
Alan Knust | 24 
Taylor and Hutto Family YMCA’s new 

executive director talks about plans to 
grow both locations  

Georgetown/Hutto/Taylor edition | Volume 4, Issue 8 | March 11–April 7, 2011Texas’ fastest growing media company www.impactnews.com Savings Guide begins on Page 35

 Hutto co-op | 9
The Hutto City Council announced in 
February it will move forward with plans 
to transform the Hutto co-op district into 
a municipal center

impactnews.com 

Hutto Mayor David Begier dies
The city leader died March 3 due to  
complications from heart bypass surgery.
more.impactnews.com/ 11885

 Esther Weir | 25
Georgetown resident reflects on more 
than 70 years working in the community

 Blue Jay Garden | 19 
Hutto bird-watching business expands  

to include deli and coffeehouse

Austin Community College and 
TLCC team up to create intern-
ships, other opportunities

Life-sciences center adds partner

Ninth grade campus to become East View High 
School by 2011–12, full high school by 2013

Georgetown ISD board approves high school transition plan

By Samantha Bryant
Already known for its George-

town High School Eagles, 
Georgetown will soon also fly 
the red, white and blue flag of 
the Georgetown East View High 
School Patriots.

The Georgetown ISD board of 
trustees approved Feb. 21 to start 
the transition to two high schools 
during the 2011–12 school year.

Starting in the fall semester, the 
current ninth grade campus will 
become Georgetown East View 
High School and be zoned for 
grades nine through 10, and GHS 
will house students in grades nine 
through 12. The plan calls for an 
additional grade level to be added 
to East View each school year.

“This is a completely new idea 
in the community of George-
town, where we’ve rallied around 

a single high school as long as 
the town has been here,” said JD 
Janda, Georgetown ISD director 
of fine arts and a member of the 
high school transition team. 

School officials said two high 
schools will open up more oppor-
tunities for the nearly 2,100 stu-
dents at GHS and about 800 cur-
rently at the ninth grade campus.

“Everybody wants a varsity 
opportunity for their child, but 
right now only the very cream, 
cream, cream of the crop—when 
you’re dealing with almost 3,000 
students—get to participate,” 
said Brad Domitrovich, director 
of school and community rela-
tions. “By doing this, we have 
just doubled participation.” 

Although a construction 
timeline has not yet been set for 
the renovations on GHS, school 

By Beth Wade
Recognizing the growing need for less-

advanced degrees in the life-sciences work-
force, the Texas Life-sciences Collabora-
tion Center in Georgetown and the Austin 
Community College District have signed an 
agreement to provide internships and other 
opportunities for staff and students. 

“When we started, we felt like the big 
research universities were going to be our 
best partners—[Texas] A&M and [The 
University of Texas] primarily,” said Russ 

Peterman, executive director of the TLCC.  
“We’ve realized that community colleges are 
actually educating a lot of the people who 
are going to go into the biotech field.”

For every one professional with an 
advanced degree, three to five technicians 
with certificates or associate degrees are 
needed to support life-sciences research and 
development, Peterman said.

“It’s ACC’s institution that is educating 
those people,” he said. 

The agreement is for one year with the 
option to extend, and will allow several 
opportunities for both entities, including 
providing internships for ACC students.

“If I could get my students to be working 
See Technology | 15

Source: Georgetown ISD

GISD Transition plan

Molecular Templates senior research associate Bill Null and research associate Heather Jones examine test 
tubes that will be used for DNA testing at the Texas Life-sciences Collaboration Center in Georgetown.
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officials said beginning the tran-
sition in 2011 will allow the dis-
trict to move forward with those 
plans, as well as with the move of 
Chip Richarte High School, an 
alternative school, to part of the 
GHS annex. 

“Even outside the realm of the 
extracurriculars was the domino 

effect for the academics of GHS’s 
renovation, Richarte’s move, 
all those things,” said Athletic 
Director Phil Blue. “The sooner 
that we proceeded, those things 
could start to come to fruition 
earlier also.” 

Background
Georgetown ISD has been pre-

paring to transition to two high 
schools since the 2005 school 
bond election, when voters 
approved $34 million in funding 
for the first phase of East View 
High School.

See Transition | 13
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New boundaries will 
go into effect, dividing 
the incoming 10th 
grade class between 
the two schools. Ninth 
grade will also split. 
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Je�  Watson Homes
Featuring energy-saving elements:
• High effi  ciency HVAC systems
• High effi  ciency windows
• Spray foam insulation
• Energy Star® rated je� watsonhomes.com/modele� watsonhomes.com/mode

Let the count down begin!

Model Home
Opening 

Soon

21
D A Y S !

When I was in high 
school, I remember think-
ing there was no better 
place in the world than at 
the football games Friday 
nights. It was a town with 

just one high school, and you knew where 
everyone would be on Friday night. Some 
people came to watch the game, others 
came to hear and watch the band and 
others just came for the social aspect of 
the event. It was an event you didn’t want 
to miss.

The academic experience can be so 
much more fulfilling and effective if 
students can also participate in extracur-
ricular activities and develop leadership 
skills in organizations. When schools 
grow to a certain level in 5A, it really 
limits the number of participants and 
leadership opportunities for students.

Now that Georgetown has become a 
two–high school town, parents, students 
and residents have to adjust to the idea. 
Change can be difficult, but the school 
board has decided it is time to make 
the move. I have to believe that this will 
enhance the opportunities for students 
and really allow for participation that 
could not happen in one mega-school.

Even if you don’t have children in the 
public schools, there is a good chance 
you are still an Eagle fan. Well, here is 
the silver lining: eventually, when both 
schools have all grades in them, there 
will be twice as many chances for you 
to catch a Friday night game at home in 
Georgetown.

General Manager’s Note  

Karin Jahnke
kjahnke@impactnews.com

821 Grand Avenue Parkway, Ste. 411
Pflugerville, TX 78691 • 512-989-6808
www.impactnews.com

Publisher / Chief Executive Officer
John P. Garrett, jgarrett@impactnews.com

Associate Publisher
Claire Love, clove@impactnews.com

Georgetown / Hutto / Taylor

General Manager | Karin Jahnke
Market Editor | Beth Wade
Reporter | Samantha Bryant
Senior Account Executive | Katy Berry
Account Executive | Tyana Abee
Lead Designer | Kristin Bruno
Staff Writers | Amy Deis, Rebecca LaFlure,  
Bobby Longoria 
Contributing Writers | Marcus Funk, Suzanne 
Haberman, Yvonne Lim Wilson 
Multimedia Interns | I-Hwa Cheng,  
Chris Kominczak

Editorial management

Executive Editor | Cathy Kincaid
Managing Editor | Shannon Colletti
Associate Editor | Nicole Smith
Creative Director | Derek Sullivan
Ad Production Manager | Tiffany Knight

Administrative management

Chief Operating Officer | Jennifer Garrett
Chief Financial Officer | Darren Lesmeister
Business Director | Misty Pratt
Circulation & Operations Manager | David Ludwick

About us

Community Impact Newspaper, owned by 
John and Jennifer Garrett, is Texas’ fastest 
growing news organization. We now distribute 
to more than 600,000 homes and businesses in 
seven markets in Central Texas and two in the 
Northwest Houston area.

Subscriptions

Subscriptions to our other editions are available for 
$3 per issue. Visit impactnews.com/subscribe.

Contact us

Press releases | ghtnews@impactnews.com
Advertising | ghtads@impactnews.com
Comments | ghtfeedback@impactnews.com 

M • E • D • I • A
I N C O R P O R A T E D

©2011 JGMedia, Inc., All Rights Reserved. No reproduction of any 
portion of this issue is allowed without written permission from the publisher.

Reader Feedback

Dickey Museum — Taylor
more.impactnews.com/10814

“I was born at the Dickey Clinic in November of 1945. 
The same for two of my sisters (1941, 1951) as well as 
numerous cousins. My grandparents lived across the street 
from the clinic. In the 1930s, my mother, Lorraine, would 
be called upon to go to the clinic and translate for Spanish 
speaking–only patients in their consultations with Dr. Dick-
ey. Dr. Dickey was not just a doctor and representative of 
the then called ‘Negro’ population but our (Mexican) doctor 
as well. I hope for further success with the Dickey Museum 
and look forward to visiting some day in the future.”

—Danny Comacho

On Page 23, Vivace Youth Orchestra auditions are in the 
spring, the first rehearsal is Aug. 21 and the first concert 
is Sept. 25.

Correction  – Volume 4, Issue 7
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Find online-exclusive content at  
impactnews.com/georgetown-hutto-taylor

Subscribe to our e-newsletter at  
impactnews.com/signup

Follow us on Twitter @impactnews_ght

Find us on Facebook at  
impactnews.com/facebook-ght

Georgetown ISD considers high 
school boundary lines
more.impactnews.com/11826

“I, as a student of 2014 graduating class, will be going to 
East View High School under the current circumstances no 
matter what. Quite honestly, I don’t feel like we have much 
say in this discussion. I am quite disappointed with these 
choices, even though it must be done.”

—Makinsey Beesley 

What would you like to see on the 
Hutto co-op site?  
Story on Page 9 

More retail options

Open space

City hall and city offices

A mix of uses

No opinion

To take this poll and see results,  
visit www.impactnews.com/georgetown-hutto-taylor.

Reader Poll
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Taylor
Hutto

Georgetown

manufactures, repairs and calibrates 
Measurement While Drilling systems that 
are used in horizontal and directional 
drilling. Founded in 2003, Bench Tree 
employs 52 people and expects to create 30 
new assembly and electronics technician 
positions in the next two to three years. 
869-6900, www.benchtree.net

 4  State Farm agents Darren and 
Stephanie Featherstone joined forces to 
create Featherstone & Featherstone – 
State Farm Insurance, 950 W. University 
Ave., Ste. 209. Darren has been a State 
Farm agent in Austin for 10 years and 
joined his wife, Stephanie on Feb. 1. The 
agency serves gumbo every first Friday of 
the month from 11 a.m. until it is gone. 
868-8000, www.stephaniefeatherstone.
com, www.darrenfeatherstone.com

Georgetown 

Now Open

1  Unity Church of Georgetown held its 
first Sunday morning service  
March 6. Mark Hicks, licensed unity 
teacher, serves as spiritual leader at the new 
church. Services take place Sundays at 11:30 
a.m. at McCoy Elementary School, 1313 
Williams Drive. 686-5432,  
www.unitygeorgetown.org

2  Fun Fit Boot Camp began offering 
classes Feb. 21 at AcroTex Gymnastics, 
3100 S. I-35. Owner Theo Thurston is a 
certified personal trainer and said the 
boot camp offers an affordable way for 
people to exercise and lose weight within a 
community environment. Each 45-minute 

to one-hour session varies in format 
and could contain cardio, body weight 
exercises, bands, medicine balls and 
light weights. Classes are held Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday at 5:30 a.m.,  
6:15 a.m. and 9 a.m. 293-3157,  
www.funfitbootcamp.com

Expansions

 3  A technology, service and solution 
provider for the oil and gas drilling 
industry, Bench Tree Group is 
constructing a new 38,000-square-foot 
facility in Georgetown. The company 
broke ground in December on a building 
adjacent to its existing campus at 4681 CR 
110. Construction is slated to be completed 
by mid-July. Owned by Georgetown 
resident Aubrey Holt, Bench Tree designs, 

IMPACTS

Kids Love 
It Here!

Kenny Havard, DDS
Travis Hildebrand, DDS

GeorgetownPediatricDentistry.com

Board Certif ied 
Pediatric Dentists

• New Patients Welcome
•  Interactive Entertainment 

for All Ages
• Convenient Appointments
• Parent Friendly
•  Insurance Filed & 

Processed

Call Today!
512-869-4100
State-of-the-art 

Care

4402 Williams Dr., 
Ste. 106

Georgetown, Texas
78628
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Laila Reynolds learns to swim with Georgetown 
Park Pals at Georgetown Recreation Center.

Welding instructor Charles Gatlin gives a pre-
sentation during the Sustainable Technology 
Academy’s open house Feb. 24.

 5  In March, KBOrginals,ART began 
offering a selection of art classes—
including creative writing, acrylics, 
oil painting, collage, experimental art, 
beading and photography —at Good Water 
Art and Gifts in the Chupa Rosa building, 
704 S. Austin Ave. Classes vary in length 
and time and are $20 per session. Owner 
of KBOriginals,ART Kay Briggs said most 
instructors also sell their artwork at Good 
Water Art and Gifts. KBOriginals,ART 
carries painted folk art and women’s 
clothing and accessories. Good Water Art 
and Gifts is open Mon.–Fri. 10 a.m.–6 p.m. 
and Sat. 10 a.m.–5 p.m. 281-948-4302, 
www.kboriginalsartstudio.com

 6  Learning Fun 101, a company that 
offers LEGO Robotics programs and 
camps in the Austin area, will offer a new 
summer fun workshop at the Georgetown 
Public Library, 402 W. Eighth St., on 
July 22. Students ages 9–18 will have the 
opportunity to build, program and play 
with a robot of their choice. JoAnn Nolte, 
Shelley Franklin and Viola De Gal own 
Learning Fun 101. 
www.learningfun101.com 

Anniversaries

 7  Located at 4051 E. University Ave., 
Church of the Nazarene in Georgetown 
will celebrate 25 years of existence in 
March. Pastor Rick Power organized the 
church in 1986, and the members met in 
a house. The church broke ground on its 
current location in 1995. Sunday services 
are held at 9:30 a.m. and 11 a.m., and the 
church also offers services for youth and 
children. 869-0303, www.gcnaz.org

 8  Originally established by Bob 
Helberg, Robert McClintock and Judy 
Barrett, Rough and Ready Antiques is 
celebrating its 15th anniversary March 
11–13 with special events, marked down 
prices, gifts and refreshments. Located at 
610 Main St., Rough and Ready is now a 
cooperative group of a dozen dealers who 
sell antiques including country, crystal, 
china, artwork, garden, shabby chic and 
early Texas items. The store is open daily 
10 a.m.–5:30 p.m. 819-0463

Relocations

 9  Jamie Perry moved The Body 
Company in January from  a  1403 
Williams Drive to  B  2913 Williams 
Drive, Ste. 225. Perry and associate Betty 
Carter are licensed massage therapists and 
offer massage therapy services including 
hot stone, deep tissue, therapeutic and 
pregnancy massage. Hours are Mon.–Sat. 
by appointment only. 868-6553,  
www.thebodycompanymassage.com

10  Georgetown Dermatology and Skin 
Cancer Center at  a  101 W. Cooperative 
Way, Ste. 105 plans to move in late spring 
to the former Luby’s building,  B  700 

San Gabriel Village Blvd., Georgetown. 
Board-certified dermatologists Dr. Kevin 
Miller and Dr. Monica Madray practice at 
Georgetown Dermatology and Skin Cancer 
Center. Hours are Mon.–Thu. 8 a.m.–4:30 
p.m. and Fri. 8 a.m.–noon. 819-9910

11  Offering OB/GYN services, 
Georgetown Women’s Center moved Jan. 
24 from  a  2000 Scenic Drive, Ste. 204 
next door to  B  1900 Scenic Drive, Ste. 
3326. Dr. Andrew Mahaffey has practiced 
in Georgetown since 1991, and Dr. Jana 
Schrier joined the center in 2004. 863-6850, 
www.georgetownwomenscenter.com

In the News 

Georgetown Park Pals launched its 
second month-long session of swim and 
water safety lessons Feb. 15. Friends of 
Georgetown Parks and Recreation, or Park 
Pals, partnered with the Boys and Girls 
Club to find children who do not know 
how to swim and cannot afford lessons. 
Park Pals President Rebecca Gibson-
Laemel said the goal of the program is 
to make every child in Georgetown a 
swimmer, and they plan to hold more 
sessions. The nonprofit organization 
exists to support the City of Georgetown 
Parks and Recreation Department. 
Membership information is available on 
the organization’s website. 869-3246,  
www.gtparkpals.org

Hutto and Taylor 

Now Open

12  Independently owned and operated 
Bella Roma Italian Restaurant opened 
Feb. 14 at 105 E. Third St., Taylor. Owner 
Giovanni Halili serves authentic Italian 
food such as pasta, pizza, hot and cold 
Italian subs, ravioli, lasagna and chicken 
parmesan. Hours are Sun.–Thu. 10 a.m.– 
9 p.m. and Fri.–Sat. 10 a.m.–10 p.m.  
352-6625 

13  Family practitioner Dr. Thomas Pullen 
opened Taylor Primary Care on Jan. 3 
at 601A Mallard Lane, Taylor. Pullen has 
34 years of experience and is also joined 
by nurse practitioners Cindy Smith and 
Joan Maxfield. Specialists, including 
a podiatrist, dermatologist, OB/GYN, 
general surgeon and urologist, rotate 
through the clinic. Hours are Mon.–Thu. 
8 a.m.–6 p.m., Fri. 8 a.m.–5 p.m. and Sat.  
8 a.m.–12 p.m. 352-3200

14  Cellular Sales opened a Verizon 
Wireless store in early December at 1903 
N. Main St., Taylor. The location carries 
phones, accessories, Internet and data 
plans. Internet services start at $35 per 
month. Hours are Mon.–Sat. 8:30 a.m.– 
9 p.m. and Sun. 10:30 a.m.–6 p.m.  
309-4597, www.cellularsales.com 

15  Helping Hands Pregnancy Resource 
Center recently opened at 204 Hwy. 79, Ste. 
201, Hutto. The center offers free services 
including pregnancy testing, mentoring, 
community referrals, maternity wear, baby 
clothes and supplies. Executive Director 
Dena Ransom said the center is raising 
funds for a sonogram machine so it can 
offer free sonograms to its clients.  
642-3166, www.hhprc.org

16  The Sustainable Technology Academy 
held an open house Feb. 24 at 410 W. 
Seventh St., Taylor, in the old middle 
school building. A partnership of Texas 
State Technical College and Temple 
College, the academy offers electro-
mechanical courses such as blueprint 
reading and sketching, welding and 
industrial maintenance for individuals and 
companies. STA has newly renovated labs, 
classrooms, offices and a computer room 
in the building. 365-2636, www.sta-tx.org 

Expansions

17  Licensed Professional Counselor 
Crimson Holland is the newest tenant at 
Hatah House at 101 Taylor St., Hutto, and 
began seeing patients in January. Offering 
a holistic approach to health, Hatah 
House is named for the Native American 
phrase Hatah Chokka, which means “the 
people’s house.” Other practitioners in 
the building include licensed psychologist 
Dr. Charles Holland and naturopath and 
nutritionist Dr. Cindy L. Russell, who 
has a Doctor of Chiropractic degree and 
practices acupuncture. 341-0024,  
www.hatahhouse.com

Name Change

18    Family-owned and-operated Common 
Spirits changed its name to Margo’s 
Liquor in December. Owners Kyle and 
Margo Rader said the new name gives 
increased visibility to the liquor store at 
409 W. Front St., Hutto. 846-1595

Hatah House owners Debbie and Charles Holland held an open house Jan. 22.

