
FEB 21  Paws for Mardi Gras dog walk The Georgetown Animal 
Shelter sponsors a 5K walk to help the animal shelter establish a 
surgery suite. | 5

March 12  6th Annual Taylor ISD Student Showcase Taylor 
ISD hosts a student showcase featuring lessons, classroom projects, 
performances and art from pre-K to 12th grade students.  | 5

Williamson County 
property appraisals

CONTINUED ON |26

CONTINUED ON |24

Georgetown arts and culture board designs vision for arts master plan
Story Highlights

Board hires facilitator to aid with organizing master plan process•	
Board approves $40,000 to purchase public art for recreation center•	

The Texas Department of 
Transportation renamed portions 
of Business 35/Austin Avenue from SE 
Inner Loop to Leander Road and from 
NE Inner Loop to Williams Drive. | 5

County and Georgetown officials 
will break ground Feb. 5 on the 
Williams Drive expansion project. | 12

The Taylor City Council approved 
routes for the $750,000 Safe Routes 
to School sidewalk program. | 13

A proposed landfill contract 
approved by county commissioners is 
under review by Waste Management 
and will be returned to the court for 
final approval. | 13

Robert Fite 
was named the 
new chief of the 
Georgetown Fire 
Department. | 5

Williamson County Commissioners 
voted to extend the county’s contract 
with Corrections Corporation of 
America to operate the T. Don Hutto 
Residential Center. | 21

Texas’ general revenue funds for 
the 2010-2011 biennium are 10.5 
percent lower than for 2008-2009, 
Comptroller Susan Combs reported 
in January. | 14

Chantal’s Bistro, in Georgetown,  
celebrated a grand re-opening in 
early February. | 4

Scott Alacron 
was named CEO 
of the Georgetown 
Health 
Foundation.
more.impactnews.
com/3084

The Wilhelmina Cullen Admission 
Building, Southwestern University’s 
first green building, opened Jan. 21.
more.impactnews.com/3083

What’s News    

What’s Online    
www.impactnews.com

What’s Ahead    

“Danielle’s Dream” sculpture by Dan Pogue was donated by Laurie and Merlin Schwenk to the city 
during the construction of the public library in 2007.

Population growth, economy 
cause uncertainty in tax forecasts

By Rob Heidrick
As Williamson County residents submit-

ted their 2008 property tax payments in early 
February, county appraisers were concluding 
the district’s first round of property evalua-
tions for the coming year. Their analysis of 
local home values in the next several months 
will ultimately be used to determine property 
tax rates for all residences in the county.

Despite a volatile national housing market, 
local officials foresee only minor changes in 
the region’s average tax bill. Alvin Lankford, 
the incoming chief appraiser at the Wil-
liamson Central Appraisal District, said that 
while it is too early to predict how this year’s 
home values will compare to last year’s, Cen-
tral Texas has thus far managed to avoid the 
sharp price declines plaguing other areas of 
the nation.

“Texas has been fortunate that we haven’t 
taken that kind of hit,” Lankford said. “But 
it’s a little early in the process to know how 
we’ve been affected.”

Notifications of homes’ appraised values 
will be mailed to residents by mid-April.
 Calculating home values

The appraisal district values each home 
according to the actual selling prices of 

similar homes in the area. District officials 
draw boundaries around neighborhoods 
with homes of comparable value and evaluate 
each property based on its estimated sales 
price, as well as factors such as age, size and 
structural condition. 

WCAD appraises new homes as soon as 
they are built and reappraises every proper-
ty in the county annually. However, district 
employees do not inspect every property in 
person each year, Lankford said. Appraisers 
frequently use market statistics to project a 
home’s appreciation or depreciation, but be-
cause Texas is one of a handful of states that 
do not require home sellers to disclose pric-
ing information, the district has to consult 
Realtors, property owners and real estate 
listings to gather accurate figures.

“We have to kind of scrounge around and 
talk to many different sources to try to get all 
the sales data we can,” Lankford said.

There is no official schedule for re-in-
spections, and Lankford said houses could 
be visited within a range of once a year to 
once every six years. WCAD does not give 
advance notice of an inspector’s arrival, but 
Lankford said the appraisers knock on doors 
and speak with property owners if they are 
home. When visiting a home, inspectors 
confirm lot measurements, evaluate new 
improvements and check for damages that 
could devalue a home. 

Homeowners are not usually required to 
report improvements such as additions or 
remodels unless the property is also used as 
a business, but appraisers will document the 

Jan. 1 – All residential properties are appraised 
according to their value as of this date.

January-March – Appraisers inspect homes, 
analyze local housing markets and calculate 
values for every home in the county.

Early April – Homeowners receive notices 
informing them of their appraised home values, 
along with documents to file formal protests if 
desired.

April-May – Residents may file protests with 
the Appraisal Review Board.

June 1 – ARB stops accepting protest 
applications on this date or within 30 days after 
the appraisal is received; whichever is later.   

July 27 – The appraisal district releases data 
on the total property values for each area in the 
county.

August-September – Cities, school districts 
and other tax districts calculate their own tax 
rates and set their budgets based largely on the 
total property values in their areas.

Sept. 29 – 2009 tax rates are finalized. The county 
tax assessor-collector begins to prepare tax bills.

Oct. 1 –  
The assessor mails tax 
bills, which will be 
due by the following 
February.

Property appraisal  
and tax calendar

By Beth Wade
Whether residents are listen-

ing to the Williamson County 
Symphony Orchestra, reading 
a book by one of many local au-
thors, watching The Georgetown 
Palace Theatre’s performance of 
“Grease” or viewing Don Snell’s 
paintings in the local gallery, the 
arts in Georgetown are good for 
business. Not only do they help 
improve the quality of life in the 
city, they attract tourists who 
bring money to pump into the 
local economy.

A national Arts and Economic 
Prosperity III study from 2005 
found that an average of 39 per-
cent of arts and cultural event 
attendees come from outside of 

the community. The study, which 
focused on the nonprofit arts and 
culture industry in 156 commu-
nities and regions that represent 
all 50 states, showed that while 
local audiences spent an average 
of $19.53 per person per event, in 
addition to the cost of admission, 
those travelling from other areas 
spent an average of $40.19.

The City of Georgetown, through 
its own arts community, is hoping 
to capitalize on that principle.

“Georgetown, like many cities 
before it, is finding that having 
an interesting, multifaceted cul-
tural arts presence makes the city 
a more vibrant place for tourists,” 
Georgetown Arts and Culture 
Board Chair Ruth Roberts said, 
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“and gives people who live here 
more reason to stay here and not 
go into Austin because there is 
more to do here.”
Vision for the city

The arts and culture board is 

currently in the process of creat-
ing a vision statement that will be 
used to guide an arts master plan. 
While the board has not finalized 

Photo courtesy 
City of Georgetown

Photo courtesy 
Georgetown Health Foundation
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I wouldn’t insult the 
true professionals by refer-
ring to myself as a pho-
tographer, but I do enjoy 
taking pictures. I recently 

decided to upgrade cameras, and in the 
course of my online research, I found a 
camera review that, though probably not 
intended to be funny, certainly ended up 
that way. It read, “Unfortunately, only the 
design, features and picture quality make 
this camera stand out among its competi-
tors.” Where exactly did the manufacturer 
miss the boat? Maybe the reviewer didn’t 
like the box that it came in.

When you received Community Impact 
Newspaper this month, you probably no-
ticed that we have changed a few things on 
the front page. My hope is that after reading 
it all the way through, your conclusion is 
similar to that of the camera reviewer: only 
our design, features and picture quality have 
improved.

One feature that made a comeback is the 
Transportation Update. As the populations 
in our communities increases, transporta-
tion and traffic issues have a greater impact 
on our day-to-day activities. The long-await-
ed Williams Drive expansion comes not a 
day too soon for residents in Sun City.

Amidst all our growth and develop-
ment, issues such as the Williamson 
County landfill contract and the T. Don 
Hutto Residential Center continue to be 
hot topics. Some might view the debate 
over these issues as a sort of black eye for 
our area, but I am actually encouraged 
by the dialogue. While I may or may not 
agree with a particular stance on these 
two facilities, I am grateful that local resi-
dents care enough about our communities 
to stand up and voice their opinions.
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John Garrett grew up in the Austin area and 
since launching the first paper in Round Rock 
and Pflugerville in 2005, our mission has been to 
provide useful information to the communities 
we serve. Now distributing to more than 382,000 
homes and businesses in six markets, the papers’ 
commitment to local, unbiased reporting has 
become a recognized brand. At a time when print 
media are on the decline, Community Impact 
Newspaper has restructured an old product — 
the community newspaper — and turned it into 
an important tool by providing readers useful, 
informative news.
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Online at more.impactnews.com/2972The Gault Site
January 2009 issue

“The Gault site is incredible, and Collins and 
his crews have the opportunity to expand our 
understanding of Clovis. I co-led a field school 
at Gault in 2000; we excavated the most prolific 
Clovis deposits to date, and these Clovis deposits 
were lying directly on bedrock in one location 
and overlying sterile gravels in another. Alluvial 

deposits in which the Gault team is working 
underlay Clovis across the creek from where we 
excavated. The Gault team is yet to publish what 
they are defining as pre-Clovis, and I am as curious 
as anyone as to what constitutes the material 
assemblage.”

—  “HJS”
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Georgetown
1 New transit station

Construction of a new Capital Area Rural 
Transportation System transit station is 
underway at 3620 S. Austin Ave., just north 
of SE Inner Loop. The CARTS station, 
which is expected to be complete by fall 
2009, will serve as a stop for regional buses, 
freight vehicles and private carriers such as 
Greyhound. A new park-and-ride lot will 
also be available. Visit www.ridecarts.com. 

2 Awarding experience
GTX Awards and Engraving, offering 
personalized engraved items for sports 
teams and businesses, opened under 
its new name Jan. 1 at 1915 N. Austin 
Ave. Formerly Yours For Keeps, the 
store was purchased by Ty and Crystal 

Gipson, owners of Minuteman Press, 
and Georgetown Sporting Goods owners 
Brian and Cindy Burkhart. Call 868-5881 
or visit www.gtxawards.com.

3 Same digs, new treasures
The owners of His and Her Treasures, 112 
W. Eighth St., have added a walk-in cigar 
humidor to the shop’s selection of Mexican 
pottery, Willow Tree Angels and other 
custom-made crafts. Call 868-3288 or visit 
www.hisandhertreasuresgeorgetown.com.

4  Chantal’s is back
Chantal’s Bistro, 204 E. Eighth St., 
celebrated a grand re-opening Feb. 5. The 
restaurant is now open for dinner Thursday 
to Saturday 4:30 p.m. to closing and Sunday 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. for brunch. Call 535-6143 
or visit www.chantalsbistro.com.

5 Rest insured
The Square is now home to the new office 
of Nationwide Insurance/The Dollar 
Agency, which opened at 109 W. Seventh 
St. Jan. 12. The agency specializes in 
home, auto, life, boat and motorcycle 
insurance. Call 869-2211.

6 Georgetown sounds
Aspiring musicians have a new venue 
in which to sharpen their skills. 
Georgetown Music Studio opened Jan. 12 
and is now signing up students of all ages 
for lessons in piano, guitar, drums, violin, 
fiddle and accordion. The studio, 2544 
Shell Road, Ste. A, currently employs six 
instructors who teach private and group 
sessions. Call 868-2255 or visit 
www.georgetownmusicstudio.org.
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Robert Fite was named 
the new chief of the 
Georgetown Fire 
Department, filling the 
position vacated by former 
chief Anthony Lincoln who 
retired in May.

Georgetown Winery, 715 Main St.

Catalina Thurstin, DVM joined the staff of Hutto Veterinary 
Clinic to  help with spays, neuters and soft tissue surgeries.

8

9

Community Events    

February
20 |  Fountainwood Viewing Night
Fountainwood Observatory, Southwestern University, 
1001 E. University Ave., Georgetown • 8-11 p.m. • free 
863-1242 • www.southwestern.edu/offices/observatory 

21 |  Austin Civic Orchestra
Alma Thomas Theater, Southwestern University, 
1001 E. University Ave., Georgetown • 7:30-9:30 p.m. 
$10/general, $8/seniors and students, $3/12 and under 
863-1379  • www.southwestern.edu/sarofim

Paws for Mardi Gras 5K dog walk
Sponsored by the Georgetown Animal Shelter 
San Gabriel Park Gazebo, 445 E. Morrow St., Georgetown
10 a.m.-2 p.m. • $25/advance; $30/day of event
930-3592 • www.paws.georgetown.org

Community Chili Lunch
Benefiting Habitat for Humanity of Williamson County
Taylor Volunteer Fire Department Hall, 701 FM 397
11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. • $7 • 560-9802 • 922-2763

21-22 |  Williamson County Gemboree
39th annual Williamson County Gem and Mineral Society  show
Georgetown Community Center, 445 E. Morrow St. 
Feb. 21 10 a.m.-6 p.m., Feb. 22 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
$2/adults, $1/children ages 6-12, free/under 6 • 930-2768

24 |  Fat Tuesday Cards & Games Party Day
Presented by the San Gabriel Woman’s Club 
Georgetown Community Center, 445 E. Morrow St.
9:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. • $15/Games and lunch,
$10/Lunch only • 869-1246 

26 |  Author Elizabeth Crook
Georgetown Public Library, 402 W. Eighth St.
2-3:30 p.m. • $13/in advance; $15/at the door
635-3447 • www.library.georgetown.org

7th Annual Movie Night “True Grit”
Benefits the Williamson County Children’s Advocacy Center
City Lights Theatres, 420 Wolf Ranch Parkway, Georgetown
6 p.m. • $25 • 943-3701 • www.wilcocac.org

27 |  Hutto Chamber of Commerce Banquet
Austin Marriott North, 2600 La Frontera, Round Rock
6:30 p.m. • $45/Individuals • 759-4400 • www.hutto.org

March
12 |  6th Annual Taylor ISD Student Showcase
Taylor High School, 3101 N. Main St.
6-8 p.m. • Free • 365-1391 • www.taylorisd.org

13-14 |  “How the West Was Warm” 
Georgetown Quilt & Stitchery Show 
Sponsored by Handcrafts Unlimited 
Georgetown Community Center, 445 E. Morrow St. 
March 13, 10 a.m.-8 p.m.; March 14, 10 a.m. -5 p.m. 
$5/adults; free/18 and under 
www.georgetownquiltshow.com

14 |  10th Annual Georgetown Home & Garden Show
Show Barn, 425 E. Morrow St., Georgetown • 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 
free •  863-2567 • bstanley@firsttexasbank.com

Sponsored by

2000 Scenic Drive, Georgetown

Cardiovascular Disease Prevention
Feb. 17  
High Blood Pressure/High Cholesterol 
Awareness Seminar
March 17, 6-7 p.m. 
St. David’s Georgetown Hospital
Call 478-3627 or 888-868-2104 to register.

7 Start the presses
Work was completed in January on an 
expansion project at Minuteman Press, 
1011 Leander Road. Incorporating the space 
formerly occupied by Budget Optical, 
the new floor plan allows the business to 
include large-format sign making. Call 931-
2211 or visit www.mmptx.com.

8 Through the grapevine
Georgetown Winery, formerly known 
as D’Vine Wine of Georgetown, will 
relocate to 715 Main St. in February. In 
addition to selling locally made wine and 
gifts, the business also hosts winemaking 
classes and private events. Call 869-8600 
or visit www.georgetownwinery.com.

Spur of the moment
After the City of Georgetown took over 
maintenance of Austin Avenue/Business 
35 from Leander Road to Williams Drive, 
the Texas Department of Transportation 
renamed its portions of the road. The 
section from SE Inner Loop north to 
Leander Road became Spur 26, and from 
Williams Drive north to NE Inner Loop 
became Spur 158.

