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Stephanie Blanck | 21 
Georgetown volunteer and mentor talks 
about her time in the school district and 

service in the community

Georgetown Housing Advisory Board study showed 
gaps in residential options, possible deficit by 2018

Multifamily affordable 
housing interest grows

By Beth Wade 
After more than two years since 

the last proposed affordable hous-
ing complex lost funding, the Texas 
Housing Foundation, a regional 
public housing authority, is mov-
ing forward with plans to build an 
income-restricted multifamily res-
idential complex in Georgetown.

In March, the planning and zon-
ing commission and City Council 
are expected to consider rezoning 
the Gateway Northwest Apart-
ments’ site, which will be located 
off of Northwest Boulevard and 
Washam Drive.

“From the citizenry standpoint, 
it will be 180 new units of qual-
ity, affordable housing to meet the 
ever-growing demand for qual-
ity housing within a very affluent 

area—and I don’t mean affluent in 
the number of dollars, but afflu-
ent in a sense of growth potential,” 
Texas Housing Foundation CEO 
Mark Mayfield said.

Other affordable housing com-
plexes, including a rehabilitation 
project for San Gabriel Apart-
ments, as well as a proposed 
senior living complex and another 
income-restricted development, 
are also expected to come before 
City Council in February seeking 
resolutions of support.

Demand
Georgetown’s growth has 

added to the demand for afford-
able, multifamily living spaces, 
Georgetown Housing Coordina-
tor Jennifer Bills said.

“We’ve gone from being George-
town small town to Georgetown 
with major shopping centers and 
employment centers,” she said. 
“You have a real mix of incomes 
when you do that.”

A 2008 housing study by the 
Georgetown Housing Advisory 
Board, which is being updated and 

is expected to go to City Council 
in April, found that the city could 
have a deficit of about 1,300 afford-
able multifamily units by 2018.

“Going forward from now, there 
will be a deficit,” Bills said. “None 
of the assumptions have changed 
much in the last three years.”

The study looked at who was See Multifamily | 13

City announces Georgetown 
Grand criterium cycling race  
to be held May 19–20
City of Georgetown staff announced Jan. 17 
the city would host the inaugural Georgetown 
Grand criterium cycling race May 19–20. 
The event is expected to draw up to 800 
cyclists and 5,000 spectators in its first year.

American Cancer Society seeks 
locals to participate in ‘historic’ 
research study
The American Cancer Society, in partnership 
with Scott & White Healthcare, is asking for 
Williamson County residents to participate in 
a long-term study designed to track genetic 
and hormonal factors linked to cancer.

Out-of-state transportation leaders talk transit,  
urban rail with local policymakers
On Feb. 6, as part of a two-day roundtable series, transportation leaders from 
Denver, Phoenix and Salt Lake City discussed implementing transit systems to 
the Capital Area Metropolitan Planning Organization’s Transit Working Group.

If you haven’t been visiting impactnews.com regularly, now is a great time 
to start. It’s easier than ever to find and share online-exclusive stories like 
the ones below. You can also interact with other readers through Facebook, 
Twitter, article comments and online polls. Check it out today!

Impactnews.com—new look, 
new interactive features

impactdeals.com

Coupons start on Page 31.
Find even more online at

Fueling stations open to support vehicles
Williamson County expands propane fleet
By Samantha Bryant

Jerry Jansen travels about 18,000 miles a year perform-
ing his job as a construction inspector with the Infrastruc-
ture Department of Williamson County. In September, 
the county converted his 2009 Chevrolet Silverado pickup 
truck to run on both propane and gasoline.

Jansen said initially he was skeptical about using the bi-
fuel vehicle, but soon found its performance was compa-
rable to using just gasoline. See Propane | 15

“Performance-wise, I don’t see any difference in 
them,” he said. “In fact, I get a little more power from the  
propane.”

Jansen is not the only one experiencing the benefits of 
propane vehicles. The county now has 31 vehicles that 
run on propane and estimates it will save $61,000 on fuel 
costs yearly.

Since November 2011, the county has opened a network 
of six fueling stations to support its propane vehicles. The 
stations addressed concerns that the vehicles that run solely 
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living in Georgetown and how 
much rent they were paying and 
compared it to the trends of who 
was moving into Georgetown and 
what was being developed. What 
was identified was a need for a range 
of multifamily housing options on 
an affordable level, Bills said.
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Proposed affordable housing 
Gateway Northwest Apartments

located off of Northwest Boulevard 
and Washam Drive

830-693-4521, www.txhf.org

Developer: Texas housing foundation

number of units: 180

Building sizes: one, two and three stories

Amenities: crown molding, granite 
countertops, clubhouse, fitness center, 

business center, pool

Price range: income-restricted; rents 
from $360–$1,000 per month depending 

on income level and apartment size

Project timeline: groundbreaking 
expected in september 2012,  

leasing beginning in spring 2013 

Market-rate multifamily housing 
two Rivers apartment complex

103. N. Austin Ave.

327-3333, www.larrypeel.com 

Developer: larry Peel & co. inc.

number of units: 179

Building sizes: Two and three stories

Amenities: granite countertops, 
clubhouse, pool and spa, fitness center, 
business center

Price range: Pricing structure to be 
determined by market rates and will 
not be available until closer to opening

Project timeline: Rental agreements 
expected to start in the first quarter 
of 2013
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You can’t always predict your family’s 

health needs. But you can know where 

to go when you need care the most. For 

faster emergency care closer to home, 

St. David’s Georgetown is here for you 

and your children 24 hours a day, seven 

days a week.

Our full service emergency department 

will treat all of your family’s health 

needs. From colds, cuts and sprains 

to abdominal pain, chest pain or more 

severe problems, you’ll find comfort in 

our quick, convenient care.

Scan this code 
into your smartphone 
to visit our website.

BE PREPARED.
CHOOSING EXPERT CARE IS THE BEST PRECAUTION.

 

STDAVIDS.COM/CONNECT
2000 Scenic Drive  |  (512) 943-3000

To find a doctor, speak to one of our nurses, or register for upcoming 
seminars/events, call 512-478-3627 or 1-888-868-2104, 24 hours a day.

STDAVIDS.COM
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New Patient Specials   |   Most Major Insurances Accepted
Se Habla Espanol

DUSTIN P. DINH, DDS

$120 
NEW PATIENT SPECIAL

Exam, X-Rays & 
Routine Cleanings

$299 
Custom Teeth 

Whitening512-863-2303

Family Dentistry    Implants   Orthodontics   Oral Surgery    Whitening

Come Let Our Dream Team Create Your Dream Smile!!!

1950 S. Austin Ave  |  Georgetown, TX 78626

www.dreamsmilesdental .net

Dental

Last month, we 
relaunched our paper as a 
Georgetown-exclusive pub-
lication, and the response 
from our readers has been 
overwhelmingly positive. 
I heard from people who 

said they enjoyed the issue because it had 
so much more Georgetown content. Oth-
ers were pleased because they say George-
town is too different to be grouped with 
other cities. We hope you will continue to 
let us know what you think.

In our January issue, we wrote a cover 
story about the resurgence of activity in 
downtown. It is so exciting to see the new 
businesses on the Square, and the story 
continues to develop. Even within the last 
few weeks, there is more activity: a new 
restaurant called Burger University has 
made plans to open on the Square, and 
the Mexican restaurant at River Place 
looks like it is getting close to comple-
tion. It’s hard to keep up with everything 

that is new or changing, but you don’t 
have to wait until your next Community 
Impact Newspaper arrives to know what’s 
going on in Georgetown and Williamson 
County. To keep up with news through-
out the month, visit our website,  
impactnews.com/geo.

This month, you will notice some new 
features, including our Manufactur-
ing feature and Arts feature, and some 
features we are bringing back, such as 
History and the Nonprofit profile. What 
is your favorite part of the paper? Let us 
know by messaging us on Facebook at 
www.impactnews.com/geo-facebook.

contents

Reader feedback connect online

Karin Jahnke
General manager

kjahnke@impactnews.com
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  AirBorn Inc. acquires company,  
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17 tax Season Guide 

Additional poll comments

“Based on the 2010 Census, Georgetown should proceed 
with the process necessary to operate its own city bus sys-
tem. There are adequate high density areas, and high eco-
nomic need areas to operate effectively. Investing in a simple 
solution that is convenient and affordable will encourage the 
economic development and smart growth that we need, and 
the ability to provide for our aging population in all areas of 
the city. Conroe, Texas, may be a good model to follow.” 

—Brian Ortego

Would you use a public bus system in Georgetown?

Yes

47%
No

47%
I don’t know

6%
Results from an unscientific Web survey, collected 01/18/12–02/08/12

 18 Business 
  Georgetown Tv & Audio

 19 Dining  
  Dia Thai Cuisine

21 People 
  Stephanie Blanck

 22 Nonprofit 
  The Christi Center

23 Chamber of Commerce 
  Annual awards banquet 2012

 24 history 
  First United Methodist Church

 25 Arts 
  Toby Blumenthal

 27 Regional 

 28  Real Estate

News

Features

Mailing schedule
You can expect your copy of Community Impact 
Newspaper on Friday, March 16.

Check out the new and improved 
impactnews.com

Subscribe to our e-newsletter at  
impactnews.com.

Find us on Facebook at  
impactnews.com/geo-facebook.

Follow us on Twitter @impactnews_geo.

Find local coupons online at  
impactdeals.com.

Easily browse or search news articles from your 
community or across the state

Stay informed with daily, online-exclusive community 
news and information

Learn about upcoming events with the community  
calendar

Make your voice heard by commenting on articles or 
participating in online polls
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New Ownership

13  Georgetown Music Studio came 
under new ownership Dec. 1. Sharon 
James now owns the studio located at 
2544 Shell Road, Ste. A. Offering private 
and group lessons for students of all ages 
and skill levels, the studio has about 
nine instructors that teach piano, voice, 
guitar, violin and more. Hours are Mon.–
Fri. 10 a.m.–8 p.m. 868-2255, 
www.georgetownmusicstudio.com

Relocations

14  Allergy & Asthma Center of 
Georgetown plans to move Feb. 25 from 
1526 Leander Road to the Austin Avenue 
Medical Plaza at 3201 S. Austin Ave., 
Ste. 140. Established in 1998, the clinic 
is served by board-certified allergists 
and immunologists Dr. Sheila Amar and 
Dr. Kim Hovanky who specialize in the 
evaluation and treatment of adults and 
children for a variety of conditions.  
868-6673, www.georgetownallergy.com

15  Elegant Interiors moved from 114 W. 
Eighth St. into Abbey’s Home Furnishings 
at 212 W. Seventh St. on Jan. 9. Ann Mills-
Myers with Elegant Interiors does interior 
design work, remodeling and window 
treatments from the new space, and 
Abbey’s Home Furnishings sells and does 
minor repair work on furniture. 931-1969,
www.elegantinteriors.us; 930-7171, 
www.abbeyshomefurnishings.com

16  Amy and Kellie Vanderford 
moved Divine Patina on Feb. 3 from 
Cobblestone Upstairs Downstairs 
Antiques at 712 S. Austin Ave. to 1005 
S. Austin Ave., the former location of 
Just Kidds & More. Divine Patina sells 
antiques, jewelry, furniture, antique toys, 
vintage items and glassware. Hours are 
Tue.–Sat. 10 a.m.–5:30 p.m. and Sun. 
noon–4:30 p.m. 819-9555, 
www.divinepatinaantiques.com

Expansions

17  Lone Star Circle of Care Georgetown 
Dental Center opened an expansion to its 
building at 2411 Williams Drive on Jan. 2, 
adding 11 exam rooms so that it has the 
capacity for 70 percent more patient visits. 
The dental center will also be adding two 
more dentists and a dental hygienist in the 
next couple of months. Lone Star Circle of 
Care, which celebrated its 10th anniversary 
Jan. 14, is a Georgetown-based community 
health center that operates more than 25 
clinics in the Central Texas area. 864-1445, 
www.lscctx.org

Always Best Care Senior Services 
of Greater Northwest Austin is now 
offering a free telephone reassurance 
program, Always in Touch, for seniors 
who live alone as well as for disabled 

Now Open

1  Kim Becker opened 49 Dollar 
Massage on Jan. 9 at 1530 Sun City 
Blvd., Ste. 130. Becker said her staff are 
all licensed massage therapists and offer 
Swedish, deep, sport, hot stone and hot 
towel massages. Hours are Mon.–Sat.  
9 a.m.–6 p.m. 863-0900

2  With pottery, wrought iron 
accessories and ceramics imported 
from Mexico, Kitty’s Korner Outdoor 
Living & More opened Dec. 18 at 505 W. 
University Ave. Owner Olga Elizondo 
said the store sells garden decor and some 
home decor items. Hours are Mon.–Fri. 
10 a.m.–6 p.m. and Sat. 10 a.m.–7 p.m. 
948-7532, www.kittyskorner.net

3  Developer Del Webb unveiled nine 
newly designed single-family home 
models at Sun City Texas, 1501 Sun 
City Blvd., on Feb. 4. The homes range 
in size from 1,151 square feet to 2,848 
square feet and are priced from the 
$130,000s to the $400,000s. The active 
adult community for people age 55 
and older also won the Community of 
the Year award in December from the 
Community Associations Institute—
Austin Chapter.  
www.suncitytexas.com

4  State Rep. Charles Schwertner, 
R-District 20, a state Senate candidate for 
District 5, celebrated the opening of his 
campaign headquarters for the western 
half of the Senate district Jan. 25. The 
office, located at 1102 S. Austin Ave.,  
Ste. 102, will be used as a staging area 

for volunteer events, sign storage and 
other office tasks. The campaign opened 
a second location in College Station on 
Feb. 7. 299-5721, www.drschwertner.com

5  Ben Parker opened Balance Wellness 
Center on Jan. 15 at 809 S. Main St., Ste. 
110, next to RunTex. Balance Wellness 
Center offers services such as massage 
therapy, acupuncture, facials, skin care, 
waxing and aromatherapy. Services are by 
appointment. 819-9355, 
www.balancewellnessandmassage.com

6  Carus Dental opened a new 
location in Georgetown on Jan. 10 at 
105 Wildwood Drive, Ste. 216. Dr. Ken 
Brennan practices at the full-service 
dental office. Carus Dental has another 
location at 950 University Ave., Ste. 101, 
where Dr. Emily Abbott, Dr. Martin 
Shedeck and Dr. Mike Morales practice. 
942-6729 (Wildwood office), 930-5930 
(University office), 
www.carusdental.com

Coming Soon

 7  Construction began Dec. 19 on The 
Legacy at Georgetown, a 95,000-square-
foot assisted living and memory care 
facility that will be located near the 
front entrance of Del Webb’s Sun City 
at 4709 Williams Drive. The first phase 
of the project is expected to be finished 
by winter 2012 and will contain 80 total 
units —58 of which will be dedicated to 
assisted living and 22 to memory care. 
www.legacyatgeorgetown.com

 8  Jamie Johnson plans to open Wasabi 
Japanese & Chinese in March at 3303 
Williams Drive, Ste. 1045. Johnson said 
the restaurant will have some Chinese 
food on the menu but will focus on 
Japanese cuisine with a sushi bar and 
hibachi items. The restaurant will 
have a lunch and dinner menu and a 
professional sushi chef will be on staff.

