
Westinghouse Road developments in Georgetown

Appraised property values stable for parts of Williamson County 

New zonings approved by City Council Cities, water providers 
react to low lake levels

Cities work to keep budgets lean

Area developers eye 
Westinghouse Road

River Authority: 
Lake system in 
Stage 1 drought

By Samantha Bryant 
After almost 12 years as the community 

activities coordinator for the City of Taylor, 
Fred Switzer retired in July. City officials said 
his part-time position would not be refilled but 
instead would be added to a growing number of 
frozen positions, and his responsibilities will be 
absorbed by other staff.

Not filling positions as they become vacant, 
restructuring departments and cutting por-
tions of the budget are all strategies that some 
governmental entities are using to balance the 
budget for the new fiscal year that begins Oct. 1.

“Our mantra is ‘do more with less,’” said Jeff 
Straub, Taylor assistant city manager.

Appraised residential property values hov-
ered around the same amounts as 2010 in Wil-
liamson County, increasing slightly in George-
town and decreasing in Taylor and Hutto. 

By Samantha Bryant and Beth Wade
To cope with the Texas drought 

that started in October 2010, the 
Brazos River Authority announced 
Aug. 12 that its system had entered 
into a Stage 1 Drought Watch. 

The BRA, which develops, man-
ages and protects water resources 
in the Brazos River Basin,  has 
three stages in its Drought Contin-
gency Plan: Drought Watch, Warn-
ing and Emergency. Lake levels and 
storage capacity trigger the stages. 

Stage 1 is declared when the 
combined storage capacity of the 
reservoirs reaches 1,395,117 acre-
feet, or 73 percent storage capacity. 

“We’re just asking our custom-
ers and all the people that use 
water from our system to realize 
that we’re in a drought and that it’s 
pretty significant,” said Brad Bru-
nett, BRA water services manager. 

The reservoir system could reach 
the second stage, Drought Warn-
ing, by early 2012 if current con-
ditions continue, he said. At this 
stage, the storage capacity would be 
at 55 percent, and the BRA could 
ask its customers to reduce water 
use by 3 percent or more.

“Due to the extreme nature 
of this drought, if we end up hit-
ting Stage 2, we would prob-
ably be more aggressive than the  
3 percent,” he said.

Brunett said a combination of 
low rainfall, high evaporation rates 
and increased water use is bring-
ing lake levels down.

“You’ve got less coming into 

In Williamson County, the average taxable 
home value rose from $180,014 in 2010 to 
$180,868 in 2011, a 0.4 percent increase.

Alvin Lankford, chief appraiser with the 
Williamson Central Appraisal District, said 
appraised values are reflective of the real estate 
market. He said some cities in the county saw 
an increase in appraised values and others a 
slight decrease. 

About 46 percent of residential proper-
ties showed a decrease in value, 40 percent 
increased and 14 percent remained within 
$1,000 of 2010 valuations. New construction 
added more than $661 million of net taxable 
value to the county, offsetting the decrease in 
market value of nearly half of properties in 
the county and raising the net taxable value in 
Williamson County  by an estimated 1 percent.

“In years past, our market value had 
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Local news online
Daily, online-exclusive community 
news and information

Community calendar, interactive 
maps, newspaper archives and more

Local deals online
Hundreds of local and regional 

coupons, updated daily

Just click and print  
coupons for free

Two websites. Twice the Impact. 
 impactnews.com            impactdeals.com   

continually been growing … in recent years, 
it has stayed somewhat flat since 2008,” Lank-
ford said.

Straub said that cities that had traditionally 

Coffee with Impact | 14 
Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts 

Susan Combs talks about Texas’ 
business climate, government spending  

Georgetown/Hutto/Taylor edition | Volume 5, Issue 2 | Sept. 9–Oct. 13, 2011Texas’ fastest-growing news organization www.impactnews.com Impact Deals begins on Page 35

In July, Georgetown City Council approved 
comprehensive plan amendments and 
rezoning agreements for two tracts of land 
located off of Westinghouse Road. Both 
parcels are designated as future employ-
ment centers in the city’s future land use 
plan that was adopted by council in 2008. 

Map not to scaleSource: Land Strategies

Sources: Cities of Georgetown, Round Rock, Hutto, Pflugerville, and 
Taylor and Williamson County

By Beth Wade
For years, Georgetown’s 

southern boundary has 
had little development, 
but with the recent widen-
ing of Westinghouse Road 
and the push of develop-
ment just to the south on 
University Boulevard in 
Round Rock, some devel-
opers have taken a new 
interest in the area. 

“Besides the University 
[Boulevard area] develop-
ment that got some inter-
est kicked up in that area, 
the first action taken by a 
governmental entity was 

Williamson County say-
ing, ‘This is part of our 
bond program. We’re 
going to put the money 
into this,’” Georgetown 
Planning Director Jordan 
Maddox said. “That was 
kind of one catalyst that 
got the area going.” 

Termed the Southeast 
Development Zone by 
city planners and eco-
nomic developers, the area 
bounded by SE Inner Loop 
to the north, FM 1460 to 
the east, I-35 to the west 

NEW zONINGS
Windmill Hill 
Business park: 
56 acres
Local commercial: 
16 acres
Multifamily:  
22 acres

Bourn Tract 
Business park:
100 acres
Local commercial:
45 acres
Multifamily:
38 acres
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September 10, 2011
St. David’s North Austin Medical Center

12221 N. Mopac Expressway

September 17, 2011
St. David’s Round Rock Medical Center

2400 Round Rock Ave.

St. David’s South Austin Medical Center
901 W. Ben White Blvd.

September 24, 2011
St. David’s Medical Center 

919 E. 32nd Street

St. David’s Georgetown Hospital 
2000 Scenic Dr.

All screenings will be held from  
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

Call 888-868-2104 or 512-478-3627  
to make an appointment.

www.stdavids.com/connect  |  888.868.2104  |  512.478.3627

FREE SCREENINGS

For Men Over the Age of 40 
two free tests could be a life 
saving experience.
Join us for a FREE Prostate Cancer Screening  
(PSA blood test and rectal exam). 
Appointments are appreciated, but walk-ins  
are welcome.
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Connect Online

Find online-exclusive content at  
impactnews.com/georgetown-hutto-taylor

Subscribe to our e-newsletter at  
impactnews.com/signup

Follow us on Twitter @impactnews_ght

Find us on Facebook at  
impactnews.com/facebook-ght

We’ve been talking a lot 
about momentum lately 
in our office and how 
little wins build upon each 
other. As I talk to business 
owners, it seems to be a 

common theme in the local marketplace 
as well. While the economy is not making 
any sudden, miraculous improvements, 
local businesses as well as the real estate 
market seem to be making small but 
steady ones.

Our front-page story about develop-
ment on Westinghouse Road is an example 
of a long-range growth project, but there 
are also several new residential projects 
currently gaining momentum. Construc-
tion has begun on The Brownstones at the 
Rivery; I’ve noticed a lot of building activity 
in Gabriel Springs neighborhood; and the 
Beltorre development has started on a new 
model home, as well as now offering custom 
homes by Clear Rock Homes. These are new 

projects starting off with baby steps but still 
creating momentum in the market.

All this talk of momentum growing 
reminds me of the momentum of a train, 
which starts slow but builds to be a power-
ful force. I recently caught an Amtrak train 
to Fort Worth. Did you know you could 
catch a train in Taylor that would take you 
to Fort Worth, Dallas or even Chicago? It’s 
a busy time of year for me, so I welcomed 
the chance to sit back and get some work 
done instead of staring at the car bumper 
in front of me.

Based on our calendar of events this 
month, it is a busy time for many in the 
community as well. There are a lot of 
worthwhile events, so be sure to check 
it out on pages 8 and 9. I bet you’ll get a 
sense of the community momentum that 
way, too.

General Manager’s Note  

Karin Jahnke
kjahnke@impactnews.com

Reader Feedback

Georgetown aims to turn Square into 
destination
more.impactnews.com/14082

“Don’t flood the square with wineries only. It should offer 
a variety of establishments to entice tourists with different 
tastes. But minimize the knickknack shops. Don’t just cater 
to women only—the men folks also need something to 
attract them to the square.” 

—Goodwater

What could be done on the Square to increase shop-
ping in downtown Georgetown?

Add more dining options

26%
Improve parking in the area

24%
Add more shopping options

20%
Other 

16% 
Host more events on the Square

13%
Add more wineries

1%
Results from an unscientific web survey, collected 8/15/11–9/1/11
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On Page 19 of the 2011–12 Healthcare Directory, 
the Fit 4 Life program is run by St. David’s, not 
Seton, at the Round Rock Medical Center.

On Page 28, Dr. Joel Goode practices family medi-
cine at Brushy Creek Family Physicians in Round 
Rock at the 4112 Links Lane, Ste. 201, location.

Correction  – Healthcare Directory 2011–12

H u t t o P r e m i e r D e n t i s t r y . c o m

123 Ed Schmidt Blvd. #100, Hutto

Services: 
• General Dentistry  
• Children’s Dentistry 
  (age one and up)
• Cosmetic Dentistry 
• Sedation Dentistry 
• Implant Dentistry
• Invisalign

Amenities:
• Comfortable Lobby
• Coffee and refreshment bar
• Internet bar
• Flat screen TV’s above dental chairs
• Extended hours
• Parents welcome in treatment room
• Insurance Friendly

I-35
13079

Co
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ty
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512-846-2646

Find us on Facebook!O�  cial Partner of the 
Round Rock Express

Welcoming both children and adults

John F. McEntire, DDS, FAGD

Teri L. Marek, DDS

July employment trends

Central Texas unemployment—7.6%
No change from June

State unemployment—8.4%*
Up from 8.2%* in June

National unemployment—9.1%*
Down from 9.2%* in June

In Austin-Round Rock-San Marcos, the leisure and hos-
pitality sector added 400 jobs; professional and business 
services added 2,000 jobs; trade, transportation and 
utilities lost 600 jobs; government lost 8,100 jobs.**

Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Texas Workforce Commission

*Seasonally adjusted numbers     **Preliminary data



4 | NEWS | Community Impact Newspaper • Georgetown/Hutto/Taylor Edition

  

           
              

   Leander Rd.

                   Williams Dr.

C
R

 110

Westinghouse Rd.

 

Inner Loop

A
ustin A

ve.

R
o

ck
 S

t.

C
hurch S

t.

Shell R
d.

A
irp

o
rt B

lvd
.

Rivery Blvd.

Rive
r B

end D
r.

C
R

 116

Del
 W

eb

b Blvd
.

Cooperative 
Way

   
 W

ol
f R

an
ch

 P
kwy.

      
Lake

way D
r.

2243

1460

195

2338

35

29

29

A
us

tin
 A

ve
.

130
TOLL

Georgetown

IMPACTS

7th St.

8th St.

University Ave.

9th St.

6th St.

M
ai

n 
St

.

C
hu

rc
h 

 S
t.

Courthouse

10th St.

11th St.

5th St.

A
us

tin
 A

ve
.

R
o

ck
 S

t.

29

CR 143

C
R

 2
34

Serenada Dr.

E. University Ave.

Map not to scale

Georgetown 

Now Open

1  Ecomajik Companies, a subsidiary 
of Advertising Majik Corporation, 
opened in Georgetown on June 1 and will 
open a storefront Oct. 1 in the Leander 
Road Plaza at 106 Woodmount Road. 
Ecomajik creates allergy- and virus-free 
environments for homes and businesses. 
222-7873, www.ecomajik.com 
 
2  Charmed Designs children’s 

boutique at 1110 Williams Drive held a 
grand opening Aug. 17. Owner Nathan 
Russell, a 1993 graduate of Georgetown 
High School, started Charmed Designs 
as an online store about 18 months ago 
but decided to open a retail storefront in 
Georgetown. The store carries children’s 
clothing, such as the brand Mud Pie, 
bath supplies and home decor items. 
There is also a section of collegiate 
merchandise. 869-0939,  
www.charmeddesigns.com 
 
3  Placenta Encapsulation Specialist Lisa 

Kestler opened Hill County Placentas 
on Aug. 1. The placenta is put in a capsule 
form and can be ingested by mothers 
to help them transition through the 
postpartum period. Kestler said the 
placenta is rich in minerals, vitamins and 
nutrients. Hill Country Placentas is based 
out of another business owned by Kestler, 
Red Poppy Baby, which is located inside 
the Central Texas Birth Center at 111 W. 
Cooperative Way, Ste. 225. Kestler serves 
Austin and surrounding areas. 517-9017, 
www.hillcountryplacentas.com 

4  Davita Georgetown Dialysis Center 
opened in July at 201 FM 971. The center 
performs dialysis treatments. Hours are 
Mon.–Fri. 9 a.m.–5 p.m. 819-9636,  
www.davita.com

Suzanne Buchele, associate professor 
of computer science at Southwestern 
University, and her son, Fox, launched 
a website in July that lets people tell 
friends and family what gifts they want 
for birthdays and special occasions. 
The website, www.greedlist.com, lets 
people register for online items as well as 
homemade gifts and general items. People 
can include links, descriptions and photos 
along with their requested gifts. 
 
David Hubbell opened CenTexPets LLC 
in June. The company sells and delivers 
premium pet foods in Sun City. Hubbell 
said he gives 10 percent of the net 
profits from the business to local animal 
shelters. 763-6900, info@centexpets.com

Georgetown resident Ken Cofer opened 
Overall Inspection Services LLC on 
Aug. 19. The company offers real estate 
inspection services to Georgetown 
and surrounding communities. Before 
opening Overall Inspection Services, 
Cofer was in the construction industry 
for more than 20 years. 639-9166,  
www.overallinspectionservices.com

Georgetown resident Brenda Chlapek 
started Chlapek Organizing in June, 
helping people organize their homes. 
Chlapek is a member of the National 
Association of Professional Organizers 
and specializes in organizing all areas of 

the house including kitchens, bedrooms, 
closets, home offices, as well as organizing 
CDs, DVDs and games. She also offers 
help for small businesses, including setting 
up filing and accounting systems. Chlapek 
offers free project consultations. 635-9502, 
864-2924, brenda@chlapekorganizing.com

Coming Soon

5  Ann Brentlinger, marketing 
specialist for National American 
University, said the school plans to open 
a campus in Georgetown at 1013 W. 
University Ave., Ste. F27A. She said the 
opening date and programs that will be 
offered have not yet been determined. 
National American University has two 
campuses in the Austin area and a total 
of 32 throughout the nation.  
www.national.edu

Name Change

6  On July 1, CitiFinancial changed the 
name of its 1,300 branch locations to 
OneMain Financial to reflect changes 
in the company. OneMain has a branch 
in the Republic Square shopping center 
at 900 N. Austin Ave., Ste. 507. The 
company provides personal, home equity 
and mortgage refinancing loans.  
763-1111, www.onemainfinancial.com

Relocations

7  Co-owners Kenny Gattis and David 
Blair moved MindCrafters on Aug. 1 
from 4159 E. Hwy. 29 to 2502 Williams 
Drive, Ste. 102. Founded four years 
ago, MindCrafters provides computer 
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Kids Love 
It Here!

Kenny Havard, DDS
Travis Hildebrand, DDS

GeorgetownPediatricDentistry.com

Board Certif ied 
Pediatric Dentists

• New Patients Welcome
•  Interactive Entertainment 

for All Ages
• Convenient Appointments
• Parent Friendly
•  Insurance Filed & 

Processed

Call Today!
512-869-4100
State-of-the-art 

Care

4402 Williams Dr., 
Ste. 106

Georgetown, Texas
78628
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News or questions about Georgetown, Hutto or Taylor?
E-mail ghtnews@impactnews.com.

Compiled by Samantha Bryant
services including laptop and desktop 
repair, wireless networking and virus 
removal. 869-3015,  
www.mindcrafters.com 

8  Jennifer Harris moved her children’s 
clothing and accessories line, Mama D’s, 
from Good Water Gifts at 704 S. Austin 
Ave. to Diva Chicks ARTful Boutique, 
109 E. Seventh St., in July. Mama D’s sells 
baby bibs, bags, baby accessories and 
blankets. 845-4042,  
www.mamadonline.com

9  Carrying a variety of items including 
antiques, furniture, glassware and 
custom jewelry, Collector’s Market 
moved from 505 W. University Ave., 
Ste. 109, to 900 N. Austin Ave. in early 
September. Vendors can rent space in the 
store. 930-0185,  
www.mycollectorsmarket.com

Expansions

10  Private Christian school Grace 
Academy is expanding at 225 Grace 
Blvd. Director of Development and 
Technology Ashley Brinkoeter said 
the school plans to add an additional 
1,728-square-foot modular building 
in mid-September with space for three 
classrooms. Enrollment is up by 13 
percent for the 2011–12 school year. 
Grace Academy was founded in 2001 
and serves 168 students in grades 
kindergarten through 12th.  864-9500, 
www.graceacademy-gt.org

Closings

11  After 15 years of business in 
Georgetown, Dan and Dixie Gill moved 
Eagle Rug and Floor on Aug. 1 from 
1006 Austin Ave. to Jarrell at 100 CR 
306. The company sells carpet, rugs and 
granite countertops, as well as tile, vinyl, 
hardwood and stone flooring. The Gills 
also operate Big Eagle Auctions, a full-
service auction company. 930-1001,  
www.eaglerugandfloor.com,  
www.bigeagleauctions.com 

12  Good Water Gifts is no longer doing 
business in the Chupa Rosa building at  
704 S. Austin Ave. 
 
13  Genghis Grill is no longer doing 
business at 1019 W. University Ave., Ste. 
700. The Mongolian stir-fry restaurant 
has other locations in the Austin area.  
www.genghisgrill.com

In The News

14  Georgetown City Council approved 
a lease-to-own agreement with 
Fredericksburg-based Grape Creek 
Vineyards on Aug. 23 for the city’s 
Convention and Visitor’s Bureau 
building and economic development 
department offices at 101 W. Seventh St. 

and 614 S. Main St. Owners Brian Heath 
and Jennifer Evenson plan to renovate 
the building and could open the winery 
in summer 2012. The Georgetown 
location could include a tasting room 
and wine production area.  
www.georgetown.org,  
www.grapecreek.com 
 
Georgetown City Council approved 
new rules Aug. 23 limiting when trash 
collection carts are allowed to be placed 
on the curb. Carts can be placed at the 
curb no sooner than 5 p.m. the day 
before collection and must be put away 
by 7 a.m. the day after collection day. 
Also, bulky waste, including furniture, 
tree limbs, appliances and other large 
items that do not fit in the cart can be 
placed on the curb no more than 24 
hours before the scheduled pickup time. 
To request bulky waste pickup, call  
930-1715. www.georgetown.org 
 
Randy Morrow retired in August after 
21 years with the City of Georgetown. 
Morrow was the Community Services 
Division director since 2004, and before 
that, the Parks and Recreation director. 

