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Newly appointed Taylor ISD 

superintendent weighs in on district 
goals and state funding challenges
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Small-scale grocers 
whet Hutto’s appetite 
for full-line grocery 

Hutto vies for grocers; locals set up shop

Hutto, Georgetown and Taylor 
ISDs study scenarios to scale 
back as state withdraws funds

Schools learn 
to cope with 
low budgets

By Samantha Bryant 
The first 2012–13 budget proposals intro-

duced in the State Legislature call for cuts 
to public education funding, forcing area 
school districts to scrutinize their budgets 
and find areas to trim.

The state will have $72.2 billion avail-
able for general-purpose spending, after  
$4.3 billion is deducted to cover the 2010–
11 expenses, according to an announcement 
by the Texas comptroller’s office Jan. 10.  

To avoid tapping Texas’ estimated $9.4 bil-
lion rainy day fund, the state will have to find 
additional revenue or decrease funding to 
one of its largest expenses: education. 

State Sen. Steve Ogden, R-Bryan, chair of 
the Senate Finance Committee, introduced 
a draft of the budget proposed by Legislative 
Budget Board staff during the 82nd legisla-
tive session. Based on LBB reports, Ogden’s 
budget allocates $27.2 billion in general rev-
enue funds for education in 2012–13. This 
estimate is about $9 billion less than neces-
sary to fund school finance formulas.

By Suzanne Haberman 
and Samantha Bryant

Popping into a convenience 
store or local shop for a gallon 
of milk or a dozen eggs might 
get some Hutto residents by in a 
pinch for groceries, but when it 
comes time to stock up on food, 
shoppers have to leave city limits 
to fill their pantries. 

Hutto has a handful of locations 
that offer some food staples or 

little luxuries—Wag-A-Bag, Hutto 
Grocery and the recently opened 
Sarah’s Texas Pantry—but grocery 
stores such as H-E-B have been out 
of the city’s reach, despite efforts to 
recruit a grocery chain. 

Shopping for a grocer
Ed Broussard, Hutto city man-

ager, said that the city has offered 
incentives to developments com-
ing to Hutto if they agree to bring 
a grocery store. 

When NewQuest Properties 
brought a Lowe’s to Hutto, Brous-
sard said the city offered incen-
tives to bring a grocery store.

“People say, ‘I have my fill of 
hammers and nails, but I still can’t 
buy groceries in this town,’” Brous-
sard said. “Don’t think that we 
didn’t make a plea and push very 
hard to have a grocery store located 
there as part of that development.”

H-E-B owns property at the 
northwest corner of Gattis School 
Road and FM 685 in the Star Ranch 
development, Broussard said.

The city made an economic 
development agreement in 2006 
with Star Ranch to provide a sales 
tax reimbursement for the con-
struction of the necessary roadways 

Rep. Donna Howard, D-Austin, who has 
served on the higher education committee, 
said the cuts will have a negative impact on 
local school districts.

“It’s been estimated it could cost us 
100,000 jobs in public education as a result, 
and just countless programs too,” she said. 
“It’s absolutely the worst we’ve seen.”

Closure in Hutto 
As of press time Feb. 7, Hutto ISD staff 

were planning to present a proposal for 
cutting the school district’s budget by $4 
million to the board of trustees Feb. 10. 
Their proposal was expected to include 
closing Veterans’ Hill Elementary for two 
years, cutting about 74 staff positions and 

See Schools | 17

See Grocery | 15

 Taking local priorities to 
the Legislature | 13
Governments and organizations in 
Williamson County devise plans to stay 
in contact with their state legislators

impactnews.com 

Georgetown-based Bench 
Tree constructs new facility  
Technology company expands locally 
more.impactnews.com/11466

 Marketplace Taylor | 9
Former Walmart building to get a face-
lift expected to boost local businesses

Vivace Youth Orchestra | 23 
Georgetown Symphony Society holding 
auditions this spring for youth orchestra

Proposed cost-saving measures

* Taylor ISD could not provide a budget cut estimate.  
Sources: Round Rock, Pflugerville, Austin, Georgetown and Hutto ISDs

•	Hiring	freeze,		
increase	class	sizes

•	Cut	positions	and	programs

•	Grant	no	general		
pay	raises

•	 Increase	elementary	class	sizes
•	Outsource	custodial	and	mainte-
nance	services

•	Close	nine	schools
•	Cut	485	campus	
positions

•	 Cut	48	positions	through	attrition
•	Freeze	salaries	at	current	level
•	 Leave	unfilled	positions	open

5%$4.2 million =

•	Close	one	campus
•	Cut	74–77	staff	positions

10%$4 million =

While	Hutto	works	to	bring	in	a	full-line	grocery	store,	Sarah	Tober	recently	opened	
Sarah’s	Texas	Pantry,	a	local	grocery	store	that	sells	a	selection	of	Texas-made	foods.	

17%$60 million = 13%$20 million = 13%$113 million =

2011–12 school district budget cuts*
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Je�  Watson Homes
Featuring energy-saving elements:
• High effi  ciency HVAC systems
• High effi  ciency windows
• Spray foam insulation
• Energy Star® rated je� watsonhomes.com/modele� watsonhomes.com/mode

Let the count down begin

Model Home
Opening 

Soon

47
D A Y S !

When we planned to 
write the front-page story 
about education budgets, 
the situation for our local 
schools looked challeng-
ing. As the month went on, 

the districts received revised numbers and 
the outlook turned worse. The final num-
bers will not be known until the Legisla-
tive session ends, but it is a situation with 
far-reaching consequences. 

I understand the need for efficiency 
within education, as one of the state’s 
largest expenses in the last biennium was 
education. However, I also see the human 
side and how reducing expense affects 
educators and potentially children. Staff-
ing is the top expense for most districts, so 
cutting budgets without impacting people 
could be challenging.

Managing the budget is also a challenge 
for the district leaders. All three of the 

cities we cover in this edition—George-
town, Hutto and Taylor—have recently 
hired superintendents. They, along with 
the boards, are being forced to streamline 
district operations. They may even have 
to get a little creative this year to make it 
through the next biennium.

Our report is an evolving story because 
exact budgets are not yet known. State 
revenue could possibly rebound better 
than projected. Be sure to check our web-
site, www.impactnews.com, for continu-
ing coverage of the education funding 
story. Our redesigned website also has a 
feature for you to easily view reader com-
ments and leave some of your own. 
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Online-exclusive content
Visit the Georgetown-Hutto-Taylor home 
page for up-to-date community news, 

information and a full calendar of local events. Find us 
online at impactnews.com/georgetown-hutto-taylor.

Impact your inbox
Sign up to receive Community Impact 
Newspaper’s weekly updates at 
impactnews.com/signup.

Birth center coming to Georgetown
Full article at www.more.impactnews.com/11009

“Heather is amazing at what she does. She helped me out 
during my delivery … I could not have asked for a better 
experience! I can’t wait to be a part of this birthing center. It 
is nice that it’s up north ... welcome!!”

—Christina R. Green

Georgetown markets to wineries
Full article at www.more.impactnews.com/11130

“A winery is a good thing, but the only way Texas is going to 
have a legitimate wine industry is to grow our own grapes 
and make Texas wines. Otherwise, we are just CA east, and 
that should not be our goal. Texas wines need to be Texas 
grapes, no compromise.”

—Anonymous 

In the article, “Georgetown markets to wineries,” 
the map on Page 9 incorrectly labeled Hwy. 195 in 
Georgetown as Hwy. 95.

In the article “Anticipated census numbers could prompt 
city to adjust council districts” on Page 8, we incorrectly 
stated that if redistricting changes were approved, they 
would go into effect this May. However, the changes 
would take effect in May 2012.

Corrections  – Volume 4, Issue 6
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Local jobs
Post your résumé and search for local  
jobs at impactnews.jobing.com.

December employment trends

Central Texas unemployment—6.8%
Down from 7.1% in November

State unemployment—8.3%*
Up from 8.2% in November

National unemployment—9.4%*
Down from 9.8% in November

In the Austin area, trade, transportation and utilities 
added 300 jobs; information added 200 jobs; and 
education and health services added 100 jobs.

Sources: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Texas Workforce Commission

*Seasonally adjusted numbers
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5  Jimmy Jacobs of J. Jacobs Commercial 
announced he merged the company  
Jan. 1 with Cedar Park–based SLR 
Design & Development and Eurspace 
Construction to form J. Jacobs 
Construction LLC. President and 
partner Stacy Rudd of SLR Design said 
the new company will focus on design-
build projects, tenant finish-out and 
new construction of medical, office, 
educational and industrial facilities in the 
Central Texas area. J. Jacobs Construction 
has offices at 3613 Williams Drive, Ste. 
102, Georgetown and in Cedar Park.  
930-0370, www.jjacobsconstruction.com

6  Neurology and Pain Care Associates 
recently opened on the second floor of  
the Tamiro Office Plaza at 501 S. Austin 
Ave., Georgetown. Dr. Peter Edenhoffer 

Now Open

1  Oasis RV Boat Storage opened 
Jan. 1 at 752 CR 234, Georgetown. The 
locally owned and operated self-storage 
facility offers open or covered spaces and 
garage units with automated gate access, 
24-hour access, perimeter fencing and 
fire protection. 635-6412,  
www.oasisrvboatstorage.com

2  Enrique Antunano and Ricardo Garza 
opened Ricardo’s Tacos and More the first 
week in February at 143 Exchange Blvd., 
Ste. 400, Hutto. In addition to tacos, such 
as chicken and carne asada, served at lunch 
and dinner, the restaurant sells breakfast 
tacos. Sides include rice, soup and nachos. 
Hours are Mon.–Sat. 6 a.m.–9 p.m. and 
Sun. 7:30 a.m.–8 p.m. 642-5019 

3  Pet store Kodey’s Kritters opened at 
677 W. Front St., Hutto, on Dec. 18. Owner 
Kodey Davis sells pet supplies food and 
offers puppies, fish, birds, reptiles, rabbits, 
prairie dogs and guinea pigs for adoption. 
Hours are Mon.–Sat. 10 a.m.–8 p.m. and 
Sun. noon–6 p.m. 642-3220

4  Selling women’s formal wear, G 
Fashion opened Jan. 21 at 151 Exchange 
Blvd., Ste. 100, Hutto. Owners Nancy 
Garay and Maria Gutierrez said the “G” in 
G Fashion represents their last names. The 
store is meant to provide Hutto residents 
a local option when buying formalwear, 
such as bridesmaids dresses, prom dresses, 
sweet 16 dresses and accessories. Hours are 
Tue.–Fri. 10 a.m.–8 p.m., Sat. 9 a.m.–8 p.m. 
and Sun. noon–6 p.m. 642-3272   

IMPACTS

Kids Love 
It Here!

Kenny Havard, DDS
Travis Hildebrand, DDS

GeorgetownPediatricDentistry.com

Board Certif ied 
Pediatric Dentists

• New Patients Welcome
•  Interactive Entertainment 

for All Ages
• Convenient Appointments
• Parent Friendly
•  Insurance Filed & 

Processed

Call Today!
512-869-4100
State-of-the-art 

Care

4402 Williams Dr., 
Ste. 106

Georgetown, Texas
78628
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Preston	Stone	bought	Hill Country Bookstore	and	
plans	to	promote	local	authors.	

Maria	Gutierrez	and	Nancy	Garay	recently	opened	
G Fashion	in	Hutto,	where	they	sell	formalwear.

provides interventional musculoskeletal 
care, evaluation of clinical symptoms and 
diagnosis and treatment for neurological 
conditions. Edenhoffer is a neurology 
specialist with more than 17 years of 
experience. Neurology and Pain Care 
Associates also provides mobile and on-site 
services in Williamson County.  
819-9292, www.neurologyandpaincare.com

7  Specializing in confidential hypnosis 
services, massage therapy and craniosacral 
therapy, Mary-Virginia Mach opened 
Georgetown Family Hypnosis & Massage 
Therapy on Jan. 3 at 1627 Williams Drive, 
Ste. 101A, Georgetown. Mach is a certified 
consulting hypnotist and a licensed 
massage therapist. Gift certificates are 
available. Hours are Tue.–Sat. 10 a.m.– 
6 p.m. by appointment only. 965-6501,  
www.georgetownfamilyhypnosis.com

8  Hutto Family YMCA opened a 
temporary location at 101 Anthony St., 
Hutto. The center will be used until the 
permanent YMCA can be built. It has 
cardio equipment, group exercise space 
and free weights. People can register 
for group fitness classes, youth sports 
programs and personal training sessions 
at the location. Hours are Mon.–Fri. 7 
a.m.–noon and 4–7 p.m., Sat. 9 a.m.–2 p.m. 
846-2360, www.ymcagwc.org/hutto

Coming Soon

9  The Wesleyan at Estrella Assisted 
Living is slated to open by March at 
109 Estrella Crossing, Georgetown. The 
facility has 40 assisted-living apartments 
and 20 secured-memory apartments. 
On-site nursing care is available and 
amenities include a library, beauty 
salon, courtyard and fitness room. The 
Wesleyan also has an independent living 
facility with 124 apartments on the same 
40-acre property. A Methodist retirement 
community, The Wesleyan first began 
operating in Georgetown in 1962 in the 
building now called The Georgetonian, at 
205 E. University Ave. 863-2528,  
www.wesleyanhomes.org

10  Set to open in March at 4011 Williams 
Drive, Georgetown, Estrella Oaks 
Rehabilitation & Care Center is a 142-bed 
skilled nursing and rehabilitation facility. 
Rehabilitation services include orthopedic 
rehabilitation, stroke recovery, cardiac 
rehabilitation and physical, occupational 
and speech therapies. The facility offers 
private and semi-private rooms and is 
equipped with a 3,500-square-foot rehab 
gym. 868-2700, www.estrellaoaks.com

11  Ronda Dukes, with Marketplace 
Austin LTD, plans to convert the former 
Walmart building at 2705 N. Main St. 
into Marketplace Taylor, a rental space 
for start-up businesses. After at least 30 
businesses commit to open a weekend 
businesses at Marketplace Taylor and 

the company repairs the building, the 
facility is expected to open in May. Read 
Community Impact Newspaper’s article 
about Marketplace Taylor on Page 11 for 
more information. 584-4568,  
www.marketplaceaustin.com 

New Ownership

12  James and Andrea Cole recently 
bought Pink Penguin Frozen Yogurt 
at 409 W. Front St., Ste. 240, Hutto. The 
couple previously had part ownership, but 
assumed full ownership Jan. 1. James Cole 
said they have lowered prices on soup and 
frozen yogurt and began selling drinks 
and small gifts. The company posts new 
frozen yogurt flavors on its Facebook page. 
Hours are Sun.–Thu. noon–9 p.m. and 
noon–10 p.m. 846-1441 

13  Hill Country Bookstore changed 
ownership from Margarite Holt to 
Preston Stone Jan. 1. A Georgetown 
resident for seven years, Stone operated 
the Law Office of Preston Stone until 
purchasing the bookstore at 719 S. Main 
St. Stone plans to update the interior of 
Hill Country Bookstore and open a coffee 
bar. He said customers can expect to 
see subtle changes to the inventory. He 
said he will focus on and promote local 
authors. The store also carries children’s 
toys and small gifts. 869-4959,  
www.hillcountrybookstore.com

Expansions 
 
14  Sally Valasquez opened a deli and 
coffee shop at Blue Jay Garden on Jan. 29. 
Located in a Victorian-style house at 201 
N. FM 1660, Hutto, Blue Jay Garden also 
has an art gallery, gift shop, garden, free 
Wi-Fi and is available to rent for special 
events. Hours of operation are Mon.–Sat. 7 
a.m.–8 p.m., and after Feb. 12 Sun.  
10 a.m.–3 p.m.  A grand-opening 
celebration is scheduled for Feb. 12.  
913-2223, www.bluejaygarden.com 
 
Name Change

15  Locally owned and operated 
Independent Bank of Austin, SSB, at 3613 
Williams Drive, Ste. 201, Georgetown 
changed its name to I Bank Texas, SSB 
Jan. 1. Jack, Denny and Julie Buchanan 
founded the bank in June 2005. I Bank 
Texas handles personal and business 
banking and also has a branch in 
Lakeway. Hours are Mon.–Fri. 9 a.m.– 
3 p.m. 819-9300, www.ibanktexas.com 
 
Relocations 
 
16  Martin Audiology recently moved 
to the Tamiro Office Plaza at a  501 S. 
Austin Ave., Ste. 1305, Georgetown. The 
office provides hearing tests and hearing 
aids and was previously located at B  950 
W. University Ave. Hours are Mon.–Fri. 9 
a.m.–5 p.m. Martin Audiology has three 

other locations in Texas. 868-1600,  
www.martinaudiology.com
17  Co-owners of Scentchips and More, 
Chris and Janet Dixon, bought His and 
Her Treasures at a 112 W. Eighth St., 
Georgetown, Jan. 29. The store opened Feb. 
1 as Scentchips and More but will also have 
the His and Her Treasures inventory, such 
as cigars and gift items. Scentchips is a 
worldwide franchise that carries wax melts 
made in San Antonio and 72 individual 
fragrances. The Dixons will continue to 
operate the location at B  800 S. Austin 
Ave., Georgetown, as a discount gift shop 
open Friday through Sunday. 819-9640,  
www.scentchipsgeorgetown.com  

Closed 

18  Three Legged Willie’s, at 708 S. Austin 
Ave., Georgetown, closed.  The restaurant 
opened April 23, 2010, and was named after 
Williamson County’s namesake, Robert 
McAlpin Williamson, who walked with a 
peg leg and cane. 868-8900,  
www.threeleggedwillies.com

School Notes 

The Hutto Education Foundation 
distributed a total of $9,500 in grant 
money from its endowment fund late last 
year. The foundation awarded $2,000 to 
Vanessa Henson and Sarah Barnard for 
an outdoor science lab at Veterans’ Hill 
Elementary; $2,500 to Carrie Farraje and 
Natalie Hubert for digital story telling in 
the fourth grade technology department; 
$1,300 to Jennifer Coy, Cheryl Alexander 
and Dorothy Struble for a peer mediation 
program at Farley Middle School; and 
$3,700 to Debby Guernsey for sustaining 
electronic research at Hutto High School.

