
March 28 Saturday for Caring and Sharing St. Paul 
Lutheran Church in Taylor hosts a day of grilled food, baked goods 
and family activities at its annual food and blood drive. | 5

aPrIL 4-5  Hutto Relay for Life Teams take turns walking and 
running laps in an overnight event benefiting the American 
Cancer Society. | 5

Area home building scaled 
back as credit market tightens

Chatsworth Products Inc. 
celebrated the opening of its new 
research, development and training 
center with a ribbon cutting Feb. 17 
in Georgetown. | 4

Oak Tree Drive Bridge construction 
is expected to begin in Georgetown 
this month. | 4

State legislators receive 
appointments to committees in 
the Texas Senate and House of 
Representatives. | 14

Georgetown City Council approves 
lowering speed limits along portions 
of East University Avenue. | 13

Jim Dunaway 
took office as 
city manager for 
the City of Taylor 
March 2. | 13

City of Taylor and Williamson 
County officials broke ground  
Feb. 16 on the East Williamson 
County Regional Park. | 18

Carmine’s Pizza and Pasta reopens 
in Georgetown after closing its Hutto 
restaurant last summer. | 4

Texas First Lady Anita Perry 
awarded Georgetown the First Lady’s 
Texas Treasures Award Feb. 12.
more.impactnews.com/3309

Rob Bauman 
became president 
of the Taylor 
Chamber of 
Commerce 
March 2. 
more.impactnews.
com/3482

What’s News    

What’s Online    
www.impactnews.com

What’s Ahead    

Experts foresee Central 
Texas housing shortage

City completes one-phase pilot 
program for public bus system
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By Beth Wade
The City of Georgetown joined other municipalities, 

such as the City of Austin, offering free wireless internet to 
citizens in February with a pilot program that provides a 
free Wi-Fi network on the Square. 

This is the city’s second hot spot. Currently, free wireless is 
offered at the public library, and plans include expanding the 
network to include the Georgetown Recreation Center once 
renovations to its new teen center are complete.

“This is the first opportunity for my department to pro-
vide this type of service to the community,” Information 
Technology Director Dennis Schoenborn said.

While the service is free on the Square, Schoenborn 
said the service is geared more toward visitors and 

By Beth Wade
The City of Georgetown has been consid-

ering a public transit system since the mid-
1980s. Now 20 years, three transit studies and 
a one-phase pilot program later, council mem-
bers and staff are still caught in the debate.

“From the indications that I get, it is going 

to be too much expense,” said Leo Wood, 
former Georgetown city manager and transit/
fixed-route working group member. “The ex-
pense outweighs the benefits. That is just the 
bottom line. When you look at the dollars they 
are talking about for operating costs, it is sev-
eral hundred thousand dollars. This study that 
we have been conducting since December in-
dicates that it is certainly not going to generate 
enough revenue to meet the expense needs.”

While some doubt there is a need for a full-
scale system, others, including District One 

Councilwoman Patty Eason, believe the city 
would benefit from the service.

Eason is the chair of the city’s 2030 Com-
prehensive Plan Steering Committee Transit/
Fixed-Route Working Group. The 15-member 
committee, along with the Capital Area Ru-
ral Transportation System and consultant Ken 
Hosen from the KFH Group, helped complete a 
public transportation plan for the city, paid for 
by the Texas Department of Transportation.

By Rob  Heidrick
New home construction de-

clined in Williamson County in 
2008 as credit markets collapsed 
nationwide, limiting financing 
options for buyers and home 
builders alike. The downward 
trend has revealed an impasse 
between the area’s rising popula-
tion and major slowdowns afflict-
ing local building markets. 

Many builders at the national 
and local levels have fallen short 
on liquid capital to invest in new 
projects in recent months, and 
as a result, many of them are 
folding, filing for bankruptcy or 
otherwise scaling back. Angelos 
Angelou, principal executive of-
ficer of AngelouEconomics in 

Austin, forecasts just 6,000 home 
starts for the Austin metro area 
in 2009, down from 8,200 in 2008 
and 12,400 in 2007.
Shortage forecast

Angelou said the steady decrease 
in new home starts in the Austin 
area has paved the way for an ar-
tificial housing shortage in 2009 
and 2010. In this scenario, popula-
tion growth outpaces building and 
home sales, making it difficult for 
new residents to find permanent 
housing while waiting out lags in 
building and development.

“This is not an industry where 
you can just go from [building] 
50 homes to 100,” he said. “It’s 
not something you can ratchet up 
from one day to another.”

Angelou said the market is 
poised for rapidly increasing 

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

CONTINUED ON |29

CONTINUED ON |20
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Communities offer free wireless internet, computers for public use

Georgetown transit

Georgetown launches free Wi-Fi on the Square•	
TaylorCNET provides free computer and internet access for citizens•	          Public Wi-Fi safety

While using public networks can be convenient, without proper security, logging on can be similar 
to leaving your personal information open for anyone to see.

 •  Use the computer’s security - Windows, Mac and Linux come with firewalls to keep strangers 
from connecting to the computer. Anti-virus software is also available with free software packages.

 •  Evil Twin Attacks - Hackers sometimes set up similarly spelled networks like “HavaHouse” 
instead of “JavaHouse.” Once connected to their imitation network, they can get information from  
the computer and internet activity.

•  Shared files and folders could be accessible to the public when a laptop is logged on to public Wi-Fi.

•  Wireless Sniffing - It is best to wait until you are at home or in a more secure environment 
before using websites that need a password, like e-mail or banking. 

• Shoulder Surfing -  Not every attack is high tech. While reading e-mail or banking online, someone 
may be sitting nearby watching for user names and passwords or finding personal information.
More at http://more.impactnews.com/3434
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You have so much to gain from losing.

s t d a v i d s . c o m

Obesity is something that many people struggle with everyday,

not just physically but emotionally. If you’re overweight and

want to make changes in your life, our Weight Loss Surgery

Seminar Series is a step in the right direction. With the help

of our dedicated team of healthcare professionals, you’ll

find out exactly how much you have to gain from losing.

WEIGHT LOSS SURGERY 
SEMINAR SERIES

ST. DAVID’S ROUND ROCK MEDICAL CENTER
2400 Round Rock Ave. Round Rock, TX 78681

To register for a seminar, please call

1.888.868.2104
or

1.512.478.3627
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If you’re searching for a 
positive topic of conversa-
tion, the current state of 
the housing and job mar-
kets are probably not at the 
top of your list. But here 

are some numbers that might change that.
In January, the U.S. Bureau of La-

bor Statistics released the findings of a 
report that tracked job creation in 300 
of the largest counties in the United 
States. Overall, the national average was 
a decrease of 0.3 percent from June 2007 
to June 2008. In Williamson County, 
however, the employment growth rate was 
up 4.3 percent. The only county we trailed 
was Orleans Parish, Louisiana, which 
benefits from a booming post-Hurricane 
Katrina construction industry. 

While home values decreased 4.5 
percent nationally from the fourth 
quarter of 2007 to the fourth quarter 
of 2008, Texas saw an increase of 2.1 

percent, according to the Federal Hous-
ing Finance Agency. Locally, Austin-area 
homeowners experienced an average 
appreciation of 4.4 percent.

While our local economy is holding 
up well, you may have noticed a few local 
businesses that have shut their doors. 
“For Lease” signs in the windows is an 
unpleasant sight, but there’s a potential 
problem bigger than the locked doors. 
A full two-thirds of our gross domestic 
product comes from consumer spending. 
When the sight of a closed business causes 
us to alter our spending habits because of 
an uneasy feeling, healthy businesses suf-
fer. Smarter personal spending habits are 
never a bad thing, but I hope fear doesn’t 
get in the way of reasonable spending that 
supports local business.
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and Pflugerville in 2005, our mission has been to 
provide useful information to the communities 
we serve. Now distributing to more than 383,000 
homes and businesses in six markets, the papers’ 
commitment to local, unbiased reporting has 
become a recognized brand. At a time when print 
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Online at more.impactnews.com/3232Williamson County property appraisals
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“Two comments, from someone who’s been in the 
property tax business for 25 years: 1) There’s no sense 
in putting a cap on all real property. That’s effectively 
the same as removing the cap altogether. If everyone’s 
going to pay taxes based on a capped value, the 
burden will end up being spread fairly to everybody.  
2) Look at the definition of real property in the 
Property Tax Code, and then decide if caps on all 
real property is really what you want. Rural districts 

that rely significantly on oil and gas mineral interests 
will not like this proposed cap idea at all. A lot of 
businesses pay a sizeable portion of their property tax 
each year on personal property. None of this results in 
less tax ultimately paid   — it just shifts the burden to 
those who don’t scream louder than others.”

—  NorthTxGuy
Subscribe to weekly e-mail newsletters:
impactnews.com/emailupdates
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Georgetown, Hutto and Taylor Community Impact

Georgetown

1 Antique celebration
Copper Ridge Antiques will host a grand 
re-opening celebration March 21-22 at 
its new location, 3700 Williams Drive. 
The event will feature special offers from 
antique dealers. Call 868-2112 or visit 
www.copperridgeantiques.com.

2 Technology center opens
California-based Chatsworth Products 
Inc. opened a research, development and 
training center Feb. 17 at 3004 S. Austin 
Ave. The company manufactures systems to 
manage IT infrastructure equipment. The 
facility includes a thermal test lab, product 
test lab, training center, product showroom 
and customer meeting center. Call 868-6070 
or visit www.chatsworth.com/rdt.

3 Building bridges
Construction of a new bridge over Berry 
Creek on Oak Tree Drive is scheduled 
to begin in March and will take about 10 
months to complete. The crossing will be 
closed during the construction period. At 
its Feb. 10 meeting, the Georgetown City 
Council approved a $931,163 bid from A 
Greater Austin Development Company to 
build the bridge. Visit www.georgetown.org.

4 Benvenuto, pizzeria
Carmine and Beverly Fazzolari re-opened 
Carmine’s Pizza and Pasta Feb. 9 at 3010 
Williams Drive, Ste. 118. The restaurant 
was open in Hutto for more than two 
years before closing last summer. Hours 
are Mon.-Thu. 11 a.m.-9 p.m., Fri.-Sun.  
11 a.m.-10 p.m. Call 240-4981.

5 First impressions 
Tribal Impressions, a new store offering 
Native American art, jewelry and crafts, 
will open mid-March at 108 W. Eighth St., 
a building formerly occupied by Brenda’s 
Dresses. The shop sells leather goods, 
limited edition prints, stone carvings and 
other items. Call 244-0006.

6 Special delivery
Locally owned franchise PostalAnnex+ 
will open in late March in the Market 
Place II shopping center, 1530 Sun City 
Blvd., Ste. 120. The store offers packaging 
and shipping, jumbo shipping, private 
mailbox rental, copying, faxing, notary, 
key cutting, office supplies, gift cards and 
custom printing. Call 869-8080 or visit 
www.postalannex.com.
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Kathy Walters received the Ambassador of the Year award 
from Hutto Chamber of Commerce Executive Assistant Liz 
Beams Feb. 27.

Taylor officials broke ground Feb. 16 at East Williamson County 
Regional Park.

BB’s Home Cooking re-opened at 4701 Williams Drive, Bldg. 1, 
in Georgetown in January.

8

11

Community Events    

March
14 |  Georgetown Home and Garden Show
Show Barn, 425 E. Morrow St., Georgetown • 9 a.m.-4 p.m.
Free • 863-2567 • bstanley@firsttexasbank.com

16 |  Chisholm Trail Elks Lodge Golf Tournament
Cimarron Hills Golf and Country Club, 103 Cimarron Hills Trail 
West, Georgetown • 9 a.m. • $135/player • 639-9662

17 |  The Caring Place 19th Annual Soup Supper
Homemade soup, bread, desserts and silent auction
St. Helen’s Catholic Church, 2700 E. University Ave., George-
town • 5-7:30 p.m. • $7/adults, $3/children
869-4735

21 |  Hutto Arbor Day
Tree planting at various locations beginning at Fritz Park, 
400 Park St. • 8 a.m.-noon • 759-4000 • www.huttotx.gov

26 |  Georgetown Chamber of Commerce  
New Member Showcase
Approximately 60 booths, free food, music, door prizes
Georgetown Community Center, 445 E. Morrow St. 
4-7 p.m. • Free • 930-3535

27 |  Holes for Habitat
Benefits Habitat for Humanity of Williamson County 
Star Ranch Golf Club, 2500 FM 685, Hutto • 12:30 p.m. 
registration, 1:30 p.m. shotgun start • $85/player 
931-0400 • www.holesforhabitat.com

28 |  Saturday for Caring and Sharing
Grilled food, baked goods and family activities at St. Paul 
Lutheran Church’s annual food and blood drive in Taylor, 
610 Fowzer St. •  9 a.m.-3 p.m. • 352-2773

City-Wide Garage and Sidewalk Sale
Downtown Georgetown • 8 a.m.-1 p.m. 
868-8675 • www.dgagtx.org

29 |  Second Anniversary Help the Cure with Maxie
Haircuts for the entire family for $5, proceeds benefit the 
Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer Foundation
Maxie Family Hair Salon, 550 S. FM 1660, Ste. 6, Hutto 
9 a.m.-5 p.m. • 846-1866

Second Annual Austin Autism Bike Ride 
Berry Springs Park and Preserve, 1801 CR 152, Georgetown 
9 a.m. • $40/non-ASGA member 16 and up, $20/ASGA 
member 16 and up, $20/non-ASGA member 15 and 
younger, $10/ASGA member 15 and younger  
479-4199 • www.austinautismbikeride.org

April
4 |  4th Annual “Don’t Mess with Texas” Trash-Off
Begins in Fritz Park, 400 Park St. • 8 a.m.-noon  
759-4000 • www.huttotx.gov

4-5 |  Hutto Relay for Life
Benefiting the American Cancer Society
Hutto High School, 101 FM 685 • 7 p.m.-7 a.m. 
$10/participant • 846-1030 • www.relayforlife.org/huttotx

See our Spring/Summer Entertainment Guide on page 22 
for more events in Georgetown, Hutto and Taylor.

Sponsored by

2000 Scenic Drive, Georgetown

High Blood Pressure/High Cholesterol 
Awareness Seminar
March 17, 6-7 p.m. 
St. David’s Georgetown Hospital
Call 478-3627 or 888-868-2104 to register.

7 A new chapter
Local bookseller Dog Eared Books will 
move to the Square in April. The new 
location, 109 W. Seventh St., Ste. 115, will 
have double the current store’s floor space 
and will accommodate a higher volume 
of books. A mezzanine level will house 
children’s books and will feature a stage 
for musical events and family-friendly 
performances. Call 868-3363.

8 Comforting cuisine
In January, BB’s Home Cooking re-
opened at 4701 Williams Drive, Bldg. 1. 
The restaurant offers burgers, chicken-
fried steak, pulled pork, crab cakes and 
other indulgences. BB’s is open for lunch 
11 a.m.-2:30 p.m. daily and offers dinner 
Mon.-Thu. 4:30-8:30 p.m. and Fri.-Sat. 
4:30-9:30 p.m. Weekend brunch runs 
8-11 a.m. Call 796-6102. 

9 Have a Seat
The County Seat Café, 119 W. Seventh 
St., changed ownership Feb. 16, and new 
owners Debbie Grover, Trudy Waldron 
and Mehi Vaclavik plan to make several 
changes to the restaurant’s layout. The 
second-floor ice cream parlor will move 
to the first level to make way for a bar, and 
the third floor will primarily be used for 
catering operations. Call 863-0596.

Hip to be Square
The Downtown Georgetown Association 
launched its Friends of the Square 
membership campaign in February. E-mail 
updates will keep members informed 
about upcoming events, and membership 
cards can be used to get discounts from 
many local merchants. Applications are 
available at participating businesses and 
the DGA office, 103 W. Seventh St., for a 
$25 fee. Call 868-8675 or visit  
www.thegeorgetownsquare.com.

New chiefs
The nonprofit healthcare group Lone 
Star Circle of Care hired new officers in 
February. Dr. Scott Nicklebur, who was the 
assistant director of emergency medicine 
at St. David’s Georgetown Hospital, will 
serve as LSCC’s new chief medical officer.  
Incoming Chief Operating Officer for 
Clinical Systems Maureen Polivka also 
comes from St. David’s Georgetown 
Hospital where she was director of women’s 
services and interim chief nursing officer.  
Call 868-1124 or visit www.lscctx.org.

City financial rating improves
National credit rating firm Fitch Ratings 
upgraded the City of Georgetown’s bond 
rating in February, from AA to A+. The 
company attributed the positive evaluation 
to the city’s broadening tax base and solid 
financial planning. Upcoming highway 
bond projects could also ensure continued 
growth in the area, according to Fitch 
representatives. Visit www.fitchratings.com.

Hutto

10 High school construction
Construction continued at Hutto High 
School in February, as crews went to work 
on the second phase of a project to upgrade 
classrooms. The first phase, which involved 
remodeling the ninth-grade center’s south 
end, wrapped in January. The next stage 
includes new construction and renovations 
to add space for science labs and additional 
classrooms. It is scheduled to be complete 
by the end of the summer. Call 759-4700 or 
visit www.hutto.txed.net. 

