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Taylor Mayor talks about his life in the 

city and serving on the City Council for 
25 years 
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Santa Rita tract

Williamson County MUD No. 19 and 19A

A municipal utility district has proposed building a 
wastewater treatment plant on its property between 
Liberty Hill and Georgetown.

See ETJ | 17

Cities agree 
on new border

By Samantha Bryant 
After more than six months 

of negotiations, the cities of 
Taylor and Hutto have agreed 
on a growth boundary line 
between the cities’ extrater-
ritorial jurisdictions, or ETJs.

The City of Hutto approved 
the agreement June 2, and the 
City of Taylor followed suit 
June 23. To make the agree-
ment work, Taylor had to dis-
annex about 52 acres it had 
incorporated in November 
2010 and give up some land in 
its ETJ, and Hutto relinquished 
some of its ETJ.

“There was really give-and-
take on both sides, in both 
Taylor and Hutto, in deter-
mining where the line is going 
to be,” Hutto Mayor Debbie 
Holland said.

ETJ issues
Chapter 43 of the Texas 

Local Government Code gives 
a city the power to annex, or 
incorporate property, in its 
ETJ into city limits.

An ETJ is an area outside 
of city limits where a city can 
grow into in the future. For 
cities of Taylor and Hutto’s 
size, between 5,000 and 25,000 
residents, the ETJ extends 1 
mile from city limits.

Hutto and Taylor are home-
rule cities, so they can engage 
in either voluntary or involun-
tary annexations. Landowners 

Hutto and Taylor both 
approve growth 
boundary line

MUD seeks wastewater treatment plant for future development 

By Samantha Bryant
A municipal utility district near Liberty 

Hill has filed an application for a permit 
from the Texas Commission on Environ-
mental Quality for a wastewater treatment 
facility. The runoff from the sewage facility 
would be released into Sowes Branch Creek, 
which flows into the San Gabriel River and 
ultimately Lake Georgetown.

Georgetown Assistant City Manager Jim 
Briggs said the city is protesting the location 
because of the possible impact it could have 
on water quality at Lake Georgetown and 
because he believes the MUD could obtain 
wastewater service elsewhere.

“It’s not just a concern that it goes into 

the lake,” he said. “We just think that it is 
an inappropriate management of wastewa-
ter when there are other options available 
to the property.” 

After learning of the MUD’s plan in March, 
the cities of Georgetown and Liberty Hill 
filed protests with the TCEQ and requested 
a public hearing.

The proposed wastewater treatment plant 
would be for a tract located on 1,480 acres 
northeast of the intersection of Hwy. 29 and 
Ronald Reagan Boulevard, where developer 
Santa Rita KC, LLC plans to build a subdivi-
sion with about 2,800 homes.

Mike Willatt, an attorney representing the 
See MUD | 15

Georgetown and Liberty Hill 
protest sewage facility plan

Aging population increase steers developments

By Beth Wade 
When Char Hu and his busi-

ness partners were looking for 
a place to open their dementia 
care facility, which opened in 
2010, Georgetown seemed like 
a natural choice. Not only was it 
where Hu grew up and where his 
family lived, but also the increas-
ing population over the age of 55 
was a big draw for the business, 
he said. 

“The fact that the median age 
for Georgetown is higher than 
the surrounding community 
[drew me to Georgetown],” Hu 
said. “Just in general, the popu-
lation in Georgetown is com-
pletely different from when we 

first moved here [when I was 
younger]. Sun City heralded 
in this aging population that is 
active, which is pretty interesting 
to see. There has always been a 
family-centric community, but I 
think now we can see that demo-
graphic shifting.”

Changing population
When Georgetown’s 2010 census 

numbers were released in Febru-
ary, data showed the percentage of 
the city’s population older than 55 
had increased from 27.5 percent of 
the population in 2000 to 38.2 per-
cent of the population in 2010.

“Most of the growth we’ve had 
since 2000 has been between 

those cohorts—55 to 75,” 
Georgetown Principal Planner 
Jordan Maddox said. 

The change is the result of an 
influx of older residents into the 
city, including a doubling of Sun 
City’s population in that time, as 

well as a population that is get-
ting older. 

Rita Handley serves as execu-
tive director of Faith in Action 
Caregivers–Georgetown, a non-
profit that provides transportation 

See Demographics | 19

Georgetown businesses respond 
to change in city’s demographics 100%
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STDAVIDS.COM

“In our ER, I know that minutes 
can seem like hours when  
you’re in pain.”
John Conner, M.D.
Board Certified in Emergency Medicine
St. David’s Georgetown Hospital ER

512-942-4367 

Know what to do 
   in an emergency? We do.

Our commitment, 24 / 7:
•  Quality, compassionate care.
•  Specially-trained emergency physicians 
  and ER nursing staff.
•  Specialists on call.
•  Advanced technologies for rapid diagnosis and treatment.
•  Accredited Chest Pain Center.
•  State-Certified Level IV Trauma Center.

In an emergency, always dial 911

1011_10_GTH_ED_Ad_10.75x13_Conner.indd   1 7/30/10   3:24 PM
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My grandmothers are 
ages 86 and 91, and they 
both live independently. 
Coincidentally, both have 
spent time in the hospital 
and physical rehabilitation 

facilities within the past two months, and 
my parents are dealing with how to best care 
for them. We are considering assistance in 
the home for help with things like medica-
tions and rehabilitation, and there seems to 
be many options in Williamson County for 
this increasingly common family situation.

We noticed there were many new busi-
nesses in Georgetown opening or expand-
ing that care for or assist seniors. Does 
Georgetown continue to grow senior-
focused businesses? When we were working 
on this story, some of the sources told us 
that this is not a Georgetown trend, but a 
national trend. The senior population in the 
entire country is growing and their needs 

are changing as people live longer.
This is true for the whole country, but 

even more so in Georgetown. The median 
age in the state is 33.6, while the median 
age in Georgetown is 44. The local busi-
ness community and economy naturally 
respond to this statistic.

The over-55 crowd contributes to 
Georgetown in many ways, including their 
significant voting, buying and volunteer-
ing power. This important demographic 
contributes countless volunteer hours with 
city boards, commissions, local nonprofits 
and public schools. 

I hope you are enjoying your summer. As 
I write this, I am on the beach in George 
Town, Cayman Island. Greetings from 
George Town to Georgetown (and Hutto 
and Taylor too).

General Manager’s Note  

Karin Jahnke
kjahnke@impactnews.com

Reader Feedback

Welcome Home Cleaning Service
more.impactnews.com/13056

“I’ve been using Welcome Home for a few years now and the 
office staff has always been very friendly and professional. 
The teams are always on time, and finish their work thor-
oughly and promptly. Their prices are extremely reasonable 
and they do their best to accommodate special requests. I 
highly recommend Welcome Home.” 

—“MSepia” 

Why do you go to downtown Hutto or Taylor? 

To eat at local restaurants

55%
I never go to downtown Hutto or Taylor 

31%
To shop at local businesses

7%
For special events

3.5% 
Other 

3.5%
For work 

0%
Results from an unscientific web survey, collected 6/9/11–6/24/11
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May employment trends

Central Texas unemployment—6.7%
Down from 6.5% in April

State unemployment—8.0%*
No change from April

National unemployment—9.1%*
Up from 9.0%* in April

In Austin-Round Rock-San Marcos, the leisure and 
hospitality sector added 1,500 jobs. Mining, logging and 
construction increased by 1,200 jobs. Professional and 
business services added 900 jobs. 
Sources: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Texas Workforce Commission
*Seasonally adjusted numbers
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Now Open

1  Georgetown resident Bill Simon 
opened Simon & Sons Flooring at 1107 S. 
Main St. on June 16. Simon has nine years 
of flooring experience and sells ceramic 
tile, porcelain tile, hardwood, hand-
scraped wood, tile and laminate. Hours 
are Mon.–Fri. 10 a.m.–6 p.m. and Sat.  
10 a.m.–5 p.m. 863-5940,  
www.simonandsonsflooring.com

2  Highway 195 Metal Recyclers, LLC 
opened June 20. Trey Davis owns the 
business, which is located at 5307 Hwy. 
195. The center recycles all ferrous and 
non-ferrous metals such as tin, copper, 
aluminum and iron. Hours are Mon.– 
Fri. 8 a.m.–6 p.m. and Sat. 8 a.m.–1 p.m. 
966-3030

3  Flooring Warehouse opened in early 
July at 1231 Leander Road. The store offers 
flooring materials including hardwood, 
laminate, ceramic, tile, porcelain, carpets 
and vinyl. 869-7711

4  A Shell gas station opened at Berry 
Creek Crossing at 301 S. Hwy. 195 on 
April 29. The station has a convenience 
store, and there is also commercial space 
for lease on site. 869-3300

5  Factory Mattress Sales opened  
May 28 at the Wolf Ranch Town Center, 
1015 W. University Ave., Ste. 200. The 
family-owned and -operated business 
has served Austin and San Antonio 
since 1977 and sells mattress accessories 

and mattresses including innerspring 
mattresses, Simmons beds, futons, bed 
protectors and pillows. Hours are Mon.–
Sat. 10 a.m.–8 p.m. and Sun. noon–6 p.m.  
868-5012, www.factorymattresssales.com

6  Diane Schwartz and Roger Gallamore 
sell clothing, home furnishings and 
accessories in shabby chic style at 
Blends. The store recently opened at 4230 
Williams Drive. 658-5850

7  The Garden at the Monument opened 
in June next to Monument Cafe at 500 
S. Austin Ave. The open air, traditional 
Texas biergarten serves beer, wine and 
burgers and opens daily at 4 p.m. A live 
music schedule is available online.  
http://garden.themonumentcafe.com

Always Best Care Senior Services 
of Greater Northwest Austin began 
offering in-home care, assisted and 
independent living services in May. Abha 
Sethi offers nonmedical services such 
as companionship, bathing, medication 
reminders, clothing and meal preparation 
for seniors in Round Rock, Georgetown 
and Northwest Austin. 518-3979,  
www.greaternorthwestaustin.
alwaysbestcare.com

Coming Soon

 8  Construction began at the end of May 
on Gabriel Springs, a 9,000-square-foot 
facility for weddings and special events. 
The facility is slated to open in January 
2012 and will be located at 5299 W. Hwy. 
29 in Georgetown. Manager Michelle 

Watts said the facility will hold up to 320 
people and have a dance floor, open-beam 
trusses in the ceiling, covered driveways 
and red oak floors. 850-7956 

 9  Plans are moving forward for 
the Williamson County Emergency 
Services Operations Center. Emergency 
Management Coordinator Jarred Thomas 
said the facility along S.E. Inner Loop 
will house 911 dispatch and emergency 
operation center personnel. Tentatively, 
construction will begin in late 2011 with a 
move-in date to take place in the first part 
of 2013. The project is estimated to cost 
$18 million and will be funded through 
2006 certificate of obligation bonds.  
www.wilco.org

10  Community leaders attended a 
ground-breaking ceremony June 24 
for The Brownstone at The Summit, 
a development with single-family 
residences in the future The Summit at 
Rivery Park, located off I-35 at Rivery 
Boulevard. Developer Novak Brothers 
is building grouped, three-story homes 
that will range in price from $200,000 to 
$400,000. Eventually, the development 
will contain more than 100 single-family 
residences sized from 1,700 to 2,700 
square feet. www.texasbrownstones.com

11  Halff and Associates plans to open 
an office in Georgetown at 2 Sierra 
Way on July 11. The company provides 
full-service engineering, surveying, 
environmental services, architecture, 
interior design, landscape architecture, 
planning and construction management. 
www.halff.com 
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Kids Love 
It Here!

Kenny Havard, DDS
Travis Hildebrand, DDS

GeorgetownPediatricDentistry.com

Board Certif ied 
Pediatric Dentists

• New Patients Welcome
•  Interactive Entertainment 

for All Ages
• Convenient Appointments
• Parent Friendly
•  Insurance Filed & 

Processed

Call Today!
512-869-4100
State-of-the-art 

Care

4402 Williams Dr., 
Ste. 106

Georgetown, Texas
78628
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News or questions about Georgetown, Hutto or Taylor?
E-mail ghtnews@impactnews.com.

Compiled by Samantha Bryant

Cessna recently appointed the Genesis Flight 
Academy as the Cessna Pilot Center for the 
Georgetown Airport, and the flight academy re-
ceived a 2011 model Cessna Skycatcher in June.

The Williamson County Regional Animal Shelter needs donations for its emergency surgery fund. In 
June, the shelter announced it had depleted its fund after nine animals needed surgeries.

14

Anniversary

12  Teri Mason Photography is 
celebrating its 10th anniversary this fall. 
The photography studio at 1237 CR 126 is 
located on 10 acres of land that can be used 
as a backdrop for photo shoots. Teri Mason 
specializes in photography for families, 
babies, newborns and graduations.  
930-1902, www.masonphoto.net

13  Cook-Walden Davis Funeral Home 
is celebrating its 100th anniversary 
in Georgetown. The funeral home is 
located at 2900 Williams Drive. In 
1911, the funeral home opened at the 
corner of Seventh and Main streets 
as the Davis Funeral Home. Charles 
Walden purchased the funeral home 
from the Davis family in 1978 and in 
1996 changed the name to Cook-Walden 
Davis Funeral Home. 863-2564,  
www.cookwaldendavisfuneralhome.com

Expansion

14  Genesis Flight Academy was 
selected as the Cessna Pilot Center for 
the Georgetown Municipal Airport and 
in June received a 2011 model Cessna 
Skycatcher airplane, one of the first 50 
made. The flight academy, located at  
160 Terminal Road, offers flight training, 
aircraft rental and a pilot shop with 
supplies. 931-0330,  
www.genesisflightacademy.com

Relocations

15  Chinese Acupuncture is celebrating 
its first year in business by moving 
to a new location within the Village 
Lake Office Condos. The business was 
previously at 3613 Williams Drive, Ste. 
1004 but has moved to Ste. 303. The clinic 
offers acupuncture, herbs, massage and 
skin care. 864-1441,  
www.cacuclinic.com

16  Goldenberg Orthodontics moved in 
early May from 3007 Dawn Drive to the 
Sonrisa office complex at 3622 Williams 
Drive, Bldg. 4. Dr. Monica Goldenberg 
has practiced since 2000. 863-8580,  
www.georgetownbraces.com

17  Real Deals on Home Decor recently 
moved from 2520 Shell Road to the corner 
of Second Street and Austin Avenue at 202 
S. Austin Ave. Peg and Brian Bennett own 
the Georgetown location and sell gifts and 
home decor items including lamps, LED 
candles, metal art, mirrors, paintings of 
poppies and clocks. Hours are Thu.  
10 a.m.–6 p.m. and Sat. 10 a.m.–4 p.m. 
791-7254, www.realdeals.net/georgetown

Closing

18  Hollandaze Gourmet closed  
May 14 after six and-a-half years of 

business in Georgetown, according to 
the store’s website. The kitchen store was 
located at 4701 Williams Drive.  
www.hollandazegourmet.com

19  The property formerly occupied by 
Plus Four Dining at 110 E. Seventh St. 
is now listed for lease. The restaurant 
opened Oct. 5, 2010.