Representatives with the Georgetown 
Aging Initiative will be at community 
host survey sites between Sept. 19 
and Oct. 31, collecting the opinions 
of residents 60 years and older on the 
future of senior services in Georgetown. 
The survey takes about 30 minutes to 

18 Hole Championship Course
Driving Range & Putting Greens

Dine in the Blackhawk Grill
2011 Annual Memberships

Become a Player 
Development Member

$29/Month
• Unlimited Driving Range Usage
• Free Instructional Clinics
• $15 Golf after 2 pm Daily
• $10 Golf afer 4 pm Daily
• $20 Golf before 2 pm Weekdays
• Food & Beverage Discounts
• Merchandise Discounts

DAILY FEE RATES

Monday-Friday
$29 - Before 2 pm

Saturday - Sunday
$39 - Before Noon
$29 - Noon - 2 pm

Daily
$24 - 2 pm - 4 pm
$19 - After 4 pm

Seniors 60+/Students
$24 - Weekdays
$34 - Weekends

$19 daily after 2 pm

Rates include green fee, shared 
cart, warm-up range balls and 

free replays with this ad. 
Valid thru 9/30/11

Located on Kelly Lane, just 
east of Hwy 130 in Plugerville

512-251-9000
www.blackhawkgolf.com

Grape Creek Vineyards owners Jennifer Evenson and Brian Heath plan to open a location on the 
Square in Summer 2012.

C
o

ur
te

sy
 C

it
y 

o
f G

eo
rg

et
ow

n

14

Children’s boutique Charmed Designs opened in 
August at 1110 Williams Drive.
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complete. Community host sites include 
the Georgetown Public Library, area 
churches and homeowner associations.  
628-1685, www.agingingtown.com

Community

Now Open

Lindsay Patterson launched Reflect 
& Record, a Web-based business that 
records audio and video for personal 
documentaries, as well as  multimedia 
presentations for weddings, retirements, 
parties and other events, in August. 
Customers receive a CD of the interview, 
which also includes other photos, video 
and music. Patterson caters to the Austin 
area from Georgetown to San Marcos.  
337-3706, www.reflectandrecord.com 
 
Deanna Chestnut opened home-
based home organization consulting 
business Ezy-Organizing-for life in 
July. Chestnut helps homeowners make 
strategies to organize their homes and 
provides psychological assistance to help 
them understand what leads to clutter in 
their lives. Available by appointment.  
506-8190, www.ezyorganizing.com

Children’s clothing and accessories line Mama D’s 
is now located in Diva Chicks ARTful Boutique. 
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GET TO KNOW OUR  
PEDIATRIC CARE TEAM.
Our experienced team provides comprehensive, personalized care for  
children, with access to a network of nationally renowned specialists.  
We provide leading-edge medical and surgical care in comforting,  
family-oriented settings. Our pediatricians and pediatric specialists work 
together to achieve the best outcome for each child entrusted to our care.

To meet the team, visit roundrock.sw.org,  
or call 512-509-KIDS (5437)

DEPENDABLE 
PEDIATRIC CARE

Extended Pediatric Hours:
Monday - Thursday: 7:30 a.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Friday: 8 a.m. – 5 p.m. 

Scott & White Clinic – Cedar Park West
Pediatric Services
12129 FM 620, Suite 600-E
Austin, TX 78750 
512-336-3400 

Scott & White Clinic – 425 University Boulevard
Pediatric Services
425 University Boulevard
Round Rock, TX 78665
512-509-KIDS (5437)

Scott & White accepts all major insurance plans.

F I G H T
PROSTATE 
C A N C E R
Texas Oncology played a pivotal role in testing 24 of the last 30 new cancer  

drugs approved by the FDA. With world-class cancer care and research in your 

community, you can fight cancer and stay close to home.

1-888-864-I CAN (4226)

www.TexasOncology.com/Austin 

HOW TEXANS FIGHT CANCER.

Austin: 5 Locations • Cedar Park • Georgetown • Killeen • Kyle  

Marble Falls • Round Rock • San Marcos • Seton Williamson • Smithville

YEARS

CELEBRATING



impactnews.com • September 2011 | NEWS | 7

Hutto and Taylor 

Now Open

1  Marie Williams State Farm Insurance 
opened recently at 1600 N. Main St., Ste. 
D, Taylor. The company offers products 
including health, automobile, life, home 
and commercial insurance, as well as bank 
and financial service products. Marie 
Williams moved her office from Rockdale 
and has more than 18 years experience 
with State Farm. 365-3276,  
www.mariewilliams.com

2  Charter bus company Clark Travel 
consolidated its operations to Taylor and 
opened Aug. 8 at 3406 W. Second St. 
Morris and Margaret Clark founded the 
company about 30 years ago and have 30 
private charter buses that can travel across 
the United States and Canada. Some of 
the buses are part of a new luxury line and 
have Wi-Fi, satellite TV and wall outlets 
for computers on board. Texas Casino is 
a sub-company of Clark Travel that offers 
tickets to Bossier City, La. 365-1511,  
www.clarktravel.net 

Offering curbside fitness, corporate health 
programs and boot camps, Gym on the 
Spot opened in July. Randy Wadley can 

bring his 32-foot trailer to homes and 
businesses to offer customized fitness 
programs. He also holds boot camps at 
Anytime Fitness in Hutto, where he is a 
personal trainer. 592-1096,  
www.gymonthespot.com

Relocations

3  A+ Federal Credit Union opened its 
new location Aug. 15 at 141 Ed Schmidt 
Blvd., Hutto, next to Walgreens. The credit 
union had been located at 409 W. Front 
St. since March 2007. The new location is 
a full-service branch providing financial 
services. 302-6800, www.aplusfcu.org

Expansions

4  Durcon Incorporated, a work surfaces 
manufacturer, announced Aug. 9 the 
company would move all operations to its 
Taylor facility at 206 Allison Drive, closing 
its Canton, Mich., facility and creating 
65 new jobs in Taylor. Durcon employs 
more than 200 people in Taylor, and the 
expansion includes additional capital 
investment. The company makes work 
surfaces, including countertops, student 
tabletops and sinks. Durcon officials said 
in the release they plan to close the Canton 
facility by Nov. 1. www.durcon.com

5  Citizens National Bank at 316 N. 
Main St. in Taylor, is constructing office 
space on the third floor of the building. 
Once it is complete, the bookkeeping 
department from Rockdale will move into 
the space. The move is expected to occur 
before the end of the year. 352-7641,  
www.cnbanktexas.com 

6  Marketplace Taylor opened its indoor 
market the weekend of July 29. The 
community trade center had previously 
held an outdoor market while renovations 
to the interior of the building at 2705 N. 
Main St. were being finished. Vendors sell 
jewelry, clothing, shoes, toys, collectibles, 
holiday wares and CDs. There is also a 
hair salon, automotive store and arcade 
area. A food court will open soon. Hours 
are Fri. 6–9 p.m., Sat. 9 a.m.–9 p.m. and 
Sun. 10 a.m.–6 p.m. 584-4568,  
www.marketplacetaylor.com 

Nonprofit

7  Shepard’s Heart Food Pantry is in 
need of donations of nonperishable food 
items. The food pantry distributed more 
than 180,000 pounds of food in 2010 and 
expects to give away more than 200,000 
pounds of food this year. The food pantry 
will hold the Totally Awesome Tent Sale 

in conjunction with the Day of Caring on 
Sept. 23 and 24. The tent sale, which will be 
held at 802 Hackberry St., will have items 
from the Coat of Many Colors thrift store, 
and all proceeds will help buy more food. 
A food drive will also occur during the tent 
sale, which begins Fri. at 10 a.m. and Sat. at 
9 a.m. 801-2767, www.taylorrc.org

School Notes

In July, the Texas Association of School 
Administrators named the Hutto 
ISD Board of Trustees the best in the 
region based on 10 criteria, including 
community awareness, educational 
improvement projects and the board’s 
code of ethics. Receiving the designation 
qualifies the board for the statewide 
competition. The Texas Outstanding 
School Board will be named at a 
convention held Sept. 30–Oct. 2.  
www.hipponation.org

Closings

8  Sarah Tober closed Sarah’s Texas 
Pantry at 101B East St. in Hutto on Aug. 
13. Tober said she plans on reopening the 
neighborhood grocery store in Austin in 
the future. www.sarahstexaspantry.com

In the News

This fall, Jeff Straub will transition out 
of his role as police chief for the City of 
Taylor. Straub will continue to be assistant 
city manager, a role he has held since 
March 2010. The city plans to appoint an 
interim police chief. www.ci.taylor.tx.us

Citizens National Bank in Taylor will soon house 
the bookkeeping branch from Rockdale. 
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HWY 195 
Metal Recyclers, LLC

We Buy Scrap Metal, Copper, 
Aluminum And Salvage Vehicles

Metal Recycling Yard Now Open!

CONVENIENT LOCATION CLOSE TO I-35
5307 HWY 195 • Georgetown, TX • 512-966-3030

FOR CASH!
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 Worth the Trip
24  Bowl-a-Thon
The Texas Chapter of Families with Spinal 
Muscular Atrophy, which is based in 
Hutto, holds a bowl-a-thon. Registration 
includes two hours of bowling, shoe rental 
and participant goodie bag. • 1:45–2 p.m. 
(registration), 2–4 p.m. (bowling), 4–5 p.m. 
(awards and wrap-up) • $20 (adults), $15 
(children 12 and younger), Free (individuals 
affected with SMA) • AMF Showplace 
Lanes, 9504 N. I-35, Austin • 496-4934  
www.fsma.org/txbowl,  
www.texassmaauction.blogspot.com
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September
10  Brain Power 5K & Kids K
The run benefits the Dr. Marnie Rose 
Foundation for Brain Cancer Research at The 
University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer 
Center and Capital of Texas Team Survivor.  
8:30 a.m. (5K), 10:15 a.m. (Kids K) • $35 (5K), 
Free, donations accepted (Kids K) 
Berry Springs Park & Preserve, 1801 CR 152, 
Georgetown • 724-3774  
http://brainpower5k.keepaustinaware.com 
 
“September 11th Ten Years Later: The 
Impact on Muslims at Home and Abroad”
The symposium program at Southwestern 
University includes a session on Islamophobia, 
a presentation by alumna Farhana Qazi, panels 
on post-9/11 topics such as detentions of 
Muslims, Iraqi women refugees and music/
media as forms of activism by Arab Americans 
in the post-9/11 era. • 9 a.m.–6:30 p.m. • Free 
Southwestern University McCombs Campus 
Center, 1001 E. University Ave., Georgetown  
863-1345 • www.southwestern.edu

11  “Great Russian Composers”
The concert of works by Russian composers 
launches the Georgetown Symphony Society’s 
12th season. The Temple Symphony Orchestra, 
with conductor Thomas Fairlie and pianist 
Kiyoshi Tamagawa, performs music by Glinka, 
Rachmaninoff and Shostakovich. • 4 p.m.  
$25 (premium), $20 (general), $5 (students)  
Georgetown High School, Klett Center for the 
Performing Arts, 2211 N. Austin Ave.   
864-9591 • www.gsstx.org

15  Seeds of Strength Annual 
Membership Luncheon
The women’s giving circle’s annual membership 
luncheon features speakers from two of the 
nonprofits that received grants from Seeds of 
Strength in 2011, The Georgetown Project and 
Backpack Buddies. Membership is open to all 
women in the community. • 11 a.m.– 
1 p.m. • $45 • Cimarron Hills Country Club,  
200 Cimarron Hills Trail West, Georgetown   
863-2484 • www.seedsofstrength.org 

17  Scottish Ceilidh
San Gabriel Presbyterian Church sponsors a 
Scottish Ceilidh (kay’ lee) in honor of Scottish 
heritage. Local musicians, traditional Scottish 
food, the Georgetown Fire Department Pipes 
and Drums, arts and crafts, and games are 
all part of the program. • 11 a.m.–2 p.m., 9 
a.m. (genealogy workshop) • Free (children 
13 and younger), $7 (adults) • San Gabriel 
Presbyterian Church, 5404 Williams Drive, 
Georgetown • 868-0902  
www.sgpcgeorgetown.org

19  Boys & Girls Club golf tournament
Sponsored by Georgetown Family Wellness, 
the golf tournament benefits the Boys & Girls 
Club of Georgetown. • Noon (registration)  
1 p.m. (shotgun start) • $150 (individual),  
$600 (four-person team) • Berry Creek Country 
Club, 30500 Berry Creek Drive, Georgetown  
863-7000

22 Rotary Club of Georgetown Golf 
Tournament
The 23rd annual golf tournament benefits 
youth education and the Georgetown Animal 
Shelter. The cost includes lunch, dinner, a 
beerfest and a wine tasting. • 11:30 a.m. 
(registration) 1 p.m. (shotgun start) • $125 
(individual), $500 (team) • Cowen Creek Golf 
Course, 1433 Cool Spring Way, Georgetown 
944-7748 • www.georgetownrotary.org

23 –24  Taylor SPJST Lodge 11th 
Annual BBQ Cook-off
The cookoff features a dance on Friday night 
and a cookoff all day Saturday with categories 
that include desserts, pinto beans, cook’s 
choice, chicken, pork ribs and brisket.   
Fri. 7:30–11:30 p.m., Sat. (all day) • Free to 
attend, $80 (three-meat entry) • Taylor SPJST 
Hall, 5025 FM 619 • 365-1110

23  Day of Caring
Presented by United Way of Williamson County 
and The Volunteer Center, volunteers work on 
13 projects across the county after meeting 
at The Dell Diamond for a kick-off breakfast. 
Projects include painting, sorting donations of 
food and clothing and landscaping work. 
8:15 a.m. • Free • The Dell Diamond, 3400 E. 
Palm Valley Blvd., Round Rock • 733-7625  
www.unitedway-wc.org  

24 Taylor Business Expo
Vendors at the business expo include area 
companies, restaurants, doctors, hospitals, 
retail stores and home improvement 
companies. The event is sponsored by the 
Taylor Chamber of Commerce. • 10 a.m.– 
2 p.m. • Free • Old Taylor High School, 3101 N. 
Main St. • 365-8485 • www.taylorchamber.org

CALENDAR

Oct. 14–15
By Samantha Bryant

Hosted by The Williamson Museum, Chisholm Trail Days celebrates the cattle-driving 
heritage of Williamson County. Participants begin setting up Friday evening, and event 
activities kickoff Saturday morning.

The outdoor festival features a barbecue cookoff, music, living history presentations, pony 
rides, a chuck wagon lunch, cattle drive along the San Gabriel River and a ranch rodeo.

The children’s area has activities such as lassoing, face painting and a live longhorn.

Proceeds from this year’s event benefit the museum, as well as The Georgetown Project. 

Sat. 9 a.m. • Free admission, $10 (chuck wagon lunch), $10 (barbecue dinner) • San Gabriel 
Park, 445 E. Morrow St., Georgetown • 943-1670 • www.upthechisholmtrail.org
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Reenactors drive cattle along the San Gabriel River during 2010’s Up the Chisholm Trail event.

Chisholm Trail Days

25  Annual St. Helen Fall Festival  
St. Helen Catholic Church holds a fall festival 
with games, a petting zoo, rock-climbing wall, 
cake walk, live and silent auctions, barbecue 

dinner and a country craft store. • 10 a.m.– 
6 p.m. • Free • St. Helen Catholic Church, 
2700 E. University Ave., Georgetown  
863-3041 • www.sainthelens.org

29  Pink Heals calendar launch party  
The launch party is part of the Pink Heals 
fundraising events that go to support local 
women impacted by cancer. Participants can 
have their calendar signed by the firefighters 
and cancer survivors who are featured in the 
calendar. • 5:30–8:30 p.m. • Free • Wildfire, 
812 S. Austin Ave., Georgetown • 930-3473  
http://pink.georgetown.org

October
1  Harvest Fest 5K and Family Fun Run
The third annual run benefits Williamson-
Burnet County Opportunities. After the run, 
there is a children’s area and drawings for 

A pharmacy where your business will always be appreciated

GROWING HEALTHY FAMILIES IN OUR COMMUNITY FOR OVER 60 YEARS!
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Sponsored by

Find more or submit Georgetown, Hutto and Taylor events 
at www.impactnews.com/ght/calendar.

For a full list of Central Texas events visit  
www.impactnews.com/austin-metro/calendar.

To have Georgetown, Hutto or Taylor events considered for 
the print edition, they must be submitted online by the third 
Friday of the month.

