
Urban designation could alter public transit options

Downtown sees activity ‘resurgence’
New projects, construction 
bring businesses, dining 
options to town center
By Samantha Bryant 

Barbara and Dennis Falcone unlocked the 
doors of the Through the Looking Glass Gal-
lery for the first time Dec. 2. The art gallery is 
located off of Eighth Street and displays work 
from Central Texas artists and artists from 
across the nation. 

“We’d thought this would be a quaint lit-
tle town to open a gallery in,” Barbara said, 

See Public transit | 29

See Downtown | 20

By Beth Wade
Georgetown city staff are try-

ing to determine what could hap-
pen once the U.S. Census Bureau 
releases its urban area designations 
this spring and what effect it would 
have on public transportation ser-
vices in the city. 

Two possible scenarios show 
the city’s designation becoming a 
small-urbanized area or becoming 
part of the Austin urbanized area. 

“We are holding out hope for 
the small-urban [designation],” 
Georgetown Transportation Ser-
vices Director Ed Polasek said. “If 
we are no longer rural and we go 
to some type of urban … we would 
lose [Capital Area Rural Trans-
portation System] service, which 
means that people that get the 
door-to-door service—the Medic-
aid and Medicare on-demand ser-
vice—would  [lose that] because 

CARTS cannot provide that ser-
vice in an urban area.” 

The city currently provides 
CARTS, an on-demand bus ser-
vice for cities with populations less 
than 50,000, with up to $10,000 in 
social services funding per year. 

“For $10,000 a year, we are get-
ting probably $500,000 to $600,000 
of service for the city that CARTS 
is matching with the state and fed-
eral funds,” Polasek said.

If the city is labeled a small-
urban area, the city could receive 

state and federal funding to create 
its own transit service; under the 
large-urban designation, federal 
funding would go to Capital Metro 
to be used at its discretion, and the 
state funding would no longer be 
available, he said. 

“If we do find we are large-
urban, we are going to be scram-
bling to talk to Capital Metro to 
find out what our options are, talk 
to Round Rock about their expe-
riences and try to work it out so 

adding that she hopes more art galleries will 
open nearby.

The new art gallery is just one new busi-
ness among several that opened recently 
in downtown Georgetown, and others are 
under construction.

Bar and eatery The Uptown Social opened in 
late December in Tamiro Plaza, Grape Creek 
Vineyards plans to open a winery in the summer 
on the Square and construction continues at  
100 S. Austin Ave. on The River Place, a devel-
opment that includes a Mexican food restau-
rant that will overlook the San Gabriel River.

“That’s more activity than we have had in 
the last two years, and it’s not just activity 

that’s asking questions; you’ve got people 
actually moving in,” City Manager Paul 
Brandenburg said. “I see a downtown resur-
gence and activity.”

Georgetown’s Square
The economic development department 

commissioned a market study of downtown 
Georgetown from IF Marketing & Adver-
tising that examined communities similar 
to Georgetown. Released in July, the report 
recommended promoting the Georgetown 
Square to tourists.

“I think ultimately, that’s really what we 

Local Updates

Hwy. 195 expansion 
The Williamson County and Texas 
Department of Transportation road 
project received a critical environmental 
clearance in December. | 10

Wolf Ranch to grow
The Georgetown shopping center 
welcomed new tenants throughout 
2011 and has plans to expand further 
in the coming year. | 10

CleanFUEL USA
An alternative fuel company recovers 
and plans for growth after a June 2011 
fire destroyed more than $600,000 of  
inventory and its operating space. | 22

Arts Avenue for Kids
Christian theater, dance and music 
studio owner Vicki Henderson 
expands programs for all ages and 
opens permanent studio space near 
Southwestern University.  | 13

WilCo MPO a no-go
A Williamson County Metropolitan 
Planning Organization may not be in 
the cards, but officials are still looking 
for a countywide transit solution. | 27

Updates on 2011 and a look ahead to 2012

GeorGetown edition Volume 5, Issue 6 | Jan. 20–Feb. 16, 2012 www.impactnews.com Impact Deals begins on Page 33

City studies replacing CARTS bus system

The City of Georgetown plans to extend the sidewalk on Austin Avenue between Seventh and Eighth streets this spring. The project is part of a resurgence of activity downtown.
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Heart disease is the No. 1 killer 
of women in the United States, 
and its symptoms are sometimes 
unexpected—jaw pain, cold 
sweats and nausea, to name a 
few. The Seton Heart Institute 
Women’s Heart Program is 
dedicated to helping women 
identify their risk factors for heart 
disease and providing care that is 
tailored to their unique needs.  

To schedule an appointment, 
please call (512) 324-4812 or visit 
SetonHeart.com/women.

Because a woman’s 
heart speaks its 
own language.

Mary J. Borses, MD  •  Fotini M. Chalkias, MD 
Caitlin M. Giesler, MD  •  Charlie Simpson, ANCP

Looking for a CPA that 
provides innovative 

tax solutions?

•  Income Tax Preparation
•  Tax Planning
•  Tax Problem Resolution
•  Personal Finance Planning
•  Estate Planning
•  Elder Care

Call our office today to schedule an appointment!

3613 Williams Dr., Suite 101 
Georgetown, 78628

Located in Village Lake Office CondosLocat

35

L. DALE ROSS

•  Income Tax Preparation
•  Tax Planning
•  Tax Problem Resolution
•  Small Business Accounting
•  Non-Profit Organizations
•  New Business Formation
•  QuickBooks Pro Advisor
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It’s a new year, and 
at Community Impact 
Newspaper, we’ve made 
the resolution to bring you 
even more news that is 
local, useful and relevant.

Starting this month, our 
readers in Georgetown are getting the first 
issue of Community Impact Newspaper 
focused solely on their community. We 
made the decision to create the George-
town edition based on reader feedback, and 
we look forward to bringing you the news 
that is important to you.

For January, we’ve rolled out a special 
issue featuring a look back at the top 
stories in 2011 and a forward glance at the 
big issues ahead for 2012. Happenings in 
downtown and around the Square (Page 
1) popped up throughout the year, includ-
ing the announcement of a new Grape 
Creek Vineyards location and the down-
town marketing study completed by IF 

Marketing & Advertising, and officials say 
they expect more activity on the Square in 
2012 (Page 20).

This month, we also relaunched our new 
website at impactnews.com with an easy-
to-read format that features news stories 
happening throughout the month. 

One way for you to follow those stories 
is through Facebook, at impactnews.com/
geo-facebook. Go to our page and “like” 
us to receive updates. Also, you can follow 
us on Twitter at @impactnews_geo for up-
to-the-minute news. 

While these tools are great for us to get 
the news to you, we would also love to 
hear from you, and we are looking for-
ward to your feedback.

Karin Jahnke 
General manager

kjahnke@impactnews.com

Connect Online

Follow us on Twitter @impactnews_geo

Find us on Facebook at  
impactnews.com/geo-facebook

Reader Feedback
How should the Texas education lawsuits be  
resolved? 
Create an entirely new funding system 

44%
Make funding level on a per-student basis for every district 

39%
Increase funding across the board, but keep the same basic 
system 

9% 
Keep things as they are 

4% 
Other 

4% 
Results from an unscientific Web survey, collected 11/30/11–01/10/12

NEW PATIENT SPECIAL
Exam, X-Rays & 

Routine Cleanings

Custom Teeth 
Whitening

On Page 12, the vote by the Capital Area Metropolitan 
Planning Organization board to approve a plan to dis-
tribute funds based in part on population was incorrectly 
reported as 10-7. It was 9-8.

Correction  – Volume 5, Issue 5

November employment trends

Central Texas unemployment—6.6%
Down from 7.1% in October

State unemployment—8.1%*, **
Down from 8.4% in October

National unemployment—8.6%*, **
Down from 9.0% in October

In the Austin-Round Rock-San Marcos area, the trade, 
transportation and utilities sector added 4,300 jobs; the 
government sector added 3,100 jobs; and the professional 
and business services sector lost 3,900 jobs.**

Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Texas Workforce Commission

*Seasonally adjusted numbers     **Preliminary data

Mailing schedule
Our mailing schedule varies slightly through the month of 
March. You can expect your copy of Community Impact 
Newspaper on the following dates: Friday, Feb. 17 and 
Friday, March 16.

Find online-exclusive content at  
impactnews.com/geo

Find local coupons online at  
impactdeals.com
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Compiled by Samantha Bryant

Manager Mitch Johnson said Brook’s Western 
Wear carries Western-style apparel and accessories.

Through the Looking Glass Gallery opened Dec. 2 
on Eighth Street.

2

1

Now Open

1  Barbara and Dennis Falcone opened 
art gallery Through the Looking Glass 
Gallery on Dec. 2 at 122 E. Eighth St. 
Central Texas–area artists, as well as some 
from throughout the United States, display 
work, including sculptures, woodwork, 
paintings, metal pieces, jewelry and glass. 
Hours are Tue.–Sun. 10 a.m.–6 p.m.  
864-1371, www.throughthelookinglass.us

2  Brook’s Western Wear opened Dec. 
15 at 3415 Williams Drive, Ste. 150. The 
store carries Western-style apparel for 
men, women and children, and accessories 
including boots, belts, hats, jewelry and 
purses. Hours are Mon.–Sat. 10 a.m.– 
9 p.m. and Sun. 10 a.m.–6 p.m. 863-5508

3  Joey Velez opened 50/50 Restaurant 
and Wine Bar Jan. 9 at 708 S. Austin Ave. 

The restaurant serves burgers, appetizers 
and comfort food with a selection of wine 
and beer and features a Sunday brunch. 
Live music is also available. Hours Mon.–
Thu. 11 a.m.–9 p.m., Fri. 11 a.m.–10:30 
p.m., Sat. 10:30 a.m.–10:30 p.m. and Sun.  
10:30 a.m.–9 p.m. 863-5777 

4  The Uptown Social opened the week 
of Dec. 19 on the top floor of the Tamiro 
Plaza at 501 S. Austin Ave. The bar, lounge 
and eatery has a terrace and features a full 
bar and menu items such as New York–
style pizza, paninis and wings. 863-8100, 
www.theuptownsocial.com

Offering custom-made cakes for all 
occasions, Cakes by Galyna opened in 
November in Georgetown. Owner Galyna 
Goeson makes all her cakes from scratch 
and specializes in wedding cakes. 
303-408-7430, www.cakesbygg.com
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Coming Soon

5  Construction on the Williamson 
County Emergency Services Operations 
Center, 2001 S.E. Inner Loop, is set 
to begin Jan. 26. The 30,000-square-
foot facility will house personnel from 
county departments including 911 
communications, emergency management 
and the Hazardous Materials Response 
Team as well as some staff from the 
Sheriff’s office and the Williamson County 
and Cities Health District. Construction 
on the facility is expected to last 410 days. 
www.wilco.org

6  Williamson County commissioners 
approved donating property Dec. 20 to 
the Williamson County Regional Animal 
Shelter to create a dog park behind the 
shelter, located 1855 S.E. Inner Loop. The 
park will include a trail, a memorial park 

with commemorative bricks and two 
separate yards. Director of Animal Services 
Cheryl Schneider said the total cost of the 
park is estimated at $100,000, and so far, 
the shelter has raised about $19,000 for the 
project. 943-3322, www.wilcopets.org

7  Gena and Todd Wolfe opened a Twice 
the Ice location in mid-January next to 
Pittman Cleaners in the Williamsburg 
Village shopping center, located at 3010 
Williams Drive. The walk-up ice vending 
machine will have options for a 16-pound 
bag of ice or 20 pounds of ice dispensed 
into a cooler and will also dispense water. 
icerdown@gmail.com

8  Brookwood in Georgetown, or BiG, 
an entrepreneurial and vocational day 
program for adults with disabilities, plans 
to open a storefront Jan. 26 at Ironstone, 
202 S. Austin Ave., Ste. 102. BiG will sell 
products, such as pottery, made by program 
participants. Hours are Thu.–Fri. 10 a.m.– 
6 p.m. and Sat. 10 a.m.–4 p.m. 966-7574  

r
iv

er
y 

B
lv

d.

P
ho

to
s 

b
y 

S
am

an
th

a 
B

ry
an

t

Award-winning guest authors: 
Mike Cox, West Texas Tales 

and DiAnn Mills, Breach of Trust

Children’s activities: “ ”
www.hillcountrybookfestival.org

35
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Saturday • February 11 • 10:00 am – 3:00 pm
Georgetown Community Center – San Gabriel Park

FREE • 512-869-4516Hill Country Book Festival

971
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January
20–Feb. 5  ‘I Hate Hamlet’
this comedy follows the life of hot, young 
tV star Andrew rally who has been asked to 
play Hamlet in Central Park. Andrew, however, 
hates “Hamlet,” and he is being haunted by 
the drunken ghost of John Barrymore, an 
actor who once lived in his apartment. • Fri. 
and Sat. 7:30 p.m., Sun. 2 p.m. • $24 (general 
admission), $22 (seniors), $14 (students and 
active military), $10 (children 12 or younger) 
Georgetown Palace theater, 810 S. Austin Ave.  
869-7469 • www.georgetownpalace.com

25  Creating an Individual and Family 
Health Plan
david Giese, a certified life coach, teaches 
participants how to create a health plan. 
registration is required. • 6:30–8 p.m. • $15 
Bridges to Growth, Community resource 
Center, 805 w. University Ave., Georgetown  
864-3008 • www.georgetownproject.com 

27  Masquerade special needs dance
Hosted by the Georgetown recreation Center, 

CALendAr

Sponsored by

To submit Georgetown events, visit  
www.impactnews.com/events/submit.html.

For a full list of Georgetown events, visit  
www.impactnews.com/geo-calendar.

To have Georgetown events considered for the print 
edition, they must be submitted online by the third Friday 
of the month.