In the News 

The Dell Foundation recently awarded 
$250,000 in one-time grants to United 
Way Capital Area and United Way of 
Williamson County. United Way of 

James	and	Andrea	Cole	updated	the	menu	and	products	at	Pink Penguin Frozen Yogurt after	they	
became	the	sole	owners	Jan.	1.	

News or questions about Georgetown, Hutto or Taylor?
E-mail ghtnews@impactnews.com.
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Williamson County will use the $100,000 
it received to increase the number of 
mentors and provide additional funding 
for its community investment grants. The 
nonprofit organization’s goal is to bring 
unity and change in the community 
and accomplishes this through working 
in the areas of education, income and 
health. 255-6799, www.unitedway-wc.org

The Georgetown, Hutto and Taylor 
chambers of commerce held their 
annual awards banquets in January 
and February. The events highlight 
outstanding residents and business 
owners from the previous year in 
categories, such as business of the year 
and resident of the year. Read about the 
honorees at www.impactnews.com/ght. 
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www.rrhec.txstate.edu/bobcatday

Saturday, February 26, 2011 10 a.m.
at the Round Rock Higher Education Center

BOBCATDAY
Learn about:
 Choosing the right degree program

 Admissions and financial aid

 Partnerships between Texas State  
and local community colleges

 Bachelor’s and master’s degrees,  
as well as certificates

RSVP for the event and find more information at

A member of The Texas State University System

11-125 RRHEC Ad for Community Impact 4.9167 x 6.04.indd   1 1/31/11   9:29 AM
Certi� edPreowned.com      (512) 706-7065

6 Locations To Serve You!     (512) 706-7065     Certi� edPreowned.com

Certi� edPreowned.com is focused on providing the car buyer the absolute best in quality in 
manufacturer certi� ed preowned cars, trucks and SUVs. Our name says it all.

We make every e� ort to present information that is accurate. However, it is based on data provided by the vehicle manufacturer and/or other sources and therefore exact con� guration, color, speci� cations & accessories should be 
used as a guide only and are not guaranteed. Under no circumstances will we be liable for any inaccuracies, claims or losses of any nature. Furthermore, inventory is subject to prior sale and prices are subject to change without 
notice, cannot be combined with any other o� er(s), do not include taxes, registration fees, � nance and/or documentation charges. To ensure your complete satisfaction, please verify accuracy prior to purchase. All advertised 
prices exclude government fees and taxes, any � nance charges, any dealer document preparation charge, and any emission testing charge. The price for listed vehicles as equipped does not include charges such as: License, Title, 
Registration Fees, State or Local Taxes, Dealer Prep, Smog Fees, Credit Investigation, Optional Credit Insurance, Physical Damage or Liability Insurance, or Delivery Fees. DEALER makes no representations, expressed or implied, to 
any actual or prospective purchaser or owner of this vehicle as to the existence, ownership, accuracy, description or condition of the listed vehicle’s equipment, accessories, price, specials or any warranties. Any and all di� erences 
must be addressed prior to the sale of this vehicle. Prices shown are valid today only. Prices are based upon availability and market conditions and are subject to change at any time.

2010 Volvo 
XC60 T6 SUV
$34,995
4 door SUV. 3.0L I-6 cyl. Automatic transmis-
sion, 30,754 miles. Stock Number: G5437A. 
Vin: YV4992DZ5A2028817. Model Code: P

2010 Audi A3 2.0 TDI 
Premium Hatchback
$36,900

2010 Subaru Forester 
2.5X SUV
$18,995
2.5L H-4 cyl, Automatic transmission, 
19,843 miles. Stock Number: Z4801A.
 Vin: JF2SH6AC5AH709217. 
Model Code: AFB

door Hatchback. 2.0L I-4 cyl. 
Automatic transmission, 8,958 
miles. Stock Number: AP5572. Vin: 
WAUKJAFM3AA178581. Model Code: 
8PA5PX

ion, 
01A.

8PA5PX

All major insurance plans and 
Care Credit accepted.

Jonathan Callia, D.D.S., M.S.

We are happy to announce 
the opening of our 

new o�  ce in P� ugerville! 

Toll 45

A.W. Grimes Blvd.

Grand Avenue Pkwy.

Pflugerville Pkwy.

512-990-8550 
2911 A.W. Grimes Pkwy #106 

IH 35

Aus
tin

 Ave
.Williams    Dr.

Dollar 
General

Come see us for a
 NO-FEE CONSULTATION, 

including exam and x-rays!

Georgetown
512-863-9500

1811 N. Austin Ave. #101

GEORGETOWN 
PERIODONTICS 
& DENTAL IMPLANTS

Specializing in:

• Surgical placement of implants for single or 
multiple teeth and implant supported dentures

• Surgical and non-surgical periodontal therapy

• Regeneration of lost bone and soft tissue grafting

• Tissue Biopsies

• A variety of other surgical & non-surgical 
treatment options

• We offer sedation dentistry, including IV sedation 
and oral sedation.

P� ugerville

Georgetown

Offi ce Hours: Mon–Thurs 7am–7pm, Fri 7am–5:30pm 
512-930-5930 | www.carusdental.com

950 W. University Ave. Ste 101, Georgetown, TX 78626

Go ahead. Smile!
Ken Brennan, D.D.S. | Martin Shedeck, D.D.S. | Emily Abbott, D.D.S.

services include:
general dentistry 

restorative dentistry 
cosmetic dentistry 

family dentistry
invisalign 

teeth whitening 

Offer valid through February 27, 2011, at participating DQ restaurants. Blizzard, DQ and the ellipse shaped 
logo are trademarks of Am. D.Q. Corp., Mpls. MN ® Reg. U.S. Pat. & TM Off. Tx. D.Q. Op. Coun., © 2011. 

© 2011 Great Lakes Dairy Queen Owners Marketing Group, L.L.C., All Rights Reserved.
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February
11  Valentine Special Needs Dance
Hosted by the Georgetown Recreation Center, 
the Valentine’s Day dance is for people with 
special needs over the age of 15. A caregiver or 
family member must accompany participants. 
6–8 p.m. • $5 (participant), free (caregiver/family 
member) • Georgetown Community Center, 445 
E. Morrow St., Georgetown • 930-3596  
www.parks.georgetown.org

12  Amour, Amore, Love
The Taylor Mansion Estate hosts a Valentine’s 
evening out with a four-course dinner and 
dancing. • 7–11 p.m. • $100 (couple), $50 
(individual) • The Taylor Mansion Estate, The 
Crystal Ballroom, 2109 E. Fourth St., Taylor  
352-5447 • www.thetaylormansion.com

‘House of Wills’ CD release show
Will Taylor & Strings Attached play music from 
their new CD, “House of Wills.” The music 
takes the songs of Willie Nelson and arranges 
them into the style of Bob Willis, a Western 
swing pioneer. The evening includes swing 
dancing, light art and a full band. • 7–10 p.m. 
$15 • Armadillo Hall, 308 Porter St.,Taylor  
775-2371 • www.armadillohall.com

14  YMCA Valentine’s Night Out
Children can be dropped off to play supervised 
games and do activities at the Taylor Family 
YMCA. Arts and crafts, pizza and a movie are 
part of the evening. • 5:30–8:30 p.m. • $10 
(members), $15 (non-members) • Taylor Family 
YMCA, 106 W. Lake Drive, Taylor • 365-9622 
www.ymcagwc.org

Valentine’s Day dinner with Chef Steve 
Southern
Southern’s Fine Dining and The Vineyard at 
Florence host a dinner, featuring a first course, 
choice of two entrees, a dessert, chocolate 
truffles and a rose. Registration required.   
6:30 p.m. •  $35 • The Vineyard at Florence, 
8711 S. FM 487, Florence • 254-793-3363  
www.thevineyardatflorence.com

18–March 20  ‘Evita’
In the musical by Tim Rice and Andrew Lloyd 
Webber, Eva escapes poverty and journeys to 
stardom in Buenos Aires. • Fri. and Sat. 7:30 
p.m., Sun. 2 p.m. • $24 (general admission), $22 
(seniors), $14 (students and active military), $10 
(children 12 or younger) Georgetown Palace 
Theater, 810 S. Austin Ave., Georgetown  
869-7469 • www.georgetownpalace.com

 
19  Killer Clowns
The Austin Steam Train Association and 
Capital City Mystery Players present a mystery 
dinner that tells the story of a traveling circus 
full of egos and personality to town via train. 
The package includes a box dinner, beer and 
wine. Ages 17 and up. • 7–10 p.m. • $40–$75 
Austin Steam Train Association, 401 E. 
Whitestone Blvd., Ste A-103, Cedar Park  
477-8468 • www.austinsteamtrain.org

20  Live Music at the Library
Jazz, swing, and lounge band Lucky Strikes 
performs at the Georgetown Public Library 
2–4 p.m. • 402 W. Eighth St., Georgetown 
930-3623 • www.library.georgetown.org 

19–20 Williamson County Gemboree
The event exhibits beads, jewelry, 
fossils, minerals and artifacts and offers 
demonstrations, games and educational 
displays. The Williamson County Gem and 
Mineral Society hosts the event and proceeds 
go to college students studying earth science. 
Sat. 10 a.m.–6 p.m., Sun. 10 a.m.–5 p.m.   
$2 (adults), $1 (children ages 6–12), free 
(children under age 6) • Georgetown Community 
Center, San Gabriel Park, 445 E. Morrow St., 
Georgetown • 930-2768

21  Williamson County GOP Reagan 
Dinner
A celebration of former President Ronald 
Reagan’s 100th birthday, the 2011 GOP 
dinner’s keynote speaker is Karl Rove and 
guest speaker is Lt. Gov. David Dewhurst. 
The Reagan Dinner is the Williamson County 
Republican Party’s annual fundraiser.   
5:30– 9 p.m. • Tickets begin at $75 • Marriott 
Austin North, 2600 La Frontera Blvd., Round 
Rock 635-6482 • www.wilcogop.org

23–25  Brown Symposium
Southwestern University’s Brown Symposium 
is titled “Think – Converse – Act: The 
Salon and Its Histories.” The three-day 
event features three lectures on the history 
of salons, three public salons, musical 
performances and a gallery exhibit. • Free  
Alma Thomas Theater, Southwestern 
University, 1001 E. University Ave., 
Georgetown • 863-1843  
www.southwestern.edu/brownsymposium

24  Basic Sign Language
Wendy Bradley teaches the fundamentals of 
sign language during this class. Registration 
required. • 7–9 p.m. • $10 • Bridges to Growth, 
The Community Resource Center, 805 W. 
University Ave., Georgetown 
567-8281 • www.georgetownproject.com

26  Georgetown Swirl 
Participants shop in downtown Georgetown 
while listening to live jazz music and sampling 
Texas wines and the fare of local restaurants. 
6–9 p.m. • $30 • The Georgetown Square  
930-2027 • www.swirl.georgetown.org 

Gambling on Literacy—A Mardi Gras 
Celebration
Participants can celebrate Mardi Gras at 
this event benefiting the Literacy Council of 
Williamson County. The evening includes 
wine tasting, food, live music and a Texas 
Hold ‘Em tournament. • 5:30–8:30 p.m. • $25 
(ticket), $15 (donation to enter Texas Hold ’em 
tournament) The Vineyard at Florence, 8711 
S. FM 487, Florence • 869-0497  
www.literacycouncil-wc.org

March 2–6  ‘Into the Woods’
Southwestern University presents Stephen 
Sondheim’s musical “Into the Woods,” a tale 
that highlights the complexities of modern 
society. For ages 10 and up. • $12–$18 
Jones Theater, Southwestern University, 
Southwestern University, 1001 E. University 
Ave., Georgetown • 863-1378  
www.southwestern.tix.com 

5  ‘Fat Tuesday’ Games and Luncheon
Sponsored by the San Gabriel Woman’s 
Club, the event has a Mardi Gras theme 
and has games, such as party bridge, 

CALENDAR

10–20  ArmadilloFest 2011
More than 100 musicians in genres such 
as acoustic, alternative, Americana, blues, 
bluegrass, country, folk, indie, rock and R&B 
play on the stages at Armadillo Hall. Food 
from local restaurants, arts and novelty 
booths, music seminars and The Armadillo 
Barbeque and Dance are also a part of the 
festival. • Armadillo Hall, 308 Porter St., Taylor 
739-7082 • www.armadillohall.com 

15  Soup Supper
The Caring Place’s 21st annual supper 
features soup, corn bread, dessert, drinks 
and a silent auction. • 4:30–7:30 p.m. • $10 
(adults), $3 (children age 4–12) • St. Rita 
Activity Center, St. Helen Catholic Church, 
2700 E. University Ave., Georgetown
869-4735 • www.caringplacetx.org
 

Sponsored	by

Find more or submit Georgetown, Hutto and Taylor events 
at www.impactnews.com/ght/calendar.

For a full list of Central Texas events visit  
www.impactnews.com/austin-metro/calendar.

To have Georgetown, Hutto or Taylor events considered for 
the print edition, they must be submitted online by the third 
Friday of the month.

Feb. 27
By Samantha Bryant

Brides-to-be can find many ideas to make their big day special at Georgetown’s Bridal 
Showcase. 

With more than 60 vendors, the showcase features photographers, disc jockeys, caterers, 
travel agents, bakers, florists and event venue representatives.

Two fashion shows will exhibit wedding gowns, bridesmaid and mother-of-the-bride dresses.

Brides who pre-register will be entered to win a honeymoon giveaway. There are also door prizes.

This the second year for the bridal showcase, an event organized by the Georgetown 
Chamber of Commerce.

Noon–5 p.m. • Free • Ninth Grade Campus, 4490 E. University Ave., Georgetown • 930-3535 
www.georgetownbridalshow.com
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She	Etc.	International	Day	Spa	owners	Sandra	Dronet	and	Shawn	Trotter	were	vendors	at	the	2010	
Georgetown	Bridal	Showcase.

Georgetown’s Bridal Showcase 

sanctioned duplicate bridge, dominoes, 
canasta, Mah Jongg and Mexican train. 
There will be a continental breakfast, cash 
prizes, door prizes, raffles and lunch. 
Reservations required by March 1. Proceeds 
go to a college scholarship fund and local 
charities. 9:30 a.m.–2:30 p.m. • $15 (includes 
breakfast, lunch and games) • $10 (lunch 
only) • San Gabriel Community Center, 445  
E. Morrow St., Georgetown • 863-8269

6  Facade
The Temple Symphony Chamber Orchestra 
presents William Walton’s “Facade.”  
4–6:30 p.m. • $5–$25 • Klett Center for 
the Performing Arts, 2211 N. Austin Ave., 
Georgetown • 864-9591  
www.georgetowntexassymphony.org

12  Hands-On History
Explore windmills and pinwheels at The 
Williamson Museum during this activity.   
10 a.m.–2 p.m. • The Williamson Museum,  
716 S. Austin Ave., Georgetown • 943-1670
www.williamsonmuseum.org

Denim and Diamonds  
This is the fourth year the Taylor Chamber of 
Commerce has hosted Denim and Diamonds. 
Attendees are asked to wear old West or 
western casual attire for the event that 
features a dance contest and barbecue.   
6 p.m. • $25 • American Legion Hall in 
Murphy Park, 1600 Veterans St., Taylor   
365-8485 • www.taylorchamber.org

Hutto Arbor Day Tree Planting
Volunteers help beautify Fritz Park by 
planting trees. A light breakfast is available. 
8 a.m.–noon • Free • Fritz Park, 306 E. Live 
Oak, Hutto • 759-4000 • www.huttotx.gov

Online Calendar
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Hello, 
NeigHbor!

Let’s Get  
Acquainted! 
Scott & White clinicS  
are ready for you 

n 425 University Boulevard

n Burnet

n Cedar Park

n Cedar Park West

n Georgetown

n Georgetown Central

n Hutto

n Pflugerville 

n Round Rock West

n Taylor

Complete, personalized healthcare  
is just around the corner.
Great healthcare is closer than you think. Scott & White offers several clinics  
for you and your family’s primary care, conveniently located throughout 
Williamson County. Each clinic is fully staffed and committed to personalized 
and responsive healthcare. And, if you need a specialist, our network instantly 
connects you to experts at Scott & White Hospital – Round Rock. 

