
A new Capital Area Rural 
Transportation System transit 
station is coming to Georgetown. The 
station is being designed to leave a 
minimal carbon footprint by using 
solar panels and a wind turbine.  | 5

The City of Taylor’s financial 
department earned an award for 
excellence in financial reporting 
from the Government Finance 
Officers Association. The award was 
presented to the department at the 
Jan. 14 city council meeting. | 5

Downtown Georgetown offers a 
multitude of dining and gift options 
for Valentine’s Day. Check out a few 
suggestions for places located close 
to the Square. | 28
 
The ethanol content in gasoline 
sold in Williamson County has gone 
up, and it has a direct effect on your 
wallet. But the increase isn’t one that 
happened overnight. | 31

The Hutto City Council voted to 
issue up to $10 million in certificates 
of obligation to fund utility and park 
improvements. About $8 million of 
the issuance will be used to purchase 
the local wastewater treatment plant. 
more.impactnews.com/6843

Cimarron Hills in Georgetown 
has been sold to Arizona-based 
developer Desert Troon Companies. 
Desert Troon plans to implement 
new club operations and increase 
residential construction.  
more.impactnews.com/6878

What’s News    

What’s Online    
www.impactnews.com

Largest distributed newspaper 
in Central Texas

Seven editions • 446,300 circulation

www.impactnews.com
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FEB. 14 A Night to Remember The Sirloin 
Stockade in Taylor hosts a Valentine’s Day dinner, 
including complimentary parking and flowers. | 5

FEB. 27 Jonah’s Annual Chili Supper The 
community will  host its annual tradition of dancing, 
food and live music performed by the Taylor Czech 
Chorus Band. | 5

What’s Ahead 

CONTINUED ON | 30

New sports complexes offer cities financial home run

CONTINUED ON | 27

New sites to attract outside traffic•	
Gives locals a big, modern place to play•	

Story Highlights

Interim chief, higher morale usher department into 2010

What’s Inside    
Check out the 
2010 Election 
Guide for local 
information. | 24 

By Andrea Leptinsky
For a public safety organization that 

serves a population of nearly 50,000, the 
Georgetown Police Department has faced 
several hurdles when it comes to continu-
ing a well-maintained—and unblemished—
reputation.

In late 2008 a Georgetown police officer 
pleaded guilty to kidnapping and sexual 
assault charges. Six months later results 
from a personnel survey revealed officers’ 
disappointment in their administration. 
Regardless, the police force has entered the 
new year with a brighter look and a renewed 
effort to serve its city well. 

“There are still lots of things that need 
to be done better, but what we don’t see are 
violent crimes,” said Mel Pendland, George-
town Chamber of Commerce president. “And 
that’s an important distinction from where 
we are and other places. It’s difficult to drive 
across this town without seeing a squad car. 
And that’s a very good thing.”
Revisiting the past

In 2008 former police Sgt. Jimmy Lewis 
Fennell Jr. was sentenced to 10 years in prison 
after pleading guilty to felony charges of kid-
napping and improper sexual activity with a 
woman in custody. 

The problems continued in April 2009 when 
a morale survey of 49 police officers found the 

By Suzanne Haberman
Two sports complexes coming 

to Williamson County are primed 
to capitalize on the youth sports 
industry. The recently constructed 
Taylor Regional Park and Sports 
Complex and the proposed ath-
letic center at Gateway Crossing 
in Georgetown will be open for 
tournaments and training.

“It’s amazing the millions and 
millions of dollars that kids’ sports 
generates,” commercial developer 
Mike Ogden said.

Youth baseball, softball and 
soccer teams pack the area’s parks 
nearly year-round, but when it 
comes time for tournaments, the 
large-scale events are often held 
out of town. If Georgetown and 
Taylor had facilities to accommo-
date events, new money could be 
funneled into the local economy, 

something that the designers 
behind Taylor Regional Park and 
Sports Complex and the pro-
posed Gateway Crossing athletic 
center are poised to accomplish.  
Gateway Crossing

In Georgetown, commercial 
developers Ogden and Ben Dan-
iel are two of the three entrepre-
neurs behind 
Gateway Cross-
ing, a sports 
complex and 
30-acre devel-
opment near the 
intersection of 
N. E. Inner Loop 
and CR 151. The 
third party requested to remain 
anonymous to protect his current 
employment until they break 
ground on the project. Developers 
hope to begin construction on the 
$50 million project this spring.

Gateway Crossing’s main fea-
ture will be a 72,000 sq. ft. indoor 
athletic center. Half of the facility 

will be dedicated to basketball 
and the other half to field sports 
such as soccer, football, lacrosse 
as well as track and field. 

The indoor fields and courts 
will be available for use by local 
leagues and sports teams for a 
fee. Outside, however, toward the 
center of the development, the 

designers plan 
on transforming 
the grassy areas 
around a water 
quality pond into 
athletic fields 
that will be open 
to the public free 
of charge. 

Ogden and Daniel have secured 
two tenants for the athletic cen-
ter. 

“What they have is passion 
for their business. What they 
don’t have is a building,” Daniel 
said. “As developers, we can help 

Gateway Crossing
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majority of surveyed officers felt extremely 
dissatisfied with their administration.

The survey was administered by the Texas 
Municipal Police Association, a law enforce-
ment support organization. The TMPA’s sur-
vey concluded that of officers surveyed:

97 percent disagreed morale was high•	
92 percent disagreed the administration •	
managed officers effectively

M
at

t P
ai

nt
er

86 percent disagreed the chief was a good •	
leader of employees
“I think for a while, after the Fennell inci-

dent and with the cloud hanging over the 
department, things felt very stagnant,” said 
Officer Andre Mason, a 10-year veteran of the 
department. “We felt like we were going to be 

Officers from the 
evening shift meet 
with Sgt. Jim Seals, 
far left, and Sgt. 
Amy Janik, top right, 
before beginning 
their work day. 
The Georgetown 
Police Department 
operates two shifts 
per day and employs 
78 police officers.

2009

Brent Schacherl instated 
as interim chief

David Morgan accepts  
demotion, re-enters  
department in new position 

Ju
ne

Initial police chief  
candidate declines  
city’s offer, search  
for new chief  
resumes

N
ov

.

David Morgan steps 
down as chief 

M
ay

Offer made to initial 
police chief candidate

O
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TMPA survey 
conductedLeadership

Changes

“We could make the Central 
Texas area a hot spot for 
youth tournaments.”

– Michael De Vito
Recreation Superintendent

The athletic complex 
at Georgetown’s future 
commercial development, 
Gateway Crossing, will cater  
to a variety of sports.
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We Dream, Design, and Develop 
Architecturally Signifi cant, 
Financially Successful, 
Socially Valuable Projects 

Contact us to learn more about our potential to collaborate on landmark projects.
501 SOUTH AUSTIN AVENUE BUILDING 2 | GEORGETOWN, TEXAS 78626 

Tel: (512)819-9900 | email: info@tamiro.com francisco@tamiro.com

Architect and Developer, Francisco Choi is the 
founder of FTC Architects, PC, a full-service architecture 
fi rm, and Tamiro Ventures, Ltd., a commercial real estate 
development company.  Mr. Choi formerly worked with 
the largest and best known architects and fi rms in the 
World including I. M. Pei,  Kohn Pedersen Fox, RTKL 
and in association with Cesar Pelli Architects and Michael 
Graves Architects.  His design experience and projects span 
the globe from Texas renovations to a 60-story corporate 
headquarters.  He is experienced in all phases of design, 
management and development of mixed-use projects, 
hotels, libraries, educational/research/medical facilities, 
numerous residential-types, and major renovations and 
restoration projects of retail, warehouses, and restaurants.  

Since 1996, Francisco Choi and his companies have served 
Central Texas with full architecture, project development 
and construction services.  Tamiro Ventures, Ltd. is a whol-
ly-owned real estate development company that performs 
full-service-integrated architect-as-developer services for 
Mr. Choi’s investments and on behalf of others.

PRACTICE FOCUS

• Exciting Mixed-Use Developments
• Lifestyle Centers
• Unique Restaurants
• Ultra High-End Homes
• Sustainable Design

DESIGN and 
DEVELOPMENT SERVICES

• Site analysis / feaasibility analysis
• Strategy development
• Conceptual design
• Due diligence / preliminary pro forma
• Project design / refi ned pro forma
• Obtain entitlements 
• Construction and 
Construction Management
• Lease-up / sales
• Operations and Management

CENTRAL TEXAS 
PROJECT HIGHLIGHTS

• 25,000 sqft Home at Barton Creek
• 42 town homes development in Austin 
• 42 acre Industrial Park Master Plan, 
Hur Industrial Park 2, Cedar Park
• Mixed-Use Tamiro Plaza in Georgetown
• 220,000sf mixed-use in Austin
• Several exciting projects in the pipeline
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Matt Painter
mpainter@impactnews.com

When I first started driv-
ing, gasoline was 83 cents 
per gallon and I could fill 
up my dad’s truck at the 
Diamond Shamrock (now 

a Valero) on Williams Drive for about $20. 
Fast forward to April 2008 and the cost to 
fill the gas tank in a similar truck was just a 
dollar shy of $100. Like many of you, I dis-
covered that three digits left of the decimal 
was a real attention grabber.

Thankfully the cost of gas has gone 
down since then, but recently something 
else captured my attention while fueling 
up. On local gas pumps, I started notic-
ing small signs that read, “May contain up 
to 10 percent ethanol.” Around the same 
time I also noticed that my gas mileage had 
decreased for no apparent reason.

I presumed one of two things had oc-
curred: either the signs had been there all 
along and I just had a heavy right foot, or 

something had changed. Our staff started 
asking some questions, and it turns out 
there has been a recent change. It struck us 
as odd that something that affects so many 
people—a new blend of gasoline—would 
receive such little attention.

Reporter Suzanne Haberman takes an 
in-depth look this month at the ethanol 
that is now in your gasoline, and what 
it means to both your vehicle and your 
wallet. I don’t consider our mission  to be 
that of “watchdog journalists,” but when 
something suddenly changes that affects 
all of us financially, I think we have the 
responsibility to shed some light on what 
is really going on. I hope you find this edi-
tion particularly useful.

General Manager’s Note  Contents
 4 Community Impacts

 6 Business Profiles 
  R&D Molders, Inc.   
  Hippo Academy 
  Wooden Heart Antiques & Refinishing

 10 Neighborhood Dining 
  Plaka Greek Café

 11 Nonprofit Profile 
  American Heart Association’s  
  Mission Lifeline

13  Transportation Report 
  Chandler Road

 14 News Updates

 17 Local History 
  Georgetown High School 

 18 Community Corridor 
  Austin Avenue Medical Plaza

 20 Community Profiles 
  Police chiefs

 23 City and County Notes

 24 Election Guide 2010

28  Valentine’s Day guide

 31 Inside Information 
  Local gasoline’s ethanol content

32  Regional Report 
  Abridged stories from our other editions

34  Real Estate Report

821 Grand Avenue Parkway, Ste. 411
Pflugerville, TX 78691 • 512-989-6808

www.impactnews.com

Publisher / Chief Executive Officer
John P. Garrett, jgarrett@impactnews.com

Georgetown/Hutto/Taylor
General Manager | Matt Painter
Market Editor | Andrea Leptinsky
Reporter | Suzanne Haberman
Account Executive | Katy Berry, Sharon Morgan
Lead Designer | Kristin Bruno
Staff Writers | Patrick Brendel, Melissa Mixon 

impactnews.com
General Manager | James Wickett

Editorial management
Associate Publisher | Claire Love
Executive Editor
Cathy Kincaid, ckincaid@impactnews.com
Managing Editor | Shannon Colletti
Assistant Managing Editor | Rebecca Nordquist
Creative Director | Derek Sullivan
Ad Production Manager | Tiffany Knight

Administrative management
Chief Operating Officer | Jennifer Garrett
Chief Financial Officer | Darren Lesmeister
Business Director | Misty Pratt
Circulation & Operations Manager | David Ludwick

About us

Community Impact Newspaper, owned by local 
businessman John Garrett, is Central Texas’ fastest 
growing news organization. We now distribute 
to more than 500,000 homes and businesses in 
six markets in Central Texas and one in northwest 
Houston.

Subscriptions

Subscriptions to our other editions are available for 
$3 per issue. Visit impactnews.com/subscribe

Contact us
News or press releases | ghtnews@impactnews.com

Advertising inquiries | ghtads@impactnews.com

Reader feedback | ghtfeedback@impactnews.com 

M • E • D • I • A
I N C O R P O R A T E D



©2010 JGMedia, Inc., All Rights Reserved. No reproduction of any 
portion of this issue is allowed without written permission from the publisher.

“ I couldn’t keep my mind 
on my work anymore—all 
I could think about was 
antiques.” 

 —Conner Lindsey, owner 
of Wooden Heart Antiques  

& Refinishing, on why  
he opened his business

“I have to take the time to 
listen to what their needs 
are and what’s important 
to them.” 

 —Brent Schacherl, 
Georgetown interim 

police chief, on managing 
his department

8

27

Reader Feedback impactnews.com

Online-exclusive content
Visit our home page for up-to-date 

community news, information and a full calendar 
of local events. Find us online at  
impactnews.com/ght.

Impact your inbox
Sign up to receive Community Impact 
Newspaper’s weekly update featuring local 

news, and you will be automatically entered to win a 
$100 Tiff’s Treats gift card. 
The drawing will be held Feb. 28, 2010.

impactnews.com/signup

Local shopping. Local savings.
Find additional offers and coupons online 

at savings.impactnews.com.

Stay connected 24/7
For the latest community news follow us 

on Twitter at impactnews_ght.

Local doctors. Local choices.
Browse and search doctor listings at

health.impactnews.com.

In This Issue

IN THE ARBORETUM AREA.IN THE ARBORETUM AREA
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HS 250h RX IS

“Two-way traffic allowed near 
Star Ranch”
more.impactnews.com/6447

“They need to remove the ‘Do Not Enter’ sign 
in front of Star Ranch! If you exit at Gattis 
School Road (heading north) and turn left at 
the blinking red light/stop sign, it directs both 
lanes to turn left instead of allowing one lane 
to drive straight into the community. People 
usually do anyway, but it just needs to be 
changed on the signage.” 

—TR

Georgetown residents: Do you feel safe 
in your city?

See more poll results at impactnews.com/polls

Results from an unscientific web survey, collected 
2/1/10-2/5/10

Yes
94%  
No
6%  
No opinion
0%
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Healthy Smiles 
Start Here!

Georget ow n Ped i atr ic 
Dent istry specializes in 
treating children from 
infancy through young 
adults. We want your child’s 
visit to the dentist to be a   
fun, educational and positive 
experience. Our goal is to 
provide your children with 
beautiful smiles, in a dental 
environment they 
love to visit.

• No-Cavity Club
• Play Area 
• Movies & Headphones
• Gentle & Kid-Friendly
• Interactive Gaming Wall

Kenny Havard, DDS
Travis Hildebrand, DDS

4402 Williams Dr., 
Ste. 106 in Georgetown

512-869-4100

We are located just behind the 
McDonald’s on Williams Drive.

GeorgetownPediatricDentistry.com

yyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyy   

phones

All Major 
Insurance   
   Plans 
  Accepted

Board-Certified Pediatric Dentists
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Georgetown
Just Opened
1  Charity Bingo recently opened at 

6590 S. Lakewood Drive. A portion 
of the proceeds collected from bingo 
games, which are played at 2 p.m. and 
3:45 p.m. daily, benefit Texas nonprofit 
organizations. The Texas Lottery 
Commission is responsible for regulating 
bingo in the state. Call 863-8811 or visit 
www.texascharitybingo.com.

2  George and Clifton Van Cleave 
opened the 24-hour gym Snap Fitness, 
3316 Williams Drive, Ste. 125 on Jan. 
16. Members pay monthly for services 
including personal training, access to 
equipment and a tanning booth. Snap 
Fitness is a franchise  

with approximately 1,200 locations 
worldwide. Call 591-7899 or visit  
www.snapfitness.com.

3  Gregg and Lisa Gatlin opened Pillar 
Financial Group at 700 S. Austin Ave., Ste. 
101 on the Square above Quenan’s Jewelers. 
The firm is an independent branch of 
LPL Financial, providing comprehensive 
financial planning and investment 
management services. Call 869-6500 or 
visit www.pillarfinancialgroup.com.

4  The Austin Avenue Medical Plaza, a 
100,000 sq. ft. complex for medical offices 
recently built at 3201 S. Austin Ave., has had 
an influx of new and relocated businesses 
since its grand opening in November 2009. 
See Community Corridor on Page 18 for 
details about the development and tenants.

 
Kelly Cameron, proprietor of the 
nonprofit organization Uncommon 
Women, recently started Kelly Cameron 
Photography. She offers site-specific 
photo shoots, as well as sessions at her 
in-home studio. All customers receive the 
photos on a disk and can order prints and 
published booklets. Call 639-6908 or visit 
www.kellycameronphotography.com.

Anniversary
5  St. David’s Georgetown Inpatient 

Rehabilitation Department, 2000 Scenic 
Drive, celebrated its 10th anniversary in 
January with a renovation. The center 
also added new equipment to enhance 
patients’ rehabilitation process. Call  
943-3000 or visit www.stdavids.com.

Community Impacts  |  Georgetown, Hutto and Taylor
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Sponsored by

News or questions about Georgetown, Hutto or Taylor? 
E-mail ghtnews@impactnews.com.

Calendar events for print must be submitted by the 22nd 
of the month. Submit events and find our Central Texas 
calendar online at www.impactnews.com/calendar.

