successor before Schrum’s 
last day on June 30, 2013. During his 
tenure, Schrum helped raise money for 

Brandy Green opened Posh Salon in July offering 
hair cutting and coloring services.

Shake’s Frozen Custard is celebrating its 10th 
anniversary in Georgetown on Sept. 22.

1 13

Poppy Patch Creations and Alterations opened in August at 407 W. University Ave.
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the school’s Thinking Ahead program, 
allowing for remodeling, new building 
construction and the creation of the 
Paideia program. www.southwestern.edu

Community

In the News

17  Williamson County Waste 
Management is accepting paint, computers 
and some household electronics Oct. 6 
from 9 a.m.–2 p.m. at the Williamson 
County Central Maintenance Facility, 3151 
Southeast Inner Loop.  Drop off requires 
proof of Williamson County residency.  
http://williamsoncountylandfill.wm.com.

Volunteers at least age 21 or older who 
live in Williamson County and have a 
valid Texas driver’s license can apply for 
the Williamson County Sheriff’s Office 
Victim Services Unit. Applicants will 
assist with crime victim services and 
work with law enforcement and other 
first responders. The minimum service 
requirement is one year, with three 
12-hour shifts and one unit meeting per 
month. The deadline for applications is 
Sept. 24 at 5 p.m. Training will be held  
9 a.m.–6 p.m. on Oct. 6 and is 
mandatory. 943-1374, www.wilco.org,  
juliehobbs@wilco.org

4402 Williams Dr., Ste. 106 • Georgetown, Texas 78628 • 512-869-4100
GEORGETOWNPEDIATRICDENTISTRY.COM

Kickoff this Fall with 
healthy teeth!

KENNY HAVARD, DDS     |    TRAVIS HILDEBRAND, DDS
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 Worth the trip
20  Third Annual Denim and 
Diamonds Furball
Attend a black-tie affair with dinner, music 
and a silent auction to help the williamson 
County regional Animal Shelter raise 
money for new play yards. 6–9:30 p.m. $50. 
Austin Marriott north, 2600 La Frontera 
Blvd., round rock. 943-3322.  
http://pets.wilco.org

September
16  An Afternoon of Tchaikovsky
the Georgetown Symphony Society hosts 
a concert featuring the temple Symphony 
orchestra and pianist Michelle Schumann. 
A lecture is given at 3:15 p.m. by ellsworth 
Peterson. 4–6 p.m. $27 (premium seats), $20 
(general admission), $5 (students). Georgetown 
High School Klett Center for the Performing Arts, 
2211 n. Austin Ave. 864-9591. www.gsstx.org

Sept. 17–Nov. 18  Calligraphy: 
The Art of the Written Line
A two-part calligraphy exhibit includes facsimile 
scrolls from the taipei national Palace Museum 
displayed Sept. 17–oct. 8 and oct. 17–nov. 18, 
and Crisscross 24, a demonstration of Chinese, 
taiwanese, Japanese, Korean and American 
calligraphers on oct. 9. 1–5 p.m. daily Sept. 
17–oct. 8 and oct. 17–nov. 18, 7–9 p.m. on 
oct. 9. Free. Southwestern University Fine Arts 
Center, 1001 e. University Ave. 863-1648 

21  Williamson County Wine and Food 
Festival
Sample products from 10 local wineries, 
restaurants and vendors. only 300 tickets are 
being sold, and tickets are not available at the 
door. 6–9 p.m. $25. San Gabriel Community 
Center, 445 e. Morrow St. 868-8675.  
www.localwineevents.com

Sept. 21–Oct. 14  ‘I Love You, 
You’re Perfect, Now Change’
the  cast of “i Love You, You’re Perfect, now 
Change.”explores the trials and tribulations of 
relationships and marriages. Fri. and Sat.  
7:30 p.m., Sun. 2 p.m. $24 (general admission), 
$14 (students age 13–22 and active duty 
miltary with id), $10 (children age 12 and 
younger). the Palace theater, 810 S. Austin 
Ave. 869-7469. www.georgetownpalace.com

23  Sun City Art Show
Sun City’s Visual Arts Club is hosting an opening 
reception for its annual competition and judged 
art show. the event includes art demonstrations 
and refreshments. 3–5 p.m. Free. Sun City 
Activity Center, 1 texas Ave. 948-7661. 

28  Southwestern University Musicale
Southwestern University music students 
present various pieces of chamber music.  
3–4 p.m. Free. Alma thomas theater in the 
Sarofim Fine Arts Building, 1001 e. University 
Ave. 863-1504. www.southwestern.edu

Heroes Night Out golf tournament
Heroes night out hosts a golf tournament, 

including lunch, awards and an auction. 
Proceeds benefit veterans causes. 7 a.m.  
$125 (individual), $400 (team of four). teravista 
Golf Club, 4333 teravista drive. 986-7660

24th Annual Rotary Club of Georgetown 
golf tournament
this golf tournament benefits local charities 
such as the neSt for homeless teens and 
Partners in education. the event also includes 
a dinner, after-golf bash and toy drive for Blue 
Santa. 1 p.m. $125 (individual), $500 (team 
of four). Cowan Creek Golf Club, 1433 Cool 
Springs way. www.georgetownrotary.org

29  Dare to Ascend Trail Run and Family 
Fitness Festival
runners can enjoy a scenic marathon while 
families participate in free activities for 
Ascend, a charity that promotes outdoor 
activities for at-risk youth. the event is 
hosted by Chet Garner of the PBS series 
“the daytripper” and includes full and half 
marathons, a children’s run plus a 5K, and a 
free climbing wall, food and live music.  
7 a.m.–2 p.m. Prices depend on race length 
and registration date. russell Park at Lake 
Georgetown, 2101 Cr 262.  
www.ascendoutdoor.com

Walk to End Alzheimer’s
Family, friends and caregivers of those affected 
by Alzheimer’s disease are invited to participate 
in the annual walk to end Alzheimer’s and help 
raise money for the Alzheimer’s Association. 
the course is less than 3 miles and is 
wheelchair- and stroller-accessible. 8–11 a.m. 
donations accepted. San Gabriel Park, 1101 
n. College St. 241-0420, ext. 16. www.alz.org/
texascapital/in_my_community_walk.asp

October
6–7  Art in the Square
Browse a wide range of drawings, sculptures, 
paintings and jewelry as well as fiber, metal, clay 
and mixed-media pieces from more than 65 
local and national artists. oct. 6, 10 a.m.–6 p.m.; 
oct. 7, 10 a.m.–5 p.m. Free. the Georgetown 
Square. 281-222-6820. www.artinsquare.com

6  Sun City Garage Sale
Visit one of the largest garage sales in 
williamson County featuring more than 100 
booths with furniture, decorative accessories, 
jewelry, tools, children’s items and more. 
Proceeds will benefit six local charities.  
7 a.m.–noon. Sun City Social Center parking 
lot, 2 texas drive. www.sctxca.org

Harvest Fest 5K Run
Harvest Fest kicks off with a 5K and  

CALendAr

Sponsored by

To submit Georgetown events, visit  
www.impactnews.com/events/submit.html.

For a full list of Georgetown events, visit  
www.impactnews.com/geo-calendar.

To have Georgetown events considered for the print 
edition, they must be submitted online by the third Friday 
of the month.

Sept. 27–29  
By Korri Kezar

Browse children’s clothing, maternity wear and more. Sept. 27 features an exclusive 
presale for consignors, first-time parents, special guests and teachers. $5 for adults age  
18 or older. what is not sold or picked up by 8:30 p.m. on Sept. 29 is donated to charity. 

Sept. 27, 7–10 p.m.; Sept. 28, 7 a.m.–8 p.m.; Sept. 29, 7:30 a.m.–8:30 p.m.  
Georgetown Church of Christ, 1525 w. University Ave. 817-223-1020.  
www.jbfsale.com/roundrock
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Profits from the annual Just Between Friends consignment sale benefit Williamson County charities.

Just Between Friends of Georgetown/Round Rock Community Sale

half-mile kids fun run. registration closes oct. 
4. Proceeds will benefit williamson and Burnet 
County opportunities’ senior nutrition program 
and Meals on wheels. 8 a.m. Prices depend on 
race length and registration date. San Gabriel 
Park, 1003 n. Austin Ave. 763-1400.  
www.harvestfest5krun.org

9  Georgetown ISD tax election day
See Page 5 for more information.

12  Halloween special needs dance
Food, dancing, photos and prizes are available 
for special needs teenagers ages 15 and older. 
6–8 p.m. $5. Georgetown Community Center, 
445 e. Morrow St. 930-3596. www.events.
georgetown.org/special-needs-dances

15  Swinging Fore Seniors
individual golfers and teams can play a 
double shotgun tournament with morning and 
afternoon golfing along with food, prizes and 
a raffle. Proceeds benefit Family eldercare. 
8:30 a.m.–6 p.m. $150 per player. Berry Creek 
Country Club golf course, 30500 Berry Creek 
drive. www.familyeldercare.org

Online Calendar

Dr. Craig P. Torres D.D.S., Endodontist
Board Certi� ed

• Non-surgical root canal therapy
• Root canal retreatments
• Root canal surgery

Call for an appointment 868-5999
Advanced Technology
CEREC (one day all ceramic crowns)
Endodontic Microsopes
Digital radiography/photography
Oral/nitrous sedation

Dr. Gloria T. Torres D.D.S., Prosthodontist
• Restorative Dentistry
• Cosmetic Dentistry
• Full mouth reconstruction

(severe wear/malocclusions)
• Complex esthetic and functional cases
• Dental implants
• Dentures / partial dentures

42 years of combined experience

4402 Williams Drive, Suite 104 • Georgetown, TX • Hours M-F 8-5 • Most insurance accepted
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Certi� edPreowned.com      (512) 706-7065

2013 Legacy 2.5i CVT Premium Sedan

$219mo 1

Absolutely Nothing Down!

1-Subaru - Model DAD. With approved credit. Dealer contribution may a� ect  � nal negotiated price. 42 mo lease, $0 total due at inception, no sec. dep. required, 42 monthly payments of $219,  � nal pymt / residual = $13,755.28. Based on 10k mi. / yr with $.15 per mi. excess charge. MSRP $23,716. 
Stk# Z7482.  2-Volvo - 36 mo. lease, $3,693 total due at inception (no sec. dep. required). 36 monthly payments of $299. Final payment / residual = $19,588.05. MSRP $32,645. Stock# V6000. O� ers with approved credit through US Bank until October 1, 2012. Leases based on 10,000 mi./yr with 
$.25/mi excess charge. †With approved credit through US Bank in lieu of other o� ers, $15.15 per $1,000 borrowed. *Please visit www.volvocars.com/us/safeandsecure or your local Volvo retailer for details on the Volvo Safe + Secure Coverage Plan and for further details. Plan excludes tires. ©2012 
Volvo Cars of North America, LLC. The Iron Mark is a registered trademark of Volvo. Pictures for illustration only. volvocars.us. O� ers may include Volvo Allowance. Advertised � nancing may vary, excludes fees and is available to quali� ed customers.  3-Audi - 42 mo. closed-end leases o� ered to quali-
� ed customers by Audi Financial Services. A4 Stk# A6763 based on MSRP $38,210 with Ice silver metallic paint, 4ET, Exhaust tips, WPS and Premium Plus Pkg.  2,499 down + $695 acquisition fee + $399 � rst mo. payment + $0 security deposit = $3,593 due at inception + TT&L. Purchase option at 
lease end for $19,869. 42 monthly payments of $399. Advertised o� ers require dealer contribution; � nal negotiated price may vary by dealer. Lessee responsible for insurance, maintenance and repairs and may have some � nancial liability at lease end. Lessee responsible for $0.25/mile over 10,000 
miles per year and a disposition fee of $375 due at lease end. See dealer for details. Higher MSRP will a� ect lease price. Pictures shown with optional equipment for illustration only. O� ers expire 10-1-12.  4-Porsche - 36-month closed-end leases o� ered to quali� ed customers from Porsche Finan-
cial Services with approved credit, no security deposit required. Advertised o� ers require dealer contribution; � nal negotiated price may vary. Lessee responsible for insurance, maintenance and repairs and may have some � nancial liability at lease end. Lessee responsible for $0.30/mile over 10,000 
miles per year. Higher MSRP will a� ect lease price. Panamera - Stock# W8165 based on lease sale price $79,586. $6,000 total due at lease inception, 36 monthly payments of $1,179, purchase option/residual at lease end $49,427.25. $350 disposition fee. See dealer for details. O� er expires 9-30-12.

2013 VOLVO S60 T5 FWD

 $299mo 2

Safe + Secure Included

2012 Porsche Panamera 

 $1,179mo 4

2013 Audi A4 2.0T 
Premium FWD Multitronic

$399mo 3

Luxury has Progressed.