 9  A Great Clips hair salon is expected to 
open in March at 1013 W. University Ave., 
Ste. 115, at the Wolf Ranch Town Center, 
said Molly Cronin, assistant director of 
marketing with Simon Property Group.

10  A March opening date is projected for 
Legend Dental at 1013 W. University Ave., 
Ste. 345, at the Wolf Ranch Town Center, 
said Molly Cronin, assistant director of 
marketing with Simon Property Group.

11  Alan Grimsley and Rob May plan 
to open Burger University in March at 
119 W. Seventh St., the former location 
of Adi’s Italian Village. Grimsley said 
the family-friendly restaurant will serve 
burgers made with fresh ingredients as 
well as handmade fries, onion rings and 
milkshakes. Plans also call for a beer and 
wine bar. www.burgeruniversity.net

Name Change

12  Patti Plymate-McEnnis bought 
Kay’s Kloset on Jan. 1 and changed the 
store’s name to Fashion. Located at 3010 
Williams Drive, Ste. 115, the boutique 
sells women’s clothing, purses, jewelry 
and accessories. 869-7011 
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news or questions about Georgetown?
e-mail geonews@impactnews.com.

Compiled by Samantha Bryant

Dr. helené glanz (left) and Dental assistant Yulianna Villarreal clean stacy Diestel’s teeth at the lone Star 
Circle of Care Georgetown Dental Center, which expanded in January.
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assisted living and memory care facility the 
legacy at Georgetown is projected to be finished 
by winter 2012.
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Georgetown Music Studio is now owned by 
sharon James.
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KENNY HAVARD, DDS              TRAVIS HILDEBRAND, DDS

SMILE. . .
February is National  Dental  Health Month!

4402 Williams Dr., Ste. 106 • Georgetown, Texas 78628 • 512-869-41004100
GeorgetownPediatricDentistry.com

KEK

$25 OFF 
NEW PATIENT 

Exam, Cleaning, 
and X-rays!

adults. The service was launched in 
January and is available in Georgetown, 
Northwest Austin, Round Rock and 
Cedar Park. Always in Touch provides 
daily socialization and the reassurance 
that the senior “is not alone.” 518-3979, 
www.greaternorthwestaustin.
alwaysbestcare.com, 
www.always-in-touch.com

Nonprofit

Neighborhood Conference Committee 
of Williamson County, an organization 
that strives to keep students who are 
truant out of the juvenile justice system 
and empower them to take positive 
control of their education, is seeking 
volunteer panel members in Georgetown 
to complete interviews with students 
and families. Volunteers must pass a 
background check and complete the 
program training. 943-3216,  
www.nccwilco.org

Anniversaries

18  St. Helen Catholic School, 2700 E. 
University Ave., celebrated its 10-year 
anniversary Feb. 11. The school serves 
students in pre-K through eighth grade. 
868-0744, www.sainthelens.org/school

School Note

The Georgetown ISD board of trustees 
is expected to vote Feb. 21 on new 
elementary attendance zones for Frost 
and McCoy elementary schools that 
would go into effect for the 2012–13 
school year. The board hosted a public 
forum Feb. 6 and said current students 
would be allowed to “grandfather” 
into their current campus if affected 
by the boundary change; however, 
transportation would not be provided. 
The proposed maps are available online. 
943-5000, www.georgetownisd.org

Closings

19  Adi’s Italian Village closed Jan. 8 at 
119 W. Seventh St.

20 Rusty Justus, founder and CEO 
of Justus Foods, said the company 
will close by the end of February. The 
company had a manufacturing facility 
at 2522 Shell Road, Ste. B, that packaged 
freeze-dried fruit products. 
www.justusfoods.com
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February
18  Artist showcase
Leander photographer Jack Puryear Jr. hosts a 
live presentation on his acrylic printmaking on 
copper-leafed foil. • 2–4 p.m. • Free • through 
the Looking Glass Gallery, 122 e. eighth St.  
864-1371 • www.throughthelookinglass.us

18–19  Williamson County Gemboree
the williamson County Gem and Mineral 
Society hosts the Gemboree with exhibits of 
beads, jewelry, fossils, minerals and artifacts as 
well as demonstrations, games and educational 
displays. Proceeds benefit college students 
studying earth science. • Sat. 10 a.m.– 
6 p.m., Sun. 10 a.m.–5 p.m. • $2 (adults),  
$1 (children ages 6–12), free (children younger 
than 6) • Georgetown Community Center, San 
Gabriel Park, 445 e. Morrow St., Georgetown  
930-2768 • www.wcgms.org 

19  Family research ‘Getting Started’ 
workshop
the John Berry Chapter of the daughters of the 
republic of texas hosts a workshop on how 
to get started in genealogy research, internet 
sources, utilizing courthouses and libraries, 
preserving old photos and more. • 2–4 p.m. 
Free • Georgetown Public Library, Hewlett 
room, 402 w. eighth St. • 869-0240  
www.johnberrydrt.com

 

23  Bill Engvall Celebrity Bowling 
Tournament
Join the United way of williamson County 
in presenting $10,000 to one area nonprofit 
in honor of the comedian’s sister, former 
Georgetown Area United way executive director 
Janet engvall Mctigue. • 6–10:30 p.m. • $50 
(spectator pass), $250-$5,000 (sponsorship)  
Mel’s Lone Star Lanes, 1010 n. Austin Ave.  
255-6799 • www.unitedway-wc.org

Basic sign language for parents and 
teachers
wendy Bradley teaches basic signs, baby signs, 
alphabet, animals, numbers, songs, stories and 

more. registration is required. •  7–9 p.m. • $10  
Community resource Center, 805 w. University 
Ave. • 567-8281 • www.georgetownproject.com

 
24–March 25  ‘Singin’ In The Rain’
Set in 1920s Hollywood, the romantic comedy 
chronicles the early days of sound film and 
follows a music studio trying to salvage the 
career of its silent picture star. • Fri. and Sat. 
7:30 p.m., Sun. 2 p.m., two Saturday matinees 
at 2 p.m. March 17 and 24 • $24 (general 
admission), $22 (seniors), $14 (students and 
active military), $10 (children 12 or younger) 
Georgetown Palace theater, 810 S. Austin Ave. 
869-7469 • www.georgetownpalace.com

25  Talk by author Mike Cox
the Georgetown Heritage Society sponsors a 
lecture by Austin-based writer and syndicated 
columnist Mike Cox. He is the author of 20 
texas-related, nonfiction books and writes a 
weekly syndicated newspaper column, “texas 
tales,” which focuses on aspects of texas 
history. • 10 a.m. • Free • Grace Heritage Center, 
811 S. Main St. • 869-8597  
www.georgetownheritagesociety.com

26  Georgetown Bridal Show
the Georgetown Chamber of Commerce hosts 
a bridal show that includes about 80 vendors, 
two fashion shows and a ViP tote bag for the 
first 250 brides to attend. • noon–5 p.m. • Free 
east View High School, 4490 e. University Ave. 
930-3535 • www.georgetownbridalshow.com
 
ACATamy Awards adoption event 
on the night of the Academy Awards, cats can 
be adopted for no fee at the williamson County 
regional Animal Shelter. • 11 a.m.–4 p.m.  
Free • williamson County regional Animal 
Shelter, 1855 S.e. inner Loop • 943-3322  
http://pets.wilco.org

Feb. 27–28  Brown Symposium—
‘Back to the Foodture: Sustainable 
Strategies to Reverse a Global Crisis’
Southwestern University’s Brown Symposium 
focuses on topics such as how the world can 
feed its growing population in the 21st century. 
A schedule of events is available online.  
times vary • Free • Alma thomas theater, 
Southwestern University, 1001 e. University 
Ave. • 863-1570 • www.southwestern.edu

March
8  Georgetown Toastmasters  
open house
Attendees learn about toastmasters, a self-
paced program focused on helping participants 
gain more confidence and skill in their speaking 
and leadership abilities. • 7–8 p.m. • Free 

Georgetown iSd Administration Building, 603 

CALendAr

purchase a ticket to be given to a family in 
crisis, contact the Caring Place. • $10 (adults), 
$3 (children) • St. Helen Catholic Church, St. 
rita’s Activity Center, 2700 e. University Ave. 
943-0702 • www.caringplacetx.org

sponsored by

To submit Georgetown events, visit  
www.impactnews.com/events/submit.html.

For a full list of Georgetown events, visit  
www.impactnews.com/geo-calendar.

To have Georgetown events considered for the print 
edition, they must be submitted online by the third Friday 
of the month.

March 3
By Samantha Bryant

while sipping on wine samples from texas wineries, attendees of the Georgetown Swirl may 
shop for gifts, listen to live jazz music and dine on local restaurants’ fare.

wineries from Lampasas, Fredericksburg, Bertram, Georgetown and more are represented at 
this annual event. A wine auction will take place in the williamson County Courthouse at 710 
Main St. A portion of the proceeds from the auction will go toward the williamson Museum.

Proceeds from the event’s ticket sales go to the Main Street Facade and Grant Program, 
which allows building and business owners to obtain matching grants for the improvement of 
downtown signage and facades while preserving the building’s historical integrity. 

6–9 p.m. • $30 • Georgetown Square • 930-2027 • www.swirl.georgetown.org
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stephen Baxter with fiesta Winery out of Bend, Texas, was one of the vendors at The georgetown 
swirl in 2011.

The Georgetown Swirl

Lakeway drive • 703-203-7913  
www.georgetowntoastmasters.com 

‘What all kids need to hear’ 
Georgetown Partners in education presents a 
special lunch-and-learn for mentors. dr. eric 
Cupp is the keynote speaker and shares the 
messages of hope he has been imparting to 
teenagers for more than 30 years. Lunch is 
provided to those who preregister, limited to 
first the 100. registration closes March 2.   
11 a.m.–1 p.m. • Free • Georgetown Chamber 
of Commerce, 100 Stadium drive • 943-5137  
www.georgetownpie.org 

13  Soup Supper at The Caring Place
the Caring Place hosts its 22nd annual Soup 
Supper, which includes soup, cornbread, a 
drink and dessert. tickets can be purchased 
at the Caring Place and at the door. For those 
who are unable to attend but would like to 

Online Calendar

IT’S TAX SEASON. 
Rest easy knowing we can handle it all.

Smart Solutions. Real Results. Dedicated Commitment.
Did you know? We also offer:

Accounting Services • Payroll Services 
Management of Financial Affairs • CFO Services

Proud member of Georgetown Chamber of Commerce, Georgetown Business Network and Downtown Georgetown Association

Gary R. Brown, CMA, CPA, CITP, PFS  •  5353 Williams Dr., Suite 200, Georgetown • 512-930-3003 • www.gbrowncpa.com
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Recent highlights

east View high school Principal Dave Denny (third from left) presents a check feb. 3 to Wade Todd 
(second from right), chair of the Patriot Plaza committee, for the first commemorative brick to be placed 
at the plaza on the east side of the campus athletic field. (from left) eVhs soccer Booster club President 
francine erickson, superintendent Joe Dan lee, american legion Post no. 174 Past commander  
Vic Pierson and school board member fred Barhydt also help celebrate the new program.
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food vendors interact with parents, students and 
school district staff at the food show and Taste 
Testing event at Benold Middle school on Jan. 18.
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estes audiology gave away hearing aids in De-
cember as a part of the company’s gift of hearing 
holiday giveaway. Marcelina lopez (left) was the 
georgetown recipient, and she is pictured with  
Dr. Mandi fisher from the sun city office. 
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cyclists demonstrate criterium-style cycling on the square Jan. 17 after Mayor george garver and 
city staff announced the dates for the georgetown grand criterium race, which will run May 19–20. 
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The artist’s Booth holds its opening night 
performances Dec. 17. chef gary Zohner held a 
dinner show as a part of the event.
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state Rep. Dan huberty (left) speaks at the grand opening of state Rep. charles schwertner’s campaign 
headquarters in georgetown on Jan. 25. schwertner, who is the state representative for District 20, is 
running for state senate District 5. 
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georgetown isD superintendent Joe Dan lee addresses a group of parents, students and gisD staff 
at a regular school board meeting Jan. 17 in celebration of school Board appreciation Month.  
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georgetown graphic designer nick Ramos pres-
ents the new Most Beautiful Town square in Texas 
logo at the georgetown Main street Program’s 
Quarterly Breakfast Bites meeting Jan. 25.
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Junior forum President christy foster (left) and 
georgetown area Junior forum President anna 
cornett attend a ceremony Dec. 13 where the 
gaJf donated about $6,000 to local nonprofits. 
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PUBLiC SAFetY

By Samantha Bryant
The county broke ground on 

a 30,000-square-foot emergency 
services operations center Jan. 
26, and Williamson County also 
began a public safety technology 
project in the spring of 2011 that 
it will continue to implement in 
2012.

Williamson County Emer-
gency Services Director John 
Sneed said efficiency is para-
mount in the world of public 
safety and that Williamson 
County is committed to ensur-
ing that its public safety and 
emergency management person-
nel have the tools they need to 
perform at a high level.

The new operations center does 
just that, he said.

“It shows the commitment 
that this county and our [county] 
court have for supporting public 
safety,” Sneed said.

WilCo Emergency Services 
Operations Center

Scheduled for completion by 
the summer of 2013, the William-
son County Emergency Services 
Operations Center will house 
emergency management depart-
ments that right now are scat-
tered in various locations across 
the county. 

Williamson County 911 Com-
munications is currently located 
within the Sheriff’s Office at 508 
S. Rock St. in Georgetown. Sneed 
said there is no way to expand the 
department in the space. 

“The communications cen-
ter right now is outdated and 
cramped,” Precinct 2 Commis-
sioner Cynthia Long said.

A previous commissioners 
court approved funding for the 

Williamson County improves public safety facilities
New 30,000-sq.-ft. emergency operations center broke ground in January 

facility and sold the certificate of 
obligation bonds in 2006. 

Long said the current Com-
missioners Court is committed 
to the project but also wanted to 
make sure that the needs were 
adequately addressed, that the 
project came in on-budget and 
that certain technology updates 
were implemented prior to start-
ing construction on the new 
facility.

Inside the $12 million build-
ing there will be office space for 
911 communications, Emergency 
Management, Hazardous Materi-
als and some personnel from the 
Sheriff’s Office.

Chip Riggins, executive direc-
tor and health authority of the 
Williamson County and Cities 
Health District, said the Public 
Health Preparedness Division 
will also be on-site and partici-
pate in emergency management 
planning. 

“I think it will help everybody 
to have public health to be a part 
of those discussions and planning 
processes,” he said.

The county has also budgeted 
$6 million for electronic and 
technology equipment for the 
operations center.

In the case of a wide-scale 
emergency, such as a flood or a 
tornado, the facility will become 
a hub where all county depart-
ments that handle emergencies, 
and even city officials, can gather 
to deal with the situation. 

In the past, county officials 
have used the training room in 
the Williamson County Juvenile 
Justice Center when creating an 
emergency operations center.

“It’s not set up, which means 
I.T. has to come in and set 

everything up before we can get 
started, and I hate to say that 
we have to run wires across the 
ground and use duct tape to keep 
people from tripping, but that is 
the case,” Sneed said. “This facil-
ity will allow us to be completely 
set up and ready to go.”