February
12 Georgetown Swirl on the Square
Valentine’s Day celebration with shopping, fine dining, an 
auction and wine sampling 

Historic Georgetown Square, 710 Main St. • 6 p.m. • $25
930-2027 • www.mainstreetgeorgetown.com 

13 “Williamson County” Book Signing
Georgetown authors Chris Dyer and Lisa Worley present their 
book detailing county history

Barnes & Noble, 2701 Parker Road, Ste. A-700, Round Rock 
2-4 p.m. • Free • 600-0088 • www.arcadiapublishing.com

14 A Night to Remember
Valentine’s Day dinner with complimentary valet parking 
and flowers; reservations required 

Sirloin Stockade, 3607 N. Main St., Taylor • 6:30–8 p.m. 
$49 (couple) • 352-9424 • www.taylorchamber.org

19 Next Step Job Seekers Club
Unemployed residents can attend this biweekly meeting to 
take part in discussions and encouragement for job seeking

Hill Country Bible Church, 151 Exchange Blvd., Ste. 300, 
Hutto • 7:30 a.m. • Free • 299-0760 

20 Paws for Mardi Gras
Dog walk and dog and owner costume contest benefiting 
the Georgetown Animal Shelter

San Gabriel Park, 445 E. Morrow St., Georgetown • 8:30 
a.m. • $25–$30 • 930-3527 • www.paws.georgetown.org

Winter Concert
Southwestern University partners with the Austin Civic 
Orchestra for a music medley. 

Alma Thomas Theater, Southwestern University, 1001 
E. University Ave., Georgetown • 7:30 p.m. • $10 (at the 
door), $8 (students), $3 (under age 12) • 782-9713
www.southwestern.edu • www.austincivicorchestra.org

Presentation on the life of Robert McAlpin  
Williamson
Performance based on Williamson County’s namesake, 
sponsored by the Daughters of the Republic and The 
Williamson Museum

Georgetown County Courthouse, 710 Main St. • 10 a.m.  
Free • 365-2073 • www.drt-inc.org 
www.williamsonmuseum.org

Hutto Area Chamber of Commerce Annual  
Banquet and Silent Auction

Dell Diamond’s United Heritage Center, 3400 E. Palm Valley 
Blvd., Round Rock • 6:30 p.m. • 759-4400 • www.hutto.org

25 Open Hearts Opening Doors Workshop
Scott & White Healthcare’s medical, social work and 
chaplaincy teams speak on caregiving

Sun City Social Center, America Room, 2 Texas Drive, 
Georgetown • 9:30 a.m.–4:30 p.m. • Free • 547-7337
www.sw.org

26–28 Bowl for Kids’ Sake
The annual event features a rock star theme and will help 
raise money for Big Brothers Big Sisters of Central Texas; 
food, drink, T-shirts, team photo and door prizes are 
provided. 

Highland Lanes, 8909 Burnet Road, Austin • times vary 
teams of five must raise a minimum of $625 • 472-5437 
www.bigmentoring.org

27 Jonah Community’s Annual Chili Supper
Dinner and live music by the Taylor Czech Chorus Band 
benefiting the Old Jonah School

Old Jonah School, E. Hwy. 29 and CR 126, Jonah   
5–8 p.m. • $7.50 (adults), $3.50 (children under 12)  
863-4916
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The Taylor Family YMCA added a children’s playscape 
designed to provide exercise options and entertainment.

15
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Dragonfly Floral and Gifts, owned by Cindy Allen-Lott, 
received an award as an exemplary small business in January. 

11

Remodeled
6  Veterinarians at Northwest Pet 

Hospital, 3701 Williams Drive, celebrated 
the completion of an extensive remodel 
with an open house Feb. 6. Added were 
two exam rooms, an emergency care 
unit, dental area, isolation unit and office. 
Northwest Pet Hospital offers routine 
and preventative medicine, surgery and 
dentistry for dogs and cats. Call 863-9200 
or visit www.northwestpethospital.com. 

7  Cheng Lin and Yao Gao, owners 
and executive chefs of Hayashi Sushi & 
Grill, 1019 W. University Ave., Ste. 105, 
revamped the restaurant’s menu, offering 
more grill items at lower prices. Call  
868-9686 or visit www.hayashigrill.com.

Renamed
8  Optometrist Bhavesh Patel changed the 

name of his practice from Patel Eye Care to 
Texas State Optical, 1102 S. Austin Ave., 
Ste. 102, after joining the 74-year-old TSO 
network. Patel specializes in eye health 
and vision, offering glasses or contact lens 
fitting. Call 240-5862 or visit  
www.eye-see-you.net. 

Under Construction
9  Capital Area Rural Transportation 

System is building a new transit station 
at 3620 S. Austin Ave. The facility has 
been designed to leave a minimal carbon 
footprint. A 60 ft. wind turbine visible 
from IH 35, solar panels, electric car 
charging stations and rainwater collection 
system are some of the features that 
will help CARTS operate off the grid. 
When the station opens in late spring or 
early summer, CARTS will offer public 
transportation options including van, bus 
and carpool services. Call 800-456-7433 or 
visit www.ridecarts.com.

In the News
10  The National Institutes of Health 
awarded a $750,000 grant to Intralink-
Spine Inc., 111 Cooperative Way, 
Ste. 210, on Feb. 1. With the Small 
Business Innovation Research Grant, 
founding doctor Thomas Hedman said 
in a statement he hopes to complete 
preclinical tests to advance the company’s 
lower back pain treatment. Intralink-
Spine Inc. is a member of the Texas Life-
Sciences Collaboration Center. Visit  
www.intralinkllc.com.

Hutto
In the News
11  The Small Business Commerce 
Association awarded Cindy Allen-Lott, 
owner of Dragonfly Floral and Gifts, 
202 Farley St., the 2009 Best of Business 
Award in the flower shop category. 
Selected based on customer feedback, 
Dragonfly Floral and Gifts was honored 
for being an exemplary small business 
that impacts the economy. Call 846-1777 
or visit www.dragonflyfloralandgifts.com.

The credit rating provider Standard and 
Poor’s upgraded the City of Hutto’s 
financial management status from good to 
strong and maintained the A+ bond rating. 
The city had to reassess its credit rating in 
order to issue bonds this year. As a result 
of the favorable status, the city was able to 
issue bonds at a lower interest rate. Call 
759-4048 or visit www.huttotx.gov.

Under New Ownership
12  Snuffy’s Place, 204 W. Hwy. 79, is 
back to being Snuffy’s after a two-year 
stint as Fat Thompson’s. Dave and Beth 
Figge, owners of the historic building, 
took over the bar and restaurant in 
December and offer a wide range of menu 
options, liquor, wine and beer, featuring 
Texas brews. Call 846-1084.

Taylor
Just Opened
13  Personal trainer Jason Straseske and 
his wife, Amanda, opened HT Fitness, 
3100 N. Main St., Ste. 101, in February. 
The 24-hour, family-owned gym is a 
full-service fitness facility with cardio 
equipment, free weights, personal training, 
boot camps and group classes such as 
aerobics, spin and zumba. Call 352-6860  
or visit www.htfit.com.

14  The consignment and resale store, 
Panther’s Outlet, opened mid-January at 
512 W. Second St. Co-owners J.D. Shaw 
and Lea Curley bring the business model 
from Liberty Hill, where Curley’s mom had 
been operating a shop for five years. They 
accept consignments and donations of all 
types and will sell plants in the spring.  
Call 844-7233.

Ribbon Cuttings

15  The Taylor Chamber of Commerce 
helped the Taylor Family YMCA, 106 
W. Lake Drive, celebrate the opening of 
a children’s indoor playscape Jan. 11. For 
children ages 3 to 9, the playground has 
tube slides and spyglasses. Call 365-9622 
or visit www.ymcagwc.org.

In the News

16  Rob Bauman, president of the Taylor 
Chamber of Commerce, 1519 N. Main 
St., stepped down from his position in 
late January. Call 352-6364 or visit  
www.taylorchamber.org.

The City of Taylor’s financial department 
earned the Certificate of Achievement for 
Excellence in Financial Reporting from the 
Government Finance Officers Association 
of the United States and Canada in 
January. The honor is the highest form of 
recognition for governmental accounting 
and financial reporting. Call 352-5448 or 
visit www.taylortx.gov.

Community Events
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Hutto’s bar and restaurant Snuffy’s Place, formerly Fat 
Thompson’s, is under new ownership as of January. 

12
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Architecture at the Capital Area Rural Transportation 
System’s new transit station includes solar panels and a wind 
turbine to generate renewable energy.

9

St
aff

Northwest Pet Hospital celebrated the completion of its 
facility on Williams Drive. Two exam rooms, an emergency care 
unit and a dental care area were all added as a part of the project.

6
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By Suzanne Haberman
In 1974 retired military colonel 

W. Cavett Brown founded a 
custom injection and blow mold-
ing business, R&D Molders, Inc., 
in Austin. His first big job was a 
contract to manufacture plastic 
canteens for the U.S. Army. 

Thirty-six years later, R&D 
Molders has grown into a family 
business. Cavett’s son and grand-
son continue making the same 

Gregory C. Brown and Greg Brown II, father and son, work in the family’s plastic molding business.

water bottles, in addition to an 
expanded line of plastic products. 

When Gregory C. Brown 
started working for his father 
in 1978, he thought he was just 
biding his time while he looked 
for his dream job. He is now the 
president of the company.

Cavett still swings by R&D 
Molders to mange the accounting, 
but Gregory oversees the daily 
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operations. His son Greg Brown II 
signed on full time as the compa-
ny’s director of business develop-
ment in 2006.

“Every once and a while, you do 
have all three generations in here,” 
Greg said.

The Browns’ dedication over the 
past 36 years has helped the com-
pany grow. Since moving from 
Austin to Georgetown in 2007, 
R&D Molders has increased its 
operating space and doubled the 
number of employees to about 80 
people. Staff man the five injection 
molding machines and 12 blow 
molding machines 24 hours a day. 

Growth has not derailed R&D 
Molders from its original business 
model, which included product 
research and development. The 
letters in the business name reflect 
those services.

“Because we are a custom mold-
er, every time we make something, 
it typically is something that has 
not been made before,” Gregory 
said. “So there is a lot of ‘R’ and ‘D’ 
work that goes into it.” 

Making the one-quart plastic 
canteens also set a precedent for 
the methods the company uses in 
production today.

“The cap and the strap of the 
canteen are injection molded 
while the actual body, or canteen 
itself, is blow molded,” Greg 
said. “That’s where we started in 
both processes and continued 
until now.”

Most plastic molding com-
panies focus on one method, so 
offering both gives R&D Molders 
a competitive edge.

To make the cap and strap for 
the canteen, a mechanism injects 
melted plastic into a hollow mold 
and then is cooled and released 
onto a conveyer belt for trim-
ming and assembly. To make the 
bottle, a tube of pliable plastic gets 
clamped between two molds while 
jetted air inflates the plastic inside 
like a balloon, forcing it into the 
shape of a canteen. Staff then pack 
the products onto crates and ship 
them off to companies that com-
missioned the work, or directly to 
customers.

“As time went on, we branched 
into doing more and more custom 
molding, which means we’re mak-
ing more and more parts for other 
clients.” Gregory said. “We’re on 
seven days a week now, and we 
can’t make parts fast enough.”

R&D Molders, Inc. 
107 Park Central Blvd. 
763-3600
www.rdmolders.com

Business Profile  |  R&D Molders, Inc.  Georgetown
Park Central 

Blvd.

Co Rd 111

Co Rd 116

I-35

N

Products made at R&D Molders
Medical containers• 
Soap dispensers• 
Disinfectant wipe dispensers• 
Fishing lures• 
Computer casings• 
Sharp disposal containers• 
Knife sharpeners• 
Water bottles• 

Canteens were R&D Molders first major product.

3121 Northwest Blvd. . Georgetown, TX 78628
Main 512.868.5055       Metro 512.930.3700       Fax 512.868.5077

Put Your Sleep Problems to Rest at
Georgetown Sleep Center.  
Do you suffer from daytime sleepiness or fatigue?
Do you snore? Difficulty concentrating? 

You may have a sleep disorder that can cause serious threats to your 
health. Georgetown Sleep Center offers complete sleep diagnostic and 
treatment services to help solve your sleep problems. 

A state-of-the-art sleep center featuring 12 beautiful bedrooms with 
full baths, custom-designed to put your comfort first. Offering 
personalized care, our team of registered sleep technologists is led by 
Dr. Jim Curlee and Dr. Keilty Darnall.

Self Referrals Welcome!         
Most Insurance Accepted.

Accredited by the American
Academy of Sleep Medicine

Jim Curlee, DO, FCCP, D, ABSM             Keilty Darnall, MD, D, ABPN
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Teri L. Marek, DDS

512-846-2646

123 Ed Schmidt Blvd. #100
Hutto, TX 78634

www.HuttoPremierDentistry.com
I-35

13079
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19

John F. McEntire, DDS

Hippo Academy
101 Taylor St.
846-1094
Monday–Friday, 6:30 a.m.–6:30 p.m.
www.hippoacademy.com

Hippo Academy will soon be able to care for more children once the room on the west side of the building is remodeled.
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By Andrea Leptinsky
Looking after dozens of children day 

after day requires patience and dedi-
cation—two qualities Hippo Academy 
owner and director Jeannie Alcalar 
shows on a daily basis.

“I have two small children, and I just 
enjoy what I do,” said Alcalar about her 
daycare business, located at 101 Taylor 
St. Alcalar said she opened the business 
about 18 months ago to build off her early 
childhood education degrees.

Hippo Academy is the daily home of 22 
children between the ages of 6 weeks and 
5 years old. The center previously hosted 
an after-school program for children up 
to 12 years old, but the center is at its 
maximum capacity for students and has 
temporarily suspended the program. 

It is easy for a daycare teacher to be 
busy during the day, but for Alcalar, her 
school was busy before it opened its doors.

“We were full before we opened,” she 
said. “We even had a waiting list. We had 
a banner out in the yard saying we were 
going to open soon and just had people 
coming in.”

The building has a handful of rooms 
dedicated to the care of children, com-
plete with bright colors, child-friendly 
toys and multicolored artwork dotting 
the walls. With one teacher to every four 
children, business is running smoothly 
for everyone involved, Alcalar said. 

“I plan on doing this for a long time,” 
she said. “We have some really good 
parents. We have good parents and good 
kids, and that makes it a nice work day, a 
nice work atmosphere.”

A positive environment—as well as 
a full capacity—has Alcalar thinking 
ahead to opening a second childcare 
location, she said. If more parents of 
prospective students continue to show 
an interest in enrolling their children 
at the daycare, Alcalar said she would 
work toward opening a new location. For 
now, she fixing up a room at the school 
and turning it into an additional daycare 
area. Once that happens, Alcalar said, 
more teachers will be hired and new 
students will be enrolled.

As for working in Hutto, Alcalar said 

being a business owner has been a great 
experience, so much so that she’s become 
involved in other local activities outside 
of work.

“Everybody here that has a business 
is really nice,” Alcalar said. “Everybody 
gets along in the community. I’m on the 
baseball and softball league committees 
… we just have a lot of things going on. It 
makes it a nice little town.”

Taylor St.

79

FM
 1

66
0 

Farley St..

N

Children’s school work decorates the walls of Hippo Academy.

Business Profile  |  Hippo Academy  Hutto

Canteens were R&D Molders first major product.
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Business Profile  |  Wooden Heart Antiques & Refinishing  Taylor

By Suzanne Haberman
At Wooden Heart Antiques 

& Refinishing, collector and 
refinisher Conner Lindsey deals 
mostly in a specific niche of 

antique furniture. 
The merchandise that lines 

his showroom floor is turn-of-
the-century oak—formidable 
desks, china cabinets, mantels 
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and dressing tables—built be-
tween 1890 and 1920. He espe-
cially seeks out pieces ornately 
carved with griffins, lions and 
clawed feet.

Lindsey started collecting 
antiques during the 1970s while 
working as a draftsman for a 
cross-country oil and natural 
gas line company. The history 
behind the antiques fascinated 
him and collecting became more 
than a hobby.

“I couldn’t keep my mind on 
my work anymore,” Lindsey 
said. “All I could think about 
was antiques. It just took over 
my life.”

Lindsey realized he could not 
collect antiques as much as he 
would like while traveling nearly 
full time with his job. So in 1977 
he changed careers, settled in 
Kansas where he was raised and 
opened his first antiques store. 

Twenty-five years later, Lind-
sey and his wife, Sharon Gau-
gler, moved to Texas after she 
accepted a job offer at an Austin 
A+ Federal Credit Union. Texas 
felt like home to both of them—
to Gaugler because she grew up 
here, and to Lindsey because he 

discovered the area to be a haven 
for antiques. 

“Texas is more into preserv-
ing history than a lot of places,” 
Gaugler said, citing the high 
value placed on historic homes.

To house the nine semi-trucks’ 
worth of collectibles the couple 
brought from Kansas, Lindsey 
and Gaugler bought the former 
Swift & Co. meat packaging 
plant in Taylor. Built in 1930, the 
building has three stories, total-
ing 26,000 sq. ft. 

 “We have filled it up, let me 
tell you,” Lindsey said.

The first floor has been 
converted into a showroom 
and warehouse for Lindsey’s 
business. The second story is 
completely dedicated to his 
restoration workshop, brim-
ming with tools, projects and 
old wood—the only wood with 
which he likes to work.

Restoration just comes with 
the territory, Lindsey said. Over 
his years as an antiques dealer, 
he has taught himself almost 
all he knows about sanding, 
stripping, staining, veneering 
and carving. He also creates 
some original pieces from the 

Wooden Heart Antiques & 
Refinishing 
105 Vance St. 
365-6178
www.woodenheart.net

Third story: Loft living  
The former 1930s Swift & Co. meat-
packaging plant where Conner Lindsey 
opened his antique store eight years 
ago is a three-story building, but only 
the first two are dedicated to Wooden 
Heart Antiques & Refinishing. The 
couple lives on the third floor, which 
they have revamped into a stylish loft. 
Nothing in their home is modern except 
the appliances. 

materials he acquires. For exam-
ple, he created a custom pedestal 
sink and matching mirror out of 
wood from a church’s pulpit. 

“When you buy furniture, [it 
is often] rough, and a lot of it you 
have to redo for people,” he said. 
“Most of them really have no 
idea how wonderful the piece is.”

W 2nd St.

Vance St.

95

W 1st St.