Online Calendar

prizes. • 8 a.m. (half-mile family fun run/walk) 
8:30 a.m. (5K) • $30 (adults), $10 (children 
younger than age 12) • San Gabriel Park, 445 
E. Morrow St., Georgetown • 431-2500  
www.harvestfest5krun.org 

St. John’s UMC Harvest Fest
St. John’s United Methodist Church hosts a 
harvest festival with a traditional turkey dinner. 
There is also an arts and crafts sale, bake sale, 
video game trailer, live auction, silent auction 
and musical entertainment. • 10 a.m.–6 p.m. 
Free • Georgetown Community Center, 445 E. 
Morrow St. • 863-5886 • www.stjohnsumc.cc

Georgetown AirFest
The airfest features World War II–era planes 
and other aircraft. The event includes fly-
overs, air rides (for a fee) and planes on static 
display. Vintage aircraft include the C-47 
“Bluebonnet Belle,” a Fairchild PT-19 U.S. Army 
Air Corps trainer, a SNJ-4 U.S. Navy trainer 
and a B-25 “Devil Dog.” • 10 a.m.–4 p.m. • Free 
Georgetown Municipal Airport, 500 Terminal 
Drive • 930-3690 • www.airfest.georgetown.org

3  WEC Talent Connect & 
Entrepreneurial Exchange (job fair)
The Wilco Entrepreneurs Community and 
Austin Job Seekers Network hosts the 
Talent Connect & Entrepreneur Exchange, 
where businesses can meet prospects for 
volunteer, short-term, contract or full-time 
positions using a “speed dating” technique 
for interviews. • 8:30 a.m. (job-seeker sign 
in), 9 a.m. (entrepreneur speaker), 10 a.m. 
(economic development panel), 10:30 a.m. 
(company sign in), 11 a.m.–12:30 p.m. (speed 
pitching to companies) 12:30–1:30 p.m. (lunch 
for attending businesses), 1–3 p.m. (space for 
in-depth interviews) • Free (attendees), $50 
suggested donation (participating businesses) 
Hill Country Bible Church Northwest, 12124 
N. RM 620, Austin • 983-7009  
www.talentconnectaustin.info

8  Flying Vikings Second Annual Fly Day
Nonprofit Flying Vikings gives free airplane rides 
to pre-selected students from Taylor ISD with 
physical, developmental or cognitive disabilities. 
The event includes a fair, vintage airplanes and 
children’s activities. • 10 a.m.–2 p.m. • Free 
Taylor Municipal Airport, northwest corner of 
Hwy. 79 and Carlos G. Parker Boulevard  
www.flyingvikings.org

13  Boots & Books
The fourth annual Library Foundation Board 
Gala includes music, authors and art. Drinks 
and hors d’oeuvres will be served. Western 
dress is optional. • 6:30–9 p.m. • $25 
(suggested donation) • Taylor Public Library, 
801 Vance St. • 352-3434 • www.taylor.lib.tx.us

 

14–15  Sun City Rally for the Cure 
Golf Tournament 
Golfers dressed in pink play at three Sun 
City golf courses Saturday during the golf 
tournament that benefits Susan G. Komen For 
the Cure. On Friday there is a putting contest 
at Cafe On The Green, a silent auction, 
hamburgers, karaoke and shoot-out contest. 
Fri. 5 p.m. and Sat. 9 a.m. (shotgun start), $35 
(golf tournament) • 864-3808

15–16  Art in the Square
This juried festival features the work of about 
100 artists and offers patrons art to view and 
purchase. • Sat. 10 a.m.–7 p.m. and Sun.  
10 a.m.–6 p.m. • Free • The Georgetown 
Square 281-222-6820 • www.artinsquare.com

15  Strike a Pose for Pink Fashion Show
The fashion show is part of Georgetown’s 
annual Pink Heals fundraising events in 
October that raise awareness and funds for 
local women impacted by cancer. The runway 
models are cancer survivors. • 6 p.m. (V.I.P. 
dinner), 7 p.m. (general admission, fountain 
drinks and hors d’oeuvres), 8 p.m. (fashion 
show) • $80 (V.I.P. tickets), $55 (general 
admission) • CJ’s at Mel’s Lonestar Lanes, 
1010 N. Austin Ave., Georgetown • 930-3473  
http://pink.georgetown.org 

Hutto Olde Tyme Days
With a parade, car show, street dance and 
activities for the whole family, Hutto Olde Tyme 
Days brings an old-fashioned country fair 
atmosphere to downtown Hutto. • Downtown 
Hutto • 9:30 a.m.– midnight, 7 p.m. (concert) 
Free (daytime activities), $10 (evening concert) 
759-4400 • www.oldetymedays.com

(512) 302-5555 | (800) 252-1310 | atfcu.org | twitter.com/austintelco | facebook.com/austintelco

Free Checking | 250+ Free ATMs | 22 Austin Metro Locations

*Annual Percentage Rate. All rates are expressed “as low as”. Actual rate may vary depending on credit 
qualifications. Rates and terms are subject to change without notice. Federally insured by the NCUA.

Get a super low rate 
when you finance 

your new vehicle with 
Austin Telco.

1.89%
APR*

New auto loans
Up to 60 months

Nav

igating the Future of Healthcare

PATIENTS

BENEFITS

EMPLOYERS

W
ELLNESS

Friday, October 14. 7:00 am to 11:45 am
Williamson Conference Center

Early Bird (Expires after September 15) – $25
General Price (Beginning September 16) – $30

Presented by:

For more information call 512-255-5805
or visit us online at

www.roundrockchamber.org
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Recent highlights

Authors from the Hill Country showcased their 
work and interacted with readers at the Hill 
Country Book Festival on Aug. 20.

President of Texas State Technical College Waco Elton Stuckly Jr. (left) and President of Temple 
College Glenda Barron cut the ribbon at the temporary location of the East Williamson County Higher 
Education Center – Hutto on Aug. 10 at Veterans Hill Elementary School, 555 Limmer Loop.

State Rep. Larry Gonzalez (left) and Hutto Economic Development Corp. Executive Director Scott 
Martinez joined Precinct 4 Williamson County Commissioner Ron Morrison (not pictured) to speak at 
the  Aug. 18 Hutto Area Chamber of Commerce Luncheon. 
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Gina Barnett (left) and Marie Williams with Marie 
Williams State Farm Insurance participated in the 
Hutto Area Chamber of Commerce Business Expo 
on Aug. 25. 
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Members of the Main Street Advisory Board 
presented a façade and sign grant check to Garden 
Path Florist and Gifts in August. 
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Kat Barrilleaux and Philip Houston, promotions 
technicians with radio station Spirit 105.9, gave out 
T-shirts and stickers to attendees of the Hutto Area 
Chamber of Commerce Business Expo on Aug. 25. 
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Clark Travel moved in more buses Aug. 16 to its 
new location in Taylor. Antoine Atchison (above) is a 
dispatcher with the company. 
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SPJST Assisted Living Community in Taylor held a 
senior adult summer health fair Aug. 16.
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Barbecue cooks and enthusiasts poured into Taylor for the 34th Annual Taylor International Barbecue 
Cook-off on Aug. 19 and 20. 
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Taylor CARTS  
station set to open

TRANSPORTATION

By Beth Wade

Taylor’s new CARTS 
station was built 
using recyclable 
materials and some 
recycled steel.

Bus riders will be able 
to catch a bus at the 
station in Taylor and 
travel throughout the 
county or catch an 
intercity bus.

Solar panels installed on the roof 
of the covered bus parking provide 
enough energy to run the station  
and put some energy back into the 
city’s power grid.

The station features two 
2,000-gallon propane takes 
that will eventually be available 
for use by others with propane-
fueled vehicles.

Recaptured rain-
water will be used 
for landscaping 
the property and 
washing vehicles. 
The water will go 
through a filtration 
system that includes 
UV lights and filters.

The Capital Area Rural Transportation System, 
which provides transportation services to the 
rural portions of a nine-county region, will host 
the grand opening of the Taylor bus station  
Sept. 16 at 10 a.m. at 1103 W. Second St. 

The facility has an environmentally friendly 
design featuring a rainwater recapture system, 
solar panels and recyclable building materials.

The recaptured rainwater will be used for 
landscaping the property, which features all 
native plants, and washing vehicles, CARTS 
Facilities Superintendent Derek Goodall said.

Solar panels at the station will be able to 
capture 18 kilowatts per hour. The station 
is expected to use 15 kwh during daytime 
hours. Excess electricity will be put back 
into the power grid, Goodall said.  

New interurban connector services 
to Capitol Metro at Tech Ridge in Aus-
tin, Georgetown and Round Rock are 
expected to start in early October. Bus 
schedules can be found online.

Fares are based on one-way trips and 
range from $1–$6 depending on how far 
a person is traveling.

For more information about this  
station and CARTS services, visit  
www.ridecarts.com.

W. 2nd St.
79

Certi� edPreowned.com      (512) 706-7065

1-Subaru - Model BAB. With approved credit. Dealer contribution may a� ect � nal negotiated price. 36 mo lease, $1,999 total due at inception, no sec. dep. required, 36 monthly payments of $249.00, � nal pymt / residual = 
$12,356. Based on 10k mi. / yr with $.15 per mi. excess charge. MSRP $22,066. Stk# Z6061. 2-Volvo - With approved credit through US Bank. 36 mo. lease, $3,693 +TT&L due at inception (no sec. dep. required). 36 monthly 
payments of $299. Final payment / residual = $20,065.50. Based on 10,000 mi./yr with $.18/mi excess charge. MSRP $31,850. Stock# V3146. 0.9% for 48 mo. = $21.22 per $1,000 borrowed.  3-Saab - MSRP $40,950 - $5,000 
Roger Beasley discount = $35,950 +TT&L. 39 mo. lease with approved credit. $1,999 down + TT&L due at inception (no sec. dep. required). 39 monthly payments of $399. Final payment / residual = $20,475. Based on 10,000 
mi./yr with $.25/mi excess charge. MSRP $40,950. Stock# Y8202.  4-Audi -Closed-end leases o� ered to quali� ed customers by Audi Financial Services through participating dealers. A4 with metallic paint and Convenience pkg. 
based on MSRP $36,950. $2,499 down + $695 acquisition fee + $0 security deposit = $3,194 due at inception + TT&L. Purchase option at lease end for $21,431. 38 monthly payments of $398. Advertised o� ers require dealer 
contribution; � nal negotiated price may vary by dealer. Lessee responsible for insurance, maintenance and repairs and may have some � nancial liability at lease end. Lessee responsible for $0.25/mile over 10,000 miles per year 
and a disposition fee of $375 due at lease end. See dealer for details. Higher MSRP will a� ect lease price. O� ers expire 8-31-11. Vehicles shown are for display purposes and may not be the actual vehicles.

2012 Volvo S60 T5 

$299mo 2

Includes Volvo Safe + Secure

2011 Saab 9-5 Sport Sedan

2012 Audi A4 2.0T
Premium quattro

$398mo4

1st payment paid by Audi

2

$ 99 o
udes Volvo Safe + Secure
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2011 Legacy 2.5i Sedan CVT

$249mo 1

2yr/24k free maintenance

$5,000
OR

$399
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  Georgetown City Council
101 E. Seventh St.
Sept. 13 and 27 at 6 p.m.
Watch replays of the council meeting on 
Suddenlink Cable Channel 10 at 7 p.m.
931-7715, www.georgetown.org

  Hutto City Council
401 W. Front St.
Sept. 15 and Oct. 6 at 7 p.m.
759-4033, www.huttotx.gov

  Taylor City Council
400 Porter St.
Sept. 22 and Oct. 13 at 6 p.m.
352-3676, www.taylortx.gov

  Williamson County 
Commissioners Court
710 S. Main St., Georgetown
Meetings are every Tuesday at 9:30 a.m.
943-1550, www.wilco.org

Meetings

Hutto

Commercial district receives 
historic designation

The historic commercial district in 
downtown Hutto was recently added to 
the National Register of Historic Places, 
the United States’ official list of cultural 
resources that are considered worthy of 
preservation. The area that made it on the 
national list consists of about 12 buildings 
in downtown Hutto.

The district in Hutto was listed because 
of its association with the development of 
a rural community and for its intact and 
concentrated collection of commercial 
buildings, according to a news release. The 
buildings were built during a period from 
1892 to 1929.

CITY AND COUNTY Compiled by Beth Wade and Samantha Bryant

Williamson County

Williamson County agrees 
to hold May elections in 
primary years

Williamson County will hold May 2012 
municipal elections, according to Wil-
liamson County Elections Administrator 
Richard Barron.

County officials previously worried 
a new state law requiring counties to 
provide military and overseas voters with 
ballots at least 45 days before an election 
would make it impossible for William-
son County to simultaneously hold and 
prepare for the municipal and November 
2012 presidential elections.

But Barron said the county will be able 
to purchase additional voting machines, 
train staff and have the additional space 
needed to hold the two elections.

“We have options,” he said. 

County attorney’s lawsuit 
dismissed on appeal

The 3rd Court of Appeals dismissed 
a lawsuit filed by County Attorney Jana 
Duty against county commissioners for 
allegedly violating the Open Meetings Act.

Duty’s lawsuit stemmed from a Septem-
ber 2010 meeting where commissioners 
voted to hire outside legal counsel, transfer 
money from her budget and the general 
non-department budget for the new posi-
tion and to hire an office specialist and 
purchase equipment for the new attorney.

The lawsuit claimed the agenda item did 
not have specific language to indicate the 
commissioners would take money from 
her budget. But the 3rd Court of Appeals 
ruled Aug. 24 that Duty did not “have 
standing with respect to any justiciable 
claim.” The decision reverses a previous 
court’s decision to allow the lawsuit.

Parks director retires
Jim Rodgers, the first director of the 

Williamson County Parks and Recreation 
Department, retired July 29 to spend 
more time with his family, Williamson 
County spokeswoman Connie Watson 
said. Rodgers had been the director of the 
department for eight years.

Several major parks were developed 
under his leadership, including South-
west Regional Park, Berry Springs, 
Champion Park and Brushy Creek 
Regional Trail. Commissioners renamed 
the mulch trail at Southwest Regional 
Park after him. The trail is now called 
the Jim Rodgers Hiking Trail.

Randy Bell, the assistant director for the 
Parks and Recreation Department, will 
serve as interim director until commis-
sioners decide who will fill the director 
position permanently.

Council considers 
partnership with YMCA

Taylor City Council voted unanimously 
Aug. 11 to start gathering information on 
building a recreation center in partnership 
with the Taylor Family YMCA.

The vote came after a presentation from 
YMCA of Greater Williamson County 
President/CEO Jeff Andresen, in which 
he said the YMCA would be forced to end 
its presence in Taylor in June 2012 if his 
organization could not find a partner to 
help build a facility. 

City Manager Jim Dunaway said the 
city could need $3.5 million to build the 
facility. If built, the city would also pay 
some operational costs. The YMCA would 
fund all of the equipment.

Taylor
The council will host a public hearing 

Sept. 15 at 6 p.m. Assistant City Manager 
Jeff Straub said the public meeting would 
be a good opportunity for residents to 
address concerns with all aspects of the 
facility, including its location.

Council to wait one year 
before deciding fate of old 
City Hall built in 1935

The City Council voted Aug. 25 to 
postpone calling a bond election to 
determine the future of the old City Hall 
building after a group of citizens asked 
for a year to find funding to restore the 
building, which dates to 1935.

Three members of the public peti-
tioned the council to authorize the 

formation of a committee to explore 
funding options to renovate the building 
and determine a use for it.

The committee has until Sept. 1, 2012, 
to find a funding source for that project. 
At that time, council could decide to 
call a bond election or adopt the com-
mittee’s plan. 

Taylor City Council will wait one year to decide 
what to do with the 1935 City Hall building. 
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Georgetown

Council sets public hearings 
for annexation, decision 
sought by end of year

The City of Georgetown voted  
Aug. 23 to schedule public hearing dates 
for 17 areas the city could potentially 
annex later in the year. The public hear-
ings will be held Oct. 11 and 25.

The city is considering bringing about 
2,000 acres currently in the city’s extrater-
ritorial jurisdiction into the city limits.

Jordan Maddox, City of Georgetown 
principal planner, said the reasons the 
properties were included in the annexa-
tion plan vary and include economic 
development potential, securing right of 
way, filling “donut hole” areas and effi-
ciently providing city services.

After the two public hearings, two ordi-
nance readings would take place, prob-
ably in November and December, before 
annexation is final at the end of the year.
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Redistricting map approved
City Council approved an ordinance 

adopting a redistricting map Aug. 23. 
Plan G1 is focused on keeping subdivi-

sions in the same districts, said Cobby 
Caputo, an attorney with law firm Bicker-
staff Heath Delgado Acosta LLP.

The plan moved the River Chase neigh-
borhood into District 2 and moved the 
Parkview Estates neighborhood in District 
6 near FM 971 and Austin Avenue into 
District 7, while moving the Quail Valley 
area from District 7 to District 6. The plan 
also put all of Georgetown Village and 
Heritage Oaks, which had portions of the 
neighborhood in a district with Sun City, 
into District 5. 

The second reading of the ordinance will 
be Sept. 13. Once approved, the map will be 
sent to the U.S. Department of Justice for 
final approval.

Plan G1

Map not to scale
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Susan Combs
Texas comptroller of public accounts
By Joe Olivieri 

Editor’s note: Coffee with Impact is a monthly forum at our headquarters featuring 
leaders in various sectors who are making a difference in Central Texas and beyond.

Susan Combs was elected Texas comptroller of public accounts in 2006 and 2010. She 
has served as agriculture commissioner and as a representative in the state Legislature. 
She also worked for the federal government in the General Services Administration. 

What do you think the state has done to 
help foster the kind of business climate 
found in Texas?

I think we got our heads handed to us in 
the early 1980s. It was a terrible recession 
and the state woke up and said, ‘Whoops, 
this was a big deal.’

And the Legislature did a couple of 
things. One was to establish the rainy day 
fund in 1987. 

Secondly, we decided that we had to 
diversify the economy. Oil and gas is a 
great industry, but we had to diversify 
because if you put all of your eggs in one 
industrial basket, you can get in trouble. 

We have got very strong high-tech, 
very strong banking/financial sector, very 
strong health care. [Regarding] manufac-
turing, we wouldn’t have Toyota here if we 
hadn’t had the drive to diversify.

