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Economic effects will be felt throughout  
Williamson County, local officials say 

F1 expected to be 
a regional catalyst

Study seeks increase in downtown visitors

Georgetown aims to turn 
Square into destination

By Beth Wade
Many Georgetown city offi-

cials imagine the Square as a des-
tination akin to Fredericksburg 
with multiple wineries, shopping 
and dining.

“We just want to make sure we 
have the most vibrant downtown 
that we could possibly have,” Eco-
nomic Development Director 
Mark Thomas said.

Business owners such as All 
Things Kids proprietor Karen 
Soeffker want that, too, she said. 
Soeffker was part of a citizens 
committee formed to help brand 
and market the Square.

“Something I think could be an 
easy fix is to be better at locally 
marketing … and telling people 
to exit now for downtown historic 
Georgetown,” she said. “You can 
literally commute down I-35 and 
go straight past us and not know 

By Victor O’Brien
The heavily anticipated arrival of Formula 1 racing and the Cir-

cuit of the Americas track in Austin has regional officials expect-
ing to see fresh fuel added to area economies, including and up 
through Georgetown, Hutto and Taylor, when the track opens 
in 2012.

While many area officials have said the specific and direct effects 
of F1 and COTA will only be clear after some time, there is opti-
mism that the economic gains will travel outside Austin and will 
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Health care news and listings for Family Practice, Internal Medicine, OB/GYN and Pediatric care to help you spot your health care provider. 

Cedar  Park • Georgetown • Hutto • Leander • Pfl ugerville • Round Rock • Taylor

Sponsored by

HealthcareDirectory 2011-12

Daily, online-exclusive community 
news and information

Hundreds of local and regional 
coupons, updated daily

Two websites. Twice the Impact.
impactnews.com                impactdeals.com

Fans of Formula 1 drivers and their cars, like the one shown above at an April 12 media 
presentation in Austin, are expected to drive business in Williamson County. The thousands 
of expected spectators could eat, sleep and travel in Williamson County as Austin overflows. 
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The 2011–12 Annual 
Healthcare Directory

Features health care news and listings  
for area hospitals, clinics and physicians

what you’ve missed.”
The economic development 

department commissioned a mar-
ket study of downtown George-
town that examined similar com-
munities to determine how they 
achieved success, Thomas said. 
Completed by Georgetown-based 
IF Marketing & Advertising, the 
report was released in July.

“There has been a tremendous 
amount of discussion about how 
downtown could do a better job 
of marketing itself, and there is 
really kind of an underlying rea-
son why economic development 
would support downtown mar-
keting,” Thomas said. “We have 
found that when [companies con-
sidering moving] come to town … 
the charm of our community, the 
charm of our downtown, the look 
and feel of our community, is a 
huge selling point.”

More than 130 jobs  
created since 2010

Taylor EDC  
attracts, retains 
businesses

By  Samantha Bryant 
Cliff and Kaitlin Olle operated 

Eccentrix Technologies out of 
their ranch home in Coupland 
for six years before they decided 
last year it was in the wireless 
Internet and high-tech service 
provider company’s best interest 
to open offices in a more public 
location.

But because the building would 
be primarily office space and not 
generate much revenue, Kaitlin 
said banks were hesitant to give 
them a loan.

Through a development agree-
ment with the Taylor Economic 
Development Corp., Eccentrix 
obtained a 10-year, $60,000 loan. 
The EDC will not seek repayment 
of the loan if the company meets 
certain requirements, including  
maintaining 10 jobs for Taylor 
residents over the life of the loan.

“With the help of the EDC, we 
were able to go back to the bank 
and show them that we had the 
money for the down payment, 
and that allowed us to move for-
ward with the loan,” Kaitlin said. 
“Without that money, we never 
would’ve been able to get a place, 
and it’s because of the EDC being 
willing to help us that we did 
choose Taylor.” 

Eccentrix is one of 10 businesses 
the Taylor EDC has assisted in the 
relocation or expansion of since 
2010. These companies are pro-
jected to bring more than 130 jobs 
to the city.

The Georgetown downtown market study outlines several recommenda-
tions set to increase “consistent and manageable” consumer traffic on 
the Square. IF Marketing & Advertising President Will Furrer said the  
recommendations should stir conversation about what should done.

MArkETIng DownTown

Source: Market Study for Downtown District
Project Grape

The City Council is expected 
to approve a lease-to-own agree-
ment with a Fredericksburg win-
ery for the city’s Conventions and 
Visitor Bureau and economic 
development department office 

buildings Aug. 23.
If approved, the agreement, 

known as Project Grape, will be 
the first step in satisfying two 
recommendations that came out 

The study recommended re-
branding the downtown district;  
possible categories for a new 
brand included trail heritage and 
Texas Wine Country.

Brand strategy

According to the study, creating a 
winery cluster in and around the 
Square could support retail and 
increased visitation. 

wine and food

Furrer suggested rounding out 
the city’s calendars with events 
for every season.

Signature events

The city and county real estate 
assets on the Square could be 
re-evaluated to make sure the 
buildings are put to the most 
optimal use.

City/county asset evaluation

The study recommends creating 
a communication team to focus 
on information sharing and 
developing a master community 
marketing and events plan. 

Communication

A full-service hotel with convention 
and event facilities could help retail 
local events and attract outside 
events.

Hotel/convention center

Furrer said having a museum or 
cultural center with a theme or cat-
egory of a national or global interest 
instead of a Texas- or Georgetown-
only theme could bring a large 
number of people. Some ideas in 
the study a museum with a military 
technology, cowboy or Western art, 
or a prehistoric theme. 

Museum/cultural center



2 | NEWS | Community Impact Newspaper • Georgetown/Hutto/Taylor Edition

September 10, 2011
St. David’s North Austin Medical Center

12221 N. Mopac Expressway

September 17, 2011
St. David’s Round Rock Medical Center

2400 Round Rock Ave.

St. David’s South Austin Medical Center
901 W. Ben White Blvd.

September 24, 2011
St. David’s Medical Center 

919 E. 32nd Street

St. David’s Georgetown Hospital 
2000 Scenic Dr.

All screenings will be held from  
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

Call 888-868-2104 or 512-478-3627  
to make an appointment.

www.stdavids.com/connect  |  888.868.2104  |  512.478.3627

FREE SCREENINGS

For Men Over the Age of 40 
two free tests could be a life 
saving experience.
Join us for a FREE Prostate Cancer Screening  
(PSA blood test and rectal exam). 
Appointments are appreciated, but walk-ins  
are welcome.
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Connect Online

Find online-exclusive content at  
impactnews.com/georgetown-hutto-taylor

Subscribe to our e-newsletter at  
impactnews.com/signup

Follow us on Twitter @impactnews_ght

Find us on Facebook at  
impactnews.com/facebook-ght

I lived on the north side 
of Fort Worth for a few 
years, not far from the 
Texas Motor Speedway. 
When it was NASCAR 
race day, it was a bad idea 

to be on the roads because there could be 
more than 100,000 spectators at the race. 
Now the Austin area is buzzing about 
Formula 1 racing and what it could mean 
for the region. 

Aside from bringing traffic, some esti-
mates show F1 could bring more money 
to the regional economy than a Super 
Bowl every year would. The need for hotel 
accommodations will easily stretch into 
Williamson County. Both Georgetown 
and Taylor could see increased airport 
traffic, and all the surrounding cities 
expect hotel visitors. 

Another area preparing for more 
visitors is the Square in Georgetown. A 

study was conducted to determine how 
some other cities have marketed and 
developed their downtowns to create 
tourism destinations. Places such as 
McKinney and Fredericksburg seem to 
have the secret ingredients. 

Tourism is great for the city, but I’m 
interested in how this will improve the 
area for residents and local business own-
ers, too. The Square has had a tough time 
keeping restaurants in business. I can’t 
understand it—do Georgetown residents 
not eat out? Do they all drive to other 
cities? Everyone loves the Square; it’s so 
quaint, but there are very few options 
available after 5 or 6 p.m. I would love to 
see the area attract more options, includ-
ing new restaurants and wineries. 

General Manager’s Note  

Karin Jahnke
kjahnke@impactnews.com

Reader Feedback

Galaxy Bakery & CoffeeHouse
more.impactnews.com/8679

“I ordered my wedding cake form Galaxy cupcakes, if 
anyone needs a cake of any kind this is the place to go to. 
Every time I go in for coffee and a treat they are the greatest, 
always willing to go the extra mile to make your visit the best 
experience.” 

—Anne

Do you live in a Municipal Utility District?

more.impactnews.com/13699

Yes

53%
No

32%
I don’t know

15%
Results from an unscientific web survey, collected 7/11/11–8/2/11
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On Page 11, the photo credit for the picture of Taylor’s 
1935 City Hall building should be courtesy Komatsu 
Architecture, not Samantha Bryant.

Correction  – Volume 4, Issue 12

H u t t o P r e m i e r D e n t i s t r y . c o m

123 Ed Schmidt Blvd. #100, Hutto

Teri L. Marek, DDS
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512-846-2646

Find us on Facebook!O�  cial Partner of the 
Round Rock Express

June employment trends

Central Texas unemployment—7.6%
Up from 6.8% in May

State unemployment—8.2%*
Up from 8.0%* in May

National unemployment—9.2%*
Up from 9.1%* in May

In Austin-Round Rock-San Marcos, the leisure and hos-
pitality sector added 1,100 jobs; mining, logging and 
construction, 1,400 jobs; professional and business 
services lost 1,600 jobs; government lost 1,100 jobs.

Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Texas Workforce Commission

*Seasonally adjusted numbers
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Georgetown 

now open

1  The Edward Jones office at 711 San 
Gabriel Village Blvd., Ste. 101, reopened 
May 16 with a new financial adviser, 
Michael Daniel. The office provides 
financial services including banking, 
insurance, retirement and education 
planning. 930-7062,  
www.edwardjones.com

2  Kay Briggs of KBOriginals,ART and 
Edda Rivera of SilverGemm combined 
their stores and opened Diva Chicks 
ARTful Boutique on July 25. Located 
at 109 E. Seventh St., the boutique sells 
locally made artwork, women’s clothing, 
baby clothes, jewelry, shoes, handbags and 
accessories. Briggs said all the products 
are either made in the USA or are Fair 
Trade–certified. 281-948-4302, 947-4259,  
www.kboriginalsartstudio.com,  
www.silvergemm.com

3  Arts Avenue for Kids, a Christian 
theater, dance and music studio, now has 
a permanent home at 614 E. University 
Ave. The company was previously 
meeting in different churches throughout 
Georgetown and Round Rock. Classes 
begin Aug. 29. This year the studio will 
perform “Willy Wonka” and “Aladdin,” 
owner Vicki Henderson said. The studio 
offers dance, theater, full production 
and adult tap classes, as well as choirs, 
musicals and Fit for Worship for adults, a 
dance aerobics to praise music. 299-5402, 
www.artsavenueforkids.com

4  Cowgirls Rustic Furniture and 
Mattress opened Aug. 1 at 1030 W. Hwy. 
29, the former site of Beds, Beds & More, 
which closed at the end of July. 930-1111

5  Cellular Sales opened a Verizon 
Wireless store July 14 at 3304 Williams 
Drive, the former site of a Jack in the Box 
restaurant. The location carries phones, 
accessories, tablets, and Internet and data 
plans. Internet services start at $50 per 
month. Hours are Mon.–Sat. 9 a.m.–  
9 p.m. and Sun. 10:30 a.m.–6 p.m.  
948-7501, www.cellularsales.com

6  Visiting Angels moved May 1 from 
Cedar Park to Georgetown at 202 S. Austin 
Ave., Ste. 106. The company provides 
in-home senior care services, which are 
customized to each client’s needs.  
877-907-5078, www.wilcoangels.com

Kevin Merritt launched Georgetown-
based Innovation Luxury Homes in 
March. The custom home building 
company builds site-specific homes in 
the Central Texas area as well as in The 
Reserve at Berry Creek in Georgetown 
and Gabriel’s Overlook between Liberty 
Hill and Georgetown. Merritt formed his 
company after working with regional and 
national builders for 12 years. 534-1443,  
www.innovationluxuryhomes.com

Georgetown-based Ausome Roadside 
Assistance opened in June and offers 
auto entry, tire changes, gas delivery 
and jump-start services from Austin to 
Killeen. Licensed and insured technicians 
are available 24 hours a day. 948-7504,  
www.araaustin.com

Coming Soon

7  Hillcountry Arthritis Center, the 
office of rheumatologist Dr. Darush 
Rahmani, will open Aug. 16. The office 
treats all types of rheumatic disease and is 
located at 2110 Scenic Drive. 948-7611,  
www.hillcountryarthritis.com

8  Self-serve frozen yogurt bar 
CherryBerry is opening in September at 
1103 Rivery Blvd., Ste. 260. The store will 
serve natural, Kosher-certified yogurt 
that is not powder-based. 656-7656,  
www.cherryberryyogurtbar.com

Orchard Park of Georgetown is expected 
to break ground on a new 70,000-square-
foot assisted living facility near Sun City 
later this year. The center will have 50 
assisted living rooms with some two-
bedroom units and 25 semiprivate, 
memory care rooms. www.mcfarlin-
group.com/orchard-park-of-georgetown

relocations

9  The Williamson County Veterans’ 
Services office moved from Taylor to 
Georgetown on Aug. 1 to the Williamson 
County Central Maintenance Facility, 
3151 S.E. Inner Loop. A satellite office will 
remain at the Taylor Annex, 412 Vance St. 
943-1900, www.wilco.org

10  Litigation attorney Dan Gattis moved 
offices for the Gattis Law Firm on  
June 1 from 800 S. Austin Ave. to 213B W. 
Eighth St. 868-5400, www.gattislaw.com
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Kids Love 
It Here!

Kenny Havard, DDS
Travis Hildebrand, DDS

GeorgetownPediatricDentistry.com

Board Certif ied 
Pediatric Dentists

• New Patients Welcome
•  Interactive Entertainment 

for All Ages
• Convenient Appointments
• Parent Friendly
•  Insurance Filed & 

Processed

Call Today!
512-869-4100
State-of-the-art 

Care

4402 Williams Dr., 
Ste. 106

Georgetown, Texas
78628
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News or questions about Georgetown, Hutto or Taylor?
E-mail ghtnews@impactnews.com.

Compiled by Samantha Bryant

Jubilate Youth Choir, for children ages 9 to 14, is 
holding auditions in August.

A pool lift for people with mobility impairments was 
installed in mid-July at williams Drive Pool.

Light Texas is a nonprofit organization that plans to launch a entrepreneurial program for adults with dis-
abilities in Georgetown in late fall. During a pilot program, participants planted 1,500 sunflowers in Jonah. 