New Ownership

20 Troy and Louise Anderson are the 
new owners of Happy Trails Luxury 
Kennel and Grooming at 6915 Williams 
Drive. Previously the owners of Daylight 
Donuts in Georgetown, the Andersons 
began operating Happy Trails in April 
and are remodeling the interior of the 
building. In addition to dog boarding, 
grooming and day care, Happy Trails 
also sells pet food and supplies. Hours 
are Mon.–Sat. 8 a.m.–5 p.m. and Sun. 3–5 
p.m. 863-8855, www.happytrailsluxury
kennelsandgrooming.com

School Note

Georgetown ISD officials expect the 
district will receive a “recognized” 
status from the state this year, according 
to preliminary results from the Texas 
Assessment of Knowledge and Skills. 
The Texas Education Association rates 
districts every year based on TAKS 
results, attendance and high school 
completion rates. The ratings run on 
a scale from exemplary, recognized or 
academically acceptable to academically 
unacceptable. www.georgetownisd.org

In the News

21  The Williamson County Regional 
Animal Shelter has received nine 
animals in the past two months that 
needed emergency surgeries—about 
80 percent more cases than the shelter 
normally receives. Shelter Director 
Cheryl Schneider said the recent surgeries 
have depleted the donation funds that 
go toward emergency cases. She said 
the shelter needs donations and people 
to adopt the animals. The Williamson 
County Regional Animal Shelter is 
located at 1855 S.E. Inner Loop.  
943-3322, www.wilcopets.org

With the passing of the bond election 
in May for public safety facilities in 
Georgetown, a grassroots effort has begun 
to promote an art center at the building 
the police department will vacate in 2014 
at 809 Martin Luther King Jr. St. Jane 
Estes, one of the organizers of the new 
community group, Friends of the Arts, 
said the City of Georgetown has already 
indicated an art center as one possible use 
for the building in its downtown master 
plan. Estes said Friends of the Arts has a 

Facebook page and will probably hold a 
community forum in August. 635-5123

The Georgetown Municipal Airport has 
a new manager. Sarah Hinton took over 
the position June 6 after Travis McLain 
retired May 27. McLain served as the 
airport manager since 1985. Hinton will 
take over the position after having served 
as the manager of the Cleburne Regional 
Airport, which is located southwest of 
Fort Worth, since 2008.

Cook-Walden Davis Funeral Home 
in Georgetown is collecting box and 
oscillating fans that will go toward the 
Family Eldercare Summer Fan Drive.  
New 20-inch box and 12-inch and larger 
oscillating fans can be dropped off 
Monday through Friday between 8 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. until July 31 at the funeral 
home, located at 2900 Williams Drive. 
Monetary donations are also welcome. A 
$30 donation will provide two fans.  
863-2564, www.familyeldercare.org 

Nonprofit

22 Construction began in May at The 
Caring Place on a two-story addition to 
the building as well as new and enhanced 
retail space. The Caring Place provides 
food, clothing, minor home repairs, rent 
and utility bill assistance, prescriptions 
and specific medical assistance to 
qualifying clients. Located at 2000 
Railroad St., construction is expected 
to be finished by October. A Capital 
Campaign is under way to raise money 
for the improvements. 869-4735,  
www.caringplacetx.org 

On May 23, Friends of Georgetown 
Parks and Recreation, or Park Pals, 
presented 20 children, most of whom 
were from the Georgetown Boys and 
Girls Club, with American Red Cross 
swimming certificates earned during 
the Georgetown Swims programs, 
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Georgetown Park Pals recently began offering 
financial assistance to individuals who cannot 
afford swim lessons. 
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which have been offered since January. 
The nonprofit recently began offering 
financial assistance to people who want 
to take swim lessons through the parks 
and recreation department but cannot 
afford to do so. Financial assistance 
forms are available at the Georgetown 
Recreation Center, the Georgetown Parks 
and Recreation Administration Building, 
the Georgetown Tennis Center, the Oaks, 
Shady Oaks, the Georgetown Square, The 
Caring Place and at several churches.  
869-3246, www.gtparkpals.org

21
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General Admission:
$12 online  /  $15 at the gate  /  VIP $30 online only

Kids 12 and under are free

Community wide church service
Sunday

Hot air balloons
Parade
Arts and crafts booths
Food booths
Offi cial ceremony

Live music all day
Magician
Carnival rides
Kick ball tournament
“Hippo tug”

Saturday

www.hutto100.com

July 15, 16 & 17
Fritz Park

Ice cream social     Children’s skit
Movies in the park

Friday

Los Lonely Boys
Bob Schneider
Ray Wylie Hubbard
Dale Watson

Kristen Kelly
Curtis Grimes 
Vallejo
And many more!

Model BJB. With approved credit. Dealer contribution may a� ect � nal negotiated price. 42 mo lease, $2,999 total  due at inception, no sec. dep. required, 42 monthly payments of $169.00, � nal pymt / residual = $11,115. Based 
on  10k mi. / yr with $.15 per mi. excess charge. MSRP $19,500. Stk# Z5588.  36 mo. lease with approved credit through US Bank. $3,293 +TT&L due at inception (no sec. dep. required). 36 monthly payments of $299. Final pay-
ment / residual = $21,648. Based on 10,000 mi./yr with $.18/mi excess charge. MSRP $31,850. Stock# V6011. Example: 2010 9-3 Convertible, Auto, All power, OnStar®, Touring package. MSRP $43,465 - $12,000 dealer discount 
= $31,465 +TT&L. Valid in lieu of other o� ers including special � nancing. Expires 6-30-11. 

Closed-end leases o� ered to qualifed customers by Audi Financial Services through participating dealers. A4 with heated seats, chrome exhaust tips, Homelink and bluetooth iPod interface based on MSRP $34,755. $1,999 down 
+ $695 acquisition fee + $0 security deposit + 1st mo. payment = $3,063 due at inception + TT&L. Purchase option at lease end for $18,768. 36 monthly payments of $369. Advertised o� ers require dealer contribution; � nal 
negotiated price may vary by dealer. Lessee responsible for insurance, maintenance and repairs and may have some � nancial liability at lease end. Lessee responsible for $0.25/mile over 10,000 miles per year and a disposition 
fee of $375 due at lease end. See dealer for details. Higher MSRP will a� ect lease price. O� ers expire 6-30-11.

2012 Volvo S60 T5 

$299mo
Includes Volvo Safe + Secure

2010 SAAB 9-5’s, 9-3’s 
& 9-3 convertibles

$12,000

2011 Audi A4 2.0T
Premium Front Trak

$369mo

20

I

.0T

9-3’s 
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2011 Subaru Impreza 2.5i

$169mo

p

mo

All remaining in stock models

OFF
MSRP
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Hutto and Taylor 

Now Open

1  Gordo’s Auto Repair opened in May 
at 1504 Second St., Taylor. The general 
automotive repair shop offers services 
including tune-ups, air conditioning 
repair and brake testing. Hours are Mon.–
Fri. 8:30 a.m.–6 p.m. and Sat. 8:30 a.m.– 
3 p.m. 825-2011

Coming Soon

 2  A facility for privately owned Wilco 
Recycling is under construction and 
expected to be complete in August. 
General Manager John Rabon said the 
nearly 40,000-square-foot recycling center 
is located in Taylor on 16 acres at 1551 
CR 394. The single-stream operation will 
process materials from clients including 
the cities of Round Rock, Cedar Park, 
municipal utility districts and private 
companies. www.wilcorecycling.com

 3  Debbie and Dean Cole, the owners of 
the Rowe Valley Events Center at 155 CR 
366 in Taylor, plan to open a restaurant 
at the event venue by Jan. 1. The Rowe 
Valley Restaurant will serve barbecue, 
steaks and catfish. 639-1224,  
www.rowevalleyeventcenter.com

Relocations

4  Austin Aqua Farms moved from 
Taylor at 1400 W. Second St. to Austin 
in May. The company sells rare corals 
imported from countries such as Australia.  
695-9338, www.austinaquafarms.com

5  S&D Plumbing recently moved from 
3406 W. Second St. to downtown Taylor 
at 421 Talbot St., Ste. A. The company 
handles residential and commercial 
plumbing and specializes in leak 
detection. S&D Plumbing also rents 
portable toilets. 365-8866,  
www.sanddplumbing.com

6  Edward Jones Investments/Brenda 
Jones, which offers financial advising 
services, is relocating from 3218 N. Main 
St., Ste. 101, Taylor, to 151 Exchange Blvd., 
Ste. 400, in Hutto in early August. 365-8543 

7  The Taylor Economic Development 
Corp. moved from the Citizens National 
Bank building at 316 N. Main St. to 700 
N. Main St. on June 3. The Taylor EDC 
plans to hold an open house July 12.  
352-4325, www.tayloredc.org   

Anniversary

 8  Scott & White Clinic Taylor is 
celebrating its 25th anniversary in Taylor. 

The full-service, primary care clinic is 
located at 403 Mallard Lane and will hold 
a celebration that is open to the public 
July 14 from 4 to 6 p.m. 352-4000,  
www.sw.org/location/taylor

Closings

 9  Hoppin’ Hippo closed July 1. The 
children’s playroom at 2121 CR 108 in 
Hutto had operated for four years.

10  Artisans closed May 31. The art 
gallery and boutique opened in July 2010 
and was located at 123 W. Fourth St.

Nonprofit

Project LOOP, or Lessons On and Off 
the Pavement, is a nonprofit organization 
that began in May to benefit teenagers 
through lessons in creativity, exercise, 
and hard work with real-world experience 
outside the classroom. Collaborating with 
experts in chosen fields, the programs 
are designed and executed as a team. 
Founder Brent Humphreys said students 
from Taylor and Thrall high schools 
have participated and some have found 
internships through the program. The 
first project is to plan and design a BMX 
pump track. www.projectloop.tv

School Notes

Stuff the Bus, a Hutto school supply 
drive, began June 26 and will run through 
Aug. 6. The Hutto ISD school bus with the 
“Stuff the Bus” banner is available to come 
to business parking lots so people can 
donate school supplies for the students and 
teachers of Hutto ISD. Donation bins are 
also located at various businesses in Hutto. 
A list of needed supplies is available online.  
www.stuffthebushutto.com

In the News

11  Pastor Tony Sorrells of Mt. Calvary 
Baptist Church is heading up a fan drive. 
Fans, air conditioner units and donations 
can be dropped off through August at the 
Taylor Chamber of Commerce, 1519 N. 
Main St., which is open Monday through 
Friday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monetary 
donations are also accepted. Donations in 
the form of checks should be made out to 
Mt. Calvary Baptist Church. 352-6364 

12  Temple College and Texas State 
Technical College Waco have opened 
the East Williamson County Higher 
Education Center–Hutto in its 
temporary location at Hutto ISD’s 
Veterans’ Hill Elementary, 555 Limmer 
Loop. Classes begin Aug. 29. TSTC will 
provide technical instruction, and Temple 
College will have a limited offering of 
traditional academic courses. Certificate 
programs offered by TSTC include air 
conditioning and refrigeration technician, 
electrical construction, food service 
operations, industrial systems mechanic 
and radio communication electronics. 
TSTC officials are available weekdays at 
the campus from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.  
846-1446

Community 

Coming Soon

Meridian World School announced 
June 17 that it will operate at 2555 N. 
I-35, Round Rock this fall. The new 
charter school will serve an estimated 
700 students in kindergarten through 
ninth grade in Williamson County. 
Meridian World School will use the 
International Baccalaureate program in 
the primary grades this fall, with the goal 
to eventually use the IB curriculum at all 
levels—primary, middle and diploma. The 
school continues to enroll more students.  
650-8697, www.mwschool.org.

Staff at Seton Medical Center Williamson in 
Round Rock held a mock trauma event June 14.
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The Stuff the Bus school supply drive began  
June 26 at Hutto Baptist Church.
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In the News

Seton Medical Center Williamson in 
Round Rock announced June 14 that 
the American College of Surgeons and 
State of Texas had certified the facility 
as a Level II trauma center. Seton 
Williamson began the process to receive 
the designation in October 2009. Level II 
trauma centers have advanced medical 
specialists available onsite and 24-hour 
availability to trauma treatment.  
www.seton.net
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July
8–17  ‘Wait Until Dark’
In this play by Frederick Knott, a con man 
and two ex-cons find a doll whose owner 
was murdered in the apartment of Sam 
Hendrix and his blind wife, Susy. • Fri. and 
Sat. 7:30 p.m., Sun. 2 p.m. • $24 (general 
admission), $22 (seniors), $14 (students and 
active military), $10 (children 12 or younger) 
Georgetown Palace Theater, 810 S. Austin 
Ave., Georgetown • 869-7469  
www.georgetownpalace.com

9  Bowl-a-Thon 
The third annual event includes bowling 
at Mel’s Lone Star Lanes and benefits the 
Humane Society of Williamson County. The 
society’s goal is to raise $8,000 in an effort to 
make Williamson County a no-kill community 
for homeless dogs and cats. • 1–4 p.m. • $25 
(individual player), $100 (four-person), $100 
(lane sponsor) • Mel’s Lone Star Lanes, 1010 N. 
Austin Ave., Georgetown • 534-8993  
www.hswc.net/bowl 

Hands-On History
Participants learn about the first human landing 
on the moon and how it impacted people in 
Williamson County. They can also make their 
own Apollo 11 paper rocket. • 10 a.m.–2 p.m.  
Free • The Williamson Museum, 716 S. Austin 
Ave., Georgetown • 943-1670 
www.williamsonmuseum.org

10  Pajama Party
The event benefits the Austin chapter of the 
Pajama Program, a nonprofit organization that 
gives new pajamas and books to 35 children’s 
shelters in Austin and cities north of Austin. 
Participants can bring a book or new pair of 
pajamas to donate, wear pajamas and listen to 
a story time, eat cookies and milk and decorate 
gift bags. • 2–4 p.m. • Free • Kaleidoscope 
Toys, 1601 S. I-35, Ste. 325, Round Rock  
563-8931 • www.pajamaprogram.org