Conner Lindsey restores turn-of-the-century furniture at Wooden Heart Antiques & Refinishing.

N

Our new laser delivers 
superior Lasik results
n   The newest and latest technology at Scott & White Eye Institute
n   No hidden fees
n   Convenient appointments and reasonable pricing

You deserve the best.  
Call 866-724-VIEW (8439) for your FREE Lasik screening. 

2401 S. 31st Street, Temple, TX 76508  |  sw.org

YOUR CHOICE.

THE TRUSTED CHOICE.

Calvin Eshbaugh, MD
Refractive eye surgeon  
and fellowship-trained  
ophthalmologist $1,400.00 PER EYE
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we are 
your roof’s 
best friend

  BARKER BONES

$1,500

BARKER
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Owner George Betondo, a native of Athens, Greece, owned three restaurants before opening his Georgetown café.
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By Melissa Mixon 
It was a missed job opportunity that 

first landed George Betondo in the restau-
rant business. 

Greek-born Betondo wanted a job as a 
machinist, but he knew so little English 
when he first arrived in the United States 
in 1969 aboard a ship from Japan, that 
Betondo couldn’t get the job he wanted. 
Instead, he took a job working at a Greek 
restaurant in Houston—a holdover until 
he could find a machinist position. 

“I worked in the kitchen with a very good 
Greek chef who taught me everything, and 
I enjoyed cooking,” Betondo said.

Now, more than 40 years later, Betondo 
has owned four restaurants over the 
years, with his latest, Plaka Greek Café, in 
Georgetown. 

The café opened off of IH 35 in March 
2008 to a stellar debut. Betondo and his 
cooks prepared food for about 50 people, 
an amount that Betondo had said he 
would be happy with if that many people 
showed up on the first day. 

“The first night, there came 240 people 
and we ran out of food,” Betondo said. 
“We stayed here until two in the morning 
to prepare for the next day, and the next 
day the same thing happened.” 

Aside from there being only a handful 
of Greek restaurants in the area, Betondo’s 
food pleases customers because it is 
authentic. All of the recipes were either 
picked up from when Betondo worked at 
the Houston restaurant or he created them. 

For instance, the café’s falafel is made 
with traditional ingredients—ground chick-
peas and herbs and spices—but Betondo 
also gives it his own special touch by adding 
mashed potatoes, spinach and garlic. 

The falafel wrap ($4.99) comes with 
freshly cut cucumbers, tomatoes and 
onions and is served with tzatiki, a cu-
cumber yogurt that’s made with a host of 
ingredients including sour cream, lemon 
juice, mint and oregano. 

For a sampler of some of Plaka’s special-
ties, try the combination plate ($8.99). 
This dish is packed with chicken and 
gyro, both of which are marinated for 
24 hours and roasted on slow-turning 

rotisseries, a feta salad, Greek-style meat-
balls and tiropita and rice pilaf. 

Attribute the food’s good taste to Be-
tondo’s recipes and the time and opportu-
nities that he’s had to perfect them.

After working in the Houston restau-
rant for three years, he finally did get that 
machinist job he wanted by opening his 
own shop. 

During that time, he bought two restau-
rants, but the hours and the financial risk 
proved to be too much and he eventually 
closed them.

In 2001, after his wife of 32 years died 
of cancer, Betondo sold the shop and 
moved to the Austin area, where his 
daughter lived. Though he’d planned on 
retiring, he was not ready to.

“I asked around to see if there were any 
Greek restaurants here and they told me 
there’s not,” he said. 

After helping open Zorba’s in Round 
Rock, Betondo ventured on his own and 
opened the Athenian Grill in downtown 
Austin, but he sold it after two years to 
open the Georgetown restaurant. 

For a man who came to America know-
ing no one and speaking only a little 
English, Betondo has found a place—and 
a following—in Georgetown. 

“[Customers are] like family. I know 
everybody because we have a lot of repeat 
customers who sit here and put their 
tables together at night and just talk and 
eat and enjoy,” Betondo said. “And I enjoy 
that, too.” 

Neighborhood Dining  |  Plaka Greek Café  Georgetown
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Plaka Greek Café 
115 IH 35
863-5008
Monday-Saturday 11 a.m.–9 p.m. 
www.plakagreekcafe.com

Texas Oncology–Round Rock
2410 Round Rock Ave., Ste. 150

Round Rock, Texas 78681
512-341-8724

Texas Oncology–Cedar Park
1401 Medical Parkway B, Ste. 412

Cedar Park, Texas 78613
512-260-6050

Texas Oncology–Seton Williamson
301 Seton Parkway, Ste. 104

Round Rock, Texas 78665
512-687-2300

www.TexasOncology.com

SURVIVE 
CANCER
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ACCEPTING MOST MAJOR INSURANCES.  
CALL TO SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT. 

W W W . A L L E R G Y C E N T E X . C O M

WE TREAT CEDAR FEVER! CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT TODAY!
H 1 N 1  V A C C I N E S  A V A I L A B L E

Adult & Pediatric Allergy
Asthma & Clinical Immunology

1201 Sam Bass Rd.  •  Round Rock, TX 78681 (512) 388-1861
103 N. Bell Blvd.  •  Cedar Park, TX 78613 (512) 610-3388
6600 S. Mopac Expwy Ste. 2180  •  Austin, TX 78749 (512) 892-3336
4204 E. Stan Schlueter Lp.  •  Killeen, TX 76542 (254) 690-2800

1508 LEANDER RD.  •   GEORGETOWN, TX 78628

� 5 1 2 �  9 3 1 � 2 2 8 8

Certifi ed Physician Assistant

JENTRY RIDDLE, PA-C
DONNA PROKOP-FETTIG, PA-C

DR. BRIAN TERRY MILLER
DR. UDAY K. REDDY

DR. ANTHONY R. HENRY
Diplomate American Board of Allergy and Immunology
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Nonprofit Profile  |  American Heart Association’s Mission Lifeline

Joyce Leatherwood led an active lifestyle just months before her STEMI heart attack in 2008.
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By Rebecca Nordquist
Joyce Leatherwood calls 

herself a preacher—practically 
a fundamentalist, she says—for 
spreading the word on women’s 
heart attack symptoms. That’s 
because on New Year’s Eve in 
2008 she mistook a STEMI heart 

attack—the most dangerous kind 
because of blockage of a major 
blood vessel—for indigestion. 

She was unaware that most 
people have a 90-minute win-
dow to undergo treatment before 
it becomes deadly. Almost seven 
hours passed between the onset 

of Leatherwood’s first symptoms 
and her emergency helicopter 
flight to an Austin hospital.

“When I was conscious again 
[after the angioplasty], I asked 
Dr. Z, ‘How did this happen to 
me?’ He smiled and said, ‘Just 
lucky, I guess,’” said 56-year-old 
Leatherwood, whose doctor was 
“her hero,” Frank Zidar of the 
Heart Hospital of Austin.

Mission Lifeline, one of the 
American Heart Association’s 
newest initiatives, targets po-
tential STEMI (or ST segment 
elevation myocardial infarction) 
victims like Leatherwood and 
educates them on symptoms—
men’s and women’s—and when 
to call 911. The program also 
helps improve emergency medi-
cal services and establishes the 
protocol for diagnosis, treatment 
and where to take the patient—
because not all hospitals are 
STEMI receiving.

“This is a culmination of a lot 
of individual efforts and orga-
nizations’ efforts to change the 
landscape in the [11] counties 
we serve to develop uniformity 
of how we take care of a STEMI 
patient from the time they 

recognize their symptoms to 
getting treatment in an efficient 
way,” said Dr. Robert Wozniak 
of Cardiovascular Specialists of 
Texas and co-chair of Mission 
Lifeline’s Capital Area Trauma 
Regional Advisory Council, 
formed in June 2009. 

In addition to Wozniak, more 
than 90 area professionals serve 
on the council, including co-
chair Zidar and representatives 
from the Seton Family of Hospi-
tals and St. David’s HealthCare. 
And the collaboration between 
hospital groups like Seton and 
St. David’s—which he deems 
“fierce competitors” outside of 
Mission Lifeline—is not lost on 
Wozniak, who’s affiliated with 
St. David’s in north Austin and 
Round Rock.

“We’re getting rid of operat-
ing independently in a silo for 
a diagnosis for the No. 1 killer 
of men and women,” he said. 
“We’re going to say collectively 
this is a problem, and we’re go-
ing to tackle it as one team.”

While participation from 
healthcare professionals and 
hospitals is crucial to Mission 
Lifeline’s success, Wozniak 

noted there is room for patient 
education, legislative efforts and 
an opportunity for people with 
other expertise to get involved.

“You’re doing something that’s 
going to have a major impact for 
a long time,” he said. “There are 
plenty of people who could make 
a difference.”

COVERT AF ABILITY
TRUCK
MONTH
IS BACK!
2010 FORD F150 SUPERCREW XLT

w/Chrome
Pkg

#878, MSRP $36,160 
Ford Factory Rebate $3,500 

FMCC Cash $1,000 
Covert Discount $6,800 

Offer expires 2/7/10

LINCOLN - MERCURY

SAVE

OFF MSRP 
OR

$11,300
OFF MSRP W/FMCC (1)

NEW 2010 FORD F150 REG CAB

$16,988 +TT&L

OR 

$15,988 
+TT&L w/$500 FMCC(1)

#332 MSRP: $22,805, Ford Fact. Rebate: $1,500, 
FMCC Cash $1,000, Covert Discount $4,317

NEW 2010 FORD F150 SUPERCREW
KING RANCH 4X4

$13,000
OFF MSRP 

OR 

$14,000 
+TT&L w/$1,000 FMCC(1)

#871 MSRP: $61,260, Ford Fact. Rebate: $3,500, 
FMCC Cash $1,000, Covert Discount $9,500

5.4L! V8! 
NAVIGATION!
MOON ROOF!

345-4343
11514 Research Blvd.

Duval Rd.183

Balcones Woods

Jollyville Rd.

COVERT FORD

OPEN SUNDAY

All vehicles subject to prior sale. All prices plus TT&L. Photos for illustration purposes only. #1 volume Ford dealer claim based on Sept. 2009 Ford Motor Co. for Sales Report for Zone T for overall vehicle sales. 0% Financing. W.A.C. only see dealer for details 0% APR for 60 months = $16.67 
per $1000 Finances. (1) $1000 FMCC cash, must Finance w/FMCC, W.A.C, *0% for 36 months equals $27.78 per $1000 fi nances. W.A.C. w/Ford Credit.  All prices, incentives and rebates also subject to change.

2009 Lincoln MKZ
27 MPG
V6! Auto!
Leather!

Moonroof! 
Sync!

Navigation! 
Rear Camera! 

THX Audio 
System! 

19’ Alloys!

28 MPG
Moonroof! 
Sync! Step 
Bars! CD!

MSRP: $34,785
Covert Disc: $3,797

Fact. Rebate: $5,000

MSRP: $25,430
Covert Disc: $2,042

Fact. Rebate: $2,000

MSRP: $43,675
Covert Disc: $5,187

Fact. Rebate: $2,500
FMCC Cash $1,000

$25,988+TT&L $21,388+TT&L
$35,988+TT&L

or $34,988 +TT&L 
W/$1,000 FMCC (1)

#4900014 #36#4900002

New 2010 Mercury MarinerNew 2009 Lincoln MKS

Bring Us Their Best Deal And...

0% Financing Available On Most Models!!*0% Financing Available On Most Models!!*
We’ll Beat It!!

0% Financing Available On Most Models!!*
We’ll Beat It!!

SAVE

O S

$10,300

American Heart Association
10900 Stonelake Blvd., Ste. B, 
Austin
338-2400
www.americanheart.org

Signs of a heart attack
Heart attack symptoms for men 
and women are similar, but women 
are more likely to experience 
shortness of breath, nausea and 
vomiting, and back or jaw pain.

Chest discomfort• 
Discomfort in upper body, • 
including pain in one or both 
arms, the back, the neck, the jaw 
or stomach
Shortness of breath• 
Breaking out in a cold sweat, • 
nausea or lightheadedness

Source: American Heart Association

For additional information visit  
www.americanheart.org/missionlifeline



12  |  February 2010   Community Impact Newspaper • Georgetown/Hutto/Taylor Edition

Korey Howell Photography. Go Red and Go Red for Women are 
trademarks of AHA. Red Dress Design is a trademark of U.S. DHHS.

Too many women die each year 

because they are unaware that 

heart disease is their No. 1 killer. 

One in three women suffers in 

silence, and almost one woman 

dies every minute of this largely 

preventable disease.

That’s why Heart Hospital of Austin 

is committed to saving lives as the 

“City Goes Red” cause sponsor of 

the American Heart Association’s 

2009-2010 Go Red For Women® 

campaign in Austin. Learn more at 

www.GoRedForWomen.org.

Conveniently located in Georgetown 
in the Austin Avenue Medical Plaza

3201 South Austin Avenue, Suite 370
Georgetown, TX 78626

www.Georgetown-ENT.com

NEW 
LOCATION
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Since her Lap-Band surgery 
in February 2008, D’Anne 
has lost more than 80 
pounds. She no longer takes 
blood pressure medicine, and 
her sleep apnea is gone.

Individual patient results vary.

The 10 surgeons of  Southwest Bariatric Surgeons personally  
provide follow-up care to their patients to make sure they are  

healthy and losing weight successfully. 

Weight Loss Surgery could transform your life.  
But the procedure alone won’t get you there.

A Healthy 

HealthyLife
Relationship

for a

Online seminar anytime at www.SouthwestBariatric.com 
Register at www.SouthwestBariatric.com or call 512.334.1885

Lap-Band  •  ReaLize Band  •  GastRic Bypass  •  sLeeve GastRectomy

LeaRn moRe at a FRee seminaR

Wednesday, Feb. 17, 6:30 pm 
Round Rock Medical Center

Saturday, Feb. 20, 10:30 am 
La Quinta Inn – Austin Airport

Saturday, Feb. 27, 10:30 am 
Seton Medical Ctr Williamson

Transportation Report  |  Chandler Road
By Suzanne Haberman

When construction of Chandler 
Road is complete between FM 
1460 and Hwy. 95, the roadway 
will serve as a route between 
Round Rock and Taylor. William-
son County has been building 
the east-west road for more than 
five years, but the last section is 
expected to be finished in 2012.

The intersection of Chandler Road and North FM 
1660 designates the east end of Chandler Road 
today. The road will be extended by 2012. 

Su
za

nn
e 

H
ab

er
m

an

Chandler, an early settler
Davis Chandler was one of the first 
settlers to live in Williamson County, 
according to an essay in the book 
“Historical Sketch of Williamson 
County Old Settlers Association,” by 
W.K. Makemson. He reportedly settled 
on the north side of Brushy Creek 
sometime in the mid-1800s.

Phase 1

2.7 miles• 
5 lanes• 
Cost: $4.2 million• 
Paid with road bonds • 
from 2000

Completed 2005

Phase 2

5 miles • 
2 lanes• 
Cost: $8.3 million• 
Paid with road bonds • 
from 2000

Completed 2008

Phase 3A

4 miles • 
2 lanes*• 
Cost: To be determined• 
To be paid with road • 
bonds from 2006
Estimated completion • 
date January 2012

* Ultimate design calls for  four lanes

Phase 3B

4 miles • 
2 lanes*• 
Cost: $5.6 million • 
To be paid with road • 
bonds from 2006
Currently under  • 
construction
Estimated completion • 
date September 2010

* Ultimate design calls for  four lanes

N
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 1

66
0

Mallard Ln.

W. Lake Dr.

2nd St.

FM 397

Carlos G Parker Blvd.

University Blvd.

Chandler Rd. Current 
end pointRound Rock

Hutto

Taylor
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News Updates 

By Suzanne Haberman
Williamson County, Waste Manage-

ment and the Texas Attorney General are 
engaged in a dispute over information a 
citizen requested regarding the operation 
of the Williamson County Landfill and 
Recycling Center located near Hutto. 

Kurt Johnson submitted a Freedom of 
Information Act request to the county in 
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Commercial haulers pay fees to Waste Management in order to unload trash in the Williamson County Landfill near Hutto.

August 2009 to make public details about 
the fees commercial haulers, or dump 
trucks, pay to the county’s contracted  
operator, Waste Management, to dispose 
waste at the landfill. 

Johnson, a business consultant for 
Texas Disposal Systems, a Travis County 
landfill operator and Waste Manage-
ment competitor, contended that Waste 

By Andrea Leptinsky
An initiative started by a cam-

pus environmental club has led the 
City of Georgetown and South-
western University to partner for 
a utility agreement that will make 
Southwestern 100 percent wind-
powered for nearly two decades. 

The agreement, finalized Jan. 
12, made Southwestern one of the 
few universities across the country 
to have all of its power supplied 
by a renewable—and completely 
“green”—source of energy. 

“These students were members 
of SEAK, Students for Environ-
mental Activism and Knowledge,” 
said Ellen Davis, director of 
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Mayor George Garver, left, and Southwestern President Jake Schrum sign a utility agreement Jan. 12.

Landfill operator argues confidentiality in court

Georgetown helps Southwestern become fully wind powered

Management has been charging its own 
trucks a discounted fee. He said not 
collecting the same price from all the 
commercial haulers that dump at the 
Williamson County Landfill gives Waste 
Management a competitive advantage, a 
benefit gained at the county’s expense. 

The county did not turn over the 
records. In September, Waste Manage-
ment asked Texas Attorney General Greg 
Abbott to exempt the data from the FOIA 
request as proprietary information. Three 
months later, Abbott ruled that some of 
the information should be made public. 
Waste Management appealed the ruling 
in December, suing the county and the 
Attorney General as a way to protect the 
information the company claims as trade 
secrets. 

“[The information] is confidential or 
contains commercial or financial infor-
mation that, if disclosed, would cause 
competitive harm to Waste Management,” 
Director of Disposal Operations Steve 
Jacobs said. 