13

11  Geneva Blair moved gift store Deba-
Re’s from Taylor to Georgetown on 
Aug. 1 at 2960 Williams Drive, next to 
Parco Ace Hardware. Blair sells purses, 
jewelry, furniture, home decor items, 
greeting cards and homemade aprons. She 
also offers consignment space. Hours are 
Mon.–Fri. 9 a.m.–6 p.m. and Sat. 9 a.m.– 
4 p.m. 922-1692

new ownership

12  King’s Pest and Lawn Services at 603 
River Bend Drive has been under new 
ownership since mid-April. Landon and 
Brittney King purchased the business 
from Landon’s parents, Lynn and Lisa 
King. The business offers pest control, 
fire ant treatment, rodent control, 
scorpion control, and one-time services to 
Georgetown, Round Rock, Hutto and all 
surrounding cities. 930-5128

Expansions

13  A new pool lift was installed in 
mid-July at the Williams Drive Pool, 
making it easier for people with mobility 
impairments to access the water. The 
$7,000 lift was made possible through a 
grant from the Lola Wright Foundation. 
The Friends of Georgetown Parks 
and Recreation applied for the grant 
with the assistance of the Exceptional 
Georgetown Alliance. Summer hours at 
the Williams Drive Pool, 3201 Williams 
Drive, are Tue.–Sun. 1–7 p.m. After the 
pool is closed for the summer Sept. 5, the 
lift will move to the indoor pool at the 
Georgetown Recreation Center. 930-3529, 
www.georgetown.org

14  Interdenominational church The 
Worship Place at 811 Sun City Blvd. 
plans to start construction Aug. 20 on a 
fellowship hall that will also have space 
for administrative offices and classrooms. 
Construction on the 14,000-square-foot 
addition is slated to be finished by early 
summer. Sunday services at The Worship 
Place are at 9 and 11 a.m. 869-1310,  
www.theworshipplace.org

15  Eye Associates of Georgetown 
recently began carrying the Eyes of 
Faith brand of glasses. Eyes of Faith 
is a Christian-based designer eyewear 
company that donates 10 percent of sales 
to missions-focused charities around the 
world. The office is located at 107 Wagon 
Wheel Trail. 863-4400,  
www.georgetowneye.com

16  Dr. Florence Spitler, formerly of 
Georgetown Family Medicine at 1900 
Scenic Drive, recently joined Georgetown 
Medical Clinic in the Austin Avenue 
Medical Plaza, 3201 S. Austin Ave.,  
Ste. 210. Georgetown Medical Clinic 
has been based in Georgetown for more 

than 65 years and has six physicians who 
practice family medicine. 763-4000,  
www.georgetownmedical.com

School notes

17  Orenda Education expects to begin 
construction on a 12,000-square-foot 
building this fall for Gateway College 
Preparatory School. The multipurpose 
building will be located at 3360 CR 111, 
adjacent to where the charter school 
currently operates in leased modular 
buildings. Other components of the 
$7.4 million first phase of construction 
includes a competition auxiliary gym 
floor, a track field, a soccer/lacrosse field 
and existing baseball and softball field 
upgrades. Gateway projects an enrollment 
of 580 students in grades K–12 for the 
2011–12 school year. 868-4947,  
www.gatewaycps.org

The Georgetown ISD board of trustees 
elected new officers July 25 for the 2011–
12 school year. Scott Alarcon will serve as 
president, Greg Eady as vice president and 
Sheila Carter as secretary. Other board 
members include Fred Barhydt, Arthur 
Dela Cruz, Mike Hewlett and Brad Smith. 

The Texas Education Agency gave 
Georgetown ISD a Recognized 
rating. The state agency rates districts 
every year based on results from the 
Texas Assessment of Knowledge and 
Skills, attendance and high school 
completion rates. The ratings run on a 
scale from Exemplary, Recognized and 
Academically Acceptable to Academically 
Unacceptable. Of Georgetown ISD’s 
16 campuses, most received either a 
Recognized or Acceptable rating, except 
for Ford Elementary, which was awarded 
an Exemplary rating.  
www.georgetownisd.org

nonprofit

Light Texas, a new nonprofit 
organization, plans to launch an 
entrepreneurial program for adults 
with disabilities in Georgetown in late 
fall. The faith-based organization aims 
to provide meaningful jobs as well as 
a sense of belonging and purpose for 
adults with disabilities. During a pilot 
program this summer, participants 
planted 1,500 sunflowers in Jonah, 
created pottery and made granola that 
will be sold at markets in the fall. More 
information is available on the Light 
Texas Facebook page. 966-7574

Jubilate Youth Choir is a new nonprofit 
choir in Georgetown for children in 
Round Rock and Georgetown ages 
9 to 14, or between third and eighth 
grade. The youth choir is accepting 
applications for auditions until the end 

of August, with the next audition Aug. 
27. Rehearsals begin in September on 
Monday nights at Main Street Baptist 
Church. Performances are scheduled for 
the winter and spring. Visit the Jubilate 
Youth Choir Facebook page for more 
information. 203-0741,  
jubilateyc@gmail.com

In the news

Georgetown City Council approved July 
12 purchasing a $128,738 bookmobile for 
the public library that will be financed 
by the Friends of the Georgetown 
Public Library. The library will use the 
vehicle, called Words on Wheels, or 
the WOWmobile, to go to Georgetown 
residents who do not have easy access to 
books and other library materials. The 
Friends of the Georgetown Public Library 
agreed July 12 to make a payment of 
$60,000 for the vehicle, with the balance 
of the cost to be paid when it is delivered, 
probably in December.  
www.wowbookmobile.com

Community

now open

A new location of Coyote Moon Coffee 
with Zydeco Ice opened in June at the old 
Jonah schoolhouse parking lot near the 
intersection of FM 1660 South and  
Hwy. 29. The store is stocked with coffee, 
cappuccino, smoothies, snow cones and 
Elgin sausage bagel wraps. Hours are 
Mon.–Fri. 6:30 a.m.–6:30 p.m. and Sat.–
Sun. 8:30 a.m.–6:30 p.m. Coyote Moon 
Coffee and Zydeco Ice also have a location 
at 915 N. Austin Ave. in Georgetown, and 
Coyote Moon Coffee is available in the 
H-E-B on University Avenue. 868-2557,  
www.coyotemooncoffee.com

The tasting room at Pilot Knob Vineyard 
and Winery opened in July in Bertram 
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at 3125 CR 212. The 6,400-square-foot 
tasting room and event center is open 
Mon.–Sat., 11 a.m.–6 p.m. and Sun., 
noon–6 p.m. The winery features four 
Texas varietals. 489-2999,  
www.pilotknobvineyard.com

Vicki Henderson moved Arts Avenue for kids to 
614 E. University Ave. in June. 
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F I G H T
CANCER
Texas Oncology brings world-class cancer care to your community. We offer 

the combined wisdom of more than 1,600 oncologists in the nation’s largest 

network of cancer specialists and researchers — all available at a location 

near you. So you can fight cancer and stay close to home.

1-888-864-I CAN (4226)  
www.TexasOncology.com/Austin 

HOW TEXANS FIGHT CANCER.

Austin: 5 Locations • Cedar Park • Georgetown • Killeen • Kyle  

Marble Falls • Round Rock • San Marcos • Seton Williamson • Smithville

YEARS

CELEBRATING

1-Subaru - Model BAB. With approved credit. Dealer contribution may a� ect � nal negotiated price. 42 mo lease, $1,999 total due at inception, no sec. dep. required, 42 monthly payments of $219.00, � nal pymt / residual = 
$12,205. Based on 10k mi. / yr with $.15 per mi. excess charge. MSRP $21,795. Stk# Z5728. Expires 7-31-11. 2-Volvo - With approved credit through US Bank. 36 mo. lease, $2,969 +TT&L due at inception (no sec. dep. required). 
36 monthly payments of $275. Final payment / residual = $14,029.50. Based on 10,000 mi./yr with $.18/mi excess charge. MSRP $25,975. Stock# V3324. 0.9% for 48 mo. = $21.22 per $1,000 borrowed. 3-Saab - Example: Stk# 
Y8166, 2010 9-3 Convertible Demo, Auto, All power, OnStar®, Touring package. MSRP $45,405 - $12,000 dealer discount = $33,405 +TT&L. Valid in lieu of other o� ers including special � nancing. Expires 7-31-11. 4-Audi - Closed-
end leases o� ered to quali� ed customers by Audi Financial Services through participating dealers. A6 based on MSRP $55,495. $2,499 down + $695 acquisition fee + $0 security deposit = $3,194 due at inception + TT&L. 
Purchase option at lease end for $29,967.30. 38 monthly payments of $695.  Advertised o� ers require dealer contribution; � nal negotiated price may vary by dealer. Lessee responsible for insurance, maintenance and repairs and 
may have some � nancial liability at lease end. Lessee responsible for $0.25/mile over 10,000 miles per year and a disposition fee of $375 due at lease end. See dealer for details. Higher MSRP will a� ect lease price. O� ers expire 
7-31-11.  Vehicles shown are for display purposes and may not be the actual vehicles.

2011 Volvo C30 T5 FWD 

$275mo 2

Includes Volvo Safe + Secure

2010 SAAB 
9-3 convertibles

$12,000

2012 Audi A6 3.0T
Premium Plus quattro

$695mo4

1st payment paid by Audi

22

T

All remaining 
in stock models

OFF
MSRP3

2011 Subaru Legacy 2.5i Sedan CVT

$219mo 1

512.819.4555

DPM, FACFAS

3316 Williams Drive, Suite 120 • Georgetown, TX 78628
Monday-Friday  • www.centexfoot.com

Accepting new patients | We see all age groups
All major insurance accepted including: 

CHIPs Medicaid, Medicare, Tricare, Scott & White, and Seton

DR. MARY EVERS, D.O., FAOCD
Board Certi� ed Dermatologist

2118 Scenic Dr., Georgetown
(next to St. David’s Georgetown Hospital) 512-868-9800

Specializing in Medical and Surgical Skin Diseases and Skin Cancer
Open Monday - Friday, late appointments available

A pharmacy where your business will always be appreciated



impactnews.com • August 2011 | NEWS | 7

Limmer Loop

C
R

 1
08

E
xc

ha
ng

e 
B

lv
d

.

2nd St.

M
ain S

t.

Front St.

E
as

t S
t.

C
ar

lo
s 

P
ar

ke
r B

lv
d

.

CR 123
R

ed
 B

ud
 L

n.

Mager Ln.

Taylor St.

W. Pecan St.

W
es

t S
t.

S
ho

rt
 S

t.

P
ar

k 
S

t.

W. 7th St.

W. 8th St.

W. Lake Dr.

4th St.

Carl Stern Blvd.

Vance S
t.

P
o

rter S
t.

Talb
ot S

t.

D
avis S

t.

130
TOLL

1660

1660685

79
79

79

397

112

619

95973

619

Map not to scale

Taylor
Hutto

A
nt

ho
ny

 S
t.

Mallard Ln.Hutto and Taylor 

now open

1  The Hutto Parks and Recreation 
Department announced in July that 
the Saul House is available to be 
rented out for parties and meetings. 
Located at 10700 FM 1660 S., the nearly 
1,300-square-foot building was built in 
1975 and has a large meeting room, three 
smaller rooms, restrooms and a kitchen. 
759-4000, www.huttotx.gov

 2  Good Ol’ Fashioned Oil & Lube 
opened July 1 at 1520 N. Main St., 
Taylor. The location provides full-service 
preventative maintenance and light repair 
work for vehicles. 352-LUBE (5823)

 3  Jeanne Ulack opened Mama J’s at  
143 Exchange Blvd., Ste. 100, Hutto, on 
Aug. 1. The store sells donuts, muffins, 
pastries, breakfast sandwiches, kolaches, 
coffee, orange juice and other breakfast 
foods. The store opens Mon.–Sat. at  
6 a.m. and Sunday at 7 a.m. Mama J’s has 
a drive-thru window and offers discounts 
to schools, churches and military 
personnel. 846-1119

Coming Soon

4  Construction has begun on a new 
women’s center at Scott & White 
Hospital–Taylor at 305 Mallard Lane. The 
center is slated to open this fall and will 
offer digital mammography and bone 
density scanning. The construction will 
also include a new hospital lobby.  
www.sw.org

5  Terra Pave International bought 
property at 5555 FM 973, Taylor, the site 
of a former cotton gin. The company has 
licensed a new product used in roadway 
construction, Top Seal Black, which can 
be used as a prime coat, or base layer, for 
asphalt roads. The company will use the 
new facility to produce Top Seal Black 
once renovations are complete.  
www.terrapaveinternational.com

6  Josh Richards is renovating the 
Thompson Building at 109 N. Main St. in 
Taylor. Richards plans to move his office 
on 1106 E. Fourth St. for The Woodsman 
Company to the building once 
renovations are complete. The Woodsman 
Company provides tree services including 
removal and trimming. Additional space 
for lease in the building will be available. 
846-2535, www.texastreetrimmers.com

7  Selling clothing, jewelry, shoes, home 
decor items and candles, The Rhinestone 
Cowgirl is slated to hold its grand 
opening Aug. 12–13. Sisters Kourtney 
and Kristen Reid have sold merchandise 
online for about a year but decided to 
open a retail storefront at 123 W. Fourth 

St., Taylor. The store will be open Mon.–
Fri. 10 a.m.–6 p.m. and Sat. 10 a.m.–5 p.m. 
352-3559, www.rhinestonescowgirl.com

8  The Capital Area Rural 
Transportation System announced 
the grand opening of the Taylor bus 
station will be Sept. 16 at 10 a.m. at 1103 
W. Second St. The 1,600-square-foot 
facility, which sits on 3 acres, has an 
environmentally friendly design featuring 
a rainwater recapture system and solar 
panels. Route and schedule information is 
still being finalized. www.ridecarts.com

Expansions

9  Elemental Gifts, Etc. recently began 
carrying knitting and crocheting supplies. 
The store carries acrylic, cotton and 
bamboo yarn. Owner Dianna Kane said 
she also plans to add more types of yarn, 
bath salts and custom-blended scents 
to the store inventory. The store has a 
new red hat section with hats, gifts and 
jewelry. Elemental Gifts, Etc. also carries 
soy candles, woodwork, silver jewelry and 
religious items at 417B N. Main St., Taylor. 
Hours are Tue.–Sat. 10 a.m.–5 p.m.  
352-6221, www.elementalgiftsetc.com

Closing

10  Bella Roma Italian Restaurant is no 
longer doing business at 105 E. Third St., 
Taylor.

 
School notes

Hutto ISD launched a new website July 11. 
The site is smartphone-friendly and links to 
some of the district’s new communication 
tools on Facebook and Twitter.  
www.hipponation.org, Twitter: @HuttoISD
 
Taylor ISD board members approved a 
laptop initiative in June that is designed 
to provide all Taylor High School 
students, teachers and administrators 

with MacBook laptop computers for 24-
hour use while attending THS. The board 
appropriated $919,000 in bond money 
earmarked for furniture, fixtures and 
equipment to go toward the computers. 
The initiative will begin this fall.  
www.taylorisd.org
 
The Texas Education Agency released 
its accountability ratings for school 
districts and campuses July 29. The 
ratings are based on Texas Assessment 
of Knowledge and Skills test results, 
attendance and high school completion 
rates. Possible ratings are Exemplary, 
Recognized, Academically Acceptable 
and Academically Unacceptable. Hutto 
ISD dropped down from 2010, when the 
district received a Recognized rating. 
This year it was rated Academically 
Acceptable. Taylor ISD was once again 
rated Academically Acceptable.  
www.hutto.txed.net, www.taylorisd.org

In the news

11  The City of Taylor cleared 17 acres 
of land at the northwest and southwest 
ends of the Taylor Municipal Airport 
runway as part of safety improvements 
at the airport. The improvements are the 
first step toward the city’s ultimate goal to 
extend the runway from 4,000 feet to 5,000 
feet, City Manager Jim Dunaway said. The 
project included removing trees and soil 
and was completed in mid-July. 352-3677, 
www.ci.taylor.tx.us

12  The City of Taylor finished 
construction in June on a new playscape 
at Bull Branch Park at      2205 Davis St. 
The city is also constructing a pavilion 
in Robinson Park at      206 S. Dolan St, 
which is expected to be finished by the 
end of August. www.taylortx.gov

The WilCo Wellness Alliance is accepting 
grant applications from July 15 to Sept. 
1 for its Faith-Based Community 
Gardens Initiative. Five churches or 

good ol’ Fashioned oil & Lube opened July 1 
providing full-service preventative maintenance 
and light repair work for vehicles.