News or questions about Georgetown, Hutto or Taylor?
E-mail ghtnews@impactnews.com.
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Anniversaries

 19  Hutto Dental will celebrate its 
10th anniversary in 2011. Dr. Timothy J. 
Bulgerin received his DDS degree from 
the Dental Branch of the University of 
Texas Health Science Center at Houston. 
Hutto Dental offers general dentistry, 
cosmetic dentistry, implants and oral 
surgery services. Located at 115 East St., 
Ste. B, Hutto, and is open Mon.–Wed.  
9 a.m.–5 p.m. and every other Fri.  
9 a.m.–2 p.m. 846-2468, 
www.huttodental.com
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Certi� edPreowned.com      (512) 706-7065

6 Locations To Serve You!     (512) 706-7065     Certi� edPreowned.com

Certi� edPreowned.com is focused on providing the car buyer the absolute best in quality in 
manufacturer certi� ed preowned cars, trucks and SUVs. Our name says it all.

We make every e� ort to present information that is accurate. However, it is based on data provided by the vehicle manufacturer and/or other sources and therefore exact con� guration, color, speci� cations & accessories should be 
used as a guide only and are not guaranteed. Under no circumstances will we be liable for any inaccuracies, claims or losses of any nature. Furthermore, inventory is subject to prior sale and prices are subject to change without 
notice, cannot be combined with any other o� er(s), do not include taxes, registration fees, � nance and/or documentation charges. To ensure your complete satisfaction, please verify accuracy prior to purchase. All advertised 
prices exclude government fees and taxes, any � nance charges, any dealer document preparation charge, and any emission testing charge. The price for listed vehicles as equipped does not include charges such as: License, Title, 
Registration Fees, State or Local Taxes, Dealer Prep, Smog Fees, Credit Investigation, Optional Credit Insurance, Physical Damage or Liability Insurance, or Delivery Fees. DEALER makes no representations, expressed or implied, to 
any actual or prospective purchaser or owner of this vehicle as to the existence, ownership, accuracy, description or condition of the listed vehicle’s equipment, accessories, price, specials or any warranties. Any and all di� erences 
must be addressed prior to the sale of this vehicle. Prices shown are valid today only. Prices are based upon availability and market conditions and are subject to change at any time.

2010 Audi A4 
2.0T Premium 
Station Wagon
$34,025
4 door Station Wagon, 2.0L I-4 cyl, 
Automatic transmission, 9,528 miles. 
Stock Number: AP5554. Vin: WAUSFAF-
L3AA035204. Model Code: 8K556L

2010 Porsche 911 
Carrera Coupe
$79,995

2010 Subaru Outback 2.5i 
Limited Station Wagon
$25,050
2.5L H-4 cyl, Variable transmission, 
11,029 miles. Stock Number: ZP4652.
 Vin: 4S4BRCJC7A3358474. 
Model Code: ADF

2 door Coupe, 3.6L H-6 cyl, Manual 
transmission, 9,375 miles. 
Stock Number: PP4253.
 Vin: WP0AA2A96AS706132. 
Model Code: P

Outback 2.5i 
oonn WWaaggoonn

n, 
652.

Model Code: P

L3AA035204. Model Code: 8K556L

www.reunionranch1.com

512.515.6200 • info@reunionranch1.com 
850 CR 255 • Georgetown TX 78633

Let us plan your next corporate, 
school or special event!

25years
Celebrating 

of business!

The best event facility 
in Central Texas

All major insurance plans and 
Care Credit accepted.

Jonathan Callia, D.D.S., M.S.

We are happy to announce 
the opening of our 

new o�  ce in P� ugerville! 

Toll 45

A.W. Grimes Blvd.

Grand Avenue Pkwy.

Pflugerville Pkwy.

512-990-8550 
2911 A.W. Grimes Pkwy #106 

IH 35

Aus
tin

 Ave
.Williams    Dr.

Dollar 
General

Come see us for a
 NO-FEE CONSULTATION, 

including exam and x-rays!

Georgetown
512-863-9500

1811 N. Austin Ave. #101

GEORGETOWN 
PERIODONTICS 
& DENTAL IMPLANTS

Specializing in:

• Surgical placement of implants for single or 
multiple teeth and implant supported dentures

• Surgical and non-surgical periodontal therapy

• Regeneration of lost bone and soft tissue grafting

• Tissue Biopsies

• A variety of other surgical & non-surgical 
treatment options

• We offer sedation dentistry, including IV sedation 
and oral sedation.

P� ugerville

Georgetown



impactnews.com • March 2011 | NEWS | 7

P
ho

to
 c

o
ur

te
sy

 J
o

sh
 B

ak
er

, A
zu

lO
x 

P
ho

to
g

ra
p

hy

P
ho

to
 c

o
ur

te
sy

 W
ill

ia
m

so
n 

C
o

un
ty

 M
as

te
r 

G
ar

d
en

er
s

P
ho

to
 c

o
ur

te
sy

 C
it

y 
o

f G
eo

rg
et

ow
n

March
16  Balloon Sculpturing
Plexus the Clown demonstrates magic and 
balloon art at the library. • 10:30–11:30 a.m. 
Free • Hutto Public Library, 205 West St. 
759-4008 • www.huttotx.gov 

18  Exotic Animal Show
Live exotic reptiles, mammals and birds come 
to the library for an interactive adventure.   
10:30-11:30 a.m. • Free • Hutto Public Library, 
205 West St. • 759-4008 • www.huttotx.gov 

19  Free Spay or Neuter Clinic for Cats 
The City of Georgetown Animal Shelter offers 
free spay or neuter clinics for free-roaming 
cats in Georgetown. City of Georgetown 
residents with a cat that goes outside can 
request an appointment. • 7:30 a.m.–3:30 
p.m. • Free • Georgetown Animal Shelter,  
110 W.L. Walden Drive • 930-3592 

24  A Marvelous Party
Experience an evening of fine dining and 
scenes and songs by Noel Coward.
Known for comedies like “Private Lives,” 
“Hay Fever” and “Blithe Spirit,” as well as for 
musical theater like “I Went to a Marvelous 
Party,” Coward’s work has entertained 
audiences for nearly 100 years. Proceeds 
from the event will support Penfold Theatre 
Company’s efforts to open a new performance 
venue in Round Rock. • 7–10 p.m. • Kindred 
Oaks, 2100 CR 176, Georgetown • 850-4849

25  Friday Night Live
Middle schoolers in Hutto ISD play games, 
win prizes, dance and eat food. Hosted by 
the Hutto Family YMCA and the City of Hutto. 
7–9:30 p.m. • $5 • Hutto Middle School, 401 
W. Front St. • 846-2360 • www.ymcagwc.org

Gateway Gala
The annual fundraiser features dinner, the 
music of “Radiostar,” dancing and a silent 
auction. All proceeds go to Gateway College 
Prep School. • 7 p.m. • $75 • Reunion Ranch, 
850 CR 255 • 869-3020   
www.gatewaycps.org 

26 Paws for Mardi Gras
The third annual Paws for Mardi Gras dog 
walk also includes a Mardi Gras costume 
contest, blessing of the pets, event T-shirts, 
dog bandana and beads. The event is 
presented by the City of Georgetown and 
Friends of the Georgetown Animal Shelter.  
8:30 a.m. (registration), 10 a.m. (dog walk) 
$25 per person (two-dog limit), after March 19: 
$30 per person • San Gabriel Park, 445 E. 
Morrow St. • 930-3592  
www.friendsofgtownshelter.org

26  Bark for Life of Taylor
The American Cancer Society’s Bark For Life is 
a noncompetitive walk event for dogs and their 
owners to raise funds and awareness for the 
society’s fight against cancer. The event also 
includes demonstrations, contests and vendors. 
10 a.m.–2 p.m. • $20 (online registration)  

$25 (on-site registration) • East Williamson 
County Events Center, 210 Carlos Parker 
Blvd., Taylor • 365-7843 or 848-3685 
www.relayforlife.org/barktaylortx 

March 30–April 3  “Pillowman” 
Southwestern University presents “Pillowman,” 
a dark comedy by Martin McDonagh that 
focuses on the life of a fiction writer who is 
interrogated about the gruesome content of his 
writing and its similarities to murders occurring 
in his town. The production contains adult 
subject matter and is for mature audiences 
only. • Wed. 7 p.m., Thu.–Fri. 8 p.m., Sat.–Sun. 
3 p.m. • $5 • Heather Hall, Fine Arts Center, 
Southwestern University, 1001 E. University 
Ave., Georgetown • 863-1378
www.southwestern.edu/boxoffice

April
1–May 1  “Dirty Rotten Scoundrels”
The musical is based on a 1988 film and 
follows two con men living on the French 
Riviera. In this comedy, the two make a bet to 
see who can swindle a young heiress, and the 
loser must leave town. Due to adult content, 
the production is for a mature audience only.
Fri. and Sat. 7:30 p.m., Sun. 2 p.m.  
$24 (general admission), $22 (seniors),  
$14 (students and active military),  
Georgetown Palace Theater, 810 S. Austin Ave.
869-7469 • www.georgetownpalace.com

1–2  Georgetown Quilt  
and Stitchery Show
The quilt show features a silent auction, 
challenge block, vendors, a raffle quilt, 
demonstration, scissor sharpening and tea 
room. • 10 a.m.–5 p.m. • $6 • San Gabriel 
Park Community Center, 445 E. Morrow St. 
869-1812 • www.georgetownquiltshow.org 

2  Annual Keep Hutto Beautiful  
Trash-Off Event
Now in its sixth year, the annual trash-off 
event starts at Fritz Park with pep rally and 
light breakfast. Volunteers then go out into the 
community to pick up trash in Hutto. Lunch 
and door prizes are provided after the clean-up. 
Call ahead to volunteer. • 8 a.m.–noon • Free 
Fritz Park, 306 E. Live Oak, Hutto • 759-4000 
www.huttotx.gov

Williamson County Spring Garden Fair  
Williamson County Master Gardeners 
present sessions on topics such as native 
plants, square-foot gardening, composting, 
“Earthkind landscaping,” color in the 
landscape, butterfly gardening, soil and herbs. 
Informational tables on rain water harvesting 
and oak wilt are available, and the event also 
includes children’s activities, food vendors 
and a plant sale. • 8 a.m. (plant sale preview), 
9 a.m.–4 p.m. • Free • AgriLife Extension 
Office, 3151 Inner Loop, Georgetown  
943-3300 • www.txmg.org/williamson

Health Fair
The fourth annual health fair includes local 
chiropractors, dentists and optometrists. Door 
prizes, a fire truck, free immunizations, music 
and dance performances are also a part of the 

CALENDAR

to attend the annual dinner. Registration is 
required. • 4–6 p.m. • Free • San Gabriel 
Park Community Center, 445 E. Morrow St., 
Georgetown • 869-1844  
www.relayforlife.org/georgetowntx

6  Guest artist recital 
William Pu performs on the violin, along with 
Kiyoshi Tamagawa, pianist, and Hai Zheng, 
cellist. The recital includes works by Bright 
Sheng and Maurice Ravel. • 7 p.m. • Free 
Alma Thomas Theater, Fine Arts Center, 
Southwestern University, 1001 E. University 
Ave., Georgetown • 863-1504 
www.southwestern.edu/sarofim

8–9  Northwestern Williamson County 
Relay for Life
Teams of people take turns walking or running 
through the night around the track at Forbes 
Middle School to raise funds and awareness 
for the fight against cancer. All proceeds go to 
the American Cancer Society. • Fri. 7 p.m.–Sat. 
7 a.m. • $25 (team) • Forbes Middle School, 
1911 N.E. Inner Loop, Georgetown 
695-6125 • www.relayforlife.org/georgetowntx  

Sponsored by

Find more or submit Georgetown, Hutto and Taylor events 
at www.impactnews.com/ght/calendar.

For a full list of Central Texas events visit  
www.impactnews.com/austin-metro/calendar.

To have Georgetown, Hutto or Taylor events considered for 
the print edition, they must be submitted online by the third 
Friday of the month.

March 10–20
By Samantha Bryant

Billed as an unaffiliated alternative or addition to the South by Southwest music festival, more 
than 100 musicians perform in ArmadilloFest, an independent, family-friendly festival.

More than just music, the event includes art exhibits March 10–12, food from local 
restaurants, art and novelty booths, the Armadillo BBQ and Dance on March 13, and music 
seminars and workshops March 14 and 15.

Musicians in genres such as acoustic, alternative, Americana, blues, bluegrass, country, folk, 
indie, rock and R&B play on the stages March 16–20 at Armadillo Hall in Taylor. 

$5–$15 • Armadillo Hall, 308 Porter St., Taylor • 739-7082 • www.armadillohall.com
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Aaron Einhouse was one of more than 50 acts that played at ArmadilloFest 2010.

armadilloFest 2011

event hosted by Hope Pregnancy Center. 
11 a.m.–3 p.m. • Free • Hutto High School, 
101 FM 685 • 352-9500 
www.hopehousetaylor.org

2–3  National Rattlesnake  
Sacking Championship
In the 39th annual event presented by the Taylor 
Jaycees, teams compete for the fastest time to 
sack 10 rattlesnakes. The event also features 
vendors and a carnival. • Sat. 9 a.m.–6 p.m., 
Sun. 9 a.m.–5 p.m. • $6 (ages 12 and up),  
$3 (children 6–12), free (5 and under), 
$3 (active military) • Murphy Park, 1600 
Sycamore St., Taylor • 803-5855  
www.taylorjaycees.org 

3  The Autism Society of Greater 
Austin’s fourth annual Bike Ride  
The bike ride is a fundraiser for the Autism 
Society of Greater Austin and features 
routes that are 9, 20, 41 and 62 miles. Early 
registration ends March 15.  
9 a.m. • Fees vary • Berry Springs Park and 
Preserve, 1801 CR 152, Georgetown  
479-4199 • www.austinautismbikeride.org

3  Relay for Life Survivor Dinner 
Cancer survivors and caregivers in 
Northwestern Williamson County are invited 

Online Calendar
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When you need us, you’ll fi nd us 
where we always have been, 

Pre-Arrangement Planning 
 

Full Service Funeral Provider 
 

Complete Cremation Arrangements

                               

(512) 869-8888          
393 North IH-35 

(Westside Service Road)
 Georgetown ,TX                    

Right in the heart of our community.

A Community owned, Independent funeral establishment since 1994

We honor all 
Pre-Arrangement Plans                                                            

Meet and Greet. 
        Mueller Style.

   

Come on out and get to know Mueller at one of our spring Open House events!

Experience the community, meet with builders and see our latest home styles.

Visit with experts from the Mueller Affordable Homes Program and bring your questions.

Can’t wait? Learn more at www.MuellerAustin.com or call 512-703-9202.

OPEN 
HOUSE
April 2 

& April 16
12-3 pm

M u e l l e r A u s t i n . c o m

M u e l l e r A u s t i n . c o m

ROOM TO 
GROW

From I-35, take the Airport Blvd. exit and head east, left on Aldrich St. and follow the signs. 

CLOSE TO 
EVERYTHING

Ask us 
about our

Affordable 
Homes

Program.

CAT-593a_OpenHouseAd_AustChron_4.9167x6.04.indd   1 2/18/11   9:46 AM
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By Samantha Bryant
Plans are moving forward to transform 

the Hutto co-op district into a municipal 
center. City Council announced its inten-
tion Feb. 3 to issue bonds in March for 
$630,000 for the full design of an interim 
city hall building and civic green. 

The city also plans to request proposals 
for a private partner to develop the center 
and surrounding property this spring.

Micah Grau, City of Hutto finance direc-
tor, said a private developer’s role is a nec-
essary step in putting the plan into action. 

“We are looking for that private part-
ner to not only see how they can help us 
build our city facilities that are included 
on the site, but also develop the addi-
tional acreage that is going to be over 
there,” he said.

The development could include a mix-
ture of retail, residential and office space, 
Grau said. Civic buildings could also be 
constructed there.

The city purchased 18 acres at the 
intersection of Hwy. 79 and Short 
Street—the site of the Hutto Co-op Gin 
and Hutto Grain Co-op—in 2003 and 
2004, after the company ceased opera-
tions there.

Since then, past and present city 
councils have discussed the best use for 
the property, Hutto City Manager Ed 
Broussard said. 

The downtown plan, developed in 
2008, contained initial plans for a 
municipal facility at the co-op district. 
In 2010, Antenora Architects completed 
a Facility Needs Assessment that took 
into account Hutto’s growing population 
and determined what city staff and struc-
tures will be necessary.

Hutto grew by 150 new residences 
in 2010 and the city expects about the 
same increase to come in 2011. The latest 
population estimate is 18,514, compared 
with 1,250 in the year 2000, Grau said.

NEWS UPDATE

Hutto co-op The needs assessment also included 
preliminary designs for a municipal 
complex on the site. 