Online Calendar

 Worth the Trip
20–21  Texas Brand Film Fest
independent filmmakers showcase their 
work at this film festival in taylor. Screenings 
include “red State” by Kevin Smith. • Fri. 
5:30 p.m. and Sat. 11:30 a.m. • $10 (one-day 
pass) $15 (two-day pass) • Howard theatre, 
308 n. Main St., taylor • 378-3865  
www.texasbrandfilmfest.com

the masquerade-themed dance, including 
photos, food and raffle prizes, is for people with 
special needs older than 15. All participants 
must be accompanied by a caregiver or 
family member. • 6–8 p.m. • $5 (participant), 
(free) caregiver/family member Georgetown 
Community Center, 445 e. Morrow St.  
930-3596 • www.parks.georgetown.org

28  Artist showcase
Austin-based artist Fay Heighway 
demonstrates her work, which includes jewelry, 
beading and lamp work/flame work. She 
also has jewelry for sale for Valentine’s day.  
2–4 p.m. • Free • through the Looking Glass 
Gallery, 122 e. eighth St. • 864-1371 
www.throughthelookinglass.us

29  The Georgetown Symphony 
Society’s Light Classical Pops Concert
the temple Symphony orchestra performs 
upbeat pops spectacular with guest violinist 
Christian Howes. • 4 p.m. • $5 (students), $20–
$25 (adults) • Klett Center for the Performing 
Arts at Georgetown High School, 2211 n. 
Austin Ave. • 864-9591 • www.gsstx.org

31  Southwestern guest artist recital
the Music department at Southwestern 
University presents a performance by Kendall 
Prinz on the low brass and Maimy Fong on the 
piano. • 7 p.m. • Free • Southwestern University, 
Caldwell-Carvey Foyer, 1001 e. University Ave. 
863-1379 • www.southwestern.edu

February
3  Georgetown Chamber of Commerce 
Annual Awards Banquet
Awards presented at the banquet include 
Chamber Volunteer of the Year, Ambassador 

of the Year, Small Business of the Year, Large 
Business of the Year and Citizen of the Year.   
6 p.m. (social hour), 7 p.m. (dinner and 
program) • $50 (per ticket), $500–$3,000 
(table sponsorships) • Gabriel Springs, 5299 
w. Hwy. 29 • 930-3535 
www.georgetownchamber.org

Art show by Sigi Field
Artist Sigi Field holds a show opening for 
her series, “icons of Jazz,” that includes 
paintings of jazz musicians such as duke 
ellington and Louis Armstrong. the series is 
on display in January and February.  
6–8 p.m. • Free • Franklin & Company Fine 
Jewelers, 109 w. Seventh St., Ste. 100, 
Georgetown • 869-8076 • www.sigi.us/sigiart

4  Cupid’s Chase 5K
the run/walk is a timed event and benefits 
Georgetown Parks and recreation. • 8:30 a.m 
Before Jan. 26: $12 (children younger than 13 
and seniors), $17 (age 13 and older);  
Jan. 26–Feb. 1: $22; race day: $25 • Seventh 
and Main streets • 930-8459 
www.cupid.georgetown.org

Encore Georgetown! A Classical Evening 
with the Austin Civic Orchestra
in addition to ewazen’s fanciful “Concerto 
for Marimba” featuring guest percussionist 
thomas Burritt, the Austin Civic orchestra 
performs Beethoven’s playful “Symphony 
no. 7,” rimsky-Korsakov’s festive “Capriccio 
espagnol” and Amran’s jazzy “King 
Lear Variations.” • 7:30–9:30 p.m. • Free 
(Southwestern University students, faculty 
and staff), $5 (children age 11 and younger),  
$10 (seniors, military and students),  
$12 (general admission) • Alma thomas 
theater, Southwestern University, 1001 e. 
University Ave. • 200-2261 
www.austincivicorchestra.org

11  Hill Country Book Festival – ‘All for 
the Love of Books’
More than 40 authors participate in the annual 
book festival, which includes children’s 
activities. • 10 a.m.–3 p.m. • Free • San Gabriel 
Community Center, San Gabriel Park, 445 e. 
Morrow St. • 869-4516 
www.hillcountrybookfestival.org

KENNY HAVARD, DDS              TRAVIS HILDEBRAND, DDS

Your New Year’s Resolution

4402 Williams Dr., Ste. 106 • Georgetown, Texas 78628 • 512-869-41004100
GeorgetownPediatricDentistry.com

K

$25 OFF 
NEW PATIENT 

Exam, Cleaning, 
and X-rays!
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Hear Life  
Again!

Are You One of the Millions  
Struggling with Hearing Loss? 

“My hearing isn’t bad enough”
“My hearing can’t be helped”

“Help costs too much”

Because you believe one of these common misconceptions-

TM

Come in between January 20-31, bring this ad and 

your consultation is free.

H E A R I N G  C E N T E R

estes
H E A R I N G  C E N T E R

audiology

 

(512) 686-2490 
www.HearLifeAgain.com

“As your local Doctor of  
Audiology, I can answer your 
questions, help you better 
understand your hearing loss 

consultation & hearing 
screening. Call today to  
schedule your appointment.”  

Mandi Chambless, Au.D.
Doctor of Audiology  

Accepting Medicare & Medicaid, Member Georgetown Chamber of Commerce, 
 Official Provider for the Health Alliance for Austin Musicians (HAAM) HearUSA, Epic  

 

LOCATED IN SUN CITY 
 1530 Sun City Blvd, Ste 140 

Georgetown

Sun City Blvd.

Del W
ebb Blvd.

Capital
Golf Carts

City 
Market
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512.706.7065

1-Subaru - Model CAB. With approved credit. Dealer contribution may a� ect � nal negotiated price. 42 mo lease, $3,699 total due at inception, no sec. dep. required, 42 monthly payments of $149, Final pymt / residual = 
$12,628. Based on 10k mi. / yr with $.15 per mi. excess charge. MSRP $22,551. Stk# Z6423. 2-Volvo - Lease o� er with approved credit through US Bank. 36 mo. lease, $0 due at inception (no sec. dep. required). 1st mo. Payment 
courtesy of Volvo. 36 monthly payments of $399. Final payment / residual = $19,747. Based on 10,000 mi./yr with $.18/mi excess charge. MSRP $31,850. Stock# V3347. *Please visit www.volvocars.com/us/safeandsecure or your 
local Volvo retailer for details on the Volvo Safe + Secure Coverage Plan and for further details. Plan excludes tires. ©2011 Volvo Cars of North America, LLC. The Iron Mark and “Volvo. for life” are registered trademarks of Volvo. 
Always remember to wear your seat belt. Pictures for illustration only. volvocars.us. O� ers may include Volvo Allowance. Advertised � nancing may vary, excludes fees and is available to quali� ed customers. Please visit www.
rogerbeasleyvolvo for details. O� ers end 10-31-11. 

2012 Volvo S60 T5 FWD

 $399mo 2

Sign & Drive!
Includes Volvo Safe + Secure

2012 Subaru Legacy 2.5i Sedan Premium CVT

$149mo 1

2yr/24k free maintenance

n Premium CVTPremium CVT

Vo

I

2012 VVVV2012 VVV

See More at www.SubaruGeorgetown.com

See More at www.VolvoGeorgetown.com

ADULT, PEDIATRIC AND OBSTETRIC CARE

512-763-4000
www.georgetownmedical.com

GROWING HEALTHY FAMILIES IN OUR 
COMMUNITY FOR OVER 60 YEARS!

Thomas Bohmfalk, MD

Greg Willis, MD

David DeWitte, MD

Ronald Only, DO

Daniel Voss, MD

Kay In, MD

Florence Spitler, DO

Wendi Wagner, PhD, PA-C

Now accepting 
new patients 
of all ages

Please join us in welcoming 
our new physician, 
David M. DeWitte, M.D.

Council approves stormwater 
drainage fee increase amendment

The Georgetown City Council 
approved an amendment to the stormwa-
ter drainage ordinance Jan. 10 that will 
increase the monthly stormwater drain-
age fee by 50 cents. The change would go 
into effect March 1 and increase the fee 
from $4.25 to $4.75.

The fee, which is part of the monthly 
stormwater drainage assessment on 
utility bills, pays for construction and 
maintenance of drainage projects such as 
the expanded culverts for Smith Branch 
under Maple Street.

The ordinance was also changed to 
allow billing of the stormwater fee to 
individual apartment units. The current 
ordinance assesses multifamily complexes 
at the commercial rate. Other changes 
are to the billing process for commercial 
accounts and would provide a discount to 
commercial property in the city that does 
not drain into the city’s service area.

City studies acquiring Chisholm 
Trail Special Utility District

City of Georgetown staff members met 
with consultants Jan. 4 to kick off a four- 
to six-month study that will explore 
acquiring the Chisholm Trail Special 

Georgetown Williamson County

  Georgetown City Council
Meets Jan. 24 and Feb. 14 at 6 p.m.
Council chambers, 101 e. Seventh St.
931-7715 • www.georgetown.org
Meetings are recorded and broadcast on 
Channel 10 at 7 p.m. wednesday, Friday 
and Sunday following each meeting.

  Williamson County 
Commissioners Court
Meets tuesdays at 9:30 a.m.
williamson County Courthouse,  
710 S. Main St., Georgetown • 943-1550  
www.wilco.org

Meeting times

Propane fueling station opens
Williamson County opened its new 

propane fueling station Jan. 5 at J.B. & 
Hallie Jester Williamson County Annex in 
Round Rock. Construction of the station 
was funded by a $208,420 grant from the 
Railroad Commission of Texas.

The county has 24 propane-fueled vehi-
cles in operation and plans on having about 
31 when all conversions are completed. 
Georgetown, Cedar Park, Florence, Taylor 
and Granger also have fueling stations.

CitY And CoUntY Compiled by Beth Wade

Utility District, which provides water to 
about 6,300 customers, about two-thirds 
of which are in or near the Georgetown 
extraterritorial jurisdiction.

The City Council approved a motion 
Dec. 13 to direct staff to work on details 
of an acquisition agreement. 

This summer, a number of Chisholm 
Trail SUD’s customers reached out to the 
City of Georgetown to request a transfer 
into the city’s water service area, George-
town Utility Director Glenn Dishong said. 

At its Dec. 15 meeting, the Chisholm 
Trail SUD board of directors also 
approved $100,000 for the feasibility 
study and requested that staff develop 
an interlocal agreement with the City of 
Georgetown to allow the city to provide 
water services to the Shady Oaks subdi-
vision by May 2012.

Dishong said a decision by City Council 
and the Chisholm Trail SUD board could 
be made in May or June.

Other City Council actions
• Voted to delay enforcing the bandit 

sign ordinance, which prohibits temporary 
signs in the public way, until October

• Voted to not extend a contract with 
Michael T. Novick Trust to purchase the 
former Albertsons building at I-35 and 
Williams Drive

 The county will also be eligible for a 
50 cent per gallon federal tax credit upon 
completion of all fueling stations, making 
the cost of propane $1.36 per gallon.

Other commissioners court actions
• Approved 2012–14 community plan 

and exploring expanding the domestic 
violence task force

• Approved sending a letter to the Texas 
Department of Transportation with com-
ments and concerns about the environ-
mental review process 

Williamson County commissioners Lisa Birkman and Ron Morrison celebrate the opening of the station.
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Locally Owned and Operated in Georgetown

29

35

11th St.
10th St.

Scenic Dr.

S. Austin Ave.

M
ain St.

Simon & Sons Flooring is a family owned and operated � oor store that offers a wide selec-
tion of hardwoods, tiles, laminates, carpets, and other � ooring needs to both residential 
and commercial customers. Our mission is to provide our hometown with the best � ooring 
and installation at the best pricing. 

Owners Bill and Jennifer Simon have 8 years of personal � oor covering experience in the 
Georgetown and Austin areas. On the job sand and � nish is available and completed by 
professional craftsman with over 10 years of experience.  Small repairs are welcome.

Simon & Sons Flooring is located at 1107 S. Main Street, which is 
directly across the street from Dos Salsas.  

1107 S. Main Street  Georgetown,  TX 78626
O: (512) 863-5940  •  M: (512) 439-9307 • F: (512) 863-5719 

Bill@SimonandSonsFlooring.com
www.SimonandSonsFlooring.com

HARDWOOD  •  CARPET  •  LAMINATE • CERAMIC TILE 
FULLY STOCKED SHOWROOM

TX 78626

$250 OFF with minimum purchase of $2,500

Call us today to learn how to receive your free estimate!

1. Seton Family of Doctors at Georgetown  
 NOW OPEN!

2. Seton Family of Doctors at Williamson

3. Seton Family of Doctors at Forest Creek
Adults Only  

4. Seton Family of Doctors at Stone Hill

Seton Care 

For more information, please visit SetonFamilyofDoctors.com.

Four Convenient Locations 
Serving Williamson County

I-
35 13

0

Georgetown

Round Rock

To Austin

To Hutto

2

1

3

4

Stone Hill & Williamson clinics offer 
comprehensive cardiac care by the specialists of

For appointments, please call (512) 324-4812. 
SetonFamilyofDoctors.com

FROM FIRST TOOTH TIL 16

• P� ugerville’s � rst Pediatric Dentist.

• Most insurance accepted. As a 
courtesy, we will � le primary 
insurance for you.

• Kids love our state of the art facility, 
gaming arcade, and movies while 
you wait.

• Specializing in special needs 
patients of all ages.

• In o�  ce sedation and hospital 
privileges.

This year make your family’s New Year Resolution 
to have healthier, happier smiles.
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Two-year-old Cassidy Wilson watches the Pink Heals Tour parade Oct. 25 at the Square.

Estrella Oaks Rehabilitation and Care Center, 4011 
Williams Drive, hosts a ribbon-cutting ceremony 
June 30 to celebrate its grand opening.

The Williamson County Sheriff’s Posse hosts the 
68th annual Georgetown Rodeo on June 24–25.

The Williamson County Courthouse on the Square celebrated its 
centennial in 2011 and is lit up for the holiday season at the Lighting 
of the Square on Nov. 25.

Southwestern University hosts a college readiness workshop and 
college fair in July for children of military families. 

The Sertoma Club of Georgetown hosts the 28th annual July 4th 
Family Fun Celebration with a fireworks display and family-friendly 
entertainment, including live music, children’s rides, a petting zoo, 
food vendors, and arts and crafts vendors.
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Nonprofit organization Flying Vikings gives airplane rides to students 
from the Texas School for the Deaf on May 21. Staff interpreter Eileen 
Barden and Flying Vikings Founder Paul Hansen explain the rides to 
the students at the Georgetown Municipal Airport.

Year in
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special section



10 | THE JANUARY ISSUE | Community Impact Newspaper • Georgetown Edition

A pharmacy where your business will always be appreciated
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Retail center expands options
By Samantha Bryant 

The Wolf Ranch Town Center will 
offer some new options in 2012 to 
shoppers heading to the center along 
Hwy. 29 and I-35, including a gym 
and university.

A Gold’s Gym Express is slated to 
open March 5, and National Ameri-
can University is expected to open a 
campus by Feb. 18.

“We’re excited to offer these types 
of things because nontraditional uses, 
like a gym and university, are good 
for the shopping center because they 
increase the frequency and the dura-
tion and what a user can do at the 

center,” said Molly Cronin, assistant 
director of marketing with Simon 
Property Group.

Gold’s Gym Express will be located 
at 1019 W. University Ave., Ste. 100, in 
a 16,500-square-foot space. 

Vice President of Communications 
for Gold’s Gym Dave Reiseman said 
Gold’s Gym Expresses offer lower 
membership rates than a regular Gold’s 
Gym and will have cardio and strength-
training equipment as well as a cardio 
cinema, which is a movie theater with 
cardio equipment instead of seats.

Directly across from the Gold’s 
Gym Express location, in a space 

formerly occupied by Genghis Grill, 
National American University is 
expected to open in February. NAU is 
a regionally accredited school with 32 
campuses across the nation. 