Is there a biggest misconception of where 
people think their taxes go?
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I think people think their taxes go to 
state employees and they don’t, really. 

There are three major budget drivers: 
One is public education, which is about 45 
percent to 48 percent of all available rev-
enue. Higher ed gets you to up to about 60 
[percent]. Health is [another] 30 percent. 
We’re at 90 percent in those three areas.

One of the state’s core principles is that 
‘Government should be limited in size and 
mission but must be highly effective in 
performing the task it undertakes.’ Can 
you give some examples of how your 
office has worked toward this principle?

The first few months we were there, we 
noticed that we had five separate purchase 
orders for toner cartridges. We consoli-
dated those and saved $74,000. 

We saved about $11 million inside the 
agency in the four-and-a-half years I’ve 
been there by not doing stupid stuff. 

We’re now doing data mining. We get 

a monthly data dump from the beer and 
alcohol guys and the tobacco guys and they 
tell us which store got 100 six packs. We 
then check on the store and ask, ‘Did you 
report sales of 100 six packs?’ We’ve recap-
tured $260 million by data mining. 

What is the state of stimulus projects in 
Texas, and do you think they helped jump-
start the Texas economy at all?

[The Department of Energy] wanted 
us to count [an air conditioning worker] 
doing a school as a full-time, brand-new 
human in air conditioning. It shifted work 
from the private to the public sector. 

The only place where I think it legiti-
mately changed the conversation was in 

public ed. The money that came to public 
ed meant that they did not let teachers go. 
I cannot document, as comptroller, that 
there were any jobs created. 

Over the last 12 months, what are some 
small wins that you can point to so people 
could say that we’ve got some momentum 
going?

Sales tax revenue is up 16 months in a 
row. Job hiring is up. Motor vehicle [sales] 
lead the way into a depression and lead the 
way out, and they are way up. You have 
companies relocating here. 

People come here. It’s very can-do, and 
it’s very optimistic.

Comment at www.impactnews.com

Susan Combs, Texas comptroller of public accounts, said she has worked to decrease waste in public 
spending since being elected to office in 2006.

COFFEE WITH IMPACT

1. Seton Family of Doctors at Georgetown  
 NOW OPEN!

2. Seton Family of Doctors at Williamson

3. Seton Family of Doctors at Forest Creek
Adults Only  

4. Seton Family of Doctors at Stone Hill

Seton Care 

For more information, please visit SetonFamilyofDoctors.com.

Four Convenient Locations 
Serving Williamson County

I-
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Georgetown

Round Rock

To Austin

To Hutto
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Stone Hill & Williamson clinics offer 
comprehensive cardiac care by the specialists of

For appointments, please call (512) 324-4812. 
SetonFamilyofDoctors.com
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and Westinghouse Road (also 
known as County Road 111) to 
the south has become an area of 
interest for some, city officials 
have said. 

“We did an analysis of where 
all the projects had gone to date 
… virtually all of them that I 
worked on that are primary job 
generators are in that zone, ” 
Georgetown Economic Devel-
opment Director Mark Thomas 
said. “[This area] became appar-
ent when we were trying to 
make decisions about where do 
we concentrate our efforts and 
where are most likely next ‘win’ 
is going to come from.”

Thomas said his office began 
looking at how to prepare for 
future development after proj-
ects began slowing down during 
the economic downturn. 

“We were asking the question 
to ourselves, ‘How do we become 
less reactive, like it was when the 
economy was like it was two or 
three years ago?’” he said. “Dur-
ing this downturn, we looked at it 
as a time to become prepared for 
the inevitable return—at some 
level—of development activity.”

The growth from the south, 
including growth along Univer-
sity Boulevard in Round Rock, is 

Development 
Continued from | 1
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expected to continue north once 
development picks up again, 
Thomas said, making the south-
east development zone a target 
for growth. 

“We had developers coming 
forward saying they were inter-
ested in trying to do something,” 
Thomas said. “It ended up that 
economic development, the pri-
vate sector and our planning 
department literally were mov-
ing in parallel paths. We all were 
seeing the same thing at about 
the same time.”

Annexation and rezoning
In July, City Council approved 

comprehensive plan amend-
ments and rezoning agreements 
for two tracts of land located off 
of Westinghouse Road. 

Windmill Hill, which is 
located at 1201 CR 111 and 
owned by the Madison Group, 
was zoned as planned unit devel-
opment. After being rezoned, the 
approximately 94-acre property 
will be a combination of zon-
ings, including about 56 acres 
of business park; 16 acres zoned 
C-1, or local commercial; and 22 
acres designated as multifamily.

The other parcel, owned by 
Don Bourn and known as the 
Bourn Tract, was annexed into 
the city and rezoned. Located on 
the south side of CR 111 and just 

to the west of Windmill Hill, the 
183.15-acre property includes 
about 100 acres of business park, 
45 acres of local commercial and 
38 acres of multifamily housing. 

Both parcels are designated 
as future employment centers in 
the city’s land use plan, which 
is the city’s conceptual vision 
that defines desired land uses 
for the next 30 years, Maddox 
said. Council adopted the plan 
in February 2008. 

“We are trying to create an 
activity center that integrates 
economic development opportu-
nities, but you also have to have 
housing choices,” said Paul Line-
han Land Strategies president 
and development consultant. 

Linehan’s firm has been work-
ing with the Bourn Tract and 
Windmill Hill tract owners to 
master plan the two develop-
ments, which could be similar 
to Austin’s Tech Ridge develop-
ment with its mix of retail, office 
and residential. 

“You want to create these 
employment centers. You don’t 
want to have to drive from 
Georgetown down to Dell [Inc.]; 
you’d like something in your 
community,” he said. “You are 
trying to create a community 
where people could live, work, 
play, pray and do everything 
together.”

Linehan said the develop-
ments are potentially still years 
away, but the site owners are 
looking at getting the sites 
shovel ready.

“We are pleased with where 
we are right now. We are work-
ing with Bourn right now on [a 
theme], but we had to get the 
zoning done,” Linehan said. 
“We are trying to brand this and 
make it first class.”

Linehan said the Windmill 
Hill developers are working on 
preliminary plans to submit to 
the city, but developers are wait-
ing to see if an extension of Blue 
Ridge Drive will be added to the 
city’s transportation plan.

Utility trouble
One other issue that stands in 

the way of moving forward with 
development in the area is the 
lack of utilities, Maddox said. 

“There has been interest in a 
lot of these properties for a long 
time,” Maddox said. “Westing-
house [Road] itself, even though 
it was just a little county road, 
didn’t have developers clamoring 
to come build on it, but there was 
interest in the area.” 

The city now faces the issue 
of how to get utilities, including 
water and wastewater to future 
development sites at a cost-effec-
tive price. 

“You’ve got new infrastructure 
on the ground that the county 
did; you have the ability to get 
wastewater to that area [through 
easements the developers own]; 
you’ve got development coming 
up from the south. It only makes 
sense for Georgetown to extend 
utilities to that area for future 
development,” Linehan said. 

Early estimates show the cost 
of extending a wastewater line 
from the Citi data center on Blue 
Ridge Drive to Westinghouse 
Road could be as much as $5 mil-
lion, Thomas said. 

Part of the difficulty in getting 
the utilities to the area, which in 
turn increases cost estimates, is 
the lay of the land. Parts of West-
inghouse Road are on a lower 
plane meaning wastewater would 
have to be pumped from the area 
back to the treatment plant. 

Maddox and Thomas said the 
city is working to find a way to 
get utilities to the sites at as low a 
cost as possible. 

“It’s solvable,” Thomas said. 
“There are a lot of people working 
on it. It’s very positive. We will 
find a way to make it happen.” 

Maddox said the city is also 
looking at annexing other parcels 
of land along Westinghouse Road 
by the end of this year.

The Southeast Development Zone, an 
area bounded by SE Inner Loop to the 
north, FM 1460 to the east, I-35 to the 
west and Westinghouse Road (also 
known as County Road 111) to the south, 
is expected to be the next big area for 
development, Georgetown Economic 
Development Director Mark Thomas said. 
Some challenges, including the lack of 
utilities in the area, have been a barrier 
for development, but city staff is looking 
at the most cost-effective way to put in 
water and wastewater, Thomas said. The 
City Council is also considering annexing 
several properties in the area, City Planning 
Director Jordan Maddox said. Once 
annexed, the city could consider creating 
a Tax Increment Reinvestment Zone that 
could help fund projects in the area.

Comment at www.impactnews.com

Southeast Development Zone

Source: City of Georgetown

Some area businesses include: 
• Capital Car Credit
• Celebration Church
• Citi Group Data Center
• Discount Vinyls & Fabrics
• Flowers Baking Company
• Georgetown Fireplace & Patio
• Hewlett Chevrolet
• Mac Haik Ford Lincoln
• Mayatex
• Roger Beasley Premier Mazda
• SPM Inc.
• Turnco Tool & Instrument
• Volvo of Georgetown
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WELCOME 
NEW DOCTORS

Scott & White is pleased to  
welcome three new providers to 
our growing family of physicians 
and specialists. We are committed 
to providing the finest care to the 
families of Central Texas.

Get to know all of our services  
and providers at sw.org, or call

512-509-0200

April M. Calderon, MD
Family Medicine
Scott & White Clinic  
Round Rock West

Sean Coughlin, MD
Internal Medicine
Scott & White Clinic  
425 University Boulevard

Julia K. Sherrill
Family Medicine
Scott & White Clinic  
Taylor 

Your ChoiCe. ThE TRUSTED ChOiCE.

Get them Back to School ready with a 
cleaning from Stanley Steemer®

Carpet • Tile & Grout • Upholstery • Leather 
Area Rug • 24 HR Emergency Water Damage Restoration

stanleysteemer.com

Full Service Cleaning

Carpet Cleaning Special:
$33 per room

Minimum charges apply. Must present coupon at time of service. 
Not valid with any other offer. Residential Only. Combined living 
areas, L-shaped rooms and rooms over 300 sq. ft. are considered 

2 areas. Baths, halls, large walk-in closets and area rugs are 
priced separately. Protector not included. Valid at participating 
locations only. Certain restrictions may apply. Call for details. 

Offer expires 10/15/11 • Promo Code: SC33

Summer Fun Can Be Tough On 
Your Floors and Furniture

Call today for one of  our 
Austin specials: 1-800-STEEMER®
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The general fund is the part of the budget that includes funding for general government services such 
as police, fire, parks and library services. Cities vary in the way they categorize general fund expenses. 

GEORGETOWN
2.7% OTHER EXPENDITURES

3.5% OPERATIONAL SUPPLIES

4.7% EQUIPMENT

5.6% FACILITIES

19.6% CONTRACT SERVICES & FEES63.9% EMPLOYEE SERVICES

TAYLOR

28% OTHER SERVICES & CHARGES

3% CAPITAL OUTLAY

5% SUPPLIES & MATERIALS

2% REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

62% SALARIES & BENEFITS

HUTTO

Proposed fiscal year 2011–12 general fund expenditures by city

Sources: Cities of Hutto, Taylor and Georgetown

counted on increased property values as a 
source of more revenue can no longer do so.

Georgetown
The average home value in Georgetown 

is $184,959, a 1.2 percent increase from last 
year when it was $182,799.

Georgetown City Council had the first 
reading to adopt a tax rate of 38.75 cents per 
$100 in property valuation, compared with 
the current tax rate of 35.622 cents. 

The proposed 3.128 cent increase would 
mean a homeowner with the average home 
value would pay $716.72, or $65.55 more 
than last year on his or her annual bill.

Micki Rundell, Georgetown chief finan-
cial officer, said the 8.8 percent actual tax rate 
increase is primarily related to repaying the 
city’s debt.

She said more than $55 of the $65.55 
increase in yearly taxes for the average home 
in Georgetown are for 2008 voter-approved 
street and park improvement bond projects.

Another reason for the proposed higher 
tax rate is the amount of frozen property 
increased by $98.4 million this year. Prop-
erty owners over the age of 65 or who are dis-
abled can file to freeze their property taxes.

“There are less people paying the new rate,” 
Rundell said. “In theory, we lost $100,000 of 
revenue related to the properties that froze 
this past year.”

At an Aug. 29 workshop and special ses-
sion, City Council members looked at ways 
to decrease the proposed $40 million gen-
eral fund budget.

City staff had presented the council with  
the proposed budget, but council mem-
bers called the special meetings with the 
goal of cutting the budget by 1 percent, or 
$400,000. The budget cuts were meant to 
address an estimated $980,000 shortfall in 
the 2013 fiscal year.

Council identified about $430,000 in sav-
ings through expense reductions and addi-
tional revenue sources for the 2012 fiscal 
year. However, in the special session that fol-
lowed the workshop, City Council members 
added back in some funding they had dis-
cussed cutting earlier in the evening and cut 
some additional areas of the budget.

Budgets
Continued from | 1

Areas that council identified included 
cutting food for City Council members dur-
ing long meetings, deferring a citizen survey 
from every other year to every three years, 
freezing additional vacant positions, closing 
pools for one extra day per week (excluding 
the indoor recreation center pool), decreas-
ing fuel budgets and reducing the amount of 
mowing at city parks.

City staff will still have to calculate the 
impact of the funding cuts to see how much 
the proposed budget will be reduced. Run-
dell said the new budget amount will not 
be available until the week of Sept. 5. The 
budget could be modified again at a Sept. 13 
meeting. Final approval could be deferred to 
a Sept. 27 meeting if necessary.

Taylor
Taylor City Council approved the first 

reading of the tax rate of 81.3893 cents per 
$100 of valuation, which is the same as the 
current rate. The budget is based on the cur-
rent tax rate, and as of press time, council was 
scheduled to adopt the budget and tax rate 
Sept. 8.

Out of the $23.22 million budget, the pro-
posed general fund budget is $10.7 million, 
increasing from last year’s adopted general 
fund budget by 1.5 percent.

Straub said the average property value fell 
from $89,210 in 2010 to $87,600, but the city’s 
2010 annexations and growth added more 
property to the tax rolls.

The proposed tax rate of 81.3893 cents 
means a homeowner with the average home 
value would pay $712.97, or $13.10 less than 
last year on his or her annual bill.

He said that while the revenue collected 
from sales tax has trended upward recently, 
city staff is being conservative and predicting 
no increase from last year. 

The city had to incorporate into the 
budget increases in fuel costs and a  
35 percent increase, or about $150,000, to 
health insurance.

Straub said there are 16 frozen positions 
in the city’s budget, leaving the city with 140 
employees. He said the city has had as many 
as 158 employees in past years.

No pay raises were included in the pro-
posed budget; however, salaries for public 
safety personnel do increase on a tiered 
schedule.

Hutto
Hutto City Council approved the first 

reading Sept. 1 for a property tax rate of 
51.6545 cents per $100 of valuation for fiscal 
year 2012. The current rate is 50.758 cents.

Finance Director Micah Grau said the 
city can use the extra revenue to prepare for 
the planned bond issues for the fiscal year 
instead of dipping into its unencumbered 
fund balance within the debt service fund.

The city plans to issue bonds in the spring 
of 2012 for construction on Mager Lane, a 
sidewalk along South FM 1660 and design 
for the YMCA recreation facility.

In 2010, the average home value in Hutto 
was $130,410, compared with $126,149 in 
2011, according to the Williamson Central 
Appraisal District. A homeowner with the 
average home value in 2010 paid $661.94 
in annual taxes, while a homeowner with 
the average home value of $126,149 would 
pay $651.62 with the proposed tax rate, or 

$10.32 less.
Grau said the annexation of the Lakeside 

Estates Subdivision offset the decline in 
appraised property value.

He said the biggest change to this year’s 
$8.77 million general fund budget is the 
$125,000 payment for the Eastern William-
son County Higher Center. The total pro-
posed budget is about $21 million.

The budget includes replacing three Hutto 
Police Department patrol cars and a sched-
uled increase in August in the city’s take-or-
pay water contract with Heart of Texas.

There are four frozen positions from 
previous years in the budget, and coun-
cil approved on Sept. 1 giving a one-time 
merit pay of $750 to each eligible full-time 
employee.

The final reading of the budget and tax 
rate is scheduled for Sept. 15.

Additional reporting by Beth Wade

By Gene Davis
After cutting more than $2.6 million from the proposed fiscal year 
2011–12 budget, Williamson County commissioners approved 
a $126.88 million general fund budget Aug. 30 that implements 
across-the-board pay raises for civilian county employees and 
cuts for public assistance services. 

Commissioners unanimously voted to reduce the tax rate by ap-
proximately $0.002312 per $100 in assessed value. The 2011–12 
adopted tax rate is $0.487687 per $100 in assessed value.

The $126.88 million general fund budget is about a 1.02 percent 
increase from the fiscal year 2010–11 budget of $124.36 million. 

County Judge Dan Gattis said that the Williamson County budget 
has annually increased because the population has gone up by 

The FY 2012 budget cuts more than $50,000 from public  
assistance services. The proposed budget called for more than 
$200,000 in cuts to public assistance services. The cuts ap-
proved by commissioners include: 

A $20,000 funding cut to CARTS, which provides a mode of 
transportation for those without other transportation options;

A $7,600 funding cut to Williamson-Burnet Senior Nutrition, 
which includes Meals on Wheels;

A $15,000 cut for Early Childhood Intervention, which provides 
services for families with children who are born with disabilities.

The approved budget leaves $61 million in cash reserves.

Includes pay increases, cuts to public assistance services, no tax hike Cuts to public assistance services

approximately 70 percent in the last 10 years, placing a higher 
demand on county services like courts, emergency medical 
services, judges and law enforcement.

“Every time we get another person, that means we have got to 
service those people, somewhat,” Gattis said. “And that’s a big 
deal; it’s hard.”

Commissioners reduced a proposed 3 percent across-the-
board raise for civilian county employees to 1.5 percent. The 
raise costs taxpayers $626,500. Civilian county employees had 
not received a raise in two years.