Hutto chamber awards
The Hutto Chamber of Commerce 
presented awards at its annual banquet 
Feb. 27. Jeff Svoboda was named Citizen 
of the Year. Other winners were: Rosanne 
Greenway, Educator of the Year; Kathy 
Walters, Ambassador of the Year; Kae 
Porter, Chairman’s Award; Rachel Foster-
Boldt, Outgoing Chairman’s Award; Hutto 
Therapy, Small Business of the Year and 
Texas Fixtures, Large Business of the Year. 
Former Mayor Ken Love received the 
first annual Kenneth L. Love Meritorious 
Service Award. Call 759-4400 or visit 
www.hutto.org.

Clean cutting
The Hutto Chamber of Commerce hosted 
a ribbon cutting for Express Commercial 
Cleaning at the chamber office Feb. 
20. Serving Hutto, Austin and several 
neighboring cities, the business offers 
a range of services, including window 
cleaning, janitorial duties, trash pick up and 
final construction clean up. Visit  
www.expresscommercialcleaning.com or 
call 589-9001.

Taylor

11 Park ground breaking
Williamson County and City of Taylor 
officials broke ground Feb. 16 at East 
Williamson County Regional Park. 
The 75-acre park will include eight Little 
League baseball fields, two championship 
baseball fields, two soccer fields, two 
basketball courts, a playground and 
walking trails. A future phase will add five 
soccer fields. Call 260-4283 or visit 
www.wilco.org.

12 Have a ballroom
Owners of the Taylor Mansion, 2109 E. 
Fourth St., opened a new, 2,400 sq. ft. 
ballroom Feb. 20. The Crystal Ballroom 
will host weddings, receptions, parties, 
reunions, corporate events and other 
functions. Call 352-5447 or visit  
www.thetaylormansion.com.

13 Senior center open house
The Taylor Senior Citizens Center will 
hold an open house March 17 to celebrate 
the opening of its newly refurbished 
building at 410 W. Seventh St. The Senior 
Nutrition Program, a Meals on Wheels 

partner organization that serves healthy 
meals to seniors, will occupy half the 
building, and the other half will be used 
as a senior lounge. The nutrition center 
moved into the building in January. Call 
352-5539 or visit www.wbco.net.

14 What’s in storage
Advanced Highway 79 Storage opened 
Feb. 12 at 4105 W. Second St. In addition to 
storage units, the business leases office suites 
and RV parking spaces. Call 365-1450 or 
visit www.advhwy79storage.com.

New chamber president
The Taylor Chamber of Commerce 
Board of Directors hired Rob Bauman 
to serve as president. Bauman, who began 
March 2, was the executive director of the 
Carlsbad, N.M., Chamber of Commerce 
and Convention and Visitors Bureau. Call 
352-6364 or visit www.taylorchamber.org.

Williamson County

Landfill contract approved
The Williamson County Commissioners 
Court approved a new contract March 3 
governing Waste Management’s operation 
of the county’s landfill. The county will 
initially collect 10 percent of gross
receipts, and the payment will increase 
to 14.5 percent one year after an environ-
mental permit goes into effect. At mini-
mum, the county will take in $250,000 
each year. A full copy of the signed con-
tract is available at www.wilco.org.
News or questions about Georgetown, Hutto or Taylor? 
E-mail ghtnews@impactnews.com.

Calendar events for print must be submitted by the 22nd 
of the month. Submit events and find our Central Texas 
calendar online at www.impactnews.com/calendar.
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By Tiffany Young
Karen Richards, owner of Na-

ture’s Treasures of Texas, began 
selling gemstones at trade shows 
in 1986 in San Diego, Calif. Her 
interest in crystals began after 
reading a book on stones’ heal-
ing effects and shortly after a trip 
to Arkansas where she pur-
chased a variety of crystals. 

Originally Richards sold 
gemstones at trade shows, but 
moved into permanent loca-
tions after moving to Texas. 

Nature’s Treasures has locations 
in Georgetown, north Austin 
and central Austin, each with a 
slightly different focus.

The Georgetown store special-
izes in fossils and Texas miner-
als. The collection features items 
such as mammoth bones, sea 
corral, urchins and 60 million-
year-old shell fossils. Many of 
these ocean fossils date back to 
the period when Central Texas 
was a coastline, Richards said. 
Previous displays at Nature’s 

Owner Karen Richards

Business Profile    Nature’s Treasures of Texas  Georgetown
Treasures’ Georgetown location 
have included a bison skull and 
the tibia of a baby mammoth.

The shop is located inside the 
vault of an old bank building, 
and the underground caves of 
Inner Space Caverns run be-
neath the property. At one time, 
Richards said, there was an open 
entrance to the caves just behind 
the building, but it has since 
been boarded up.

“This area has some great 
energy,” she said.

Richards returned from a 
buying trip to Tucson, Ariz., in 
February with loads of new trea-
sures in hand, including pieces 
of glass from the Ancient Roman 
era and fossils from Russia and 
Morocco. The semiannual jour-
ney is a banner event for mineral 
and fossil enthusiasts. Vendors 
line up their products in hotel 
rooms, and Richards and other 
collectors go from room to room 
looking for treasures.

“If you had told me years 
ago I’d be telling you about 
rocks, I wouldn’t have believed 
you,” Richards said. “I’ve been 
a shopaholic my whole life and 
I guess that’s what I do now 

— people pay me to go shopping.”
While many small businesses 

have seen a decline in customers 
recently, Richards said her prod-
ucts are gaining interest.

“With the economy the way 
it is, people are coming back to 
basics,” Richards said. “Traffic 
has picked up. They might be 
spending less, but they are com-
ing in more.”

She feels this is because people 
are more likely to try a cheaper 
solution for their ailments. It 
is believed that stones can heal 
maladies such as headaches and 
stress with their vibrations. But, 
regardless of whether a person 
believes a rock can heal him is 
not that important, Richards said.

If she could encourage people 
to do one thing for themselves, 
she would recommend they get a 
salt lamp because it is a natural 
ionizer, meaning it purifies air of 
dust and allergens.

“People as a whole are skep-
tics, and it is interesting to see 
how people change when they 
come in here,” Richards said. 
“Probably my biggest skeptic was 
my husband, but if you ask him 
now, he’s a believer.”
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Karen Richards’ suggestions 
for healing stones
Amethyst: (a master healer) relieves stress 
and headaches

Sodalite: clears electromagnetic pollution 
(place on computer)

Carnelian: full of the life force and vitality; 
calms anger

Rose quartz: heals heart hurts; stone of 
unconditional love and infinite peace

Quartz: most powerful healing and energy 
amplifier on the planet

Citrine: stone of abundance; teaches how to 
manifest and retain

Aventurine: positive stone of prosperity; 
excellent for gardens

Black tourmaline: most protective stone 
physically and energetically

Jasper: the supreme nurturer

Nature’s Treasures of Texas
4300 S. IH 35
864-7319
www.naturestreasurestx.com

GEORGETOWN FAMILY & GERIATRIC MEDICINE
103 THOUSAND OAKS BLVD.  •  GEORGETOWN

ROGELIO TREVINO MD
  Geriatric Fellowship

   Board Certi� ed in Family Medicine

NADIA GUTIERREZ RN

tel (512) 869-4800
fax (512) 869-4807

se habla español
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By Rob Heidrick
By the time Garry Guthrie moved 

Guthrie Cleaners to Hutto in 2002, he 
knew things that only a lifetime in the 
dry cleaning business could teach. The 
store’s previous location in north Austin 
had been open for nearly a decade, but 
the family’s ties to the laundry business 
date back more than 80 years, soon after 
Garry’s grandfather arrived in George-
town by covered wagon. Jim Guthrie 
opened the original Guthrie Cleaners in 
1928 and soon introduced his sons to the 
trade, establishing a network of dry clean-
ing businesses throughout the Austin area 
and paving the way for the family’s third 
generation to continue the tradition.

Garry has done his best to keep it in the 
family: His two sons and two daughters 
have all worked for him at some point. 
His nephew Austin is his current protégé, 
putting in regular hours at the shop while 
preparing to enroll in a fire academy. While 
Guthrie Cleaners is headquartered in Hutto, 
its reach expands well beyond. A satellite 
office opened in Taylor in 2005, and Garry 
handles some of the laundry duties at his 
father’s store on Cameron Road.

He said word of mouth and customer 
loyalty have kept his business going — so 
much so that several of his former Austin 
customers kept coming even after the 
move to Hutto. Persuading people to do 
their dry cleaning locally has not always 
been easy, he said, especially given the 
area’s large commuter population.

“As far as the business end, it’s been 
tough,” Garry said. “People go to Round 
Rock, Pflugerville and Austin for jobs, so 
they do a lot of their running around while 
they’re at work. So it’s been tough getting 
people to change their habits, to get them 
to do some of their shopping and different 
things in Hutto. But it’s slowly changing.”

Garry and his wife, Carol, lived in 
Hutto for four years before the store relo-
cated there, allowing the family to witness 
the city’s local business community first 
take root. He describes this network of 
emerging entrepreneurs as a cohesive 
group with a common goal of preserving 

Owner Garry Guthrie

Business Profile    Guthrie Cleaners  Hutto

Due yesterday

New office space delayed 

Filing cabinet didn’t arrive 

Contract needs signature

Contact us to learn more about how we can  
tailor the right phone solution for your business.

In business, you never know what might happen next. But there 

is one thing you can count on — phone service from Time Warner 

Cable Business Class. When you choose Time Warner Cable Business 

Class Phone, you get reliable phone service that runs on our own network, 

backed by our state-of-the-art infrastructure. You can choose from a variety 

of calling plans including the important features you need. And, one of our 

local, dedicated representatives can visit your office and tailor a phone 

solution that is right for your business. Plus, with this offer, you can simplify 

your communications with one bill from the same trusted provider. 1-866-TWC-4BIZ
www.twcbc.com/tx

*O� er applies for new Business Class customers who subscribe to a minimum 3-year term agreement. Savings of 42% is based on the Time Warner Cable Business Class 3-year Texas bundled pricing (15 x 2 data 
service and 3 lines of Business Class Phone) versus the TWCBC standard month-to-month pricing for the same levels of service. Savings amount varies for other bundled packages. Excludes applicable taxes and 
fees, installation charges, and construction costs. Early termination fee may apply. O� er not transferable and may not be combined with any other o� er. Business Class Phone does not include back-up power 
and should there be a power outage, Business Class Phone, including the ability to access 911 services, may not be available. Additional charges apply for taxes, fees, Directory Assistance, Operator Services 
and calls to International locations. O� er ends 03/31/09. After promotional period regular monthly rates in e� ect at that time will apply. Products and services not available in all areas. Some restrictions apply. 
©2009 Time Warner Cable. All rights reserved.

If there’s one thing you can rely 
on, it’s the right phone service.

Internet. Phone. Cable TV.

Sign up for a Time Warner Cable 
Business Class Bundle today and

Save up to 42% 
o�  our standard rates!*
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Hutto’s pro-business values. 
“There’s a lot of small businesses in 

Hutto, and we need all the help we can get 
to stay alive,” he said.

Garry served on the board of the Hutto 
Chamber of Commerce for a three-year 
term ending in December. His promotion of 
local establishments led him to bond with 
fellow business owners and helped spark 
dialogue with the city’s economic planners, 
he said. With Hutto’s booming commercial 
growth in recent years, he believes these 
conversations have become even more im-
portant. Careful planning, Garry said, is the 
key element in maintaining a strong small 
business community while attracting larger 
companies to the city. 

“It’s growing so fast and furious, for 
a while we were just trying to keep up,” 
he said. “The city manager and the city 
staff are doing a really good job. They’ve 
brought Hutto a long way.”

Guthrie Cleaners
307 Farley St.
759-2511
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Guthrie Cleaners timeline
1928  
Jim Guthrie opens the original Guthrie Cleaners 
in Austin 

1945  
Garry’s father, E.W. “Pal” Guthrie, starts his dry 
cleaning company — also called Guthrie Cleaners 
— on Guadalupe Street in Austin at age 17

1994  
Garry opens the third-generation Guthrie Cleaners 
business on North Lamar Boulevard in Austin

1998  
Garry and his family move to Hutto, continuing to 
run the business in Austin

2002 
Guthrie Cleaners moves from north Austin to its 
current location in Hutto

2005  
Garry opens a second Guthrie Cleaners location 
in Taylor

79
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Business Profile    Choice Bagging Equipment  Taylor

Choice Bagging Equipment 
terminology

Choice Bagging Equipment
2561 Hwy. 95
352-3694
www.findtherightbagger.com

Owner Karl Meixsell

By Rob Heidrick
Karl Meixsell’s notebook is full 

of pencil-drawn scribbles, early 
concepts of the machinery his 
company crafts from raw steel. 
The sketches are rough yet de-
tailed, showing multiple perspec-
tives of each component, complete 
with dimensional and angular 
measurements. The owner of 
Choice Bagging Equipment 
studied business rather than en-
gineering, but both have become 
strengths in the 14 years since he 

founded the company as a senior 
at Pflugerville High School. 

Based out of a set of warehous-
es in north Taylor, CBE manu-
factures machines that fill con-
tainers with dry materials such 
as cement, sugar or landscaping 
mulch. The business also sells 
machine parts and repairs equip-
ment for clients ranging from a 
powder company on Hwy. 29 to 
a cement plant in Nigeria. 

“I’m the creative person in 
the company, so I’m the guy 

Flexible packaging — Bags, boxes, jugs, 
drums, plastic jars and other pliable containers 

Dry powders and bulk solids — 
Commercial products, such as cement, sugar, 
salt, rocks and minerals, plastic resin, mulch 
and powdered chemicals

Powder coating — Technique that involves 
spraying a completed machine with a dry 
chemical powder and then “baking” the product 
under high temperatures, forming a hard outer 
shell without using standard liquid paint

CR 365 CR 408

who dreams up all the ideas that 
get everyone else into trouble,” 
Meixsell said. “If a customer 
says, ‘I want to fill the bag with 
this kind of product, and I want 
it to spin five cartwheels before it 
comes off the machine,’ I’m the 
guy who comes up with the ideas 
to make it happen.”

In 1995 Meixsell ran the busi-
ness from his bedroom, splitting 
his time between classes and 
sales calls. His father, Geary, 
who had worked with packaging 
machinery for 17 years, supplied 
him with a small startup invest-
ment and a few used machines 
in the hopes the business would 
finance his education. 

“He said, ‘I can give you this 
money and you can do the best 
you can with it. You can go to 
college and get whatever loans 
you can. Or, I can give you this 
money and teach you how to do 
what I did,’” Meixsell said. He 
chose the latter option.

For the first few months after 
founding CBE, he got by with 
little more than a phone, a laptop 
and technical guidance from his 
father. Things got off to a slow 
start — Meixsell estimates that 

he lost about half of his original 
investment in the first six months 
— but the business slowly man-
aged to gain momentum and 
ultimately turned around.

“We started to make a little bit 
of money,” he said. “It was okay 
money for a high school kid, but 
not much money at all.”

Meixsell’s operation has 
expanded considerably over the 
last decade, outgrowing smaller 
facilities in Elgin and Taylor 
before settling at its current loca-
tion on Hwy. 95 in 2001. CBE 
employs a total of 22 engineers, 
machinists, salespeople, office 
staff and service technicians. 
Meixsell’s mother, Jennifer 
Meixsell, is the company’s office 
manager, and his father spends 
most of his time in the field, 
working on equipment for out-
of-town customers. Jennifer said 
that while CBE is a family busi-
ness, it is her son’s brainchild. 

“He is the visionary,” Jennifer 
said. “When I’m on the clock, 
he’s the boss. I call him Karl; he 
calls me Jennifer. I’m not Mom 
until I punch out.”

Meixsell estimates that in 
the past, new equipment sales 

N

Join � e Wonderful People

Who Call Us HOME!!!

Brand New Active Community For Residents 55 years and Better!

1 & 2 Bedrooms starting at $649 (ask about our specials)
We have one storey cottages and a three storey building with elevators connected to the Clubhouse. 

500 Grand Ave. Pkwy., P� ugerville, Texas 78660  •  512.990.5400
www.hometownepicadilly.com

made up about 30 percent of 
the company’s business, while 
reconditioning accounted for 
60 percent and service made up 
about 10 percent. In the last year, 
new sales have netted about 75 
percent of CBE’s total earnings, 
a growth Meixsell attributes to 
a larger staff and an improved 
supply chain. 
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Choice Bagging Equipment
2561 Hwy. 95
352-3694
www.findtherightbagger.com

ARC_G-Tay-Hu_CommImpact_InvestIns_Feb2009_01292009_7595036Outlines.indd   1 1/29/2009   2:17:05 PM

“be debt 
free”

-Amanda

We can help.
11 convenient locations

512-302-6800 
800-252-8148
aplusfcu.org

T.V. and Audio Experts for over 37 yearsT.V. and Audio Experts for over 37 years

It’s all about the image
12 MONTHS

NO INTEREST
NO PAYMENT
AVAILABLE*

* SEE STORE FOR DETAILS

     Georgetown TV & Audio 
brings it’s customers high 
quality products and a 
commitment to excellent 
customer service. This 
standard can be attributed 
to owner Detle�  Knoll 
and the nearly 40 years 
experience he has in selling 
and servicing electronics. 

     TV & Audio has earned 
distinction as a Sony ® 
factory direct dealer. Knoll 
has also been upgraded 
to Sony’s highest dealer 
rating by earning the 
Sony ® Excellent Service 
Designation, making 
Georgetown TV & Audio a 
Platinum Service Center.