Cronin said in between Kohl’s and 
Old Navy, Ross Stores Inc. plans to 
open a store by March in the former 
location of Linens ’n Things. The store 
carries designer and brand-name fash-
ions for men, women, children and the 
home at discounted prices compared 
to department and specialty stores.

A LongHorn Steakhouse will also 
be coming in 2012 to Wolf Ranch, but 
Cronin said an opening schedule has 
not yet been determined.
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Several new shopping, dining and lifestyle op-
tions will be available at Wolf Ranch in 2012.

Comment at impactnews.com

Hwy. 195 expansion receives final environmental clearance
By Beth Wade 

The Hwy. 195 expansion project that 
will widen the two-lane highway to a 
four-lane divided highway received its 
final environmental clearance from the 
Federal Highway Administration after 
a biological opinion was issued by U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife in December. 

“We have reached a milestone on 
that project from an environmental 
standpoint,” Williamson County Pre-
cinct 3 Commissioner Valerie Covey 
said. “We’re not through yet, we’re not 
ready to break ground yet, but we’ve 
passed a big hurdle.”

The project has been planned for 
several years but was held up by a lack 
of funding and an extensive environ-
mental review process, Covey said.

“That’s why this biological opinion is 
so important [so we can get] this done,” 
she said. “We are able to move forward.”

The first segment broke ground in 
April and is expected to cost $39.2 mil-
lion, Texas Department of Transporta-
tion Austin District Engineer Carlos 
Lopez said. Construction is expected to 
be completed in February 2014.

The final environmental clearance 

will allow the county to move forward 
with purchasing right of way and 
moving utilities for the project’s  
Phase 2, which is expected to be let 
out to bid sometime in early 2013 and 
cost $29.9 million, Lopez said. How-
ever, Covey said the county is trying 
to expedite that process. 

“We have the green light to go buy 
right of way and move utilities in that 
area,” Covey said. “From my perspec-
tive, we are pushing it to happen as 
quickly as possible.” 

Phase 3 of the project, from the 
southern portion of Phase 2 to I-35, 
is expected to be bid this fall and is 
estimated to cost $21.2 million. 

The project’s funding, about  
$93 million, comes from Proposi-
tion 14 bond money approved in 2003 
and reauthorized in 2007, Lopez said. 
The bond money is backed by federal 
and state highway funds. Williamson 
County commissioners also approved 
$10 million–$12 million to help pay for 
right of way acquisition, utilities and 
consultant costs.

Behrnville

Florence

1

2

Construction will widen Hwy. 195 to a four-lane  
divided highway from 0.8 miles south of the Bell 
County line to 3.4 miles south of Hwy. 138.

Construction cost: $39.2 million

Timeline: Construction is expected to be completed 
in February 2014.

Bell County Williamson County

FM 487

FM 970

Hwy. 138

Cr 241

ronald reagan Blvd.

Cr 233

Existing roadway
Under construction
Funded

Source: texas department of transportation

35

Construction will widen Hwy. 195 
to a four-lane divided highway 
from 3.4 miles south of Hwy. 138 
to 9.27 miles south of Hwy. 138.

Construction cost: Estimated at 
$29.9 million 

Timeline: Expected to be bid in 
early 2013. Construction could last 
24–30 months.

Georgetown

195

Construction will widen Hwy. 195 to a four-lane divided highway 
from 9.27 miles south of Hwy. 138 to I-35. 

Construction cost: Estimated at $21.2 million

Timeline: Expected to be bid in fall 2012. Construction could last 
24–30 months.

3

Comment at impactnews.com
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Gold  
& COIN MART Coins

Swiss Watches

Sterling Flatware 

Gold &  
Diamond Jewelry

3415 Williams Dr., Ste. 110
Georgetown, TX 78628

(512) 948-7531

Bring your

quality pieces

Locally owned by a native Texan

Monday-Friday 10-6 
Saturday 10-2 | Sunday closed

Paying more for

Joe Scott Gilbert R-3160682
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Two fire stations built in 2012, training center in 2014

City Council moves forward 
with public safety facilities

By Samantha Bryant 
Two new fire station facilities are 

expected to open in 2012, and plans 
are also progressing for a public 
safety operations and training facility 
scheduled to open in the spring or 
summer of 2014.

The Georgetown City Council chose 
Chasco Contracting and KA Hickman 
Architects as the design build team 
Jan. 10 for Fire Station No. 2. The city 
will build the station next to the exist-
ing Fire Station No. 2 off of Williams 
Drive at 204 W. Central Drive. 

“We will live in the old station while 
the new station is built, and then we 
will move over to the new station and 
tear down the old one,” Georgetown 
Fire Chief Robert Fite said.

Fire Station No. 2 serves central 
Georgetown. Originally built in 1974 
to house volunteers and their families, 
the station is about 1,600 square feet 

in size. Fite said the new station will 
cost about $1.5 million and probably be 
7,000 to 8,000 square feet in size.

The city began clearing the site 
where Fire Station No. 5 will be located 
at 3600 D.B. Wood Road in Decem-
ber. Because of its proximity to Lake 
Georgetown, the station will be the fire 
department’s water response station 
and will house the dive team. Fite said 
the city will also build a training tower 
on the property.

The estimated cost for the station is 
$4.1 million. Fite said Fire Station  
No. 5 will serve the west and northwest 
portion of Georgetown and is slated to 
be finished in July. 

“It’s so important for the whole 
northwest part of town, because we 
don’t really have a fire station in that 
area,” he said. “Our Sun City fire sta-
tion has to leave constantly to go to 
calls in that northwest part of town.”

The city began clearing land for Fire Station No. 5 on D.B. Wood Road in December. 
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Adjacent to the new fire station on 
D.B. Wood Road, the city is moving 
forward with plans to open a public 
safety operations and training facility 
by spring 2014.

After some deliberation, the City 
Council voted 6–1 on Nov. 22 for a 
construction cost option that would 
build the  70,000-square-foot facility as 
approved by voters in May 2011.

The building proposed as a part of 

the May bond election would house 
the administration offices for the fire 
and police departments. Emergency 
response and dispatch personnel would 
also use the facilities, creating a 24-hour 
emergency communication center.

Fite said the city has received 23 
proposals from architect firms, and 
City Council is likely to choose a firm 
by February.

Comment at impactnews.com

Comment at impactnews.com

Development, community groups respond to aging population
By Beth Wade

In 2011, several new businesses 
opened and expanded in Georgetown 
in response to the community’s aging 
population. Several more are expected 
to open in 2012, which could include 
businesses in Village Gate at Sun City, 
a new commercial development at Wil-
liams Drive and Del Webb Boulevard. 

Developers Omni Projects and 
Hall Properties finalized the develop-
ment’s plat in December and plan for 
the approximately 20-acre property to 
include nine lots for senior care and 
health-related options, including skilled 
nursing, assisted and independent 

living centers and other retail, said 
Bruce Barton of Omni Projects.

The property will be accessible from 
Williams Drive with an entrance from 
Sun City’s Del Webb Boulevard. 

“It’s connected with driveways into 
Sun City, so people will be able to use 
their golf carts and automobiles to get 
in and out of there without getting on 
Williams Drive,” Barton said. “We 
worked out a way to make it handy for 
Sun City residents but also not have a 
lot of extra traffic for Sun City.”

Aging survey
Throughout the month of November, 

the Georgetown Aging Initiative hosted 
a survey to collect information about 
senior adults in Georgetown. 

More than 1,800 community mem-
bers took the survey, and results are 
expected to be released in March, said 
Vickie Orcutt, Family Eldercare Wil-
liamson County living well coordinator.

“With the increase in population, 
there was a concern that we have to be 
culturally competent of the diversity 
that encompasses that growth,” she said. 

The survey was designed for resi-
dents 60 years and older and asked a 
broad range of questions about basic 
needs, civic engagement and life-long 

learning, Orcutt said. 
Dan Bonner, chairperson of the 

Georgetown Aging Initiative, said the 
group was created to determine the 
needs of the aging population and be 
available to help various organizations 
and the city with implementation.

“There are a variety of community 
partners within Georgetown that 
will benefit the [entire] community,” 
Orcutt said. “This is not just for older 
adults … if we are putting in services, 
they are going to serve across the 
lifespan [of Georgetown residents].”
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Modern fit in Old Town!
■ 3/2/2 with hardwoods, tile, 
one of a kind
remodel!

1700 S. Elm St, Old Town GT

4+ Acres in Sundance Ranch
■ 4 bd, 3 ba, 2-Lv, 4-car garage, 
in equestrian 
community.

160 N. Showhorse Dr, Lb Hill

5-acre Spread near Lake GT
■ 4 bed, 2.5 ba, dining, 2 lvg,
in-ground pool
OK for horses

300 CR 262, GT

$219,900

$389,900$410,000

3700+sf - Great Kitchen!
■4 bd, 2.5 ba, 2 living plus game
room, on large 
fenced lot

317 Cedar Lake Blvd, GT

$210,000

3/2 that’s better than new!
■ Total remodel, paint, granite, floors,
fixtures, new AC.
Covered patio & pool.

110 Spanish Oak Cir., GT

$198,900

97’ water frontage Lake LBJ
■3 bd, 2.5 ba, RV size garage, 
On the only lake 
full of water!

312 Bridgepoint, Lake LBJ

$485,000

Double Lot! .49 acres!
■ 3 bd, 2 ba, wood floors, guest
quarters with
kitchen/bath.

1708 Olive, Old Town, GT

$233,100

512.763.1500
714 South Austin Ave, Ste 201     On the Square • Georgetown

3/2 Belford Craftsman
■ Spectacular renovation! 
Featured in Austin
Am. Statesman

911 S. Walnut, Old Town, GT

Great Office/Hobby Suite
■ 3 bd, 2.5 ba, 2-lvg 2-studies,
& garden room
over 2700 sf!

504 Greenwood Dr., GT

$229,500$380,000

Buy the Farm... 134 acres!
■ Green-built 3/2.5 w guest hs
on 134 acres, 3 tanks, storage
buildings & workshop.

1426 CR 209b, Briggs

REDUCED TO SELL!

Buying or selling real estate can drive 
you nuts... Seek professional help.

www.UrbanHomesAndLand.com

REDUCED!

www.UrbanHomesAndLand.com

Welcome  
our neWest

CARDIOLOGIST

With Dr. Stancoven, you now have 
greater access to the expert care that 
you and your family deserve. 

Cardiovascular disease is the number one cause  
of death worldwide, so it’s good to know that you 
have access to an expert cardiologist, right here  
in Round Rock. Amy Stancoven, MD received her 
medical degree at the University of Texas Medical 
School at Houston and specialty training at the  
UT Southwestern Medical Center in Dallas. She  
is board certified in cardiovascular disease by  
the American Board of Internal Medicine and is  
a member of the American Heart Association.

Get to know Dr. Stancoven and how she’s  
helping Central Texas stay healthy at:

roundrock.sw.org

to make an appointment, please call:

512-509-0200
300 University Boulevard  |  Round Rock, TX

Amy Stancoven, MD
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In previous issues, Community 
Impact Newspaper informed 
readers about businesses that were 
new, coming soon, celebrating an 
anniversary, expanding and more. 
This month, we revisit a few and find 
out how they are doing.
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Arts Avenue for Kids owner Vicki Henderson 
said she has added more programs to the 
Christian theater, dance and music studio’s 
offerings since August.

The WC4C opened its child care development 
center in April.

The Wesleyan at Estrella added assisted living 
apartments in August.

The foundations for the first four single-family residences in the The Brownstones at The Summit 
were poured in January.
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After four years of meeting in area 
churches, Christian theater, dance 
and music studio Arts Avenue for 
Kids moved into a new, 2,000-square-
foot studio in August. Owner Vicki 
Henderson said the space has enabled 
her to expand the programs offered by 
Arts Avenue for Kids and also accept 
more students. A new session of dance 
classes begins Jan. 30, including bal-
let, jazz and hip-hop. The studio also 
offers theater and adult dance classes, 
choirs, musicals and a Fit for Wor-
ship adult aerobics class set to praise 
music. In March, the theater class will 
perform “Aladdin.”

The private, nonprofit corporation 
Williamson County Community 
Coordinated Child Care (WC4C), 
which opened a child care develop-
ment center in April, has implemented 
several new programs, including a 
gardening project and a partnership 
with Southwestern University pro-
fessor Erilee Lam to provide violin 
lessons to pre-K students. The non-
profit is planning to break ground in 
January on a new developmentally 
appropriate playground for infant 
to pre-K students and is looking for 
volunteers or donations of materials. 
WC4C also has a child care subsidy 
program, offers child care provider 
training and is looking for donations 
for its child care subsidy program. 

The Wesleyan at Estrella Assisted 
Living opened in August at 109 
Estrella Crossing. The facility has 40 
assisted living apartments and 20 
secured-memory apartments. Ameni-
ties include a library, beauty salon, 
courtyard and fitness room. Wesleyan 
at Estrella Executive Director Becky 
Folta-May said the center has plans to 
build additional independent living 
apartments, cottages and a wellness 
facility with an indoor pool in the 
future on the Methodist retirement 
community’s 40-acre site.

Owners Anthony and Norma 
Beissner opened The Cabins at Angel 
Springs in April 2011. The four log 
cabins are located next to Angel 
Springs Event Center, 1550 CR 267. 
Norma Beissner said future plans for 
the center include opening four more 
cabins, some featuring kitchenettes; 
however, a timeline for the expansion 
has not been set. The couple also added 
event coordinator Marcy McCrabb 
to the event center’s staff and planted 
several new wildflower varieties in 
the meadow, which are expected to 
provide a nicer spread of wildflowers 
in the spring, Beissner said.

Frozen yogurt is a family affair at 
the CherryBerry franchise location in 
Georgetown. Three sisters, who are also 
graduates of Georgetown High School, 
and their husbands partnered together 
to open the frozen yogurt bar in Octo-
ber. Terri and Brian Cowdrey, Tiffany 
and James Esquivel, and Lori and Jason 
Walters, also a GHS grad, serve 14 fla-
vors of natural, kosher-certified yogurt 
that is not powder-based. There are also 
about 50 hard toppings and a fruit bar. 
Terri said they tried to create a family-
friendly atmosphere with plenty of 
seating space, TV screens, Wi-Fi and a 
meeting room in the back.

Presale of the single-family resi-
dences in The Brownstones at The 
Summit began Jan. 1, 2012, and 
developer Novak Brothers planned 
to pour the foundations for the first 
four homes in January. Jim Cramer, 
vice president of Novak Brothers, 
said the company had talked to more 
than 300 people by late 2011 who 
were interested in the grouped three-
story homes. Priced from the upper 
$200,000s to $400,000, the brown-
stones also have rooftop entertain-
ment space for features such as hot 
tubs or fireplaces. Total build-out calls 
for about 114 single-family residencies 
that range in size from 1,700 square 
feet to 2,900 square feet. 