Public safety technology
In 2011, the county began 

implementing a $4.2 million 
public safety technology project, 
which included installing a new 
computer-aided dispatch system, 
known as CAD, and supplying 
computers for public safety per-
sonnel to use in their vehicles.

Sneed said the technology 
updates are especially useful to 
law enforcement officers, allow-
ing them to run license plates 
without calling into the dis-
patch center and also complete 
their field reporting from their 
vehicles.

“They are still visible out in the 
neighborhoods, still watching 
for crime, yet now their car has 
become their office,” he said.

The CAD also has a GPS com-
ponent that tracks the location 
and availability of every public 
safety vehicle in the county. 
When a call comes into the 911 
communications center, Sneed 
said the program can send the 
closest appropriate vehicle to 
respond to the situation.

Future plans
The county plans to erect more 

public safety radio towers in 
the near future. There are five, 
but plans are to bring two more 
online in early 2012, one each in 
Round Rock and Georgetown.

The towers help departments 

such as fire, police, EMS and 
public works communicate using 
their hand-held radios inside of 
buildings.

“The density in homes as our 
population grows causes the 
radio system to degrade because 
it won’t penetrate through all 
those buildings,” Sneed said. “So 
as we get more buildings, we’re 
going to have to put up more 
towers.”

Another future goal of the 
county is to link its CAD system 

The 30,000-square-foot Williamson county emergency services operations 
center will be hardened to withstand up to a category f2 tornado as well as have 
a water supply and a generator. Many of the rooms inside are dual purpose, and 
the building is roughly divided in half between communications and emergency 
management departments.

Williamson county Judge Dan gattis (left) and commissioners cynthia long,  
Valerie covey, Ron Morrison and lisa Birkman attended the Jan. 26 ground break-
ing ceremony for the emergency services operations center. 

Williamson County Emergency Services Operations Center

with the CAD systems of the 
cities within Williamson County 
and Austin. Instead of a dis-
patcher in a city transferring a 
call to Williamson County EMS, 
the dispatcher will be able to 
input the information into the 
computer system, which will 
then be picked up by the county 
dispatcher.  

“We’re trying to lower the 
amount of time it takes for fire, 
police and EMS to respond to our 
citizens’ calls for help,” he said.

Source: williamson County
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Beautiful, 
Comfortable,     

Natural… 
You

3613 Williams Dr., Ste. 1001 • Georgetown, TX 78628

www.TradeWindsDental.com

We listen.  
We don’t hurt. 

We don’t 
JUST care about 

your teeth, 
we care about YOU.

Offi ce:  512.863.6888 

Fax:  512.869.8934
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David R. Hennington, D.D.S

Trade Winds Dental patient

$100 OFF INITIAL VISIT
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trAnSPortAtion

By Cali Bock
The Capital Area Rural Transportation 

System began bus services Jan. 30 at a 
new stop one block from the Georgetown 
Square at Ninth and Main streets.

The bus stop will offer 10 daily depar-
tures to Austin, Round Rock or Taylor, 
along with three new routes with con-
nections to Capital Metro and Austin 
Greyhound bus services, according to a 
city news release. 

“We operate the station in Georgetown 
and Round Rock, and with that we’ve seen 
a need of those trying to get to the east and 
a need of how we can connect the busi-
nesses of Taylor, Round Rock and George-
town to Tech Ridge where there’s a major 
Capital Metro transfer point,” Director of 
CARTS Field Operations Don Hill said.

Hill said the buses leaving from the 
Georgetown Station, located at 3620 S. 
Austin Ave., only traveled to Austin, 
Round Rock and Temple, but the new 
interurban routes from Georgetown will 
loop from downtown Georgetown to Tay-
lor and allow people to catch a connecting 
bus to downtown Austin.

“We’re trying to get people to where 
they need to go,” he said.

Hill said the new stop was built as a 
late response to a survey conducted by 

CARTS opens downtown Georgetown  
bus stop with new routes, connections

By Samantha Bryant

PROjECt SCOPE: The city is expanding the intersection of FM 971 and 
N.E. Inner Loop from one travel lane in each direction with a left-turn lane to 
two travel lanes with a left turn lane. There will also be a new dedicated right 
turn lane on southbound N.E. Inner Loop, which will enable vehicles to turn 
into Katy Crossing and access Pat Cooper Elementary and Charles A. Forbes 
Middle schools.

tOtAl COSt: $1.3 million 

tiMEliNE: The project is scheduled to finish by October, but the contractor 
is projecting to end traffic disruptions by August, before school starts. 

FM 971 and N.E. Inner Loop  
intersection expansion under way

K
at

y 
C

ro
ss

in
g

Inner Loop

FM 971

Pat cooper elementary school
charles a. forbes Middle school

Proposed  pavement

an independent traffic consultant hired 
by CARTS. The planning process for the 
new routes, he said, was initially put on 
the shelf because of the lack of federal 
transportation funding during the eco-
nomic downturn. 

Georgetown Transportation Services 
Director Ed Polasek said the study was spe-
cifically conducted in 2008 to address the 
needs of a growing Georgetown. However, 
along with assessing city and population 
growth, Polasek said there is a 90 percent 
chance that Georgetown will be classified 
as a small urban area for the next fiscal 
year. As a small urban area, CARTS would 
not be able to provide service to the area.

However, Polasek said the service will 
not stop, only the source of the CARTS 
funding would change, and Georgetown 
is currently moving toward operating on a 
fixed-route system in which buses run on a 
prescribed schedule.

Bus fares

$2 for a one-way fare in one 
county or a Metro connector route   
$4 for one-way trips anywhere in the caRTs district 
$6 for an all-day pass 
seniors age 65 or older or persons with disabilities 
ride for half-fares.

Cedar Park
601 E. Whitestone Blvd. | Ste. 226 
512-259-3338

www.AustinFeet.com

Georgetown
1103 Rivery Blvd. | Ste. 255 
512-930-0707

Round Rock
Forest Creek Medical Center | 4112 Links Lane 
Ste. 204 | 512-259-3338

Fellow, American College of Foot & Ankle Surgeons
Diplomate, American Board of Podiatric Surgery

Associate, American College of Foot & Ankle Surgeons

PEDIATRIC & ADULT FLATF00T CORRECTION
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R
Wayne A Hurst, DPM, FAFCAS Shine John, DPM, AAFCAS

Specializing in All Aspects of 
Surgical and Non-Surgical Foot Care

Certi� edPreowned.com      (512) 706-7065

Closed-end leases o� ered to quali?ed customers by Audi Financial Services through participating dealers. A4 with Convenience pkg. based on MSRP $36,475. $1,999 down + $695 acquisition fee + 1st 
mo. payment + $0 security deposit = $3,083 due at inception + TT&L. Purchase option at lease end for $19,331.75. 36 monthly payments of $389. Advertised o� ers require dealer contribution; ?nal 
negotiated price may vary by dealer. Lessee responsible for insurance, maintenance and repairs and may have some ?nancial liability at lease end. Lessee responsible for $0.25/mile over 10,000 miles 
per year and a disposition fee of $375 due at lease end. See dealer for details. Higher MSRP will a� ect lease price. O� ers expire 2-29-12.

Model CAB. With approved credit. Dealer contribution may a� ect � nal negotiated price. 42 mo lease, $3,487 total due at 
inception, no sec. dep. required, 42 monthly payments of $147, � nal pymt / residual = $12,628. Based on 10k mi. / yr with 
$.15 per mi. excess charge. MSRP $22,551. Stk# Z6423. 0.9% for 36 mo. = $28.16 per $1,000 � nanced.

36 mo. lease, $3,293 +TT&L due at inception (no sec. dep. required). 
36 monthly payments of $299. Final payment / residual = $18,662. 
MSRP $32,175. Stock# V3658.

2012 Volvo S60 T5 FWD

 $299mo 2

Includes Volvo Safe + Secure

mo.
mon
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1
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2012 Subaru Legacy 2.5i Sedan
Con� dence In Motion

$147mo 1

2012 Subaru Legacy 2.5i Sedan
Luxury Has Progressed
Premium quattro

$389mo 3
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TOLL

35
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  Georgetown City Council
101 e. Seventh St.
Feb. 28 and March 13 at 6 p.m.
watch replays of the council meeting on 
Suddenlink Cable Channel 10 at 7 p.m.
931-7715, www.georgetown.org

  Williamson County 
Commissioners Court
710 S. Main St., Georgetown
Meetings are every tuesday at 9:30 a.m.
943-1550, www.wilco.org

Georgetown

Williamson County

Meetings

Commissioners oppose 
emergency listing of  
jollyville Plateau salamander

On Jan. 31, the Williamson County 
commissioners approved sending letters 
to two environmental groups as well 
as U.S. Fish and Wildlife voicing the 
county’s opposition to the emergency 
listing for the Jollyville Plateau salaman-
der as an endangered species.

The environmental groups, includ-
ing Biological Diversity and Save Our 
Springs Alliance, are requesting the 
emergency listing because “shaft leaks 
near salamander habitat in connection 
with the City of Austin’s construction of 
Water Treatment Plant 4, compounded 
by the current Texas drought, have cre-
ated a significant risk to the well-being 

CitY And CoUntY By Beth Wade and Samantha Bryant

of the salamander,” according to the 
county’s letter addressed to the environ-
mental groups.

Although the environmental groups 
are protesting the effects of a project in 
Austin, Williamson County Precinct 1 
Commissioner Lisa Birkman said the 
emergency listing would also impact 
areas of Williamson County. The sala-
mander exists in springs in the south-
western portion of Williamson County.

Gary Boyd, director of environmental 
programs with Williamson County, said 
Fish and Wildlife had previously entered 
into an agreement with environmental 
organizations to review the listing status 
of four Central Texas salamander spe-
cies and, if it determined a species was 
endangered, the listing could go into 
effect in summer 2013.

County breaks ground on 
hwy. 29 safety improvements

Williamson County held a ground-
breaking ceremony Jan. 18 for safety 
improvements to Hwy. 29.

The improvements include adding 
right-turn lanes on Hwy. 29 near the 
Cimarron Hills and Gabriels Overlook 
subdivisions. Commissioner Valerie 
Covey said the turn lanes will allow 
vehicles to slow down before turning into 
the subdivisions.

“Because of the speed of the traffic [on 
Hwy. 29], there is no safe way to turn into 
those subdivisions,” Covey said.

The right-turn lanes will be added at 
Jack Nicklaus Boulevard and Park Place 
Drive. Construction is expected to cost 
$420,000 and to be finished in August. 

Council renames five streets
Five streets in Georgetown will soon 

receive new names after City Council 
members approved the first reading of an 
ordinance to make the switch Jan. 24. The 
names reflect Georgetown’s heritage and 
Texas history.

The following names were approved:
•	 Southfork Road to J.M. Page Lane,
•	 A portion of CR 110 to Rockride Lane
•	 A portion of CR 104 to Patriot Way
•	 A portion of CR 104 to Bell Gin Road
•	 Southeast Arterial 1 (under construc-

tion) to Sam Houston Avenue

Animal shelter achieves  
no-kill status for 2011

The Georgetown Animal Shelter 
reported a 90 percent live outcome rate 
for five separate months throughout 2011.

With help from organizations like 
Friends of the Georgetown Animal Shel-
ter, which raised $26,000 for the facil-
ity’s needs, and other volunteers, nine 
out of 10 animals who came through 
the shelter were adopted to new homes, 

Other action
•	 Commissioners appointed board mem-

bers for Emergency Service District 
No. 11 and No. 12, two new ESDs in 
the Cedar Park area.
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transferred to rescue groups or returned 
to their owner.

Animal Service Manager Jackie Carey 
said the shelter follows a practice that 
has broad public support because it does 
not euthanize animals for lack of space 

or ones they consider adoptable.
“Our numbers are true numbers of all 

animals that come in, including the ani-
mals we euthanized that were not adopt-
able, but are still counted,” she said. 

Other action
•	 Council directed staff Jan. 24 to research 

regulations in place related to urban 
farming, costs associated with animal 
husbandry and gardening information. 

Grant OK’d for extension 
of San Gabriel River trail

The Georgetown City Council 
accepted a $200,000 matching grant 
from the Texas Parks & Wildlife 
Department on Jan. 24 to extend the 
San Gabriel River Trail.

The city will use 2008 bond money 
to fund its portion of the project, 
which will extend the trail about  
1 mile from Blue Hole Park along 
Scenic Drive to 17th Street near Carver 
Elementary School.

Georgetown Parks and Recreation 
Director Kimberly Garrett said the 
trail will be constructed in stages, but 
the $1.2 million project is expected to 
be finished by the end of this year.

Parks 
north san gabriel River Trail 
san gabriel loop 
south san gabriel River Trail 
future trail

san gabriel river trail

A pharmacy where your business will always be appreciated

Unparalleled Alzheimer’s Care
Locally Founded. Family Operated.

512-863-9888www.gtownliving.com     |   2700 Shell Rd. Georgetown, TX  |

Facility ID: 104046

Expansion Now Open!
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By Mitzie Stelte
The U.S. District Court in San Anto-

nio rejected interim redistricting maps 
proposed by Texas Attorney General Greg 
Abbott on Feb. 6 as the deadline to reach a 
compromise in time to preserve the April 3 
deadline passed.

The San Antonio federal court had urged 
a compromise on a plan with the state by 
Feb. 6 to uphold the primary date follow-
ing the Supreme Court’s rejection of their 
proposed maps.

The Texas Latino Redistricting Task 
Force reached an agreement. However, the 
Mexican American Legislative Caucus, the 
Black Legislative Caucus and the National 
Association for the Advancement of Col-
ored People did not support the plan.

Abbott was confident the maps would 
satisfy all parties.

“Even though this agreement did not 
receive the sign-off by some other Latino-
based groups, we know from what they 
told us [that] this largely satisfies what they 
were really seeking,” Abbott said.

MALC Chairman Trey Martinez Fischer 
issued his group’s response.

 “Unfortunately, negotiations stalled 

Federal court rejects attorney general’s proposed maps
when it became apparent some parties 
in these discussions had a narrow and at 
times unrealistic view of the evidence pre-
sented at trial,” Martinez Fischer stated.

While the April 3 primary deadline 
passed, Republican Party of Texas Chair-
man Steve Munisteri said that if a compro-
mise is reached by Feb. 20, the primaries 
could be held in April. 

Abbott’s plan would have made half 
of Texas’ four new congressional seats 
Hispanic-controlled, including Congres-
sional District 35, the former district of 
U.S. Rep. Lloyd Doggett, D-Austin, which 
runs from Austin to San Antonio, as well 
as District 33, a Fort Worth–area district.

Results of the 2010 census indicating the 
state’s population had earned Texas four 
more congressional seats sparked chaos in 
the already tricky redistricting process.

Lawsuits have since halted the new maps 
drawn by the Republican-dominated state 
Legislature, originally delaying the prima-
ries from March 6 to April 3.

Texas is among the states that must get 
preclearance on redistricting maps by the 
U.S. Department of Justice under Section 5 
of the Voting Rights Act, according to the 

Texas Legislative Council. However, the 
state did not submit the maps to the DOJ 
for preclearance and instead petitioned a 
U.S. District Court for a declaratory judg-
ment validating the redistricting plans.