5201 Hwy. 29 E I–35 Exit 261
4 Miles East on Hwy. 29 in Georgetown

Open
Mon–Fri 9–6
Sat 10–4 512.930.2299

$169600

$149600

$139600$149600

$169600

$109600

$119600

$89600

New Tri Luminus 55 XBR Now Available @ Georgetown TV

KDL 46S 4100 KDL 40S 4100

KDL 46W 4150

KDL52XBR6 KDL46XBR6

KDL 40 Z4100

KDL 40 W4100KDL 46 Z 4100

$249600 $199600

1080 P
32” 26”

KDL 32XBR6 KDL 26M4000

$69600 $49600

Sony® Bravia® LCD TV Promotion
ENDS  March 16th!
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Neighborhood Dining    Duke’s BBQ Smokehouse  Georgetown

By Lindy Kincaid 
The Georgetown Chamber of 

Commerce recognized Duke’s 
BBQ Smokehouse as the 2008 
Small Business of the Year in 
January. After enjoying the tasty 
Texas barbecue while relax-
ing on the spacious patio that 
overlooks the North Fork of the 
San Gabriel River, it is not hard to 
see how Duke’s achieved such a 

prestigious award.
Owner Darren Hendricks and 

his wife, Jana, take pride in the 
fact that Duke’s is not a fran-
chise. Since opening Duke’s in 
2003, they have dedicated their 
lives to ensuring the food, ser-
vice and ambience are top notch 
at the restaurant’s sole location. 

Famous for its slogan, “Keep 
Georgetown Normal,” Duke’s 

offers a taste of barbecue done 
the way only Texas knows how. 
For Hendricks, “normal” means 
sweet tea, buttermilk pie, brisket 
tacos, rosemary pork loin and 
the owners serving lunch to their 
patrons. In short, just like the 
good old days.

Duke’s offers full-service 
breakfast daily from 7 to 11 a.m. 
and features items such as hearty 
breakfast tacos ($1.80), cheesy 
omelets ($6.45) and fluffy pan-
cakes ($4 tall stack). 

For lunch or dinner, the Hun-
gry Man Plate ($9.99) comes with 
your choice of two meats, two 
homemade sides, Duke’s spicy 
barbecue sauce, Texas toast and 
all the fixins. Meat choices in-
clude turkey; chopped beef; spicy 
and mild sausage; brisket, both 
moist and lean; center-cut pork 
loin; chicken and pork ribs. The 
famous Slovachek Sausage from 
Snook, Texas, is smoky and rich, 
and the chopped beef is tasty and 
sure to cure your hunger pangs. 

Hendricks’ broccoli salad, a 
mixture of fresh broccoli, golden 
raisins and a sweet mystery 
dressing, is a must-try side. 
The cheesy mashed potatoes 

certainly live up to their name, 
and the sweet tea is served in a 
collectible “Keep Georgetown 
Normal” cup. Duke’s offers 
warm peach cobbler and ba-
nana pudding for dessert, and 
patrons can help themselves to 
free soft-serve ice cream.

The main dining room has 
mile high ceilings and walls 
covered with cowboy artifacts 
and paintings. In the dining area 
there are a variety of picnic tables 
and booths covered with red and 
white checked tablecloths. A roll 
of paper towels can be found on 
each table to help with the messy 
fare. Free Wi-Fi is also accessible 
in the dining area. 

As warmer weather approach-
es, families may gravitate outside 
for a meal and an adult beverage 
(margaritas are $3, bottled beer 
starts at $2.75) on the patio or 
on the picnic tables set up on a 
picturesque lawn. Local acous-
tic bands are set to perform for 
outdoor guests beginning in 
March. No time to stay? Fear 
not: Someone is waiting to take 
orders at the restaurant’s drive-
through window.

Duke’s provides full-service 

Duke’s BBQ Smokehouse
408 W. Morrow St. 
930-2877
www.dukesbbq.com
Mon.-Sun. 7 a.m.-10 p.m.

Williams Dr.

Morrow St.

A
ustin St.
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Owner Darren Hendricks

Invest in Your Health in 2009.

Fun and always changing. 

Challenging. 

Trainer always present. 

Nutrition planning included.

No long term contract. 

No intimidating machines.

FIRST SESSION IS FREE!

Please go to www.corefitnesstx.com 
or email john@georgetownfitness.com
for more information about enrollment, 
and session days and times.

916 N Austin Avenue    819.0644

Make the best possible investment this 

year by taking charge of your health 

and fitness. You only have one body, so 

give it the proper maintenance plan!

Let us help you stay young and fit.

catering, disposable delivery, “U-
pick-up Catering” and on-premise 
catering. The party room can 
accommodate gatherings for up 
to 40 people. The patio can be re-
served for groups of up to 60, and 
the picnic area can fit even more. 

Whether it’s to-go, to stay or 
to party, Duke’s serves as a local 
family-friendly restaurant that is 
doing its part to “Keep George-
town Normal.” 
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WWW.ATFCU.ORG             512.869.8998

*Annual Percentage Rate. All rates are expressed “as low as”. Actual rate may vary depending on credit qualifications. 
**Austin Telco will pay all standard closing costs on Home Equity loans below $100k. Additional non-standard fees will be 
the responsibility of the member. ***Rate applies to 1st lien commercial real estate loans with a loan to value of 80% or less; 
construction/development loan rates/terms may be different. No Pre-payment penalty. ****Annual Percentage Yield. 
Penalties for early withdrawal may apply. 1Regular - A minimum deposit of $1000 is required. 2Jumbo - A minimum deposit 
ofof $95000 is required. All APRs, APYs and terms are subject to change without notice. Please call for details. This credit union 
is federally insured by the National Credit Union Administration.
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14 
METRO 

LOCATIONS

68th ANNUAL MEETING
Tuesday, March 24, 2009 @ The Crockett Center

*Annual Percentage Rate. All rates are expressed “as low as”. Actual rate may vary depending on credit qualifications. 
**Austin Telco will pay all standard closing costs on Home Equity loans below $100k. Additional non-standard fees will be 
the responsibility of the member. ***Rate applies to 1st lien commercial real estate loans with a loan to value of 80% or less; 
construction/development loan rates/terms may be different. No Pre-payment penalty. ****Annual Percentage Yield. 
Penalties for early withdrawal may apply. 1Regular - A minimum deposit of $1000 is required. 2Jumbo - A minimum deposit 
ofof $95000 is required. All APRs, APYs and terms are subject to change without notice. Please call for details. This credit union 
is federally insured by the National Credit Union Administration.

Why choose GMS?
• Spacious Studio rooms
• Professional teaching environment 
• Diverse University/Certifi ed Instructors
• Variety of programs offered throughout the year
• Optional Recitals

Register now for 1 Hour Group Workshops in 
 Piano/Fiddle/Violin/Voice/Guitar/Drums/Brass/Woodwind
 & Piano Style Accordion
Administrators available during all teaching hours to assist you.

2544 Suite A Shell Rd • Georgetown TX 78628 • GeorgetownMusicStudio.org

Private & Group Instruction

Music Lessons 
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Transportation Report    Hutto roads By Beth Wade

Hutto road projects
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Chandler Road 
• Phase 3A of Chandler Road 
extends from FM 1660 to CR 
368/369. Construction of the 
5-mile section of roadway will 
include building a new two-lane 
road with an ultimate design for 
a four-lane divided roadway. 
• Williamson County 
spokeswoman Connie Watson 
said the project is expected to go to 
bid and begin construction in  the 
fall and conclude in late 2010. 
• The next phase will add 4 miles 
of roadway and continue in 
Taylor to Hwy. 95. Phase 3B is 
expected to be bid in May and 
construction to begin in July.
• The cost for both phases is 
approximately $26 million. The 
2006 road bond program funds 
final design and construction 
for both phases. 

Hwy. 79 
• Construction to expand section 
3 of Hwy. 79 from the City of 
Hutto to CR 402 west of Taylor is 
expected to begin in June and be 
completed in late 2010. 
• The project expands the road to 
a four-lane, divided roadway with 
turns at significant intersections.

• Costs are estimated to be  
$30 million. The county 
will pay for the project and 
be reimbursed by the Texas 
Department of Transportation. 
• Section 2 of the project from FM 
685 to the eastern city limits of 
Hutto has not been finalized. The 
county and TxDOT are waiting on 
additional right-of-way from the 
Union Pacific Railroad. 

FM 1660 realignment
• Funded through the county’s 
pass through financing, the 
realignment of FM 1660 is 
still under environmental 
assessment with TxDOT.
• Once approved, construction 
could begin in summer 2010. 
The design and alignment of 
the roadway have not been 
completed, Watson said, but 
includes relocating 7.5 miles of 
roadway from CR 134 to CR 101. 
• This move will divert heavy 
traffic from the downtown area. 
Construction and other costs, 
including right-of-way and 
utilities, are expected to total 
approximately $43 million.

Chandler Road at FM 1660
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Dunaway named city manager
Interim City Manager Jim Dunaway took 

office as city manager March 2. The council 
approved the decision Feb. 20, filling the 
seat vacated by former manager Frank 
Salvato’s retirement in November.

Dunaway’s annual base pay will be 
$105,000. The position requires local 

residency, and Dunaway will be given six months to relocate 
from Elgin where he and his wife currently reside.

Animal control ordinance amended
Council approved amendments to section 21 of the animal 

control ordinance, concerning chickens in the city limits, Feb. 12. 
Provisions include:
• a maximum of six adult chickens is allowed on any 
residential property of 0.5 acres or less.
• a maximum of 12 adult chickens is permitted on any 
residential property or lot 1 acre or larger. No more than 12 
chickens may be kept on any residential property.
• the city manager may change the number of adult chickens 
with a written request or application, if endorsed and approved 
as a legitimate 4H or Future Farmers of America project.

Additionally, any structure housing chickens must abide 
by the standard setbacks for any structure on a residential 
property. For more information on the animal control 
ordinance, call 352-5551 or visit www.ci.taylor.tx.us.

City and County Notes    Recent news

Speed limits change for East University Avenue
The city council unanimously approved the change in 

speed limits along portions of East University Avenue. The 
speed limit will decrease: 
•  from 55 to 50 mph between Reinhardt Boulevard and Hutto 
Road in front of St. Helen’s Catholic Church and
• from 60 to 55 mph between CR 104 and Reinhardt 
Boulevard, near Georgetown’s eastern border and in front of 
Georgetown Eastview High School.

Hutto EDC approves funding for chamber president
The Hutto Economic Development Corporation Board of 

Directors approved funding $45,000 for a new Hutto Chamber 
of Commerce president’s salary. The money will help hire a 
more qualified and experienced chamber professional, Hutto 
EDC Executive Director Scott Martinez said.  

The terms of the agreement state any new chamber 
president must develop a business retention program.

The agreement will go to the city council for approval.

Georgetown Taylor

Hutto

Taylor City Council
Meets the second Thursday and fourth Tuesday of the month at 6 p.m. 
Council chambers, 400 Porter St.
352-3676 • www.ci.taylor.tx.us

Georgetown City Council
Meets the second and fourth Tuesday of the month at 6 p.m.
Council chambers, 101 E. Seventh St.
930-3651 • www.georgetown.org
City council meetings are recorded and broadcast on Channel 10 at 
7 p.m. on Wednesday, Friday and Sunday following each meeting.

Hutto City Council
Meets the first and third Thursday of the month at 7 p.m.
Council chambers, 401 W. Front St. • 759-4033 • www.huttotx.gov
A member of the council meets with citizens each Saturday from 9 to 
11 a.m. in council chambers to discuss issues and citizen concerns.

Compiled by Beth Wade

Pearl

950 West University Ave
Building 1, Suite 104
Georgetown, TX 78626

(512) 869-8500
(512) 869-5052

www.pearlfamilypractice.com

• Now accepting patients 2 years and above • All insurances accepted
• Same day/Walk-in appointments available • Minor emergency care provided

Dr. Raju Kurunthottical would like to remind you that March is 
Colon Cancer Month, please call to schedule your appointment.

Dr. Raju Kurunthottical, also known as (Dr. K.)
Board Certi� ed Family Practice Physician
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Reinhardt Blvd.

CR 102

Windy Hill Rd.

Speed limit signs will be installed by Texas Department of 
Transportation workers in mid-March. 

N

Council approves parks naming policy
The council approved a naming policy for parks and 

recreation facilities. While the council will have the final 
approval of all facility names, this policy provides structure to 
make a decision. Call 759-4000.
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At the Capitol    Area lawmakers receive committee assignments 

Diana Maldonado, D-Round Rock
463-0670
www.house.state.tx.us/
members/dist52/maldonado.php

Steve Ogden, R-Bryan
463-0105
www.senate.state.tx.us/75r/ 
Senate/members/dist5/dist5.htm

Dan Gattis, R-Georgetown
463-0309
www.house.state.tx.us/
members/dist20/gattis.php

Local legislators’ responsibilities 

Sessions Committees Notes

By Patrick Brendel
With leadership positions in areas like 

the budget, business and government 
workings, the area’s state legislators are 
poised to influence Texas public policy 
this session.

State Sen. Steve Ogden, R-Bryan, 
returns as chair of the Senate Finance 
committee. As such, he is responsible for 
crafting the state’s budget for the next two 
years, an especially arduous assignment in 
the current economic times. Ogden, whose 
district has many academic institutions 
inside and out of Williamson County, 
including Texas A&M University, also sits 
on the Senate Education committee.

State Rep. Dan Gattis, R-Georgetown, 
has assignments on the House Business 
& Industry and the new House Technol-
ogy, Economic Development & Workforce 
committees. They consider legislation on 
regulating businesses, creating new jobs 
and fostering new technologies.

State Rep. Diana Maldonado, D-Round 
Rock, is the only freshman legislator 
with a place on the House State Affairs 
committee, which has jurisdiction over 
most state government matters, except the 
budget. The embattled Texas Residential 
Construction Commission, responsible 
for disputes between homeowners and 
builders, is one of the agencies under that 
committee’s jurisdiction.

Technology, Economic Development & Workforce is a new 
committee responsible for incentivizing new technologies 
and jobs. Business & Industry considers legislation about 
business regulations, consumer protections, and industry  
and manufacturing. 

Maldonado is the only freshman representative on State 
Affairs, a committee with jurisdiction over most state 
government matters outside of the budget. Defense & 
Veterans’ Affairs is responsible for relations between Texas 
and the military, active and retired. 

As chair of Finance, Ogden is the chief writer of the state’s 
budget. His seat on Education also allows him to influence 
Texas’ school policy.

7

1

4 • Business & Industry 
• Technology, Economic Development  
   & Workforce

• State Affairs  
• Defense & Veterans’ Affairs 

• Finance   
• Administration  
• Education 
• Government Organization 
 

Rep. Dan Gattis, R-Georgetown
• HB 747: Expands circumstances under 
which peace officers must collect blood 
or breath specimens from a suspected 
intoxicated driver, including: if another 
person is hospitalized following an 
accident, if the driver has a prior history of 
intoxication assault or manslaughter, or if 
a child is in the vehicle.
• HB 826: Ensures that penalties on 
polluters are at least equal to the 
estimated economic benefit gained by 
the polluter through noncompliance.

Some key bills

Rep. Diana Maldonado, D-Round Rock
• HB 1330: Establishes program where 
state legislators visit schools in their 
districts to inform students and educators 
about the legislative process.
• HB 1331: Requires annual school bus 
evacuation drills instead of the biannual 
drills now in place. Round Rock public 
schools could save $100,000 per year, 
Maldonado estimates.
• HB 1332: Holds students and their 
guardians responsible for school-issued 
textbooks and electronic equipment.

Sen. Steve Ogden, R-Bryan
• SB 1: General appropriations bill.
• SB 505: Authorizes the designation of 
“transportation finance zones” near state 
highway projects. Taxes from each zone 
would be used to pay for construction or 
maintenance of the adjacent project.
• SB 558: Creates “highway safety corridors” 
where fines for offenses are doubled.
• SB 777: Mandates the compilation of 
drunk driving statistics, including the 
number of arrests, charges and dismissals.

www.firsttexas-gtwn.com

900 S. Austin Ave.
863-2567

5321 Williams Dr.
869-8910

721 Hwy. 183
778-5757

480 Del Webb Blvd.
864-0379

First Texas Bank - get the attention you deserve.
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Just ask Scott & Lori Nietschmann of Fish City Grill,
located in Wolf Ranch, Georgetown, Texas

In addition, we add valueadd valueadd valueadd valueadd value by
backing it up with the

best customer service available.

... Free Online Bill Pay.

HUTTO ISD

Administration Bldg.
200 College

Hutto, TX 78634

Phone: 512-759-3771
Fax: 512-759-4797

E-mail: hr@hutto.txed.net

HUTTO ISD
TEACHER JOB FAIR

 LOCATION:  Hutto Middle School
  1005 Exchange Blvd.
  Hutto, TX 78634
 
 DATE: April 4, 2009
 TIME: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Pre-Registration is required
(No one admitted without con� rmation ticket)

Register online at 
http://hutto.tx.schoolrecruiter.net/index.aspx

by March 24

Apply to JOB FAIR position of interest. If you meet all
quali� cations, a con� rmation ticket will be emailed to you. 

Vivek Mahendru, M.D.
Medical Director

Austin • Bastrop • Georgetown 

www.centraltexaspaininstitute.com Ph: (512) 485-7200  •  Fax: 512-485-7220

Central Texas Pain Institute, P.A.