2
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The City of Taylor finished construction on a new 
playscape at Bull Branch Park in June. 

12a

places of worship in Williamson County 
will receive up to $325 to go toward the 
creation of a community garden. One of 
the conditions to receive the award is for 
10 percent of the yield from the garden 
to go to charitable organizations. The 
WilCo Wellness Alliance is a coalition 
that focuses on policy and environmental 
initiatives related to nutrition, physical 
activity, tobacco use and chronic disease. 
mcammack@wcchd.org, www.wcchd.org
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August
12–13  Child Safety Fair
The Keeping Kids Safe Project by S.I.P. 
Kids provides FBI digital fingerprints and 
photographs of children. Local organizations 
and law enforcement agencies help educate 
children and families on how to avoid dangerous 
situations. • Fri. 3–7 p.m., Sat. 10 a.m.–4 p.m. 
Free • Mac Haik Ford Lincoln, 7201 S. I-35, 
Georgetown • 319-268-4111  
www.keepingkidssafeproject.com 

12–21  ‘Servant of Two Masters’ 
The Penfold Theatre Company presents a 
comedy that chronicles the chaos that ensues 
when a man thought to be dead shows up 
at his former fiancee’s house. • Thursdays, 
Fridays and Saturdays at 8 p.m.; special 
encore performance Aug. 21 at 8 p.m.  
Free, donations accepted • Round Rock 
Amphitheater, 301 W. Bagdad Ave., Round 
Rock • 850-4849 • www.penfoldtheatre.org

  

12–Sept. 4  ‘The Wizard of Oz’
The classic movie is brought to life on stage by 
the cast of the Georgetown Palace Theater.  
Fri. and Sat. 7:30 p.m., Sun. 2 p.m. • $24 
(general admission), $22 (seniors), $14 
(students and active military), $10 (children 12 
or younger) • Georgetown Palace Theater, 810 
S. Austin Ave., Georgetown • 869-7469  
www.georgetownpalace.com

13  Back to School Summer Fest
The event features swimming at Robinson 
Park, free school supplies, food and games. 
The summer fest is presented by the 
Blackshear/O.L. Price Ex-Student Association 
in conjunction with the faith-based community, 
the Taylor YMCA and the LifeSteps Williamson 
Council on Alcohol & Drugs. • Free • 9–10 a.m. 
(school supply giveaway registration), 10 a.m.–
noon (games and booth participation), 4–8 p.m. 
(swimming) • Fannie Robinson Park, 206 W. 
Dolan Drive • 296-6109  
www.blackshearolprice.com
 
15  Taylor Hi-Stepper fundraiser
The Taylor Hi-Stepper Booster Club hosts a 
Captain Red’s Chicken Fried Steak fundraiser. 
There are a limited number of extra plates 
available. 5–7 p.m. • $8.50 • Taylor High 
School, 3101 N. Main St.    
www.taylorhisteppers.org

16  Senior Adult Summer Health Fair
Hosted by the S.P.J.S.T. Assisted Living 
Community, the health fair includes 32 
vendors, door prizes and a chance to win a 
flat-screen TV. • 9 a.m.–noon • Free  
S.P.J.S.T. Assisted Living Community,  
505 E. Lake Drive, Taylor • 352-6940  
www.spjstresthomes.com

18 Bird Talk
Hutto Parks and Recreation offers a birding 
class on hawks and owls at Hutto Lake. The 
instructors are from the Goodwater Chapter of 
the Williamson County Master Naturalists.  
7–8 p.m. • Free • Hutto Lake Park, 805 Estate 
Drive • 759-4000 • www.huttotx.gov

19–20  Taylor International BBQ 
Cook-off
The event includes arts and crafts, a barbecue 
cookoff and food vendors. Categories are 
beef, chicken, pork, seafood, wild game, 
beans, lamb and goat. • Fri. 5 p.m.–midnight, 
Sat. 9 a.m.–5 p.m. • $70 (entry fee) • Murphy 
Park, 1600 Veteran’s Drive • 791-1230 
www.taylorjaycees.org 

25 Promoting Children’s School Success
Participants learn how to make a positive 
difference in a child’s learning experience. 
Registration required. • 6:30–8:30 p.m.   
$15 • Community Resource Center, 805 W. 
University Ave., Georgetown • 864-3008
www.georgetownproject.com 

2011 Business Expo
The Hutto Area Chamber of Commerce 
hosts in the 2011 Business Expo at The 
Dell Diamond. Area businesses showcase 
products and services. • 1–6 p.m. • Free 
The Dell Diamond’s United Heritage Center, 
3400 E. Palm Valley Blvd., Round Rock  
759-4400 • www.huttochamber.com 

26–27  Washer/horseshoe tournament
The Walter Gonzales Foundation is hosting a 
washer and horseshoe tournament. Friday is 
a singles horseshoe tournament and Saturday 
features a doubles washer tournament, 
doubles horseshoe tournament and silent 
auction. A fajita dinner is on Friday.  
Fri. 6 p.m. and Sat. noon • $10 (individual 
tournament entry fee), $8 (fajita plate) • East 
Williamson County Events Center, 210 Carlos 
Parker Blvd., Taylor • 365-4330 or 801-5550

28  Hot Sauce Festival
Launched in 1990, the Austin Chronicle Hot 
Sauce Festival draws up to 15,000 spectators 
and more than 350 entries every year. 
Musicians perform as Austin-area restaurants 
serve spicy foods at booths, vendors sell 
peppers and chili pepper memorabilia and 
spectators try a variety of salsas. The festival 
also raises money for the Capital Area 
Food Bank of Texas. • 11 a.m.–5:30 p.m.  
Admission is free with the donation of three 
nonperishable food items • Waterloo Park, 
403 E. 15th St., Austin • www.austinchronicle.
com/gyrobase/market/hotsauce 

29  MOPS Meet & Greet 
People interested in joining Mothers of 
Preschoolers, or MOPS, can come by the 
indoor playscape at First Baptist Georgetown 
to register and meet other moms and their 
children. MOPS is for mothers with children 
from newborn through kindergarten age. 
Those who have already registered may also 
attend. MOPS meets one Monday a month 
from September through May. • 9:30– 
11:30 a.m. • Free (meet and greet) • First 
Baptist Georgetown, 1333 W. University Ave. 
869-9200 • www.mopsgeorgetown.com 

CALENDAR

Sponsored by

Find more or submit Georgetown, Hutto and Taylor events 
at www.impactnews.com/ght/calendar.

For a full list of Central Texas events visit  
www.impactnews.com/austin-metro/calendar.

To have Georgetown, Hutto or Taylor events considered for 
the print edition, they must be submitted online by the third 
Friday of the month.

Aug. 20
By Samantha Bryant

The annual Hill Country Book Festival gives readers the opportunity to meet the faces behind 
the books. More than 50 authors are on hand to talk about their work, sign autographs and 
sell copies of their writings.

Artie Stockton, vice president of the Hill Country Book Festival, said the fourth annual event also 
gives winners from the annual student writing contest an opportunity to showcase their work.

“We are emphasizing not only the development of future authors, but also letting authors get 
their works out to the public,” she said.

Stockton said local authors will be in attendance. Throughout the day there is live music, 
a children’s section providing hands-on activities and an interactive booklet for children to 
collect author’s autographs.  

The purpose of the Hill Country Book Festival is to improve the literacy rate in Williamson 
County, encourage interest in writing and increase the relationship between readers and authors.

10 a.m.–3 p.m. • Free • Community Center in San Gabriel Park, 445 E. Morrow St., 
Georgetown • 869-4516 • www.hillcountrybookfestival.org
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The Hill Country Book Festival showcases the works of authors of all ages and genres.

Hill Country book Festival

September
3  Predict Your Time 5K
The winners of this 5K are those who walk 
or run in the amount of time closest to what 
was predicted. The event is hosted by the 
Georgetown Running Club. The free Kids K 
starts after the 5K. • 8 a.m. • Before Aug. 16: 
$20 (members), $25 (nonmembers), Aug. 16–
Sept. 1: $25 (members), $30 (nonmembers), 
packet pickup and race day $30 (members), 
$35 (nonmembers) • San Gabriel Park, 445 E. 
Morrow St., Georgetown • 818-6803  
www.georgetownrunningclub.com 

8  Gallery open reception for ‘Lifeboats’ 
Southwestern University holds an artist’s 
reception for “Lifeboats,” an exhibit by 
Heather Carter that calls viewers’ attention 
to a simpler life during a time of change 
and upheaval in the economy, climate and 
politics. The exhibit runs from  
Aug. 31 through Sept. 29 • Free • 4–6 p.m. 
Southwestern University Fine Arts Center, 
1001 E. University Ave., Georgetown  
863-1379 • www.southwestern.edu 

11  ‘Great Russian Composers’
The Temple Symphony Orchestra with 
conductor Thomas Fairlie and pianist 
Kiyoshi Tamagawa perform the music of 
Mikhail Glinka, Sergei Rachmaninoff and 
Dmitri Shostakovich. • 4 p.m. • Adult: $25 
(premium), $20 (general), $5 (students) 
Georgetown High School, Klett Center for the 
Performing Arts, 2211 N. Austin Ave. 
864-9591 • www.gsstx.org 

Online Calendar
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Recent highlights

Georgetown Assistant Police Chief Roland Waits 
(left) holds a dog from the Humane Society of 
Williamson County at the Georgetown Chamber 
of Commerce’s Bar-Bid-Cue Auction on July 
29 while chamber president Mel Pendland 
describes the auction item.
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Andy Jackson (left) Terra Pave International 
partner and CEO of Soils Control International; 
state Rep. Larry Gonzales; and Taylor EDC Presi-
dent/CEO Jason Ford visited a future facility for 
Terra Pave International on July 19. 
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City of Taylor staff and community members 
gathered at a house on Threadgill Street on 
June 14 to dedicate one of five homes built with 
funds from the HOME Investment Partnerships 
Program. Veronica Ellis’ (right) family received 
one of the houses.
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Heath Chambers (left) receives a shadow box 
and plaque from Lt. Wes Morrison on July 4 
at the Williamson County Emergency Medical 
Services unveiling of the Wall of Honor and 
Memorial Garden at EMS Station 11 in Round 
Rock. Heath’s wife,Tracy Chambers, was a 
Williamson County paramedic who died in a 
helicopter crash. 
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Nancy Rabb, Wag-A-Bag owner, spoke at the Hutto 
chamber luncheon July 21.
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Ed Komandosky (left), Employer Support of the 
Guard and Reserve committee member, presented 
awards to (from left) Leslie Levy and Cliff and Kai-
tlin Olle with Eccentrix Technologies at the Taylor 
Chamber of Commerce luncheon in July. 
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Southwestern University, along with Camp 
Mabry’s state youth coordinators, hosted a 
college readiness workshop and college fair in 
July for 27 children of military families. During 
the workshop and fair, families learned about 
the benefits of a college education and had 
a chance to speak with representatives from 
Central Texas colleges and universities.
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The City of Hutto celebrated its centennial  
July 15–17. 
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Sun City and Del Webb held a Focus on Food Fair on July 23 as a part of the 1,000 Cooks for the Cure 
initiative to raise money for breast cancer research.
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Visit us online at 
www.parks.georgetown.org

City of  Georgetown Parks & Recreation
Georgetown, TX 78627

(512) 930-1367
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for everyone ages 55+ include:

Activities
Cards, Dominoes and Board Games

Day Trips and golf trips
Bingo

Adventure Activities 
Billiards and table tennis

Gentle Yoga Classes
Computer Lessons

Tai Chi Classes
Indoor Pickleball
Donut Happy Hour

Silver Sneakers Chair Exercise 
and Water Aerobics Classes
Overnight Destination Trips 

with Diamond Tours

Memberships start at 

$14 per month.
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TRANSPORTATION

Three Williamson County roads see expansion, upgrades
By Samantha Bryant
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Second Street (Hwy. 79 to Hwy. 95)
Following a February ground breaking, the City of Taylor and Williamson County 
began making drainage improvements to Second Street in Taylor prior to 
construction on the roadway. The road will be rehabilitated and upgraded to a 
four-lane section with curb and gutter. The City of Taylor is providing the funding 
for the replacement of water and wastewater utilities. Roadway reconstruction 
is expected to start this fall. One eastbound lane is closed and will remain closed 
until the spring. The $13.5 million project is being constructed by FT Woods and 
is slated to be finished in summer 2012.

Hwy. 79 section three (Hutto to CR 402)
Construction on Hwy. 79 east of Hutto city limits to CR 402 near Taylor is expanding 
the segment of road to a four-lane divided roadway with a median. DNT Construc-
tion is slated to finish the $11.6 million project by the end of 2011. The road 
construction is a Williamson County project using TxDOT pass-through financing. 
The county closed the entrance to CR 136/Limmer Loop off Hwy. 79 for a couple 
of months while the roadway was realigned, but the road is expected to reopen in 
August. Hwy. 79 has been reduced to one lane in each direction with a center turn 
lane. These lane closures will remain in place until the fall.

Williamson County continues to expand and rehabilitate roadways as part of its road bond program.  
The following projects affect residents in Georgetown, Hutto and Taylor.

Taylor

Hutto

rM 2338 (FM 3405 to Ronald W. Reagan Blvd.) 
The section of RM 2338 between FM 3405 and Ronald W. Reagan 
Blvd. is being expanded from a two-lane roadway to a five-lane sec-
tion. The $8.8 million expansion is a Williamson County project using 
TxDOT pass-through financing, in which the state will reimburse the 
county. Joe Bland Construction is the contractor, and construction is 
expected to be finished by spring or summer 2012.

79

79

2338

95

35
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Map not to scale

Source: Williamson County

When you need us, you’ll fi nd us 

where we always have been, 

Right in the heart of our community.

Pre-Arrangement Planning � Full Service Funeral Provider � Complete Cremation Arrangements

We honor all 
Pre-Arrangement Plans                                                                                           

(512) 869-8888          
393 North IH-35 

(Westside Service Road)
 Georgetown ,TX                    

A Community owned, 
Independent funeral 

establishment since 1994

The Collector
Gold & Silver, Jewelry,
Flatware, and Coins

|

HWY 195 
Metal Recyclers, LLC

We Buy Scrap Metal, Copper, 
Aluminum And Salvage Vehicles

Metal Recycling Yard Now Open!

CONVENIENT LOCATION CLOSE TO I-35
5307 HWY 195 • Georgetown, TX • 512-966-3030

FOR CASH!
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Police chief retires
Police Chief Harold Thomas retired 

July 6.
Thomas became Hutto’s police chief in 

December 2005 after beginning his career 
in Odessa.

Broussard said the city will seek assis-
tance from City Council, staff and the 
community to define the characteristics 
and qualifications of a new chief.

Lt. Todd Looney and Lt. Dwain Jones 
will lead the department during the 
transition, and the department will report 
directly to Broussard for accountability 
purposes, according to a city release.