The Collector

There are a lot of great reasons to have a Wells Fargo Checking Package® account or PMA® package, and now the advantages are twice as nice. We’ll 
reward you with up to a 1% interest rate discount, double what you’d normally get on select new loans and lines of credit, through September 30, 2012. 
It’s just another way Wells Fargo is helping make your finances easier. Call, click wellsfargo.com/doublediscounts, or stop by to start a conversation 
with a Wells Fargo banker today to learn more.

Austin Avenue • 1111 S. Austin Ave. • 943-3412 
The Rivery • 700 S. IH 35 • 490-1120 
Williams & Shell • 4505 Williams Dr. • 942-6005

Auto Loans | Home Equity Lines and Loans | Personal Lines and Loans | Student Loans

Get a Double interest rate

Discount on select new loans today

New credit accounts subject to credit qualification, income verification, and collateral evaluation. Double Discount interest rate promotion for PMA® Package and Wells Fargo Checking Package account 
is only available on new personal loans and lines of credit, auto loans, and private student loans. For home equity, the Wells Fargo Checking Package account and Wells Fargo Home Mortgage customer 
discount is doubled and the PMA discount is increased from 0.375% to 0.50%. Only one qualifying promotional discount per new credit account will apply. To qualify for the promotional discount, customers 
must maintain a Wells Fargo Checking Package checking account or a Wells Fargo PMA Package checking account and continued automatic payments from a Wells Fargo checking or savings account. If the 
qualifying checking account is closed, or if the automatic payment is not selected or is cancelled at any time after the credit account is opened, the interest rate and corresponding monthly payment may 
increase (not applicable on fixed interest rate student loans). For student loans, it is not necessary to select or maintain automatic payments to receive the promotional rate Double Discount for qualified 
checking accounts. The Double Discount promotion is available on new applications submitted between July 1, 2012, and September 30, 2012. Additional restrictions, limitations, and exclusions may apply. 
Please contact a Wells Fargo banker for further details.

© 2012 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Member FDIC. NMLSR ID 399801 (733598_06170)

733598_06170 

10x6.04 

4c

733598_06170 10x6.04 4c.indd   1 9/5/12   8:00 AM
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edUCAtion

By Korri Kezar
High academic expectations and quality teaching 

landed Southwestern University at second place in the 
state and 92nd place nationally on Forbes magazine’s 2012 
America’s Top Colleges list released Aug. 1, according to 
the publication.

Forbes ranks the nation’s top 650 colleges each year, and 
while Ivy League schools such as Princeton, Harvard and 
Yale regularly make the list, Southwestern made the rank-
ings for the first time this year. 

While this may be the university’s first appearance in 
the magazine, it consistently pulls top ranks in national 
studies for its academics and programs, including com-
ing in fifth out of 269 schools in a study by Educational 
Benchmarking Inc. on students’ overall satisfaction with 
their academic experience. In another EBI study on college 
student life experience, Southwestern ranked 21st.

“It’s consistent. It’s not surprising as far as student 
satisfaction and academic quality,” said Jerry Brody, the 
university’s vice president of student life. “All the different 
measures we look at say something special is going on here.”

Nationally, Southwestern beat out familiar names such 
as New York University, Boston University and Tulane 
University. It came in second among Texas universities, 
finishing behind Rice University, but topped private and 
public schools including The University of Texas at Austin, 
Texas A&M University and Southern Methodist University.

Each university on the list was evaluated “as a consumer 
might look at them,” said Forbes Editor Michael Noer in a 
video the publication released with the list. While some col-
lege rankings are based on factors such as reputation, alumni 
donations and admission selectivity, the Center for College 
Affordability and Productivity, which compiles the list for 
Forbes, focused on graduation rates, teacher quality, post-
graduation career prospects and low student debt levels.

“I was very pleased with it. There are all different kinds 
of rankings ... but one of the things that’s most gratifying 
about the Forbes finding is, not only did we do well, it’s 
really based on more outcome-based things,” Provost and 
Dean of Faculty Jim Hunt said.

Graduation rates 
According to Forbes, with an enrollment of more than 

1,300 students, Southwestern has a four-year graduation 
rate of 62 percent and a six-year graduation rate of  
73 percent. Brody credits the numbers to the university’s 
teaching methods, including a low teacher-to-student ratio 
and professor involvement in their students’ education.

“The educational process at Southwestern is intentional. 
And there really is an attempt to have [students] learn in the 

Southwestern University recognized as No. 2 in state, No. 92 in nation
classroom and then apply it outside the classroom,” he said.

The graduation rates also help keep debt low by saving 
students extra years at the university.

“There’s an assumption that because it’s public, it must 
be more affordable. But if you look at the average gradu-
ation rate at the public [schools] and the percentage that 
graduate in four years, and you look at our four-year grad-
uation rate, well, you just saved maybe a year of tuition.”

While some students do receive outside loans and grants, 
approximately 98 percent pay their tuition at least partially 
from merit or need-based aid given through the university.

For their tuition dollars, students are taught in classes 
with no more than 18 students, and only by fully quali-
fied professors. Southwestern does not employ teaching 
assistants or faculty fellows as instructors.

“[The ranking] was really looking at ... teaching,” Hunt 
said. “For me, having this ranking is a big seal of approval 
on the teaching here.”

The low student-to-teacher ratio allows students to 
access professors outside of class more readily and do 
hands-on, graduate school–level research as undergradu-
ates. Currently, Southwestern does not offer graduate 
degrees, so all emphasis is put on undergraduate study. As 
a result, approximately three students are recognized by 
the Fulbright Foundation every year, and five to six receive 
National Science Foundation grants.

“This is not a school for someone who wants to remain 
anonymous. The students who come here either have or 
develop a love for learning,” Brody said.

With internships, volunteer opportunities and job 
possibilities, students can seek help finding options at 
Southwestern’s career center, which was ranked in the top 
10 by the Princeton Review in 2008. The center offers more 
than 180 programs each year to connect students with 
companies, offers interview skills and resume building 
and encourages students to get a head start on looking at 
career options.

“We do a lot of programs that put them in front of peo-
ple,” said Roger Young, Southwestern’s director of career 
services. “Employers want to see experience on a resume.”

After graduating, a majority of Southwestern students 
spread to Texas’ metro areas, including Dallas-Fort Worth, 
Houston and San Antonio. Young estimated 40 percent 
stay in the Austin area.

“A lot of our students like to stay in the area after they 
graduate,” he said.

Beyond the classroom
Southwestern students are also encouraged to partici-

pate in volunteer opportunities and internships to put 

their schooling to the test.
“We are very intentional in trying to make sure that 

the students apply what they learn and test what they 
learn,” Brody said.

But what makes Southwestern great doesn’t just lie 
within the career center or the school’s walls, Brody said. 
Support from outside is what makes the university con-
tinue a tradition of excellence.

“It works because of the community, it works because 
of the campus community and surrounding commu-
nity,” he said.

Rice University, Houston
State rank: 1
National rank: 37
Student population: 6,224
Student-to-faculty ratio: 9:1
Total annual cost: $50,171

Southwestern University, 
Georgetown
State rank: 2
National rank: 92
Student population: 1,347
Student-to-faculty ratio: 10:1
Total annual cost: $45,340

Trinity University, San Antonio
State rank: 3
National rank: 101
Student population: 2,535
Student-to-faculty ratio: 9:1
Total annual cost: $44,422

The University of Texas at Austin
State rank: 4
National rank: 104
Student population: 51,112
Student-to-faculty ratio: 18:1
Total annual cost: $47,426

Southern Methodist University, 
Dallas
State rank: 5
National rank: 105
Student population: 10,982
Student-to-faculty ratio: 11:1
Total annual cost: $55,955

How the rankings work

Methodology
Rankings aRe deteRmined based on five coRe aReas:

Postgraduate success 32.5 percent of each score
Listing of alumni in "Who's Who in America"—10 percent
Salary of alumni from www.payscale.com—15 percent
American Leaders List—7.5 percent

Student satisfaction 27.5 percent
Student evaluations from www.ratemyprofessor.com—17.5 percent
Actual freshman-to-sophomore retention rates—5 percent
Predicted versus actual freshman-to-sophomore retention rates—5 percent

Student debt 17.5 percent
Average federal student loan debt load—10 percent
Student loan default rates—5 percent
Predicted versus actual percent of students taking federal loans—2.5 percent

Four-year graduation rate 11.25 percent
Actual four-year graduation rate—8.75 percent
Predicted versus actual four-year graduation rate—2.5 percent

Competitive awards 11.25 percent
Student nationally competitive awards—7.5 percent
Alumni receiving doctorates—3.75 percent

Source: Forbes magazine 

EXIT 259, IH-35 • GEORGETOWN, TX 
800-275-6555 OR 512-930-4922
SPECIAL HOURS: FRIDAY & SATURDAY 
8:30AM–5:30PM SUNDAY 10:00AM–5:00PM

www.rvoutletmall.com

Friday September 14th

Saturday September 15th

Sunday September 16th512.819.4555

DPM, FACFAS
Board Certi� ed*

3316 Williams Drive, Suite 120 • Georgetown, TX 78628
www.centexfoot.com

*Certi� ed by the American Board of Podiatric Surgery
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Recent highlights

Members of the Georgetown Chamber of Commerce celebrate the opening of Starbucks at 4410 Wil-
liams Drive with a ribbon-cutting ceremony Aug. 10.

The cast of “A Chorus Line” presents a musical number during a recent performance at The Palace 
Theater in Georgetown. 
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County and state officials speak in opposition to listing four area salamander species on the federal 
endangered species list at a forum Aug. 24 at the Georgetown Chamber of Commerce.
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Motorcyclists look at different bikes during the Heroes Night Out inaugural Motorcycle Race on Aug. 18.
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Urban Planner Noré Winter gives a presenta-
tion about the importance of historic planning to 
Georgetown residents at an Aug. 15 workshop at 
the Georgetown Public Library.
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Mammographer Stephanie Benold demonstrates 
Seton Healthcare Family’s mobile mammography 
machine on the hospital system’s Big Pink Bus, 
which made a stop in Georgetown on Aug. 20.
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Williamson County

  Georgetown City Council
Meets Sept. 11 and 25 at 6 p.m.
Council chambers, 101 e. Seventh St.
931-7715 • www.georgetown.org
Meetings are recorded and broadcast on 
Channel 10 at 7 p.m. wednesday, Friday 
and Sunday following each meeting.

  Williamson County 
Commissioners Court
Meets tuesdays at 9:30 a.m.
williamson County Courthouse, 710 S. 
Main St., Georgetown • 943-1550  
www.wilco.org

Meeting times

CitY And CoUntY Compiled by Korri Kezar and Beth Wade

County ranked No. 3 in nation for job 
growth by CNN Money

Williamson County earned the No. 3 slot 
on business website CNN Money’s “Where 
the jobs are” list. The list identified the top 
25 counties in the nation that have had high 
job growth rates.

Williamson County’s job growth from 
2000–11 was 73.8 percent, according to the 
listing, which also cited the county’s incen-
tives for companies and low property taxes 
as a reason for the ranking. 

CNN Money said Austin’s develop-
ment spurred growth in cities such as 
Round Rock and Cedar Park, “where 
affordable housing, cultural offerings 
and numerous parks and trails win 
points with young families.”

Contract database now online 
Contracts for county spending can now 

be viewed online through Williamson 
County’s website. 

During the Aug. 14 Commissioners 
Court meeting, County Auditor David 
Flores said the effort was a collaboration 
between his office and the county’s informa-
tion technology department.

 The database was made available by the 
county auditor’s office and includes approxi-
mately 2,200 contracts the city has negoti-
ated for work, from road improvements to 

Georgetown

For instant coverage of meetings,  
follow us on Twitter @impactnews_geo

animal services. Most of the contracts are  
dated from October 2009 to the present and 
organized by service or product type.

The database can be accessed by visiting 
the county auditor’s page at www.wilco.org.

County judge lifts burn ban
County Judge Dan Gattis repealed a 

burn ban during a Commissioners Court 
meeting Aug. 21. 

Despite Gattis’ decision to lift the 
restrictions, he warned that recent rains 
have not been enough to fully dampen 
wildfire concerns. The court will con-
tinue to monitor conditions to determine 
if a ban should be reinstated.

Council approves recycling contract
Georgetown City Council approved  

Aug. 14 a five-year solid waste and recycling 
contract with Texas Disposal Systems. The 
new contract will go into effect Oct. 1 and 
will add a single-stream recycling program 
to the city’s services. As part of the single-
stream recycling services, customers will be 
able to recycle cardboard and plastics 1–7. 
Curbside pickup of solid waste will continue 
on a weekly schedule, and single-stream 
recycling will be collected every other week.