Downtown Wi-Fi
Visitors to the Square will be able to access 
the internet wirelessly with the launch 
of a free city network unveiled Feb. 10. In 
development since the summer, the Wi-Fi 
system covers the Square with signals 
from four access points. Laptop owners 
who connect to the network will be 
automatically redirected to a website with 
log-on instructions. Call 930-3652 or visit 
www.georgetown.org.

Fite fire with fire
Robert Fite has been selected to serve 
as the new chief of the Georgetown 
Fire Department. Fite last worked as a 
battalion chief in Richardson, Texas. He 
fills the position vacated when former 
chief Anthony Lincoln retired in May. For 
more information, call 930-3723 or visit 
www.georgetown.org/departments/fire.

Georgetown Chamber awards
The Georgetown Chamber of Commerce 
held its annual awards banquet Jan. 30 
at the Sun City Ballroom. Southwestern 
University President Jake Schrum was 
named Citizen of the Year. Other winners 
included Gary R. Brown and Tom Catlin, 
Ambassadors of the Year; Ty Gipson, 
Chamber Volunteer of the Year; Duke’s 
Smokehouse, Small Business of the Year; 
Mel’s Lone Star Lanes, Large Employer 
of the Year; Dr. Douglas Benold, Martha 
Diaz Hurtado Award; Chisholm Trail 
Communities Foundation, Jesse “Buz” 
Sawyer Award; and Tim Harris, Owen 
W. Sherrill Lifetime Award. Cornerstone 
Award winners were Virginia Lazenby, 
John Bradley, Mark Thomas and Texas 
Dental Association Smiles Foundation. 
Call at 930-3535 or visit 
www.georgetownchamber.org.

Iron man
Georgetown craftsman Paul Konovodoff 
began seeking clients in January for his 
new business, Iron Interiors. Products 
include wine doors, metal wall art, 
handrails and other custom pieces, all of 
which can be selected from Konovodoff’s 
catalog during home appointments. Call 
639-0272 or visit www.ironinteriors.com.

Hutto
9 New vet in town

The Hutto Veterinary Clinic, 665 Front 
St., hired a new part-time veterinarian, 
Dr. Catalina Thurstin, in January. 
Thurstin will be at the clinic Monday-
Wednesday. Formerly with the Houston 
SPCA, Thurstin was featured as a 
veterinarian spokesperson on the Animal 
Planet series “Animal Cops: Houston.” Call 
759-1048 or visit www.huttovetclinic.com.

10 Pearly whites
Dr. Chad Brown opened Advanced Dental 
Care of Hutto, 321 Ed Schmidt Blvd., Ste. 
300, Dec. 8. The general dentistry practice 
also specializes Invisalign. Call 846-2011 or 
visit www.adchutto.com.

11 Old stuff, new home
Texas iron décor and antiques gift shop, 
Deba-Re’s Antiques, Collectibles and Iron 
Decor, moved from 312 Farley St. to 205 
Taylor St. in January. Call 846-2661 or visit 
www.debagiftshop.com.

Taylor
12 How Swede it is
A traveling Williamson Museum exhibit 
arrived at the Taylor Public Library, 801 
Vance St., in January, showcasing the 
history of the Swedish immigrants who 
settled in Central Texas in the 19th and 
early 20th centuries. Schools, businesses 
and nonprofit organizations can arrange to 
borrow parts of the exhibit. Call 943-1670 
or visit www.williamsonmuseum.org.

13 Auto shop
Automotive technician John Boyar 
celebrated the opening of Boyar 
Automotive, 4408 N. Main St., with 
a ribbon cutting in January. The shop 
specializes in import and domestic car 
repair. Call 352-1800 or visit  
www.boyarautomotive.com.

14 AAA Storage
Nationwide chain AAA Storage 
purchased Best Storage, 3706 N. Main 
St., in September. The company is adding 
two new climate-controlled buildings and 
an onsite management residence that are 
expected to be complete by summer. Call 
352-5588 or visit www.aaa-storage.com.

15 Dialysis clinic
Taylor Dialysis, a dialysis clinic 
providing treatment for individuals with 
chronic kidney failure, is expected to 
open in mid-March. The facility, located 

at 3100 W. Second St., will be a Davita 
dialysis facility. Call 231-8858 or visit 
www.davita.com.

16 Bank closing
After taking over Franklin Bank Nov. 7,
Prosperity Bank has closed several 
locations, including the Taylor branch, 3705 
N. Main St., Ste. 100. Customer accounts 
were moved to the Elgin branch or routed to 
other locations upon request. Call 285-3311 
or visit www.bankfranklin.com.

Management search
Taylor City Council and the search firm 
of Johnson & Associates have named 
three finalists for city manager: Interim 
City Manager Jim Dunaway, Lorena 
City Manager John Moran and Burnet 
Assistant City Manager David Vaughn. The 
candidates will be interviewed Feb. 19 and 
20 in Taylor. Call 352-3676 or visit 
www.ci.taylor.tx.us.

Chamber awards
The Taylor Chamber of Commerce 
presented awards to area businesses and 
citizens at its annual chamber banquet 
Jan. 22. Leslie Hill was named Citizen of 
the Year. Other winners included Claire 
Maxwell, Woman of the Year; Connie 
Zycha, Ambassador of the Year; Lonnie 
Zycha, Chairman’s Award; Deborah Park 
with Citizen’s National Bank, Customer 
Service of the Year; and Taylor Sporting 
Goods, Business of the Year.

News or questions about Georgetown, Hutto or Taylor? 
E-mail ghtnews@impactnews.com.

Calendar events for print must be submitted by the 22nd 
of the month. Submit events and find our Central Texas 
calendar online at www.impactnews.com/calendar.

Photo courtesy 
City of Georgetown
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By Rob Heidrick
Jay Gantt made his way through the cav-

ernous, 40,000 sq. ft. hangar at Georgetown 
Municipal Airport, navigating around the 
white shells of aircraft lined up alongside a 
set of sliding doors. Pausing for a moment 
to examine the inventory, the president of 
Gantt Aviation leaned halfway over the 
extended stairwell of a 2005 Citation XLS 
and poked his head into the cabin.

John Gantt, Jay’s father and founder of 
Gantt Aviation, began selling airplanes 
when he was 22 and has flown them since 
he was in high school. At 17 he bought 

his first plane, a $300 Piper J-3 Cub, and 
used it for crop dusting after five hours of 
instruction. He founded the company in 
1971, operating out of a smaller hangar a 
few hundred yards closer to the airport’s 
main terminal. Today the company sells 
airplanes worth up to $15 million.

The Gantts acquire aircraft from all over 
the world, brokering deals for clients from 
Western Europe to South Africa. Jay and 
his team rely heavily on market research, 
keeping a close watch on aircraft prices and 
availability.

“We’re not a lot different from the way 

President Jay Gantt and consultant Kent Rose

Business Profile    Gantt Aviation  Georgetown

real estate works,” Jay said. “We look at 
what’s on the market, what’s being sold, 
what the prices are, what they’re selling for.”

One major difference between selling 
aircraft and houses, Jay said, is the avia-
tion industry’s lack of publicly available 
price listings. Instead, aircraft dealers 
must rely on personal connections and a 
network of trusted partners.

“People who have known us in the busi-
ness for 30 some-odd years will call us for 
advice on our knowledge of what planes 
have sold for, and we’ll do the same,” he 
said. “But it’s usually within a small com-
munity of aircraft dealers and brokers that 
we talk to, no more than 30 or 40 worldwide 
that share information with us.”

Gantt Aviation typically sells more than 
30 planes each year, but the economy has 
taken its toll on the industry. Jay estimates 
that aircraft prices have dropped about 25 
to 30 percent worldwide since September, 
and because of the declining American 
dollar, a large portion of sales have shifted 
to Europe. 

Still, Jay has reason to be optimistic: 
His business is largely sustained by repeat 
customers, which helps ensure a relatively 
steady client pool. He also sees promise 
in a growing local demand for dedicated 
aircraft maintenance centers.

“The Austin area in general is in much 
more need of aviation than it has been in 

the past,” he said, adding that the compa-
ny could soon expand its focus on servic-
ing and managing locally owned aircraft. 
Currently, the company works primarily 
with its own equipment and that of clients 
at the national and international level.

By broadening the company’s appeal 
to Central Texas aviation aficionados, Jay 
hopes to attract an under-served regional 
customer base.

N

Stearman Dr.

Terminal Dr.

Aviation Dr. Airport Rd.Corsair D
r.

Gantt Aviation at a glance
Founded: 1971

Employees: 11 full time, 2 part time

Aircraft in inventory: 6

Aircraft currently brokering: 10

Specialties: Jets (Cessna Citation series), Turbo 
Props (Beechcraft King Air)

Price range: $750,000-$15 million

Services: Acquisition, brokering, marketing, 
aircraft maintenance, aircraft management

Gantt Aviation
221 Stearman Drive 
863-5537 • www.ganttaviation.com

Growing Healthy Families for over 60 years.

I-35
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By Beth Wade
Judy Gibney’s days are filled from sunrise 

to sunset with horses. From mucking stalls 
and training to grooming and riding les-
sons, there is no place she would rather be.

Gibney and her husband, Joe, purchased 
the 120-acre piece of land on CR 138 in 
1995. The couple had been living in a 
nearby neighborhood, and Gibney had of-
ten dreamt of owning the property. Having 
grown up around her grandfather’s horses 
in St. Louis, she had ambitions of owning 
her own. 

Once the couple purchased the prop-
erty, the Gibneys went to work building 
the County Line Equestrian Center piece 
by piece. 

“There was really nothing [on the land 
when we bought it],” she said. “An old 
rancher had it and there were cows and 
barbed wire everywhere. It was just a mess. 
Our first line of duty was to pull all the 
mess down and make it safe for horses.”

The center opened in 1996 with a focus 
on dressage training, a training technique 
that teaches the horse to be obedient to 
the rider with the lightest body signals 
while remaining balanced and energetic, 
Gibney said.  

She incorporates dressage techniques in 
all aspects of riding and teaches English 
and Western riding. 

“Dressage horses go to the Olympics, but 
the term works for Western horses as well 
as it does English horses because it is just 
simply moving your horse and training it 
to move when your leg asks him to move a 
certain part of the body,” she said. 

Gibney began the school with group 
training, but found her students got more 
from one-on-one lessons. 

“I found that I wasn’t able to really teach 
the foundation of what I wanted to teach 
when there were five or six kids and they 
were [at different levels],” Gibney said.

Now, she offers private riding lessons for 
$50 an hour to people ages 8 to adult. 

Before stepping foot in a stirrup, each 
student learns basic safety rules and horse 

Judy Gibney, owner of County Line Equestrian Center, and horse Finn

Business Profile    County Line Equestrian Center  Hutto

Due yesterday

New office space delayed 

Filing cabinet didn’t arrive 

Contract needs signature

Contact us to learn more about how we can  
tailor the right phone solution for your business.

In business, you never know what might happen next. But there 

is one thing you can count on — phone service from Time Warner 

Cable Business Class. When you choose Time Warner Cable Business 

Class Phone, you get reliable phone service that runs on our own network, 

backed by our state-of-the-art infrastructure. You can choose from a variety 

of calling plans including the important features you need. And, one of our 

local, dedicated representatives can visit your office and tailor a phone 

solution that is right for your business. Plus, with this offer, you can simplify 

your communications with one bill from the same trusted provider. 1-866-TWC-4BIZ
www.twcbc.com/tx

*O� er applies for new Business Class customers who subscribe to a minimum 3-year term agreement. Savings of 42% is based on the Time Warner Cable Business Class 3-year Texas bundled pricing (15 x 2 data 
service and 3 lines of Business Class Phone) versus the TWCBC standard month-to-month pricing for the same levels of service. Savings amount varies for other bundled packages. Excludes applicable taxes and 
fees, installation charges, and construction costs. Early termination fee may apply. O� er not transferable and may not be combined with any other o� er. Business Class Phone does not include back-up power 
and should there be a power outage, Business Class Phone, including the ability to access 911 services, may not be available. Additional charges apply for taxes, fees, Directory Assistance, Operator Services 
and calls to International locations. O� er ends 03/31/09. After promotional period regular monthly rates in e� ect at that time will apply. Products and services not available in all areas. Some restrictions apply. 
©2009 Time Warner Cable. All rights reserved.

If there’s one thing you can rely 
on, it’s the right phone service.

Internet. Phone. Cable TV.

Sign up for a Time Warner Cable 
Business Class Bundle today and

Save up to 42% 
o�  our standard rates!*

N

CR 138

care, including how to groom and saddle 
a horse. Each student receives a folder that 
contains the information he or she will 
learn with a glossary of terms and infor-
mation about dressage training.

Gibney’s passion for horses is something 
she hopes to share with all of her students. 
Beyond learning basic horsemanship, stu-
dents walk away with an understanding of 
horse anatomy, grooming, nutrition, tack 
and equipment, horse safety and riding. 

“Step by step there is a graphic, some-
thing written and the practice,” Gibney 
said. “If a person is having problems [with 
balancing on the horse properly], we don’t 
go on to the next step until we take care of 
it, because this is the most important part.”

An avid horseback rider for most of her 
life, Gibney is a member of several pro-
fessional horse associations. Most of her 
training comes from work with other horse 
trainers and years of personal experience. 

Along with riding lessons, Gibney of-
fers boarding. In the spring she hopes to 
add team cattle sorting and a versatility 
riding course. 

County Line Equestrian Center
1001 CR 138
252-0931 • countylineequis@yahoo.com

New facility
Owners Joe and Judy Gibney recently moved 
a farmhouse from a neighboring property to 
provide additional space for the classes and 
seminars. The new building will also provide:

bath/changing rooms•	
lounge•	
kitchen space•	

Judy said she hopes to have the building 
renovated and ready for use this summer.

130

79
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Business Profile    Kolache Shoppe  Taylor

Kolache Shoppe favorites

Kolache Shoppe
919 W. Fourth St. 
352-5364

Owner Irene Bucanek is third generation Czech-Amreican.

By Rob Heidrick
Danish-like in appearance but softer 

and richer in flavor, the kolache is a sig-
nature Czech delicacy tracing back to the 
Central Texas immigration wave of the 
mid-1800s. One hundred and fifty years 
later, the buttery, golden-brown pastries 
have made their way to bakeries through-
out the state, from heralded kolache 
towns such as Caldwell and West to the 
display case of a purple bakery in Taylor.

Kolache Shoppe stands out among the 
row of houses surrounding it on West 

Fourth Street, its plum-colored walls re-
sembling the pastry’s fruit filling. Inside, 
the walls are covered from floor to ceiling 
in Elvis memorabilia: posters, framed 
paintings and a wall clock that marks the 
hour with a few bars from “Hound Dog.”  

And then there are the trophies: large 
golden cups, a pile of blue and red ribbons 
and an assortment of miniature rolling 
pins honoring the career of a kolache-
baking champion. The display sends 
a message that the serious business at 
Kolache Shoppe happens in the kitchen, 

Kolaches (apple, apricot, cherry, cottage cheese, •	
cream cheese, peach, pineapple, poppy seed, 
prune), $10/dozen, $0.85 each
Ginger Boy cookies, $1.50 each •	
Sweet rolls, $12/dozen•	
Donuts, $7.80/dozen•	
Coffee cake, $12•	
Apple strudel, $12•	
Bundt cake, $12•	
Cookies, $5/dozen•	

W. Second St.

W. Fourth St.

H
ow

ard St.

Shaw
 St.

where owner Irene Bucanek has been bak-
ing since 4 a.m.

Bucanek has worked at the bakery for 
32 years and owned it for 15. She and 
her daughters, Debbie and Cheryl, bake 
pastries, cakes and cookies from scratch, 
guided by a list of recipes passed down from 
the family that originally opened the bakery 
90 years ago. The kolache recipe, however, 
is not on the list. It dates back to Bucanek’s 
childhood on a farm in Beyersville, Texas. 