Scott & White also accepts all major insurance plans, so the right care in the 
right place is more accessible than ever!

Visit clinics.sw.org to learn more about services right in your neighborhood.

Your cHoice. THE TRUSTEd CHoiCE.
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NEWS REPORT

By Suzanne Haberman
The former Walmart building on North 

Main Street in Taylor is poised to get a 
makeover as a management company 
plans to convert it into space for startup 
businesses. Marketplace Taylor is expected 
to be open at 2705 N. Main St. in May.

“Taylor is just ripe for something like 
this to come in,” said Ronda Dukes, gen-
eral manager of Marketplace Taylor.

Marketplace Austin LTD, the com-
pany responsible for launching a market 
on North Lamar Boulevard in Austin, 
has come to an agreement with Capital 
Leasing Management & Sales to lease the 
facility, according to the City of Taylor.

“Our business model for eight years 
has been to renovate existing buildings, 
and then offer them to rent for start-up 
or family-owned businesses,” said Mark 
Gindin, Marketplace Austin LTD general 
manager and chief financial officer. 

The company leases, renovates and 
maintains big buildings. Then they rent 
space on the weekends to entrepreneurs 
who do not have the financial strength to 
pay for their own location yet. Plans are 
to attract entrepreneurs from Taylor and 
communities surrounding Taylor.

“Most of the people who come in and 
set up are people who have always wanted 
a business or have a home-based busi-
ness,” Gindin said. “It’s mainly geared 
to entrepreneurs and startup business 
or family-owned, part-time business for 
people to make money or try something 
they haven’t.”

Marketplace Taylor will have similari-
ties to two existing Austin locations, but 
take on a character of its own.

Gindin said the North Austin site, once 
a Sam’s Club, draws 2,000 to 3,000 people 
to shop each weekend and described the 

Marketplace Taylor to revamp  
Walmart building on Main Street

A	company	that	specializes	in	revitalizing	abandoned	buildings	and	subleasing	space	to	business	startups	
plans	to	remake	the	former	Walmart	building	on	North	Main	Street	into	Marketplace	Taylor.
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setting as a “multicultural marketplace.”
In South Austin, a 60,000-square-foot 

former Albertsons store is about 25 per-
cent full of local businesses. The second 
Austin project began in 2008 and is 
being marketed as Community Renais-
sance Market. The managers of this site 
are working to create a cultural center 
atmosphere, Gindin said.

“They take on the flavor of the com-
munity [they’re] in,” Dukes said. “Taylor 
will be taking on the flavor of Taylor.”

Taylor residents have told Dukes they 
hope Marketplace Taylor will honor 
Taylor’s heritage. Dukes said she plans 
to make the facility more attractive with 
raised gardens and fresh paint on the 
front exterior, with the hope it would 
eventually model the look of the histori-
cal buildings downtown.

“The Marketplace Austin corporation 
wants Taylor to become a destination 
point,” Dukes said.

Taylor’s former Walmart was built 
in 1980, but the structure has been 
empty for years, Taylor spokeswoman 
Jean Johnson said. The facility is 62,400 
square feet on about 7 acres with a park-
ing lot, according to Capital Leasing 
Management & Sales’ description. 

Design plans will be finalized after 
business owners commit to renting the 
space. The building needs roof repairs and 
other improvements to bring it up to code, 
Dukes said.

Marketplace Taylor needs 30 commit-
ments before it can move forward. As of 
late January, Dukes said about 60 people 
had expressed interest in the project.

Rent for a 100-square-foot space could 
start at about $300 a month and tables 
could be about $25 a day. If business 
owners are interested and willing to pay 

The	parent	company	of	Marketplace	Taylor	also	manages	two	properties	in	Austin,	including	a	retail	
location	in	South	Austin	that	has	taken	on	an	eclectic	mix	of	renters,	including	artists	and	crafters.	
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62,400-square-foot facility to transform into 
space for startups

an increased fee, Dukes said there could 
be an option for storefronts. There may 
also be a monthly fee for group advertis-
ing, she said.

Marketplace Taylor scheduled open 
houses in early February, where Dukes said 
she would offer packets with information 
on how to start a small business, including 
financing and advertising options.

On Feb. 12, interested business owners 

can reserve their custom-sized spaces 
from 4 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

Barring delays, renovations should 
begin on the former Walmart building in 
March, retailers will move in beginning 
April and the center should be open to 
the public in May, Dukes said.

Call Ronda Dukes at 584-4568 or visit 
www.marketplaceaustin.com.

WERCHAN INSURANCE AGENCY
AUTO • HOME • LIFE • COMMERCIAL

WERC
AUT

awerchan@farmersagent.com
2703 E University Ave., Georgetown

Amanda Werchan, Agent
512-864-2100

Lunch is on me! Call today for a free quote and 
receive a gift card! Must mention ad when calling.

Accepting new patients | We see all age groups
All major insurance accepted including: CHIPs, Medicare, Tricare, Scott & White, and Seton

DR. MARY EVERS, D.O., FAOCD
Board Certi� ed Dermatologist

2118 Scenic Dr., Georgetown
(next to St. David’s Georgetown Hospital) 512-868-9800

Specializing in Medical and Surgical Skin Diseases and Skin Cancer
Open Monday - Friday, late appointments available
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When you need us, you’ll fi nd us 

where we always have been, 

Right in the heart of our community.

Pre-Arrangement Planning � Full Service Funeral Provider � Complete Cremation Arrangements

We honor all 
Pre-Arrangement Plans                                                                                           

(512) 869-8888          
393 North IH-35 

(Westside Service Road)
 Georgetown ,TX                    

A Community owned, 
Independent funeral 

establishment since 1994

Contact Rebecca Noelke-Richey & Chuck Richey 
for more information: www.ltostore.com/tx0520 

or laserpainrelief@yahoo.com
(512) 590-1938 and (512) 567-0502

What is the LaserTouchOne?  The LaserTouchOne is a breakthrough pain relief device. It’s the only device 
available to consumers that combines a low-level laser and micro-current electrical stimulation.

Clinical study results show it’s 93% e� ective in decreasing pain. It is also:

• A safe alternative to surgery and 
medication

• Now available without a prescription

Back Pain, Sti�  Neck or 
Shoulder
Hip, Knee or Foot Pain
Carpal Tunnel
Fibromyalgia
Arthritis
Tennis or Golf Elbow
Sciatica
And more...

• Easy to use
• Handheld, lightweight and 

portable

• Cleared by the FDA
• Backed by a 30-day money-back 

guarantee

Visit us at AustinOralSurgery.com
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Williams Dr.

Fresh Seafood

Located in the Wolf Ranch Shopping Center   512-864-7400

Special Occasion? 
Need to host a back yard boil?
Give Carolyn a Call to set it up!

We offer catering and personal chef services

SUNDAY - THURSDAY • 11:00am - 9:00pm      FRIDAY & SATURDAY • 11:00am - 10:00pm

Month of Mardi Gras starts on 
Feb 8th, come in and enjoy some 

great New Orleans Cookin’!

Crawfi sh on your mind?
We will have them very soon!

Join the Fish City Grill email club 
and receive special

monthly offers!

New year is still upon us! Don’t 
forget those resolutions! Come in 
and try our new Fit Fish Items on 

our menu everyday.

Select from these limited time 
menu selections:

Grilled or Blackened Catfi sh
Saturated Fat  4 grams

Grilled or blackened Shrimp
Saturated Fat 4 grams

Grilled or Blackened Tilapia Sandwich
Saturated Fat 1 gram

Grilled or Blackened Rainbow Trout
Saturated Fat 4 grams

Grilled or Blackened Chicken Breast
Saturated Fat 2 grams

These come with specifi c sides or choices of sides

Want a Veggie Platter?
We’ve got 

you covered.

from both oceans, award win-
ning non seafood items, 
the best oysters on the 
half shell and all items 

made fresh daily.
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$5.00 off 
 Mon–Thurs when you 

spend $20 or more
(NOT GOOD ON ALCOHOL OR

GOOD WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS.)

FRESH ITEMS, LOCALLY OWNED, 
FRIENDLY FOLKS, SERIOUS SEAFOOD!

A pharmacy where your business will always be appreciated
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Garage-sale signs on city streets
Hutto residents having a garage sale 

may have an easier time getting the 
word out about it after City Council 
approved the first step toward changing 
the rules on how signs can be displayed 
on city streets Jan. 20.

The change would allow for garage 
sale and open house signs in the city 
right of way, as long as the adjacent 
property owner signs off on it. Staff is 
working on a form people can fill out 
and attach to the sign for validation. 

Hutto-Taylor boundary line debate 
continues

During a work session Jan. 20, City of 
Hutto officials discussed how they would 
proceed in negotiations with Taylor to 
come to a boundary agreement.

The cities 
discovered the 
need to come to 
an agreement 
in Decem-
ber, after the 
City of Taylor 
annexed land 
near Hutto’s extraterritorial jurisdiction. 
Several residents approached Hutto and 
asked to be annexed into Hutto’s ETJ to 
avoid the possibility of being annexed by 
Taylor in the future.

The city attorneys have engaged in 
talks, but the city councils have not been 
able to settle on the line. The plan is to 
have the cities’ mayors pro tem, John 
McDonald in Taylor and Debbie Hol-
land in Hutto, have a discussion. The last 
resort is legal action.

“I’m still confident that we can work 
something out,” Hutto City Attorney 
Charlie Crossfield said.

Hutto

		Georgetown City Council
Meets Feb. 22 and March 8 at 6 p.m.
Council chambers, 101 E. Seventh St.
931-7715 • www.georgetown.org
City Council meetings are recorded 
and broadcast on Channel 10 at 7 
p.m. Wednesday, Friday and Sunday 
following each meeting.

		Hutto City Council
Meets Feb. 17 and March 3 at 7 p.m.
Council chambers, 401 W. Front St.
759-4033 • www.huttotx.gov

		Taylor City Council
Meets Feb. 22 and March 10 at 6 p.m. 
Council chambers, 400 Porter St.
352-3676 • www.taylortx.gov

		Williamson County 
Commissioners Court
Meets Tuesdays at 9:30 a.m.
Williamson County Courthouse, 710 S. 
Main St., Georgetown • 943-1550  
www.wilco.org

Meeting times

Georgetown	technicians	Ron	Menchaca,	meter-
ing	technician	(left),	and	Bob	Warde,	senior	meter	
technician,	will	work	to	replace	old	electric	meters	
like	the	one	pictured.
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Georgetown

City updates advanced meters
Georgetown began using one-way 

wireless technology to collect water and 
electric meter readings with advanced 
meters 12 years ago. But starting in 

Williamson County

Duty to face ethics complaint
The Williamson County Commission-

ers Court unanimously voted Jan. 25 to 
file a grievance with the State Bar of Texas 
against County Attorney Jana Duty.

The commissioners did not name 
specific instances, but alleged that Duty 
violated eight state bar ethics codes, 
including competent and diligent repre-
sentation, confidentiality of information 
and conflict of interest.

County Judge Dan Gattis said the 
grievance will be a private process. The 
state bar will establish a committee of 
Duty’s peers to evaluate the court’s com-
plaints. Gattis said, although rare, the 
committee could decide to disbar Duty.

Duty called the decision “retaliatory,” 
and insisted that she would continue to ful-
fill her responsibilities as county attorney.

“If there was any merit or substance 
to this complaint, it would have been 

politicized and paraded before the 
public by this court months ago,” she 
said in a statement. “The timing speaks 
volumes.”

The decision to file a grievance came 
less than a week after presiding Judge Rick 
Morris dismissed Duty’s lawsuit calling for 
the removal of Gattis from office. The law-
suit, filed Dec. 22, alleged five instances of 
misconduct on the part of Gattis, namely 
for hiring and paying other attorneys 
without proper authorization.

Still pending is another lawsuit Duty 
filed Sept. 30 claiming the Commission-
ers Court violated the Texas Open Meet-
ings Act.

The lawsuit stems from a Sept. 28 meet-
ing in which the commissioners voted to 
hire outside legal counsel, transferring 
more than $100,000 from Duty’s budget 
to pay for the new position.

Read the full story by Rebecca LaFlure 
at www.more.impactnews.com/11365.
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County parking garage 
closed for repairs 

The Williamson County parking 
garage, located on Rock Street between 
Third and Fourth streets in George-
town, closed to all vehicles Jan. 24. The 
county issued a release Jan. 24 that the 
garage would be closed until further 
notice for structural repairs.

Parking for the Justice Center, 
405 Martin Luther King Jr. St., and 
County Jail, 306 W. Fourth St., can be 
found north of the Justice Center and 
between Sixth and Seventh streets on 
Rock Street and Forest Street.

For more information, visit  
www.wilco.org.

Criminal 
Justice 
Center

Jail

CLOSED

Public Parking

W. 5th St.

W. 4th St.

January, the City of Georgetown began 
upgrading the system to replace old com-
ponents with advanced metering technol-
ogy, also known as smart metering.

Replacement parts for the old system 
are obsolete, and existing meters do not 
have the capability for two-way commu-
nication, according to a city statement.

The new system is meant to allow two-
way communication between the meter 
and the utility so customers can monitor 
their energy use and utilities can locate 
leaks and problems.

City Council approved a contract in 
December with Elster Solutions to imple-
ment the advanced metering system for 
$8.6 million. The new system replaces 
outdated automated meter reading tech-
nology. About 40,000 water and electric 
meters will be replaced in phases at busi-
nesses and residences.

Taylor

CR 394M
ustang Creek N. Loop

CR 101

“I’m still confident 
that we can work 
something out.”

—Charlie Crossfield, 
Hutto city attorney

CITY AND COUNTY Compiled by Suzanne Haberman

Single-stream recycling 
plant planned for newly 
annexed area 

A single-stream recycling center 
earned approval from Taylor City 
Council to build on recently annexed 
land at CR 394 and the future Chan-
dler Road.

City Council introduced an 
ordinance Jan. 25 to rezone about 18 
acres from single-family to general 
business use.

Owner John Rabon and Round 
Table Real Estate LLC plan to build a 
37,000-square-foot facility beginning 
in February. 

Rabon has experience building three 
similar facilities and working in five. 

Wilco Recycling Center would 
take in all types of recyclable materi-
als to be sorted and sold. The build-
ing is expected to take up about 25 
percent of the property and employ 
about 30 people.

To begin with, the entrance to 
the center will face CR 394. After 
construction of Chandler Road is 
completed, the facility will have its 
entrance on that road.

A Wilco Recycling representative 
at council said the company chose 
the location because of its proximity 
to the Williamson County Landfill 
in Hutto. Recycling does create some 
refuse, he said.

Once open, the center would oper-
ate on weekdays only. Also, the Taylor 
Planning and Zoning Commission 
requested they not store materials 
outside in view. 

Recycling drop-off center selected
City Council selected a new site Jan. 13 

for a recycling drop-off center. 
Keep Taylor Beautiful member Nancy 

Tyson said the organization considered 
three locations for the 1424 N. Main St. 
drop-off site, but decided on a location 
south of the Ford water tank site by Old 
Granger Road.

City of Taylor Public Information 
Officer Jean Johnson said the relocation 
should be completed in February.
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AT THE CAPITOL

By Marcus Funk
An eminent domain bill co-sponsored by 

Rep. Charles Schwertner, R-Georgetown, is 
among legislative matters that rocketed up 
the priority list last month when Gov. Rick 
Perry gave them “emergency issue” status, 
meaning lawmakers could pursue them 
within 60 days of the session’s start.

During speeches to the state House and 
Senate on opening day Jan. 11, Perry said 
that property rights are paramount in 
Texas, and that further efforts to protect 
private property are a crucial part of this 
year’s political agenda.

Eminent domain rules allow city or 
county governments to take possession of  
land deemed necessary for specific public 
purposes, such as roads or schools. The 
property owners are compensated, but it is 
often an unpopular process.

Schwertner is one of four co-authors on 
a bill principally written by longtime state 
Rep. Charlie Geren, R-River Oaks. The bill 
requires a “bona fide” offer to the prop-
erty owner and adjusts requirements for 
eminent-domain court proceedings, both 

Pro-property 
rights bill put 
on fast track

concerning announcements and challenges. 
The legislation also would allow landown-
ers to repurchase the property if it is not 
used within 10 years, or if the condemning 
authority takes the land for one purpose, 
but uses it for another.

“Historically, this is a very important 
issue for Texans—individual rights, and 
individual property ownership,” Schwert-
ner said. “I think Gov. Perry was correct 
in trying to equalize the stance of a private 
property owner versus a stance of an emi-
nent domain authority.”

Schwertner said Agriculture Commis-
sioner Todd Staples backs the bill. He also 
said it is popular in his area, District 20, 
which covers northern Williamson County 
and Milam County.

Williamson County Judge Dan Gattis 
said the county already follows most of 
the bill’s provisions, including stipulations 
about notifying the property owners. Gattis 
said that although the county condemns 
properties “pretty often” for public use 
projects,  it is usually not an adversarial pro-
cess. He said landowners receive federal tax 
benefits and are usually comfortable with 
the sale price of the land. Gattis said that is 
not the case in every county, though.

“Generally, I think Charlie’s on the right 
track. I don’t want to tie our hands so much 
that eminent domain is a dead end, but you 
certainly want to protect everybody’s rights 
as you go through,” he said. “And it’s not 
often that we end up in a real knock-down, 
drag out battle. It just doesn’t happen often.”