Arts Avenue for Kids
614 E. University Ave.
299-5402 • www.artsavenueforkids.com

Williamson County Community  
Coordinated Child Care (WC4C)  
Child Development Center
2409 Dawn Drive 
948-7618 • www.wc4c.org

The Wesleyan at Estrella Assisted Living
109 Estrella Crossing • 863-2528
www.wesleyanhomes.org

Angel Springs Event Center
1550 CR 267 • 535-6584
www.angelspringsevents.com

CherryBerry
1103 Rivery Blvd., Ste. 260 • 864-2591
www.facebook.com/CherryBerryGeorgetown
www.cherryberryyogurtbar.com

The Brownstones at The Summit
Rivery Blvd near Williams Drive
931-7774 • www.texasbrownstones.com

Arts Avenue for Kids

Williamson County  
Community Coordinated 
Child Care (WC4C)

The Wesleyan at Estrella 
Assisted Living

The Brownstones  
at The Summit

Angel Springs  
Event Center

CherryBerry
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Terri Cowdrey (left) and Jason and Lori 
Walters are three of the six owners of frozen 
yogurt bar CherryBerry.

The homes have the option for alley 
or front-loaded garages. A part of The 
Summit at Rivery Park development, 
the brownstones are located off I-35 
at Rivery Boulevard and overlook the 
San Gabriel River and Georgetown’s 
Rivery Park.

Kauffman Loop

29
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Dr. Craig Staebel M.D., P.A.
Board Certifi ed Plastic Surgeon

Our Services

AboutIt’
s

CONFIDENCE

Must present coupon. 
Expires 2/17/12

Located in the Austin Avenue Medical Plaza  |  3201 South Austin Avenue, Suite #305, Georgetown

512-686-1650 • www.georgetownplasticsurgery.com

LocLocateated id in tn thehe AuAustin Avenue Medical Plaza || 33201 South Austistin An Avenvenueue, SuSuiteite #3#305,

512-686-1650 • www.georgetownplasticsurgery.com

Georgetown Plastic Surgery

Laser 
Treatment 
ConsultationCO

M
PL
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EN

TA
RY INTRODUCING 

XEOMIN AT 
$7/UNIT

(BOTOX $9/UNIT)

• Breast Augmentation/ Revisions
• Breast Reconstruction
• Breast Lifts
• Breast Reduction
• Abdominoplasty
• Rhinoplasty
• Blepharoplasty
• Face Lift/Brow Lift
• Botox
• Juvederm
• Radiesse
• Permanent Makeup  
• Liposuction/Lipo- sculpture
• Labial Reduction
• Prominent Ear Correction
• Post-Weight Loss Body Contouring
•  Facial Resurfacing (Chemical Peels, 

Dermabrasion, Laser Resurfacing)
• Skin Cancer
• Mini-Facelift
• Laser Hair and Vein Removal
• IPL Photofacial
• Spider Vein Injections

$19.95

$59.95
BELOW NEW CAR DEALERS

Most Cars & Light Trucks

Celebrating 33 Years

We’re Proud to Serve Georgetown! Plus Cedar Park and Austin! 

AUSTIN
405 W. Slaughter Lane

Austin, TX  78748
512.291.6789

 
CEDAR PARK

1335 E. Whitestone Blvd., 
Building 1 

Cedar Park, TX  78613
512.456.2500

See store manager for details on all of the above

$129.95

• Lube, Oil & Filter Change
• Air Filter
• Cabin Air Filter (may require 

additional labor)
• Replace engine coolant
• Pressure test cooling 

systems
• Scan on-board computer 

for codes
• Clean & Adjust Rear Brakes
• Complete vehicle inspection 

(approx. 52 points)

• Perform road test
• Service Transmission (filter is 

additional if required)
• Rotate Tires
• Battery Service

BRAKES AS LOW AS
We are the experts!  Many auto 
repair facilities do not have the 
trained technicians or the right 
equipment to diagnose and repair 
anti-lockbrake systems...we do!  

Same day service available on most cars & light 
trucks.*Also includes cleaning and adjusting 
brakes or a FREE oil Change! 

$79.95
STANDARD

Semi-Metallic Pads

$139.95

Lifetime Warranty Ceramic Pads 
or OEM Equivalent

PREMIUM

Price includes up to one hour of 
diagnosis.  In some cases, more 
than one hour may be required.
 

Gift Cards
Available!

www.SunAutoServiceUSA.com

We Welcome All Your Questions!
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Georgetown City Council

City Manager Paul Brandenburg

Meetings
the Council meets at  
6 p.m. the second and 
fourth tuesday of the 
month.

Georgetown City Council 
Chambers
101 e. Seventh St. 
931-7715
www.georgetown.org

Council members and terms

Top issues for 2012

•	 Facilities 
the council will consider what to do with 
facilities in downtown when the police and 
fire departments move into new buildings.  

•	 Economic development 
Council could consider updates to 
economic development agreements for 
projects throughout the city that have 
been stalled due to the economy.

•	 Water utilities 
the city could acquire the Chisholm trail 
Special Utility district, which provides 
water to some residents in the etJ.

•	 Residential development 
Council may look at ways to incentivize 
residential development in the city.

•	 Solid waste and recycling 
the council will also consider taking bids 
for its solid-waste services and a new 
single-stream recycling service.

•	 City charter
Council members will decided what 
changes could be made in the city char-
ter, which would require a public vote.

Big decisions made in 2011

•	 Budget
the council approved the 2011–12 
budget, which included about $400,000 
in cuts, and approved a new property tax 
rate of 38.75 cents per $100 valuation.

•	 City elections 
City Council moved city elections from 
May to november. this will have to be 
approved by voters during a city charter 
election, possibly in november 2012. 

•	 Redistricting 
the council went through a redistricting 
process that shifted some neighbor-
hoods into new council districts.

•	 Public safety 
Council approved moving forward with 
constructing fire station no. 5 and recon-
structing fire station no. 2. the council 
also approved moving forward with is-
suing bonds to design the Public Safety 
operations and training Facility.

•	 City attorney 
the council accepted the retirement of 
City Attorney Mark Sokolow and agreed 
to a severance package.

TV coverage
Meetings are replayed 
on Suddenlink Cable 
Channel 10 at 7 p.m. on 
wednesday, Friday and 
Saturday following each 
City Council meeting. each 
meeting is also broadcast 
on the city’s website.

Terms and  
compensation
the mayor and council 
serve three-year terms 
with no term limits. the 
mayor’s salary is $450 
a month, and council 
members receive $300 a 
month. Both offices have 
a maximum $100 expense 
reimbursement.

“I’m real excited and energetic about 
what I see taking place for the downtown. 
What is good for the downtown is good 
for everybody ... In general, I think 
economic development citywide is 
starting to come back.”

—Paul Brandenburg
Georgetown City Manager

District 1   
Patty Eason 

Term expires: May 2012 
Third term  

District 5   
Pat Berryman 

Term expires: May 2012 
Second term  

District 3   
Danny Meigs 

Term expires: May 2013 
First term  

District 7    
Tommy Gonzalez 

Term expires: May 2013 
First term  

  Mayor 
George Garver 
Term expires: May 2014 
Second term  

  District 4 
Bill Sattler 
Term expires: May 2013 
Second term

  

  District 2 
Troy Hellmann 
Term expires: May 2014 
First term

  

  District 6 
Rachael Jonrowe 
Term expires: May 2014 
First term

  

City Council 101
the Georgetown City Council’s 
members are elected from single-
member districts, and the mayor is 
elected at-large. each council member 
must live in the member district he or 
she represents.

Citizens wishing to address council on 
subjects not on the agenda must submit 
a request to the city secretary by noon 
on the wednesday prior to the tuesday 
meeting. to speak on agenda items, 

individuals may fill out a citizen comment 
form available at the meeting.

each council meeting consists of a 
council workshop and regular meeting. 
the workshop allows city staff to present 
updates on various items to the council. 
regular meetings include the executive 
session, consent agenda—which allows 
the council to vote on noncontroversial 
items in one vote —and the legislative 
agenda, which includes public hearings, 
readings of ordinances and other items 
forwarded from boards and commissions.

Source: City Manager Paul Brandenburg
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February 26th
12 to 5 PM
East View 

High School

80 Vendors | 2 Fashion Shows

Pre-registration and details at:
www.GeorgetownBridalShow.com

512-930-3535

Event Center Catering

One stop shopping for your planning!
- First 250 brides receive a VIP tote bag -

- Honeymoon Giveaway (must pre-register & attend) -

Free Event!

Sponsored by:

3/17/12 3/17/12
CI_GEO CI_GEO
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Williamson County

Dan Gattis

County commissioners

Top issues for 2012

•	 Transportation and mobility
williamson County grew by almost 70 
percent in the last 10 years. Keeping up 
with transportation needs will continue 
to be something the Commissioners 
Court will address in 2012. Although 
a bond issue is not likely in 2012, the 
court may begin looking at issuing 
bonds in 2013 or 2014 to fund transpor-
tation projects, Gattis said.

•	 Water
the Commissioners Court does not 
have any authority over water distribu-
tion and development, but water use 
is a big issue in williamson County 
and something the court is concerned 
about. Gattis said the county would give 
leadership and support to the entities 
that do control water use, and it will 
promote conservation and development 
of new water resources.

•	 The economy and the budget
developing the county budget and 
setting a tax rate will continue to be a 
big concern through 2012 and probably 
through 2013, Gattis said.

•	 Infrastructure
the Commissioners Court will be looking 
at infrastructure from the standpoint of 
county buildings and office buildings. 
the county has some old buildings, and 
some people are working in questionable 
conditions, Gattis said. what to do about 
office space is something the county will 
be addressing in the coming year.

Top decisions in 2011

•	 Transportation
the county spent time developing plans 
and starting construction on projects 
in 2011 that included Hwy. 195 and 
ronald reagan Boulevard in Precinct 
3 and o’Connor drive in Precinct 1. 
environmental concerns, particularly 
those affecting road construction, were 
also an issue.

•	 Drought
Because of the September wildfires in 
Bastrop, Leander and Steiner ranch as 
well as adverse weather conditions, wil-
liamson County Judge dan Gattis issued 
a disaster declaration for williamson 
County on Sept. 7, which banned all 
outdoor burning and cooking. 

•	 The budget and tax rate
williamson County was able to lower the 
tax rate slightly in 2011. the taxes on the 
average priced home in the county did 
not increase over 2010. 

•	 Emergency radio system
A computer-aided dispatch program 
was installed as a part of the county-
wide emergency radio system. the CAd 
program enhances the efficiency of 
emergency dispatch by allowing police 
officers to do more tasks from their 
vehicles, such as bookkeeping, and 
the program also has global position-
ing software that gives the county the 
ability to track the location of every 
emergency vehicle.

Meetings
Williamson County Commissioners Court 
meets at 9:30 a.m. every Tuesday.

Williamson County Courthouse
710 S. Main St., Georgetown
943-1550
www.wilco.org

County Judge: Dan A. Gattis

710 Main St., Ste. 101, 
Georgetown • 943-1550

Precinct 1: Lisa Birkman

1801 E. Old Settlers Blvd., #110
Round Rock • 244-8610

Precinct 2: Cynthia Long

350 Discovery Blvd., Ste. 201
Cedar Park • 260-4280 

Precinct 3: Valerie Covey

3010 Williams Drive, Ste. 153
Georgetown • 943-3370

Precinct 4: Ron Morrison

350 Exchange Blvd., Ste. 100
Hutto • 846-1190

Terms and compensation
The county judge and four county 
commissioners serve four-year terms. Each 
commissioner receives $83,558.62 per 
year, and the county judge’s annual salary is 
$102,616.81.

“Water is easy to talk about now because 
we’re in a drought. But all we need is one 
big rain event, and the lakes fill up and 
people quit worrying about it. It’s something 
we need to keep in the forefront.”

—County Judge Dan Gattis

C
ity an

d
 C

ou
n

ty U
p

d
ate

• AIR DUCT CLEANING • NO HIDDEN CHARGES • 10% OFF CARPET REPAIRS  
RED OUT REMOVAL • BABY-SAFE PRODUCTS

For clean carpets - Call today!

$95
5 ROOMS CLEANED

FREE Deodorizer and 
Pre-treatment included

BEST VALUE
Average Room Size 15’ X 17’
Add a hallway for $8
We move most furniture
Expires 2/20/12 Add 

Stain 
Guard 

for $50

$95 SOFA AND 
LOVESEAT COMBO

Expires 2/20/12

FREE Deodorizer and 
Pre-treatment included

BO

ddddd

Add
Chair

for $35

Just 40¢ per sq. ft. 
(Reg. 80¢)

TILE & GROUT 
CLEANING

Expires 2/20/12FREE
JJ
((

TT
CC

EFREE

50%
OFF

CARPET & TILE 
CLEANING DONE RIGHT

We Use IICRC Recommended 
Environmentally Friendly Products

Our Specialists are here to help!
• Guaranteed Customer Approval
• State-of-the-art Equipment  
• Van Mounted Equipment  
• Carpet Repairs
• Oriental Rug Cleaning 
• Professional Tile Stripping and Re� nishing

Inquire about our commercial rates.

“Quality Service You Can Trust”
Locally Owned & Operated

Insured & Bonded

836-8900

Ask about our new dryer vent specials and fi re safety prevention

PET ODOR SPECIALISTS

Get a FREE quote online

nd fi re safety prevention

www.KandMsteamcleaning.com

ALL OF OUR CLEANING SPECIALS 
INCLUDE DEEP CLEANING

CARPET  CLEANING SPEC IALS

13 Yr. Accredited Member of the 
Better Business Bureau
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Dr. Julia Sherrill provides family medicine services and routine 
prenatal care at Scott & White Clinic – Taylor.

She received her medical degree at Texas Tech School of Medicine in Lubbock and graduated cum laude in 
biochemistry in the school’s undergraduate program. Her post-doctoral training includes an internship and 
residency program in family medicine, where she received an award of excellence for diabetic patient management.

Dr. Sherrill is currently accepting new patients.

For more information or to schedule a visit, call 512-352-4000

Julia K. C. Sherrill, MD

sw.org

OUR PRIMARY CONCERN:You
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Comment at impactnews.com

Candidates line up for WilCo 
attorney as Duty leaves post
By Gene Davis 

With Williamson County Attorney 
Jana Duty announcing her intention to 
run for district attorney against incum-
bent John Bradley, multiple Texas 
lawyers have filed to run for the county 
attorney position.

Rick Kennon, Jeff Maurice and Dee 
Hobbs filed as Republicans to run for 
county attorney before the temporary 
Dec. 19 filing deadline. The candidacy 
filing period will be reopened after 
a court enters redistricting plans for 
Texas House, Senate and Congress. The 
filing period will then be permanently 
closed Feb. 1.