Because the case is now in court, a tem-
porary injunction authorized the county 
and Waste Management to withhold the 
information until the case is settled. The 
final trial is set for later this year.

communications for Southwest-
ern. “Even President Jake Schrum 
said he is very proud of the 
students, and said that it reminded 
him of why we’re here—to educate 
those students who will go out and 
make a difference in the world.”

Students from the environmen-
tal club began working on the idea 
a year ago with the city, Davis said. 
It took a while to hammer out all 
of the details, but in the end, it was 
all because of to their effort. 

The agreement means South-
western will have fixed energy 
rates through 2028, Davis said.

“The details ... are confidential,” 
she said. “But a lot of it depends on 

how energy prices in general go. If 
energy prices go up a lot and we’re 
locked in, we’ll save money. With 
the way it’s going now, we’re set to 
make money within a few years.”

According to the City of 
Georgetown, wind-generated 
power and renewable energy 
credits will be provided by the 
city through an agreement with 
AEP Energy Partners. Electric-
ity will come from wind farms in 
West Texas, which consist of 151 
wind turbines that produce more 
than 175 megawatts of capacity. 
Southwestern will receive its en-
ergy from the wind farms through 
transmission lines.

Stay connected
Local governments offer several 
methods of communication to keep 
residents updated. Below are lists of 
e-mail newsletters and Twitter pages you 
can sign up for to get the latest news.

Georgetown
Twitter
• Government: 
www.twitter.com/georgetowntx
• Parks and recreation: 
www.twitter.com/georgetownrec
• Police and fire department: 
www.twitter.com/gtpublicsafety

City e-mail newsletters/notifications
• lists.georgetown.org

Hutto
Twitter
• www.twitter.com/huttotx

City e-mail newsletters/notifications
• www.huttotx.gov/list.aspx

Taylor
Twitter
• www.twitter.com/cityoftaylor

City e-mail newsletters/notifications
• www.ci.taylor.tx.us/list.aspx

Kiss My Beads
Be sure to mention you saw us in Community Impact.

4749 Williams Drive • Building 3, Suite 323 • Georgetown, TX 78633
in the Embree Group Offi  ce Park • (512) 240-4722 • Hours: Tues thru Sat | 11am - 6pm 

Reserve our room for birthday 
parties or just a girls’ night out.

Come see our new expanded 
work room!
Visit www.kissmybeads.com 
for information about classes 
and events.

for a Bring the Wine

www.KissMyBeads.com

130

I-35

Williams Dr. 

Sh
ell

 Rd
.

Winding 
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Sample Our Enhanced Online Offerings
We are kicking off the new year with  a fresh website delivering: 
Crisp Design • Easy Navigation • Quick Access to Information

making it easy to grow your business.
Catch the Zest of Texas with a sprinkle of spirit  

and a dash of charm – online!

Taylor Economic Development Corporation
  

Share Taylor’s Renewed Zest for Business

www.tayloredc.org
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DAVIS FULLER JACKSON KEENE

11044 Research Blvd., Suite A-425  |  Austin, Texas 78759  |  Phone 512.343.6248  |  

This new brand reflects recognition by Founder and Managing Partner Dean Davis of the contributions of longtime 

colleagues Alex Fuller, Brian Jackson and Mark Keene in making DFJK a highly respected healthcare and litigation law 

firm. These new, equal senior shareholders will join Davis in assuring continuity of the firm’s passion for personal client 

service far into the future. They will be assisted by new partner Craig Carter and new associate Amanda Ellis.

DFJK attorneys have served clients in more than 200 of 254 counties in Texas. 

New DFJK senior shareholders (L to R): 
Brian Jackson, Alex Fuller and Mark Keene
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By Andrea Leptinsky
Just shy of 90 years old, the building at 

507 E. University Ave.—now Williams 
Elementary—has been a landmark of lo-
cal education for the City of Georgetown. 

Laura Sue Smith was the second 
generation in her family to attend the 
former high school, and was there for 
the construction of the gymnasium and 
auditorium that was later added on.

Old scrapbook photos preserved by Laura Sue Smith shows the high school building as it was in the late ’40s, as well as the 
construction of the new gym and auditorium that were added on during that time.
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“My mother attended the school in 
1925,” Smith said. “She was part of the first 
graduating class from the high school.” 

Smith became the second-generation 
graduate of Georgetown High School 
on University Avenue when she gradu-
ated in 1950. During her five years at the 
school building—the school included 
eighth through 12th grades—Smith wit-
nessed the construction of the building’s 

gymnasium and auditorium, two big ad-
ditions for the building at the time.

“Our graduation itself was in the 
auditorium there,” Smith said, who also 
note that her high school principal was 
Everette “Pop” Williams, the educator 
after whom the current elementary school 
was named. 

The high school was built between 
1923 and 1924 on the original site of 
Southwestern University. It was designed 
by Charles H. Page, an Austin archi-
tect who also designed the Williamson 
County Court House. The building’s 
architecture features Spanish Colonial 
Revival influences—as noted on the 
historic landmark plaque outside the 
building—and also includes a Baroque-
styled entryway with garlands, shells, 
flowers and urns as motifs.

Once the current Georgetown High 
School was built at 2211 N. Austin Ave., 
the site on University Avenue turned into 
Georgetown Junior High, and then as an 
elementary school until it closed in 1999. 
After extensive renovations, the build-
ing re-opened as Williams Elementary 
in 2002. 

As for Smith, she didn’t travel far after 
graduating from the high school. Smith 
married her high school sweetheart, and 
together they moved to East Texas and 
then to San Antonio. It didn’t take them 

long, however, to settle on Georgetown as 
their permanent home. Smith worked for 
the school district—at the current high 
school—for 20 years as a home economics 
teacher, vocational academics coordinator 
and food services teacher. 

“If you drink the water of the Gabriel, 
you always come back,” Smith said. “We 
wanted to rear our children here. We 
knew before the kids got home what hap-
pened at school that day…the grapevine 
worked that well.”

Local History  |  Georgetown High School

Simonton Winner of the JD Power Award 2 Years in a Row

We are a James Hardie VIP preferred remodeler.
Allied Siding & Windows is now an Austin Energy Power 

Saver ProgramTM participating company, helping customers 
assess and treat their homes for improved energy effi ciency, 

comfort and value.

James Hardie
  Hardiplank
Roofs
Windows

LIMITED TIME OFFER

15% OFF AND

$500 BEST BUY
 GIFT CARD
Valid on new business contracted 
from 2/12/10 to 3/11/10. Minimum 
requirements. Cannot be combined 
with any other offer.

100% Financing Available

12 months No Interest Financing
Free Estimates

               Texas’ Largest
Remodeler and Now 
Texas’ Only ColorPlus® 
Technology Partner

512-6-Siding  |  www.AlliedSidingAndWindows.com

Laura Sue Smith, 76, was the second generation in her 
family to graduate from the old Georgetown High building, 
which now serves as Williams Elementary School.
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First floor
1   Austin Radiological Association 

is one of the largest tenants, occupying 
the south wing of the first floor. ARA 
provides medical imaging services 
including CT scans, MRI, X-ray, digital 
mammography and ultrasound. Located 
in suite 105, call 863-4648 or visit  
www.ausrad.com.

2   Clinical Pathology Laboratories 
is a full-service medical laboratory that 
has served doctors and patients for more 
than 55 years. Located in suite 120, call 
930-5044 or visit www.cpllabs.com.

3   Expresscare is part of Georgetown 
Medical Clinic. Patients can be seen 
without an appointment and are not 
limited by their type of insurance. Located 
in suite 115, call 763-4000.

4   The second Georgetown location of 
Gallagher’s Pharmacy is located just 
inside the main entrance in suite 110. 
The locally owned, full-service pharmacy 
offers vaccines, medical equipment, 

blood pressure and blood sugar 
monitoring, medication compounding, 
gifts and other merchandise.  
Call 863-5579.

5   Georgetown Therapy offers a wide 
spectrum of physical therapy services. 
Suite 170 is its second Georgetown 
location. Call 863-7761 or visit  
www.georgetowntherapy.com.

6   Dr. Michael Nacol and Dr. 
Abhilasha Gupta are located in 
suite 130. As practitioners of internal 
medicine, the doctors and their staff 
focus on adult medicine and treatment 
and prevention of adult diseases. Call 
863-7440.

7   Urology Associates 
Suite 160
244-0161
www.uroassociates.org

Second floor
8   Austin Brain and Spine, P.A. was 

formed in 1988 and is the largest group 
of private-practice neurosurgeons in 
Central Texas. Areas of care include spine, 
tumor, pain, vascular, neurotrauma and 
pediatric neurosurgery. Call 306-1323 or 
visit www.austinbrainandspine.com.

9   Austin Pain Associates
Suite 265
416-7246
www.austinpainassociates.com

10  Foot Associates of Central Texas
Suite 225
930-3338
www.whymyfoothurts.com

11   Georgetown Medical Clinic is the 
largest tenant and occupies the north 
wing of the second floor. The physicians 
are board-certified family medicine 
specialists. The clinic has served the 
Georgetown community for more than 
60 years. Call 930-4593 or visit  
www.georgetownmedical.com.

12  San Gabriel Clinical Research 
conducts clinical research and 
biomedical studies in order to develop 
new treatments and medication. Located 
in suite 215, visit www.gtownplaza.com.

Third floor
13  Austin Gastroenterology
Suite 350
930-5837
www.austingastro.com

14  Barrick & Company LLC
Certified Public Accountants
Suite 320
868-2550
www.georgetownaccountant.com

15  Central Texas Surgical Associates
Suite 330
930-2209
www.ctsa.com

16  Georgetown Ear, Nose and Throat
Suite 370
869-0604

17   Operated by Arise Healthcare, 
Georgetown Surgery Center is 
scheduled to open this summer.  
Located in suite 365, which extends to 
both wings, GSC will occupy 11,000 sq. ft.  
and will have four surgery suites. Visit  
www.arisehealthcare.com.

The Austin Avenue Medical Plaza is 
a 95,000 sq. ft., three-story building 
near the intersection of South Austin 
Avenue and Southeast Inner Loop. 
The project was initiated by a group 
of 25 local doctors and investors 
and is home to approximately 20 
medical practices and medical-related 
businesses. Construction on the 
building began Jan. 26, 2009, and 
tenants started moving in Nov. 15. 
Phase two of the project—a two-story, 
60,000 sq. ft. building—has been 
planned, but a construction timeline 
has yet to be established.

4   Gallagher’s Pharmacy

Compiled by Matt PainterCommunity Corridor  |  Austin Avenue Medical Plaza  3201 S. Austin Ave.

18  Georgetown Plastic Surgery
Suite 305
686-1650
www.georgetownplasticsurgery.com

19  Texas Oncology and Texas 
Nephrology share suite 325. Oncology 
services are available Tuesday and 
Thursday, and nephrology services  
are available Wednesday. Visit  
www.texasoncology.com.
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SERVING TEXAS SINCE 1928
AUTO • HOME • LIFE • HEALTH • BUSINESS

869-1511
2404 Williams Dr. • www.eebins.com

Power R
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s Drive I-3

5

Georgetown Music Studio
2544 Shell rd Suite A
Georgetown, Tx 78626

(512-)868-2255

Georgetown Music Studio
2544 Shell rd Suite A
Georgetown, Tx 78626

(512-)868-2255

Piano
Guitar
Classical
Guitar
Voice
Drums
Violin/
Fiddle
Viola
Accordion 
Cello
Banjo
Ukulele
Tuba
Trombone
French
Horn
Trumpet
Saxopho
Flute
Clarinet
Bassoon
Harmonica
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What are the Hutto Police 
Department’s priorities for 2010?

With the way the economy has been, 
we’re still experiencing some growth, but 
not as much as we had been. We are not 
anticipating additional officers, so we have 
to manage the increasing call load while 
not getting to hire anybody.

How many people are on the police 
force?

Twenty-six: We have one chief, two 
lieutenants, six sergeants, two detectives 
and the rest are patrol positions.

What crime-prevention tip do you 
most often give?

Lock your doors and put your garage 
door down because property crime is 
most prevalent and property criminals 
are opportunistic. Hutto has been typi-
cally safe, and a lot of people leave their 
stuff unlocked. 

What are some of the police 
department’s priorities for 2010?

We will be working on a form of ac-
creditation. It’s recognition by the Texas 
Police Chiefs Association, which basically 
has to do with our policies and practices 
and opening that up to other sets of eyes 
to ensure that we meet their standards. 
That is one goal for the near future.

What is one of most common crimes 
you deal with in Taylor?

Probably the most common crime is 
petty theft. Unfortunately family violence 
is probably second, but that would be true 
in any community. 
 
What advice do you commonly give 
people in order to stay safe?

I think people need to be aware of their 
surroundings. If something doesn’t seem 
right, it probably isn’t. Call the police. 

People tell you the story of what they saw 
way after the fact. If had they called 911 
first, we would have been able to deal with 
the situation right then.

What’s one of the biggest challenges 
the department faces?

Things here are pretty quiet and that’s 
one of the things that concerns me the 
most. Departments that are busy and 
deal with a lot of violence maintain a 
certain level of vigilance. But when you 
don’t deal with that on a daily basis, you 
tend to let your guard down. A challenge 
is for our people to be nice, but also be 
very vigilant. 

How many police officers are on the 
police force?

We have 27 sworn officers. When I first 
got here, it was 30. We mobilized almost 
everyone to the field. Of the 27, 21 are on 

Chief Harold Q. Thomas
Hutto Police Department
Educational background: Bachelor’s degree in 
criminal justice from the University of Texas of the 
Permian Basin, attended the FBI National Academy
Work background: Odessa Police Department
Date hired: December 2005 
Contact: 759-5983, harold.thomas@huttotx.gov

Community Profiles  |  Police chiefs Interviews by Andrea Leptinsky and Suzanne Haberman

patrol. It allows them to begin a case and 
follow it as far as they can. 

What misconceptions are there about 
the Taylor Police Department?

The biggest one throughout our area is 
that Taylor is a high-crime city, and that 
there are places in our community that 
aren’t safe. These come from years ago 
when many of those problems existed. 
Now, I’m not saying they aren’t problems. 
We average on our midnight shift here 
one call every hour and 20 minutes. That 
is not a crime-laden community.

What advice would you give someone 
who wants to enter law enforcement?

I would encourage them to do it. It may 
not be easy, and you’ll never get rich, but 
it can be extremely rewarding. You will 
never exhaust the knowledge or skill sets 
that can be employed in this profession.

What’s the department’s biggest 
challenge?

Not having our own dispatch or emer-
gency communications center. All calls 
currently go to the Williamson County 
Sheriff’s Office, and then they dispatch 
us on those calls. We’d really like to get 
dispatch on the ground here because it 
helps us manage our call load. All the 
other cities our size in this region have 
their own call center. 

What’s the most rewarding part of 
your job?

We have a pretty strong neighborhood 
watch program, and I enjoy getting to go 
out and talk to the people to see what’s 
on their minds and teach them how to 
avoid being a victim of crime. The other 
rewarding part is getting to build a profes-
sional organization. Growth gives me the 
opportunity to build something that will 
be here for a long time. 

How do police officers maintain the 
trust of the community?

By doing the right thing and not abus-
ing our authority. We advocate the police 
treat people the way they would want 
to be treated if they were in their shoes. 
One of our goals is, when writing a traf-
fic citation, to get the violator to thank 
you before you leave. If a violator will 
thank you, you just built a relationship 
with that person.

How do you coordinate the Hutto 
Police Department with other cities or 
the county?

The chiefs get together every quarter 
in the region, especially chiefs from our 
county. But some of the other regional 
people come over from Travis County that 
are our neighbors, like Austin. We just 
exchange ideas and talk about trends that 
any of our departments are seeing. We 
share information. That’s the key.

Chief Jeff Straub
Taylor Police Department
Educational background: Master’s degree in 
Christian leadership from Liberty University, 
graduated from the FBI National Academy
Work background: Temple Police Department
Date hired: October 1999
Contact: 365-2509, jeff.straub@taylortx.gov

How was your job before you became 
interim chief last year?

It was great. It’s the best job in the 
world. I was patrol commander right 
before I made chief. I was commander 
of the patrol division, and it was a great 
job because I was back in uniform and 
I hadn’t been in uniform for a while. 
I was back in uniform, I was back on 
the streets with the guys and it was a 
welcomed change. As you move through 
the ranks, or you pick up different jobs, 
it’s always nice to go back to what you 
started doing. 

What pushed you to accept the job?
I’ve dedicated my life to public service. 

I saw a time where the rank and file—or 
the whole department—needed some-
thing new, something they could hold 
on to and say, ‘OK, we’re starting fresh 
and things are looking good.’ I knew I 

Interim Chief Brent Schacherl
Georgetown Police Department
Educational background: 2008 graduate of the 
FBI National Academy 
Work background: Lavaca County Precinct 3 
Constables Office
Date hired: April 1996 
Contact: 930-3515,   
bschacherl@georgetowntx.org

had the skills, leadership, management 
and experience necessary to hold this job 
and bring about the change the officers 
needed and wanted. I didn’t do it for me; 
I did it for the department. They needed 
someone who could step in with a fresh 
set of ideas and values. I was eager to 
step up and help protect this depart-
ment and rebuild its image and rebuild 
relationships and do the things neces-
sary for the new chief to come in and be 
successful.

How is the process coming along for a 
new, permanent chief?

There’s a process in place right now. 
The city manager is reviewing applica-
tions and preparing to do an assess-
ment center, or oral board, for the final 
applicants that he chooses. There isn’t a 
set time frame yet. The city was prepared 
to make a job offer a few months ago to 

a candidate, but the candidate turned it 
down. So instead of going through the 
list and going to No. 2, the city manager 
wanted the best person for the job and 
just reposted the listing to look for new 
applicants.

How has the department’s rela-
tionship improved with the City of 
Georgetown?