While the city staff has not increased 
much since the economy took a down-
turn, Broussard said he expects it to 
grow in the coming years.

“There definitely is a space issue with 
our facilities that will definitely need 
to be addressed sometime in the near 
future,” Broussard said.

The design for some of the civic build-
ings incorporates elements of the exist-
ing silos and cotton gin buildings in the 
co-op district to keep the historical feel 
of the location.

“That was one of the crucial things 
that the council wanted to make sure 
was included—quite a bit of reuse of 
materials out there on the site,” Brous-
sard said.

Design of the interim city hall and 
civic park will be fully developed 
this spring, Grau said. The architect’s 
estimate for this phase of the project is 
about $7 million. The tentative plan is 
for construction to begin in 2012 and 
be finished by 2013, although progress 
depends on funding.

“We’ll definitely take into account the 
way the economy is, and make sure the 
city is in the financial position to move 
forward with construction,” Grau said.

The rest of the buildings, such as the 
city hall and justice center, would be 
built out on an as-needed basis over the 
next five to 20 years.

More information and updates on the 
project are at www.huttocoopdistrict.com. 

Designs call for mixed uses  
at co-op district 
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The building that sits closest to Hwy. 79, 
also known as the long building, was a 
grain silo. Plans call for the building to 
be farther north from Hwy. 79 and used 
as a second floor for an interim city hall. 

The building would be placed on a berm, 
or small hill, to create an amphitheater 
and civic green for community events. 

After the new city hall is built, the 
building could be used for the library, 
although plans are not final.

Long building used for interim city hall

Civic block

Co-generation power plant

The new city hall building would contain elements 
of the two cotton gin buildings and one of the silos. 
Antenora Architects’ assessment revealed there 
were originally about 24 silos used to store grain on 
the Hutto co-op district site. 

Silos inspire future city hall

Co-op district master plan

In 1937, a group of Hutto farmers came together with plans to create a new cotton gin. It operated for about 66 
years. Plans are in motion to transform it into a multiuse center.

Historical site to be converted into modern complex

Antenora Architects’ assessment calls 
for a civic block surrounded by private 
development. The city is considering 
using some of the remaining six silos 
on the site to store a co-generation 
power plant at the planned municipal 
complex. The plant would contain a 
microturbine engine to produce elec-
tricity. Excess energy could be used to 
create hot or chilled water. Principal of 
Antenora Architects Michael Antenora 
said the cogeneration plant would be 
the primary source of power for the 
municipal complex. 

The city hall building would be built after the city 
outgrows the space at the interim city hall, or at 
an earlier time, depending on what the city needs, 
Antenora said.
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CIVIC 
GREEN

CITY HaLL

INTERIM 
CITY HaLL
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WEST PECaN ST.

WEST LIVE OaK ST.

79

H u t t o P r e m i e r D e n t i s t r y . c o m

123 Ed Schmidt Blvd. #100, Hutto

Teri L. Marek, DDS

I-35
13079
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512-846-2646

Find us on Facebook!O�  cial Partner of the 
Round Rock Express
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CITY AND COUNTY Compiled by Beth Wade and Samantha Bryant

  Georgetown City Council
101 E. Seventh St.
March 22 and April 12 at 6 p.m.
Watch replays of the council meeting on 
Suddenlink Cable Channel 10 at 7 p.m.
931-7715, www.georgetown.org

  Hutto City Council
401 W. Front St.
March 17 and April 7 at 7 p.m.
759-4033, www.huttotx.gov

  Taylor City Council
400 Porter St.
March 24 and April 14 at 6 p.m.
352-3676, www.taylortx.gov

  Williamson County 
Commissioners Court
710 S. Main St., Georgetown
Meetings are every Tuesday at 9:30 a.m.
943-1550, www.wilco.org

County parking garage 
The Williamson County parking garage 

at Fourth and Rock streets closed indefi-
nitely in January for repairs. To provide 
more parking options until it reopens, 
the county plans to pave a lot at Martin 
Luther King Jr. and Eighth streets.

Robert Daigh, director of the department 
of infrastructure, said the work will take 
place on about three or four weekends and 
the lot would be available for parking on 
Mondays. A timeline for the project has not 
yet been set. The county is also considering 
knocking down some of the buildings on 
that site to provide more room or providing 
a shuttle service.

Williamson County will pave the grass lot at the 
corner of Martin Luther King Jr. and Eighth streets.

Williamson County

Meetings
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Taylor City Council approves new 
meeting schedule

The Taylor City Council approved a 
resolution Feb. 22 to change its second 
meeting date each month. The council, 
which was previously meeting on the 
second Thursday and fourth Tuesday 
of the month, will meet on the second 
and fourth Thursdays each month. City 
Manager Jim Dunaway said the change 
was requested by staff for continuity 
and added preparation time for council 
agendas. The change will begin with 
March meetings.

Four announce candidacy for City 
Council at-large position

Four Taylor residents are running for 
the at-large position on the City Council 
as of March 7.

Former Mayor Rod Hortenstine 
resigned from the position Dec. 1. The 
election will be held May 14. 

Lonnie D. Zycha, lifelong Taylor 
resident and chairman of the Taylor 
Chamber of Commerce filed for the race 
March 1.

Other candidates who have filed for the 
seat include Jesse Ancira, Christopher 
Rogers and Brandt Rydell.

The deadline for applications to be 
turned into the city clerk’s office is 
March 14 at 5 p.m. Applications can be 
picked up at the city clerk’s office,  
400 Porter St.

Applicants must be at least 18 years 
old and a qualified voter of the city, have 
resided in the state for at least 12 months 
and at least six months within the city 
limits prior to the filing deadline and 
not owe payment of any taxes or other 
liabilities to the city, according to the 
city’s website.

Call 352-3676 or visit  
www.ci.taylor.tx.us.
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To be paved
Public parking

Georgetown

City of Georgetown 
expected to end contract 
with LCRA 

The City of Georgetown is pursuing 
other energy providers and may not renew 
one of its contracts with the Lower Colo-
rado River Authority.

The current contract runs through 
June 25, 2016, but the renewal deadline 
to extend the service to 2041 is June 25, 
Assistant City Manager Jim Briggs said.

The contract is estimated to cover about 
55,000 people in the Georgetown city 
limits and 15,000 to 20,000 outside of 
city limits each year. Briggs said the city’s 
annual budget for power supply ranges 
between $38 million and $42 million.

In addition to its larger contract, the city 
also has a unit specific contract with LCRA 
for the Lost Pines Power Plant in Bastrop, 
which it plans to retain, Briggs said.

He said switching to another provider 
has been discussed for about five years. 
City Council directed the Georgetown 
Utility System Advisory Board to negoti-
ate with different firms about a year ago 
but has yet to send a letter saying it will 
not renew the contract with the LCRA.

Briggs said the city wants diversity in 
its contract terms, providers, costs and 
energy sources.

The Georgetown Utility System Advi-
sory Board considered suppliers and pric-
ing during a closed session Feb. 23, and 
will probably make a recommendation to 
City Council in March, Briggs said.

He said the city is considering power 

suppliers including J.P. Morgan, American 
Electric Power, E.ON Climate & Renew-
ables and NRG Energy.

Briggs said new providers would 
probably not start until June of 2016, but 
because the city has a cap on how much 
energy it is provided by the LCRA, it is 
possible the providers could start before 
that date on a limited basis.

Monument Cafe owners Rusty Winkstern and 
Clark Lyda plan to open a Mexican food restau-
rant at 100 S. Austin Ave.

Council approves financing  
option for improvements at 
100 S. Austin Ave.  

Monument Cafe owners Rusty Wink-
stern and Clark Lyda plan to open a 
Mexican restaurant at 100 S. Austin Ave 
by the first quarter of 2012. Winkstern 
said the restaurant would serve interior 
Mexican dishes and some Tex-Mex, and 
would have the same farm-to-table con-
cept as Monument Cafe. City Council 
members approved a financing option 
Feb. 22 for a project at 100 S. Austin 
Ave., which included funding for public 
improvements such as infrastructure and 
site amenities. Councilwoman Pat Berry-
man voted against the option. Winkstern 

said the majority of the costs were for 
infrastructure improvements and would 
be reimbursed. Final agreements are 
slated to come back to council for pos-
sible approval at the March 22 meeting.
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Hutto

Municipal court, utility billing  
offices change hours 

The city municipal court and utility bill-
ing offices will open an hour later at  
9 a.m. on Mondays beginning April 4. 
Utility billing and municipal court employ-
ees will use 8 to 9 a.m. Mondays for staff 
development and training. All other city 
offices will continue to open at  
8 a.m. The offices will be open to customers 
Mondays 9 a.m.–5 p.m. and Tue.–Fri.  
8 a.m.–5 p.m. Costumers can pay fines and 
bills at the 24-hour drop box at City Hall, 
401 W. Front St., over the phone or online 
at www.huttotx.com. For more informa-
tion call utility billing at  
759-4055 or municipal court at 759-1011.

Mayor David Begier dies
Mayor David Begier, 69, died on the 

evening of March 3 due to complica-
tions from heart bypass surgery. Begier 
was elected a Hutto council member in 
May 2007. He was then elected mayor in 
May 2009, to fill the unexpired term of 
former Mayor Ken Love. In 2010, Begier 
was re-elected for a three-year term.

The City of Hutto has set up a special 
discussion area on its Facebook page, 
www.facebook.com/HuttoTX, for 
people who want to share stories about 
how Begier touched their lives.

The Williamson County Symphony 
Orchestra Society Board of Directors has 

also established 
a scholarship in 
Begier’s honor 
for a Hutto High 
School music 
student. Contribu-
tions may be sent 
to WSCO (David 
Begier Endow-
ment), 1007 Green 
Meadow Drive, 
Round Rock, Texas 78664. 

For more information, contact city 
hall offices at 759-4030.

Visit more.impactnews.com/11885.
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AT THE CAPITOL

Williamson County delegates get seats 
on budget-writing, border committees

“I have frequently said that I am serving in the Texas House to help support Williamson County’s needs 
and goals,” said state Rep. Larry Gonzales, right.  He said his County Affairs post will help him do so.  
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By Marcus Funk
Residents in Georgetown, Hutto and 

Taylor have representation on Legislature 
committees that wield significant clout 
over budget writing and border issues 
being debated at the statehouse. 

Members of the Williamson County 
delegation were tapped for positions on a 
number of key committees in the Texas 
House of Representatives and Texas Sen-
ate in early February.

On the House side, state Rep. Charles 
Schwertner, R-Georgetown, has a seat on 
the powerful House Appropriations Com-
mittee, which is charged with drafting the 
chamber’s version of the state budget. 

Schwertner, an orthopedic surgeon 
and one of three physicians in the House, 
also has a seat on an Appropriations 
sub-committee for Health and Human 
Services. The sub-committee will wrestle 
with potentially $11 billion in budget 
cuts to state Health and Human Service 
programs from 2011 to 2012. Schwert-
ner will have a say about the prospect of 
cutting Medicaid funding formulas by 
10 percent or more, as the state is facing 
an estimated $27 billion budget shortfall, 

and Republican leaders have vowed to 
close that budget gap without raising 
taxes or tapping the state’s rainy day 
fund.

“Balancing the budget is the No. 1 pri-
ority of the Texas Legislature. And while 
we face many challenges, I am confident 
that we will pass a budget that is fiscally 
responsible and keeps our economy mov-
ing in the right direction,” Schwertner 
said.

Schwertner also has a post on the 
House Public Health Committee, which 
oversees a number of state medical 
boards and programs. The committee 
also works with the Appropriations sub-
committee on budgeting for Health and 
Human Services.

State Rep. Larry Gonzales, R-Round 
Rock, has seats on the House Border and 
Intergovernmental Affairs Committee 
and the County Affairs Committee. The 
former will allow Gonzales to provide 
what he describes as a “conservative 
voice” on the  committee that oversees 
state-level border initiatives. Gonzales’ 
seat on the  border committee gives him 
an opportunity to focus on county-level 

policy and regulation. 
“I have frequently said that I am serv-

ing in the Texas House to help support 
Williamson County’s needs and goals,” 
Gonzales said. “My membership on this 
committee will strengthen my ability to 
do so.”

On the Senate side, state Sen. Steve 
Ogden, R-Bryan, has been reappointed 
as chairman of the Senate Finance 

committee, which supervises the budget-
writing process on the other side of the 
Capitol. As the chairman, Ogden has 
considerable authority over the budget, 
and the role is considered by many to be 
one of the most influential in the Sen-
ate. Ogden represents District 5, which 
includes all of Williamson County. 

Local Texas House districts Committee posts for area legislators 

District 52
State Rep. Larry Gonzales,  
R-Round Rock • 463-0670
Border and Intergovernmental Affairs; 
County Affairs

District 20
State Rep. Charles Schwertner, 
R-Georgetown • 463-0309
Public Health; Appropriations; 
Appropriations sub-committee on 
Health and Human Services 

District 5
State Sen. Steve Ogden, 
R-Bryan • 463-0105
Finance, chairman; Administration; 
Education; Government Organization

Comment at more.impactnews.com/11867
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OPTION 2

OPTION 1

Announcing the Seton Heart Institute, the newest member of the 

most advanced academic health care network in Central Texas. 

As part of the Seton Family of Hospitals, our cardiologists will share in the 

educational partnership with UT Southwestern Medical Center, one of the top 

medical schools in the nation, and scientists and professors at UT Austin to bring 

innovative clinical research and the most advanced techniques and treatments 

to Central Texas.

To schedule a consultation, please call (512) 324-3440.  

L E A D E R S  A T  H E A R T

SetonHeart.com
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“We made a decision in 2005 to have two 
full, comprehensive high schools in George-
town,” Superintendent Joe Dan Lee said.

He said student enrollment at the time 
did not justify the expense of completely 
building out the East View campus. The 
district began using the facility as a ninth 
grade center in 2008 and GHS was zoned 
for students grades 10 through 12.

Two years later, school facilities that 
were not up to Texas Education Agency 
standards and projected enrollment 
growth prompted the district to call a 
bond election in November 2010. 

“It was time to build out the high school 
and move forward with the plan to have two 
full high schools in Georgetown,” Lee said.

The bond election passed and included 
$41.2 million for the second phase of East 
View High School and $28 million for 
renovations to GHS. 

In January, the district announced that 
it was in the process of examining five 
transition plans.

An 11-member team of school staff vis-
ited other school districts that had made a 
similar transition and considered the pros 
and cons of each scenario.

Transition
Continued from | 1

Rather than splitting in half two or 
even three classes into two high schools, 
the team decided to keep as many classes 
together as possible by just separating a 
ninth grade class. The only question was 
whether to do it in the coming school year 
or wait until 2012–13. Transition team 
members recommended starting the tran-
sition in 2011–12.

“If the key is to increase participation 
and have more opportunities—educa-
tional and athletic and in the fine arts—
that was the plan that was going to increase 
opportunities, and do so in the shortest 
time span,” said Dave Denny, GHS ninth 
grade campus principal.

Lee said some parents had questioned 
whether it would be better to wait a year 
to begin the transition because of the state 
funding cuts the district could experience.

“The financial picture in 2012 does not 
look any brighter,” he said, explaining the 
funding crisis is not likely to go away and 
waiting does not address the district’s 
capacity issues.

He also said the cost to make the tran-
sition will be minimal because the dis-
trict does not have the expense of open-
ing a new campus and will only need to 
hire one to four additional staff members, 
which will cost an estimated $50,000 to 
$200,000. Domitrovich said the district 
will examine which positions it can hire 
internally for and which ones will need to 
be outside hires.

The district plans to keep the same staff 
as much as possible at both campuses. The 
transition will result in about the same num-
ber of students at each campus in 2011–12 as 
the 2010–11 school year. Some of the teach-
ers may have to teach at both campuses, at 
least initially, Domitrovich said.

Lee said ninth and 10th graders will 
have the same core academic opportuni-

ties at both campuses in 2011–12. 
The district will also replicate 

any of its more than 70 clubs 
and student organizations at 
GHS that students are also 

interested in at the new high school. The 
fine arts program will also be duplicated, 
Janda said.

Lee said a couple of challenges are giv-
ing students access to the NJROTC pro-
gram and Austin Community College dual 
credit courses, but the district is working 
on those details. 

athletics
Team sports at East View will compete 

at the sub-varsity level for the first year, 
but participants in individual sports will 
be placed in a University Interscholas-
tic League district that allows them to 
advance to the regional and state levels.

Blue said other school districts have tried 
letting their teams made up of ninth and 
10th graders compete on the varsity level.

“Essentially, 15- and 16-year-old boys 
and girls were now competing against 
18-year-old men and women,” he said. “It 
wasn’t a positive in terms of the climate 
and culture of those programs.”

Blue said GHS will continue to operate 
as a 5A high school in 2011–12, and the 
next year both schools will probably be 
zoned as 4A schools. The UIL has not yet 
assigned a district to the schools.

At East View, the football field, track 
and field house are projected to be fin-
ished by August, with baseball and softball 
facilities complete in time for the begin-
ning of seasons in 2012. The competition 
gym at East View will not be finished until 
sometime in 2012, Domitrovich said. 

a new mascot in town
The district chose the Patriot as the 

mascot for East View in 2005, along with 
the school colors of red, white and blue. 

Domitrovich said the district is in the 
preliminary stages of gathering informa-
tion about crests, mascot design, uniform 
designs and school songs, and will make 
decisions this spring.

Denny said the first group of students 
at East View will be instrumental in the 
school’s traditions.

“They’re going to have a big voice in 
establishing traditions that will go on for-
ever. They’ll be able to say, ‘I helped make 
that decision,’” he said.

OPTION 2 OPTION 3

BouNdary Options
The board of trustees reviewed three preliminary bound-
ary maps Feb. 28. The district is taking public input on 
the attendance zones and could adjust boundary lines 
again at special meetings March 7 and 10. Visit  
www.georgetownisd.org for the most current maps. 

Superintendent Joe Dan Lee said school board 
members will probably not make a final decision about 
where the boundary lines will be drawn until the last 
week of March.