The county attorney is in charge of 
prosecuting misdemeanor adult crimi-
nal and all juvenile cases, handling all 
small-claims cases and several of the 
civil lawsuits filed against the county, 
and performing civil duties such as 
representing Child Protective Services 
on behalf of abused and neglected chil-
dren of Williamson County.

Duty has served as county attor-
ney for seven years. The relationship 
between county commissioners and 
Duty has been strained following a 
series of lawsuits and grievances the 
parties filed against each other. 

The Williamson County Attorney’s 
Office provided legal counsel to com-
missioners before the county created a 
legal adviser position in 2010. Multiple 
candidates cited Duty’s conflict with 
the commissioners and county judge 
as a reason they entered the county 
attorney race. 

For her part, Duty has said keeping 
commissioners in check was one of the 
many jobs she was elected to do.

The candidates who have filed
Hobbs received his law degree from 

Baylor University and has worked in 
the county attorney’s office for the past 

10 years. He is currently the chief of the 
office’s criminal division. He said he 
is well-qualified to be county attorney 
because he knows how the county 
attorney’s office works and where it 
needs to go.

“I think it’s a passion for the office 
that’s important,” he said. “I love what I 
do, and I want to keep moving forward.”

Kennon, an attorney for 27 years, 
filed before Duty announced her inten-
tion to run for district attorney. He said 
he thinks he is the most experienced 
candidate and that he has done every-
thing from litigation representing a 
governmental entity to prosecution and 
criminal defense work.

“I’ve covered the gambit of what the 
county attorney’s office does, and I 
think because of that experience, I’ve 
got a better ability to run that office,” 
he said.

Maurice received a law degree from 
The University of Texas at Austin and 
was a lawyer for Dell Inc. He ran and 
lost as a Democrat against Williamson 
County Precinct 4 Commissioner Ron 
Morrison in 2010. He is running for 
county attorney as a Republican.

“We must do a much better job of 
negotiating, administering and enforc-
ing the county’s contracts and business 
arrangements while making William-
son County a good and fair place to 
do business,” he said in a statement. 
“I believe that my proven track record 
as Dell’s lead attorney in developing 
Dell’s Round Rock and Parmer Lane 
campuses is an achievement that can’t 
be matched by any other candidate in 
the race.”

The general primary election is 
scheduled for April 3, but that date is 
subject to change.

The following locally elected positions are up for election in May. Elected officials currently holding the 
seats are listed. No candidates have officially filed for seats. The first day for candidates to file is  
Feb. 4 (a Saturday, so some areas may not take filings until Monday, Feb. 6). The last day is March 5.

Primary Election dates
Last day to register  March 5
First day of early voting  March 19
Last day to apply for ballot by mail March 27
Primary Election Day*  April 3
Primary Runoff Election Day* June 5

May 12 local elections
Last day to register to vote   April 12
First day of early voting    April 30
Last day to apply for ballot by mail   May 4
Election Day    May 12
*Dates subject to change

The following elected positions are up for 
election in November and, in some cases, 
candidates may face primary challenges on  
April 3. Incumbents are listed.

NATIONAL AND STATE REPRESENTATIvES

U.S. House, District 31
John Carter

Railroad Commissioner
Barry Smitherman
Elizabeth Ames-Jones (Ames-Jones is running 
for Texas State Senate)

Texas Supreme Court
Place 2 Don Willett
Place 4 David Medina
Place 6 Nathan Hecht

Court of Criminal Appeals 
Presiding Judge Sharon Keller
Place 7 Barbara Parker Hervey
Place 8 Elsa Alcala

3rd Court of Appeals
Place 2 Jeff Rose
Place 3 Diane Henson
Place 5 David Puryear
Place 6 Bob Pemberton

State Board of Education District 10
Marsha Farney (Farney is running for House 
District 20)

State Senator District 5
Sen. Steve Ogden (Ogden is retiring)

State Representative District 20
Rep. Charles Schwertner (Schwertner is 
running for State Senate District 5)

State Representative District 52
Larry Gonzales

State Representative District 149
Open seat (newly created district)

WILLIAMSON COUNTY 

26th District Judge
Billy Ray Stubblefield

395th District Judge
Mike Jergins

425th District Judge
Mark Silverstone

District Attorney
John Bradley

Tax Assessor-Collector
Deborah Hunt

Sheriff 
James R. Wilson

County Attorney
Jana Duty (Duty is running for District 
Attorney)

Pct. 1 Commissioner Lisa Birkman

Pct. 3 Commissioner Valerie Covey

Pct. 1 Constable Robert Chody

Pct. 2 Constable Rick Coffman

Pct. 3 Constable Bobby Gutierrez

Pct. 4 Constable Marty Ruble

Important dates

May 12 elections

Nov. 6 elections

Source: williamson County GoP

First in Texas to perform Bronchial Thermoplasty
for patients with severe, persistent asthma!

512-819-0132  |  www.txpulmonary.com  |  1900 Scenic Drive, Suite 2208 - Georgetown
Seeing patients on Wednesdays at our Round Rock o�  ce: 7200 Wyoming Springs, Suite 1400 - Round Rock

Dr. Dominic deKeratry • Dr. Esther Fields

Also treating:

Lung Cancer • COPD • Asthma
Occupational Lung Disease • Pleural Disease

Georgetown City Council
District 1 Patty Eason
District 5 Pat Berryman 

Georgetown ISD
Place 6 Greg Eady 
Place 7 Bradley D. Smith
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Join us for 
Superbowl

Live Music

Saturday 
Night

Kid Friendly

www.the5050.biz

Make your Valentine’s 
reservations now!

NOW OPEN ON THE 
SQUARE

708 S. Austin Ave., Georgetown, 
Texas, 78628

Mon.–Thu. 11 am–9 pm
Fri. 11 am–10:30 pm

Sat. 10:30 am–10:30 pm
Sun. 10:30 am–9 pm

University Ave.

35

A
ustin A

ve.

512- 863-5777

Downtown
Continued from | 1

The new year promises changes for downtown Georgetown. 
Here is a sampling of the projects going on in late 2011 and 2012.
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University Ave.

Williamson 
County Criminal 
Justice Center

The City of Georgetown will begin improvements 
in the spring to Austin Avenue between Seventh 
and Eighth streets that include expanded side-
walks, landscaping and public art.

Georgetown, 

Texas

Comment at impactnews.com
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have that’s different—this Square is beautiful,” Eco-
nomic Development Director Mark Thomas said. “We 
do continue to hear that from many people outside the 
state [and] new people that come in.”

Since the report was released, different city depart-
ments as well as other organizations have worked to 
enhance the Georgetown Square. 

Through the help of a matching grant from the City 
of Georgetown and donations from local businesses, 
the Main Street program hung up an additional $30,000 
in lights throughout the Square during the holidays.

In the spring, the city plans to extend the sidewalk 
on Austin Avenue between Seventh and Eighth streets 
by about 8 feet, allowing additional space for outdoor 
seating for restaurants and making the area more 
pedestrian-friendly.

The IF Marketing study recommended creating a 
cluster of wineries, and when Grape Creek Vineyards 
opens a winery this summer, the city will have two. 
Thomas said the economic development department 
will continue its efforts to recruit additional wineries.

Another tourist draw is events that appeal to a broad 
audience, so for the first time this spring, a criterium 
bike race will take place in the downtown streets. The 
criterium is a timed, short-track race that is expected to 
draw about 500 participants from across the nation, as 
well as spectators.

“It’s the kind of event that we think can bring people 
to Georgetown that haven’t been here before, and we 
think that it can be a neat experience,” said Georgetown 
Public Information Officer Keith Hutchinson.

Outside the perimeters
Not all the activity is confined to the four streets 

around the Williamson County Courthouse.
Lone Star Circle of Care moved more of its admin-

istrative staff to The Georgetonian at 205 E. University 
Ave. during the first week of December. The commu-
nity health center has a system of about 25 clinics in 
the Central Texas area. Lone Star Circle of Care signed 
an agreement in June with the Georgetown Economic 
Development Corp. to keep its administrative staff in 
Georgetown after City Council approved a loan for up to 
$387,000 for improvements to its Georgetown facilities 
that could be forgiven if certain requirements are met.

Thomas said retaining Lone Star Circle of Care keeps 
well-paying jobs in Georgetown and moves some of 
them closer to the Square, which will help support retail.

“[These] are jobs that now are going to be downtown, 
that will shop downtown, they’ll eat lunch downtown. 
They are literally within walking distance of coming to 
the Square,” he said.

On the opposite end of the downtown area is another 
project that will bring more people within close proxim-
ity of downtown retail and restaurants. Just north of the 
San Gabriel River, construction is ongoing on the Two 
Rivers apartments. 

Thomas said he hopes the momentum created from 
the new projects and work the city is doing downtown 
will continue throughout 2012 and attract more busi-
nesses to the Square.

“We really want it to become a very valuable place 
where people will say, ‘Wow, look at how much effort is 
going in to make this an appealing place. New invest-
ment is coming in, we see more foot traffic, we see 
investment by the city,” Thomas said.

Downtown 
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Monument 
Cafe

Monument Cafe owners Rusty 
Winkstern and Clark Lyda 
opened Monument Market, a 
store that sells fresh produce, 
meats and dairy products, in 
April and an open-air Texas 
biergarten, The Garden at the 
Monument, in June.

The police department is 
scheduled to move once a new 
public safety operations and 
training facility is built on D.B. 
Wood Road in the spring of 2014. 
The Georgetown Friends of the 
Arts group has shown support 
for turning the space into an art 
center, which is one possible 
use the city has identified for the 
building after it is vacated.

The Williamson County parking garage was 
closed in January 2011 for structural repairs, 
and a reopening date has not been set. City 
Council approved a $9,950 feasibility study 
Aug. 9 to identify where the city could build a 
new parking garage in downtown.

Police 
department

50/50 Restaurant and Wine 
Bar opened Jan. 9 (see Page 
4 for more information).
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Roots 
Bistro

Two Rivers

Williamson 
County Jail

Courthouse

Williamson 
County parking 
garage

The River 
Place 

50/50 Restaurant 
and Wine Bar

The Uptown 
Social

Lone Star 
Circle of Care

Although some of the administrative staff of Lone Star Circle 
of Care have occupied the second floor of The Georgeton-
ian building for about a year, Rebekah Haynes, director of 
communications for Lone Star Circle of Care, said more 
employees moved from 1500 W. University Ave. into the 
third floor of the building during the first week of December, 
bringing the total staff to 57 at the Georgetonian.

Fredericksburg-based Grape 
Creek Vineyards is projected 
to open a winery in the sum-
mer. The Georgetown Visitor 
Information Center, which 
previously occupied the 
space, moved next door to 
103 W. Seventh St. on Jan. 7.

Grape Creek 
vineyards winery

Austin-based developer Larry Peel and Co. Inc. is building the 
Two Rivers apartments, a 179-unit, multifamily residential 
complex that will include a clubhouse, pool and spa.
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Bar, lounge and eatery The Uptown Social 
opened in December on the top floor of the 
Tamiro Plaza (see Page 4 for more information).

Through the Looking Glass 
Gallery opened Dec. 2 (see 
Page 4 for more information).
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Fire administration 
building

The City of Georgetown Economic Development Department 
offices and Public Communications offices moved Oct. 19 to 
the second floor of the building. The city continues to market 
the fire truck bay area to clients, including wineries and 
microbreweries. A pilot art center program could open in the 
office space after fire administration moves out this summer. 
City Council would have to approve the program first. 

Construction continues on The River Place at 100 S. 
Austin Ave. Monument Cafe owners Rusty Winkstern 
and Clark Lyda plan to open a Mexican restaurant 
at the site by spring. Winkstern said the restaurant 
would serve interior and coastal Mexican dishes 
along with some Tex-Mex favorites, and would have 
the same farm-to-table concept as Monument Cafe.

Matt and Tracey Shepperd recently became the owners 
of Roots Bistro, formerly Down the Alley Bistro. The Shep-
perds renovated the inside of the building, and Amoré 
Boutique is now located upstairs. Matt said the restaurant 
is in the process of obtaining its beer and wine license.

512.260.5860
www.lonestardermatology.com

1401 Medical Parkway 
Bldg. B, Suite 300 

Cedar Park, TX 78613

Aubrey Chad Hartmann, MD
Board Certifi ed Dermatologist

Kelly Webb, PA-C
Physician Assistant

Tricia Winters, PA-C
Physician Assistant

Anne Marie Slater, LA
Aesthetician

Melody Vander Straten, MD
Board Certifi ed Dermatologist 

Trust the care of your skin to 
the providers at Lone Star 
Dermatology. Combining 
specialized training with 

advanced treatments to care 
for you and your family. 

From skin cancer prevention, 
detection and treatment to 

the latest advances in acne, 
eczema, psoriasis and skin 

surgery, Lone Star Dermatology 
is here to serve you.

Specialized Skin 
Care for the Family

Through the 
Looking Glass 
Gallery
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By Samantha Bryant

By Beth Wade

By Beth Wade

Brookwood in Georgetown
Meaningful jobs provided for adults with disabilities

CleanFUEL USA
Alternative fuel company recovers from June 2 fire

Georgetown Living
Alzheimer’s disease care facility works to improve residents’ lives

Brookwood in Georgetown participants make 
floral arrangements, granola and pottery that 
is sold at area markets. 

CleanFUEL USA CEO/Founder Curtis Donaldson said 
the company will launch two new programs in 2012.
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After high school graduation, it 
can be difficult for a person with 
disabilities to find and keep 

meaningful employment, said Erin 
Kiltz, founder and director of Brook-
wood in Georgetown, an entrepreneur-
ial and vocational day program for 
adults with disabilities. 

It was the desire to provide more 
opportunities for adults in George-
town that motivated Kiltz to found 
nonprofit organization Light Texas 
in March 2011. In September, Light 
Texas became a part of The Brookwood 
Community, a 26-year-old educa-
tional, residential and entrepreneurial 

After losing more than $600,000 in 
inventory and the company’s  
 operating space in a fire June 2, 

CleanFUEL USA CEO/Founder Curtis 
Donaldson said the business is back to 
operating at a sustainable level. 

The fire destroyed the company’s 
headquarters at 116 Halmar Cove. The 
firm, which manufactures and distrib-
utes fuel stations, dispensing devices 
and engine systems for alternative fuels, 
moved back into the building in the 
second week of January.

In January, CleanFUEL launched its 
first Cutaway program with General 

Char Hu’s mission when opening Georgetown 
Living, an Alzheimer’s disease care facility in 
Georgetown, was to create a stimulating envi-

ronment for people with the disease, he said.
“We’ve started focusing on just our approach 

to Alzheimer care, which is very unique,” Hu 
said. “We’re very proactive when it comes to our 
residents, stimulating them and coming up with 
activities and a ton of social interaction to battle 
that depression that starts to happen when you get 
older and you start realizing you have something 
like Alzheimer’s disease or dementia.”