I think we have a much better working 
environment with different organizations. 
Especially the district attorney offices, 
the prosecutors and the other agencies in 
the area, such as the city council and the 
city manager. I think now people sit back 
and think, ‘Oh, I see some of my sugges-
tions that I’ve made to the chief are being 
implemented,’ or, ‘My phone calls are 
getting returned promptly.’ Things like 
that—that we’ve let slide in the past—
we’re attacking head on.
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HOME EQUITY LOANS

4.79%* 5.09%* 5.59%*

PLUS NO CLOSING COSTS**

10 YEAR
FIXED RATE

15 YEAR
FIXED RATE

20 YEAR
FIXED RATE

COMM. REAL ESTATE LOANS

5.65%*** 5.85%*** 6.10%***

20 YR. AMORTIZATION/ NO PRE-PAYMENT PENALTY

5 YEAR
FIXED RATE

10 YEAR
FIXED RATE

15 YEAR
FIXED RATE

AUTO LOANS

3.59%* 3.69%* 3.89%*

NEW, USED OR REFINANCE

60 MONTHS 66 MONTHS 72 MONTHS

MONEY MARKET ACCOUNTS

1.26%**** 1.36%**** 1.51%****

MINIMUM DAILY BALANCE OF $2000 IS REQUIRED

$25,000 TO
$74,999

$75,000 TO
$124,999

$125,000 AND
ABOVE

CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT1

1.61%**** 1.86%**** 2.17%****

REGULAR 1MINIMUM DEPOSIT OF $1000 REQUIRED
6 MONTHS 12 MONTHS 24 MONTHS

CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT2

1.71%**** 1.96%**** 2.27%****

JUMBO 2MINIMUM DEPOSIT OF $95000 REQUIRED
6 MONTHS 12 MONTHS 24 MONTHS

*ANNUAL PERCENTAGE RATE. ALL RATES ARE EXPRESSED “AS LOW AS”. ACTUAL RATE MAY VARY DEPENDING ON CREDIT QUALIFICATIONS. **AUSTIN TELCO WILL PAY ALL STANDARD CLOSING COSTS ON HOME EQUITY 
LOANS BELOW $100k. ADDITIONAL NON-STANDARD FEES WILL BE THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE MEMBER. ***RATE APPLIES TO 1ST LIEN COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE LOANS WITH A LOAN TO VALUE OF 80% OR LESS; 
CONSTRUCTION/DEVELOPMENT LOAN RATES/TERMS MAY BE DIFFERENT. NO PRE-PAYMENT PENALTY. ****ANNUAL PERCENTAGE YIELD. PENALTIES FOR EARLY WITHDRAWAL MAY APPLY. ALL APR’S, APY’S AND TERMS ARE 
SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE. PLEASE CALL FOR DETAILS. THIS CREDIT UNION IS FEDERALLY INSURED TO AT LEAST $250,000 PER MEMBER BY THE NATIONAL CREDIT UNION ADMINISTRATION.

869.8998
www.atfcu.org

SAME NAME
SINCE 1941

FREE CHECkING 250+ FREE ATMs

grEat HOME EQUITY AND 
COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE LoaN ratES

15 
AUSTIN METRO 

L O C AT I O N S
NEW BRANCH AT

StoNE HILL towN cENtEr
OPENING FEBRUARY 4

LET YOUR SMILE REVEAL  
A YOUNGER YOU

4010 Sandy Brook Dr., Suite 208, Round Rock, TX  78665

• Botox

• Sleep Apnea Therapy

•  Implants/All-on-four  
Restorations

• Full Mouth Rehabilitations

• Veneers

• TMJ/TMD Therapy

Call today:
512.716.1200 • jovanpros.com

Ask us about our interest-free payment plans.

STDAVIDS.COM

512-942-4367 

Know what to do in

an emergency? We do. 

Jared Mabery, M.D.
Board Certified in Emergency Medicine
St. David’s Georgetown Hospital ER

  Our commitment, 24 / 7:
•  Quality, compassionate care.
•  Specially trained emergency physicians  

  and ER nursing staff.
•  Specialists on call.
•  Advanced technologies for rapid     

  diagnosis and treatment.
•  Accredited Chest Pain Center.
•  State Certified Level IV Trauma Center.

 

In An Emergency,
Always Dial 911
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Did you knowyyyyyyyyy

February is 
Heart Month?

To get your free brochure or request assistance  
complete the form below; call Craig Forney, 888-433-7165; or e-mail craig.forney@heart.org

©2010, American Heart Association 1/10DS3476

Complete and mail this form to American Heart Association, 
Craig Forney, 10900-B Stonelake Blvd., Suite 320, Austin, TX 78759.

  I have included the American Heart Association in my will/estate plan. Please send me more information on 
the Paul Dudley White Legacy Society.

  I would like more information on including the American Heart Association in my will/estate plan. Please 
send me your free booklet Matters of the Heart, Will Planning Kit.

  I still need to establish an estate plan. Please send me your free booklet 37 Things People “Know” About Wills 
That Aren’t Really So.

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Name

Address

City      State    Zip Code

SCA GHT 02/10Telephone     E-mail
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City and County Notes  |  Recent news

Georgetown City Council
Meets the second and fourth Tuesday of the 
month at 6 p.m.
Council chambers, 101 E. Seventh St. • 931-7715 
www.georgetown.org
City council meetings are recorded and broadcast 
on Channel 10 at 7 p.m. Wednesday, Friday and 
Sunday following each meeting.

Georgetown

Hutto

Hutto City Council
Meets the first and third Thursday of the  
month at 7 p.m.
Council chambers, 401 W. Front St. • 759-4033  
www.huttotx.gov

that the committee hopes to obtain a 
count of approximately 400,000 people, 
which would in turn give the county a 
much-needed increase in funding. Wood 
said the county receives $1.2 million 
each year in funding now. The new count 
would increase funds to $1.5 million. 
Williamson County receives about $4 per 
person in funding.

Williamson County

Taylor City Council
Meets the second Thursday and fourth Tuesday  
of the month at 6 p.m. 
Council chambers, 400 Porter St.
352-3676 • www.ci.taylor.tx.us

Drainage utility system created
The Taylor City Council held a second 

public hearing at its Jan. 14 meeting to 
discuss a new Municipal Drainage Util-
ity System to handle the disposal of storm 
water runoff. After the hearing was closed, 
the ordinance creating the new system was 
approved unanimously. City officials will 
hold a workshop with council members to 
decide on a fee schedule for the new system. 
Property owners will be responsible for pay-
ing the new drainage utility fee.

Taylor

Williamson County Commissioners Court 
Meets Tuesdays at 9:30 a.m. 
Williamson County Courthouse, 710 S. Main St., 
Georgetown • 943-1550 • www.wilco.org

Sports complex funding 
The council voted Jan. 26 to seek more 

funding for the Taylor Regional Park and 
Sports Complex. The city will apply for 
a $75,000 grant that would pay for a new 
paved trail, parking, gardens, a fishing plat-
form, benches and a climbing boulder.

Freeport exemption  
    Williamson County commissioners 
voted to lift the Freeport tax at their Jan. 19 
meeting in an effort to bring tax relief to 
companies in the county and make the 
area more competitive when attracting 
new businesses.

“There have been several companies 
looking to relocate, but they were wait-
ing in the wings to see what the court did 
with this,” said Precinct 2 Commissioner 
Cynthia Long, who helped lead the effort 
to eliminate the tax.

Georgetown, Hutto and Taylor already 
have the Freeport exemption. 

2010 Census
Leo Wood, chairperson of the 2010 

Census Count Committee, said during the 
county commissioners’ Jan. 12 meeting 

Contract modified
At Georgetown City Council’s Jan. 12 

meeting, the city amended its contract 
with the Brazos River Authority, which 
manages Georgetown’s wastewater treat-
ment plant. The revision increased the 
BRA’s operating budget to $1.5 million. 
The nearly 8 percent increase was due to 
the rising cost of chemicals used to treat 
wastewater and to accommodate higher 
standards of testing. 

New GTEC board member, grants
At the council’s Jan. 26 meeting, Coun-

cilman Gabe Sansing, who serves as the 
chairman of the Georgetown Transporta-

tion Enhancement Corporation, appoint-
ed Richard Anderson to fill the position 
vacated by Councilman Bill Sattler. 
Anderson is vice president for fiscal affairs 
at Southwestern University. The council 
confirmed the appointment. 

The council also voted to approve the 
distribution of $67,000 worth of sponsor-
ship grants from the Georgetown Arts and 
Culture Board.

Bond sale
The Hutto City Council approved the 

sale of $9.7 million in bonds at its Jan. 14 
meeting. Because of the city’s A+ credit 
rating, the interest rate for the bonds was 
locked in at a historically low rate of 4.07 
percent until 2034. 

The city will use the bonds to purchase 
the LCRA Wastewater Treatment Plant 
and fund improvements to water and 
wastewater lines. 

Annexed land
The council annexed 35.65 acres, known 

as Stony Brook Ranch, into the city at its 
Jan. 21 meeting. The land, located south-
west of FM 1660 and CR 163, is being 
developed by Stony Brook Ranch Inc.
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WIlliamson County Commissioners voted to eliminate the 
county’s portion of the Freeport tax last month.
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Steve Ogden
(incumbent)
979-229-5678
www.steveogden.org 

Ben Bius
936-295-4236
www.benfortexas.com

State Senator, District 5

Patsy Williams
914-7821

Stephen Thomas
965-9059
www.stephenthomas 
fortexas.com

Milton Rister
869-8734
www.miltonrister.com

Charles Schwertner
863-4563
www.dr 
schwertner.com

State Representative, District 20 

Alyssa Eacono Larry Gonzales
www.larry 
gonzales.com

John Gordon
789-5073
www.john 
gordon52.com

Stephen Casey
www.stephen 
casey.net

State Representative, District 52 

John R. Carter
(incumbent)

Raymond Yamka

U.S. Representative, District 31

Williamson County

Jim Dillon 
Cynthia Long (incumbent) • 965-3892 • www.cynthialong.com

County Commissioner, Precinct 2

Nancy E. Rister (incumbent)

County Clerk, Williamson County
Edna Staudt (incumbent) • 259-2693 • www.ednastaudt.com

Justice of the Peace, Precinct 2

Melissa Goodwin • www.judgegoodwin.com 
Scott Field • 343-3663 • www.scottkingfield.com

Justice, 3rd Court of Appeals District, Place 4

Ken Anderson (incumbent)

Judge, 277th District Court

Burt Carnes (incumbent)

Judge, 368th District Court

Dan A. Gattis, Sr. (incumbent)

County Judge, Williamson County

Suzanne Brooks (incumbent)

Judge, County Court at Law 1

Tim L. Wright (incumbent)

Judge, County Court at Law 2 

John B. McMaster (incumbent)

Judge, County Court at Law 4

Lisa David (incumbent)

District Clerk, Williamson County

Randall Pick • 642-3799 • www.judgerandallpick.com 
Doug Arnold • www.electdougarnold.com

Judge, County Court at Law 3

Vivian L. Wood (incumbent)
Kurt Showalter • www.kurtshowalter.com

County Treasurer, Williamson County

Steve Benton (incumbent)
L. E. Williams

Justice of the Peace, Precinct 3

Joe Baker (incumbent)
Shane Shafer

County Surveyor, Williamson County

Judy Schier Hobbs (incumbent)

Justice of the Peace, Precinct 4 

Ron Morrison (incumbent) • www.ronmorrison.com

County Commissioner, Precinct 4

Rick Perry
(incumbent)
478-3276
www.rickperry.org

Kay Bailey Hutchison
236-8656
www.texans.forkay.com 

Debra Medina
877-938-3926
www.medinafortexas.com  

David Dewhurst
(incumbent)
236-9798
www.daviddewhurst.com

Governor Lieutenant Governor

Statewide

Rebecca Simmons • 637-7033 • www.simmonsforjustice.com 
Jeff Brown • 713-366-6880 • www.justicejeffbrown.com
Debra Lehrmann • www.judgedebralehrmann.com
Rick Green • 858-0974 • www.rickgreen2010.com
Jim Moseley • www.justicejimmoseley.com
Rick Strange • 214-549-2291 • www.rickstrange.com

Justice, Supreme Court, Place 3

Greg Abbott (incumbent) • 477-2002 • www.gregabbott.com
Attorney General 

Susan Combs (incumbent) • 327-3345 • www.susancombs.com
Comptroller of Public Accounts

Jerry Patterson (incumbent) • www.votepatterson.com 
Commissioner of the General Land Office

Todd Staples (incumbent) • 912-1603 • www.toddstaples.com
Commissioner of Agriculture

Paul Green (incumbent) • 637-8778
Justice, Supreme Court, Place 5

Cheryl Johnson (incumbent)
Judge, Court of Criminal Appeals, Place 5

Michael Keasler (incumbent)
Judge, Court of Criminal Appeals, Place 6

Lawrence “Larry” Meyers (incumbent)
275-7369 • www.judgelawrencemeyers.org

Judge, Court of Criminal Appeals, Place 2Victor Carrillo (incumbent) • 637-4155
David Porter • 432-687-4472

Railroad Commissioner

Eva Guzman (incumbent) • 536-1332 • www.evaguzman.com
Rose Vela • 803-0229 • www.rosevela.com

Justice, Supreme Court, Place 9

Brian Russell • 617-5535 • www.brianrussell.net
Marsha Farney • www.marshafarney.com
Rebecca Osborne • www.rebeccaosborne.com

Member, State Board of Education, District 10

Republican Party
2010 Primary Election GuidePrimary Election Guide

Union Pacific Railroad
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Democratic Party

Steve Wyman
864-3533

State Senator, District 5 

Diana Maldonado
(incumbent)
www.diana 
maldonado.com

State Representative, District 52 

Williamson County

Jim Stauber • www.jstauber.com
County Commissioner, Precinct 2

Jeff Maurice • 307-2010 • www.gismedia.com/votejeffmaurice
County Commissioner, Precinct 4

Teresa Duffin • 733-5033
Judge, County Court at Law 1

Allyson Rowe • 388-0643
Judge, County Court at Law 3

Judy Jennings • 535-6511 • www.votejudyjennings.com
Member, State Board of Education, District 10 

Paul Stempko
Greg Windham

Democratic County Chairman, Williamson County

Alma Ludivina  
Aguado
www.almaaguado 
forgovernor.com

Linda Chavez-
Thompson
210-829-0902
www.electchavez 
thompson.com

Felix Rodriguez 
Alvarado
682-559-2469
www.felix 
alvarado.com

Ronnie Earle
www.ronnieearle.com

Marc Katz
762-4286
www.marckatz 
forltgov.com

Bill Dear
254-993-1170
www.billdearfor 
governor.com

Clement E. Glenn
936-825-6300
www.clemente
glennforgovernor.com

Star Locke
361-558-5221
www.starover 
texas.com

Farouk Shami
832-255-5200
www.farouk 
forgovernor.com

Bill White
713-659-9000
www.billwhite 
fortexas.com

Governor Lieutenant Governor

Statewide

Barbara Ann Radnofsky
713-357-3360 • www.radnofsky.com

Attorney General 

Jim Sharp • 713-443-4032
Justice, Supreme Court, Place 3

Jeff Weems • 713-465-1990 • www.jeffweemsforcommissioner.com
Railroad Commissioner

Bill Moody • www.moodyforjustice.com
Justice, Supreme Court, Place 5

Keith Hampton • www.hamptonforjudge.com
Judge, Court of Criminal Appeals, Place 6

Blake Bailey • 903-245-2200
Justice, Supreme Court, Place 9

Hank Gilbert • 464-1207 • www.hankgilbert.com 
Richard “Kinky” Friedman • www.kinkyfriedman.com

Commissioner of Agriculture

Bill Burton
903-675-1557 • www.billburton.net
Hector Uribe
464-1207 • www.hankgilbert.com

Commissioner of the  
General Land Office

Primary
Election 

dates

Runoff 
Election 

dates
(If needed)

Primary Election date: March 2, 2010

First day of early voting: Feb. 16
Last day to apply for ballot by mail: Feb. 23
Last day of early voting: Feb. 26

Primary Runoff Election date: April 13, 2010 
First day to apply for ballot by mail: Feb. 12
Last day to register to vote: March 15
First day of early voting: April 5
Last day to apply for ballot by mail: April 6
Last day of early voting: April 9

Early voting anywhere

Voters can vote at any early polling location. 
For Williamson County polling locations, visit 
www.williamson-county.org/elections

 

Voter registration

Voters must be registered 30 days before 
an election. 

To register in Williamson County, visit  
www.williamson-county.org or call 943-1630.

Questions & Answers

Q. What is the primary election?
A. This election is held before the general election. Voters of each party 
nominate candidates for office, party officers, etc. 

Q. Can I vote in both the Republican and Democratic primaries?

A. No. In Texas, voters can participate in the primary election by 
voting Democrat or Republican, but cannot vote in both. Independent 
candidates are not included on the Texas primary ballot. Once a voter 
participates in the primary election, he or she is designated a member 
of the party for which he or she voted for the next two years and is 
ineligible to participate in the opposing party’s primary election.

Q. Who is eligible for a mail-in ballot? 

A. You may request a ballot by mail if you will be out of the county on 

The candidates listed in this guide will be on the 2010 Primary Election ballot in 
the communities defined by Community Impact Newspaper’s Georgetown/Hutto/
Taylor coverage area. Candidates are generally listed in the order they will appear 
on the ballot. The official Williamson County sample ballot was not available as of 
press time. The candidate lists were provided by their respective parties, which are 
responsible for the primary elections.

Election Day and during early voting, if you are sick or disabled, or if you 
are 65 years old or older on Election Day.

Q. Can I vote for Libertarian candidates? 

A. No. The Libertarian Party does not have a primary election. The party 
holds a convention to choose its candidates.

Q. Will I vote at the same polling location for the March primary 
and the November election?

A. Not necessarily. The number of voters is typically lower for the 
primary election so the elections office consolidates precincts to vote at 
fewer polling locations.