Three factors that Lee said the district is considering 
when drawing the attendance zone lines include the 
number of students, student body makeup and travel 
distance for students.
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18 Hole Championship Course
Driving Range & Putting Greens

Dine in the Blackhawk Grill
2011 Annual Memberships

Become a Player 
Development Member

$29/Month
• Unlimited Driving Range Usage
• Free Instructional Clinics
• $15 Golf after 2 pm Daily
• $10 Golf afer 4 pm Daily
• $20 Golf before 2 pm Weekdays
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Valid thru 3/30/11
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east of Hwy 130 in Plugerville
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A pharmacy where your business will always be appreciated
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NextCareImpact.com

Open 7 Days A Week;
Extended Hours
GEORGETOWN
900 N. Austin Ave., Ste. 105
ROUND ROCK 
1240 E. Palm Valley Blvd.
AUSTIN (Pecan Park)
12701 FM 620
AUSTIN
6001 W. William Cannon, Ste. 302

MIGRAINE

BUMPED 
HEAD 

(STITCHES)

•  See a friendly, qualifi ed medical provider – walk in TODAY!
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exam room is ready.
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in an incubator for startup [com-
panies] it would benefit not only 
the students, but also the [busi-
nesses],” said Linnea Fletcher, 
ACC Biotechnology Department 
chair. “It’s advantageous to place 
them in startups because then 
they have to know quite a bit 
more than if they were to work in 
a regular company—they have to 
know all aspects of the company.”

She said students could also get 
to work with the latest techniques 
or help pioneer techniques.

The agreement will also offer 
part-time teaching opportuni-
ties for member-company exec-
utives, grant opportunities for 
lab equipment and paid intern-
ships and research collaboration 
between member companies 
and ACC faculty. 

The agreement was made pos-
sible by a $245,000 federal grant 
from the Department of Educa-
tion that enables TLCC to work 
with local colleges and universi-
ties for collaborative agreements 
and internship programs.

 Growing life sciences
TLCC operates as an accelerator, 

which is similar to an incubator, 

but instead of helping companies 
in very early stages, the TLCC 
works with companies ready to 
commercialize their products 
on financing, business plans and 
commercializing products or ser-
vices. After one to three years with 
TLCC, the goal is for companies 
to operate on their own in the 
Georgetown area and create jobs.

Founded in November 2007, 
the TLCC is in its fourth year 
and poised to meet goals set in its 
20-year plan, including a goal to 
be self-sufficient after five years. 
For now, the TLCC is 75 percent 
independently funded, with addi-
tional funding from the City of 
Georgetown, Peterman said.

“TLCC will always compete for 
federal or state grants and sources 
of funds, but we don’t want tax-
payers to be on the hook to for-
ever pay what we get,” he said.

Peterman said he and the city’s 
economic development office 
hope to recruit medium-sized 
companies with up to 50 employ-
ees for the center’s second phase. 
The goal is to eventually be able to 
recruit large companies, he said.

“The next phase for us is this 
cross-over phase,” he said. “We are 
starting with the core emerging 
tech companies and then crossing 
over with the established biotech 

Technology
Continued from | 1

companies with 100 employees.” 
Peterman said he expects to 

break ground on the center’s sec-
ond building this year.

The vision is to create a tech-
nology park near the center, at 
111 Cooperative Way, and create 
2,000 new jobs within 20 years. 

Helping shape the region
Although the TLCC affects the 

local economy, its impact can be 
felt throughout the region, the 
state and the U.S. market; and 
the life sciences also influence 
other industries, said Tom Kow-
alski, Texas Healthcare and Bio-
science Institute president.

“[Central Texas has] a very 
vibrant industry cluster that is 
forming,” he said. “What George-
town has done [with the TLCC] is 
beginning to make that impact.”

Every job created in the life 
science industry, creates 4.8 non–
life science jobs, Peterman said.

“[TLCC] is very important 
for the city and the region, pri-
marily because of its location, 
and it’s already been success-
ful,” Kowalski said. “It provides 
two things. No. 1 it gives them a 
state-of-the-art facility in which 
to go and conduct their business, 
[and] it gives them somewhat of 
a clustering aspect where they 

The TLCC was founded in November 2007 as a nonprofit company by the City of 
Georgetown, Georgetown Chamber of Commerce and Southwestern University to attract 
and develop life sciences and biotechnology companies and bring more jobs to the area. 
The center was initially funded by these three entities. The TLCC’s operations are guided 
by a 20-year vision plan with key goals for the organization. 

Texas Life-sciences Collaboration Center 20-year plan

Milestones and goals

Texas Life-sciences Collaboration Center 20-year plan

2007: Launched with one member company 

2008: Three member companies; 10 member-company jobs

2009: Five member companies; 20 member-company jobs

2011: Seven member companies and 35 member-company jobs

2013: Goal—To be financially self-sustainable and an economic engine for the region

2015: Goal—20 member companies in the center at any given time

2027: Goal —2,000 member-company jobs

are under the same roof, and 
they can talk with one another.”

The center is in the middle of 
a biotech corridor that stretches 
from San Antonio to Dallas.  

“All along this corridor, there is 
just a tremendous amount of activ-
ity,” Kowalski said. “All of these 
companies need a spot to go. By 

accelerating these companies, 
when they move out of the center, 
they are going to need a spot, and 
wouldn’t it be nice if they landed 
right there in Georgetown and 
started their manufacturing 
capabilities?” 

Comment at more.impactnews.com/11872
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By Bobby Longoria
When the I-35 Corridor Advisory Com-

mittee released its “My 35” comprehensive 
mobility plan in January, it included a pro-
posal that would switch out aspects of I-35 
and Toll 130, and redesignate each.

The Texas Department of Transportation 
appointed the committee more than a year 
ago to develop guidelines for improving 
congestion along the I-35 corridor in Texas. 

Tim Brown, chairman of the I-35 advi-
sory committee, described the effort as an 
attempt to broaden the reach of I-35 sug-
gestions by eliciting community input as 
much as reasonably possible. Brown is a Bell 
County commissioner who served on the 
committee along with several traffic engi-
neers, environmental planners, past and 
present city mayors and consultant groups. 

“The problem we created here in Texas 
is we allowed our major urban centers to 
develop right around and over our inter-
state highways,” Brown said. “You can’t go 
back and undo the development that has 
already occurred. It’s much more economi-
cal to do something else. There is not any 
single answer.”

The group divided I-35 into four seg-
ments. The first includes the region of 
the Oklahoma-Texas border to I-20 in 
the Dallas-Fort Worth area. Segment 
2 runs from I-20 in Dallas-Fort Worth 
to the border between Williamson and 
Bell counties in Central Texas. Segment 
3, which includes Travis County, begins 
at the Williamson and Bell county line 
and extends to I-10 in San Antonio. The 
fourth segment includes the region from 
I-10 in San Antonio to the Texas-Mexico  
border.

For Segment 3, the 
committee proposed 
converting one lane 
of I-35 in each direc-
tion to a dynami-
cally priced man-
aged lane, leaving at 
least two non-tolled 
lanes on either side 
between Hwy. 195 north of Georgetown and 
Toll 45 SE in Mustang Ridge. A dynamically 
priced managed lane would have a varying 
toll, depending on the time of day. Drivers 
who seek to travel faster during peak traffic 
periods would pay a higher rate than dur-
ing low-traffic periods. The lane would also 
provide faster travel for high-occupancy 
vehicles, such as Capital Metro buses or car-
pool vehicles.

The group also proposed expanding Toll 
130 to six lanes, from Hwy. 195 to Toll 45 SE, 

and removing the tolls. The expanded road-
way would then be redesignated I-35.

Toll 45 SE would also be expanded along 
what is now Toll 130, from Mustang Ridge 
to I-10 in Seguin.

Any plan that would change tolls or add 
a managed lane to I-35 would have to be 
approved by the Federal Highway Admin-
istration.

austin’s traffic woes
Carlos Lopez, district engineer for 

TxDOT’s Austin district, stated I-35’s prob-
lem very simply.

“We have too much traffic using I-35, 
and we don’t have enough lanes to carry all 
those cars,” Lopez said. “Too many cars, not 
enough lanes.”

In 2010, the Texas Transportation Insti-
tute released its study of traffic trends across 
101 metropolitan areas, including Austin, 
Los Angeles, New York, Dallas-Fort Worth 
and Washington. The study looked at travel 
time index, a ratio of travel time in the peak 
period of traffic to travel time in free flow, 
outside of peak travel time. Austin’s travel 
time index ranked third worst among the 
101 cities.

Austin’s overall index in 2009 was 1.28, 
meaning an hour trip on average takes 1.28 
hours during peak traffic. 

Although Washington and Los Angeles 
had a higher travel time index, of 1.30 and 
1.38 respectively in 2009, Austin ranked first 
overall because of its dramatic travel time 
index change since 1982, when the ratio was 
only 1.08.

In 2010, TxDOT ranked the 100 worst 
bottlenecks in the state. I-35 from Hwy. 

71 to US 183 was 
ranked No. 4, with a 
travel time index of 
1.45.

David Schrank, 
a co-author of the 
2010 Texas Trans-
portation Institute 
report, attributed 
I-35’s poor traf-

fic conditions to an old design that has not 
been fully redeveloped.

“It is a function of road design from 50 
years ago that is still in play today, with vehi-
cles that are designed to perform at higher 
speeds and with less distance between cars 
than we might have had years ago when the 
road was built,” Schrank said.

Funding at issue
Although the I-35 advisory committee 

has not estimated a cost for its I-35/Toll 130 

project, state Sen. Kirk Watson, D-Austin, 
has said the project would never happen 
because of a lack of state funds.

“It’s good the people are trying to come up 
with creative solutions,” Watson said, “but at 
a point in time when the state has failed in its 
efforts to keep up with finances, [in order to] 
provide the sort of transportation solutions 
that the people need and want, a proposal 
like that is probably not likely to happen.”

Watson said the discussion of whether 
the proposal is a good or a bad idea would 
not even happen in light of the budget issues 
facing the Legislature.

“The truth of the matter is, for over a 
decade now there has been a lack of appro-
priate emphasis on how we are going to fund 
the growth of this state when it comes to 
transportation,” Watson said. “The problems 
are now coming home to roost.”

Lopez said the committee’s recommenda-
tions would help guide TxDOT in improv-
ing the corridor.

“There is going to have to be a lot of vet-
ting to go through these ideas,” Lopez said.

Other traffic solutions
Part of the challenge with turning Toll 130 

into a non-tolled highway would be paying 
back all the investors who helped get the 
highway built to begin with.

Lopez said it is more feasible for TxDOT 
to improve the parallel corridors along I-35.

On Feb. 24 the Texas Transportation 
Commission voted to lower toll rates for 
trucks on Toll 130 and Toll 45 SE. The new 
rates will go into effect March 1.

The toll rate change is expected to have 
a net neutral impact on tollway revenue, 
but it should increase the number of trucks 
using the two toll roads. Lopez said the 
toll rate change should encourage Aus-
tin freight through-traffic to use Toll 130 
rather than I-35.

The Central Texas Regional Mobil-
ity Authority plans to improve US 183 by 
upgrading it to a tolled freeway. The project 
is expected to begin in 2015 or 2016.

TxDOT is currently gathering public 
input for the MoPac Improvement Proj-
ect, which may add new lanes to MoPac or 
redesignate existing lanes as HOV lanes. 
Lopez said a consultant company would 
soon be hired to study Loop 360, examin-
ing how traffic signals could be improved to 
increase traffic flow.

Group proposes redesignating tolls, but officials say unorthodox 
concept and lack of funding may stymie the project

‘My 35’ plan, other ideas in play 
for relieving I-35 congestion 

TRANSPORTATION
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“Hopefully, all of that put together can 
help mobility through our town,” Lopez said.

Large-scale expansion and construction 
on I-35 is not possible, Lopez said, because 
of I-35’s limited footprint and right of way. 
He also said TxDOT does not have nearly 
enough funds for such an overhaul.

Gas tax revenue
Lopez said TxDOT could only fund proj-

ects that the state allows, and right now the 
agency receives a bulk of its revenue from 
the gas tax and vehicle registration fees.

Over the years the gas tax revenue has 
brought in a steadily decreasing revenue for 
TxDOT. The gas tax is 20 cents a gallon in 
Texas, and 75 percent of its total revenue 
goes to the State Highway Fund. 

Motor fuel taxes generated $3 billion 
in 2010, amounting to 3.6 percent of the 
state’s total net revenue. In 2000, motor 
fuel taxes generated $2.69 billion and rep-
resented 5.4 percent of the state’s total net 
revenue. From 1999 to 2000, the amount of 
motor fuel taxes generated changed by 3.7 
percent; the percent change from 2009 to 
2010 was 0.3 percent.

Lopez said the decreasing revenue 

brought in from the gas tax could be due 
to more fuel-efficient cars and alternative 
methods of fueling vehicles.

Lopez said he suspects this decreased-rev-
enue trend to continue, which may require 
the Legislature to look at different methods 
for funding TxDOT, such as toll revenue 
and a tax based on total miles traveled, not 
how much gas is pumped.

austin’s I-35 goal
HOV lanes have been suggested as an 

option for reducing the number of cars on 
I-35. A dynamically priced lane would not 
only help fund future efforts, but encourage 
people to drive during non-peak times, said 
Ginger Goodin, research engineer with the 
Texas Transportation Institute.

Active Traffic Management, a system 
that changes speed limits into a city’s core 
depending on time of day, could help 
smooth traffic and reduce sudden stopping 
and accelerating, Goodin said.

City of Austin Transportation Direc-
tor Rob Spillar said the city recently began 
a $1.5 million study of the I-35 corridor. A 
consulting firm will be hired to look at ways 
to squeeze more capacity from the north 
and south into downtown, he said. All this 
would occur within I-35’s existing foot-
print—restriping the highway may be a way 
to accomplish this.

Spillar said the city would also look at 
how entrance and exit ramps could be 
reconfigured so that frontage roads were 
used more often.

I-35 was designed for a different age, and, 
in some ways, the original designers did not 
know to allot for future expansion needs, 
Spillar said.

“We made problems when we solved 
some problems. We can’t make them all go 
away—that’s the reality—but we can make 
some deliberate incremental improve-
ments,” he said.

The city is currently engaged in improv-
ing the 51st Street interchange, as well as the 
Y at Oak Hill. TxDOT will help partner in 
the design of both improvements but will 
not help fund or participate in the actual 
construction. Several other projects in prog-
ress will look at ways to improve roadways 
along the I-35 corridor, including Airport 
Boulevard, East Riverside Drive and Cesar 
Chavez Street.

An information system that alerts drivers 
of traffic conditions ahead of time, with sug-
gested route alternatives, is also an idea the 
city is considering, Spillar said.

In order to improve the economic vital-
ity of the region, transportation officials 
have said that more must be done with what 
exists of I-35.

“We have I-35 and the city built around it, 
and it is what it is,” Spillar said. “We may not 
be able to solve all the problems, but we can 
address some of the issues. Make mobility 
better, make life better.”

Segment 3 recommendations:  
I-35/Toll 45 SE/Toll 130 Alternative

The My 35 advisory committee proposed in 
January several recommendations for improving 
the entire I-35 corridor across the state. TxDOT 
officials said the recommendations will help 
guide their improvement efforts but are not 
guaranteed projects. Some improvements may 
require legislature approval. Any interstate re-
designation would require approval of the Federal 
Highway Administration.

a   Convert one general purpose lane on I-35 in 
each direction to at least one dynamically priced 
managed lane, leaving at least two non-tolled 
lanes in each direction from Hwy. 195 to Toll 
45 SE; I-35 will then be redesigned as a non-
interstate facility 

B  Widen Toll 130 to six lanes from Hwy. 195 
north of Georgetown to Toll 45 SE in Mustang 
Ridge, removing the tolls and redesignating this 
portion of Toll 130 as I-35

C  Widen Toll 45 SE to six lanes from Mustang 
Ridge to I-35 northeast of Buda, remove the tolls 
and redesignate Toll 45 SE as I-35

D  Widen Toll 130 to six lanes from Mustang 
Ridge to I-10 in Seguin and remove the tolls;  
portion would remain designated as Toll 130

E1   E2   E3   Improve the two north/
northeastern San Antonio I-35/I-410 interchanges 
and the I-35/Loop 1604 interchange in north 
San Antonio as the second priority project for 
Segment 3; estimated cost between $600 million 
and $900 million

F  Upgrade Loop 1604 S to a six-lane controlled 
access facility from I-35 NE in Live Oak to I-10 
E. south of Converse for approximately eight 
miles as the third priority project for Segment 3; 
estimated cost between $300 million and  
$400 million

G  Upgrade US 183 to a four-lane, full freeway 
from Hwy. 290 northeast of downtown Austin 
to Hwy. 71 southeast of downtown Austin for 
approximately eight miles as the fourth priority 
project in Segment 3; estimated cost between 
$200 million and $300 million

I-35:  
then and now

From East Avenue to Interregional Highway

Over the past 50 years in Austin, there have been population growth spurts that have lead to a cycle 
of congestion and construction for I-35, as transportation planners seek to keep one of the nation’s 
major north-south arteries open and viable.

Long before bumper to bumper traffic from 51st Street to Lady Bird Lake, the road that is now I-35 in 
Austin was East Avenue, a major street that had trees and brush lining its path. 

I-35, the Interregional Highway, was first proposed with Proposition 6 in 1946. The plan was to include 
I-35 in the Great International Highway project, which intended to connect roadways from Alaska to 
Argentina.

Austinites were given a choice: take the Highway Department up on its offer to build a new highway 
that could bring economic vitality to the region, or let the project slide through Austin’s grip, thus going 
to another Texas city.

Out of 7,140 voters, 61 percent voted yes on the proposition, paving the way for a highway that would 
eventually replace East Avenue and bore through the center of downtown.

The Interregional Highway was completed in 1952. However, it was not until late 1961 that the down-
town portion of the highway, from 17th Street to the north bank of the Colorado River, was completed.