The family-owned and -operated facility opened 
in January 2010 with 16 beds, and in November 

2011, the center opened a second 9,000-square-foot 
building with room for an additional 16 residents. 

Georgetown Living features specially designed 
floor plans, coloring and lighting to help residents 
in any stage of Alzheimer’s disease. 

“Our motivation from day one was to have a very 
intensive approach toward [resident care],” Hu said.

Hu earned a Ph.D. from Baylor College of Medi-
cine while researching biochemical mechanisms 
used to care for Alzheimer’s disease and dementia. 
Hu is developing a software package with the help of 
some of his former professors that he hopes to com-
mercialize and make available for other care facilities 
that would help track and monitor residents’ statuses.

community for adults with disabilities 
located in Brookshire, Texas.

Now known as Brookwood in 
Georgetown, or BiG, the organization 
has a three-day-a-week program.

BiG has nine participants who work 
as a team to make floral arrangements, 
bake and create pottery at Georgetown 
Church of Christ. Items are sold at area 
markets and bazaars, and participants 
receive compensation for their work. 

“They have learned that they can be 
successful, and they love what they are 
doing,” Kiltz said.

BiG will open a retail store Jan. 26 at 
Ironstone (see Page 4 for details).

Motors for the G4500 van, which is 
CleanFUEL’s first line of fleet vehicles 
available at GM dealerships. The com-
pany also expects to launch a similar 
program in November with Freight-
liner Custom Chassis Corp., a subsidy 
of Daimler Trucks North America, to 
convert a General Motors engine to 
an 8-liter propane engine with Clean-
FUEL’s liquid propane injection system. 

“We have two significant events—
one in January and one in Novem-
ber,” Donaldson said. “By the end 
of [2012], [they] will significantly 
change our operations.”

Brookwood in Georgetown
Georgetown Church of Christ, 
1525 W. University Ave. 
966-7574 • www.brookwoodcommunity.org

CleanFUEL USA
116 Halmar Cove
864-0300 • www.cleanfuelusa.com
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Georgetown Living
2700 Shell Road
863-9888
www.gtownliving.com
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By Beth Wade By Samantha Bryant

v&P China Garden
Brothers revamp restaurant 

Mezquite Grill
Authentic Mexican cuisine
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V&P China Garden co-owner Victor Chan  
offers customers authentic Chinese food.

Gabriel Montalvo opened Mezquite Grill near 
the intersection of Williams Drive and I-35 
in September.
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Brothers Victor and Peter Chan 
opened V&P China Garden in mid-
August 2011 after purchasing the 
space that formerly housed a China 
Buffet restaurant. 

The pair moved to Austin and 
decided to open a Chinese restaurant 
in Georgetown. 

The brothers bought the space in 
May and renovated the inside, which 
included replacing the flooring and 
ceiling and redoing the kitchen. 

“The reason we picked this place is 
because we found out in Georgetown, 
the population is pretty good,” Victor 
Chan said. 

Chan said owning and operat-
ing restaurants is a family business. 
The brothers owned and operated 
a Chinese restaurant in Chinatown 
Philadelphia with their brother. 
The brothers, whose father owned 
restaurants in Philadelphia, grew up 
in the service industry, so it seemed 
natural to start their own businesses, 
Victor Chan said. 

Peter Chan learned to cook under 
his father’s tutelage and has been a 
chef in Chinese restaurants for more 
than 15 years, Victor Chan said.  

Deep in Mexico, about 250 miles 
north of Mexico City in Rioverde, 
San Luis Potosí, Gabriel Montalvo 
had a restaurant. He named the 
restaurant Mezquite Grill after the 
nearby mesquite trees, an important 
source of wood in the region that is 
used for making furniture.

A decade later in 2011, he opened 
a restaurant under an identical name 
in Georgetown, serving some of the 
same authentic Mexican food as the 
original restaurant as well as some 
Tex-Mex dishes. 

Montalvo opened Mezquite Grill 
in September after remodeling the 
interior of the building, which he 
said has housed several restaurants 
before his. 

Several of the recipes include 
seasonings developed by Montalvo’s 
grandmother, such as the Mezquite 
Tilapia ($9.99). Served with white 
rice, the tilapia filet is cooked with 
bell pepper, tomato, and onions and 
topped with seasonings his grand-
mother used when cooking.

A specialty dish of Mezquite Grill 
is the Camarones Rayito ($10.99), 
which consists of marinated shrimp 

v&P China Garden
3010 Williams Drive, Ste. 150 
869-3502

Mezquite Grill
121 N. I-35 • 868-9965
Mon.–Sat. 7 a.m.–3 p.m., 5–8 p.m.  
Sun. 8 a.m.–2 p.m.

While Victor works in the dining 
room, Peter manages the kitchen 
and the menu, creating some of the 
dishes from recipes he has created 
over the years. 

“Peter is really good at inventing his 
own recipes,” Victor Chan said. “He 
is best at managing the whole kitchen, 
and I’m better in the dining room.”

The restaurant features a lunch 
buffet and sit-down dinner service. 
Catering and in-restaurant parties are 
also available, as well as free Wi-Fi. 

stuffed with smoked cheese and 
wrapped in bacon.

In addition to breakfast tacos, 
Mezquite Grill also offers a full 
breakfast menu with an omelet, 
huevos rancheros and migas. Lunch 
specials are $4.99 and are served 
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. and include 
dishes such as Chile Relleno and 
Super Enchiladas.

williams dr.

When time is of the essence, you should know 
that in addition to being nationally accredited as 
experts in the treatment and care for stroke and 
chest pain, Scott & White Hospital - Round Rock 
Emergency Department has one of the shortest 
wait times in the country. Our ER team assesses, 
diagnoses and treats patients quickly. Whether 
it’s a stroke, heart attack or some other life 
threatening event, you don’t need help fast.  
You need it Scott & White EMERGENCY fast.

Then there’s Scott & White 
EMERGENCY fast.

There’s fast.

To see our current wait times or to learn more,  
visit roundrockemergency.sw.org

Scott & White Hospital - Round Rock
EMERGENCY DEpaRTMENT

512-509-0100
300 University Boulevard, Round Rock, TX
Directly behind the Round Rock Premium Outlet Mall
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Regional transportation
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Postponed Round Rock bus routes

Round Rock  
Intermodal Transit 

and Parking Facility

Tech Ridge 
Park and Ride

Map not to scale

Express bus

Reverse commute route 
west of i-35

Reverse commute route 
east of i-35
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Round Rock express, reverse commute routes delayed indefinitely 

By Blake Rasmussen

As part of the city’s initiative to provide public transportation, round rock officials plan to 
begin operations of a demand-response bus service as soon as mid-year. 

However, the planned reverse commute and express bus routes have been delayed 
indefinitely, said round rock transportation director Gary Hudder. Hudder said the City 
Council has directed the staff not to pursue those systems for the time being.

He did say the council has authorized them to move forward with a five-year contract for 
demand-response service that would cost about $2.5 million over the life of the contract.

the implementation of the demand-response service has already been delayed several times 
as the city has worked to put together its first transportation system.

to fund the new systems, round rock has been approved by Capital Metro to become a 
direct recipient of federal funds approximately one year after Capital Metro pulled funding for 
round rock’s previous contract with the Capital Area rural transportation System (CArtS).

As a result, round rock will receive about $426,000 in federal funds, Hudder said, about 
$175,000 of which will go to the demand-response service.
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Demand-response bus service

• Attempts to replace CArtS’ demand-
response service

• CArtS will continue operating through 
at least May 31

• will operate only within city limits

• no fixed routes

Express bus

• would travel from the round rock 
intermodal transit and Parking Facility 
to the tech ridge Park and ride

• would run during peak morning and 
evening hours with a midday trip

Reverse commute bus service

• would connect the tech ridge Park 
and ride to major employers in round 
rock near toll 45 and i-35

• would run during peak morning and 
evening hours with a midday trip

Funding source: City of round rock, 
federal funding

Timeline: round rock transportation 
director Gary Hudder said the goal is 
to begin the demand-response service 
on June 1 when federal funding could 
become available. Any delay in federal 
funding could mean a delay in the 
implementation of the bus service. the 
express and reverse commute services 
have been delayed indefinitely.

Cost: Approximately $2.5 million over five 
years for the demand-response service
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By Amy Deis

Capital Metro was awarded a Federal transit Authority grant for $38.1 million of a $47.6 million 
project for a two-route rapid bus system. the first route will replace the limited route 101 that 
runs along north Lamar Boulevard from the tech ridge Park and ride to South Congress 
Avenue and the Southpark Meadows retail center. the second route will run along Burnet road 
to South Lamar Boulevard.

the faster routes will use new buses, some of them 60 feet in length to accommodate up to 
111 people, including wheelchair slots and bicycles. the buses will run every 10 minutes seven 
days a week and make 77 stops between the two routes. near downtown, the routes cross one 
another, allowing for access to both. design on the first route is complete, but Capital Metro is 
waiting to receive permission to proceed with design on the second route.

Airport update
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Toll update

By Sara Behunek

with a number of toll roads slated for completion in 2012, this year will represent the most 
miles added to the system since its debut in the region in 2007. 

Manor Expressway
Timeline: Phase 1 open summer 2012 
Cost: Phase 1 is $73.4 million; total cost 
is $426 million

Toll 183A
Timeline: extension open spring 2012 
Cost: $105 million

Toll 130  
Timeline: Segments 5, 6 open fall 2012  
Cost: $1.35 billion

Austin-Bergstrom 
International Airport

Austin Exectutive Airport

Taylor Municipal 
Airport
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By Samantha Bryant

More travelers are using Austin-Bergstrom international Airport as their gateway to the skies. 
Airport spokesman Jim Halbrook said the airport anticipates reports to show an increase of 
passengers in 2011 over 2010. while smaller, nearby airports did not all experience an increase 
in air traffic in 2011, they are making improvements and planning for future growth. 

Taylor Municipal Airport
• the City of taylor is going through 

the approval process to extend the 
airport runway from 4,000 to 5,000 feet. 
Although the extension is years away, 
Bob van til, director of planning and 
development, said the longer runway 
will allow the airport to accommodate 
larger business jets compared with the 
single- and double-engine aircraft that 
use the airport now.

Austin Executive Airport
• Austin executive Airport, formerly 

known as Bird’s nest Airport in 
Pflugerville, opened in June and is 
planning to begin construction on 
a new hangar in January, executive 
director Andrew Perry said.

4
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Austin-Bergstrom International Airport
• on dec. 15, Austin City Council 

approved using the design/build 
method to construct a fourth passenger 
screening checkpoint at the airport. 

• A report released dec. 5 revealed the 
total passenger traffic for January 
through october 2011 was up 6 percent 
compared to the same time period in 
2010, marking 22 consecutive months of 
passenger growth.

• the free cell phone waiting area for 
passenger pickup opened nov. 1.

• A new holiday overflow parking area 
near the cargo facilities was finished in 
late november and has 764 additional 
spaces off of Spirit of texas drive. 

2

1

2

3

Georgetown Municipal Airport
• Airport Manager Sarah Hinton said 

additional events are scheduled at the 
airport in 2012. the easter egg drop 
will occur March 31, a movie night is 
tentatively planned for Father’s day and 
the third annual Georgetown Airfest is 
scheduled for nov. 3.  

• within the next six months, the airport 
will resurface and reseal some of the 
taxiways and lanes and add blue solar 
lights to make it easier for pilots to 
navigate.

Timeline: Capital Metro anticipates 
receiving the green light to start 
implementing the project in February or 
March. once approved, Capital Metro 
will complete design on the second route 
and begin construction on the shelters, 
purchase the buses and have First transit 
start training bus operators.

Cost: $47.6 million, including $25.4 million 
for 40 new buses and construction of 
shelters at the 77 stops

Funding source: the FtA awarded 
Capital Metro a $38.1 million grant. 
Capital Metro only pays 20 percent, or 
$9.5 million, which is coming out of the 
operating budget.

35

MoPac Improvement Project
Timeline: environmental review complete 
in late summer/early fall 2012 
Cost: not yet known

SH 45 SW
Timeline: not yet known 
Cost: not yet known

The Y at Oak Hill
Timeline: not yet known 
Cost: not yet known

1

Bus routes

Capital MetroRapid

Proposed toll roads

Existing toll roads

Existing roads

3
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We hear you loud and clear.
Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local coupons. Available every day, where you live, work and play!

Discount Code: ANY25 
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Organization City
2000 UZA 

population
Year MPO 

designated

North Central Texas COG Arlington 4,145,659 1974

Houston Galveston Area Council Houston 3,822,509 1974

San Antonio-Bexar County MPO San Antonio 1,327,554 1977

CAMPO AustIN 901,920 1973

El Paso MPO El Paso 674,801 1973

Hidalgo County MPO McAllen 523,144 1993

Corpus Christi MPO Corpus Christi 293,925 1973

Killeen-Temple Urban Transportation Study Belton 239,913 1975

Lubbock MPO Lubbock 202,225 1976

Amarillo MPO Amarillo 179,312 1975

By Blake Rasmussen

Local leaders: Williamson 
County MPO unlikely soon
Area officials still searching for public transit solution

R ecent talk of creating an indepen-
dent Williamson County Metro-
politan Planning Organization 

seems to have died down in part due to 
a CAMPO funding plan that gave more 
local control of how transportation 
dollars are spent.

Desire for more control in how 
transportation dollars were spent in 
the county prompted some high-level 
discussions among city and county 
leaders about the possibility of creat-
ing a new metropolitan planning 
organization (MPO)—an entity that 
is responsible for regional trans-
portation planning and doling out 
federal dollars.

Some of that talk was born out of 
frustration with the Capital Area 
Metropolitan Planning Organization, 
which covers Williamson, Travis, Hays, 
Caldwell and Bastrop counties.

“I leave CAMPO meetings frus-
trated, and I think in weak moments 
I’ve thought this would be easier to do 
this on our own,” said Cynthia Long, 
Williamson County Commissioner 
and CAMPO vice chair.

However, Long, as well as the mayors 
of Round Rock and Cedar Park, all 
expressed doubts about the viability of 
a Williamson County MPO.

“I don’t see that happening,” said 
Bob Lemon, Cedar Park mayor and 
CAMPO board member, citing a recent 
meeting between city and county lead-
ers. “The general consensus was that 
wasn’t the right way to go.”

Round Rock Mayor Alan McGraw 
also said he had “serious questions” 
about creating a new MPO, not only 
because of its effect on regionalism, 
but also because it would create a new 

list of requirements and obligations 
for the county.

According to DeLania Hardy, 
executive director of the Association of 
Metropolitan Planning Organizations, 
a nonprofit transportation advocacy 
group, those obligations would include 
short- and long-range planning docu-
ments, regional objectives and goals, a 
congestion management process and 
a certification process through the 
Federal Transit Administration.

Instead, Lemon said, CAMPO needs 
to continue putting more decisions 
in the hands of the counties, as it did 
when it approved—by a vote of 9–8—a 
plan allowing counties to have discre-
tion over their share of $36.374 million 
in federal transportation funds.

