
PRSRT STD
US POSTAGE PAID

COMMUNITY IMPACT
PERMIT NO. 411

78626

Local Savings Guide begins page 33w w w . i m p a c t n e w s . c o m n o v e m b e r  2008  |  v o l u m e  2,  i s s u e  4

Neighborhood Dining
Down the Alley Bistro
Page 14 

in
s
id

e

Corporate Partner 

Historical Impact
Dan Moody
Page 20 

Business Profile
Brett Industries
Page 8

Community Icon
David Hays
Page 24

Capitol News
Texas Legislature
Page 19

Daniel Brett, owner
of Brett Industries

Printed on
recycled paper

by beth Wade

CONTINUED ON |12

Incentives become hot topic
Cities make economic development deals 
to draw new industry, aid retention 

Economic development incentives became a controver-
sial topic after residents and small business owners voiced 
concerns with the City of Austin granting incentives to The 
Domain mixed-use retail development.

Incentives are a development tool that many economic 
development professionals say are a fact of doing business 
and help get new businesses to locate and stay here; however, 
not all businesses are brought by monetary incentives.

When Hutto’s Holiday Inn Express, 323 Ed Schmidt 
Blvd., opened in September, the city got its first hotel and 
did not have to use an incentives package to do so.  

Variables in Hutto, such as Toll 130; the city’s close prox-
imity to Old Settlers Park in Round Rock, which hosts 
amateur sporting events throughout the year; and Triple 
Crown Dog Academy in Hutto, a large dog training facility, 
were enough to spark the hotel chain’s interest, said Scott 
Martinez, Hutto Economic Development Corporation ex-
ecutive director.

Hutto can offer a variety of incentives through its eco-
nomic development corporation and the city itself. 

The city has completed a deal with Atlantic Coast Devel-
opers to build a 466-acre development — The Crossings of 
Carmel Creek — on the corner of Toll 130 and Hwy. 79 that 
include sales tax and hotel occupancy tax rebates. 

 When voters in Hutto approved its 4A sales tax in 1997, 
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by beth Wade

Local  bankers say business as usual

In the midst of the national financial fall-
out, community banks are generally doing 
well, especially in Central Texas, where lo-
cal banking executives said the banks have 
not been affected as significantly as the rest 
of the nation. 

“The only thing that we have noticed is 
just the area in general has slowed down 
as far as the development of new projects,” 
said Barry Haag, president of First Texas 
Bank of Georgetown. “We haven’t had any 
negative financial impact on our bank.”

Story highlightS

• national financial crisis not affecting 
central texas like rest of country
• money still available for loans at some 
community banks

Endurance
Central Texas banks and credit unions 

have avoided problems arising from the na-
tional credit crisis because most were not 
involved in subprime lending — the high-
risk practice of loaning money at high in-
terest rates to individuals with poor credit 
— that caused national banks to struggle in 
recent months.

“Extraco didn’t make any subprime 
loans. I should also say that goes for most 
of the community banks in Texas,” Mike 
Thompson, Extraco Banks president and 
CEO, said. “We made loans to the folks 
that you see 
at the little 
league fields, 
at the Fri-

they created the economic development corporation. 
While some cities voted for and limited 4B funds to be 
used for specific types of projects such as transportation, 
Hutto’s 4A sales tax allows the city flexibility to offer incen-
tives to businesses.

“Hutto funded the economic development corporation 
with our [half-cent sales tax], so we have a constant reve-
nue stream that is growing as we get more retailers online,” 

4A Sales Tax Corporation
Grants economic development funds leading to the creation or retention of 
primary jobs and/or provision of significant capital investment which 
benefits the community of Georgetown • Approved by voters in May 2005 • 
Funded by 0.125 percent sales tax • Generated approximately $900,000 in 2007-
2008 • Executive Director Mark Thomas

Meets on the third Monday of the month at 2 p.m. at the city council chambers 

Board of directors: Rick Smith, president • Pat Berryman, vice president •
Ben Oliver, secretary • Ron Shelly • Dale Ross 

Georgetown Economic Development 
614 Main St. • 930-8475

4A Sales Tax Corporation 
Focuses on creating primary manufacturing/industrial type jobs in a variety 
of industries and working to attract and retain businesses •
Approved by voters in 1997 • Funded by 0.5 percent sales tax •
Generated $481,309 in 2007-2008 • Executive Director Scott Martinez

Meets on the third Tuesday of the month at 7 p.m. at the EDC offices

Seven member board of directors: Mario Perez, president • Jonas Miller, vice 
president  • Jason Wirth, secretary • Scott Heselmeyer, treasurer • Anne Cano • 
Joshua Lake • Stan Briggs

Hutto Economic Development Corporation 
321 Ed Schmidt Blvd., Ste. 200 • 759-2806

Taylor Economic Development Corporation
316 N. Main St. • 352-4325

4A Sales Tax Corporation
Attracts new and aids existing primary job industries, such as manufacturing 
and industrial, by allocating funds for businesses based on the investment and 
employment opportunities • Approved by voters in 1993 •
Funded by 0.5 percent sales tax • Generated $1,034,517 in 2007-2008 •
President and CEO Jason Ford 

Meets the third Wednesday of each month at 4:30 p.m. at the EDC offices

Board of directors: William Maxwell, chair • Christine Lopez, vice chair •
Rod Hortenstine, treasurer • Johnnie Mikeska • Nancy Tyson

Amounts owed

New credit

35%

30%

15%

10%

10%

Payment history

Length of 
credit history

Types of credit used

How a credit score is determined The Fair Isaac Corporation, or FICO, established credit risk scoring 
in the 1960s. FICO ratings are now considered the industry 
standard for lenders. A FICO score is composed of various data 
types in an individual’s credit report. The information consists 
of five categories, each having a different weight on individual 
scores. FICO scores range from 300 to 850: The higher the 
number, the better the score.
Payment history - 35 %
    • Payment information on accounts (credit cards and loans)
    • Adverse public records, like bankruptcy, and past-due items
    • Amount past due on accounts and length of delinquency
    • Number of past-due items and accounts paid as agreed
Amounts owed - 30 %
    • Amount owed on all accounts and on specific accounts
    • Number of accounts with balances
    • Amount owed compared to credit limit on certain accounts
Length of credit history - 15 %
    • Time since accounts opened and since last account activity
New credit - 10 %
    • Number and proportion of recently opened accounts 
    • Number of credit checks and time since credit inquiry
    • Established positive credit history after payment problems
Types of credit used - 10 %
    • Different types of accounts, including credit cards,  
      retail accounts, installment loans and mortgages

Credit scores
Credit scores are available from three nationwide consumer 
credit reporting companies — Equifax, Experian and 
TransUnion. For a free credit report each year, visit 
www.annualcreditreport.com. Source: www.myfico.com

www.impactnews.com
to comment and find links
to related websites, visit 
more.impactnews.com/2546

4B Sales Tax Corporation
Georgetown Transportation Enhancement Corporation
Promotes economic and community development by paying for streets, 
drainage and other related transportation system improvements, including 
payment of maintenance and operating expenses • Approved by voters in 2000 •
Funded by 0.5 percent sales tax • Generates $2,200,000 annually •
Executive Director Mark Thomas 

Meets the third Wednesday of each month at 2 p.m. at the Georgetown 
Municipal Complex, 300 Industrial Ave. 

Board of directors: Gabe Sansing, president • Ben Oliver, vice president •
Ray Armour, secretary • Henry Boecker • Ricki Salazar • Bill Sattler • Dale Ross 
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 She went immediately to 
the certified Chest Pain Center at St. David’s Georgetown Hospital emergency room. Doctor’s quickly identified the problem and  
stabilized Jean. She remained overnight and, thanks to the quick work of the staff and doctors, was able to go home the next day.

Quick response and cutting-edge treatment are the hallmarks of our emergency room services. We have the only ER in Georgetown with 
a certified Chest Pain Center plus new equipment and innovative technology mean patient care that’s second to none. So when seconds 
count, count on St. David’s Georgetown Hospital.

Just ask Jean Steadman.

STDAVIDS.COM
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People who know me and my sleeping 
habits often use the term “night owl.” Some-
where between 9 and 10 p.m. I seem to get 
going. It’s also about the time my wife rolls 
her eyes, kisses me good night and goes to 
bed like most normal people.

During one of my late nights a few weeks 
ago I watched Charlie Rose interview Ted 
Forstmann, an attorney and accomplished 
businessman. As current chairman and 
CEO of media and sports giant IMG, Forst-
mann’s business experience spans almost 
three decades. The topic of the night was 
the banking industry and how our current 
economic situation came to be. 

One of Forstmann’s more interesting 
observations was that many large invest-

ment banks stopped acting like banks in 
recent years and started acting like casinos; 
they had abandoned their traditional role 
of investing at the community level and had 
instead adopted extremely risky practices 
that were essentially “bets.” He said that, 
historically, bankers were people that 
wanted to make a profit, but also wanted 
to help grow businesses because a healthy 
community meant more long-term business 
for them. In contrast, bankers involved in 
subprime lending practices seemed to be 
less worried about families and business and 
more concerned about balance sheets.

In the midst of this mess, I have devel-
oped a new appreciation for local banks and 
credit unions. If companies like Lehman 
Brothers and Goldman Sachs had shown an 
interest in people and communities — in 
much the same way that small institutions 
do — I can’t help but wonder if this current 
situation would exist.
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Community Impact Newspaper is Central Texas’ fastest 
growing news organization. Since launching its first 
paper in Round Rock and Pflugerville in 2005, the mission 
of the company has been to provide useful information 
to the communities we serve. Now distributing to more 
than 375,000 homes and businesses in six markets, 
the papers’ commitment to local, unbiased reporting 
has become a recognized brand. At a time when print 
media are on the decline, Community Impact Newspaper 
has restructured an old product — the community 
newspaper — and turned it into an important tool by 
providing readers useful, informative news. 
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*Map not to scale

  

Georgetown
1  $3 million medical plaza

Developers will break ground Dec. 1 on 
phase one of the Austin Avenue Profes-
sional Plaza off of South Austin Avenue. 
At least nine Georgetown clinics and medi-
cal associations collaborated on the proj-
ect. Phase one will include a 100,000 sq. ft. 
three-story building. The second phase will 
be a 60,000 sq. ft. two-story building. Oc-
cupancy is expected by Spring 2010. Visit 
www.gtownplaza.com. 

2  Work out
Nationally certified trainers and free fitness 
coaching will be offered at Anytime Fit-
ness, opening in early December at 4112 
Williams Drive. The center will be open 
24 hours a day, seven days a week. Call 
863-9990 or visit club.anytimefitness.com/
clubs/hillcountrytx.

3  Independent living
Lisa Roberts opened Back to the Basics 
home care services Oct. 1 at 7600 W. Hwy. 
29, Ste. 8, providing nonmedical services 
including light housekeeping and medi-
cation reminders. Call 819-0022 or visit 
www.basicshomecare.com.

4  Curious about glass?
Curious Glass Shop and Gallery celebrat-
ed a grand opening in October. The shop, 
820 S. Austin Ave., sells glass art products 
and holds kiln-formed glass classes. Call 
863-8200.
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5  Partnership grows
Turnco Tool & Instrument Inc. joined the 
Texas Life-Sciences Collaboration Center, 
111 Cooperative Way, Ste. 200. TLCC 
hosts Texas A&M researchers and aids in 
commercializing some of the technology 
developed at the university. Visit 
www.texaslifesciences.com. 

Virtual assistance
WorkflowSOS opened in October to give 
small-business owners relief in areas of 
writing, editing, Spanish translation and 
newsletter and presentation creation. Call 
Jenel Looney at 876-6544 or e-mail 
jenel@hometowngeorgetown.com. 

6  Therapist added
Jarod Carter recently joined the Northstar 
Manual Therapy, 557 S. IH 35. A certified 
manual therapist, Carter holds a doctorate 
in physical therapy. Call 868-5488 or visit 
www.northstarmanualtherapy.com.

7  Crisis intervention
Bluebonnet Trails Community MHMR 
Center partnered with Williamson 
County and five area hospitals to open 
the new San Gabriel Crisis Center at 711 
N. College St. Individuals experiencing 
difficulty can admit themselves to the 
care of professionals. Call 255-1720 or 
visit www.bluebonnetmhmr.org.

8  Free computer repair
Chris Bryce of Super Computers, 605 W. 
Ridgewood Road, now offers free house 
call computer services for Georgetown 
residents. Bryce will depend on local 
businesses to sponsor this service through 
advertising. Call 869-8125 or visit 
www.superservice.com. 

9  Power expansion 
Located at 111 Halmar Cove, Texas 
Outdoor Power Equipment is expanding 
the business’s current 77,000 sq. ft. ware-
house by an additional 73,500 sq. ft. The 

expansion will be completed Jan. 1. The 
wholesale business distributes a variety of 
commercial lawn care equipment brands. 
Call 863-2998 or visit www.topequip.com.

10 Sushi rolls into town
Ichiban Sushi Buffet, 1103 Rivery Blvd., 
Ste. 210, is expected to open by Dec. 1. The 
restaurant, owned by Shan Shen Lin, will 
feature two sushi chefs, a sushi bar and a 
Chinese buffet. Call 972-937-0660. 

11 New auto service
Sun Auto Service will open its first Texas 
location this month at 1323 Rivery Blvd. 
Call 819-9200 or visit 
www.sunautoserviceusa.com. 

12 Automotive face lift 
Lansdale Automotive, 3629 Williams 
Drive, finished renovations and the instal-
lation of an Exxon station Nov. 7. The 
front 2,000 sq. ft. were converted into a 
convenience store. Call 869-1146.

13 Dady finds new home 
Dady Insurance Agency moved to a new 
location at 557 S. IH 35. Dady Insurance is 
an independent agency that offers cover-
age for home, commercial, car, health and 
life. Call 869-2002.

Bond update
Propositions one and two, authorizing 
the city to issue up to $81.5 million for 
roads, parks and recreation projects, were 
approved by voters Nov. 4. Visit 
www.georgetown.org.

Bus ride into town
CARTS will begin a pilot program to 
gauge interest in public transit Nov. 28 
through Nov. 30 with one bus route from 
Sun City to the Square. Alternate routes 
will run Dec. 1 through June. Fares are $1 
for adults, 50 cents for seniors, students, 
children and disabled individuals. Visit 
www.georgetown.org.
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 specializes 
in treating children 
from infancy through  
young adults. We 
want your child’s visit 
to the dentist to be a 
fun, educational and 
positive experience. 
Our goal is to provide 
your children with 
beautiful smiles, in a 
dental environment 
they love to visit.

*$25 Dental
Dollars

*with new patient visit of cleaning, 
x-rays & exam; no cash value
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News or questions about Georgetown, Hutto or Taylor? 
E-mail Teresa Pione at tpione@impactnews.com.

Calendar events must be submitted by the 22nd of the preceding month. Visit www.impactnews.com/calendar.

973

Hutto 
Flag service
The Lions Club offers a new service that 
entails placing a flag-holding mount on 
properties and delivering and removing 
flags for five annual holidays. The cost of a 
one-year lease is $40. Call 759-3731.

14 Treat your teeth
Dr. John McEntire opened the Hutto Pre-
mier Dentistry Nov. 6 at 123 Ed Schmidt 
Blvd., Ste. 100. Grand opening specials will 
be offered through the end of the year. Call 
846-2646 or visit 
www.huttopremierdentistry.com.

15 Paper company 
After 40 years in downtown Austin, Gulf 
Coast Paper Co. Inc. moved to 519 
Tradesman Park Drive. Office products and 
cleaning supplies are available in-store or 
online. Call 846-1199 or visit 
www.gulfcoastpaper.com. 

Excellence honored
The City of Hutto earned The Texas 
Municipal League’s 2008 Municipal 
Excellence Award in Communication in 
recognition of its 2008 annual report cal-
endar. The city was also given three awards 
from the Government Finance Officers 
Association for financial reporting and a 
budget presentation. Visit www.huttotx.gov.

Taylor
16 Hwy. 79 Bar and Grill
Expected to open in January at 3311 Hwy. 
79, the Hwy. 79 Bar and Grill sports bar 
will feature a lunch buffet, dinner, take-
out, and a disc jockey and dance floor after 
9 p.m. Call 352-8880.

17 Park your worries outside
A privately owned botanical park and dem-
onstration garden, Hummingbird Hill, 
1501 CR 448, is now open to the public. 
Call 290-0185 or visit
www.hummingbirdhilltexas.com. 

Farewell to city manager
After serving Taylor as city manager for 
10 years, Frank Salvato accepted the city 
administrator position with the City of Bee 
Cave. Jim Dunaway will be the interim city 
manager while city officials search for a 
permanent replacement. 

18 Powder coating
Carl Traveers of K&C Sandblasting 
expanded the company with a new 10,000 
sq. ft. building and powder coating service. 
K&C is located at 2561 S. Hwy. 95. Call 
554-1616 or visit www.thecityofaustin.
com/k-and-c-sandblasting-llc. 

19 Investor help nearby
Edward Jones office moved from 620 
Main St. to 107 W. Fourth St. under the 

leadership of Mark Thompson, financial 
adviser. Call 352-5225 or visit 
www.edwardjones.com.

20 Taylor Plaza updates
Mariachis de Jalisco opened Sept. 24 at 
3100 N. Main St., Ste. A4. Call 352-1700. 
Two other restaurants will open this month: 
Texas-style café Bar None Grill, suite B9, 
will offer burgers, onion rings and salads; 
next door in suite B8 the Taylor Pizza 
Kitchen will serve up lasagna and baked 
ziti. Call 247-8651. Giant Discount Ap-
pliances will open this month in suite 103. 
Visit www.giantapplicances.com. The Jack 
in the Box was also remodeled. 