Q. How is the order of candidates on the ballot chosen? 

A. The candidate order is determined by a random drawing.
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www.seton.net/williamson

201 Seton Parkway

 Round Rock, TX 78665

Phone: (512) 324-4000

We’re changing the experience of surgery…
AND GETTING YOU BACK TO LIFE SOONER.

da Vinci® Surgery Program at Seton Medical Center Williamson

At Seton Medical Center Williamson, we have an expert team of specialty surgeons, nurses 

and technicians who provide high quality, compassionate care in a leading-technology 

environment. That’s why we’re the first hospital in Williamson County to bring you the 

breakthrough surgical technology of da Vinci.

The da Vinci Surgical System provides surgeons with an alternative to both traditional open 

surgery and conventional laparoscopy by putting a surgeon’s hands at the controls of a 

state-of-the-art robotic platform, enabling surgeons to perform even the most complex and 

delicate procedures through very small incisions with great precision.   

Imagine having the benefits of a definitive treatment but with the potential for 

significantly less pain, a shorter hospital stay and faster return to normal daily activities.

For surgeries to treat urologic, gynecologic or cardiac conditions, ask your doctor if da Vinci 

surgery is a right for you.

For more information about Seton Williamson’s da Vinci Surgery Program or to 

find a da Vinci surgeon on our medical staff, please visit seton.net/williamson.
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Georgetown Police
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Sgt. Cory Tchida pulls a driver over for failing to wear a seatbelt. Tchida has served more than 10 years at the police department.

“For interim leadership to be 
as successful as it has been is a 
compliment to not only the person 
who’s doing the job, but the people 
he’s working with.”

 —George Garver, Georgetown mayor

looked at and disciplined at a greater level 
than what was probably going to be fair.”

Soon after the survey results were 
released, then Police Chief David Mor-
gan was placed on a short administrative 
leave by city officials and asked to resign 
or accept a demotion. Morgan chose the 
latter and now works as a temporary com-
munications manager. Once the position 
is filled, Morgan will return to his former 
post as administrative lieutenant to the 
chief, said Interim Chief Brent Schacherl.
Implementing change

Within the last year, Schacherl—who 
was appointed interim chief in April 
2009—has spent the majority of his term 
as interim chief smoothing out the wrin-
kles left in the department after the stress 
from 2008 and 2009. When he accepted 
the position, Schacherl said he knew what 
obstacles within the department to target 
in order to boost morale and get work life 
back to normal for the officers. 

“There were small things that needed to be 
done relating to supervision, accountability, 

equipment needs—small things that from 
a management standpoint may not seem 
that important to me, but were important 
to the officers,” he said. “I have to take the 
time to listen to what their needs are and 
what’s important to them.”

Schacherl heavily encouraged specified 
training in order to empower officers to 
make better decisions without being con-
cerned with possible repercussions, he said.

“One thing that needed to be changed 
was giving the supervisors the ability and 
coaching they need to do their jobs with-
out always having to worry about whether 
they are going to get in trouble for making 
the wrong decision,” he said. “If you fos-
ter that culture of ‘I have the authority to 
make this decision,’ then comes ‘I can do 
my job at an exceptional level.’”
Fostering relationships

One of the many issues Schacherl has tar-
geted while interim chief is improving his 
department’s relationship with city officials 
and residents. He said he has worked hard 
to build stronger bridges with local agencies 
and organizations and also to improve the 
residents’ view of the department.

“We’ve had our hiccups throughout the 
years, and we do as good of a job as we can 
of weeding out people who shouldn’t be 
cops,” he said. “You’ve always got that one 
who could slip through—nothing is ever 
100 percent positive. I think the public 
knows that we’re always going to do what’s 
right and protect them.” 

Schacherl said he puts heavy emphasis 
on traits his officers must show, such as 
courtesy, integrity, honesty and leader-
ship. Those qualities, he said, are what 
constitute a good officer. 

“We’re going to do what is right, what-
ever we need to do to make the City of 
Georgetown a safe place where the quality 
of life is so good that people don’t worry 
about bad things happening,” he said. “We 
do that by showing courtesy, integrity, 
honesty and leadership.”
Moving forward

As time passes, the department has been 
able to recover both internally and publi-
cally. Officer morale has improved, both 
Schacherl and Mason said, and the change 
that’s taking place is a positive improvement 
for the department as it moves forward.

Officers are also taking solace in the 
factor of time and knowing that as the 
months pass, residents are disassociating 
them from the failed vision Fennell left as 
a police officer, Mason said.

“Seeing that it’s a year later, I think it 
makes the public have a less skewed view of 
you,” Mason said. “The majority of the pub-
lic realized that it was the act of an individ-
ual and not the department. Having a year 
pass helped that go away and helped change 
take place. Even though we don’t have a new 
chief yet, you see things evolving.”

As for the position of chief, city officials 
are still seeking out the right candidate for 
the job, said Paul Brandenburg, George-
town city manager. The city made an offer 
in fall 2009 to its first preferred candidate, 
but that person turned it down. The posi-
tion has been labeled as open until filled.

“We’re expecting to bring in another 
group of individuals to interview within 
the first quarter of the year,” Brandenburg 
said. “We’re hopefully looking at early 
spring to potentially have a new police 
chief come on board.”

Schacherl said he does not intend to sub-
mit his application for the position.

GPD by the numbers
78 sworn police officers

102 department employees

$9.8 million: 2009-10 proposed budget

51,000 calls for service in 2009

2 bureaus: field operations and 
    support services

8 divisions within the two 
    bureaus, including patrol, criminal 
    investigations and communications

Comment at more.impactnews.com/7002

Convenient healthcare in Taylor at Emergency Room
Physician on duty 24 hours / Certi� ed Level IV 
Trauma Center 
Surgical Services
Team on call 24/7 / O� ering Laparoscopic, General, 
Ophthalmology, Endoscopic, Urology, and Podiatric 
procedures
Physicians’ Clinic
Family Practice & Specialties 
Including Cardiology, Dermatology, 
General Surgery, Geriatrics, Hematology/Oncology, 
Internal Medicine, Orthopedics, Podiatry, Urology 
and OB/GYN

Rehab
Physical, Occupational & Speech Therapy

Diagnostic Services
MRI, X-ray, CT Scan, Ultrasound, Mammography, 
Bone Density Screening, Lab

Home Health
Skilled care and support services

None of the 
Calories

All the Love

713 S. Main Street ● Downtown Georgetown ● 930-0052  ● Mon - Sat 10-6 Sun 1-5 ● www.shoptheescape.com
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Valentine’s Day Planner
The Square in Georgetown is a 
popular downtown attraction, especially 
when a romantic holiday comes around. 
Here are some of our suggestions to 
help make your celebration—on and off 
the Square—uniquely local and special.
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She, Etc.
1208 S. Main St.
930-7546 

Get pampered in the salon's cottage, complete with a 
fireplace and candles. The couples massage includes a 
Swedish massage for both guests, champagne in take-
home flutes, chocolate-covered strawberries and other 
romantic perks. Call for price and reservations.

4

Sweet Serendipity
710 S. Austin Ave.
864-1511 

A traditional favorite, chocolate-dipped strawberries, 
are the specialty of this bakery for the holiday. Prices 
start at $2.50 for one strawberry and go up to $32.95 
for a box of 12. The bakery will also offer fresh 
strawberry pies for the holiday. Call to preorder and 
for prices.

3

Silver & Stone
501 S. Austin Ave., Ste. 140
868-0565 

Silver & Stone will offer romantic dinners—and 
brunch—for the holiday. The restaurant will provide 
a four-course dinner for $65 on Saturday and Sunday. 
Brunch will also be offered Sunday 11 a.m.–2 p.m. 
Call for reservations.

2

The Flower Box
910 Martin Luther King St.
863-2023 

The Flower Box accepts special requests for custom-
ers opting to go the creative route with their flower 
arrangements. The business offers multicolored roses, 
special arrangement bouquets of snacks or champagne 
with glasses and many other options. Call for details.

1 Franklin & Co.  Fine Jewelers
109 W. Seventh St.
869-2300 

Stop in for a special 20 percent off sale on Lorenzo 
jewelry. Call for additional sale prices.

5

Novita Spa
109 W. Seventh St.
864-2773 

The couples massage includes steam towels, scalp 
work, aromatherapy and other extras as part of the 
experience, which is being offered at a discount price. 
Call for price and reservations.

6

Le Maison
204 E. Eighth St.
868-8885 

The newly opened French restaurant is offering a 
five-course dinner for $59.99 per person for its special 
Valentine' s Day menu. Call for reservations.

8

Georgetown Winery
715 S. Main St.
869-8600 

Pair your favorite bottle of wine with a sweet treat 
for the holiday. The winery will offer chocolate-
dipped wine bottles for the romantic holiday. Call 
for prices.

7
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Your Body. Your Health. 
Your Medical Weight Loss Program.

Legends Medical Clinic
Medical Wellness & Aesthetic
3000 Joe DiMaggio Blvd., Ste. #65
Round Rock, TX 78665
(512) 733-6464 A
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Dell Diamond

Lose weight today and start living your life again

Our family serving 
your family.

We invite you to call or come by to tour our new funeral 
facilites, on-site crematorium and 300-seat chapel. Our staff 

has proudly served the Georgetown community and 
surrounding areas for a combined total of 68 years.

5600 Williams Drive, Georgetown
 512-869-7775  R  www.ramseyfuneral.com

Cherish today. Plan for tomorrow. Have peace of mind.

Family owned and operated.

NOW OPEN

Left to Right: Jim McLendon, Funeral Director;  Julie Miller, Advanced Planning 
& Grief Support; Bill Pascoe, Funeral Director;  Pam & Mark Ramsey, Owners.
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Sports complexes

provide this opportunity with the building 
and the development.” 

Clarissa Davis-Wrightsil, a National 
Collegiate Athletic Association basketball 
player and Olympian with college coach-
ing experience, plans to open High Octane 
Performance and Training Center where 
she will coach and train on six basketball 
and volleyball courts. Davis-Wrightsil will 
be training Olympic basketball players on 
the courts.

The third entrepreneur behind the 
development has a sports background 
and plans to run the indoor athletic fields, 
doing business as Striker Indoor Sports. 
Striker Indoor Sports will have two indoor 
soccer fields and a track and field area for 
competitions and training. 

“The third party has been planning this 
indoor soccer business for three or four 
years,” Daniel said. “He did all the back-
ground training, became an official arena 
operator and put together the business 
plan.”

Approximately 18 tracts flank the ath-
letic center, and Ogden and Daniel hope 
to sell the plots to businesses that comple-
ment the athletic complex.

“We want support services for the 
gym,” Daniel said. “Immediate support 
services for this building are a conve-
nience store and fast-food restaurants 
because that’s what families with kids are 
going to need.”
Taylor Regional Park and Sports 
Complex

On March 27, the City of Taylor is pre-
paring to celebrate the grand opening of 
its own sports venue, an outdoor park on 
75 acres in northwest Taylor. This park has 
been in the making for more than five years 
and has cost about $9 million to build. 

Taylor Regional Park and Sports Com-
plex features two clusters, or quints, of 
five lighted fields designed for children’s 
baseball and softball tournaments. Each 
quint has a concession stand, restrooms 
and covered seating for up to 150 specta-
tors per field. Full-size basketball courts, 
soccer and football fields are also available 
at the park. 

“It’s conceivable that we could have 
tournament play out there year-round, 
and we’re hoping so,” Taylor spokeswoman 
Jean Johnson said.

City Recreation Superintendent Michael 
De Vito, who was hired to oversee opera-
tions of the Taylor Regional Park, antici-
pated that he will soon have the center 
booked through June. During the park’s 
grand opening, Taylor Youth Baseball’s 
PONY Colt League is scheduled to play 
teams from neighboring cities, including 
Pflugerville.

“We could make the central Texas area a 
hot spot for youth tournaments,” De Vito 
said. 

Having outside teams come to Taylor for 
tournaments is expected to boost the local 
economy. 

“A large part of the benefit is going to 
come from the money that these tourna-
ments will bring into the community,” 
De Vito said. “Extra people will come 
through town, eat at the restaurants, use 
the gas stations and stay at the hotels.”

A 2007 economic impact report gener-
ated by a consulting firm for the City of 
Taylor predicted the Taylor Regional Park 
and Sports Complex would draw approxi-
mately 50,000 visitors a year. The total 
direct and indirect economic impact was 
estimated to be $4.7 million annually. 

1  Ball field

2  Championship ball field

3  Playground

4  Hike and bike trail

5  Soccer field

6  Football field

7  Basketball court

8  Wetland garden

Taylor Regional Park and Sports Complex

Map not to scale

N

A positive impact
Gateway Crossing commercial developers Mike Ogden 

and Ben Daniel have partnered with the directors of the 
University of Texas Autism Project. 

“[It’s] an example of our commitment to the 
community and kids, doing something that’s good to 
invest back,” Daniel said. 

Through the partnership, the athletic complex 
anchoring the development will be used as a center for 
the support of autistic children and their families. UTAP 
directors and students will have access to the facility for 
autism research, lessons and care of children with autism.  

Good nature
Taylor Regional Park and Sports Complex 

touts more than sport accommodations. The 
park is a nature conservation area with native 
trees, wildflowers and bird nesting boxes near 
a 6-acre lake to be stocked with fish. Play-
scapes, picnic pavilions and a 1.5-mile walking 
trail and the park’s planned educational signs 
will teach visitors about conservation.

“It’s a completely active park with this 
huge passive aspect in it,” Taylor Recreation 
Superintendent Michael De Vito said. “It’s a 
testament as to how you can make those 
elements work together.”

Comment at more.impactnews.com/7001

Healthcare 4 Her
Catherine Roane-Blaker, M.D.  •  Brittany Key, PA-C
A Division of Women’s Health Associates

Now proudly off ering 
our new weight program,

A LIGHTER YOU.  
CALL TODAY TO SCHEDULE 

YOUR $15 CONSULTATION VISIT.

THE
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Serving the Austin, Round Rock, Georgetown, Cedar Park, 
Leander, Hutto, Taylor and surrounding areas.

Dr. Stephanie 
Shaw

Board Certified in 
Endocrinology and 

Metabolism

Dr. Julie Talavera
Board Certified in 

Endocrinology and 
Metabolism

I-35
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By Suzanne Haberman
Drivers who fill up at some Williamson 

County gas stations may have noticed the 
fuel they are buying contains up to 10 per-
cent ethanol. As ethanol becomes more 
widely used, drivers may wonder why it is 
so prevalent and what effect the blend will 
have on pocketbooks and mileage. 

Blended fuel may seem as though it 
appeared overnight, but ethanol’s journey 
to local pumps has taken more than 20 
years, first showing up after federal legis-
lation in 2007. 

When amendments to the Clean Air Act 
passed in the 1990s, Congress required 
gasoline be reformulated with an oxygen-
ate to help reduce emissions produced 
by burning fossil fuels. Oil refineries 
originally combined fuel with a petroleum 
byproduct called methyl tertiary butyl 
ether, or MTBE. The U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency put a stop to its use 
after the chemical leaked into the ground 
and contaminated drinking water supplies. 

“The agency eliminated the require-
ment for the use of MTBE as an oxygen-
ate fuel and settled on the use of ethanol, 
which is a renewable fuel,” EPA regional 
spokesman Dave Bary said. 

It was not until April 2009, however, that 
Texas law required signs on fuel pumps to 
clearly state the fuel contains ethanol.

 Ethanol is an alcohol made from the 
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Fuel pumps across Texas are required to have signs letting 
customers know when gasoline contains ethanol.

simple sugars found in crops such as grain 
and sugar cane. More than 80 percent of 
ethanol produced comes from corn, much 
of which is grown in the Midwest, accord-
ing to a report by the American Petroleum 
Institute. The price of ethanol is largely 
driven by the price of corn, much like the 
price of gasoline is driven by the price of 
crude oil. 

 In addition to being a renewable re-
source, ethanol burns cleaner than petro-
leum fuel, so its use decreases the amount 
of nitrous oxide vehicles emit into the air. 
However, ethanol has 20 to 30 percent 
lower energy content than fossil fuel, a 
small difference drivers might notice at 
the wheel. 

“That means you get a 25 to 30 percent 
reduction in fuel economy, so at the 10 
percent level, that’s 2 or 3 percent,” API 
Fuels Issues Manager Al Mannato said.  

The Energy Policy Act of 2005 only 
mandated that areas with poor air qual-
ity offer ethanol-blended fuel. Dallas and 
Houston fell into the EPA’s nonattainment 
category for regions with high pollution.

Further amendments under the Energy 
Independence and Security Act of 2007 
called for the use of ethanol everywhere, 
even in areas with lower air pollution. 

“Therefore, you’re beginning to see 
the use of ethanol gasoline not only in 
nonattainment areas, but also all across 

the country,” Bary said. 
The goal of the program is to burn 36 

billion gallons of ethanol a year by 2020. 
In 2009, consumers burned 11.1 billion 
gallons in the United States. 

“We estimate about 80 percent of the 
gasoline nationwide has ethanol in it,” 
Mannato said.

The percentage of ethanol mixed in fuel 
could increase to 15 percent if the EPA 
raises the standard, as proposed last year. 
Called E85, the blend is already available 
at some gas stations, but is for flexible fuel 
vehicles designed to burn alternative fuels. 
API spokeswoman Cathy Landry said the 
institute is opposed to the increase until 
adequate testing can show that all vehicles 
can run effectively on the increased ratio.

Inside Information  |  Local gasoline’s ethanol content

15 gallons of gas

Regular gasoline

$2.50 per gallon = $37.50

Ethanol-blend gasoline

At 20 mpg 
you can drive:

Extra cost for ethanol-blend gasoline: $39/year

$1,250** $1,289**

*3 percent subtracted for difference in fuel economy

**numbers shown are average mid-size sedan figures 
selected to demonstrate difference in fuel economy

At 19.4* mpg 
you can drive:

Annual cost for 10,000 miles

One Acre Lots 
in

Gabriel’s Grove

Please contact Ken Doocy:
(512) 848-3676

ken@jeff watsonhomes.com

lease contact Ken Dooc

I-35
Williams Dr.