The Supreme Court denied the petition 
and held a trial Jan. 17–31. The court issued 
a statement saying a decision was not likely 
in February.

Meanwhile, separate lawsuits were filed 
by opponents who claim the maps dilute 
minority voting power.

Some of the lawsuits were consolidated 
and heard in September by the court in San 
Antonio, which redrew the state’s maps and 
submitted them to the U.S. Supreme Court. 

On Jan. 20, the Supreme Court rejected 
the San Antonio court’s maps citing the 
insertion of the judges’ own preferences. 
The court instructed them to redraw the 
maps to more closely resemble the state’s 
plan but to not incorporate legal defects.

As of press time Feb. 10, the San Anto-
nio court had a hearing scheduled for 
Feb. 14 to go over the interim maps and 
election schedule.

2012 ELECTION COVERAGE

December: U.s. census figures result in four 
new Texas congressional seats for a total of 36

Texas redistricting

2010

2011

2012

May–july: legislature passes Texas redistrict-
ing plans; gov. Rick Perry signs the plan without 
federal preclearance

Dec. 16: san antonio district court orders revised 
election schedule, including changing the primary 
election date from March 6 to april 3, 2012

jan. 20: U.s. supreme court rejects replacement 
map drawn by san antonio district court

jan. 27: san antonio district court vacates 
candidate filing deadlines

feb. 6: Deadline passes to uphold april 3 primary

feb. 14: san antonio court status conference

April 17, 24: Potential april primary dates

june 7–9: state party conventions

For up-to-date coverage of the primary 
date change, visit impactnews.com.

1. Seton Family of Doctors at Georgetown  
	 Family	Medicine		•		Phone:	(512)	869-8500	
	 Copper	Oaks	Plaza	
	 950	West	University	Avenue,	Suite	104
	 Georgetown,	TX	78626	

2. Seton Family of Doctors at Williamson
	 Family	Medicine		•		Phone:	(512)	324-4813
	 Cardiovascular	Care		•		Phone:	(512)	324-4812	
	 Infectious	Disease		•		Phone:	(512)	324-4819
	 Seton	Medical	Plaza	I,	301	Seton	Parkway,	Suite	302
	 Round	Rock,	TX	78665

3. Seton Family of Doctors at Forest Creek
	 Internal	Medicine	Adults Only  •		Phone:	(512)	324-4870
	 Forest	Creek	Medical	Center	
	 4112	Links	Lane,	Suite	200
	 Round	Rock,	TX	78664

4. Seton Family of Doctors at Stone Hill
	 Family	Medicine		•		Phone:	(512)	324-4875
	 Stone	Hill	Shopping	Center	
	 1512	Town	Center	Drive,	Suite	100
	 Pflugerville,	TX	78660

Seton Care For	Your	Entire	Family
As	the	leading	provider	of	health	care	services	in	Central	Texas,	the	Seton	
Healthcare	Family	is	proud	to	offer	a	full	continuum	of	care	for	your	family.	Our	
primary	care	clinics	provide	a	wide	range	of	medical	services	to	improve	the	health	
and	wellness	of	infants,	children	and	adults:

For more information, please visit SetonFamilyofDoctors.com.

•	Primary	family	care
•	Physicals	and	sports	exams	
•	Well-woman	annual	exams
•	Diabetes	care	and	prevention

•	Blood	pressure	and	cholesterol	
management

•	Minor	emergency	care
•	Disease	management

Four Convenient Locations 
Serving Williamson County

RR	1431 University	Blvd.

W.	University	Ave.

Hwy	79

Gattis	School	Rd.

I-
35 13

0

Texas	45	Toll

Chandler	Rd.

Georgetown

Round Rock

To Austin

To Hutto

2

1

3

4
SetonFamilyofDoctors.com

Seton Family of Doctors at Williamson 
welcomes Fida Ali Khan, MD, FACP

Dr.	Khan	is	board	certified	in	Internal	
Medicine	and	Infectious	Diseases,	
providing	inpatient	and	follow-up	care	for	
Seton	Medical	Center	Williamson	patients.
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Airborn Cir.
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By Samantha Bryant
From an exploration rover on Mars to 

a submarine deep in the ocean, AirBorn 
Inc. makes products that are operating in 
electronic systems in a variety of places.

Headquartered in Georgetown at 3500 
AirBorn Circle, the company manufac-
tures electronic components for the aero-
space, avionics, defense, energy, medical 
and automotive markets. 

In January, AirBorn expanded its medi-
cal field and commercial production offer-
ings by acquiring AESCO Electronics, a 
company with divisions in Ohio and Mas-
sachusetts. With the recent acquisition, 
Clint Barton, vice president of governmen-
tal affairs, said AirBorn not only increased 
its employee base by 30 percent, but it also 
diversified its services.

“We’re just continuing to add more 
services and more things we can do for our 
customers,” he said.

The electronic interconnect products Air-
Born makes join electrical circuits together.

“It’s a connector,” said Michael Cuff, 
senior vice president and chief technology 
officer. “Basically like the plug-in socket in 
the wall. Only these are quite sophisticated, 
if you will. They go in aircraft, missiles.”

The company also offers electronic 
components including cable assemblies, 
flexible circuit assemblies, custom power 
supplies and other solutions for its custom-
ers around the world. 

“We actually create solutions for what-
ever the customer needs, rather than [say] 
‘Here’s our catalog—find something in it.’ 
So ours are very much engineered solu-
tions,” Barton said.

AirBorn’s roots in Georgetown date 
back to 1971, when it acquired two 

clint Barton (far right), vice president of governmental affairs, stands in front of the airBorn inc. headquarters 
with employees from the assembly department. The facility opened in april 2010. 
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companies in the city, but it was not until 
1984 that the AirBorn name was officially 
adopted, Cuff said.

Previously located at 215 Royal Drive, 
AirBorn opened a new facility in April 
2010. The company employs 368 people, 
making AirBorn the largest manufactur-
ing employer in Georgetown, Georgetown 
Chamber of Commerce President Mel 
Pendland said.

The facility has an engineering depart-
ment where new products are designed, 
administrative offices, a test lab, stock 
room and a manufacturing area.

More than 250 people work to assemble 
and manufacture the products in the 
Georgetown building. 

In the test lab, AirBorn staff members 
place the products in machines so they can 
be tested at different temperatures, humidity 
levels, vibration levels and altitudes. Many 
of the products will end up in places where 
it is critical that they function properly.

“You’ve got to think about it from the 
point of view of a satellite,” Cuff said. “If 
they don’t work, you can’t send somebody 
up there to repair it.”

AirBorn products are in the electric sys-
tems inside heart catheter monitors, space 
shuttles, oil and gas drills, missile defense 
systems, commercial airline cockpit con-
trols and submarine sonar systems.

“It’s mainly where it has to operate all 
the time, every time,” Barton said.

He said the company is vertically inte-
grated, meaning that everything that goes 
into their products can be made within 
the company.

“That gives us an advantage on being 
able to turn over prototypes and new prod-
ucts quickly,” he said.

Georgetown’s AirBorn Inc. acquires 
company, increases employee base

           1  2  3 4 

5  6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29  

11958 12 $50,000

locations # of employees sales per year

2012 10 1,400 $160,000,000

AirBorn: 
Then 
and Now vs.

35
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“Originally, when we started the 
housing plan, we thought there 
was a need for 
more single-
family devel-
opment,” Bills 
said. “But it 
was actually 
the multifam-
ily market that 
was going to 
have a short-
fall.”

Bills said the 
study quali-
fied afford-
able housing as units set 
up for income levels at  
80 percent or below the Area 
Median Family Income.

“The problem with most market-
rate apartments is there is nothing 
to keep them from becoming unaf-
fordable to people,” she said. 

Bills said that if a city was going 
to incentivize development, it 
may place an income restriction 
to meet the specific needs of the 
community. 

“Otherwise when the market 
changes [rents can increase],” she 
said. “Right now, rents are going 
up pretty quickly with the rental 
market the way it is, and people 
are seeing 8 percent or 9 percent 
increases in their rental rates. With 
income-restricted units, there is a 
limit to how much you can raise 
the rents because they are set aside 
as affordable units.”

In Williamson County, the 
AMFI is $75,900 for a family of 
four. At 80 percent of the AMFI, 
the household can earn up to 
$60,700 a year, while a single per-
son could earn up to $42,500 a year 
and still qualify.

Marcy Urban, a Georgetown real 
estate broker and owner of Urban 
Homes and Land, said the city 
needs more options for individuals 

Multifamily
Continued from | 1

of all income levels, including ser-
vice industry employees, public 
service employees and teachers.

“We need to build Georgetown 
into a well-balanced community,” 

Urban said. 
“We’re at a 
tipping point 
in George-
town right 
now. We’re 
talking about 
adding all 
these jobs, but 
people who 
work these 
l owe r- l e ve l 
jobs are not 
going to be 

buying $400,000 homes out at The 
Woods or million-dollar homes 
out at Cimarron Hills. They need 
affordable places they can live in 
that are safe.”

Bills said depending on the 
economy and job sources, the 
availability of affordable housing 
can play a big part in the workforce 
of a community.

“It takes all different income 
levels for the economy to thrive, 
and you are better off having a 
local employment base. If you 
have a local employment base, 
then future employers are more 
likely to site here,” Bills said. “The 
service and retail industries—if 
you don’t have people who can 
live in town, there is not a lot of 
desire to drive 20 miles to work a 
minimum-wage job.”

Gateway Northwest
The Texas Housing Foundation, 

with the help of multifamily private 
activity bonds and noncompetitive 
housing tax credits awarded by 
the Texas Department of Housing 
and Community Affairs, will fund 
the Gateway Northwest Apart-
ments development, Mayfield 
said. Incomes will be restricted at  
60 percent of AMFI.

“What that tells you is basically 

[Gateway Northwest Apartments] 
is just for the workforce within that 
area,” Mayfield said. “I don’t like 
people to get bogged down on the 
affordable title. They tend to think, 
‘Well that’s public-type housing.’ 
This is not public housing.”

About 98.5 percent of the 
units available would be income-
restricted, with about 1.5 percent 
available at market rate, he said.

Once financing is approved, 
Mayfield said he hopes to break 
ground on the project in Sep-
tember and begin leasing units in 
spring 2013.

“Georgetown has so much 
potential, as evidenced by the 
desire for real estate growth and 
retail growth and all the other 
growth that goes along with the 
community. It is just a very bus-
tling community,” Mayfield said. 
“This would just provide for the 
needs of the influx of individuals 
coming to that community and 
those that are there now.”

Comment at impactnews.com

WilliAMSON COuNty 2012 
iNCOME liMitS fOR AffORDABlE hOuSiNG

Income  
percent restriction

affordable housing qualifying incomes vary depending on the development, and rents range 
in price depending on the person’s income and the apartment size. The income restrictions in 
Williamson county are based on the area Median family income of $75,900 for a family of four. 

affordable housing types in georgetown: 

low income housing tax Credit: Developers use tax credits awarded by the Texas Depart-
ment of housing and community affairs to build apartments that must remain affordable for 
at least 15 years; a certain number of units must be set aside for different income levels, 
including people who make up to 60 percent, 50 percent or 30 percent of the area Median 
family income. Developers can also have a percentage of market-rate apartments.

Section 8: There are a variety of section 8 programs with various income requirements, fund-
ing sources and stipulations. generally, section 8 is for people making the lowest incomes.  

Public housing: a person who makes 30 percent of the aMfi can qualify for affordable rent 
in a public housing development, according to the georgetown housing authority. 

30%
50%
60%
80%

$15,950  $18,200  $20,500  $22,750 

$26,600  $30,400  $34,200  $37,950 

$31,900  $36,450  $41,000  $45,500 

$42,500  $48,600  $54,650  $60,700  

source: U.s. Department of housing and Urban Development

First in Texas to perform Bronchial Thermoplasty
for patients with severe, persistent asthma!

Comprehensive, Personalized,
Compassionate Care

Saving Lives...One Breath at a Time

512-819-0132  |  www.txpulmonary.com  |  1900 Scenic Drive, Suite 2208 - Georgetown

Dr. Dominic deKeratry • Dr. Esther Fields

Also treating:

Lung Cancer • COPD • Asthma
Occupational Lung Disease • Pleural Disease

Number of people  
per household

Cypress Creek Apartment homes
120 River Bend Drive
180 units
low income housing Tax credit

Georgetown Place
805 Quail Valley Drive
176 total units, 106 affordable units
low income housing Tax credit

Georgetown Square Apartments
206 Royal Drive
55 units
section 8, section 236

Mariposa Apartment homes  
at River Bend (adults 55+)

121 River Bend Drive
201 units
low income housing Tax credit

Northwest Apartments
1623 northwest Blvd.
24 units
low income housing Tax credit; 
farmers home administration*

Parkview Place
2111 n. austin ave.
176 total units, 12 affordable units
hoMe Quail V
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Proposed Gateway Northwest 
Apartments
intersection of northwest Boulevard 
and Washam Drive
180 units 
low income housing Tax credit and 
private activity bonds

San Gabriel Senior Village
2101 Railroad st.
100 units
low income housing Tax credit, 
farmers home administration*

Shady Oaks Apartments
501 e. Janis Drive
60 units
new construction section 8,  
low income housing Tax credit

Stonehaven Apartments
210 e. 18th st.
158 units
Public housing, low income housing 
Tax credit

the Oaks at Georgetown
550 W. 22nd st.
192 units
low income housing Tax credit
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northwest Blvd.

Leander rd.
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lOW-iNCOME hOuSiNG uNit lOCAtiONS iN GEORGEtOWN

*Program for rural area; no longer available
source: georgetown 2009 comprehensive Plan draft housing element

“It takes all different income 
levels for the economy to thrive, 
and you are better off having a 
local employment base. … The 
service and retail industries—if 
you don’t have people who can 
live in town, there is not a lot of 
desire to drive 20 miles to work a 
minimum-wage job.”

—Jennifer Bills,
Georgetown housing coordinator
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When time is of the essence, you should know that in 
addition to being nationally accredited as experts in the 
treatment and care for stroke and chest pain, Scott & White 
Hospital - Round Rock Emergency Department has one of  
the shortest wait times in the country. Our ER team assesses, 
diagnoses and treats patients quickly. Whether it’s a stroke, 
heart attack or some other life threatening event, you don’t 
need help fast. You need it Scott & White EMERGENCY fast.

Then there’s Scott & White 
EMERGENCY fast.

There’s fast.

Scott & White Hospital - Round Rock
EMERGENCY DEpaRTMENT

512-509-0100

300 University Boulevard, 
Round Rock, TX

(Directly behind the Round Rock  
Premium Outlet Mall)

To see our current wait times or to learn 
more, visit roundrockemergency.sw.org
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on propane—the county has eight 
vehicles so far—would have trou-
ble finding a place to refuel. The 
stations are located in Cedar Park, 
Georgetown, Florence, Round 
Rock, Taylor and Granger. 

Although the savings the 
county is experiencing right 
now is a small part of the over-
all $126.88 million general fund 
budget, commissioners had to 
cut $2.6 million from the pro-
posed budget to reach that mark 
in 2011, and Commissioner Ron 
Morrison said any savings is ben-
eficial to the county.

“There’s an old saying, ‘You 
watch nickels and dimes, and 
dollars take care of themselves,’” 
he said. “We have to watch every 
penny, because the tax base has 
been pretty much flat the last 
three or four years or so.’”