21 Summer move
GSM Insurers relocated to 303 Main St. 
over the summer. Call 352-2000 or visit 
www.gsminsurors.com. 

22 Déjà vu
New consignment shop Déjà vu opened at 
117 E. Third St. Nov. 1. Call 352-6555.

23 Cornerstone on Fourth
Cornerstone Real Estate opened a new 
office at 105 W. Fourth St. Call 365-9548 or 
visit www.cornerstonerealestateonline.com. 

Bond update
Voters approved a $43 million bond 
package to build a new high school and 
repurpose the current school facilities. 
Visit www.taylorisd.org.

Williamson County
Holiday help
The First United Methodist Church of 
Round Rock, 1004 N. Mays St., Round 
Rock, will host Annie’s Way Thanksgiving 
Dinner Nov. 27 at noon for homeless and 
needy families. Volunteers can bring pre-
pared food or cooked turkeys, help with the 
serving or deliver meals to the homebound. 

Hernandez is also seeking sponsors for the 
annual Just Because Christmas Project 
to buy food and gifts for families in need. 
Volunteers are needed Dec. 19-20 at Ch-
isholm Trail Middle School, 500 Oakridge 
Drive in Round Rock, to help sort goods, 
wrap presents and distribute items to the 
families. Call Tino Hernandez at 259-5746 
or e-mail florention@aol.com.
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7-29  
Windberg Gallery Miniature Art Show
Windberg Gallery • 714 S. Austin Ave., 

Georgetown • Monday through Saturday, 10 a.m. -5 p.m.  
Free • 819-9463

10,17,24             Community dialogue
               E3 Alliance discussion • Hutto Middle 

School, 1005 Exchange Blvd. • 6:30-9 p.m. • 759-5482  
www.e3alliance.org/hutto-08.html

14-21 Art Hallows Eve
Competition for local artists • Taylor Artist 

Guild Main Gallery, 200 N. Main St. • 963-0288

15-16 International Olde English Bulldogge 
Association National Show

Hosted by the Hill Country Bulldogge Club • Triple Crown Dog 
Academy, 200 CR 197, Hutto • 9 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Saturday; 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Sunday • $3 • 567-3965
www.hillcountrybulldoggeclub.com

16 Walk MS: Austin 2008
 Dell Diamond, 3400 E. Palm Valley Blvd., Round Rock 

Registration 8 a.m., walk 9 a.m. • Monetary pledge optional 
495-9901 • www.walkmstexas.org 

18 Future Trails 2008 Recognition Dinner
Chisholm Trail Communities Foundation • Georgetown 

Community Center, San Gabriel Park, 445 E. Morrow St. • 6 p.m. 
$100 • 863-2484 www.chisholm-trail.org

Medical Practice Quickbooks Training
Cooper Graci & Company • 111 Cooperative Way, Ste. 200, 
Georgetown • 11:30 a.m. -1 p.m. • Free lunch included 
Pre-registration required • 346-1880 • www.texcpa.com

19 Alcohol Awareness Youth 
Empowerment Presentation

Youth Partnership for Change and LifeSteps Coalition on 
Underage Drinking • 2111 N. Mays St., Round Rock • 11:30 a.m. 
-1 p.m. • Free • 819-4200 • bebej@lifestepscouncil.org

19-23 A Christmas Affair: “Noel de Paris” 
Junior League of Austin’s holiday market 

Palmer Events Center, 900 Barton Springs Road, Austin  
Noon-9 p.m. Thursday; 10 a.m.-9 p.m. Friday; 10 a.m.-
8 p.m. Saturday; 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Sunday • $12 (adults), Free 
(children under 5) • 826-0941 • prchair@jlaustin.org

21 Friends of the Georgetown Public Library
Talk by author Joe Nick Patoski • Georgetown Public 

Library, 402 W. Eighth St. • 2 p.m. • $13 (in advance), $15 (at 
the door) • 930-3551 • www.folgeorgetown.com

22 Austin Symphonic Band Concert
 Reagan High School Performing Arts Center, 

7104 Berkman Drive, Austin • 8 p.m. • $10 (adults), $6 
(students and seniors) • www.asband.org

28 Georgetown Lighting of the Square
Downtown Square • 6-8 p.m. 

Free • www.georgetown.org 

December

1-Jan. 1 Taylor Lights of  the 
Blackland Trail

Holiday Light Display Tour • Downtown Taylor • Free 
352-6364 • www.taylorchamber.org

4 Candlelight Service
Advent lessons and carols • Lois Perkins Chapel, 

Southwestern University campus, 1001 E. University Blvd., 
Georgetown • 6 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. • Free • 863-1480 
www.southwestern.edu

5 Fountainwood Viewing Night
Stargazing party hosted by Southwestern University 

Fountainwood Observatory, northeast side of Southwestern 
University campus, 1001 E. University Ave., Georgetown 
7-11 p.m. • Free • 863-1631 • www.southwestern.edu

5-7    Georgetown Sun City Kiwanis Club  
Holiday Home Tour

Tour six homes in the Sun City Community • 4-7 p.m. Friday; 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday; 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Sunday • $10 
Gene Jantzen, 864-5339 • www.suncitykiwanisgt.org

6 Taylor Christmas Parade of Lights
 Main Street • 7 p.m. • Free • 352-6364 

www.taylorchamber.org

Taylor Artists Guild  
Membership Exhibit and Ornament Sale
Taylor Artist Guild Main Gallery • 200 N. Main St. 
After the Taylor Christmas Parade • 963-0288  

Georgetown Christmas Stroll
Holiday parade, arts and crafts vendors, family activities and 
pictures with Santa • Downtown Square 
Noon-8 p.m. • Free • 639-2390 • www.dgagtx.com

7 Temple Symphony Orchestra
Holiday concert 

Center for the Performing Arts, 2211 N. Austin Ave., 
Georgetown • 4 p.m. • $25 (premium seating), 
$20 (general admission), $5 (students) • 864-9591 
www.georgetowntexassymphony.org

12 Williamson County Symphony Orchestra
Hutto ISD Performing Arts Center • 101 FM 685, 

Hutto • 7:30 p.m. • Free
www.williamsoncountysymphonyorchestra.org

13 Williamson County Symphony Orchestra
Sun City Ballroom • 2 Texas Drive, Georgetown 

7:30 p.m. • $10 
www.williamsoncountysymphonyorchestra.org

Georgetown Breakfast with Santa
Proceeds benefit families in need • Georgetown Fire Station 
No. 1, 301 Industrial Ave. • 8-11 a.m. • $6 • 930-3473

13-14 Georgetown Heritage Society 
Holiday Home Tour

Tour five historic homes in Georgetown • noon-5 p.m. • $10  
869-8597 • www.georgetownheritagesociety.com

15 25th Anniversary celebration
Handicrafts Unlimited, 104 W. Eighth St., 

Georgetown • 10 a.m. • www.handcraftsunlimited.org
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Evans Ewan & Brady Insurance Agency
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Evans, Ewan & Brady InsurancE agEncy • gEorgEtown
business    profile

Celebrating 80 years of business, Evans, Ewan & Brady 
Insurance Agency has undergone four ownerships, 

one cross-town move and a product redesign. In an effort 
to meet the changing needs of the community, the agency 
now offers many policies through various nationwide 
companies.

Yet the outlook was poor in 1979 when the agency had 
been losing money for three consecutive years. In search 
of new management, the owners at the time featured their 
agency in Rough Notes magazine, catching the attention of an 
Odessa oil industry manager. Shortly thereafter, Ken Ewan 
moved his family to Georgetown where he has owned and 

operated the agency for the past 29 years. 
“We represent over 50 companies. We go through an 

orientation for every customer that we have, and we go 
through premiums; explore different options. No one does 
this like we do. We’re really proud of this,” Ewan said.

But the beginning years for Ewan were not easy. 
“Mr. Evans [the former owner] was a wonderful, wonder-

ful man and would extend his personal credit for people. 
[The challenge] was going to people and saying, ‘Hey, I 
can’t pay your bills for you; you got to pay your own bills,’ 
and then [getting] other people [who] could pay their 
own bills,” Ewan said.

After his initial purchase, Ewan worked for a year 
continuing to sell the agency’s life insurance policies. 
Then he began to realize that because life insurance was 
not state-mandated, people remained uninterested and 
even turned-off by the sales pitch. Life insurance had a 
negative connotation for some, he said.

With watchful eyes, Ewan picked up on another option. A 
pair of rotary club contacts introduced him to a more lucra-
tive market — auto insurance. He then expanded the agency 
to include auto, home, health, boat, business and profes-
sional liability insurance in addition to life insurance.

Likewise challenging was the balance between work 
and family life.

“I remember going to a show with my wife and falling 
asleep in the show,” Ewan said. “She said, ‘You got two 
kids that are not going to know who you are if you con-
tinue to work like this’.”

Ewan agreed, and the time he dedicated with his young 
children paid off; Ewan’s son became a professional base-
ball player with the Atlanta Braves. He currently oper-
ates the Belton branch of Evans, Ewan & Brady. Ewan’s 
daughter, also an athlete, lettered at the University of 
Texas as a coxswain on the rowing team and now works 

by Teresa Pione

Ken Ewan, owner

1928- Clara Galloway opens The Galloway Insurance Agency on the square. 

1957- Wallace Evans purchases the agency and renames it The Wallace Evans Agency.

1975- Evans sells the agency to an entrepreneurial group. 

1979- Ken Ewan purchases the agency.

1983- Ewan purchases and incorporates the Sam Brady Agency, finalizing the 
agency name as “Evans, Ewan & Brady Insurance Agency.”

2008- Evans, Ewan & Brady celebrates its 80th anniversary, with 15 employees.

EvoLutIon oF tHE AGEnCy

2404 Williams Drive
869-1511 • www.eebins.com

and Design Center

Round Rock

in downtown Georgetown.
Today it is the agency staff and the insurance compa-

nies they write with that give Evans, Ewan & Brady an 
edge over other agencies, Ewan said. And because he is an 
independent agent, he can work with many companies to 
get the best rates and policies for clients.

Whether a person just wants to meet the state mini-
mum for coverage or seeks greater solace in a higher 
coverage plan, the agents will tailor policies to fit individ-
ual needs. Services include a comparative cost analysis of 
companies and policies. From identity theft to equipment 
breakdown and mortgage company minimums, the agents 
provide sound policy explanations.

BRAND NEW  
APARTMENT HOMES

STARTING FROM $740 
300 South A.W. Grimes Blvd.  |  Round Rock, TX 78664 

Call today!  866.347.2833

Now Leasing

colonialprop.com 
For more photos and real-time availability 

*All prices, specials, amenities and floor plans are subject to change without notice.
See leasing office for details

FREE APPLICATION FEE
WITH THIS AD*

Resort-style swimming pool

Pool side outdoor kitchen area

State-of-the-art fitness center

Clubhouse with WIFI internet

Crown molding & chair rails

Black on black appliances

Upgraded cabinetry

Designer inspired home finishes 

Pre-wired for surround sound

Washer/dryer included

Garden style tubs*

Track lighting

And much more!

Smart Living Choices:

A. W
. G

rim
es Blvd. Gattis School Rd.

45

35

35

79

at NOW OPEN
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Hutto tHEraPy • Hutto
business    profile

Potted plants line the shaded entrance 
ramp of Hutto Therapy Center’s 

renovated 100-year-old farmhouse. Near 
the entrance, a sign warns, “Door sticks! 
Pull very hard!” But inside, the build-
ing’s age is defied — not just by the newly 
painted, pastel-colored rooms, but also by 
its energetic co-owners, Michael Thompson 
and Rachel Foster-Boldt. In May 2005 the 
pair opened the business with the goal of 
providing personalized, local health care, 
including physical, occupational and mas-
sage therapy.

Renovations of the farmhouse afford 
patients and staff an old-time charm with 
modern comforts. Sunlight drenches white 
wood paneling as a breeze flows easily 
through wide hallways and spacious rooms. 
But the one-story, red-roofed house, set just 
off Hwy. 79, almost did not make the transi-
tion into the hands of the new ownership. 
For Thompson the location was ideal, but 
the existing structure was not.

“We planned to move it off the property, 
but it was kind of a combination of encour-
agement from neighbors and the floor plan 
inspection that convinced us to keep it,” 
Thompson said. 

Now glad to have kept it, he receives 
many compliments on the house.

Thompson, a horse ranch owner and 
polocrosse enthusiast, obtained a master’s 
degree from Texas State University in physi-
cal therapy. During his experience work-
ing at hospitals, Thompson saw a void in 
corporate health care. Many times, he said, 
patients are passed through several therapy 
assistants, a process that prevents them 
from developing the relationship necessary 
for long-term recovery. At his center, he 
sees improvements resulting from extended 
one-on-one therapy.

“It’s always nice when someone comes in 
in a wheelchair or leg braces, and walks out 
independent. That’s the biggest reward for 
me,” he said. 

In contrast to her experience in corporate 
health care, Foster-Boldt said she appreci-
ates spending extra time with a patient when 
necessary and trying outside-the-box solu-
tions to treat the whole patient. 

“So much of therapy is not just physical; 
it’s the mental and emotional that go with 
it,” she said. 

Foster-Boldt, having diverted from her 

by Teresa Pione

original plan to be a special education 
teacher, now holds a degree from Louisiana 
State University Medical Center in Occupa-
tional Therapy. 

Foster-Boldt said “flexibility without 
stipulation” is what sets apart their private 
practice from hospital care. The indepen-
dently run Hutto Therapy Center has no 
legal association with any medical groups 
or insurance companies.

Yet with the risk involved in business 
ventures, rewards have not come easily. 

Getting enough capital together and 
then being able to go without a salary 
made the start-up process challenging, 
Thompson said. He supplemented his in-
come through contracting work as a home 
health care therapist, which he still does 
from time to time. 

The center is “not just about productiv-
ity, but the independence and flexibility to 
make decisions,” Thompson said.

 “A lot of people wait until they get in-
jured, when really they could have come in 
when the pain started,” Foster-Boldt said. 

She said poor posture is very damaging 
to the body.

Eighty percent of patients come in seek-
ing orthopedic therapy, many as a result 
of an aging body or sports injuries, the 
owners said.

Occupational therapy can 
prevent falling or help one 
recover from a fall through 
balancing exercises and 
increasing bone mass.

Source: American 
Occupational Therapy 
Association, 
www.aota.org

101 Park St.
846-2266 • www.huttotherapy.com

n

Hutto therapy
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Owners Michael Thompson and Rachel Foster-Boldt

Intern Ashley Miller 
demonstrates balance practice.

“We now have all three Time Warner Cable Business Class 
products:  Digital Cable, High-Speed Internet and now 

Business Class Phone service!  After 25 years of 
having traditional phone service, switching to 

Business Class Phone has been a great decision.”
– Warren Roseberry, Owner – Tom’s Dive & Swim

Austin, Texas – www.tomsscuba.com – www.austinswim.com

Call 866-877-4841
or visit www.twcbc.com/ctx for more information.

1660
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clude other plastic injection molded items, 
such as medical equipment.

Brett sells his products by phone order 
and online.

C O M P L E T E  W O M E N ’ S  C A R E

Dr. Kelly H. Montiville
Georgetown Ob-Gyn.

602 High Tech Drive, Georgetown, TX 78626.  

At the corner of Hwy 1460 and High Tech Dr.

Main (512)863-8600

Metro 930-BGYN (930-2496)

Fax (512)863-8641

Georgetown OB-GYN welcomes Dr. Kelly H. Montiville 

Specializing in:  Minimally Invasive Surgery, Incontinence, 
Adolescent Health, Obstetrical Care, 

Treatment of Abnormal Paps and Family Planning.

wIllIams BrotHErs modEl Products, a dIvIsIon of BrEtt IndustrIEs, Inc. • taylor
business    profile

For model airplane enthusiast Dan-
iel Brett, a dream deferred became a 

surprise endeavor. As a child, Brett admired 
his parents’ model airplane perched on the 
television, the Williams Brothers Model 
Products logo etched in his memory. Al-
most 20 years ago his dream was articulated 
in a lofty comment to a friend, “It would be 
cool to own that company,” he said, referring 

to Williams Brothers Inc.
Now owner and president 

of Brett Industries operat-
ing Williams Brothers Model 
Products, Brett produces and 
sells the model airplane parts 
and kits he once enjoyed 
strictly as a hobby. Showcased 
in his warehouse are models of 
the Northrup Gamma, known 
as the first plane to fly across 
the South Pole; the Lockheed 
L-10 Electra, made famous by 
Amelia Earhart’s fateful flight, 
and the German World War I 
Fokker Dr1 triplane. 

“Every plane they made is 
famous for something,” Brett 
said of the Williams brothers. 
He features 18 different model 
airplanes and has released 
three new model kits this year.

An average of 2,000 parts a 
week, including rotary engines, 
wheels, kits and accessories for 
model airplanes are made and 

packaged at the warehouse. Brett, passion-
ate about vintage aircraft, ships parts and 
kits to individuals and original equipment 
managers in 32 countries. 

“Model [airplane] kits are the epitome of 
molding because [the process] defies mold-
making rules,” Brett said. While most plastic 
injected pieces cannot vary in thickness, he 
explained, the model plane parts vary greatly. 

by Teresa Pione

Daniel Brett, owner, with the model 1910 Bleriot Type XII (11)

Although his long career in automated 
manufacturing and electrical engineering 
has been useful in this new venture, the 
acquisition of Williams Brothers and sub-
sequent creation of Brett Industries came 
as an unlikely step. 

It began with a simple phone call he 
made to Williams Brothers Inc. to order a 
pair of wheels for a model airplane he was 
building. Brothers Larry and Granger, who 
had run the company for 45 years, had re-
cently passed away. Their families decided 
to auction off the assets and rights of the 
model-making company. 