12  Concert in the Park Series                    
The Baker Hotel Band plays music in the park. 
7 p.m. • Free • Fritz Park, 306 E. Live Oak St., 
Hutto • 759-4000 • www.huttotx.gov              

14  ‘Despicable Me’
Georgetown Parks and Recreation is showing 
the PG-rated “Despicable Me” in the park. 
Free swimming at the Georgetown Recreation 
Center outdoor splash pool is available prior to 
the movie. • 4–8 p.m. (swimming), 8:45 p.m. or 
sunset (movie starts) • Free • San Gabriel Park 
gazebo, 445 E. Morrow St., Georgetown   
930-8459 • www.parks.georgetown.org

Taylor Rodeo
This is the 62nd annual rodeo in Taylor and 
features rodeo events and with live music and 
dancing afterwards each night. Attendees 
can participate in mutton busting, wild steer 
saddling and calf scrambles. • 6 p.m. (gates 
open), 7:40 p.m. (grand entry), 8 p.m. (rodeo 
starts) • Free (children under age 5), $5 
advance/$6 gate (ages 6–12), $10 advance/$12 
gate (adults), $3 (parking) • East Williamson 
County Events Center, 210 Carlos Parker Blvd., 
Taylor • www.taylorrodeo.com

21  Bird Talk
Hutto Parks and Recreation offers a birding 
class on fall wintering birds at Hutto Lake. The 
instructors are from the Goodwater Chapter of 
the Williamson County Master Naturalists.  
7–8 p.m. • Free • Hutto Lake Park, 805 Estate 
Drive • 759-4000 • www.huttotx.gov

Toolkit for Teaching Social Skills to 
Children Ages 3–12
Participants learn techniques for developing 
social skills in children. Registration is required.  
7–9 p.m. • $15 • Bridges to Growth, 
Community Resource Center, 805 W. 
University Ave., Georgetown. • 864-3008  
www.georgetownproject.com  

28  Dinosaur George
Dinosaur George talks about dinosaurs and 
shows artifacts to children at this Hutto Public 
Library event. • 10:30–11:30 a.m. • Free  
Hutto Bible Church, 207 West St., Hutto  
759-4008 • www.huttotx.gov

29  Bar-Bid-Cue Auction
The event is a fundraiser for the Georgetown 
Chamber of Commerce and includes a 
barbecue dinner from Duke’s Smokehouse, 
silent auction, live auction and live music from 
Roland Waits & The Wayward Travelers.  
5:30–7 p.m. (dinner served), 7 p.m. (live 
auction begins) • $25 (individual), $300 (VIP 
table for eight advance ticket) • St. Helen’s 
Catholic Church Activity Center, 2700 E. 
University Ave., Georgetown • 930-3535  
www.barbidcue.com

Sock Hop
Hosted by the Georgetown Recreation 
Center, the Sock Hop is a dance for people 
with special needs over the age of 15. A 
caregiver or family member must accompany 
participants. • 6–8 p.m. • $5 (participant), 
free (caregiver/family member) • Georgetown 
Community Center, 445 E. Morrow St., 
Georgetown • 930-3596  
www.parks.georgetown.org

30  Extreme Cowboy Race
The Williamson County Sheriff’s Posse is  
hosting an Extreme Cowboy Race. The course 
consists of obstacles including jumps and log 
pulling. Participants compete in divisions  
based on age and skill level. • 10 a.m.  
$20–$90 (entry fee), free admission to watch 
WCSP arena, 415 E. Morrow St., San Gabriel 
Park, Georgetown • 630-3697   
www.extremecowboyassociation.com,  
www.georgetownrodeo.com

August
2  National Night Out 2011
Hutto participates in National Night Out 
for the eighth year. Communities across 
the country will join together to promote 
cooperative, police and community-based 
crime prevention. • 6 p.m. • Free • Various 
neighborhoods in Hutto  
759-5983 • www.huttotx.gov

3  Circus Day at Bridges
Children ages 3 to 7 years make crafts related 
to circus animals, listen to a story about the 
circus and have their own circus parade. 
Registration is required. • 3–4:30 p.m. • Free 

CALENDAR

7–10 p.m. • $15 • Sun City Ballroom, 2 Texas 
Drive, Georgetown • 868-9544

Sponsored by

Aug. 6
By Samantha Bryant

Attendees of the Fifth Annual Karamu can slip into their boots and spurs and head out to 
Reunion Ranch for an evening of live country music, a live auction, dancing and dinner. 

The event is sponsored by St. David’s Round Rock Medical Center and benefits the Round 
Rock Area Serving Center, a nonprofit organization that operates a food pantry and thrift 
store and offers financial assistance for rent, utilities, prescriptions and necessities to families 
in need in southern Williamson County. 

Serving Center Executive Director Lori Scott said the proceeds from the karamu, the Swahili 
word for celebration, will go toward the organization’s food pantry and capital campaign. 
RSVP required by July 30.

6:30 p.m. (reception), 7 p.m. (dinner) • $100 (two-person ticket) • Reunion Ranch, 850 CR 
255, Georgetown • 244-2431 • www.servingcenter.org
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The Fifth Annual Karamu is a fundraiser for the Round Rock Area Serving Center’s food pantry and 
capital campaign.

Fifth Annual Karamu

Bridges to Growth, Community Resource 
Center, 805 W. University Ave., Georgetown  
864-3008 • www.georgetownproject.com   

5–Sept. 4  ‘The Wizard of Oz’
The classic movie is brought to life on stage by 
the cast of the Georgetown Palace Theater.  
Fri. and Sat. 7:30 p.m., Sun. 2 p.m. • $24 
(general admission), $22 (seniors), $14 
(students and active military), $10 (children 12 
or younger) • Georgetown Palace Theater, 810 
S. Austin Ave., Georgetown • 869-7469  
www.georgetownpalace.com

11  ‘Karate Kid’
Georgetown Parks and Recreation is showing 
the PG-rated “Karate Kid” in the park. 
Free snacks will be served to the first 100 
attendees, and free face painting is available 
before the movie starts. • 6:30-8:30 p.m. (face 
painting), 8:45 p.m. or sunset (movie starts)  
Free • San Gabriel Park gazebo, 445 E. 
Morrow St., Georgetown • 930-8459  
www.parks.georgetown.org

13  Taylor FFA-4H Fundraiser
The Taylor 4-H/FFA Booster Club is holding 
its annual fundraiser. The evening consists of 
gift certificate giveways, a rib eye dinner and 
live auction. • 5–6 p.m. (social hour), 6–7 p.m. 
(dinner), 7 p.m. (live auction) • $100 (two-
person ticket) • Knights of Columbus Hall, 
2201 E. Fourth St., Taylor •  658-6578

An Enchanted Evening
The fundraising dance and silent auction benefits 
Faith in Action Caregivers–Georgetown, a 
nonprofit organization that helps senior citizens.  

Find more or submit Georgetown, Hutto and Taylor events 
at www.impactnews.com/ght/calendar.

For a full list of Central Texas events visit  
www.impactnews.com/austin-metro/calendar.

To have Georgetown, Hutto or Taylor events considered for 
the print edition, they must be submitted online by the third 
Friday of the month.

Online Calendar
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Recent highlights

Stephanie Blanck and the President of the 
Georgetown Chamber of Commerce, Mel Pend-
land, participated in the Leadership Georgetown 
Commencement on June 15.
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The Georgetown Chamber of Commerce held a 
ribbon cutting at The Cabins at Angel Springs on 
June 21.
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Galaxy Bakery & CoffeeHouse owner Cheryl 
Wilhite cuts a ribbon June 7 to celebrate an 
expansion and improvements to the building. 
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Friends and family held a benefit June 25 for 
Jason Brady, a Hutto resident who needs a 
double lung and kidney transplant. Brady (left) 
has two brothers, Corey Teschendorf (pictured) 
and Tyler Ritchey. Donations are still needed. 
www.transplants.org/donate/jasonbrady
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Williamson County held an ice cream social 
June 17 as part of the Courthouse Centennial 
celebration.
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Barrett Dallmeyer of Webberville, Texas, competes 
in the steer wrestling event at the Georgetown 
Rodeo June 25.
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Mel Pendland (left) and Lori Montgomery with 
the Georgetown Chamber of Commerce listen to 
Jeff Novak with Novak Brothers, a development 
company, speak before the ground-breaking 
ceremony for the The Brown at The Summit on 
Rivery Boulevard on June 22.
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Brandon Rhyder performed at the Taste of Texas 
MusicFest on June 12. The event benefited 
NAMI Texas and Joy of Hope Foundation’s 
Operation Resilient Families.
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Randy’s Rangers played bluegrass, country and Texas swing music at the Georgetown Public Library 
on June 19.
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TRANSPORTATION

By Samantha Bryant
The City of Taylor authorized 

Sledge Engineering on April 28 
to evaluate the condition of all 
of the city’s streets. 

Casey Sledge, owner of Sledge 
Engineering and the city’s 
consulting engineer, said the 
project will assess 87 miles of 
city streets, prioritize which ones 
need rehabilitation first, list what 
repairs are needed and detail how 
to go about it in a cost-effective 
manner. He said the city has 
discussed taking an inventory for 
more than 10 years.

“It’s been a long time coming 
for Taylor,” Sledge said. “I think 
anyone local understands the 
status of Taylor streets and the 
age of most all Taylor streets.”

In a process that is expected 
to take six months, Sledge 
Engineering staff will estab-
lish a digital database of all the 
roadways using available city 
maps, visually inspect and assess 
the streets and develop a report 
for City Council based on the 
collected data.

While inspecting the streets, 
iPads will be used to record utility 

Improving Taylor’s streets 
data, he said. 

Sledge said his company will 
give the software and iPads to 
the city after the assessment 
is complete so the city can 
perform its own assessment in 
the future. 

He said the staff will use 10 
criteria developed by the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers to 
evaluate the asphalt streets, 
including looking at the num-
ber of potholes and types of 
cracking in the pavement.

They will also look at traffic 
use, projected costs and what 
private or public utilities would 
need to be replaced to deter-
mine which streets should get 
priority. 

Taylor Mayor Donald Hill 
said the inventory program will 
help the city address repairs on 
its streets.

“We missed some years in 
doing big stuff with streets, but 
hopefully we can get back on 
track—that’s my aim—and I 
think the council is thinking 
like that,” he said.

 The $86,000 project is slated 
to be finished in the fall.

Sloan Street upgrade
A road project that was sched-

uled to take place more than a 
decade ago will break ground 
this summer.

Taylor City Council awarded 
a $1.6 million contract June 9 
to Patin Construction for the 
rehabilitation of Sloan Street. The 
project was originally going to 
be financed with 1998 certificate 
of obligation bonds, but it was 
postponed due to a budget short-
fall, according to city documents. 
Sloan Street will be financed with 
2010 CO bonds.

Consulting Engineer Casey 
Sledge said Sloan Street was origi-
nally scheduled to be rehabilitated 
along with Howard, North and 
Davis streets, but at the time the 
city did not have enough money 
to repair Sloan Street.

“Locals remember it as the 
street that never happened,” he 
said.

Sledge said the project con-
sists of excavating the old road 
and building a new one, putting 
new utilities under the road and 
installing new drainage pipes.

He said the city has also had 
to wait a couple of years until 
Williamson County installed 
a new wastewater line as a part 

of its construction on Second 
Street. The Sloan Street waste-
water line will connect to the 
Second Street one.

“The timing has worked out 
really well,” Sledge said. “We are 
completely able to tie the plans 
into the Second Street plans.” 

During construction the 

road will be closed to traffic, 
but access will be available to 
residents.

“Everyone will have access to 
their driveway one way or the 
other at all times,” he said. 

Construction is slated to begin 
in July and will take place within 
330 days, weather permitting.

Rebuilding of Sloan Street 
from Second Street to West 
Lake Drive 

Timeline: Construction is slated to 
begin in July and will take place within 
330 days, weather permitting

General contractor: Patin 
Construction

Cost: $1.6 million from 2010 
certificates of obligation bonds
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79

S
loan S

t.

Prather St.

McLain St.

Adams St.

Cecelia St.

7th St.

6th St.

4th St.

3rd St.

C
arlos G

 Parker B
lvd.

Second St.

D
ebus D

r.

W. Lake Dr.

Locally owned and operated WE BUILD POOLS IN 30 DAYS!

Ask about our new Lifeguard Pool and 
learn how to keep your kids safer, use less 
chemicals and save energy all at once! 

Go online to www.oasispools.net 
to find out more!

No-wait construction, together with 
affordable beauty and the highest 
quality materials and leading-edge 
building technology, makes Oasis Pools 
the company of choice in Central Texas 
for creating your permanent backyard 
vacation spot. 

Call us today to schedule an apppointment 
with one of our designers!

www.oasispools.net • 512.246.POOL (7665) • 2251 Double Creek Dr. Ste 501 • Round Rock, TX 78664
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Hutto city manager named 
Administrator of the Year 

Hutto City Manager Ed Broussard 
received the Administrator of the Year 
Award from the Texas City Manager’s 
Association during its annual confer-
ence June 10 in Frisco, Texas.

At the June 16 Hutto City Council 
meeting, Mayor Debbie Holland read a 
proclamation in recognition of Brous-
sard’s award.

The award is given to a city manager 
who has made an outstanding contri-
bution to the field of local government 
management in the past 18 months.

Broussard has served as city manager 
of Hutto since July 2005. Previously, he 
held positions that include city manager 
of Navasota, Texas, and assistant city 
manager in Woodway, Texas.

At the June 16 City Council meeting, 
Broussard thanked city staff and City 
Council members for their leadership.

  Georgetown City Council
101 E. Seventh St.
July 12 and 26 and Aug. 9 at 6 p.m.
Watch replays of the council meeting on 
Suddenlink Cable Channel 10 at 7 p.m.
Council meetings are available via 
webcast live at www.government.
georgetown.org/gtv.
931-7715, www.georgetown.org

  Hutto City Council
401 W. Front St.
July 21 and Aug. 4 at 7 p.m.
759-4033, www.huttotx.gov

  Taylor City Council
400 Porter St.
July 14 and 28 and Aug. 11 at 6 p.m.
352-3676, www.taylortx.gov

  Williamson County 
Commissioners Court
710 S. Main St., Georgetown
Meetings are every Tuesday at 9:30 a.m.
943-1550, www.wilco.org

Blue Hole Park cliffs closed to 
public access due to drought

The City of Georgetown closed public 
access to the cliffs and rock face areas of 
Blue Hole Park, which is located on Rock 
and Second Streets.