TAKE PAIN 
MANAGEMENT 

INTO YOUR 
OWN HANDS

Pain Management Services • Interventional Pain & Spine Care • Behavioral Health Services
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Fast-ER
Care

Scott & White Healthcare – Round Rock provides full-
service, 24/7 minor and major emergency care. Each
patient receives a thorough evaluation by a specially
trained emergency room physician, resulting in fast,
efficient and appropriate care for you and your family.

IT’S THE RIGHT KIND
OF CARE, RIGHT NOW.

• Highly-skilled staff
• Available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week
• We accept all major insurance plans
• Conveniently located off IH-35 

and FM 1431 in Round Rock

For more information, please call

512-509-9056
300 University Blvd. | Round Rock, TX 78665
roundrock.sw.org

Outstand Chks: 99
03-1990-2

Total Amt Due:  7279.39

Outstand Chks: 11
Warrant Number 08-01394-2

Total Amt Due:   987.78

Outstand Chks: 11
Warrant Number 08-07400-2

Total Amt Due:   814.56

Outstand Chks: 5
Warrant Number 08-04616-3

Total Amt Due:   715.94

Encourage them to contact the County Attorney’s O�  ce at 512-943-1138 to take advantage of this year’s amnesty period, or you 
can turn them in by calling Crime Stoppers at 1-800-235-STOP or by turning them in online at www.wilcocrimetips.org. 

� is information was accurate as of Feb. 28, 2009.  All persons are presumed innocent until proven guilty.

Outstand Chks: 5
Warrant Number 09-00322-3

Total Amt Due:   478.52
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By Larry Willoughby
Anyone who lives in or travels to the 

Austin area has, at some point, been on a 
very congested stretch of highway: IH 35.  

However, there was a time when that 
stretch of motoring madness through 
downtown was a tranquil and scenic 
boulevard that evoked the small-town 
feel of laid-back Austin. Just 50 years 

ago, that peaceful neighborhood street 
was known as East Avenue. Today’s com-
muters would hardly recognize it.

The story of IH 35 begins as far back as 
1839, when Judge Edwin Waller was on a 
mission to locate a site for the new capital 
city of the young country — a city named 
for the recently deceased “Father of Tex-
as,” Stephen F. Austin. Waller found a site 

IH 35’s San Gabriel River bridge in Georgetown was under construction in January 1965 and was widened in 2001. 

Local History    IH 35 
on the Colorado River 30 miles upriver 
from the settlement of Bastrop. As he laid 
out the central city, Waller bounded it by 
two north-south streets, West Avenue, 
which still exists, and East Avenue. 

Colorful and vivid descriptions of 
East Avenue appear in every historical 
reference about Austin. It was known as 
“that tranquil tree-lined boulevard” that 
served as the ideal roadway for a horse 
and buggy view of downtown and the 
Capitol. And just a few feet west of East 
Avenue, picturesque Waller Creek (so 
named by Judge Waller) flowed swiftly 
down to the Colorado River.

Despite its postcard beauty, East Av-
enue came to symbolize one of Austin’s 
historical dilemmas: it was the racial 
divide. Deed restrictions kept African-
Americans and Mexican-Americans east 
of the Avenue until actual segregation 
laws were passed in the 1920s. The Civil 
Rights Act of 1964 formally ended legal 
separation of the races. 

As early as 1946, Mayor Tom Miller 
and the Austin Chamber of Commerce 
began discussions to create an inter-
regional highway through Austin that 
would connect it southward to San 
Antonio and to Dallas-Fort Worth to the 
north. Right-of-ways were purchased, 
and some construction began in the early 
1950s along the East Avenue corridor. 

As is often the case with Austin politics, 
neighborhood concerns were raised and 
rumors abounded that a “submerged 
super highway” was planned that would 
radically change the character of this 
historic street. That concern became 
reality when the Interstate Highway Act 
that funded America’s network of super 
highways was passed in 1956.

IH 35 was officially dedicated and 
opened to traffic in May 1962. With 
an upper deck completed in 1975, the 
current highway is constantly undergo-
ing additions, loops and overpasses to 
handle the ever-increasing traffic load. 
And there are the endless studies and 
proposals to address future needs that 
thrust IH 35 into almost every political 
debate on Texas transportation. 

Next time you find yourself stranded in 
a sea of automobiles in downtown Austin, 
picture the scene a century ago: families 
leisurely strolling the boulevard of East 
Avenue, horses dragging carriages into 
the bustling city, children throwing stones 
into nearby Waller Creek. Those were the 
good ol’ days, before IH 35.

Larry Willoughby, an associate professor of 
history at Austin Community College, is the 
author of four history books.

Photo by Susan Komandosky

Comment and find links to related stories at
more.impactnews.com/3522
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Coping With 
Knee Pain
For many of us, spring means outdoor activities and 
exercising.  Whether you’re running, biking or just 
playing outside to enjoy the spring time weather, knee 
pain is a common injury among people of all ages.  
Dr. Bruce, an orthopedic surgeon on Seton Medical 
Center Williamson’s medical staff offers up helpful 
advice on how to cope with knee pain.

Most people experience 
knee pain at some point 
in life. For children and 
youths, knee pain is usually 
caused by an injury or 
over-use in athletics. For 
middle-aged and older 
adults, knee pain can be a 
sign of degenerative joint 
disease, otherwise known 
as arthritis. Regardless of 
the cause, if your knee is 
swollen and the pain lasts 
longer than three days or 
so, it’s best to see a doctor 
for an exam. Unless there 

is a serious injury such as a fracture that requires 
immediate surgery, I attempt to solve the problem by 
leading patients through a non-operative regimen of 
treatment.

1. Apply ice to reduce the swelling and ease the pain. 
For people who find that heat feels better, it’s best 
to finish up with ice, because the soothing effects of 
heat typically do not last beyond 30 minutes.

2. Take an over-the-counter non-steroidal anti-
inflammatory drug (NSAID), such as ibuprofen (Advil® 

or Motrin®) or ALEVE® to reduce the swelling and 
the pain. Analgesics such as Tylenol will help the 
pain but not the swelling. Ask your doctor about a 
prescription NSAID, such as Naprosyn or Celebrex, if 
the pain persists. Long term use of NSAIDs should be 
monitored by a physician.

3. Strengthen your leg muscles through physical 
therapy to provide better support to your knee 
joints, especially the quadriceps, which are the shock 
absorbers for the knee. Also use low-impact exercises 
such as bicycling and elliptical trainers.

4. Consider injectible treatments. One variety consists 
of a combination steroid and a numbing agent. 
Another variety is a series of injections that lubricate 
and nourish the remaining cartilage in the knee. Both 
of these injections can be very helpful for someone 
with arthritis. If the joint is very swollen and filled with 
abundant fluid, the excess fluid can be drained to 
make the patient more comfortable.

5. If initial X-rays do not provide diagnostic 
information, then patients can pursue more advanced 
imaging studies such as bone scans and MRIs to 
search for underlying problems.

6. Consider surgical options when you’re ready. Many 
less invasive surgical options are available today, 
and many surgeries are done arthroscopically when 
possible. Depending on the location of the arthritis, 
even joint replacements can be less invasive with 
partial knee replacements.

7. Above all, listen to your body. For persistent pain, 
see your physician.

Dr. Bruce provides a broad range of operative and 
non-operative orthopedic treatments in his practice 
University Orthopedics and Sports Medicine Clinic. A 
former college athlete, Dr. Bruce is passionate about 
the treatment of sports-related injuries and completed 
fellowship training in sports medicine.

seton.net/williamsonMarch 2009

check-up

Advertisement

GoodHealth Commons presents 
a FREE community seminar:  
Nutrition and Digestive Health
March 24, 6:00 – 8:00 p.m.

Join the complementary medicine experts at the 
GoodHealth Commons for a panel discussion on how 
to achieve better health through good nutrition.

Visit www.goodhealthcommons.com for more 
information.Seating is limited. Call now to RSVP.  
(512) 324-4803

Hands-on-Health: a community health 
and education event 
March 28, 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

You are invited to Seton Medical Center Williamson 
for a family-fun event!  Mock surgery tours, health 
screenings, education and more!  

For more information, please visit 
www.seton.net/williamson.

Back by popular demand, Seton’s Ignite Women’s 
Health Program will kick off in March with a run 
training program leading up to the Ignite 5K. This 
year, Ignite offers another fitness option – boot camp!

Weekly training for 5K
Every Saturday 3/28 – 6/6, 9 – 10 a.m.
Williamson County Regional Park
Registration fee:  $40

Boot Camp  
Every Tuesday and Thursday at Seton Medical 
Center Williamson:
• Session 1:  3/24 – 4/30
• Session 2:  5/5 – 6/11
Registration fee:  $40

For more information and to register, please visit
www.goodhealth.com/ignite.

WheRe TO GO FOR SeTON cARe
201 Seton Parkway
Round Rock, Texas 78665
(512) 324-4000

For more information or to find an expert physician on our 
medical staff, please visit seton.net/williamson.

Erik Bruce, M.D., 
Orthopedic Surgery

Upcoming Health Events

According to the American Dietetic Association, nutrition and 
diet are associated with seven of the top 10 leading causes of 
death in the U.S., including heart disease, cancer and stroke.  
The good news is that by achieving and maintaining a healthy 
weight you yourself contribute to your overall health and well-
being.  Seton clinical dietitian Wendy Morgan, RD, LD offers the 
following four Fs for healthy eating and living:

Fats
Eliminate or reduce the amount of saturated and trans fats in 
your diet. 

Fiber
Studies link high-fiber diets to reduced blood cholesterol. Fiber 
is found in foods from the carbohydrate family such as grains, 
cereals, fruits and vegetables.

Fruits & Vegetables
Most diet plans recommend somewhere between five and nine 
servings each day of these plant-based foods. 

Fitness
This F isn’t about nutrition, but still vitally important to 
maintaining health. Daily activity helps lower LDL cholesterol, 
raise HDL cholesterol, lower blood pressure, strengthen the 
heart muscle, improve blood flow and contribute to weight loss 
and weight maintenance. 

Wendy Morgan, RD, LD
Wendy is a clinical dietitian at Seton and accepts outpatient 
nutrition counseling referrals from physicians. You can schedule 
an appointment to see her at GoodHealth Commons, next 
door to Seton Williamson, or at 5555 N. Lamar, Bldg. D-125.  
Contact her at (512) 324-9999 ext. 18014 for an appointment.

Healthy Tips for 
National Nutrition Month
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Community Corridor    North Main Street and Northwest Carlos Parker Boulevard  Taylor

Businesses
1 AAA Storage

3706 N. Main St.
352-5588

2 AT&T Cellular World
3605 N. Main St., Ste. 104
352-7900
www.att.com

3 Chase Bank
3709 N. Main St.
352-5421
www.chase.com

4 Check ‘n Go
3605 N. Main St., Ste. 102
1-800-561-2274
www.checkngo.com

5 Cost Cutters Family Hair Care
100 Carlos Parker Blvd., Ste. 103
352-7522
www.costcutters.com

6 Dollar Tree
100 Carlos Parker Blvd., Ste. 118
352-8250
www.dollartree.com

7 Fantastic Sams
3605 N. Main St., Ste. 103
352-5266
www.fantasticsams.com

8 Game Stop
3705 N. Main St., Ste. 103
352-2756
www.gamestop.com

9 H-E-B
100 Carlos Parker Blvd., Ste. 101
352-2015
www.heb.com

10 Liberty Tax Service
3605 N. Main St., Ste. 101
352-1040
www.libertytax.com

11 Little Caesars Pizza
100 Carlos Parker Blvd., Ste. 110
352-1000
www.littlecaesars.com

12 Sky Nails
100 Carlos Parker Blvd., Ste. 109
352-7720

13 Storage King
3910 N. Main St.
352-5464

14 Taylor Cleaners
3605 N. Main St., Ste. 100
365-7994

15 Tractor Supply
3600 N. Main St.
352-2016
www.tractorsupply.com

16 Twin Liquors
100 Carlos Parker Blvd., Ste. 102
352-7717
www.twinliquors.com

17 Wal-Mart
3701 N. Main St.
352-5505
www.walmart.com

Restaurants
18 Chicken Express
3506 N. Main St.
352-7666
www.chickene.com

19 Taylor is home to Sirloin Stockade in 
more ways than one. The restaurant, 
3607 N. Main St., serves a wide variety of 
food. Additionally, Stockade Companies, 
LLC, the parent company for Sirloin 
Stockade, Montana Mike’s and several 
other chains, is headquartered in Taylor. 
Call 352-9424 or visit  
www.stockadecompanies.com.

20 Whataburger
3510 N. Main St.
352-6494
www.whataburger.com

Parks and trails
21 On Feb. 16, Williamson County and 
Taylor officials broke ground on the 
75-acre East Williamson County 
Regional Park. The $7.8 million project 
will include eight Little League baseball 
fields, two championship baseball fields, 
two soccer fields, two basketball courts 
and 1.5 miles of walking trails. A future 
phase will add five additional soccer fields.

The area of North Main Street and Northwest Carlos Parker Boulevard is home to 
some of the newest retail shopping in Taylor. Businesses in this area benefit from the 
proximity to Hwy. 29 as well as the loop, both of which make this area convenient not 
only to local residents but to visitors from Georgetown and Hutto as well. In addition 
to convenient shopping, the two largest stores at this intersection  — Wal-Mart and 
H-E-B — consistently offer some of the cheapest gasoline in Williamson County.
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Auto • Home • Business
Life • Health

No Purchase Required

with Completion of our 
In-o�  ce Insurance Review
(Must provide current home & 

auto declaration pages) 
O� er good for new clients only

Join us for our
High Blood Pressure / High Cholesterol

Awareness Seminar– 
Maintaining A Healthier You

Tuesday, March 17
6 - 7 p.m.

3 South Conference Room
St. David’s Georgetown Hospital

2000 Scenic Drive

STDAVIDS.COM

TO REGISTER FOR THIS SEMINAR, PLEASE CALL

888-868-2104 OR 512-478-3627

•  Speaker: Dr. Florence Spitler
 –Georgetown Family Medicine
•  Discussion of Treatment & Prevention for 
 High Blood Pressure & High Cholesterol 
 (Metabolic Syndrome) 

Seminar highlights include: 
Age 40+, overweight, elevated blood 
pressure, high blood pressure, insulin 
resistance or glucose intolerance, family 
history of Cardio-Vascular Disease.

Who should attend:
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The study, completed to determine the 
feasibility of a transit service and present-
ed to council in February 2008, was ad-
opted by a 7-0 vote. However, at the time 
the 2008-2009 budget was completed, the 
more than $500,000 
price tag attached 
to the project kept 
it out of the city 
manager’s final bud-
get. A program that 
large would have 
required a raise in 
taxes to support it, 
Eason said. 

While the council disapproved, a 2008 
citizen’s survey showed 58.5 percent of re-
spondents were in favor of a $25 increase 
in taxes or fees annually to support a fixed-
route public transit system. 

“The vast majority of citizens in George-
town want the full system,” Eason said. 
“There wasn’t anybody speaking against 
bus transit.”

The council did, however, approve 
$75,000 to be added to the budget to com-
plete an up to three-phase pilot program.
Pilot

Against the advice of Hosen and CARTS 
Executive Director David Marsh, the council 
approved the pilot program and began the 
first phase with a $30,000 budget Nov. 28.

“It is 8 miles from Sun City to town. Of 
the routes we had devised for the City of 
Georgetown, that was anticipated to be the 
least productive route because of its extreme 
length,” Marsh said. “Going in, we cautioned 
the city and the group to not expect any great 

city to cover the bulk of the cost to run the 
transit system. The working group directed 
CARTS to use the remaining $45,000 bud-
get to seek out and create a financial plan to 
direct the city in the future. 

Available options include future federal 
or state grants or programs. Other options 
include private funding from potential 
partner groups, such as Southwestern Uni-
versity, whose students could benefit from 
a citywide transit system, Hosen said.

“I cautioned the group that the best thing 
to do right now would be to hold it and try 
to find funding in a variety of places,” he 
said, “then come back to the city council 
and say, ‘We want to run a full system and 
here is the money we are bringing to the 

Killeen 102,003 207,120 6 10.4

Temple 54,984 81,288 2 11.9

San Marcos 47,181 122,920 5 8.8 

Population est.

Population est.

numbers from this because of the distance 
and the fact that when you build a transit 
system — even a modest system like the one 
for Georgetown — the use of routes depends 
on the other [routes]. If you just have one 
route, it doesn’t have the connectivity you 
need like a comprehensive system.”

Phase one included a route from Sun City 
to downtown, Wolf Ranch and the Rivery. 

With one bus the 
route took almost 
one hour round trip, 
Marsh said. 

Ridership num-
bers from Nov. 28 to 
Feb. 7 showed a total 
of 1,909 riders, an av-
erage of 3.56  passen-
ger trips per hour.

“Considering the length of the trip and 
the lack of connectivity of the trip, those 
are pretty good numbers for what we start-
ed with,” Marsh said. 

The first phase ended Feb. 7, and city 
council voted not to provide an additional 
$68,000 to fund continuing the Sun City 
route along with the second phase’s south-
eastern route. 

“When the Sun City residents learned 
they were losing the service, there were 
quite a few phone calls and e-mails, all in 
support of improving the Sun City route the 
way we had attempted to do with the phase 
two pilot,” City Planner Ed Polasek said. 