LCRA drops temporary injunction
The Lower Colorado River Authority on 

Aug. 27 dropped its temporary injunction 
request in Travis County District Court 
that would have temporarily stopped 
seven electric wholesale customers, 
including the City of Georgetown, from 
terminating their power contracts.

A judge will determine if the court has 
jurisdiction over the case. If jurisdiction is 
determined, Assistant City Manager Jim 
Briggs said the utilities want the hearing 
moved out of Travis County.

Grape Creek contract amended
City Council approved an amendment to 

the city’s economic development agreement 

with Grape Creek Vineyards for the build-
ings at 101 W. Seventh St. and 614 S. Main 
St. at its Aug. 28 meeting. The amendment 
will increase the amount the Georgetown 
Economic Development Corporation will 
spend for site improvements from $280,000 
to $379,580. Costs include renovating the 
property for a winery and replacing the 
building’s roof.

City to study feasible uses for 
former Albertsons building

City Council approved Aug. 28 a feasibil-
ity study for possible uses for the former 
Albertsons building at 610 N. Austin Ave. 
The city, which purchased the building to be 
used as a police station before moving for-
ward with plans for the public safety facility, 
has owned the building since 2009. Council 
approved up to $25,000 for the study to 
determine the best use of the building.
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CARDIO CINEMA®

HAS NEVER BEEN

BURNING

ENTERTAINING

CALORIES

SO

MONTH
TO

MONTH

999$
CALL, CLICK OR COME IN TODAY!

1019 W. University Ave., Ste. 100
Georgetown, TX 78628 • 512-686-4777

In Wolf Ranch Town Center
goldsgymexpReSS.com

•NO CONTRACT •NO COMMITMENT

•BIG SCREEN

•SURROUND SOUND

•TIME FLIES
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Williamson County district attorney

A.  As a wife, mother and now as a grandmother, I 
want to make sure that Williamson County remains a 
safe and secure place to live, work and raise a family. 
I believe the people of Williamson County deserve a 
district attorney with a proven record of prosecuting 

criminals and keeping our community safe. I have com-
mitted my life to the pursuit of justice, and as our next 
district attorney, I will continue to prosecute those who 
do harm to our families and community with toughness 
and tenacity.

A.  I have a proven track record of prosecuting misde-
meanor and felony crimes in Williamson County as the 
county attorney for the past eight years. When it comes 
to the question of who is the best candidate to serve as 
our county’s other chief prosecutor, I will defer to the 
judgment of the brave men and women who put their 
lives on the line every day to keep our community safe. 
I’m proud to have the endorsements of the Williamson 
County Sheriff’s Association, the Cedar Park Police 

Association, the Austin Police Association, the Combined 
Law Enforcement Association of Texas, the Travis County 
Sheriff’s Law Enforcement Association, the Texas State 
Fraternal Order of Police, former Williamson County 
District Attorney Ed Walsh, former District Attorney Grant 
Jones, the Williamson County Sexual Assault Nurse 
Examiners, the Round Rock Firefighters Association and 
the Austin Firefighters Association.

A.  I have served as the elected Williamson County 
attorney since 2005. During that time, I have more than 
doubled the amount of protective orders for victims 
of family violence and brought in expert attorneys to 
represent Child Protective Services so that vulnerable 
children get the best representation possible. I have 
saved taxpayers over a million dollars by handling civil 
litigation and county contracts in-house rather than 
outsourcing them. I have also implemented new paper-

less and direct-file systems that have saved taxpayers 
well over a million dollars since their implementation. 
My office has collected over $7.2 million in hot checks 
and fees for area merchants, an exponential increase 
over my predecessor, and I’ve worked closely with the 
purchasing department and the auditor’s office to imple-
ment several checks and balances to ensure that all 
county business is conducted in the open, [in a] fair and 
equitable manner.

A.  One of the first things I will do is create a true open 
discovery policy which will help prevent another Michael 
Morton case from ever happening again. I will also 
seek justice for victims of family violence. Many serious 

crimes against women and children are currently being 
reduced to misdemeanors, and that practice must come 
to an end. Victims of crime deserve better.

A.  I will handle the tough or controversial cases the 
same way I handle any other, by seeking justice and 
the truth. As a career prosecutor, I have taken an oath 
to follow the law and to follow the evidence wherever 
it leads. Every case will be evaluated on its merits, and 
my office will work hard to ensure that those who prey 
on the innocent in our county face stiff punishments.

A.  My record speaks for itself. Over the last decade, 
our population has almost doubled in size, yet we have 
maintained the lowest crime rate of any county our 
size [in the state]. As the county attorney, my office has 
handled roughly 85 percent of all the criminal cases that 
have come through the criminal justice system. But, it 
goes without saying, most of the credit for our low crime 

rate goes to our law enforcement officers who do the 
heavy lifting out on the streets to keep us safe.

Jana Duty has been the Williamson County attorney since being elected in 2004 and 
has lived in the county since 1998. Duty lives in Round Rock and has three children. 
Duty declined an in-person interview. All questions were answered by email.

www.janaduty.com

Jana Duty-R

A.  I saw the opportunity to perform some public ser-
vice. I was paying attention to the Michael Morton case, 
and quite frankly got angry and astounded at the way 
Michael Morton was treated by the DA’s office under 
John Bradley and under Ken Anderson. It made me 

think that I could do a lot better, and Williamson County 
citizens deserved a lot better. 

A.  I think that I’ve got a lot of experience in Williamson 
County and the justice system. I’ve been a lawyer since 
November 1984. I was a prosecutor in Williamson 
County prosecuting misdemeanor cases for Billy Ray 
Stubblefield in 1985 and ’86. I’ve been in private prac-
tice doing criminal defense work and family law cases 
since 1986, continuously running a law practice and be-
ing involved in the local judicial system. Previous to that 
I graduated from [The University of Texas] law school in 

1984 and graduated from the U.S. Naval Academy with 
a degree in marine engineering in 1976. I served over 
five years of active duty in the Navy as a commissioned 
officer and several years as a commissioned officer in 
the naval reserves. 

A.  I’ve been a prosecutor, and I’ve been a defense at-
torney. I think having seen things from both sides gives 
you a little bit better perspective. I’ve had clients before 
who were put in terrible positions where they might 
have been guilty of something, but they weren’t guilty 
of exactly what they were charged with, or they didn’t 
deserve the punishment that was being offered by either 
the county attorney’s office or the district attorney’s 
office. You’re put in a rock-and-a-hard place situation 

where you have to decide to go to a jury trial and risk 
10 years or 20 years or take some kind of punishment 
that may be excessive but is less than 10 years or 20 
years. Having been a defense attorney and a prosecutor, 
it gives me a better perspective.

A.  Well, the first order of business would be getting 
ready to take the oath of office on Jan. 1. I’ve had a pri-
vate practice for 26 years, and I would have to transfer 
my cases to somebody else or shut down my business 

and hopefully take a little time off. I’m sure I’ll need a 
vacation by Nov. 6. Nov. 6 to Jan. 1 is only about seven 
weeks. It’ll be a busy seven weeks.

A.  I would educate myself with as many facts about 
the case, the victims and the defendants as possible. 
If there have been similar cases in the past, I would 
try to find out how those cases were handled by this 
DA’s office and why. If I think it might help, I would call 
another DA’s office and see if they have some insights 
into the type of case we are dealing with here. 

I would like to think I would never insert politics or how 
it might affect my possible re-election when I am mak-
ing tough decisions. I would rather do the right thing 
and lose the next election than do the wrong thing and 
have it help me in the next election. The voters hire a 
DA to make tough decisions and rely on his/her experi-
ence and judgment to make the tough calls.

A.  We need to be smart on crime, not just tough on 
crime. There are a lot of factors that go into how you 
deal with a particular crime. Being smart on crime 
doesn’t necessarily mean you throw the book at every-
body for every crime. You have to keep in mind that you 
should really use genuine prison as a last resort. It costs 
$100 to $150 a day to keep somebody locked up. The 

taxpayers have to pay for that, and that gets expensive. 
So if you have some pretrial diversion program that you 
could use for certain types of crime and criminals where 
somebody goes on the pretrial diversion program for 18 
to 24 months and has lots of rules they have to follow 
similar to the felony rules of probation, that might be a 
good way to deal with it.

Ken Crain graduated from The University of Texas at Austin School of Law in 1984. 
Prior to opening his own criminal defense and family law practice in Georgetown, 
Crain worked as a prosecutor for the Williamson County attorney’s office under 
County Attorney Billy Ray Stubblefield in 1985 and 1986.

www.kencrain.com

Ken Crain-D

Q. Why are you running for district attorney?

Q. What makes you the best candidate for the position?

Q. What experience would you bring to the job?

Q. What will be your first order of business if elected?

Q. How will you tackle tough or controversial cases?

Q. Williamson County has a reputation of being tough on crime. Is that something you would continue, or how would you change that?

2012 ELECTION COVERAGE Election dates for 2012
Oct 9: Last day to register

Sept. 7–Oct. 30: Ballot by 
mail application period 

Oct. 22– Nov. 2: early 
in-person voting period

Nov. 6: election day

(Source: Texas Secretary 
of State)

Compiled by Beth Wade and Korri Kezar
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Recent rainfall and warm tem-
peratures have brought back an all too 
familiar worry for Texans. Swarms of 
mosquitos are not only threatening 
itchy bites, but also infection of the 
West Nile virus.

West Nile grabbed national atten-
tion in the 2000s when thousands of 
cases were reported throughout the 
United States. In 2002, the virus first 
appeared in Texas, claiming 13 lives 
in the state and a total of 284 lives 
nationwide, according to reports from 
the U.S. Center for Disease Control 
and Prevention. While West Nile–
related deaths haven't stopped since 
then, fewer have been reported, with 
numbers dropping to 712 nationally in 
2011, including two in Texas.

This year is set to be the state's worst 
for West Nile, with the Department 
of State Health Services reporting 733 
confirmed cases and 30 fatalities by 
Sept. 4.

“We anticipate we’ll outpace 2003, 
and that was our worst year in number 
of cases,” DSHS spokeswoman Chris-
tine Mann said.

One fatality, a female in her 90s, 
has been reported in Williamson 
County. Five cases of West Nile fever 
and six cases of West Nile neuroinva-
sive disease were confirmed by Sept. 
4, according to DSHS Before 2012, 
only five cases of West Nile had been 
reported in the county since 2002, the 

West Nile virus found in Texas and WilCo
Experts: Cases in 2012 expected to break state record

HeALtH

By Korri Kezar
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Source: The U.S. Center for Disease Control and Prevention

Williamson County and Cities Health 
District said.

“To give you an idea, from 2002 to 
2007, we had five cases reported total, 
and no cases reported from 2007 up 
to now,” WCCHD Communications 
Director Marcus Cooper said. “In my 
discussions with some of our experts, 
that doesn’t mean there weren’t West 
Nile cases in that time period, but they 
might not have been reported or may 
not have been diagnosed.”

While all age groups are at risk of 
developing the virus, the very young 
and elderly are most susceptible to 
developing complications from West 
Nile, Cooper said. A person’s immune 
system is a major factor in what he or 
she will experience.

If infected, eight out of 10 patients 
will not experience any symptoms, 
WCCHD said. Others may develop 
West Nile fever, marked with flu-like 
symptoms such as neck stiffness, head-
aches and muscle fatigue.

West Nile neuroinvasive disease, 
or WNND, which will affect one in 
150 cases, is a more serious concern. 
WNND patients can develop cen-
tral nervous system diseases such as 
meningitis or encephalitis, and 10 
percent of cases end in death. Those 
who survive typically battle lifelong 
nervous system problems. In 2011, 
DSHS reported 20 cases of WNND, 
two of which were fatal, and 497 cases 
have been reported in Texas so far 

this year.
Figuring out why the virus is infect-

ing large numbers again has not been 
easy, Cooper said.

West Nile is a yearlong threat; how-
ever, case numbers typically peak in 
the hottest months, July and August, 
around the time birds begin their 
autumn migrations. One theory is that 
when the birds leave, mosquitos turn 
their attention to humans, causing 
more contact, Cooper said.

He also suggested water left stand-
ing after the region’s July rainfall 
could also have encouraged larvae 
hatchings and larger mosquito popu-
lations. Even urban developments, 
which increase the number of people 
mosquitos can target in an area, are 
being investigated as possible reasons 
for the peak case numbers.