Of eight bidders, Brett was the only one 
who did not propose moving the manu-
facturing plant to China. 

“I’m keeping it all in the USA,” Brett told 
the family, “I just want to run it like you 
guys and use my knowledge to improve it.”

Brett took three months off from his job 
at Applied Materials to relocate the alumi-
num molds and plastic injection machines 
closer to home. He found a warehouse in 
Taylor and was later encouraged by the 
Taylor Economic Development Corpora-
tion, which paid for half of his electrical 
costs during the initial months of set up. 

Yet despite his enjoyment in the model 
plane arena, Brett is looking to the future.

“World War I planes are really popular 
right now, but when people move on, 
[the popularity of] my [products will go] 
down. I have to be ready for that,” Brett 
said. He is considering expansion to in-

2210 W. Second St., Ste. B
352-9346

www.williamsbrothers
modelproducts.com 

n

Brett Industries397

W. 2nd St.
79
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The German WWI  Fokker Dr1 
triplane, circa 1917, uses all four of
Brett Industries’ product lines: machine guns, 
engine cylinders, wheels and pilot.

The Curtiss F9C-2 
Sparrowhawk was 
used by the Navy 
in the 1930s

In 1852, Wells Fargo began carrying gold across the West. People knew they 
could count on a Wells Fargo stagecoach to protect and deliver their valuables. 
Over 150 years later, Wells Fargo is still that trusted source. In fact, Wells Fargo 
& Company has been ranked as one of the world’s 20 most admired companies 
the past four years by Barron’s. That’s why our mission has remained the same: 
to make the road that leads to your someday a little easier. Talk with Wells Fargo 
today and see how we can help you reach your someday.

And they’ll be counting on
us for years to come.

© 2008 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. 
All rights reserved. Member FDIC. (118827_11076)

For over 150 years, customers 
have counted on the strength 
and stability of Wells Fargo.

MoDEL PLAnES
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(512) 863-0388   •   (877) 877-KIDS
1005 South Austin Avenue    •   Georgetown

Super plush 
SLEEPING BAGS

Personalized
MUSIC FOR CHILDREN
EMBROIDERY SERVICE

Adorable 
HOLIDAY GIFTS

SS

ARC_GHuTay_CommImpact_FLU_Nov2008_10312008_7595036Outlines.indd   1 10/31/2008   5:20:20 PM

DesignsTimeless

512.733.9120
220 Sundance Pkwy #78681
In La Frontera   Mon-Sat 10-7

Watch your diamonds
being set in front of you. 
Jewelry & watch repair. 

All brands. Loose certifi ed 
Diamonds & Gems.

Create new jewelry 
from old diamonds and 
gold scrap with our in 
house custom design!

www.qtjewelry.com

30-50% off any jewelry or watch purchase
Our strength is Fine Diamonds

$10 OFF
Any Repair
Over $50

Exp 12/11/08 Exp 12/11/08

Any
Watch Battery

$499
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The Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation was created by the 
Glass-Steagall Act of 1933 to protect 
individuals against loss of deposits 
if an FDIC-insured bank or savings 
association fails. On Oct. 3, the 
Emergency Economic Stabilization Act 
of 2008 increased the FDIC insurance on 
accounts from $100,000 to $250,000. 

The limit will return to $100,000 Jan. 
1, 2010. The increases did not affect 
retirement accounts that already had 
the $250,000 insurance cap. 

In case a bank does fail or goes 
bankrupt, the FDIC is required by 
federal law to make payments back to 
individuals as soon as possible. 

Depending on account ownership 
categories, families can have more than 
$250,000 in insured deposits in one bank.

For more information, visit www.FDIC.gov. For more information, visit www.NCUA.gov.

The National Credit Union Administration 
was created in 1970 to charter and 
supervise federal credit unions, which 
were established in 1934 by the Federal 
Credit Union Act.

The National Credit Union Share 
Insurance Fund was created by 
Congress in 1970 to insure members’ 
deposits in credit unions up to the 
federal limit.

The Emergency Economic Stabilization 
Act of 2008 increased the NCUSIF 
protection from $100,000 to $250,000. 
The limit will return to $100,000 Jan. 
1, 2010. The increases did not affect 
retirement accounts that already had the 
$250,000 insurance cap.

If a credit union closes, the NCUA is 
required to begin payment to account 
holders as soon as possible.

NCUA

“It’s almost a day-to-day watch to see either what the Fed is doing or seeing what bond 
rates are doing … and so the volatility in the market is leading to some higher rates. At 
a time when there is perceived risk in the market, there is going to be a rise in rates.” 

Hollis Bone 
Senior vice president and business banking manager, Wells Fargo

“Our bank is well capitalized. We don’t have a troubled loan portfolio. All of the lending activities that have 
been done in the last few years has all been conservative lending where the borrower puts in an ample down 
payment and has a source of repayment of that loan, whether it is through his business or through a job that 
they may have.” 

Mike vance 
President and CEO, Citizens National Bank

“No Central Texas bank currently appears to be affected drastically by the mortgage securities and national 
financial crisis.  Nevertheless, if our local economy continues to slow, as recent 
employment, retail and home sales figures indicate, then our banks will eventually be 
negatively affected by bad loans.”

“We’re seeing a lot of the deposits coming from the banks that are suffering from the credit crunch ... 
some of the banks have shut their doors based on their loan portfolio in the mortgage industry. We’re not 
seeing any of [those problems]. We are seeing a lot of new money coming in. Credit unions are always a 
safe place generally to put your money.” 

Dr. A.J. Senchack
Lucy Brown Chair in international business 
and economics and business professor, Southwestern University

Sid Lundy
Vice president of marketing, Austin Telco Federal Credit Union

What the experts say

Is my money safe?

CONTINUED FROM |1

Banks
day night football games, the teachers who 
teach your children and the people who be-
long to your supper club.”
Lending today

The reaction to the financial market has 
caused some disruptions in lending, said 
A.J. Senchack, Lucy King Brown chair in 
international economics and business and 
professor at Southwestern University. Some 
banks are less likely to lend money, but at 
some community banks, lending practices 
have not changed.

“Not only do we have money to lend, we 
are desperately looking for good lending 
opportunities,” Thompson said. “The story 
that there is no money out there is just hog-
wash. Having said that, because we are safe 
and sound and have been for 100 years, be-
cause we try to run our business every day 
on the concept of soundness, profitabil-
ity and growth in that order, we are pretty 
careful with our credit underwriting. You 
need to have good credit.”

Credit scores, which range from 300 to 
850, are indicators examined by lenders 
when approving and setting interest on 
loans. A score above 700 is generally con-
sidered to be sufficient to qualify for a good 
interest rate.
Bank security

While local banks have managed to avoid 
the brunt of the crisis thus far, some resi-
dents have expressed a growing concern 
about the security of their investments and 
deposits.

“As you can imagine, I have had more 
questions about how safe my money is in 
the last 60 days than I have had in the pre-
vious 35 years of being a banker,” Thomp-
son said. 

Aside from insurance standards set by 

the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation, 
banks must meet federal guidelines that re-
quire them to keep enough reserve funds 
to cover any losses from defaulted loans. 
A bank is considered well capitalized if its 
combined profits and stocks make up more 
than 5 percent of its total assets. For credit 
unions, the minimum is 7 percent.

The Federal Financial Institutions Ex-
amination Council (www.ffiec.gov) pre-
pares a Uniform Bank Performance Re-
port on every FDIC-insured institution in 
the United States. 

“You are looking for a bank, not necessar-
ily with a high amount of reserves because 
if they have a high amount of reserves they 
are foreseeing future losses,” Haag said. 
“You are looking for a bank with a high 
level of capital and very positive earnings, 
which means they have the opportunity to 
earn their way through any potential losses 
they might have.”
History

Senchack said the story goes back further 
than people think. 

“It often times depends on whether you 
are a Democrat or a Republican, because 
the story line is different,” he said. “If I try 
to be objective, which I am supposed to be 
in academia, [it started when], in 1977, the 
community reinvestment act was passed by 
the Carter administration.”

Over the next 30 years, the pressure 
mounted on banks to make loans to low-
income individuals with the idea of bring-
ing people out of the lower class to the 
middle class, he said. 

This led to lower lending requirements, 
which eventually became subprime lending. 
By that point, Senchack said, lenders stopped 
asking about credit and employment histories 
and began lending to almost anyone.

To keep money flowing into the mort-
gage markets, the loans were sold to in-
vestors, who packaged them together and 

Credit unions versus banks

$$
Credit unions are non-market-based financial institutions in which members pool 
their assets to provide loans and other financial services to each other. 

Most large banks are for-profit, publicly held institutions whose share prices are 
affected by stock market fluctuations.

Credit unions are:
Profit status • Not-for-profit cooperatives
Ownership  • Owned by members
Boards  • Controlled by volunteer boards
Insurance • Insured by the National Credit Union Share 
Insurance Fund

Banks are:
Profit status • Profit-driven entities
Ownership  • Owned by stockholders
Boards • Controlled by paid boards
Insurance • Insured by the Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation

Source: Texas Credit Union League

created new securities with the mortgages as 
collateral. Investors purchased these securi-
ties with the expectation of a positive cash 
flow. The appreciating home values served 
as a safety net in the event that the loans 
defaulted. However, when a large number 
began to default, home values dropped, and 
the companies who were holding the securi-
ties experienced dramatic losses.

“Credit markets began seizing up or freez-
ing because nobody wanted to loan to any-
one else because they didn’t know how bad 
off they were with the mortgage securities 
that originated at the local level,” Senchack 
said. “All the names [of banks] that you’ve 
heard were collapsing because of these mort-
gages at the local level that people weren’t 
able to pay.”
tomorrow

Although there is no crystal ball to say de-
finitively when the crisis will end, Senchack 
said he is optimistic.

“We have learned a lot from experiences 
in prior years, and I know the people that 
are making these decisions — obviously they 
are smart — but they are also aware of what 
went wrong in prior crises,” he said. “That is 
half or more than half of the battle — know-
ing what went wrong, because that is what 
you correct.”

“Given what is going on in the economy 
and in financial services today, there is 
really one overriding question that [people] 
need to ask and they are entitled to get 
a clear understandable answer, and that 
question is: Is my money safe or will my 
money be safe in your bank?” said Joe Stroop, spokesman 
for Wachovia’s Texas region of banks. “That is the main 
thing they need to find out. Quite frankly, these days, 
everything else is detail.” 

Stroop said individuals should not accept yes for an answer. 

“They should ask for details. How do I know? Prove it,” he 
said. “Bank customers are entitled to ask tough questions, 
and the type of question they ask depends on the type of 
account they have. If you are just talking about a checking 
account, [you] should ask about FDIC protection.”

If the account is more complicated, individuals should 
seek advice from other professionals. 

The next question is: What happens to my money if the 
bank fails?

People should expect a specific answer, Stroop said. 

“You need to know, if I put my money in your bank, 
what is going to happen to it if your bank fails? Don’t 
be satisfied with the explanation, ‘Oh, our bank is not 
going to fail. Our bank is safe and sound.’  That is not 
the question, Mr. Banker,” he said. “The only acceptable 
answer is, your deposits are fully protected by the FDIC.” 
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www.firsttexas-gtwn.com

900 S. Austin Ave.
863-2567

5321 Williams Dr.
869-8910

Why First Texas Bank?Why First Texas Bank?Why First Texas Bank?Why First Texas Bank?Why First Texas Bank?

721 Hwy. 183
778-5757

480 Del Webb Blvd.
864-0379

Barry Haag, President of First Texas Bank,
with Marc Welch, CFO, and Pete Perialas,

CEO, of Lone Star Circle of Care

  “Lone Star Circle of Care
banks at First Texas Bank
because of their customer
service.  We receive friendly,
personable and professional
service each time we walk
through the door.

  Customer service is a
priority for First Texas Bank
and becomes evident when
doing business with them.

  Lone Star Circle of Care
appreciates and values our
working relationship with
First Texas Bank.

Thank you,
First Texas Bank.”

First Texas Bank - our roots are stronger than ever.

Get your next custom home at  Builders Cost

512.904.2873
How it Works 

How to Qualify
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GEorGETown, HuTTo anD Taylor inCEnTivE paCkaGEs

CONTINUED FROM |1

Incentives
Martinez said. 
Sale tax dollars at work

In 1989 a state law passed allowing cities to create 4A 
and 4B sales tax corporations. The two corporations allow 
cities to collect between an eighth-cent to half-cent sales 
tax. Each corporation is run by a board of directors under 
the guidance of the executive director.

A city must call an election to establish a 4A or 4B sales 
tax. Generally, 4A money is used to incentivize primary 
job businesses, such as TASUS Corporation in George-
town, Texas Fixtures and Interiors in Hutto and Burrow’s 
Cabinets in Taylor, that create goods or services that then 
leave the local economy.

“Most of the [4A] funds were used ... [for] water and waste-
water lines, roads, buying the land and putting in industrial 

parks so they could be ready if a company came to take a 
look,” Thomas said. “Preparedness is the key in economic de-
velopment. It got more creative as time went on.”

Money for a 4B corporation can be used for community 
development for items, such as parks, roads, tourism, retail 
projects, entertainment venues and all 4A uses. 

When voters in Georgetown approved its 4B corporation 
in 2000, it was limited for transportation projects only. Hut-
to and Taylor do not have 4B corporations, but both operate 
4A groups. 
transportation

Georgetown’s 4B, half-cent sales tax helps cover the cost of 
streets, roads, drainage and other related improvements. 

“When they originally took it to the voters, they said 
they wanted to vote in a 4B, but transportation is such a 
big issue in our area, [they limited] the use of the funds to 
transportation only,” Thomas said. 

The City of Georgetown is currently working on a project 
with Texas Outdoor Power Equipment, 111 Halmar Cove, 

Tasus Corporation • Georgetown

Incentives: Property tax abatement - The city and county will reduce the company’s property taxes for five 
years. Each year the percentage reduced will gradually increase from 25 percent in 2005 to 100 percent in 2009.

Stipulations: The company must meet the following criteria or pay all taxes owed for the property:
• TASUS must create 48 new full-time jobs in 2005, 71 in 2006, 89 in 2007, 102 in 2008 and 102 in 2009. If only 75 
percent of the jobs required are created in a given year, the company will be entitled to only a percentage of the 
original abatement.
• TASUS Corporation must submit all site plans to the city for approval.
• The company must keep the property insured against any loss or damage.

• The company must pay all non-abated taxes, such as taxes to the school district and sales tax.

Incentives: Sales tax rebate – Twenty-five percent of the total sales tax accrued by the development from Jan. 
1, 2010 to Dec. 31, 2029 rebated to developer
Hotel occupancy tax rebate – Thirty percent of the total hotel occupancy taxes that are accrued by hotels within 
the development from Jan. 1, 2010 to Dec. 31, 2029 rebated to developer

Stipulations: The developer must complete the following projects by Dec. 31 of the years determined.
Carl Stern Drive extension - Four-lane, arterial road from FM 685 to Hwy. 79 with curb and gutter phase one by 2011, 
phase two by 2016, phase three by 2020 

Public parks and open spaces – The final design and location must be approved by the city • First pedestrian 
bridge over Carmel Creek by 2011 with a second by 2016 • Public circus/plaza by 2011 • Pond with water features associated with Carl Stern Drive phases • Amphitheater as 
described in the Planned Unit Development agreement by 2012

The sales tax revenue must total at least $1.8 million in 2020 • The hotel occupancy tax revenue must be at least $600,000 in 2020

The Crossings of Carmel Creek • Hutto

alliance Chemical • Taylor

Incentives: Loan to grant – Taylor EDC will provide a $60,000 loan to grant to help with Alliance Chemical’s 
expansion. The first installment of $30,000 was paid upon receipt of the company’s building permit. The second 
payment was paid with a copy of its Certificate of Occupancy.

Stipulations: The loan will convert to a grant in five years and will not have to be repaid if the following 
conditions are met: construction on a minimum 7,000 sq. ft. storage facility will begin no later than June 1, 2008 • 
prove it had at least 18 employees at the end of 2007 • hire five new employees within 12 months of the final loan 
payment and maintain 23 employees in the following 12 months • hire five more employees after 24 months of 
the final loan payment and maintain 28 employees in the following 12 months •  hire local personnel based on the 
availability of qualified individuals • work with the East Williamson County Higher Education Center as an adviser 

when possible • remain in Taylor for a minimum of five years after the receipt of second payment • and if ownership changes, new owners will assume all obligations under 
this agreement.

a distributor of commercial lawn care products, to build a 
road that will have access to IH 35 in the future.

The company, which expanded its operations by 73,500 
sq. ft., received a 4A/4B combination grant.

“As a part of that process, the 4A and 4B contributed 
money to build the road and the water and wastewater 
[lines] that will lead to the next site that could be devel-
oped,” Thomas said. “[Texas Outdoor Power Equipment] 
probably won’t use this road, but it will be a road that we 
can use as economic development to land the next deal.”
Return to the city

The economic development director looks for what a 
company has to offer the city in return while developing an 
incentives package, said Jason Ford, Taylor EDC president 
and CEO. 

In 2006 the TEDC worked with Burrows Cabinets, 1353 W. 
Second St., a company that was originally located in Hutto. 
When the manufacturing business was looking to expand its 
operations, however, Hutto did not have space. 

Taylor’s low-cost real estate and higher education opportu-
nities were a draw for the company, Ford said. Another factor 
included an available building that had been previously used 
for a wood product manufacturing plant. Not only did the city 
offer a ready-made workspace, but it also offered a labor mar-
ket full of experienced wood workers, he said. 

The TEDC helped with relocation costs, and after a year in 
Taylor, Burrows sought additional assistance for workforce 
training. The development corporation put together and 
awarded a $50,000 grant to the company, which agreed to 
include other businesses in a portion of the training.