“Mama always made kolaches, and I 
always watched her,” Bucanek said. “But I 
didn’t have any clue that one day I would 
have a bakery and that I would be well-
known for kolaches.”

Word of mouth has been good for 
Kolache Shoppe. A steady stream of regu-
lar customers keeps Bucanek busy. The 
kolaches have even earned the approval of 
customers visiting from the Czech Republic.

“This is an established place,” Bucanek 
said. “I’m pretty well-known in this town.”

Bucanek’s kolaches have fared well 
outside of town as well. She is a perennial 
favorite at Texas’ major kolache-baking 
contests, including the Kolache Festival 
in Caldwell, where she has won three 
grand championships, and Westfest in 
West, where she has won two. If it weren’t 
for a rule in Caldwell that bars winners 
from entering again the following year, 
Bucanek is confident she would have a few 

more trophies for her case.
“I compete against the big bakeries,” 

Bucanek said. “And I usually always win.”
 Bucanek said she hopes new businesses 

will help restore Main Street’s once-bustling 
commercial district. In the mean time, she 
will be in the kitchen of the only bakery in 
town, working alongside her two daughters 
and waiting for the next early-morning 
orders to come in. 

N



impactnews.com   February  2009  |  9  

ARC_G-Tay-Hu_CommImpact_InvestIns_Feb2009_01292009_7595036Outlines.indd   1 1/29/2009   2:04:46 PM

      ...ON THE RANGE

A L E X A N  S TA R  R A N C H
NEW LUXURY COMMUNITY LOCATED IN HUTTO    

Minutes from Round Rock on the exclusive Star Ranch golf club.

150 Klattenho�  Lane      Hutto, Texas 78634 
512-215-9173 phone      512-215-9194 fax      www.alexanstarranch.com

Now Leasing 1,2 & 3 bedrooms!  Please call to schedule your appointment today!

NOW OPEN!

Member National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys

Charles E. Lance
Attorney at Law

3613 Williams Drive, Suite 701, Georgetown

(512) 868-2224
www.lancelaw.elderlawanswers.com

Call for FREE Nursing Home & Assisted Living Guide
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Neighborhood Dining    Mario’s Mexican Restaurant  Hutto

By Kara Vaught 
When Hutto farmers see a light on 

in Mario’s Mexican Restaurant at 5:30 
a.m., Mario Perez opens the door and 
puts on a pot of coffee for them until 
breakfast is ready.

After more than 20 years working for 
IBM as a senior strategist, Perez retired 
and decided to start a second career, 
opening Mario’s in September 2004.

Perez, who is also president of the 

Hutto Economic Development Corpora-
tion board of directors, said the restau-
rant business is probably more stressful 
than his former profession, but more 
pleasurable.

“It’s all about people — meeting people 
and seeing them satisfied with the prod-
uct you put out,” he said. “We make them 
feel like they’re at home.”

Mario’s is not formal or stiff. Patrons 
are greeted — many by their first name — 

at the door and invited to make themselves 
at home. Perez said he fashioned Mario’s 
after the kind of restaurant he sought out 
while traveling for IBM. 

“You want to go somewhere where you 
really feel like somebody when you first 
walk in.”

Items on the menu are prepared accord-
ing to several generations of family recipes. 
Perez’s favorite dish is the chili rellenos 
($8.75, dinner plate).

After Mario’s first opened, two men 
came three nights in a row and ordered 
the dish. Finally, they told Perez they were 
chefs trained at the Culinary Institute of 
America, and they were trying to figure 
out what was in the chili rellenos’ ran-
chero sauce.

“It’s just a good family recipe,” Perez 
said. “They said, ‘It is the best we have 
tasted, and we’ve been all over the world.’ 
I’m pretty proud of that.”

A bowl of chili con queso ($4.95, large 
with meat) is a good addition to the 
complimentary chips and salsa. Finely 
ground, savory meat tops the smooth 
cheese — no pre-made, fast food queso 
could top this homemade appetizer. 

The puffy taco plate ($8.25) comes with 
rice, beans and two disc-shaped, fluffy 
fried taco shells piled with chicken or 
beef, lettuce, tomato and cheese. A messy 
prospect, but delicious. 

A carne guisada lunch special ($5.50) 
features melt-in-your-mouth chunks of 
meat in gravy. Though it’s a lunch portion, 
do not expect to clean your plate, which 
includes a small salad, rice and beans.

The tres leches cake ($3.50 per piece) is 
a rich, sinful delight: moist and creamy. 
In contrast, the sopapillas ($3.99 for four) 
are air-filled, crispy squares infused with 
cinnamon and sugar made just the right 
size for dipping in the side of honey. 

Perez has plans to expand Mario’s by 
adding a pavilion with outdoor seating 
and live music.

“Hopefully that will be this year,” he 
said. “Even with this economy, I’m still 
positive, optimistic. This area is fantastic. 
It would be great if we could bring a little 
bit of Austin music to Hutto.”

Mario’s Mexican Restaurant
209 East St. 
846-1778
Thu.-Fri. 7 a.m.-9 p.m.,  
Sat.-Wed. 7 a.m.-3 p.m.

Pecan St.

M
ain St.

East St. N

Owner Mario Perez

FEEL GOOD™™™ 900 N. Austin Ave. Ste. 410
Next to Starbucks & Chipotle

863-7707

this is getting juicy

Williams Drive

Austin Avenue

C
hip
otl
e

I-35

Pearl

950 West University Ave
Building 1, Suite 104
Georgetown, TX 78626

(512) 869-8500
(512) 869-5052

www.pearlfamilypractice.com

• Now accepting patients 2 years and above • All insurances accepted
• Same day/Walk-in appointments available • Minor emergency care provided

Dr. Raju Kurunthottical would like to remind you that February is 
Heart Healthy Month, please call to schedule your appointment.

Dr. Raju Kurunthottical, also known as (Dr. K.)
Board Certi� ed Family Practice Physician

79
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Vivek Mahendru, M.D.
Medical Director

Hui Kang, M.D.
Fellowship Trained Pain Management

Austin • Bastrop • Georgetown 

www.centraltexaspaininstitute.com Ph: (512) 485-7200  •  Fax: 512-485-7220

Pain Management Services • Interventional Pain & Spine Care • Behavioral Health Services

Do you have any gastrointestinal 
or liver related problems?
Board Certi� ed  Physicians in gastroenterology, 
serving the community in Round Rock & 
Georgetown area for last several years. We have 
opened new o�  ces at Georgetown and Cedar park. 
We o� er state of the art care that includes:

• Evaluation & treatment of Hepatitis B & Hepatitis C
• Management of acid refl ux disease & Barrett’s esophagus
• Colorectal cancer screening examinations
• Evaluation & treatment of gallbladder & pancreas related diseases

512-341-0900
www.gi-associates.net

Mubashar Munir, M.D Junaid Siddiqui, M.D

Round Rock O�  ce: 2300 Round Rock Ave #201 Round Rock, TX 78681
Georgetown O�  ce: 3008 Dawn Ave. #201, Georgetown, TX 78628
Cedar park O�  ce: 801 E-Whitestone #201 Cedar park, TX 78613

www.firsttexas-gtwn.com

900 S. Austin Ave.
863-2567

5321 Williams Dr.
869-8910

721 Hwy. 183
778-5757

480 Del Webb Blvd.
864-0379

First Texas Bank - get the attention you deserve.

O
f c

ou
rs

e 
w

e 
of

fe
r.

..

Just ask Mark Nutting of the Georgetown Sears store,
located at 908-C N. Austin Avenue, Georgetown, Texas

In addition, we add valueadd valueadd valueadd valueadd value by assessing
your needs and providing you with the

most competitive fee schedule available.

... Business Checking.

Westinghouse Road

C
ty

. R
d

. 1
16

I-
35

Exit
257

Round Rock
Premium
Outlets

c e l e b r a t i o n c h u r c h t x . c o m

Elementary MinistryBirth to Pre-School

Don’t Forget To Check Out Our Children’s & 
Youth Ministries

Don’t Forget To Check Out Our Children’s & 
Youth Ministries

Join us for VIVA, the next refeshed event 
on Feb 16th from 7-9:30pm.

Visit celebrationchurchtx.com for more 
details and to register.

Join us for VIVA, the next refeshed event 
on Feb 16th from 7-9:30pm.

Visit celebrationchurchtx.com for more 
details and to register.
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Transportation Update    Williams Drive and Westinghouse Road Georgetown By Beth Wade

A ground breaking for Williams Drive/
RM 2338 will be held Feb. 19 at 10 a.m. 
Construction will widen the road from 
two to four lanes with a center turn lane 
from D.B. Wood Road to FM 3405.  

The approximately $17 million project 
will be completed through an interlocal 

agreement between the City of Georgetown 
and Williamson County. In June, the Capi-
tal Area Metropolitan Planning Organiza-
tion awarded $8.8 million to the project. 
The county will pay for the project with 65 
percent of costs reimbursed to the county 
from the city over a three year period.

The first phase of construction  — util-
ity relocation — has begun. The road will 
remain open to traffic during construc-
tion, which is expected to be completed in 
July 2010.

The second phase from FM 3405 to 
Ronald Reagan Boulevard is expected to 
begin in the fourth quarter of 2009 and be 
complete in 2011.
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Williamson County began construction 
on improvements to Westinghouse Road/
CR 111 in June. The project includes  
the expansion of the two-lane roadway 
into a divided/undivided roadway along 
approximately 2 miles beginning at Hewl-
ett Loop and ending just before FM 1460.

The newly expanded roadway will be 
two lanes with a center two-way turn lane 
on the west end and a four-lane divided 
roadway on the east end with curb and 
gutters and a storm sewer system.

The $5.86 million project is being con-
structed by J.C. Evans and is expected to 
be completed June 2010. 

Teravista Club Dr.

Western Lake D
r.

1460

Westinghouse Rd.

Hewlett Lp.

CR 116

Clearview  Rd.

Park Central Blvd.

St. John’s 

Cemetery

N

N

Map not to scale

Map not to scale
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City and County Notes    Recent news

Proposed landfill contract approved
County commissioners approved a proposed 
contract to send to Waste Management Feb. 3.

If approved by Waste Management the •	
contract will be returned to the court for 
final approval. 

Differences between the 2003 and proposed 
contracts include:

restricting the origin of waste based on •	
quantity limits to waste generated within 
Williamson, Travis, Bell, Milam, Burnet, 
Bastrop and Lee counties,

a contract lasting the lifetime of the landfill •	
to a 40-year contract or the life of the 
landfill — whichever is shorter

and a portion of the revenue the county •	
receives to be used to benefit the City of 
Hutto and the Hutto school district.

See the proposed contract at  
www.wilco.org.

Transit pilot take two
Council approved the $45,000 second phase •	
of the Capital Area Rural Transportation 
System pilot program Jan. 27.

Transit/fixed route working group, with city •	
planners and CARTS staff, will determine 
the new southeast route.

City•	  planner Ed Polasek said the southeast 
route could provide transportation to the 
Georgetown Boys and Girls Club, the Caring 
Place and St. David’s Georgetown Hospital.

Phase two could begin by the end of March.•	

Call 930-2544 or visit www.georgetown.org.

Security refund
As of Feb. 5, utility bill refunds are available 
to residents with good credit. 

Security deposits ranging from $50 to $150 •	
can be refunded to current residents with 12 
months of good credit history with the city.

Deposits for new residents setting up utility •	
service are waived by presenting a letter 
from a previous utility company showing 
no late payments or insufficient checks for a 
12-month period.

Safe routes to school
Council approved the $750,000 Safe Routes 
to Schools sidewalk project Jan. 8.

The project is funded by a federal initiative •	
called the Safe Routes to School program. 

Construction is to begin within the next few •	
months and be complete in early 2010.

Sidewalks will be between Taylor Middle and •	
Pasemann Elementary schools along T.H. 
Johnson Drive, Hwy. 397, Pinehurst Drive and 
Sherry Drive and along Mallard Lane from 
Pasemann to T.H. Johnson Elementary and 
Taylor High schools

Park improvements
The council designated $82,000 from a 
2006 settlement with TXU to be used for 
improvements at East Williamson County 
Regional Park. 

Improvements include: 

new shade structures, •	

concession stand equipment•	

and other uses that can be decided later.•	

Officials will break ground on the project 
Feb. 16 at 1 p.m.

Capital Area Rural Transportation System bus

Williamson County Landfill

Williamson County Georgetown Hutto

Taylor

Taylor City Council
Meets the second Thursday and fourth Tuesday 
of each month at 6 p.m. 
Council Chambers, 400 Porter St.
352-3676	•	www.ci.taylor.tx.us

Georgetown City Council
Meets the second and fourth Tuesday of each 
month at 6 p.m.
Council Chambers, 101 E. Seventh St.
930-3651	•	www.georgetown.org
City council meetings are recorded and broadcast 
on Channel 10 at 7 p.m. on Wednesday, Friday 
and Sunday following each meeting.

Williamson County Commissioners Court 
Meets every Tuesday at 9:30 a.m. 
Williamson County Courthouse, 710 S. Main St., 
Georgetown	•	943-1550	•	www.wilco.org

Hutto City Council
Meets the first and third Thursday of each 
month at 7 p.m.
City council chambers, 401 W. Front St.
759-4033	•	www.huttotx.gov
A member of the council meets with citizens each 
Saturday from 9 to 11 a.m. in council chambers to 
discuss issues and citizen concerns.

M
ain St.

397

East Williamson 
County Regional Park
located next to the 
rodeo events arena, 
210 Carlos Parker Blvd.N

The city will process refunds and apply •	
credit to future bills. 

Call 759-4055 or visit www.huttotx.gov.

Compiled by Beth Wade

BUY10 
CUPCAKES

receiv
e the 11th and 12th FREE

BUY 5 
CUPCAKES

receiv
e the 6th FREE

Chocolate 
Dipped 

Strawberries!
Now Making Cheesecake

Convenient healthcare in Taylor at

Dr. T.J. Bulgerin

(512) 846-2468

Hutto Dental

115 East St., ste. B
Hutto, TX 78634
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At the Capitol    Local representatives speak out on tight budget

“Does it affect what I wanted to work on and what issues I 
wanted to address? It certainly does. I don’t think anybody 
can say it doesn’t affect them in some form or another. I 
worked on an interim study on natural resources, on water 
funding, to make sure we have enough water in the future. 
That will certainly be affected by a budget crunch.”

“My legislative priorities have not changed in light of the 
recent news out of the Texas Comptroller’s office of the 
state’s expected drop in revenue. I ran my campaign on 
a legislative platform that included strengthening our 
public and higher education programs, protecting our 
homeowners and improving our state’s transportation 
systems. It is my job, along with my colleagues in the 
legislature, to provide Texans with the services and 
programs they need in a fiscally responsible manner, and 
that is what I intend to work toward.”

Diana Maldonado, D-Round Rock
463-0670
www.house.state.tx.us/
members/dist52/maldonado.php

House Speaker 
Joe Straus 

R-San Antonio
 

463-3000
www.house.state.tx.us/speaker

Dan Gattis, R-Georgetown
463-0309
www.house.state.tx.us/
members/dist20/gattis.php

State budget revenue estimates fall 10.5 percent New House Speaker

Important dates

By Patrick Brendel 
Texas’ general revenue funds for the 

2010-2011 biennium are 10.5 percent 
lower than for 2008-2009, Comptroller 
Susan Combs reported in January. That 
is a $9.1 billion decline, from  
$86.2 billion to $77.1 billion.

As main reasons for the shortfall, 
Combs cited $3 billion reserved for 
property tax relief and projected de-
clines in 2010-2011 tax revenues.