Budget shortfall update

2012–13 allocations  
in the House proposal

State	lawmakers	are	debating	a		
$156.4	billion	budget	proposal	for	
2012–13	that	requires	a	16.6	percent	
reduction	in	spending	over	the	current	
$187.5	billion	budget.

The	nonprofit,	nonpartisan	Center	for	
Public	Policy	Priorities	estimates	the	
state’s	budget	gap	for	2012–13	to	
be	$27	billion.	That	number	comes	
from	comparing	the	state’s	expected	
revenue	over	the	next	two	years	
against	the	current	level	of	services	
provided	by	nine	state	agencies	and	
higher	education	that	account	for	82	
percent	of	the	budget.

The	cost	of	continuing	to	provide	
services	at	current	levels	is	$99	billion.	
State	Comptroller	Susan	Combs	
announced	Jan.	10	that	Texas	is	
expected	to	bring	in	$72	billion	in	
revenue	in	2012–13.	The	difference	
between	current	spending	levels	
and	expected	revenue,	$27	billion,	
represents	the	expected	budget	
shortfall.	

-16.6%  
difference

2010–11  
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$187.5 billion

2012–13  
proposed budget 
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Gov. Rick Perry’s emergency issues
Sonogram Bill	
On	Jan.	22,	Perry	added	the	Sonogram	Bill	to	his	
emergency	items	list.	Sen.	Dan	Patrick,	R-Houston,	in-
troduced	the	bill	that	would	require	a	woman	seeking	
an	abortion	to	first	have	a	sonogram	or	ultrasound.

‘Sanctuary cities’	
In	January,	Perry	declared	“sanctuary	cities,”	places	
where	authorities	are	said	to	not	actively	pursue	im-
migration	violations,	an	emergency	issue.		

	
Balanced budget	
Perry	called	for	action	in	support	of	a	balanced	
budget	amendment	to	the	U.S.	Constitution.

Voter ID	
On	Jan.	26,	senators	passed	a	bill	that	would	require	
voters	to	show	photo	ID.	The	bill	would	have	to	be	
reconciled	by	a	House	bill.	Sen.	Kirk	Watson,	D-Austin,	
voted	against	the	bill.	Sens.	Steve	Ogden,	R-Bryan,	
and	Jeff	Wentworth,	R-San	Antonio,	supported	it.

1. Seton Family of Doctors at Williamson
 Family Medicine
 Seton Medical Plaza I, 301 Seton Parkway, Suite 302

2. Seton Family of Doctors at Forest Creek
 Internal Medicine Adults Only

3. Seton Family of Doctors at Stone Hill
 Family Medicine
 1512 Town Center Drive, Suite 100

Seton Care For Your Entire Family

management

Three Convenient Locations In Round Rock & Pflugerville

I-
35 13
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To 
Georgetown

To Austin

To Hutto

1

2

3

setonfamilyofdoctors.com

For more information and directions, please visit:

Stone Hill clinic now offers comprehensive 
cardiac care by the specialists of

For appointments, please call (512) 324-4812.
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GOVERNMENT

By Suzanne Haberman
Williamson County governments take 

various approaches to communicat-
ing with their state government during 
legislative sessions, from combined efforts 
to protect the interests of cities and the 
county government to an individual city 
directly contacting its legislators. 

Texas Municipal League
City governments can be members of 

the Texas Municipal League, a nonprofit 
organization formed in 1913 that serves 
cities and provides lobbying services.

TML provides “a system of support for all 
cities in Texas in relation to pushing issues 
that we have that are shared, maintaining 
local control over tax rates [and] maintain-
ing current constitutional provisions limit-
ing increases in appraisal values,” Hutto 
City Manger Ed Broussard said. 

The cities of Georgetown, Hutto and 
Taylor are TML members. TML has 1,117 
member cities, according to the organiza-
tion’s website.

“They are pretty much the eyes and 
ears of the legislature,” City of George-
town Public Information Officer Keith 
Hutchinson said.

TML provides legislative services via two 
full-time lobbyists, according to the service 
description. The organization monitors 
legislation in the House and Senate that 
would affect cities and sends notifications 
to city staff when issues arise. 

“They have a legislative agenda they fol-
low and keep the membership informed 
with what is going on with it,” City of 
Taylor spokeswoman Jean Johnson said. 

Williamson County alliance
In Williamson County, local govern-

ment bodies and organizations team up 
to increase awareness in the legislature 
of shared issues. The Williamson County 
Alliance is a combination of cities, cham-
bers of commerce and county officials that 
meet quarterly. 

“The purpose was to look at things 
from a regional perspective and make 

Taking local priorities to Legislature

Texas	Sen.	Steve	Ogden,	R-Byan,	addressed	Hutto	city	officials,	staff	and	community	members	during	
the	2009	Hutto	Day	at	the	Capitol,	a	biennial	event	where	city	representatives	go	to	the	statehouse	to	
meet	lawmakers	and	deliver	priorities.
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sure everyone is talking to each other,” 
said Marlene McMichael, a Georgetown-
based consultant who coordinates the 
Williamson County Alliance events. 
“I think the main thing is that it keeps 
everybody informed about the key proj-
ects in each community.”

Members of the Williamson County 
Alliance have planned a trip to the Leg-
islature on April 13. Dubbed Williamson 
County Day at the Capitol, representa-
tives from the county will be recognized 
on the House and Senate floors with 
resolutions. Then, they will visit the state 
elected officials. In previous sessions, the 
alliance has hosted an ice cream social 
for lawmakers and staff and delivered 
Williamson County–themed gifts to the 
lawmakers to try to keep Williamson 
County on their minds. 

“We were trying to bring attention 
to the fact that we are just north of the 
[Austin] area, and we have all the growth 
issues that you have along the I-35 cor-
ridor,” McMichael said. 

The alliance will meet in February to 
set an itinerary for Williamson County 
Day at the Capitol and create a list of 
county priorities. Though the list has 
not been finalized, McMichael said top 
issues are likely to include addressing the 
environmental study process for road 
construction and resisting taking on 
expenses when the state cuts it budget. 

Hutto Day at the Capitol
When cities have specific agendas to 

communicate to their legislators, they find 
more direct ways to do so. One method is 
to establish rapport with representatives 
and senators to directly deliver requests.

For the 2011 session, the City of Hutto 
has itemized a list of priorities to take 
to the Capitol on its own. The approach 
differs from ones taken in previous years, 
when the city coordinated with other local 
organizations to offer suggestions for the 
common good, Broussard said. Hutto 
officials plan to take up specific matters 

with legislators representing districts the 
city falls in. Hutto’s short list of legislative 
priorities approved by City Council Jan. 20 
hits on four main points. 

•	 Education
The city committed to assisting a higher 
education campus to come to Hutto, 
funding of its fast-growing school dis-
trict and delaying the start of new state 
standardized testing. 

•	 Local control
Maintaining local control over taxes, 
limiting appraisal value increases, curb-
ing state mandates, allowing locals to 
determine property use and letting vot-
ers decide when to increase tax rate caps 
in emergency services districts are ways 
Hutto wants to maintain local control.

•	 Family safety and health
Hutto City Council members support 
advocating for family violence preven-
tion and enforcement and getting Texas 
grant funding for parks and recreation. 

•	 Business expansion
Hutto will ask the Legislature for 
expanded infrastructure funds and 
continued local control over economic 
development sales tax funds.

Hutto will also have a day at the Leg-
islature, Hutto Day at the Capitol March 

23. As with Williamson County Day at 
the Capitol, the plan is to have resolutions 
read on the House and Senate floors, visit 
lawmakers and host a reception.

“Hutto Day at the Capitol is our oppor-
tunity to go and put our best foot forward 
for all the different representatives and 
senators,” Broussard said. 

Suggesting legislation
The City of Taylor has taken a more 

direct approach to fulfill specific city needs. 
“For instance, Larry Gonzales is our 

state representative, who took Diana 
Maldonado’s place,” Johnson said. “There 
have been times when we have taken it on 
ourselves to visit with him directly.”

Also, during the 81st legislative ses-
sion, Taylor supported a bill sponsored 
by Maldonado, HB 2805, relating to “the 
administration, powers, duties, opera-
tion, and financing of the East William-
son County Multi-Institution Teaching 
Center,” according to the description 
provided by the Texas House of Repre-
sentatives.  

“We did a very special lobbying effort 
to get that done so that we could get 
EWCHEC here,” Johnson said. “So we 
went to her directly with that.”

Additional reporting by Samantha Bryant
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ARC Round Rock
After Hours Clinic
open 7 days a week

nights, weekends & holidays

(512) 346-6611Your Doctor is Nearby
18 Locations, 15 Specialties, 6 Cities, ONE Medical Group

AustinRegionalClinic.com  |  ARC-INFO (512-272-4636)  |  Se Habla Español
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Announcing the Seton Heart Institute, the newest member of the 

most advanced academic health care network in Central Texas. 

As part of the Seton Family of Hospitals, our cardiologists will share in the 

educational partnership with UT Southwestern Medical Center, one of the top 

medical schools in the nation, and scientists and professors at UT Austin to bring 

innovative clinical research and the most advanced techniques and treatments 

to Central Texas.

To schedule a consultation, please call (512) 324-3440.  

L E A D E R S  A T  H E A R T

SetonHeart.com

shi_ci.indd   1 1/25/11   11:13 AM
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Grocery
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for the H-E-B store. So far, the 
company has not moved forward 
with its plans to build there.

“We continue to shop other 
sites to H-E-B and other grocery 
stores as well to see if they may be 
interested,” he said.

H-E-B has a grocery store at 
Gattis School Road and Red Bud 
Lane in Round Rock. The loca-
tion is about six miles from the 
center of Hutto, making it one of 
the closest full-line grocery stores.

Leslie Sweet, H-E-B spokes-
woman, said some H-E-B stores 
are within several miles of each 
other, but these are in densely 
populated areas. Household count 
and demographics are factors the 
privately owned company exam-
ines when deciding where to put 
a store.

“We look at all those numbers 

that traditional retailers would 
look at,” she said. “But we take a 
much more personal approach. 
We talk to people [who] live in 
the area. We talk to our employ-
ees that might live in the area.”

Key counts come from num-
bers within one-, three- and 
five-mile radii of grocery stores, 
said Scott Martinez, Hutto Eco-
nomic Development Corp. 
Though Hutto’s total population 
increased to more than 18,000 
after the annexation of Lakeside 
Estates, the population within a 
one-mile radius from the center 
of the city is about 6,800, Marti-
nez said.  

The Hutto EDC cannot offer 
economic incentives directly to a 
grocery store, according to state 
law defining Type A corporations.  

Increased competition
Competition for getting a gro-

cery store is stiff as cities all around 

Hutto vie for grocery stores. Sweet 
said she could easily name 15 cit-
ies near Austin that have submit-
ted requests for an H-E-B.

“Unfortunately, we cannot 
always quickly meet those needs, 
but we are keeping an eye on 
places like Hutto,” she said. 

H-E-B has more than 300 
stores in Texas and northern 
Mexico. In 2010, it opened 13 
new stores and a new distribu-
tion center in Texas. Sweet said 
the company is planning on 
opening another 20 new stores 
in Texas in 2011, but Hutto is not 
on the map for it yet.

“Our company decided that, 
while Texas would have a few 
hard years, that we would use our 
strong capital position to really 
put the accelerator down for 
Texas,” she said. “We’re building 
as many stores right now as we 
can to help pull Texas forward.”

Locals, drugstores step up
In the absence of a big-name 

grocery store, local business-
owners and chains with food 
items have tried to fill the gap.

Sarah’s Texas Pantry opened 
part time in December and 
expanded its hours Jan. 22, giving 
Hutto residents a small-scale gro-
cery option that is close to home. 
Sarah Tober owns the neighbor-
hood grocery store and said she 
has had a good response from the 
community.

Most everything in Tober’s store 
is from Texas—minus some broths 
and tomato paste. The store carries 
items including eggs, free-range 
meats, dairy products, salsa, olive 
oil, canned fruit, produce, pasta, 
sugar and Dublin Dr Pepper. 

“It’s amazing the amount of 
culinary inventory we have in 
Texas,” Tober said.

Tober worked in Central Aus-
tin in marketing before opening 

Sarah’s Texas Pantry. She saw the 
variety of fresh and local Texas 
foods, but bemoaned the limited 
access to it.

“The city has been really sup-
portive,” she said. “They are ready 
for more local businesses. That 
was what America was founded 
on—small businesses trying to do 
the right thing.”

Before the neighborhood gro-
cery store opened, Wag-A-Bag 
and Walgreens were a couple of 
locations where Hutto residents 
could purchase food. 

“I think certainly compared 
to some of our other locations 
that have major supermarkets 
by them, that store sells general 
merchandise items better than 
our average convenience stores,” 
Kevin Johnson, Wag-A-Bag oper-
ations manager, said. 

Some Wag-A Bag stores have 
just a few square feet of space for 
general merchandise, including 
food. The Hutto location has more 
like 100-square-feet, Johnson said. 

The Hutto Walgreens has a selec-
tion of groceries, and food sales 
show a demand for food products.

“This is a very strong store in 
terms of grocery, staple items and 
snack sales,” Walgreens Co. rep-
resentative Jim Cohn said. “We’ve 
also found that there’s a strong need 
for some of the fresh food offer-
ings that are available at this store, 
including oranges, potatoes, pump-
kins, etc. These have also sold well.”  

The local stores may tide Hutto 
residents over until a full-line 
store comes to the city. In the 
meantime, grocery store loca-
tions, as few as four miles away, 
dot Round Rock and Pflugerville. 

“We are closer to probably three 
grocery stores than my friends in 
Teravista in Round Rock,” Marti-
nez said of the subdivision north 
of University Boulevard. “For 
some reason, people want one in 
the city limits of Hutto.” 
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Grocery stores’ estimated distances from Hutto’s center

Hutto Grocery 
550 S. FM 1660, Ste. 1
• Convenience store
• Texaco gasoline station 

 

Sarah’s Texas Pantry 
101 East St., Ste. B
• Texas-made foods
• Organic products

Wag-a-Bag 
408 Hwy. 79 
• Convenience store with 

general merchandise 
including some foods

• Shell gasoline station

Walgreens 
119 Ed Schmidt Blvd.
• Grocery, staple items  

and snacks

Hutto

Round Rock

Hutto	City	Limits

Sprouts Farmers Market
110	N.	I-35	
9.5	miles

H-E-B Plus
1700	E.	Palm	Valley	Blvd.
6.9	miles

H-E-B
603	Louis	Henna	Blvd.
10	miles

H-E-B
3750	Gattis	School	Rd.
6	miles

Walmart Supercenter
4700	E.	Palm	Valley	Blvd.
4	miles

Pflugerville

Lists not comprehensive

Randalls
2051	Gattis	School	Rd.
8.6	miles

SuperTarget
18700	Limestone	
Commercial	Dr.
6.6	miles

Comment at more.impactnews.com/11458

Walmart Supercenter
2701	S.	I-35	
10.9	miles

H u t t o P r e m i e r D e n t i s t r y . c o m

123 Ed Schmidt Blvd. #100, Hutto

Teri L. Marek, DDS
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Find us on Facebook!O�  cial Partner of the 
Round Rock Express

Local shop sites
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FAILURE 
IS NOT 
AN OPTION

Having heart failure means your heart can’t pump enough 
blood to meet your body’s needs. If left untreated, it can be 
life-threatening. However, once diagnosed, there are many 
treatments available to heart failure patients to help them 
live full and rewarding lives. 

If you or someone in your family has a history of heart 
problems, come see the experts at the Scott & White 
Advanced Heart Failure Clinic. Because at Scott & White, 
we believe heart failure is a diagnosis, not a death sentence. 

Contact us to learn more or to 
schedule your one-on-one evaluation.

877-393-5827 
help4hf@swmail.sw.org  |  heart.sw.org

2401 S. 31st Street, Temple, TX 76508

YOUR CHOICE.

THE TRUSTED CHOICE.

Cash-Back Plus more 
from my checking account.

We’ve put the “ Plus” in Cash-back Checking 
with Cash-Back Checking Plus ! Now, in 

addition to earning a nickel each time you 
swipe and sign with your Debit Card, you will 

also now earn 5 PlusPoints. Earn $2.25 in 
Cash-Back? Get 225 PlusPoints, too!

“Nickels earned for each debit signature transaction are deposited monthly to your 

Membership Savings account. $50.00 Minimum opening deposit. $1.00 monthly fee 

for ages 23 and over if $100 minimum balance is not met. Membership Required.”

Federally Insured by NCUA

800-252-8148

Whatever your dream... 
we can help.

NEW PATIENTS 
WELCOME!

• Complimentary exam and cleaning for 
new patients 0-3 without insurance.

• P� ugerville’s � rst Pediatric Dentist
• Most insurance accepted, as a courtesy we 

will � le insurance for you. 
• Kids love our state of the art facility, 

gaming arcade, and movies while you 
wait.

• Specializing in Special need patients of 
all ages.

• In o�  ce Sedation and hospital privileges.