“Seven companies from Taylor participated in that train-
ing, so many other companies benefited by the cost that 
was paid to [one] company. 
We tried to leverage that 
money, and we got a greater 
return on our investment,” 
Ford said.

In the Nov. 4 election, Austin residents did not pass proposition 2, a charter 
amendment that would stop the City of Austin from making incentive 
payments, which could be as high as $64 million, to The Domain owner Simon 
Property Group and stop the city council from make future deals giving retail 
development incentives.

Stop Domain Subsidies submitted a petition of 27,391 names of registered 
voters to the city clerk's office in February; the group needed 18,433, or 5 
percent of registered voters’ signatures, to get the amendment on the ballot.

In October, the city said Simon Property Group complied with all aspects of its 
agreement, and the first payment estimated at $946,964 was due to the 
developer Oct. 30.

www.impactnews.com
to comment and find links
to related websites, visit 
more.impactnews.com/2545

The Domain incentives by tiffany young

Serving the 
Georgetown area 
for over 20 years.

STEVE   DOERING   INSURANCE   AGENCYSTEVE   DOERING   INSURANCE   AGENCY
FARMERS INSURANCE – GEORGETOWN SALES OFFICEFARMERS INSURANCE – GEORGETOWN SALES OFFICE

Serving the 
Georgetown area 
for over 20 years.
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salad offerings. I picked 
the oven-roasted top 
round and blue cheese 
panini ($7.29 a la carte) 
and the mandarin grilled 
chicken salad ($6.99 a la 
carte). The creamy blue 
cheese and thin-sliced 
roast beef were ensconced 
in a crispy grilled ciabatta 
with bacon. Eating it on 
the crisp fall day was like 
snuggling under the cov-
ers for a lazy midday nap. 

The crust of the sun 
dried tomato and sausage 
pizza ($7.50) had the per-
fect bready texture, and 
the sausage played well 
with the savory toma-
toes. Elegant in simplic-
ity and not overpowered 
by cheese and mounds 
of toppings, this pizza is 
something to look for-
ward to on a return trip to 
the bistro.

For dessert, I snagged 
a chocolate fudge pecan 
brownie ($2.50) that was 
large enough to share — 

but so delicious I wanted it all to myself. 
The brownie disappeared bite-by-sinful, 
heavenly bite as we drove away to take 
advantage of the glorious day to wander 
around a pumpkin patch.

n
Down the Alley Bisro

8th St.

118 W. Eighth St.
863-7080

www.downthealleybistro.com
Mon.-Sat. 10 a.m.-8 p.m.

by beTh Wade

down tHE allEy BIstro • gEorgEtown
neighborhood    dining by Kara VaughT

Popular cable television programs 
demonstrate how brutal the restau-

rant business can become, but there’s no 
cursing or pot throwing in the kitchen of 
the charming, laid-back Down the Alley 
Bistro in historic downtown Georgetown.

Ralph and Carolyn Acquaro bought the 
bistro in May 2007 with their best friend, 
Lou Anne Leavitt. Another friend, Carrie 
Taylor, operates a boutique called Amoré 
in the front portion of the bistro’s building.

Working with friends makes the days 
nice and pleasant, Ralph said. 

He has 23 years in the restaurant busi-
ness, beginning in New York and New 
Jersey with Pizzeria Uno, the inventor 
of deep-dish pizza. A job with Chuy’s 
brought Ralph to Texas. He stayed with 
the company 12 years before going to work 
for la Madeline for more than three years. 
After that, he bought the bistro.

Ralph said he and his partners believe 
Georgetown will continue to be vibrant in 
the face of national economic uncertainty.

“The downtown area is still growing, 
even now,” he said. “We’re going to con-
tinue being a major part of the commu-
nity; we want to be involved.”

The bistro owners’ dream is to open 
similar eateries in towns across Texas.

“I think this is a part of Americana that 
I would hate to just go away,” Ralph said.

For now, Down the Alley is preserving 
the institution of local bistros by updating 
its menu.

All the pizza crust is now made fresh in 
house, as are the cookies and baked goods. 
Carolyn is responsible for expanding the 
bistro’s dessert menu to include cookies, 
brownies and whatever seasonal treats 
strike her fancy.

During a visit to Down the Alley, I 
ordered a Duet Combo ($6.29) including 
two items from the sandwich, soup and 

PARty SPACE AnD CAtERInG
Down the Alley Bistro has both a loft and patio 
available for parties, wedding and baby showers 
and other gatherings. The loft seats up to 40 
people, and a renovation to the patio expected 
to be complete in December will bring its 
capacity to 35. Changes to the outdoor area 
include a Tuscan theme with a waterfall, built-in 
buffet area and firescape.

The building is Wi-Fi enabled, and customers are 
encouraged to settle in for surfing with coffee 
or cappuccino. 

The bistro also offers full-service catering of any 
type of cuisine from kosher to luau fare. Ralph 
said his motto used to be, “We’ll do anything 
except Asian,” because it was out of his culinary 
comfort zone, but then a regular customer 
requested an Oriental meal. It was a success, 
and Ralph added it to his by-request repertoire. 

Owners Carrie Taylor and Carolyn and Ralph Acquaro

900 N. Austin Ave. Ste. 410
Next to Starbucks & Chipotle

863-7707
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Oven-roasted top round and blue cheese 
panini and mandarin grilled chicken salad
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Lori L. Palazzo, MD, Internal Medicine

Whether you are young or old, male or 
female, the best thing you can do to avoid 
the flu is get your flu shot. You should find 
it easy to get a shot from your physician, a 
pharmacy or a nearby clinic.
 The Centers for Disease Control used 
to say the best time to get a flu shot was 
October 15 through the end of November, 
but now they recommend getting a flu 
shot all the way through the flu season. 
Of course, the earlier you get the shot, the 
better protected you are. Once you get the 
vaccination, it takes two weeks for your 
immunity to build up.
 Practicing healthy habits can also help 
fend off the flu:

from your nose and mouth, where germs 
spread.

those enzymes and happy hormones.

people who are coughing or sneezing.

plenty of sleep, eating healthy foods and 
drinking enough water to rinse out your 
system and fight dryness.

a cold or flu, you should hydrate even 
more. Because cold and flu medications 
are no longer considered safe for 
children, you can use pediatric dosages 
of acetaminophen or ibuprofen to ease 

in the steam can also help. Children get 

necessary to take your child to a physician 
unless you see one of these warning signs: 
a high fever (usually over 101˚), any change 

But, of course, always call your healthcare 
provider if in doubt.

Dr. Palazzo is 
a Board-certified 
Internist. At her 
practice, San Gabriel 
Internal Medicine in 
Georgetown, she has 
created a home-like 
environment where she 
can spend time getting 

to know her patients in order to better 
diagnose and treat their health concerns.

seton.net/williamsonNovember 2008

CHECK-UP
GUIDED BY 
EXPERIENCE

Seton Medical Center 
Williamson is proud to 
bring a century of care and 

in Williamson County.  For 
more than 100 years, the 

Family of Hospitals have 
helped patients find hope 

Williamson, we combine 

environment where you can 
visit our healing garden or 
find respite in the serenity 
of our chapel and reflection 
room.  Most importantly, 
you can rest assured that 
our outstanding teams of 
caregivers will be working 
together on your behalf to 

of caring for the whole 
person:  body, mind and 
spirit.
 Whether you require 
an emergency room visit 
or heart surgery in one 
of our state-of-the-art 
operating rooms – or 
even acupuncture and 
yoga classes at our 
integrative wellness center, 

warm welcome at Seton 
Williamson for yourself. 

Michelle Robertson
Vice President & 
Chief Operating Officer
Seton Medical Center 
Williamson

For more information 
or to find an expert 
physician on our medical 
staff, please visit 
seton.net/williamson.

Fend Off The Flu FREE FLU VACCINATION 
CLINIC!
Saturday, November 8
9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
The Learning Center at Seton 
Medical Center Williamson

Vaccinations will be given on a 
first-come, first-serve basis. No 
vaccinations will be given to children 
under the age of 13 or persons with 
allergies to eggs, a temperature of 
over 100 degrees or to pregnant 
women.

For more information, please call 
(512)324-9999 ext.20310.

in fat, sugar and salt.  Many people choose to limit these ingredients 
for a variety of reasons, including weight control, heart health and 
taste preference.  

are countless tasty tips and tricks to help you incorporate healthy 
ingredients into your traditional holiday dishes.
 Here are some great ways to reduce fat, sugar and sodium in your 
meals:

canola and peanut. 

Parmesan, means that you can use less without compromising taste.

and reduced-fat cheeses.  Non-fat plain yogurt is a good substitution 
for regular sour cream.

alternatives to pan-frying and deep-frying.

calls for with an equal amount of 
applesauce, pureed pumpkin, or 
other pureed fruit or vegetable.

try sugar-free whipped topping instead 
of the regular version.

flavors to compliment holiday recipes, such as:  garlic, 
onions, fresh herbs, course black pepper, sage, thyme and rosemary.

as choosing healthy substitutions.  Try some of these tips when 
preparing your meals for a healthy holiday season.
 
Hillary is a clinical dietitian with Nutrition Services at Seton Medical 
Center Williamson.  Seton Nutrition Services accepts outpatient 
nutrition counseling referrals from physicians. Please contact (512) 
324-1000 ext.18014 for appointments.

A Healthy Twist On Holiday Tradition
Hillary Moncivais, RD, LD, Clinical Dietitian

Healthy Holiday Cooking Series at 
GoodHealth Commons
Nov. 11:  A New Twist on an Old Thanksgiving Tradition 
How to Carve Your Bird, (groovy) gravy, cranberry creations, and 
those calories around wine! 
Dec. 9:   It’s a Party; Holiday Entertaining 

Jan 13:  Super Bowls 
Perfect snack food that compliments your party… and a review 
about those carbs in your “brew.”

For class times and fees, please call (512) 324-4803 or visit 
www.goodhealthcommons.com. 

WHERE TO GO FOR SETON CARE

201 Seton Parkway

(512) 324-4000
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A.R. Machining, Inc., founded in 1979, occupies 
a 20,000 sq. ft. facility at 632 W. Front St. Clients 
include oil and gas, aerospace, high-tech and 
electronic companies. Call 759-2003 or visit 
www.armachining.com.

Double G Drywall
601 W. Front St. • 759-2444

Euro tex Manufacturing specializes in custom 
millwork and cabinets. Located at 617 W. Front St., 
call 759-1330.

Lone Star tool and Fastener
629 W. Front St., Stes. 1-2 • 846-1028

Raumaker Decorating
671 W. Front St. • 846-2025

Star tech Plumbing Service, LLC
623 W. Front St. • 642-4048

Wall to Wall Construction specializes in custom 
residential and commercial construction and 
remodeling. Located at 635 W. Front St., call 759-2977.

The staff of the Hutto veterinary Clinic offers 
services for small and large animals. Emergency 
care is also available. Located at 665 W. Front St., 
call 759-1048 or visit www.huttovetclinic.com. 

Rick’s Cleaners
409 W. Front St., Ste. 100 • 759-4300

A.C. and Maureen Rooker, owners of RE/MAX vision, 
locate and sell residential and commercial real estate. 
Located in Hutto Commons, 409 W. Front St., Ste. 110,  
call 759-2210 or visit www.huttorealty.com. 

The City of Hutto offices, 401 W. Front St., include 
police, city secretary, municipal court, public works 
and utility billing departments. The city council 
meets in the chambers at the west end of the 
building on the first and third Thursday of every 
month at 7 p.m.

the community development, planning, GIS and 
building inspection and permitting departments 
of the City of Hutto are located in Hutto Commons,  
409 W. Front St., Ste. 200. Call 759-3479.

Collision Craft Body & Paint
653 W. Front St. • 759-5040

Hutto Fast Lube, 670 W. Front St., can perform 
scheduled automotive maintenance, including 
oil changes, state inspections and transmission 
service. Open from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday 
through Friday, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturday. It is 
closed on Sunday. Call 846-2382.

Performance Machine offers engine rebuilding 
for cars, trucks and tractors, welding, fabrication 
and other machine shop services. Located at 671 W. 
Front St., call 497-0312 or visit 
www.performancemachineshop.com.

tovar Automotive is a full-service automotive repair 
shop offering basic tune-ups and brake service to air 
conditioning repair and engine diagnostics. Located 
at 635 W. Front St., call 846-1104. 

triton towing, 653 W. Front St., is in the same 
building as Collision Craft Body & Paint. In addition 
to its 24-hour towing and recovery services, Triton 
Towing also offers a junk car removal service, which 
is free with the vehicle’s title. Call 252-2727 or visit 
www.tritontowing.com.

Government Industrial and construction

Automotive

front strEEt • Hutto
community    corridor Sponsored by Austin Telco

Common Spirits
409 W. Front St., Ste. 130 • 846-1595

Legend Chiropractic
409 W. Front St., Ste. 208 • 759-2225
www.legendchiropractic.com

not Just Cuts
409 W. Front St., Ste. 210 • 846-1233

Massie’s Mudokwan Martial Arts Academy, 
409 W. Front St., Ste. 230, in Hutto Commons, offers 
classes for adults and children and an after-school 
Karate Camp. Call 846-1123 or visit 
www.massies-martial-arts.com

Solar nails
409 W. Front St., Ste. 220 • 846-1212

A+ Federal Credit union
409 W. Front St., Ste. 250 • 800-252-8148
www.aplusfcu.org

Dollar General
501 W. Front St. • 846-2674

Hutto taekwondo Plus offers martial arts lessons 
for children and adults. 636 W. Front St., Ste. 500. 
Call 846-1112 or visit www.huttotkdplus.com.

new Life of Hutto united Pentecostal Church, 
623 W. Front St., Ste. 1800, meets at 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday and 7 p.m. Wednesday. A youth service is 
held Saturday at 7 p.m. Call 662-4122 or visit  
www.newlifeupc.org.

new Revelation Baptist Church meets at 636 W. 
Front St. on Sunday at 11 a.m. with a mid-week 
Bible study Wednesday at 7 p.m. Call 759-3706 or 
visit www.new-revelationbc.org. 

Veterinary 

Retail and other services

Churches

Hutto Fast Lube A.R. Machining, Inc.

City of HuttoHutto Commons
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Building the perfect home for your family is easy with

Wilshire Homes’ award-winning Build On Your Lot program.

When you build with Wilshire, you talk with a New Home

Consultant to explore design options and estimate your

home’s price in about an hour. When you’re ready to make

final decisions about materials and design details, one of our

interior design consultants will assist you at our design cen-

ter. At Wilshire, we’re there for you every step of the way.

Benefits to our BOYL Program include:

• Free Site Evaluation

• Allowance for Aerobic Septic System

• Estimate timeline and lock in costs before

building process begins

• New Home Consultants help with design, floor plan 

selection and decisions about materials

• Over 120 floorplans to choose from

• We pass our buying power for materials and labor 

onto you... our customers.

WILSHIRE’S BUILD ON 
YOUR LOT PROGRAM

Build on Your Lot Office:
114 Park Place Drive
Georgetown, TX  78628
Phone: (512) 930-5300

www.wilshire-homes.com

SAFE & STRONG

 14 AUSTIN METRO LOCATIONS 

YOU CAN JOIN! 

*Annual Percentage Rate. All rates expressed are “as low as”. **Austin Telco 
will pay all standard closing costs on Home Equity loans below $100k. 
Additional non-standard fees will be the responsibility of the member. Credit 
qualifications apply.  ***Rate applies to 1st lien commercial real estate loans 
with a loan to value of 80% or less; construction/development loan 
rates / terms may be different. No Pre-payment penalty. Credit qualifications 
apply.  Please call for details. ****Annual Percentage Yield. Penalties for early 
withdrawalwithdrawal may apply. All APRs, APYs and terms are subject to change 
without notice. 

WWW.ATFCU.ORG           512.869.8998
HOME EQUITY LOANS

AUTO LOANS

SHARE CERTIFICATES

 

COMMERCIAL 
REAL ESTATE LOANS

20 Year Amortization

No Closing Costs!**
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Please join

2008 Future Trails Recognition Dinner
honoring

Gary Nelon, former mayor of Georgetown
&

The Caring Place

Tuesday, November 18, 2008
Six o’clock in the evening

Georgetown Community Center ~ San Gabriel Park

Keynote speaker
Tracy Gary

Founder of Inspired Legacies
Author of Inspired Philanthropy

For tickets and further information: friends@chisholm-trail.org

2008 Future Trails Sponsors
Cammy & Jack Garey, Duane & James Bolton, Karen Cole 

Marsha & Bryan Farney, Mary & Troy Rodriguez, Scott & White 
Waterstone Development, Burke Insurance Agency & Sherron & Ned Snead 

First Texas Bank, Schwertner Farms, Inc. 
D’Vine Wine, 2 dine 4 Catering, ink images, inc.



OCTOBER  2008 19impaCT nEws.COm

tEXAS LEGISLAtuRE
capitol     news by PaTricK brendel

Lawmakers are setting the stage for the texas legislative session that will convene Jan. 12, 2009. Hearings 
and general study are underway, using assignments from Lt. Gov. David Dewhurst and House Speaker 
tom Craddick to form the basis for most legislation introduced during the spring session.

 In the upcoming texas legislative session:
Lawmakers and their staff members said these major top-
ics are likely to arise in 2009.

Budget  A new state business tax might bring in $1 billion 
less than expected, and damage caused by Hurricane Ike 
might affect the budget by nearly $1 billion more. Pres-
sures from the nationwide financial crisis might dissuade 
large new programs and cause concerns about projec-
tions of sales tax revenue.

School accountability A coalition of lawmakers pro-
posed ending the requirement that students in grades 
three, five and eight must pass the TAKS test to advance 
to the next grade. Lawmakers are also pushing to rate 
schools based on a three-year average of TAKS scores, 
rather than only the most recent year. 