“They’re still trying to determine 
whether the changes in the weather 
conditions have impacted the growth 
and dispersement of mosquito gesta-
tion areas, the migration of birds in 
combination with the dry weather 
and whether standing water in flower 
pots, overturned tires and other types 
of man-made, urban pockets have 
created a situation where more mos-
quitos are turning towards humans as 
opposed to other animals they could 
feed off of,” Cooper said. “There are 
no hard facts right now, but [scien-
tists] consider all of those factors.”

what is west nile Virus?
West Nile is a virus that infects humans and is spread by mosquito bites.

what are the symptoms?
Patients infected with West Nile typically experience sickness similar 
to the flu, though a full range of symptoms can include high fever, 
muscle weakness, headache, rashes, stiff neck, disorientation, convul-
sions, paralysis and coma.

what should i do if i suspect i haVe west nile?
Seek medical attention immediately. If your doctor believes you could 
have West Nile, a blood test can confirm the diagnosis. Treatment will 
be more effective the sooner West Nile is diagnosed.

how can it be preVented?
The Williamson County and Cities Health District offers these tips to 
prevent contracting West Nile:

•	 Eliminate standing water in wheelbarrows, rain gutters, 
buckets, plastic covers, toys or any other container where 
mosquitos can breed.

•	 Empty and change the water in pet drinking bowls, bird baths, 
fountains, wading pools, rain barrels and potted plant trays 
every four to five days to destroy potential mosquito habitats.

•	 Drain or fill temporary pools of water with dirt.

•	 Keep swimming pool water treated and circulating.

•	 Clean out rain gutters.

•	 Remove discarded tires or keep them dry and covered. 

•	 Add an aerator to ponds and water gardens, or add fish that will 
eat mosquitos and larvae.  

•	 Remove debris from ditches and low areas.

•	 Fill in ruts and holes that collect standing water.

Bug sprays containing DEET offer the best protection for bare skin, 
while permethrin, a chemical used in insecticides, is more effective on 
clothing. Sprays with picaridin, lemon oil eucalyptus and IR3535 can also 
be used.

Areas with stagnant water, including abandoned lots, should be 
reported to the WCCHD’s Environmental Health Services by calling 943-
3620 or the Williamson County Constable Precinct 3 Environmental 
Enforcement Services at 943-3317.

where can i find more information?
For more tips and statistics, visit WCCHD online at www.wcchd.org or 
the Department of State Health Services at www.dshs.state.tx.us.

Courtesy: Williamson County and Cities Health District
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5525 Burnet Road       512-459-7603       karavelshoes.com

Karavel Shoes (Central Austin)
5525 Burnet Road (just south of Koenig Lane)

Austin, TX  78756     512-459-7603
karavelshoes.com 

Karavel Shoes (South Austin)
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Austin, TX  78748     512-615-9000
NOW OPEN! 

Men’s Dijon Women’s Harajuku

Women’s Lombok

Check out new
fall arrivals

at Karavel Shoes!

*as of Sept. 4
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will help ensure a healthy future for our 
community and the plants and animals that 
depend upon the Edwards Aquifer.”

Opposition
County officials expressed opposition to 

USFWS’s proposal. Several entities, includ-
ing the Commissioners Court, the George-
town and Leander school distrsicts and the 
cities of Georgetown, Round Rock, Cedar 
Park and Leander have approved resolu-
tions against the listing.

U.S. Rep. John Carter, R-District 31, has 
also voiced his dissent, including introducing 
legislation July 26 that would delay the listing.

 The Williamson County Conservation 
Foundation has been the scientific arm of 
the opposition and allocated approximately 
$650,000 for research into the salamanders’ 
habits and habitats. Currently, Southwest-
ern University professor Ben Pierce and his 
team are two-and-a-half years into a five-
year study. SWCA Environmental Con-
sultants of Austin have also contributed 
research.

Pierce’s research on the Georgetown sala-
mander shows the amphibians live in water 
and migrate very little. Despite concerns of 
how construction affects the species, sala-
mander populations have been found in 
small bodies of water near development, 
including underneath a Toll 45 bridge. 
Covey said she believes the evidence proves 
the salamanders are not threatened.

“We believe fully that when the science is 
really viewed in the process ... that the ser-
vice would definitely not list the salaman-
ders,” she said.

U.S. Rep. Doc Hastings, R-Wash., House 
Committee on Natural Resources chairman, 
inspected a salamander population at Avery 
Ranch Spring on Sept. 5 and concluded 
what scientific research had been done did 

Salamanders
Continued from | 1

not support listing the salamanders.
“In many cases, there is not enough sci-

entific work behind the species. We want to 
make sure we protect them the right way, 
with the right evidence,” he said.

Other research done by the Texas Sala-
mander Coalition, a nonprofit formed to 
represent landowners if the salamanders are 
listed, suggests the Jollyville Plateau, George-
town and Salado salamanders are one species. 
Based on DNA evidence, researchers funded 
by TSC concluded the three species are the 
same despite different physical attributes. 

If the salamanders are only one species, 
their combined numbers could be enough 
to keep them off the endangered list and 
render their designated critical habitats 
unnecessary. Currently, TSC is requesting 
an independent study with researchers out-
side Texas to verify its findings.

Approximately 450 county residents also 
attended a public forum held by USFWS  
on Sept. 5 to include their opposition to the 
listing, voicing concerns that it would raise 
tax rates and infringe on private property 
rights.

“What began as a law to protect the bald 
eagle has morphed into an antidevelop-
ment device,” county land and business 
owner David Wolf said.

Supporting the salamanders
On the other side of the debate, USFWS 

claims that “the most significant threat to 
the four salamander species appears to be 
the degradation of habitat in the form of 
reduced water quality and quantity and 
disturbance of spring sites,” according to 
information on its website. Recent drought 
conditions and increased construction are 
allegedly shrinking the salamanders’ habi-
tat sites, USFWS said.

“[There are] concerns that in certain areas 
of the species’ range that water withdrawn 
out of the aquifer would reduce the amount 
of spring habitat for the species and also 

diminish the quality of some of the aquifer 
habitat of the species, too,” Zerrenner said.

Other concerns include possible pol-
lutants, byproducts and waste from con-
struction sites.

“Construction within a watershed could 
impact sensitive features within the water-
shed that could serve as recharge areas for 
the aquifer,” Zerrenner said. “Additionally, 
the development could cause pollution to go 
into the aquifer and the springs that would 
potentially be bad for the species.”

Development restrictions
The center of the issue for Williamson 

County lies with development restrictions 
that would be imposed if USFWS success-
fully designates critical habitats, defined 
as areas essential for the protection of a 
threatened species. When an area is desig-
nated, any construction must be reviewed 
to determine if it would harm the protected 
species before any development can begin. 

Despite USFWS’s claims about the impact 
of construction on water quality, Birkman 
said the evidence does not add up.

“The presumption is that if you have 
growth, you have poor water quality, and 
poor water quality kills salamanders,” Birk-
man said. “What we’ve been trying to do is to 
actually test that science to see if that’s true, 
and so far, our science has said that’s not true.” 

A final decision on the listing will be made 
by Aug. 22, 2013. USFWS is accepting pub-
lic comment on the listing until Oct. 22. 
For more information, visit www.fws.org/
southwest.

Find related stories at impactnews.com. 

SalamandersKeyword Search

Jan. 9, 2012
The Center for Biological 
Diversity and Save Our 
Springs Alliance file notice 
of intent for emergency 
listing

May 2012
Williamson County 
Commissioners request 
delay of  listing until at 
least July 31

Aug. 21, 2012
The U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service makes 
proposal to list the Austin 
Blind, Jollyville Plateau, 
Georgetown and Salado 
salamanders on the federal 
endangered species list

Sept. 5, 2012
USFWS holds meeting 
for Williamson County 
residents to gather public 
input on listing

Oct. 22, 2012
Public input period on 
listing ends, visit www.fws.
org/southwest

Aug. 21, 2013
Deadline for USFWS to 
announce decision on listing

Timeline

Source: Williamson County

195
The Georgetown and 
Jollyville salamanders are 
concentrated in Williamson 
County. Their habitats are 
located within the Edwards 
Aquafer recharge and 
contributing zones, where 
water runoff feeds into the 
Edwards Aquafer. Officials 
are worried listing the 
creatures as endangered 
species could slow 
development.

Williamson 
County 

Salamander Habitat 
and Buffer Zones

Edwards Aquafer 
recharge zone
Edwards Aquafer 
contributing zone

Georgetown

Jollyville
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“When we did the survey ... 
many of [those surveyed] said, 
‘We’ve never been to George-
town before. We like it; we’ll come 
back,’” Hutchinson said. “And that’s 
another thing that’s not counted in 
the economic impact study, the 
other impacts that happened after 
the weekend.”

Holland Racing, which put on 
the race, said it was one of the most 
attended events in Texas this year 
and hailed the race as a success.

“The event aesthetic was amaz-
ing, and the turnout and spectator-
ship for a first year event exceeded 
everyone’s expectations,” Holland 
Racing President Andrew Willis 
said. “The City of Georgetown was 
great to work with, and most of 
the local merchants and residents 
we met along the way were excited 
and helpful in the process.”

However, business owners on the 
Square have claimed the event led 
to revenue losses because down-
town areas were blocked off for the 
race course, and parking was not 
available for would-be customers. 
Many said they had to shut down 
early or not open Sunday during 
the race because costs of keep-
ing their stores open outweighed 

Grand
Continued from | 1

customer flow during the weekend.

New route
To continue bringing visitors 

into the city while accommo-
dating businesses, Hutchinson 
developed two new race courses 
with Willis that would be used 
alternately every other year. The 
courses were designed to run past 
different businesses each year so 
owners will be less likely to lose 
a weekend of revenue every year, 
Hutchinson said.

“We knew that the figure eight  
[route] was not the best route, so 
I came back with a plan based on 
what we heard,” he said. “One of 
the things that came up in that 
discussion was ... ‘well, can you 
alternate the route? Can you have 
it different places different years?’ 
I kind of took a blank map and 
started drawing lines.”

Some downtown businesses are 
supporting the two-track plan and 
the impact the Grand could have 
on bringing customers to the area.

“We’re totally pro-Grand, 
wherever it goes, and I think the 
routes seem to be a good plan for 
whoever is against the Grand, for 
whatever reason,” All Things Kids 
owner Christian Soeffker said. 
“I think the city did an awesome 
job in reacting fast to complaints 

about it and finding solutions. I’m 
happy. I can’t wait for 2014, when 
we have the start and finish in 
front of our door.”

However, some owners did not 
believe the plan is a total solution 
to their complaints. Linzy Bandy, 
owner of Bandy Jewelers, does not 
think either of the alternate routes 
will help him bring in customers.  

“I don’t care. It’s not going to help 
me one bit,” he said. 

Some businesses said they had 
few or no customers during the 
Grand event in May. Bandy said 
he was given little notice of when 
the race was scheduled.

 “I just want to know ahead of 
time,” he said. “I’d like to have a 
month or two weeks … so I can 
plan in advance.”

However, Bandy, like Soeffker, is 
in favor of bringing awareness and 
new traffic to the city.

“Whatever’s for the city, I’m for 
it,” Bandy said.

Date change
Tackling every issue and making 

the Grand a viable event will take 
time, Hutchinson said. To further 
help businesses, the race is being 
moved from May to a September 
date, more crosswalks are being 
added to increase accessibility 
and city staff is looking at offering 

booth or advertising space to busi-
nesses in 2013.

“It’s something we’re certainly 
willing to offer,” Hutchinson said. 
“I’m sure we’ll do more next year 
to promote the whole downtown 
experience, and that includes the 
race, that includes the restaurants, 
that includes the shopping.”

The city will hold additional 
meetings as the event gets closer to 

keep residents and business own-
ers informed, Hutchinson said. 
For now, plans will be made off the 
two-route map as the Grand seeks 
to become one of Georgetown’s 
signature events.

Find related stories at impactnews.com. 
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Lose weight and keep it off. Weight 
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yEAR 2012–13 CITy 
OF GEORGETOWN 
GENERAL

FUND 
ExPENDITURES 

However, the 2012–13 budget was 
set up as the plan’s foundation. 

“My hope is that we come away 
with a statement that says this is 
what the City of Excellence is, and 
this is what we will rally around, 
and this will become the official 
vision of the city,” she said. 

City Manager Paul Branden-
burg said the plan would also help 
direct how to issue voter-approved 
bonds for parks and recreation 
projects, as well as road improve-
ment bonds.

“How do those things all factor 
into the upcoming year’s budget? 
Not only in the upcoming year 
but in years two, three, four and 
five,” he said. “That’s really the 
purpose of putting together this 
business plan—to plan financially 
beyond just one year [and look] at 
multiple years at [how it will affect 
the budget].”

Implementation
 “What we elected to do this year 

was make [the budget] the foun-
dation for the City of Excellence,” 
Rundell said. “We didn’t want to do 
the status quo and say this is all you 
need to maintain service, which is 
what we have historically done.”