  Georgetown City Council
101 E. Seventh St.
Aug. 23 and Sept. 13 at 6 p.m.
Watch replays of the council meeting on 
Suddenlink Cable Channel 10 at 7 p.m.
931-7715, www.georgetown.org

  Hutto City Council
401 W. Front St.
Aug. 18 and Sept. 1 at 7 p.m.
759-4033, www.huttotx.gov

  Taylor City Council
400 Porter St.
Aug. 25 and Sept. 8 at 6 p.m.
352-3676, www.taylortx.gov

  Williamson County 
Commissioners Court
710 S. Main St., Georgetown
Meetings are every Tuesday at 9:30 a.m.
943-1550, www.wilco.org

Hutto

Williamson County

Meetings

Taylor Georgetown

new district map approved
Taylor City Council unanimously voted 

July 28 to pass a redistricting map, called 
Plan A1, to submit to the U.S. Department 
of Justice for approval.

Cindy Crosby with Bickerstaff Heath 
Delgado Acosta LLP, the law firm the city 
hired to conduct the redistricting process, 
said that at 8.82 percent total deviation, 
Plan A1 was less than the maximum 
allowed population deviation of 10 percent.

If approved by the U.S. Department of 
Justice, the plan will go into effect for the 
May 2012 elections.

To view detailed maps, go to  
www.taylortx.gov.

Council debates redistricting
The City Council hosted a special 

meeting Aug. 3 and a public hearing 
Aug. 8 to look at redistricting options for 
the city’s seven City Council districts. 

As of press time Aug. 8, the council had 
not approved a plan, but was set to con-
sider options at its regular meeting Aug. 9.

Cobby Caputo, an attorney with Bick-
erstaff Heath Delgado Acosta LLP, the 
lawfirm hired by the city to help com-
plete the process, said he hopes to have a 
plan adopted by early September. 

For more Georgetown City Council 
redistricting coverage, visit  
www.impactnews.com.

CITY AND COUNTY Compiled by Beth Wade and Samantha Bryant

Precinct lines redrawn
The Williamson County Commis-

sioners Court approved new precinct 
lines July 26, causing some residents 
to change county precincts and the 
elected officials that represent them.

For several months, county officials 

County leaders discuss 
effects of Senate Bill 100  
on local elections

The Williamson County Commission-
ers Court considered possible effects of 
Senate Bill 100, passed by the 82nd State 
Legislature, at its July 19 meeting. The 
bill brings Texas into compliance with 
the 2009 federal Military and Overseas 
Voter Empowerment Act, adding more 
time between March primaries and April 
runoffs to allow more time for ballots to 
reach overseas and military voters.

SB 100 requires ballots be mailed 45 
days before elections. For primary elec-
tions, which are held on even-numbered 
years, any runoff elections would have to 
be moved back. For example, in 2012, the 
primary election will be held March 6. If 
there is a runoff, it would be held May 22. 
That puts early voting for the runoff two 
days after the May uniform election day, 
which would be May 12.

Williamson County Elections Adminis-
trator Rick Barron said the county would 
have to prepare for two elections at once in 
the event there was a primary runoff.

The bill does not require counties to 

District 1 Councilman Donald Hill

District 3 Councilman John McDonald
District 2 Councilman Chris Gonzales

District 4 Councilman Chris Osborn

contract with local jurisdictions for May 
elections, but it does not prohibit them 
from doing so, either. Local entities could 
hold their own elections, Barron said, but 
many do not have the staff or equipment 
necessary to conduct elections.

Barron plans to meet with city secre-
taries throughout the county to discuss 
options in August.

Barron said there could be problems with 
November elections if straight-ticket vot-
ers forget about lower-ballot items, which 
would include city and school elections.

Senate Bill 100 options
SB 100 allows entities to change election dates and the 
terms of elected officials if necessary. Home rule cities 
with two- or four-year staggered terms have four options 
if they currently use a May uniform election date. 
option 1: Un-stagger terms to hold elections for all city 
elected officials in odd-numbered years, when the elec-
tion would not conflict with primaries

option 2: Move to a November uniform date, which 
would allow for a joint election with the county each 
November

option 3: Buy or lease voting machines—each polling 
place must have at least one voting machine to comply 
with federal election law—and conduct its own election 

option 4: Conduct the May uniform election through the 
county, or have the county provide machines to the cities 
to conduct their own elections

Precinct 1 Commissioner Lisa Birkman

Precinct 3 Commissioner Valerie Covey
Precinct 2 Commissioner Cynthia Long

Precinct 4 Commissioner Ron Morisson
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were involved in an extensive process 
to redraw the county’s four constable, 
justice of the peace and commissioner 
precincts to conform with local, state 
and federal laws.

The new boundaries are expected to 
take effect Jan. 1, 2012.

Detailed maps can be viewed online 
at www.wilco.org/redistricting.
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Council discusses budget
The Hutto City Council heard a pre-

sentation Aug. 4 on the recommended 
budget for the 2011–12 fiscal year. The 
proposed budget totals $20.77 million and 
is based on a proposed property tax rate 
of $0.50758 per $100 valuation, which is 
the same as last fiscal year’s rate.

The city’s appraised property values 
decreased by 3.6 percent. However, 
the annexation of the Lakeside Estates 
Subdivision offset the decline in value by 
adding about $68 million in new property 
value, according to the city’s draft budget. 
The city also added about $19 million in 
property improvements, which mostly 

included new houses, Finance Director 
Micah Grau said.

The average home value dropped 
from $128,472 in fiscal year 2010–11 to 
$126,149, which means a decrease from 
$652 to $640 for the average tax bill at the 
proposed tax rate.

The City Council will host a budget 
workshop and the first public hearing on 
the tax rate Aug. 11. The first hearing on 
the budget and second hearing on the tax 
rate will be Aug. 18. 

The first readings and second readings 
of the budget and tax rate will be Sept. 1 
and Sept. 15. Once approved, the budget 
will go into effect Oct. 1.

Map not to scale

Map not to scale

130
TOLL

79

79

2243

1431

620

29

95

29

35

45
TOLL

ROUND 
ROCK

AUSTIN

LEANDER

CEDAR 
PARK

95

183



12 | NEWS | Community Impact Newspaper • Georgetown/Hutto/Taylor Edition

Scott Martinez (Hutto), second from left, talks economic development in Williamson County with, from left, 
Joe Vining, who recently resigned from the Round Rock Chamber of Commerce, Mark Thomas (George-
town), Phil Brewer (Cedar Park), Jason Ford (Taylor), Floyd Akers (Pflugerville) and Kurt Clennan (Leander).

Comment at more.impactnews.com/14076

COFFEE WITH IMPACT

wilCo economic development
City economic development directors talk incentives
By Blake Rasmussen and Beth Wade

Editor’s note: Coffee with Impact is a monthly forum at our headquarters featuring  
leaders in various sectors who are making a difference in Central Texas and beyond.

As one of the fastest-growing counties in the state, Williamson County’s economic 
development has expanded significantly in recent years. The seven men whose job it is 
to attract and retain businesses in Georgetown, Hutto, Taylor, Round Rock, Pflugerville, 
Leander and Cedar Park gathered July 7 to discuss a wide range of topics, from challenges 
and cooperation to incentives.

Mark Thomas (Georgetown), Scott Martinez (Hutto), Jason Ford (Taylor), Joe Vin-
ing (Round Rock), Floyd Akers (Pflugerville), Kirk Clennan (Leander) and Phil Brewer 
(Cedar Park) spoke about regional cooperation and creating a “funnel” of companies to 
Central Texas. But, Vining said, paraphrasing a colleague, “after it gets local, we have a 
pretty darn good scrum.”

what are the issues, challenges and 
opportunities in your city and the region?

Ford: Our growth rate has been about  
3–4 percent, which has allowed us to do a 
lot of infrastructure planning and growth 
over the last 10 years. 

We’re trying to get prepared for a lot 
of the future growth that will bring us 
westward toward the urban growth. At the 
same time, we’re seeing a lot of companies, 
in particular smaller companies, that are 
looking for cost savings in real estate and 
the value of doing business. 

We’re increasing our land grants pro-
gram. We have two industrial parks and 
139 acres under contract.

Thomas: We’ve had a tremendous 
amount of growth both in population and 
residential growth [since 2003]. George-
town is in a great position on I-35 just north 
of Round Rock, and the thinking is cur-
rently that we are in the way of a lot of the 
growth that is to come when the economy 
rebounds. We’ve landed quite a few projects. 
We’ve had some great capital investment 
projects and large job-generator projects. 

We’ve spent a lot of time thinking 
about the things that aren’t real sexy, like 
roads, sewer lines and annexation of land 
that maybe was not looked at before for 
development purposes. The main area that 
we’re looking at is the south development 
zone, which basically is the land that abuts 
Round Rock on our south side. 

Martinez: One of the largest and most 
visible projects we have going on is the 
Higher Education Center with Texas State 
Technical College and Temple College.

We’ve got about just shy of $30 million 
worth of projects going on along CR 108 
and [Toll] 130, with $20 million being 
the higher education center, a little over 
$6 million being water and wastewater 
enhancements that the Economic Develop-
ment Corporation and the city’s working 
on. The additional money is a little over  
$2 million that Williamson County is 
going to invest in CR 108 to accommodate 
the college. Also, we’re developing a busi-
ness park south of the college campus that 
we’re calling Avery Innovation Park at this 
point. We’re looking at developing some 
wet lab space and other things to really 
change the dynamics of Hutto.

what kind of industries and size companies 
do each of your cities focus on? 

Ford: We’re focused on advanced manu-
facturing and more the higher-tech end of 
manufacturing, the value-added manufac-
turing. We’re still looking at areas of con-
struction materials because we think that 
market’s going to continue to rebound in 
the Central Texas area. We’re dipping back 
now into the bio-lab sciences now that 
we have both Temple College and Scott & 
White Hospital in our community. 

We’re a major agribusiness center and 

we purposefully try to support that. 
In addition to that, though, one of the 

largest high-tech employers in Williamson 
County is located right in the middle of a 
cornfield in Taylor. ERCOT, the Electric 
Reliability Council of Texas, controls the 
grid for about 85 percent of the state and 
22 million energy customers. We have the 
infrastructure to support things like data 
centers and other high-tech, telecommuni-
cation-intensive projects. 

Martinez: If you go to Hutto you notice 
hippos, obviously, [but] beyond that is the 
[Union-Pacific Redline] … While we’re sit-
ting there waiting on the train in Hutto, 
we realize all these trains going by aren’t 
producing any jobs for Hutto. 

We’ve started a feasibility study for rail-
serve industrial sites east of town toward 
Frame Switch. We’ve got a unique oppor-
tunity in that we can put together a large 
tract of property with good rail service. 

Thomas: The [question] in Georgetown, 
‘Does the size of the project matter?’ The 
answer would be, ‘It depends ... on the kind 
of project it is.’ 

[Molecular Templates] came to George-
town with two employees, [and] they now 
are up to 15 or 17 employees, average wage 
is $135,000 per year. That’s different than a 
data center. 

[For the data center,] it didn’t matter 
about the jobs. It’s a $450 million capital 
investment and they use 12.5 megawatts 

of power because the City of Georgetown 
owns its own utility. The net revenue off 
that deal will be $60 million to the City of 
Georgetown over the life of the data center. 
It’s very sector-specific and it’s different 
than when I started in economic develop-
ment, and that was a pretty long time ago.

How do you balance working regionally and 
competing for projects in your community?

Thomas: We’ve had situations where 
we’ve had calls from companies in neigh-
boring communities, and I think, by and 
large, most of us will call the other com-
munity and let them know that that’s going 
on so that they can do a retention visit and 
find out what may be the issue. If they can 
expand there and retain them there, that’s 
great. If there’s some fundamental issue, at 
that point, then you have to do everything 
you can for your community to try to land 
them in your community.

How do you keep williamson County top  
of the mind for developers or companies? 

Martinez: At the end of the day, we’re 
in a relationship business. I think all of us 
have relationships with site consultants, 
and we get phone calls from them and 
occasionally we call them to see what’s 
going on in the marketplace. It’s not some-
thing that just happens. 

Additional reporting by Victor O’Brien.
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First in Texas to perform Bronchial Thermoplasty
for patients with severe, persistent asthma!

512-819-0132  |  www.txpulmonary.com  |  1900 Scenic Drive, Suite 2208 - Georgetown
Seeing patients on Wednesdays at our Round Rock o�  ce: 7200 Wyoming Springs, Suite 1400 - Round Rock

Dr. Dominic deKeratry • Dr. Esther Fields

Also treating:

Lung Cancer • COPD • Asthma
Occupational Lung Disease • Pleural Disease
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Marketing
Continued from | 1

Comment at more.impactnews.com/14082

of the market study: using city-
owned property on and around 
the Square to its fullest potential 
and creating a cluster of wineries 
in the downtown area. 

 “Part of the discussion in the IF 
marketing report is food and win-
eries, and certainly Project Grape 
fits right in there,” Thomas said. 
“Part of the recommendation is to 
build a winery cluster, and we are 
working on doing that with this 
first project.”

The study looked at the Square’s 
current mix of businesses as well 
as similar cities that have been 
successful in marketing and cre-
ating widespread reputations, 
Thomas said. 

“You can study … the tenant 
mix and develop kind of a com-
mon theme, but that was a single 
item that was studied,” he said. 
“Other things that were studied 
[included]what it was that [those 
cities] did that was the biggest 
turning point from where [they] 
were in the past to where [they] 
are now.”

During the study, IF Market-
ing & Advertising President Will 
Furrer polled local business own-
ers and city staff to determine a 

list of target communities, which 
included Paso Robles, Calif.; 
Leveanworth, Wash.; McKinney, 
Texas; and Fredericksburg, as well 
as some others. 

Recommendations
After about six months of 

research and interviews, Furrer 
assembled what he termed “the 
recipe for success.” The list of rec-
ommendations was set up as dis-
cussion points for the community, 
he said. 

“I think the goal that Mark 
[Thomas] set for this study was 
to create a document that could 
generate conversation that could 
by looking outside of Georgetown 
help us to talk about ourselves and 
our recipe for success in a different 
way,” Furrer said. 

The document outlines seven 
areas that could benefit the down-
town area by drawing “consistent 
and manageable” consumer traf-
fic to the Square, including a new 
brand strategy, museum/cultural 
center, wine and food, hotel/con-
vention center, communication, 
and signature events and festivals. 

The study also suggests re-
evaluating the use of county- and 
city-owned properties and in some 
cases, like Project Grape, repurpos-
ing them for a more optimal use, 

everyone in Georgetown needs 
to be excited about is that we 
have the assets to do this,” Fur-
rer said. “We have the resources, 
the people, the energy, the cre-
ativity, the architecture, the land, 
the buildings—we have all of 
those things. If we are willing 

to bring them together and in a 
coordinated way go out to people 
in Round Rock, Austin, Dallas, 
Houston and San Antonio, we 
can be that destination commu-
nity that really thrives.”

Georgetown’s Convention and 
Visitors Bureau building, 101 
W. Seventh St., and the city’s 

economic development office building at 
614 S. Main St. could be home to a new 
winery if a lease-to-own agreement is 
approved by City Council. The agreement 
is expected to be approved Aug. 23, 
Economic Development Director Mark 
Thomas said.
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Furrer said. 
“People are going to have to 

communicate about what’s in [this 
study], and they are going to need 
to do so with the veil lifted on what 
their traditional perceptions might 
be,” he said. “The county and the 
city and the folks that are invested 
in the downtown area need to 
coordinate the effort. They have to 
agree on what winning is for the 
community as a whole, and they 
have to coordinate their efforts to 
get to that end.”