The budget does not give a raise to elected officials.

The court set the road and bridge budget at $18.4 million.

WilCo commissioners adopt $126.88 million budget

Comment at www.impactnews.com

As of press time Sept. 2, the City of Georgetown had not finished modifying its proposed general fund budget.  
City Council members had identified areas to cut from the budget at an Aug. 29 meeting.
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Pink Heals Tour 2011
Georgetown, TX Tour Stop

Pink.Georgetown.org

5:30 p.m.
Thursday, September 29
Wild� re Banquet Room

Help us raise awareness and funds in the � ght for women impacted by cancer
by wearing pink on Tuesday, October 25.

For more event information: 512-930-3473

8 a.m.
Saturday, October 22
9th and Main Street

6 p.m.
Tuesday, October 25
Georgetown Square

10 a.m.
Saturday, October 22
Courthouse Square

7 p.m.
Saturday, October 15
Mel’s Lone Star Lanes

When Feeling Great Can’t Wait!
Busy Families and Individuals:

ALLERGIES

INJURED 
ARM

(X-RAY) 

days, evenings and 
weekends.

®

 we’ll call you to let you 
know when your exam room 

Most major insurance accepted, 

EAR 

1-888-306-5311
NextCareImpact.com

1240 E. Palm Valley Blvd.
 (Pecan Park)

 

*Restrictions may apply, 
see website for further details.

TXGtowm_Comm-ImpactNewsPpr_QTR4c_0811.indd   1 8/10/11   2:48 PM

Relief from: Back Pain  •  Head and Neck Pain  •  Sciatica
Herniated Disc  •  Sports Injuries  •  Joint Pain  •  Cancer Pain

Pelvic Pain  •  Chest Pain  •  All Types of Pain

North Austin   •   South Austin   •   Georgetown   •   Bastrop
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BOARD CERTIFIED ANESTHESIOLOGISTS
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BBQ Dinner • Live Auction
Entertainment • Cra� s & Country Store
 MUSIC   •   FOOD   •   FUN
24΄ Rock Wall • Pot O’ Gold Game • Obstacle Course • Pe� ing Zoo 
Cake Walk • Car Show…  and much more for the whole family!!

For more information, call 863-3041, or check our website at www.sainthelens.org/festival
All profi ts go to benefi t St. Helen Catholic Church and local charities.
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Brazos River Authority lake level predictions by Oct. 31, 2011

the lakes and more going out than a typical 
year,” he said.

The BRA can withdraw the Stage 1 status 
if lake levels go back up above trigger levels 
and stay there for at least 30 days.

Georgetown
The BRA announced Aug. 1 that Lake 

Georgetown and the reservoir that feeds 
into it, Stillhouse Hollow Lake in Belton, 
had reached a Stage 1 Drought Watch. 

If conditions do not improve, the two-
lake system could reach Stage 2 by the end 
of October, according to BRA documents.

Georgetown’s drinking water comes from 
Lake Georgetown and the Edwards Aquifer. 

The aquifer, which normally averages 
a depth of  about 77 feet, was at 51.09 feet  
Aug. 29. Lake Georgetown’s normal eleva-
tion is 791 feet but was at 769.8 feet Aug. 29. 

Georgetown Utility Director Glenn Dis-
hong said stage two water restrictions, which 
limit irrigation and other outdoor water uses 
to two times a week, are triggered when the 
aquifer level is at or below 50 feet or the lake 
level is at 765 feet for five consecutive days. 

“As far as predicting when it could get to 
that level, you never know. One wet weather 
event that pops up could change everything,” 
Georgetown Water Operations Mananger 
David Thomison said.

The City of Georgetown has been in stage 
one mandatory water restrictions since 
May 1. The restrictions, which limit water-
ing to no more than three times per week 
with no watering allowed on Mondays, will 
be in effect until Sept. 30; however, dropping 
aquifer levels could cause the city to switch 
to stage two water restrictions in early Sep-
tember. As of press time, Sept. 2, the city was 
still at stage one. 

To help keep the aquifer levels above 50 
feet, the city has been releasing water from 
Lake Georgetown at a rate of 10 cubic feet 
per second. 

“It looks like [the water release] is keeping 
the levels steady for now,” Dishong said, add-
ing that the utility is constantly monitoring 
water levels in both the lake and the aquifer. 

While the city has not moved to stage two 
mandatory restrictions, Dishong recom-
mends customers cut down outdoor water 
use to two times a week. The city has already 
gone to stage two restrictions internally.

Georgetown’s water restrictions begin 

Continued from | 1
Drought every summer as a proactive means of 

controlling water use. Along with outdoor 
watering restrictions, summer conser-
vation rates also go into effect for water 
usage in May through October.  The rates 
increase per thousand gallons as water use 
increases, meaning a customer who uses 
less than 18,000 gallons a month will pay 
less per thousand gallons than a customer 
who uses more. 

“We try to be proactive,” Thomison said. 
“We actually have gone out and assisted resi-
dents in setting their irrigation controllers to 
help them out.”

Other cities and water providers are also 
drawing water from Lake Georgetown, 
including the Chisholm Trail Special Util-
ity District, which provides water and 
wastewater to portions of Georgetown’s 
western extraterritorial jurisdiction and 
some of the surrounding area.

CTSUD also receives water from water 
wells, which make up 40 percent of the dis-
trict’s water supply. According to a newslet-
ter mailed to customers July 20, the drop in 
well water levels was the “most impending 
threat to Chisholm Trail SUD.” 

“Basically the reason we moved to stage 
four so rapidly is because we lost one of 
our wells,” CTSUD General Manager Jen-
nifer McKnight said. “The drought dropped 
the level of the aquifer to a level where we 
couldn’t pump from it anymore.”

The district announced Aug. 17 it would 
move from stage four water restrictions, 
which prohibited outdoor watering with 
automatic sprinklers or hose-end sprin-
klers, to stage three, which allows residents 
to water one day a week. In July, the district 
announced stage four restrictions to help 
reduce high demand. 

McKnight said the stage four restrictions 
were able to reduce water consumption to 
levels required by the district’s drought con-
tingency plan; however, as the drought con-
tinues, stage four restrictions could come 
back into play.

“Most likely [we will have to go back to 
stage four],” she said. “Our second well is 
down very, very low at this point, and we 
don’t know how long we will have that water 
available, but as long as we do, we will stay 
in [stage] three. Once it goes, we will likely 
have to go to more stringent restrictions 
again.”

McKnight said the district can treat  
4.09 million gallons of water per day from 
Lake Georgetown, and while there is plenty 

of raw water, there is not enough treatment 
capacity with water demand so high. 

She said the district is looking for other 
opportunities to get water for its customers, 
either through an agreement with the City 
of Georgetown for their excess treated water 
or a second third-party organization. 

“The city is allowing us to take additional 
water if they have it available, but there is 
only so much treatment available,” McKnight 
said. “They are feeling the same pressure we 
are right now with the demand very high.”

 Taylor
Lake Granger supplies water for the City 

of Taylor and Jonah Special Utility District. 
In August, Lake Granger had not reached 

its Stage 1 trigger and was only 3.5 feet 
below capacity. 

Jeff Straub, Taylor assistant city manager, 
said the city has not implemented any water 
restrictions because they are not necessary 
at this time. He said the city has drafted a 
drought plan, but it would not go into effect 
until water levels are lower.

The city is not exempt from effects of the 
drought, however. To preserve the wildlife 
and habitat in Murphy Lake, the city pumped 
some of its treated water supply into the lake. 

Straub said the city has put water into 
Murphy Lake twice this summer, and he 
hopes they will not have to do it again. 

The city has a “take-or-pay contract” in 
which it has 2.3 million gallons a day of 

water to use. Straub said the city has a sur-
plus of water and decided to use some of it 
to preserve the lake habitat, which would be 
expensive to replace.

He said the city is not considering lower-
ing its water contract because it has exceeded 
its allotment in the past.

Hutto
The City of Hutto also does not expect to 

deplete its water supply any time soon, Pub-
lic Works Director Scot Stromsness said. 

“When you look at Hutto, Hutto’s in a 
good place,” he said. “That’s a credit to city 
leadership, including everyone from the 
city manager to council and the decisions 
they made in 2005 when we looked for a 
new water source.”

The city gets its water from three sources: 
Manville Water, Heart of Texas Water and 
the City of Taylor. Combined the city has 
water contracts for 2.4 million gallons of 
water per day. In August, the average use 
was 1.7 million gallons a day. 

Stromsness said the city was determining 
if and when water restrictions would need 
to be put in place, but he does not anticipate 
any need any time soon. 

“We don’t want people to needlessly waste 
water, but we’ve done a lot of planning for 
this and made sure we have abundant water 
source,” Stromsness said. 

Source: Brazos River Authority

15.5 feet
below full

21 feet
below full

4 feet
below full

Water levels in the Brazos River Authority lake system have continued 
to decline due to the combination of low rainfall, high evaporation and 
increased water use. The river authority has issued a Stage 1 Drought 
Watch, which does not mandate water use restrictions. However, Brad 
Brunett, BRA water services manager, said the system could reach 
the second stage, Drought Warning, by early 2012, with some lakes 
entering the warning in late October if current conditions continue. 
During Stage 2, storage capacity is at 55 percent and the BRA could 
ask customers to decrease water use by 3 percent.

19 feet
below full

Stage 2  
Drought Warning

Sources: City of Georgetown, Chisholm Trail Special Utility District
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Water Management: 
Three-day limited landscape irriga-
tion water use based on address. 
Georgetown water utility customers 
were on stage one water rationing 
as of press time Sept. 2.

Outdoor irrigation is permitted three times 
per week, and outdoor watering may occur 
between 6 p.m. and 8 a.m. Filling or refilling 
swimming, wading and hot tub pools are 
permitted on watering days.

Outdoor irrigation is permitted three 
times per week, and outdoor watering 
may occur between 6 p.m. and 8 a.m. 
Filling or refilling swimming, wading 
and hot tub pools are permitted on 
watering days. CTSUD customers 
were on stage one water rationing as 
of press time Sept. 2

Outdoor water use is prohibited except for immediate health or 
fire hazards. Watering the ground around foundations to prevent 
cracking is allowed between 6 p.m. and 8 a.m. A drip irrigation 
system or hand-held hose may be used to water the ground 
around foundations to prevent foundation cracking at any time. 

Outdoor water uses are permitted two days a week 
between 6 p.m. and midnight. Washing vehicles is 
prohibited except between 6 p.m. and 8 a.m. and 
must be done with a hand-held bucket or hose with 
a positive shutoff nozzle. The limitations do not apply 
to commercial carwash or service stations or when 
the washing is necessary on a frequent basis to 
protect the welfare of the public. 

Water Conservation:  
Reduces landscape irrigation to two days 
a week based on address but also restricts 
other outdoor water use to same days as 
irrigation days. Some activities, including 
filling pools and washing vehicles, are 
prohibited on non-irrigation days.

Water Restrictions: 
Restricts outdoor irrigation 
to one day a week. All other 
restrictions stay in effect. 

Water Emergency:  
No outdoor water use is allowed. 
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Georgetown water rationing Chisholm Trail Special Utility District water rationing
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Thank You
to our honoree Rebecca Powers, founder of Impact Austin and to our 
sponsors for making this event a success. Your contributions make a 

difference to our students receiving scholarships.

Kristi Matus

Keith & 
Darci Weiser

Exclusive Platinum Sponsorship

Bronze Sponsorship

Silver Sponsorship

Gold Sponsorship

American Airlines • Aquila Commercial • Arts + Labor • BMT • The Bommarito Group • Beck
Brown McCarroll • CJG Engineers • Tom & Penny Cedel • Elizabeth Christian & Associates

Cunningham Allen • Don Graf • Heritage Title Company • Hillco Partners • HS&A
KGA Architecture • J.P. Morgan • Mt. Olive Lutheran Church & Preschool • The Powers Family

Regions Bank • Dr. & Mrs. Schmidt • Sodexo • T. Stacy & Associates • Thrivent Financial 
Wattinger Company, Inc. • VRW Construction Company, Inc. • Wattinger Service Company, Inc.

FROM FIRST TOOTH TIL 16

• P� ugerville’s fi rst Pediatric Dentist.

• Most insurance accepted. As a 
courtesy, we will fi le primary 
insurance for you.

• Kids love our state of the art facility, 
gaming arcade, and movies while 
you wait.

• Specializing in special needs 
patients of all ages.

• In offi  ce sedation and hospital 
privileges.

619 S. Heatherwilde Blvd. • Pflugerville, Tx 78660 
Phone 512-989-6900 • Fax 512-989-6901

www.drbainpediatricdentist.com

•

•

This year Dr. Bain was honored by P� ugerville Independent School District 
for Community Partner of the year for Highland Park Elementary and 

Business Partner of the year for Timmerman!

It’s What We Do Every Day.

Technical Training » Enlisted Education » Enlisted Pay
Insurance » Food and Housing » Retirement

It’s Not Science Fiction...

U.S. AIR FORCE
EXPLORE THE CAREERS AND TECHNOLOGY
 THAT TURN THE IMPOSSIBLE INTO REALTY.

FOR QUESTIONS CONTACT:
SSgt Matthew T. Macejewski, 
Ea Recruiter

1911 N Austin Avenue, Suite 302 
Georgetown, Tx. 78626-4543 

(512)635-2824 

www.airforce.com
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Georgetown ISD

GISD raises taxes

Students who arrived for the first day of 
school this fall at East View High School 
were welcomed back to class with the sight 
of a new track and field, concession build-
ing and field house on the campus.

The new additions were part of a  
$5.3 million phase of renovations to East 
View completed during the summer. Other 
projects authorized in a November bond 
election for the district have started or are 
set to begin soon.

“As of today, all projects are on schedule 
and under budget,” Superintendent Joe 
Dan Lee said.

A second, $25.6 million phase of 
construction to East View began in May 
and includes more athletic and classroom 
space, a new addition to the fine arts build-
ing, additional parking and a career and 
technology building. Construction will 
continue through the school year and is 
slated to be finished by August 2012.

David Biesheuvel, director of construc-
tion and facilities for Georgetown ISD, 
said construction bids have come in below 

The 2011–12 school year will be one of 
dramatic changes for Texas students as a 
result of legislative decisions made in the 
past few years. 

The biggest difference, however, will 
arrive next spring, when hundreds of thou-
sands of students tackle the STAAR test—
or State of Texas Assessments of Academic 
Readiness—which brings more require-
ments and several more exams than the 
Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills.

Students in third through ninth grades 
will take the new test next year, but the 
roughly 350,000 incoming ninth graders 
statewide will be the first class required to 
pass 12 end-of-course exams to graduate.

In 2009, state lawmakers mandated the 
Texas Education Agency to develop a new 
state assessment test.

TEA spokeswoman Suzanne Marchman 
said there were several things that prompted 
a new test, but placing a larger emphasis on 
college- and career-readiness is what drove 
the change.

“At the high school level, [legislators] 
wanted the test to indicate that the students 
understood the Texas curriculum—which 
is what TAKS does—but also show whether 
students were ready for college or post-sec-
ondary education or training for a career,” 
she said.

The STAAR test will also have new 

The Georgetown Independent School Dis-
trict board of trustees approved increasing 
the district’s property tax rate by 6.8 cents. 

The increase will help pay for $90 million 
in bonds that were approved by voters 
in November 2010 and issued in Janu-
ary, GISD Chief Financial Officer David 
McLaughlin said. 

The new rate of $1.358 per $100 valua-
tion includes $1.04 for maintenance and 
operation and $0.318 for debt service and 
is expected to increase taxes by $147.38 
for the average homeowner. The average 
taxable home value also increased from 
$191,644 to $192,900. 

McLaughlin said the district cut its bud-
get by about $6.1 million in June, and after 
funding cuts from the state were finalized, 
the district ended up with about $484,000 
in surplus. 

The surplus will help decrease another 
budget shortfall that is expected in the dis-
trict’s 2012–13 school year budget, which 
the state cut by 7.8 percent. 

“It’s going to be a challenge for all school 
districts this year as we deal with current 
reductions and additional reductions for 
the 2012–13 year,” Superintendent Joe Dan 
Lee said.

McLaughlin said the district will look at 
ways to help fill the projected $3.5 million 
shortfall by increasing attendance. 

If student attendance for the year 
increases by 1 percent, it could equal 
about $700,000 in increased funding from 
the state. The district budget does not 
include increased funding from popula-
tion growth, which could also increase the 
school’s funding, McLaughlin said. 

“We will get a feel for that as the year 
goes on,” he said. “We are trying to maxi-
mize what we can earn from the state. If 
we don’t get there, we would have to look at 
cutting expenditures.”

original estimates, and with the money the 
district saved, they will be able to increase 
the size of the career and technology build-
ing by about 15,000 square feet.

“We can now have all the programs at 
East View be the same as those offered at 
Georgetown High School,” he said.

Georgetown High School will also 
undergo an expansion beginning in Octo-
ber. The existing campus will be reno-
vated and about 66,000 square feet added. 
Construction will enlarge the cafeteria and 
library, add science labs and classroom 
space, install a new fire alarm and security 

By Samantha Bryant

By Taylor Short

By Beth Wade

“griddable” answers on math and science 
tests, Marchman said. In addition to mul-
tiple choice, some questions in the math 
and science portions now ask students to 
bubble in the calculation themselves.

“It’s more difficult and moves more 
toward critical thinking as opposed to 
memorization-type questions,” she said.    

Instead of passing the TAKS test’s four 
exit-level subject area tests in order to 
receive their diploma, students will have to 
take and reach a passing cumulative score 

on all 12 end-of-course exams.
One of the most important changes in the 

STAAR test, Marchman said, is the ability 
for educators to track student progress.

The progress measures will be strength-
ened over time, as new testing results are 
available from previous years. The indica-
tor will be able to provide an early warn-
ing for students who are not on track to 
pass a future grade or might not be ready 
for advanced math or English courses in 
high school.