The closure is the result of the drought 
conditions, which have caused the South 
Fork of the San Gabriel River to dry up 
and the water level in the pool behind the 

Council names acting city attorney 
The Georgetown City Council 

appointed Bridget Chapman as acting 
city attorney at its June 14 meeting.

Chapman took over the position after 
former city attorney Mark Sokolow 
announced his retirement, which became 
effective June 14, at the council’s May 24 
meeting. 

Georgetown Hutto

Meetings

Georgetown firefighters 
honored for saving teen’s life

Georgetown City Council members 
honored four Georgetown firefighters 
June 14 for their role in saving 17-year-
old Jacob Broadway after his truck over-
turned on I-35 on May 20, according to 
a news release.

Broadway’s vehicle caught fire after 
it slammed into the guardrail at the 
Lakeway Drive overpass, but George-
town firefighters Travis Vinton, Shawn 
Carter, Josh Ratliff and David Slay 
were nearby and able to quickly assist 
Broadway.

The firefighters were presented with a 
Green Cross and Medal of Honor at the 
June 14 City Council meeting.

Broadway sustained several broken 
bones and second- and third-degree 
burns over 50 percent of his body.

Taylor

City Council discusses calling 
election for old city hall’s future

Taylor City Council members took one 
step closer to deciding the future of a his-
toric building when they authorized city 
staff to research calling an election for the 
1935 City Hall building.

The vote would allow citizens to decide 
if the building in Heritage Park should 
be restored or demolished. City Manager 
Jim Dunaway said city staff could come 
back at the July 28 City Council meeting 
with language to go on the ballot, and 
then council would have until Sept. 7 to 
approve calling an election in November.

Dunaway said city staff has researched 
grants to fund the restoration of the 
building, but so far they have not been 
able to secure any. He said bonds would 
probably be the funding mechanism if the 
city hall is going to be restored.

Council designates redistricting plan
Taylor City Council designated a redis-

tricting plan at its June 9 meeting. The 
council also held the first public hearing 
to give community members a chance to 
review the proposed district maps and 
make comments.

To see a copy of the proposed maps and 
plans, visit www.taylortx.gov or call City 
Clerk Susan Brock at 352-3676.

Taylor gets partial 911 funding
Following a smaller reduction than 

expected, the Capital Area Council of 
Governments approved partial fund-
ing June 8 for half of the public safety 
answering points that could have other-
wise lost their connection to the region’s 
911 system this August.

CAPCOG was forced by the state to 
slash budgets by $5.5 million and targeted 
money used to maintain a 911 system 
that offers responders faster information, 
leaving eight Central Texas cities with a 
decision on whether to make up the fund-
ing themselves.

However, Emergency Communications 
Director Gregg Obuch said board mem-
bers voted to pay for about half of the cost 
for Leander, Taylor, Elgin and Lakeway—
the four cities with the largest call volume 

Hutto Mayor Debbie Holland read a proclamation 
June 16 recognizing Hutto City Manager Ed Brous-
sard as the recipient of the Texas City Manager’s 
Association Administrator of the Year Award. 
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CITY AND COUNTY Compiled by Beth Wade and Samantha Bryant

that were eligible for the cuts.
Leander and Taylor will each receive 

$25,000 per year for two years, Obuch 
said, while Elgin and Lakeway will each 
get $20,000 each year of the biennium.

Texas taxpayers have already paid for 
the service through a 50-cent monthly 
charge on new wireless and land-based 
phone lines, according to the Commission 
on State Emergency Communications.

Copeland promoted to assistant fire 
chief/fire marshal position

Lt. Bobby Copeland was promoted to 
assistant chief/fire marshal for the City of 
Taylor Fire Department and assumed his 
new role and responsibilities June 20.  The 
announcement was made by Fire Chief L. 
Pat Ekiss following his assessment of eight 
internal candidates for the position. 

“This was not an easy process. We are 
so fortunate to have a group of highly 
qualified personnel,” Ekiss said in a state-
ment. “My goal was to be fair, comprehen-
sive and consistent to properly identify 
the best candidate for the department and 
the citizens we serve. I believe we have 
done that.”

An official pinning ceremony for the 
new assistant chief was held June 22 at the 
Taylor Public Library Community Room.  

Jacob Broadway’s mother, Diane, was present at the June 14 Georgetown City Council meeting where 
Georgetown firefighters (from left to right) Travis Vinton, Shawn Carter, Josh Ratliff and David Slay were 
honored for saving her son’s life. 
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Imhoff Dam at Blue Hole Park to continue 
to drop.

Cliff jumping and diving was prohib-
ited by a city ordinance in 1999. However, 
recent conditions and the uneven surface 
of the river bottom have made jump-
ing even more dangerous, according to a 
release from the city. 

Signs to warn the public of the closed 
access to the cliffs were posted June 15.
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Hear Life  
Again!

Are You One of the Millions  
Struggling with Hearing Loss? 

“My hearing isn’t bad enough”
“My hearing can’t be helped”

“Help costs too much”

Because you believe one of these common misconceptions-

TM

Come in between July 11 to 29, bring this ad and 

your consultation is free.

H E A R I N G  C E N T E R

estes
H E A R I N G  C E N T E R

audiology

 

(512) 686-2490 
www.HearLifeAgain.com

“As your local Doctor of  
Audiology, I can answer your 
questions, help you better 
understand your hearing loss 
and provide affordable  
options. The first step is a  
consultation & hearing 
screening. Call today to  
schedule your appointment.”  

Mandi Fisher, Au.D.
Doctor of Audiology  

Accepting Medicare & Medicaid, Member Georgetown Chamber of Commerce, 
 Official Provider for the Health Alliance for Austin Musicians (HAAM) HearUSA, Epic  
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GROWING HEALTHY FAMILIES IN OUR COMMUNITY FOR OVER 60 YEARS!

Offi ce Hours: Mon–Thurs 7am–7pm, Fri 7am–5:30pm 
512-930-5930 | www.carusdental.com

950 W. University Ave. Ste 101, Georgetown, TX 78626

Go ahead. Smile!
Ken Brennan, D.D.S. | Martin Shedeck, D.D.S. | Emily Abbott, D.D.S.

services include:
general dentistry 

restorative dentistry 
cosmetic dentistry 

family dentistry
invisalign 

teeth whitening 
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AT THE CAPITOL

After an extended session, the Lege 
calls it quits with a balanced budget
By Marcus Funk

With the state budget fully designed and 
its funding plans passed to the gover-
nor, Williamson County’s delegation in 
the Texas House of Representatives said 
the surprise special session has been an 
overall success. But what caught the most 
attention were two prominent Republican 
priorities—arguments that became more 
fueled as deadline after deadline continued 
to pass.

The Lege’s highest priority, said 
freshman Rep. Charles Schwertner, 
R-Georgetown, was to balance the 
state budget without raising taxes. The 
Legislature did that, but it took longer 
than expected; a spartan budget plan 
was passed in May along party lines, but 
it took the impromptu special session to 
solidify funding mechanisms determin-
ing how funding for health care and 
public education would be divided. Of 
special note is a bill granting more fiscal 
flexibility to local school districts, which 
will be allowed to reduce pay of teachers 
and administrators or institute furloughs 
instead of layoffs.

“I think we sent a message to the 
nation that Texas, at least, is going to live 
within its means,” said Schwertner, who Comment at more.impactnews.com/13545

was also a member of the House budget 
writing committee. “We prioritized the 
spending of Texas and lived within our 
budget, without raising taxes, and that’s 
an important statement that the rest of 
the nation needs to hear.”

The Legislature also passed a bill 
adjusting funding plans for the troubled 
Texas Windstorm Insurance Agency, 
which works with hurricane victims. 

Left undone were conservative initia-
tives on so-called “sanctuary cities,” or 
municipalities with lax enforcement 
policies concerning undocumented 
immigrants, as well as a bill banning 
invasive pat-downs by Transportation 
Security Administration officials at air-
ports. Supporters called the pat-downs 
akin to groping. Both bills disintegrated 
in the final days and hours as Repub-
lican leaders in the House and Senate 
could not agree on dueling versions and 
conflicting amendments that had been 
added to each bill.

“The anti-groping bill really became a 
phenomenon in the last few days, espe-
cially since so many horror stories began 
coming out of airports,” said Rep. Larry 
Gonzales, R-Round Rock.

Both bills were added midway through 
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Rep. Larry Gonzales, R-Round Rock, said he felt the special session produced several significant out-
comes, despite legislators’ mixed opinions of the “sanctuary cities” bill and the anti-pat-down bill.

the special session by Gov. Rick Perry; 
originally, only the funding mechanisms 
had been mentioned. As the special ses-
sion continued, lawmakers grew absent, 
to the point that the House could not 
reach quorum twice. House Speaker 
Joe Straus, R-San Antonio, sparked 
controversy in his chamber by publicly 
criticizing the TSA bill. When the Senate 
adjourned before the House, a number 
of Representatives accused the upper 
chamber of stifling debate and dooming 

both pieces of legislation.
Gonzales said that despite the lockdown 

over the TSA and “sanctuary cities” bills, 
the special session was worth the time.

“The days don’t matter so much to me. 
If it takes a little extra time to get it right, 
then so be it,” Gonzales said. “We took 
the extra days we needed, we tied up a few 
loose ends, and made things a little bit 
better.”

Friday, August 26, 2011 - 6:30 p.m.
Four Seasons Hotel | Austin, Texas 

Honoring 
Rebecca Powers
Founder, Impact Austin

For additional information on the Gala, 
to purchase tickets or learn about sponsorship opportunities 

please call Heidi Doering at 512.313.4110 
or visit www.concordia.edu/EIL

HWY 195 
Metal Recyclers, LLC

We Buy Scrap Metal, Copper, Aluminum 
and Salvage Vehicles

Metal Recycling Yard 
Now Open!

CONVENIENT 
LOCATION 
CLOSE TO 

I-35

5307 HWY 195 • Georgetown, TX • 512-966-3030

FOR CASH!
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Summer fun can be tough on your entire house.  
Protect your fl oors with our Austin special.

Carpet • Tile & Grout • Upholstery • Leather 
Area Rug • 24 HR Emergency Water Damage Restoration

stanleysteemer.com

Call today for one of  our 
Austin specials:

512-926-8549

Full Service Cleaning

Carpet Cleaning Special:
$33 per room

Minimum charges apply. Must present coupon at time of service. 
Not valid with any other offer. Residential Only. Combined living 
areas, L-shaped rooms and rooms over 300 sq. ft. are considered 

2 areas. Baths, halls, large walk-in closets and area rugs are 
priced separately. Protector not included. Valid at participating 
locations only. Certain restrictions may apply. Call for details. 

Offer expires 8/31/11 • Promo Code: SC33

Summer Savings 
from Stanley Steemer®

When Feeling Great Can’t Wait!
Busy Families and Individuals:

ALLERGIES

INJURED  
ARM 

(X-RAY) 

•  See a friendly, qualified medical 
provider – walk in TODAY!

•  Available days, evenings and 
weekends.

•  WAHOO!® – (Wait At Home Or 
Office); we’ll call you to let you 
know when your exam room  
will be ready!

•  Most major insurance accepted, 
including Medicare and Medicaid; 
or a discount program is available 
for uninsured patients.

INSECT 
BITE

EAR 
INFECTION

1-888-306-5311

Mon-Fri 8am-8pm
Sat-Sun 8am-4pm

NextCareImpact.com

Visit NextCareSummer.com  
for seasonal health tips!

GEORGETOWN 
900 N. Austin Ave., Ste. 105
ROUND ROCK  
1240 E. Palm Valley Blvd.
AUSTIN (Pecan Park) 
12701 FM 620
AUSTIN 
6001 W. William Cannon, Ste. 302

TXGtowm_Comm-ImpactNewsPpr_QTR4c_0711.indd   1 6/8/11   10:00 AM
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MUD
Continued from | 1

MUDS in central Williamson County
 
1   Stonewall Ranch 

2   Williamson County No. 19, 19A

3   Williamson County No. 18

4   Williamson County No. 17

5    West Williamson County No. 1

6   Williamson County No. 12

7   Williamson County No. 13

8   Parkside Mayfield Ranch

9   Block House 

10   Vista Oaks

MUD, said the MUD was created 
in 2005 to service the development, 
although nothing has yet been built 
on the property.

“Without knowing where the 
wastewater [service] is coming 
from, we’re stuck,” Willatt said.

MUD No. 19
A municipal utility district is an 

entity authorized by the TCEQ to 
provide services including water, 
sewage and drainage within its 
boundaries.

MUDs can be created by the 
TCEQ, county commissioners 
court or an act of the Legislature. 
Governed by a board of directors, 
MUDs have powers that include 
levying taxes, incurring debt and 
charging for services. The devel-
oper can be reimbursed for infra-
structure costs through selling 
bonds.

“Under the water code, when 
you buy property in a MUD, the 
seller has to have you sign an affida-
vit acknowledging that you’re buy-
ing property in a MUD, and that 
you’ll be paying taxes,” Willatt said.

MUDs allow development to 
occur outside of an area served by 
a municipality. The board can enter 
into contracts with entities to pro-
vide services that they do not have 
themselves, including fire fighting, 
solid waste and recycling services.

Briggs said Berry Creek in 
Georgetown started out as a MUD. 
In the early 1990s the MUD dis-
solved and the city purchased the 
water and wastewater infrastruc-
ture. The property where Sun City 
is located was originally a MUD 
before it was developed.

Williamson County MUD No. 19 
was originally created in Liberty 
Hill’s extraterritorial jurisdiction 
with the 1,480-acre tract, known 
as the Santa Rita tract, and an addi-
tional 380-acre piece of property 

known as the Middlebrook tract.
In 2006, the MUD reached an 

agreement with the Lower Colo-
rado River Authority, Brazos 
River Authority and Chisholm 
Trail Special Utility District for 
wastewater service at the LCRA 
Liberty Hill sewage treatment 
plant. At the time, Willatt said 
developers were told the plant did 
not have capacity for the Santa 
Rita portion of MUD No. 19, only 
the Middlebrook portion. 

He said in 2006, the City of 
Georgetown and MUD No. 19 
negotiated for about a year con-
cerning the possibility of sending 
the Santa Rita wastewater to the 
Cimarron Hills plant 4 miles east 
of the development, but Willatt 
said the developer did not consider 
that plan to be financially feasible.