Other benefits that made 
exploring propane attractive were 
its impact on the environment and 
reducing dependence on gasoline 
and foreign oil, Morrison said.

A Texas fuel
Propane, or liquefied petro-

leum gas, is produced as a by-
product of natural gas processing 

Propane
Continued from | 1

and crude oil refining. According 
to the U.S. Department of Energy, 
it is the world’s third most com-
mon engine fuel—trailing gaso-
line and diesel—and has been 
used to power vehicles in the 
United States since the 1920s.

Almost 97 percent of propane 
consumed in the United States 
is produced in North America, 
according to the Propane Edu-
cation and Resource Council, 
and all propane used by Wil-
liamson County for its vehicles 
comes from Texas, said former 
Fleet Manager Michael Fox, who 
retired in January.

Propane’s availability in the 
Central Texas region makes it a 
popular choice for municipali-
ties, school districts and univer-
sities seeking an alternative fuel 
for their fleets, said Stacy Neef, 
program manager of Clean Cities 
Central Texas coalition.

Sponsored by the DOE, Clean 
Cities promotes the use of alter-
native fuels and vehicles.

Fox said the county began dis-
cussing adding propane vehicles to 
its fleet in 2009. Williamson County 
received two grants—one from the 
DOE for $611,600 and one from 
the Railroad Commission of Texas 
for $208,420—that paid for con-
verting vehicles to run on propane 

and for the fueling stations, which 
cost about $60,000 each.

Additional funding
Now that the county has the 

propane stations, it is eligible 
to receive the Alternative Fuel 
Excise Tax Credit, a 50 cent per 
gallon tax credit for alterna-
tive fuels, including propane. 
Although the credit expired  
Dec. 31, the Propane Green Auto-
gas Solutions (GAS) Act of 2011 is 
a bill that proposes to extend the 
50 cent credit for five years.

Nine departments in William-
son County requested to use pro-
pane vehicles.  Most of the vehicles 
are bi-fuel, or can run on either 
propane or gasoline, but are set to 
run on propane. The county also 
purchased some Ford F-250 and 
F-350 pickup trucks with ROUSH 
CleanTech systems that are fueled 
exclusively with propane. 

Propane analysis
During one 12-month period, 

the county paid on average $1.82 
per gallon for propane, compared 
with an average of $3.15 per gal-
lon for gasoline. 

Fox also said the county 
expects to save money on oil 
changes and possibly on engine 
maintenance costs, too.

“According to the people we’ve 
talked to, the engines have a lon-
ger life on propane,” Fox said.

Because the county received 
grants to kick off its propane vehi-
cle program, the savings are imme-
diate. Without the grant money, 
the county would have spent, on 
average, $8,250 more on each vehi-
cle than on purchasing a regular 
gasoline-powered automobile. 

Fox said that without the money, 
the county would have started to 
see a return on its investment after 
about six years on a vehicle that 
has a typical lifespan of 10 years.

Clean air
In addition to financial benefits, 

the propane vehicles are helping 
the county meet the Environmental 
Protection Agency’s Clean Air Act 
standards, Morrison said.

“One of the major side benefits is 
[we are] making a small contribu-
tion to cleaner air,” he said.

Propane is one of the cleanest-
burning fossil fuels, emitting 
less carbon dioxide and harmful 
emissions than gasoline or diesel, 
according to the DOE. 

Morrison said during the com-
ing years, the county will monitor 
fuel prices and maintenance costs 
of the propane vehicles. As county 
departments request more propane 
vehicles, the county could purchase 
more, depending on available 
funding and conversion costs. 

“It’s going to be a wait-and-see, 
but we’ll gradually add more pro-
pane,” he said. “And hopefully, 
there will be more grant money to 
come through that would help us 
offset [the conversion costs].”

2009 cheVRoleT silVeRaDo 
Bi-fuEl VEhiClE

The propane tank 
holds about 40 gallons 
of fuel and is located 
in the pickup bed.

The gasoline tank's 
capacity is 26 gallons.

Samantha Bryant

Comment at impactnews.com

512.819.4555

bunions • hammertoes • pinched nerves • diabetic foot care
custom orthotics • diabetic shoes sports injuries • fractures 
ingrown toenails • warts • heel pain • fungal nails • flat feet

Dr. Renee K. Pietzsch
DPM, FACFAS

Board Certi� ed*

3316 Williams Drive, Suite 120 • Georgetown, TX 78628
Monday-Friday  • www.centexfoot.com

*Certi� ed by the American Board of Podiatric Surgery

GROWING HEALTHY FAMILIES IN OUR COMMUNITY FOR OVER 60 YEARS!

Now accepting new 
patients of all ages

ExpressCare Walk-In Clinic Now 
Open 7:30am – 4:30pm

When you need us, you’ll fi nd us 

where we always have been, 

Right in the heart of our community.

Pre-Arrangement Planning � Full Service Funeral Provider � Complete Cremation Arrangements

We honor all 
Pre-Arrangement Plans                                                                                           

(512) 869-8888          
393 North IH-35 

(Westside Service Road)
 Georgetown ,TX                    

A Community owned, 
Independent funeral 

establishment since 1994

Our experts know FIT Matters.

5525 Burnet Rd.
(just south of Koenig Ln.)

Austin, TX  78756
512-459-7603   karavelshoes.com

ROUND ROCK

201 University Oaks Blvd. #790
(near Ikea in the University Oaks
Shopping Center)
Round Rock, TX  78665
512-610-3990
newbalanceroundrock.com

Two amazing
New Balance stores!

Austin’s Premier
New Balance Shop

Our experts know
FIT Matters.

Celebrate the
NEW YEAR

with
FITNESS!

We specialize
in styles,

activities,
sizes

& widths!
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I graduated from Leander
High School in 2009.

St. David’s Neal Kocurek Scholar.

St. David’s Neal Kocurek Scholarship Program is now 
accepting applications for the graduating class of 2012.

I’m Paul, and I’m a 

I receive $6,000 a year to 
study biomedical engineering 
at UT Austin. 

I have a mentor who works 
in my field, and I’ll even get 
money for grad school.

Since 2005, more than $4 million in scholarships have been awarded to 199 Central Texas 
students studying health care in 27 colleges and universities in Texas. Maybe you’re next.

Application deadline is February 24 at midnight. 
Eligibility information and online application at 
www.stdavidsfoundation.org.



By Dale Ross
With tax law changes passed in 2010 set to 

expire after 2012, it can be important for individual 
income taxpayers to understand just what changes 
are taking place and when.

After 2012, many provisions in the tax law revert 
back to what they were before 2001. Several even 
expired in 2011.

Tax rates on both pay and investment will be set 
to spike, especially for those at the bottom rungs of 
the tax ladder, and the estate tax exemptions will 
drop dramatically unless new laws are passed before 
the old ones expire.

Taxes on investments
Rates continue at historic lows for both long-term capital 
gains and dividends. for taxpayers in the 15 percent income 
tax bracket and below—tax brackets are based on income—
the rate is zero. for those in the 25 percent bracket and 
above, the rate is 15 percent.

if congress makes no changes by the end of 2012, the long-
term capital gains tax for those in the 15 percent bracket 
goes from zero to 10 percent and the 28 percent and 39.6 
percent brackets rises from 15 percent to 20 percent.

short-term capital gains would also rise across the board.

Estate and gift taxes 
The system has been overhauled, with a top rate of 35 
percent and one exemption of $5 million per individual for 
estate, gift and generation-skipping taxes alike. for those 
who can stand to part with assets, it’s now possible to shift 
large amounts of wealth.

if congress makes no changes by the end of 2012, the estate 
tax will revert back to the 2001 rule, which is a $1 million 
exclusion and a 55 percent top rate.

The annual exclusion for tax-free gifts remains at $13,000 
per donor. a giver may give an unlimited number of $13,000 
gifts, as long as they are to different individuals. gifts of 
tuition and payments for medical care are also exempt.

Payroll taxes
one of the most significant changes in 2011 was a 
temporary 2 percent cut in the employee’s share of social 
security taxes, saving a maximum of $2,136 per worker. 
for someone making $50,000, this amounted to approxi-
mately $1,000 during the course of the year. This item was 
scheduled to expire at the end of 2011; however, congress 
has granted a two-month extension that will expire at the 
end of february unless it is extended again.

Alternative Minimum Tax (AMT) 
The “patch” enacted by congress sets the aMT 
exemption at $47,450 for single filers and $74,450 for 
married couples. 

The aMT expired at the end of 2011. however, con-
gress has traditionally and consistently extended it 
each tax year and will most likely extend it for tax year 
2012 in December 2013.

ROTH IRA conversion
The income limit for conversions has been permanently 
removed, so in 2011 all taxpayers may still convert or-
dinary iRas into Roth iRas. But taxpayers who converted 
Roth iRas in 2011 no longer have the option of deferring 
conversion income into later years, as was true for 2010 
conversions. Those who converted in 2010 had until oc-
tober 17, 2011, to decide whether to use this deferral.

Energy tax credits for homeowners
lawmakers extended the credit for energy-efficient 
improvements from 2010, but tweaked it. The amount 
of the credit has shrunk to a maximum of $500 per 
taxpayer per lifetime, so those who took 2010’s $1,500 
credit don’t qualify. The current version of this credit 
expired at the end of 2011.

Other changes
The $250 deduction for teacher classroom expenses, a 
deduction for state sales taxes in lieu of state income tax 
deduction, and the tax-free donation of iRa proceeds to 
charity expired at the end of 2011.

Tax laws slated to change soon WheRe To geT 
fREE tAx PREPARAtiON SERViCES
Services through the Williamson  
County financial Stability Coalition

no appointments necessary. Returns are filed electronically.
taxpayers must bring:
•	 Valid driver’s license or photo iD
•	 all W-2s and 1099 forms (if any)
•	 social security cards for taxpayers and all dependents 
•	 Birthdates for all dependents
•	 Day care receipts and provider iD number
•	 education receipts (if any)
•	 Your spouse, if filing a joint return
•	 interest and dividend statements from your bank/savings
•	 Mortgage property taxes or interest (if any)
•	 Bank account number and routing number for direct deposit (a 

voided check is best)

Volunteer income tax Assistance sites
for those who made less than $50,000 in 2011

Georgetown
georgetown community Resource center
805	W.	University	Ave.	•	Through	April	16	
Wed. 4:30–8:30 p.m.; sat. 9 a.m.–3 p.m.

leander
Leander	Library,	1011	S.	Bagdad	Road	•	Through	April	16
Mon. and Thu. 4:30–8:30 p.m.; sat. 9 a.m.–3 p.m.  
(closed feb. 20)

taylor
Taylor	City	Hall,	400	Porter	St.	•	Through	April	16
Mon. and Wed. 4:30–8:30 p.m.; sat. 9 a.m.–3 p.m.

Round Rock
Round	Rock	Library,	216	E	Main	St.	•	Through	April	16
Mon. and Thu. 4:30–8:30 p.m.; sat. 9:30 a.m.–5:30 p.m.; sun. 
1:30–5:30 p.m.; Wed. 4:30–8:30 during february only; library 
closed feb. 20–21, March 12–18 and april 8

AARP tax-Aide sites 
no age or income restrictions

Cedar Park 
Cedar	Park	Library,	550	Discovery	Blvd.	•	Through	April	11
Wed. noon–4 p.m.

Georgetown
georgetown community Resource center 
805	W.	University	Ave.	•	Through	April	11
Wed. noon–4 p.m.

sun city cowan creek amenity center
1433	Cool	Spring	Way	•	Through	April	12
Tue. and Thu. noon–4 p.m.

leander
Leander	Library,	1011	S.	Bagdad	Road	•	Through	April	12
Thu. noon–4 p.m.

Round Rock
Baca	Senior	Center,	301	W	Bagdad	Ave.	•	Through	April	16
Mon. and Wed. 10 a.m.–2 p.m.

taylor
Taylor	Library,	801	Vance	St.	•	Through	Feb.	28
Mon.–Wed. noon–4 p.m.
feb. 28–april 11
Wed. noon–4 p.m.

for additional information on the Williamson county financial 
stability coalition, visit www.wilcofreetaxprep.org,  
email coalition@unitedway-wc.org or call 255-6799
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& COIN MART
Locally owned by a native Texan

Joe Scott Gilbert R-3160682

Coins
Swiss Watches
Sterling Flatware 
Gold & 
Diamond Jewelry

Bring your

quality pieces
Paying more for

s

3415 Williams Dr., Ste. 110
Georgetown, TX 78628

(512) 948-7531

Monday-Friday 10-6 
Saturday 10-4 | Sunday closed
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Georgetown TV & Audio
Family focused on customer service

D etleff Knoll wasn’t born 
in Texas—or even the 
United States—but he 

got here as fast as he could. 
Knoll opened his first store 

selling and repairing televisions 
in Luetjenburg, Germany, in 
1971, but after several trips to 
the United States with his wife, 
Connie, the couple decided to 
move to America. 

“In the 1970s, we made three 
independent trips to the United 
States, and we fell in love with 
this country,” Knoll said. “After 
the third trip, we decided to 
move to America.”

Fast forward several years, 
and the couple and their four 
children moved to Texas. Their 
children ranged from a year 
old to 8 years old at the time. 
The couple bought Fred’s TVs 
in Marble Falls, which sold TVs 
and other appliances. 

“[It was] a beautiful little 
mom and pop store,” Knoll said. 

After two years, Knoll and his 

wife changed the name to C&D 
TV, and five years after coming 
to America, the family applied 
for and received their United 
States citizenship.

The Knolls sold the shop 
after owning the business for 
more than 25 years and moved 
to Georgetown, where Knoll 
opened Georgetown TV & 
Audio off of East University 
Avenue.

“Our business is not built on 
selling TVs. Our business is built 
on customer relationships and 
service,” Knoll said. “I highlight 
the name service more than 
anything else because we are not 
in [business] for the huge things; 
we are for the daily customer 
who walks into my store.”

Knoll runs the business with 
the help of his youngest son, 
Thomas, who works full time in 
the store as a technician. 

Along with his son, Knoll’s 
daughter, Jessica Sharpe, works 
in the store. 

“We are a family business,” he 
said. “My daughter works here 
part time unfortunately. I wish 
she was here every day, but she 
has family, too. My son is here 
full time. He spends probably 
60 hours a week. I do the same 
hours, because we are a father-
and-son business.”

Along with family, Knoll 
employs four other technicians 
who install TVs and audio 
systems. 

“We don’t subcontract any-
body to install your TV,” he 
said. “It is my technicians, and 
they do the job right.”

Knoll added that his techni-
cians will also help customers 
move old TVs, hide cables and 
program remote controls, because 
after all, he said, customer service 
is the name of the game. 

“It’s about personal, friendly 
business,” he said. “We keep 
the promise we say and finish 
the job.”

georgetown TV & audio staff 
(from left) sam Maspero,  

Jessica sharpe, James 
Transou, connie Knoll, 

Thomas Knoll, Detleff Knoll, 
Tom Digiuseppe, Jeremiah 

Johnson   

 Detleff Knoll has sold TVs for more than 30 years.

 Thomas Knoll repairs televisions with his 
father at georgetown TV & audio.