Renovations to Georgetown High School, pictured in this rendering, will add a new entrance to the school.

  Education  FOC
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Blueprints for each assessment were 
developed with test lengths ranging from 
30–60 items

Standards set separately for each grade 
and subject and based on the examination 
of test content

Standards have remained consistent since 
the first operational administration in 2003

Assesses standards that prepare students 
for the next grade or course

Students must pass three end-of-course 
tests in each of four core subject areas to 
receive a diploma

Assessments will increase in length at most 
grades and subjects

Assessments will encompass only the 
curriculum for that grade or course, with the 
exception of science at grades 5 and 8 

Overall test difficulty will be increased by 
assessing skills at a greater depth and level 
of cognitive complexity

Links performance year to year from grades 
3–8 to high school and from specific 
courses to college and career readiness

At grades 9–11, grade-level assessments 
assess content from multiple courses

Standards aligned across grades and 
courses within a content area

Difficult to measure student growth in 
commended performance category
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Average Taxable Value of Residences

Last Year’s Rate Versus Proposed 
Rate per $100 Value
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Increase in Taxes

$212,101
$192,900
$1.358000
$2,619.58
$147.38

$210,204
$191,644
$1.290000
$2,472.20
$0.00

LAST YEAR THIS YEAR

system throughout the school, create a new 
entrance and reconfigure the area known 
as the Hex, a hexagonal hallway in the 
building. Work will continue for the next 
two years until August 2013.

Biesheuvel said that classes will most 
likely remain inside of Georgetown High 
School during construction.

Construction also began Aug. 1 on a 
new campus for McCoy Elementary and is 
expected to be finished by July 2012. 

A new central warehouse south of East 
View is also under construction and set to 
be finished in October. 
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New state test brings more exams, tougher standards than TAKS

Georgetown ISD expands campuses, adds new facility

Georgetown ISD 2011–12 tax rate comparison

Source: Georgetown ISD

Source: Texas Education Agency
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2011 TAKS results by grade2011 TAKS
results by 
campus
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3rd 4th 5th

1  Carver Elementary 1200 W. 17th St. 943-5070 1964* 459 Academically Acceptable 71.90%
Paired with 

Pickett
Paired with 

Pickett N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

2  Cooper Elementary 1921 NE Inner Loop 943-5060 1999 574 Recognized 53.31% 93% 96% 92% 95% 89% 95% 90% 92%

3  Ford Elementary 210 Woodlake Drive 943-5180 2004 576 Exemplary 15.63% 98% 99% 96% 97% 96% 100% 97% 99%

4  Frost Elementary 711 Lakeway Drive 943-5020 1986 512 Recognized 57.42%
Paired with 

McCoy
Paired with 

McCoy N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

5  McCoy Elementary 1313 Williams Drive 943-5030 1964* 509 Recognized 46.76% 91% 89% 91% 85% 89% 89% 91% 93%

6  Mitchell Elementary 1601 CR 110 943-1820 2008 693 Recognized 68.54% 88% 90% 85% 83% 80% 90% 90% 89%

7  Pickett Elementary 1100 Thousand Oaks Blvd. 943-5050 1992* 415 Academically Acceptable 59.76% 93% 91% 93% 86% 88% 90% 87% 87%

8  Purl Elementary 1700 Laurel St. 943-5080 1953 524 Recognized 72.14%
Paired with 

Williams
Paired with 

Williams N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

9  Village Elementary 400 Village Commons 943-5140 1998 503 Recognized 24.25% 94% 96% 90% 94% 94% 95% 99% 96%

10  Williams Elementary 507 E. University Ave. 943-5160 2002 Recognized 63.34% 95% 95% 98% 91% 90% 89% 94% 99%

MIDDLE SCHOOLS 2011 results 6th 7th 8th

11  Benold Middle 3407 Northwest Blvd. 943-5090 1996 850 Academically Acceptable 31.76% 93% 91% 86% 86% 94% 91% 96% 92%

12  Forbes Middle 1911 NE Inner Loop 943-5150 2001 676 Academically Acceptable 44.08% 94% 95% 94% 96% 93% 93% 92% 91%

13  Tippit Middle 1601 Leander Road 943-5040 1981 791 Academically Acceptable 54.36% 87% 82% 79% 80% 85% 79% 89% 81%

HIGH SCHOOLS 2011 results 9th 10th 11th

14  East View High 4490 E. University Ave. 943-1800 2008* 798 Academically Acceptable 35.96% 96% 90% 96% 90% NA NA NA NA

15  Georgetown High 2211 N. Austin Ave. 943-5100 1975 2,143 Academically Acceptable 34.86% 95% 88% 68% 37% 94% 81% 96% 94%

ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOLS

DISTRICT SCORES BY GRADE

2011 TAKS results (sum of all grades tested)

Grade 3 Reading 92% Math 90%

Grade 4 Reading 89% Math 92%

Grade 5** Reading 92% Math 93%

Grade 6 Reading 86% Math 87%

Grade 7 Reading 91% Math 88%

Grade 8** Reading 92% Math 88%

Grade 9 Reading 95% Math 88%

Grade 10 English language arts 94% Math 81%

Grade 11 English language arts 96% Math 94%

2010–11 STATISTICS State District

Economically disadvantaged 59.08% 45.82%

Limited English Proficient (LEP) 16.86% 11.67%

Average years experience of teachers N/A 12.6

Average annual salaries of teachers $48,638 $48,246 

SUBJECT State 2011 District 2010 District 2011

Reading 90% 92% 93%

Math 84% 90% 90%

Writing 92% 93% 93%

Science 83% 89% 87%

Social studies 95% 97% 97%

To
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,4

70

*School building opened this year, but was later repurposed for current use     

**Grades 5 and 8 reading and math results are from first administration only 
 

Offer valid through September 25, 2011, at participating DQ restaurants. Blizzard, DQ and the ellipse shaped 
logo are trademarks of Am. D.Q. Corp., Mpls. MN ® Reg. U.S. Pat. & TM Off. Tx. D.Q. Op. Coun., © 2011. 

© 2011 Great Lakes Dairy Queen Owners Marketing Group, L.L.C., All Rights Reserved.

Sources: Texas Education Agency, Georgetown ISD
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Get to know your heartburn 
treatment options. 
More than 40 million Americans suffer from acid reflux,  
or gastroesophageal reflux disease (GERD). 

GERD can impact the simplest daily activities, preventing you from eating 
the foods you love or keeping you up at night. If ignored or ineffectively 
treated, it can cause permanent damage to your esophagus and lead to more 
threatening health problems, such as bleeding, ulcers, scarring and cancer. 

For more information or to schedule an appointment, please call

512-509-GERD (4373)

MEEt thE GERD ExpERts
Left to right: Melvin K. Lau, MD; Benjamin D. Havemann, MD; Aline Ghaleb, MD; Douglas W. Martin, MD;  
Vu Nhu Nguyen, MD; F.P. (Tripp) Buckley III, MD, FACS; Kirkland C. Nolan, MD

Persistent heartburn is the most 
common symptom of GERD. 

Other GERD symptoms include:

• Difficulty or painful swallowing
• sour taste in mouth
•  Feeling of food “sticking”  

in chest or throat
•  Chronic cough, sore throat or hoarseness
• Frequent belching
• Excessive mouthwatering
• Bad breath
• Inflammation of gums
• Erosion of tooth enamel
• Asthma

heartburn.sw.org
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Ownership

Public school Public charter school

Governance

Employment

Funding

Tuition

Public entity

None None

Publicly elected school board Board members appointed by current 
board members in accordance with 
corporate bylaws

Employment “at will”

State school revenue formula per-pupil, 
cannot access tax revenues for facilities

Private nonprofit corporation

Employment contracts

State school revenue formula based 
on per-pupil funding and tax revenue 
for facilities

Size 215 statutory capApproximately 1,034 districts

Academic  
accountability

State Academic Excellence Indica-
tor System and federal No Child Left 
Behind

State Academic Excellence Indica-
tor System and federal No Child Left 
Behind

Source: Orenda Education CEO Richard Rickey, Texas Charter Schools Association

Charter schools growing
Schools open, expand in Williamson County

EDUCATION FOCUS

By Samantha Bryant
Rebekah Wright transferred to Gateway 

College Preparatory School her sophomore 
year of high school from Georgetown 
ISD. Her mother, Lisa, said her daughter 
is quiet, and though she was receiving a 
quality education at Georgetown ISD, Lisa 
said she thought a charter school might be 
a better option for Rebekah.

“She needed something a little smaller 
than what her situation was,” Wright said. 

Her daughter is now a senior at Gate-
way, a member of the National Honor 
Society and manager of the dance team.

“Everybody knows her, and she’s loved 
it,” Wright said.

This school year, parents in Williamson 
County who wanted to send their children 
to a charter school had more options.

Gateway increased the number of 
grades the school serves and will host 
ground breaking ceremonies on a build-
ing expansion project Sept. 22 and 23. 
Also serving Williamson County stu-
dents, Meridian School kicked off its first 
school year in Round Rock with a kin-
dergarten through eighth-grade program 
and a projected enrollment of 700.

In 1995, the Texas Legislature autho-
rized the creation of charter schools, 
public schools that have a greater amount 
of flexibility to adapt to students’ needs. 

“[Charter schools] were created to bring 
about innovation in public education,” 
said Richard Rickey, CEO of Orenda Edu-
cation, the nonprofit organization that 
sponsors Gateway.

In Texas, there are a maximum of 215 
charters that can be issued to nonprofit 
corporations that sponsor the schools. 
Josie Duckett, a spokeswoman with the 
Texas Charter Schools Association, said 
that there are about 11 charters left that 
could be issued before the cap is reached. 
There are 463 existing charter schools in 
the state, according to the TCSA.

Gateway College Prep
Gateway opened in 2009, and Rickey 

said the open-enrollment school serving 
Williamson County and parts of Travis 
County focuses on preparing students 
for college. 

In its first year Gateway served grades 
9 and 10, the second year it expanded 
to grades six through 11, and for the 
2011–12 school year, it operates a full 
kindergarten through 12th-grade pro-
gram. Student enrollment has jumped 
from last year’s 200 to about 600 students 
this year. 

“We started small on purpose,” Rickey 
said. “We wanted to get the right leader-
ship in place.”

Rickey said each graduating class will 
have about 100 students to maintain an 
intimate learning environment.

In late September, construction will 
begin on a permanent campus next to the 
modular buildings out of which the school 
currently operates. The first construction 
phase is a $7.4 million project that includes 
a 12,000-square-foot multipurpose build-
ing, a competition auxiliary gym floor, 
a track, a soccer/lacrosse field and exist-
ing baseball and softball field upgrades. 
Additional construction phases call for a 
performance center and student union.

The school received its candidacy status 
in May from the International Baccalaure-
ate organization for students ages 11 to 16. 
The IB is an education foundation that has 
a curriculum with three programs based 
on age. The process to become a IB World 
School can take up to two years, and Rickey 
said Gateway plans to apply for IB status for 
16- to 19-year-old students in the future.   

In keeping with a charter school’s mis-
sion of innovation, Gateway has about 10 
percent more instruction time per school 
year than traditional public schools and 
separates the genders during middle school 
years in core subject classes.

“We think there are more benefits to 
dividing [the classes] up,” Rickey said. “We 
can teach it differently.”

All students in middle school and high 
school received tablet computers this 
semester, which Head of School Steve 
Werlein said is meant to provide students 
and parents another resource to access the 
learning environment.

“Learning doesn’t end at 3:30 [p.m.],” 
he said.

In Georgetown, Orenda Education also 
runs Gateway Tech High School, a school 
that offers a four-hour instructional day 
for students who need an alternative to 
the traditional school day.

Meridian School
After signing a lease in May for a building 

at 2555 N. I-35 in Round Rock, renovations 
were complete 96 days later at the former 
light assembly manufacturing building, and 
Meridian School staff began to set up for the 
new school year.

Karalei Nunn is a member of one of the 
seven families who helped found Meridian 
School, a process that began in 2007. 

“Meridian is a grassroots effort,” she said.
The school has received candidate status 

from the IB for the kindergarten through 
sixth-grade program.

“It’s an inquiry-based program, so it 
allows you to go deeper into the subject 
matter,” Nunn said, referring to the IB 
curriculum.

In addition to emphasizing the IB cur-
riculum, Nunn said Merdian focuses on 
service learning and foreign language. 
Spanish is taught from kindergarten and 
is a course requirement in seventh grade.

The cafeteria serves made-from-
scratch, healthy food, and there are also 
sports programs.

Although the school started off with 
grades kindergarten through eighth, 
Nunn said plans are to add an additional 
grade each year until Merdian has a full 
high school. There is already a waiting 
list for the kindergarten through sixth.

Nunn said that while traditional public 
schools are able to accommodate most 
students, charter schools offer an alter-
native education option for Williamson 
County families who may not be able to 
afford private school tuition.

“There is a desire for choice,” she said. 
“It’s difficult to say that one size fits all 
anymore.”

We Don’t Monkey Around ... $50 Flat Rate Pricing

This fall, help Tech Monkeys give back to our community
by donating your old computer.

100% of all computers donated will be given back to
the kids in Central Texas who need computers.

Computer Repair • PC Clean Up/Tune Up • Computer Upgrades
Virus Removal • Custom Computers • Blue Screen Fixes

Learn more by going to: www.thetechmonkeys.com/campaign

555 ROUND ROCK WEST DRIVE, SUITE E232 - ROUND ROCK, TEXAS

COMPUTER FOR KIDS CAMPAIGN

/tmaustintx

September 1st–31st, 2011

NOW ENROLLING 
Ages 6 weeks - 6 years 
Preschool - 1st Grade

• Montessori & Texas Certifi ed and 
specialized teachers with degrees 
(BS, Masters).

• Educators experienced in 
language, math, science, art, & 
music.

• Extracurricular activities 
(gymnastics, Spanish, Hindi, 
yoga, dance & piano.)

Round Rock Montessori School

1818 Sam Bass Rd. • 512-733-1818 • www.rrmstx.com

Round Rock Montessori School
Established 

1996

Infant 
Nursery 

Open

TRADITIONAL PUBLIC SCHOOLS
PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOLSVS.
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Bell Embroidery
3803A Williams Drive,  
Georgetown
930-3794
www.bellembroidery.com
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A custom-embroidered shirt done by Bell Embroidery 

W hen it comes to special or 
important needs like altering a 
wedding dress or branding and 

growing a business, it’s nice to have a 
friendly, reliable face to count on, Bell 
Embroidery owner Jeremy Gambell said.

For Bell Embroidery in Georgetown, 
the staff and owners have been bringing 
in new and repeat customers for 20 years. 
The family-run business can meet almost 
any clothing-related need, including 
embroidering shirts and hats, altering 
dresses and renting ascot tuxedos. But at 
the end of the day, it’s all about the cus-
tomers for the husband-and-wife team of 
Linda and Jeremy Gambell, he said. 

“The people are definitely what we 
enjoy the most here,” Jeremy said. “We’ve 
been around for so long and most people 
know us —it’s the repeat customers we 
really enjoy.”

Linda, who earned a fashion design 
degree from Syracuse University, started 
what would become Bell Embroidery in 
1988 as an alterations and cleaning busi-
ness. Jeremy joined the business soon 
after it opened because he was tired of 
“the corporate world” and wanted to be 
his own boss. 

Using the last four letters of their last 
name, the couple named the shop Bell 
Embroidery.

In 1991, the store moved to its current 
location at 3803A Williams Drive. The 
Gambells continued to grow the busi-
ness, buying a laundry and dry-cleaning 
plant in Pflugerville and adding bigger 
and better embroidery machines.

However, the Gambells made a deci-
sion to stay true to their vision and not 
grow beyond their means. The Gambells 
are involved in almost every aspect of the 
business and their daughter, Demeree 

Linda and Jeremy Gambell, the husband-and-wife team that runs Bell Embroidery in Georgetown, rent 
tuxedos and can clean, alter and preserve wedding dresses.

Jackson, is in charge of embroidering.
“We haven’t mushroomed out,” Jer-

emy said. “We’ve tried to keep it more 
family-oriented.”

Linda said it made sense for Bell 
Embroidery to offer a wide variety of 
clothing-related services since they often 
feed into each other. For instance, when 
picking up a wedding tuxedo, a bride 
might realize she can have her wedding 
dress altered, cleaned and preserved. 
Meanwhile, the groom learns he could 
have specially embroidered, personalized 
shirts made for the groomsmen as gifts 
at the same place.  

“When we started, we decided not to 
put all of our eggs in one basket,” she 
said. “And I think the customers appreci-
ate that.”

By Gene Davis 

Bell Embroidery 
Family business has been in Georgetown 20 years
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Hear Life  
Again!

Hearing Loss Can Dramatically 
Change How You View the

World and How Others View You!

Call (512) 686-2490 make an appointment
between September 12 to 30 and 

Get Evaluated Free and Save Up to $500!

TM

H E A R I N G  C E N T E R

estes
H E A R I N G  C E N T E R

audiology

 

(512) 686-2490 
www.HearLifeAgain.com

“I can answer your questions, help you  
better understand your hearing loss and  
provide affordable options. Call today  
to schedule your appointment.”  

Mandi Fisher, Au.D., Doctor of Audiology  

Accepting Medicare & Medicaid, Member Georgetown Chamber of Commerce, 
 Official Provider for the Health Alliance for Austin Musicians (HAAM) HearUSA, Epic and AARP Discount Program Providers

*On ReSound Alera 9 only.

 

LOCATED IN SUN CITY 
 1530 Sun City Blvd, Ste 140 

Georgetown

Sun City Blvd.

Del W
ebb B

lvd.