Willatt said MUD No. 19 reached 
an agreement with Chisholm Trail 
SUD in 2008 for retail water ser-
vice to the Santa Rita portion and 
sewer service whenever it became 
available. 

In January 2011, the MUD split 
into two separate entities—the 
original MUD No. 19 consisting of 
the Middlebrook tract and MUD 
No. 19A being the Santa Rita tract.

TCEQ spokeswoman Lisa 
Wheeler said the commission 
received an application for a per-
mit Jan. 20. It was ruled adminis-
tratively complete March 4.

Wheeler said the next step in 
the process, which will take place 
in July, is for the commission to 
conduct a receiving water assess-
ment—a review that will establish 
requirements of the wastewater 
plant discharge so there are no 
impacts to aquatic life or human 
health.

Wheeler said the draft permit 
could be finished by September, 
after which a public hearing could 
be held. She estimated that the 
TCEQ would not make a final 
decision until early 2012.

Santa Rita KC, LLC managing 

developer Bill Gunn said the dis-
charge from the proposed wastewa-
ter facility would run about 9,000 
feet in Sowes Branch Creek before 
it gets to the San Gabriel River. 

“We won’t affect appreciatively 
the lake water quality at all,” Gunn 
said. “In fact, what we [would] put 
into the creek is much more pure 
than what is in it.”

Regional wastewater plans
Cities and water districts can 

collaborate on wastewater master 
plans. Hutto City Council voted in 
May for the city to join a plan with 
the surrounding cities and water 
districts to determine where waste-
water plants are constructed. 

“It minimizes the number of 

plants out there, which would 
minimize the environmental 
impact,” Hutto City Engineer Matt 
Bushak said. “It also helps us com-
bine resources.”

The plans are not enforceable, 
meaning the municipalities in the 
plan cannot force another entity 
to abide by them, but Bushak said 
the TCEQ does look at the results 
of the plans. 

Briggs said the city participates 
in a regional wastewater treatment 
plan where it tries to ensure facili-
ties are built in optimal locations 
for sustainable development.

“Our interest is a little bit differ-
ent than some of the development, 
because our interest is maintaining 
water quality and making sure the 

proper and organized systems are 
put into place,” he said. “Develop-
ment is very interested in making 
sure that facilities go on the ground 
so that they can sell lots. There is a 
happy medium between the two, 
but there must be a balance in that 
equation for both the public and the 
private entity to make sure that both 
objectives are appropriately met.”

Briggs said MUD No. 19 has 
other options for wastewater ser-
vice besides a new plant on the 
Santa Rita tract.

“It’s not that we’re totally against 
a plant—we build plants—but 
the question is whether a plant is 
needed at that location for that dis-
charge,” Briggs said.
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The Texas Commission on Environmental 
Quality lists about 25 active MUDs in William-
son County. Mike Willatt, attorney for MUD 
No. 19, said many developers think that hav-
ing a MUD gives them a competitive edge.

“If the developer is going to get reimbursed 
water and wastewater and drainage facilities 
through bonds, he can sell the lots at a lower 
price than would be the case if he had to re-
cover everything in the lot sale,” Willatt said. 
“So, you get a lower price on the lot, which in 
turn, puts a lower price on the house, which 
in turn makes it easier to get a mortgage.”
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11   Highlands at Mayfield Ranch

12   Brushy Creek

13   Walsh Ranch

14   Williamson County No. 10

15   Williamson County No. 15

16   Williamson County No. 11

17   Meadows at Chandler Creek

18   Paloma Lake No. 1

19   Paloma Lake No. 2

20   Williamson County No. 22

21   Williamson County No. 16

Comment at more.impactnews.com/13552

Source: Williamson Central Appraisal District

Why MUDs matter

Weir

SPECIALIZED CARE FOR THE 
SKIN, HAIR AND NAILS
Skin Cancer Prevention 
& Treatment Skin Rejuvenation

COSMETIC SERVICES INCLUDE
Laser Hair Removal  
Photofacial/Intense Pulsed Light 
Botox • Fillers • Chemical Peels  
Microdermabrasion

Specialized Skin Care.  
Trust the care of your skin 
to the providers at Lone 
Star Dermatology. 
Combining specialized 
training with 
advanced treatments 
to care for you.

512.260.5860
www.lonestardermatology.com
1401 Medical Parkway | Bldg. B, Suite 300 | Cedar Park, TX 78613

Aubrey Chad Hartmann, MD
Board Certified Dermatologist

Melody Vander Straten, MD
Board Certified Dermatologist 

Kelly Webb, PA-C
Physician Assistant

Tricia Winters, PA-C
Physician Assistant

Anne Marie Slater, LA
Aesthetician
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RECEIVE TWO FREE MOVIE TICKETS
when you schedule your child’s back-to-school 
sports physical in July.

Our experienced team provides comprehensive, personalized 
care for children, with access to a network of nationally renowned 
specialists. We provide leading-edge medical and surgical care 
in comforting, family-oriented settings. Our pediatricians and 
pediatric specialists work together to achieve the best outcome 
for each child entrusted to our care.

WE’RE GETTING YOU READY 
TO GO BACK TO SCHOOL

For more information, visit roundrock.sw.org, or  
call 512-509-KIDS (5437)

Extended Pediatric Hours:
Monday - Thursday: 7:30 a.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Friday: 8 a.m. – 5 p.m. 

Scott & White Clinic – Cedar Park West
Pediatric Services
12129 FM 620, Suite 600-E
Austin, TX 78750 
512-336-3400 

Scott & White Clinic – 425 University Boulevard
Pediatric Services
425 University Boulevard
Round Rock, TX 78665
512-509-KIDS (5437)

Scott & White accepts all major insurance plans.
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ETJ
Continued from | 1
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Future Chandler Rd.

ETJ parcels to be 
relinquished by Hutto

Final boundary 
agreement

petition the city to be annexed in volun-
tary annexations, and the city initiates the 
process during an involuntary annexation.

Taylor went through the process of 
involuntary annexation for 419 acres last 
November near the intersection of the 
future Chandler Road and CR 101.

Taylor Assistant City Manager Jeff 
Straub said the city’s goal in the annexa-
tions was to control development in the 
corridor of the planned Chandler Road 
extension.

Before the City of Taylor finalized the 
annexation process Nov. 23, property 
owners who would be in Taylor’s new 
ETJ went to the City of Hutto and filed 
requests with the city to be voluntarily 
annexed into Hutto’s ETJ. City Council 
members approved adding the proper-
ties to Hutto’s ETJ.

Some of the properties were then 
considered by each city to be in its ETJ. 
Straub said Taylor and Hutto had to come 
up with a boundary line because, by law, 
ETJs cannot overlap. 

Straub said the cities have discussed 
creating an ETJ agreement for more than 
five years, but the two councils had never 
been able to come to terms.

Holland said the recent annexations 
brought the growth boundary discussion 
to the table again for Hutto and Taylor.

“When that motion started, that got 
the two cities talking again,” Holland 
said. “There’s no reason for us to fight 
over property lines.”

Drawing the line
Holland said the two cities’ staff nego-

tiated to determine a boundary line. 
When they were unable to reach an 
agreement, Holland and Taylor Coun-
cil Member John McDonald, who was 
mayor pro tem at the time, also met to 
discuss the issue.

McDonald said Taylor was prepared 
to go to court to defend its rights, but 
that action ended up being unnecessary. 
Straub said the two council members’ 
meeting paved the way for city staff to 
negotiate a boundary line.

The dividing line chosen by the 
two cities runs along the west side of  
CR 129, FM 3349 and CR 101 before 

heading north and following the San 
Gabriel River.

“County Road 101 is where we always 
thought of as our eastern boundary,” Hol-
land said.

Straub said the boundary line allowed 
the City of Taylor to accomplish its goals.

“It’s the best option because we can 
agree upon it,” Straub said. “It’s a logi-
cal boundary line, and we of course have 
retained Wilco Recycling up to the north, 
which is important to us, so I think every-
one’s pleased, and that’s the most impor-
tant thing, that both cities feel like it’s fair 
and are happy to work together.”

Hutto relinquished its recent ETJ 
acquisitions that were east of CR 101, as 
well as a tract of land northeast of the 
intersection of Hwy. 79 and CR 101.

The resolution approved by Hutto on 
June 2 stated that the agreement was also 
to resolve any future issues regarding 
future territorial limits. 

“With cities that border one another, 
the ETJ boundary is necessary for both of 
the communities to move forward [con-
cerning] where their growth is going to 
occur,” Holland said.

Hutto already has similar ETJ agree-
ments with the cities of Round Rock, 
Pflugerville and Georgetown, Hutto City 
Manager Ed Broussard said. Straub said 
Taylor has ETJ agreements with Pfluger-
ville and Manor and is in negotiations 

with Elgin for a similar agreement.

Affected properties
Straub said the 52 acres disannexed 

by the City of Taylor are uninhabited. 
One parcel is farmland and the other is 
a creek bed. He said the city had not yet 
collected property taxes on the land, and 
once it was disannexed it went back into 
the county’s jurisdiction. 

The boundary line resulted in some 
ETJ exchange between Hutto and Taylor. 
Those properties could now be annexed 
by a different city in the future.

Straub said at this point, Taylor does 
not intend to annex any farther north, 
but future city councils could develop 
different plans.

He said most of the property north of 
city limits would be eligible for develop-
ment agreements. If their property has 
an agricultural use, the owners can sign a 
development agreement with the city and 
not be annexed for 15 years. The agree-
ment can extend for two more periods of 
15 years, potentially a total of 45 years.

“It’s kind of a win-win because [those 
properties] don’t come into the city lim-
its, but it also allows you to extend your 
city limits beyond them if you choose to,” 
Straub said.

Comment at more.impactnews.com/13551

•	 ETJ is the area outside of the city limits 
where a city can grow into in the future. 

•	 ETJs cannot overlap. 

•	 Cities with populations between 5,000 
and 25,000 the ETJ extends 1 mile from 
the city limits.  As populations increase, 
the size of a city’s ETJ may also increase.

•	 Territory from the ETJ can be added 
to city limits through voluntary and 
involuntary annexation. 

Source: Cities of Hutto and Taylor

As part of the growth boundary agreement, Taylor had to disannex 52 acres it had incorporated in 
November, and both cities had to relinquish land in extraterritorial jurisdictions.

What is extraterritorial  
jurisdiction?

1019 W. University Ave. Suite 315
Georgetown, TX 78628

(512) 863-4573
www.golfranchshop.com

I-35 and Hwy. 29 – Exit 261
Located in The Wolf Ranch 

Shopping Center next to Kohls

• Custom fi tting
• Full service repair shop
• Teaching professional
• Expert staff
• Low price guarantee
• Golf course simulator

Men, Ladies 
and Juniors

For every $50 you spend in the 
month of July, Enter your name 

to WIN a set of JPX-800s- Mizuno’s 
newest game improvement irons!!

5,000 Sq. Ft. Store 

A Business Built on honesty and fairness.

Join us the last Thurs-
day of the month from 
6-8 for our Customer 
Appreciation Party

Dinner Buffet – Drinks 
Mizuno door prizes given 
away every 15 minutes

• House Brand Moisture Wicking 
Shirts 2 for $45.00

• Soaker Hats $19.99
• Leather gloves $9.99
• Specializing in Clothing and 

Shoe Closeouts 30 – 70% off
• Experienced golf balls $6.00/

Dozen

Store Specials!
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“Rock Solid... Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow”

ARE YOU READY TO TAKE YOUR
BUSINESS TO THE NEXT LEVEL?

5.25%*
SEE US FOR A COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE  LOAN.

7 YEAR 
FIXED RATE

20 Year Amortization • No Prepayment Penalty

Call Jim Howey (ext. 7317) or 
Jim Greenwood (ext. 7379) at 
512.302.5555 or 800.252.1310

FREE CHECKING
250+ FREE ATMs
21 METRO LOCATIONS

*Rate applies to 1st lien commercial real estate loans with a loan to value of 80% or less; construction/development 
loan rates/terms may vary. Rates and terms are subject to change without notice. Austin Telco Federal Credit Union 
is federally insured to at least $250,000 per member by the National Credit Union Administration.
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services for seniors and also serves 
on the Georgetown Aging Initia-
tive Advisory Committee, which 
was created in 2009 to identify the 
needs of Georgetown’s aging popu-
lation and help find ways to fill the 
gaps in service.

Handley officially became a 
Georgetown citizen in 2009 when 
she purchased a home in the Vil-
lage at Riverbend subdivision, 
which is one of many communities  
in Georgetown with a 55 and older 
age restriction.  

“Georgetown is a really nice-
sized town,” she said. “I had been 
working here, so it made a lot of 
sense [to move here], so I didn’t 
have to commute any longer. It’s 

Demographics
Continued from | 1

just a very friendly town. Now 
that it has gotten a certain size, it 
has basically all the amenities you 
could ask for in the city. Before 
they opened Wolf Ranch the 
shopping wasn’t that good, but it 
really is a delightful place to live.”

City officials have said Sun 
City and other age-restricted 
communities have also been a 
major attraction for residents. 

 “We are certainly older than 
we were a few years ago because 
we’ve had so much growth in 
our retirement communities,” 
Georgetown Chamber of Com-
merce President Mel Pendland 
said. “But there are still plenty of 
young people coming here.” 

Georgetown’s median age, 
according to the 2010 census, is 
44 years, which is about eight 

years higher than in 2000 and 
more than 10 years higher than 
most of the surrounding commu-
nities.

Pendland said Georgetown’s 
population is consistent with the 
rest of the country.

“Because we have a concentra-
tion in Sun City, it may be more 
obvious,” Pendland said. “As you’ll 
see, those assisted living facilities 
and nursing homes will be built in 
closer proximity to Sun City, sim-
ply because there is a large, local 
population of seniors.”

Hu and his partners opened 
Georgetown Living off Shell Road 
near Sun City in January 2010. 

“To situate ourselves close to 
Sun City was very key,” Hu said 
about the facility’s location. 

In March, construction began 
on a 9,000-square-foot expansion 
project at the facility. 

“We’ve had an overwhelm-
ing demand, even though in 
Georgetown there are quite a few 
Alzheimer’s [disease care] facili-
ties,” Hu said. “So what we decided 
to do [was expand] a little earlier 
than we had wanted, but we believe 
we are doing good, and it just felt 
like the right time to expand.”