Not long after that, Austin began to outgrow the original I-35. By 1966, the Texas Highway Department 
was implementing studies to increase the capacity of the four-lane highway.

Millions of dollars, overpasses, additional lanes and decades later, Austin is again outgrowing I-35’s 
capacity with traffic jams along the road, according to recent studies.

I-35 is pictured above looking north toward Riverside Drive on June 25, 1956, when it was called 
the Interregional Highway.

I-35 near Riverside Drive is now one of the most congested locations of the highway through 
Austin. TxDOT is working to improve the corridor by increasing flow along parallel corridors and 
possibly repurposing lanes to dynamically price managed lanes.
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Comment at more.impactnews.com/11866

Source: I-35 Corridor Advisory Committee
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www.stanleysteemer.com
1-512-926-8549

®

3 room minimum. Minimum charges apply. Must present coupon at time of service. Not valid with any 
other offer. Residential Only. Combined living areas, L-shaped rooms and rooms over 300 sq. ft. are 

considered 2 areas. Baths, halls, staircases, large walk-in closets and area rugs are priced separately. 
Protector not included. Valid at participating locations only. Certain restrictions may apply. Call for 

details. Offer Expires 4/30/11. ENTER PROMO CODE: ACN33

Spring cleaning isn’t 
just for your home!

Spring into action and reserve a spot for 
your child with Dr. Bain! Your child will love 
our state of the art facility, gaming arcade, 
and selection of classic movies.

During February, Children’s Dental Health 
Month, Dr. Bain encouraged proactive oral 
health by donating dental supplies to over 
4,000 children in our community.

Spring and summer appointments � ll 
quickly. Don’t be left sweating trying to 
reserve a spot for your child. Call Dr. Bain’s 
o�  ce today! 

619 S. Heatherwilde Blvd. • Pflugerville, Tx 78660 
Phone 512-989-6900 • Fax 512-989-6901

www.drbainpediatricdentist.com

Dr. Bain is featured in Newsweek 
December 13, 2010 Issue as a Top Dentist In Texas.

Dr. Bain is feat
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Blue Jay Garden
Bird-watching business expands services

Driving through downtown 
Hutto, it might be easy to 
miss the historical blue 

house tucked away off FM 1660. 
Surrounded by the canopy of four 
dozen trees in a garden setting, Blue 
Jay Garden has been offering the 
community opportunities to view 
native Central Texas birds since 
opening in October.

In 2006, owner Sally Velasquez 
began restoring the building, a 
craftsman-style house built in 1929,  
using only eco-friendly materials. 

“I recaptured this house,” she said. 
“Ninety percent of the material here 
is reclaimed in some manner because 
I believe in recycling so that we don’t 
ultimately fill up our landfills.”

When Velasquez purchased the 
property, she said she recognized 
the value of the thick tree canopy on 
the quarter-acre property for bird 
watching. 

“In six months I have actually docu-
mented the appearance of 22 species 
that are common to Central Texas,” 
Velasquez said. “The most common 

species are obviously the blue jay 
and mockingbird, but we also have 
cardinals, Pine Siskins and Carolina 
Chickadees.”

Blue Jay Garden includes a gallery 
and sells from local artists.

Velasquez has a TV inside showing 
pictures of birds commonly spotted at 
Blue Jay Garden.

In addition to its primary goal, Blue 
Jay Garden also provides items from 
its deli and coffeehouse, which opened 
in February. 

Velasquez said the most popu-
lar item is the Pazzini, a pepperoni 
panini. Other items on the menu 
include soups, sandwiches, muffins, 
and bagels, along with a variety of cof-
fees and hot teas in the espresso bar.

Ultimately, though, the primary 
goal of Blue Jay Garden is for the 
public to enjoy birds in a serene and 
peaceful environment, Velasquez 
said. She said she thinks she has the 
right formula in place to attract not 
only people from Central Texas, but 
eventually from around the world.

BUSINESS

Owner Sally Velasquez at the opening of Blue Jay Garden’s deli.

By Chris Kominczak

Blue Jay Garden
201 N. FM 1660, Hutto 
642-3093
www.bluejaygarden.com 79

Farley St.
W Pecan St.

E
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1660

Common bird species

• Mockingbird
• Blue jay
• Black-Crested Titmouse
• Northern Cardinal
• Nashville Warbler
• Pine Siskin
• Carolina Chickadee

Blue Jay Garden features areas for cus-
tomers to watch for native birds.

Popular menu items:

Sandwiches: $6.75
Panini: hot sandwich on pita-style 
bread with turkey, pepperoni, ham, 
salami, or vegetables. The sandwich 
comes with fresh spinach, basil, 
sundried tomato pesto, olives, red 
onions, and provolone or American 
cheese. 

Soup: 
Small $2.25; large $5.75
Potato with bacon or tomato basil 

Beverages:
Latte, cappuccino, or mocha $3.20
Fresh brewed coffee $1.50
Hot flavored teas $2.15
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Circle S
Western gift store celebrates 16 years

Cheryl and Shorty Schwartz compete 
in rodeos across the state—Cheryl 
Schwartz in barrel racing and her 

husband in team roping events. 
“I’ve got a barn full of horses and a 

4-year-old daughter who has already won 
her first buckle,” she said.

The opportunity came 16 years ago for 
the couple to open a western gift store in 
Schwartz’s hometown of Round Rock. In 
2003, they moved Circle S to Georgetown, 
east of the Square on Eight Street. 

Packed with western-themed decora-
tions, gifts and home decor items for both 
cowgirls and cowboys, Schwartz said the 
store’s slogan is, “A taste of the West with-
out the dust.” Strands of barbed wire and 
ropes hang from the ceiling, along with a 
string of Texas flags. 

The concrete floor is painted with stars 
and cowboy boots, and Schwartz lets her 
customers sign their name or write a mes-
sage after they make a purchase.

Schwartz travels to two or three mar-
kets a year in Dallas and Colorado to find 
merchandise for her store. Among her 
more popular items are candles she pur-
chases from a vendor in North Texas. The 

BUSINESS

By Samantha Bryant

Now in her 16th year of business, Cheryl Schwartz sell trinkets and gear for cowgirls and cowboys of all 
ages at Circle S, which she co-owns with her husband, Shorty. 
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Circle S
122 E. Eighth St., Georgetown
863-7448
www.rustic-cowboy.com

candles, which are also available as wax 
melts, come in fragrances such as “Saddle 
Leather,” “John Wayne,” and “Cowgirl 
Leather,” which is a hot pink candle.

“It’s a leather twist with a little fruit 
[scent], or a little bling,” Schwartz said.

Other items that have “bling” or sparkle 
are the Yellowbox shoes, Tweet Birdie 
Tutus and Trinkets jewelry, and leather 
picture frames. 

Schwartz keeps her Christmas trees up 
year-round, and carries seasonal decora-
tions such as windmill ornaments, shot-
gun shell lights and star garlands.

Brides can register at Circle S and 
choose items for their homes, such as din-
nerware, bedding and towels.

“So many people are decorating western 
these days,” Schwartz said, adding that she 
likes to give suggestions to customers about 
how they can arrange items in their home.

About two years ago, the Schwartzes 
started their own wholesale business, “Let 
‘er Buck Cowgirls.” They print messages 
on T-shirts, drink koozies and signs and 
sell them in Circle S and at markets to 
customers from Hawaii to Canada.

“I started designing stuff two years ago 

and it became so much fun that it evolved 
into a wholesale business,” she said.

Schwartz said some of her top selling 
T-shirts are: “Mess with me, mess with the 
whole trailer park” and “Bless Your Heart.” 

Her Pistol, Pearl and Opal line contains 
T-shirt slogans she and her barrel-racing 
friends invented. Opal is Schwartz’s barrel 
racing name. Last year, she was barrel 
racing in a field with her friends next to a 
prison, and they came up with the T-shirt 
phrase, “How much fun can we have 
before going to prison?” 

Patsy Fuller from Wichita Falls likes the 

T-shirt emblazoned with, “I feel a hissy 
coming on,” and has bought it for several 
of her friends, Fuller said.

From stuffed armadillos to round Texas 
playing cards, Schwartz said she searches 
for fun and unusual items to stock the 
shelves of Circle S. 
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Visit us at AustinOralSurgery.com
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Our experts know FIT Matters.
201 University Oaks Blvd. #790 (near Ikea in the University Oaks Shopping Center)

Round Rock, TX  78665     512-610-3990

ROUND ROCK
Come see

our incredible

selection of

styles, sizes

& widths.

NOW
OPEN!860 Stability Runner

WOMEN’S: (2A) 8-12 (B) 7.5-12 (D) 7.5-9.5
MEN’S: (B) 9.5-14 (D) 9-14 (2E) 9.5-12

WOMEN’S: (2A) 7-12 (B) 6-12 (D) 6-11
MEN’S: (B) 9.5-15 (D) 8-15 (2E) 8-14 (4E) 9-13

1080 Cushion Runner

S
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ain S
t.



impactnews.com • March 2011 | FEaTURES | 21

F  rom back hoes and lawn equip-
ment to napkins and place settings, 
Almighty Rentals has just about any-

thing someone would need to redo their 
landscaping or plan an event of any size.

“I always had tools and equipment before 
I was a business owner,” Almighty Rent-
als co-owner Daniel Dance said. “I had to 
build a shed on the side of my house just to 
keep all my tools. I loved having a piece of 
machinery or a tool I could extend out to a 
friend of mine to help him on a project.”

After serving overseas in the military, he 
returned with a new outlook on life, he said.

“I had a rare opportunity to be in a situa-
tion to help me focus on what was impor-
tant. Coming back from that, [showed 
me] that life is short and you better do 
what you want,” Dance said. “What a great 
opportunity that was to all of a sudden 
realize the frailty of life.”

Dance and his wife, Christie, decided to 
open their business and scoured the area 
for the best place to do so, he said. The 
couple finally settled on Georgetown.

“Until you get below the surface of 
Georgetown, I don’t think anybody can 
fully understand how incredible it is 
here,” Dance said. “I say that, I’m passion-
ate about saying it, but at the same time I 
don’t like saying it. Because just like when 
you know a great secret or a great spot to 
eat and don’t want to see it change, you 
are almost hesitant to shout the acclaims 
of that.”

The couple offer tool and equipment 
rental, party and event management and 
commercial outdoor power equipment, 

Christie and Daniel Dance opened Almighty Rentals five years ago. The business offers tool and equipment 
rental, party and event management and commercial lawn products.

known as The Lawn Shoppe. Their busi-
ness, named in reference to their faith, is 
about good customer service, Dance said.

“[Our mantra is to] treat our customers 
how we want to be treated,” he said. “That 
ties into Almighty Rentals; do unto others 
as you would want others to do unto you—
works in business, works in life.”

In five years of business, Dance said, they 
have continued to look for ways to grow. 

In the next year, the couple has plans to 
add an outdoor adventures section with 
recreational vehicles and other outdoor 
recreation equipment. Expanding to other 
communities is also a possibility. 

“We are on the cusp of identifying future 
locations that will give us a regional pres-
ence,” Dance said.

The couple also purchased 6 acres of 
land on Shell Road for a future expansion 
project. Dance is working with the city on 
a 25-acre commercial/business park that 
would include their tract. 

“We went from 1,000 square feet to 3,000 
inside square feet and another 1,500 square 
feet outside, so 4,500 square feet, plus we’ve 
taken all of the road frontage with equip-
ment, and I’m so full here,” Dance said. 

Beyond business, the couple is involved 
with community organizations, includ-
ing the city’s parks and recreation board 
and the Exceptional Georgetown Alliance, 
which helps individuals with autism.

“We always want to be conscious of the 
community, God and the fact that we are 
working in here with all these people,” he 
said. “I think to be part of the community 
from a business perspective, you need to 
be part of the community from a social 
perspective and be able to give back. 
That’s important, both personally and as 
a business.”

Almighty Rentals
2534 Shell Road
868-3788
www.almightyrentals.com

By Beth Wade

Almighty 
Rentals
Company focused on 
growth, giving back

BUSINESS
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Beautiful, Comfortable, 
Natural… You

Relocating to a new 
state-of-the-art facility

APRIL 2011
David R. Hennington, D.D.S 

512.863.6888

2425 Williams Dr., Ste. E • Georgetown, TX 78628

www.TradeWindsDental.com

We listen.

We don’t hurt.

We don’t JUST 
care about your teeth,
we care about YOU.
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DINING

Cafe on the Green
Owner focuses on pleasing the palates of Sun City 

T rendy quinoa pilafs, quail eggs 
or Korean barbecue tacos are not 
likely to crop up on the plates at 

Cafe on the Green in Sun City, because 
owner Jennifer Pitkethley keeps the 
menu in step with the tastes of the res-
taurant’s main demographic—the retire-
ment community’s residents.

“We need to follow food trends, but, 
basically, if I follow the food trends of 
the baby boomers, then I’m going to hit 
my target profile customer,” Pitkethley 
said. “But, let’s say something is really 
hot in the [age] 20 to 30 category. I don’t 
even need to pay much attention to 
something like that.”

Pitkethley said that some Cafe on the 
Green diners are focused on healthy 
eating, so the menu offers items such as 
Thai chicken salad ($8.99), Pizza Vegetali 
($9.99) and a Garden Burger ($5.99). 

“Then there are some of them who 
are more worried about Mom’s old-
fashioned cooking, and that is where the 
comfort food comes in,” Pitkethley said.

Pitkethley and wife Susan swapped 
Central Oregon for Central Texas in 
December 2006, after their son came to 
the area for college and stayed to start a 
family in Pflugerville. 

“We decided to come see our grand-
kids grow up,” Pitkethley said. “Of 
course, we’re getting close to retirement 
ourselves; you couldn’t find a better place 
to retire than Sun City.” 

Open since January 2009, Cafe on the 
Green has a menu that varies in formal-
ity and price point, from filet mignon 

($18.99) and grilled Coho salmon dinner 
entrees ($15.99) to country fried steak 
($8.99) and Texas Cowboy Chili ($5.99).

 “It’s important for us to have a wide 
variety of items on the menu, thus we 
have a pasta section, we have burgers, 
pizza, [and] we have comfort food,” 
Pitkethley said.

While organic and locally sourced items 
have become popular with many people 
seeking a healthy diet, Pitkethley says 
Cafe on the Green is not focused on those 
trends. Instead, the menu is built on quality 
ingredients that can translate into good 
food at a viable price, she said.

“We get all of our business from Sun 
City. Probably less than 5 percent of our 
business comes from outside Sun City,” 
Pitkethley said. “We know we have to 
get people in to the restaurant multiple 
times per week. We have probably 20 dif-
ferent couples who dine here four to five 
times a week.

“It is very important here, in Sun City, 
that we show people good value.”

Part of the value of Cafe on the Green 
is that the restaurant offers food and 
entertainment options.

Pitkethley said that karaoke night, on 
alternating Tuesdays, is one of Cafe on 
the Green’s busiest nights. The restaurant 
also features live music, and one of the 
regular acts, Kountry Kombo, is made up 
of Sun City residents.

“One of the guys is like 85 years old 
[and] still plays in the band,” Pitkethley 
said.

By Nicole Smith

Cafe on the Green offers comfort food and lighter 
dishes, such as the homemade chicken salad.

Repeat customers are vital to Cafe on the Green. 
“We probably have 20 different couples who dine 
here four to five times a week,” restaurateur Jen-
nifer Pitkethley said.
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“It’s very important here, in Sun City, that we show people good value,” owner Jennifer Pitkethley said. 

Hitting the spot near hole 9
Cafe on the Green is located near White 
Wing Golf Course’s Hole 9. The restaurant’s 
full menu is available, but Pitkethley said 
the Hot Diggity Dogs—quarter pound 
kosher franks with a variety of topping 
options—are popular with golfers. 

“They can call from the golf course and 
we’ll have it ready for them at the walk-up,” 
Pitkethley said.

A Hot Diggity Dog with relish, onions and 
sauerkraut is $4.99, while the chili-topped 
version is $5.99.

Specials and entertainment
Cafe on the Green has two alternating sets 
of specials available weekdays from  
11 a.m.–5 p.m. Some of the available 
entrees, all $6.99, are chicken and 
dumplings made with drop biscuits, hot 
roast beef sandwiches, bleu cheese 
burgers and liver and onions.

“You want to see this place on Monday 
afternoons when we do liver and onions; 
we’re packed,” owner Jennifer Pitkethley 
said.

Cafe on the Green also packs them in 
on karaoke night, which alternates on 
Tuesdays with live music performances, the 
owner said.

Pitkethley said that Cafe on the Green 
features small combos or solo performers 
on live music night, usually playing oldies 
but goodies and a bit of country.

Cafe on the Green at White Wing Golf Course
150 Dove Hollow Trail, Georgetown 
863-6200
www.cafeonthegreen.net
Mon.–Sat. 8 a.m.–8 p.m.; Sundays 8 a.m.–9 p.m.
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ARC Round Rock
After Hours Clinic
open 7 days a week

nights, weekends & holidays

(512) 346-6611Your Doctor is Nearby
18 Locations, 15 Specialties, 6 Cities, ONE Medical Group

AustinRegionalClinic.com  |  ARC-INFO (512-272-4636)  |  Se Habla Español
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PEOPLE

Alan Knust
Executive director of the Taylor and Hutto Family YMCAs
By Samantha Bryant 

Now in his 25th year of working with the YMCA, Alan Knust moved from Florida to 
take the position of executive director at the Taylor Family YMCA and the Hutto Family 
YMCA on Jan. 3. 

Knust started volunteering at the Y, coaching a girls’ basketball team, while pursuing a 
degree at Oklahoma State University in recreation administration and management. He 
became a program director in 1986.

He went on to serve as an executive director at YMCAs in Houston, Orlando and Sara-
sota, Fla., before moving to Taylor and starting work. Knust and his wife like to exercise 
and stay active by biking, rollerblading, golfing and scuba diving, he said.