Georgetown tV & Audio
4201 e. University ave.
930-2299 • www.georgetowntvandaudio.com
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five dumplings stuffed with pork, mushrooms and 
onions are served with a sweet soy dipping sauce. 

chicken pad ped basil is served with black sauce, 
onion, chili, garlic, fresh basil and jalapeños. 

seasonal favorite sweet rice with fresh mango is 
topped with roasted sesame seeds over a sticky, 
sweet bed of steamed rice with sweet milk. 

7th St.

8th St.

C
hu

rc
h 

S
t.

M
ai

n 
S

t.

A
us

tin
 A

ve
.

dininG

Dia thai Cuisine
Restaurateur brings Thai food to Georgetown

Dia Thai cuisine owner Dia ewton welcomes diners to her restaurant for lunch and dinner six days a week 
in downtown georgetown. she opened the eatery in september 2008. 

When Dia Ewton opened her 
namesake Thai restaurant in 
downtown Georgetown, she 

knew she wanted to serve accessible Asian 
food in an untapped market.

“I would drive my car around George-
town, and I saw it was quiet and unique,” 
she said. “I thought, ‘Here is a small town 
with no Thai food.’ So it’s a good market.”

Ewton said the restaurant’s location 
on the Square makes Dia Thai Cuisine 
convenient for families who do not want 
to cook every night. 

In the three years since the restaurant’s 
opening, Ewton said she created a menu 
full of the best noodle, rice, soup and 
salad plates at affordable prices.

“[The menu] is small, but if you see five 
pages of food, you don’t know what to 
choose, and I think it’s complicated for 
people to choose what to eat,” she said.

Ewton spent her early years in Thai-
land, where she said much of her family 

still works in restaurants, serving steam-
ing plates of fried dumplings, pad thai and 
green curry. But Ewton said for her restau-
rant, she customizes classic Thai dishes to 
accommodate Texans’ taste buds.

“Here I use my own recipes, and some 
are different because we have to adapt to 
the tastes of the people,” she said. “I can 
do almost everything, even if it’s not on 
my menu. If I have enough ingredients to 
make it, I will.”

While Thai food can be spicy, Ewton 
said she can adjust the level of spice in 
each dish to make sure none of the dishes 
are too spicy for her guests.

With a staff of seven, Ewton runs the 
restaurant six days a week, cooking, 
cleaning, buying groceries and managing. 
She said she’s proud to serve the only Thai 
food in Georgetown.

“I will not let my food go out if it’s 
not any good,” she said. “If something is 
wrong, I will fix it.”

By Emilie Boenig

Classic appetizers
dia thai Cuisine offers a variety of classic 
thai appetizers for guests.  

• Spring rolls ($3.50)

• egg rolls ($4.50)

• Cheese rolls ($4.50)

• Fried tofu ($4.50)

• Satay ($6)

• dumplings ($6)

• Fish cake ($6)

• Coconut shrimp ($7)

• Sampler tray ($9)

Best sellers
owner dia ewton said the top-selling 
noodle dish is pad thai. Yellow and green 
curry dishes are also popular. 

the dia thai Cuisine menu lists about 30 
lunch and dinner entrees, in addition to 
soup and salad options, for $14 or less. 
Guests can select their own meat or tofu for 
most dishes.

ewton said she purchases as many fresh 
ingredients as possible to reproduce dishes 
similar to those served in her native country 
of thailand.

Desserts galore
the restaurant sells five desserts that 
highlight thai flavors. 

• Fried banana with honey ($3)

• Coconut, vanilla or green tea ice cream ($3)

• Fried ice cream ($4.50)

• Sweet rice with fresh mango ($4.50)

• Sweet rice with coconut custard ($4.50)

Dia thai Cuisine 
114 e. seventh st., ste. 105
868-0023
www.diacuisine.com
Mon.–Thu. 11 a.m.–3 p.m., 5–9 p.m. 
fri.–sat. 11 a.m.–3 p.m., 5–10 p.m.
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Bringing luxury to Georgetown

IN THE ARBORETUM AREA.IN THE ARBORETUM AREA

9 9 1 0  S t o n e l a k e  B l v d   •   A u s t i n ,  T X  7 8 7 5 9   •   ( 5 1 2 ) 3 4 3 . 3 4 0 0   •   TO L L  F R E E  ( 8 0 0 ) 9 0 . L E X U S   •   w w w. L e x u s o f A u s t i n . c o m

2013 GS 350 LEASE

$599 mo. 36 mos.
$2,995 due at signing.

Excludes offi cial fees, taxes and dealer charges. 
No security deposit required.

2012 IS 250 LEASE

$349 mo. 36 mos.
$2,500 due at signing.

Excludes offi cial fees, taxes and dealer charges. 
No security deposit required.

2013 GS 350 2012 IS 25050

* 2013 GS 350: Available on approved credit to qualifi ed customers through Lexus Financial Services and participating Lexus dealers on a new 2012 IS 250 Sedan RWD. Not all customers will qualify. Offer based on MSRP of $36,722 including delivery, processing and handling. Monthly payment may vary 
depending on fi nal price of vehicle & your qualifi cations. At vehicle turn in a disposition fee will be charged. You pay $0.25 per mile over 10,000 per year. See dealer for vehicle and lease program details. Must take delivery by 2/29/12. This offer is available in TX, OK, LA, AR, MS, TN, AL, GA, FL, SC, NC. 

*2012 IS 250: Available on approved credit to qualifi ed customers through Lexus Financial Services and participating Lexus dealers on a new 2013 GS 350 RWD. Not all customers will qualify. Offer based on MSRP of $52,017 including delivery, processing, and handling. Monthly payment may vary depending 
on fi nal price of vehicle & your qualifi cations. At vehicle turn in a disposition fee will be charged. You pay $0.25 per mile over 10,000 per year. See dealer for vehicle and lease program details. Must take delivery by 2/29/12. This offer is available in TX, OK, LA, AR, MS, TN, AL, GA, FL, SC, NC.

Courthouse
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CONFIDENCE

Must present coupon. 
Expires 3/16/12

Located in the Austin Avenue Medical Plaza  |  3201 South Austin Avenue, Suite #305, Georgetown

512-686-1650 • www.georgetownplasticsurgery.com

LocLocateated id in tn thehe AuAustin Avenue Medical Plaza  |  3201 South Austistin An Avenvenueue, SuSuiteite #3#305,

512-686-1650 • www.georgetownplasticsurgery.com

Laser 
Treatment 
ConsultationCO

M
PL

IM
EN

TA
RY

INTRODUCING 

XEOMIN AT 
$7/UNIT

(BOTOX $9/UNIT)

Must present coupon. 
Expires 3/16/12

$50 OFF
DERMAL 
FILLERS

Heart disease is the No. 1 killer 
of women in the United States, 
and its symptoms are sometimes 
unexpected—jaw pain, cold 
sweats and nausea, to name a 
few. The Seton Heart Institute 
Women’s Heart Program is 
dedicated to helping women 
identify their risk factors for heart 
disease and providing care that is 
tailored to their unique needs.  

To schedule an appointment, 
please call (512) 324-4812 or visit 
SetonHeart.com/women.

Because a woman’s 
heart speaks its 
own language.

Mary J. Borses, MD  •  Fotini M. Chalkias, MD 
Caitlin M. Giesler, MD  •  Charlie Simpson, ACNP
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By Beth Wade

Stephanie Blanck
Educator gives back through volunteering  

T o say Stephanie Blanck is involved 
in the Georgetown community is a 
bit of an understatement. 

Blanck, who currently serves as the 
interim executive director for George-
town Partners in Education, has served 
on a multitude of boards and volunteers 
her time with several area organizations.

“There was a day when I was a young 
mom [and a young] professional in town, 
and I would see people like Jo Ann Ford, 
Barbara Pearce and Barbara Brightwell, 
and because of my work, our paths 
crossed a lot,” Blanck said. “They were the 
people I always looked up to, and I would 
be like, ‘If I could just be like them, and 
if I could just have an impact like them.’ 
And then I realized I became them.”

Blanck moved to Georgetown with her 
husband and the couple’s 1-month-old 
daughter in 1980 while working for six 
school districts throughout Bell County as 
a licensed specialist in school psychology. 
In 1986, Blanck began working in George-
town ISD after having her second child. 

For her first seven years in the district, 
she worked at three elementary schools 
before becoming assistant principal at 

stephanie Blanck currently serves as interim executive director for georgetown Partners in education. she 
has also volunteered her time with many georgetown organizations.
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Annie Purl Elementary School.
“That year that I was assistant princi-

pal of Annie Purl was probably my most 
favorite ever of any job I have ever had,” 
Blanck said. 

Blanck was then approached to become 
the director of special education for 
the district. She was also a member of 
the Texas Council of Administrators of 
Special Education, of which she became 
president and traveled to Washington, 
D.C., to advocate for special education. 

“I’m a very analytical person, and if I 
hadn’t gone into education, I should have 
gone into law,” Blanck said. “I found that, 
that was my gift … I could take this law, 
and I could actually turn it into a flow-
chart process with forms that go with it.”

Blanck retired from the district in 2009, 
but her retirement has not equaled rest. 

She started her own business, IEP Asso-
ciates, through which she is an educational 
consultant, but it is Partners in education 
and her volunteer work that seem to take 
up most of her time, she said. 

Blanck serves on several boards, includ-
ing the Georgetown Chamber of Com-
merce, Seeds of Strength and Community 

Montessori School boards of directors. 
“I’m not the kind of person that says, 

‘Ra, ra, ra. Look what I’m doing.’ There’s a 
need, you fill it,” Blanck said.

She is also actively involved in the cham-
ber as an ambassador and in the Leader-
ship Georgetown and Junior Leadership 
programs. She helps as a mentor and 
volunteers her time with Victim Services, 
the Exceptional Georgetown Alliance, 
Georgetown Area Junior Forum and Wil-
liamson County Community Coordinated 
Child Care (WC4C)—just to name a few.

“People say, ‘I don’t know how you do 
it.’ But it’s who I am,” Blanck said. “I’m the 
magician with the plates, and I make sure I 
get back to the first one and keep it going.”

Blanck said her goal for 2012 is to focus 
on being a worker bee.

“I will serve at the serving line,” Blanck 
said. “I will stand in front of Walmart in 
107 degrees begging for money for Fill the 
Bus, but I don’t want to be in charge.”

Blanck was named Volunteer of the Year 
by the Georgetown Chamber of Commerce 
at its annual awards banquet Feb. 3.

$17.95

$59.95

Celebrating 33 Years

We’re Proud to Serve Georgetown! Plus Cedar Park and Austin! 

AUSTIN
405 W. Slaughter Lane

Austin, TX  78748
512.291.6789

 
CEDAR PARK

1335 E. Whitestone Blvd., 
Building 1 

Cedar Park, TX  78613
512.456.2500

See store manager for details on all of the above

$129.95

• Lube, Oil & Filter Change
• Air Filter
• Cabin Air Filter (may require 

additional labor)
• Replace engine coolant
• Pressure test cooling 

systems
• Scan on-board computer 

for codes
• Clean & Adjust Rear Brakes
• Complete vehicle inspection 

(approx. 52 points)

• Perform road test
• Service Transmission (filter is 

additional if required)
• Rotate Tires
• Battery Service

We are the experts!  Many auto 
repair facilities do not have the 
trained technicians or the right 
equipment to diagnose and repair 
anti-lockbrake systems...we do!  

Same day service available on most cars & light 
trucks.*Also includes cleaning and adjusting 
brakes or a FREE oil Change! 

$79.95

$139.95

Price includes up to one hour of 
diagnosis.  In some cases, more 
than one hour may be required.
 

Gift Cards
Available!

www.SunAutoServiceUSA.com

We Welcome All Your Questions!
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The Christi Center
Group lends peer support to help grievers 
cope with loss of loved ones

A fter seeking community support 
when their 20-year-old daughter, 
Christi, was killed by a drunk 

driver in 1985, Susan and Don Cox 
decided to fill the void they found in local 
resources available to help individuals 
cope with the loss of a loved one.

“[The Coxes’] experience was that 
everyone they knew expected them to 
grieve for a respectable amount of time, 
but then get over it and move on,” said 
Cara Fox, executive director of The 
Christi Center, the nonprofit support 
organization the couple founded in 1987. 
“The most comfort they found was in 
gathering with other people who had lost 
loved ones and knew what it felt like.”

The Christi Center, which is headquar-
tered off Burnet Road in Central Austin, 
offers peer support for individuals who 
have lost a spouse, child, parent, friend or 
neighbor. The center is open to all Central 
Texas residents, including those from Wil-
liamson, Hays and Bastrop counties. The 
organization also keeps a satellite office 
at the Georgetown Community Resource 
Center, 805 W. University Ave., to help 
adult residents cope with their loss. 

The center also provides very limited 
individualized services.

“Susan and Don know 24 years’ worth 
of people and their stories, and Susan 
never forgets anything, ever. They are just 
the heart and soul of this organization,” 
Fox said. 

The Christi Center has received huge 
support from the community, Fox said, 
which has helped the organization grow 
the services it provides as well as the 
space in which it resides.

 “What’s amazing about this organiza-
tion is everybody knows somebody,” she 
said. “We have this amazing group of 
people who come through the program, 

nonProFit

By Andrea Leptinsky

the Christi Center 
Georgetown satellite office
georgetown community Resource center
805 W. University ave.
467-2600 • www.fortheloveofchristi.org

The christi center executive Director cara fox stands in front of the center’s heart wall, a space designed 
to honor members’ loved ones who have died.

and they’re just so grateful that they want 
to give back in any way that they can.”

 As part of the center’s expansion that 
was completed this summer, the organiza-
tion received $25,000 in in-kind dona-
tions from members and the community 
to fund the task. Additionally, more than 
110 volunteers donated their time to the 
center in 2011, resulting in 9,284 hours of 
service The Christi Center received. That 
equated to several full-time positions the 
center did not have to pay for, Fox said.

To bring those in the community suf-
fering from grief and loss together, the 
center hosts a variety of weekly classes 
based on both age and circumstance. 

While The Christi Center provides 
classes for adults, it also offers support 
groups for those who lost a loved one in 
a violent crime, as well as a session for 
survivors of suicide. 

“Our hours of operation are techni-
cally 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., but we have groups 
almost every night of the week. Someone 
is here almost all the time,” Fox said, 
adding that new members can walk in at 
any time during the day to sign up for the 
center’s services.

The Christi Center offers its services 
free of charge, Fox said, in order to help all 
individuals seeking support through grief.

“All of our services are free of charge, 
and that’s a fundamental philosophy we 
have,” she said. “We don’t want cost to be 
a barrier. People are dealing with enough 
things when they come here.” 

While ongoing recovery and support is a 
primary theme at The Christi Center, so is 
remembrance. The center features a heart 
wall, which was constructed in the center’s 
addition that was completed in June. 

“We had a number of people who 
wanted to memorialize their loved ones, 
so some people chose to put a loved one’s 

name up on the heart wall,” Fox said. 
“We had an artist donate the mural, and 
we still have names going up on an ongo-
ing basis.”