Hu’s business is among sev-
eral new and expanding busi-
nesses in Georgetown that cater 
to an older crowd. Others include 
The Assisted Living at Tallwood, 
which opened in May; Legacy 
at Georgetown, which is sched-
uled to break ground later this 
summer; and Orchard Park of 

Georgetown, also expected to 
break ground this year.

“I think [those new facilities 
coming] is in response to the 
market,” Pendland said. “People 
will build those facilities, but 
only when their own analysis tells 
them that the market is strong.”

Other facilities opening this 
year include The Wesleyan at 
Estrella Assisted Living center 
and Estrella Oaks Rehabilitation 
& Care Center. 

“There is definitely a need [for 
our services],” The Wesleyan at 
Estrella Campus Executive Direc-
tor Becky Folta-May said, adding 
that the demand for the Wesleyan’s 
services is pushing the community 
to move forward with plans for 
several new facilities and added 
care levels. Along with the Estrella 
campus, The Wesleyan also oper-
ates The Wesleyan at Scenic and a 
new hospice care unit.

Economy
Aside from stimulating growth 

in the assisted living sector of 
Georgetown’s economy, Sun City’s 
population has been credited with 
positively affecting the economy 
in other areas.

“I think it’s pretty clear that 
while many live on fixed incomes, 
there are many seniors who are 
affluent and who shop locally,” 
Pendland said. “The impact of 
their spending locally is very 
positive for business and the city’s 
sales tax coffers.”

City officials also attribute Sun 

City and other age-restricted 
communities with bringing in a 
large population who is willing 
to share its time and expertise 
toward making Georgetown a 
vibrant community, Georgetown 
Economic Development Director 
Mark Thomas said. 

“The positive things about 
having a Sun City here, the indi-
viduals that live in Sun City, the 
ones I’ve met, they are typically 
very worldly, well-traveled, had 
interesting careers, they achieved 
a lot in their careers and in their 
lives, and many are still doing 
it,” Thomas said. “They are still 
actively engaged.”

Thomas said Sun City and 
other age-restricted community 
residents make up a large per-
centage of individuals serving on 
city boards and commissions, as 
well as the city’s volunteer force.

“Among our seniors in George-
town is an incredible pool of vol-
unteers with a wealth of life expe-
rience and an eagerness to serve. 
That is a tremendous asset for this 
community that many communi-
ties would envy,” Pendland said. 
“I think Georgetown is very for-
tunate to be in this position, and 
we owe a debt of gratitude to those 
in our city who saw the benefit of 
having a Sun City in our commu-
nity and who made the informed 
decisions that allowed us to attract 
a development of that caliber to 
Georgetown.”

Comment at more.impactnews.com/13553
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Community assessment

The Georgetown Aging Initiative Advisory Committee, which began in 
2009 with a goal to make the city a better place for older residents 
and their caregivers, is working with Family Eldercare, which provides 
services to elders, adults with disabilities and those who care for them, 
to conduct a comprehensive community assessment of older adult 
needs and services. 

“We decided that we needed to look at this in a more global fashion to re-
ally see what was here and what the needs were because the needs were 
only going to grow,” said Rita Handley, executive director of Faith in Action 
Caregivers–Georgetown and member of the advisory committee. 

The City Council agreed June 28 to co-sponsor the survey. 

The group will collect opinions on local health, social and transpor-
tation services, opportunities for social and civil engagement and 
support for families and caregivers of older adults. 

The assessment’s four components include:

•	Focus groups with older adults
•	A comprehensive survey of older adults
•	Focus groups of key leaders
•	An inventory of existing services

Handley said focus groups will be held through the end of the sum-
mer, while the survey will be available through the end of the year. 

Source: 2010 Census American Fact Finder
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All Things Kids
Georgetown store offers safe, quality toys

K aren and Christian 
Soeffker, owners of All 
Things Kids, a toy store in 

Georgetown, have made it their 
goal to offer quality toys made in 
Europe and North America since 
the business opened nearly three 
months ago.

The  Soeffkers designed the 
store with their son, Carl, in mind 
after moving from Germany to 
north Austin five years ago. 

Carl’s grandmother began 
sending toys from Germany to 
her grandson, and other parents 
began to ask the Soeffkers where 
they bought their toys. Christian 
began ordering more German 
toys for those who wanted them, 
and due to excess demand, he 
created an online toy store called 
www.carlandme.com. The busi-
ness took off, and two years ago, 
the family moved to George-
town, where they decided to 
open a storefront on the Square.

Because of the amount of 
recalls with toys manufactured 

in China, the Soeffkers decided 
only to carry toys from Europe, 
Canada and the United States, 
all of which have much stricter 
safety standards, Karen said.

“These toys are very, very safe, 
especially the wooden toys. They 
just last for years,” Karen said. “If 
these kids buy them, they’ll be 
handing them down to their chil-
dren when they get to that age.”

The family sell toys that are 
safe but also strives to make 
their products unique.

“The quality of the toys is what’s 
so wonderful to me. I know what 
it’s like to buy plastic toys that 
have been recalled,” said Suzanne 
Tobleman, a mother of two, add-
ing that a few years ago her chil-
dren’s toys had been recalled in a 
lead poisoning scare. As a result 
her family began to lean toward 
natural products. 

At the store, children can 
interact with solar-powered toys, 
recycled cardboard shaped like 
rocket ships and castles, or little 

bricks and cement that create 
actual brick buildings. Some toys 
and books come from local art-
ists, such as a Georgetown artist 
who makes puzzles. 

“We go out and hand-pick 
them. We don’t want these to 
be toys that are mass-available,” 
Karen said. “We’re looking 
for original toys children have 
hardly ever seen before.”

All Things Kids also has play 
zones at the back of the store, 
which hold birthday parties, 
camps and classes. Parents can 
bring their children to one of the 
play zones for $5 a day, where they 
can play with their children, or let 
play coaches help them build and 
create things while parents relax 
in a viewing area where coffee, 
drinks and free Wi-Fi are offered. 

“We use all of the space as 
much as we can for different 
things at different times of the 
day,” Karen said. “It’s actually an 
interactive toy store, so it’s half 
retail and half events.”

 The front area at All Things Kids is filled with 
toys, books, games and puzzles.

 Carl Soeffker inspired the All Things Kids concept. 
 

All Things Kids
703 S. Main St., Georgetown
868-2659
www.allthingskidsusa.com
Twitter: @allthingskidstx
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Located in the Austin Avenue Medical Plaza  |  3201 South Austin Avenue, Suite #305, Georgetown

512-686-1650 • www.georgetownplasticsurgery.com
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Owner Karen Soeffker, 
pictured with her son, Carl, 
offers a variety of European 

and North American toys.  
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C indy Gonzalez has always been 
passionate about helping others 
grow their businesses, but it was not 

something she had intended to make a 
career doing. 

After working for about 10 years run-
ning her own alteration business, Gonzalez 
got involved with helping her mother com-
plete some embroidery work for Round 
Rock’s Hopewell Middle School.

“I fell into [this business],” Gonzalez 
said. “I went and bought a small embroi-
dery machine, and it just took off.”

She then opened Quality Monogram-
ming Etc. in 1999 from her home. The 
business expanded to include promotional 
products in 2008, and Gonzalez changed 
the business name Quality Promotions.

“People kept asking for the promotional 
products also since we do all the artwork 
in-house,” she said. “Since we already had 
the artwork, we just started offering more 
items ... things you need for trade shows.”

In addition to monogramming and pro-
motional products, Gonzalez offers screen 
printing, rhinestone designs and accents 
and vinyl signs.

Gonzalez set up shop in Hutto in 2006 
and decided to get involved with the Hutto 
Chamber of Commerce. 

“I met [Hutto business owner] Mahlon 
Arnett, and I asked him, ‘Mahlon, how 
do you get connected in the community?’ 
And he said, ‘Just keep showing up,’” 
Gonzalez said. “I kept showing up, and 
slowly I ended up starting a networking 
group out there.”

Gonzalez started Businesses Building 

Quality Promotions owner Cindy Gonzalez offers promotional products, screen printing and monogram-
ming services. Some of her clients include The Texan Cafe, Hutto ISD and Hutto Fire and Rescue.

Businesses Network, also known as B3 
Network, in 2005 to create a community 
of individuals interested in learning and 
sharing their knowledge to help each 
other’s businesses. The group, which has 
about 30 members from across the Central 
Texas area, meets every Friday morning in 
Hutto at Rio Grande Mexican Restaurant 
from 7:30–9 a.m. 

“I like helping people succeed,” she 
said. “My goal is to connect people and 
help people.”

Since getting involved in the Hutto com-
munity, Gonzalez has become a vendor 
for Hutto ISD and does work for Hutto 
Fire and Rescue, as well as many Hutto 
businesses, including The Texan Cafe and 
Hutto Family Eye Care. 

“Having my shop was awesome, but I 
didn’t get a lot of walk-in traffic, so I didn’t 
see the point in having a physical location,” 
Gonzalez said, adding that sometimes jobs 
would keep her in the shop long after busi-
ness hours. “I would be there all night. This 
way, I can take a nap if I need to, and I do 
tend to work around the clock sometimes.” 

She closed her storefront and moved the 
business into her east Round Rock house.

“I’m still very involved in Hutto,” she 
said. “I tend to stay in Hutto. Hutto’s my 
town, and I love the people.”

Gonzalez’s passion for Hutto and educa-
tion led her to help create the Hutto Educa-
tion Foundation, which supports Hutto 
ISD and various student organizations.

“In getting involved with the founda-
tion, I found out that I have a big heart for 
philanthropy,” Gonzalez said. “I want to 
help as much as I can.”

In 2010, Gonzalez was named Citizen 
of the Year by the Hutto Chamber of 
Commerce.

Quality Promotions
576-3990*
info@qltpromotions.com
www.qltpromotions.com
* Quality Promotions owner Cindy Gonzalez is hearing impaired 
and prefers customers to contact her by email or text message, 
she said.

By Beth Wade

Quality  
Promotions
Business owner aims to 
grow other businesses

BUSINESS

B
et

h 
W

ad
e

Wisdom teeth removal is a common procedure for 
teens. Waiting can mean costly complications.  It’s 
often handled in just one visit with one follow-up. 
And most patients are up and going with little or no 
discomfort in just a few days.
Schedule your teen’s wisdom teeth exam today!

920 N. Main Street, Taylor • 4211 S. Lamar, Austin  • 800-853-9801
t a y l o r d e n t i s t . c o m

All treatment by general dentists Mark Falke and William Cabaniss

Bring in this ad to receive a
FREE exam and Panorex X-Ray! (a $229 value!)

Current wisdom holds...
...That wisdom teeth must go!

TAY
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DINING

La Playa Cafe
Family opens costal-inspired Mexican restaurant

L a Playa Cafe in Georgetown is the 
newest member of a group of restau-
rants owned by the Trevino family. 

Israel Trevino opened La Playa in Septem-
ber 2010, making it the third iteration of 
his family’s interior and coastal Mexican 
food concept.

Trevino said people are often surprised 
at what they find when they walk into the 
restaurant, located on Williams Drive.

“At first they [think] they are going to 
find just another Mexican restaurant, but 
then they realize they found something 
unique,” Trevino said.

La Playa—which means “the beach” in 
Spanish—is decorated much like a beach-
side Mexican cantina, and photos of Playa 
del Carmen, a Mexican resort city, echo 
the coastal theme in the dining room. 

Trevino said he thinks the reason his 
family has been so successful—he and his 
brother, Daniel, opened another location of 
La Playa in Harlingen five years ago after 
their father’s La Playa restaurant in Corpus 
Christi took off—is the restaurant’s use of 
only fresh ingredients.

“We’re not so much worried about the 
bottom line,” Trevino said. “We’re worried 
about having happy customers.”

The menu has many of seafood options 
such as fish poblano, which is a fish filet 
grilled and topped with shrimp, scallops, 
poblano slices, mushrooms and onions 
sauteed in a creamy white wine sauce 
($16.99). 

La Playa also offers five different prepa-
rations of oysters from oysters on the half 
shell ($5.95 for six and $9.95 for 12), to 

mango oysters ($8.95 for six and $13.95 for 
12), which are broiled and topped with a 
mango-infused chipotle sauce and sauteed 
vegetables. 

General Manager Erica Hucks said her 
favorite item is the La Canasta, which is 
half an eggplant filled with shrimp and 
scallops in a pico de gallo cream sauce, 
then fried ($13.99 served with rice, charro 
beans and guacamole).

“The seafood in it, that mixture is just 
so wonderful. I don’t like eggplant, but the 
fact that it’s deeply fried and has that sea-
food mixture with it, it’s just amazing. I’ve 
never seen it anywhere else,” Hucks said.

That is not to say there are not old 
favorites diners will be familiar with, such 
as enchiladas and tacos. La Playa boasts 
10 varieties of enchiladas (from $9.99 to 
$11.99 for two enchiladas served with rice, 
refried beans, pico de gallo and guaca-
mole) and five taco options (from $8.99 
to $12.99, served with rice, refried beans, 
pico de gallo and guacamole). 

Trevino said La Playa’s fajitas ($12.95 for 
one and $23.90 for two) have won awards 
in Corpus Christi and Harlingen.

He said he is looking to expand and 
open another restaurant in the area. He 
was approached by the owner of a build-
ing previously occupied by Carraba’s in 
North Austin, 6406 N. I-35, about opening 
a restaurant there. And, while La Playa has 
been successful, Trevino is always looking 
to evolve.

“We strive to innovate,” he said. “We’re 
always searching for ways to make things 
better.” 

By Macy Hurwitz

La Playa Cafe has won awards for its margaritas 
and has popular happy hour specials.

La Playa Cafe’s fried avocado is one of the 
restaurant’s most popular dishes.

La Playa Cafe owner Israel Trevino, with his wife, Samantha, and children Ian (left), Madison and Elijah, 
opened the third iteration of his family’s restaurant in September 2010.

Healthier options
•	Mango ceviche ($10.99) 

Fresh shrimp and tilapia in a lime marinade 
tossed with pico de gallo and diced 
mango, served with avocado slices and 
crackers

•	Pollo asado ($9.99) 
A grilled, seasoned chicken breast served 
with steamed veggies, rice and  
guacamole.

•	Steamed fish ($18.99) 
Steamed fish filet and three jumbo shrimp 
with mushrooms, onions, jalapeños and 
tomatoes. Served with steamed vegeta-
bles and guacamole. 