The state’s Rainy Day Fund is fore-
cast to contain $6.7 billion at the end 
of 2009, Combs said. In mid-January, 
House and Senate lawmakers filed 
budgets that would draw from that 
emergency reserve.

The House Budget would take  
$3.3 billion, and the Senate Budget 
would require $3.7 billion in Rainy Day 
funds. However, $1.4 billion from the 
Permanent School Fund might also 
become available for spending.

Georgetown, Hutto and Taylor’s 
state representatives said the following 
about the comptroller’s report:

March 13	•	60th	day,	deadline	to	file	major	bills	without	suspending	rules
June 1	•	“Sine	Die,”	the	last	day	of	the	81st	Regular	session

June 21	•	The	last	day	for	Gov.	Rick	Perry	to	sign	or	veto	bills
Aug. 31	•	Date	that	bills	without	specific	effective	dates	become	law

The sudden rise of state Rep. Joe 
Straus, R-San Antonio, to House 
Speaker in just his third Legislative 
Session surprised most political 
observers. Displacing state Rep. 
Tom Craddick, R-Midland, Straus has 
promised renewed bipartisanship 
and civility in the House Chamber.

“I think he’s got the right 
temperament and disposition for 
the job,” state Rep. Mark Strama, 
D-Austin, said.

Responsible for forming House 
Committees, the Speaker is 
regarded as one of the three most 
powerful leadership positions in 
state government, along with the 
Governor and Lt. Governor.

Straus represents House District 121, 
including northeast San Antonio and 
its affluent suburbs.

“I’m really excited about the potential 
here. I think he will allow us to work 
together as a House,” state Rep. 
Donna Howard, D-Austin, said.
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3981 Highway 29 West, Georgetown 
512-864-9668  |  www.ZOOTPETS.com

◆ Full Service Veterinary Care

◆ All Suite Boarding, Cage-Free

◆ Professional Grooming Salon

◆ Dog Day Care and Training

Learn more about our services and staff at ZOOTPETS.com

Just 3.5 miles west of Wolf Ranch Town Center

Meet Dr. Wayne Zeh, Veterinarian
Dr. Zeh has been a practicing veterinarian in  
Central Texas for 15 years. He earned his Doctor 
of Veterinary Medicine degree in 1993 from 
Texas A M University. In addition to canine 
and feline pets, Dr. Zeh has extensive experience 
in exotic pet care.

Dr. Zeh and his business partner 
Jim Root opened Zoot Pets 
together in July 2008.

At home, Dr. Zeh has a border 
collie named Sugar and two 
dachshunds, Hemi and Millie.

I-35 N

N

Hwy 29

Georgetown

Wolf 
Ranch 
Town 
Center

D B Wood Rd.

Veterinary Services 
open Saturdays 

starting March 7

Source: Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts
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FRED MOLLICA HAS MANAGED 
EMERGENCY ROOMS THAT 

SEE MORE THAN 
80,000 PATIENTS A YEAR.

BUT HE’LL STILL TREAT YOU 
LIKE YOU’RE THE ONLY ONE.

GUIDED BY EXPERIENCE

2 0 1  S e t o n  P a r k w a y,  r ou n d  r o c k,  t X   7 8 6 6 5     51 2 - 3 2 4 - 4 0 0 0     S e t o n .n e t / w i l l i a m S o n

Fred Mollica, RN, MBA, Clinical Manager of Emergency Services

Fred Mollica has handled every kind of emergency imaginable. But no matter 

how many patients he may see in the ER, he knows the importance of making 

sure each person is cared for as an individual. That’s why, at Seton Medical Center 

Williamson, he makes sure that each patient is moved into a private exam room 

and treated by a team of caregivers as quickly as possible. It’s all part of Seton’s 

philosophy of caring for the whole person: body, mind and spirit. 

SWL-064-Mollica-commimpact_fullrevised.indd   1 1/19/09   12:52:50 PM
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By Susan Komandosky
Dr. James Dickey of Taylor was a pio-

neer in many ways, not the least of which 
was that he was the first black man to be 
honored as Taylor’s Outstanding Citizen. 
When this occurred, during a time of ra-
cial segregation in the South, it was written 
about in Time Magazine’s Feb. 9, 1953, issue 
and in The Saturday Evening Post Oct. 24, 
1953, edition.

Time Magazine reported the selection of 
Dr. Dickey as follows: “To their guest’s great 
surprise, civic leaders of Taylor (pop. 9,000) 

in central Texas’ cotton belt invited Dr. 
James Lee Dickey to dinner at the country 
club (and) named him the town’s outstand-
ing citizen of 1952. Practicing there 31 years, 
Dickey did much to clean up a typhoid-
breeding open sewer and replace a shanty 
slum with model housing. Reason for his 
surprise at the honor: he is a Negro.”

At the time he went into practice in Tay-
lor in the 1920s, Dickey was the only black 
physician in Williamson County and one 
of only 130 black doctors in Texas, accord-
ing to the Handbook of Texas Online.

Dr. and Mrs. James Dickey’s home received a historic marker in June 2007. Local citizen’s hope to restore the home and convert it 
into a museum.

Dr. James Dickey 

Local History    Dr. James Dickey  Taylor

Dickey was born in Central Texas in 
1893. He attended Waco schools and 
graduated from Tillotson College (now 
Huston Tillotson University in Austin). He 
graduated from Meharry Medical College 
in Nashville, Tenn., in 1921, and it was 
while he was in Nashville that he met his 
future wife, Magnolia Fowler. They mar-
ried in 1922 and moved to Taylor.

“The hand of destiny guided me to Tay-
lor. I came to stay a few years; I remained 
to do my life’s work,” Dickey later said.

Dickey was instrumental in stopping 
a typhoid epidemic in the 1930s, and he 
campaigned hard to address other public 
health needs, calling for improvements 
in the local water supply, according to the 
historical marker at his home at Burkett 
and Fifth streets.

Dickey began his practice with a 
clinic he opened in his house and eventu-
ally expanded to a 15-bed hospital with 
modern surgical and obstetrical facilities, 
according to the Handbook of Texas On-
line. Dickey’s practice was not limited to 
blacks; he also provided care for Hispan-
ics and Anglos, longtime Taylor resident 
John Wehby said.

Taylor’s 2009 Citizen of the Year, 
Leslie Hill, and her husband, former 
Mayor Don Hill, proudly say that Dickey 
delivered them, along with all of their 
siblings. Don currently owns the scale 

Dickey used to weigh babies who were 
brought in for his care.

Dickey’s involvement in the Taylor 
community was not limited to his medi-
cal practice; he and his wife worked for 
education and civil rights. He worked 
for the passage of school bonds and 
improvements and led efforts for local 
recreational facilities and federal hous-
ing. He was also a founder of the Taylor 
Negro Chamber of Commerce.

Magnolia Dickey founded the Welfare 
Workers Club in Taylor, a group over 
which Leslie Hill now serves as president.

The Dickey’s only son, James Lee 
Dickey, Jr., now lives in Austin. 

Photo by Susan Komandosky

Photo courtesy Leslie Hill

enrolltoday!

+ More than 175 Locations in 12 Countries!

Check us out on the web at: www.mathnasium.com
Or email us at: georgetowntx@mathnasium.com and be sure to mention this ad.
CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT- REFER TO THIS AD FOR $50 OFF

GEORGETOWN *(512)869-MATH(6284)
900 N. Austin Ave, # 127, Georgetown TX 78626 (by Sears & Pizza Hut)

NORTH AUSTIN (512)331-MATH(6284)
10401 Anderson Mill Rd, #109A, Austin TX 78750

SOUTH AUSTIN
3601 W. William Cannon Dr., #275, Austin TX 78749

We offer:  
• Customized Math Learning Programs
   to Boost Confi dence with Proven Methods
• PSAT, SAT, GRE, & GED Math Preparation
• Special Summer Programs and Camps
• Programs to Enhance Logical Thinking and   
   Problem Solving Skills

CALL US TODAY AT ONE OF THESE TOP 
LOCATIONS NEAR YOU!
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Core Fitness focuses on small 

group personal training at an 

affordable rate. We offer a high 

quality total body fitness 

program to help you lose body 

fat, and to look and feel younger.

Fun and always changing. 

Challenging. 

Trainer always present. 

Great results.

No long term contract. 

No intimidating machines

FIRST SESSION IS FREE!

Please go to www.corefitnesstx.com 
or email john@georgetownfitness.com
for more information about enrollment, 
and session days and times.

916 N Austin Avenue    819.0644

Join us for our
High Blood Pressure / High Cholesterol

Awareness Seminar– 
Maintaining A Healthier You

Tuesday, March 17
6 - 7 p.m.

3 South Conference Room
St. David’s Georgetown Hospital

2000 Scenic Drive

STDAVIDS.COM

TO REGISTER FOR THIS SEMINAR, PLEASE CALL

888-868-2104 OR 512-478-3627

•  Speaker: Dr. Florence Spitler
 –Georgetown Family Medicine
•  Discussion of Treatment & Prevention for 
 High Blood Pressure & High Cholesterol 
 (Metabolic Syndrome) 

Seminar highlights include: 
Age 40+, overweight, elevated blood 
pressure, high blood pressure, insulin 
resistance or glucose intolerance, family 
history of Cardio-Vascular Disease.

Who should attend:

www.TaylorMorrison.com© 2008 Taylor Morrison. Information contained within this advertisement is correct at  time of publication and subject to change. TAYLOR MORRISON, INSPIRED BY YOU, HOMES INSPIRED BY YOU and The 4 Man Logo 
are trademarks or registered trademarks of Taylor Morrison, Inc. or of one of its affiliates.  Marks used by permission only.  For more information about Taylor Morrison, please visit our website at http://www.taylormorrison.com

ONE HOME. ONE STORY. Countless M emories.

Homes Inspired by You
Find your inspiration in any one of our 
21 desirable communities across Central Texas.

Legends Village
512-845-7350
Teravista
512-388-4740
Paloma Lake
512-341-7611
WWalsh Ranch
512-733-7600
Villages of Berry Creek
512-763-1212 
Whitestone Oaks
512-259-3557

Brodie Springs
512-292-6186
Falconhead West
512-263-5196
Steiner Ranch
512-845-7350
Senna HillsSenna Hills
512-263-2655
Pioneer Crossing
512-490-2441
Falcon Pointe
512-845-7350
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Community Corridor    West University Avenue  Georgetown

Businesses
1 IBC Bank

Located inside H-E-B
863-9300
www.ibc.com 

2 Hollywood Video
1050 S. IH 35
869-2717
www.hollywoodvideo.com
 
3 950 W. University Ave.

Barrick & Company, LLC
CPA, accounting and payroll services
Ste.	106	•	868-2550
www.georgetownaccountant.com

Best Cleaners
Ste.	203	•	863-0900

Carus Dental
Drs. Kendall Brennan and Martin Shedeck
Ste.	101	•	863-4180

Century 21 HS & Associates
Ste.	201	•	863-0021
www.century21hs.com

Gateway Liquor
Ste.	202	•	864-7701

Georgetown Plastic Surgery
Dr. Craig Staebel
Ste.	207	•	686-1650
www.georgetownplasticsurgery.com

Gracy Title
Ste.	205	•	930-0500
www.gracytitle.com

Martin Audiology
Dr. Melody Martin
Ste.	105	•	868-1600

Pearl Family Practice
Dr. Raju Kurunthottical
Ste.	104	•	869-8500

Pretty Nails
Ste.	206	•	868-0850

Shepard Family Chiropractic
Drs. Scott Shepard and Jeff Boerger
Ste.	103	•	864-2744

Stephanie Featherstone 
State Farm Insurance
Ste.	209	•	868-8000
www.stephaniefeatherstone.com 

Texan Eye Care
Ste.	108	•	930-3434

4 901 S. IH 35

Hobby Lobby
Ste.	101	•	864-2720
www.hobbylobby.com

Salons of the Town
Ste.	102	•	868-1904
www.salonsofthetown.com

Tuesday Morning
Ste.	103	•	864-9211

5 Tractor Supply
800 S. IH 35
863-6969
www.tractorsupply.com

6 O’Reilly Auto Parts
1204 Railroad St.
Ste.	101	•	863-9915
www.oreillyauto.com

7 Jackson Hewitt Tax Service
1204 Railroad St.
Ste.	103	•	866-259-1040
www.jacksonhewitt.com

8 The Feed Store
704 W. University Ave.
863-5420

9 Auto Zone
510 W. University Ave.
863-6611
www.autozone.com

10 Lone Star Bail Bonds
406 W. University Ave.
930-0007
www.lonestarbailbond.com

The Hwy. 29/West University Avenue corridor between IH 35 and South Austin Avenue 
connects Wolf Ranch with downtown. An interesting mix of old and new, this area is 
home to both established and new businesses. Improvements to this area include the 
widening and reconstruction of the bridge over the South San Gabriel River in 1993 
and the renovation of University Commons in 2001. Traffic has increased substantially 
over the past few years; however, historic buildings on both sides of the roadway make 
any kind of widening problematic. Long-term plans for an Inner Loop bypass should 
ease traffic — especially heavy trucks — along this section of road.
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11 Wendi Lester & Associates, P.C.
Attorneys and Counselors at Law
312 W. University Ave.
930-0529
www.wendilester.com

12 We-CARE Tax Advisory Group
312 W. University Ave.
869-1170

13 216 W. University Ave.

AA Liberty Bail Bonds
930-3035

L.S. Mortgage Services
866-914-5626
www.lsmortgageservices.com

Limestone Financial Group, LLC
www.limestonefinancial.com

14 Kreller Insurance Agency
214 W. University Ave.
931-0011
www.krellerinsurance.com

15 1102 S. Austin Ave.

Ash Chiropractic and Wellness
Ste.	103	•	868-6400
www.ashchirowellness.com

Click Computers
Ste.	109	•	868-9105
www.clickcomputers.biz

Hair We Go!
Ste.	105	•	868-3115

Kenz Guitars and Accessories
Ste.	101	•	869-8064

Nails, Spa & Threading
Ste.	104	•	869-2255

Patel Eye Care
Ste.	102	•	240-5862
www.eye-see-you.net

The UPS Store
Ste.	110	•	868-6398
www.theupsstore.com

Urban Homes and Land
Ste.	106	•	763-1500
www.urbanhomesandland.com

Village Cleaners
Ste.	108	•	863-0909

16 Photography by Kappy
1112 Rock St.
930-7073
www.kappy.com

17 401 W. University Ave.

Amanda McIntosh, P.C.
Certified Public Accountant
868-2227

Lizabeth Franklin, RMT
775-9580

McIntosh Holdings, LLC
868-2227

18 Austin Telco Federal Credit Union
601 W. University Ave.
869-8998
www.atfcu.org

19 Georgetown Plaza 
505 W. University Ave.

The United States Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) has a service 
center in Georgetown Plaza. Included 
at this location is the Farm Service 
Agency (Ste. B), Natural Resource 
Conservation Service (Ste. C) and  Rural 
Development (Ste. G). Call 
863-8576 or visit www.usda.gov.

Other business in Georgetown Plaza 
include Judy’s Hair Design, The 
Medicine Shoppe, U.S. Karate Systems 
and Collectors Market Antique and 
Mercantile Mall.

20 University Commons
603 W. University Ave.

Businesses at this location include 
Family Dollar, Wiggles ‘n Giggles, 
Assistance League Thrift Shop, Scott 
and White Central Clinic, Shipley 
Donuts, Beautiful Nails, Gina’s Hair 
Salon and H&R Block Tax Service.

21 St. David’s Georgetown Hospital 
Outpatient Therapy
805 W. University Ave.
930-4163
www.stdavids.com

Parks and trails
22 Chataqua Park, located at 602 
Rucker St., is situated on 23 acres next to 
the South San Gabriel River. It features 
volleyball and basketball courts, a gazebo, 
trails, picnic areas and bathrooms.