The third phase was planned to offer ser-
vice to summer youth programs, but was 
not recommended to city council due to 
low ridership expectations of stand-alone 
routes, he said.
Funding options

At the time of the 2008 study, state and 
federal funding was unavailable, leaving the 

Ridership

Ridership

No. of buses

No. of buses

Passenger trips per hour

Passenger trips per hour

Sources: Transportation Implementation Plan for Georgetown; Ed Polasek, Georgetown city planner

CARTS bus

Georgetown citizen Lalena Parkhurst created 
an informal citizen’s survey to gauge interest 
in public transit in Georgetown. For more 
information or to take the survey, visit 
http://sites.google.com/site/georgetownbus.

citizen’s survey

CONTINUED FROM |1

Transit table.’ I understand the council’s reluc-
tance; times are hard with the economy 
being the way it is, but the best thing to do 
would be to not let this thing fail.”

If the city were to pay a large upfront cost 
to get the transit system on the road, these 
funding options could help lower that bur-
den in the future, Polasek said.

Marsh said there are other cities, like 
San Marcos, now operating full bus sys-
tems that are self-sustaining.“Times are hard with the 

economy being the way it is, but 
the best thing to do would be to 
not let this thing fail.”

— Ken Hosen
Vice president , KFH Group

Comment and find links to related stories at
more.impactnews.com/3531
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*Two buses were in operation Nov. 28, 29 and Dec. 5.

Buying, Selling or Leasing a Home? 
 Let a REALTOR

®

 work for you.

If you are buying, selling or leasing a home, you need a professional who can help guide you 
through the process.  A REALTOR® can manage complicated matters such as deciphering 
disclosures, researching legalities and negotiating contracts.  REALTORS® also commit to a 
strict code of ethics.

 
Visit Austinhomesearch.com  
to find the right home  
or REALTOR

®

 for you.
Brought to you by the members of the Austin Board of REALTORS

®
.
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Sun City 
Social Center
2 Texas Drive

H-E-B 
4500 Williams Drive

Seventh and 
Main streets 

St. David’s 
Hospital
2000 Scenic Drive

Wolf Ranch
fountain plaza
IH 35 and Hwy. 29

Wolf Ranch
Target
1021 W. University Ave. Ste. B3

Rivery 
Wal-Mart
620 S. IH 35

City Lights
Theatres
420 Wolf Ranch Parkway

2338

2338

I-35
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POST 8587 VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS
1000 NORTH COLLEGE ST – GEORGETOWN, TEXAS
INVITE YOU TO PLAY MONDAYS & SATURDAYS

IN BINGO PRIZE MONEY GIVEN OUT EACH SESSION
IN ADDITION: HORSE RACE BINGO GAMES AND MORE 

KITCHEN IS OPEN FOR EACH SESSION, WITH GREAT FOOD
DOORS OPEN AT 5:30 P.M. GAMES BEGIN AT 7:00

THE PUBLIC IS WELCOME  •  (512) 863-2535
TEXAS LOTTERY COMMISSION – CHARITABLE BINGO LICENSE # 17460886413 

Dr J. Siddiqui M.D and Dr. M. Munir M.D are American Board Certi� ed Gastroenterologist who are 
experts in performing screening colonoscopy examination. This is an out patient procedure which 
is painless and safe. You do not want to be among the 60,000 American’s who die from colon cancer 
every year. Call us today to get more information or visit our website at www.gi-associates.net.

512-341-0900
2300 Round Rock Ave. Ste. 201

Round Rock TX, 78681
www.gi-associates.net

ARE YOU AT RISK FOR COLORECTAL CANCER (CRC)?
YES - If you are 50 year or older.
YES - If you are 40 year or older with positive family history of CRC.
YES - If you have warning signs that may indicate CRC:
• Blood in the stool (bright red or very dark)  • Diarrhea or constipation
• Narrowed stools (about the thickness of a pencil) • Bloating, fullness, or abdominal cramps
• A feeling that bowel does not empty completely • Weight loss without dieting
• Unexplained anemia (low blood count)  • A change in bowel habits

Third Annual Fund-Raising 
Silent Auction

Sunday, March 29th, 2-3:30pm
Bene� tting the Georgetown Church of Christ Medical Mission to Querétaro, Mexico

A Bloom in Time Florist
Austin Grad School of Theology
Austin Steam Train
Cabela's
Chasco Family YMCA
Chili's
Christian Bro. Automotive
City Lights Theater
Core Fitness
Cotton Patch Café
Curves
Dallas Stars Hockey
Darla Carrillo, CN, CNHP
Dos Salsas
Dr. Richard Male, DO
Dr. Ryan Roberson, DDS
Duke's Barbeque
Elite Aesthetics Spa
Family Christian Store
FC Dallas (soccer)
Fox Auto Parts
Galveston Historical 
Georgetown Country Club
Guiness/Haunted SA
HOG Alley
IMAX Rivercenter
Interstate Lanes

Ichiban Sushi Bu� et
La Madeline
Laurie's Too
LBJ Wild� ower Center
Lifeway Christian Store
Mardel Christian Store
Mel's Lone Star Lanes
Montana Mike's
Monument Café
Moody Gardens
Palace Theater
Petsmart
Purrfect Pets
Romeo's Italian Restaurant
Round Rock Express Baseball
San Antonio Spurs Basketball
Six Flags Over Texas
The Soap Bar
Sonic Drive In
Space Center - Houston
Taco Cabana
Texas Rangers Baseball
The Barstool Company
The Vitamin Shoppe
Timeless Beauty by Dana
Tony & Luigi's Italian Restaurant
Zoot Pet Hospital
And More!

DONORS INCLUDE:

Auction Preview Dinner
Saturday, March 28, 5-7:30pm
Come preview the items while 
enjoying an all-you-can-eat 
chili & cornbread dinner.

SW corner of D.B. Wood Rd. and 
W. Hwy. 29 in Georgetown

W. Hwy. 29
IH

-3
5

D.B. W
ood Rd.

Plants and Flowers
Trees and Shrubs
Containers and Pottery
Fountains and Gifts
Lanscaping and Delivery

Receive 30% o�  
any 1 item. 

(In-stock, must present  
at time of purchase. 

May not combine with 
other discounts)

901 Sam Bass Road
Round Rock

512 255 3353
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Ongoing events
Taylor Area Farmers Market
Fifth and Main streets 
Mondays and Wednesdays, May through 
October • 3:30-6:30 p.m. • Free 
www.ci.taylor.tx.us/index.asp?nid=254
    
Texas Bulldogs
Minor-league football games
Old Hippo Stadium, Park Street and Hwy. 79 
Almost every Saturday from May 31 through 
Aug. 9 • 7 p.m. • Tickets $8, seniors (55+) and 
children under 12 free
773-7551 • www.mytexasbulldogs.com

Georgetown First Fridays
An evening of receptions, exhibits, dining, 
music and shopping in boutiques, galleries 
and home décor shops
Downtown Square, Georgetown
First Friday of each month • 6-8 p.m. • Free 
868-8675 • www.dgagtx.org

Hands-On History
Family-oriented program meets monthly and 
includes discussions and hands-on activities
The Williamson Museum 
716 S. Austin Ave., Georgetown
March 14: “Women from Williamson County”
April 11: “Civil War Texas”
May 2: “Pioneer Times in Texas”
June 13: “Flags of Texas”
July 11: “Batter Up!”
Aug. 8: “Celebrate Back to School!”
Sept. 5: “Cowboy Fun”
10 a.m.-2 p.m. • Free • 943-1670 
www.williamsonmuseum.org

Hutto Movies in the Park
Call Hutto Parks and Recreation Department 
for titles to this summer’s shows
Fritz Park, 400 Park St., Hutto
Movies begin at sundown (about 9 p.m.) • Free 
759-4000 • www.huttotx.gov

Second Saturday Market Days
More than 60 booths featuring handmade 
arts and crafts, accessories, clothing, 
woodcrafts, ironworks, antiques and 
collectibles, stained glass, gourmet foods, 
entertainment and more 
Downtown Square, Georgetown 
Second Saturdays, March through November
9 a.m.- 4 p.m. • Free • 868-8675 
www.dgagtx.org

Georgetown Farmers Market
400 block of South Austin Avenue 
Thursdays from April through November 
3:30-6:30 p.m. • Free • 281-3699 
www.gtfma.com

Round Rock Express
Minor-league baseball games 
Dell Diamond, 3400 E. Palm Valley Blvd., 
Round Rock
April 9 through Sept. 7
Mondays: $1 hot dogs and sodas
Tuesdays: Half-price group night (for groups 
of 20 or more)
Wednesdays: Premium Night with giveaways
Thursdays: Thirsty Thursdays with $1 sodas 
and half-price beer
Fridays: Fireworks Fridays
Saturdays: Fan giveaways

Sundays: Kids Days featuring giveaways
Tickets $6-$12 with $1 discount for seniors 
(60+), military with military ID and children 
under 12 (free admission for children under 2)
255-2255 • www.roundrockexpress.com
      
Sun City Farmers Market
Activities center parking lot, 2 Texas Drive, 
Sun City, Georgetown 
Tuesdays from April through November 
9 a.m.-noon • Free • www.gtfma.com

Taylor Movies in the Park
Murphy Park, 1600 Sycamore St., Taylor 
Films and dates TBD • Dusk • Free 
352-3463 • www.ci.taylor.tx.us

Books for Texans Book Club meetings
Texas history book club sponsored by the 
Williamson Museum and the Georgetown 
Public Library 
Hewlett Room at the Georgetown Public 
Library, 402 W. Eighth St. 
Meets every month (March 17, April 21, May 
19, June 16, July 21, Aug. 18, Sept. 15) 
7-8:15 p.m. • Free • 943-1670 
www.williamsonmuseum.org

Hutto Concerts in the Park
Live music at Hutto’s summer concert series 
Fritz Park, 400 Park St., Hutto
Bands and dates will be announced • 7 p.m.  
Free • 759-4000 • www.huttotx.gov

Palace Theatre Summer Theatrical School
Performances by children in the theatrical 
school, ages 7 to 17 
The Georgetown Palace Theatre, 810 S. Austin 
Ave., Georgetown 
Held periodically June through August, call for 
dates and times • Free • 869-7469 
www.georgetownpalace.com

The Salon @ Wildfire Restaurant
Informal discussions with leaders in the 
fields of science, history, art and technology, 
among other topics, sponsored by The 
Williamson Museum
Wildfire Restaurant, 812 S. Austin Ave., 
Georgetown
Second Tuesday of each month • 6:30-8 p.m.
Presentation is free, not including refreshments
943-1670 • www.williamsonmuseum.org

Calendar of events
March 20-April 19
“Grease”
The Georgetown Palace Theatre, 
810 S. Austin Ave. 
Friday and Saturday 7:30 p.m., Sunday 2 p.m. 
$22/general admission, $20/seniors (55+), 
$15/students (16+) and active duty military 
with ID, $8/child (under 15) • 869-7469 
www.georgetownpalace.com

March 27
Holes for Habitat
Benefits Habitat for Humanity  
of Williamson County 
Star Ranch Golf Club, 2500 FM 685, Hutto  
12:30 p.m. registration, 1:30 p.m. shotgun 
start • $85 per player • 931-0400 
www.holesforhabitat.com

April 4
Eggstravaganza 
Easter egg hunt for ages 0-10 presented by the 
Georgetown Parks and Recreation Department
McMaster Athletic Complex, 101 W. L. Walden 
Drive • 8:45 a.m. • Free • 930-3595 
www.parks.georgetown.org

April 4-5
37th Annual National Rattlesnake Sacking 
Championships
Presented by the Taylor Jaycees 
Murphy Park, 1600 Sycamore St., Taylor 
Saturday 9 a.m.-6 p.m., Sunday 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
$6/12 and up, $3/children 6-12, free/5 and 
under • 803-5855 
www.taylorjaycees.org/snake/index.htm

April 11
4th Annual Hutto Easter Egg Hunt
Easter egg hunt for ages 0-10
Fritz Park, 400 Park St. 
9-11:30 a.m. • Free  
759-4000 • www.huttotx.gov

April 24
Special Needs Luau
Dancing, food, photos and prizes for those 
with special needs, ages 15 and older 
Georgetown Community Center, 445 E. 
Morrow St. • 6-8 p.m. 
$3 (caregivers/family member is free) 
930-3596 • www.parks.georgetown.org 

April 25
Red Poppy Bike Ride
A 14-, 30-, 45- or 62-mile bike ride sponsored 
by the Georgetown SERTOMA Club and Sun 
City Cyclists 
Begins at Georgetown High School Annex, 
2211 N. Austin Ave. 
8 a.m. • $25/person, $70/family 
www.redpoppyride.org

American Legion Hall Fundraiser
Benefits the restoration of the American 
Legion Hall
American Legion Hall in Murphy Park  
1600 Sycamore St., Taylor • 5:30 p.m.
$100/per ticket, each ticket gets two people 
in for all you can eat or drink 
803-5855 • www.taylorjaycees.org

April 25-26
Red Poppy Festival
Downtown Square Georgetown 
Saturday 10 a.m.-10 p.m., Sunday 
11 a.m.-5 p.m. • 930-3585 
www.redpoppyfestival.com

April 30
5th Annual Hippo Golf Open 
The Star Ranch Club Golf Club, 2500 FM 685 
Noon registration, 1:30 p.m. tee time
$100/per player • 759-4400 • www.hutto.org

May 1-31
“Little Shop of Horrors”
The Georgetown Palace Theatre, 
810 S. Austin Ave. 
Friday and Saturday 7:30 p.m., Sunday 2 p.m. 
$22/general admission, $20/seniors (55+), 
$15/students (16+) and active duty military 
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with ID, $8/child (under 15) • 869-7469 
www.georgetownpalace.com

May 2
Taylor Blooming Festival
Sponsored by the Taylor Main Street Program 
Downtown Taylor • 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
352-5448 • www.ci.taylor.tx.us

Georgetown Texas Area Car Club Car Show 
and Charity Benefit
Sun City Social Center, 2 Texas Drive, 
Georgetown 
10 a.m.-2 p.m. • Free • www.gtacc.org

Fishing Derby
San Gabriel Park, 445 E. Morrow St., 
Georgetown 
7-11:30 a.m. • $3/13 and up, $2/12 and under 
(fishing license needed for 17 and up) 
930-3596 • www.parks.georgetown.org

May 3
Great American Composers
Performance of the Temple Symphony 
Orchestra sponsored by the Georgetown 
Symphony Society 
Center for the Performing Arts, 2211 N. Austin 
Ave., Georgetown 
4 p.m. • $25/premium seating, $20/general 
admission, $5/students • 864-9591 
www.georgetowntexassymphony.org

May 9
Pioneer Day 
Free hot dog lunch and authentic pioneer-
cooked meals for $3 at noon  
Old Settlers Park, 3300 E. Palm Valley Blvd., 
Round Rock 
10 a.m.-3 p.m. • Free • 943-1670 
www.williamsonmuseum.org

May 11
Fore the Children
Austin Children’s Shelter Golf Benefit  
at Cimarron Hills
Jack Nicklaus Signature Golf Course 
103 Cimarron Hills Trail West, Georgetown 
Lunch at noon, 1 p.m. shotgun start  
$200/per player • 499-0090 
www.austinchildrenshelter.org

May 21
Georgetown Chamber of Commerce  
New Member Showcase
Approximately 60 booths, free food, music, 
door prizes
Georgetown Community Center, 
445 E. Morrow St. • 4-7 p.m. • Free • 930-3535

May 30-June 7
Georgetown Festival of the Arts
Various locations in Georgetown 
Concerts: $20/each, $80/for all five; 
Symposiums: $5/each; $5/students any event 
639-0433 • www.georgetowntexassymphony.
org/festival.html

June 12-July 15
“The Odd Couple”
The Georgetown Palace Theatre, 
810 S. Austin Ave. 
Friday and Saturday 7:30 p.m., Sunday 2 p.m. 