Knust said the YMCA is continuing to progress toward opening a permanent location 
in Hutto with a tentative opening date in early 2013. A temporary facility opened at 101 
Anthony St. in December and is accepting memberships.

What are the YMCA’s goals in Taylor?
The long-range goal is to get a full 

facility here. This is considered a store-
front facility and doesn’t have all the 
amenities. We have a limited amount of 
space here. If you come in the evening 
time, almost every one of the cardio 
machines are full and the aerobic classes 
are full. 

The YMCA is a community service 
organization and we do what the com-
munity wants us to do. In order to do 
that, we have to have the facilities to 
meet those demands. We’ll still looking 
at ways to explore the opportunity to 
have a facility in Taylor. We’re hopefully 

going to start more adult sports pro-
grams and expand on the current offer-
ing for kids. Rather than just have one 
season of basketball, maybe we have a 
couple. We’d like to start adult soc-
cer, adult flag football. We’re looking at 
trying to start those programs this year, 
because adults need to be healthy, too.

What is the purpose of the interim facility 
in Hutto?

It’s to give a presence in the com-
munity to let people know that the Y 
is coming. We want to make sure that 
people see us. They can come ask ques-
tions. It is a small facility; we’ve got 

like 10 or 15 cardio machines, a small 
aerobic studio and some weights. 

People in the community wanted a 
Y, so at least they can start utilizing the 
facility in Hutto. The good thing about 
that property is that if they join the 
facility in Hutto they can still use any of 
the other Ys, including Twin Lakes [in 
Cedar Park], CHASCO [in Round Rock] 
or Taylor. 

What is your role in the community?
That’s what the Y is: It’s a community 

service organization and we have to be 
involved in the community. We’ve got 
to get outside of the four walls and work 

with the local chambers, with the local 
service clubs: the Rotaries, the Lions, the 
Kiwanis. We’ve got to get out and help 
them with their events as well. 

One of the active older adult commu-
nities had contacted us to go to their site 
and provide group exercise classes for 
their residents in assisted living homes. 
We can do the same thing and go into 
businesses and offer programs. 

Right now, the YMCA of Greater Wil-
liamson County has 75 different after-
school programs outside of the YMCA. 
That’s 75 different locations making 
us accessible to all the members of the 
community. 
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PEOPLE

By Samantha Bryant

Esther Weir
More than 70 years in Georgetown

E sther Weir can remember when 
Leander Road was a dirt road, and 
her house was the first one along it. 

Because of the house’s distance from the 
nearest public school, the district paid her 
a fee to drive her two children to school. 

“It was cheaper to pay me than to send a 
school bus,” she said.

Weir has seen the City of Georgetown 
grow since she first came in 1938, and was 
recently honored for her role in fostering 
growth through community involvement.

In January, Southwestern University 
awarded Weir its Martha Diaz Hurtado 
College Town Award, which recognizes a 
person or business for a significant contri-
bution to the “college town” atmosphere 
of Georgetown.

Born in 1916 in Wilmington, N.C., 
Weir came to Georgetown in 1938 to 
teach at Southwestern. With a masters 
degree in physical education from North-
western University in Chicago, Weir was 
the head of the women’s athletics program 
at the school.

“I taught everything,” she said. “Now 
they have a supervisor for each activity.”

Weir taught golf, tennis, dance, 

Southwestern University recently honored Esther Weir for her contributions to the school and Georgetown.
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synchronized swimming and other classes 
at Southwestern. She also taught at George-
town High School.

In April 1941, Weir married local 
rancher A.C. “Doc” Weir. The couple 
invited Southwestern students and faculty 
to come out and spend time fishing, tak-
ing walks or swimming in the river that 
runs through their ranch.

“We had the idea that, if you enjoy com-
ing out, please come out and make yourself 
at home,” Weir said.

Weir said her late husband loved having 
people come out to the ranch, especially 
college students.

“He was a very generous, outgoing and 
loving person,” she said.

Now the grandchildren of students the 
Weirs originally welcomed onto the ranch 
come visit.

“After the first ones came … they would 
invite the next generation of college stu-
dents,” she said.

Weir was involved with Georgetown 
community organizations, including the 
Downtown Merchants Association and 
the Georgetown Chamber of Commerce.

She was also the chairwoman of the 

Georgetown Sesquicentennial Folklore 
Committee and collaborated with South-
western history professor Martha Allen for 
the production of “Georgetown’s Yester-
years.” The four-volume book captures 
residents’ memories of their town.

“Esther knew a lot of those people, and 
knew that it was important to write that 
down,” Allen said. “She was the main 
inspiration behind that.”

Weir said she was involved in the 
Georgetown community because that is 
where her family lived, and it was her job 
to assist them in any way she could.

“We supported one another, that was 
my role,” she said.

When the Weirs invited Southwestern students 
out to their ranch, the male students slept in 
the bunkhouse and the females slept in the 
house. The bunkhouse was originally used by 
hired hands at the family farm in Weir. 

Bunkhouse

1. Seton Family of Doctors at Williamson
 Family Medicine
 Seton Medical Plaza I, 301 Seton Parkway, Suite 302

2. Seton Family of Doctors at Forest Creek
 Internal Medicine Adults Only

3. Seton Family of Doctors at Stone Hill
 Family Medicine
 1512 Town Center Drive, Suite 100

Seton Care For Your Entire Family
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Three Convenient Locations In Round Rock & Pflugerville

I-
35 13

0

To 
Georgetown

To Austin

To Hutto

1

2

3

setonfamilyofdoctors.com

For more information and directions, please visit:

Stone Hill clinic now offers comprehensive 
cardiac care by the specialists of

For appointments, please call (512) 324-4812.
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COFFEE WITH IMPACT

Local leaders discuss 
regional development
Compiled by Amy Deis 

Editor’s note: Coffee with Impact is a monthly forum at our headquar-
ters featuring leaders in various sectors who are making a difference in 
Central Texas.

In February, Gary Farmer, president of Heritage Title Company and 
co-founder of Opportunity Austin; Tim Crowley, regional president 
of Frost Bank and chairman of Opportunity Austin; and Dave Porter, 
senior vice president of economic development for the Greater Austin 
Chamber of Commerce, discussed Central Texas’ economic develop-
ment and transportation.

Opportunity Austin is an economic development initiative, started 
by the chamber in 2004, to foster job creation in the region.

What types of high-impact jobs 
in the technology sector have we 
lost and what does our business 
community need to do to draw 
those types of jobs back in?

Porter: A lot of those [semi-
conductor] jobs just won’t be 
replaced, which is why we are 
working hard to diversify. We’re 
working more in life sciences 
to bring biotech, life science 
companies to Austin. The creative 
media is a huge growing tech 
sector, so we’re trying to diversify 
and bring more creative media, 
game developers to Austin. Clean 

energies—it’s probably the biggest 
and hottest sector that’s growing: 
solar panel, wind turbine, battery 
technology, electric cars. Here in 
Pflugerville, National Scooter is 
making electric scooters. So we’re 
trying to replace those lost jobs 
with the same type of skill set in 
different industry sectors.
How do you balance regionalism?

Farmer: What we’ve all come 
to understand is that if a com-
pany relocates in Georgetown, 
there’s an accretive benefit in San 
Marcos. If a company locates 
in Bastrop, there’s an economic 

benefit in Cedar Park. We’re 
going to rise and fall as a region. 
What the chamber does is try to 
put companies in contact with the 
communities where they might 
best be served. We’re agnostic as 
to where a company might go. We 
really don’t care.

Crowley: Chamber staffs from 
Round Rock, San Marcos and 
Pflugerville travel with us to New 
York in December and call on site 
selectors from companies who 
have had an interest in Central 
Texas. It sends a great statement 
that we are very collegial.

What is the future of 
transportation in the Austin area?

Farmer: If we’re going to have 
roads in Central Texas in the 
immediate future, they’re most 
likely to be toll roads.

 Crowley: [The MetroRail] 
is great if you want to get from 
Leander to downtown or the 
seven stops along the way. The 
real key is what do you do with 
those folks once they get to 
downtown Austin? Of course 
you’ve seen [Austin] Mayor [Lee] 
Leffingwell discuss having an 
urban rail package of some kind 

for voters in 2012.
 The mayor’s plan would take 

you to the convention center and 
out to [The University of Texas], 
out to the Mueller [development] 
and to [Austin-Bergstrom Inter-
national Airport]. It makes a lot 
of sense, and it’s going to cost a 
lot of money and a lot of short-
term pain. Austin’s population is 
doubling every 20 years. There’s 
a lot of people coming to Central 
Texas. We can’t continue to put 
another 25,000 to 40,000 cars a 
year on the road system we have.
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From left: Dave Porter, Tim Crowley and Gary Farmer, all stakeholders with the Greater Austin Chamber of Commerce, shared 
their knowledge on development in the region Feb. 3.

Comment at more.impactnews.com/11859
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  1    Camp Ben McCulloch 
 
18301 FM 1826 
858-2084 
www.campbenmcculloch.com

Onion Creek runs through this private park, 
built in 1904. The camp is open to visitors 
and campers.  Unreserved camping for RVs 
and campers is available for $20 a night and 
tents for $15 a night. The tabernacle pavilion, 
café and dance floor are also available for 
rental. The annual Camp Ben Reunion, a free 
event with dancing, music and games, will 
be held in June and the Old Settlers Music 
Festival in April, featuring music, camping, 
food, drinks and arts and crafts. 
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By Suzanne Haberman 
and Yvonne Lim Wilson

Driftwood has earned its culi-
nary stripes as the home of the 
original Salt Lick Bar-B-Que, but 
it is also the home to wineries, 
views of the Texas Hill Country 
and scenic hike-and-bike paths. 

“Driftwood is a state of mind,” 
said Scott Roberts, owner of The 
Salt Lick. 

Driftwood, in Hays County, 
is not an incorporated area 
and does not have any official 
boundaries. The population 
of Driftwood in 1990 was 21, 
according to the “Handbook 
of Texas Online,” but Roberts 
estimated the total is even 
smaller today. 

Driftwood earned its name 
from wood washed up on the 
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11    The Inn Above Onion Creek 
 
 
4444 FM 150 W. 
Kyle, 78640
268-1617
www.innaboveonioncreek.com

The bed and breakfast and spa resides on 88 
acres in the Hill Country, modeling an 1800s 
Texas homestead with trails, gardens and 
wildflowers that bloom in the spring. Room 
reservations range from $199 for a queen 
room to $399 for a private two-bedroom 
cottage. Guests can make appointments for 
spa services, and a stay at the inn includes a 
three-course meal and a hot breakfast. The 
Inn Above Onion Creek celebrated its 15th 
anniversary last year. 

sPrinG eVents cALenDAr
DAY TRIP GUIDE

Driftwood

 10     The Bella Vista Ranch 
 
3101 Mount Sharp Road 
Wimberly, 78676 
www.bvranch.com

At The Bella Vista Ranch, founded in 1998, 
Jack and Pat Dougherty and daughter 
Colleen Peters nurture Texas fruits and 
vegetables to produce olive oil, wine, 
vinegar, jams and gourmet food. From 
1,200 olive trees, the owners create 
olive oils and flavored oil blends, such 
as Alfresco Blood Orange Oil, through 
the First Texas Olive Oil Company, 
headquartered on the ranch. At Bella Vista 
Cellars, the family makes wine, including 
cabernet sauvignon, chenin blanc and 
blackberry wine, made from 100 percent 
Texas blackberries. Tours and tastings 
are available on Saturday at 10 a.m. and 
1 p.m. and Sunday at noon for $15 a 
person. 

shores of Onion Creek. 
“It would pile up and can get up 

to two stories tall,” Roberts said. 
“In the olden days, people would 
load their wagons with driftwood 
instead of cutting trees.”

Settlers first started coming to 
the Driftwood area in the 1840s. 
Within 40 years, the community 
began to establish itself as a sup-
ply center for the neighboring 
ranches and farms. 

“We may have been one of the 
original day trips in the 1880s,” 
Roberts said. 

By 1890, it had a general store, 
cotton gin, post office, a school 
and churches. The population 
peaked at about 100 in the 1950s. 

The natural beauty of Drift-
wood can be seen from the 
country roads. The hillsides’ 
graceful ups and downs, wild-
flowers and century-old oak 
trees are parted by Onion Creek, 

which meanders in and out of 
the area. 

Historical buildings, such as 
the Driftwood United Meth-
odist Church, the Driftwood 
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Country Store and Driftwood 
Cemetery, and modern Texas 
attractions, such as The Salt 
Lick and weekend getaway loca-
tions, dot the map. 

  2    Duchman Family Winery on  
        Mandola Estate 
 
13308 FM 150 W.  
858-1470 
www.duchmanwines.com

Inspired by travels to Italy, and elsewhere 
in Europe, owners Stan and Lisa Duch-
man established this winery in 2004 with 
neighbors Damian and Trina Mandola. In 
mid-July 2010, the Duchmans bought out 
the Mandolas’ share of the winery. Fifteen 
varieties of Mediterranean-style wines, 
including rose, pinot grigio and moscato 
are available to purchase and sample in the 
tasting room. Take a complimentary tour 
Saturdays and Sundays at the beginning of 
each hour from noon to 7 p.m. The winery 
hosts a free summer film series, “Movies in 
the Vineyard,” every first Friday from April 
to October. 

  3    Driftwood Country Store 
 
On FM 150 W., across from the Driftwood 
United Methodist Church

The former country store is now a private 
studio and residence, but passers-by can 
admire the old building, which has been the 
subject of many photographs and paintings. 

  4    Driftwood Estate Winery 
 
4001 Elder Hill Road 
858-9667 
www.driftwoodvineyards.com

In 1998, owner Gary Elliott began growing 
grapes for the Driftwood Estate Winery. 
From 14 producing acres, Elliott makes 
about 4,500 cases of wine from seven 
varieties of grapes. Samples of five wines 
are served for $5 a person in the tasting 
room. The winery boasts views of the Hill 
Country, the vineyard and goats grazing in 
the fields during spring. For two weekends 
during February, Driftwood Estate Winery 
will be open an extra hour—until 7 p.m.—
for Valentine’s Sunset Evening. Guests can 
bring a picnic and purchase wine to have 
while watching the sun set Feb. 11–14 and 
Feb. 18–20.

 5    Driftwood United Methodist Church 
 
15090 FM 150 W.  
858-0805 
www.driftwoodumc.net

The Driftwood United Methodist Church was 
built in 1884, and the sanctuary is still in use 
today. For 90 years, the Methodists alter-
nated Sunday services with the local Baptist 
congregation. The Rev. Carl Clark holds 
weekly services, including Sunday School 
for adults and children at 10 a.m., fellowship 
from 10–10:45 a.m. and worship from  
11 a.m.–noon. When there are five Sundays 
in a month, the Drfitwood United Method-
ist Church’s praise band and choir perform 
country gospel music for what locals call the 

“The Driftwood Gospel Opry.” Also, behind 
the white-frame building lies the Driftwood 
Association Cemetery, where the graves of 
Driftwood’s early settlers and several Confed-
erate soldiers are intact. 

 6    The Salt Lick Bar-B-Que 
 
18300 FM 1826 
858-4949 
www.saltlickbbq.com

Award-winning barbecue is smoked on-site 
daily in an authentically Texas atmosphere at 
The Salt Lick. Thurman and Hisako Roberts 
established the eatery in 1967 at this loca-
tion. Scott Roberts, their son, now operates 
the restaurant. Barbecue dishes include 
family-style offerings of meat and sides, 
plates of beef, sausage, pork ribs, chicken 
and turkey, sandwiches and desserts, such 
as pecan pie and peach cobbler. Custom-
ers can take their own beer or wine, and 
the restaurant accepts cash only. The Salt 
Lick also has a Round Rock location, at 
3350 E. Palm Valley Blvd., which opened in 
September 2009.  

 7    Salt Lick Cellars 
 
18300-C FM 1826 
829-4013 
www.saltlickcellars.com

Scott Roberts, co-owner of The Salt Lick 
Bar-B-Que restaurants, and his daughter 
debuted Salt Lick Cellars in September 2010. 
The vineyard has about 36 acres of land with 
young grapevines, growing varieties such as 
grenache, mouverdre, syrah, tempranillo and 
sangiovese. While waiting for the grapes to 
mature, Salt Lick Cellars sells Texas wines 
and beer, such as neighboring Duchman 
Family Winery varieties and Real Ale Brewing 
Company Fireman’s 4. A bocce ball field and 
a retail store are on the grounds. Wines can 
be taken over to The Salt Lick restaurant.

 8    Thurman’s Mansion 
 
17900 FM 1826 
894-3117 
www.thurmansmansion.com

The two-story limestone mansion is an event 
center equipped to host weddings, parties 
and corporate events. The proprietors of The 
Salt Lick Bar-B-Que own the building, which 
was meant to be the home of restaurant 

founders Thurman and Hisako Roberts, 
but Thurman died before construction was 
complete. It is named in his honor. 

 9    Trattoria Lisina  
 
13308 FM 150 W.  
894-3111 
www.trattorialisina.com

The country Italian-style restaurant features 
classic Italian dishes and seafood specialties. 
A top-selling entrées is the osso buco, ($24), 
a braised veal shank served over polenta. 
Daily features are fish-of-the-day and ravioli-
of-the-day. Next door to the Duchman Family 
Winery on Mandola Estate, Trattoria Lisina 
has views of the vineyard and is owned by 
Damian and Trina Mandola. 

12    JKP Barsana Dham Hindu Temple         
        and Ashram  
 
400 Barsana Road 
288-7180 
www.barsanadham.org

Barsana Dham, a Hindu temple near Dripping 
Springs along Hwy. 290, hosts worship services 
and religious celebrations. Peacocks roam the 
grounds, which are landscaped with fountains 
and gardens. General visiting hours are daily 
from 11 a.m.–12:30 p.m. and 3–5 p.m., 
and visitors can see the temple architecture, 
prayer hall and grounds. People who want to 
participate in services can lodge at Barsana 
Dham for fees, starting at $50 a night. 