For group schedules, locations and 
more information, call 467-2600 or visit 
www.fortheloveofchristi.org.

susan and Don cox, founders of The christi center, 
placed a stone for their late daughter, christi, in the 
building’s front healing garden.

although The christi center began serving the 
community in 1987, it moved into its 2307 han-
cock Drive residence in austin in 1996 to accom-
modate its growing presence.
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CHAMBer oF CoMMerCe

Georgetown Chamber 
of Commerce
Annual awards banquet 2012

georgetown Community Impact Newspaper 
general Manager Karin Jahnke presents  
airBorn inc. Vice President of governmental 
affairs clint Barton with the large Business of 
the Year award.

Kirk Kriegel (left) with U.s. leadership presents 
Vic figurelli with the chamber’s citizen of the 
Year award. 

(from left) cornerstone award winners cindy Thompson for the education cornerstone, nancy 
Benold and chris spence with Wesleyan homes for the health care cornerstone, linda lipscomb 
with the georgetown Police Department Victim services Program for the public safety corner-
stone, and chris aadnesen with georgetown Rail equipment co. for the economic development 
cornerstone accept their awards with georgetown chamber of commerce President Mel Pend-
land. The four cornerstone winners represent members of the community who have contributed 
to the chamber’s vision of georgetown as the best community of 100,000 citizens in the nation.  

(from left) georgetown chamber of commerce 2012 chairman of the Board Marlene McMichael 
and emcee Ron garland present the small Business of the year award to len and Judy lester, 
owners of The escape fine crafts and gifts.

first Texas Bank Vice President Bill 
stanley (left) presents The caring Place 
executive Director John stock with the 
chamber’s Jesse “Buzz” sawyer award.

Martha Diaz hurtado college Town award winners (from left) 
george and Barbara Brightwell talk to southwestern University 
President Jake schrum during the awards presentation.

georgetown chamber of commerce Member-
ship Director lori anderson (left) congratulates 
ambassador of the Year linda Moffett, publisher 
of Focus on Georgetown Magazine.

georgetown chamber of commerce Vice President 
Karen sheldon (left) presents the Volunteer of the 
Year award to Partners in education interim execu-
tive Director stephanie Blanck. 

georgetown chamber of commerce President Mel Pendland 
begins the awards portion of the banquet.

The Georgetown Chamber of Commerce 
hosted its annual awards banquet Feb. 3 at 
Gabriel Springs Event Center. The chamber 
gave out several awards and recapped its 
activities from 2011. 
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Presents:

A Very Special Lunch and Learn for Mentors
Thursday, March 8, 2012  |  11:00 – 1:00 

Georgetown Chamber of Commerce, 100 Stadium Drive

Dr. Eric Cupp

United Way of
Williamson County

Georgetown Partners in 
Education is supported in part by:

WHAT ALL AT-RISK KIDS NEED TO HEAR:

Relationships open hearts.  Open hearts create 
receptive ears.  Receptive ears absorb messages 
that change lives. In this keynote, Dr. Cupp shares 
the messages of hope he has been sharing with 

teenagers for thirty years.  He truly believes that if 
you love them, they will listen and they will change.

Lunch will be provided to those who 
pre-register, limited to first 100
Registration closes March 2nd

For additional information or to register, go to 
www.georgetownpie.org; or call 512-943-5137

The Collector
Gold & Silver, Jewelry,
Flatware, and Coins

|
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M arch 9 marks 120 years since the 
cornerstone was laid for First 
United Methodist Church, but the 

church’s presence in Georgetown extends 
back even further.

Shortly after Georgetown’s own incep-
tion in 1848, the Annual Texas Conference 
instructed James W. Lloyd to organize 
Georgetown Mission Church in 1849, 
according to a history of the church by 
local historian Clara Scarbrough. 

The fledgling congregation was served 
by traveling circuit preachers and did not 
have a meeting place of its own until 1874, 
when the trustees of the school that would 
become Southwestern University agreed to 
let the congregation meet in the univer-
sity’s chapel.

Southwestern University’s original 
building was located where Williams 
Elementary School currently stands in the 
500 block of East University Avenue. The 
church’s first full-time pastor, James Camp-
bell, was a Southwestern graduate and 
began leading the congregation in 1879, 
according to a Texas Historical Marker.

The Methodist church then built a 
chapel to meet in on Southwestern’s 
property in 1882. 

After about nine years, the congrega-
tion decided to build again, this time at 
the church’s current location on University 
Avenue. Construction lasted from 1891–93 
and would cost about $25,000, according 
to Scarbrough.

The building is covered in native lime-
stone and is constructed in the Gothic 
Revival style. Robert S. Hyer, a South-
western professor of physics, designed 
the building. 

Stained-glass windows were installed in 
June 1893, and the formal dedication of the 
church took place in 1896. 

In 1930, a religious education building 

The first United Methodist church, shown in this undated photo, was built between 1891 and 1893. 

was built along the west wall of the church. 
The three-story building also included a 
basement and contained meeting and class-
room space as well as a kitchen.

“That was quite a thing to do because it 
was in the depths of the Depression,” said 
Dr. Doug Benold, who has been a member 
of the church since 1934. “It took them 
awhile to get it paid off.”

During the 1950s, the church com-
pleted a restoration and renovation 
project that included modifications in 
the sanctuary and education building, 
and the stained-glass windows were also 
restored in the 1970s.

The 1970s and 1980s marked a time of 
growth for the church, so plans were made 
to expand again. Benold said Tom Graves 
was the pastor from 1970–78.

“He was a very popular pastor, and the 
town was beginning to grow,” Benold said.

To keep pace with the increased mem-
bership, construction began in 1986 on 
the Genevieve Atkin Educational Activi-
ties Building. 

Further growth necessitated a remodel 
of the 1930s education building as well as 
6,800 more square feet in two stories, a 
covered driveway and covered walkway on 
the south side of the building in 1994.

In 2006, construction was finished on 
the Eric McKinney Center, which is located 
directly across Ash Street from the church. 
Now headed by Pastor Steve Langford, 
First United Methodist Church has 2,373 
people on its membership rolls, according 
to its 2011 end of year report.

first united  
Methodist Church 
410 e. University ave.
863-2370 
www.fumcgt.org

By Samantha Bryant

first united Methodist Church 
Congregation dates back to Georgetown’s earliest days
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Introducing the Zoom Revolution 
- amazing hearing technology designed 
to do what our own ears can’t.  

Imagine zooming in 
on a single conversation 
in a noisy restaurant

ZERO IN ON ZOOM!

February 28th - March 1st

1530 Sun City Blvd, Suite 140
Georgetown, TX 78633

512-686-2490
By Appointment Only.  Space is limited.

You’re eligible to participate in the following:

• A FREE hearing screening

• A FREE Zoom Technology demonstration

• FREE cleaning and analysis of your current hearing aids 
(for wearers)

• “ZERO IN ON ZOOM” Event Exclusive - $500 off of 
Phonak Spice Premium or Advanced hearing aids or 
a free wireless accessory.

Join us for a special 
Zoom Technology Demonstration!

www.HearLifeAgain.com

estes
H E A R I N G  C E N T E R S

audiology
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MEET OUR PHYSICIANS

Scott & White has a growing family of  
physicians and specialists, conveniently 
located to meet your every healthcare need. 
We are committed to providing the finest 
care to the families of Central Texas. We’re 
continually improving our group practice for 
the optimal patient experience.

Get to know all of our services and providers.  
512-509-0200 
sw.org

April M. Calderon, MD
Family Medicine
Scott & White Clinic –  
Round Rock West

Sean Coughlin, MD
Internal Medicine
Scott & White Clinic –  
425 University Boulevard

Amy B. Stancoven, MD
Cardiology
Scott & White Hospital –  
Round Rock

Christopher M. Farmer, MD 
Internal Medicine
Scott & White Clinic –  
Georgetown

Javinder Goraya, MD
Pulmonology
Scott & White Hospital –  
Round Rock

Jose F. Pliego, MD
Reproductive Endocrinology
Scott & White Clinic –  
Round Rock

Toby Blumenthal
Williamson County resident’s passion for  
music makes melodic impact on community

Toby Blumenthal, a Williamson 
County resident and renowned 
pianist, discovered music at a 

young age and has been working to bring 
that same joy to students in Williamson 
County and across the nation. 

Blumenthal serves on the Round Rock 
Symphony Orchestra board, which relies 
on concert proceeds and donations to 
stay active. The group, along with the 
Georgetown Festival of the Arts is hosting 
a chamber music concert Feb. 26 featur-
ing Blumenthal and her former student, 
Elizabeth Pitcairn, a renowned violinist.  

The Red Violin concert will begin at 
4 p.m. at Klett Performing Arts Center, 
2211 N. Austin Ave., in Georgetown. 

Pitcairn will perform on her 1720 “Red 
Mendelssohn” Stradivarius violin, which 
was auctioned by Christie’s auction 
house in 1990 and is said to be the inspi-
ration for the Academy Award–winning 
movie, “The Red Violin.” 

The pair have also been invited to 
perform a concert for 1,200 Georgetown 
ISD fourth and fifth graders Feb. 24, and 
Blumenthal will be participating in the 

ArtS

By Christine Bolaños

Williamson county resident Toby Blumenthal has played piano with the chicago symphony orchestras.
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to support ChAMPS, send a check to:
P.o. Box 163501
austin, TX 78716-3501

Georgetown Festival of Arts for the sec-
ond consecutive year, which will be held 
May 31–June 3.

Blumenthal credits music for giv-
ing her some of the best things in life: 
a shared passion with her late husband, 
Bert Phillips; an entire extended family 
of students; and lifetime bonds with fel-
low musicians.

She began playing the piano at age 7, 
and by age 13 she performed at a concert 
as a piano soloist with the Chicago Sym-
phony Orchestra after winning an area-
wide competition for the opportunity.

“When I had an opportunity to play 
in front of that amazing orchestra, it was 
almost overwhelming. It wasn’t that I had 
difficulty doing it initially, but when I 
finished the performance, the magnitude 
of the whole thing really hit me. I decided 
that’s what I wanted to do … to become a 
professional musician,” she said.

Since then, Blumenthal has per-
formed as piano soloist for the Chicago 
and Houston symphony orchestras, 
cofounded an international music 
camp now in its 32nd year and received 

acclaim for her chamber music perfor-
mances with the Philadelphia Orchestra. 

She moved to Round Rock about two 
years ago and quickly made her mark in 
the local music community by becoming 
involved with the Round Rock Symphony 
Orchestra and CHAMPS (Chamber 
Music in Public Schools), taking on the 
role of CHAMPS director in April 2011. 

CHAMPS is an educational branch 
of Salon Concerts Inc. that provides 
free weekly professional chamber music 
coaching to 13 public middle and high 
schools in Austin, Eanes, Lake Travis 
and Round Rock school districts.

The organization does not offer ser-
vices in Georgetown ISD, but Blumen-
thal said she would like to branch out to 
more schools in Williamson County. 

“A lot of schools would like to have us, 
but it costs a lot of money for each school,” 
she said. “I have already been over to see 
JD Janda [Georgetown ISD director of Fine 
Arts], and he’s very interested.”
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Put Your Best Face Forward
The Seton Institute of Reconstructive Plastic Surgery is the region’s only resource 

for five highly specialized centers of expertise in one place: The Advanced Facial 

Surgery, Hand, Breast, Wound Care and Plastic Surgery Centers. 

The face you present to the world can impact your self confidence. Whether 

you’ve suffered injury or disease, or just wish to enhance your appearance 

through non-invasive cosmetic treatments or cosmetic surgery – we can help. 

The ADVANCED FACIAL SURGERY CENTER offers safe, comprehensive 

procedures for the head, face and jaw that lend quality, natural results.

To schedule a consultation, please call toll-free 
(877) 977-3866.

SetonPlasticSurgery.com

Austin
Clinical Education Center 

at Brackenridge
1400 N IH-35, 

Suite 320
Austin, TX 78701

Round Rock
Seton Williamson 

Medical Plaza I
301 Seton Parkway, 

Suite 402
Round Rock, TX 78665

Bill Engvall 
Celebrity Bowling 
Tournament

February 23, 2012
Mel’s Lone Star Lanes

Georgetown, TX

Tickets and information at

www.unitedway-wc.org

Honoring Janet Engvall McTigue and benefiting 

United Way of Williamson County 

619 S. Heatherwilde Blvd. • Pfl ugerville, TX 78660 • P (512) 989-6900 • F (512) 989-6901
WWW.DRBAINPEDIATRICDENTIST.COM

New Patients Welcome!
FROM FIRST TOOTH TIL 16

• P� ugerville’s � rst Pediatric Dentist.

• Most insurance accepted. As a 
courtesy, we will � le primary 
insurance for you.

• Kids love our state of the art facility, 
gaming arcade, and movies while 
you wait.

• Specializing in special needs 
patients of all ages.

• In o�  ce sedation and hospital 
privileges.

facebook.com/drbaindentistryforchildren
Like us on facebook! For special o� ers, contests 

and cavity free club pictures.
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reGionAL —Abridged stories from our other editions

Impacts

reGionAL —Abridged stories from our other editions Full stories at impactnews.com

Now Open
Northwest Austin Hatbox: 
A Modern Haberdashery 
opened Dec. 23 at The Domain, 
11401 Century Oaks Terrace, 
Ste. 129. The new location is the 
second Hatbox, which sells a 
variety of hats for men, women 
and children. The Domain 
store carries higher-end 
designers including Stetson, 
Dobbs, Cha Cha’s House of Ill 
Repute and Eugenia Kim.  
833-9595, www.hatbox.com

Leander Couples Aaron and 
Amy Santos and David and 
Heather Tworoger opened Two 
Saints Baking Co. & Café in 
Old Town Leander at 106 W. 
Willis St. on Jan. 16. The eatery 
offers baked goods, sandwiches, 
soups, gourmet coffee and daily 
lunch specials. 260-5700. 

Round Rock Play for All 
Abilities Park opened at 151 
N. A.W. Grimes Blvd. in Febru-
ary. The 51,000-square-foot 
park includes several pods 
designed to help all children—
especially those with special 
needs—develop life skills. The 
park includes a retreat pod, 
a sensory pod sand box, rock 
band pod, rolling hill/perfor-
mance lawn, sensory pod, all 
abilities playscape and swings, 
and a Brushy Creek Village life 
skills area. 341-3361, 
www.roundrocktexas.gov

Hutto The owners of DMR 
Productions are building a 
recording studio in Hutto at 
105 Tradesman Drive, Ste. 
C. Spider and the Fly Studio 
opened Feb. 7. DMR Produc-
tions was founded in October 
2011 and represents, manages, 
produces and promotes artists 
in the entertainment industry. 
585-3867, 
www.dmrproductions.org

Pflugerville Community 
Cars Inc., located at 16708 Pica-
dilly Court, Ste. 106, unveiled 
the first Kenguru—a small, 
yellow electric vehicle designed 
to be driven while sitting in a 
wheelchair—on Jan. 19. The 
vehicles are manufactured in 
Pflugerville. 888-477-7106, 
www.kenguru.com

Top Stories

Indoor sports complex planning under way
Round Rock The Round 

Rock City Council formally 
approved $7.8 million in bonds 
for its long-awaited indoor 
sports complex Jan. 26, mov-
ing the project one step closer 
to its estimated December 2013 
completion date.

The sports complex is expected 
to fill a hole in the schedule for 
“The Sports Capital of Texas” 
which, until the $12 million 
facility is completed, does not 
have the ability to hold large 
indoor sporting events on the 
same scale as its outdoor events.