619 S. Heatherwilde Blvd. • Pflugerville, Tx 78660 
Phone 512-989-6900 • Fax 512-989-6901

www.drbainpediatricdentist.com

FROM FIRST TOOTH TILL 16

Dr. Bain is featured in “News Weekly “ 
December 13, 2010 Issue as Top Dentist In Texas.

•
•

•

•

•

DDr. Bain is featur
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Schools
Continued from | 1

Hutto elementary school attendance zones
If the school board votes to 
close Veterans’ Hill Elementary 
school, attendance zones will be 
restructured for the remaining four 
schools and fifth graders would 
move to the middle school level. 

Cottonwood	Creek	
Elementary

Hutto	Elementary

Hutto elementary schools’ capacity
Each school’s full capacity: 700 students
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restructuring central administrative staff.
HISD Superintendent Douglas Killian 

said he began meeting with staff last fall, 
when he learned there was a possibility the 
state would cut funding.

The district had started the 2010–11 
school year with a $1.4 million deficit. That 
deficit is down from a $1.7 million deficit 
in 2009–2010.

Killian said HISD has made adjustments 
that put it on track to balance the 2011–12 
school year budget. The methods included 
slashing discretionary budgets by 10 per-
cent to save about $390,000 and not filling 
positions as they became open, a practice 
called attrition, for a savings of $500,000.

“If we didn’t have the looming state cuts, 
we could balance our budget without clos-
ing a school,” Killian said. 

But with the possibility of getting a cut 
in state funding, Killian said the district 
needed to reduce its budget by an additional 
$2.6 million.

Killian said the administration decided to 
act earlier than some other districts because 
of its depleted fund balance, a reserve simi-
lar to a savings account. HISD’s unaudited 
fund balance is $2.7 million; however, with 
about $2.9 million in monthly expendi-
tures, the funds are not enough. 

“If we continue to operate in the manner 
that we are operating right now, we would 
be broke in 2012,” Killian said.

HISD staff developed possible ways the 
district could save money, and then pre-
sented them to the public during two meet-
ings in January. 

Closing a school would generate the most 
savings because overhead costs to run a 
campus are the second most expensive cost, 
after teacher salaries, according to estimates.

About five years ago, HISD was experi-
encing a 20 percent growth rate, so the dis-
trict built new campuses. The growth rate 
for HISD is projected to be 5 percent for 
2011–12.

“That is still fast growth in the state of 
Texas,” Killian said. “But for us, that is still 
different than five years ago.” 

Veterans’ Hill Elementary opened in 2008, 
but now operates at 67 percent capacity.

The administration expected to propose 
at the Feb. 10 school board meeting to close 
Veterans’ Hill Elementary for two years. 
Fifth graders would move to the middle 
school if Veterans’ Hill closes. The atten-
dance zones for the remaining four ele-
mentary schools would be restructured to 
absorb the displaced elementary students. 

Closing the elementary school would 
result in an estimated savings of $1 million 
and a reduction of 19 staff positions. 

Still more staff positions would have to 
be cut, as 80 to 85 percent of the budget 
goes to staffing, Killian said.

The administration recommended the 
board cut a total of 74 positions, about 10 
percent of its 750-person workforce, for 
the 2011–12 school year. Eleven employees 
could be cut from central administration.

Three positions would be cut in the dys-
lexia/teacher intervention program. Admin-
istration recommended the restructuring of 
the program, but not its removal. 

The district is also proposing revenue-
generating measures, including charging 
one-time fees for extracurricular activities, 
starting an afterschool program for fifth and 
sixth graders and initiating a tuition-based 
prekindergarten program.

Cuts in Georgetown
Bradley Domitrovich, director of school 

and community relations for Georgetown 
ISD, said the board of trustees has effec-
tively managed past budgets, but like all 
other Texas school districts, GISD will have 
to operate with less money from the state.

GISD is considering several different 
options to deal with reduced state funding. 
It might freeze salaries at the 2010–11 bud-
get level. This move would save more than 
$1.3 million for the next school year.

Cutting 48 positions, through attrition or 
retirement, would reduce budget require-
ments by $2.4 million. Domitrovich said 
GISD is not planning for a forced reduction 
in force or staff layoffs in 2011–12.

By combining positions and not filling 
posted positions, the district could reduce 
its payroll expenses by $450,000 to $500,000. 

Domitrovich said the $4.2 million sav-
ings considered would be a 5 percent 
reduction to its budget, although the exact 
budget for 2011–12 will not be determined 

until June. Last year’s school budget was 
about $86 million.

Trimming in Taylor ISD
Taylor ISD’s budget for 2010–11 is 

about $28.2 million. Superintendent Jerry 
Vaughn, who started work Jan. 18, said the 
district is looking into where the budget 
can be reduced, but has not made any final 
decisions yet.

Taylor ISD’s growth has been static, 
with the student population staying at 
about 3,240. Vaughn said the consistent 

enrollment numbers will make it easier for 
Taylor ISD to plan for cuts, though he said 
any cuts will still be difficult.

Vaughn said all school districts must find 
ways to trim their budgets while impacting 
students as little as possible. 

“Texas public schools are generally very 
resilient,” he said. “Texas schools will rally 
and survive because we exist for a great 
cause—the kids.”

Additional reporting by Marcus Funk

Comment at more.impactnews.com/11459

Source: Hutto ISD

*plan	not	final

TWO 
GREAT
BUSINESSES

One Fast
Drive-Thru

915 N. Austin Ave., Georgetown
512-864-7570

M-F 6-6, Sat and Sun 12-6 Locally RoastedNew Orleans style shaved Ice
512-868-2557

www.coyotemooncoffee.com

SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESS

Try our amazing cappuccinos! 

50¢ OFF
Must present coupon with purchase.

Buy One, Get One Free 
(Same size or smaller) Expires 02/28/11.
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For smaller groups of 10 to 200, Reunion 
Ranch offers team-building days with 
activities such as a cowboy cookoff, 
skeet shooting and raft building.

Playdays/field days can be scheduled 
for schools or groups. The day includes 
all-you-can-eat lunch and age-
appropriate games and activities. 

In Texas History Comes alive, actors 
dressed up as soldiers and Native 
Americans teach about key moments 
in Texas history. Schools or groups can 
call to participate.

Reunion Ranch activities

Activities	abound	at	the	116-acre	ranch.

Reunion Ranch 
25 years of ‘hoop ‘n hollerin’ good times

Employees know when 
their company is having a 
picnic at Reunion Ranch 

in Georgetown.
Posters in offices planning 

to go to Reunion Ranch herald 
the event a month in advance. 
Reunion Ranch staff decorate 
with balloons and fliers and visit 
wearing cowboy gear, swirling 
ropes and saying what a blast the 
company picnic will be. 

“We’ve learned that if we get 
them to the front gate, they’ll have 
a good time,” Jay Pearce, president 
and one of the owners of Reunion 
Ranch, said of the “Hoop ’n Hol-
ler” hype-up campaigns. 

The 116-acre ranch, nestled in 
Hill Country woods, has sports 
amenities, a small lake with pad-
dle boats and swimming pool.

The children’s area has a play-
scape, pony rides, tepees, a fort, 
zip lines, a maze and a tower. 

Pearce said events help compa-
nies bond because there is just one 
company at the facility at a time.

“We try to get companies out 
here away from the office and 
on the same level,” he said. “The 
CEO’s kids can have as many 
snow cones as the janitor’s.”

The ranch’s 11,000-square-
foot indoor facility, SaddleCreek 
Crossing, accommodates 600 
people. The full kitchen allows 
Reunion Ranch to prepare meals 
for weddings, corporate events 
and other year-round functions.

People who book an event at 
Reunion Ranch also have access 
to a professional event-planning 
staff to develop a theme and 
coordinate entertainment. In its 
almost 25 years, Reunion Ranch 
has had firework shows, skydiv-
ers, and big-name entertainers.

In 2008, Pearce held a reunion 
for the staff, many of whom 
worked at the ranch every sum-
mer through high school.

Brian Vickers, a Georgetown 
ISD physical education teacher, 
has worked off and on at Reunion 
Ranch since high school, helping 

with children’s camps and corpo-
rate events. He met the woman 
who would become his wife, 
Mandy, when they both worked 
in the kitchen. They married at 
the ranch in 1996.

“It’s kind of like a close-knit 
family,” Vickers said of Reunion 
Ranch staff camaraderie. 

Pearce said he got the idea 
for Reunion Ranch during a 
Colorado elk-hunting trip with 
his father, where they met a man 
who owned a Reunion Ranch 
near Dallas. 

Pearce worked with the ranch 
owners to create a second Reunion 
Ranch in Georgetown. Pearce 
and his family opened the ranch 
in September 1986 and hosted 
four events that year. The follow-
ing year they booked 18 events, 
and by the early 1990s, they were 
booking two years in advance.

“We’re doing something that 
makes people happy,” he said. 
“We’re always bearers of good 
news.” 

Jay	Pearce,	president	of	
Reunion	Ranch,	got	the	idea	for	

the	event	venue	from	a		
ranch	in	Dallas.		 	

Reunion Ranch
850	CR	255,	Georgetown
515-6200
www.reunionranch1.com

BUSINESS

By Samantha Bryant
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Beautiful, Comfortable, 
Natural… You

Relocating to a new 
state-of-the-art facility

APRIL 2011
David R. Hennington, D.D.S 

512.863.6888

2425 Williams Dr., Ste. E • Georgetown, TX 78628

www.TradeWindsDental.com

We listen.

We don’t hurt.

We don’t JUST 
care about your teeth,
we care about YOU.
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W ith more than 80,000 albums 
in the inventory of 3rd Squirrel 
Records, customers can thumb 

through records featuring the saxophone 
tunes of Boots Randolph to the rock music 
of Tom Petty and the Heartbreakers. 

In the music store at the corner of 
Austin Avenue and Hwy. 29, Georgetown 
residents Carmen Gilmer and Stephan 
Mann buy, consign, trade and sell new 
and used records, CDs, cassettes, videos, 
eight-tracks, T-shirts and almost any-
thing music-related. Although they may 
not have all the newest releases on the 
shelves, they can order those, too.

“Independent record stores are able to 
provide anything you want, and cheaper,” 
Mann said.

The music is organized into different 
sections, including Texas music, hip-hop, 
Americana, rock ’n’ roll—the largest col-
lection—country and alternative. Mann 
writes descriptions, fun facts and reviews 
on many of the records to give people an 
idea of what is inside the record jacket.

Mann and Gilmer opened 3rd Squir-
rel Records in late 2008, with a business 
name that pays homage to record label 
Third World Records and their 3-year-
old son’s nickname. In 2009, the couple 
expanded their hours of operation.

Both the owners are music aficionados, 
and for 25 years, Mann was a part of the 
Texas music scene. He was the lead singer 
for hard-core punk rock bands in Austin 
and Houston.

Mann said his new passion is to encour-
age younger musicians in their careers 
and the music store helps him accomplish 
this goal.

Owners	Stephan	Mann	and	Carmen	Gilmer	want	the	record	store	to	be	a	‘communal	area’	for	musicians.	

“At this point in my life, I want to help 
the kids,” he said.

Mann said many people, including 
high school and college students, now 
collect records.

“Records never went away; they just 
went underground for a while,” he said.

The owners strive to make 3rd Squirrel 
Records emulate record stores of the past, 
where musicians could go to collaborate 
and promote their bands.

“It was always a communal area where 
people could talk about music and shows,” 
Mann said.

Wanting to provide a local venue 
for musicians to perform, sell posters, 
T-shirts and CDs, 3rd Squirrel Records 
hosts a free open-mic session Sundays at  
7 p.m. They try to promote local musi-
cians, such as Georgetown bluegrass band 
Boomswagglers, which has played at 3rd 
Squirrel Records.

Gilmer said people of all ages are wel-
come on open-mic night, even those who 
are not part of a band. The record store has 
drums, a sound system and guitars so any-
one can have the opportunity to perform 
in a safe atmosphere. It has also hosted 
poetry readings on Sunday evenings.

Mann and Gilmer plan to move the 
store this spring to 2100 S. Austin Ave., 
where they will have space for a stage and 
more room for inventory displays. At the 
new location, they also plan to have work-
shops on the history of music genres, such 
as rock, metal, punk rock and blues. 

“He’s a vast music encyclopedia,” Gilmer 
said of Mann’s music knowledge.

Also, 3rd Squirrel Records converts 
music from records, tapes and eight-tracks 
to a digital format.

3rd Squirrel Records 
1102	S.	Austin	Ave.,		
Ste.	107,	Georgetown
470-6718
Mon.–Sat.	9	a.m.–9	p.m.	
and	Sun.	7	p.m.

By Samantha Bryant

3rd Squirrel 
Records
Venue for music and vinyl 
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TRADITIONAL & CONTEMPORARY 
LIGHTING & CEILING FANS

ENERGY EFFICIENT SOLUTIONS
CUSTOM LIGHTING DESIGNS

LANDSCAPE LIGHTING
TABLE AND FLOOR LAMPS

MONDAY-FRIDAY 9AM-6PM; 
SATURDAY 10AM-4PM

Locally owned and operated. TECL 26682

15342 N IH 35, Austin, TX 78728

(512) 251-0000
www.LegendAustin.com

Better lighting. Better living.

20% OFF 
ANY ONE LIGHTING FIXTURE!

Some limitations apply.  Not valid for ceiling fans, cabinet, 
recessed, landscape or low voltage lighting systems. 

Expires 3/11/2011.  GHT0211

,
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Water Jug of Taylor 
Avid customer buys business to keep it alive 

John Thomas acknowledges that 
water is a necessity for life, but 
wants people to have the option to 

buy purified water if they want it. 
So when local water store Water Jug of 

Taylor was on the brink of closing more 
than a year ago, Thomas bought it from 
the original owner, Robert Sovil. Up 
until October 2009, Thomas had been a 
customer, buying purified water and ice.

“I saw the business as a necessity for 
Taylor,” Thomas said. “Water is life. Basi-
cally, you have to have it.”

At Water Jug of Taylor, Thomas pro-
vides purified water for 35 cents a gallon 
in the shop or 25 cents a gallon from a 
vending machine outside. Customers can 
fill bottles of any shape or size anytime 
outside or from one of spigots along the 
wall inside during business hours. 

“We’ll fill any bottles here,” Thomas 
said. “It doesn’t matter where they got 
them.”

The store also sells containers, dis-
pensing units, decorative crocks, filtra-
tion systems and replacement filters.

Thomas and Nelly Sanchez supervise 
the water purification process conducted 

BUSINESS

By Suzanne Haberman

John	Thomas	bought	out	Water	Jug	of	Taylor	in	2009,	intent	on	providing	Taylor	purified	water	and	ice.
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Water Jug of Taylor
801	W.	Second	St.,	Taylor
352-9411
Mon.–Wed.	9	a.m.–5	p.m.,	
Thu.–Fri.	9	a.m.–6	p.m.,	
Sat.	10	a.m.–5	p.m.

W. 2nd St.

H
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1st St.

Welch St.

on-site. Water goes through multiple 
steps to filter, improve flavor and disin-
fect, he said. The process takes municipal 
water through pre-carbon filters, reverse 
osmosis membranes, carbon filters and 
past ultraviolet light. 

Lyme, calcium and chlorine are com-
mon in municipal water, Thomas said, and 
the filtration process makes it about 99 
percent pure. The water shop has to meet 
government standards for purified water.

The shop has the ability to purify up to 
2,000 gallons of water a day. 

“We have kind of a mini plant here,” 
Thomas said.

The same water gets frozen to zero 
degrees Fahrenheit at Water Jug of Taylor. 
The low freezing temperature creates 
ice cubes that stay solid longer. Hunters 
appreciate that, Thomas said.

“The ice is really clear and just really 
sweet,” he said. 

Ice is available in two forms at Water 
Jug of Taylor—bags of cubes from 8 to 40 
pounds or in blocks. During mid-January, 
Thomas had sold out of all but three 
40-pound bags of ice by midday. The 
block ice can be used to make shaved ice, 

and in warm months, he sets up a kiosk in 
the parking lot to sell snow cones. 

Thomas said he likes the idea that he is 
helping keep plastic water bottles out of 
the landfills, as people are using refillable 
containers.

“I don’t consider myself an environ-
mentalist, but it just so happens that 
my other business is a reusable one,” 
Thomas said. 

Thomas also owns Taylor-based Lone 
Star Linen, a linen rental and commercial 
laundry business that supplies products, 
such as towels, sheets, tablecloths and 

napkins, to Central Texas restaurants, 
hotels, hospitals and nursing homes. 

Thomas purchased Lone Star Linen in 
1992 and operates it independently from 
Water Jug of Taylor. 

HAVE YOU HEARD?
Taylor has a middle name

CUSTOMER SERVICE

Shop Taylor
Participating merchants are waiting to serve you!

Membership 
Stickers

Look 
for the at local 

businesses

Taylor Chamber of Commerce 512-365-8485
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DINING

Snuffy’s Place owners serve 
fresh look at longtime locale
Hutto’s changes help shape restaurant’s new appeal

T                 he site of Snuffy’s Place is a city land-
mark that served as Hutto’s mortuary 
in the early 1900s and became the 

unofficial neighborhood bar in 1962. The 
building’s owners are working to transform 
the establishment into a modern venue that 
reflects the city’s shifting demographics.