Restaurants
23 Taco Bell
1001	S.	IH	35	•	868-2368

24 Georgetown Bar-B-Que
723	W.	University	Ave.	•	864-7389

25 El Patron
603	W.	University	Ave.	•	868-1313

Auto • Home • Business
Life • Health

with Completion of our 
In-o�  ce Insurance Review
(Must provide current home & 

auto declaration pages) 
O� er good for new clients only

*Annual Percentage Rate. All rates are expressed “as low as”. Actual rate may vary depending on credit qualifications. **Austin Telco 
will pay all standard closing costs on Home Equity loans below $100k. Additional non-standard fees will be the responsibility of the 
member. ***Rate applies to 1st lien commercial real estate loans with a loan to value of 80% or less; construction/development loan 
rates/terms may be different. No Pre-payment penalty. ****Annual Percentage Yield. Penalties for early withdrawal may apply. 1Regular 
- A minimum deposit of $1000 is required. 2Jumbo - A minimum deposit of $95000 is required. All APRs, APYs and terms are subject to 
change without notice. Please call for details. This credit union is federally insured by the National Credit Union change without notice. Please call for details. This credit union is federally insured by the National Credit Union Administration.

WWW.ATFCU.ORG 512.869.8998

*Annual Percentage Rate. All rates are expressed “as low as”. Actual rate may vary depending on credit qualifications. **Austin Telco 
will pay all standard closing costs on Home Equity loans below $100k. Additional non-standard fees will be the responsibility of the 
member. ***Rate applies to 1st lien commercial real estate loans with a loan to value of 80% or less; construction/development loan 
rates/terms may be different. No Pre-payment penalty. ****Annual Percentage Yield. Penalties for early withdrawal may apply. 1Regular 
- A minimum deposit of $1000 is required. 2Jumbo - A minimum deposit of $95000 is required. All APRs, APYs and terms are subject to 
change without notice. Please call for details. This credit union is federally insured by the National Credit Union change without notice. Please call for details. This credit union is federally insured by the National Credit Union Administration.

OR SMALL,Big
we have a loan 
to fit your needs.

4.95
5 YEARS

%
APR* 5.60

15 YEARS

%
APR*5.35

10 YEARS

%
APR*

2.83
6 MONTHS

%
APY
**** 3.24

24 MONTHS

%
APY
****3.08

12 MONTHS

%
APY
****

Regular1

2.93
6 MONTHS

%
APY
**** 3.39

24 MONTHS

%
APY
****3.19

12 MONTHS

%
APY
****

Jumbo2

4.75
UP TO 66 MONTHS

%
APR* 5.25

72 MONTHS

%
APR*

5.99
5 YEARS

%
*** 6.49

15 YEARS

%
***6.29

10 YEARS

%
***

2.12
$25,000 to
$74,999

%
APY
**** 2.58

$125,000 and
ABOVE

%
APY
****2.38

$75,000 to
$124,999

%
APY
****

WWW.ATFCU.ORG 512.869.8998

14 LOCATIONS

FREE CHECKING

200+ FREE ATMs
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Community Profile    Williamson County Sheriff Interview by Robert Bell

What are the biggest challenges 
in the county right now from a law 
enforcement perspective?

This is an extremely large county. The 
challenges that we have here are [due to] 
the rapid growth — we’ve moved from a 
rural agrarian county to an urban county. 
When I moved to Round Rock 20 years 
ago, there were 2,500 to 3,000 people. 
Now it’s 96,000. 

Just recruiting good people to be offi-
cers is tough. [All the law enforcement of-
fices in the county] are looking for people 
all the time. The wages are good for police 
officers in Central Texas, but [good of-
ficers are] just hard to come by. So we’re 
always short-staffed. Fortunately, we have 
an extremely low crime rate. 

But we do have some dangers. Even 
though we have a low crime rate here, 
with our proximity to large metro areas like 
Austin and San Antonio, crimes bleed over 
into our county. 

IH 35 is one of the biggest — if not the 
biggest — pipeline for narcotics traveling 
out of Mexico and up into the interior of 
the United States. We have money and guns 
going south. Every officer not only [has to 
watch for] drunk drivers and drivers who 
aren’t paying attention, they also have to be 
aware that there are some really bad charac-
ters between Georgetown and Austin.  

How does your office work with area 
police departments?

They’re all capable people, and we work 
well with them and support them. Usu-
ally about three times a year we try to get 
together for lunch and talk about the things 
that are going on. Even the chief of police 
from Pflugerville [in Travis County] comes.

 
What does a sheriff do that might 
surprise people?

We have a pretty large department 
here — relatively speaking — certainly 
not as big as Austin or Travis County. We 
have about 500 employees [and most] are 
dedicated to running a jail that is capable 
of holding over 900 people. On any given 
day, we have 550 to 600 —maybe as few as 
525. We’re a holding facility for the system 
to deal with folks who get into trouble to the 
degree that they have to be placed in jail. 

We have a victims’ assistance group 
that helps people who have been struck by 
tragedy. Once we show up and do the police 
work, there’s still a lot of the human services 
work left to do when we leave.

We’re responsible for the animal control 
in the county. We work with the county 
and animal control to make sure it is run 
properly. We have a fugitive unit that pur-
sues people wanted generally for sex abuse 
of children. We do sex abuse registration for 
offenders who are in this county. We have a 

CID — a criminal investigation division — 
that works extremely well. We have a nar-
cotics unit. It’s just a pretty complex place.

What made you want to go into law 
enforcement?

I wanted to be a police officer from the 
time I was about 9 years old. We had a 
neighbor whose son and I were about the 
same age, and we decided to go to their 
farm in the country in 1955. On the way 
back to the community we lived in, we got 
stopped by the highway patrol. I’d never 
seen one of those guys before. He handled 
himself extremely professionally and was 
very nice to everybody, but you could tell 
that he was well trained and in charge. 
And I thought to myself, “I’d sure like to 
grow up to be like that guy.” 

How does being the sheriff of 
Williamson County compare with 
being the sheriff of other counties?

It may seem that because of the title, it’s 
pretty much the same job — and it does 
have some similarity — but I think each 
community is different. The thing that 
strikes me as so obvious after being in the 
job for a while is the closeness of the sher-
iff to the people he serves. We had a fellow 
who called yesterday and he wanted to 
ask me a question about something and 
he said, “I don’t believe this. I called this 

number and somebody answered the 
phone. I thought I’d have to make several 
phone calls and make an appointment.”

The thing I really enjoy about this job is 
how close [we are] to the people we serve. 
I don’t care how busy we are, we try to 
make time to visit with people and talk 
about their concerns.

James Wilson
Williamson County Sheriff
Education: Sam Houston State University, 
1973 and Juris Doctorate degree from South 
Texas College of Law, 1979
Experience: Patrolman, criminal 
investigator, commander of the statewide 
narcotics operation, director of Department 
of Public Safety
Contact: 943-1300	•	jameswilson@wilco.com

Photo courtesy Williamson County

clinics.sw.org

Scott & White is committed to providing the best and most accessible healthcare
to Central Texans of all ages. That’s why we’ve opened clinics in Cedar Park,
Cedar Park West, Georgetown, Georgetown Central, Hutto, Pflugerville, Taylor
and Wells Branch. These expanded locations allow you and your family convenient
access to Scott & White physicians and connect you to the expertise of our
specialists at Scott & White Healthcare – Round Rock.

Scott & White accepts all major insurance plans.HELLO
NEIGHBOR!

Scott & White Clinics
CEDAR PARK

CEDAR PARK WEST

GEORGETOWN

GEORGETOWN CENTRAL

HUTTO

PFLUGERVILLE

TAYLOR 

WELLS BRANCH

Your choice. The trusted choice.
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By Rob Heidrick
The T. Don Hutto Residential 

Center, an immigrant detention 
facility in Taylor, will continue to 
operate under a contract renewed 
by the Williamson County Com-
missioners Court Dec. 23. 

The 512-bed center holds fami-
lies of non-criminal immigrants 
as they await rulings on whether 
they will be allowed to remain in 
the country. 

A private company, Correc-
tions Corporation of America, 
owns and operates the facility 
with funds from the U.S. Im-
migration and Customs Enforce-
ment Office. The county plays 
an administrative role under the 
contract, acting as a local go-
between and financial agent in 
exchange for roughly $15,000 in 
administrative fees each month. 
ICE pays CCA $2.8 million a 
month for operating expenses, 
which first must pass through 
the county, according to the 
original contract.

The Commissioners Court 

voted 4-1 to extend the agreement 
until Jan. 11, 2011. Only Precinct 
One Commissioner Lisa Birkman 
voted against the measure.

“We’re supporting the federal 
government’s stand on immigra-
tion, and this affords the opportu-
nity for the families to be able to 
stay together,” Williamson County 
Precinct Four Commissioner Ron 
Morrison said. “If the current gov-
ernment changes its stand on im-
migration, I’m sure we’ll change 
our stand on it as well.”
History

T. Don Hutto is a former 
medium-security prison that was 
converted into a family deten-
tion center in 2006, making it the 
second of its kind in operation. 
Per ICE standards, families are 
housed together, but are separated 
by gender. 

Morrison estimated that 
residents remain in the facility 
for an average of 40 to 45 days, 
some staying as little as two or 
three days and some as long as 
six months. The average length of 

stay in ICE centers nationwide was 
just more than 30 days in 2008, 
according to ICE.

Some county residents have 
protested the conditions inside 
the complex, claiming it retains 
prison-like qualities that are un-
suitable for families with children.

“There are detention facilities 
that are appropriate for fami-
lies,” said Jose Orta, president of 
Taylor’s chapter of the League of 
United Latin American Citizens. 
“This facility, which was once a 
medium-security prison, is not 
appropriate to detain families, 
especially children.”
Lawsuit

In 2007, the American Civil Lib-
erties Union filed a lawsuit against 
ICE, alleging that T. Don Hutto 
violated federal guidelines govern-
ing the treatment of detained 
minors. The ACLU and its clients 
claimed the facility was being run 
as a prison, with child detainees 
forced to remain inside cells most 
of the day while wearing prison 
uniforms. ICE settled the suit 

and agreed to a set of conditions 
to make the center more family 
friendly, including improvements 
to educational facilities, better 
access to medical care and more 
time outdoors for children. 

“We can’t hide the fact that it 
has been a prison,” Morrison said. 
“At least [the children] are staying 
with their moms and their dads 
and they’re not being separated. 
That’s the reason I continue to 
vote for the contract.”

After the settlement, the 
Williamson County Sheriff’s 
Department began sending offi-
cers on random inspections of T. 
Don Hutto to ensure satisfactory 
conditions are being met. No 
violations have been reported.
Options

Orta and others in the com-
munity contend that there are 
alternative ways of detaining 
immigrant families that would 
be more suitable than the former 
prison. Orta suggested that the 
center relocate to a vacant nurs-

ing home facility in Taylor, where 
electronic ankle bracelets could 
be used to monitor residents. 

“If T. Don Hutto closed, I 
would imagine that the children 
and their families would be trans-
ferred to another facility that is 
more family oriented,” Orta said.

Morrison said he would sup-
port relocating detainees to the 
former nursing home, but the 
county could not operate the 
center without the current fund-
ing arrangement.

 “I’d like to see a different 
facility than a refurbished jail, 
but that’s what’s available,” Mor-
rison said. “If they close it, does 
that mean we’re going to stop 
immigration? No. It means that 
it goes someplace else, probably 
not in our county.”

The contract between Wil-
liamson County and CCA was 
last amended in October 2007 
with the addition of a clause pro-
tecting the county from liability 
in any future lawsuits. 

Inside Information    T. Don Hutto Residential Center

Williamson County is the local administrator of the contract between the federal •	
government and Corrections Corporation of America, the private company that 
owns and operates the T. Don Hutto Residential Center. 

The county’s agreement with U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement Office •	
is called an Intergovernmental Service Agreement, or IGA. This partnership allows 
the federal government to fund and remotely manage T. Don Hutto while the 
county monitors the conditions at the facility.

ICE pays Williamson County $2.8 million each month, and the county immediately •	
passes the funds on to CCA, withholding an administrative fee of $1 per detainee 
per day. In this system, the county earns about $15,000 a month.

In 2007 the county amended its contract with CCA to include a liability protection •	
clause. In the event that someone files a lawsuit against T. Don Hutto, CCA 
guarantees up to $250,000 in legal fees to support the county.

More than 300 ICE detention facilities are operated under state or local IGAs. •	
This accounts for about two-thirds of the total ICE population.

For more information on 
T. Don Hutto and immigration, visit 
www.correctionscorp.com or 
www.dhs.gov/index.shtm.

Defining the county’s role

T. Don Hutto Residential Center
1001 Welch St., Taylor
218-2400
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Regional Report    Abridged stories from our other editions 

First phase of women’s hospital complete

Leander The story of how 
Capital Area Practical Shooting 
came to be is a classic example 
of the entrepreneurial spirit in 
action: Owners John and Julianna 
Crowder saw a need, and they 
sought to fill it. 

In this case, the need was for 
a place where gun novices could 
learn the ins and outs of firearm 
use and safety and where newbies 
and experts alike could complete 
the training necessary to earn a 
concealed handgun license.

“We had taken a [CHL] class 
together, and I left that class 

thinking that this was something 
that we could do and maybe do a 
little better,” Julianna said. 

She knew her husband had 
the acumen and expertise to be a 
professional instructor. 
Full story at more.impactnews.com/3029

Capital Area Practical Shooting  2400 Bagdad Road
944-2911 • www.caps-chl.com

Viva Chocolato!  The Domain, 3401 Esperanza Crossing, Ste. 104
339-VIVA • www.vivachocolato.com
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Northwest Austin A hospital in 
northwest Austin is expecting to 
deliver more than 5,000 babies 
this year, about 1,200 more than 
in 2008, making it the largest ma-
ternity hospital in Central Texas.

St. David’s North Austin Medi-
cal Center’s women’s services has 

grown considerably, making it 
necessary to expand its facilities.

“The hospital had grown 
significantly through the years 
in the number of births. When I 
came to the hospital in 1998, the 
hospital was delivering roughly 
800 babies a year,” said Donald 

Wilkerson, CEO of St. David’s 
NAMC and St. David’s Women’s 
Center of Texas. “In 2002, we 
were delivering over 2,000 babies 
a year after the Renaissance 
Group moved up here. [In 2008, 
we delivered] just under 3,800 
babies and at the end of 2009, we 
will deliver some number greater 
than 5,000 babies.” 

In December, the first phase of 
an $83 million women’s hospi-
tal, St. David’s Women’s Center 
of Texas, opened at St. David’s 
NAMC. The first phase in-
cludes labor and delivery rooms, 
Caesarean-section surgical suites, 
a women’s diagnostic imaging 
center and the Breast Cancer 
Resource Center.  
Full story at more.impactnews.com/2988

Northwest Austin Viva Choco-
lato! founders Nino DeFalcis 
and Mark and Melissa Adams 
are European travelers at heart. 
Having made multiple trips to the 
continent in their lifetimes, they 
returned to Austin pining for the 
fine gelato and chocolate they 
discovered overseas. This led to 
the opening of Viva Chocolato! in 
December 2007. 

“Our mantra is threefold: turn-
ing chocolate into money for local 
causes, [celebrating] the women of 
Austin and [encouraging] married 
couples to start dating again,” Me-
lissa said. “[It] started as the simple 
idea of chocolate and gelato, and 
we turned it in to something.”

Rich colors, ambient light 
and enchanting live music greet 
customers at the café, where ev-
erything from the art on the walls 
to the walls themselves are from 
female-owned businesses. 