Energy  The Public Utilities Commission approved a proj-
ect to build transmission lines for wind energy projects. 
Some lawmakers may try to add to that effort. Other 
areas of interest include solar power and alternative fuels 
other than corn-based ethanol, such as algae-based fuel.

Access to health care  Texas consistently trails the rest of 
the nation in the percentage of residents with health insur-
ance. Topics might include Medicaid reform and obtaining 
more federal dollars for children's health insurance.

Healthcare workforce  There is a push to bring another 
medical school to the Austin area and one to the Rio 

Grande Valley. Also, efforts are underway to increase the 
number of nurses graduating from schools in the state.

transportation finance  TxDOT has reported a huge 
shortfall in funds. Specific topics might include ensuring 
that tax revenue dedicated to roads goes toward roads.

toll projects  Members may review the effects of 2007 
legislation intended to restrict public-private partnership 
agreements on toll road projects.

State schools  There have been reports of mental and 
physical abuse in the state school system. Some legisla-
tors would like to reduce the number of people in state 
schools, Child Protective Services and foster care.

School finance  The state overhauled the public school 
finance system in 2005. Lawmakers may look at finding 
additional ways to bring more money to public schools to 
avoid possible lawsuits because the U.S. Constitution re-
quires the state to provide equal educational opportunities.

new flagship university  Lawmakers may form a study 
group to explore the promotion of an existing university to 
Tier One status. The University of Texas and Texas A&M 
University are currently the only two flagship universities 
in the state. If lawmakers do not want to be in the position 
of having to choose a particular campus to promote to 
flagship status, they might create a process, similar to bid-
ding for the Olympics, where schools submit proposals on 
why they should be the next flagship campus.

tuition deregulation  The cost of attending public 
colleges has risen dramatically since tuition deregulation 
was passed in 2003. Some lawmakers might attempt to 
re-regulate or control tuition rates. Others might try to 
supplement higher education funding to prevent schools 
from raising tuition rates so quickly.

top 10 percent  Currently, Texas students who gradu-
ate high school in the top 10 percent of their class earn 
automatic admission to state colleges. Attempts are made 
every session to modify the rule.

voter photo identification  Some want to make it a 
requirement for voters to show photo identification at 
the polls, saying it will reduce voter fraud. Opponents say 
voter fraud of that type is virtually nonexistent and argue 
that the requirement will disenfranchise citizens.

Innocence commission  DNA exonerations of Dallas 
prisoners have thrown doubt upon the accuracy of eyewit-
ness testimony and renewed calls for the creation of a state 
innocence commission, which would study past wrongful 
convictions and recommend ways to avoid them.

Water  Some lawmakers might push for a permanent 
funding source for future water projects. The Legislature 
might explore the relationship between water and energy 
production and transmission. Lawmakers might push for 
a thorough survey of the condition of the state's dams, 
which some feel are inadequately inspected.

the Legislative Budget Board

Hot topics in 2009

The Legislative Budget Board arguably has the most power at the State Capitol, along with Gov. Rick Perry. Members are 
responsible for writing the rough draft of the state budget, largely determining which initiatives will not receive funding, 
which initiatives will receive funding and how much.

Lt. Gov. David Dewhurst, 
joint-chair

Dewhurst appoints three state 
Senate members to the LBB. 
He issues interim charges for 
Senate committees to study. 
During the session, he decides 
the order of Senate business, 
recognizes who can speak 
and controls which bills will 
be discussed.

State Sen. Steve ogden, automatic member
Ogden, R-Bryan, chairs the Senate Finance committee, which is 
responsible for crafting the state's budget during the session.

State Rep. Warren Chisum, automatic member
Chisum, R-Pampa, chairs the House Appropriations committee, which is 
responsible for allocating funds from the state treasury.

State Sen. Robert Duncan, appointed
Duncan, R-Lubbock, chairs the Senate State Affairs committee, which 
oversees state agencies, buildings, land and employees.

State Rep. James Keffer, automatic member
Keffer, R-Eastland, chairs the House Ways and Means committee, which 
is responsible for raising and levying taxes.

State Sen. John Whitmire, appointed
Whitmire, D-Houston, chairs the Senate Criminal Justice committee, 
which oversees the enforcement of laws. Whitmire is the longest-
serving member of the state Senate.

State Rep. Dan Branch, appointed
Branch, R-Dallas, chairs the House Select Committee on Higher and 
Public Education Finance, which oversees school funding. 

State Sen. Judith Zaffirini, appointed
Zaffirini, D-Laredo, chairs the House Subcommittee on Higher 
Education and is vice-chair of Senate Finance.

State Rep. Sylvester turner, appointed
Turner, D-Houston, is the House Speaker Pro Tempore, the second-
highest ranking position in House leadership.

House Speaker 
tom Craddick, joint-chair

Craddick, R-Midland, appoints 
two state House members 
to the LBB. He issues interim 
charges for House committees 
to study. During the session, 
the House Calendar committee 
decides the order of House 
business. Craddick recognizes 
who can speak and appoints 
the members of the Calendar 
committee. Representatives 
elect the House Speaker at the 
beginning of each session.

Member National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys

Charles E. Lance
Attorney at Law

3613 Williams Drive, Suite 701, Georgetown

(512) 868-2224
www.lancelaw.elderlawanswers.com

Call for FREE Nursing Home & Assisted Living Guide

Charms now available at

Two blocks off the square in Georgetown at 1003 South Austin Ave.  863.3411
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historical    impact by Ken anderson

A chance sighting of a woodpecker caused 16-year-old       
 Dan Moody, who was working with live electricity on 

top of a 35-foot power pole, to reassess his future. Moody 
decided that if the bird could make a living with his head, 
so could he. He climbed down the pole, quit his job and 
headed to college.

It was indeed fortunate for Texas that Moody saw that 
woodpecker. As events later unfolded, Moody played a major 
role in saving Texas not once, but twice, in the 1920s — first, 
from the Ku Klux Klan and then from the political corrup-
tion of Gov. Miriam Ferguson. Moody ended up becoming 
Texas’ youngest governor.

Daniel J. Moody was born on June 1, 1893, to Daniel 
James Moody and Nancy Elizabeth Robertson Moody in 
the then fast-growing railroad town of Taylor. He grew up in 
Taylor where he graduated from high school. After a year as 
an electrical lineman, he spent four years at the University 
of Texas. In 1914, without completing his law degree, he left 
school, passed the bar exam and formed a law partnership 
with Harris Melasky, a childhood friend, in Taylor.

Moody developed a good reputation as a lawyer. He began 
his political career in 1920 by becoming the youngest person 
ever to serve as Williamson County Attorney. In 1922, Ben 
Robertson, district attorney for the 26th District which 
served both Travis and Williamson counties, resigned partly 
in frustration with his inability to obtain a murder indict-
ment against members of the Ku Klux Klan who had killed 
a man in downtown Austin. Gov. Pat Neff, a tough law-
and-order man who himself was a former district attorney, 
appointed Moody to the post.

Moody excelled as district attorney. But it was in 1923 
that he faced his toughest test when he confronted the raw 
power of the Ku Klux Klan. The Klan, at that time a na-
tionwide organization with 3 million members, including 
numerous political figures, specialized in vigilante violence. 

Such violence, usually in the form of a “tar party” — kidnap-
ping, beating, tarring and feathering — was directed against 
blacks, Jews, immigrants, Catholics, bootleggers, gamblers 
and moral transgressors. There were thousands of such tar 
parties throughout the nation. The common thread of these 
assaults was that very few perpetrators were arrested and 

As county attorney from 1920-1921, Dan Moody won the first 
conviction against the Ku Klux Klan.

no one was convicted.
The Klan’s invincibility came to a crashing halt when they 

held a “tar party” for a young salesman whom they suspected 
of committing adultery in the small northern Williamson 
County town of Weir. On Easter Sunday, 1923, eight Klans-
men kidnapped the salesman, beat him, chained him to a 
tree in Taylor and poured tar on him. Moody, with the help 
of Sheriff Lee Allen and Constable Louis Lowe, launched an 
investigation that identified three of the Klansmen. After the 
grand jury indicted the Klansmen for aggravated assault and 
later a Klan preacher for perjury, the stage was set for four 
prosecutions. Beginning in September 1923, and ending five 
months later, Moody obtained four straight convictions — 
each with a prison sentence — becoming the first prosecutor 
in the U.S. to succeed against the Klan. 

Moody then took on the Klan in the court of public 
opinion. After the state’s newspapers clamored for Moody to 
run for state attorney general, he ran and made the Ku Klux 
Klan the central issue in the campaign. Moody turned public 
opinion against the Klan and overwhelmingly defeated 
a Klansman who was his election opponent. From that 
moment forward, Klan membership in Texas went into a 
tailspin, and it quickly ceased to be a power in Texas. 

Unfortunately, the Klan’s unpopularity also led to the elec-
tion of Miriam “Ma” Ferguson as governor. Her husband, 
Jim, had been impeached, removed from office and banned 
from ever holding office again because of corruption. As at-
torney general, Moody would have to deal with any corrup-
tion in the new Ferguson administration. The fireworks were 
just about to begin. 

Ken Anderson, former Williamson County district 
attorney and current judge, is the author of eight books 
dealing with law and history. His current book, “Dan 
Moody: Crusader for Justice,” is the first complete biogra-
phy of Gov. Moody.
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GET FIT AT ACROTEX FITNESS!
KIDS FITNESS CLASSES FOR AGES 5-17
• Sponsored by the National Endurance and Sports  
 Trainers Association
•  Designed to increase muscular strength and 
 endurance
•  Safe hydraulic equipment, structured classes taught  
 by a certified personal trainer

ADULT CLASSES
 (Georgetown facility)
• Yo-Pilates 
 (a combination of Yoga/Pilates)
• Strengthening Flexibility Class  

GEORGETOWN
3100 S. IH 35

863-KIDS (5437)

ROUND ROCK
708 Round Rock West Dr.

244-KIDS (5437)

* No Registration Fee
* No Contracts
* 1 Free Class
* Call for Available
   days & Time

Expert emergency care, where and when you need it.
For over a year, Scott & White has been committed to providing the
area’s best and most accessible healthcare available. As a part of
your community, our physicians and staff provide convenient access 
to emergency services whenever you or your family needs the expert
care of Scott & White. Think of Scott & White when you need emer-
gency medical services. It’s the best in healthcare, closer to home.

For more information, please call

512-509-0100  |  umc.sw.org
In an emergency, dial 911

Scott & White accepts all major insurance plans.

300 University Blvd.
Round Rock, TX 78665

CLOSER
CARE

EMERGENCY

Right here in Williamson County.
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Agape Pregnancy Resource Center
Agape offers opportunities for families to prepare themselves 
physically, emotionally and spiritually for the birth of their child. 
Volunteers assist with the client intake registration process.
104 E. Main Ave., Round Rock • 248-8200 • www.agapeprc.com

AIDS Services of Austin
The mission of AIDS Services of Austin is to respond to the HIV needs 
of the Austin area by providing services that enhance the health 
and well-being of individuals and the community in the face of an 
evolving epidemic.
P.O. Box 4874, Austin, 78765 • 406-6163 • www.asaustin.org

American Cancer Society
The American Cancer Society hopes to reduce the cancer mortality 
rate and cancer incidents through early detection, prevention and 
advocacy. Volunteer opportunities include the Road to Recovery and 
Reach to Recovery programs, health fairs, fundraising and office duties.
2433 Ridgepoint Drive, Ste. B, Austin, 78754 • 919-1800
www.cancer.org

American Red Cross of Central texas
The Red Cross ensures disaster planning, preparedness, community 
disaster education, mitigation and response, as well as assisting 
military members and their families in times of crisis. Red Cross 
volunteers perform a variety of services, including assisting in disaster 
relief, case work processing and staffing shelters.
2218 Pershing Drive, Austin, 78723 • 928-4271 
www.centex.redcross.org

Angel Food Ministries - Christians Helping Christians
Angel Food Ministries is a nonprofit, non-denominational 
organization dedicated to providing grocery relief and financial 
support to communities throughout the United States. Volunteers 
help with the distribution and unloading of goods. 
408 W. University Ave., Georgetown • 863-7213 
www.angelfoodministries.com

CrossPointe Community Church • 3705 Old Georgetown Road, Taylor 
365-0857 • crosspointetaylor.org 

Hutto Lutheran Church • 402 Church St., Hutto • 863-3983
www.huttolutheran.org 

LifePointe Fellowship • 1008 Carl Stern Blvd., Hutto • 846-1989 
www.lifepointefellowship.com

PromiseLand Georgetown • 2806 Mesquite Lane, Georgetown 
863-9012 • www.plgt.org 

Unlimited Power Ministries • 800 E. Rio Grande St., Taylor • 589-1116  
www.angelfoodministries.com

Annunciation Maternity Home
Annunciation Maternity Homes offers new beginnings to teenagers 
and women experiencing crisis pregnancy. Volunteer opportunities 
include mentoring and life skills training for mothers, administrative 
support and helping at special events. 
3610 Shell Road, Georgetown • 864-7755 • www.thematernityhome.org

Any Baby Can
Any Baby Can provides education, therapy and family support to needy 
families. Volunteers offer homework help, literacy training 
and childcare.
1121 E. Seventh St., Austin, 78702 • 334-4452 • www.abcaus.org

Austin Recovery
The substance dependence treatment center aims to bring about the 
in-depth changes that are essential for overcoming addiction. 
8402 Cross Park Drive, Austin, 78754  • 697-8500 
www.austinrecovery.org

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Central texas
Big Brothers Big Sisters pairs volunteers with young people in need of 
mentoring and positive role models. 
1400 Tillery St., Austin, 78721 • 472-5437 • www.bbbscentraltx.org

Bluebonnet trails MHMRC
Bluebonnet Trails provides services for mental health and 
mental retardation.
1009 Georgetown St., Round Rock • 255-1720 
www.bluebonnetmhmr.org

Boys & Girls Clubs of Central texas, Inc. 
Stonehaven unit
Boys & Girls Clubs offer programs and services to promote and 
enhance the development of boys and girls by instilling a sense of 
competence, usefulness, belonging and influence. 
210 W. 18th St., Georgetown • 868-3700 • www.stonehaven.cbgclub.org

Breast Cancer Resource Center - Round Rock                 
The Breast Cancer Resource Centers of Texas is a grass roots, 
nonprofit organization created by breast cancer survivors. The 
center exists to serve women with breast cancer, their families and 
support systems, women who have questions about screening and 
biopsy and others in the community who are concerned about 
breast cancer issues.
P.O. Box 300040, Austin, 78703 • 248-2645 • www.bcrc.org

Cancer Connection        
Cancer Connection, formerly CanCare Austin, is a growing network 
of cancer survivors and their family members offering hope and 
companionship for individuals and families affected by cancer. 
Volunteers visit cancer patients and their family members at hospitals 
and oncology centers. They provide refreshments, information and 
emotional support.
3710 Cedar St., Ste. 213, Austin, 78705 • 342-0233
www.thecancerconnection.org     

Capital Area Food Bank
The Capital Area Food Bank works to end hunger in the Austin area. 
Volunteers ensure donated food is suitable for distribution. 
8201 S. Congress Ave., Austin, 78745 • 282-2111
www.austinfoodbank.org

Celebration of Love
Celebration of Love works with area school districts and volunteers 
to give food and gifts to those in need. It also includes the Foreman-
Phillips Reaching Out Center, which hosts a food pantry that is open 
every Friday from 2-5 p.m.
15630 Vision Drive, Ste. V, Pflugerville • 251-4800
www.celebrationoflove.org

Children at Heart Ministries
Children at Heart Ministries provides specialized services and 
resources for ministries that care for children and families, including 
STARRY and Texas Baptist Children’s Home in Round Rock.
1301 N. Mays St., Round Rock • 255-3668
www.childrenatheartministries.org

Children of Fallen Soldiers
The intent of the project is to provide funding for the college 
education of children of soldiers killed in the war on terror.
Round Rock • 255-2501 • www.childrenoffallensoldiers.com

Dell Children’s Medical Center of Central texas
The Children’s Hospital is the only dedicated pediatric hospital in 
Central Texas. Volunteers provide assistance to patients, families and 
staff and take part in fundraising and community outreach.
4900 Mueller Blvd., Austin, 78723 • 324-0161 • www.dellchildrens.net

Faith in Action Caregivers - Georgetown
Faith in Action Caregivers assists older adults in maintaining quality 
of life and independence. Volunteers provide transportation, home 
repairs and companionship to the elderly. 
1001 S. Main St., Georgetown • 868-9544
www.faithinactioncaregivers.org

Friends of the Georgetown Library
The Friends run the Second Hand Pros used bookstore in the 
Georgetown Library. All funds from the bookstore go toward 
improvement of the library, such as children’s activities and 
special programs.
402 W. Eighth St., Georgetown • 931-7708 • www.folgeorgetown.com

Friends of the Hutto Library
Friends of the Hutto Library helps fund library programs. 
205 West St., Hutto • 759-4008 • www.huttotx.gov/index.asp?nid=111

Friends of the taylor Public Library
The Friends of the Library provide a vital role in summer activities at 
the Taylor Public Library. Each year the Friends solicit sponsorships 
from local businesses to pay for performers and entertainers for the 
Summer Reading Program. 
801 Vance St., Taylor • 352-3434 • www.ci.taylor.tx.us/index.asp?NID=173