Next steps
City staff hosted a committee of 

about 20 citizens, business own-
ers and city leaders July 22 to help 
determine a core theme for the 
downtown area, Thomas said. 

“We’re hometown Texas; we’re 
a place to call home. It’s what 
we’ve talked about before, but I 
think it was very good for us to go 
through the exercise to hear that 
input from the citizens … because 
it kind of validates what staff has 
been working on and thinking 
about,” he said. 

City staff will continue to meet 
to discuss how to move forward 
with marketing the Square and 
putting together a promotions 
plan, Thomas said. 

“The most important thing that 

Project Grape
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SCOTT & WHITE HOSPITAL - TAYLOR

IS PLEASED TO WELCOME

Gerardo Piñeiro, MD 
MEDICAL DIRECTOR, EMERGENCY DEPARTMENT

Convenient emergency care  
for families in Taylor and  
surrounding communities

Gerardo Piñeiro, MD, attended medical school in Washington, 
DC at Howard University College of Medicine. He completed 
his internship and residency at Los Angeles County/USC 
Medical Center. He is board certified by the American Board  
of Emergency Medicine and speaks fluent English and Spanish.

The Scott & White Hospital – Taylor Emergency Department 
is an eight-bed Level IV Trauma Center. The Emergency 
Department is a designated sexual assault nurse examiner 
(SANE) location. We are committed to providing the best  
and most accessible emergency care for you and your family.  

Scott & White accepts all major insurance plans.

305 Mallard Lane

512-352-7611
swtaylor.org
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spread the wealth throughout Central Texas.
“Generally as an amenity for the region, 

it will have an impact,” Georgetown Eco-
nomic Development Director Mark 
Thomas said. “I think globally it will raise 
awareness about Austin.” 

Rooms for rent
Don Hoyte, the principal at Texas Trust 

Funds, conducted an economic impact 
study of F1 and said he expects the event’s 
draw will require hotel accommodations 
well beyond what Austin can handle, requir-
ing fans to rent rooms from as far away as 
San Antonio with areas in between seeing 
more reservations.

“It’s going to be significant for them [sur-
rounding cities] when the race happens, 
because the hotel situation around here will 
be pretty darn tight the week of that race,” 
Hoyte said.

Scott Martinez, executive director of the 
Hutto Economic Development Corp., antic-
ipates Hutto’s one hotel reaching capacity 
and said, “I would not be surprised if we see 
our second hotel between now and the time 
Formula 1 comes online.” 

Thomas said he expects residual benefits 
from overnight visitors and hotel patrons in 
Georgetown from overcrowding in Austin.

The hotel crowding may not stir up an 
increase in Taylor, however, City Manager 
Jim Dunaway said, because of the distance.

City officials have said increased traffic at 
the Georgetown and Taylor airports are one 
of the possible effects of F1 as the increase 
in private planes and helicopters to the area 
could create a backlog at other airports.

“It’s just like parking lots. [Visitors] have 
to have some place to put their plane down,” 
Dunaway said. Taylor could also benefit 
through the sale of fuel. 

Jason Ford, president of the Taylor Eco-
nomic Development Corp., said he could 
see traffic to the city’s airport increasing, as 
well as visitors looking to stop off and try the 
city’s renowned barbecue restaurants.

Widespread economic gains
The first F1 race is tentatively scheduled 

for June 17, 2012, at the $400 million race-
track at the Circuit of the Americas near Toll 
130, southeast of Austin-Bergstrom Interna-
tional Airport. The race is estimated to bring 
in more than 100,000 patrons, many from 
across the world, to Austin.

Austin will join a long list of locations 
including Australia, Malaysia, China, Korea, 
Spain, Monaco, Germany, India and Brazil 
that will host an F1 race in 2012. Malaysia 
and Bahrain reported respective gains of 
$221 million and $394 million during their 
2008 F1 events.

Texas Comptroller Susan Combs has said 
the events could bring in $300 million annu-
ally, larger than both South by Southwest 
and The University of Texas football home 
games combined, rivaling the Super Bowl 
and the FIFA World Cup.

The massive influx for race days will 
require area-wide systems for shuttling 
patrons to and from hotels, airports and get-
ting them around town to the event, Carlos 
Lopez, Texas Department of Transportation 
Austin engineer, said in June.

The track will also host the annual 
MotoGP motorcycle world championship 
events in addition to dozens of major events 
each year, according to COTA reports.

Combs said in 2010 that she expects the 
track and its facilities will also spur research 
and development for fuel technology and 

F1
Continued from | 1

On average, more than 116,000 fans visit professional races around the world. 

Don Hoyte’s estimate for 
2012 U.S. Grand Prix
Austin, Texas

120,000 people

F1 race attendance

Source: Don Hoyte

10,311  
Local  
attendance

of the 120,000 fans expected to attend Austin’s races, the majority of them are expected to travel 

to Austin from outside of Texas.

94,684 
Out-of-state 
attendance

15,005 
Statewide 
attendance

aerodynamics.
Furthermore, the development is 

expected to increase revenue and traffic for 
Toll 130, but how much remains to be seen, 
said Karen Amacker, Texas Department of 
Transportation spokeswoman.

“We’ve never seen anything like this,” 
Martinez said. “This event’s been compared 
to having a Super Bowl every year. Austin’s 
never hosted a Super Bowl. We don’t know 
what that’s going to mean.”

Additional reporting by Bobby Longoria. 
Comment at more.impactnews.com/14083
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Restoring Function, 
Returning Independence.

The Seton Institute of Reconstructive Plastic Surgery is the region’s only resource for five highly specialized centers 

of expertise in one place: The Hand, Breast, Wound Care, Advanced Facial Surgery and Plastic Surgery Centers.

An intricate mechanism like the hand requires highly specialized care. The specialists of our 

HAND CENTER are fellowship-trained to diagnose and treat problems and diseases of the hands 

and wrists. We cover the Seton Healthcare Family and offer services to treat everything from 

sports injuries to trauma reconstruction to congenital hand conditions. If your hands or wrists 

hurt, call us.  We’re lending a helping hand to restore function and improve quality of life for all in Central Texas.

To schedule a consultation, please call toll-free (877) 977-3866.

SetonPlasticSurgery.com

Austin
Clinical Education Center 
at Brackenridge
1400 N IH-35, 
Suite 320
Austin, TX 78701

Round Rock
Seton Williamson 

Medical Plaza I
301 Seton Parkway, 

Suite 402
Round Rock, TX 78665

Locally owned and operated WE BUILD POOLS IN 30 DAYS!

Ask about our new Lifeguard Pool and 
learn how to keep your kids safer, use less 
chemicals and save energy all at once! 

Go online to www.oasispools.net 
to find out more!

No-wait construction, together with 
affordable beauty and the highest 
quality materials and leading-edge 
building technology, makes Oasis Pools 
the company of choice in Central Texas 
for creating your permanent backyard 
vacation spot. 

Call us today to schedule an apppointment 
with one of our designers!

www.oasispools.net • 512.246.POOL (7665) • 2251 Double Creek Dr. Ste 501 • Round Rock, TX 78664
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No. of 
jobs

Capital 
investment

Taylor 
Marketplace**
Retail marketplace 
and event center

2
<$1M 

Eccentrix 
Technologies
Wireless Internet 
service provider

10
<$1M 

KG Industries
Metal coatings 
manufacturer  

3
<$1M 

Texas Prisoner 
Transportation 
Division LLC
Transportation services

10
<$1M 

Paradigm 
Metals**
Metal fabrication 
services

3
<$1M 

Wilco 
Recycling
Single-stream  
recycling plant

40
$6M 

CaRTS Depot
Passenger and small 
freight transportation 
services

5
<$1M 

Clark Travel
Luxury charter bus 
services

50
$10M 

CM Energies
Wind-turbine 
research and  
development center

10
<$1M 

Electric  
Reliability 
Council of Texas 
Data center expansion

n/A
$16M 

Companies the Taylor 
Economic Development 
Corp. assisted in 2010–11

The Taylor EDC has assisted 10 
companies since the beginning 
of 2010 with relocation to or 
expansion in Taylor. This equals 
more than 130 jobs and about $32 
million in capital investment.*  

Source: Taylor Economic  
Development Corp.

EDC
Continued from | 1
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Available property
Existing companies
Contracts pending

•	Land grants – The TEDC owns property that it can 
offer at a free or reduced cost for development by 
primary employers. 

•	 Infrastructure grants – These are funds reserved 
for water, wastewater, electric, telecommunications, 
roads, gas line and rail improvements. 

•	real property improvement grants – These funds 
are used for finish-out, plumbing, electrical and other 
types of general building and facility improvements.  

•	Deal-closing/relocation grants – For major impact 
projects, the EDC may provide funds for property  
acquisition, relocation of employees and/or equipment.  

•	Venture grants/Entrepreneurship grants – These 
funds are typically awarded to startup, early-stage, 
pre-revenue or emerging technology companies.  
 
* In addition to these incentives, the EDC can also 
work with the city, county and state to secure  
incentives from those entities for eligible projects.

Types of incentives offered by the 
Taylor Economic Development Corp. 

Comment at more.impactnews.com/14084

Mustang Creek Industrial Park available land 

Map not to scale

*Companies with less than $1 million in capital investment were listed as <$1 million. **The Taylor EDC did not provide incentives to these companies, but did assist them with information.
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Round Rock, TX  78665     512-610-3990
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Buy a pair of kids shoes in August
and receive a FREE water bottle. 

(while supplies last)

ROUND ROCK

Eccentrix moved into the building at 
1331 W. Second St. early this year and held 
a ribbon-cutting ceremony July 15. Kaitlin 
said having a location where customers can 
come and make payments or buy computer 
parts has already helped the company.

“When you tell a customer on a sales call 
that they can’t come and see us because 
we’re out of a home, it kind of makes it 
sound like a pretty small company,” she 
said. “Establishing a physical location 
where people can come makes us much 
more of a real company in people’s eyes.”

Jason Ford, president/CEO of the Tay-
lor EDC, said one of the reasons the EDC 
supported the Olles is because they were 
already involved in the Taylor community 
on a civic level. 

“We had confidence in what they were 
doing,” he said.

Restructuring in an economic slump
Voters authorized the creation of the Tay-

lor EDC in 1994. A nonprofit organization, 
the EDC is a subcomponent unit of the city 
and is funded with a half cent sales tax.

The EDC is a Type A corporation, mean-
ing it can assist in the creation or reten-
tion of primary jobs, which means the 
majority of the products and services are 
exported outside of Taylor. The companies 

the EDC assists must also be among a list 
of industries such as agriculture, high-
tech, manufacturing and transportation. 

When the economy took a downturn in 
2008, Ford said the EDC board instructed 
staff to visit with existing businesses in Taylor 
with the goal of retaining as many companies 
and jobs as possible. For the next two years, 
the EDC worked with the city and businesses 
to develop better programs and policies.

“We’ve really worked hard over the past 
two years to create a positive regulatory cli-
mate,” he said.

Through the changes the city and EDC 
made, Ford said they were able to streamline 
the incentive process and now attract to Tay-
lor or assist about five businesses per year. 

Although most of these businesses have 
been smaller, Ford said the EDC is still 
advertising the more than 300,000 square-
foot industrial building that Intercraft 
vacated  on Carlos G. Parker Boulevard to 
larger businesses.

“If we create a positive climate for smaller 
fish, we believe we will attract other larger 
businesses,” he said.

Land grant program
The Taylor EDC also restructured its 

“Build On Our Lot” program in 2010. The 
EDC has about 140 acres of land available, 
60 acres of which are in the Mustang Creek 
Industrial Park.

Through the program, businesses can 

obtain a forgivable loan based on the market 
value of the land. The land value is used as 
equity, and no payments on the interest or 
principal are required as long as the agreed 
upon requirements are met. After 10 years, 
the EDC will forgive the loan and convert it 
into a land grant, essentially giving the prop-
erty to the business for free.

Ford said the program gives business 
owners a competitive edge by allowing them 
to invest the money they would have oth-
erwise spent on property straight into the 
operations of the company.

KG Industries, a metal coatings manufac-
turer, is one company that took advantage of 
the land grant program, moving to Taylor 
from Wisconsin in late 2010. 

Joe Fazio, who owns KG Industries along 
with Joe Ardigo, said they considered seven 
states when deciding where to relocate. 
Fazio said Taylor and Texas offered his com-
pany of eight employees the most incentives, 
including the land grant program.

“Having [that] kind of program for a 
company this size was unusual because no 
other state offered that,” he said.

Ford said contracts are pending on three 
other lots in the industrial park.

Taylor’s economic future
Ford said assisting 10 businesses in Taylor is 

just the beginning, and he hopes to announce 
more companies in the near future.

“There’s a lot of stuff in the pipeline, and 
I’m just as encouraged by what we have in 
there,” he said. 
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Interested in a Bachelor  
of Science in Nursing?

Whether you are an RN, 
college graduate,  

or beginning college,  
we have the program  

to fit your needs.

Locations in Round Rock  
and Bryan-College Station.

Scan this QR code with your smart phone, or go to: 

nursing.tamhsc.edu
979.436.0110

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON
WILLIAMSON CENTRAL APPRAISAL DISTRICT BUDGET

� e Williamson Central Appraisal District will hold a public hearing on a 
proposed budget for the 2012 � scal year.

� e public hearing will be held on � ursday, September 8, 2011 at 9:00 am at 
625 FM 1460, Georgetown, Texas.

A summary of the appraisal district budget follows:

•  � e total amount of the proposed budget is $6,532,000.

•  � e total amount of decrease over the current year’s budget is 
 -$345,037.

•  � e number of employees compensated under the proposed   
 budget will be 64 (full-time equivalent).

•  � e number of employees compensated under the current budget   
 is 64 (full-time equivalent).

� e appraisal district is supported solely by payments from the local taxing 
units served by the appraisal district.

If approved by the appraisal district board of directors at the public hearing, 
this proposed budget will take e� ect automatically unless disapproved by the 
governing bodies of the county, school districts, cities, and towns served by the 
appraisal district.

A copy of the proposed budget is available for public inspection in the o�  ce of 
each of those governing bodies.  A copy is also available for public inspection at 
the appraisal district o�  ce and a summary is also available on our website 
www.wcad.org.

Williamson Central Appraisal District
625 FM 1460, Georgetown, Texas 78626

Metro (512) 930-3787
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College opens for classes this fall at Veterans’ Hill Elementary
By Samantha Bryant

Following a successful branch main-
tenance tax election in May, Texas State 
Technical College and Temple College 
officials have opted to start offering 
classes for the fall semester in Hutto.

Students will meet at Hutto ISD’s 
Veterans’ Hill Elementary, a campus 
the school district voted to close for 
two years because of cuts to the budget. 
Construction on the first building for 
the East Williamson County Higher 
Education Center – Hutto near Toll 130 
is expected to be complete by 2013. 

“There’s things that can happen there 
in that building [Veterans’ Hill] this 
semester, and we could not see not 
taking advantage of that building and 
getting people on the road to mov-
ing forward,” said Dr. Glenda Barron, 
Temple College president.

The higher education center in Hutto 
is a collaboration that includes Temple 
College and Texas State Technical Col-
lege. More than 70 percent of Hutto ISD 
voters approved a 5 cent tax that will go 
toward the day-to-day operation of the 
EWCHEC campus.