Sights of creamy gelato and 
artisan chocolate truffles made 
without oils and from at least 55 
percent cocoa beans are offset by 
the intoxicating aroma of fresh 
roasted coffee. Nestled inside The 
Domain, the café also serves light 
meals such as the ParmaDella 
panini and the Italian Cobb salad. 
The European café also provides 
catering services both in store and 
off site.
Full story at more.impactnews.com/3120

Toll 45 SW on track 
for 2011 construction
Southwest Austin The con-
struction of Toll 45 SW is on 
schedule after several delays due 
to funding problems and a lack 
of community support. Hays and 
Travis counties purchased the 
necessary right-of-way for Toll 45 
SW in the late ’90s, but setbacks 
left many who would use the 
road confused about when, or if, 
it would be coming. 

Originally, the Texas Depart-
ment of Transportation planned 
to begin construction on Toll 45 
SW this year, but budget issues in 
2008 brought the project to a halt. 
With funding issues now ironed 
out, TxDOT has completed the 
design process for Toll 45 SW 
and is currently working on a bio-
logical evaluation to examine the 
project’s effect on nearby wildlife 
and water. 
Full story at more.impactnews.com/3001

The life of a toll road

     Planning

     Construction      Maintenance

     Design

Cost: $196,000 per lane-mile
Timeline: 1-10 years
Before anything, TxDOT must go through a public approval process. 
This includes presenting project alternatives and getting citizen 
feedback. Environmental studies are also done to determine the path 
and plan that will cause the least amount of damage.

Cost: $3.9 million per lane-mile
Timeline: 1-2 years
Construction on parts of the project may begin while design is still 
underway, but on most toll road projects, all parts of the road are 
built at once. This includes building frontage roads and exits.

Cost: $5,000 per lane-mile a year
Timeline: For the life of the road
Maintenance costs include mowing grass twice a year, litter pickup, 
patching holes, sealing cracks, replacing signs and repairing dented 
guard rails. Concrete toll road can go more than 20 years before 
major repairs are necessary.

Cost: $452,000 per mile for engineering, $3.96 million per lane-
mile for right-of-way
Timeline: 1 year
After funding is secured, right-of-way is purchased and a path for the 
road is laid out based on the environmental study. During this period, 
construction and toll equipment is sent off for bidding.

Source: Texas Department of Transportation

1 2
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A New Opportunity to Express Your Love For 
Music in your own unique style...

Why choose GMS?
• Spacious Studio rooms
• Professional teaching environment 
• Diverse University/Certifi ed Instructors
• Variety of programs offered throughout the year
• Optional Recitals

Register now for 1 Hour Group Workshops in Piano/Fiddle Violin/
Voice/Guitar/Drums and Piano Style Accordion

2544 Suite A Shell Rd • Georgetown TX 78628 • GeorgetownMusicStudio.org ...whether it be  Pop Jazz Rock Blues Country Classical.

Private & Group Instruction

(512) 868-2255

 Music Lessons 
for All Ages
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Taste of Ethiopia  1466 Grand Avenue Parkway
251-4053 • www.tasteofethiopiaaustin.com

Northwest Austin Weigh-
ing more than 20,000 pounds 
apiece and consuming enough 
oak wood per month to fill the 
beds of six full-size pickups, the 
authentic wood-fired brick ovens 
at Austin’s Brick Oven restau-
rants are the biggest in Texas. 
The hearty portions of pizza and 
Italian food might be up there in 
the size rankings, too.

“Definitely, our brick ovens 
set us apart,” general manager 
Bryan Strempel said.

Strempel has worked for the 

restaurant for 14 years. Owners 
Stan and Debbie Adams started 
the first Brick Oven in down-
town Austin in 1982. 

The average customer at Brick 
Oven Restaurant Arboretum, 
which opened 21 years ago at 
10710 Research Blvd., could feast 
to contentment on an appe-
tizer alone. Several large hunks of 
toasted garlic bread accompany the 
bruschetta ($5.95) and oven-baked 
portabello mushrooms ($6.95).  
Full story at more.impactnews.com/3122

Brick Oven   10710 Research Blvd.
345-6181 • www.brickovenrestaurant.com
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Volunteers needed
Northwest Austin Cancer 
Connection needs volunteers 
to participate in one-on-one 
matching with cancer patients 
and their families. Volunteer 
training will be held March 6 
from 5:45-9 p.m. and March 
7 from 8:45 a.m.-4 p.m. The 
organization is a network of 
cancer survivors and their family 
members providing emotional 
support for those living with 
cancer. To volunteer, call  
342-0233 or apply at  
www.thecancerconnection.org. 

New high school
Avery Ranch St. Dominic Savio 
Catholic High School is under 
construction and is expected to 
open for the 2009-2010 school 
year at 9400 Neenah Ave., Austin. 
The school plans to enroll 100 
freshmen and sophomores 
during its first year and will add 
classes for juniors and seniors 
in 2010-2011 and 2011-2012, 
respectively. A mascot has yet to 
be determined, but the school’s 
colors will be navy blue and gold. 
Enrollment is open to anyone. Call 
388-8846 or visit www.saviochs.
org for more information.

Credit union
Round Rock Truwest Credit 
Union, 201 University Oaks Blvd., 
Ste. 1250, will host a grand-
opening ceremony Feb. 21 from 
noon to 2 p.m. KGSR Radio Austin 
will be broadcasting live on site, 
and Round Rock Express mascot 
Spike will perform. The Stony 
Point High School mariachi band 
and cheerleaders will provide 
entertainment. Money raised for 
radio spots airing on the KGSR 
live broadcast will go toward 
the Round Rock ISD Partners in 
Education Foundation. Call 996-
4000 or visit www.truwest.org. 

Chaparral Women’s Club 
Round Rock In its 40 years, the 
Chaparral Women’s Club has 
contributed more than $500,000 
to a variety of local nonprofits. 
Though the organization started 
out as an affiliate of the Junior 
Women’s Club, in 1978 local 
members decided to sever ties 
with their national umbrella orga-
nization to better serve the needs 
of the community.

The club’s members are local 
businesswomen, stay-at-home 
mothers and professional vol-
unteers who come together to 

support charities ranging from 
women and children’s initiatives 
to elderly and community enrich-
ment programs. The 501(c)(3) 
organization’s written purpose is 
to promote volunteerism, develop 
the potential of women and 
improve the community through 
the effective action and fundrais-
ing efforts of its members. Last 
year, the Chaparrals contributed 
$43,350 in grants to 36 local char-
ities and $4,500 in scholarships 
to four Williamson County high 
school seniors.
Full story at more.impactnews.com/3157

Digital whiteboards
Pflugerville Pflugerville ISD 
recently launched a $785,000 
pilot program to outfit 104 
classrooms across the district 
with interactive whiteboards, 
document cameras, and wire-
less slates and response systems. 
Four classrooms at each PISD 
school became model technology 
classrooms as part of a project 
funded in the $125 million bond 
package passed by voters in 2007. 
A phased implementation of 

Promethean ActiveClassroom 
technology began at the end of 
October and was complete in 
early December.

Teachers who applied to be 
part of the model technology 
classroom program were notified 
in September by the district’s 
instructional technology staff, 
who went to each school and 
announced in a Publisher’s 
Clearinghouse-manner that they 
had been selected for the pilot.
Full story at more.impactnews.com/3156

Pflugerville Taste of Ethiopia 
is not only a venue to experience 
exciting new flavors, it’s a place 
that invites you to slow down, 
unwind and enjoy a long conver-
sation over a family-style meal 
and a hot cup of tea.

Woinee Mariam and her hus-

band, Solomon Hailu, were both 
born and raised in Ethiopia. At 
the ages of 19 and 16, respective-
ly, they came to the United States 
seeking a solid education. They 
met in Washington, D.C., mar-
ried and, three kids later, moved 
to Central Texas so that their 
17-year-old daughter, who has 
autism, could receive the educa-
tion she needed. Three months 
ago, they fulfilled their lifelong 
dream of opening their own 
restaurant, Taste of Ethiopia.  
Full story at more.impactnews.com/3165
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Be sure to mention you saw us in Community Impact.

4749 Williams Drive
Building 3, Suite 323

Georgetown, TX 78633
(512) 240-4722

Hours: Tues thru Sat | 11am - 6pm 

Stone Beads, Estate Jewelry and Vintage Finds  
Coming soon: Classes and Private Parties

Rows and Rows of Beads!

Stone Beads, Findings & Wire
Now o� ering Private Parties

Estate Jewelry

Coming Soon! THE

LEADING REIN
10% OFF

15% OFF

20% OFF

Rendering courtesy Kevin Calkins

Photo courtesy Pflugerville ISD
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The arts
clubs/Groups  
Georgetown Art Works
1102 S. Austin Ave., Stes. 110-118
www.georgetownartworks.com

Georgetown Heritage Society
811 S. Main St.
869-8597	•	www.georgetownheritagesociety.com

Georgetown Symphony Society
2211 N. Austin Ave.
864-9591•	www.georgetowntexassymphony.org

Performing Arts Alliance 
2211	N.	Austin	Ave.	•	943-5110	•	www.gtpaa.org

San Gabriel Chorale
863-1366	•	www.sangabrielchorale.com

San Gabriel Writers League
864-9373	•	www.sgwl.net

Sun City Visual Arts Club
Sun City Texas Activity Center, 1 Texas Drive
www.sctxvisualartsclub.org

Williamson County Art Guild
Inside the Framer’s Gallery
610	S.	Main	St.	•	863-2214	•	www.wcartguild.com

Williamson County Chorus
4500 Williams Drive, Stes. 212-262
819-9674	•	gbcdave@verizon.net

Williamson County 
Symphony Orchestra
www.williamsoncountysymphonyorchestra.org

Galleries/Businesses
8th Street Art Studios
Art and music classes, studio and gallery
308	W.	Eighth	St.	•	869-1900		
www.8thstreetstudios.com

Carol Woolf Gallery
40218 Industrial Park Circle
863-8445	•	www.carolwoolf.com

Cianfrani Coffee Company
Different artists display and sell work
109 W. Seventh St.
869-7030	•	www.cianfranicoffeecompany.com

Curious Glass and Gallery
820 S. Austin Ave. 
863-8200	•	www.curiousglassshop.com

Down the Alley Bistro
Different artists display and sell work
118 W. Eighth St. 
863-7080	•	www.downthealleybistro.com

Framer’s Gallery
610	S.	Main	St.	•	863-2214

Handcrafts Unlimited
104 W. Eighth St.
869-1812	•	www.handcraftsunlimited.org

Healing Arts Gallery 
St. David’s Georgetown Hospital, 2000 Scenic Drive
943-3000	•	www.stdavids.com/sdgh

Inspiration Glass Studio
211 W. Eighth St.
869-6630	•	www.inspirationglassstudio.com

Sarofim School of Fine Arts
Southwestern University art, music and theater
1001	E.	University	Ave.	•	863-1378	
www.southwestern.edu/academic/sfa-site

Snell’s Studio and Gallery
Georgetown artist Don Snell’s work
The gallery is open by appointment
863-7635	•	www.donsnell.com

Windberg Gallery
Texas artist Dalhart Windberg’s gallery
714-A Austin Ave.
819-9463	•	www.windberg.com

Museums
The Williamson Museum
716 S. Austin Ave.
943-1670	•	www.williamsonmuseum.org

Public art
Bust of Harry L. Gold
By local artist Lucas Adams in memory of Harry 
Gold, owner of Gold’s Department Store. Located 
at the corner of Main and Seventh streets

Bust of Sheriff Henry C. Matysek
By H. Clay Dahlberg and sponsored by the Kiwanis 
Club of Georgetown in memory of Henry C. 
Matysek, Williamson County Sheriff from 1954-1974. 
Located at the corner of Main and Eighth streets.

“Danielle’s Dream” Sculpture
By Dan Pogue  and donated by Laurie and Merlin 
Schwenk to the Georgetown Public Library. 

“Discover Georgetown All Over 
Again” Mural
Designed by Sarah Jane Blankenship and painted 
by local artists. Located at the corner of Main and 
Seventh streets. 

Poppy bike racks
Local blacksmith Justin Smith created the Poppy 
bike racks for each corner of the Square.

“Sergeant First Class Nathan R. 
Chapman” Sculpture
By Bob Pack in memory of SFC Nathan R. 
Chapman, the first American soldier killed by 
enemy fire in the War on Terror. Located in front of 
the Williamson County Justice Center.

“Waterin’ the Work Mules” Sculpture
By Bob Coffee. The bronze statue is expected to 
be installed in front of the city council chambers 
pending approval from the city.

Theaters
Alma Thomas Theater
Southwestern University, 1001 E. University Ave.
863-6511 
www.southwestern.edu/sarofim/about.php

Center for the Performing Arts
2211 N. Austin Ave.
943-5000	•	www.georgetownisd.org/programs/
extracurricular/arts.htm

The Georgetown Palace Theatre
810 S. Austin Ave.
869-7469 
www.georgetownpalace.com

Jesse H. and Mary Gibbs 
Jones Theater
Southwestern University 
1001 E. University Ave.
863-6511	•	www.
southwestern.edu/sarofim/
about.php

The annual Georgetown Festival of the Arts is held at various locations in Georgetown. The 
festival features music and lectures focused on a different composer each year. In 2008, the 
festival, including Art in the Park, drew in more than 3,000 people to Georgetown. The 2009 
festival in June will feature composer Antonin Dvorak, said Georgetown Symphony Society 
Artistic Director Bob Horick. 

In 2005, the Art in the Park portion was added to the festival. Traditionally held the same weekend as 
the rest of the festival, program planners have decided to move Art in the Park to October this year 
to avoid heat related difficulties with the festival, Horick said.

Comment and find links to related stories at 
more.impactnews.com/3231

Georgetown Festival of the arts

While Community  
Impact attempted to  
provide a thorough guide,  
this list may not be  
comprehensive.

CONTINUED FROM |1

Georgetown arts and culture 

that statement, one of the group’s goals is 
to create a city arts community that draws 
tourists and aids businesses.

“[The board] is trying to come up with 
the vision now,” Eric Lashley, Georgetown 
Public Library director and arts and cul-
ture board member, said. “What is the vi-
sion of Georgetown? It is difficult for you 
to sit here and say Georgetown is going 
to be X in 20 years. It is a pretty daunting 
challenge, but it has to start somewhere. It 
is the baby steps that we are taking now to 
get where we want to be.”

Currently, the city has two master plan 
documents that mention the importance 
of the arts in Georgetown — the 2030 
Comprehensive Plan and the Downtown 
Master Plan, Lashley said.

“[In the 2030 plan] it mentions by the 
year 2030, Georgetown hopes to be an arts 
and culture center for this area,” he said, 
“but there is no mechanism on how to get 
there. That is why the board is, now, trying 
to do the master plan to help get there in 
2030. So that we have a plan that [says] in 
the next 20 years, these are the steps we are 
going to take.”

In fiscal year 2007/08 the board began 
receiving 0.25 percent of the city’s gener-
al fund and 2 percent of any appropriate 
capital improvement projects funds. With 
the economic downturn, Roberts expects 
next year’s budget to be smaller. This year 
the group received $88,000, which it used 
to purchase art and help upgrade hanging 
equipment and lighting in city facilities.

The board dedicated $40,000 to the 
master plan process, and members voted 
in January to hire Juli Fellows, an organi-
zation specialist, to facilitate meetings to 
determine what the board would like to 
see in the arts master plan.

“We don’t want to go off just buying 
something here or there and sticking it 
somewhere,” Roberts said. “We want to 
have a plan. We want public input. There 
has already been a lot of input that was 
gathered for the 2030 plan, so we will prob-
ably narrowly focus on a few questions 
and, hopefully, get public input on that.”
Public art

In 2005, the Arts and Culture Board was 
founded through the persistence of city 
staff who saw the need for a council advi-
sory board on the arts, Lashley said.