Georgetown Animal Shelter 
The Georgetown Animal Shelter provides care for homeless animals. 
Volunteers assist with direct animal care and adoption.
110 W.L. Walden, Georgetown • 930-3592
www.georgetown.org/departments/animalservices

compiled by william gest and staff

Building Safe A� ordable Home For Families 
Throughout Williamson County

(512) 863-4344
www.williamsonhabitat.org

of Williamson County Williamson County 
Restore

Discounted new & used building
materials for sale to the public

2108 N. Austin Avenue
Georgetown

(512) 869-2070



OCTOBER  2008 23impaCT nEws.COm

Georgetown Partners in Education
Georgetown Partners in Education organizes community resources to 
benefit students and enrich the educational experience. Volunteers 
offer mentorship and tutoring to students.
2281 N. Austin Ave., Georgetown • 943-5175
www.georgetownpie.org

Georgetown Project
Georgetown Project coordinates community resources to build a 
healthier environment for children and youth. Volunteers assist in 
fundraising and youth programs.
1003 Ash St., Georgetown • 943-5198 • 864-3008
www.georgetownproject.com

Girlstart
Girlstart volunteers work to encourage girls to pursue interests in math, 
science and technology through after-school programs and mentorship.
1400 W. Anderson Lane, Austin, 78757 • 916-4775 • www.girlstart.org

Goodwill Industries of Central texas
Goodwill employs people with disabilities. Volunteers work in retail 
locations performing stocking and customer service duties. 
2120 N. Mays St., Round Rock • 388-2911 • www.austingoodwill.org

Habitat for Humanity of Williamson County
Habitat for Humanity teams build quality houses for impoverished 
families. Volunteers assist in construction and clerical tasks.
701 N. Austin Ave., Georgetown • 863-4344 • www.williamsonhabitat.org

Heart House Austin
Heart House Austin is a free after-school program dedicated to 
providing a safe haven and academic support to low-income children 
and encouraging them to become good citizens. 
7224 Northeast Drive, Austin, 78723 • 929-8187
www.hearthouse.org

Hospice Austin
Hospice Austin provides compassionate, end-of-life care for patients 
and their families. Volunteers assist staff in caring for patients.
4107 Spicewood Springs Road, Ste. 100, Austin, 78759 • 342-4700 
www.hospiceaustin.org

Humane Society of Williamson County
The Humane Society of Williamson County is a not-for-profit 
organization founded in 1979. Its missions are to provide innovative 
programs and services to eliminate pet overpopulation and to 
improve the lives of pets and people in Williamson County. The 
minimum volunteer age is 10.
10930 E. Crystal Falls Parkway, Leander • 260-3602 • www.hswc.net

LifeSteps 
LifeSteps’ mission is to eliminate substance abuse in Williamson County 
through intervention, counseling, education and family services.
2109 N. Mays St., Round Rock • 246-9881 • www.lifestepscouncil.org

Lighthouse Hospice
Lighthouse Hospice volunteers help provide end-of-life care for 
patients and their families and perform administrative tasks.
2913 Williams Drive, Ste. 320, Georgetown • 868-0505
www.lighthouse-hospice.com

Literacy Council of Williamson County
The council works to improve literacy in the county.
1009 N. Georgetown St., Ste. A, Round Rock
244-8445 • www.literacycouncil-wc.org

Lone Star Circle of Care
Lone Star Circle of Care provides primary health care for uninsured 
patients in Williamson County. Volunteers help with administrative 
tasks and act as patient advocates.
1500 W. University Ave., Ste. 103, Georgetown • 868-1124 • www.lscctx.org

Meals on Wheels - Georgetown
Meals on Wheels makes and delivers nutritious meals to housebound 
members of the community. Volunteers deliver meals by bike or car.
Madella Hilliard Neighborhood Center, 803 W. Eighth St., Georgetown
863-5010 • www.wbco.net/services_meals.html

Taylor Senior Center, 1301 W. Fourth St., Taylor
352-5539 • www.wbco.net/services_meals.html

MEDICo
MEDICO’s mission is to provide medical, eye and dental services to 
areas of Central America where there is little or no basic health care.
2955 Dawn Drive, Ste. D, Georgetown • 930-1893 • www.medico.org

Miracle League at town & Country
The Miracle League at Town & Country is a league for special needs 
children that allows them to play baseball. 
P.O. Box 200277, Austin, 78720
335-7434 • www.austinmiracleleague.com

R.o.C.K. (Ride on Center for Kids) 
The R.O.C.K. provides hippotherapy and theurapeutic horseback 
riding to the special needs population of Williamson County. 
Volunteers assist in lessons and animal care. 
2050 CR 110, Georgetown • 930-7625 • www.rockride.org

Ronald McDonald House of Austin
Ronald McDonald House of Austin provides housing and support for 
families of critically ill children. Volunteers prepare meals and perform 
administrative duties.
1315 Barbara Jordan Blvd., Austin, 78723 • 472-9844
www.rmhc-austin.org

SafePlace
SafePlace prevents domestic and sexual violence and provides help for 
victims. Volunteers work directly with clients or provide indirect service.
1515 Grove Blvd., Austin, 78741 • 267-7233 • www.safeplace.org

Stonehaven Senior Center
Stonehaven Senior Center volunteers provide companionship and 
entertainment to residents.
1704 Hart St., Georgetown • 863-5141

Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer Foundation
The Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer Foundation provides support for 
cancer patients as well as research. Volunteers help organize fundraising.
3508 S. Lamar Blvd., Ste. 300, Austin, 78704 • 473-0900 
www.komenaustin.org

taylor Family yMCA 
YMCA volunteers assist in many programs that build stronger families 
and communities.
106 W. Lake Drive, Taylor • 246-9622 • www.ymcagwc.org/t.php

taylor Public Library
Taylor Public Library volunteers assist with summer programs, help 
with crafts and reshelve books.
801 Vance St., Taylor • 352-3434
www.ci.taylor.tx.us/index.asp?NID=25

the Caring Place
The Caring Place uses volunteer efforts to provide for needy families 
in Georgetown.
2001 Railroad Ave., Georgetown • 869-4735
www.caringplacegeorgetown.com

the Linus Project
With an army of “blanketeers,” Project Linus provides handmade 
blankets for children going through a difficult time in their lives.
110 Ridgewood Drive, Georgetown • 930-4792
www.orgsites.com/tx/austinlinus

united Way of Williamson County
United Way helps local nonprofits and community programs.
1111 N. IH 35, Ste. 220, Round Rock • 255-6799
www.unitedway-wc.org

Williamson County Children’s Advocacy Center
Williamson County Children’s Advocacy Center (WCCAC) is a 
nonprofit organization that provides assistance to abused children, 
non-offending family members and the professionals dedicated to 
the intervention, investigation, prosecution and treatment options 
related to child abuse cases.
1811 SE Inner Loop, Georgetown • 943-3701 • www.wilcocac.org

Williamson County Crisis Center Hope Alliance
Williamson County Crisis Center provides services and counseling to 
victims of sexual assault and violence. Volunteers answer crisis calls 
and assist in a variety of programs.
211 Commerce Blvd., Ste. 103, Round Rock • 255-1212
www.wccc.info

Williamson County Regional Animal Shelter
The Williamson Country Regional Animal Shelter provides care for 
homeless animals. Volunteers assist with direct animal care and adoption.
1855 S.E. Inner Loop, Georgetown • 943-3322 • www.wilcopets.org

Williamson County Symphony orchestra
Formed in 2002, the Williamson County Symphony Orchestra 
performs concerts throughout the county. Volunteers are needed to 
assist at performances.
1007 Green Meadow Drive, Round Rock • 789-5073
 www.williamsoncountysymphonyorchestra.org

Williamson-Burnet County opportunities
WBCO volunteers work in a wide range of services, including child 
development programs and Meals on Wheels, benefiting low-income 
members of the community.
604 High Tech Drive, Georgetown • 763-1400 • www.wbco.net

Adult Day/Health Care Center
The center provides care for seniors with special needs.
110 S. Brown St., Round Rock • 255-4865 • www.ageofaustin.org

More opportunities to volunteer are listed at 
www.impactnews.com/volunteerguide

While Community Impact  Newspaper attempted to include all area organizations that accept volunteers, this list may not be comprehensive. If your 
organization was inadvertently omitted, please e-mail us at listings@impactnews.com and we will do our best to include it next year. 

Robert A. Benson, M.D. Michael F. Lenis, M.D.

Same- and next-day 
appointments available

Pearl

950 West University Ave
Building 1, Suite 104
Georgetown, TX 78626

(512) 869-8500
(512) 869-5052

www.pearlfamilypractice.com

Raju Kurunthottical, D.O.
Board Certi� ed Family Practice Physician

• Now accepting patients 2 years and above • All insurances accepted
• Same day/Walk-in appointments available • Minor emergency care provided
• Flu Shots given 
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When the precinct three county com-
missioner seat was up for election 

in 1992, Williamson County was poised 
for change. With the national economy 
reaching a peak GDP growth in 1994, Texas 

community    icon by Teresa Pione

The Hutto Co-op Gin on its last day in operation, Oct. 17, 2001

DAvID HAyS
leading the country 
in job growth and 
Austin’s population 
sprawling, a new de-
cade of opportunity 
and challenge was 
beginning in Wil-
liamson County. 

Traditionally a 
democratic strong-
hold, the county was 
becoming less of an 
agrarian commu-
nity and more of a 
suburban outgrowth 
of Austin — a shift 
that favored repub-
licans, David Hays 
said. A dynamic 
Georgetown citizen, 
Hays served on the 
Georgetown Cham-
ber of Commerce, 
Rotary Club and 
the YMCA board. 
His familiarity with 
local private and 
public sectors and 
encouragement from 
a colleague prompted 

Hays to join the race for commissioner. 
The county was in great financial shape 

when Hays beat out eight competitors to 
take office as Williamson County precinct 
three commissioner. He then helped facili-

tate several new projects.
 “We were fortunate we had some really 

strong leadership on the court; people real-
ized what was happening and realized we 
needed to do some significant planning for 
the future for the county,” Hays said of his 
early term.

As developers courted the county, the 
need to expedite the process for granting 
land permits became apparent. At the time, 
it was taking 2 to 3 years, he said, for some 
developers to get permission to build. Aside 
from being arduous, Hays said, the process 
was creating an illogical patchwork of pre-
serves and development in the county. 

Hays worked with the federal govern-
ment to shorten the process into about six 
months, while on other fronts he continued 
preservation plans, directed development 
and extended major roads. Under his 
leadership, the county saw extensions of 
Lakeline Boulevard and Parmer Lane. 

Perhaps his greatest accomplishment 
as commissioner, Hays said, is his role in 
establishing the Williamson County Con-
servation Foundation. Through the foun-
dation, Williamson County has received 
nearly $3 million in federal grants to help 
conservation efforts.

“We’ve accelerated growth, helped create 
jobs, but [with the foundation] you have 
a preservation of endangered species that 
will be protected forever,” Hays said, listing 
endangered cave species, the golden cheek-
warbler, cedar trees and creeks as important 

components of the local environment. 
“Looking back, I’ll feel really good about 
having played a part in that.”

Hays, a business and economics gradu-
ate of Southwestern University, also led the 
county in the acquisition of approximately 
2,000 acres in parkland, including Berry 
Springs. Sports fields and preserves, he said, 
will be an important asset for generations 
to come.

“Providing for your family, working hard, 
you got to be educated, that’s essential,” 
Hays said. “I also think it’s equally impor-
tant to take some time to try to give back. 
You know, like, ‘What can you do to make 
this world a better place?’ Even if it’s in the 
smallest, most simple way. I think that’s re-
ally what life is about.” 

Inspired by a childhood missionary to 
exemplify those principles, Hays has trav-
eled to Mozambique and Guatemala to aid 
in community development. In both trips 
he recalled steadfast joy amid dire poverty.

“It makes you realize we really do not 
need a lot of this stuff we think we have to 
have to be happy,” Hays said.

Hays is the senior vice president of 
Georgetown Title Company. He serves as 
director of the Williamson County Con-
servation Foundation and is a member for 
both the Seton Williamson Foundation 
Board and the Williamson County YMCA 
Metro Board. 

Hays and his wife have four children and 
live in Georgetown. 

When David Hays moved to Georgetown as a child, the population was 
6,000. Today the city is nearing 48,000.

NOW OPEN 24/7 FOR ALL OF YOUR 
ANIMAL EMERGENCY NEEDS
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$20 million expansion
northwest Austin The Dell Jewish Community Campus, 7300 
Hart Lane, will soon undergo an expansion. With recent approval from 
Austin City Council, the campus property will be rezoned from a single 
family to planned unit development. The 40-acre campus plans to add 
207,000 sq. ft. of new facilities to help accommodate growing congrega-
tions of other synagogues: the Temple Beth Shalom, Congregation 
Tiferet Israel and Congregation Kol Halev. The new facilities will sup-
port educational and recreational programs, childcare and community 
activities. Call 735-8350 or visit www.austinjewishacademy.org.

Healthy woman
Cedar Park Cedar Park Regional Medical Center, 1401 Medical 
Parkway, will offer Healthy Woman, a free resource to aid women in 
making informed healthcare and well-being decisions. Participants 
will be invited to monthly health seminars and events and receive 
regular e-mail communication. Call 528-7100 or visit  
www.cedarparkregional.com for more information and registration.

At the polls, the minority makes all the decisions
Leander/Cedar Park The 
company a city hires to collect trash, 
the people elected to serve on the city 
council and bond elections for millions 
of dollars all have an impact on every 
resident in Cedar Park and Leander.

Each year, voters are given the 
opportunity to have a say in the 
direction of their city by voting on 
bonds, propositions and officials to sit 
on various boards and the city council.

Yet in May 2008, 539 voters out of 
25,856 registered voters decided who 
would sit in place four on the Cedar 
Park City Council. In 2007, 967 voters 
out of 20,552 registered voters decided 
who would sit in place one.
Full story at more.impactnews.com/2157
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Cedar Park Ordering a custom-
designed cake from Cake, Please! is like 
ordering an edible piece of art. So much 
so, in fact, that you won’t want to eat it 
until you take the first bite and realize 
how delicious it is — then the rest of the 
cake will likely disappear rather quickly.

“Other places may use cardboard and 
glue to design their cakes, but we strive 
to make the entire cake edible,” said 
Cake, Please! co-owner Jaime Chap-
man. “[Some of the decorations on the 

cake] might not taste 
great, but you can eat it.”
Full story at 
more.impactnews.com/2156

Cake, Please!
528-1450

www.theoriginalcakeplease.com

Annual festivals, football boost Austin economy 
Southwest Austin For Austinites driving home from work on the Friday when the Austin City Limits 
Music Festival began, the hassles of additional traffic may have overshadowed the assets provided by 
entertainment events. However, without ACL; South by Southwest Music, Film and Interactive Confer-
ence and Festival; and University of Texas football games, Austin would not have the funding to support 

its local budget.
According to a 2001 

report to the City of Aus-
tin, “Role of Music on the 
Austin Economy,” musi-
cal tourism contributes 
roughly $11.3 million 
directly and indirectly in 
property, sales, hotel and 
other taxes.
Full story at 
more.impactnews.com/2277 

university of texas 
football games

est. 1893

Duration Attendance Economic impact

South By Southwest
est. 1987

Austin City Limits 
Music Festival

est. 2002

3 days

10 days

1 day 94,000/game

149,000

65,000/day $36 million

$95 million

$25 million/game

Economic impact of entertainment events

Source: Austin Convention and Visitors Bureau, SXSW and Fresh and Clean Media 

northwest Austin The corporate 
world was not cutting it for Heather and 
Scott Harkovich, so the two traded in their 
briefcases for bookshelves and opened a 
home décor boutique in Northwest Austin. 

Combining Heather’s background in art 
history and Scott’s entrepreneurial skills, 

opening Heather Scott Home 
& Design seemed like the per-
fect way to please them both. 
Full story at 
more.impactnews.com/2256

Round Rock At the age of 
18, Jerry T. Bradley, who is now 
the president of Children at Heart 
Ministries, left home without 
telling anyone and hopped on a 
train heading west. He initially 
planned to go to Oregon, but said 
he felt led to Shawnee, Okla., after 
seeing a television news report 
about a man crashing a plane into 
Oklahoma Baptist University.
Full story at 
more.impactnews.com/2469

n

Great Hills Tr.

Heather Scott 
Home & Design

360 183

Arboretum 

Heather Scott Home & Design
10000 Research Blvd., Ste. 103

342-6899
www.heatherscotthome.com
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ABRIDGED StoRIES FRoM ouR otHER EDItIonS

nEIGHBoRHooD DInInG HIStoRICAL IMPACt

Private school to build high school in 
Northwest Austin
northwest Austin In September Hyde Park Baptist Schools broke 
ground on a 67,000 sq. ft. high school at The Quarries, near National 
Instruments at MoPac and Braker Lane. The school will open its doors to 
faculty and students at the new location for the 2009-2010 school year. 

Hyde Park Baptist Church owns 58 acres of land in Northwest Aus-
tin that includes a 15-acre spring-fed lake. Other facilities already built 
on the land include a lighted multi-use athletic complex used primar-
ily for football, baseball and soccer, lighted softball fields, four tennis 
courts and a 6,000 sq. ft. open-air pavilion with restrooms and a small 
kitchen. Built in 2006, the Ralph and Bess Smith Christian Life Center 
includes a varsity gym, weight rooms, rock climbing wall, indoor track 
and other facilities available to the public through membership. 
While there used to be two entrances to The Quarries, HPBS closed 
an entrance that opened up to the Mesa Park neighborhood to ensure 
additional traffic was not added to the neighborhood, making MoPac 
the only entrance point to the school.                  
Full story at more.impactnews.com/2259
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A 67,000 sq. ft. facility will open in fall 2009 to accommodate its growing student 
population. HPBS has more than 800 students at four campuses.  