Capital
Golf Carts

City 
Market

R
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$500 OFF A 
PAIR OF 
HEARING 
DEVICES*

SAVINGS COUPON

at Estes Audiology Hearing Center between September 12 to 30 
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What’s new at The Studio
Regina Sanchez and Anna Rodriguez attend 
conferences across the nation to learn 
techniques and trends.

“We’re always looking for what’s new in the 
beauty industry,” Rodriguez said.

• Hot stone massage: Heated stones are 
used to massage and placed at key points 
on the body 
• Airbrush makeup: Makeup applied with 
an airbrush, giving a high-definition look that 
is waterproof
• Lash lift: A perm for eyelashes to make 
them curl
• Aquage Bespoke: An updo technique in 
which the hair is sewn using a tapestry needle; 
stylists can also sew ribbons into the hair

The Studio
Big-city service with a small-town feel

W hen sisters Regina San-
chez and Anna Rodri-
guez saw the green 

and pink building at the corner of 
Farley and East streets was up for 
lease, they said they jumped at the 
chance to move their day spa, The 
Studio, into downtown Hutto.

“We wanted to be downtown 
because we feel the heartbeat of 
Hutto is here,” Rodriguez said.

The sisters opened up the The 
Studio in September 2010 on 
Hwy. 79 but moved it to Farley 
Street in June. For the past several 
years, they had worked at Salon 
Ciao Bella in Round Rock but 
said they not only wanted to live 
but work in Hutto as well.

The Studio offers hair services 
such as cuts, treatments, exten-
sions, coloring, highlighting, 
styling and texturing. Manicures 
and pedicures are available, and 
artificial nails come in acrylic 
and fiberglass and are indi-
vidually sculpted. Other services 
include skin care, chemical peels, 

makeup, waxing and updos for 
special occasions.

Massage therapy is also offered 
at The Studio in a space that was 
once a bank vault. Rodriguez 
said the building was originally 
a bank that dates back to 1900. It 
was later a post office. 

When the door of the vault is 
shut, no outside sounds can be 
heard. Rodriguez said they plan 
to sell T-shirts emblazoned with 
“What happens in the vault stays 
in the vault.”

Sanchez and Rodriguez  have 
worked in the beauty industry 
for 25 and 28 years respectively 
at both small and large salons. 
They opened their first salon, 
Regina’s Hair and Nails, 21 
years ago in Austin and oper-
ated it for about five years.

Rodriguez said the sisters 
enjoy chatting with clients at 
The Studio, giving them a five-
minute head massage as they 
shampoo their hair, serving them 
a complimentary glass of wine 

and creating an experience where 
every client feels beautiful.

“I feel like we are in a constant 
slumber party,” she said.

Sanchez said at The Studio they 
want to offer the quality found in 
spas in larger cities such as Aus-
tin, while keeping the friendly 
service of a small-town salon. 

Their mother, Regina Martinez, 
goes by the nickname “Mama 
Regina” and handles the admin-
istrative side of the business while 
sitting behind the front desk, 
welcoming clients with a smile.  

When the sisters opened the 
day spa in September, they had 
one client from Hutto. Now they 
have more than 120. Rodriguez 
said clients have followed them 
from Austin, Bastrop, Waco and 
Buda to all the way from New 
York and Australia. Rodriguez 
said they introduce their out-of-
town clients to Hutto.

“We brought them to Hutto, 
and they’ve fallen in love with the 
town,” she said.

Massage therapist and 
esthetician Patricia Genton 

(left), co-owners Regina 
Sanchez and Anna Rodri-
guez (seated) and stylist 

Kim Pace make up the 
team at The Studio.  

A former bank vault is used for 
a space to give massages.

The Studio 
202 Farley St., Hutto
642-6591
www.thestudiohtx.com 79
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DINING

Catfish Parlour 
Restaurant offers Southern classics, healthier options 

T he owners of Catfish Parlour like 
to keep the business in the fam-
ily. Almost 35 years after opening 

the doors on the restaurant’s Northwest 
Austin location in 1973, Chris Kerbow 
brought his family’s home-style catfish 
restaurant to Georgetown.  

His father, David Kerbow, started the 
family-run chain of restaurants after 
working for many years at the Holiday 
House in Austin. He started his career 
at age 15, learning the business from 
the ground up before becoming general 
manager and eventually leaving to start 
his own business. 

Kerbow followed in his father’s foot-
steps after studying mechanical engi-
neering at The University of Texas, work-
ing as corporate manager for Applied 
Materials and studying business at St. 
Edward’s University. 

While working as a high-tech corpora-
tions manager, Chris attended business 
school and decided to start and run his 
own business. After playing around with 
a few ideas, he decided the family busi-
ness was the right direction.

He opened his location on Williams 
Drive in February 2008. The restaurant, 
located near the Serenada neighborhood, 
draws most of its diners from George-
town, including many from Sun City just 
up the road, Kerbow said. 

“It’s one of those places that I can 
bring my son for good catfish,” George-
town resident David Wolf said.

Others travel a bit farther to dine at 
Catfish Parlour, including Melinda and 

Barbara Malone, a mother and daughter 
who often visit family in the area.

“Every time we come to visit our fam-
ily in Georgetown, we have to stop at the 
Catfish Parlour,” Barbara Malone said. 

Kerbow makes it a point to visit with 
his customers dining in the restaurant 
and can often be seen filling orders, chat-
ting with diners or behind the counter 
fixing drinks.  

The menu includes farm-raised, 
grain-fed catfish served grilled or fried 
with your option of spicy Cajun style or 
classic seasoning. Other dining options 
include mahi mahi, Atlantic salmon, 
tilapia and other Southern favorites, such 
as gumbo, fried shrimp and oysters, and 
chicken-fried steak. 

Along with each meal, the Parlour 
serves unlimited, family-style sides or 
fixins, which include hush puppies, cole-
slaw, french fries, pinto beans, Caesar 
salad bar and jalapeño or regular tartar 
sauce. 

Though the restaurant started exclu-
sively as a catfish and fried chicken res-
taurant, Kerbow said that there is more 
than just fried catfish on the menu. 

“We also include a healthy selection 
of grilled items and a wide array of fresh 
seafood, as well as mixed greens during 
lunch hours,” he said.

Kerbow said at some point he hopes 
to expand the space of the restaurant by 
adding a banquet room for larger parties. 
He said he would also like to increase 
carry-out business.

By Idan Englander

Catfish Parlour’s dining room is decorated with 
what owner Chris Kerbow describes as garage 
sale Americana.

Catfish Parlour offers diners a variety of catfish 
dishes, including grilled and fried options.
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Chris Kerbow opened his family’s third restaurant location in Georgetown in February 2008.

Down-home food  
in a laid-back dining room
When Chris Kerbow describes his 
restaurant’s décor, he uses the term 
“garage sale Americana.” Collected over a 
two year time period from antique stores, 
swap meets, estate sales and a network of 
collectors, the restaurant’s walls are lined 
with items including old advertisements 
and knickknacks.

Menu Favorites
Owner Chris Kerbow’s favorite dish is the 
Big Cat Plate ($12.50) with half a pound 
of spicy Cajun-style catfish. The plate is 
served with Parlour “Fixins,” which include 
hush puppies, coleslaw, french fries, pinto 
beans, Caesar salad bar and jalapeño or 
regular tarter sauce.  
 
Kerbow said customer favorites include 
the chicken-fried steak ($8.50), served 
with Parlour “Fixins” and coon dog gravy; 
and Cracker Jack Shrimp ($8.95), served 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays with 
Parlour “Fixins.”

Catfish Parlour
4159 Williams Drive, Georgetown
931-2050 
www.catfishparlour.us
Tue.–Sun. 11 a.m.–9 p.m.
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CORRIDOR

Hwy. 95, Johnson Drive to CR 365

This section of Hwy. 95 is home to a wide 
variety of locally owned businesses as 
well as H-E-B and Walmart.

Restaurants

1   Steakhouse and buffet Sirloin 
Stockade, 3607 N. Main St., has been 
serving Taylor since the early 1990s. The 
restaurant offers an all-you-can-eat hot 
and cold buffet , 352-9424,  
www.stockadecompanies.com

Businesses

 2   AAA Storage, 3706 N. Main St., 
provides storage units and offers on-

Compiled by Caitlin Perrone

site resident managers, a computerized, 
password-protected gate, a security fence 
and lights and moving truck access. 352-
5588, www.aaa-storage.com

 3   Beran’s Outdoor Power has been 
serving Taylor and the surrounding area 
since 2003 and moved to its current 
location at 4408 N. Main St. in 2009. 
The business repairs and carries parts 
for equipment, including lawn mowers, 
generators, trimmers and small engines. 
They are also an authorized, independent 
dealer for Toro lawn mowers and Echo 
power equipment. 352-7750,  
www.beransope.com

 4   Boyar Automotive, located behind 
Beran’s Outdoor Power, is a family-owned 
business that offers repair work on brakes, 
clutches and engines, as well as oil 
changes, check-ups, computer diagnostics 
and scheduled maintenance. Jon Boyar is 
an ASE Certified Master Technician with 
more than 20 years of experience.  
352-1800, www.boyarautomotive.com

 5   Choice Bagging Equipment Ltd. 
manufacturers bag-filling machinery and 
its components. The company, located 
at 2561 N. Hwy. 95, has been in business 
for 16 years and ships both nationally and 
internationally. 352-3694 
www.findtherightbagger.com 

 6   Durable Coating Services, 2561 N. 
Hwy. 95, is an environmentally friendly 
company that uses powder coating as 
an alternative to wet paints. The business 
provides powder and spray coatings, 
media blasting and stripping for industrial, 
automotive and residential purposes. 554-
1616, www.durablecoatingservices.com 

 7   Graef Veterinary Hospital provides 
basic veterinary treatments for both large 
and small animals. The business, located 
at 4110 N. Main St., provides services such 
as vaccinations, spaying and neutering 
and microchipping. The animal hospital 
also offers grooming services by Janet 
Graef. 352-8897

 8   Paul’s Pools and Spas has been 
in business for more than 25 years and 
moved to its current location at 4208 N. 
Main St. six years ago. The business offers 

pool maintenance products and services. 
Paul’s Pools and Spas also offers pool 
chemicals, nonchlorine pool sanitizers 
and parts for filters and motors. 352-8857, 
www.paulspoolservice.com

 9   Located in Taylor since 1983, Taylor 
Cleaners, 3605 N. Main St., Ste. 101, 
offers dry cleaning, laundry and alteration 
services. 365-7994

Church

10   Trinity Lutheran Church of Taylor 
has been located in the city for 61 years. 
The congregation moved to the current 
building at 3505 N. Main St. in 1976. 
Services by Rev. B.G. Niemtschk are 
held at 8 a.m. and 10:15 a.m. on Sunday 
mornings, and Sunday school begins at 
9:15 a.m. The Trinity Child Development 
Center offers day care and two-day 
mothers day out programs. 352-6958, 
www.trinity-taylor.org

Future land use

11   Construction on Main Street 
Commons, a 75-unit affordable housing 
development for seniors in Taylor, is 
expected to begin in early 2012, with units 
available in early 2013. The development 
will be a four-story, 80,000-square-foot, 
gated community built on 2.82 acres 
for people age 55 or older who have an 
income level of $15,000 to $35,000 per 
year, www.hermankittle.com
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This is a sample of businesses and organizations in the area. 

The list is not comprehensive.

H-E-B

Walmart

Taylor Regional Park 
and Sports Complex 

Carlos G Parker Blvd.
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CR 365

SPECIALIZED CARE FOR THE 
SKIN, HAIR AND NAILS
Skin Cancer Prevention 
Treatment • Skin Rejuvenation

COSMETIC SERVICES INCLUDE
Laser Hair Removal 
Photofacial/Intense Pulsed Light 
Botox • Fillers • Chemical Peels 
Microdermabrasion

Specialized Skin Care. 
Trust the care of your skin 
to the providers at Lone 
Star Dermatology. 
Combining specialized 
training with 
advanced treatments 
to care for you.

512.260.5860
www.lonestardermatology.com
1401 Medical Parkway | Bldg. B, Suite 300 | Cedar Park, TX 78613

Aubrey Chad Hartmann, MD
Board Certifi ed Dermatologist

Melody Vander Straten, MD
Board Certifi ed Dermatologist 

Kelly Webb, PA-C
Physician Assistant

Tricia Winters, PA-C
Physician Assistant

Anne Marie Slater, LA
Aesthetician
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Dr. Craig Staebel M.D., P.A.
Board Certifi ed Plastic Surgeon

Our Services

AboutIt’
s

CONFIDENCE

Must present coupon. Expires 10/14/11

Located in the Austin Avenue Medical Plaza  |  3201 South Austin Avenue, Suite #305, Georgetown

512-686-1650 • www.georgetownplasticsurgery.com

LocLocateated id in tn thehe AuAustin Avenue Medical Plaza || 33201 South Austistin An Avenvenueue, SuSuiteite #3#305,

512-686-1650 • www.georgetownplasticsurgery.com

Georgetown Plastic Surgery

Laser 
Treatment 
ConsultationCO

M
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EN

TA
RY $8  

UNIT 
BOTOX!

• Breast Augmentation/ Revisions
• Breast Reconstruction
• Breast Lifts
• Breast Reduction
• Abdominoplasty
• Rhinoplasty
• Blepharoplasty
• Face Lift/Brow Lift
• Botox
• Juvederm
• Radiesse
• Permanent Makeup  
• Liposuction/Lipo- sculpture
• Labial Reduction
• Prominent Ear Correction
• Post-Weight Loss Body    
 Contouring
•  Facial Resurfacing (Chemical 
Peels, Dermabrasion, Laser 
Resurfacing)

• Skin Cancer
• Complex Wounds
• Laser Hair and     
 Vein Removal
• IPL Photofacial
• Spider Vein Injections
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REGIONAL —Abridged stories from our other editions

Top Stories

News Update

Round Rock The announce-
ment in June that Emerson 
Process Management and its 
worldwide headquarters were 
coming to Round Rock was met 
with fanfare and applause from 
elected officials and economic 
development officers with Round 
Rock and Williamson County.

The company had promised to 
bring significant economic swag 
to the city, not to mention the 

swagger that accompanies being 
the worldwide headquarters for a 
major corporation.

“This is the biggest deal we’ve 
done since Ikea,” said Joe Vining, 
former senior vice president 
of economic development for 
the Round Rock Chamber 
of Commerce. “This is more 
attractive because of the things 
I mentioned: international 
headquarters, payroll, high-tech 

jobs, that sort of thing.”
Emerson will receive a  

$1.75 million incentive package— 
$1 million from the City of 
Round Rock, $500,000 from 
Williamson County and 
$250,000 from the Round Rock 
Chamber of Commerce—if the 
company meets benchmarks set 
in the agreement. 
Full story by Blake Rasmussen

Emerson moves to Round Rock, gets $1.75 million in incentives

CITy fUNDSCITy REVENUEECONOmIC aCTIVITy

HOTEL 
OCCUPANCY 

TAx

SHOPPING

DINING

PROPERTY 
TAx

SALES TAx

HOTELS

HOME 
PURCHASES

LOCAL 
CONSTRUCTION

EMERSON’S 
ECONOMiC iMPACT
WHERE THE MONEY FLOWS

HOTEL OCCUPANCY TAx FUND
Can fund tourism and sports-related 
improvements in the city

TYPE B FUND
Half a cent of sales tax supports 
transportation expenses

GENERAL REVENUE
Supports general programs, from 
police to parks to city employees

DEBT SERVICE FUND
Pays down the city’s debts and 
interest on those debts

$

Camera to surveil at Rundberg and I-35
Northwest Austin The Austin 
Police Department is getting 
ready to test-drive a new program 
to digitally patrol high-crime 
areas, starting with a North Aus-
tin intersection.

In July, police installed four 
surveillance cameras at Rund-
berg Lane and I-35; 29 cameras 
will be installed downtown by 

the end of the year.
In the one-year period end-

ing June 1, police recorded 1,959 
violations in the half-mile radius 
around the junction, nearly four 
times the amount recorded at 
Braker Lane and I-35, located 
nearly 2 miles north.
Full story by Sarah Behunek
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Comparative crime rates

The intersections of I-35 and Rundberg Lane, Braker Lane and US 183 are similar in 
composition with gas stations and discount hotels dominating the landscape; however, 
the crime rates in the half-mile radius surrounding the junctions vary dramatically.
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Electronic Arts expansion cements 
Austin as top city for game makers
Northwest Austin  Austin 
recently scored its third deal 
with Electronic Arts, one of the 
largest video game publishers in 
the world.

At a July 18 news confer-
ence, Gov. Rick Perry and EA 
Games President Frank Gibeau 
announced that the Redwood, 
Calif.–based company would 
expand its Bioware Studio at The 

Domain from 450 employees to 
750 and move a portion of its 
popular EA Sports franchise to 
the former Freescale Semicon-
ductor offices in North Austin.

EA has looked for expansion 
opportunities four times in the 
past seven years and has chosen 
Austin three of those times. 
Full story by Sara Behunek

Tax incentives for
developers

Source: Bureau of Business Research at The University of Texas

British Columbia » 17.5% for qualifying labor costs

Florida » up to 25% tax credit if game is family-friendly

Georgia » 20% tax credit; additional 10% if game includes 
promotional Georgia logo

Louisiana » 25% tax credit for development costs; 
additional 10% based on labor costs for Louisiana residents

North Carolina » 15% tax credit for salaries

Ontario » 40% for qualifying labor costs; 50% for other 
development costs

Quebec » 30% tax credit for cost of labor

Rhode Island » 25% tax credit

Texas » up to 6.25% tax rebate

VIDEO GAME

States and Canadian provinces that want to vie for a piece of 
the $25 billion a year video game industry typically offer tax 
breaks or incentives to lure developers.

Northwest Austin 
Groundwork at the site of the 
55,000-square-foot Whole 
Foods Market near the entrance 
to The Domain began at the end 
of August with an anticipated 
opening in March 2013.