April 1, May 6  Movies in the Vineyard

Movies shown outside in the vineyard at the 
Duchman Family Winery. The movie is free to 
attend and begins at sunset. Food and bever-
ages are available for purchase. • Duchman 
Family Winery, 13308 FM 150 W. • 858-1470 
www.duchmanfamilywinery.com

March 13, 18, 27  Music Evenings

Bands play live music from 3 to 6 p.m. at the 
Duchman Family Winery. Genres include easy 
rock and pop, jazz, swing and Americana. 
Music evenings are free and open to the public.  
Duchman Family Winery, 13308 FM 150 W.  
858-1470 • www.duchmanfamilywinery.com

April 14–17  Old Settlers Music Festival 

The annual festival features live music, 
children’s activities, performance workshops, 
camping, food, drinks and arts and crafts. • 
$25–$450 • The Salt Lick Pavilion and Camp 
Ben McCulloch, 18300-18301 FM 1826  
www.oldsettlersmusicfest.org

May 7  MayFest 

Live bands perform at the annual event with 
vendors and activities at an historic church. 
Free • Driftwood United Methodist Church, 
15090 FM 150 W., Driftwood • 858-0805 
www.driftwoodumc.net
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Hello, 
NeigHbor!

Let’s Get  
Acquainted! 
Scott & White clinicS  
are ready for you 

n 425 University Boulevard

n Burnet

n Cedar Park

n Cedar Park West

n Georgetown

n Georgetown Central

n Hutto

n Pflugerville 

n Round Rock West

n Taylor

Complete, personalized healthcare  
is just around the corner.
Great healthcare is closer than you think. Scott & White offers several clinics  
for you and your family’s primary care, conveniently located throughout 
Williamson County. Each clinic is fully staffed and committed to personalized 
and responsive healthcare. And, if you need a specialist, our network instantly 
connects you to experts at Scott & White Hospital – Round Rock. 

Scott & White also accepts all major insurance plans, so the right care in the 
right place is more accessible than ever!

Visit clinics.sw.org to learn more about services right in your neighborhood.

Your cHoice. THE TRUSTEd CHoiCE.
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CORRIDOR

Austin Avenue and FM 971, Georgetown

The intersection of Austin Avenue and 
FM 971 is the western terminus for FM 
971. The road leads east to the towns 
of Weir and Granger. This corridor is 
home to Georgetown’s largest park, 
San Gabriel Park, with many recreation 
options, trails and the San Gabriel River. 

Nonprofit

1   The Veterans of Foreign Wars is a 
national U.S. war veterans’ organization. 
Georgetown chapter VFW 8587 is located 
at 1000 N. College St. They have a burger 
lunch open to the public each Wednesday 
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. The cost is $5.50 
for the burger or $6 for burger, fries and 
tea. To-go orders may be called in to 
863-2535. VFW 8587 also hosts a fish fry, 
which is open to the public, on the last 
Friday of every month. 863-2535

2   The Georgetown Community 
Center is located at 445 E. Morrow St. 
in San Gabriel Park. The facility is 6,950 
square feet and can hold up to 440 
people. 930-3595

3   Also inside San Gabriel Park is the 
Williamson County Sheriff’s Posse 
rodeo arena. The WCSP was founded 
in 1943, to assist during World War II 
blackouts, as well as with emergencies 
and natural disasters. Its goals are to 

Compiled by Karin Jahnke

assist law enforcement, provide an 
equestrian environment to promote 
cowboy traditions and raise money for 
civic organizations and youth groups. 
WCSP hosts the annual Georgetown 
Rodeo, which will be June 24 and 25 
this year. It also hosts the annual Up the 
Chisholm Trail Cattle Drive and Ranch 
Rodeo in September.

Residential

 4   TRISUN Healthcare owns Park 
Place assisted Living at 101 FM 971. 
It has 28 private apartments for seniors 
requiring minimal care. The facility has 
been open since 1997. 868-6275

 5   TRISUN Healthcare also owns Park 
Place Skilled Nursing Center, located 
at 121 FM 971, next door to Park Place 
Assisted Living. This is a 115-bed facility 
with private and semi-private rooms and 
24-hour skilled nursing care. 868-6200

 6   Georgetown Nursing and 
Rehabilitation Center is a 106-bed 
nursing and rehab center for short or 
long-term care. It is located at 903 River 
Haven Drive. 863-5521

 7   Located at 1811 N. Austin Ave. 
is Wesleyan Homes and Wesleyan 
Development. These are offices for the 

nonprofit ministry that provides affordable 
retirement living, nursing care, Alzheimer’s 
disease care, hospice and rehabilitation. 
Wesleyan Homes has facilities with 
multiple levels of assistance including 
retirement apartments at The Wesleyan at 
Estrella, on Williams Drive, The Wesleyan at 
Scenic Drive and The Wesleyan at Estrella 
Assisted Living, which is expected to open 
this month on Williams Drive. 868-1205

Healthcare

8   DaVita Inc. is building a kidney 
dialysis center near the intersection 
of Weir Road and Gann Street. The 
company expects to open this spring, 
offering hemodialysis treatment, a 
process that filters waste from the blood 
when the kidneys cannot perform their 
function. www.davita.com

9   James E. Miles has a Naturopathic 
Center located at 1811 N. Austin Ave., 
Ste. 203. He offers alternative medicine, 
herbal remedies, nutritional counseling, 
vitamin therapies, magnetic therapy, 
reflexology and acupressure. 868-9867, 
www.theherbdoctor.org

Recreation

10   San Gabriel Park is a 178-acre park 
located at 445 E. Morrow St. on the San 

Gabriel River and is shaded by a number 
of 200-year-old trees. It has trails, 
baseball, softball, basketball, volleyball, 
soccer, picnic areas, disc golf, a skate 
park and fishing. There are almost nine 
miles of hike and bike trails along the river 
and a 1.6–mile granite loop trail within the 
park. On the north side of the San Gabriel 
River, there is a one-mile concrete trail 
that goes from the park to Rivery Park. 
930-3595, www.parks.georgetown.org

11   The Georgetown Recreation 
Center, 1003 N. Austin Ave., underwent 
a significant expansion in early 2009 
to add indoor and outdoor pools, an 
elevated walking track, multipurpose 
rooms, basketball courts and a weight 
room. 930-3596,  
www.parks.georgetown.org/recreation 

12   Creative Playscape was built by 
volunteers in 1993 and has been named 
a favorite playground in the state by 
Texas Monthly magazine. The park, 
located at 1003 N. Austin Ave. is located 
just north of the recreation center.

13   Georgetown Sunken Garden 
is located directly across from the 
Georgetown Community Center. 

This is a sample of businesses and organizations in the area. 
The list is not comprehensive.
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SATURDAY, APRIL 2 – 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Austin Community  College Parking Lot
1555 Cypress Creek Road  •  Cedar Park

ACCEPTED NOT ACCEPTED
• Acids
• Batteries
• Paint
• Auto tires – limit 5 per person (car 

& light trucks up to 24”, wheels and 
rims removed)

• Cleaning products such as polish, 
oven cleaner, drain opener, stain 
remover

• Lawn and garden chemicals, 
herbicides and pesticides

• Used motor oil and � lters
• Transmission and brake � uid
• Household products labeled 

“caution,” “warning,” or “poison”
• Lighter � uid,  solvents and varnish
• Pool chemicals
• Electronic waste: computers, 

printers, monitors, TVs, etc.
• Gently used clothing, toys, and 

household items

• Agricultural chemicals
• Dioxins
• Containers larger than 5 gallons
• Explosives/� reworks/ammunitions
• Industrial, commercial or business waste
• Propane cylinders of any kind OR 

compressed gases
• Medical or pharmaceutical items
• Radioactive materials (smoke alarms)
• Asbestos-containing materials
• Tires with wheels, rims attached

GUIDELINES
• If possible, bring products in original containers.
• Do not mix or consolidate products.
• Separate and group your items prior to drop-o�  and 

label them.
• Properly seal containers to prevent leaking.
• Haul containers in trunk or back of vehicle, away 

from passengers.
• Please let volunteers help you unload your items.
• Only go through the line one time.
• No trailers longer than 16 feet accepted.
• No walkups.
• No contractors or business refuse will be accepted.

http://WilliamsonCountyLand� ll.wm.com

Austin’s Original All Inclusive 
Golf Experince!

Includes Green Fee, Cart, 
Range Balls and Complimentary 

Hot Breakfast & Lunch Bu� ets 
starting as low as $38!

For Reservations Call: 
512-252-Golf (4653) 

or book online at 
www.Starranchgolf.com

All-Inclusive 

Golf Package 

Starts at $38!

Located just north of Austin
2500 FM 685 • Hutto, TX 78634 - Toll 130
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Impacts

REGIONAL —Abridged stories from our other editions

Coming Soon
Cedar Park Producing 
what Jim Sampson calls “Tex 
Mex Beer,” Twisted X Brew-
ing Company plans to open 
by the end of March at 3200 
W. Whitestone Blvd., Cedar 
Park. Sampson and co-founder 
Shane Bordeau plan to brew at 
least three craft beers to be dis-
tributed to local bars and pubs. 
www.texmexbeer.com 
 
Northwest austin A BJ’s 
Restaurant & Brewhouse is 
under construction at 10515 N. 
MoPac, Bldg. Q in the Arbor 
Walk. It is scheduled to open in 
early May and will offer deep-
dish pizza, sandwiches and 
hand-crafted beer. 
www.bjsrestaurants.com

austin Austin-based P. 
Terry’s Burger Stand plans to 
open a location—the fifth in 
Central Texas—in Lakeway, 
at 3311 RR 620 S., this August. 
Owner Patrick Terry said the 
location, across from Lake 
Travis High School, will be 
uniquely designed and feature 
a back patio with a view of the 
Hill Country.  
www.pterrys.com

In the News
Northwest austin IBM 
inventors received a record 
5,896 U.S. patents in 2010, 
marking the 18th consecutive 
year the company has topped 
the list of the world’s most 
inventive companies. Employ-
ees at IBM Austin location, 
11501 Burnet Road, accounted 
for 950 of those patents. The 
Austin site tied with the IBM 
Thomas J. Watson Research 
Center in Yorktown Heights, 
N.Y., for most patents of any 
IBM site. 

Downtown austin The  
Travis County Sheriff’s 
Office and the Travis County 
Veterans and Peace Officers 
Memorial Executive Com-
mittee unveiled the Veterans 
Peace Officer Memorial on 
Dec. 10 in Woodmansee Plaza. 
The monument is inscribed 
with the names of 21 veterans 
and 35 peace officers from 
Travis County who died in the 
line of duty.

Mama Jacks
800 Pecan St. West, Ste. A
Pflugerville
990-1515

Pflugerville Linda and Stephen 
Hindes are committed to keep-
ing the homey atmosphere that 
has existed at Mama Jack’s in 
Pflugerville for about 30 years. 

The couple bought the diner 
in 2003 and then re-opened it in 
2004. Located just down Pecan 
Street from Pflugerville High 
School and next to Timmer-
man Elementary, Hindes said 
they have loyal customers in the 
nearby teachers and students. 

The restaurant was named 
Mama Jacks because the first 
owner’s name was Jack and his 
mother’s name was Jacqueline. 
Stephen Hindes said he kept 
the name when they bought it 
because he appreciated the history 
associated with the restaurant and 
did not want to disturb it. 

Mama Jacks is a family affair, 
with Linda and Stephen both 
running the restaurant and their 
16-year-old daughter, Lynda, also 
helping out behind the counter.
Full story by Samantha Bryant at
more.impactnews.com/11757Developer explores options for Round Rock

Mama Jacks
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Round Rock A major new 
commercial development could 
be in the works in Round Rock 
as developer Highland Resources 
Inc. is exploring its options on 
two parcels of land totaling 
nearly 140 acres near I-35 and  
FM 3406.

The city has already paused 
on a portion of its $6.16 million 
planned renovations to Chisholm 
Trail Road after representatives for 
Highland Resources approached 

the city about the roadway, which 
bisects the two properties.

Highland Resources has owned 
the land for more than 20 years. 

Only now, after the rapid 
growth of Round Rock has sur-
rounded the land with both resi-
dential and commercial traffic, is 
the developer seriously looking at 
transforming the property.

Surrounded by hotels and res-
taurants, and situated near the 
site of the expected Round Rock 
sports complex, the Highland 
Resources land is one of the few 
remaining undeveloped tracts 
of its size in Williamson County 
along I-35.

The land in question is owned 
by Chisholm Trail Developers 
Venture, according to Williamson 
County tax records. Chisholm 
Trail Developers Venture is part 
of Highland Resources, a devel-
opment company that also owns 
land along Hwy. 79, east of the 
CVS at A.W. Grimes.

Between the sports complex, 
I-35, hotels, restaurants, nearby 
subdivisions, and the success 
of other shopping centers like 
La Frontera, representatives for 
Highland Resources said the area 
might be ready for further devel-
opment.

Full story by Blake Rasmussen at more.
impactnews.com/11773
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One World Theatre gives back to community

One World Theatre 
7701 Bee Caves Road, Austin
330-9500
www.oneworldtheatre.org

austin While the public may 
know One World Theatre as a 
venue that draws big-name talent, 
owners Hartt and Nada Stearn 
know their work extends further 
than the intimate space.

Between giving away tickets to 
underserved organizations and 
uniting military families, the 
couple said their job is rewarding.

“It’s about embracing other 

cultures and the more that hap-
pens, hopefully the more peace, 
love and understanding we can 
generate amongst ourselves,” 
Nada Stearn said.

Artists who have performed at 
One World Theatre include The 
Doobie Brothers and Clint Black.
Full story by Taylor Short at  
more.impactnews.com/11502

City seeks to change parking meter hours
Downtown austin If the 
Austin Transportation Depart-
ment has its way, parking on the 
weekends will soon become a 
freebie of the past in downtown. 

According to its recommen-
dations presented before City 
Council at the end of January, 
the department seeks to extend 
parking meter hours to include 
Saturdays. The meters would 
also remain in effect until mid-
night and carry a three-hour 
time limit.

The recommendations come 
after a year of studying parking 

usage and meeting with stake-
holders, said Robert Spillar, 
director of the city’s transpor-
tation department. By imple-
menting the recommendations, 
city staff hope to create park-
ing turnover so that downtown 
businesses can receive a con-
stant influx of new customers.

According to a memoran-
dum sent by Spillar to Mayor 
Lee Leffingwell, City Coun-
cil members and City Man-
ager Marc Ott, there are 2,300 
on-street parking spaces and 
14,000 surface lot and parking 

garage spaces in downtown 
Austin. A November 2008 
study conducted by park-
ing planners found that 87 
percent of on-street parking 
is used on Wednesday eve-
nings and 96 percent is used 
on Saturday nights. 

Full story by Bobby Longoria at  
more.impactnews.com/11260

Proposed funding investments

Increase from 
extended hours $3.1 million

$1.2 million $680,000 $190,000

Additional 
operating costs $1.03 million

Net revenue to 
parking fund $2.07 million

Downtown 
reinvestment

Parking 
enterprise

Transportation 
initiatives

Estimated revenue increase from meter usage

Strait Music Company is a family affair
Cedar Park Since 1963, Strait 
Music Company has held a repu-
tation in Austin—the live music 
capital—as a family-run business 
where customers become friends. 

Dan Strait, a Houston-area 
piano salesman, moved his family 
to Austin in 1963 to open a Bald-
win piano franchise to support 
his growing family. His store, 
Strait Piano and Organ, was the 

birthplace of the motto “where 
customers become friends.” After 
four years of selling pianos, Dan 
Strait expanded his store to offer 
a large variety of instruments, as 
well as provide repairs.   

Strait Music has two locations 
in North and South Austin. 
Full story by Kate Hull at  
more.impactnews.com/11474
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Big-box landscape

As developer Highland Resources 
explores its options for the nearly 
140 acres it owns off Chisholm 
Trail Road, Joe Vining of the Round 
Rock Chamber of Commerce 
indicated he would be speaking 
with large retailers in April and May 
about their interest in the site. 

“The thing that you can do is look 
at what we don’t have and deduce 
from that,” Vining said.

Several large retailers have loca-
tions in Central Texas but do not 
have a presence in Round Rock, 
including (note: list is not compre-
hensive):
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REAL ESTATE

Mallard Park 
Taylor – 76574

Build-out year: 2010

Builders: Steven Scott, Lennar, NuHome of 
Texas

Square footage: 1,230–2,439

HOA dues (estimated): $120/year

Amenities: Close proximity to Taylor Sports 
Complex, Murphy Park and Pool

Nearby attractions: Taylor Sports Complex

Nearby parks:  
Murphy Park 
1600 Veterans Drive

Property taxes:

City of Taylor 0.813893 
Williamson County 0.459999 
Williamson County FM/RM 0.03 
Taylor ISD 1.47 
Total (per $100 value) _____________2.773892

 
Schools:

Taylor ISD 
602 W. 12th St. 
365-1391 
www.taylorisd.org

• Northside Elementary school

• Taylor Middle School

• Taylor High School

2206 Boyer Drive $123,700
4 Bedroom / 3 Bath 2,364 sq. ft.
Agent: David Monzingo, TexCen Realty   
789-4433

2102 Whistling Way $99,900
3 Bedroom / 2 Bath 1,414 sq. ft.
Agent: Paulette Bostur 
751-4567 

2106 Canvas Back Drive $142,490
4 Bedroom / 2.5 Bath 1,978 sq. ft.
Agent: John Mick 
401-9306

1905 Brewers Cove $75,000
3 Bedroom / 2 Bath 1,576 sq. ft.
Agent: Kyle Jancovech 
487-0284

C
arlos G

. Parker B
lvd. N

W

79

Mallard Ln.

W Lake Dr.