When Hutto’s historical bar, Snuffy’s 
Place—Snuffy’s for short—was for sale in 
2003, Dave and Beth Figge did not want it 
to change into another business.

“It was the local tavern,” Dave Figge 
said. “You couldn’t have the only bar in 
town become a gift shop.”

The proposed options irked the Figges, so 
in 2003 the Round Rock residents bought 
the building. After leasing it to other opera-
tors for almost six years, the Figges decided 
to take over in December 2009. 

Dave Figge said he remembered when 
people could stroll across Hwy. 79 to 
get to Snuffy’s. Since then, area growth 
brought traffic to the highway.

“The demographics of Hutto changed,” 
he said. “It’s not cowboys anymore. It’s a 
bedroom community.”

The Figges have tried to craft Snuffy’s to 
appeal to a mix of its traditional clientele, 
local bikers, and the city’s new residents.

“We’ve got a very diverse crowd,” Dave 
Figge said. “It’s your quintessential neigh-
borhood bar.”

With a remodeled interior, live enter-
tainment and music performances, the 
Figges said they want Snuffy’s to be a 
modern bar that carries on the legacy of 

one of the city’s relics.
The building is believed to have been 

built in the late 1800s or early 1900s, Dave 
Figge said. The original occupant oper-
ated the town mortuary and kept a horse-
drawn hearse, former Hutto mayor and 
local historian Mike Fowler said.

After a brief stint as a potato chip shop 
that is rumored to have sold bags of chips 
for a nickel each, the building became a 
the Hutto Tavern in the 1940s. The site 
has been occupied by a bar and grill in 
various forms ever since.

A resident opened Snuffy’s Place in 1962, 
and the name has stayed the same, except 
for a stint as Fat Thompson’s in 2008.

“Even when it was Fat Thompson’s, 
people always referred to it as [Snuffy’s],” 
Beth Figge said. “If everybody knows it as 
that, why not leave it as [Snuffy’s]? It’s part 
of its heritage.” 

The food is American grill style with the 
inclusion of several homemade recipes. 
Burgers are hand packed daily, including 
the hearty pig burger ($5.50) that features 
fresh, thick country ham cuts on top of a 
one-third pound ground beef patty. The 
chef makes the pulled pork ($4) daily in a 
slow cooker from a house recipe, along with 
the grilled chicken for the chicken nachos 
($4.50)—a stack of tortilla chips loaded 
with tender chicken, red peppers, jalapeños, 
guacamole, sour cream and light queso.

Drink specials dot the daily menu offer-
ing discounted liquor drinks and draft 
and bottled beers.

By Victor O’Brien

Owners	Beth	and	Dave	Figge	have	revamped	the	
bar’s	menu	to	include	some	homemade	recipes.

1660
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Snuffy’s	Place	neighborhood	bar	and	restaurant	occupies	one	of	Hutto’s	historical	buildings	on	Hwy.	79.

Daily specials
Tuesday—Trivia night with prizes

Wednesday—Karaoke with a disc jockey

Thursday and Saturday—Live music

Dave & Beth’s favorites 

1. Cheeseburger ($4.50)

A third-pound beef patty topped with 
Swiss, American or pepper jack cheese

2. Pulled pork ($4)

Slow-cooked pulled pork on a toasted bun

3. Chicken nachos ($4.50)

Tortilla chips topped with chicken, queso, 
salsa, red peppers, sour cream and 
guacamole

4. Chicken quesadilla ($4.25)

A quesadilla stuffed with chicken and salsa, 
pico de gallo, sour cream or guacamole

5. Pig burger ($5.50)

A one-third pound beef patty with thick 
country ham cuts, lettuce, tomato and pickle 
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Snuffy’s Place
204	W.	Hwy.	79,	Hutto	•	846-1084
Sun.	noon–midnight	•	Mon.	4–11	p.m.	•	Tue.	and	Thu.	11	am.–11	
p.m.	•	Wed.	and	Fri.	11	a.m.–midnight	•	Sat.	11	a.m.–1	a.m.	
Kitchen	open	Tue.–Sat.	11	a.m.–9	p.m.	
No	one	under	21	is	allowed	after	8	p.m.	Before	8	p.m.,	individuals	
under	21	are	only	allowed	with	a	parent	or	guardian.

Customer comment
“The employees are very polite. [It has] good 
food, reasonably priced. I like the quesadilla. 
It’s all real good.”

            —Red Oman      

Tax Season Is 

Here!
Gary R. Brown, CMA, CPA, CITP, PFS  •  5353 Williams Dr., Suite 200, Georgetown • 512-930-3003 • www.gbrowncpa.com

Call us if your accounting or payroll is getting you down!

It is time to gather your tax data for 2010!  Several new provisions exist including a 2% reduction in Social 
Security taxes. Corporate Returns are due March 15, 2011. Let us help you ensure everything is in order!

DON’T STRESS OVER TAXES – CALL US!
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PEOPLE

Jerry Vaughn
Superintendent of Taylor ISD 
By Samantha Bryant 

Jerry Vaughn’s first day as superintendent of Taylor ISD was Jan. 18, just two weeks 
after Taylor ISD board of trustees picked him to lead the district.

Vaughn replaced Bruce Scott as superintendent, who was superintendent for about five 
years and retired in June 2010. The board of trustees had appointed Barbara Dale, assis-
tant superintendent, to serve as superintendent during the six-month search process.

A native of Anson, Texas, Vaughn played football in high school, and then went on 
to major in physical education, with a minor in biology, at Texas Tech University. He 
received his master’s in education from Texas Tech in 1993 and his superintendent’s 
certification in 1995.

Vaughn has served as superintendent in Idalou ISD and most recently worked for  
Floydada ISD, both near Lubbock. This is his 31st year in the education profession.

What are you looking forward to about 
serving as this district’s superintendent?
Right now, the thing I’m looking forward 
to is getting to know everyone and 
figuring out which key opens which 
door. For this year, I’m looking forward 
to helping Taylor ISD move forward, 
progress and become the very best district 
that it can. It is a good situation, but 
there’s always room for improvement.  
 
What are some options that Taylor ISD is 
considering to deal with proposed cuts to 
public education funding from the state?
We’re just looking overall right now. 
That’s been the focus of some of the 

meetings that I’ve had: How can we best 
reduce and refine operations to survive? 
I think every school district across the 
state, not just Taylor, will look at the fact 
that nobody wants to impact students. 
We’re here because of them. So how can 
we survive this with as little effect on the 
kids as we can? They deserve the very best 
education they can get. We only have one 
opportunity to educate them.  
 
How is Floydada ISD similar to Taylor ISD, 
and how are the two districts different?

They are both community schools. The 
demographics are very closely related—mir-
ror images, so to speak, demographically. 

I think they are both good schools. They 
are different in the aspect that Taylor ISD is 
larger, there are more students and the com-
munity is larger. As far as being community 
schools and being the heart and the lifeline 
of the community, both districts play a very 
important role in the community.

Do you think the education financing 
system in Texas needs to be reformed?

Absolutely. They say, ‘You don’t need to 
fix something if it’s not broken.’ It’s defi-
nitely broken, in my opinion. You’re aver-
aging about 80,000 students [in] the state 
of the Texas, yet we put no new money into 
it. Equitable and adequate funding has got 

to be addressed at some point. Some of 
our latest court cases have addressed the 
equitable issue, making sure that students 
have access to funds and school districts to 
educate them equitably.

What are some goals that you have this 
year for Taylor ISD?

This year, the goal is to continue on 
the improvement track that Taylor ISD 
has been on, and help the district move 
forward as best we can. Long-term goals: 
I would like to see the school district 
provide the very best education for our stu-
dents that we can, and to do that in a way 
to prepare them best for the 21st century.
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F I G H T
C O L O N
CANCER
Texas Oncology brings world-class colon cancer care to your community.  

We offer the combined wisdom of more than 1,600 oncologists in the nation’s 

largest network of cancer specialists and researchers — all available at a  

location near you. So you can fight cancer and stay close to home.

1-888-864-I CAN (4226)   •   www.TexasOncology.com 

HOw TExANs FIGHT CANCER.

Austin: 5 Locations • Cedar Park • Georgetown • Kyle • Marble Falls 

Round Rock • San Marcos • Seton Williamson • Smithville
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NONPROFIT

By Samantha Bryant

Vivace Youth Orchestra
Student symphony holding auditions this spring

Bearing the name of an Italian musical term that 
means quick, nimble, fast and lively, the Vivace 
Youth Orchestra will soon conduct auditions in 

Georgetown, Round Rock, Temple and Belton.
The orchestra, a project of the Georgetown Sym-

phony Society, will look for about 90 to 100 students 
from grades eight to 12 in late April and early May.

“Students need to have another avenue, another 
opportunity, to perform and to be expressive and 
experience more about music, than they can just 
in their school classroom,” said JD Janda, direc-
tor of youth programs and a board member of the 
Georgetown Symphony Society. 

When Janda came to Georgetown ISD in May 
2009 to serve as the director of fine arts, he said he 
noticed young musicians in Georgetown, Pfluger-
ville, Leander, Cedar Park, Round Rock, Temple 
and North Austin lacked a convenient way to 
perform in a full orchestra.

When Janda talked to band and orchestra 
directors in the community, he found enthusiasm 
for the creation of a youth orchestra. People in 
the area had already identified the need, as the 
Austin Youth Orchestra meets in South Austin 
for rehearsals on school nights and neighboring 
districts do not offer similar options.

“It was a natural match: [With] the people that 
really wanted to accomplish this, plus GSS eager to 

help it grow wings and me wanting to be able to do 
it, it’s just taken off like crazy,” Janda said.

Charles Aguillion, president of the Georgetown 
Symphony Society, said they chose the name 
Vivace Youth Orchestra because they did not want 
to limit the program to a specific city or county.

“We wanted to have something that had a little bit 
broader appeal to people from all areas that wanted 
to travel here,” he said. “We felt there might be a need 
for a community-based organization to serve those 
kids and give them performance opportunities.”

Janda, who has worked with youth orchestras in 
the Houston area, will conduct the orchestra dur-
ing its first season. There will also be guest instruc-
tors and conductors. 

All auditions, rehearsals and concerts will be held 
on Sunday afternoons in Georgetown beginning 
Aug. 21. The first concert is scheduled for Sept. 25 at 
Southwestern University’s Alma Thomas Theater. 

Tuition cost has yet to be determined, but Janda 
said it will be similar to the Austin Youth Orches-
tra’s fee of $100 a semester or $200 a year.

Auditions are open to all high school students, 
private, and home-school students, with the pos-
sibility of expanded age groups in the future. Janda 
said the number of musicians per section and the 
music for the orchestra will be determined after 
auditions.

JD	Janda,	director	of	youth	programs	for	the	Georgetown	Symphony	Society,	will	
conduct	the	new	Vivace	Youth	Orchestra	during	its	first	season,	along	with	guest	
instructors.
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Formed in 1999, the Georgetown 
Symphony Society is in its 11th 
season.

“The mission has basically been 
to bring world-class performances 
to the Georgetown area,” Charles 
Aguillion said.

The Georgetown Symphony Society 
coordinates concerts and creates 
youth outreach programs.
The organization works with the  

Georgetown Symphony Society

 
Georgetown Festival of the Arts, a 
three-day event scheduled for June 
2–5. This year’s focus is German 
composer and pianist Johannes 
Brahms. There will be lectures about 
Brahms and concerts in Georgetown. 
Tickets to individual events or to the 
entire festival will be available. Visit 
www.gtownfestival.org.

www.georgetowntexas 
symphony.org • 864-9591

Restoring Function, 
Returning Independence.

The Seton Institute of Reconstructive Plastic Surgery is the region’s only resource for five highly specialized centers 

of expertise in one place: The Hand, Breast, Wound Care, Craniofacial and Plastic Surgery Centers.

An intricate mechanism like the hand requires highly specialized care. The specialists of our 

HAND CENTER are fellowship-trained to diagnose and treat problems and diseases of the hands 

and wrists. We cover the Seton Family of Hospitals and offer services to treat everything from 

sports injuries to trauma reconstruction to congenital hand conditions. If your hands or wrists 

hurt, call us.  We’re lending a helping hand to restore function and improve quality of life for all in Central Texas.

To schedule a consultation at one of our three convenient locations, please call toll-free (877) 977-3866.

SetonPlasticSurgery.com



As tax season kicks into full swing, it is 
helpful to set up a well-organized system 
for storing tax documents as they are 
received. This will reduce the amount of 
time spent looking for them later.

Depending on the individual, below 
are some of the documents that taxpayers 
will need in order to have their tax return 
completed or complete it themselves:
•	 W-2 forms from employers
•	 1099 forms for interest, dividends, 

miscellaneous income and/or sale of 
securities

•	 K-1 forms from partnerships, estates, 
trusts and S corporations, all of which 
elect to pass corporate income, losses, 
deductions and credit to their sharehold-
ers for tax purposes. This information 

is not required to be sent to taxpayers 
before Sept. 15.

•	 Mortgage interest and property tax 
figures

•	 Documentation of charitable giving, 
whether it is cash or non-cash items

•	 Documentation of auto purchases and 
sales tax

•	 Health Savings Accounts information
•	 Tuition figures
•	 Settlement statements for real property 

sold or purchased

Filing requirements for 2010
Individual tax returns, whether elec-

tronically filed or mailed, are due April 18. 
If a taxpayer is unable to complete a return 
before the due date, that individual can file 

mid-to late February: 
•	 Schedule A, Itemized Deductions
•	 Form 3800, General Business Credit
•	 Form 4684, Casualties and Thefts
•	 Form 5405, First-Time Homebuyer 

Credit and Repayment of the Credit 
(Page 2)

•	 Form 6478, Alcohol and Cellulosic  
Biofuel Fuels Credit

•	 Form 8834, Qualified Plug-in Electric 
and Electric Vehicle Credit

•	 Form 8859, District of Columbia First-
Time Homebuyer Credit

•	 Form 8910, Alternative Motor Vehicle 
Credit

•	 Form 8917, Tuition and Fees Deduction
•	 Form 8936, Qualified Plug-in Electric 

Drive Motor Vehicle Credit

By Dale Ross, CPA

As Congress moved to extend cur-
rent tax rates late last year, it made a 
few other changes to the federal tax law. 
Some of those changes might affect 2010 
tax returns, although most are more 
likely to affect tax returns over the next 
two years.

IRA withdrawals: One significant 
change for 2010 has to do with IRA distri-
butions. Individuals over age 70 1/2 must 
withdraw some funds from any IRAs each 
year. With the extension of the tax rates 
for two years, Congress also extended a 
provision allowing those people to make 

the minimum IRA withdrawal, up to 
$100,000, and donate it to a charity, there-
fore minimizing the taxes on the manda-
tory withdrawal. The deadline for such 
donations was Jan. 3.

Deductions: Other aspects of the new 
law affect 2010 tax filers. The tuition and 
fees deduction, the $250 teacher supply 
credit and the deduction for sales tax in 
lieu of income tax (Texas filers) were re-
authorized. However, the special real estate 
tax deduction for taxpayers who do not 
itemize was not extended.

Alternative Minimum Tax: One of the 
biggest bonuses in the 2010 tax legislation 
is for taxpayers who face what is called 

the Alternative Minimum Tax (AMT). 
Congress devised the AMT years ago to 
make sure very wealthy and sophisticated 
taxpayers—who often found enough 
deductions to pay little to nothing—paid at 
least some taxes.

The problem developed when tax 
brackets were not adjusted for inflation 
and millions of middle-class taxpayers 
were pulled into higher tax brackets. The 
patch Congress put in place to help resolve 
this problem expired, but Congress has 
extended it for about 20 million middle-
class taxpayers. Otherwise, they could have 
faced thousands of dollars more in taxes 
for 2010.

Most of the 2010 Tax Relief Act will have 
an effect in 2011. While it does not affect 
2010 returns, knowing about the changes 
may help prepare for the 2011 tax filing 
season and possibly save on taxes.

In 2011, personal exemptions and stan-
dard deductions will rise and tax brackets 
will widen due to inflation. New dollar 
amounts affecting 2011 returns, filed by 
most taxpayers in early 2012, include the 
following:
•	 Payroll taxes are reduced by 2 percent-

age points. Social Security tax rate for 
the employee-portion will be reduced 
temporarily to 4.2 percent for 2011 only. 
The employer portion will remain at 6.2 
percent. The self-employment tax rate is 
temporarily reduced 2 percentage points 
to 13.3 percent for 2011 only. This means 
employees will pay less in Social Security 

taxes in 2011.
•	 The value of each personal and depen-

dent exemption, available to most tax-
payers, is $3,700, up $50 from 2010.

•	 The new standard deduction is $11,600 
for married couples filing a joint return, 
up $200; $5,800 for singles and married 
individuals filing separately, up $100; and 
$8,500 for heads of household, also up 
$100. The additional standard deduc-
tion for blind people and senior citizens 
is $1,150 for married individuals, up 
$50, and $1,450 for singles and heads of 
household, also up $50. Nearly two out of 
three taxpayers take the standard deduc-
tion, rather than itemizing deductions, 
such as mortgage interest, charitable con-
tributions and state and local taxes.