The facility is expected to draw 
thousands of visitors to the city 

yearly, generating additional tax 
revenue and further cementing 
the city’s image as a sports mecca. 

The indoor sports complex, 
which is planned for 23.65 acres 
near the intersection of FM 3406 
and Chisholm Trail Road, will 
likely be 75,000–85,000 square-
feet, Round Rock General Services 
Director Chad McDowell said. 

McDowell said he expects plans 
to be finished in about six months 
with construction starting in 
October. And while the initial 
cost estimate is set at $12 million, 
McDowell said he expects it could 
go up as plans are drawn.

Full story by Blake Rasmussen

Northwest Austin Con-
struction on three new projects 
at The Domain began in the past 
five months, ending Endeavor 
Real Estate Group’s three-year-
long development hiatus at the 
high-end retail, office and resi-
dential center.

The three projects that broke 
ground include a 55,000-square-
foot Whole Foods Market, which 
will replace the smaller location 
at Capital of Texas Hwy. and 
MoPac. Workers broke ground 
in September, and the market is 
scheduled to open in spring 2013. 

In October, a residential 
project developed by Endeavor, 

Development activity picks up at The Domain

Retail giants bring jobs, cachet to Cedar Park Officials: Schlitterbahn looking for financing

Austin Work is still ongoing despite a temporary halt in con-
struction last fall after a dispute between Formula 1, Circuit of 
The Americas and the State of Texas regarding the race’s con-
firmed contract to come to Austin and the funding it will receive 
from the state.

The project resumed in early December after the contract was 
confirmed. The site in Del Valle is now on its way toward comple-
tion, with hundreds of builders working daily to create integral 
pieces of the raceway, including the pit and grandstand areas.

The site will host its first F1 race Nov. 18, when thousands of 
visitors are expected to travel to Austin for the inaugural event. 
While the grandstands hold 13,000 people, about 120,000 people 
are expected to attend November’s event. An even larger number 
is the economic impact on Austin as a result of the racetrack’s 
development—$4.5 million in city revenue in 2012 alone.
Full story by Andrea Leptinsky

Despite recent hiccups, F1’s schedule of 
completion still on track

Dallas-based Columbus Realty 
and an international real estate 
investment firm, RREEF, also 
broke ground. The development 
will open in two phases: Phase 
1 will be a 315-unit apartment 
complex at Esperanza Crossing 
and Alterra Parkway, and  
Phase 2 will be a 228-unit apart-
ment complex at Domain Drive 
and Esperanza Crossing.

The third project is a 9-acre 
park on Alterra Parkway between 
Kramer Lane and Esperanza 
Crossing, for which construction 
began in January. The initial phase 
of the park will include grassy 
areas, a bocce ball court and a trail 
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and will open in spring 2012. A 
second phase will add a pavilion.

Although Endeavor is likely to 
introduce more mixed-use devel-
opment on the remaining 83 

undeveloped acres, Bufkin said 
the earliest date such projects 
could appear is fall 2014.
Full story by Amy Denney

Cedar Park In a matter of 
weeks, two of the most well-
known big-box retailers in the 
United States chose Cedar Park 
as a site for new stores. Wal-Mart 
Stores Inc. announced plans in 
early December to open a Super-
center at the corner of RM 1431 
and Ronald Reagan Boulevard, 
and on Dec. 9, wholesaler Costco 
announced plans to build a store 
in the Town Center development 
located at RM 1431 and Toll 183A. 

Wal-Mart already has a store 

Other sector 
employment:

368,467

Shopping centers

source: international council of shopping centers

numbers from cedar Park and leander’s 
congressional District 31, as broken down 

by the international council of 
shopping centers.

Percent employed 
by shopping centers 

versus total:  

6.86%Shopping center 
employment: 

27,126

in Cedar Park at Walton’s Way 
and Bell Boulevard. Phil Brewer, 
Cedar Park’s economic develop-
ment specialist, said the new store 
will serve new areas of growth in 
western parts of the city as well as 
surrounding areas in Round Rock 
and Avery Ranch. 

About half of the merchandise 
Costco sells is taxable, but even 
that is enough to generate a sizable 
amount of sales tax revenue for the 
City of Cedar Park, Brewer said.
Full story by Macy Hurwitz

Cedar Park Cedar Park officials say though negotiations are 
ongoing, the park will certainly miss the summer 2012 opening 
deadline laid out in an economic development agreement between 
the city and a proposed Schlitterbahn water park’s partners.

In December 2010, Rick Redmond, a partner in the develop-
ment, said bank loan regulations had made securing a loan for 
the project more difficult than anticipated and made the project 
more risky for the developers. He also said the first phase—the 
phase that includes the water park that was originally projected 
to open in May 2012—could be closer to a cost of $45 million 
than the $75 million developers presented to the city. 

Cedar Park Economic Development Director Phil Brewer said 
there are still active discussions going on between the city and 
the partners in the water park development.

The original economic development agreement between the 
partners in the water park and the city is worth $6 million in 
incentives to improve city infrastructure near the planned site 
at Parmer Lane and RM 1431. The agreement required the first 
phase of the project be completed by May 2012, phases 2 and 
3 were to be started in May 2012, and the final phase was to 
be under way no more than 48 months after the completion of 
phases 2 and 3.

Brewer said there is a new goal of May 2013 for Phase 1, but as 
time passes without a new agreement, the window to complete 
the project gets smaller and smaller.
Full story by Macy Hurwitz
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No. of homes 
for sale

No. of homes 
under contract

Avg. days on 
the market

12 2 121

No. of homes sold 
in the last year

Square footage
Low/High

Selling price
Low/High

9 2,750/3,942 $324,000/$480,000

On the market  (As of Jan. 27, 2012) home sales  (Jan. 27, 2011–Jan. 27, 2012)

201 Oak Meadow Drive $344,900
4 Bedroom / 3 Bath 3,383 sq. ft.
Agent: robert Sedlor
517-8241

121 Gabriels Loop $344,500
4 Bedroom / 2.5 Bath 2,673  sq. ft.
Agent: donald wood
626-2075

312 Oak Plaza Cove $359,000
4 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath 3,232 sq. ft.
Agent: Paula thomas
818-1717

209 Park Place Drive $379,000 
4 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath 3,543 sq. ft.
Agent: Jarrod weaver
818-1650

featured homes

Gabriel’s Overlook
78633

Data compiled by 
nason hengst 

Keller Williams 
775-7900 

nason@nasoncompany.com 

Build-out year: not built out

Builder: Absolute Custom Homes, Berry Creek 
Builders, Custom Homes by Marie, drennan day 
Custom Homes, ewald Custom Homes, Hahn 
Custom Homes, Horizon Builders, JK Builders, 
JMS design & Construction, K Bar t Custom 
Homes, oak ridge Homes, Malvaiz Builders, 
ron Butler Builder, tLC Construction, Value 
Builders, watts Custom Homes, weekley Homes, 
woodridge Homes

Square footage: 1,935–5,631  

Home values: $262,066–$765,674

HOA dues (estimated): $475 annually

Property taxes:

williamson County 0.457687 
williamson County FM/rd 0.030000 
williamson eSd no. 4 0.100000  
Liberty Hill iSd 1.335000

Total (per $100 value) _____________ 1.922687

Schools:

Liberty Hill iSd 
14001 w. Hwy. 29, Liberty Hill 
260-5580  • www.libertyhill.txed.net
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Discount Code: ANY25 3/15/12

3/15/12.
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Property listings ZiP code guide
78626 east georgetown
78628 West georgetown
78633 northwest/lake georgetown area

108 san saba Drive   $339,000

117 nighthawk Way $170,000

107 Marshall court $865,000

ZiP code Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Price Sq. ft. Agent Phone Agency

78626 clearview estates 518 clearview Road 3br/2ba $89,000 1,560 Michael Watkins 966-4624 coldwell Banker United Realtor

78626 glasscock addition 602 college st. 4br/2ba $249,900 2,276 Don Johnson 818-0812 coldwell Banker United Realtor

78626 Katy crossing 318 Katy crossing 3br/2ba $137,000 1,366 Rebecca Mclaughlin 639-9461 Keller Williams Realty-RR

78628 Berry creek 30108 Torrey Pine circle 5br/4ba $354,900 3,617 Terri Butt 868-9839 Keller Williams Realty

78628 Berry creek 30412 saint andrews Drive 3br/2ba $254,900 2,110 glenda DuBose 970-1057 Keller Williams Realty

78628 escalera Ranch 107 Marshall court 5br/4ba $865,000 5,228 Brenda Underwood 293-2805 Realty austin

78628 Reserve at Berry creek 912 shinnecock hills Drive 4br/3ba $400,000 2,800 linda DeMarco 423-7333 coldwell Banker United Realtor

78628 serenada east 812 serenada Drive 4br/2ba $201,900 2,514 norma M. Mantz 431-6226 J.B. goodwin, RealToRs

78628 serenada east 705 cavu Road 3br/2ba $182,900 1,740 Kristin hepp 300-3332 coldwell Banker United Realtor

78628 serenada West 4212 Val Verde Drive 4br/2ba $259,000 2,306 suzanne Bergmann 639-9438 Keller Williams Realty

78628 Wood Ranch 316 Rio Bravo Road 4br/3ba $399,900 2,959 Diane Waters 657-4750 Keller Williams Realty-RR

78633 live oak Park 2201 cR 234 5br/2ba $199,000 2,091 Karen Miller 635-5077 Miller & associates Realty llc

78633 north lake 200 sunset Road 5br/2ba $265,000 2,417 freddy nunnery 635-0909 coldwell Banker United Realtor

78633 sun city 117 nighthawk Way 2br/2ba $170,000 1,422 lon Russell 608-8001 The stacy group

78633 sun city 218 Whispering Wind Drive 2br/2ba $169,900 1,442 Pokey Delwaide 818-9300 eRa colonial Real estate

78633 sun city 225 lone star Drive 2br/2ba $299,900 2,651 Pokey Delwaide 818-9300 eRa colonial Real estate

78633 sun city 100 shasta cove 2br/2ba $199,950 1,717 lon Russell 608-8001 The stacy group

78633 sun city 107 Keystone cove 3br/2ba $199,000 1,570 Kelly Bartko 869-0223 The stacy group

78633 sun city 108 san saba Drive 3br/2ba $339,000 2,374 Judith copple 864-2500 Keller Williams Realty-RR

78633 sun city 220 farm hill Drive 3br/2ba $159,500 1,597 cay Melanson 966-0295 The stacy group

78633 sun city 715 Breezeway lane 2br/2ba $339,900 2,254 Pokey Delwaide 818-9300 eRa colonial Real estate

78633 sun city 101 Barn Dance cove 2br/2ba $365,000 2,470 Pokey Delwaide 818-9300 eRa colonial Real estate

78633 sun city 402 sheldon lake Drive 3br/2ba $163,368 1,393 Matthew Menard 947-8787 Keller Williams Realty

Market Data Georgetown

Price Range

Number of homes for sale Average days on the market

78626 78628 78633 78626 78628 78633

less than $100,000 7 1 1 170 63 251

$100,000–$149,900 29 14 4 104 62 92

$150,000–$199,900 19 28 57 107 97 86

$200,000–$299,900 14 55 108 137 98 109

$300,000–$399,900 8 28 53 128 132 106

$400,000–$499,900 6 19 26 141 184 180

$500,000–$749,900 4 19 14 150 179 227

$750,000–$999,900 1 6 2 4 169 322

$1 million + 2 6 3 152 252 164

Month

Number of homes sold Average price

78626 78628 78633 78626 78628 78633

January 2012 16 21 25  $143,511  $249,376  $239,465 

January 2011 9 27 26  $194,861  $250,714  $242,169 

December 2011 21 27 38  $136,611  $318,005  $224,475 

november 2011 21 28 36  $156,237  $223,842  $222,725 

october 2011 19 26 31  $149,149  $270,716  $238,277 

september 2011 16 28 49  $151,451  $307,609  $208,584 

august 2011 23 36 61  $145,076  $227,659  $237,445 

July 2011 20 30 47  $186,633  $288,855  $233,662 

June 2011 30 44 48  $163,126  $219,196  $259,764 

On the market  (jan. 1–31, 2012) Monthly home sales

Market Data provided by 
nicole Boynton

austin suburban Properties 
289-4663 | nicole@512buyhome.com

Residential real estate listings added to the market between 01/22/12 and 01/31/12 were included and provided by the austin Board of Realtors, www.abor.com. although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of 
this listing, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

Offer valid through February 19, 2012, at participating DQ restaurants. Blizzard, DQ and the ellipse shaped 
logo are trademarks of Am. D.Q. Corp., Mpls. MN ® Reg. U.S. Pat. & TM Off. Tx. D.Q. Op. Coun., © 2012. 

© 2012 Great Lakes Dairy Queen Owners Marketing Group, L.L.C., All Rights Reserved.
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We hear you 
loud and clear.

Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local coupons. Available every day, where you live, work and play!

Information & registration at 
goodhealth.com/ignite.

Saturday, March 3, 2012
1:30 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Presented by

Special thanks to our exhibitors and sponsors

Free Renewal Expo:
• Spring fashion show by Round Rock Premium Outlets 
• Instructor-led group exercise & meditation classes
• Healthy cooking demonstrations 
• Workshops with professional organizers 
• Community-sponsored exhibits & motivational speakers

VIP Event: The Transformative Power of Self-Care with  
Reneé Peterson Trudeau, national coach/speaker and author of 
The Mother’s Guide to Self-Renewal. $40 

Arbonne - Diane Cox

ARC - Dermatology 

BabyEarth

Becker Dental

Be You. Be True.

Better Health Designs

Bonnie Balistreri Image Consulting

CHASCO Family YMCA

Community Impact

Crabtree & Evelyn 

Delightful Me Bakery

Essential Bodywear

Flourish Over 50 

Fuego Fitness

Genesis Today

Juice Plus

Kytara Yoga Acupuncture

Las Brisas 

Le Creuset

Lin Scheib, CPCC

Morning Blossom Boutique

Novíta Spa

The POSH Space

Professional Women of  
Williamson County

Reebok

Reneé Trudeau & Associates

Round Rock Premium Outlets

Shibber D’Lites

Seton Brain and Spine Institute

Seton Cove

Seton Family of Doctors

Seton Heart Institute

Seton Institute of Reconstructive 
Plastic Surgery

Seton Parent Education Program

Seton Urogynecology & Gynecology - 
Tomas Antonini, MD 

Seton Williamson Women’s Center

Snap Kitchen

Templeton & Associates 

Total Mommy Fitness

United Way of Williamson County
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Looking for
Coupons?

Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local 
and regional coupons

Just click and print
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78626

P
rinted on recycled paper

A $4.99 registration fee will apply. If you are not seen within 15 minutes of your designated time, or if you are not 
completely satisfied with your online registration experience, InQuicker, LLC will refund your online registration fee.

If you are experiencing a life-threatening emergency, go directly to the ER or dial 9-1-1. 
For more information, please visit SetonER.com.

Introducing 
SetonER.com

Powered by

LOG ON. SHOW UP. BE SEEN.TM

201 Seton Parkway     Round Rock, TX 78665     (512) 324-4000
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