 Hyde Park Baptist High School

northwest Austin Since the 1960s, Aus-
tin has been known for its community activism 
and intense political struggles. One of the first 
and most passionate of these battles was the con-
troversy over the building of Loop 1, more com-
monly known as MoPac. Extending from FM 
1325 on the north to the beginning of Toll 45 
on the south, MoPac spans more than 22 miles 
through west Austin. The political squabbles 
and contentious debates were often as raucous 
as today’s typical daily commute, and through 
the decades, progress to complete the project 
mimicked the snail’s pace of five o’clock traffic on 
what locals sometimes call “Slow-Pac.”
Full story at more.impactnews.com/2254

CTRMA offers scratch-offs to promote cashless Toll 183A
Leander/Cedar Park During November, Toll 183A drivers will receive a scratch-off ticket when they 
pay cash at the Park Street Main Toll Plaza. The Central Texas Regional Mobility Authority planned the pro-
motional giveaways, which reveal up to $100 in prepaid TxTag tolls, to make customers aware the road is going 
cashless Dec. 1.

Instead of slowing down to go through the cash lane at a toll plaza, drivers without a TxTag can remain in the 
main lanes. Cameras mounted above those lanes will photograph each license plate and the vehicle’s registered 
owner will receive a bill in the mail. A $1 processing fee is charged per bill, and bills are sent out every 15 days.

Scratch-off tickets will also be available without purchase at community events at the TxTag Customer Service 
Center, 12719 Burnet Road in Austin, and by sending a self-addressed, stamped envelope to the Central Texas 
Regional Mobility Authority, 301 Congress Ave., Ste. 650, Austin, TX 78701.
Full story at more.impactnews.com/2296

Round Rock The shopping 
center at the northeast corner of 
IH 35 and Hwy. 79 has looked 
pretty much the same since it 
was built in the 1970s, but not 
for much longer. Developers 
plan to raze the buildings there 
and build a 1.1 million sq. ft. 
mixed-use town center, Citi 

Forty-year-old shopping center to be rebuilt

Round Rock For some, Junior’s Grill and Icehouse is “the 
neighborhood Cheers,” general manager Lori Carlin said. Nicer than the 
Boston below-ground bar from TV, Round Rock’s Junior’s touts a beer 
garden, game room and a menu featuring contest-winning burgers with 
homemade seasoning. 
Full story at more.impactnews.com/2473

119 E. main st. • 310-7777
www.juniorsgrill.com

Sun.-thu. 11 a.m.-10 p.m.
Fri. and Sat. 11 a.m.-midnight

Main St.

M
ays St.

I-35

620
n

Junior's Grill 
and Icehouse

Hwy. 79 and N. Mays Street

Centre, that could include a 
seven-story hotel, conference 
facility, theater, and multiple 
restaurants and stores.

“The idea is to make it a com-
munity center — a pedestrian-
friendly, multimodal, new urban-
ist development that will bring 
people into the center of the 

city,” said John Joseph of Clark, 
Thomas & Winters, the law firm 
representing the Midland, Texas-
based property owners.

Round Rock East Realty and 
BKRX Limited bought the 13-
acre property together in July 
2006. A few months later, they 
submitted a site plan to the city 
for the western most portion of 
the property, but could not get 
it approved. 

City manager Jim Nuse said 
the property owners initially 
wanted to clean up, paint and 
give the shopping center a little 
facelift, but the city encouraged 
them to think bigger because of 
its location.
Full story at more.impactnews.com/2481

• Household hazardous waste facility
• No explosives
• No gas cylinders
• Commercial fee-based facility
• Accept cash, Visa & Mastercard
• Paint, chemicals, poisons, fuels, used 
   oil, � lters, appliances, paper, plastic

Hours: 
Thursday & Friday: 8am-5pm
Monday-Wednesday: Open by appointment
Saturday: 8am-12pm
Sunday: Closed

495 CR 156
Georgetown, TX 78626

www.pa-jer.com
e-mail: hugh_tidwell@pa-jer.com A
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Background: 22 years with IBM in sales and marketing, 
research and development, and as a senior strategist, four 
years as owner of Mario’s Mexican Restaurant 
other boards: Sign Committee, Ambassador for the 
Hutto Chamber of Commerce
Education: Bachelor’s in public justice, 
St. Mary’s University
years working in Hutto: Four 
Contact: 846-1778, mariop2001@earthlink.net

Q. How did you get involved with the EDC?
A. I am going into my fifth year here in Hutto, and I have 
been involved with the Hutto Economic Development 
Corporation since that time. I was a board member first and 
then president. Being a business owner, the past president 
and board members got to know me and my background in 
startups and starting new businesses. I was very well versed 
in meeting with CEOs, CFOs, CIOs and big companies [after 
my time with IBM]. That played a part. 

Q. What was your biggest project with the EDC?
A. One of the successful projects that we put together with 
the city was with Castle Ross Developers. That [was the 
Northtown Commons Business Park]. Looking at Hutto right 
now, Hutto is considered a very hot spot, not only in the region, 
but in the state and also in the country. We say Hutto is the 
center of the universe because we are 8 miles from everywhere. 
The things that I like [about Hutto] are that the population 
has grown 665 percent since the year 2000 and our accessible 
location along the nation’s strongest north/south trade route. It is 
plain to see why Southern Business & Development named us one 
of the 2008 Top Edge Markets.

Q. What do you see happening in Hutto in the next 
five to 10 years?
A. I would love to see some companies with 500 to 1,000 
employees. We are going to start seeing things like that. In the 
long range, I would say in five years we are going to see some 
very good things. We are very excited, no matter how the 
economy is going today. There is still some movement right now, 
but probably in the economy it is a very good time for some 
people to react to some things. So, we are very optimistic.

Q. How do you stay connected to economic 
development trends, and how do you relate that to 
what is going on in Hutto?
A. We stay very connected with the Austin chamber. The 
northern growth of Austin is what is moving toward Round 
Rock and Hutto. There are many associations that we belong 
to through our executive director that keep us aware. We are 
looking at automotive plants, medical technology or biomedical 
— especially because of the location we are in, so close to Round 
Rock, and all of the medical centers that are there and also the 
medical school that is going in there. 

Background: 25 years with Texas Instruments, five with 
Motorola, founder and owner of Rick C. Smith and Associates
other boards: Georgetown Chamber of Commerce, 
Economic Development Advisory Board, Compass Bank 
Board of Directors, Austin Chamber Board of Directors
Education: Bachelor’s in business management, Texas 
A&M University
years in Georgetown: 10
Contact: 931-9288, rcsmithassoc@aol.com

Q. How did you get involved with the EDC?
A. MaryEllen Kersch. who was mayor at the time, 
appointed me to the Georgetown Economic Development 
Commission as a commissioner in 2003, and I later became 
chairman. We have taken the economic development 
commission over the last several years and evolved into 
the Economic Development Advisory Board. I have always 
believed that we ought to put something back into the 
community from which we take great lifestyles and things 
like we have in Georgetown.

Q. What professional experience has prepared 
you for serving on the EDC board?
A. A lifetime of board work relative to business 
development [has helped prepare me]. I came to work in 
Austin in 1969, and I was one of three people to do the Texas 
Instruments start up. We started up the TI operations, then 
in 2004 Motorola came through and interviewed me at TI. 
I was [one of the people representing the industry] that 
different prospects would come in and meet. I was doing that 
and the next week they gave me a call, offered me a job and 

Q. How did you get involved with the EDC?
A. I noticed a lot of good things happening [in Taylor]. My 
wife is very involved in the Taylor Heritage and Conservation 
Society. She has been the president there for a while. Through 
her I learned about the Main Street Program and the TEDC 
supporting Main Street and sponsoring the renovation of 
downtown. So, I became curious about what the TEDC did and 
how it did it. I applied for an open position on the board and 
was appointed.

Q. What professional experience has prepared 
you for serving on the EDC board?
A. Like the rest of the TEDC board and staff, I care about 
the community. We are very fortunate to work with the 
staff, Jason Ford and Linda Wentrcek, both of whom have 
broad and deep experience in economic development, 
community involvement and the ability to bring partnerships 
together. I don’t think I bring a whole lot, except caring for 
the community and an appreciation for what all these other 
people are doing. I think I do bring a small-scale ability to 
run a meeting. That helps with the board. 

I went to work for Motorola. Between those two companies I 
have done extensive site search work. 

Q. What was your biggest project with the EDC?
A. We were able to get a major data center project. It is more 
important because it presents Georgetown to the economic 
development world as a place that someone looking to 
move a company could move to. What you do over time is 
pyramid and build a terrific reputation, which we have done 
in Georgetown, to the rest of the world. The outcome of that 
is a very real environment of economic success, which is 
very important nowadays. When you have strong, consistent, 
well-supported-by-the-community economic development 
that provides and grows jobs for tomorrow, the social ills in a 
community tend to go away. Maybe not completely, but when 
there is lower unemployment, when there are people employed 
in a positive community such as Georgetown, you just don’t 
have all those social ills — crime rates are down, all the bad 
things that come from not having good economic development.  
That is where all your resources go to combat those things. 
There is the real reason for us to be dedicated to this.
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community    profiles

Q. What was your biggest project with the EDC?
A. There are three areas in which we have had achievement with 
projects. The first is in community infrastructure development. An 
example of that is the Mustang Creek Industrial Park that the TEDC 
has developed. There are a bunch of smaller things, like helping 
get infrastructure put in for the new H-E-B, and putting in water 
mains out toward the west that will support additional industry and 
commercial development. The second area is business recruitment 
and retention. TEDC purchased the land with help from the city for 
ERCOT to expand to their current size. The third area is workforce 
development. The story there is the East Williamson County Higher 
Education Center. That is an example of the kind of partnerships I 
have seen TEDC foster over the years. 

Q. How do you stay connected to economic 
development trends, and how do you relate that to 
what is going on in taylor?
A. TEDC can’t be alone. We have got to partner with regional 
entities and we do. TEDC is very active in Opportunity Austin, 
sponsored primarily by the Austin Chamber of Commerce. There 
are several counties and other communities that are a part of that. 
What is good for the region, I think, is what’s good for Taylor. 

inTerVieWs by beTh Wade

Background: Manager of engineering for power 
generation at the Lower Colorado River Authority
other boards: City of Taylor Planning and Zoning 
Commission
Education: Bachelor’s in mechanical engineering, 
Texas Tech University, master’s in nuclear engineering, 
University of New Mexico
years in taylor: 27 years; born in Taylor, moved 
away and moved back in 1981
Contact: 365-2707, williamaamaxwell@yahoo.com
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Real Estate

key statistics
marKeT daTa ProVided 

by nicole boynTon

Less than $100,000
$100,000-$149,900
$150,000-$199,900
$200,000-$299,900
$300,000-$399,900
$400,000-$499,900
$500,000-$749,900
$750,000-$999,900
$1 million +

Price range 

Oct. 2008
Oct. 2007
Sept. 2008
August 2008
July 2008
June 2008
May 2008
April 2008
Mar. 2008

55
83
75
81

116
107
92
90
69

Month  

31
45
36
38
37
43
38
45
40

6
26
13
18
19
15
17
14
20

$141,644
$150,740
$152,839
$144,343
$145,570
$153,483
$148,124
$163,628 
$156,511

$143,417
$118,825
$112,584
$126,765
$111,747
$137,393
$102,131
$117,575
$109,678

$267,820
$225,200
$218,189
$225,758
$219,535
$227,306
$225,436
$199,046
$229,201

Change in average 
selling price 

during last year

Change in average 
selling price 

during last year

Change in average 
selling price 

during last year

Georgetown Hutto taylor

$42,620 -$9,096 $24,592-28 -14 -20

No. of sales
Georgetown

Average price
Hutto Taylor Georgetown Hutto Taylor

Change in number of
homes sold 

during last year

Change in number of
homes sold 

during last year

Change in number of
homes sold 

during last year

4
71

116
184
101
63
67
20
14

No. of Homes for Sale

2
92
44
30
8
8
5
1
-

Georgetown Hutto Taylor
28
27
12
13
-
1
-
-
-

Avg. Days on Market

123
98

108
97

118
152
142
124
179

19
68
89
60

134
80

108
52
-

Georgetown Hutto Taylor
100
69

194
131

-
205

-
-
-

Sky Realty
512-289-4663

nicole@austintxreal
estateagent.com
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FIND HEART DISEASE BEFORE IT FINDS YOU.
HeartSaver CT is a fast, painless and powerful screening tool that 
can uncover heart disease years before there’s even a symptom. 
It only takes minutes. And right now, it’s just $199. To learn more 
about the HeartSaver CT, visit hearthospitalofaustin.com. To  
purchase a gift certificate or to schedule an appointment for 
yourself, call 512-407-SAVE or 877-535-3534.
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Market Data Georgetown, Hutto and taylor MLS area

by david Q. neely

Rates remain at historic lows
Between September 1978 and 1990, 30-year, fixed-rate 

mortgages remained above 10 percent on a national av-
erage, reaching a peak of 18 percent in 1981. Since 2000, 
30-year fixed-interest rates have dropped below 7 percent, 
currently at a national overnight average of 5.97 percent 
as of the week ending Oct. 10, according to Bankrate.com, 
making this a good time to buy or refinance a home. Al-
though rates have fluctuated, they are still at historic lows.
the Fannie and Freddie takeover

In September, the federal government moved to create a 
$200 billion backstop for the country’s largest purchasers 
of mortgages, Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac. The act guar-
antees the availability of constant money to the consumers 
buying or refinancing residential homes. As a result, more 
consumers have been able to access affordable financing 
with down payments of only 3 to 5 percent on most mort-
gages, with 100 percent financing now available on specific 
loan products. 
Light at the end of the tunnel

According to the National Association of Realtors, the 
number of pending home sales has surged as buyers posi-
tion themselves to take advantage of lower home prices and 
affordable interest rates. The number of contracts signed for 
pending home sales jumped 6.4 percent from 87.0 to 93.4 in 

July, according to the Pending Home Sales Index, a forward-
looking indicator based on residential sales contracts signed 
in August. The Index is 8.8 percent higher than in August 
2007, when it stood at 85.8, and is at its highest level since 
June 2007, when it was reported at 101.4. 

“While new home sales are down, what is more critical 
to assess is the overall housing demand in existing home 
sales, which comprises 85 percent of the market,” NAR 
Chief Economist Lawrence Yun said.

Although Central Texas has been fairly resistant to the 
crisis in the U.S. housing economy, we have seen an in-
crease in inventory available in the area as well.

However, Tony Fetchel, listing manager with Keller-Wil-
liams Realty, Allen-Lancaster Company, said, “Austin home-
buyers have been affected by the fears created by a sluggish 
U.S. housing market when, in fact, Central Texas has been 
stable and vibrant. When you want your local weather fore-
cast, you don’t tune in to weather channels outside of your 
local area; you pay attention to your region. Local real estate 
trends should be thought of the same way.” 
Incentives for the fence sitter 

President Bush signed the Housing and Economic Re-
covery Act of 2008 into law in late July. For many, it may 
provide the incentive needed finally to buy a home. 

A new $7,500 tax credit for first-time home buyers is a 
temporary incentive from the government to boost interest 
in real estate — but the time frame to take advantage of the 
credit is limited. A first-time homebuyer tax credit, coupled 
with lower home prices, creates a real opportunity to act 

Article provided by David Q. Neely, consumer 
advocate and mortgage broker.
Call 259-2444 or e-mail dneely@superiorlending.com. 

The upside of the downfall

quickly to take advantage of making the dream of home-
ownership a reality. Anyone who has not owned a home in 
the past three years and buys a home between April 9, 2008 
and July 1, 2009 could qualify for this incentive. 

Of course, there is a catch. You have to fall within certain 
income guidelines, typical of tax benefits. And interesting-
ly enough, the tax credit must be paid back, one payment 
per year, over the next 15 years, interest-free. However, it 
remains a tremendous up-front benefit worth exploring, 
and for some people, it could be just enough to make the 
difference between renting and owning. 
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221 Precipice Way

312 old Peak Road302 old Peak Road

5 Br./2.5 Ba. 
2,451 sq. ft. 

4 Br./2.5 Ba.
1,936 sq. ft. 

3 Br./2 Ba 
1,806 sq. ft.

Agents: Bob Cutshall and Allison Heeney

Agents: Bob Cutshall and Allison HeeneyAgents: Bob Cutshall and Allison Heeney

$166,525

$149,425$153,680 

685-6684

685-6684685-6684

GEoRGEtoWn – 78626

Featured homes

Featured homes

Hutto - 78634

Creek Bend
• Homes by Centex
• Located on FM 1660 South with convenient 
  access to Hwy. 79
• Amenities include a swimming pool, picnic     
  pavilion and half basketball court

Schools
• Mitchell Elementary School
• Forbes Middle School
• Georgetown Ninth Grade Center
• Georgetown High School

Schools
• Hutto Elementary School
• Ray Elementary School
• Hutto Middle School
• Hutto High School

1

114 S. Creek Bend Drive
3 Br./2 Ba. 
2,135 sq. ft. 

Centex Homes

$234,095
759-2948

4

206 Peaceful Haven Way
3 Br./2 Ba.
1,732 sq. ft. 

Agent: Krista Bochler

$137,000
657-7603

5

3

412 Mossy Rock Drive
3 Br./2Ba. 
2,304 sq. ft.

Agent: Knolly Williams

$130,000
206-0060

7

2

213 Peaceful Haven Way
3 Br./2 Ba. 
1,918 sq. ft.

Agent: Diane Naivar

 
468-5280

6

$157,500

Pinnacle
• New homes by Main Street
• City-maintained community park
• Convenient access to Inner Loop, 
   Toll 130 and IH 35

n

3

n

6

7

4

5

South Creek Bend D
r.

Ladybug Ln.

Lucky Clover Ln.

Green Slope Ln.

Ridge Line Blvd.

Pinnacle Dr.

Precipice W
ay

Avalanche Ave.

M
aple St.

o
ld Peak D

r.

1

2

Bubbling  Brook Dr.