•	 Tax-bracket divisions increased for 
each filing status. For a married couple 

filing a joint return, for example, the 
taxable-income threshold separating the 
15 percent bracket from the 25 percent 
bracket is $69,000, up from $68,000.

•	 The maximum earned income tax 
credit (EITC) for low- and moderate- 
income workers and working families 
will rise to $5,751, up from $5,666 in 
2010. The maximum income limit for the 
EITC rises to $49,078, up from $48,362 
in 2010. The credit varies by family size, 
filing status and other factors, with the 
maximum credit going to joint filers with 
three or more qualifying children.

•	 The modified adjusted gross income 
threshold at which the lifetime learning 
credit begins to phase out is $102,000 
for joint filers, up from $100,000, and 
$51,000 for singles and heads of house-
hold, up from $50,000.

an extension, which will extend the filing 
deadline until Oct. 17. However, the exten-
sion is only an extension to file the return, 
not an extension to pay any tax that is due. 
Any tax due not paid by April 18 will be 
subject to penalties and interest. Anyone 
filing an extension should, as a rule of 
thumb, pay 110 percent of the taxes they 
paid the year before to avoid any penalties 
or interest. Any overpayment of taxes due 
can be refunded if too much is paid.

Forms unavailable for e-file until 
mid-to late February

Because Congress was late in mak-
ing changes to the tax laws for 2010, the 
IRS has not been able to update their 
e-file tax return acceptance system. The 
IRS announced that it will not be able to 
accept the following forms by e-file until 

Tax information

Where to get tax forms

•	George
town	Pub

lic	Library
,	402	W.	E

ighth	St.,	
	

930-3551

•	Hutto	P
ublic	Libr

ary,	205	W
est	St.,	75

9-4008

•	Taylor	P
ublic	Libr

ary,	801	V
ance	St.,	

352-3434

•	 IRS	For
ms	and	P

ublication
s,		

www.irs.g
ov/formsp

ubs/index
.html

Where to get help

Taxpayer Advocate Office

•	300	E.	
Eighth	St

.,	Room	1
36,	Austin

•	499-58
75

•	877-77
7-4778

•	Free	IR
S	problem

	assistanc
e	for	indiv

iduals		

and	busin
esses

IRS Taxpayer Assistance Center

•	825	E.	
Rundberg

	Lane,		

Austin,	TX
	78753

•	499-51
27

For	more
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isit	www.
irs.gov	or

	contact		

a	Certifie
d	Public	A
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CORRIDOR

South FM 1660

The county-maintained FM 1660 runs 
north and south of Hwy. 79 in Hutto. To the 
south, FM 1660 is dotted with businesses 
and neighborhoods before it begins to 
curve at the historical cemetery and 
ultimately intersects with Hwy. 95 north of 
Coupland. Here is a sampling of the points 
of interest on South FM 1660 between 
Hwy. 79 and Carl Stern Boulevard. 

Businesses

1   Michael Smith started Beyond 
the Limits in Hutto about two years 
ago, serving the needs of adults with 
developmental disabilities. Smith 
operates at 104 S. FM 1660 to provide 
advocacy and assist special-needs 
adults transition into the community. 
The business was recognized as 2010 
small business of the year by the Hutto 
Area Chamber of Commerce. In the 
future, Smith said he hopes to offer adult 
foster care services for individuals with 
developmental disabilities. Smith also 
serves on Place 6 for Hutto City Council. 
846-1030, www.beyondthelimits-hutto.com

Compiled by Suzanne Haberman

2   Hutto Self Storage, 110 S. 
FM 1660, offers about 300 climate 
controlled storage units, non-controlled 
units and parking spaces for self-
storage. Hutto Self Storage also sells 
moving boxes. Part of Private Mini 
Storage, the management offices are 
located at 646 W. Front St. 759-2466, 
www.private-mini.com

3   Shamra Brown opened Hugs above 
the Best Childcare Center on Oct. 26, 
2010. Brown is licensed to care for up to 
22 children ages 6 weeks to 5 years old. 
Before opening at 212 S. FM 1660, Brown 
provided home-based childcare. She is 
now enrolling. Hours are 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Monday through Friday. 759-3705,  
www.hugsabove.weebly.com

4   The Hutto Real Estate Resource 
Center, located at 216 S. FM 1660, 
houses several real estate-related 
businesses, including a real estate agent, 
insurance agency and a title company. 
Here is a rundown of some of the 

businesses in operation in the house that 
has been converted into office space:

Keller Williams Realtor Robert J. 
Fischer’s team deals with residential 
and commercial real estate in Central 
Texas. The team also does leasing.  
531-2888, www.robertjfischer.com 

Independence Title, a Texas real estate 
title closing company, has a branch in 
Hutto. In addition to providing real estate 
insurance, title searches, closing and 
title issuance, Independence Title offers 
classes, such as continuing education 
courses for real estate agents, roundtable 
discussions and cooking. 255-9593, 
www.independencetitle.com

Janet Widmer is the loan originator for 
United Lending LLC, a mortgage loan 
business. United Lending is a part of 
the larger company, Network Funding 
LP, started in Texas in 1998. Widmer 
has more than 10 years experience in 
Williamson County’s mortgage industry. 
296-2067, www.janetwidmer.com

5   Hutto Grocery, 550 S. FM 1660, 
Ste. 1, is a convenience store and 
Texaco gas station. 

6   Offering airbrush and bed tanning, 
Hottie Tan has been located at 550  
S. FM 1660, Ste. 4 for about two years. 
The shop also sells products, such as 
lotions, T-shirts, swimsuits and Scentsy 
flameless candles. Owner Sam Blair has 
a second Hottie Tan location in Austin at 
13945 N. US 183. 846-2303,  
www.hottietan.com

7   Nhung Pham has owned Jolie Nails, 
550 S. FM 1660, Ste. 5, for about two 
years. The salon provides pedicures, 
manicures, including acrylics, and eyebrow 
and facial waxing services. 846-2908

8   Maxie Family Hair Salon, 550 S. 
FM 1660, Ste. 6, has been open for about 
five years. The stylists offer highlights, 
colors, updos, and haircuts for children 
and adults. Maxie Cruz has been in the 
industry for more than 10 years and owns 
the salon with her husband, Rucilo Cruz. 
846-1866

Residential

 9   With 761 lots, Lennar Homes 
began building the Legends of Hutto 
neighborhood in 2001. Lennar Homes 
is now the builder for the 44 remaining 
lots. Residents of the homes at Legends 
of Hutto are members of the mandatory 
homeowners association. 795-8461, 
www.legendsofhuttohoa.com

10   Centex Homes is the builder at 
Creek Bend, where the company expects 
to finish the build-out of 465 homes this 
year. Neighborhood amenities include a 
playground, swimming pool, basketball 
courts and sand volleyball courts. Creek 
Bend has a homeowners association. 
759-2948, www.centexhomes.com

Transportation

The county updated the environmental 
assessment in winter 2009 to realign the 
north and south sections of FM 1660 
where it intersects Hwy. 79. The way it was 
originally designed, North FM 1660 is west 
of South FM 1660, so drivers have to take 
a short jog across the highway to get to the 
other side. Realignment would make the 
halves intersect at the same point on Hwy. 
79. The 2008 estimated cost of the project 
is $25.2 million for construction and utilities. 
Funds will come from Williamson County 
pass-through financing with the Texas 
Department of Transportation. A timeline 
for completion has not been determined.

This is a sample of businesses and organizations in the area. 
The list is not comprehensive.

2

3

 4

 8

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9
10

C
ou

rt
es

y 
W

ill
ia

m
so

n 
C

ou
nt

y

1660

Carl Stern Blvd.

79

W. 2nd. St.

Front St.



26 | FEaTURES | Community Impact Newspaper • Georgetown/Hutto/Taylor Edition

Attorneys At Law

PROUD AFFILIATE OF

TO PURCHASE YOUR TICKETS TODAY, CALL THE TOROS
OFFICE AT 512-236-8333 OR VISIT AUSTINTOROS.COM

BUY ONE, GET ONE
TICKET FREE!

REDEEM AT TICKET BOX OFFICE. SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY.
EXPIRES: 3/1/11.

SAT. FEB. 12TH AT 12:00PM
TOROS VS. RGV VIPERS

SPURS AFFILIATE DAY

THURS. FEB. 24TH AT 7:30PM
TOROS VS. NEW MEXICO T-BIRDS

THIRSTY THURSDAY

SAT. FEB. 26TH AT 7:30PM
TOROS VS. NEW MEXICO T-BIRDS

PRESENTED BY AUSTIN REGIONAL CLINIC
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Impacts

REGIONAL —Abridged stories from our other editions

Now Open
Leander Owner Loretta War-
ner reopened O’Leander Cafe 
in December at the Gateway 
Shopping Center, 1395 US 183 
S., Ste. 140, in Leander. The 
menu will continue to have 
Italian favorites and traditional 
Southern favorites such as 
country fried pork chops and 
chicken-fried steak. 259-3388

Round Rock Dream 
Machines of Austin opened 
Jan. 8 at 1401 N. I-35, Round 
Rock. This is the preowned 
motorcycle dealer’s second 
store, with another location in 
Dallas. The shop sells Harley-
Davidsons, Yamahas and Big 
Dog Motorcycles. It has more 
than 300 different motor-
cycles, including choppers, 
prostreet cycles and bobbers. 
735-5151, www.dreammachi-
nesofaustin.com

Round Rock Catrina 
Sorensen and Brenda Rhea 
will open The Carriage House 
Mercantile  in mid-February 
at 8 Chisholm Trail, Round 
Rock. The historical building 
once housed Round Rock’s first 
post office. Before opening, the 
owners traveled through eight 
states to find handmade items 
to find more than 30 artists 
who agreed to sell their work 
in the store. The gift shop also 
will sell handmade silk scarves, 
pottery, glasses, soap makers, 
purses and beeswax candles. 
244-6677

Cedar Park Offering select 
classes for adults and children, 
Austin Muay Thai and Jiu-
Jitsu opened Jan. 10 at 400  
W. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. A, in 
Cedar Park. Co-owner Justin 
Brooks teaches classes in 
Muay Thai kickboxing, wres-
tling and Brazilian jiu-jitsu. 
Open Mon.–Thu. 10 a.m.–8 
p.m., Sat. 9 a.m.–2 p.m. and by 
appointment. 498-9001  
www.austinmuaythai.com

Southwest austin Bryce 
Gilmore, the chef and owner 
of Odd Duck Farm to Trailer, 
opened his first restaurant, 
Barley Swine, at 2024 S. Lamar 
Blvd. on Dec. 29. The restau-
rant is a gastropub that focuses 
on pairing beer with rustic-
style food and is open 394-
8150, www.barleyswine.com

Cedar Park A year after 
announcing plans to build 
a $360 million water resort 
in Cedar Park, developers 
are still seeking the funds 
to finance the first phase 
of the project, said Rick 
Redmond, a partner in 
the Schlitterbahn resort 
development. 

Changes in bank loan 
regulations have made 
acquiring a loan more dif-
ficult and created  more risk 
for developers, Redmond 
said in December. 

As a result, the $75 
million Phase 1 could be 
reduced to $45 million, he 
said. The first phase is still 
projected to open in May 
2012 near FM 1431 and 
Parmer Lane. 

An estimated $6 million 
in city incentives hinges on 
timetables for the project’s 
construction. The incentives 
would reimburse develop-
ers for the cost of public 
infrastructure improve-
ments that would benefit the 
city, Redmond said. Additional 
reimbursements are available 
for a capped amount of the taxes 
generated by the park based on 
performance The timetables can 
still be met, but the likelihood 
narrows as time passes, Cedar 
Park Economic Development 
Director Phil Brewer said. 

Developers began raising funds 
in April and expected it would 
take six months, but they have 

Schlitterbahn developers search for funds

encountered difficulty finding 
favorable loans, Redmond said. 

Finding investors has not been 
challenging, but finding inves-
tors to sign a recourse loan has, 
Redmond said.

Partners formalized the proj-
ect with city officials in January 
2010, but final plans depend on 
funding and the park’s success, 
Redmond said. 
Full story by Victor O’Brien at
more.impactnews.com/11052

Top Stories

News

• The first phase is projected to 
open and include a 16-acre 
convertible water park along with 
other attractions, including a 
simulated skydiving ride. The initial 
estimated cost was $75 million. 

• The project must open by this 
date to qualify for $6 million in 
public infrastructure reimburse-
ments as part of an incentive 
package with Cedar Park. 

• Phases 2 and 3 are projected to 
cost $120 million and include a 
230-room hotel, 45,000 square 
feet of retail space, a conference 
center and a river walk to con-
nect attractions.

• Phases 2 and 3 must break 
ground within 24 months of 
phase one completion to qualify 
for additional incentives. 

• The fourth phase is an expansion 
of previously built aspects of the 
development. 

• Work on a massive expansion 
project to the first three phases 
of Schlitterbahn must start within 
four years of the completion of 
phase three to qualify for ad-
ditional incentives.
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MoPac may expand to four lanes; CTRMA considers options

New venture offers ‘pub on wheels’

Northwest austin Although 
construction is still a few years 
away, the Central Texas Regional 
Mobility Authority and its 
partners are in the middle of an 
environmental study to deter-
mine the most feasible way to 
expand MoPac and increase traf-
fic capacity to get people moving 
along the road faster.

“MoPac is going to get worse 
and worse, and we have very few 
options to make it better,” said 
Steve Pustelnyk, director of com-
munications with the mobility 
authority.

Since 1994, various improve-
ment studies have been 
started, but funding issues 
have caused them to start and 

Central austin One of Austin’s 
newest mobile entertainment 
operations is bringing recre-
ation, socializing, and food and 
drink into one outfit that rarely 
stands still.

PubCrawler of Austin, launched 
in 2010, fits up to 10 passengers 
who help pedal the bicycle-type 
vehicle down Austin streets, 
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stop throughout the years. In 
July 2010, CTRMA, the Texas 
Department of Transportation, 
the City of Austin and Capital 
Metro restarted the process 
and presented 10 improvement 
options.

However, after receiving 
public comment and reassessing 
the options, planners narrowed 
down a list to five possible selec-
tions, which were presented at 
open house forums in December.

Options include the addition 
of one high-occupancy vehicle 
lane in each direction. An HOV 
lane is for vehicles carrying 
at least two occupants and is 
geared toward carpools, van-
pools and transit vehicles, as well 

as emergency vehicles 
and first responders.

A second option 
could add one express 
lane in each direction. 
The express lane would 
be a priority lane for 
buses and vanpools 
and be subject to a toll 
that would vary based 
on demand and time of 
day. The third option 
would add a general-
purpose lane, for any 
type of traffic, on each 
side of MoPac.  
Full story by Beth Wade and 
Bobby Longoria at more.
impactnews.com/11311
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moving up to a speed of 5 miles 
per hour. Two other passengers 
also take up space—the bartender 
who dispenses beer or wine and 
the company-designated driver.

Riders of the PubCrawler can 
choose from one of six routes 
throughout Austin.

Full story by Andrea Leptinsky at
more.impactnews.com/11253

Southwest austin McKin-
ney Falls State Park, a 744-acre 
tract of land south of Austin in 
Travis County, was named after 
frontiersman and entrepreneur 

McKinney Falls State Park
Thomas F. McKinney and the 
two waterfalls cut by Onion 
Creek. Now used for activities 
such as hiking, swimming, 
mountain biking, road biking, 
picnicking, fishing and wildlife 
observation, the land was once 
a part of a larger 40,000-acre 
property with a rich history. 

McKinney moved to the 
property on Onion Creek in 
1850, and he lived at the ranch 
until his death in 1873.
Full story by Niamh Marnell at
more.impactnews.com/11268
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REAL ESTATE

Riverwalk
Hutto – 78634

205 Creston St.  $159,750
4 Bedroom / 2.5 Bath 2,477 sq. ft.
Agent: Bettye Turner
241-1745

103 Altamont St. $145,900
3 Bedroom / 2 Bath 1,508 sq. ft.
Agent: Dave Clinton
533-1411 

619 Holbrooke St.  $129,900
3 Bedroom / 2 Bath 1,533 sq. ft.
Agent: June Green
966-2225

227 Altamont St.  $99,000
3 Bedroom / 2 Bath 1,503 sq. ft.
Agent: Kelly Freeman
699-9431 

Data	compiled	by	
Nason	Hengst	
Keller	Williams	

775-7900	
nason@nasoncompany.com	

79

130
TOLL FM

 6
85

Riverwalk D
r.