“The five counties and CAMPO just 
need to work together and come up 
with strategies where everyone wins,” 
Lemon said. “And the way to do that is 
with local control.”

WilCo public transit
However, that still begs the ques-

tion of how Williamson County will 
address its growing need for public 
transportation.

The need has arisen as cities outgrow 
the Capital Area Rural Transportation 
System (CARTS), an on-demand bus 
service that runs in cities with popula-
tions less than 50,000. With several 
cities in the county nearing or already 
past that benchmark, leaders have been 
struggling to come up with a solution.

“There is a need for connectivity 
between the various cities in William-
son County,” McGraw said.

While Capital Metro—which 
already operates in Leander—would 
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seem like a natural fit to step in, that 
may not be practically possible. In 
order for a city to opt into the Capital 
Metro service area, citizens would 
need to vote to dedicate a 1 cent sales 
tax to Capital Metro.

However, most cities in Williamson 
County are already at their sales tax 
ceiling, typically dedicated to the Type 
A and Type B economic development 
corporations that are responsible for 
much of the county’s growth and thus, 
somewhat ironically, its need for public 
transportation.

“Short of other communities being 
able to do something like that [dedi-
cate a 1 cent sales tax], I don’t see a 
huge expansion without a totally dif-
ferent way of funding public transit,” 
Long said.

One possible model is being tried 
out in Round Rock, which is the first 
city in the county to attempt to run its 
own bus service. Starting in mid-2012, 
Round Rock officials plan to implement 
a replacement for CARTS.

That service will be funded in part 
by federal funds thanks to Capital 
Metro deciding to allow Round Rock 
to be a direct recipient of federal 

transportation funds—the first time 
Capital Metro has made such a deal.

As a result, Round Rock will receive 
about $426,000 in federal funds, 
Round Rock Transportation Director 
Gary Hudder said, about $175,000 of 
which will go to bus service.

The deal only lasts one year, during 
which both the city and Capital Metro 
will evaluate the system. After that, it 
could be extended or re-evaluated.

“Very few people realize what it 
takes to run a transit system and 
get funding from FTA,” said Todd 
Hemingson, vice president strategic 
planning and development planning 
and development for Capital Metro. 
“One of the [questions] would be, 
how is that working for Round Rock? 
They’re putting in X amount of money 
and Y amount of effort. Or does it 
make sense for Capital Metro?” 

Still, Lemon said he is not sure a 
similar approach could work for the 
rest of the county. 

“Right now, public transportation is 
not looking very promising in Cedar 
Park,” Lemon said. “I don’t hear an 
outcry from the people in our city who 
say they need it.”

Texas Metropolitan Planning Organizations

The top 10 metropolitan planning organizations in Texas by population as designated in the 
2000 census are shown. Urbanized Areas (UZA) for 2010 populations will not be designated 
until later this spring, but Williamson County’s population as of the 2010 census was 422,679.

Source: Association of Metropolitan Planning organizations

Offer valid through January 15, 2012, at participating DQ restaurants.  DQ and the ellipse shaped logo are trademarks of  
Am. D.Q. Corp., Mpls. MN ® Reg. U.S. Pat. & TM Off. Tx. D.Q. Op. Coun., © 2012. dqtexas.com
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Bill Engvall 
Celebrity Bowling 
Tournament

February 23, 2012
Mel’s Lone Star Lanes

Georgetown, TX

Tickets and information at

www.unitedway-wc.org

Honoring Janet Engvall McTigue and benefiting 

United Way of Williamson County 

GOLF PROVIDED BYGOLF PROVIDED BY

Visit the Golf Marathon Fan Page by 
scanning the QR code or visiting Facebook.com/

Children-At-Heart-Golf-Marathon; “Like” for a 
chance to win golf for four at Star Ranch.

On April 23, caring golfers of 
all ages will play 100 holes–in 
a single day. Every hole they 
complete will benefi t children 
and families served by Children 
At Heart Ministries through 
Texas Baptist Children’s Home 
and STARRY.

To learn even more, visit ChildrenAtHeartMinistries.org/GolfMarathon 
or call Amanda Keeter at (512) 246-4286.

Win 
Free 
Golf

Information & registration at 
goodhealth.com/ignite.

Saturday, March 3, 2012
1:30 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Presented by

Special thanks to our exhibitors and sponsors

Free Renewal Expo:
• Spring fashion show by Round Rock Premium Outlets 
• Instructor-led group exercise & meditation classes
• Healthy cooking demonstrations 
• Workshops with professional organizers 
• Community sponsor exhibits & motivational speakers

VIP Event: The Transformative Power of Self-Care with  
Renee Peterson Trudeau, national coach/speaker and author of 
The Mother’s Guide to Self-Renewal. $30 until Jan. 31; $40 after.

Baby Earth

Be You. Be True.

Better Health Designs

Bonnie Balistreri Image Consulting

CHASCO Family YMCA

Community Impact

Crabtree and Evelyn

Darlene Templeton, CPCC, ACC

Delightful Me Bakery

Essential Bodywear

Fuego Fitness

Genesis Today

Le Creuset

Lin Scheib, CPCC

Morning Blossom Boutique

Novita Spa

Professional Women of  
Williamson County

Reebok

Renee Trudeau & Associates

Round Rock Premium Outlets

Shibber D’Lites

Seton Brain and Spine Institute

Seton Cove

Seton Family of Doctors

Seton Heart Institute

Seton Institute of Reconstructive 
Plastic Surgery

Seton Parent Education Program

Seton Williamson Women’s Center

Total Mommy Fitness

United Way of Williamson County
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Census 2000 urban areas

Census 2010 projected 
Austin urban area

Census 2010 projected 
Georgetown urban area
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we potentially won’t have a gap in services,” 
Polasek said. 

City staff could make a recommenda-
tion to City Council for a rural-urban 
district with CARTS, Polasek said. In 
that scenario, the city could contract with 
CARTS to provide potentially expanded 
services, be the recipient of state and fed-
eral funding, and handle the paperwork 
and accounting, he said.

“We wouldn’t have the staff to do it our-
selves, so that’s the option we are looking 
at as the most viable for the city. CARTS 
still has to make the decision as to whether 
or not they want to do that,” Polasek said.

A potential business and operating plan 
could be presented to the Georgetown 
Transportation Advisory Board at its Feb. 
10 meeting.

“They will make that designation in the 
spring, and at the end of the fiscal year, which 
is in October, the current service is gone,” 
Polasek said. “We’ve been talking about [a 
possible budget shortfall], and we know that 
there are going to be some tough decisions, 
but this is a program that is vitally important.” 

Urban designation
Although the city’s 2010 census popula-

tion was less than 50,000—the threshold 
that would have triggered automatic changes 
in operational responsibilities and state and 
federal funding processes—the area sur-
rounding the city could be considered by the 
bureau as part of the urbanized area. 

“This is not something that cities or 
counties are given a say in, per se. It is one 

Public transit
Continued from | 1

of those things that is determined solely 
by the U.S. Census Bureau,” said Meredith 
Highsmith, assistant research scientist with 
the Texas Transportation Institute’s Tran-
sit Mobility Program. “The calculations 
are determined using urban criteria, by 
computer analysis of census tracts and the 
urbanized area is, of course, not defined by 
city limits.”

The population in areas outside the city 
limits, such as the Serenada neighborhood, 
which is surrounded by areas in the city 
limits, could be counted toward the city’s 
urbanized area, Georgetown Principal 
Planner Jordan Maddox said. Highsmith 
said TTI estimates the Georgetown area’s 
population is 52,400. 

“All we can do is take the criteria that 
[the Census] released and analyze it to the 
best of our abilities,” Highsmith said, add-
ing that the urbanized area designations 
could be different than her expectations.

Two criteria that could impact the desig-
nation are “jump” connections along road-
ways, and impervious cover—the area cov-
ered by structure or pavement—and how it 
connects urban areas.

“One of the things that qualify as a 
jump is when the urbanized areas are  
2.5 miles or less apart,” Highsmith said, 
noting that according to TTI estimates, the 
southern portion of Georgetown’s urban-
ized area is approximately 2.55 miles away 
from the northern edge of the estimated 
Austin urbanized area. “There are a lot of 
other factors that can come into play here, 
and this is where the U.S. Census Bureau 
will make its designation.”

Comment at impactnews.com

One of the Census Bureau’s 2010 urban area criteria is a 2.5-mile 
or less “jump” connections along roadways between urban areas. 

Projected 2010 census 
urban areas

IT’S TIME TO 
LIVE UP TO
YOUR OWN
EXPECTATIONS.

PART-TIME BACHELOR’S 
DEGREE PROGRAMS AND YOUR
OWN DEGREE COACH.

APPLICATION DEADLINE FEBRUARY 1
CALL 512.326.7000
OR VISIT WWW.STEDWARDS.EDU/COACH

Let St. Edward’s University help. Your 
Degree Coach will answer your questions, 
provide direction and keep you on track 
to fi nish that degree.
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CoFFee witH iMPACt

Clarke Heidrick
Austin Chamber of Commerce 2012 chairman

By Eric Nagurney 
Editor’s note: Coffee with Impact is a monthly forum at our headquarters featuring 

leaders in various sectors who are making a difference in Central Texas and beyond. 
Clarke Heidrick is former chairman of Travis County’s health care district, Central 

Health, and in 2004 led the successful initiative to create the district. He will be hon-
ored in April at the Seventh Annual University Medical Center Brackenridge luncheon 
for his long-standing commitment to providing Austin with quality medical services.

Heidrick began practicing law in 1977 and currently works as an attorney at Graves, 
Dougherty, Hearon & Moody where he also serves as chairman of the firm’s board of 
directors. Heidrick holds, or has held, leadership positions in several local organiza-
tions, including the Shivers Cancer Foundation, Rebekah Baines Johnson Center and 
the United Way Capital Area organization. He began his term as chairman of the Aus-
tin Chamber of Commerce on Jan. 1.

What should Central Health do to reach a 
balance between its growth and budget?

What Central Health probably needs to 
do is increase its tax rate modestly [over 
the next two to three years]. It will need to 
carefully manage its expenses and probably 
cut some expenses. One of the big projects 
Central Health has pursued is the construc-
tion of a new clinic on Braker Lane, which 
had some controversy. When we open a 
clinic like that, we’re going to pull some 
patients from other clinics, and, at some 
point, we need to close some clinics that are 
not as efficient. You have to close things, 
and government organizations aren’t as 
good as they might be at closing things.

You mentioned the Braker Lane clinic. Do 
you think that was the right location?

I think the long-term answer is yes. I 
think we got the right results. It was an 
experiment we learned a lot from, since 
it was the first new facility that Central 
Health built. I don’t think in hindsight that 
we did as much work with the neighbor-
hood up front to anticipate a lot of issues 
that popped up … You learn as you go.

Do you support establishing a medical 
school in Austin? What challenges do you 
feel that initiative will present?

I definitely support it, and I think chal-
lenges abound … As usual, what comes 

down to every major project is dollars. To 
get it done, we’re going to have to raise 
some money for endowment, and we’ll 
have to find a source for operating dollars. 
What I keep hearing from UT is they are 
very confident that the endowment and 
the capital dollars can be found, but the 
operating dollars will be hard to come by. 
That’s where Central Health would come 
in to raise its tax rate and conceivably 
have some money to invest in the project.

In terms of a rail system, Travis County 
wants it developed while Williamson 
County thinks it’s too expensive. How 
can Austin engage Hays and Williamson 
counties in the rail conversation?

I think you’ve got to envision and 
start doing infrastructure now to serve 
a community that’s going to exist 35 to 
40 years from now. We all are going to 
be part of a thing that’s very dynamic 
that’s called Central Texas for now. 
I think you’ve also got to look at the 
triangle formed by Dallas, San Antonio 
and Houston, with Central Texas right in 
the middle … Whether you live in Wil-
liamson County or Travis County, we’re 
all in this together. We need to have the 
mentality where we’re happy a major 
employer comes into Williamson or Hays 
County … because those folks are going 
to drive the regional economy forward.
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Clarke Heidrick (left) answers questions from Community Impact Newspaper Publisher John Garrett.

AIR DUCT CLEANING

CARPET DEEP CLEANING

We open, brush and vacuum each vent and clean all the way to the main unit, using 
roto brush system. Single furnace. Up to 10 Vents. Expires 2/29/12

3 ROOMS* 
DEEP STEAM 
CLEANING

$87
*Rooms over 200 sq ft are considered 2 rooms. Includes 

Deodorizer & Pre-Conditioning.  Expires 2/29/12

5 ROOMS* 
DEEP STEAM 
CLEANING

$137
*Rooms over 200 sq ft are considered 2 rooms. Includes 

Deodorizer& Pre-Conditioning. Expires 2/29/12

7 ROOMS* 
DEEP STEAM 
CLEANING

$187
*Rooms over 200 sq ft are considered 2 rooms. Includes 

Deodorizer& Pre-Conditioning. Expires 2/29/12

UPHOLSTERY 
CLEANING

SOFA, LOVE SEAT, CHAIR

FREE

*Includes Deodorizer & Pre-Conditioning. Expires 2/29/12

Must present coupon. Expires 2/29/12

5 Reasons to Choose Steam Express for Your Cleaning Needs:
1. REPUTATION: Our company is referred by the most respected realtors in the area 
and thousands of repeat costumers.

2. EDUCATION: Steam Express is certified by the Institute of Inspection Cleaning 

and Restoration Certification. The IICRC is the world’s most recognized body of 
certification for the professional cleaner. We do criminal background checks on all 
our technicians.

3. EXPERIENCE: Our company is experienced in all methods of cleaning and all 

types of sailing conditions.

4. SYSTEMS: Our company uses the most advanced cleaning systems on the market.
5. GUARANTEE: If you are not completely thrilled with the service you receive, we 
will rush back within a few days and make it right.

CALL NOW! (512) 634-8610
www.Steam-Express.com

Locally Owned & Operated • Insured & Bonded 
7 Days a Week: 7am-7pm

TACLA #002691C 
Air and Heat Express

100% ORGANIC Carpet & Air Duct Cleaning

Before After

AIR DUCT CLEANING Improving Indoor Air Quality 
has Become The Homeowners 
Highest Priority to Prevent Upper 
Respiratory Problems & Illnesses.