Rundell said the 2012–13 budget 
includes programs that will build 
upon the five-year plan, includ-
ing planning for the amphitheater 
approved by voters in 2008. 

“It’s a major element of the City 
of Excellence,” Rundell said. “The 
community wanted that.”

Rundell said the budget was 
balanced using the effective rate 
of $0.397501 per $100 valuation. 
The effective rate is the tax rate 
required to levy the same amount 
of revenue on the same properties 
as the prior year.

“We didn’t anticipate having to 
go out and raise taxes for the City 
of Excellence; we could do it with 

Budget
Continued from | 1

what we had,” she said, adding 
that economic growth in various 
revenue streams, including sales 
tax, helped offset a property tax 
increase. “The council took the 
action to raise [taxes] more than 
what is in this budget.”

If approved, the 41 cent 
rate could generate more than 
$420,000 of additional revenue. 

“Those funds are not appro-
priated in this budget. What 
my recommendation will be to 
the council if they do pass the  
41 cent tax rate will be that they 
take that money, and after we do 
our strategic plan, we will come 
back and allocate it through a bud-
get amendment,” Rundell said. “It 
takes the leadership of the council 
to do that. I was very encouraged 
by their commitment to the vision 
that the citizens want.”

Rundell said that additional reve-
nue could be used to purchase pub-
lic safety vehicles and equipment 
that would have been debt-funded 
or fully implementing the compen-
sation plan that was expected to 
take two years to complete.

The budget includes staffing and 
operations for Fire Station No. 5, 
which is expected to be in opera-
tion by October; completing the 
design for the public safety training 
and operations facility; and invest-
ing in downtown, parks and city 
facility planning. 

About $1.1 million for pay 
increases for 371 city employees 
was included in the budget to 
launch a two year employee com-
pensation plan. 

Other items in the budget 
include park improvements such 
as rebuilding the creative playscape 
at the Georgetown Recreation Cen-
ter and funds for the Light Up the 
Square campaign and the art center. 
Rundell said the city has also elimi-
nated several frozen positions.

Williamson 
County Budget 
includes merit, 
elected official 
pay increases
By Korri Kezar

The Williamson County Com-
missioners Court approved 
the county’s 2012–13 budget 
and tax rates during its meet-
ing Aug. 28.

A complete budget of $216.3 
million was approved, and 
includes $129.4 million in the 
general fund, $18.7 million 
in the road and bridge fund 
and $68.2 million in the debt 
service fund.

Staff originally requested a 
general fund budget of ap-
proximately $149.4 million, 
which was trimmed down with 
measures such as deleting 
the county’s carpool program, 
which lost an estimated 
$8,045 during the 2011–12 
fiscal year. 

The budget includes a 3 per-
cent raise for elected officials 
and a 4 percent merit raise for 
county employees. Judge Dan 
Gattis told the court that not 
all employees will receive a 
raise, though some could see 
a bump of up to 5 percent.

County taxes were set at 
48.9029 cents. The rate’s 
breakdown includes 28.1529 
cents for maintenance and 
operations, 4 cents for road 
and bridge and 16.75 cents 
for debt service. In total, the 
rate is approximately 0.1 cent 
more than last year’s and is 
predicted to bring in more 
than $210 million in revenue 
during the fiscal year, up half a 
million from this year.

Property tax exemptions
Homeowners age 65 and older qualify for a property tax exemption that 
caps their property values. The percentage of frozen property values in the 
City of Georgetown rose about 7.5 percent this year to total approximately 
30 percent. 

“Everybody says that’s a terrible thing—well, it’s a challenge,” Georgetown 
Chief Financial Officer Micki Rundell said. “It’s what makes us unique, and 
we do everything we can to mitigate that.”

Rundell said the city’s assessed property valuation increased 2.98 percent 
from last year and includes $90.2 million in new or annexed property values. 

However, the added value was offset by the $94 million in frozen values, 
which caused the effective tax rate to be about 1 cent more than the previ-
ous year’s rate, Rundell said.

Source: City of Georgetown

Police 
services

Fire 
services

Downtown and community 
services

Georgetown 
Utility Systems

Management 
services

Transportation

Capital 
improvements

Finance and 
administration

Interfund 
transfers

The $44.34 million proposed 
2012–13 general fund budget lays 
the ground work for the council’s 
vision to make Georgetown a city 
of excellence, Georgetown Chief 
Financial Officer Micki Rundell 
said. Projects in the budget include 
staffing and operations of Fire Station 
No. 5, implementing a compensation 
plan and parks improvements.

Trust the care of your skin to the 
providers at Lone Star Dermatology. 
Combining specialized training with 
advanced treatments to care for you 
and your family. From skin cancer 
prevention, detection and treatment to 
the latest advances in acne, eczema, 
psoriasis and skin surgery, Lone Star 
Dermatology is here to serve you.

S P E C I A L I Z E D  S K I N  C A R E  F O R  T H E  FA M I L Y
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Friendly Computers
Company gets by with a little help from friends

F or the past seven years, Bill 
Schubert has been making friends 
in Georgetown—at least that’s how 

he sees his customers. 
Schubert opened Friendly Computers 

with his wife, Dana, about a month after 
moving from Florida. The business offers 
in-store and on-site computer repair, 
networking services, virus removal, data 
recovery, and builds custom computers 
for individuals and small businesses. 

Schubert retired from the Navy in 1997 
before going to work with Prudential 
Financial. At the time he had limited 
knowledge of computers.

“I didn’t know anything about comput-
ers, but I learned about computers while I 
was there and worked my way up to being 
network administrator,” Schubert said.

Afraid he could be replaced by a 
younger workforce, he decided to go into 
business for himself. So the couple packed 
up their things and moved closer to 
Dana’s family in Texas. 

Schubert said prior to opening his 
own business he had never considered it 
as an option. 

The inspiration to open a computer repair 

BUSineSS

By Beth Wade

Dana and Bill Schubert moved to Georgetown and opened their business in 2005. 
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Friendly Computers 
4134 Williams Drive
931-0303
www.friendlycomputers.
com/georgetown

williams dr.

business came after his son, who was living 
near him in Florida at the time, experienced 
some computer issues. Schubert said he 
noticed a lack of locally owned businesses 
offering that service.

“Small computer companies are becom-
ing more critical,” he said. 

He opened Friendly Computers as a 
mobile business in September 2005, a 
month after arriving in Georgetown. In the 
first few months, he ran the business out of 
the RV he was still living in with his wife. 

“There are some advantages with age 
[in] starting a small business—it’s having 
some experience—and that’s worked out 
pretty well,” he said. “The business side 
has worked out well. It’s amazing how 
much you have to learn, but I had the 
background,”

He opened his first storefront in The 
Rivery shopping center, and about two 
years ago Schubert purchased his current 
location on Williams Drive.

Since opening, Schubert has been able 
to expand the business and now employs 
three technicians. He has also been able to 
add services for small businesses. 

“The household side is starting to go 

away,” Schubert said. “I started seeing that 
about a year ago, and so we are focusing 
more on small businesses because they 
will always have computers.”

Schubert said as computers have got-
ten cheaper and tablet computers have 
become more popular, fewer individuals 
have needed help with computer ser-
vices, which has caused that side of the 
business to decrease. 

“People really want to see you succeed 
in Georgetown,” Dana said, adding that 

Georgetown was the best location for 
the business.

“People back small businesses here,” 
Schubert said. 

d
.B

. w
oo

d 
r

d.



impactnews.com • September 2012 | FEATURES | 19

A bout 13 years ago, Curtis Mickan 
was debating whether to turn his 
family’s farmland near Wahlburg 

into an olive orchard or a winery. 
“I felt that it was necessary for us to find 

a better product to grow on the farm other 
than corn or wheat, which [were] basically 
the staples,” Mickan said. “It was not only 
just for us—for our family—but for all the 
families around here to develop something 
that would give everyone a better product 
and a better return on their investment.”

Mickan studied the two options with 
his grandson Joshua Swafford, who was 
a junior at Texas A&M University at the 
time. After speaking with a friend who had 
recently had difficulty with his grape crop, 
Mickan and Swafford settled on olives and 
planted 23,000 trees in their olive orchard 
in 2009. 

Central Texas’ climate and its rocky soil 
made for the perfect olive-growing condi-
tions, Swafford said.

“The two [universities] that monitor this 
grove have told me for the last three years 
that they have tested here that this is actu-
ally the most ideal location to grow olive 
trees because of the rocky soil and the nutri-
ents that the rocks give off,” Mickan said.  

With the olives grown at their ranch, 
and some grown from surrounding 
orchards, Mickan and Swafford press the 
fruit to produce olive oil, which is then 
sold at local farmers markets.  

Once the trees mature, which could take 
another four years, Central Texas Olive 
Ranch will be able to produce 53,000 gal-
lons of oil, or about 800,000 bottles of extra 
virgin olive oil annually, Swafford said. 

Curtis Mickan and his grandson Joshua Swafford own and operate Central Texas Olive Ranch outside of 
Wahlburg on land that has been in the family for six generations.

“Right now we are at the old ranch 
house. We converted a three-car garage to 
meet the state health requirements, and 
we have a bottling operation there that’s 
climate-controlled,” Mickan said. 

While preparing for this year’s harvest, 
which will most likely happen in late 
September or early October, the family-
owned and -operated company is planning 
to update operations at the ranch with a 
new barn that will house new presses from 
Italy, Swafford said. The new presses and 
bottling machinery are expected to be 
operating by the end of September, he said. 

The olive oil produced is bottled every 
two weeks at the ranch, Swafford said.

“Olive oil really tastes best if it’s bought 
and consumed within two years, which is 
why we bottle every couple weeks, just to 
keep it fresh,” he said. “It’s not like wine 
where it 
gets better 
with age. It’s 
best right 
out of the 
machine,.”

Along with 
bottles of oil, 
customers 
can purchase 
olive trees, 
and the 
ranch also 
offers orchard installation and manage-
ment services, Swafford said. 

“Most people like it because it’s local; it’s 
right here,” he said. “People can drive by 
the orchard. They can see the trees. They 
know where it comes from.”

Bottles of Olive oil can be purchased 
at farmers markets and The Monument 
Market in Georgetown.

Central Texas Olive 
Ranch 
5251 FM 972, Granger
863-7194
www.txolive.com

By Beth Wade

Central Texas 
Olive Ranch
Family farm part of new 
Texas (olive) oil rush

BUSineSS

“…This is actually the 
most ideal location to 

grow olive trees because 
of the rocky soil and the 
nutrients that the rocks 

give off.”
—Curtis Mickan

 Central Texas  
Olive Ranch president
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Advancements in 
Joint Replacement
Surgery
Understanding the latest 
treatment options in knee and 
hip replacement surgery.

Joint Replacement Seminar
Wednesday, September 19, 2012 • 5:30 p.m.-6:30 p.m.

Dr. Christopher English
St. David  Georgetown Hospital, 3 South Conference Room
2000 Scenic Drive
Georgetown, Texas 78626

If you are a candidate for hip or knee replacement surgery or would
like to learn more to see if you’re a candidate, please join our
discussion about the latest surgical technology for preserving bone
and natural motion in arthritic joints.

To register for this seminar, 
please call (888) 868-2104 
or (512) 478-3627.

2000 Scenic Drive  •  Georgetown, TX 78626  •  512.943.3000  •  StDavids.com

• 3rd Annual • 
Chalk Walk Festival

Biscuit Brothers and Price Hill
Chalk Art on the street
Locally crafted art
Music for adults and children

For  more  informat ion on how you can part ic ipate ,  go  to :

www.roundrockchalkwalk.com

F i rst Weekend in October

Downtown Round Rock
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Bernie’s Breakfast, named after owner John 
Despertt’s mother and the only breakfast item to 
be sold all day, comes with two eggs, a choice of 
meat and a Belgian waffle ($7.99). 

The pulled-pork sandwich is served on a toasted 
bun and topped with red onion, pickles, homemade 
barbecue sauce and a side of french fries ($7.59). 

The chicken-fried steak is hand-battered and 
served with cream gravy and a choice of two sides 
and roll ($11.95). 

w
illiams dr.
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BB’s Home Cooking 
Owner hopes to expand Georgetown restaurant

The staff at BB’s Home Cooking, including (from left) Angelique Bernard, Cindy Adams, owner John Des-
pertt, Rayann Harrison and Janna Lopez, stand under the restaurant’s sign near the outdoor patio. 

W hen John Despertt opened BB’s 
Home Cooking in 2005, he 
hoped to escape the corporate 

world and build a business in a flourish-
ing community. 