Ben Bufkin, a development 
associate with Endeavor Real 

Estate Group who is overseeing 
the development of The 
Domain, said the grocery store 
would be a two-story building 
with the second floor dedicated 
as a mezzanine for customers to 
sit and eat. Bufkin said the store 
would have a design similar to 
the Sixth Street location.

Construction of Whole Foods at The Domain began in August

Full stories at impactnews.com

Whole Foods plans to relocate 
its store from The Gateway 
shopping center, located at 9607 
Research Blvd. Bufkin said that 
he thinks The Domain is the 
perfect fit for a new location.
Full story by Amy Deis 

Pflugerville  NewQuest 
Properties is moving forward 
with plans to build a series of sit-
down restaurants and 370 luxury 
apartments at Stone Hill Town 
Center, Pflugerville’s largest retail 
complex.

David Meyers, director of 
leasing and a development 
partner for NewQuest, said 
construction began in August, 
and he expects both to be 
completed sometime next year. 

The projects will continue 
Stone Hill’s steady growth since 
it opened near Toll 130 and Toll 
45 in 2006. The development 
now includes 750,000 square 
feet of retail with the opening of 
24 Hour Fitness and a Cinemark 
movie theater earlier this year, 

NewQuest to build Stone Hill restaurants, apartment complex
and it eventually plans to feature 
office space and a hotel.

Developers have already begun 
transforming the intersection of 
Limestone Commercial Drive 
and Stone Hill Drive into a 
“restaurant row” that stretches 
from the entrance off of the 
Toll 130 feeder road to the new 
Cinemark theater. 

Mayor Jeff Coleman said in 
the past, restaurants had been 
hesitant to move to Pflugerville 
due to the perception of a small 

daytime population. He hopes 
the opening of Cinemark and 
other big-name tenants like 24 
Hour Fitness will boost traffic 
and attract more restaurants to 
the area.  

Shogun Japanese Restaurant, 
set to open in May 2012, is the 
first tenant announced for the 
$5 million project. The Japanese 
restaurant will include a sushi 
bar, hibachi grills and a bar and 
lounge with an outdoor patio.
Full story by Rebecca LaFlure
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112 Poppy Hills Dr. (Berry Creek)

Carra Elkins, REALTOR®  512.422.9411

Gorgeous setting with inground pool and spa plus beautiful 
2-story native stone home backing to 18th fairway of Berry 
Creek golf course. Updated fixtures, granite counters, gor-
geous handscraped wood floors + 5BR / 4BA / 3 living areas 

/ 3 car garage / mature 
landscaping. 
A real beauty! $450,000.  

Call for more details 
or a showing today.

Our experts know FIT Matters.

Join the BAREFOOT REVOLUTION!

New Balance Minimus is
available in a running,

training and walking shoe. 
Many styles, colors, sizes and
widths for men and women.

Inspired by barefoot running, NB Minimus introduces an entirely new
running, training and walking experience. NB Minimus o�ers

the comfort of a running shoe in a minimal, low-to-the-ground package.

X20 Minimus Barefoot
Cross Trainer

T10 Minimus Barefoot
Trail Runner

5525 Burnet Rd.
(just south of Koenig Ln.)

Austin, TX  78756
512-459-7603   karavelshoes.com

ROUND ROCK

201 University Oaks Blvd. #790
(near Ikea in the University Oaks
Shopping Center)
Round Rock, TX  78665
512-610-3990
newbalanceroundrock.com

Two amazing
NEW BALANCE stores!

Austin’s Premier
New Balance Shop

We hear you loud and clear.
Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local coupons. Available every day, where you live, work and play!

REAL ESTATE

By Angela Brutsché

Austin-area home sales volume up, 
median price down this summer 

AUSTIN — According to the 
Multiple Listing Service (MLS) 
report released by the Austin 

Board of Realtors, 1,973 single-family 
homes were sold in the Austin area in 
July 2011, a 32 percent increase from 
July 2010. During the same time period, 
the median price for Austin-area homes 
was $196,750, resulting in an 11 percent 
decrease when compared to July 2010.  

“We can now compare month-to-
month sales activity to a market that is 
not influenced by last year’s homebuyer 
tax credits,” said Judith Bundschuh, 
chairwoman of the Austin Board of Real-
tors. “The median price for Austin-area 
homes decreased in July, reflecting a shift 
in demand from higher- to lower-priced 
homes. The increase in sales compared to 
the drop in price shows that Austinites 
are hunting for bargains.”

Austin-area homes spent an average of 
77 days on the market, four days longer 
than July 2010. The Austin market also fea-
tured 13 percent fewer new listings in July 
2011, which was 20 percent fewer active 
listings and 28 percent more pending sales 
than in July 2010.

Article provided by  
Angela Brutsché
Director of Communications
Austin Board of REALTORS®
512-454-7636 | abrutsche@abor.com 

Austin could see return to pre-recession days, expert says
Despite the lack of homebuyer tax credits, single-family home sales have increased since 2010. The median price of 
homes decreased, reflecting a demand for lower-priced homes. 

Single-family homes sold
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Source: Texas Board of REALTORS®

“The combination of decreasing listings 
and increasing sales means the inven-
tory of Austin-area homes is beginning 
to shrink,” Bundschuh said. “Recent sales 
activity continues to follow an upward 
trend, indicating that Austin could be 
returning to a pre-recession cycle.”

The volume of leasing activity in Austin 
remained steady in July 2011, with 1,884 
properties leased, 1 percent more than 
July 2010. The median price for Austin-
area leases was $1,300, 4 percent higher 
than the same month of the prior year.

The Austin Board of Realtors is a 
nonprofit, voluntary organization repre-
senting more than 8,000 licensed Realtors 
in Central Texas. Visit www.austinhome-
search.com, a public resource on Austin 
real estate, for the latest news on the local 
housing market. 

For more information, please contact 
Angela Brutsché at 512-454-7636.
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REAL ESTATE

Berry Creek
Georgetown – 78628

Build-out year: 2009

Builders: A.B.C. Custom Homes, Bowen 
Family Homes of Texas, Brighton Homes, Casa 
Sereno Homes, Drees Custom Homes, Jim 
Caskey Builders Inc., Jimmy Jacobs Custom 
Homes, Mirabello Homes, Monogram Homes, 
Palmer Classic Homes, Partners in Building, 
Peiffer Custom Homes, Randy Rollo Homes, 
Roman Custom Homes, Scott Felder, Taylor 
Morrison, Unity Custom Homes, Westwood 
Custom Homes, Wilshire Homes

Square footage: 1,378–6,780

Home values: $156,041–$1,078,984

HOA dues (estimated): $460 annually

Amenities: Clubhouse, common grounds, 
gym, park, playground, game room, community 
pool, private golf course, tennis courts

Property taxes:

City of Georgetown 0.356220 
Williamson County  0.459999 
Williamson County FM/RD 0.030000 
Georgetown ISD 1.290000 
Total (per $100 value) ____________ 2.136219

Schools:

• Frost Elementary School 
• McCoy Elementary School 
• Forbes Middle School 
• Georgetown High School 

30322 Ledgemont $207,000
3 Bedroom / 2 Bath 1,939 sq. ft.
Agent: Pete Martin
818-2015

30408 Briarcrest Drive $204,999
3 Bedroom / 2 Bath 1,820 sq. ft.
Agent: Jon Pfau
868-5759

30418 Briarcrest Drive $239,900
3 Bedroom / 2 Bath 2,160 sq. ft.
Agent: Marie Bietsch
560-6444

30406 Berry Creek $360,000
4 Bedroom / 3 Bath 2,860 sq. ft.
Agent: Cole Spangle
677-1558

195

35

Berry Creek Dr.

B
riarcrest D

r.

No. of homes 
for sale

No. of homes 
under contract

Avg. days on 
the market

54 3 112

No. of homes sold 
in the last year

Square footage
Low/High

Selling price
Low/High

74 1,666/4,800 $150,000/$550,000

On the market  (As of Aug. 22, 2011)

Featured homesOverview

Home sales  (Aug. 22, 2010–Aug. 22, 2011)Data compiled by 
Nason Hengst 

Keller Williams 
775-7900 

nason@nasoncompany.com 

Market Data Georgetown, Hutto and Taylor

Price Range

Number of homes for sale Average days on the market

Georgetown Hutto Taylor Georgetown Hutto Taylor

Less than $100,000 11 22 36 218 65 154

$100,000–$149,900 85 78 36 85 105 118

$150,000–$199,900 116 44 19 107 103 154

$200,000–$299,900 197 24 16 107 82 159

$300,000–$399,900 99 9 11 125 101 101

$400,000–$499,900 58 3 1 117 85 23

$500,000–$749,900 43 2 3 158 86 115

$750,000–$999,900 16 1 - 203 157 -

$1 million + 17 3 1 153 209 145

Month

Number of homes sold Average price

Georgetown Hutto Taylor Georgetown Hutto Taylor

Aug. 2011 102 25 17 $217,074 $101,153 $98,688

Aug. 2010 76 33 9 $212,512 $137,414 $102,412

July 2011 91 35 15 $243,130 $149,084 $101,837

June 2011 109 36 17 $227,628 $127,250 $128,606

May 2011 83 29 8 $242,855 $181,671 $153,888

April 2011 77 25 13 $207,312 $120,406 $84,212

March 2011 74 29 13 $232,013 $138,960 $89,993

Feb. 2011 56 15 8 $196,568 $158,157 $83,138

Jan. 2011 54 21 8 $246,471 $139,860 $116,963

On the market  (Aug. 1–31, 2011) Monthly home sales

Market Data provided by 
Nicole Boynton

Class Act Realty LLC
289-4663 | nicole@512buyhome.com

Oct 15 is the deadline for 

Individual 1040 returns 

We can help – call us!

Gary R. Brown, CMA, CPA, CITP, PFS • 5353 Williams Dr., Suite 200, Georgetown

512-930-3003 • www.gbrowncpa.com

Let us take your accounting to the “CLOUDS”! We can host your accounting program.

Remember 
estimates, 
minimize 
penalties!
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REAL ESTATE

Property Listings

2018 Ashberry Trail, Georgetown $119,900

104 Killian Loop, Hutto $108,000

312 University Ave., Georgetown  $449,000

301 Fieldstone Drive, Georgetown $279,400

For more residential real estate listings, visit www.impactnews.com

Residential real estate listings added to the market between 08/12/11 and 08/25/11 were included and provided by the Austin Board of Realtors, www.abor.com. Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of 
this listing, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

ZIP code City Subdivision Address
Bed/
Bath

Price Sq. ft. Agent Phone Agency

78626 Georgetown Dairy Maple Addition 312 University Ave. 3br/2ba $449,000 2,152 Jimmy Goff 784-5175 Goff Properties

78626 Georgetown Manchaca 501 Green Acres 4br/2ba $150,000 1,800 Carolina Aceituno 217-1218 Keller Williams Realty

78626 Georgetown Parkview Estates 102 Pecan Vista Cove 3br/2ba $164,500 1,589 Michael Ashley 763-1500 Urban Homes and Land

78626 Georgetown Pinnacle 305 Green Slope Lane 3br/2ba $139,000 1,891 John Mick 401-9306 RE/MAX Capital City

78626 Georgetown Pinnacle 329 Precipice Way 4br/2ba $141,900 1,353 Carolina Aceituno 217-1218 Keller Williams Realty

78626 Georgetown Summercrest 1215 Ashberry Trail 4br/2ba $199,500 3,134 Paula Thomas 818-1717 Prudential Texas Realty

78626 Georgetown University Park 2018 Ashberry Trail 3br/2ba $119,900 1,243 Judith Copple 864-2500 Keller Williams Realty

78628 Georgetown Berry Creek 30202 Oak Tree Drive 4br/3ba $360,000 3,312 Michael Miller 715-546-4030 Miller & Associates Realty LLC

78628 Georgetown Cimarron Hills 109 Hopewell Circle 4br/4ba $579,900 3,665 Leisa Ormsbee 590-1833 J.B. Goodwin, Realtors

78628 Georgetown Gabriels Overlook 312 Oak Plaza Cove 4br/3ba $375,500 3,232 Paula Thomas 818-1717 Prudential Texas Realty

78628 Georgetown Gabriels Overlook 201 Oak Meadow Drive 4br/3ba $349,000 3,383 Robert Sedlor 517-8241 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78628 Georgetown Logan Plateau 110 Jaydee Terrace 3br/2ba $469,000 2,689 Paula Thomas 818-1717 Prudential Texas Realty

78628 Georgetown Parkside at Mayfield Ranch 201 Atlanta Park Drive 5br/3ba $322,066 2,810 John Mick 401-9306 RE/MAX Capital City

78628 Georgetown Parkside at Mayfield Ranch 305 Atlanta Park Drive 4br/2ba $230,035 1,888 John Mick 401-9306 RE/MAX Capital City

78628 Georgetown Parkside at Mayfield Ranch 309 Atlanta Park Drive 3br/2ba $252,570 2,450 John Mick 401-9306 RE/MAX Capital City

78628 Georgetown Reserve at Berry Creek 524 Sarazen S. Loop 4br/3ba $538,800 3,858 Russell Phillips 698-7877 Keller Williams Realty

78628 Georgetown Serenada West 118 Sequoia Spur 3br/2ba $190,000 2,050 Darin Grigsby 818-0393 ERA Colonial Real Estate

78633 Georgetown North Lakewood 149 Comanche Trail 3br/2ba $224,000 1,610 Tracey Ippolite 470-2708 Private Label Realty

78633 Georgetown Snow Woods 104 Davis Lane 4br/3ba $760,000 4,267 Lena Lansdale 818-0229 Keller Williams Realty

78633 Georgetown Sun City 110 Ranch House Cove 2br/2ba $259,600 2,026 Charlotte Hohensee 868-7248 The Stacy Group

78633 Georgetown Sun City 321 Summer Road 2br/2ba $189,950 1,755 Don Stacy 869-0223 The Stacy Group

78633 Georgetown Sun City 109 Dewberry Drive 2br/2ba $186,500 1,640 Cory Forbes 680-4935 Pacesetter Properties

78633 Georgetown Sun City 702 Deer Meadow Circle 2br/2ba $242,000 1,712 Cynthia Kelly 948-6088 ERA Colonial Real Estate

78633 Georgetown Sun City 116 Lubbock Drive 2br/2ba $145,000 1,270 Don Stacy 869-0223 The Stacy Group

78633 Georgetown Sun City 301 Fieldstone Drive 3br/2ba $279,400 2,072 Pokey Delwaide 818-9300 ERA Colonial Real Estate

78633 Georgetown Woods Fountainwood 104 Katie Marie Court 4br/3ba $378,850 3,077 Denise Arndt 508-4014 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78634 Hutto Brushy Creek Meadows 109 Creek Ledge Drive 3br/2ba $76,900 1,237 Betsy Doss 744-4555 RE/MAX Capital City

78634 Hutto Cottonwood Creek 221 Tall Oak Drive 3br/2ba $74,900 1,940 Charlotte Aceituno 439-6798 Keller Williams Realty

78634 Hutto Cottonwood Creek 145 Little Elm Way 3br/2ba $69,900 1,652 Michelle Sheehan 251-4950 Gaston & Sheehan Realty

78634 Hutto Country Estates 106 Emma Lynn Lane 3br/2ba $104,900 1,406 Paulette Bostur 751-4567 Prudential Texas Realty

78634 Hutto Creekside Estates 309 Willowbrook Drive 3br/2ba $135,500 1,516 Vicki McGrath 921-0010 Private Label Realty

78634 Hutto Glenwood 314 Stewart Drive 3br/2ba $90,950 1,251 Robert Fischer 791-0229 Keller Williams Realty

78634 Hutto Keith G Survey 1251 CR 118 3br/2ba $1,300,000 2,003 Patt Griffin 331-6688 EXIT-Options Realty

78634 Hutto Park st Brushy Creek 1006 Beacon Drive 3br/2ba $140,610 1,754 Cheryl Jenkins 699-6530 Realty Executives,Austin-North

78634 Hutto Riverwalk 104 Killian Loop 3br/2ba $108,000 1,509 Linda Graves 744-4584 RE/MAX Capital City III

76574 Taylor Winsett J Survey 518 12th St. 2br/1ba $129,900 1,912 MaryEllen Kersch 863-7174 J.B. Goodwin, Realtors

104 Davis Lane, Georgetown $760,000

Culligan CI GHT Sept2011_printer.pdf   1   8/19/11   10:36 AM



Looking for
Coupons?

Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local 
and regional coupons

Just click and print
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Our Emergency Department is the 
Front Door to an Amazing Center of Care

At Seton Medical Center Williamson, we’re open for emergencies 24/7, from minor emergencies to 

major trauma. As part of the Seton Trauma Network that includes the region’s only Level I Trauma 

Centers, Seton Williamson is leading the way in advanced emergency care for Williamson County.

•  State-designated Level II Trauma Center  

•  Telemedicine connection with 

 Dell Children’s Medical Center of Central Texas 

 & University Medical Center Brackenridge

• Primary Stroke Center

•  Accredited Chest Pain Center 

• Resuscitation Center of Excellence

•  Supported by 33 physician specialties 

•  State-of-the-art technology in a 

 healing environment 

G U I D E D  B Y  E X P E R I E N C E

201 Seton Parkway • Round Rock, Texas 78665
Emergency Department: (512) 324-4170

seton.net/williamson

Located 2.5 miles east of IH-35 at the 
intersection of University Blvd. and FM 1460.

Pictured, left to right: Marsi Ferris, RN, Trauma Program Manager; Dr. Nabil Habash, Plastic & Reconstructive Surgeon; 

Dr. Nancy Marquez, Trauma Surgeon; Stan Lundrigan, RN, ED Clinical Manager; Yannique Champion, RN, Director Trauma and 

ED Nursing; Dr. Brian Aldred, ED Medical Director; Dr. Glenn Harper, Neurosurgeon; Dr. Neel Ware, Trauma Medical Director