$22/general admission, $20/seniors (55+), 
$15/students (16+) and active duty military 
with ID, $8/child (under 15) 
869-7469 • www.georgetownpalace.com

June 13
KidFish
Annual fishing tournament for children ages 
6-17, sponsored by the City of Taylor and 
other local organizations 
Bull Branch Park, Mallard Lane and North 
Drive, Taylor • 9 a.m.-noon • Free 
352-3463 • www.ci.taylor.tx.us

June 26-27
“Thunder in the Dirt” 5th Annual Truck and 
Tractor Pull
East Williamson County Events Center, 210 
Carlos Parker Blvd., Taylor • Event details TBD 
970-8756 • www.taylorrodeo.com

Williamson County Sheriff’s Posse  
66th Annual Georgetown Rodeo
Sheriff’s Posse Arena, 415 E. Morrow St., 
Georgetown 
8 p.m. each night • $10/adults and teens,  
$5/children, free/6 and under • 746-4452 
www.georgetownrodeo.com

July 4
Hutto July 4th Walking Parade
Begins at Fritz Park, 400 Park St. 
8:30 a.m. • Free • 759-4000 

Taylor Red, White and Blue Walking Parade 
Parade ends in Heritage Square Park with 
refreshments and games • Downtown Taylor  
10 a.m. • Free • 352-5448 • www.ci.taylor.tx.us

Taylor Independence Festival: Annual Taylor 
Fourth of July Fireworks Display
Murphy Park, 1600 Sycamore St. 
Dusk • Free • 803-5855 
www.taylorjaycees.org

Georgetown SERTOMA 26th Annual  
Fourth of July
Presented by the Georgetown SERTOMA 
Club, featuring approximately 60 craft 
vendors, entertainment, food, children’s rides, 
petting zoo and fireworks after dark
San Gabriel Park, 445 E. Morrow St. 
11 a.m.-after dark • Free 
863-8977 • www.georgetownsertoma.org

July 17-Aug. 16
“Big River”
The Georgetown Palace Theatre, 
810 S. Austin Ave. 
Friday and Saturday 7:30 p.m., Sunday 2 p.m. 
$22/general admission, $20/seniors (55+), 
$15/students (16+) and active duty military 
with ID, $8/child (under 15) • 869-7469 
www.georgetownpalace.com

July 17-18
60th Annual Taylor Rodeo Association Rodeo
East Williamson County Event Center 
210 Carlos Parker Blvd., Taylor 
844-3863 • www.taylorrodeo.com

July 20-24, 27-31
Summer History Explorer’s Camp
Camp for third- through sixth-grade students 
The Williamson Museum, 716 S. Austin Ave., 
Georgetown 
9 a.m.-3 p.m. • $60/museum members,  
$75/nonmembers (lunch, snacks and all 
materials included) • 943-1670 
www.williamsonmuseum.org 

July 24
Special Needs Fiesta Party
Dancing, food, photos and prizes for those 
with special needs, ages 15 and older 
Georgetown Community Center, 
445 E. Morrow St. 
6-8 p.m. • $3 (caregivers/family member is 
free) • 930-3596 • www.parks.georgetown.org 

August
Georgetown Chamber of Commerce  
Back-to-School Showcase
930-3535 • www.georgetownchamber.org

Aug. 14-15
32nd Annual Taylor International  
Barbecue Cook-off
Presented by the Taylor Jaycees 
Murphy Park, 1600 Sycamore St., Taylor  
Aug. 14 5 p.m., Aug. 15 9 a.m.-5 p.m. • $5 
803-5855 • www.taylorjaycees.org

Sept. 11-12
Up the Chisholm Trail Cattle Drive and 
Chuckwagon Cook-off
Featuring authentic chuckwagon food, a live 
cattle drive and more
943-1670 • www.upthechisholmtrail.org

We hope this guide gives you some ideas of 
things to do this spring and summer. This listing, 
however, is not all-inclusive. If your event or 
business is not listed, please e-mail us at listings@
impactnews.com, and we will do our best to 
include you next year.

Up the Chisholm Trail Cattle Drive and Chuckwagon Cook-off

Texas Bulldogs minor-league football

Taylor Blooming Festival

KidFish fishing tournament in Taylor
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Regional Report    Abridged stories from our other editions 

(512) Brewing Company   407 Radam Lane, Bldg. F200
707-2337 • www.512brewing.com

Business Profile

Local History

Cedar Park There was very little 
money in Cedar Park during the 
Depression era, 1929-1933, but 
people did not feel poor because 
everyone was in the same situa-
tion. Folks had all the food they 
could eat, a place to live, church 
friends and neighbors. People 
were self-sufficient — growing, 

Top stories    
Attorney: Court’s Griffin ruling could have wider implications
Leander/Cedar Park The Texas 
Constitution, which gives county 
commissioners courts executive 
and legislative powers, also spells 
out both the scope and limita-
tions of the court’s authority. 
In addition, the Constitution 
details the specific duties of each 
elected county official.

A county commissioners court 
in Texas has authority not only 
to set a budget for the coming 
year, but also to alter that budget 
in certain ways at any point, at 
its discretion. One power it does 
not have, though, is to dictate to 
elected officials how to perform 
constitutionally specified, or 
“core,” duties.

However, some county of-
fices perform tasks that are not 
outlined in the state constitu-
tion. And unlike “core” duties, 
these discretionary responsibili-
ties — and the money that funds 
them — can be shifted from one 
department to another at the will 

of the court.
The Texas Supreme Court 

recently affirmed this authority 
when it upheld lower court deci-
sions in the suit former William-
son County Precinct 1 Constable 

Gary Griffin filed against the 
Williamson County Commis-
sioners Court for altering his 
budget mid-year. 
Full story at more.impactnews.com/3339

making or trading for their food, 
clothes and household items — 
and had always been so. Unlike 
the people in cities who needed 
jobs in order to buy food, clothes 
and a place to live, life in Cedar 
Park was simple, very different 
from today. 
Full story at more.impactnews.com/3329

Offices are divided into • 
headquarters in Georgetown, 
east substation in Taylor and west 
substation in Cedar Park
Top officer is Sheriff James Wilson• 
Law enforcement officers: 158 • 
2009 budget: $17,782,182• 
Major responsibilities and • 

divisions 
include criminal 
investigations, 
patrol, traffic, school 
resource officers, narcotics unit, crime 
prevention, DARE, county jail

divisions include 
serving as bailiff 
in the justice of the 
peace courts, serving warrants and 
civil papers, subpoenaing witnesses, 
handling evictions, patrol, criminal 
investigations and environmental 
crime unit

Offices are divided into four • 
precinct offices in Round Rock, 
Cedar Park, Georgetown  
and Taylor
Top officers are constables Robert • 
Chody, Dale Vannoy, Bobby 
Gutierrez and Marty Ruble
Law enforcement officers: 36• 
2009 budget: $4,018,220• 
Major responsibilities and • 

Williamson County Sheriff’s Department

Williamson County Constables Department

Source: Williamson County

Southwest Austin Although 
many consider Austin a city that 
loves beer, it has few local brew-
eries. (512) Brewing Company 
joined that small community 
when owner and brewer Kevin 
Brand built the brewery from the 
ground up eight months ago. 

While pursuing an engineering 
degree at the University of Texas 
in 1992, Brand got his start with 

beer when he began working at 
Pronto Food Mart. As a college 
student, Brand was aware of 
brand-name beers, but said the 
job opened his eyes to the world 
of microbrews and local craft 
beers. That appreciation for beer 
led Brand to experiment with 
homebrewing, and he made his 
first batch of beer in 1993. 
Full story at more.impactnews.com/3401
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Pflugerville A small gen-
eral aviation airport just outside 
Pflugerville built by a school 
teacher in the 1960s will soon 
become a major reliever airport 
in Central Texas. Asphalt was laid 
in late February on the first part 
of the eventual 6,025-foot runway 
at Bird’s Nest Airport, which is 
expected to open early next year.

In September 2007, Ron Hen-
riksen, founder and president of 
the Houston Executive Airport, 
bought the 134-acre tract of land, 
which included a small runway. 
Henriksen also purchased the 
surrounding 440 acres, with 

plans to build a runway four 
times as wide and more than 
twice as long as the original.

Henriksen said with the tre-
mendous growth in the Austin 

area during the past decade, the 
demand for a public-use airport is 
greater than ever.
Full story at more.impactnews.com/3468

New general aviation 
reliever airport
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Sambets Cajun Deli and Fiery Foods Store 
8650 Spicewood Springs Road, Ste. 111 • 258-6410 • www.sambets.com

Gumbo’s Louisiana Style Café 
901 Round Rock Ave., Bldg. D, Round Rock • 671-7925

Cedar Park When it comes to 
radio-controlled aircraft, Wayne 
Funderburgh is as passionate as 
they come. A former real estate 
agent, department store manager 
and shipping manager, Funder-
burgh founded Cedar Park’s The 
Hobby Express a year ago. His 
intent, as owner of the only hobby 
shop for RC enthusiasts between 
Round Rock and south Austin, is 
to cultivate the RC community in 
southwest Williamson County.

“The hobby shop is open for 
anybody and everybody to come 
in and get information and 
draw knowledge from not only 
the owner, but anyone in here,” 
Funderburgh said. “They can ask 
questions, get answers and deter-
mine whether or not they want to 
pursue the hobby, and enjoy the 
camaraderie of the community.”  
Full story at more.impactnews.com/3337

The Hobby Express   251 N. Bell Blvd., Ste. 103 
992-2586 • www.thehobbyexpress.com

Simply Romantic   8863 Anderson Mill Road 
336-5683 • www.simplyromantic.biz

Community Impact    Business Profiles Neighborhood Dining
Horse therapy
Leander Dream a Dream 
Therapeutic Horsemanship, 
23650 Round Mountain Circle, 
was recently certified as a 501(c)
(3) nonprofit. The organization 
also started a scholarship fund 
for those whose insurance plans 
do not cover hippotherapy and 
hired Trish Honda, a certified 
hippotherapist. Dream a Dream 
provides horse therapy to 
children who have physical or 
developmental disabilities. Hours 
are by appointment. Call 260-
5957 or visit www.dadth.org.  

Earth-friendly auto care 
Northwest Austin Eco-friendly 
auto repair facility Honest 1 Auto 
Care recently opened its first 
Central Texas location at 12326 
N. RM 620. Repairs, except body 
work, are fixed with recyclable 
products in an upscale facility 
with an internet café, children’s 
play area and free shuttle service. 
Call 258-9700 or visit  
www.honest-1autocare.com.

Relay for Life
Round Rock The American 
Cancer Society is seeking more 
teams to join the Relay for Life 
of Round Rock April 4 at Stony 
Point High School, 1801 Bowman 
Road. Funds go to the American 
Cancer Society to support cancer 
research and local services and 
resources for cancer patients 
and their families. To register 
a team, call 922-9318, e-mail 
roundrockrelay@yahoo.com 
or visit www.relayforlife.org/
roundrocktx.

Northwest Austin Located in a 
strip mall, the windows out-
side Sambets are painted with 
highlights from the seasonal 
menu. Inside, strings of dried 
peppers hang from foam ceiling 

Old Hw
y. 183

N

N

183

W. Park St.

Cedar Park Dr.

Northwest Austin Simply Ro-
mantic, a quaint wedding chapel 
off Anderson Mill Road, might 
have been what the Dixie Cups 
had in mind when they sang the 
1964 hit “Chapel of Love.”

Owner Laura Chenault decided 
to open a chapel five years ago 
after hearing several friends say 
they spent more on their wed-
dings than they had planned 
because there were few affordable 
venue choices. While she realizes 

the small, intimate wedding spot 
is not for everyone, Chenault feels 
it serves her clients well. Seating 
about 50 guests for a ceremony 
and reception or 75 guests for a 
ceremony only, the chapel runs 
between $250 and $1,375.

While the outside is a store-
front in a strip center, just inside 
the door the building is trans-
formed into a small, intimate 
wedding chapel with a cozy lobby. 
Full story at more.impactnews.com/3376

Anderson Mill Rd.

Pond Springs Rd.

183

Spicewoods Springs Rd.

Spicewood/
183 Center

N

183
McNeil Dr.

Round Rock It may be sur-
prising that a place known for 
exceptional seafood is home to 
a great cut of steak, but that is 
just one of the many pleasant 
surprises at Gumbo’s Louisiana 
Style Café. Don’t let the name 
fool you — this fine dining 
establishment touts French-
inspired Cajun cuisine in an 
upscale, intimate setting. 

With 20 tables, Gumbo’s can 
seat up to 72 people. However, 
even in the small space, the con-
versations and normal noises of a 
restaurant are not overwhelming. 

Gumbo’s first opened in 
Austin in 1994 by then-owners 
Michael and Yoli Amr, who 
moved the restaurant to Round 
Rock in 1998. 
Full story at more.impactnews.com/3463

panels, bluesy tunes play over 
the speaker and specials are 
scrawled on dry erase boards. 
To heat things up, the gumbo 
($4.75) comes in two tasty va-
rieties: seafood or chicken and 
sausage. The stew is filled with 
succulent pieces of crawfish and 
andouille sausage in a salty dark 
roux, just begging to be sopped 
up with Saltines. 
Full story at more.impactnews.com/3370
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512-864-1334
2524 Shell Rd • Georgetown, TX 78628
gtgym.com
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195

Shell R
d. 4th grade and Up

LET YOUR KIDS BE ON VACATION ALL SUMMER!

REGISTER NOW FOR MAY

Check out our website for all upcoming events

    W
illiams Dr.

ACTIVITIES FOR ALL AGES! (TODDLERS-ADULTS)

1/2 DAY SUMMER CAMP 4YRS OLD-9 YR

Member National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys

Charles E. Lance
Attorney at Law

3613 Williams Drive, Suite 701, Georgetown

(512) 868-2224
www.lancelaw.elderlawanswers.com

Call for FREE Nursing Home & Assisted Living Guide
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Housing

Bob van Til
Community development director, Taylor
“The common understanding 
is that this is a pretty strong 
swing, a pretty significant 
slowdown. From my perspective 
I expect it to rebound. Folks 
are still moving to this part of 
the country, and I think that 
somewhere down the road, the 
supply will have to catch up 
with the demand.”

Mark Thomas
Director of economic development, Georgetown
“We would expect our area to 
come right back into demand as 
soon as the demand picks back 
up. We are still in a very desirable 
area; we still have people 
interested in moving here and 
people are still moving here. It’s 
not completely stopped. I think 
things are just slowed down a bit.”

Angelos Angelou
Principal executive officer, AngelouEconomics
“In a way, we’re kind of blessed 
that we have a housing market 
that has a lot of challenges — 
but nowhere near what those 
challenges might be elsewhere 
— and this market will very 
quickly recover.”

Sheila Evans
Realtor, Moreland Properties
“I’m hoping that there is a 
shortage. As of right now 
there’s definitely not a shortage; 
there’s still a lot in inventory 
… It would definitely help the 
market come back up.”

Chapter 13
Wage earner’s plan
Available to: Individuals

Process: The debtor 
sets up a payment plan 
that must be completed 
within a given time frame, 
usually three to five years, 
overseen by a third-party 
administrator. Meanwhile, 
creditors must cease 
collection efforts and halt 
any pending foreclosure 
proceedings.

Home building is not the only industry suffering setbacks during the credit crisis. 
The Austin division of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court’s Western District of Texas, which 
encompasses Williamson County, reported 224 bankruptcy filings in January, a 
34 percent increase above January 2008 figures. Depending on the nature of the 
financial situation, debt-burdened individuals and corporations have three major 
avenues for repaying creditors.

Chapter 7 
Liquidation bankruptcy
Available to: Individuals, 
partnerships, corporations

Process: The debtor’s property 
and assets are sold off to repay 
creditors. Certain types of 
property can be exempted 
from liquidation, including 
homestead property and land, 
essential business equipment 
and basic necessities such as 
food and clothing.

Chapter 11
Reorganization bankruptcy
Available to: Individuals, 
partnerships, corporations

Process: The debtor, usually a 
corporation, continues to operate 
a business, working with courts 
and creditors to establish a 
payment plan while restructuring 
financial operations. Debtors 
attempt to recover outstanding 
assets by terminating contracts, 
liquidating property and calling 
in debt.

Bankruptcy protection process

Source: U.S. Bankruptcy Court, Western District of Texas
www.uscourts.gov/bankruptcycourts/bankruptcybasics/process.html    •    www.txwb.uscourts.gov/

demand in the Austin metro 
area, which he defines as Travis, 
Williamson, Hays, Caldwell and 
Bastrop counties. The area’s total 
population has increased steadily 
over the last five years, hitting a 
peak of 66,000 arrivals in 2007. 
The peak year for population 
growth also marked the biggest 
annual decline in home starts, 
which were down 31 percent 

from the previous year, according 
to Angelou’s January report.
Growing inventories

As industry analysts look ahead 
to future shortages, the Austin 
area is feeling the effects of the 
opposite problem: oversupply. 
Angelou said the local real estate 
market is fluctuating due in large 
part to a building surge between 
2002 and 2006. The proliferation 
of new units in this period exceed-
ed the market’s demand, he said.

Coupled with the credit col-
lapse, the oversupply led to a 

massive and costly inventory of 
unsold units, and local builders 
were forced to absorb the losses 
as the market came to a halt.

Spec houses, which are built 
and financed before a buyer has 
been found, can remain vacant 
for months during a slowdown, 
racking up large expenses for 
builders in interest payments, 
taxes and upkeep until a new 
owner takes possession.

“If the buyers dry up and 
you’re sitting there holding 50 
specs while the monthly interest 
and the taxes and everything is 
rolling, you just get nailed,” said 
Georgetown home builder Dan-
iel Amon. His company, Daniel 
Amon Custom Homes, has only 
one spec home currently on the 
market, but he said the interest 
payments on the home cost him 
about $200 a day, or more than 
$6,000 each month.

“I’ll have to build my next one, 
or maybe two, to recoup that one,” 
Amon said. “In other words, I’ll 
spread the loss out on three houses 
and just try to break even.”
Stalled developments

The credit crisis raises simi-
lar problems for developers as it 
does for builders, and many opt 
to postpone upcoming projects 
rather than take out loans to fi-
nance lots that could sit on the 
market indefinitely.

In January 2008, the City of 
Georgetown estimated that a 
group of pending residential de-
velopments could create more 
than 13,700 new housing units 
within the next few years and ac-
commodate more than 31,700 in-
coming residents at full capacity. 

A year later, many of the proj-
ects have been suspended while 
development firms revise their 
timelines, said Mark Thomas, 
economic development director 
for the City of Georgetown. 

“While infrastructure is still 
being extended to those sites, we 
haven’t seen builders come in to 
begin building,” Thomas said. 
“So clearly, we’re seeing that a 
lot of that planning and initial 
effort — which takes quite some 
time — was done, but now it’s 
basically on hold.”