“Georgetown is a stable community 
from the standpoint of the retirees,” he 
said. “It didn’t really depend as much on 
the fluctuating economy, so that kind of 
went into my thinking.” 

The restaurant’s first location had about 
30 seats, but when Despertt reopened 
on Williams Drive in 2009, capacity 
quadrupled. The eatery serves lunch and 
dinner six days a week and breakfast on 
weekends, but Despertt said he would like 
to relocate and eventually open daily. 

“My lease is up next November, and we’re 
looking at buying some property and build-
ing more of a venue where we can do live 
music and have a little playscape outside 
for the kids. We would have more parking, 
and own the property and build equity,” 

he said. “I’d like to stay on the west side of 
I-35, along Williams Drive if possible. I’m 
actually recruiting investors now.”

Over the past few years, Despertt has 
expanded BB’s and his clientele, opening 
a new location in Pflugerville last spring. 
But he said nothing brings in more busi-
ness than positive reviews passed along by 
friends and neighbors. 

“I’d say 95 percent of our growth has 
been word-of-mouth. We do hardly any 
advertising,” he said. “We put out a good 
product for a decent price, and that’s 
helped us grow.” 

BB’s has plenty of regular customers, 
Front of House Manager Cindy Adams 
said. When diners want to try something 
new, she might recommend the smoth-
ered steak or BLT sandwich. 

“You just really can’t go wrong,” she 
said. “I know everybody wants to say 
that about their restaurant, but really, 
it’s true.”

By Emilie Boenig

Breakfast
owner John despertt said Sunday 
mornings are the restaurant’s busiest time, 
and diners call it the best breakfast in town. 
it is served on weekends from 8–11 a.m.

•	Betty’s Breakfast, named for despertt’s 
mother-in-law, is served with two eggs, 
a choice of meat and four triangles of 
French toast ($7.29).

•	the Georgetown comes with two eggs, 
a choice of meat, home-fried potatoes or 
grits, and a biscuit or toast ($7.89).

•	the western, one of seven omelets on the 
menu, has ham, bell peppers and onions 
and is served with home-fried potatoes or 
grits, and biscuit or toast ($7.39).

Lunch
Lunch is served 11 a.m.–4 p.m. and features 
sandwiches, salads and hamburgers.

•	Crab cake sandwich, a speciality of 
washington, d.C.–native despertt, is a 
Maryland-style crab cake topped with red 
onion, lettuce, tomato and cheese on a 
toasted bun and served with BB’s house 
sauce and french fries ($10.49).

•	the Alaysia salad, named for despertt’s 
3-year-old daughter, comes with mixed 
greens topped with grilled chicken, can-
died pecans, grapes, apple wedges and 
bleu cheese ($8.59). 

Dinner
Many lunch items are also included on the 
dinner menu, which is served tue.–thu. 
4–8:30 p.m. and Fri.–Sat. 4–9:30 p.m. BB’s 
also serves exclusive dinner plates. 

•	the homemade meatloaf dinner is served 
with a choice of two sides and a roll 
($10.49).

•	the pork chops are grilled or fried and 
served with two sides and a roll ($10.79).  

•	the Fried Catfish dinner, one of a few fish 
items on the menu, features four catfish 
fillets with two sides and a roll ($10.29).

BB’s Home Cooking
4701 Williams Drive, Bldg. 1
868-6700	•	www.bbshomecooking.com
Tue.–Thu. 11 a.m.–8:30 p.m.
Fri. 11 a.m.–9:30 p.m., 
Sat. 8 a.m.–9:30 p.m., Sun. 8 a.m.–4 p.m.
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www.AustinFeet.com
Medicare, Medicaid & Most Insurance Plans Accepted

Hours: M-F 8:30am - 5:30pm

Wayne Hurst, DPM
Diplomate, American Board of Podiatric Surgery
Fellow, American College of Foot and Ankle Surgeons

We Lead the Way in Expert Foot Care

Where COMPASSION, EXPERIENCE & INTEGRITY COME FIRST!

CEDAR PARK
259-3338

601 E Whitestone Blvd. Ste # 226 
at the Railyard (FM 1431 & Hwy 183)

GEORGETOWN
930-0707

1103 Rivery Blvd. Ste #255 
 O�  Williams Dr. & IH-35 Frontage

Meet Our New Doctor!

Doctor Hurst has proudly established the premier podiatric practice in Cedar Park.

Dr. Keith McSpadden, DPM

19 years of Practice
Diagnostic Ultrasound

Digital X-Ray
Electronic Medical Records
Latest Surgical Techniques

Treatment for all Foot Conditions
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Georgetown Symphony Society
Organization to begin 13th season Sept. 16

T he Georgetown Symphony Society 
will open its 13th season Sept. 16 
with a concert of Pyotr Tchai-

kovsky music performed by the Temple 
Symphony Orchestra. 

The concert, An Afternoon with Tchai-
kovsky, will include performances of the 
overture to “Swan Lake,” Piano Concerto 
No. 1 and Symphony No. 4 by the TSO 
and Michelle Schumann, an artist in resi-
dence and assistant professor of piano at 
the University of Mary Hardin-Baylor. 

“When the orchestra strikes up the first 
notes of the “Swan Lake” overture, every-
one’s going to say, ‘I recognize that, I know 
that,’” GSS President Liz Stewart said.

GSS was started in 1999 by residents 
Gaz and Dee Green, who wanted to 
bring classical music to the area instead 
of traveling to Austin for performances. 
The Greens and a group of their friends 
first arranged a performance by the 
Temple Symphony Orchestra’s Children’s 
Concert in January 2000 and raised 
$2,000 for sheet music for local music 
students. Two months later, the group 
officially formed a nonprofit.

During the society’s first few years, each 

nonProFit

By Korri Kezar

The Temple Symphony Orchestra will present four concerts during the GSS 2012–13 season.
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Georgetown Symphony Society 
www.gsstx.org

season consisted of four concerts pre-
sented by the TSO. With the creation of 
the Friends of the Georgetown Symphony 
Society, it was able to increase the number 
of concerts to six. This year, GSS will hold 
seven performances.

“We started out years ago, fairly slowly, 
but our season ... has grown steadily over 
the years,” Stewart said.

In addition to hosting concerts, the 
society developed a musical enrichment 
program to foster a love of music and 
the arts in grade school–aged children. 
Every year, GSS brings in local fourth 
and fifth graders for a free concert.

“Education has always been one of our 
main goals,” Stewart said. “Not only to 
bring quality classical music to Central 
Texas, but also to expose young students 
to classical music.”

In the past, GSS has provided George-
town High School with a Steinway 
Concert Grand piano and the George-
town Public Library with the Druscilla 
Huffmaster Anderson Steinway Grand 
piano, which was owned by Ima Hogg, 
founder of the Houston Symphony. The 
society was also a founding member of 

the annual Georgetown Festival of the 
Arts and Art in the Square events.

Each program is made possible by 
donations and ticket sales, with each 
concert costing approximately $20,000 to 
present. The society will also present its 
inaugural fundraising gala in February.

“We rely very heavily on the generos-
ity of our donors, both corporate donors 
and sponsors as well as individuals who 
step up to the plate,” Stewart said.

Volunteer opportunities with the soci-
ety are also available, including usher-
ing concerts, answering telephones and 
stuffing envelopes. 

The Georgetown Symphony Society's 
2012–13 Season

Sept. 16  An Afternoon with Tchaikovsky*

Oct. 21  Jan Jiracek in Recital*

Nov. 18  Romantics of the Past and Present*

Dec. 2  Sounds of the Season

Jan. 27, 2013  For Love of Country

Feb. 8, 2013  Gala Fundraising Dance

April 7, 2013  The Temple Jazz Orchestra

April 28, 2013  Amadeus!*
* A preconcert lecture will be given by retired music 
professor Ellsworth Peterson at 3:15 p.m.

All performances are held at 4 p.m. at the 
Klett Center for the Performing Arts at 
Georgetown High School, 2211 N. Austin Ave.

Welcome home,  
Dr. Kimberly Stump!

Dr. Kimberly Stump’s focus is preventative 
care and chronic care management, with  
a particular interest in geriatric care.

Dr. Stump is accepting new patients in her old neighborhood. She is  
excited to be practicing family medicine in her hometown of Georgetown.  
Dr. Stump received her medical degree at the University of Texas 
Southwestern Medical School in Dallas, and completed her residency  
with the New Hampshire Dartmouth Family Medicine Program in Concord, 
New Hampshire. As an expert primary care physician who understands  
life in Central Texas, she can help your entire family live healthier lives.

To make an appointment, please call

512-819-0500
Scott & White Healthcare accepts most major insurance plans.
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reGionAL —Abridged stories from our other editions

Top stories News

Cedar Park Cedar Park Center 
officials can point to many indicators 
of success as the arena celebrates its 
third anniversary in September.

The suburban Austin arena has 
been anchored by the Texas Stars 
of the American Hockey League 
since opening there in 2009. Also, 
the Austin Toros—2011–12 NBA 
Development League champions—
relocated in 2010 from the Austin 
Convention Center.

The venue has also attracted 
many top concerts and events, 
including various country music 
and classic rock acts as well as 
national tours from Cirque du Soleil 
to Disney on Ice. 

The total number of events has 
climbed steadily each year, from 
approximately 100 in 2009 to more 
than 130 scheduled events this year.

“Despite the fact we were reason-
ably sure the building would be 
successful, it’s still very gratifying to 
look back three years later and say, 
‘Yes, it is,’” Cedar Park Mayor Matt 
Powell said.

The increasing number of events is 
just one way Powell said the city mea-
sures success for the young arena. 

The Texas Stars, affiliate for the 
NHL’s Dallas Stars, filled the Cedar 
Park Center at one of the high-
est rates in the American Hockey 
League last season despite having 
the league’s second-worst record. 
The 2012–13 hockey season begins 
in October.

The 6,800-seat arena on average 
was 80.44 percent full during the 
2011–12 season, making the CPC the 
third-fullest United States arena in 
the AHL, according to Community 
Impact Newspaper calculations. Only 
the Hershey, Pa.—94.02 percent—and 
Syracuse, N.Y.—84.65 percent—are-
nas had higher attendance averages.

The Toros organization relocated 
in 2010 from the Austin Convention 
Center, resulting in an immediate  
43 percent increase in attendance the 
first year at the Cedar Park Center, 
Chief Operating Officer Peter Lubell 
said. The team again experienced 
steady growth last season, he said, 
averaging 2,800 fans per game in a 
4,680-seat arrangement.

The fast-growing suburban set-
ting makes for an ideal  home for 
the young basketball organization, 
Lubell said. 

Full story by Joe Lanane

Officials: Cedar Park 
Center continues to 
grow since opening 
three years ago

h-e-b
2800 e. whitestone Blvd., 
southwest corner of FM 1431 
and Parmer Lane
Announced: december 2011
Timeline: expansion started in 
February; to be completed by 
mid-october
Project notes: the grocer is 
adding 23,000 square feet of 
space to accommodate existing 
departments, according to 
H-e-B spokeswoman Lesley 
Sweet

walmart
northwest corner of FM 1431 and 
ronald reagan Boulevard
Announced: december 2011
Timeline: Construction begins in 
January 2013; opening date planned 
for early 2014
Project notes: 180,000-square-foot 
store will employ 300 people, said 
Henry Gilmore, wal-mart inc. land 
use lawyer 

h-e-b plus
13776 n. US 183, southwest 
corner of Lakeline Boulevard and 
US 183
Announced: April 2012
Timeline: Construction started 
in May; opening date nov. 9 
Project notes: new store will 
replace company’s Lake Creek 
Boulevard location

Compiled by Joe Lanane

Proposal Planning Under construction

Photos by traci rodriguez

Northwest Austin Technology company Apple Inc. has final-
ized a contract with Dallas-based Cadence McShane Construction 
Co. to construct the first phase of the planned Americas Operations 
Center in Northwest Austin, and construction is expected to start in 
September, said Srinath Kasturi, vice president at Cadence McShane, 
which has offices in Austin, Dallas and Houston.

Apple, headquartered in Cupertino, Calif., purchased nearly  
39 acres of land at Parmer Lane and Delcour Drive in June with 
plans to invest $304 million into the operations center and hire 
more than 3,600 employees by Dec. 31, 2021.

The City of Austin approved an $8.6 million economic incentive 
agreement for Apple’s investment in Austin, and Apple could receive 
between $5.4 million and $6.4 million in incentives from Travis 
County depending on whether the company fulfills certain agreed-
upon requirements. 

Apple is also slated to receive $21 million from the state’s Texas 
Enterprise Fund. That amount is the seventh-highest awarded to a 
company since the fund’s inception in 2003, according to the Eco-
nomic Development and Tourism Division of the Governor’s Office.