No. of homes 
for sale

No. of homes 
under contract

Avg. days on 
the market

29 6 100	

No. of homes sold 
in the past year

Square footage
Low/High

Selling price
Low/High

28 1,358/1,375	 $	100,147/$166,019

On the market  (As of Jan. 25, 2011)

Featured homesOverview

Home sales  (Jan. 1, 2010–Dec. 31, 2010)

Build-out year: Still building

Builders: D.R. Horton

Square footage: 1,300–2,550

Home values: $99,000–$201,000

HOA dues (estimated): $28/month

Amenities: Pond, soccer fields, a community 
center and separate swimming pools for adults 
and children

Nearby attractions:  The Dell Diamond, 
access to Brushy Creek via hike-and-bike trails,  
Star Ranch Golf Club

Property taxes:

Williamson County $0.4600 
Williamson County FM/RD $0.0300 
Williamson County ESD No. 3 $0.1000 
City of Hutto $0.5076 
Hutto ISD $1.5350 
Upper Brushy Creek WCID 1A $0.0200
Total (per $100 value) ______________$2.6526

Schools:

Nadine Johnson Elementary School 
Farley Middle School 
Hutto High School

Closing cost and “No interest payment for 6 months” offer available through participation in the Preferred Buyer Rewards Program and financing through Pulte Mortgage LLC.  Buyers participating in the Preferred Buyer Rewards Program receive a credit at closing in an amount that is up to 3% of the purchase
price of the home for the payment of approved closing costs, including discount points, and prepaids.  Based on this example, any buyer, including a buyer not participating in the Preferred Buyer Rewards Program, will receive at closing a credit up to 3%, which may be used for payment of 

approved closing costs and prepaids.  Total of both credits may not exceed 6% of purchase price.  Any unused amount of either of these credits is the property of Pulte Homes, and may not be applied to purchase price.  This example is based on a VA 30 year fixed rate mortgage with temporary buydown, 5.000% rate/5.187%
Annual Percentage Rate. Sales price $176,000, loan amount $179,784 which includes 2.15% VA Funding Fee.  The monthly payment of $1,264.29 includes principal, interest, and estimated property taxes and hazard insurance.  Seller to pay the interest portion of the monthly payment for the first 6 payments.  Based on this
example, the seller would contribute $749.10 for the first six payments reducing the borrower's monthly obligation to $515.19.  Beginning with the 7th payment and for the remainder of the loan term, the borrower is responsible for the total monthly payment of $1,264.29.   Loans must be for a primary residence.  Rates,
terms, and conditions are subject to change without notice.  All loans are subject to underwriting and loan qualifications of the lender.  Pulte Mortgage LLC is an Equal Opportunity Lender.  NMLS Entity #1791.

512.759.2948

interestno

for
payments

months6

new year, new home sales event

Save hundreds monthly. To make the most of this special offer,
you must act now! Hurry in and save big! Home must close by
March 31, 2011. 

Creek Bend • Hutto • Homes from the $100s
1,201–2,043 sq. ft. home plans
Pool • Basketball Court • Picnic Pavilion
Wide selection of move-in ready homes

community impact hutto ad 10x6.04_Layout 1  12/29/10  11:50 AM  Page 1
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Market Data Georgetown, Hutto and Taylor

Price Range

Number of homes for sale Average days on the market

Georgetown Hutto Taylor Georgetown Hutto Taylor

Less	than	$100,000 10 27 53 125 110 144

$100,000–$149,900 84 86 58 147 115 180

$150,000–$199,900 137 32 20 162 190 304

$200,000–$299,900 161 12 7 137 91 168

$300,000–$399,900 75 7 8 240 274 136

$400,000–$499,900 42 3 1 194 159 207

$500,000–$749,900 30 1 1 190 240 13

$750,000–$999,900 19 3 1 402 185 132

$1	million	+ 5 1 1 202 349 168

Month

Number of homes sold Average price

Georgetown Hutto Taylor Georgetown Hutto Taylor

Jan.	2011 54 21 8 $246,471 $139,860 $116,963

Jan.	2010 56 8 5 $244,426 $139,828 $65,123

Dec.	2010 83 34 8 $251,577 $144,339 $102,850

Nov.	2010 70 31 9 $214,978 $119,002 $79,906

Oct.	2010 67 29 9 $238,842 $150,324 $95,275

Sept.	2010 70 37 13 $243,168 $131,814 $117,737

Aug.	2010 76 33 9 $212,512 $137,414 $102,412

July	2010 56 20 10 $219,695 $131,853 $129,046

June	2010 84 32 11 $215,385 $148,787 $99,692

On the market  (Jan. 1–31, 2010) Monthly home sales

Market	Data	provided	by	
Nicole	Boynton

Austin	Suburban	Properties	
289-4663	|	nicole@512buyhome.com

Property Listings ZIP code guide
78626	East	Georgetown
78628	West	Georgetown
78633	Northwest/Lake	Georgetown	area
78634	Hutto
76574	Taylor

405	Harbor,	Georgetown	 $281,000

30222	Oak	Tree	Drive,	Georgetown		$299,900

215	Valley	Oaks,	Georgetown	 $145,500

ZIP code City Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Price Sq. ft. Agent Phone Agency

78626 Georgetown Casas	Navarrete 2004	Maple 3br/2ba $109,500 964 Paula	Thomas 818-1717 Prudential	Texas	Realty

78626 Georgetown Churchill	Farms	 114	Trotter 4br/2ba $188,900 2,722 Don	Johnson 818-0812 Coldwell	Banker	United	Realtor

78626 Georgetown Country	Creme	Estates	 180	CR	155 4br/2ba $239,000 1,962 Susie	Jones 818-7060 ERA	Colonial	Real	Estate

78626 Georgetown Crystal	Knoll	Terrace	 103	Wisteria 3br/2ba $145,000 2,022 Patricia	Martin 818-4106 Coldwell	Banker	United	Realtor

78626 Georgetown Dimmit	 609	15th 2br/1ba $179,000 1,062 Bertha	Godinez 635-4222 Coldwell	Banker	United	Realtor

78626 Georgetown Katy	Crossing 196	Tanner 3br/2ba $144,000 1,532 Sherri	Revier 769-6000 ERA	Colonial	Real	Estate

78626 Georgetown Katy	Crossing	 308	Adkins 3br/2ba $142,900 1,312 Diane	Waters 657-4750 Keller	Williams	Realty

78626 Georgetown Pleasant	Valley	 215	Valley	Oaks 4br/2ba $145,500 1,537 Judith	Copple 864-2500 Keller	Williams	Realty

78626 Georgetown R	M	Ranch	 475	CR	104 5br/3ba $380,000 3,075 Wally	Wilson 659-8690 RE/MAX	Centx	Assoc.

78626 Georgetown Shell	 711	Fifh	St. 5br/1ba $149,900 2,859 Leslie	Taylor 818-6366 RE/MAX	Centx	Assoc.

78626 Georgetown South	San	Gabriel	 909	16th 2br/1ba $65,000 840 Chip	Edmiston 869-6386 RE/MAX	Centx	Assoc.

78626 Georgetown Stonehedge 712	Belmont	Drive 3br/2ba $172,400 2,891 Don	Johnson 818-0812 Coldwell	Banker	United	Realtor

78628 Georgetown Berry	Creek	 30109	Saint	Andrews 4br/2ba $289,900 2,670 Rita	Snyder 468-2867 Keller	Williams	Realty

78628 Georgetown Berry	Creek	 30222	Oak	Tree	Drive 3br/2ba $299,000 2,658 Terri	Butt 868-9839 Keller	Williams	Realty

78628 Georgetown Cimarron	Hills	 105	Spearpoint 4br/4ba $1,250,000 5,556 Kathryn	Scarborough	Bechtol 970-1355 Turnquist	Partners,	RealtorS

78628 Georgetown Gabriel	Heights 103	Janis 2br/2ba $155,000 1,652 Michael	Hulse 689-0867 Keller	Williams	Realty

78628 Georgetown Logan	Ranch 214	Logan	Ranch 4br/2ba $399,999 2,836 Marcy	Urban 413-5842 Urban	Homes	and	Land

78628 Georgetown Reata	Trails 115	Arrowhead	Lane 4br/2ba $279,900 2,843 Terri	Butt 868-9839 Keller	Williams	Realty

78628 Georgetown Reserve	at	Berry	Creek 113	Liscio 5br/5ba $340,000 4,524 Diane	Tran 560-5155 Prudential	Texas	Realty

78628 Georgetown San	Gabriel	Heights 109	Spanish	Oak	Circle 4br/2ba $179,900 2,429 Jessica	Allen 514-3136 Sellstate	Classic	Realty

78628 Georgetown Villages	of	Berry	Creek 7746	Squirrel	Hollow 4br/2ba $175,000 2,036 Edward	Lui 761-6474 Mars	Hill	Realty	Group

78628 Georgetown Whitetail	 274	Buck	Bend	 5br/4ba $369,000 3,029 Robert	Sedlor 517-8241 Coldwell	Banker	United	Realtor

78633 Georgetown Fountainwood	Estates	 2016	Fountainwood	Drive 4br/2ba $319,000 2,269 Kathy	Stafford 626-9559 Keller	Williams	Realty

78633 Georgetown North	Lake	 405	Harbor 3br/2ba $281,000 1,742 Rita	Snyder 468-2867 Keller	Williams	Realty

78633 Georgetown Shell	Ranch	 300	Westbury	Lane 6br/4ba $294,500 3,537 Wally	Wilson 659-8690 RE/MAX	Centx	Assoc.

Our experts know FIT Matters.

Come see our incredible selection of styles, sizes and widths.

1011 Ultimate Crosstrainer

WOMEN’S: (2A) 6.5-12 (B) 6-12
(D) 6-12 (2E) 6.5-11
MEN’S: (2A) 9.5-16 (B) 9-16
(D) 7-16 (2E & 4E) 7-15

993 Heritage Runner

WOMEN’S: (2A)7-12 (B) 6.5-13 (D) 6-11
MEN’S: (B)10-16 (D) 7.5-16 (2E & 4E) 8.5-15

201 University Oaks Blvd. #790

(near Ikea in the University Oaks

Shopping Center)

Round Rock, TX 78665

512-610-3990

GRAND
OPENING!

ROUND ROCK

FREE GIFT

with

purchase

in February!
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REAL ESTATE

Property Listings

104	Garner	Cove,	Georgetown	 $169,070

202	Monarch	Trail,	Georgetown	 $214,900

1413	Gilmore,	Taylor	 $139,900

268	Greenside,	Georgetown	 $199,900

106	Warner	Bend,	Hutto				 		$99,900

For more residential real estate listings, visit more.impactnews.com/11439

Residential	real	estate	listings	added	to	the	market	between	1/19/11	and	2/03	/11	were	included	and	provided	by	the	Austin	Board	of	Realtors,	www.abor.com.	Although	every	effort	has	been	made	to	ensure	the	timeliness	and	accuracy	of	
this	listing,	Community Impact Newspaper	assumes	no	liability	for	errors	or	omissions.	Contact	the	property’s	agent	or	seller	for	the	most	current	information.

ZIP code City Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Price Sq. ft. Agent Phone Agency

78633 Georgetown Shell	Ranch 268	Greenside 4br/2ba $199,900 2,073 Terri	Butt 868-9839 Keller	Williams	Realty

78633 Georgetown Sun	City	Georgetown 131	Huntville	Cove 3br/2ba $184,670 1,393 Matthew	Menard 947-8787 Keller	Williams	Realty

78633 Georgetown Sun	City	Georgetown 125	Blacksmiths 2br/2ba $259,900 2,201 Don	Stacy 869-0223 The	Stacy	Group

78633 Georgetown Sun	City	Georgetown 124	Six	Flags	Drive 2br/2ba $138,900 1,119 Susie	Jones 818-7060 ERA	Colonial	Real	Estate

78633 Georgetown Sun	City	Georgetown 107	Persimmon 2br/2ba $209,950 1,915 Don	Stacy 869-0223 The	Stacy	Group

78633 Georgetown Sun	City	Georgetown 303	Stardust	Lane 4br/3ba $795,000 3,295 Pokey	Delwaide 818-9300 ERA	Colonial	Real	Estate

78633 Georgetown Sun	City	Georgetown 130	Travis	Drive 3br/2ba $304,000 2,502 Pokey	Delwaide 818-9300 ERA	Colonial	Real	Estate

78633 Georgetown Sun	City	Georgetown 310	Portsmouth 2br/2ba $134,900 1,397 Terri	Butt 868-9839 Keller	Williams	Realty

78633 Georgetown Sun	City	Georgetown 106	Summer	Ridge 2br/2ba $336,000 2,070 Don	Stacy 869-0223 The	Stacy	Group

78633 Georgetown Sun	City	Georgetown 202	Monarch	Trail 2br/2ba $214,900 1,850 Jeanette	Geron 966-6145 ERA	Colonial	Real	Estate

78633 Georgetown Sun	City	Georgetown 121	Mill	Creek 2br/2ba $145,630 1,099 Matthew	Menard 947-8787 Keller	Williams	Realty

78633 Georgetown Sun	City	Georgetown 123	Mill	Creek 2br/2ba $165,710 1,465 Matthew	Menard 947-8787 Keller	Williams	Realty

78633 Georgetown Sun	City	Georgetown 245	Monument	Hill	Trail 3br/2ba $178,950 1,597 Pokey	Delwaide 818-9300 ERA	Colonial	Real	Estate

78633 Georgetown Sun	City	Georgetown 121	Bright	Leaf	Trail 2br/2ba $162,500 1,467 Sherri	Revier 769-6000 ERA	Colonial	Real	Estate

78633 Georgetown Sun	City	Georgetown 118	Rain	Lily	Lane 2br/2ba $169,500 1,568 Pokey	Delwaide 818-9300 ERA	Colonial	Real	Estate

78633 Georgetown Sun	City	Georgetown 107	Purple	Sage	Drive 2br/2ba $191,000 1,640 Cay	Melanson 966-0295 The	Stacy	Group

78633 Georgetown Sun	City	Georgetown 102	Plover	Pass 1br/2ba $130,000 1,085 Virginia	Lazenby 818-0988 ERA	Colonial	Real	Estate

78633 Georgetown Sun	City	Texas	 104	Garner	Cove 3br/2ba $169,070 1,393 Matthew	Menard 947-8787 Keller	Williams	Realty

78633 Georgetown Sun	City	Texas	 104	Lost	Peak 2br/2ba $204,255 1,629 Matthew	Menard 947-8787 Keller	Williams	Realty

78633 Georgetown Sun	City	Texas	 118	Lost	Peak 2br/2ba $248,615 1,702 Matthew	Menard 947-8787 Keller	Williams	Realty

78633 Georgetown Sun	City	Texas	 119	Lost	Peak 3br/2ba $227,838 1,896 Matthew	Menard 947-8787 Keller	Williams	Realty

78633 Georgetown Sun	City	Texas	 122	Lost	Peak 2br/2ba $249,160 1,702 Matthew	Menard 947-8787 Keller	Williams	Realty

78633 Georgetown Sun	City	Texas	 203	Lost	Peak 2br/2ba $210,740 1,702 Matthew	Menard 947-8787 Keller	Williams	Realty

78633 Georgetown West	Ridge	 203	Ocatillo 3br/2ba $95,000 1,953 Leslie	Taylor 818-6366 RE/MAX	Centx	Assoc.

78633 Georgetown Woodlake 317	Cedar	Lake 4br/2ba $250,000 3,743 Marcy	Urban 413-5842 Urban	Homes	and	Land

78633 Georgetown Woods	Fountainwood	 205	Bobbys 4br/3ba $445,000 3,161 Lena	Lansdale 818-0229 Keller	Williams	Realty

78634 Hutto Country	Estates	 118	Steven 3br/2ba $99,000 1,648 Lisa	Salinas-Gruver 423-5781 Best	Agents	in	Texas

78634 Hutto Country	Estates	 106	Warner	Bend 3br/2ba $99,900 1,366 Michelle	Sheehan 251-4950 Gaston	&	Sheehan	Realty

78634 Hutto Country	Estates	 104	Kaki 3br/2ba $137,900 1,903 Sheri	Brummett 970-8809 Coldwell	Banker	United	Realtor

78634 Hutto Creekside	Estates	 510	Meadowside 3br/2ba $119,500 1,485 Terri	Salyer 632-3761 Keller	Williams	Realty

78634 Hutto Hutto	Highlands 122	Colthorpe	Lane 4br/2ba $189,995 2,120 John	Mick 401-9306 RE/MAX	Capital	City

78634 Hutto Hutto	Square	 110	Holland 4br/2ba $114,900 1,636 Paulette	Bostur 751-4567 Prudential	Texas	Realty

78634 Hutto Lakeside	Estates 228	Saint	Marys 3br/2ba $106,000 1,235 Kerry	Jackson 903-5355 Keller	Williams	Realty

78634 Hutto Mcqueen	 2575	CR	107 3br/2ba $149,900 1,584 Jann	Benton 930-5266 Coldwell	Banker	United	Realtor

78634 Hutto Riverwalk	 311	Riverwalk	Drive 3br/2ba $129,000 1,556 Chad	Goldwasser 420-0300 Goldwasser	Real	Estate

76574 Taylor Murphy	 1521	CR	129 3br/2ba $85,000 1,216 Cynthia	Harrison 789-2614 Keller	Williams	Realty

76574 Taylor Smith	W	C 1413	Gilmore 3br/2ba $139,900 1,926 Bo	Brasfield 947-5713 Brasfield	Real	Estate

By  Andrew Lloyd Webber & Tim Rice
Directed by  CLIFFORD BUTLER

CALL FOR TICKETS OR PURCHASE ON-LINE

(512) 869-7469
WWW.THEGEORGETOWNPALACE.ORG

SUPPORTED IN PART BY

The Texas Commission on the Arts

GREAT MUSIC
IN THIS MOVING,

THEATRICAL PORTRAIT!

5
Weekends

February 18
to March 20

The Palace Theatre in Georgetown presents