Popular dish
The fried stuffed avocado ($11.99) is half of 
a fresh avocado filled with beef or chicken 
fajita meat and Monterrey Jack cheese, 
breaded and deep fried. It is served with a 
fajita taco, rice and a cup of tortilla soup. 
Diners may choose to top the avocado with 
chile con queso or ranchero sauce for $1.  
La Playa owner Israel Trevino said it is one 
of his favorite dishes. 

La Playa Cafe
3010 Williams Drive, Ste. 102
868-4433
www.laplayacafe.com

M
ac

y 
H

ur
w

it
z 

C
ar

o
lin

e 
S

to
ne

C
ar

o
lin

e 
S

to
ne

W
illiam

s Dr.

Lakeway D
r.

Bootys Rd.
35

IRS Letters? Don’t fret! We 
can help resolve the issues!

Gary R. Brown, CMA, CPA, CITP, PFS • 5353 Williams Dr., Suite 200, Georgetown
512-930-3003 • www.gbrowncpa.com

Let us take your accounting to the “CLOUDS”! We can host your accounting program.

Time to 
review your 

2011 tax 
plans!

Time to 
review your 

2011 tax 
plans! 
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PEOPLE

By Beth Wade

Donald Hill
Taylor mayor remembers service to city

D onald Hill has served as District 
1 Taylor city councilman for 25 
years, but his service to the city 

did not begin on the dais.
“I’ve had a good run [on council],” 

Hill said.
In addition to sitting on the City Coun-

cil, Hill works for the Capital Area Rural 
Transportation System, where he is in 
charge of field operations.

Hill was born in Taylor in 1937 in his 
family home and grew up with three 
brothers. After graduating from Taylor 
public schools in 1956, he joined the U.S. 
Marine Corps, which led him to Oki-
nawa, Guam and Virginia. After some 
time away from home, and a stint living 
in Washington, D.C., Hill and his wife, 
Leslie, whom he married in 1961, decided 
to move back home to be closer to family.

Back in Taylor, Hill had several different 
jobs, working at Austin White Lime Com-
pany, the post office and Alcoa before tak-
ing a job with Williamson-Burnet County 
Opportunities Inc., a nonprofit that pro-
vides a wide range of social services and 
economic opportunities in Williamson 
and Burnet counties.

Taylor native Donald Hill, who was first elected to City Council in 1986, began working with the city in 
1969 while helping supervise city employees at Robinson Pool. 
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He served as the WBCO Taylor Neigh-
borhood Center director and oversaw 
centers in six other communities.

His passion for serving inspired him in 
his time at the center, where he helped citi-
zens apply for social services and provided 
transportation and community outreach.

“We looked at the needs of the people 
in the community, and then we would 
come back and figure out what we could 
do about it,” he said. “ We had a beautiful 
planning process that I thought was great. 
That was where we would bring the com-
munity together and say, ‘What are the 
problems in Taylor?’”

Those meetings led to Hill being 
involved with creating United Counties 
Federal Credit Union in 1971, which he 
helped run until 1991. The union eventu-
ally became part of University Federal 
Credit Union.

His first time working with the city 
was in 1969, when he was asked to help 
supervise city employees at the Robinson 
Pool. He even served as acting city man-
ager for three months in 1991 and again 
in 1997 until a new city manager could 
be hired, he said.

Before being elected to the District 1 seat 
in 1986, Hill served on several commit-
tees for the city, including the Planning 
and Zoning Commission, which he was 
appointed to in 1979, and the Taylor Eco-
nomic Development Corp. board, which 
he served on for 10 years. He also served 
as chair of a committee designated by the 
council in the early to mid-’80s to use 
about $52,000 in grant money to improve 
homes in south Taylor. A separate grant 
was also used to fix streets in south Taylor.

“[The committee] would go on 

Saturdays and talk to [the community 
members],” Hill said. “We took pride in 
our Saturday work, going out there, visit-
ing with the families.”

Hill was elected as mayor for the first 
time in 1991, and his recent election to 
mayor marks his 10th time in that role. 
He has also served as mayor pro tem.

He said he hopes to continue work-
ing on a long-range street program. He 
also hopes to see the council investing 
in regional organizations, including the 
Texas Municipal League.

Extended hours 
Monday-Friday 6:30am-6:30pm

with Bus Drop Off and Pick Up at Local Elementary Schools

4341 Teravista Club Drive • Round Rock
(512) 310-1120 • www.kidsrkidsRR.com

Before & after school program
6 weeks through 12 years

4 separate outdoor shaded playgrounds
Gymnasium, Library and Computer Lab

Breakfast, lunch and snack provided
Internet viewing of your child 

Water/Splash Park

Saturday, July 22nd
from 10am to 1pm

Located in the Teravista community, next to the Club House

Fall Curriculum Preview
tetetetendndndndeded hhouours ExExExtttt
00amm 66:30pmMMoMoMMooMoondndnddddnnddddaayya FFFFFFFririiridddaday 6:33

Your child will love our state of the 
art facility, gaming arcade, and movie 
entertainment while getting their teeth 
polished to perfection.

Keep your eyes glued to your e-mail box 
for a chance to win tickets to Round Rock 
Express games throughout the summer. 
Check out our cavity free club on our 
Facebook page, you’ll love all the great 
smiles. Our name on Facebook is Dr. 
Anthony Bain Dentistry for Children.

Summer appointments � ll quickly. Don’t 
be left sweating trying to reserve a spot 
for your child. Call Dr. Bain’s o�  ce today!

619 S. Heatherwilde Blvd. • Pflugerville, Tx 78660 
Phone 512-989-6900 • Fax 512-989-6901

www.drbainpediatricdentist.com

In May 2011 Dr. Bain was honored by P	 ugerville Independent School District 
for Community Partner of the year for Highland Park Elementary and 

Business Partner of the year for Timmerman.

IInIn MMay 2011 Dr Bain was honored b
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Interested in a Bachelor  
of Science in Nursing?

Whether you are an  
RN, college graduate,  
or beginning college,  
we have the program  
to fit your needs.

Locations in  
Round Rock and  
Bryan-College Station.

979.436.0110 
nursing.tamhsc.edu

The 1911 Foundation will host a cen-
tennial celebration July 15,16 and 17. 

The weekend will begin with an ice 
cream social Friday night at  
7:30 p.m. in Fritz Park, 306 E. Live 
Oak St. Pink Penguin will provide free 
frozen yogurt for the first 100 guests. 
Other events will include a children’s 
skit followed by Movies in the Park. 

Saturday festivities kick off at 6 a.m. 
with the launch of hot-air balloons 
from the old co-op site at Short Street 
and Hwy. 79. A parade will begin at 
9 a.m. at Exchange Boulevard and 
Metcalfe Street and wind through 
Old Town before ending at Fritz Park 
where gospel music will begin at 9:30 
and the Taylor Czech Chorus will per-
form at 10 a.m. An official centennial 
celebration will follow. 

100-year anniversary party

Founding Hutto
Community formed by railroad construction

H utto was established in 
1876 after the Interna-
tional and Great North-

ern Railroad was built three 
miles north of Shiloh, a small 
farming community near  
FM 135 and FM 139.

Named after James Emory 
Hutto, who was born June 8, 
1824, in Alabama, the town was 
created after I&GN railroad com-
pany also purchased five acres of 
land as a designated station shop. 

Hutto made his way to Texas in 
1847 at the age of 23 and served 
in the Confederate Army for 
three years.

When the Hutto post office 
opened June 27, 1877, officials 
appointed Hutto postmaster. He 
raised eight children with his 
wife, Margaret Hughes, also from 
Alabama. In 1885 they moved to 
Waco, where Hutto operated a 
hardware business.

The majority of the early fami-
lies who settled in Hutto were 
from Sweden, followed by Danish 

and German immigrants. These 
were churchgoing families who 
wasted no time building houses 
of worship.

The Hutto Baptist Church con-
gregation began holding services 
in 1882 and has continued to 
serve the area residents.

The Hutto United Methodist 
church formed when two groups 
of worshippers merged. The 
American Methodist congre-
gation started meeting in the 
Shiloh schoolhouse in 1870. In 
1892, the area’s Swedish families 
started a Methodist church. For 
a while, the two congregations 
shared a building. The Swedish 
Methodists built a new facility in 
1911, and in 1938, both congrega-
tions joined to form the Hutto 
United Methodist Church.

The beginnings of the Hutto 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
located at Church and Live Oak 
streets, can be traced to services 
conducted by ministers from 
Palm Valley Lutheran Church 

as early as 1890. The current and 
third church building was con-
structed in 1902. Church services 
were conducted there in Swedish 
until 1940. The church also oper-
ates a large cemetery that was 
constructed in 1897. 

The era’s businesses included 
mercantiles, markets, cotton 
gins, drug stores, a post office, 
school, restaurant and newspa-
per, according to Hugh S. Daven-
port’s 1984 compilation, “History 
of Hutto.”

A portion of East Street was 
later destroyed by fire in 1902 
after it started at C.J. Jackson 
Restaurant. 

The blaze consumed the C.J. 
Jackson Restaurant and immedi-
ate neighbors, the Brown & Han-
sen blacksmith that faced Farley 
Street and the Matthews & Payne 
meat market on East Street, as 
described by a Taylor newspaper 
article from 1902.

The city was officially incorpo-
rated in 1911.

East Street in 1890 was the 
main thoroughfare through 
town and was also known 

as Main Street. 

HISTORY

By Community Impact Newspaper Staff
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Throughout the day, arts and crafts 
and food vendors, carnival rides and 
magic shows will be in the park. The 
city will also host a kickball tourna-
ment. At noon, organizers will begin 
charging admission. Tickets are $10 
in advance; $12 online; $15 at the 
gate; or $30 for VIP tickets. Children 
ages 12 and under are admitted free. 

Live music will also be provided in 
the park by bands, including Los 
Lonely Boys, Bob Schneider, Ray 
Wylie Hubbard and Dale Watson.

A community church service will be 
Sunday at 8 a.m. in the Hutto High 
School performing arts center, 101 
FM 685.

Visit www.hutto100.com for more 
event details and tickets.
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Now Open
Round Rock Provident 
Crossings Retirement Com-
munity held its grand open-
ing June 18 at 1950 S. A.W. 
Grimes Blvd., Round Rock. 
The independent living retire-
ment community features 129 
apartment homes ranging 
from studios to three-bedroom 
suites. Residents can also enjoy 
an in-house bank, gift shop, 
a beauty/barber shop, travel 
agency and a 150-seat theater 
designed for live entertain-
ment, movies, sporting events 
and community presentations. 
www.rlcommunities.com/
providentcrossing

Pflugerville Pflugerville city 
officials celebrated the opening 
of Austin Executive Airport 
on June 8 at 6012 Aviation 
Drive, Pflugerville. The airport, 
formerly known as Bird’s 
Nest Airport, is now open for 
corporate and private planes. 
Travis County Commissioner 
Ron Davis said it is expected to 
create 645 jobs within 10 years. 

Northwest Austin Grocery 
store MGM Indian Foods 
will open its second location, 
which will be called MTM 
Indian Foods, at the Parmer 
Crossing shopping center, 9225 
W. Parmer Lane, Ste. 102, by 
the end of July. Owner Jolly 
Varghese’s other location is on 
Burnet Road in the Rich Creek 
Plaza.  
www.mgmindianfoods.com

Pflugerville Baby Me Twice 
opened May 21 at 15803 
Windermere Drive, Ste. 603, 
Pflugerville. The children’s 
resale store buys and sells new 
or gently used children’s toys, 
clothing, shoes, equipment and 
furniture. 537-7019,  
www.babymetwiceaustin.com

Expansion
Cedar Park Spotlight Kara-
oke & Sports Bar, 601 E. Whit-
estone Blvd., Ste. 600, Cedar 
Park, has added a mechanical 
bull and an additional 2,000 
square feet for dancing. Open 
Mon.–Sun. 7 p.m.–2 a.m. 
259-3838,  
www.spotlightkaraokebar.com

Planned roadway faces major obstacles

Pflugerville A road meant to 
relieve Pflugerville’s worst traffic 
congestion is facing significant 
pushback this month as the 
city, developer and landowners 
struggle to come to a consensus 
on the direction of the project.

The biggest stumbling block to 
the creation of Colorado Sands 
Boulevard—a road that would 
connect Kelly Lane to Pflugerville 
Parkway east of Toll 130—is one 
of Pflugerville’s oldest families, 
the Bohlses, who appear unlikely 
to allow any new roads to cross 
their property.

“We don’t want another road; 

we’ve got 130 through his 
property,” said Clarence Bohls, 
referencing the property owned 
by Kenneth Bohls, whom he 
represents.

When asked if he would be 
against another road going 
through the property even if the 
city offered to pay for the right 
of way, Clarence Bohls replied, 
“That’s right.”

Pflugerville City Manager 
Brandon Wade acknowledged 
that Clarence Bohls had com-
municated a similar disinterest 
in the project to the city, and 
that his disinterest would likely 
leave the city with three options: 
do nothing, build the road in 
pieces or use eminent domain, 
a process that would allow the 
city to essentially purchase the 
right of way for the road with-
out the owner’s consent.
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Emerson purchases Frontera Vista buildings
Round Rock Emerson, a 
Fortune 500 company, plans to 
move its Austin offices to Round 
Rock, transferring into one of 
the city’s largest  unfilled office 
complexes.

Emerson purchased Frontera 
Vista and will move its operations 
and 750 employees from its cur-
rent location at 12301 Research 
Blvd., promising another 125 
jobs and $25 million in facil-
ity improvements and personal 
property.

“We literally ran out of space. 
We looked at 26 different sites 
to buy, to lease or to build,” said 
Jim Nyquist, president of Emer-
son’s system and services divi-
sion. “Frontera Vista came out 

the winner.”
He cited the location, central-

ity to the company’s employee 
base and the proximity to La 
Frontera as some of the factors 
that led Emerson to select the 
Round Rock office buildings.

Frontera Vista is a largely 
empty, 278,860-square-foot, 
two-building property at 1100 
W. Louis Henna Blvd. Currently, 
the five-story buildings have only 
two tenants on the first floor of 
one building but have otherwise 
been empty since they were com-
pleted in 2009.

Full story by Blake Rasmussen at 
more.impactnews.com/13472

Westlake Finishing a work 
of art is a race against time for 
Franko Camargo, an ice sculptor 
based out of his home studio in 
West Austin. 

With temperatures warming, 
he wakes early in the morning 
to carve away at a block of ice 
before the sun rises and begins 
melting it away.

While businesses frequently 
hire him for events, he also 
sculpts for private parties—with 
pricing beginning at $275.