This fall, TSTC will provide technical 

Southwestern University continues campus improvement projects
By Community Impact Newspaper staff

Construction is continuing on reno-
vations at Southwestern University’s 
Roy and Lillie Cullen Building. The 
building, which was the first on the 
campus, was built between 1889 and 
1900 and now houses administrative 
offices and classrooms. 

The $5 million project will include 
repair or replacement of all 467 of the 
building’s windows, upgrades to the 
building’s mechanical and electrical 
systems, new restrooms, a larger elevator 
and reconfigured classroom space. 

The window repairs are scheduled to 
be completed in December, and build-
ing renovations are scheduled to start in 
August. The entire project is expected to 
be completed by the end of 2012.

The school received a grant in 2007 from 
the Cullen Trust for Higher Education that 
will be used to help fund the project. 

Southwestern received a $1 million gift 
in August from the Fondren Founda-
toin of Houston that will help fund the 
construction of a new science center. In 
June, the university received a $3 mil-
lion gift from the Cullen Foundation of 
Houston toward the project.

The university is raising $24 mil-
lion to redesign the current facility, the 
Fondren-Jones Science Building. The 
current structure was built in 1954, and 
a new wing was added to the building 
in 1999, but many of the university’s 

science laboratories are still located in 
the 1954 structure.

“Our current facilities no longer ade-
quately support today’s research-based 
curriculum,” Southwestern University 
President Jake B. Schrum said in a state-
ment. “We have excellent and dedicated 
teacher-scholars, but we need the facili-
ties to match.”

Ben Pierce, a biology professor who 
has led the design plans for the new 
building, said the new facility will allow 
for more dynamic classrooms by provid-
ing more space for research and more 
new and modern equipment. Currently 

the research labs are scattered in dif-
ferent parts of the science building, he 
said, but this new building will bring all 
of those labs closer together, which will 
allow students in separate labs to inter-
act with each other more easily. 

There will also be more classrooms 
with more flexible seating and projection 
screens in each corner of the classrooms, 
which will improve the learning process.

“We’re in the fundraising phase now, 
and we’re hoping to complete that over 
a two-year period. Construction should 
take 18 to 24 months,” Pierce said. 
“We’re looking at four to five years to 

complete this project.”
The current science programs are 

spread out among three buildings: The 
math and computer science department 
is in Mood Hall and the kinesiology 
department is in the Robertson Center, 
which is on the opposite end of campus 
from the existing science building. The 
new building will consolidate all of its 
science programs into one building.

New construction will add 37,000 square 
feet of space, and renovations of the exist-
ing space will result in the new center 
totaling more than 100,000 square feet.

Officials at Southwestern University 
said they hope the new building will 
encourage more students to study the 
sciences. About one in five students 
goes on to major in one of the natural 
sciences, making the science hall the 
second most–used academic building on 
campus, according to the university.

Construction has also begun on two 
new student parking lots. Located near 
Joe S. Mundy Hall and on Maple Street, 
the new lots will provide an additional 
100 parking spaces and are funded by a 
student parking fee increase approved by 
the university’s student congress. South-
western University spokeswoman Ellen 
Davis said the parking lots are tied to the 
school’s strategic plan to slightly increase 
student enrollment. 

instruction, and Temple College will 
have a limited offering of traditional 
academic courses. Barron said Temple 
College could offer basic courses such 
as English and math, but the courses 
offered will depend on student needs.

“The plan is to allow students to get a 
jump-start on what will be available to 
them in 2013,” Barron said.

Certificate programs offered by TSTC 
include air conditioning and refrigera-
tion technician, electrical construc-
tion, food service operations, industrial 
systems mechanic and radio communi-
cation electronics. A certificate program 
for combination welding will take place 
at the Taylor campus.

Paul Woodfin, vice president of admin-
istrative and financial services for TSTC, 
said the Texas Higher Education Coor-
dinating board approved $20.6 million 
in bonds for the construction of the first 
phase of the campus in June. The bond 
review board gave its approval July 15.

Woodfin said the TSTC board is 
scheduled to approve a bond resolution  
Aug. 5 and select an architect for the 
project. TSTC could then sell the bonds 
by Aug. 15. 

The first phase of the project includes 
a 112,000-square-foot building. Woodfin 
said he expects construction to start in 
spring 2012 and be complete by 2013. 
Final plans call for 14 buildings on the 
campus, located on donated land north 
of Hwy. 79 and east of Toll 130.

Barron said EWCHEC would bring job 
training opportunities to east Williamson 
County that are not available in the area 
right now and would benefit the region.

“One of the things that will increase 
economic development—bringing busi-
ness and industry to the area, which 
brings jobs to the area—is having a well-
educated workforce,” she said.

Barron also said she hopes the higher 
education center opening this fall at Vet-
erans’ Hill will be an asset to Hutto ISD 
by filling a building that would other-
wise would have sat vacant.

For more information about financial 
aid and course offerings this fall, call  
846-1446 or visit the campus at 555 
Limmer Loop. Classes begin Aug. 29. 
Visit www.tstc.edu/higher for more 
information.

Comment at more.impactnews.com/14075
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Temple College and Texas State Technical College 
will hold classes at Veterans’ Hill Elementary this fall.

Southwestern University is raising funds to build a new science center, as seen in this conceptual drawing.
Comment at more.impactnews.com/14073
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Central Texas college and university news

1  Auguste Escoffier  
School of Culinary Arts

On June 1, the Culinary Academy of Austin became 
known as the Auguste Escoffier School of Culinary Arts.

 Campus director Stephen King said Triumph Higher 
Education Group bought the school a year ago and 
revamped the program for smaller class sizes. There 
are 120 students enrolled and 13 chef instructors. 
The school offers 15-month culinary arts or six-month 
baking/pastry arts programs. The school launched its 
Home Cook program July 8. 
6020 Dillard Circle, Austin 
451-5743 • www.escoffier.edu 

2  The Art Institute of Austin
The Art Institute of Austin launched a new degree 

program for student gaming enthusiasts last spring.
The institute introduced its Bachelor of Fine Arts 

in game art and design. Academic Director Bill Byrne 
credited the area’s growing gaming industry as the main 
catalyst for the launch of the program.

“Austin is the Hollywood of games,” Byrne said. “We 
have dozens of game studios in the area. We want to do 
everything possible to ensure our students are ready to 
compete for entry-level positions in the game industry.”

Students will have the opportunity to learn from 
faculty who are professionals working at studios such as 
Sony and EA Bioware. 
101 W. Louis Henna Blvd., Austin
691-1707 • www.artinstitutes.edu/austin

3  Concordia University Texas 
After Concordia University Texas relocated to the 

389-acre Austin Hill Country Reserve in 2007, the 
school’s leaders created a plan that expressed their 
desired growth in the new space.

Concordia’s 30-year master plan seeks to address 
what to do with student housing, parking, office and 
classroom space. It will also focus on the expansion of 
athletics and other amenities.

This year, the administration will revise the plan and 
consider linking buildings together, building vertically and 
enclosing the walkway that bisects the campus.
11400 Concordia University Drive, Austin
313-3000 • www.concordia.edu

4  EWCHEC–Hutto
See Page 19 for updates.

555 Limmer Loop, Hutto 
846-1446 • www.ewchec.com

5  Huston-Tillotson University
Huston-Tillotson University will bring back its 

Bachelor of Arts in communication degree this fall. The 
updated major integrates contemporary applications 
across multiple platforms for the next wave of media 
professionals seeking education. The school will also 
simultaneously open its new communication center that 

will be housed in the Agard-Lovinggood Building. 
“Students interested in studying communication 

at Huston-Tillotson University will be offered every 
opportunity to develop their skills to meet the challenges 
of contemporary media and remain competitive in a highly 
competitive field,” said Dr. Carol Adams Means, Huston-
Tillotson associate professor of communication arts.
900 Chicon St., Austin
505-3000 • www.htu.edu 

South University
A new Round Rock campus of South University, 

which appeared to be a done deal as recently as last 
November, is in limbo as parent company Education 
Management Corp. examines its options. Originally 
scheduled to begin classes last spring, the campus 
location at Frontera Vista fell through. Transwestern, the 
company that managed the buildings—now owned by 
Emerson Process Management—declined comment.

“We’re continuing to evaluate options, but I’m not in a 
position to provide any details at this time,” said Heather 
Askew, communications director for South University.

6  Southwestern University
See Page 19 for updates.

1001 E. University Ave., Georgetown
863-6511 • www.southwestern.edu

7  St. Edward’s University 
St. Edward’s University helps students prepare to 

be a part of the digital media world through two new 
programs. The Bachelor of Business Administration in 
Digital Media Management, which launched in fall 2010, 
and the Bachelor of Arts in Interactive Game Studies 
that begins this fall both give students an opportunity to 
study the technologically savvy world of video games. 

The programs are in response to a growing need in 
the industry for professionals who have a creative as 
well as a business and management background, said 
Gregg Perry, an assistant professor of digital media 
management at St. Edward’s. 
3001 S. Congress Ave., Austin
448-8400 • www.stedwards.edu 

8  Texas A&M Health Science Center
The Texas A&M Health Science Center Round Rock 

campus, which trains third- and fourth-year medical 
students, is on its way to offering graduate medical 
education. The College of Medicine has submitted an 
application to offer an accredited residency/graduate 
program in preventative medicine.

The Round Rock campus also launched a nursing 
program in summer 2010 in which registered nurses 
with an associate degree can earn their bachelor’s 
degree in nursing.
3950 N. A.W. Grimes Blvd., Round Rock
341-4200 • http://medicine.tamhsc.edu/campuses/rr/
index.html

9  Texas State University-San Marcos
Texas State University-San Marcos named Eugene 

J. Bourgeois II as the new provost and vice president of 
academic affairs in May. Bourgeois assumed his new 
position in July when former Provost Perry Moore began 
his new role as the Texas State University System’s vice 
chancellor of academic affairs. 

In May, the TSUS Board of Regents approved designs 
for the Center for Research Commercialization that will 
be located on a 40-acre site owned by the university at 
Hunter Road and McCarty Lane in San Marcos. The new 
facility will serve as a technology accelerator for startup 
and early-stage businesses and will provide tenants 
access to labs, clean rooms and office space. 
601 University Drive, San Marcos 
245-2111 • www.txstate.edu

10  Texas State University’s St. David’s 
School of Nursing 

Texas State University’s St. David’s School of Nursing 
will begin its second year this fall, serving about 100 
more students at the campus in Round Rock.

The school offers bachelor’s degrees in nursing, 
and school officials say they hope to offer graduate 
programs once the school receives national 
accreditation in spring 2012.

The three-story, 79,000-square-foot building includes 

modern simulation labs equipped with the latest health 
care and computer technology.

Marla Erbin-Roesemann, director of the nursing 
school, said the university plans to construct two 
additional buildings to house the remainder of the 
College of Health professions and establish Round Rock 
as the Health Professions campus for Texas State.  
1555 University Blvd., Round Rock 
716-4000 • www.rrhec.txstate.edu

11  The University of Texas
The state budget passed by the 82nd Legislature 

reduced The University of Texas at Austin’s budget 
by $92 million for the biennium. The state currently 
supports 14 percent of UT’s budget. By the 2011–12 
fiscal year, that support will drop to 13.3 percent.

President Bill Powers said in a statement that UT 
anticipated the cuts and acted proactively by reducing 
spending by more than 10 percent.

“While we have done our best to protect UT’s 
academic programs, our students will encounter 
reduced student services, course offerings and financial 
aid,” Powers said.
2400 Inner Campus Drive, Austin
475-7348 • www.utexas.edu
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Highland Mall site is key to aCC growth

By Joe Olivieri
Austin Community College students 

may take classes in the Highland Mall 
property in a few years.

The district plans to use the former 
Dillard’s and Macy’s buildings, located off 
of Airport Boulevard near the junction 
of I-35 and Koenig Lane, as a temporary 
home for classes displaced by future cam-
pus renovations. The district will renovate 
the sites using bonds from a 2013 or 2014 
election and use the spaces for about 12 
years, according to a February overview of 
the facility master plan.

Bill Mullane, ACC’s executive director 
of facilities and construction, said campus 
expansions usually result in temporarily 
decreasing the student population due to a 
lack of classroom space.

By having so-called “swing” space, “we 
can put the students in [there] for the dura-
tion of construction and then move them 
back to the campus,” he said.

Moves to and from swing spaces would 
occur during summers, when enrollment is 
lower, according to the facility master plan. 

Neil Vickers, associate vice president 
of finance and budget, said swing space is 
a key part of implementing the district’s 
long-term plans.

“We are analyzing the [mall] property 
we have and will close on,” he said. “We are 
moving ahead with programming, identi-
fying what type of spaces we can provide 
and consolidating administrative offices.

“That’s going to take into early next year, 
beginning with a design process and reno-
vation next steps.”

Plans for upgrades
According to the facility master plan 

overview, “The Austin Community College 
District relies on master planning to man-
age growth and change through compre-
hensive strategic planning processes which 
are closely aligned with the institution’s 
purpose and mission.”

In July, ACC’s board of trustees adopted 

its full 2012 –14 master plan, the district’s 
guiding document to meet its goals and 
mission. Those goals include expanding 
capacity, enhancing student success and 
expanding fiscal capacity through bond 
programs and annexations.

Another main goal is to increase space 
to meet future enrollment projections. In 
2010, the district enrolled 44,100 students. 
ACC is projected to have 52,750 students 
by 2015 and 65,952 a decade after that.

Consistent with census data, much of 
that growth is predicted to come from 
suburban areas, Mullane said. 

To address that growth, the district 
plans to expand the Round Rock campus 
and build new campuses in Leander, Elgin 
and Kyle, called the Hays Campus.

The Elgin Campus is expected to open 
in August 2013, and the Hays Campus may 
open in 2014, according to the master plan.

Mullane and Vickers said many of 
the master plan’s recommendations do 
not necessarily increase capacity but do 
improve facilities. 

The facility master plan recommends 
increasing the amount of gross square feet 
of space per student.

It states that ACC campuses average 
less than 35 gross square feet per student. 
When all construction and renovation is 
complete, the district expects to provide  
50 gross square feet per student. 

The plan calls for adding 26,200 to 
352,600 gross square feet to older cam-
puses. Those figures include classroom 
spaces as well as study spaces, computer 
labs, libraries and recreational spaces.

“We want to get additional space for the 
students. We are adding more learning labs 

and places where students study and spend 
time. They need more of it,” Mullane said.

Parking improvements
The college plans to improve parking 

wherever possible as well. 
“At the new campuses, we rely on surface 

parking,” Vickers said. “We are trying to 
acquire significantly large spaces at Elgin 
and Hays. If we wind up growing past 
10,000 to 12,000 [students], the optimum 
size for a campus, we may have to build a 
parking structure.”

The master plan suggests building or 
expanding structured parking to free up 
ground space on campuses where neigh-
boring land is impractical or impossible to 
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“We want to get additional space for 
the students ...They need more of it.”

—Bill Mullane
 ACC’s executive director 

 of facilities and construction

acquire. It recommends more structured 
parking at the Cypress Creek, Eastview, 
Northridge, Pinnacle, Rio Grande and 
South Austin campuses. 

Existing spaces
Mullane said the most intriguing part 

of the plan is renovating existing spaces.
“Using the mall and temporary cam-

puses, we can move instructions and all 
functions at a part of a campus there ... 
while we can upgrade facilities,” he said. 
“If we are able to do that sequentially over 
the next 10 to 14 years, we can get all of our 
existing campuses where they need to be.”