Gary Newman, president of 
Austin-based Waterstone Devel-
opment, said his company and 
several others use the slowdown 
period to apply for permits, se-
cure approvals and complete 
paperwork for the upcoming 
projects, reducing the potential 
for a lengthy lag time in housing 
availability. Newman said this 
practice, known in the industry 
as “entitle and hold,” shrinks the 
potential delay from about two 
years down to about six months. 
It also helps reduce the duration 
of any impending shortages.

“We’re holding to see that mar-
ket turn back, and then we’ll crank 
up the bulldozers,” he said.

Waterstone is preparing to 
develop the Somerset Hills sub-
division, a 1,500-acre master 
planned community northwest 
of Sun City. The project is slated 
to include 3,700 single-family 
homes at full capacity, but New-
man said the project has been 
postponed to an estimated start 
date in mid-2011.
Consumer demand

Many Central Texas builders 

have expressed doubt that a hous-
ing shortage looms on the hori-
zon. Despite the current instabil-
ity in the home building industry, 
Amon said, consumer demand 
should continue to determine 
how many new homes are built at 
any given time.

“If there’s a buyer, someone 
will find a way to build them a 
home,” he said. “If there’s a de-
mand, someone will figure out a 
way to supply that demand.”

Sheila Evans, a Realtor with 
Moreland Properties in George-
town, said the decline in home 
prices has brought about a buyer’s 
market, and although demand is 
low at the moment, she expects 
business to turn around quickly 
when credit conditions improve.

“Georgetown was growing so 
much that everyone just started 
building, and it was selling, and 
all of a sudden it stopped,” she 
said. “If there is a shortage, the 
demand will go up and the prices 
will start to go up again.”

Although fewer new homes 
are being built, other projects 
could help builders stay afloat 
in the coming year. Bob van 
Til, community development 
director for the City of Taylor, 
said steady levels of residential 
remodels and expansions have 
helped soften the blow from de-
clining home starts. 

“It tells me the demand is 
there, and I just hope the market 
can adjust to it,” he said. “I hope 
that home builders and people in 
the construction trade are able to 
weather the downswing.”

Thoughts  from local experts

Comment and find links to related stories at
more.impactnews.com/3533



impactnews.com   March  2009  |  27  

               
             Leander Rd.

Community Profile    Williamson County Public Affairs Manager Interview by Beth Wade

What is the primary purpose of your 
role as the county’s public affairs 
manager?

My primary purpose is to give residents 
information about county government, 
the different actions the Commission-
ers Court takes and the different events 
and offerings that we have. I work for 
the Commissioners Court and depart-
ments that fall under the court. I can 
also assist other elected officials. Usually 
for other elected officials I would put out 
announcements if their offices were clos-
ing for some reason, if they are changing 
to allow more online services or other 
newsworthy items like that. So, I help 
them with news releases and put them out 
for them.

Why is your role important to the 
citizens of Williamson County?

I think it is important that they do have 
information about what their tax dollars 
are paying for and what events are coming 
up that they should be aware of. Particu-
larly with the road bond program and all 
the road improvements that the county 
is doing, people need to know informa-
tion about when new roads are opened 
or when a road might be closed for road 
work. There are a lot of ways that they 
are affected by county government. I also 
work to help students find out more about 

county government. We do a number of 
tours for students throughout the year, 
and I will arrange for elected officials to 
speak to different groups. Even adults like 
to learn more about county government. 
The various leadership groups [from cities] 
throughout the county will work with me 
and put together a county leadership day.

What are the county’s key issues that 
you need to communicate to citizens?

Right now a lot of it has to do with 
the road bond program and new roads. 
People are always very interested in roads, 
specifically, open houses or opportunities 
to make comments, and about any of the 
decisions that are done in Commissioners 
Court. The one that I particularly enjoy 
getting to help with is parks because that 
is something people really enjoy. We put 
out a parks brochure for the parks depart-
ment, and it is a great asset because people 
need to know about the wonderful county 
parks that we have. 

What is the most challenging aspect of 
your job?

Sometimes it can just be juggling the 
variety of things there are to do. There are 
several announcements that may need to 
go out for a variety of different depart-
ments and just making sure that we get 
that done, as well as responding to phone 

calls, e-mails and answering reporters’ 
questions for a variety of articles that they 
may be working on. 

What is the most rewarding aspect of 
your job?

I enjoy all aspects of my job, but it 
might be when we get to do a park open-
ing. We just had a trail opening on March 
7. Those are great events because you get 
to see kids and other people who live 
here. You get to see their reaction when 
they first get to use a new facility. I enjoy 
being a part of those special events in the 
county. When we did the rededication of 
the courthouse, that was a really special 
event, and I enjoyed getting to be a part of 
that. Celebrations are always fun.

How can citizens get up-to-date and 
accurate information?

The website is a good way to do it. We 
do try to post releases about events coming 
up on the website. And we do keep up with 
the media so people can hear about differ-
ent events through papers and television. 

We also put out a monthly e-newsletter. 
People can go to the website, click on 
Departments and the Public Information 
Office. There is a form online that they 
can fill out, and then receive the newslet-
ter once a month with updates as to what 
is going on in the upcoming month. We 

do road openings and information on new 
parks and trails, as well as publish the 
information for the museum and events 
coming up at The Williamson Museum. It 
is a good way to find out things to do, as 
well as information about what has been 
happening in the Commissioners Court.

Connie Watson
Williamson County Public 
Affairs Manager
Education: Bachelor’s degree from 
University of Denver in 1987 and master’s 
degree from Arizona State University in 1995
Hometown: Springfield, Ill.
Worked in Williamson County: 4.5 years
Contact: 943-1663, cwatson@wilco.org

Be
th

 W
ad

e

900 N. Austin Ave. Ste. 410
Next to Starbucks & Chipotle

863-7707

this is getting juicy

Williams Drive

Austin Avenue

C
hip
otl
e

I-35

Remote Data 
Protection
We remotely back up and protect 
your data while you sleep

(512) 853-9859 or (866) 579-5928
Hutto  • www.savemypc.com

Mike Adams
Hutto, Texas

512-853-9859
10% OFF of Labor portion of bill 

New Client O� er Only

Services: • data recovery 
      • data discovery      
      • computer repairs
                     • networks 
      • upgrades

“Send  your  data 
to someone you trust.”

Evening Master’s Programs - June 1 Application Deadline
• Business Administration

Evening Master’s Programs - June 15 Application Deadline
• Computer Science   
• Educational Leadership  
• Elementary Education   
• Interdisciplinary Studies    

Undergraduate (non-business) Application Deadlines 
• Summer I               May 1
• Summer II               June 15
• Fall                                 July 1

Round Rock Higher Education Center
1555 University Blvd., Round Rock

Bachelor’s and Master’s Programs at 
Texas State University in Round Rock

Register at www.rrhec.txstate.edu/cpis

A member of The Texas State University System 
Texas State University-San Marcos is an equal opportunity educational institution.

College Planning Information Session 
April 18 and June 13 • 10 a.m. - 12 p.m.

• Management of Technical Education
• Public Administration
• Software Engineering
• Technical Communication
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ONE HOME. ONE STORY. Countless M emories.

Homes Inspired by You
Find your inspiration in any one of our 
desirable communities across Central Texas.

HOMES FROM THE MID $100’S TO $1+ MILLION

Teravista
512-388-4740
Paloma Lake
512-341-7611
Walsh Ranch
512-733-7600
VVillages of Berry Creek
512-763-1212 
Whitestone Oaks
512-259-3357

Brodie Springs
512-292-6186
Falconhead West
512-263-5196
Steiner Ranch
512-845-7350
Senna HillsSenna Hills
512-263-2655
Pioneer Crossing
512-490-2441
Legends Village
512-845-7350

ignite
Back by demand, Seton’s Ignite Women’s Health 
Program will kick off in March with a run/walk training 
program leading up to the Ignite 5K on June 13. This 
year, Ignite offers another fitness option – boot camp!

For more information and to register, please visit 
www.goodhealth.com/ignite

RunTex • CHASCO Family YMCA • H-E-B • Community Impact Newspaper • mix 94.7  

SECURITY
FINANCE

Your Friend When You Need $$$
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Avery Apartments
309 Avery St. 
Tue. and Thu. 3-7:30 p.m.
Five computers
Printer on site

Chamber of Commerce
1519 N. Main St. 
Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
One computer
Printer on site

H-E-B
2705 N. Main St. 
5 a.m-1 a.m.
Three computers

John’s Community Clinic
305 Mallard Lane
Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
One computer

John’s Community 
Emergency Room 
305 Mallard Lane
24 hours a day
One computer

Mallard Run Apartments
1000 Mallard Run
Mon.-Fri. 1-5 p.m. 
Thu. 1-6 p.m.
One computer
Printer on site

Mount Calvary  
Baptist Church
602 Symes
Mon.-Fri. 4-6 p.m.
Three computers
Printer on site*

*Paper not provided  •  Source: TaylorCNET

Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Church
113 Dickey St. 
Mon., Tue. and Thu. 4-8 p.m.
Sat. 10 a.m.-1 p.m.
Four computers
Printer on site

Senior Center
1301 W. Fourth St.
Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-3 p.m.
Four computers
Printer on site*

Sunset Apartments
213 Debus Drive
Mon. 3:30-5:30 p.m.
Wed. 3:30-7:30 p.m.
Two computers
Printer on site*

Taylor City Hall
400 Porter St.
Computer not available at 
this time

Temple College at Taylor
516 N. Main St. 
Mon.-Thu. 9 a.m.-6 p.m.
Two computers

Williamson County 
Annex
412 Vance St. 
Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
One computer
Printer on site*

Williamson County Grain
504 E. Walnut St. 
Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
One computer
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TaylorCNET locations

customers — not the businesses located 
there — because the network is not secure. 

The wireless antennae were installed in 
downtown in December. The hardware, all 
Cisco technology, is mounted on streetlights 
at the corners of Seventh Street and Austin 
Avenue and Eight Street and Austin Avenue. 
A third device is located on the top of the 
Visitors Center, 101 W. Seventh St., and the 
old fire station on Main Street. 

The city began researching a public Wi-
Fi system three years ago after then-Mayor 
Gary Nelon and Councilman Gabe Sansing 
had seen several cities near Fort Worth at-
tempt the wireless network and wanted 
something similar in Georgetown. 

Schoenborn began researching options 
and watching other cities test networks. 
Plans for a citywide wireless system were 
first considered; however, those were nar-
rowed to a smaller scale. Schoenborn said 
the city could expand the downtown net-
work to include other locations such as San 
Gabriel Park in the future.

Texas-based INX Inc. was contracted to 
install and maintain the system.

In a future budget cycle, Schoenborn 
said he is considering asking for funds to 
purchase and install hardware and soft-
ware to track network usage and peak ac-
tivity times.
TaylorCNET

In 2002 the Taylor Community Network, 
or TaylorCNET, was founded to provide 
computers and internet service to the citi-
zens of Taylor through an eight-member 

partnership, including the City of Taylor, 
Taylor ISD, Taylor Economic Development 
Corporation, Williamson County, Tay-
lor Housing Authority, Johns Community 
Hospital, Taylor Chamber of Commerce 
and Temple College at Taylor. 

The program, which operates with a 
$50,000 annual budget, was originally 
funded through a $525,000 Telecommu-
nications Infrastructure Fund Grant from 
the State of Texas. 

At 14 access points around the city, citi-
zens have free access to computers, printers 
and the internet, and CNET provides a free 
Wi-Fi hot spot at the chamber of commerce 
building at 1519 N. Main St. 

Network manager Denise Lieb said that 
while the city only has one wireless access 
point, hot spots in the public parks are be-
ing considered. The city also provides wire-
less at the public library on Vance Street.

In 2008 more than 1,745 people in 12 
of the 14 locations used CNET, Lieb said. 
However, she said that the numbers were 
ambiguous because there is not an official 
login procedure, simply a sign-in sheet that 
is often ignored. 

Public access point technicians are only 
employed at the Avery Apartments and 
Our Lady of Guadalupe locations. The tech-
nicians provide assistance with everything 
from navigating the internet to homework 
help and aid in tracking network usage. 
Each month approximately 250 people used 
computers at the Avery Apartments and 
about 350 used them at Our Lady of Gua-
dalupe in 2008, Lieb said. 

“[The computers] are provided for the 
community to have access,” Lieb said. “We 

know it is very important for someone who 
wouldn’t normally have access, especially 
if a teacher assigns homework to a student 
who might not have a computer at home. It 
is such a fantastic resource for people.”

The CNET’s internet service is provided 
for free by Eccentrix Wireless, which was 
contracted by the city in January after con-
nectivity problems with previous provider 
ERF Wireless Inc. The company provides 
the service in exchange for leased space on 
two of the city’s water towers. 
Wireless on hold

The Wireless Hutto project, mentioned in 
the city’s five-year Capital Improvement Pro-
gram, is a three-phase program that would 
“enhance connectivity between city facilities 
and provide wireless access at city parks and 
the downtown area in the future.”

The project is on hold due to the eco-
nomic downturn and evolving technology, 
Hutto IT Analyst Tim Howell said. 

The first phase of the project connected 
the city’s facilities. The second phase is a 
pilot phase to test public wireless, and the 
third phase is a citywide system.

Howell said if the city were to go forward 
with a wireless system, it could be focused 
on providing wireless services to public 
safety workers, including police and fire 
departments. Currently police use wireless 
cards through a phone company to access 
the internet and communicate. If the city 
did decide to go in that direction, state and 
federal grants could be sought to implement 
it, Howell said. 

Comment and find links to related stories at
more.impactnews.com/3532
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Wireless

6  7
Symes St.

Avery Dr.

  12

Vance St.

Map not to scale

95



30  | March  2009   Community Impact Newspaper • Georgetown/Hutto/Taylor Edition

Compliments of 

HSK and Associates
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FREE Online Home and Lifestyle Magazine

Exposure is 
Everything!

We’ve Gone 

Green!
Visit our website  
and click on the 
magazine link. 512-818-8181

Residential Real Estate A Realtor’s perspective

Less than $100,000
$100,000-$149,900
$150,000-$199,900
$200,000-$299,900
$300,000-$399,900
$400,000-$499,900
$500,000-$749,900
$750,000-$999,900
$1 million + 

4
77

137
153
94
64
55
14
14

41
64
28
77
51
55
75
81

116

$244,217
$223,089
$200,174
$235,737
$220,249
$267,820
$218,189
$225,758
$219,535

$167,513
$148,954
$160,780
$149,538
$133,143
$141,644
$152,839
$144,343
$145,570

$92,400
$135,268
$93,667

$177,500
$83,167

$143,417
$112,584
$126,765
$111,747

139
99

105
120
125
147
134
159
132

1
96
49
22
9
3
4
1
-

24
29
19
27
30
31
36
38
37

48
87
81
93
80

153
133
173

-

Price range No. of homes for sale Avg. days on market

26
30
16
5
-
-
-
-
-

9
8
9
4
3
6

13
18
19

82
97
85

123
-
-
-
-
-

Feb. 2009
Feb. 2008
Jan. 2009
Dec. 2008
Nov. 2008
Oct. 2008
Sept. 2008
Aug. 2008
July 2008

Month  

On the market  (February 1-28) Monthly home sales
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Market Data provided by Nicole Boynton
Sky Realty  |  289-4663  |  nicole@austintxrealestateagent.com

Residential Real Estate Market Data

By Charles Harvey
Central Texas is growing and for numer-

ous reasons. Companies, such as Dell and 
Samsung, have helped set a stage for the 
job market in the area, and thousands of 
new residents moving in from across the 
nation have recognized the opportunities 
in the Capital City and its surrounding 
areas. The rapid increase in area popula-
tions has driven demand for the commer-
cial real estate market, particularly in the 
sub-markets to the north where demand is 
high and development land is abundant. 

Three of those sub-markets that have 
benefited from Austin area growth are 
Georgetown, Hutto and Taylor. These 
communities continue to benefit from 
Austin’s unique position in the global 
market with an influx of highly educated 
people absorbing the wealth of jobs in 
Central Texas. Despite the rapidly dete-
riorating national economy, these com-
munities are well-positioned to weather 
the recession with minimal distress.
Retail

Retail follows the rooftops, and where 
you have an increase in population, you 
have an increase in rooftops, resulting in 
a large following of retail. This is evident 
particularly in Hutto and Georgetown, 

with large developments that have 
brought big national tenants to the street 
corners. The large power center develop-
ments have had great success in both 
cities with big box retailers and smaller 
national chains. The retail growth has 
been driven by population growth and 
a large amount of disposable income 
among the population. 

Retail in Georgetown has benefited 
tremendously from the city’s large retire-
ment communities. 

The Home Depot, Lowe’s and numerous 
other national tenants were attracted to 
Hutto as they looked to benefit from the 
city’s status as one of the fastest growing 
small towns in America. 

Taylor has also experienced some 
growth with numerous national chains 
crowding in around H-E-B and Wal-Mart 
on the north side of town. 

Commercial real estate: 
A market outlook

Real Estate cycle
Austin’s stage in 
the cycle

Recovery
Decreasing vacancy rates• 
Low new construction• 
Moderate absorption• 
Low/moderate employment • 
growth
Negative/low rental rate growth• 

Expansion
Decreasing vacancy rates• 
Moderate/high new construction• 
High absorption• 
Moderate/high employment • 
growth
Medium/high rental rate growth• 

Hypersupply
Increasing vacancy rates• 
Moderate/high new construction• 
Low/negative absorption• 
Moderate/low employment growth• 
Medium/low rental rate growth• 

Recession
Increasing vacancy rates• 
Moderate/low new construction• 
Low absorption• 
Low/negative employment growth• 
Low/negative rental rate growth• 

1

3

1
1

1

22
3

3

3

2

Industrial Retail

Strongest Economy

Office

2

Source: Don Quick & Associates

Office
The office sector in much of Central 

Texas is in the recession stage of the cycle. 
Vacancy is increasing with several new 
projects that outpaced demand and the 
increasing number of tenants who are 
making their spaces available for sublease. 
We are starting to witness a correction 
in the office market with softening rents, 
greater tenant improvement allowances 
and other incentives offered by landlords. 
Considering the amount of inventory in 
the area, recovery may be two to three 
years out. 