The board’s mission is to encourage, 
stimulate, promote and foster programs 
for the cultural enrichment of the city, 
thereby contributing to the quality of life 
in Georgetown and developing an aware-

ness of the value of the arts, according to 
the city’s website.

It is made up of seven members; one 
member must be a representative of 
Georgetown ISD and one a representative 
of Southwestern University.

“I got involved because I knew that 
when we were designing [the library], we 
wanted to have a lot of art in the build-
ing,” Lashley said. “I did not want to be the 
judge and jury of the art. I wanted to set up 
mechanisms for people to donate art, or if 
we were going to commission art, that it 
wasn’t the Eric Lashley Art Collection.”

The board helps select and purchase art 
for city facilities and supports arts and cul-
ture within the city.

The board has budgeted $40,000 to pur-
chase art to be placed at the recently ex-
panded Georgetown Recreation Center, 
1003 N. Austin Ave.

In fiscal year 2007/08, the board used 
$70,000 from its $79,000 budget to pur-
chase sculptor Bob Coffee’s “Waterin’ the 
Work Mules.” The bronze statue will be 
installed in front of the city council cham-
bers building this month after the board 
gets final approval from the city.
Economic impact

A 2001 study on the economic impact 
of the arts in Texas by The Perryman 
Group showed the cultural arts were re-
sponsible for 195,541 jobs and more than 
$17 billion in total expenditures in the 
Central Texas region. 

Although Georgetown has not complet-
ed its own economic impact study, Lashley 
said it is something that the board will dis-
cuss while completing the master plan.

A number of businesses on and around 
the Square in Georgetown focus on art, 
whether it is featuring the work of local 
artists or selling fine crafts and gifts. These 
businesses benefit from the unique items 
they sell and draw people to the Square, 
Roberts said.

Events held on the Square like First 
Fridays, Market Days and the Red Poppy 
Festival have also been beneficial, she said. 
Last year’s Red Poppy Festival, which is 
held annually in April, drew approximate-
ly 30,000 people downtown. 

“When we have these things that show 
arts and crafts down here on the Square, 
it definitely does help promote the busi-
ness community in Georgetown,” Roberts 
said. “[The ultimate goal] is to bring more 
people to the city, to make them see that 
it is a good place to visit, a good place to 
think about relocating a business, raising 
your children, etcetera, etcetera.”
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Expand your career opportunities at
Texas State University in Round Rock 

Round Rock Higher Education Center • 1555 University Blvd., Round Rock

It’s a new year, and whether your goal is  
to change careers or advance in the one you  
have, it’s never too early to start planning.  
Learn what steps you need to take now.

Join us for a College Planning Information Session 
Thursday, March 12 • 6 p.m.
Saturday, April 18 • 10 a.m.
Saturday, June 13 • 10 a.m.

To register for an Information Session  
go to www.rrhec.txstate.edu/cpis.

Texas State University-San Marcos is an equal opportunity  
educational institution. 

A m
em

ber of The Texas State University System

SAVE
$200
Through March 31
Restrictions Apply

Wolf Ranch Town Center
1019 W. University Avenue, Ste. 301

512.868.2777

W. University Ave.

I-35 N
265

Exit 261 off  of IH-35 in Georgetown’s Wolf Ranch town center between Kohl’s and Best Buy.

Up to Puppies, Exotic Birds & Small 
Animals, Bengal Cats & Reptiles

Puppies starting at $288.88
60

Any puppy or exotic large bird
We have Cockatoos, African Greys, etc.

$100 off 
Must present coupon. Cannot be combined with any 

other off er. Must be presented at time of purchase.
Expires 3/12/09
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Appraisal district
Homeowners who believe their properties have 
been unfairly or incorrectly evaluated have the right 
to file a protest with the appraisal district. Disputes 
can be settled informally or, if necessary, at full-
scale review hearings.

Step 1› Before filing an official protest, homeowners 
can discuss their cases informally at the appraisal 
office. Appraisers have the authority to adjust a 
home’s taxable value, and in several cases they have 
made changes based on information gathered from 
documents such as closing papers, deeds, engineer’s 
reports and home sales reports.  
 
Step 2› If a property owner disagrees with the 
appraiser’s decision at the conclusion of the informal 
meeting, he or she can file a written protest and 

request to appear before the Appraisal Review Board. 
Protest forms are mailed with appraisal notice packets 
in April and must be filed by June 1 or within 30 days 
of receiving the notice, whichever is later.

Step 3› Upon receiving a protest notice, the district 
assigns an ARB hearing date. Homeowners have the 
right to review the documentation WCAD consulted 
in calculating the home value. The board examines 
evidence presented by the homeowner and rules on 
whether the appraised value should be adjusted.

Step 4› Residents can appeal ARB decisions to a 
district court or resolve them through binding third-
party arbitration.

How to dispute a property appraisal

Texas’ 10 percent appraisal cap currently applies only to houses 
inhabited by their owners, but two bills filed Feb. 2 at the Texas House 
of Representatives could expand the law to cover business property.

Rep. Bill Callegari, R-Katy, introduced House Bill 979 and Joint 
Resolution 49 in response to steadily increasing property taxes among 
businesses in recent years. Without a cap, a business’s appraised value 
could increase well beyond 10 percent each year. 

Callegari’s legislation amends the original appraisal 
cap policy to replace references 
to “residence homesteads” with 

the more inclusive 
term “real property.” 
Most of the remaining 
language is 
unchanged.

Rep. Dan Gattis, R-Georgetown, said that applying the appraisal cap 
solely to homesteads might appear to benefit homeowners, but it has 
several unseen consequences for the local economy. 

“If businesses’ tax goes up tremendously, we pay for it because of 
lower employment, higher prices of goods and services, and they don’t 
expand when they could because they’re paying higher taxes,” he said. 

Gattis said the current system also potentially allows appraisers to 
squeeze more taxes out of businesses.

“As you limit the amount that homes go up and you don’t limit the 
businesses, you put an incentive for tax entities and appraisal districts 
to go look really hard at businesses, because they can get as much out 
of them as possible,” he said.

The measures are up for consideration until the legislative session 
closes this summer. If adopted by the legislature and approved by voters 
in the November election, the bills would take effect Jan. 1, 2010.

Comment and find links to related stories at
more.impactnews.com/3232

Legislature considers business appraisal caps

Georgetown
Average residential property taxable 
value, after exemptions: $193,263
Average property tax burden per 
homeowner: $4,086.62

Hutto
Average residential property taxable 
value, after exemptions: $137,034
Average property tax burden per 
homeowner: $3,456.65

Taylor
Average residential property taxable 
value, after exemptions: $89,825
Average property tax burden per 
homeowner: $2,208.19

Average property 
tax bill

upgrades as soon as they visit 
the property. 
Property value to property tax

WCAD analysts compute the 
total taxable value for each area, 
and local taxing authorities — 
including city governments, 
school districts and public utility 
providers — use the information to 
calculate their respective tax rates 
for the coming year. 

“They make their decisions on 
what kind of tax rate they need 
based on the values that they’ve 
got to handle their budget,” said 
Joe Pondrom, chief deputy tax 
assessor-collector for William-
son County. 

The assessor-collector’s office 
gathers tax rates and property in-
formation from each district and 
then bills residents accordingly.

Cities use property tax revenues 
to fund public services, such as 
police, parks and recreation, and 
community development.
Appraisal caps

Increases in home values gen-
erally lead to rising tax bills, but 
Texas law limits the amount that 
a house’s taxable value can grow 
from one year to the next. 

Under the state’s 10 percent ap-
praisal cap policy, even if a home’s 
actual market value goes up by 
more than 10 percent from one 
year to the next, the homeowner 
will not have to pay taxes on any 
increase beyond that amount. For 
example, if a home was valued at 
$100,000 in 2008, its owner could 
not be taxed for more than $110,000 
on the same house in 2009 — even 
if WCAD determines it could have 
sold for $120,000. 

The cap, which covers a tax-
payer’s primary residence, is not 
automatically applied. The owner 
must fill out a free homestead ex-
emption application, available on-
line or at the WCAD office.

Williamson County residents 
have mixed opinions on appraisal 
caps. Taxpayers benefit by avoiding 
sharp increases in annual tax pay-
ments, but some local governments 
believe the caps limit the funds a 
city takes in each year. 

“We’re unable to collect on po-
tential property tax, which really 
impacts the level of services we’re 
able to provide,” said Micah Grau, 
a budget and special project coor-
dinator with the City of Hutto’s fi-
nance department. “Because of the 
way the tax system is set up, every 
piece of property should pay fair 
value, and you end up with dispari-
ties in the tax level when you have 
the appraisal caps.”
Outlook for 2009

Grau said there is no clear way 
to predict this year’s home values, 
but he expects Hutto’s tax rate to 
remain fairly steady. Hutto, like 
many cities in Williamson Coun-
ty, has experienced a population 
boom in recent years, resulting in 
a larger tax base and more money 
rolling into the city’s general fund. 
But with complicating factors, such 
as the sluggish real estate market 
and the arrival of high-end hous-
ing developments in the area, the 
outlook for this year’s property val-
ues remains uncertain.

Source: Williamson County Appraisal District

Enjoying lunch with over 159 of your newest friends and business associates on the second Tuesday of every month.

Join the Georgetown Chamber of Commerce and grow  with us!

Call a team member below – become Reason No. 160 today.

100 STADIUM DRIVE
930-3535

www.georgetownchamber.org

If you need a reason to join, we have over 159 
of them that gather to meet and greet at the 
Business Network Lunch every month. It’s 
just one of over nine opportunities to network 
and grow your business relationships every 
month as a chamber member.

Be on the lookout! Four teams of go-getters 
are signing up new members all over town. 
At over 1,100 members, we are the second 
largest Chamber in Central Texas! Amazingly, 
we remain a lot like family – helping each 
other grow. Find out more!

Team MAC Bill McEntire | 931.2710 (Captain)

Ty Gipson | 930.2211Gary R. Brown, CPA | 930.3003
Martha Sparkman | 930.9900
Karin Truxillo | 966.0166

Linda Morrison | 508.4737
Kathy Kerr | 657.0601

Lori Anderson | 863.2567
Rochelle Hall | 863.4694
Jesse Hebert | 931.2710

George Lourigan | 931.2300
Karen McKinney | 630.7146
Mike Montgomery | 931.2300

Team CHA-CHING Marcy Urban | 413-5842 (Captain) Team NO EXCUSES Suzie Gabriel | 635-1197 (Captain) Team GBN Jacque Smith | 914-9029 (Captain) 

Anna Cornett | 966.0937
Rusty Justus | 868.5101
Billy Kurtz | 417.1780

Hector Martinez | 931.2260
Bill Schubert | 931.0303



impactnews.com   February  2009  |  27  

               
             Leander Rd.

Looking For An Easy Way To Switch
To Health Coverage That’s Right For You?

{Look No More.}

Medical1 And Prescription Drug Plans2 For People On Medicare Because Of Age And/Or Disability

Switching To SeniorCare Is Simple.
Just give us your information, find out if you’re approved and pay your affordable premium.

That’s all it takes to get the friendliest coverage in the state of Texas.

Choose From Three Medical Plans And Three Drug Plans.
All SeniorCare plans — medical and prescription — enhance your Medicare coverage,

helping you to afford the care and prescriptions you need. With so many options, you can find
the combination of plans that’s right for you and your budget.

Straightforward And Easy.
With no unexpected surprises, no hidden costs and virtually no complicated paperwork,

there’s no easier way to get affordable, comprehensive coverage.

Call 1-800-758-3012 Or TTY1-254-724-2832
For Your FREE SeniorCare Brochure!

H4564

�

�

Monday – Friday • 8 am – 5 pm
1A state-certified and Medicare-approved Health Maintenance Organization.
Anyone with Medicare may apply.
2SeniorCare Rx is separate coverage available at an additional cost.

H4564_SCRXADREV_1_1008

w w w . s w h p . o r g

Find Out Now
About
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Residential Real Estate A Realtor’s perspective

Less than $100,000
$100,000-$149,900
$150,000-$199,900
$200,000-$299,900
$300,000-$399,900
$400,000-$499,900
$500,000-$749,900
$750,000-$999,900
$1 million + 

6
77

104
160
84
53
63
13
14

28
70
77
51
55
75
81

116
107

$200,174
$232,670
$235,737
$220,249
$267,820
$218,189
$225,758
$219,535
$227,306

$160,780
$135,737
$149,538
$133,143
$141,644
$152,839
$144,343
$145,570
$153,483

$93,667
$139,941
$177,500
$83,167

$143,417
$112,584
$126,765
$111,747
$137,393

92
94

118
118
138
163
133
151
106

3
83
46
22
10
3
4
1
-

19
18
27
30
31
36
38
37
43

42
89
74

101
120
124
104
144

-

Price range No. of homes for sale Avg. days on market

21
30
13
11
-
-
-
-
-

9
17
4
3
6

13
18
19
15

88
91

101
148

-
-
-
-
-

Jan. 2009
Jan. 2008
Dec. 2008
Nov. 2008
Oct. 2008
Sept. 2008
Aug. 2008
July 2008
June 2008

Month  

On the market  (January 1-31) Monthly home sales

Georgetown Georgetown GeorgetownGeorgetownHutto Hutto HuttoHuttoTaylor Taylor TaylorTaylor
No. of sales Average price

Market Data provided by Nicole Boynton
Sky Realty  |  289-4663  |  nicole@austintxrealestateagent.com

Residential Real Estate Market Data

by Mike Freeman
It’s a buyer’s market. And not a bad time 

to sell either.
If you spend much time watching 

television or reading the newspaper lately, 
you would think that there was no hope 
of getting a loan to buy a home or that it 
was a bad time to sell a home. This is not 
necessarily the case. 

Home loans are currently available in 
all shapes and sizes, interest rates are as 
low as they have ever been and there has 
not been a better time in recent memory 
to buy a home. As a Realtor, I receive calls 
every day from my mortgage providers let-
ting me know how low rates are, that they 
have plenty of money to lend to qualified 
buyers and that qualifying might not be as 
hard as you think.

Real estate agents should provide 
clients a list of several reputable mortgage 
providers to get the application process 
started. It is best when you are looking for 
a new home to get qualified and, even bet-
ter, pre-approved before beginning your 
search. This enables you to act quickly 
and to place an offer if you find the home 
you want. 

Frequently asked questions

Do I have to have perfect credit to buy 
a home?

No. However, you do have to show recent 
good credit and the ability to pay. 

Do I have to have 20 percent down to 
buy a home? 

The FHA down payment requirement is 
3 1 ⁄2 percent, and there are some zero-
down programs available, such as VA and 
USDA loans.

Should I wait until prices go back up to 
sell my house, so I can buy a new one? 

Many homeowners are not selling their 
homes to buy a new one because they want 
to wait until prices go back up again. The 
problem with this thinking is that while 
you are waiting for the value of your home 
to go up, the value of the one you are 
thinking about buying is going up too, so 
most of the time you end up breaking even.

Do I need a real estate agent to 
purchase a new home? 

You don’t need one, but it is recom-
mended. While most of the sales repre-
sentatives that represent the new home-
builders are good, honest people, they are 
there to represent one person: the builder. 
A real estate agent many times can help 
you negotiate a better price, more op-
tions and a better lot and can also help 

you with the process of selecting the best 
builder for you. They will represent your 
best interest.

Prices are great, the selection is good 
and this is a great time to buy a home.