Apple’s new facility will be part of the Riata Vista office complex, 
which is being developed by McShane Development Co., a sister com-
pany of Cadence McShane. 

Full story by Amy Denney

Construction to commence in September 
on Apple Inc.’s Austin operations center

Cedar Park and Leander development updates

Round Rock Plans are moving forward to bring a new sports 
complex to Round Rock, with a ground breaking expected as early 
as this fall. 

Chad McDowell, general services director with the City of Round 
Rock, said the city estimates spending between $12 million and  
$14 million on the complex with an exact dollar amount expected 
before the start of construction.

“We are still in the programming stages at this time and 
will have to make some decisions once the estimates come in,” 
McDowell said. “Until we finish programming the facility, we will 
not have an exact amount. The original amount was $12 million, 
but as the programming is going forward, we anticipate the com-
plex to be at the higher end.”

Finance Director Cheryl Delaney said voters approved a 2 per-
cent increase in the hotel occupancy tax last November that will 
fund the complex.

The 23-acre site at 2400 Chisholm Trail is situated between the 
Austin North Holiday Inn and a FedEx freight center. McDowell 
said he expects the ground breaking to occur sometime this fall, 
with construction completed by December 2013. In addition to the 
construction, the city plans to hire one full-time staffer as a director 
of the complex who will manage the facility’s budget. 

When complete, the venue would be a site to host Amateur Athletic 
Union events such as volleyball and basketball tournaments and more.

Full story by Rebecca Rose

Round Rock getting new sports complex

schlitterbahn waterpark
near FM 1431 and toro Grande drive 
intersection
Announced: development agreement   
in January 2010
Timeline: development agreement 
was expected to be reached by spring 
2012; no official start date has been 
made public
Project notes: the 16-acre water 
theme park has been delayed until 
an agreement is made between 
developers and city leaders

alamo drafthouse
Southwest corner of Lakeline 
Boulevard and US 183
Announced: March 2012
Timeline: Construction/opening date 
not yet official, according to company 
publicist Brandy Fons
Project notes: the company 
intends on keeping the nearby Alamo 
drafthouse Lake Creek location open

ParMer ln.
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Business

Dining

Austin Cycling is a way of life for Ben 
Lowell, manager of AJ’s Cyclery. Like many 
newcomers to the sport, he initially entered 
the bike shop business as a customer look-
ing for a new way to stay active.

“I actually haven’t been a cyclist for 
very long. People are always really sur-
prised to learn that this is only my third 
summer as a real cyclist,” he said. “I was 
one of those people who rode bikes a lot 
as a kid, and then I didn’t ride very much 
for about 10 years. Now I ride about four 
to five times  
a week.”

Lowell learned about bikes from own-
ers Mark and Christine Bittman. 

“The very first time I came into the 
shop, I knew next to nothing. Mark 
spent the better part of an hour and just 
answered every question.” Lowell said. 
Full story by Emily Boenig

Northwest Austin Opening a restau-
rant in the neighborhood in which Doug 
Young grew up leads to frequent visits 
from his mother’s friends.

“The lady that just came in is friends 
with my mom,” he said on an afternoon 
in late July. “[Her friends] still all live over 
there in the Balcones, Spicewood area.”

But owning a place where neighbors can 
meet up for dinner, drinks or the big game 
is exactly what Young and co-owner Matt 
Dodson, also a native North Austinite,  
had in mind for Cover 2, which opened  
in March.

“This is a great neighborhood, great area, 

but it’s very underserved [by] restaurants,” 
Dodson said. “There’s so many people 
moving to this area, and it’s growing, but 
the restaurant population isn’t keeping up 
with the actual population.” 
Full story by Amy Denney

AJ’s Cyclery

Cover 2

Full stories at impactnews.comFull stories at impactnews.com

Now Open
Cedar Park Owner Johannes 
Boekhoudt opened Johannes Fine 
Art on Aug. 1 to showcase his work 
by appointment. The fine art studio 
produces and sells contemporary 
expressionist fine art. 2000 Windy 
Terrace, Ste. 2A, Cedar Park. 287-0105,                
www.johannesfineart.com

Coming Soon
Cedar Park  Aria Memory Care, a  
128-unit facility specializing in Alzheim-
er’s disease and memory care, is expected 
to open in mid-October at 1201 Arrow 

Point Drive, Cedar Park. The center will 
use music therapy to help patients. 
345-0700, www.ariamemorycare.com

In the News
Round Rock The City of Round Rock 
approved a zoning change at 4251 N. I-35, 
next to BJ’s Restaurant and Brewhouse, 
where national burger chain In-N-Out 
hopes to open its first Central Texas loca-
tion. Previous planning and zoning ordi-
nances prohibited drive-thru restaurants 
at that site. No official announcement on 
an opening date has been made by the 
company. www.in-n-out.com

Impacts
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Cover 2
13701 Research Blvd.
506-9935
www.cover-2.com
Hours: Sun.–Thu. 11 a.m.–11 p.m.,  
Fri.–Sat. 11 a.m.–midnight

Anderson Mill rd.

Pond 
Springs rd.

Lake Creek 
Pkwy.183620

AJ’s Cyclery
10019 W. Parmer Lane, Ste. 102, Austin
351-3179
www.ajcyclery.com

Lakeline Blvd.

Avery ranch Blvd.
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3700-B Williams Dr. 
• Georgetown, TX •

Call for a 
free estimate!
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511 River Down Road $295,000
5 Bedroom / 2.5 Bath 3,060 sq. ft.
Agent: Karen Miller 
635-5077

308 Ridge Circle $330,000
4 Bedroom / 3 Bath 2,756 sq. ft.
Agent: edwin Lui
761-6476

404 River Down Road $525,000
4 Bedroom / 4.5 Bath 4,420 sq. ft.
Agent: rachel Logue
750-8896

710 Greenwood Court $479,900
4 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath 3,623 sq. ft.
Agent: Susan Hershey
818-0429

Build-out year: 2007

Builder: Bill Palmer Homes, d.r. Horton, drees 
Custom Homes, Grandeur Custom Homes

Number of homes: 337

Square footage: 1,580–5,314 

Home values: $164,092–$516,722

HOA dues (estimated):  Mandatory $100/year

Amenities: Common grounds, park, 
playground, community pool, tennis courts

Property taxes:

City of Georgetown 0.387500 
williamson County 0.457687 
williamson County FM/rd 0.030000 
Georgetown iSd 1.358000

Total (per $100 value) ____________ 2.233187

Schools:

•	 Carver elementary School

•	 Pickett elementary School

•	 tippit Middle School

•	 east View High School

Data compiled by 
Nason Hengst

Keller Williams
775-7900

nason@nasoncompany.com

Featured neighborhood River Ridge, 78628

Overview Featured homes

On the market  (As of Aug. 20)

No. of homes for sale 4

No. of homes under contract 2

Avg. days on the market 82

Home sales  (Aug. 20, 2011–Aug. 20, 2012)

No. of homes sold in last year 12

Square footage Low/High 1,687/4,387

Selling price Low/High $155,000/$409,000

University Ave.
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Market Data Georgetown

Price Range

Number of homes for sale Average days on the market

78626 78628 78633 78626 78628 78633

Less than $100,000 5 3 0 122 86 N/A

$100,000–$149,900 12 10 6 58 61 40

$150,000–$199,900 7 7 18 57 106 67

$200,000–$299,900 4 26 24 38 57 71

$300,000–$399,900 1 4 5 252 143 136

$400,000–$499,900 0 3 2 N/A 150 137

$500,000–$749,900 0 3 3 N/A 94 87

$750,000–$999,900 0 1 0 N/A 29 N/A

$1 million + 0 0 0 N/A N/A N/A

Month

Number of homes sold Average price

78626 78628 78633 78626 78628 78633

August 2012 29 57 58 $146,125 $250,063 $241,681

August 2011 23 36 61 $145,076 $227,659 $237,445

July 2012 17 44 54 $145,818 $256,434 $213,977

June 2012 26 52 68 $150,685 $261,716 $249,428

May 2012 20 49 64 $182,188 $253,606 $250,464

April 2012 28 39 43 $154,850 $265,001 $231,255

March 2012 16 41 54 $171,610 $284,920 $237,969

February 2012 19 20 29 $140,463 $255,852 $232,703

January 2012 16 21 25 $143,511 $249,376 $239,465

On the market  (Aug. 1–31, 2012) Monthly home sales

Market Data provided by 
Cecilia Roberts

Coldwell Banker United, Realtors
930-2000 | croberts@cbunited.com

We never 
stop moving.™

...in Central Texas

103 Morrow St Georgetown
4-BD, 1-BA and 1,000+/- sq ft on each level of duplex. 
Great location! 
MLS # 3573522 • $149,900 
Michelle Bretzke (512) 413-3366

www.cbunited.com/georgetown • 512-930-2000 • 1701 Williams Drive, Georgetown

Cecilia Roberts
Vice President of Sales

30111 Hacienda Lane Georgetown
Spectacular views overlooking the Berry Creek golf course. 
Immaculate 3-BD + bonus room, 2.5-BA, 2 dining and 
living. Outdoor kitchen, fountain feature, fi re pit, pergola 
with extended patio with remote control screens.
MLS # 3972407 • $289,000 • Marie Kelley (512) 966-1020

29011 Colonial Dr Georgetown
Gorgeous one story custom home! Immaculate condition. 
4-BD, 3.5-BA in Berry Creek. Beautiful backyard Oasis! 
Home service agreement and $2,000 decorating allowance. 
MLS # 3654692 • $259,900 • Candi Smith (512) 426-5958

939 Madrone Dr Georgetown
4-BD, 3-BA, 2 Lilving 2 Dining Plus an offi ce. Granite 
counter tops garden tub and separate shower.  
MLS # 9272703 • $275,900 
Bertha Godinez (512) 635-4222

REDUCED!

Tract 5 FM 970 Florence
47+ acres, lots of oaks, pasture, seasonal creek and a 
great place for a pond, many building sites.
MLS # 4192111 • $250,000 
Freddy Nunnery (512) 635-0909

TR
EE

S, L
OCAT

ION, 

PA
ST

URE

409 Brazos Dr. Georgetown
Incredible 3-BD in Texas Traditions – the best kept 
secret in Georgetown. Open living/kitchen concept, 
backs to park, lowest taxes in Georgetown. 
MLS # 5947220 • $214,900 
Jann Benton (512) 930-5266

50 Richard Rd Georgetown
3-BD, 2-BA on 1.3 acres. Close to toll road 130 and 
Eastview High School. USDA Eligible.
MLS # 3266639 • $204,000  
Wendy Boschert (512) 484-4200

CUSTO
M 

HOME GREAT 

INVESTM
ENT 

PROPERTY

301 Ranch Road 1869 Liberty Hill
4-BD, 3-BA home built energy effi cient. Spray foam 
insulation in attic & walls, 2x6 construction. 16 seer, 
zoned A/C, 2 tankless water heaters, water softener & 
500 gallon, in-ground propane tank. 
MLS # 8123479 • $425,000  
Nicole Scott (512) 632-6790

CREEK O
N 

PROPERTY!

BERRY CREEK 

GARDEN HOME

BERRY 

CREEK

109 Jaydee Terrace Georgetown
Exquisite 3,900+/- sq.ft. 4-BD, 4-BA Cockrum custom 
built. Upgrades galore. Recent landcaping. Custom 
designed swimming pool/spa. Amazing outdoor living 
area with fi replace. A “Must See!”  
MLS # 8246599 • $549,000 
George DeVillar (512) 639-0258

LO
GAN 

PLA
TE

AU

124 Gabriel Vista East Georgetown
Near completion: 4 BD, 3 BA, offi ce, 3-car garage 
(One 10’ garage), buyer selects fl ooring, private 
1+ acre--incredible fl oorplan! Gated community of 
Gabriel’s Grove.    
MLS # 2674801 • $435,500 
Jane Sissons (512) 635-9068

NEW 

LISTIN
G

332 Logans Ranch Road  Georgetown
Large 3,000+/- sq ft home with 5 acres in TOWN! 
Barn with 2 Paddocks! 
MLS # 2211456 • $385,000 
Denise Arndt (512) 508-4014

HORSES 

ALL
OWED

1997 Westvalley Place  Round Rock
Lives like a one story! 5-BD, 4-BA with four 
downstairs bedrooms, over 3,900 sq. ft., large private 
lot, quiet cul-de-sac. 
MLS # 9820445 • $350,000 • Sandy Barr (512) 635-7725

CONTR
ACT 

PENDING
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New Phase at Georgetown’s Premier 55+ Active Adult Community, Heritage Oaks

MODEL HOME HOURS

4805 BIG BEND
GEORGETOWN, TEXAS
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1309 S. College St.

Price: $696,510
Bedrooms: Five
Bathrooms: Six
Features: the Harper-Chesser Historic inn was the 
original home of dr. d. George Harper and was then 
expanded in 1890 by County Judge d. S. Chesser. 
From the wrap-around porch one can view the 
gardens and greenery. Perfect for residential or a bed 
and breakfast use, the Harper-Chesser Historic inn is 
listed in the national register of Historic Places.
Neighborhood: old town
Size: 4,905 sq. ft.
Price/sq. ft.: $142
Year built: 1899
Lot size: 41,382 sq. ft.
Realtor: Marcy Urban, Urban Homes and Land, 
763-1500

Home Tour – 78626

C
o

lleg
e S

t.