At this point, he estimates he 
has made “way more than 1,500” 
ice sculptures ranging from 
animals to logos.

Franko The Ice Man

T
if

fa
ny

 Y
o

un
g

Franko the Ice Man
Certified professional ice sculptor
www.frankotheiceman.com
266-1943
frankotheiceman@msn.com

Full story by Tiffany Young at
more.impactnews.com/13002

Business

Web 

Austin Formula 1’s last 
mile with the Austin City 
Council ended with an 
endorsement by the city 
and the unlocking of $250 
million in state funds, 
after a 5-2 vote and hours 
debating the fine details.

Councilwomen Laura 
Morrison and Kathie Tovo 
voted against the city’s 
contract with F1. The 
details and possible contradic-
tions in the contract is what led 
to council postponing action on 
the contract at a June 23 council 
meeting until the special called 
meeting June 29.

Council members Bill 
Spelman, Chris Riley, Mike 

Martinez and Mayor Pro Tem 
Sheryl Cole were convinced 
the city held no liability by 
endorsing the Circuit of the 
Americas track in Southeast 
Travis County.
Full story by Bobby Longoria at
more.impactnews.com/13566

Austin City Council drops the flag for 
Formula 1 with 10-year agreement
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Developments fall short on funding, support
Pflugerville Announcements of 
large-scale developments coming 
to town are often quick to make 
headlines, inciting excitement—
and sometimes concern—among 
city officials, business leaders and 
residents. 

However, many developments 
never come together as planned 
due to a shaky economy, failed 
requests for costly incentives or 
something different altogether.

Four projects in particular 
have sent ripples, good and bad, 
through local communities in 

recent years, only to stall or fail 
altogether: Pacana, a mixed-use 
development; Blu Bambu, a $16 
million water park; and new city 
halls for both Round Rock and 
Pflugerville.

“It’s been my experience over 
the years that there are a lot of 
interesting ideas out there,” said 
Joe Vining, Round Rock Chamber 
of Commerce senior vice presi-
dent of economic development.

Full story by Rebecca LaFlure at  
more.impactnews.com/13470

draw people to the area.”
While grocery stores typically 

provide weekly or biweekly cus-
tomers, Gold’s Gym could draw 
daily visitors and Sears customers 
are likely to be repeat shoppers, 
said Brad Smith, CEO of Stone-
Crest Investments, managing 
partner of the Anderson Arbor 
shopping complex.

Sears could be open as early as 
fall, and Gold’s Gym by the end of 
the year, although opening dates 
have not been set, Smith said.

Sears, Gold’s Gym to occupy former 
Albertsons at US 183 and Anderson Mill Road
Northwest Austin Construc-
tion is under way to transform 
the former Albertsons at US 183 
and Anderson Mill Road into a 
Sears Outlet and Gold’s Gym, a 
long-awaited development that 
many area businesses hope will 
boost foot traffic and beautify 
the Anderson Arbor shopping 
center, at which the grocery store 
was an anchor tenant. 

Since Albertsons closed nearly 
five years ago, Anderson Arbor 
turned into somewhat of a “ghost 
town,” said Marissa Peterson, gen-
eral manager of nearby Pak Mail.

“We needed a store there to 
Full story by Amy Deis at 
more.impactnews.com/13383

Full story by Blake Rasmussen at 
more.impactnews.com/13471
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REAL ESTATE

Reata Trails 
Georgetown – 78628

Build-out year: 2009

Builders: Cockrum Custom Homes, Dan Wiley 
Custom Homes, JK Builders, Southern Homes

Square footage: 1,056–3,109 

Home values: $110,000–$232,477 

HOA dues (estimated): $0

Amenities: Community pool, playground, 
park, jogging/biking path

Nearby attractions: Emerald Springs Park, 
Williams Drive Pool

Property taxes:

City of Georgetown 0.356220 
Williamson County 0.459999 
Williamson County FM/RD 0.030000 
Georgetown ISD 1.290000
Total (per $100 value) _____________2.136219

Schools:

•  Frost and McCoy elementary schools

•  Benold Middle School

•  Georgetown High School

899 Hedgewood $239,000
4 Bedroom / 3 Bath 2,309 sq. ft.
Agent: Louise Peach
426-7635

3313 Northwest Blvd. $184,500
3 Bedroom / 2 Bath 2,015 sq. ft.
Agent: Judith Copple
864-2500

106 Pecos Court $209,900
4 Bedroom / 2.5 Bath 2,234 sq. ft.
Agent: Wally Wilson
659-8690

3403 Lonesome Trail $135,500
3 Bedroom / 2 Bath 1,439 sq. ft.
Agent: Regina Michael
971-2466
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No. of homes 
for sale

No. of homes 
under contract

Avg. days on 
the market

7 0 54

No. of homes sold 
in the last year

Square footage
Low/High

Selling price
Low/High

17 1,224/2,843 $103,500/$262,000

On the market  (As of June 28, 2011)

Featured homesOverview

Home sales  (June 28, 2010–June 28, 2011)Data compiled by 
Nason Hengst 

Keller Williams 
775-7900 

nason@nasoncompany.com 

Market Data Georgetown, Hutto and Taylor

Price Range

Number of homes for sale Average days on the market

Georgetown Hutto Taylor Georgetown Hutto Taylor

Less than $100,000 15 18 37 193 140 196

$100,000–$149,999 73 78 47 118 132 174

$150,000–$199,999 147 42 12 136 120 412

$200,000–$299,999 201 18 22 131 100 134

$300,000–$399,999 100 8 10 154 121 193

$400,000–$499,999 45 4 1 156 147 357

$500,000–$749,999 45 1 3 193 335 58

$750,000–$999,999 21 2 1 377 205 244

$1 million + 15 1 1 149 499 83

Month

Number of homes sold Average price

Georgetown Hutto Taylor Georgetown Hutto Taylor

June 2011 109 36 17 $227,628 $127,250 $128,606

June 2010 84 32 11 $215,385 $148,787 $99,692

May 2011 83 29 8 $242,855 $181,671 $153,888

April 2011 77 25 13 $207,312 $120,406 $84,212

March 2010 74 29 13 $232,013 $138,960 $89,993

Feb. 2010 56 15 8 $196,568 $158,157 $83,138

Jan. 2010 54 21 8 $246,471 $139,860 $116,963

Dec. 2010 83 34 8 $251,577 $144,339 $102,850

Nov. 2010 70 31 9 $214,978 $119,002 $79,906

On the market  (June 1–30, 2011) Monthly home sales

Market Data provided by 
Nicole Boynton

Austin Suburban Properties 
289-4663 | nicole@512buyhome.com

 

BOARD CERTIFIED ANESTHESIOLOGISTS
FELLOWSHIP TRAINED IN PAIN MANAGAMENT

FOUR LOCATIONS FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE

512-485-7200
PAINSPECIALISTSOFAUSTIN.COM

BOARD CERTIFIED ANESTHESIOLOGISTS
FELLOWSHIP TRAINED IN PAIN MANAGEMENT

Relief from: Back Pain  •  Head and Neck Pain  •  Sciatica
Herniated Disc  •  Sports Injuries  •  Joint Pain  •  Cancer Pain

Pelvic Pain  •  Chest Pain  •  All Types of Pain

A pharmacy where your business will always be appreciated
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REAL ESTATE

Property Listings
ZIP code City Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Price Sq. ft. Agent Phone Agency

78626 Georgetown Georgetown Crossing 1314 Ascot St. 3br/2ba $139,900 1,611 Don Johnson 818-0812 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78626 Georgetown La Conterra 120 Vallecito Drive 4br/2ba $188,630 2,652 Matthew Menard 947-8787 Keller Williams Realty

78626 Georgetown Summer Crest 2346 Caprock Place 4br/2ba $175,000 3,134 Stephen Homer 439-3772 Keller Williams Realty

78626 Georgetown University Park 2225 Waizel Way 3br/2ba $117,500 2,076 Rita Snyder 468-2867 Keller Williams Realty

78628 Georgetown Berry Creek 30116 Torrey Pine Circle 4br/2ba $324,499 3,146 Jeffrey Walker 947-8836 Prudential Texas Realty

78628 Georgetown Gabriels Overlook 144 Oak Plaza Drive 3br/3ba $615,500 4,803 Danielle Babin 619-1456 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78628 Georgetown Georgetown Village 1513 Naranjo Drive 4br/2ba $237,900 2,540 Paula Paulette 966-8321 RE/MAX Centx Assoc.

78628 Georgetown Georgetown Village 1412 Rowan Drive 4br/3ba $303,838 3,475 April Maki 470-7979 Sisu Realty & Associates

78628 Georgetown Georgetown Village 906 Madrone Drive 5br/3ba $297,540 3,597 April Maki 470-7979 Sisu Realty & Associates

78628 Georgetown Reserve at Berry Creek 1507 Shinnecock Hills Drive 6br/5ba $515,000 4,375 Stacy Molsberry 797-5208 Keller Williams Realty

78628 Georgetown River Ridge 207 Ridge Circle 3br/2ba $269,000 2,423 Lena Lansdale 818-0229 Keller Williams Realty

78628 Georgetown Villages of Berry Creek 7910 Pebble Creek Drive 3br/2ba $189,900 2,064 Terri Butt 868-9839 Keller Williams Realty

78628 Georgetown Williams 909 Garden View Drive 3br/2ba $124,900 1,254 Nicole Scott 632-6790 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78628 Georgetown Woods at Berry Creek 135 Brentwood Drive 4br/3ba $267,900 2,921 Reese Henry 876-1008 Keller Williams Realty

78633 Georgetown Fountainwood Estates 100 Lakeview Lane 5br/3ba $389,990 3,003 Sherri Richards 694-0331 Keller Williams Realty

78633 Georgetown Live Oak Park 30110 Live Oak Trail 4br/3ba $1,193,000 4,481 Janette Friend-Harrington 844-3331 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78633 Georgetown North Lake 103 Reef Lane 2br/2ba $150,000 1,648 John Miller 626-4556 EXIT-Options Realty

78633 Georgetown Sun City 183 Whispering Wind 2br/2ba $128,900 1,119 Don Stacy 869-0223 The Stacy Group

78633 Georgetown Sun City 107 Travis Drive 4br/2ba $324,950 2,750 Pokey Delwaide 818-9300 ERA Colonial Real Estate

78633 Georgetown Sun City 121 Lariat Drive 2br/2ba $213,950 1,908 Don Stacy 869-0223 The Stacy Group

78633 Georgetown Sun City 118 Lone Star Drive 2br/2ba $164,900 1,660 Elicia Gower 657-7510 Keller Williams Realty

78633 Georgetown Sun City 132 Huntsville Cove 3br/2ba $167,550 1,393 Matthew Menard 947-8787 Keller Williams Realty

78633 Georgetown Sun City 201 Pipe Creek Lane 3br/2ba $293,010 2,452 Matthew Menard 947-8787 Keller Williams Realty

78633 Georgetown Sun City 116 Bluebell Drive 2br/2ba $154,900 1,442 Charlotte Hohensee 868-7248 The Stacy Group

78633 Georgetown Sun City 601 Salt Creek Lane 3br/2ba $158,000 1,388 Don Stacy 869-0223 The Stacy Group

78633 Georgetown Sun City 116 Muir Court 2br/2ba $138,950 1,120 Pokey Delwaide 818-9300 ERA Colonial Real Estate

78633 Georgetown Sun City 104 Rio Grande Loop 3br/2ba $277,950 2,154 Pokey Delwaide 818-9300 ERA Colonial Real Estate

78633 Georgetown Woods Fountainwood 303 Alyssa Drive 4br/3ba $379,000 2,518 Paula Thomas 818-1717 Prudential Texas Realty

78634 Hutto Cottonwood Creek 101 Purple Sage Lane 3br/2ba $73,900 1,344 Donnie O'Neal 431-5977 Property Consultants of Austin

78634 Hutto Creek Bend 224 Mossy Rock Drive 3br/2ba $124,900 1,518 Betsy Doss 744-4555 RE/MAX Capital City

78634 Hutto Creek Bend 206 Luna Vista Drive 3br/2ba $129,000 1,810 Melissa Berndt 350-1107 RE/MAX Capital City

78634 Hutto Hutto Highlands 120 Colthorpe Lane 3br/2ba $189,905 2,030 John Mick 401-9306 RE/MAX Capital City

78634 Hutto Hutto Highlands 1010 Cockrill Court 3br/2ba $175,000 1,882 Mariella Rivero 762-7731 Keller Williams Realty

78634 Hutto Valley Vista 316 Allyson Lane 3br/2ba $90,000 1,456 Gary Cocanougher 773-3989 ERA Colonial Real Estate

76574 Taylor Bel-Air 3102 Crystal Circle 3br/2ba $125,000 1,412 Dena Hinds 963-1770 RE/MAX Capital City III

76574 Taylor Eaves 401 CR 368 3br/2ba $199,900 1,768 Catherine McGinley 771-9242 Keller Williams Realty

76574 Taylor North Park 4100 Zion Ave. 3br/2ba $95,000 1,532 Nohemi Ramirez 716-5824 Prudential Texas Realty

ZIP code guide
78626 East Georgetown
78628 West Georgetown
78633 Northwest/Lake Georgetown area
78634 Hutto
76574 Taylor

103 Reef Lane, Georgetown $150,000

1513 Naranjo Drive, Georgetown   $237,900

401 CR 368, Taylor $199,900

116 Muir Court, Georgetown $138,950

For more residential real estate listings, visit more.impactnews.com/13536

Residential real estate listings added to the market between 06/10/11 and 06/23/11 were included and provided by the Austin Board of Realtors, www.abor.com. Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of 
this listing, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

Our experts know FIT Matters.
201 University Oaks Blvd. #790 (near Ikea in the University Oaks Shopping Center)

Round Rock, TX  78665     512-610-3990

ROUND ROCK

MR890 Neutral Runner
MEN’S: (D) 8.5-13

WOMEN’S: (B) 7-11
WR890 Neutral Runner

 (B) 7-11

MR890 Neutral Runner
MEN’S: (D) 8.5-13

WR890 Neutral Runner

01 University Oaks Blvd. #790 (near Ikea in the University Oaks Shopping Center)

WOMEN’S: (B) 7-11
WR890 Neutral Runner

We specialize in ACTIVITIES, STYLES, SIZES & WIDTHS!
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We hear you 
loud and clear.

Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local coupons. Available every day, where you live, work and play!
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Looking for
Coupons?

Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local 
and regional coupons

Just click and print
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