No. of homes 
for sale

No. of homes 
under contract

Avg. days on 
the market

5 5 86

No. of homes sold 
in the past year

Square footage
Low/High

Selling price
Low/High

22 1,230/2,209 $89,100/$146,000

On the market  (As of Feb. 25, 2011)

Featured homesOverview

Home sales  (February 2010–February 2011)Data compiled by 
Nason Hengst 

Keller Williams 
775-7900 

nason@nasoncompany.com 

Closing cost and “No interest payment for 6 months” offer available through participation in the Preferred Buyer Rewards Program and financing through Pulte Mortgage LLC.  Buyers participating in the Preferred Buyer Rewards Program receive a credit at closing in an amount that is up to 3% of the purchase
price of the home for the payment of approved closing costs, including discount points, and prepaids.  Based on this example, any buyer, including a buyer not participating in the Preferred Buyer Rewards Program, will receive at closing a credit up to 3%, which may be used for payment of 

approved closing costs and prepaids.  Total of both credits may not exceed 6% of purchase price.  Any unused amount of either of these credits is the property of Pulte Homes, and may not be applied to purchase price.  This example is based on a VA 30 year fixed rate mortgage with temporary buydown, 5.000% rate/5.187%
Annual Percentage Rate. Sales price $176,000, loan amount $179,784 which includes 2.15% VA Funding Fee.  The monthly payment of $1,264.29 includes principal, interest, and estimated property taxes and hazard insurance.  Seller to pay the interest portion of the monthly payment for the first 6 payments.  Based on this
example, the seller would contribute $749.10 for the first six payments reducing the borrower's monthly obligation to $515.19.  Beginning with the 7th payment and for the remainder of the loan term, the borrower is responsible for the total monthly payment of $1,264.29.   Loans must be for a primary residence.  Rates,
terms, and conditions are subject to change without notice.  All loans are subject to underwriting and loan qualifications of the lender.  Pulte Mortgage LLC is an Equal Opportunity Lender.  NMLS Entity #1791.

512.759.2948

interestno

for
payments

months6

new year, new home sales event

Save hundreds monthly. To make the most of this special offer,
you must act now! Hurry in and save big! Home must close by
March 31, 2011. 

Creek Bend • Hutto • Homes from the $100s
1,201–2,043 sq. ft. home plans
Pool • Basketball Court • Picnic Pavilion
Wide selection of move-in ready homes

community impact hutto ad 10x6.04_Layout 1  12/29/10  11:50 AM  Page 1
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Market Data Georgetown, Hutto and Taylor

Price Range

Number of homes for sale Average days on the market

Georgetown Hutto Taylor Georgetown Hutto Taylor

Less than $100,000 7 23 48 184 129 137

$100,000–$149,900 85 82 53 142 117 197

$150,000–$199,900 142 29 19 145 204 293

$200,000–$299,900 155 11 10 144 109 142

$300,000–$399,900 81 8 9 209 119 124

$400,000–$499,900 40 3 1 207 187 235

$500,000–$749,900 33 1 1 190 268 41

$750,000–$999,900 19 3 - 411 213 -

$1 million + 9 1 1 114 377 196

Month

Number of homes sold Average price

Georgetown Hutto Taylor Georgetown Hutto Taylor

Feb. 2011 56 15 8 $196,568 $158,157 $83,138

Feb. 2010 51 26 11 $248,848 $145,449 $100,988

Jan. 2011 54 21 8 $246,471 $139,860 $116,963

Dec. 2010 83 34 8 $251,577 $144,339 $102,850

Nov. 2010 70 31 9 $214,978 $119,002 $79,906

Oct. 2010 67 29 9 $238,842 $150,324 $95,275

Sept. 2010 70 37 13 $243,168 $131,814 $117,737

Aug. 2010 76 33 9 $212,512 $137,414 $102,412

July 2010 56 20 10 $219,695 $131,853 $129,046

On the market  (February 2011) Monthly home sales

Market Data provided by 
Nicole Boynton

Keller Williams Realty
289-4663 | nicole@512buyhome.com

Property Listings ZIP code guide
78626 East Georgetown
78628 West Georgetown
78633 Northwest/Lake Georgetown area
78634 Hutto
76574 Taylor

105 Spearpoint, Georgetown $1,250,000

215 Avalanche, Georgetown   $139,750

124 Vallecito, Georgetown $185,045

ZIP code City Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Price Sq. ft. Agent Phone Agency

78626 Georgetown Berry 1201 Berry Lane 5br/3ba $489,000 3,929 Carolyn Smith 452-5622 Coldwell Banker United REALTOR

78626 Georgetown Crystal Knoll Terrace 205 Juniper St. 3br/2ba $115,000 1,275 Suzette Gabriel 635-1197 RE/MAX Centx Assoc.

78626 Georgetown Flores 630 Wildflower Lane 2br/2ba $2,182,250 2,475 Leslie Taylor 818-6366 RE/MAX Centx Assoc.

78626 Georgetown Garcia 757 CR 149 4br/3ba $329,950 3,308 E'Lane Lefforge 970-0880 Keller Williams Realty

78626 Georgetown Georgian Place 1024 London Lane 3br/2ba $129,000 2,238 Patricia Smith 637-8277 Keller Williams Realty

78626 Georgetown Hughes 1415 Ash 4br/2ba $530,000 3,640 Paula Thomas 818-1717 Prudential Texas Realty

78626 Georgetown Katy Crossing 301 River Bluff 3br/2ba $183,000 2,034 Karen Miller 635-5077 Miller & Associates Realty LLC

78626 Georgetown La Conterra 124 Vallecito 3br/2ba $185,045 1,695 Matthew Menard 947-8787 Keller Williams Realty

78626 Georgetown La Conterra 1326 Grande Mesa 3br/2ba $168,870 1,425 Matthew Menard 947-8787 Keller Williams Realty

78626 Georgetown Lost 1602 Austin 3br/2ba $284,900 2,224 Jody Garcia 635-1843 Keller Williams Realty

78626 Georgetown Parkview Estates 214 Rio Vista Drive 4br/2ba $190,000 2,085 Virginia Lazenby 818-0988 ERA Colonial Real Estate

78626 Georgetown Pinnacle 321 Avalanche 3br/2ba $127,000 1,408 Terri Salyer 632-3761 Keller Williams Realty

78626 Georgetown Pinnacle 210 Precipice Way 3br/2ba $135,000 2,007 Candi Smith 426-5958 Coldwell Banker United REALTOR

78626 Georgetown Pinnacle 215 Avalanche 3br/2ba $139,750 1,732 Edward Lui 761-6474 Mars Hill Realty Group

78626 Georgetown Pleasant Valley 2600 Bluebonnet Valley 3br/2ba $156,900 1,657 Adrienne Earls 689-6375 Keller Williams Realty

78626 Georgetown Stonehedge 418 Thunderbay 3br/2ba $182,500 2,261 Katherine Reedholm 964-3010 Keller Williams Realty

78626 Georgetown Summer Crest 2407 Candle Ridge 4br/2ba $150,000 2,384 Rita Snyder 468-2867 Keller Williams Realty

78626 Georgetown Summer Crest 1710 Ashberry Trail 4br/2ba $165,000 2,656 Margaret Rhein 630-3146 Prudential Texas Realty

78626 Georgetown University Park 2754 Perkins Place 4br/2ba $173,900 2,224 Don Johnson 818-0812 Coldwell Banker United REALTOR

78628 Georgetown Berry Creek 30408 Anika Cove 4br/2ba $215,000 1,890 Cecilia Roberts 930-2000 Coldwell Banker United REALTOR

78628 Georgetown Berry Creek 31107 La Quinta Drive 5br/3ba $319,000 3,390 Pete Martin 818-2015 ERA Colonial Real Estate

78628 Georgetown Berry Creek 30317 Oak Tree 4br/2ba $310,000 3,100 Terri Butt 868-9839 Keller Williams Realty

78628 Georgetown Cimarron Hills 107 Rosespring 4br/4ba $995,000 4,443 Paula Thomas 818-1717 Prudential Texas Realty

78628 Georgetown Cimarron Hills 105 Spearpoint 4br/4ba $1,250,000 5,556 Kathryn Scarborough Bechtol 970-1355 Turnquist Partners, REALTORS

78628 Georgetown Country Club 2605 Gabriel View 3br/2ba $159,900 1,874 Glenda DuBose 970-1057 Keller Williams Realty

Global connections with the Austin Chamber of Commerce.

中国奥斯汀
Austin  to  China

The   Austin   Chamber   invites   you   to   experience  
China  with  other  members,  family  and  friends.  Join  
us  to  see  the  beauty  and  culture  China  has  to  offer  
through  ancient  and  modern  Chinese  wonders.    

Learn  more  at  www.austinchamber.com  or  contact  Jan  Riepen  at  jriepen@austinchamber.com  or  at  512.322.5640.

    Round  trip  international  airfare  departing  from  LAX       English-speaking  tour  guides  in  each  city             5-Star  &  4-Star  hotel  accommodations     
    Chinese  domestic  airfare                3  full  meals  a  day,  including  American-style  breakfast       Entrance  fees  into  tourist  attractions
    Deluxe  Tour  Buses                   Airport  taxes  and  Air  Fuel  Surcharge

*

*double  occupancy
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REAL ESTATE

Property Listings

294 Red Poppy, Georgetown $189,900

702 Serenada, Georgetown $158,900

121 Mill Creek, Hutto $145,630

709 Oak View Cove $498,000

113 Summer Ridge, Georgetown $299,500

For more residential real estate listings, visit more.impactnews.com/11855

Residential real estate listings added to the market between 2/02/11 and 2/24/11 were included and provided by the Austin Board of Realtors, www.abor.com. Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of 
this listing, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

2605 Northlawn, Taylor $99,000

308 Paige, Hutto $135,000

ZIP code City Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Price Sq. ft. Agent Phone Agency

78628 Georgetown Escalera Ranch 220 Escalera 4br/3ba $949,900 5,348 Betsy Gallagher 431-8265 Coldwell Banker United REALTOR

78628 Georgetown Gabriels Overlook 111 Park Placeace Drive 4br/3ba $365,000 3,345 Wally Wilson 659-8690 RE/MAX Centx Assoc.

78628 Georgetown Gabriels Overlook 201 Oak Meadow Drive 4br/3ba $379,500 3,383 Kathleen Wainwright 646-1324 RE/MAX Capital City II

78628 Georgetown Gabriels Overlook 709 Oak View Cove 5br/4ba $498,000 3,833 Paul Borman 577-9928 Avalar Austin

78628 Georgetown Historic 3404 Deer Trail 4br/3ba $365,000 3,265 Marcy Urban 413-5842 Urban Homes and Land

78628 Georgetown Meadows End at Berry Creek 6 Meadows End 3br/3ba $525,000 3,860 Pete Martin 818-2015 ERA Colonial Real Estate

78628 Georgetown Parkside at Mayfield Ranch 400 Atlanta Park Drive 4br/3ba $253,920 2,892 John Mick 401-9306 RE/MAX Capital City

78628 Georgetown Parkside at Mayfield Ranch 268 Caddo Lake 4br/2ba $219,900 2,787 Robert Fischer 791-0229 Keller Williams Realty

78628 Georgetown Serenada Country Estates 209 Sinuso 4br/2ba $284,500 3,493 Candi Smith 426-5958 Coldwell Banker United REALTOR

78628 Georgetown Serenada East 702 Serenada 4br/2ba $158,900 2,121 Candi Smith 426-5958 Coldwell Banker United REALTOR

78628 Georgetown Serenada West 4203 Madrid 3br/2ba $262,000 2,403 Jerry Seay 686-1490 Keller Williams Realty

78628 Georgetown Village River Bend 100 Village 2br/2ba $178,500 1,650 Jeanette Geron 966-6145 ERA Colonial Real Estate

78628 Georgetown Whitetail 651 CR 176 3br/2ba $389,900 2,507 Greg Young 587-1337 Keller Williams Realty

78633 Georgetown Heritage Oaks 818 Boquilla 2br/2ba $194,450 1,440 Joslyn Domel 736-6547 Coldwell Banker United REALTOR

78633 Georgetown Shady Oaks Estates 208 Wood Cove 4br/3ba $365,000 3,712 Joshua Baellow 627-4937 Austin City Living

78633 Georgetown Sun City Georgetown 322 Barrington Farm Court 3br/2ba $169,900 1,388 Cheryl Williams 658-0623 ERA Colonial Real Estate

78633 Georgetown Sun City Georgetown 294 Red Poppy 2br/2ba $189,900 1,654 Lana Prince 637-8194 Keller Williams Realty

78633 Georgetown Sun City Georgetown 111 Painted Bunting 3br/2ba $285,000 2,219 Cay Melanson 966-0295 The Stacy Group

78633 Georgetown Sun City Georgetown 114 Tanager 2br/3ba $388,000 2,914 Mike Kight 924-6524 RE/MAX Capital City II

78633 Georgetown Sun City Georgetown 118 Purple Sage 2br/2ba $149,900 1,370 Cynthia Kelly 948-6088 ERA Colonial Real Estate

78633 Georgetown Sun City Georgetown 120 Ruellia Drive 3br/2ba $233,000 2,200 Cynthia Kelly 948-6088 ERA Colonial Real Estate

78633 Georgetown Sun City Georgetown 801 Apache Mountain 2br/2ba $211,050 1,629 Matthew Menard 947-8787 Keller Williams Realty

78633 Georgetown Sun City Georgetown 802 Apache Mountain 3br/2ba $225,380 1,896 Matthew Menard 947-8787 Keller Williams Realty

78633 Georgetown Sun City Georgetown 110 Nueces Trail 2br/2ba $253,000 1,994 Don Stacy 869-0223 The Stacy Group

78633 Georgetown Sun City Georgetown 113 Summer Ridge 2br/2ba $299,500 2,254 Richard Walker 345-7837 Keller Williams Realty

78633 Georgetown Sun City Georgetown 134 Essex 2br/2ba $129,950 1,397 Don Stacy 869-0223 The Stacy Group

78633 Georgetown Sun City Georgetown 107 Apache Mountain 2br/2ba $289,900 2,109 Charlotte Hohensee 868-7248 The Stacy Group

78633 Georgetown Sun City Georgetown 507 Crockett 2br/2ba $179,900 1,783 Don Stacy 869-0223 The Stacy Group

78633 Georgetown Sun City Georgetown 314 Bright Leaf Trail 2br/2ba $159,750 1,404 Marilyn Migliorini 825-5485 ERA Colonial Real Estate

78633 Georgetown Sun City Georgetown 208 Yukon 3br/2ba $212,000 1,967 Charlotte Hohensee 868-7248 The Stacy Group

78633 Georgetown Sun City Georgetown 131 Huntville Cove 3br/2ba $184,670 1,393 Matthew Menard 947-8787 Keller Williams Realty

78633 Georgetown Sun City Georgetown 121 Mill Creek 2br/2ba $145,630 1,099 Matthew Menard 947-8787 Keller Williams Realty

78633 Georgetown Sun City Georgetown 107 Purple Sage Drive 2br/2ba $191,000 1,640 Cay Melanson 966-0295 The Stacy Group

78633 Georgetown Sun City Georgetown 104 Garner Cove 3br/2ba $169,070 1,393 Matthew Menard 947-8787 Keller Williams Realty

78633 Georgetown Tuscany Villas 100 Bella 4br/4ba $519,900 3,469 Robert Hachtel 699-0786 Austin City Living

78633 Georgetown West Ridge 203 Ocatillo 3br/2ba $95,000 1,953 Leslie Taylor 818-6366 RE/MAX Centx Assoc.

78634 Hutto Brushy Point Estates 1652 CR 134 4br/4ba $325,000 3,439 Raquel Baxter 940-4311 Private Label Realty

78634 Hutto Clarks Crossing 604 Morning Dove 3br/2ba $105,000 1,334 Cherri Thompson 924-9548 Keller Williams Realty

78634 Hutto Clarks Crossing 200 Mallard Cove 3br/2ba $114,975 1,509 Judy Schoening 797-4422 Coldwell Banker United REALTOR

78634 Hutto Country Estates 114 Emma Lynn 4br/2ba $97,900 2,128 Michelle Sheehan 251-4950 Gaston & Sheehan Realty

78634 Hutto Country Estates 308 Paige 3br/2ba $135,000 1,932 Adam Sadovsky 740-3825 Keller Williams Realty

78634 Hutto Creek Bend 225 Mossy Rock 3br/2ba $109,900 1,518 Paulette Bostur 751-4567 Prudential Texas Realty

78634 Hutto Lakeside Estates 103 Cassandra Drive 3br/2ba $140,000 1,980 Kari Bradfield 461-6818 J.B. Goodwin, REALTORS

78634 Hutto Lakeside Estates 109 Williams Way 3br/2ba $135,000 1,907 Dow Kennedy 267-6302 RE/MAX Capital City II

78634 Hutto Legends Hutto 402 Grisham Drive 3br/2ba $129,900 1,965 Eugene Batson 909-5080 Keller Williams Realty

78634 Hutto Park at Brushy Creek 202 Fistral Drive 3br/2ba $99,000 1,477 Susanna Boyer 785-4568 Sellstate Classic Realty

76574 Taylor Doak 411 Vernon St. 3br/1ba $88,000 1,681 Linda Hall Nicol 966-9722 J.B. Goodwin, REALTORS

76574 Taylor Murphy 1521 CR 129 3br/2ba $85,000 1,216 Cynthia Harrison 789-2614 Keller Williams Realty

76574 Taylor North Lake 1606 Castlewood 3br/2ba $105,000 1,254 Terri Romere 431-5435 Keller Williams Realty

76574 Taylor Northlawn 2605 Northlawn 3br/2ba $99,900 1,268 Donna Brasfield 940-3363 Brasfield Real Estate

76574 Taylor Sunset 703 Debra 3br/2ba $92,500 1,388 Bo Brasfield 947-5713 Brasfield Real Estate

76574 Taylor Fisher-Speegle-Kennedy 1319 Thompson St. 3br/2ba $175,000 2,101 Brenda Dismuke 228-2651 Keller Williams Realty