Source: ACC

12

NOW ENROLLING 
Ages 6 weeks - 6 years 
Preschool - 1st Grade

• Montessori & Texas Certifi ed and 
specialized teachers with degrees 
(BS, Masters).

• Educators experienced in 
language, math, science, art, & 
music.

• Extracurricular activities 
(gymnastics, Spanish, Hindi, 
yoga, dance & piano.)

Round Rock Montessori School

1818 Sam Bass Rd. • 512-733-1818 • www.rrmstx.com

ol
Established 

1996

Infant 
Nursery 

Open



Technology, teaching 
among fastest-growing 
careers in Central Texas

By Tiffany Young
Of the projected 25 fastest-growing, 

highest-paid occupations in Central Texas 
between 2009 and 2019, 16 of them require 
a bachelor’s degree or a doctorate, accord-
ing to a 2009 study by employment and 
economic analysis firm Economic Mod-
elling Specialists Inc. developed for E3 
Alliance. E3 Alliance, Education Equals 
Economics, is an organization focused on 
the entire regional educational system.

Nursing and teaching are among the 
fastest-growing fields. Recent budget cuts 
for government-related careers are not 
expected to affect the growing need for 
teachers in the region by much because 
people are still moving to the area, said 
Drew Scheberle, senior vice president of 
education and talent development for the 
Greater Austin Chamber of Commerce. 

Scheberle and E3 Alliance Director of 
Analysis and Alignment Hannah Gourgey 
both agree that many of the high-paying, 
fast-growing careers will require some 
post-secondary training. 

“We have determined by 2018, this 
region alone is going to need 15,000 more 
STEM-related [Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Mathematics–related] 
positions,” Gourgey said. 

She said high school students should get 
the broadest outlook on careers they can 
when making post–high school plans. 

“Understanding the emerging fields, 
such as green technology, I think, is really 
important. But [you should] also recognize 
where your aptitudes are and try to figure 
out how they connect to the career oppor-
tunities in Central Texas,” Gourgey said. 

For students who do not pursue higher 
education, the retail and food service 
industries are also projected to grow.

“[These industries] don’t require a high 
threshold of education, but the wages are 
low and there’s no career growth in it,” 

Gourgey said. 
She said increasingly employers are 

expecting their employees to have some 
form of higher education to compete and 
that responsibility for learning, work 
ethics, problem-solving, critical thinking, 
persistence and task completion are highly 
valued workforce readiness skills.

“A growing consensus of employers, 

teachers, faculty and community practitio-
ners argue that these qualities are essential 
ingredients to success,” Gourgey said. 

Scheberle added knowing multiple lan-
guages, basic programming and technical 
writing to the list of skills needed. 

He said graduating high school students 
should think before enrolling in liberal 
arts, unless there is a clear plan in its use.

“My recommendation is to have a clear 
exit plan for a graduate education,” Sche-
berle said. 

The Chamber is conducting a study by 
interviewing 80 companies about their tal-
ent needs and how to meet those needs. 

“We want to make sure we are solving 
problems that exist and not ones we think 
exist,” Scheberle said. 

 Source: E3 Alliance and Economic Modelling Specialists Inc.

                                            

                                                occupation Additional 
jobs 
2009–19

Average 
annual 
salary

Some 
college

Associate 
degree

Bachelor’s 
degree

Doctorate or 
1st professional 
degree

Additional training 
or certificate

Post-secondary teachers 5,184 $65,000 •

Computer software engineers, applications 3,619 $89,190 •

Accountants and auditors 3,207 $52,790 •

Registered nurses 3,170 $59,925 • Licensing exam

Elementary school teachers, except special education 3,090 $54,205 • Licensing exam

Computer systems analysts 2,539 $70,512 •

Sales representatives, services, all other 2,356 $50,606 •

Sales representatives, wholesale and manufacturing, 
except technical and scientific products

2,236 $53,664 •

Personal financial advisers 1,972 $43,992 •

Computer software engineers, systems software 1,852 $87,922 •

Business operation specialists, all other 1,784 $64,064 •

Network systems and data communications analysts 1,444 $56,368 •

Lawyers 1,326 $82,659 • Licensing exam

Middle school teachers, except special and vocational 
education

1,320 $55,827 • Licensing exam

Police and sheriff’s patrol officers 1,251 $40,206 • On-the-job training

Construction managers 1,225 $50,482 •

Securities, commodities and financial services 1,175 $49,712 •

Industrial engineers 1,173 $79,706 •

Secondary school teachers, except special and          
vocational education

1,157 $58,094 • Licensing exam

Physicians and surgeons 1,071 $135,970 • Licensing exam

Financial analysts 1,019 $65,686 •

Network and computer systems administrators 964 $57,387 •

Firefighters 944 $42,141 • On-the-job training

Computer support specialists 937 $42,266 •

Sales representatives, wholesale and manufacturing, 
technical and scientific products

779 $79,747 •

$

Projected 25 fastest-growing, highest-paid occupations in central texas from 2009–19

Regional  HigHer education    Focus 2011
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Are you a working student trying to  
balance college, work and family life? 
Finish your bachelor’s degree or earn  your master’s degree  
in Round Rock. Our evening, Saturday and online classes  
at the Round Rock Higher Education Center are geared  
for you and your lifestyle.

For application deadlines go to www.rrhec.txstate.edu.

Registration  begins soon

www.rrwsl.org
www.facebook.com/RRWSL

all skill levels  •  ages 18 and up

FUN, 
for womenFRIENDLY SOCCER

Competitive and 
recreational teams
7v7, 11v11
Over 30 and 
Over 40 divisions
All games played at 
Old Settlers Park 
in Round Rock

for the upcoming season!

Visit our website for more 
information about registration.

1. Seton Family of Doctors at Georgetown  
 NOW OPEN!

2. Seton Family of Doctors at Williamson

3. Seton Family of Doctors at Forest Creek
Adults Only  

4. Seton Family of Doctors at Stone Hill

Seton Care 

For more information, please visit SetonFamilyofDoctors.com.

Four Convenient Locations 
Serving Williamson County

I-
35 13

0

Georgetown

Round Rock

To Austin

To Hutto

2

1

3

4

Stone Hill & Williamson clinics offer 
comprehensive cardiac care by the specialists of

For appointments, please call (512) 324-4812. 
SetonFamilyofDoctors.com
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Parco Ace Hardware 
2950 Williams Drive,  
Georgetown
863-4505 
www.acehardware.com

River Bend Dr.

W
illiam
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J ason Millegan went to his first 
Ace Hardware tradeshow with 
his parents in 1980. He was two 

weeks old.
“Everyone was amazed that we had a 

newborn baby there,” his mother, Judy, said. 
She said five generations of her family 

have worked in the hardware and con-
struction business, from her grandfather, 
John Thomas Parker Sr., who opened 
Parker Lumber Company in Houston in 
the ’20s, to his 14-year-old great, great 
grandson, Zachary Parker, who is now 
working part time at the Ace Hardware 
store at 2950 Williams Drive.

Judy and her husband, Johnny, own 
the Ace Hardware on Williams Drive. 
Their son Jason manages the store. Also 
called Parco, a combination of the words 
Parker and company, the hardware store 
was incorporated into Ace Hardware in 
1977 to help lower prices and get brand 
recognition. 

“So many people are coming to George-
town to retire, and they already had an 
Ace [Hardware] in their town, so they 
recognize it,” he said.

Jason said customer service is a priority 
for his hardware store. Coin-operated 
candy machines and the smell of free 
popcorn give the store a welcoming vibe.

The store features home improvement, 
paint, lumber, hardware, plumbing, heat-
ing and cooling, tools and home goods 
departments. 

The Millegans opened a garden and 
landscaping department about two years 
ago. Jason visits in- and out-of-state 
wholesalers to select pottery, metalwork, 

Jason Millegan (left) manages Parco Ace Hardware, which is owned by his parents, Judy and Johnny Millegan.

statues and masonry products for the 
store. He purchases plants from local, 
family-owned growers.

Judy said her grandfather opened the 
original lumberyard in Houston in 1925.  
After moving to the Highlands and then 
to the Lakeway area, Parker Sr. and his 
wife, Addie, purchased 375 acres west 
of Georgetown in 1946 and opened a 
lumberyard with two of his sons and his 
son-in-law at 1910 S. Austin Ave. Judy 
said a drought in the 1950s slowed the 
local economy.

“It caused business to really slump and 
they closed the business,” she said.

In the ’60s, Judy’s father, Harold, 
opened a lumberyard on Ranch Road, 
which he relocated to Williams Drive 
about 10 years later. He added a small 
retail store in 1972. His brother J.T. Parker 
Jr. and J.T.’s son John T. Parker III also 
worked with him at what was then known 
as Parco Home Center.

Harold, who died in 1990, was involved 
in the school board and was a charter 
member of Crestview Baptist Church, 
which now sits on land the family donated 
in the ’60s. 

Through the Parker Development 
Company, the family built homes in the 
Crestview, Country Club Acres, River 
Bend and Quail Meadows subdivi-
sions. They have also built commercial 
buildings along University Avenue and 
structures including the gazebo in San 
Gabriel Park. 

Through the years, Judy said all the 
family members have worked at the hard-
ware store at one time or another.

“This has always been the anchor, and all 
the other businesses tie into it,” Judy said.

By Samantha Bryant

Parco Ace 
Hardware 
Family builds on five  
generations of business

BUSINESS
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Dr. Anthony Bain has a history of working 
with pediatrics and special needs patients in 
the surrounding Austin area. His expertise in 
pediatric dentistry has been positively welcomed 
in the community, as well as throughout 
statewide circulated publications.

Kids love our state of the art facility, gaming 
arcade and assortment of movies while they 
are getting their teeth polished to perfection. 
Parents enjoy our beverage bar, WiFi and 
magazine selection while they wait in our 
relaxing lobby.

Now that school is starting up, appointments will 
  ll quickly! Whether it is just for a teeth cleaning 
or an emergency last minute appointment, don’t 
be left sweating trying to reserve a spot for your 
child. Call Dr. Bain’s o�  ce today and we will   t 
your child in!

619 S. Heatherwilde Blvd. • Pflugerville, Tx 78660 
Phone 512-989-6900 • Fax 512-989-6901

www.drbainpediatricdentist.com
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This year Dr. Bain was honored by P ugerville Independent School District 
for Community Partner of the year for Highland Park Elementary and 

Business Partner of the year for Timmerman!

“Rock Solid... Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow”
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Heart to Heart Bed and Breakfast
Taylor couple offers getaway spot for travelers, couples

I n a small residential neighborhood 
in Taylor, Teri and David Svoboda, 
the owners of Heart to Heart Bed and 

Breakfast, opened their business nearly 10 
months ago as a getaway for those needing 
to work on their relationships. 

The Svobodas initially started their busi-
ness as a ministry to help other couples; 
they wanted to give those working on rela-
tionships a place to go and reunite, which 
they believe was the best therapy within 
their own marriage. 

“I think couples need to get away with 
each other alone and with other couples 
sometimes,” Teri said. “It’s kind of a process 
over the years; you’re never finished work-
ing on your marriage or your relationship.”

Teri and David said the bed and break-
fast is not only a place for married couples 
but also for families and friends as well. 
While Wi-Fi is offered in the two available 
rooms, there are no televisions because 
the couple hopes the quiet will give people 
the chance to talk and get to know each 
other better.

Originally from Iowa, the Svobodas 
moved to Killeen nearly 12 years ago and 
began considering the idea of opening a 

BUSINESS

By Caitlin Perrone

Heart to Heart Bed and Breakfast owners David and Teri Svoboda will celebrate 30 years of marriage in 
September. The couple opened the bed and breakfast in October 2010.
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Heart to Heart  
Bed and Breakfast
829 McClure St., Taylor 
309-4419
www.hearttoheartbb.com

bed and breakfast. They eventually settled 
on Taylor for its small-town feel. 

The couple purchased the house at 829 
McClure St. in May 2010 and opened the 
business in October. 

Teri’s love of decorating and garden-
ing and the couple’s mutual enjoyment of 
interacting with their guests made owning 
a bed and breakfast a natural fit, they said. 

David is the primary chef, a skill he was 
able to hone while he served in the military. 
He also attended a baking school in Min-
neapolis after his time in the service.

The flexibility of owning a bed and 
breakfast is also a perk, they said.

“If family from out of town comes in, I 
have two beautiful rooms for them to stay 
in,” Teri said. “It doesn’t always have to be a 
public house; it’s where we live, also.”

Many people from larger cities enjoy 
staying at Heart to Heart because they 
desire a place that is quiet, she said. 

“In the Austin [and] Round Rock 
areas, there’s always something going 
on,” David said. “This is the country, but 
it’s close enough to the city to be handy 
and do things, but you still don’t have to 
put up with [the city].”

The house is also available for baby and 
bridal showers, teas and luncheons. The 
couple recently built a gazebo in their 
backyard to start offering wedding pack-
ages. Teri is planning on having an open 
house for local businesses in the wedding 
industry to see the business. 

Teri chose the name Heart to Heart 
because of her fondness for hearts. She 
has been collecting them for years and 
has more than 100 heart-shaped objects 
throughout the house. 

“You think about the heart with emotion 
and relationships, and that’s just really 

important to me, people and relation-
ships,” Teri said. “There are different types 
of relationships for people who will come 
to stay here, mother-daughter, friends, 
married couples, so Heart to Heart seemed 
like ‘from you to me,’ it can be taken so 
many different ways.”

AUSTIN
ARC Far West 
Medical Tower
6811 Austin Center Blvd., 
Suite 410
Austin, TX 78731
Phone: 512.324.2705

ARC South
3828 South 1st St.
Austin, TX 78704
Phone: 512.443.1311

Ladera Park
11673 Jollyville Rd., 
Suite 205-B
Austin, TX 78759
Phone: 512.345.8888

Medical Park Tower
1301 West 38th St., 
Suite 400
Austin, TX 78705
Phone: 512.324.3440

Southwest Health Plaza I
7900 FM 1826, 
Suite 170
Austin, TX 78737
Phone: 512.324.9250

BASTROP
Seton Bastrop Health 
Plaza
441 Hwy 71 W., Suite C
Bastrop, TX 78602 
Phone: 512.324.3440 

BURNET
Seton Burnet 
Specialty Clinic
200 CR 340A, Bldg. 2, 
Suite A
Burnet, TX 78611
Phone: 512.715.3032

LOCKHART
Seton Family of 
Doctors at Lockhart
209 Church Street, 
Suite A
Lockhart, TX 78644
Phone: 512.504.0860
 
LULING
Seton Family of 
Doctors at Luling
711 Hackberry Street
Luling, TX 78644
Phone: 512.504.0860

GIDDINGS
Giddings Professional 
Crossing
219 A. East Railroad
Giddings Texas 78942
Phone: 979.542.9000

KYLE
Seton Family of 
Doctors at Hays
5103 Kyle Center Drive, 
Suite 108
Kyle, TX 78640
Phone: 512.504.0860

PFLUGERVILLE
Seton Family of 
Doctors at Stone Hill
1512 Town Center Drive, 
Suite 100
Pflugerville, TX 78660
Phone: 512.324.4812

ROUND ROCK
ARC Round Rock
940 Hesters Crossing
Round Rock, TX 78681 
Phone: 512.324.2705 

Seton Williamson 
Medical Plaza 1
301 Seton Parkway, 
Suite 302
Round Rock, TX 78665
Phone: 512.324.4812

For more than 25 years, the Seton Healthcare Family has been a 
regional leader in advanced care for heart failure. Now the Seton 
Heart Institute offers you convenient access to top cardiovascular 
specialists close to home. From prevention and diagnosis to 
treatment and follow-up care, we’re caring for hearts all across 
Central Texas.