Whole 
House 

Package
Organic Solution • 2 Year Warranty

$65

$147

2 ROOMS CARPET CLEANING 
with Air Duct Cleaning
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Now Open
Cedar Park Vito’s Spicy 
Meatball opened at the begin-
ning of November in Lakeline 
Center, 1540 Cypress Creek 
Road, Ste. 110, Cedar Park. 
The eatery’s menu has pizzas, 
sandwiches, salads and soup 
with an emphasis on spicy 
meatballs. Open Mon.–Thu.  
11 a.m.–9 p.m., Fri.–Sat.  
11 a.m.–10 p.m., Sun. 11 a.m. – 
8 p.m. 250-0200

Leander Owner Patsy Parker 
reopened Zora’s Select Gifts 
on Dec. 12 and will keep the 
store open beyond the holiday 
season after closing the shop 
four years ago. The shop has a 
variety of decor, jewelry, can-
dles and other gifts. The store 
is located at 301 S. US 183, 
Leander, which is next door to 
Parker’s other business, Zora 
Enterprises, a plumbing con-
tracting company. 801-1593

Pflugerville The Pfluger-
ville Solar Sail, a solar sail 
grid electric car charging 
station, opened the first week 
of December at 2700 E. Pecan 
St. Floyd Akers, executive 
director of the Pflugerville 
Community Development 
Corp., said the solar charging 
station for electric vehicles has 
a unique solar panel and solar 
canopies that look similar 
to car ports. There are two 
electric car charging stations 
at the solar sail. 990-3725,  
www.pfdevelopment.com

Round Rock Krave Wine & 
Bistro opened the first week of 
January at 121 E. Main St. The 
new wine bar is located in the 
heart of downtown and offers 
made-from-scratch home 
cooking. 649-9377,  
www.kravewinebar.com

Pflugerville Toy Time, 
Pflugerville’s first locally 
owned and -operated toy and 
candy shop, opened Dec. 2 at 
101 W. Pecan St., Unit B. In 
addition to featuring candy, 
gifts and games, the new store 
also has a 260-square-foot 
room available for parties. Toy 
Time is open daily 10 a.m.– 
6 p.m. 990-8697 (TOYS),  
www.toy-time.com

Top Stories

RetailNonprofit

News Update

Pflugerville Pflugerville 
Mayor Pro Tem Victor Gonzales 
remembers when the east side of 
the city was nothing but empty 
fields, and shopping options 
were slim.

“I know my grandmother used 
to shop in Austin. If you needed 
to see a doctor, you had to go to 
Austin,” he said. 

But now the east side of 
Pflugerville is one of the city’s fast-
est-growing sections, an expan-
sion that is largely due to Toll 130 
and Toll 45, Gonzales said. 

“The construction [of the 
tollways] created that synergy to 
bring businesses to Pflugerville, 
and more importantly, bring that 
traffic to Pflugerville—because we 
had people from all around com-
ing to shop in Pflugerville: Hutto, 
Manor, Taylor, Elgin. It became 
more of a regional type of destina-
tion for business,” he said. 

Driving north on Toll 130 
through Pflugerville, develop-
ment is evident in the booming 
retail Stone Hill Town Center. As 
soon as February, drivers might 
also see roadway construction 
near Kelly Lane as the city aims 
to ease traffic congestion and 
attract retail business. 

Pflugerville is not the only city 
growing along the tollway. Farther 
north, near Hutto and past Hwy. 
79, drivers can view the begin-
nings of commercial develop-
ment—pipes being laid for water 
and wastewater lines and the 
future site of the campus for the 
East Williamson County Higher 
Education Center that is expected 
to be completed in 2013.

Some of the businesses to take 
advantage of the toll’s con-
nectivity most recently are St. 
David’s Emergency Center and 
Shogun Japanese Restaurant in 

Toll 130 pushes Pflugerville, Hutto growth

Pflugerville, which was the first 
business officially signed on to 
a planned “restaurant row” in 
Stone Hill Town Center.

A major residential project is 
also in the works at Stone Hill 
Town Center, where develop-
ers plan to build The Mansions 
at Stone Hill, a 370-unit apart-
ment complex. According to Trey 
Fletcher, Pflugerville’s planning 

director, a plan has been submitted 
for review and approval by the city. 

Hutto city officials also view the 
accessibility offered by Toll 130 as 
a catalyst for growth. Interim City 
Manager David Mitchell said the 
area east of Toll 130 is where Hutto 
is likely to see its most rapid expan-
sion during the next 10 years.  
Full story by Samantha Bryant and  
Christine Bolaños 

Cedar Park In the late 1990s, 
Cedar Park had a bold idea to 
create a downtown for the city 
located at the northwestern cor-
ner of Toll 183A and Whitestone 
Boulevard. The city solidified the 
goal in its 1998 Comprehensive 
Plan, and an entire zoning classi-
fication was created for it. 

But this vision of a bustling 
stroll-and-shop development 
with residential space started in 

Cedar Park Town Center zoning reclassified
better economic times, and the 
property’s developer said the 
dream is no longer within reach.

Now, developer Michael 
Ainbinder, chairman and CEO of 
The Ainbinder Company, has a 
new plan for the land. He asked 
for, and received, a zoning change 
from the high-density, multiuse 
downtown district zoning clas-
sification. At the Dec. 8 meet-
ing, before the unanimous vote 

Pflugerville officials are banking on the area near the intersection of Toll 130 and 
Toll 45 to drive growth. Farther north, both Hutto and Round Rock are growing in the 
direction of Toll 130.
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to approve, Ainbinder told the 
City Council that he has a major 
retailer lined up for the property, 
but he needs a zoning classifica-
tion that will allow him to create 
a more traditional, lower-density 
development.

Town Center was to be a dense 
retail and civic activity hub, 
containing Cedar Park’s City Hall, 
rec center, residential and retail 
properties. The city had a model 
of the proposed development, and 
renderings are on display on the 

Cedar Park The H-E-B at West Parmer Lane and RM 1431 in Cedar 
Park is preparing for a $12.5 million makeover.

The redesign, slated to begin in February or March and last through 
October, will expand the store by about 20,000 square feet on the east 
side of the building, which is nearest to the current drive-thru pharmacy. 

The expanded H-E-B will offer shoppers wider aisles, more gro-
ceries on the shelves and a slight increase in variety of goods, Store 
Manager Walter Dobravolsky said. 
Full story by Emilie Boenig

The Ainbinder Group’s website.
Once the bottom fell out of 

the real estate market in 2008, 
however, Ainbinder said the Town 
Center concept in Cedar Park 
became extremely hard to sell. He 
said with competition for retailers 
suitable for the high-density, mul-
tiuse development at the Arbore-
tum and The Domain, as well as 
1890 Ranch Shopping Center just 
across Toll 183A, the land would 
languish without a zoning change. 
Full story by Macy Hurwitz

Pflugerville One of the six driver’s license “megacenters” planned 
by the Texas Department of Public Safety throughout the state will be 
built in Pflugerville.

The Pflugerville center will be the only such DPS driver’s license 
facility in the Austin area. The facility is expected to cost $3 million to 
build. Groundbreaking is scheduled for January, and the state plans to 
move in to the new center in mid-August of next year.
Full story by Blake Rasmussen

Cedar Park H-E-B to get $12.5M expansion 

DPS to build driver’s license ‘megacenter’ 

Southwest Austin Texas Hear-
ing & Service Dogs is a breed like 
no other. The nonprofit organiza-
tion adopts all its qualifying dogs 
from animal shelters and rescue 
leagues, and trains the canines to 
help people with disabilities. 

President Sheri Soltes previously 
worked as a trial lawyer in Hous-
ton for eight years. She founded 
THSD in 1988 after reading about 
service dogs being rescued from 
animal shelters. 

Much of THSD’s budget is 
raised through the annual Mighty 
Texas Dog Walk, which takes 
place in April at Auditorium 
Shores and has attracted more 
than 10,000 pet owners. 
Full story by Kevin Stitch

Texas Hearing & 
Service Dogs

Rescue dog Intrepid met new owner 
Misty O’Neal in October.
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105 Farm Hill Drive $199,900 

504 Dixon Creek Lane $209,210

3502 Bluebonnet Trail $200,000

Residential real estate listings added to the market between 12/12/11 and 01/04/12 were included and provided by the Austin Board of Realtors, www.abor.com. Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of 
this listing, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

Market Data Georgetown

Price Range

Number of homes for sale Average days on the market

78626 78628 78633 78626 78628 78633

Less than $100,000 9 - 1 168 - 224

$100,000–$149,900 31 15 5 86 53 136

$150,000–$199,900 24 29 55 108 116 93

$200,000–$299,900 13 67 101 147 105 111

$300,000–$399,900 8 28 50 148 127 112

$400,000–$499,900 6 19 25 114 156 160

$500,000–$749,900 6 18 14 215 187 196

$750,000–$999,900 1 5 2 270 188 295

$1 million + 3 6 3 192 257 137

Month

Number of homes sold Average price

78626 78628 78633 78626 78628 78633

December 2011 21 27 38  $136,611  $318,005  $224,475 

December 2010 15 39 32  $160,119  $271,841  $267,416 

November 2011 21 28 36  $156,237  $223,842  $222,725 

October 2011 19 26 31  $149,149  $270,716  $238,277 

September 2011 16 28 49  $151,451  $307,609  $208,584 

August 2011 23 36 61  $145,076  $227,659  $237,445 

July 2011 20 30 47  $186,633  $288,855  $233,662 

June 2011 30 44 48  $163,126  $219,196  $259,764 

May 2011 21 37 40  $133,118  $272,552  $239,405 

On the market  (Dec. 1–31, 2011) Monthly home sales

Market Data provided by 
Nicole Boynton

Austin Suburban Properties 
289-4663 | nicole@512buyhome.com

132 River Road $379,900

142 Prairie Springs Lane $125,000

reAL eStAte

Property Listings
ZIP code Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Price Sq. ft. Agent Phone Agency

78626 Crystal Knoll Terrace 909 Jasmine Trail 3br/2ba $134,900 1,520 Amy Whitston 663-6759 Sellstate Classic Realty

78626 Katy Crossing 142 Prairie Springs Lane 2br/2ba $125,000 2,100 Juli St. Louis 801-8913 Keller Williams Realty

78626 Manchaca A Survey 1725 FM 972 3br/2ba $93,000 1,680 Rita Snyder 468-2867 Keller Williams Realty

78626 Nolen Addition 1506 Vine St. 3br/2ba $145,000 1,288 Steve Deitrick 970-3359 Private Label Realty

78626 Teravista 1905 Colony Glen Lane 4br/2ba $210,000 2,364 Margaret Rhein 630-3146 Prudential Texas Realty

78628 Berry Creek 29006 Oakland Hills Drive 5br/3ba $289,500 3,650 Terri Butt 868-9839 Keller Williams Realty

78628 Georgetown Village 1101 Boxwood 4br/2ba $234,520 2,345 April Maki 470-7979 Sisu Realty & Associates

78628 Oakcrest Estates Riverside Unit 132 River Road 5br/3ba $379,900 3,596 Suzette Gabriel 635-1197 RE/MAX Centx Assoc.

78628 Parkside at Mayfield Ranch 100 Copper Lake Lane 4br/2ba $232,840 1,888 John Mick 401-9306 RE/MAX Capital City

78628 Parkside at Mayfield Ranch 128 Copper Lake Lane 3br/2ba $250,055 2,472 John Mick 401-9306 RE/MAX Capital City

78628 Parkside at Mayfield Ranch 205 Atlanta Park Drive 4br/2ba $228,775 1,888 John Mick 401-9306 RE/MAX Capital City

78628 Parkside at Mayfield Ranch 335 Atlanta Park Drive 3br/2ba $214,375 1,702 John Mick 401-9306 RE/MAX Capital City

78628 Reata Trails 3502 Bluebonnet Trail 4br/2ba $200,000 1,942 Suzanne Bergmann 639-9438 Keller Williams Realty

78628 Sanaloma Estates 3501 Sierra Drive 3br/2ba $129,000 1,835 Rita Snyder 468-2867 Keller Williams Realty

78628 Sierra Vista 102 Debora Court 3br/2ba $143,900 1,702 Jim Clark 789-3085 RE/MAX Round Rock

78628 Village River Bend 100 Village Drive 2br/2ba $155,000 1,650 Lena Lansdale 818-0229 Keller Williams Realty

78628 Villages of Berry Creek 30003 Bumble Bee Drive 4br/2ba $215,000 2,562 Edward Lui 761-6474 Mars Hill Realty Group

78633 Georgetown Village 747 Westbury Lane 4br/2ba $229,900 2,067 Wally Wilson 659-8690 RE/MAX Centx Assoc.

78633 Georgetown Village 442 Village Commons Blvd. 4br/2ba $195,000 1,990 Jane Sissons 635-9068 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78633 Sun City 213 Trinity Lane 2br/2ba $219,769 1,702 Matthew Menard 947-8787 Keller Williams Realty

78633 Sun City 410 Sheldon Lake Drive 2br/2ba $150,655 1,099 Matthew Menard 947-8787 Keller Williams Realty

78633 Sun City 504 Dixon Creek Lane 2br/2ba $209,210 1,629 Matthew Menard 947-8787 Keller Williams Realty

78633 Sun City 118 Sunflower St. 2br/2ba $182,950 1,593 Pokey Delwaide 818-9300 ERA Colonial Real Estate

78633 Sun City 119 Hill Country Drive 2br/2ba $196,950 1,822 Pokey Delwaide 818-9300 ERA Colonial Real Estate

78633 Sun City 102 Edwards Drive 3br/2ba $339,000 2,070 Pokey Delwaide 818-9300 ERA Colonial Real Estate

78633 Sun City 211 Armstrong Drive 3br/2ba $265,500 2,154 Charlotte Hohensee 868-7248 The Stacy Group

78633 Sun City 108 Bonham Loop 3br/2ba $145,000 1,328 Lon Russell 608-8001 The Stacy Group

78633 Sun City 115 Bonham Loop 2br/2ba $185,000 1,755 Kelly Katsus 966-5341 ERA Colonial Real Estate

78633 Sun City 105 Farm Hill Drive 3br/2ba $199,900 1,755 Pokey Delwaide 818-9300 ERA Colonial Real Estate

78633 Sun City 214 Prairie Creek Trail 2br/2ba $223,000 1,712 James Bartley 630-1032 The Stacy Group

78633 Sun City 100 Alpine Court 3br/2ba $254,900 2,150 Cynthia Kelly 948-6088 ERA Colonial Real Estate

78633 Sun City 209 Scurry Pass 3br/2ba $268,000 2,152 Karen Miller 635-5077 Miller & Associates Realty LLC

78633 Sun City 103 Nolan Drive 2br/2ba $159,900 1,644 Kelly Bartko 869-0223 The Stacy Group

78633 Sun City 401 Sheldon Lake Drive 2br/2ba $171,592 1,465 Matthew Menard 947-8787 Keller Williams Realty

78633 Sun City 808 Apache Mountain Lane 2br/2ba $249,950 1,702 Lon Russell 608-8001 The Stacy Group
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A $4.99 registration fee will apply. If you are not seen within 15 minutes of your designated time, or if you are not 
completely satisfied with your online registration experience, InQuicker, LLC will refund your online registration fee.

If you are experiencing a life-threatening emergency, go directly to the ER or dial 9-1-1. 
For more information, please visit SetonER.com.
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