Home loans 
still available

Article provided by Mike Freeman
Century 21 Westbank Summit

694-9769
mike@freemancentury21.com
www.freemancentury21.com

Some basic requirements  
to qualify for a home loan:

Two years of steady employment, •	
preferably with the same employer 
or similar line of work

College degree and working in your •	
degree field

Last two years of income should be •	
the same or increasing

Credit report should have less than •	
two, 30-day late payments in the 
last two years

Bankruptcies must be at least two •	
years old, with good credit since

Foreclosures must be at least three •	
years old, with good credit since

FREE Home Protection Warranty
up to $400 value

Sun City Times is

Look for it online 
      this spring...

going GREEN!
Loo
          t

g

better than EVER...

www.teamJantzen.com | 512.818.8181
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Residential Real Estate Neighborhoods at a glance

Legends of Hutto  Hutto – 78634

Thornwood Drive / Northwest Boulevard area  Georgetown – 78628 

Featured homes

Featured homes

4 103 Huerrera Trail
5 Br / 3 Ba | 1,986 sq. ft.
ERA Colonial Real Estate

$168,900
868-0403

1 104 Thornwood Drive
3 Br / 2 Ba | 2,243 sq. ft.
Agents: Suzie Gabriel and Kari Christ

$200,000
930-7355

6 227 Holman Path
5 Br / 3 Ba. | 2,826 sq. ft.
T.I.P. Inc.

$165,000
495-9400

2 120 Thornwood Drive
3 Br / 2 Ba | 2,394 sq. ft.
Agent: Tracy Jacobs

$239,900
694-7713

5 211 Legends of Hutto Trail
3 Br / 2 Ba | 1,648 sq. ft.
Agent: Jeanie Carter

$1,095/month
281-773-1055

7 408 Blackman Trail
5 Br / 2 Ba | 2,826 sq. ft.
Agent: Gregory Mouton

$215,000
736-8754

3 898 Hedgewood Drive
4 Br / 2 Ba | 2,451 sq. ft.
Agent: Mike Luscier

$220,000
413-4965 Emerald Springs Park

•	Convenient	access	to	FM1660	and	Hwy.	79
•	Several	schools	are	within	walking	distance
•	Active	homeowners	association

Schools
Hutto and Ray elementary schools•	
Hutto Middle School•	
Hutto High School•	

•	Several	schools	within	walking	distance
•	Close	to	Emerald	Springs	Park
•	Convenient	access	to	Williams	Drive

Schools
Frost and McCoy elementary schools•	
Benold Middle School•	
Georgetown Ninth Grade Center•	
Georgetown High School•	
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If you are a broker/agent, builder or property owner and would like to have your residential and/or commercial properties listed in our real estate section at no cost, please send an e-mail 
to realestate@impactnews.com requesting a submission form. All listings received will be considered for publication in one or more editions of Community Impact Newspaper.

Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this listing, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property's agent/seller for the most current and reliable information.

78626 Georgetown Chisholm Park 1011 Drovers Cove  3br/2ba 1,039 $129,000 Debbie Fontenette Keller Williams Realty  656-5757
78626 Georgetown Clamps Addition 602 E. Eighth St. 3br/2ba 2,004 $180,000  Mary Jo Schoppa Lackey Real Estate 864-4535
78626 Georgetown Historic District 1003 16th St. 4br/3ba 2,600 $399,900 Nancy Knight Lone Star Properties 818-4892
78626 Georgetown Historic District 1708 Olive 4br/2.5ba 1,878 $285,000 Nancy Knight Lone Star Properties 818-4892
78626 Georgetown Historic District 1802 McCoy 4br/3ba 2,250 $325,000 Nancy Knight Lone Star Properties 818-4892
78626 Georgetown Historic District 1610 George 3br/3ba 2,354 $329,900 Nancy Knight Lone Star Properties 818-4892
78626 Georgetown Historic District 1243 Main 4br/3ba 3,332 $537,500 Nancy Knight Lone Star Properties 818-4892
78626 Georgetown Old Town 502 S. Pine St. 3br/2ba 2,154 $149,900 Steven Simmons Century 21 Excel Realty 733-9032
78626 Georgetown Sparks Add 2006 S. Main St. 3br/2ba 1,500 $299,900 Stephanie Lawton, Owner-Agent Sellstate Summit Realty 848-2503
78626 Georgetown Summer Crest 2407 Candle Ridge Trail 4br/2.5ba 2,384 $169,900  Moreland Properties Moreland Properties 635-0855
78626 Georgetown Summercrest 2333 Rock Ledge 4br/2.5ba 2,329 $189,900 Nancy Knight Lone Star Properties 818-4892
78626 Georgetown University Park 2203 Kuykendall 3br/2ba 1,981 $172,900 Jim McLendon Lackey Real Estate 930-8733
78626 Georgetown Villages of Berry Creek 30115 Bumble Bee Drive 4br/3ba 2,530 $204,620  Bruce Jones Taylor Morrison 763-1212
78626 Georgetown Western Hills Estates 401 Western Hill Drive 4br/3.5ba 4,025 / 32 acres $999,000  Linda Morrison & Celeste Lovelace Urban Homes & Land 508-4737
78628 Georgetown Berry Creek 121 Liscio Loop 5br/5.5ba 4,393 $425,000 Jeff Clawson Texas Discount Realty 695-2425
78628 Georgetown Berry Creek Country Club 451 Logan Ranch 5br/3ba 3,119 $250,000 N/A Keller Williams Realty 964-3010
78628 Georgetown Cimarron Hills 200 Goodnight Drive 4br/5ba 5,223 $1,295,000  Marie Reed Cimarron Hills Realty 763-1800
78628 Georgetown Cimarron Hills 404 Indigo Lane 4br/3ba 2,920 $765,000  Marie Reed Cimarron Hills Realty 763-1800
78628 Georgetown Cimarron Hills 712 Cimarron Hills Trail 4br/3.5ba 4,104 $1,175,000 Marie Reed Cimarron Hills Realty 763-1800
78628 Georgetown Gabriels Overlook 111 Park Place 4br/3.5ba 3,300 $380,000 The Christ and Gabriel Team Sellstate Summit Realty 930-7355
78628 Georgetown Logan Plateau 113 Laverne Terrace 3br/2.5ba 2,660 $429,900 Annette Wilson RE/MAX Centx Associates 784-8690
78628 Georgetown Logan Plateau Estates 234 Logan 4br/4.5ba 4,065 $585,000  Silverstone Custom Homes Keller Williams Realty 964-3010
78628 Georgetown PARKSIDE at Mayfield Ranch 440 Atlanta Park Drive 5br/4ba 3,310 $374,990 Lennar Homes N/A 528-1600
78628 Georgetown PARKSIDE at Mayfield Ranch 204 Choke Canyon Lane 5br/4ba 3,310 $369,990 Lennar Homes N/A 528-1600
78628 Georgetown PARKSIDE at Mayfield Ranch 205 Choke Canyon Lane 4br/3.5ba 2,880 $308,990 Lennar Homes N/A 528-1600
78628 Georgetown Reata Trails 918 Hedgewood 3br/2ba 1,867 $224,900  The Christ and Gabriel Team Sellstate Summit Realty 930-7355
78628 Georgetown Reata Trails 104 Thornwood Road 4br/2.5ba 2,234 $214,900 The Christ and Gabriel Team Sellstate Summit Realty 930-7355
78628 Georgetown River Chase 111 River Chase 3br/2.5ba 3,178 $550,000 Don Hemingway Crystal Falls Realty 789-3356
78628 Georgetown River Chase 308 River Chase Court 4br/3ba 5,052 $959,000  Steve McVean IF Realty 785-3553
78628 Georgetown San Gabriel Heights 106 Ridge Oak 3br/2ba 1,674 $149,500  Mary Jo Schoppa Lackey Real Estate 864-4535
78628 Georgetown Serenada East 4301 E. Cordoba Circle 5br/3.5ba 3,052 $269,900  Annette Wilson RE/MAX Centx Associates 784-8690
78628 Georgetown Serenada West 4212 Val Verde 4br/2.5ba 2,306 $205,000 Wendy Power, Agent Keller Williams 632-8533
78628 Georgetown Sierra Vista 313 Susana Drive 4br/3ba 2,077 $178,000 Annette Wilson RE/MAX Centx Associates 784-8690
78628 Georgetown Sierra Vista 107 Tamara Court 3br/2.5ba 1,882 $164,999 The Christ and Gabriel Team Sellstate Summit Realty 930-7355
78633 Georgetown 5 acres Eaves B 550 CR 234 3br/2ba 2,072 $142,500 Mitchell Gunter RE/MAX Round Rock 560-1333
78633 Georgetown Estates of Westlake 131 Portafino Lane 4br/4ba 3,898 $650,000 Annette Wilson RE/MAX Centx Associates 784-8690
78633 Georgetown Fountainwood Estates 2011 Fountainwood Drive 4br/2ba 2,387 $294,900  The Christ and Gabriel Team Sellstate Summit Realty 930-7355
78633 Georgetown Fountainwood Estates 206 Liz Lane 4br/2.5ba 2,700 $279,000 The Christ and Gabriel Team Sellstate Summit Realty 930-7355
78633 Georgetown Indian Springs 1700 Indian Springs Road 3br/2ba 1,890 $425,000  Annette Wilson RE/MAX Centx Associates 784-8690
78633 Georgetown Olde Oak Estates 205 Olde Oak Drive 4br/3ba 2,639 $350,000  George DeVillar JB Goodwin Realtors 639-0258
78633 Georgetown Shady Oaks Estates 500 Buena Vista Drive 4br/3ba 3,540 $499,995  George DeVillar JB Goodwin Realtors 639-0258
78633 Georgetown Shell Ranch 300 Westbury Lane 6br/4ba 3,537 $334,900 Annette Wilson RE/MAX Centx Associates 784-8690
78633 Georgetown Sun City 106 Honey Creek 4br/2.5ba 1,397 $139,900 Nancy Knight Lone Star Properties 818-4892
78633 Georgetown Sun City 156 Whispering Wind 2br/2ba 1,310 $150,000 Sherri Revier ERA Colonial Real Estate 769-6000
78633 Georgetown Sun City 103 Whitewing Way 2br/2ba 1,085 $135,900 Sherri Revier ERA Colonial Real Estate 769-6000
78633 Georgetown Sun City 104 Purple Sage 2br/2ba 1,370 $158,900 Sherri Revier ERA Colonial Real Estate 769-6000
78633 Georgetown Sun City 119 Bright Leaf 2br/2ba 1,465 $169,000 Sherri Revier ERA Colonial Real Estate 769-6000
78633 Georgetown Tuscany Villas 100 Tuscany 4br/2.5ba 3,628 $750,000 Nancy Knight Lone Star Properties 818-4892
78633 Georgetown Twin Springs 216 Landons Way 4br/2.5ba 3,880 $399,000  Cheryl Tucker Best Agents In Texas 705-9010
78633 Georgetown Twin Springs 225 Landons Way 4br/2.5ba 3,543 $389,900 The Christ and Gabriel Team Sellstate Summit Realty 930-7355
78633 Georgetown Walnut Springs 120 Layton Way 4br/3ba 2,875 $399,000 Linda Graves Coldwell Banker United Realtors 784-3942
78633 Georgetown Westlake of the Woods 206 Goldridge Drive 4br/3.5ba 4,236 $629,000 Annette Wilson RE/MAX Centx Associates 784-8690
78633 Georgetown Woodland Park 121 Canyon Oak Loop 4br/4ba 4,108 $529,900  The Christ and Gabriel Team Sellstate Summit Realty 930-7355
78634 Hutto Brushy Creek 117 Quail Hollow Drive 3br/2ba 1,200 $109,900 Shane Polach Terra Properties, Inc. 415-2386
78634 Hutto Emory Farms 1020 Emory Fields Cove 4br/2.5ba 3,200 $210,833  Glen Sanford Gehan Homes 917-3030
78634 Hutto Heritage on San Gabriel 441 Heritage Loop 5br/3.5ba 3,968 $445,000  Roger Cheatham Roger Cheatham, Broker 576-9148
78634 Hutto Hutto 1060 Haybarn Lane 3br/2ba 2,924 $204,900  Steven Simmons Century 21 Excel Realty 733-9032
78634 Hutto Legends of Hutto 221 Hanstrom 4br/2ba 2,356 $139,900 Agent Allen Shipman 659-5505
76574 Taylor A Y S 5401 CR 404 3br/2.5ba   1,494 $199,500 Art Baisley Brasfield Real Estate 365-6500
76574 Taylor Bohlls 1015 Kirk St. 2br/1ba 1,088 $89,500  Linda Morrison & Celeste Lovelace Urban Homes & Land 508-4737
76574 Taylor Bull Branch 2806 Monika Lane 3br/2ba 1,485 $124,900 Donna Brasfield, GRI Brasfield Real Estate 365-6500
76574 Taylor Burns 1300 Burns Blvd. 2br/2ba 1,612 $140,000 Linda Morrison & Celeste Lovelace Urban Homes & Land 508-4737
76574 Taylor Clearfield 409 Oscar St. 2br/1ba 950 $69,000  Shane Polach Terra Properties, Inc. 415-2386
76574 Taylor Country 3713 Old Georgetown Road 4br/2ba 4,290 $275,000 Shane Polach Terra Properties, Inc. 415-2386
76574 Taylor Dahlberg 501 Pintail Lane 3br/2ba 1,430 $116,900  Shane Polach Terra Properties, Inc. 415-2386
76574 Taylor Dickson 1007 Talbot St. 3br/2ba 1,350 $118,000 Shane Polach Terra Properties, Inc. 415-2386
76574 Taylor Doak Add 1403 W. Seventh St.  3br/1ba 1,096 $99,000 Donna Brasfield, GRI Brasfield Real Estate 365-6500
76574 Taylor Hague Heights 1120 W. Lake Drive  4br/3.5 ba   3,048 $169,000 Donna Brasfield, GRI Brasfield Real Estate 365-6500
76574 Taylor Hidden Meadows 2209 Lark Lane 3br/2ba 1,810 $164,900  Janette Polach Terra Properties, Inc. 422-5450
76574 Taylor John M. Cuba 1309 Willow Brook Trail 3br/2ba  2,336 $225,000 Donna Brasfield, GRI Brasfield Real Estate 365-6500
76574 Taylor John M. Cuba 4402 Timbercrest 3br/2ba 2,115 $207,900  Janette Polach Terra Properties, Inc. 422-5450
76574 Taylor John M. Cuba 1303 Cypress Trail 3br/2ba 2,054 $197,900 Janette Polach Terra Properties, Inc. 422-550
76574 Taylor North Drive 2203 Lathan Lane 3br/2ba 1,958 $164,900 Janette Polach Terra Properties, Inc. 422-5450
76574 Taylor North Park Estate 1000 Yellowstone Drive 5br/3.5 ba 5,470 $239,594 Donna Brasfield, GRI Brasfield Real Estate 365-6500
76574 Taylor Sefcik 2004 Kent St. 4br/2ba 1,950 $105,000  Shane Polach Terra Properties, Inc. 415-2386
76574 Taylor Williams W. R  1417 Sloan St.  2br/1ba 1,464 $135,000 Donna Brasfield, GRI Brasfield Real Estate 365-6500
76574 Taylor Zarza P Survey 7025 FM 1331 3br/3Ba 3,361 $380,000 Donna Brasfield, GRI Brasfield Real Estate 365-6500
76574 Taylor Zieschang 202 Hosack 3br/2ba 1,836 $87,900 Janette Polach Terra Properties, Inc. 422-5450w

205 Olde Oak Drive, Georgetown $350,000

313 Susana Drive, Georgetown $178,000

1007 Talbot St., Taylor $118,000

1610 George, Georgetown $329,900

441 Heritage Loop, Hutto  $445,000

104 Thornwood Road, Georgetown $214,900

2209 Lark Lane, Taylor $164,900

Residential Real Estate Property Listings
Georgetown, Hutto and Taylor ZIP code guide
ZIP code City Subdivision Address Bed/B ath Sq. Ft. Price Agent Agency Phone

For more residential real estate listings, visit more.impactnews.com/3214

78626 East Georgetown
78628 West Georgetown
78633 NW / Lake Georgetown area
78634 Hutto 
76574 Taylor