Industrial
Small industrial properties continue 

to do well in Hutto with close proximity 
to Austin and Round Rock via Toll 130 
and Hwy. 79. Most of the industrial space 
in Hutto consists of office/warehouse 
buildings between 1,000 and 10,000 sq. 

ft. Vacancy in these properties is cur-
rently low, and space is affordable for 
small businesses. We have not yet seen the 
large bulk warehouses sprout from the 
ground in Georgetown, Hutto and Taylor, 
but they could be expected in years to 
come as developers and large industrial 
users recognize the benefits of Toll 130 
and Hwy. 79. A big future is also forecast 
in the industrial market for Hutto and 
Taylor with Union Pacific rail, a potential 
asset for those users requiring rail access 
to move goods.  

Article provided by Charles Harvey
Commercial REALTOR

Don Quick & Associates, Inc.
1000 N. IH 35, Ste. A, Round Rock

255-3000 • Cell: 423-0126
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Residential Real Estate Neighborhoods at a glance

Georgetown Crossing   Georgetown – 78626

River Chase   Georgetown – 78628 

Featured homes

Featured homes

• One of Georgetown’s newer neighborhoods
• Convenient access to Hwy. 29 and Toll 130
• Private road to St. Helen’s Catholic Church

Schools
Annie Purl and Williams elementary schools• 
Tippit Middle School• 
Georgetown Ninth Grade Center• 
Georgetown High School• 

• Close to shopping, dining at Wolf Ranch
• Access to Hwy. 29, IH 35 and Shell Road
• Numerous homes/lots have river frontage

Schools
Carver and Pickett elementary schools• 
Tippit Middle School• 
Georgetown Ninth Grade Center• 
Georgetown High School• 

1

2

4
3

River Chase Ct.

Georgetown Crossing Entrance

1 209 Overlook Court 2 308 River Chase Court
3 Br/3 Ba | 2,983 sq. ft.
Agent: Pete Martin, ERA Colonial

4 Br/4.5 Ba | 5,052 sq. ft.
Agent: Steve McVean, IF Realty

$397,500
818-2015

$959,000
785-3553

3 376 River Chase Blvd. 4 364 River Chase Blvd.
5 Br/5 Ba | 4,719 sq. ft.
Agent: Cord Shiflet, Moreland Properties

4 Br/ 4.5 Ba | 3,750 sq. ft.
Agent: Lena Lansdale, Moreland Properties

$650,000
751-2673

$750,000
818-0229

5 2809 Kempton St.

7 1326 Ascot St.

6 1202 Ascot St.
3 Br/ 2 Ba | 1,547 sq. ft.
Agent: Annette Wilson, RE/MAX Centx Associates

3 Br/ 2 Ba | 1,558 sq. ft.
Agents: Steve & Becky Homer, Keller Williams

3 Br/2 Ba | 2,836 sq. ft.
Agent: Maggie Kennedy, Sellstate Classic

$160,000
784-8690

$149,000
659-2514

$169,000
698-3478
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If you are a broker/agent, builder or property owner and would like to have your residential and/or commercial properties listed in our real estate section at no cost, please send an e-mail 
to realestate@impactnews.com requesting a submission form. All listings received will be considered for publication in one or more editions of Community Impact Newspaper.

Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this listing, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property's agent/seller for the most current and reliable information.

78626 Georgetown Berry J Sur 40001 Heritage Hollow 3br/3ba 3,139 $385,000 Lena Lansdale Moreland Properties 818-0234
78626 Georgetown Churchill Farms 104 Stonehedge Blvd. 4br/3.5ba 3,200 $220,000 Pete Martin ERA-Colonial Real Estate 818-2015
78626 Georgetown Dimmit Add 605 E. 15th St. 2br/1ba 1,169 $159,900 Clare Easley Moreland Properties 913-2272
78626 Georgetown Ewell A Sur 3005 FM 1105 3br/2ba 1,680 $165,000 Carl Jones ERA-Colonial Real Estate 569-2323
78626 Georgetown Georgetown Crossing 2809 Kempton St. 3br/2ba 1,547 $160,000 Annette Wilson RE/MAX Centx Associates LLC 784-8690
78626 Georgetown Glasscock 506 E. Seventh St. 4br/1.5ba 2,139 $219,500 Pokey Delwaide ERA-Colonial Real Estate 818-9300
78626 Georgetown Hatfield 1225 CR 155 3br/3ba 4,251 $695,000 Rhonda Carnley Moreland Properties 627-0792
78626 Georgetown Hatfield 7425 FM 971 3br/2ba 1,232 $76,000 Ronnie Bleeker Moreland Properties 563-4628
78626 Georgetown Katy Crossing 187 Tanner Circle 3br/2ba 1,508 $159,000 Sherri Revier ERA-Colonial Real Estate 769-6000
78626 Georgetown Sparks Add 2006 S. Main St. 3br/2ba 1,500 $277,500 Stephanie Lawton, Owner-Agent Sellstate Summit Realty 848-2503
78626 Georgetown Western Hills Estates 401 Western Hill Drive 4br/3.5ba 4,025/32 acres $999,000 Linda Morrison & Celeste Lovelace Urban Homes & Land 508-4737
78628 Georgetown Berry Creek 29015 Bay Hill Court 4br/2.5ba 2,250 $219,000 Lena Lansdale Moreland Properties 818-0231
78628 Georgetown Berry Creek 30709 Berry Creek Drive 4br/3.5ba 4,300 $495,000 Pete Martin ERA-Colonial Real Estate 818-2015
78628 Georgetown Berry Creek 451 Logan Ranch 3br/5ba 3,119 $250,000 N/A Keller Williams Realty 964-3010
78628 Georgetown Cimarron Hills 111 Paloma Point 5br/4.5ba 4,800 $1,265,000 The Christ and Gabriel Team Sellstate Summit Realty 930-7355
78628 Georgetown Cimarron Hills 307 Goodnight Drive 5br/5ba 4,622 $889,000 The Christ and Gabriel Team Sellstate Summit Realty 930-7355
78628 Georgetown Country Club 2606 Gabriel View Drive 4br/3.5ba 3,937 $650,000 Janet Hewlett Moreland Properties 635-0855
78628 Georgetown Estates of Westlake 608 Marquesa 5br/3.5ba 3,998 $759,000 Clare Easley Moreland Properties 913-2272
78628 Georgetown Falls of San Gabriel 2509 Springwood Lane 3br/2ba 2,590 $449,900 Lena Lansdale Moreland Properties 818-0229
78628 Georgetown Gabriels Overlook 201 Lake Side Drive 4br/2.5ba 3,417 $549,000 Rhonda Carnley Moreland Properties 627-0792
78628 Georgetown Logan Plateau Estates 234 Logan 4br/4.5ba 4,065 $585,000 Silverstone Custom Homes Keller Williams Realty 964-3010
78628 Georgetown Reata Trails 918 Hedgewood 3br/2ba 1,867 $219,900 The Christ and Gabriel Team Sellstate Summit Realty 930-7355
78628 Georgetown River Chase 111 River Chase 3br/2.5ba 3,178 $550,000 Don Hemingway Crystal Falls Realty 789-3356
78628 Georgetown River Ridge 209 Norwood St. 3br/2.5ba 1,999 $188,850 Susie Jones ERA-Colonial Real Estate 818-7060
78628 Georgetown River Ridge 301 Norwood St. 4br/2.5ba 2,662 $239,900 Susie Jones ERA-Colonial Real Estate 818-7060
78628 Georgetown Serenada Estates 4301 E. Cordoba Circle 5br/3.5ba 3,052 $259,900 Annette Wilson RE/MAX Centx Associates LLC 784-8690
78628 Georgetown Sierra Vista 107 Tamara Court 3br/2.5ba 1,882 $163,900 The Christ and Gabriel Team Sellstate Summit Realty 930-7355
78628 Georgetown Summer Crest 2352 Brookhollow Terrace 4br/2.5ba 2,638 $159,900 The Christ and Gabriel Team Sellstate Summit Realty 930-7355
78628 Georgetown Villages Berry Creek 7746 Squirrel Hollow Drive 4br/2ba 2,036 $179,900 Pete Martin ERA-Colonial Real Estate 818-2015
78628 Georgetown Woodland Park 206 W. Majestic Oak 4br/3ba 3,716 $499,900 Lena Lansdale Moreland Properties 818-0230
78628 Georgetown Woods at Berry Creek 203 Del Aire Court 4br/3.5ba 3,622 $313,900 Pete Martin ERA-Colonial Real Estate 818-2015
78628 Georgetown Woods of Fountainwood 106 Hallie Court 4br/3.2ba 3,779 $639,000 Janet Hewlett Moreland Properties 635-0855
78633 Georgetown Estates of Westlake 131 Portafino Lane 4br/3.5ba 3,898 $650,000 Annette Wilson RE/MAX Centx Associates LLC 784-8690
78633 Georgetown Fountainwood Estates 2011 Fountainwood Drive 4br/2ba 2,387 $289,900 The Christ and Gabriel Team Sellstate Summit Realty 930-7355
78633 Georgetown Fountainwood Estates 199 Allen Circle 4br/3ba 2,965 $324,999 Virginia Lazenby ERA-Colonial Real Estate 818-0988
78633 Georgetown Georgetown Village 527 Westbury Lane 3br/2.5ba 1,974 $200,000 Pete Martin ERA-Colonial Real Estate 818-2015
78633 Georgetown Georgetown Village 113 Village Glen 4br/2ba 2,185 $237,000 Rob Rothenberg Rothenberg Realty, PLLC 863-3115
78633 Georgetown Heritage Oaks 922 Big Thicket 2br/2ba 1,688 $219,440 Fred Disch Moreland Properties 771-5001
78633 Georgetown Indian Springs 1700 Indian Springs Road 3br/2ba 1,754 $425,000 Annette Wilson RE/MAX Centx Associates LLC 784-8690
78633 Georgetown Lake Georgetown Estates 20314 Hunters Point Drive 4br/3.5ba 3,906 $399,900 The Christ and Gabriel Team Sellstate Summit Realty 930-7355
78633 Georgetown Shell Ranch/Georgetown Village 300 Westbury Lane 6br/4ba 3,537 $334,900 Annette Wilson RE/MAX Centx Associates LLC 784-8690
78633 Georgetown Sun City 121 Whitewing Way 1br/2ba 1,085 $129,900 Jud Savage ERA-Colonial Real Estate 635-0782
78633 Georgetown Sun City 273 Whispering Wind Drive 2br/2ba 1,593 $187,750 Pokey Delwaide ERA-Colonial Real Estate 818-9300
78633 Georgetown Sun City 424 Deer Meadow 2br/2ba 1,850 $262,500 Susie Jones ERA-Colonial Real Estate 818-7060
78633 Georgetown Sun City 108 Whirlwind Cove 3br/2ba 1,994 $295,000 Walter Eastburn ERA-Colonial Real Estate 966-6074
78633 Georgetown Sun City 106 Venus Lane 3br/3ba 3,045 $782,500 Pete Martin ERA-Colonial Real Estate 818-2015
78633 Georgetown Sun City 111 Plover Pass 2br/1ba 931 $126,950 Pokey Delwaide ERA-Colonial Real Estate 818-9300
78633 Georgetown Sun City 500 Dove Hollow Trail 4br/3.5ba 3,007 $485,000 Sherri Revier ERA-Colonial Real Estate 769-6000
78633 Georgetown Sun City 222 Bonham Loop 2br/2ba 1,397 $134,500 Susie Jones ERA-Colonial Real Estate 818-7060
78633 Georgetown Sun City 263 Trail of the Flowers 2br/2ba 1,568 $169,900 Terry Graf ERA-Colonial Real Estate 284-2173
78633 Georgetown Sun City 148 Dan Moody Trail 2br/2ba 1,891 $239,500 Virginia Lazenby ERA-Colonial Real Estate 818-0988
78633 Georgetown Sun City 180 Whispering Wind 2br/2ba 1,117 $144,900 Walter Eastburn ERA-Colonial Real Estate 966-6074
78633 Georgetown Walnut Springs 236 Sebastian 4br/3.5ba 3,265 $465,000 Lena Lansdale Moreland Properties 818-0232
78633 Georgetown Westlake of the Woods 206 Goldrdge Drive 4br/3.5ba 4,236 $629,000 Annette Wilson RE/MAX Centx Associates LLC 784-8690
78633 Georgetown Woodland Park 121 Canyon Oak Loop 4br/4ba 4,108 $529,900 The Christ and Gabriel Team Sellstate Summit Realty 930-7355
78633 Georgetown Woods of Fountainwood 205 Bobbys 4br/3ba 8,161 $465,000 Lena Lansdale Moreland Properties 818-0233
78634 Hutto Legends of Hutto 103 Herrera Trail 5br/3ba 2,856 $168,900 Susie Jones ERA-Colonial Real Estate 818-7060
78634 Hutto Railroad 109 East St. 4br/2ba 3,000 $399,000 Dana Wood Moreland Properties 633-5218
78634 Hutto The Lookout at Brushy Creek 328 Comanche Circle 4br/3ba 3,757 $369,999 Kelli Roch Gaston & Sheehan Realty 627-3857
76574 Taylor Bel-Air Add 2002 Davis St. 3br/2ba 1,284 $119,900 Donna Brasfield, GRI Brasfield Real Estate 365-6500
76574 Taylor Bohlls 1015 Kirk St. 2br/1ba 1,088 $89,500 Linda Morrison & Celeste Lovelace Urban Homes & Land 508-4737
76574 Taylor Bull Branch 2806 Monika Lane 3br/2ba 1,485 $124,900 Donna Brasfield, GRI Brasfield Real Estate 365-6500
76574 Taylor Burns 1300 Burns Blvd. 2br/2ba 1,612 $140,000 Linda Morrison & Celeste Lovelace Urban Homes & Land 508-4737
76574 Taylor Country 3713 Old Georgetown Road 4br/2ba 4,290 $275,000 Shane Polach Terra Properties, Inc. 415-2386
76574 Taylor Dahlberg 501 Pintail Lane 3br/2ba 1,430 $109,000 Shane Polach Terra Properties, Inc. 415-2386
76574 Taylor Dickson 1007 Talbot St. 3br/2ba 1,350 $114,900 Shane Polach Terra Properties, Inc. 415-2386
76574 Taylor Doak Add 1403 W. Seventh St. 3br/1ba 1,096 $96,000 Donna Brasfield, GRI Brasfield Real Estate 365-6500
76574 Taylor Greenlawn 1800 Cedarlawn St. 4br/2ba 1,819 $129,900 Donna Brasfield, GRI Brasfield Real Estate 365-6500
76574 Taylor Hague Heights 1120 W. Lake Drive 4br/3.5ba 3,048 $169,000 Donna Brasfield, GRI Brasfield Real Estate 365-6500
76574 Taylor Hidden Meadows 2209 Lark Lane 3br/2ba 1,810 $159,900 Janette Polach Terra Properties, Inc. 422-5450
76574 Taylor John M. Cuba 4402 Timbercrest 3br/2ba 2,115 $199,900 Janette Polach Terra Properties, Inc. 422-5450
76574 Taylor Kuhl Estates 175 CR 483 2br/3ba 2,154 $215,000 Agent: Nan Grimm Coldwell Banker United Realtors 657-8227
76574 Taylor North Drive 2203 Lathan Lane 3br/2ba 1,958 $164,900 Janette Polach Terra Properties, Inc. 422-5450
76574 Taylor Sefcik 2004 Kent St. 4br/2ba 1,950 $105,000 Shane Polach Terra Properties, Inc. 415-2386
76574 Taylor Sutton 1805 Kent St. 3br/2ba 1,616 $105,000 Rhonda Carnley Moreland Properties 627-0792
76574 Taylor Williams W. R. 1417 Sloan St. 3br/1ba 1,464 $145,000 Donna Brasfield, GRI Brasfield Real Estate 365-6500
76574 Taylor Zarza P Survey 7025 FM 1331 3br/3ba 3,361 $380,000 Donna Brasfield ,GRI Brasfield Real Estate 365-6500
76574 Taylor Zieschang 202 Hosack 3br/2ba 1,836 $87,700 Janette Polach Terra Properties, Inc. 422-5450

424 Deer Meadow, Georgetown $262,500

2352 Brookhollow Terrace, Georgetown $159,900

2806 Monika Lane, Taylor $124,900

2006 S. Main St., Georgetown $277,500

205 Bobbys, Georgetown $465,000

307 Goodnight Drive, Georgetown $889,000

1805 Kent St., Taylor $105,000

Residential Real Estate Property Listings
Georgetown, Hutto and Taylor ZIP code guide
ZIP code City Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Sq. Ft. Price Agent Agency Phone

For more residential real estate listings, visit more.impactnews.com/3514

78626 East Georgetown
78628 West Georgetown
78633 Northwest / Lake Georgetown area
78634 Hutto 
76574 Taylor