FM 2338
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Jeff  Watson Homes

Heavily wooded
Georgetown Schools
Gated community
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www.jeffwatsonhomes.com

Heavily woodedH

Design-Build Just for You
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Business ProfilesTop Stories    

Northwest Austin When 
high school sweethearts Larry 
and Diane Lugo opened Mane 
Tamers in 1978, they knew they 
wanted to do more than just 
style hair: They wanted to listen.

Larry believes hairstyling 
should be considered an art 
form. It is an ideology that has 
developed from more than 
25 years of experience in the 
industry and an entire lifetime 
of watching family members 
practice the trade.

Larry he grew up in a poor 
family, but was fascinated as 
a child by the level of success 
enjoyed by his family members 
who worked in salons. Hoping 
to mimic their achievement, he 
went to school to study hair care 
and developed a deeper appre-
ciation for it.  

After a year of working in 
other salons, Larry decided to 
open his own. Soon after, Diane 
decided to try her hand with 
hair as well. 

Today both Larry and Diane 
practice the craft—Larry performs 
mostly cuts, and Diane works 

primarily as a color specialist.
Their method of doing busi-

ness has proven successful. 
Since opening the first salon in 
northwest Austin more than 
30 years ago, they have been 
able to add other locations in 
Georgetown, Round Rock and 
Cedar Park.  
Full story at more.impactnews.com/6804

Pflugerville With Valentine’s 
Day approaching, Carlene Wells 
is gearing up for what she hopes is 
one of her busiest days of the year.

Wells owns Bloomin’ Across 
Texas, a full-service florist that has 
been operating in Pflugerville for 
more than 17 years. 

Wells and her mother, Janelle 
Johnson, first opened Bloomin’ 
Across Texas in 1992, and the 
business remains a family affair. 
Johnson still works at the shop 
occasionally, and Wells’ oldest son, 
Randall, is there full time. Wells’ 
other son, Russell, works at the 
shop part time and attends the 
University of Texas.

The team offers arrangements 
for all occasions, including birth-
days, anniversaries, weddings and 
funerals. Staff provides designs in 
both traditional and contempo-
rary styles with silk or fresh flow-
ers, and green or blooming plants. 
Delivery is available to Austin, 
Pflugerville, Round Rock, Hutto, 
Cedar Park and Leander.

Because Bloomin’ Across Texas 
is a local florist, the staff can create 
gift baskets and arrangements to 

meet customers’ specifications. 
Wells has enjoyed great success 

over the past 17 years and opened 
a second location in Cedar Park 
eight years ago. She credits her 
employees for helping her achieve 
these heights. 
Full story at more.impactnews.com/6914 

Mane Tamers  11150 Research Blvd., Ste. 204-A
346-2780 • www.lugosmanetamers.com

Bloomin’ Across Texas  1505 Ransom St. 
251-2268 • www.bloominacrosstexas.com

Regional Report  |  Abridged stories from our other editions

Leander A biotech firm based 
in Cambridge, Mass., has picked 
Leander as the site for its first 
testing facility—a move that 
could put Leander on the map 
for cities producing alternative 
energy solutions.

Joule Biotechnologies has 
been in negotiations with the 
city for several months about 
opening a pilot-scale plant in 
Leander, which would allow the 
company to take its technology 
out of the laboratory and test it 
for commercial scale use. If suc-
cessful in Leander, the company 
estimates that it could eventu-
ally produce 25,000 gallons 
of ethanol and 15,000 gallons 
of diesel per acre per year at a 
price that would be competi-
tive with oil. In simpler terms: 
It has the potential to meet the 
nation’s growing diesel needs 
with a land area that, in size, is 
10 percent of Texas.

Similar biotech companies 

Biotech company 
to open in Leander

How Joule’s technology converts CO2 and sunlight into ethanol and diesel

Highly engineered photosynthetic organisms are stored in a non-
freshwater solution. The organism absorbs CO2 and sunlight and, 
eventually, secretes ethanol fuel or other chemical products.

CO2 is absorbed by the organism.

The secretion process occurs in 
the  SolarConverterTM System.

Separaton facility

Joule’s technology uses a 
photosynthetic organism, 
which absorbs sunlight and 
CO2. The organism, held in 
solar panels, then secretes 
ethanol fuel that can be 
used in place of regular fuel. 

1

2

3

4

5
The company hopes to supply 
ethanol fuel and diesel 
for the country’s growing 
transportation needs. 

Sources: Joule Biotechnologies 

have tried mass-producing 
biofuel without success because 
of the high upfront costs of 
development and their reliance 
on land, fresh water and food 
crops. But, because Joule plans 
to produce fuel in a new and 
relatively unknown method, the 
company is piquing the interest 
of others in its field, meaning all 
eyes could be on Leander, too. 

“It will bring attention from 

around the country that Lean-
der is progressive and willing 
to work with companies that 
are environmentally sensitive 
and doing things to change 
the world in a positive man-
ner,” Leander City Manager 
Biff Johnson said. “They’ll look 
at our city and see the landing 
zone we’ve created for emerging 
technology.”
Full story at more.impactnews.com/6766

Lights, camera, Austin: film industry makes a local splash
Central Austin Rowdy Stovall 
vowed he would write and direct 
his first movie before he had his 
first child. Wanting to be in a 
city friendlier toward filmmak-
ers and families, he and wife 
Ashley packed up their Califor-
nia apartment and headed for 
Central Texas.

He finished shooting “Mexi-
can Sunrise” a few days before 
his first child was born. The 
no-budget film, about a bachelor 
party in Mexico gone wrong, 
won several  film festival awards 
in 2008.

Stovall is now working on 
three projects—two in Austin—
including a feature film with a 
budget just under $5 million.

Though most films take more 
than nine months to create, 
Stovall’s experience is emblem-
atic of the region’s film and 
video production community, 
driven by individuals, inde-
pendent contractors and small 
businesses.

“We’re not a very high-profile 
industry because we are behind 
the scenes, not out in front of 
the camera,” said Ted Barn-
hill, president of Castleview 

Central Texas film and video production industry
(economic impact to area during last six months of 2009)

$25 million “Machete,” “Predators”feature films 

$20 million “Friday Night Lights”television shows 

$7.5 million commercial, corporate and educational videos

$52.5 million total
Source: Texas Film Commission (The commission does not track films with budgets less than 
$250,000 or commercials with budgets less than $100,000. Larger projects qualify for state 
incentives and apply to the commission for refunds of 5 to 15 percent of Texas spending.) 

Mane Tamers 
11150 Research Blvd., Ste. 204-A
346-2780 • www.lugosmanetamers.com

Productions, a local five-person 
production company.

The industry has contributed at 
least $52.5 million to the Central 
Texas economy in the past six 
months, Texas Film Commission 
Director Bob Hudgins said.

That number does not include 
low-budget independent films—
the backbone of Austin’s film 
culture—or video game produc-
tions, a related industry at least 
as significant as film and video 
production.

Hudgins and others stress 
the positive repercussions film 
and video productions have on 
the local economy, especially 
small businesses and indepen-
dent contractors, even from 

more modest projects the public 
might not notice are happening.

In filmmaking, Hudgins said 
“the general rule” is that about 
50 percent of production costs 
go toward paying the cast and 
crew; 30 percent to industry-
specific equipment, such as 
cameras; and 20 percent to  
local businesses.

Texas has two main centers 
for film and video production—
Dallas and Austin. Dallas, is 
a hub for commercial and TV 
show production. The relatively 
small Austin area is attrac-
tive to producers by virtue of 
its veteran crew members and 
productions by local icons.
Full story at more.impactnews.com/6610

N

Ransom St.

W
. P

ec
an

 St
.

Wells Branch Pkwy.

I-35

183

Jollyville Rd.

Balcones Woods Dr.

N



Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com   February 2010  |   33  

Neighborhood Dining

Simple eats
Central Austin Tapas restau-
rant Simplicity Wine & Eats 
opened in late December at 
4801 Burnet Road. All tapas 
are under $4; glasses of wine 
are under $8. Food is served in 
compostable and recycled con-
tainers. Owner Parind Vora 
also owns Restaurant Jezebel, 
914 Congress Ave. Visit  
www.simplicitywinebar.com.

YoYo for froyo
Round Rock YoYo’s Frozen 
Yogurt will open a new 
location in January at 201 
University Oaks Blvd., Ste. 
560. The self-serve frozen 
yogurt shop offers nonfat and 
no-sugar-added yogurt flavors 
and more than 40 toppings 
from fresh fruit to crushed 
Oreo cookies. Visit www.
yoyosfrozenyogurt.com.

Bling in the new year 
Leander Max Hudson 
opened Hudson’s Jewelers 
at 1909 S. US 183, Ste. 104, 
in December. After 12 years 
in business, Hudson moved 
from his Cedar Park location 
to the new Leander store. 
This full-service jewelry 
outlet offers custom jewelry, 
repair, restoration, appraisals, 
consignments and fine art. 
All work is done onsite. Open 
Tues.–Sat. 10 a.m.–7 p.m. Call 
866-518-6720 or visit www.
hudsonsjewelery.com

Community Impacts    

Pflugerville Esther Lim re-
counts how much work the past 
28 years as a restaurant owner 
has been. But she musters her 
strength when she compares 
her small sacrifice to the price 
her husband, Hai Lui Lim, paid 
when he risked his life to flee 
Communist Cambodia in the 
1970s.

 The Lims have owned Great 
Wall Express in Pflugerville 
since 2002, and they opened 
another location in Leander 
two years ago. Before that, they 
owned and operated a Chinese 
food restaurant called China 
Gate in Austin for two decades. 
The business has supported 
their family and put their three 
sons through college.

Restaurant ownership has 
long been Hai’s dream. His 
family owned a restaurant in 
Cambodia before he was forced 
to flee the country during the 
Pol Pot regime. Hai hid in Thai-
land for almost a year where 
he worked in restaurants and 
learned to cook. 

Hai does most of the cooking 
at Great Wall Express himself, 
with some help from two of his 
sons. They make the sauces from 

Great Wall Express  1202 FM 685, Ste. A-1
990-0411

Nonprofit Profile

Cedar Park/Leander 
Christopher Zimmerman was 
always watching out for others. In 
2000, a year after graduating from 
McNeil High School, he accompa-
nied a friend to the Marine Corps 
recruitment office just to—as 
Chris told his mother—“make 
sure they don’t take advantage of 
him.”

So it was a surprise to Faith 
Zimmerman, a resident of the 
Brushy Creek neighborhood, 
when her 18-year-old son came 
home and told her that his friend 
was too young to enlist, but that 
Chris himself had joined the 
military. 

His service took him to San 
Diego, to Afghanistan and, even-
tually, to combat in Iraq. 

But on Sept. 20, 2006, Chris was 
caught in an ambush while on 
foot patrol in Zaidon, Al Anbar 
province. During the fight, Chris 
went to aid another soldier and 
was killed. 

Donations to the Zimmerman 
family poured in. They created the 
Christopher Michael Zimmerman 
Memorial Foundation, a nonprofit 
that awards athletic grants and 
scholarships to Central Texas 
youth. The foundation also sup-
ports the Austin Marine Executive 

Association, which assists military 
personnel in transitioning from 
active duty to civilian life.

The foundation’s main fund-
raising event is the Z-Man Recon 
Challenge, a grueling 9-mile, 
multisport competition. Individu-
als and teams of four compete in 
everything from a 5K run to an 
800-meter swim. 

 The foundation partners 
with the Naval Reserve Officers 
Training Corps at the University 
of Texas to do the challenge. For-
merly known as the UT NROTC 
Ironman, the event was renamed 
in Chris’ memory in 2008.
Full story at more.impactnews.com/6717

Round Rock As the first 
African American city council-
man, Garfield McConico helped 
build Round Rock. At the end of 
World War II, a time when the 
city’s population totaled about 
1,400, he worked with former 
Mayor Louis Henna to construct 
some of the city’s first subdi-
visions from the ground up, 
building new homes with lumber 
reused from Army barracks at 
Fort Hood. 

He also ran his own painting 
business, lending his skill in lay-
ing the first coat of paint on the 
Texas Baptist Children’s Home.

His work as a contractor led 
him to meet a broad cross sec-
tion of the community as he 
sought business contacts, and he 
was often known to venture out 
for hours on end to meet and 
converse with new people.

McConico also helped 
build Round Rock in a more 

figurative sense, by creating 
employment opportunities for 
local soldiers when they came 
home from serving abroad. 

McConico’s most enduring 
legacy, however, began in 1969, 
when he became Round Rock’s 
first African-American city 
councilman. 

During his eight years in office, 
McConico and his fellow council 
members faced the first rum-
blings of the city’s expansion.  
Full story at more.impactnews.com/6897

scratch with hot oils, broths and 
fresh garlic and peppers. 

Customers can order the 
dishes to taste, requesting more 
or less spice. 

The Pu Pu Platter ($6.95) comes 
with an assortment of appetiz-
ers. The deep-fried wontons 
and angle-cut egg rolls serve as 
worthy vessels for scooping up 
sweet, bright-red plum sauce. 
Two chicken wings, batter-fried 
shrimp and crab rangoon were 
included on the sampler, as well as 
lightly charred beef on skewers. 
Full story at more.impactnews.com/6912

Round Rock A new and stricter 
ozone standard could put Cen-
tral Texas, including the Round 
Rock and Pflugerville area, in 
danger of violating clean air 
rules set by the U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency. 

The new standard was 
announced Jan. 7 and brings the 
current ozone standard of 75 
parts per billion down to between 
60 and 70 parts per billion. 

The current number is for the 
EPA-designated Austin-Round 
Rock metropolitan area, which 
includes the counties of Bas-
trop, Caldwell, Hays, Travis and 
Williamson.

While a range has been set, a 
final figure will not be announced 
until August, after a period of 
public comment and review.

It is still unclear when the 
standard would go into effect; 
however, the implementation 
date is important because it 
determines how much time the 

Central Texas area has to reduce 
its ozone emissions. 

Not complying with the 
standard can lead to an 
EPA-designated status of 
nonattainment, which is already 
held by cities like Houston and 
Dallas. Nonattainment areas 
face state and federal regulations 
designed to curb ozone levels 
and get the region back within 
compliance. The restrictions, 
which can delay road projects 
and business development, can 
remain in place for 20 years after 
the region returns to compliance.

Joe Cantalupo, executive direc-
tor of the Capital Area Metro-
politan Planning Organization, 
said the new standard could have 
serious consequences.  
Full story at more.impactnews.com/6909 

News Report
Local History
Garfield McConico

CMZ Memorial Foundation  8102 Ephraim Road
699-2116 • www.zmanchallenge.com

EPA requires stricter standard

Pfennig Lane
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Get fit
Cedar Park Manager Luke 
Hartwig opened Nutrishop, 
1465 E. Whitestone Blvd., Ste. 
H-320, in late November. 
The sports nutrition and 
weight-loss store sells 
vitamins, supplements and 
workout clothing. Staff 
offers advice and free diet 
consultations. Open Mon.–
Thu. 10 a.m.–8 p.m., Fri. 10 
a.m.–7 p.m. and Sat.–Sun. 
11 a.m.–6 p.m. Call 986-8920.

Balcones Woods Dr.
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Oak Crest Estates  Georgetown - 78628 Old Town area  Georgetown - 78626 

Featured homes Featured homes

• Established neighborhood with many large 
   oak trees 
• Convenient access to Chandler Park 
• Some homes have river access   
Schools

Carver and Pickett elementary schools• 
Tippit Middle School• 
Georgetown Ninth Grade Center• 
Georgetown High School• 

Mature trees with shaded streets• 
Homes range in age from more than 100 years • 
to new construction

Schools
Annie Purl, Williams, Carver and Pickett • 
elementary schools
Forbes, Benold and Tippit middle schools• 
Georgetown Ninth Grade Center• 
Georgetown High School• 

500 Ridgecrest Drive 1503 Ash St.

Oak Crest Estates Entrance

609 15th St.
3 Br/2 Ba | 1,788 sq. ft.
Stuart Sutton,
JBGoodwin Realtors

4 Br/3 Ba | 2,521 sq. ft.
Romeo Manzanilla, 
Realty Austin

3 Br/1 Ba | 1,200 sq. ft.
Joe Luna, 
Casablanca CenTex Realty

$209,965
844-3254

$349,890
743-7820

$180,000
635-9553

100 Hagen Court 1702 Walnut St.
3 Br/2 Ba | 2,450 sq. ft.
Terry Graf,
 ERA Colonial Real Estate

2 Br/1 Ba | 621 sq. ft.
Lupe Carranco, 
Keller Williams Realty

$309,900
284-2173

$74,900
992-6569

Less than $100,000
$100,000–$149,900
$150,000–$199,900
$200,000–$299,900
$300,000–$399,900
$400,000–$499,900
$500,000–$749,900
$750,000–$999,900
$1 million + 

10
82

116
126
83
46
34
16
11

56
28
68
47
81
92
97
76
99

$244,426
$200,174
$236,323
$195,207
$230,620
$227,333
$230,232
$268,404
$221,360

$139,828
$160,780
$150,854
$196,277
$149,668
$144,234
$147,383
$143,418
$136,917

$65,123
$93,667
$95,538

$119,948
$103,880
$88,616

$116,522
$123,560
$112,918

233
147
125
118
214
199
248
313
374

9
102
46
28
6
-
1
1
-

8
19
22
16
35
36
36
31
29

212
96

135
151
318

-
143
481

-

Price range No. of homes for sale Avg. days on market

41
43
13
10
3
1
1
-
-

5
9
8
6
7

12
14
10
14

162
132
180
134
120
102

5
-
-

Jan 10
Jan 09
Dec 09
Nov 09
Oct 09
Aug 09
July 09
June 09
May 09

Month  

On the market  (Jan. 1-31) Monthly home sales

Georgetown Georgetown GeorgetownGeorgetownHutto Hutto HuttoHuttoTaylor Taylor TaylorTaylor
No. of sales Average price

Market Data
Market data provided by Nicole Boynton

Austin Suburban Properties | 289-4663 | nicole@512buyhome.com

NN

KEEP YOUR RETIREMENT ON SOLID 
GROUND EVEN IF THINGS AT 
WORK ARE UP IN THE AIR.