For appointments, please call the clinic nearest you. Chances are, 
we’re just around the corner.

CARING FOR THE 
HEART OF TEXAS

L E A D E R S  AT  H E A R T
SetonHeart.com
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Howdy’s crab-stuffed mushrooms ($7.99) are one 
of co-owner Ken Hennington’s favorite dishes. 

Leave it to Edith, located next door to Howdy’s, 
provides desserts for the restaurant.

DINING

Howdy’s restaurant/Pub
Longtime friends offer family-friendly fare at restaurant

Howdy’s co-owner Ken Hennington purchased the restaurant in November 2010 with his childhood friend 
Chris Perry. The pair kept the menu mostly the same but revamped some of the recipes. 

A friendship that started in the 1980s 
at Pflugerville Elementary School   
 with afternoons spent playing 

basketball and riding bikes now has two 
lifelong friends making new memories at 
Howdy’s Restaurant/Pub.

When Chris Perry wanted to bring his 
friend Ken Hennington from California 
back to Central Texas, he used the lure of 
owning a restaurant to give Hennington 
the final push. Hennington returned in 
June 2010, and by November, the two had 
purchased Howdy’s from former owners 
Richard Kaleta and Teresa Hawkes.

The menu retains many customer favor-
ites, but Hennington has adapted many of 
the recipes with his own twist, he said. 

Hennington, a seasoned restaurant man-
ager in Southern California, serves and 
entertains patrons daily. Perry is a princi-
pal with Aquila Commercial Real Estate.

“We’ve been best friends since we were 
10 years old and went to Pflugerville 

[Elementary School],” Hennington said. 
“We’ve never had an argument. That’s how 
strong our bond is.”

The food has garnered good feedback 
from several regulars, Hennington said, 
including Taylor residents Robert and 
Cherie Stebbins.

“The food and the customer service are 
phenomenal. Ken always takes care of us 
when we come in,” Robert Stebbins said.

Hennington said he has worked to create 
an environment that supports families 
wanting a filling meal and patrons who 
may want to sit back and watch one of the 
three HDTVs. Howdy’s also features several 
premium beer selections from across the 
United States and Europe.

To keep ingredients and food fresh, Hen-
nington does not use food distributors like 
many restaurants and instead hand-picks 
ingredients to provide the highest quality.

“I tell everyone I have the best food in 
this town,” Hennington said.

By Victor O’Brien

Ken Hennington’s Top 5
1. Prime Rib ($15.99): A 16-ounce, king-
cut beef rib in mushroom au jus

2. Crab-stuffed mushrooms ($7.99): Baked 
mushrooms filled with crab meat stuffing

3. Texas Holdem’ ($8.99): Sliced prime rib 
dipped in mushroom gravy and topped 
with jalapeños and melted pepperjack 
cheese

4. Mixed greens garden salad ($3): Mixed 
baby greens, pickled asparagus, diced 
red bell pepper, croutons, tomatoes and 
choice of dressing

5. Ooey-Gooey Butter Bar ($4): The Leave 
it to Edith specialty is a buttery, sweet 
combination of cheesecake and cake

Dessert du jour
Leave it to Edith serves up the desserts for 
Howdy’s in a partnership that helps the local 
businesses support one another. 

“[Ken Hennington] tells everybody that we 
supply his stuff for him on a regular basis, 
which is awesome. It’s all about the small 
business, getting people to shop local as 
much as we can and helping each other 
out. We promote that as much as possible,” 
Leave it to Edith’s co-owner Steve 
Marsaglia said. 

Marsaglia co-owns the bakery with his 
wife, Edith. 

The Howdy’s dessert mainstay is the Ooey-
Gooey Butter Bar, a buttery cheesecake 
and cake combination 

On special occasions, Hennington asks 
Leave it to Edith to concoct unique 
desserts. For Valentine’s Day, the bakery 
crafted a champagne and roses cake/
parfait that featured cooked rose petals 
and cake icing made with champagne. 

“With him, if he says, ‘Hey, I’m doing a beef 
wellington. What can I do with that?’ We 
start discussing the opportunities and see 
what he is going to do,” Marsaglia said. 

Leave it to Edith’s baking repertoire 
features specialty cakes, shaped cakes, 
cookies, cake balls, assorted cupcakes, 

Howdy’s restaurant/Pub
205 East St., Hutto
680-9811 
www.howdyshutto.com
Lunch: Mon.–Fri. 11 a.m.–2 p.m.; 
Dinner: Tue.–Sat. 4–9 p.m.
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dessert bars, muffins, croissants, tres leches 
and ice cream sandwiches. 

“In a community where you have small-
business owners, it’s best to have working 
relationships so that there is no fear of 
competition, and everyone is just looking out 
for each other,” Hennington said. 
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95
Carlos G. Parker Blvd.

T. H. Johnson Dr.
Northpark Blvd.

REAL ESTATE

Summerfield (north Park)
Taylor – 76574

Build-out year: Not built out

Builders: KB Homes 

Number of homes: 104 

Square footage: 1,101–5,416

Home values: $92,752–$200,075

HOA dues (estimated): $4.50 per year 
mandatory

Amenities: Clubhouse, community pool, 
playground

Attractions: Taylor Regional Park and  
Sports Complex

Property taxes:

City of Taylor 0.813893 
Williamson County 0.459999 
Williamson County FM/RD 0.030000 
Taylor ISD 1.470000 
Total (per $100 value) _____________2.773892

Schools:

Northside Early Childhood Center 
Naomi Paseman Elementary  
T.H. Johnson Elementary  
Taylor Middle School 
Taylor High School

802 Yosemite Trail $160,000
5 Bedroom / 3 Bath 2,943 sq. ft.
Agent: Milton Head
913-3535

910 Yellowstone Drive $149,900
4 Bedroom / 2 Bath 2,409 sq. ft.
Agent: Donna Brasfield 
940-3363

913 Yellowstone Drive $275,000
5 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath 5,390 sq. ft.
Agent: Lolita Amazeen
415-9317

807 Yellowstone Drive $159,900
4 Bedroom / 2.5 Bath 2,790 sq. ft.
Agent: John Little
637-8400

no. of homes 
for sale

no. of homes 
under contract

Avg. days on 
the market

8 6 199

no. of homes sold 
in the last year

Square footage
Low/High

Selling price
Low/High

8 1,244/4,093 $68,500/$144,900

on the market  (As of July 31, 2011)

Featured homesoverview

Home sales  (July 31, 2010–July 31, 2011)Data compiled by 
Nason Hengst 

Keller Williams 
775-7900 

nason@nasoncompany.com 

Market Data Georgetown, Hutto and Taylor

Price range

number of homes for sale Average days on the market

georgetown Hutto Taylor georgetown Hutto Taylor

Less than $100,000 18 12 40 164 97 140

$100 - $149,999 79 75 40 82 96 123

$150 - $199,999 143 42 13 106 116 243

$200 - $299,999 185 25 21 100 67 147

$300 - $399,999 97 9 12 125 116 112

$400 - $499,999 58 3 1 114 56 390

$500 - $749,999 44 2 2 144 57 60

$750 - $999,999 21 2 1 203 238 138

$1 million + 17 2 1 134 279 116

Month

number of homes sold Average price

georgetown Hutto Taylor georgetown Hutto Taylor

July 2011 91 35 15 $243,130 $149,084 $101,837

July 2010 56 20 10 $219,695 $131,853 $129,046

June 2011 109 36 17 $227,628 $127,250 $128,606

May 2011 83 29 8 $242,855 $181,671 $153,888

April 2011 77 25 13 $207,312 $120,406 $84,212

March 2011 74 29 13 $232,013 $138,960 $89,993

Feb. 2011 56 15 8 $196,568 $158,157 $83,138

Jan. 2011 54 21 8 $246,471 $139,860 $116,963

Dec. 2010 83 34 8 $251,577 $144,339 $102,850

on the market  (July 1–31, 2011) Monthly home sales

Market Data provided by 
Nicole Boynton

Austin Suburban Properties 
289-4663 | nicole@512buyhome.com

Mallard Ln.

2010 Business Return 

not done? 
September 15 is coming fast 

– call us!

Gary R. Brown, CMA, CPA, CITP, PFS • 5353 Williams Dr., Suite 200, Georgetown

512-930-3003 • www.gbrowncpa.com

Let us take your accounting to the “CLOUDS”! We can host your accounting program.

Remember 
estimates, 
minimize 
penalties!
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Property Listings ZIP code guide
78626 East Georgetown
78628 West Georgetown
78633 Northwest/Lake Georgetown area
78634 Hutto
76574 Taylor

201 Ranier, Georgetown $143,000

205 Palmetto Drive, Georgetown $249,950

1117 Third St., Taylor $89,900

114 Park Place Drive, Georgetown $525,000

ZIP code City Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Price Sq. ft. Agent Phone Agency

78626 Georgetown Churchill Farms 114 Trotter Drive 4br/2ba $174,900 2,722 Don Johnson 818-0812 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78626 Georgetown Crystal Knoll Terrace 305 Juniper St. 3br/2ba $113,500 1,258 Alice Bertucci 630-7970 Keller Williams Realty

78628 Georgetown Berry Creek 30220 Briarcrest Drive 3br/2ba $225,000 1,862 Pete Martin 818-2015 ERA Colonial Real Estate

78628 Georgetown Escalera Ranch 213 Escalera Parkway 4br/4ba $734,500 3,856 Cathie Ward 646-1320 RE/MAX Capital City II

78628 Georgetown Gabriels Overlook 114 Park Place Drive 5br/4ba $525,000 4,452 Pamela Drawbaugh 415-4466 Austin City Living

78628 Georgetown Gabriels Overlook 210 Summer Wood Court 4br/3ba $359,900 3,019 Aileen Albert 789-5553 Keller Williams Realty

78628 Georgetown River Bend 217 John Thomas 4br/3ba $365,000 3,415 Mary Fietek 439-3637 Keller Williams Realty

78628 Georgetown Riverview Estates 309 Riverview Drive 4br/3ba $275,000 2,491 Paula Thomas 818-1717 Prudential Texas Realty

78628 Georgetown Villages of Berry Creek 30206 Briarcrest 3br/2ba $315,000 2,800 Suzette Gabriel 635-1197 RE/MAX Centx Assoc.

78628 Georgetown Wood Ranch 130 D B Wood Road 4br/3ba $389,900 3,407 Russell Phillips 698-7877 Keller Williams Realty

78633 Georgetown Fountainwood Estates 3012 Fountainwood Drive 3br/2ba $280,000 2,002 Glenda DuBose 970-1057 Keller Williams Realty

78633 Georgetown Sun City 107 Sunflower St. 2br/2ba $315,000 2,427 Jeanette Geron 966-6145 ERA Colonial Real Estate

78633 Georgetown Sun City 201 Ranier 3br/2ba $143,000 1,328 Don Stacy 869-0223 The Stacy Group

78633 Georgetown Sun City 212 Bonham Loop 2br/2ba $145,000 1,397 Patti Witte 630-5959 Keller Williams Realty

78633 Georgetown Sun City 104 Honey Creek Trail 2br/2ba $143,950 1,397 Pokey Delwaide 818-9300 ERA Colonial Real Estate

78633 Georgetown Sun City 110 Hummingbird Cove 2br/2ba $183,900 1,755 Cay Melanson 966-0295 The Stacy Group

78633 Georgetown Sun City 111 Timber Hitch Court 4br/2ba $350,000 2,598 Jeanette Geron 966-6145 ERA Colonial Real Estate

78633 Georgetown Sun City 203 Salt Creek Lane 3br/2ba $159,500 1,388 Jeanette Geron 966-6145 ERA Colonial Real Estate

78633 Georgetown Sun City 243 Monument Hill Trail 3br/2ba $159,900 1,404 Cay Melanson 966-0295 The Stacy Group

78633 Georgetown Sun City 304 Cooper Lake Drive 3br/2ba $239,900 1,888 Paula Paulette 966-8321 RE/MAX Centx Assoc.

78633 Georgetown Sun City 306 Cooper Lake Drive 2br/2ba $229,000 1,712 Jane Sissons 635-9068 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78633 Georgetown Sun City 205 Palmetto Drive 2br/2ba $249,950 1,712 Pokey Delwaide 818-9300 ERA Colonial Real Estate

78633 Georgetown Sun City 410 Independence Creek Lane 3br/2ba $365,000 2,871 Virginia Lazenby 818-0988 ERA Colonial Real Estate

78633 Georgetown Sun City 110 Emory Peak Trail 4br/2ba $305,245 2,848 Matthew Menard 947-8787 Keller Williams Realty

78633 Georgetown Sun City 104 Rockrose Court 3br/3ba $400,000 3,180 Don Stacy 869-0223 The Stacy Group

78633 Georgetown Sun City 123 Longhorn Trail 2br/2ba $238,500 2,026 James Bartley 630-1032 The Stacy Group

78633 Georgetown Sun City 102 Sheldon Lake Drive 2br/2ba $162,190 1,465 Matthew Menard 947-8787 Keller Williams Realty

78633 Georgetown Sun City 111 Huntsville Cove 3br/2ba $180,555 1,465 Matthew Menard 947-8787 Keller Williams Realty

78633 Georgetown Woodlake 4409 Woodstock Drive 3br/2ba $175,000 2,244 Kelly Katsus 966-5341 ERA Colonial Real Estate

78634 Hutto Legends Hutto 117 Aguilar Drive 3br/2ba $89,000 1,398 Kellie Foster 924-5388 Marketplace Real Estate Group

76574 Taylor Baker 1401 Fisher St. 3br/2ba $189,000 1,812 Lauryl Kays 635-1001 Urban Homes and Land

76574 Taylor Doak Addition 1117 Third St. 3br/2ba $89,900 1,173 Donna Brasfield 940-3363 Brasfield Real Estate

76574 Taylor Farley 12000 FM 1660 3br/2ba $429,950 2,840 K.C. Whetstone 431-1222 Keller Williams Realty

76574 Taylor Greenlawn 1705 Mallard Lane 3br/2ba $125,300 1,422 Donna Brasfield 940-3363 Brasfield Real Estate

76574 Taylor Mallard Park 2207 Canvas Back Drive 4br/3ba $135,000 2,364 Kimberly Dimmett 771-3616 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

76574 Taylor Mallard Park 2006 Brewers Place 3br/2ba $75,000 1,088 Megan Jarrard 608-2882 RE/MAX Capital City III

76574 Taylor North Park 807 Yellowstone Drive 4br/2ba $159,900 2,790 John Little 637-8400 Keller Williams Realty

For more residential real estate listings, visit more.impactnews.com/14066

Residential real estate listings added to the market between 07/28/11 and 08/04/11 were included and provided by the Austin Board of Realtors, www.abor.com. Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of 
this listing, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

DQ and the ellipse shaped logo are trademarks of Am. D.Q. Corp., Mpls. MN ® Reg. U.S. Pat. & TM Off. Tx. D.Q. Op. Coun., © 2011.

for all of your 
Call us

plumbing needs! 
512.869.1331

Family owned and operated since 1976.
104 Country Road (corner of Williams Dr. and Country Rd.)
Lic. # M14842

Retail Plumbing Parts
Retail Showroom
Backflow
Prevention and Testing
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