P
ine S

t.

A
sh S

t.

w
alnut S

t.

e
lm

 S
t.

M
yrtle S

t.

16th St.

University Ave.

11th St.

13th St.

14th St.

15th St.

A
ustin A

ve.

C
hurch S

t.

29

P
ho

to
s 

co
ur

te
sy

 M
ar

cy
 U

rb
an

Ready to sell? 
Ready to buy? 
Call us for results!

7 1 4  S O U T H A U S T I N A V E ,  S T E 2 0 1  •  O N T H E S Q U A R E •  G E O R G E T O W N

www.UrbanHomesAndLand.com. 512.763.1500

30801 BERRY CREEK DR., SELLER

30110 HACIENDA LN, BUYER

30007 OAKLAND HILLS, BUYER

404 CAPOTE PEAK, Sun City SELLER

3404 AMERICAN DR, #1221, SELLER

2103 ROBIN LN, TAYLOR, BUYER

187 ESTRELLA CROSSING, BUYER

SOLD!
SOLD!
SOLD!
SOLD!
SOLD!
SOLD!
SOLD!

SOLD!
SOLD!
SOLD!
SOLD!
SOLD!

PENDINGSOLD!
SOLD!

4124 RUSTLE CV, BUYER

1310 TY COBB, SELLER

911 S. WALNUT, SELLER

1107 JENNINGS BRANCH, BUYER

160 N. SHOWHORSE, SELLER

6837 S. LAKEWOOD DR., SELLER

101 BONNIE ROSE, SELLER

30801 BERRY CREEK DR., SELLER

30110 HACIENDA LN, BUYER

30007 OAKLAND HILLS, BUYER

404 CAPOTE PEAK, Sun City SELLER

3404 AMERICAN DR, #1221, SELLER

2103 ROBIN LN, TAYLOR, BUYER

187 ESTRELLA CROSSING, BUYER

4124 RUSTLE CV, BUYER

1310 TY COBB, SELLER

911 S. WALNUT, SELLER

1107 JENNINGS BRANCH, BUYER

160 N. SHOWHORSE, SELLER

6837 S. LAKEWOOD DR., SELLER

101 BONNIE ROSE, SELLER

S Q U A R E  S Q U I R R E L

Maybe we’re the ones 
you should have called.
We need more listings. Give us a call now...

Who Are
We?

Judy Biehle
President

512.591.7230
bs.upkeep@yahoo.com

200 Wisteria Dr.
Georgetown, TX 78626

www.bsupkeep.com
So put your Auto and Renters together with State Farm® and let the saving begin.
GET TO A BETTER STATE.® 
CALL ME TODAY.

And those savings could add up to $763.*

Auto + Renters =  
Savings

State Farm, Bloomington, IL1203037

Don Homeyer, Agent
1703 Williams Drive

Georgetown, TX  78628
Bus: 512-930-5500

www.donhomeyer.com                                                              

*Average annual per household savings based on a 2010 national survey of new  
policyholders who reported savings by switching to State Farm.
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137 Roberts Circle  $464,900

509 Dove Hollow Trail $329,950

121 Sunset Road $330,000

Property Listings
ZIP code guide
78626 East Georgetown
78628 West Georgetown
78633 Northwest/Lake Georgetown area

31117 Kingsway Road   $338,500

2411 Waizel Way $138,000

ZIP code Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Price Sq. ft. Agent Phone Agency

78626 Crystal Knoll Terrace 103 Aspen Trail 4br/2ba $135,000 1,746 Jody Garcia 635-1843 Keller Williams Realty

78626 Meadows Georgetown 506 Meadow Park Drive 4br/3ba $143,000 2,472 Sherri Forbes 775-6167 Realty Executives, Austin-North

78626 Pinnacle 317 Avalanche Ave. 3br/2ba $119,900 981 Suzanne Bergmann 639-9438 Keller Williams Realty

78626 South San Gabriel Urban Renewal 709 Bridge St. 3br/2ba $119,900 1,290 Alyson DeMaio 554-2944 Goldwasser Real Estate

78626 Stonehedge 727 Santa Anita Way 4br/3ba $244,900 3,399 Connie Rogers 818-1098 Keller Williams Realty

78626 Teravista 4612 Chestnut Meadows Bend 3br/2ba $230,053 2,102 Colette Fitzgerald 294-1781 Realty Austin

78626 Teravista 4613 Chestnut Meadows Bend 4br/2ba $267,253 2,675 Colette Fitzgerald 294-1781 Realty Austin

78626 Teravista 4616 Chestnut Meadows Bend 4br/2ba $264,045 2,324 Colette Fitzgerald 294-1781 Realty Austin

78626 Teravista 4617 Chestnut Meadows Bend 4br/2ba $282,718 2,998 Colette Fitzgerald 294-1781 Realty Austin

78626 Teravista 4618 Chestnut Meadows Bend 4br/2ba $278,195 2,675 Colette Fitzgerald 294-1781 Realty Austin

78626 Teravista 4619 Chestnut Meadows Bend 3br/2ba $239,994 2,101 Colette Fitzgerald 294-1781 Realty Austin

78626 Teravista 4623 Chestnut Meadows Bend 4br/2ba $283,527 2,998 Colette Fitzgerald 294-1781 Realty Austin

78626 Teravista 4625 Chestnut Meadows Bend 3br/2ba $241,549 2,102 Colette Fitzgerald 294-1781 Realty Austin

78626 University Park 2411 Waizel Way 3br/2ba $138,000 1,756 Michelle Bretzke 413-3366 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78626 University Park 2426 Perkins Place 4br/2ba $179,900 2,554 Chip Edmiston 869-6386 RE/MAX Centx Assoc.

78626 University Terrace 1201 Hutto Road 4br/2ba $199,900 2,464 Jim Farrington 413-7941 EXIT-Options Realty

78626 Village Park Condo 300 San Gabriel Village Blvd. 2br/2ba $175,000 1,288 Nasrin Mombaini 680-6163 Keller Williams Realty

78628 Berry Creek 31100 La Quinta Drive 4br/3ba $300,000 2,809 Pete Martin 818-2015 ERA Colonial Real Estate

78628 Berry Creek 30111 Hacienda Lane 3br/2ba $289,000 2,494 Marie Kelley 966-1020 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78628 Berry Creek 31117 Kingsway Road 4br/2ba $338,500 2,961 Rita Snyder 468-2867 Keller Williams Realty

78628 Berry Creek 30008 Oakland Hills Drive 5br/2ba $259,800 3,123 Terri Butt 868-9839 Keller Williams Realty

78628 Berry Creek 30103 Hacienda Lane 2br/2ba $179,900 1,454 Pete Martin 818-2015 ERA Colonial Real Estate

78628 Historic 3404 Deer Trail 3br/2ba $329,900 3,265 Chip Edmiston 869-6386 RE/MAX Centx Assoc.

78628 Logan Plateau 105 Laverne Terrace 4br/2ba $429,000 3,425 Linda Hall Nicol 966-9722 J.B. Goodwin, Realtors

78628 Reata Trails 106 Creek Drive 4br/2ba $197,000 2,028 Suzanne Bergmann 639-9438 Keller Williams Realty

78628 Reserve at Berry Creek 1511 Shinnecock Hills Drive 5br/4ba $485,000 5,100 Karen McKinney 630-7146 Urban Homes and Land

78628 Serenada Country Estates 4004 Sequoia E Trail 4br/2ba $264,400 2,577 Diane Waters 657-4750 Keller Williams Realty-RR

78628 Serenada Country Estates 222 Sinuso Drive 3br/2ba $189,000 1,593 Denise Arndt 508-4014 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78628 Serenada East 701 Cielo Drive 3br/2ba $159,500 1,998 Modena DeSpain 830-693-2096 ERA Colonial Real Estate

78628 Villages of Berry Creek 30106 Bumble Bee Drive 3br/2ba $175,000 1,918 Jaymes Willoughby 347-9599 Keller Williams Realty

78628 Villages of Berry Creek 7800 Little Deer Trail 3br/2ba $159,900 1,648 Kenn Renner 423-5626 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78628 Whitetail 103 Deer Draw St. 4br/3ba $369,000 2,400 Philip Myers 567-9541 Goldwasser Real Estate

78633 Chaparro Estates 292 Sedro Trail 5br/3ba $400,000 3,491 Scott Stribling 863-0021 Century 21 HSK & Associates

78633 Fountainwood Estates 1012 Fountainwood Drive 3br/2ba $259,900 2,057 Jody Garcia 635-1843 Keller Williams Realty

78633 Gravis J.A.F. Survey 675 Cobb Creek Road 3br/2ba $275,000 1,524 Siobhan McCullough 767-6757 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78633 North Lake 121 Sunset Road 3br/3ba $330,000 2,531 Kari Christ 784-8181 Keller Williams Realty

78633 Shell Ranch 119 Green Grove 4br/3ba $266,400 2,968 MaryEllen Kersch 863-7174 J.B. Goodwin, Realtors

78633 Sun City 179 Trail Rider Way 2br/2ba $167,500 1,591 Lon Russell 608-8001 The Stacy Group

78633 Sun City 210 Stardust Lane 3br/4ba $795,000 3,452 James Bartley 630-1032 The Stacy Group

78633 Sun City 112 Yellow Rose Trail 2br/2ba $159,900 1,330 Lon Russell 608-8001 The Stacy Group

78633 Sun City 203 Prairie Creek Trail 2br/2ba $229,950 1,712 Pokey Delwaide 818-9300 ERA Colonial Real Estate

78633 Sun City 197 Dove Hollow Trail 3br/2ba $325,000 2,150 Renee Jantzen 818-8181 Century 21 HSK & Associates

78633 Sun City 102 Amberjack Court 2br/2ba $285,000 2,254 Lon Russell 608-8001 The Stacy Group

78633 Sun City 509 Dove Hollow Trail 2br/2ba $329,950 2,168 Pokey Delwaide 818-9300 ERA Colonial Real Estate

78633 Sun City 121 Belfalls Drive 2br/2ba $162,950 1,422 Pokey Delwaide 818-9300 ERA Colonial Real Estate

78633 Sun City 203 Rosecliff Drive 2br/2ba $200,000 1,660 Virginia Lazenby 818-0988 ERA Colonial Real Estate

78633 Sun City 204 Mustang Island Trail 2br/2ba $317,950 2,091 Pokey Delwaide 818-9300 ERA Colonial Real Estate

78633 Sun City 111 McKinney Falls Lane 3br/2ba $350,000 2,374 Renee Jantzen 818-8181 Century 21 HSK & Associates

78633 Sun City 908 Shummard 3br/3ba $346,155 2,528 Matthew Menard 947-8787 Keller Williams Realty

78633 Walnut Springs 205 Dakota Drive 3br/2ba $389,900 2,798 William Kurtz 417-1780 Century 21 HSK & Associates

78633 Walnut Springs 204 Dakota Drive 4br/3ba $354,000 2,738 William Kurtz 417-1780 Century 21 HSK & Associates

78633 Woodlake 216 Wildwood Drive 4br/2ba $199,900 3,215 Susan Hershey 818-0429 Keller Williams Realty

78633 Woods Fountainwood 137 Roberts Circle 4br/3ba $464,900 3,854 Amelia Washington 636-3695 Keller Williams Realty

Residential real estate listings added to the market between 08/03/12 and 08/21/12 were included and provided by the Austin Board of Realtors, www.abor.com. Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of 
this listing, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

reAL eStAte

105 Laverne Terrace $429,000

727 Santa Anita Way $244,900



Looking for
Coupons?

Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local 
and regional coupons

Just click and print



SetonER.com is for minor emergencies only. If you are experiencing 
a life-threatening emergency, go directly to the ER or dial 9-1-1.

LOG ON. SHOW UP. BE SEEN.TM

201 Seton Parkway     Round Rock, TX 78665     (512) 324-4000

Powered by

Hold your place in line and reduce your wait time 

in the Emergency Room to 15 minutes or less.

SetonER.com

Now no 

scheduling 

fee!
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