Michael E. Dosier, CFP®, AAMS®

Financial Advisor

711 San Gabriel Village Blvd., Ste 101
Georgetown, TX 78626
512.930.7066   
800.930.7066

Member SIPC

www.edwardjones.com

208 Skyline Road
3 Br/2 Ba | 2,165 sq. ft.
Mitzkat & Associates

$225,000
508-7653

510 15th St.
3 Br/3 Ba | 3,070 sq. ft.
Gene & Reneé Jantzen, 
Century 21 HS & Associates

$119,500
818-8181

Residential Real Estate  |  Neighborhoods at a Glance

(512) 819-0644
www.georgetownfi tness.com

Come in this month for 
your fi ve 30 minute 

training sessions!

Your Health and Fitness Partners

916 North Austin Avenue
Austin Avenue and Williams Drive, near the CVS

Ri
ve

ry
 Blvd

.
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Georgetown, Hutto and Taylor
ZIP code City      Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Price  Sq. Ft. Agent Agency Phone

ZIP code guide
78626 East Georgetown
78628 West Georgetown
78633 Northwest / Lake Georgetown area
78634 Hutto 
76574 Taylor

78626 Georgetown East Lynn 1703 16th St. 3br/2ba $200,000 2,141 Stuart Sutton J.B. Goodwin, Realtors 844-3254

78626 Georgetown Georgetown Crossing 2815 Kempton St. 4br/2ba $159,800 2,662 Charlotte Aceituno Keller Williams Realty 439-6798

78626 Georgetown Georgian Place 2205 Georgian Drive 4br/2ba $159,000 2,899 Robert Fischer Keller Williams Realty 791-0229

78626 Georgetown Katy Crossing 191 Prairie Springs Loop 2br/2ba $110,000 2,226 Annette Wilson RE/MAX Centx Assoc. 930-4663

78626 Georgetown Katy Crossing 206 Prairie Springs Loop 2br/2ba $110,000 1,095 Jeff Gifford Keller Williams Realty 775-1797

78626 Georgetown Katy Crossing 204 Prairie Springs Loop 2br/2ba $112,000 1,095 Jeff Gifford Keller Williams Realty 775-1797

78626 Georgetown Lost addition 1242 Austin Ave. 5br/4ba $850,000 4,675 Paula Thomas Prudential Texas Realty 818-1717

78626 Georgetown Manchaca 1965 FM 972 5br/3ba $589,000 4,271 Paula Thomas Prudential Texas Realty 818-1717

78626 Georgetown Ranches River Oak 20503 Mcshepe Road Cove 4br/3ba $299,900 2,048 Shirley Linahan Keller Williams Realty 663-8784

78626 Georgetown Meadows of Georgetown 324 Meadow Park Drive 3br/2ba $130,000 1,800 Norma M. Mantz J.B. Goodwin, Realtors 431-6226

78626 Georgetown Pleasant Valley 426 Valley Oaks Loop 4br/2ba $179,900 1,782 Diane Water Keller Williams Realty 657-4750

78626 Georgetown Quail Valley 2304 Rifle Bend Drive 3br/2ba $119,900 1,456 Judith Copple Keller Williams Realty 864-2500

78626 Georgetown Shell addition 401 Pine St. 2br/2ba $130,000 1,092 Patti Witte Keller Williams Realty 630-5959

78626 Georgetown Sparks addition 1903 Main St. 2br/1ba $107,000 1,084 Marcy Urban Urban Homes and Land 413-5842

78626 Georgetown Summer Crest 2414 Edgecliff Path 4br/2ba $166,000 2,554 David Pena ERA - Colonial Real Estate 740-9534

78626 Georgetown Summer Crest 2401 Caprock Place 4br/2ba $164,900 2,499 Ashly Wilson RE/MAX Centx Assoc. 508-0623

78626 Georgetown University Park 74 Jan Lane 3br/2ba $129,900 1,758 Robert Fischer Keller Williams Realty 791-0229

78626 Georgetown Village Park Condos 300 San Gabriel Village Blvd 2br/2ba $175,000 1,288 Ronnie Bleeker Keller Williams Realty 563-4628

78628 Georgetown Berry Creek 459 Logan Ranch Road 4br/2ba $218,000 2,195 Pete Martin ERA - Colonial Real Estate 818-2015

78628 Georgetown Berry Creek 29009 Oakland Hills Drive 4br/4ba $305,000 3,098 Betsy Hayes Keller Williams Realty 869-9956

78628 Georgetown Berry Creek 31012 La Quinta Drive 3br/2ba $259,900 2,500 Rolf Mitzkat Mitzkat and Associates 508-7653

78628 Georgetown Berry Creek 301 Champions Drive 4br/3ba $328,000 3,053 George DeVillar Coldwell Banker United Realtor 639-0258

78628 Georgetown Coves at Berry Creek 123 Champions Court 3br/3ba $335,000 2,912 Lisa Bonnett Keller Williams Realty 639-6765

78628 Georgetown Gabriel Heights 1617 Park Lane 3br/1ba $119,900 1,308 Glenda DuBose Keller Williams Realty 970-1057

78628 Georgetown Georgetown Village 1113 Boxwood Loop E. 4br/2ba $229,000 2,489 Marie Kelley Coldwell Banker United Realtor 966-1020

78628 Georgetown Logan Plateau 101 Laverne Terrace 3br/3ba $558,000 3,413 Katherine Reedholm Keller Williams Realty 964-3010

78628 Georgetown Northwood Oaks 403 Northwood Drive 3br/2ba $107,000 1,315 Judith Copple Keller Williams Realty 864-2500

78628 Georgetown Parkside at Mayfield Ranch 300 Lake Livingston Drive 5br/4ba $310,000 4,570 Kevin Elliott Keller Williams Realty 347-7740

78628 Georgetown Parkside at Mayfield Ranch 208 Lake Livingston Drive 4br/2ba $325,900 4,068 Kevin Elliott Keller Williams Realty 347-7740

78628 Georgetown Reserve at Berry Creek 529 Sarazen S. Loop 5br/3ba $437,000 3,960 Terri Butt Keller Williams Realty 868-9839

78628 Georgetown River Bend 05 Ph 04 3015 Parker Drive 2br/2ba $189,000 1,693 Paula Thomas Prudential Texas Realty 818-1717

78628 Georgetown Sanaloma Estates 5402 Cimarron Lane 3br/2ba $144,900 1,308 Allison AlfoRoad J.B. Goodwin, Realtors 940-4620

78628 Georgetown Serenade East 804 Sabinas Court 3br/2ba $214,900 2,150 Candi Smith Coldwell Banker United Realtor 426-5958

78628 Georgetown Serenade East 4303 Casa Blanca Drive 3br/2ba $175,000 1,979 Pat Crowley Keller Williams Realty 635-6591

78628 Georgetown Sierra Vista 503 Kristina Drive 3br/2ba $177,500 2,117 Judy Chilcoat Keller Williams Realty 680-4480

112 Walnut Tree Loop
New Listing • $479,500

229 Gabriel Woods Drive 
Gated Community • $469,900

Village Park Condo
River Views • $196,000

11205 Los Comancheros Road           
Avery Ranch

1242 S. Austin Avenue 
Stunning Historic • $850,000

30112 Torrey Pines Circle 
Golf Course Lot • $349,500

PaulaThomas.net

111 Standing Oak Dr 
Woodland Park • $440,000

106 Walnut Tree Loop 
New Listing • $325,000

3707 McNeil Drive 
New Listing in Austin

205 Rio Bravo
Acreage/Close-in • $320,000

247 Corral Lane
Liberty Hill • $149,900

409 E University Ave
Historic Downtown • $344,000

218 Jaydee Terrace
Appointment Only • $975,000

1965 FM 972
New Listing • $589,000

138 Walnut Tree Loop
5 Bedrooms, Pool • $649,000

214 South Ridge Circle
Custom in River Ridge • $226,900

3015 Parker Drive
New Listing • $189,000

1105 Winding Creek 
Teravista Beauty • $248,000

SOLD

CONTRACT

PENDING

30.62 Acres on FM 1105 - $229,620• 
40 Acres in Lampasas - $200,000• 
302. W. University - $375,000• 
109 Bella Vista - $95,000• 

COMMERCIAL, LAND & INVESTMENT

 (512) 818-1717 
175 Acres in Lampasas - $650,000• 
340 Spears Ranch 40 Acres - $198,900• 
Refrigerated Storage on 7 Acres - $215,000• 
CR150 10 Acres - $99,900• 

CONTRACT

PENDING

For more information, photos and virtual tours visit my website at PaulaThomas.net and click on Listings or give me a call at (512) 818-1717

332 Bastian Lane
Katy Crossing • $145,000

159 Lost River Blvd.
2+ Acre Estate • $289,000

915 Jasmine Trail
Corner Lot • $119,900

SOLD

503 Kristina Drive, Georgetown              $177,9005

459 Logan Ranch Road, Georgetown       $218,000

324 Meadow Park Drive, Georgetown $130,000

Residential Real Estate  |  Property Listings
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110 Nueces Trail, Georgetown $273,000

ZIP code City       Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Price  Sq. Ft. Agent Agency Phone
78628 Georgetown Texas Traditions 108 Lavaca Lane 3br/2ba $182,500 1,886 Patti Witte Keller Williams Realty 630-5959

78628 Georgetown Thousand Oaks 205 Woodmont Drive 4br/3ba $158,000 2,165 Norma M. Mantz J.B. Goodwin, Realtors 431-6226

78628 Georgetown Wood Ranch 122 DB Wood Road 4br/2ba $300,000 2,413 Freddy Nunnery Coldwell Banker United Realtor 635-0909

78633 Georgetown Estates of Westlake 206 Whispering Springs Lane 4br/2ba $472,500 3,000 Lena Lansdale Keller Williams Realty 818-0229

78633 Georgetown Georgetown Village 132 Spring Court 4br/3ba $300,000 3,620 Pete Martin ERA - Colonial Real Estate 818-2015

78633 Georgetown Shady Oaks Estates 208 Copper Leaf Court 3br/3ba $500,000 3,155 Kiersty Lombar Keller Williams Realty 439-3696

78633 Georgetown Sun City 148 Old Chisholm Trail 3br/2ba $284,900 2,286 Cay Melanson The Stacy Group 966-0295

78633 Georgetown Sun City 101 Goodwater St. 2br/2ba $199,500 1,846 Don Stacy The Stacy Group 869-0223

78633 Georgetown Sun City 112 Six Flags Drive 2br/2ba $149,950 1,310 Tracie Brown Prudential Texas Realty 517-0271

78633 Georgetown Sun City 118 Stetson Trail 2br/2ba $225,000 1,919 Don Stacy The Stacy Group 869-0223

78633 Georgetown Sun City 106 Buttercup Trail 2br/2ba $148,000 1,444 Don Stacy The Stacy Group 869-0223

78633 Georgetown Sun City 100 Buttercup Trail 2br/2ba $176,950 1,593 Pokey Delwaide ERA - Colonial Real Estate 818-9300

78633 Georgetown Sun City 107 Travis Drive 4br/2ba $335,000 2,750 Don Stacy The Stacy Group 869-0223

78633 Georgetown Sun City 112 Piedmont Lane 2br/2ba $289,000 2,070 Derwood Crocker Keller Williams Realty 818-9074

78633 Georgetown Sun City 111 Hampton Circle 2br/2ba $141,444 1,426 Pokey Delwaide ERA - Colonial Real Estate 818-9300

78633 Georgetown Sun City 202 River Rock Drive 4br/2ba $329,000 2,598 Robert Sedlor Coldwell Banker United Realtor 517-8241

78633 Georgetown Sun City 119 Grapevine Lane 3br/2ba $269,500 2,462 Donald Mabray The Stacy Group 869-0223

78633 Georgetown Sun City 409 Mckinney Falls Lane 3br/2ba $320,000 2,871 James Graves ERA - Colonial Real Estate 630-3735

78633 Georgetown Sun City 111 Plover Pass 2br/1ba $121,900 931 Don Stacy The Stacy Group 869-0223

78633 Georgetown Sun City 110 Nueces Trail 2br/2ba $273,000 1,994 Don Stacy The Stacy Group 869-0223

78633 Georgetown Sun City 102 Falls Circle 2br/2ba $157,500 1,328 James Bartley The Stacy Group 630-1032

78633 Georgetown Woodlake  4409 WoodSt.ock Drive 3br/2ba $179,900 2,269 Kay Hewitt Keller Williams Realty 289-9691

78633 Georgetown Woodland Park 100 Majestic Oak 3br/2ba $450,000 3,098 Rolf Mitzkat Mitzkat and Associates 508-7653

78633 Georgetown Woodland Park 105 Sunny Grove Lane 3br/2ba $549,000 3,404 Paula Thomas Prudential Texas Realty 818-1717

78633 Georgetown Woodland Park 112 Walnut Tree Loop 3br/2ba $479,500 3,094 Paula Thomas Prudential Texas Realty 818-1717

78633 Georgetown Woodland Park 106 Walnut Tree Loop 3br/2ba $325,000 2,268 Paula Thomas Prudential Texas Realty 818-1717

78634 Hutto Barrington Add 209 Brushy St. 2br/1ba $85,000 1,395 Alexandra Marek Gaston & Sheehan Realty 656-0788

78634 Hutto Brushy Creek Meadows 203 Madison Lane 3br/2ba $118,000 1,692 Bettye Turner J.B. Goodwin, Realtors 241-1745

78634 Hutto Brushy Creek Meadows 201 Creek Ledge Drive 4br/2ba $145,900 2,260 Marian Derks RE/MAX Capital City 659-1642

78634 Hutto Brushy Creek Meadows 1016 Warbler Cove 3br/2ba $117,900 1,836 Michelle Sheehan Gaston & Sheehan Realty 251-4950

78634 Hutto Clarks Crossing 321 Clarks Way 4br/2ba $122,500 1,343 Gigi Spencer Keller Williams Realty 587-8966

78634 Hutto Country Estates 123 Paige Bend 3br/2ba $128,000 1,607 Kevin McCord Goldwasser Real Estate 784-9644

78634 Hutto Creek Bend 212 Lucky Clover Lane 3br/2ba $140,000 1,704 Virginia Lazenby ERA - Colonial Real Estate 818-0988

78634 Hutto Creekside Estates 112 Tanglewood Lane 3br/2ba $124,999 1,442 George Johnson Keller Williams Realty 203-2985

78634 Hutto Creekside Estates 409 Willowbrook Drive 4br/2ba $103,900 1,696 Michelle Sheehan Gaston & Sheehan Realty 251-4950

78634 Hutto Enclave at Brushy Creek 1306 Samson Drive 4br/2ba $175,000 2,901 Stuart Sutton J.B. Goodwin, Realtors 844-3254

78634 Hutto Heights At Deerfield 220 Spotted Fawn Drive 6br/3ba $220,000 2,813 Dena Hinds Coldwell Banker United Realtor 963-1770

78634 Hutto Hutto Highlands 205 Hendelson Lane 4br/2ba $188,390 2,185 John Mick RE/MAX Capital City 401-9306

78634 Hutto Hutto Parke 321 Brown  St. 4br/3ba $120,000 2,524 Kerry Jackson Keller Williams Realty 903-5355

78634 Hutto Legends Hutto 106 Aguilar Drive 4br/2ba $149,000 2,880 Shannon Huffer Keller Williams Realty 417-0412

78634 Hutto Lookout At Brushy Creek 116 Sentry Point 3br/2ba $329,900 2,698 Kim Moore Coldwell Banker United Realtor 748-6423

78634 Hutto Park at Brushy Creek 118 Fistral Drive 3br/2ba $139,000 1,679 Karen Covey Goodwin Partners, Inc. 423-5018

78634 Hutto Star Ranch 909 Bethpage Drive 4br/2ba $203,450 2,835 Michelle Sheehan Gaston & Sheehan Realty 251-4950

76574 Taylor Cuba John M 1309 Willow Brook Trail 4br/2ba $223,500 2,336 Patricia Jumonville ERA - Colonial Real Estate 423-6466

76574 Taylor David Evans 1309 Victoria St. 2br/1ba $71,000 1,006 Cherri Thompson Keller Williams Realty 924-9548

76574 Taylor Rob Roy Estates 2904 Zachary Lane 3br/2ba $119,900 1,447 George Johnson Keller Williams Realty 203-2985

76574 Taylor Roberston & Bland 1702 Mclain St. 2br/1ba $44,900 1,070 Joseph Vogel Keller Williams Realty 626-5667

76574 Taylor Winsett J Survey 819 Hackberry St. 5br/3ba $340,000 3,460 Donald W. Dungan Keller Williams Realty 439-3628

132 Spring Court, Georgetown $300,000

The residential real estate listings were added to the market between 01/05/10 and 02/05/10 and were provided by the Austin Board of Realtors, www.abor.com. Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this listing, 
Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

For additional residential real estate listings, visit more.impactnews.com/6973

100 Buttercup Trail, Georgetown  $176,950

321 Clarks Way, Hutto $122,500

Residential Real Estate  |  Property Listings

Consult with your Austin REALTOR® to learn  
 more or visit www.AustinHomeSearch.com.

BROUGHT TO YOU BY THE 
AUSTIN BOARD OF REALTORS®

There aren’t many investments that have held their value like 
Central Texas real estate. In fact, the average Central Texas home 
purchased just six years ago has appreciated 20 percent. With 
plenty of homes available and interest rates at 40-year lows, 
now may just be the best time for you to move up. Why not learn 
how you could build wealth through Austin real estate today?

Get the facts from your REALTOR® today.

Home Ownership is an 
Investment in Your Future

Individual, Business, Trust & Estate Tax Preparation, 
Accounting, Bookkeeping & Consultation Services

Certifi ed Public Accountant

(512) 868-2227
amanda@amandamcintoshpc.com

205 East University Suite # 402, Georgetown, TX 78626

118 Fistral Drive $139,000

2904 Zachary Lane, Taylor $119,900