Peaceful Haven Way

Mossy Rock Drive
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residential    property listings
City Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Sq. Ft.* Price Agent AgencyZIP code Phone

georgeToWn, huTTo, Taylor, ausTin, cedar ParK and leander

If you are a broker/agent, builder or property owner and would like to have your residential and/or commercial properties listed in our real estate section at no cost, please contact us at 
realestate@impactnews.com to request a submission form. All listings received will be considered for publication in one or more editions of Community Impact Newspaper.

78626 Georgetown Berry J Sur 2005 CR 152 3br/3ba 2,495 $285,000 Ronnie Marley Coldwell Banker United REALTOR 417-7342 
78626 Georgetown Logan Add 1610 George St. 3br/3ba 2,354 $339,900 Nancy Knight Lone Star Properties 863-4442 
78626 Georgetown Meadows Georgetown  915 Churchill Farms Drive 3br/3ba 1,860 $156,900 Shirley Linahan Keller Williams Realty 663-8784 
78626 Georgetown Parkview Estates  110 Pecan Vista Cove 3br/2ba 1,530 $149,375 Teri Gooch RE/MAX Centx Assoc. 818-0176 
78626 Georgetown Rabbit Hollow  209 Rabbit Hollow Lane 3br/2ba 1,806 $211,777 Joe Luna Casablanca Centex Realty 868-0385 
78626 Georgetown Weir 801 CR 194 5br/3ba 3,000 $358,200 Karin Truxillo Urban Homes & Land 966-0166
78626 Georgetown Western Hills Estates 401 Western Hill Drive 4br/4ba 4,045 $849,000 Doug Hogan Century 21 HS & Associates 350-6306 
78628 Georgetown Berry Creek 125 Liscio Loop 4br/4ba 3,588 $474,900 Judie Heine Groff Properties 868-9211 
78628 Georgetown Berry Creek  30100 Oakmont Drive 3br/4ba 3,057 $359,000 Paula Thomas Prudential Texas Realty 818-1717 
78628 Georgetown Berry Creek  30004 Oakland Hills Drive 4br/3ba 2,927 $265,000 John Westbrook Highland Realty 799-6612 
78628 Georgetown Cimarron Hills 105 Spearpoint Cove 4br/6ba 5,400 $1,350,000 Stan Barron Stan Barron Properties 345-8585 
78628 Georgetown Cimarron Hills 110 Paloma Point 4br/5ba 5,980 $1,497,000 Dora Aubin J. Paul Aubin Co. 966-4555 
78628 Georgetown Gabriels Overlook  111 Park Place 4br/4ba 3,300 $380,000 Suzette Gabriel Sellstate Summit Realty 635-1197 
78628 Georgetown North Lake C 310 Neches Trail 3br/3ba 2,471 $305,900 Walter Trisko Keller Williams Realty 929-7937 
78628 Georgetown Reata Trails 3306 Lonesome Trail 3br/2ba 1,790 $148,500 Stuart Sutton J.B. Goodwin, REALTORS 844-3254 
78628 Georgetown Reserve At Berry Creek  529 Sarazen S Loop 5br/4ba 3,960 $459,000 Russell Phillips Moreland Properties 698-7877 
78628 Georgetown River Chase 111 River Chase 3br/3ba 3,178 $550,000 Donald Hemingway Crystal Falls Realty 789-3356 
78628 Georgetown River Ridge 303 Rim Rock Drive 4br/3ba 2,614 $239,900 Kari Christ Sellstate Summit Realty 930-7355 
78628 Georgetown River Ridge  700 Greenwood Court 4br/3ba 3,110 $259,900 Paula Thomas Prudential Texas Realty 818-1717 
78633 Georgetown Gabriels Grove 128 Vista Lane 3br/4ba 2,910 $582,900 Michael Kelly Avalar Austin 636-5955 
78633 Georgetown Shell Ranch 115 Hickory Lane 4br/2ba 1,966 $237,485 Michael Lamendola Platinum Properties 470-6340 
78633 Georgetown Sun City 307 Cobalt Cove 2br/2ba 1,978 $229,900 Pokey Delwaide ERA - Colonial Real Estate 818-9300 
78633 Georgetown Sun City 107 Travis Drive 4br/2ba 2,750 $359,950 Pokey Delwaide ERA - Colonial Real Estate 818-9300 
78633 Georgetown Sun City 105 Nueces Trail 3br/2ba 2,008 $239,500 Jack Mclemore Broker Direct MLS 817-283-5134
78633 Georgetown Sun City  317 Bonham Loop 2br/2ba 1,426 $135,000 Marcy Urban Urban Homes and Land 413-5842 
78633 Georgetown Sun City  107 Wild Plum Circle 2br/2ba 1,822 $219,950 Pokey Delwaide ERA - Colonial Real Estate 818-9300 
78633 Georgetown Sun City  130 Travis 3br/2ba 2,502 $323,900 Pokey Delwaide ERA - Colonial Real Estate 818-9300 
78633 Georgetown Sun City  503 Deer Meadow 2br/2ba 1,712 $215,000 Darlene Buck Century 21 HS & Associates 818-1887 
78633 Georgetown Waterwood 20103 Turkey Trot Circle 3br/4ba 3,661 $433,500 Judith Copple Keller Williams Realty 864-2500 
78633 Georgetown West Ridge  104 N Sumac Lane 4br/3ba 3,638 $223,900 Patty Haug Patty Haug, REALTOR 775-4973 
78633 Georgetown Whisper Wood  1110 Jennings 3br/3ba 2,576 $245,000 Frances Cornejo Realm Professionals 565-0834 
78633 Georgetown Woodland Park 103 Shady Elm Drive 4br/4ba 3,000 $439,000 Barbara Goergen Joseph Goergen Realty 517-8683 
78634 Hutto Bell Meadows  126 Willow Drive 3br/2ba 1,633 $142,777 Joe Luna Casablanca Centex Realty 868-0385 
78634 Hutto Star Ranch  20928 Prestwick Drive 4br/3ba 3,686 $247,300 Knolly Williams RE/MAX Austin Associates 206-0060 
78634 Hutto Star Ranch  20929 Prestwick Drive 5br/4ba 3,478 $284,921 Steve Simmons Century 21 Excel, Realtors 733-9032 
78660 Hutto Blackhawk Fairways 19413 Vilamoura St. 7br/3ba 2,761 $300,988 Eldon Wilie Wilie Properties 343-7009 
76574 Taylor A Y S 5401 CR 404 3br/2.5ba   1,494 $199,500 Art Baisley Brasfield Real Estate 365-6500
76574 Taylor Bel-Air Addition 2002 Davis 3br/2ba 1,284 $89,900 Donna Brasfield,GRI Brasfield Real Estate 365-6500
76574 Taylor Clearfield 409 Oscar St. 3br/1ba 942 $69,000 Shane Polach Terra Properties, Inc. 415-2386
76574 Taylor Cuba John 1402 T. H. Johnson Drive 4br/3ba 2,585 $239,900 David Money RE/MAX Heart of Texas, REALTOR 426-2536
76574 Taylor Dahlberg Estates 2702 Paula Lane 3br/2ba  1,968 $139,900 Donna Brasfield,GRI Brasfield Real Estate 365-6500
76574 Taylor Dahlberg Estates  501 Pintail Lane 3br/2ba 1,433 $119,900 Shane Polach Terra Properties, Inc. 415-2386
76574 Taylor Fisher-Speegle 1118 Mclain 3br/2ba 1,923 $124,998 Harry Pokorny Lone Star Properties 773-2200
76574 Taylor Green Lawn  1801 Oaklawn 3br/2ba 1,478 $91,000 Patricia Smith Keller Williams Realty 637-8277
76574 Taylor Hague Heights 1120 W. Lake Drive  4br/3.5ba   3,048 $189,900 Donna Brasfield,GRI Brasfield Real Estate 940-3363
76574 Taylor Janak Addition 2103 Lillie Lane 3br/2ba 1,919 $119,900 Donna Brasfield,GRI Brasfield Real Estate 365-6500
76574 Taylor Kovar 700 Lake Drive 5br/3ba 3,057 $225,000 Sharla Gola Cornerstone Real Estate, Inc. 365-9548
76574 Taylor Mallard Park  2009 Canvas Back Drive 4br/3ba 2,089 $131,000 Yvonne Yeska Citywide Realty 636-3656
76574 Taylor Mallard Park  2207 Canvas Back Drive 4br/3ba 2,364 $130,000 Pedro Gomez Casa Grande Realty, LLC 961-2535
76574 Taylor Morningside 507 Sams St. 3br/2ba 1,305 $110,700 Diana Stone McMakin & Associates, Inc. 970-0124
76574 Taylor Murphy Addition 901 Hackberry St. 3br/2ba 1,892 $40,000 Donna Brasfield,GRI Brasfield Real Estate 365-6500
76574 Taylor Northpark  1008 Grand Teton Trail 5br/4ba 4,483 $240,278 Colette Fitzgerald Pamela Mills 294-1781
76574 Taylor Richard E Smith 2301 Davis 3br/2ba 1,206 $99,500 Thomas Mahnke Ellmaker Realty 497-0055
76574 Taylor Summerfield 901 Grand Teton Trail 5br/4ba 5,211 $247,629 Colette Fitzgerald Pamela Mills 294-1781
76574 Taylor Summerfield 1000 Yellowstone 5br/4ba 5,211 $254,594 Colette Fitzgerald Pamela Mills 294-1781
76574 Taylor Summerfield 1008 Yellowstone 5br/4ba 4,483 $228,477 Colette Fitzgerald Pamela Mills 294-1781
76574 Taylor Vance 1002 Washburn St. 2br/1ba 1,030 $59,000 Cherri Thompson Keller Williams Realty 924-9548
76574 Taylor Vance 1019 Porter 2br/1ba 1,064 $76,500 Debbie Kovar McMakin & Associates, Inc. 940-0192
76574 Taylor Winsett 400 Thorndale Road 3br/2ba 1,015 $74,900 Donna Brasfield,GRI Brasfield Real Estate 365-6500
76574 Taylor Zarza P Survey 7025 FM 1331 3br/3ba 3,361 $380,000 Donna Brasfield,GRI Brasfield Real Estate 365-6500
76574 Taylor N/A 321 County Road 368 6br/3ba 3,424 $349,900 Kelli Roch Gaston & Sheehan Realty 627-3857
78613 Cedar Park Anderson Mill West 2712 Melba Pass 4br/2.5ba 3,080 $279,800 Debbie Simmons Keller Williams 659-7579 
78613 Cedar Park Anderson Mill West  1900 Birds Nest 4br/3ba 1,796 $164,900 David Evans Evans & Associates 947-7802
78613 Cedar Park Anderson Mill West  3100 Red Bay Drive 3br/3ba 1,349 $159,900 Stewart Pate Alta Vista Properties 748-9715
78613 Cedar Park Bella Vista  3119 Argento Place 4br/4ba 3,614 $309,500 Van Davison Davison Real Estate 801-1240 
78613 Cedar Park Buttercup Creek 2013 Nelson Ranch Loop 5br/3.5ba 3,451 $349,246  N/A David Weekley Homes 821-8886 
78613 Cedar Park Cedar Park  1805 Woodstone Court 3br/2ba 1,335 $135,400 Mary Williams Highland Lakes Real Estate 267-7772 
78613 Cedar Park Cedar Park Towncenter  1401 Colorado Bend 4br/3ba 2,165 $185,000 Romeo Manzanilla Realty Austin 743-7820 
78613 Cedar Park Crossing At Carriage Hills 1208 Knoll Ridge Drive 3br/2ba 1,434 $139,900 Johnny Cuchia Keller Williams - Lake Travis 917-0801 
78613 Cedar Park Cypress Bend 1608 Edelweiss 5br/3ba 3,189 $264,336 Chuma Jerome 1% Realty 423-5507 
78613 Cedar Park Cypress Canyon 2803 Mancini Cove 5br/5ba 4,322 $539,511 John Mick Century 21 Ripley Realty 401-9306 
78613 Cedar Park Cypress Canyon Preserve 2811 Rambler Valley Drive 5br/4 4,069 $515,000 N/A Standard Pacific Homes 336-8331
78613 Cedar Park Cypress Creek  2301 Sandra 4br/3ba 2,764 $255,000 Stephanie Nold Keller Williams Realty 779-6436 
78613 Cedar Park Forest Oaks  302 Cordova 4br/3ba 3,080 $314,900 Cong Nguyen Keller Williams Realty 577-6258 
78613 Cedar Park Hunters Glenn  2302 Casey Cove 3br/3ba 2,007 $186,900 Joseph Stan Joe Stan Properties 422-8693 
78613 Cedar Park Hunters Glenn  1302 Old Mill 3br/2ba 2,102 $207,900 Heather Brown RE/MAX Austin Skyline 751-2931
78613 Cedar Park Ranch At Deer Creek  2418 Drifting Leaf Drive 4br/4ba 3,227 $339,900 Kevin Elliott Keller Williams Realty 347-7740 
78613 Cedar Park Red Oaks 1602 Avondale Drive 4br/3ba 2,984 $270,990 Kevin Elliott Keller Williams Realty 347-7740 
78613 Cedar Park Reserve at Twin Creeks 3305 Sky Ridge 4br/5ba 4,054 $560,000 Clare Coffey Executive Properties 496-8033 
78613 Cedar Park Silver Oak  1608 Merganser Lane 4br/3ba 2,649 $280,486 Adrianne Atkins Keller Williams Realty 632-2892 
78613 Cedar Park Silverado West  2201 Sage Canyon 3br/3ba 2,584 $199,000 Michelle Dewvall Century 21 Excel, Realtors 415-2348 
78613 Cedar Park The Ranch at Brushy Creek 204 Broken Arrow 4br/4ba 3,869 $474,900 Jack Harbour Drees Realty 263-2250 
78613 Cedar Park Twin Creeks Country Club  2500 Durlston 4br/4ba 4,027 $449,900 Tim Kress RE/MAX Capital City 719-5555 
78613 Cedar Park Walsh Trails 1105 Walsh Hill Trail 4br/4ba 3,475 $362,000 John Mick Century 21 Ripley Realty 401-9306 
78613 Cedar Park Woods At Carriage Hills 901 Saba Cove 3br/2ba 1,628 $164,425 Mary Ann Ramsel Crystal Falls Realty 635-6550 
78641 Leander Block House Creek 1311 Chardonnay Crossing 4br/3ba 2,512 $194,700 Robyn Mosner Keller Williams Realty 913-5593
78641 Leander Boulders at Crystal Falls 2010 Ocotillo 4br/3ba 2,786 $232,000 Chuma Jerome 1% Realty 423-5507 
78641 Leander County Glen 706 County Cork 3br/2.5ba 1,384 $151,250 Mary Ann Ramsel Crystal Falls Realty 635-6550 
78641 Leander Crystal Falls-Fairways 2007 First View  5br/3.5ba 3,489 $443,087  N/A David Weekley Homes 821-8875  
78641 Leander Fairways At Crystal Falls 2403 Ambush Canyon 4br/4ba 3,875 $550,000 Don Hemingway Crystal Falls Realty 789-3356 
78641 Leander Grand Mesa 1203 High Lonesome 7br/6ba 7,815 $1,159,000 Michael Sanders Nelson O. Roberts 784-6784 

*All square footage is approximate and per tax or appraisal district records.

801 CR 194, Georgetown $358,200

111 Park Place, Georgetown $380,000

111 River Chase, Georgetown $550,000

1608 Edelweiss, Cedar Park $264,336

2712 Melba Pass, Cedar Park $279,800

1311 Chardonnay Crossing, Leander $194,700

303 Rim Rock Drive, Georgetown $239,900

2002 Davis, Taylor $89,900

2103 Lillie Lane, Taylor $119,900
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78641 Leander Boulders at Crystal Falls 2010 Ocotillo 4br/3ba 2,786 $232,000 Chuma Jerome 1% Realty 423-5507
78660 Pflugerville Arbor Creek 707 House Wren Loop 4br/4ba 3,959 $275,000 James Godina Exit SW Jackson Properties 750-0891 
78660 Pflugerville Avalon 19417 Morgana Drive 4br/3ba 2,971 $237,000 Lisa Salinas-Gruver Coldwell Banker United REALTOR 423-5781 
78660 Pflugerville Avalon Park 19624 Sangremon Way 4br/3.5ba 3,684 $317,712 N/A Standard Pacific Homes 990-3190 
78660 Pflugerville  Avalon Village 3600 Glastonbury Trail 4br/2.5ba 2,643 $227,105 N/A Standard Pacific Homes 252-3657
78660 Pflugerville Blackhawk Trails 3117 Murrelet Way 3br/2ba 1,774 $225,781 Eldon Wilie Wilie Properties 343-7009 
78660 Pflugerville Highland Park 17829 Kenai Fjords Drive 3br/3ba 2,095 $190,950 Dave Clinton D.R. Horton, America’s Builder 345-4663 
78660 Pflugerville Highland Park North  600 Abbey Glen Castle Drive 3br/2ba 1,858 $188,000 Hellena Frazier J.B. Goodwin, REALTORS 626-0719 
78660 Pflugerville Katymeade 1213 Woodlawn 4br/3ba 2,546 $177,000 Barry Mott The Mott Company 797-0501 
78660 Pflugerville Lakeside at Blackhawk 20305 Chayton Circle 4br/4ba 4,066 $314,280 Nash Phillips Wilshire Homes 502-2050 
78660 Pflugerville Meadows of Blackhawk 20300 Treyburn Lane 4br/2ba 2,328 $224,990 Lori Knaps Synterra Property Group, Inc 402-4316 
78660 Pflugerville Northtown Park  13707 Lothian Drive 3br/3ba 1,247 $109,500 Earl Price Keller Williams Realty 532-5606 
78660 Pflugerville Mountain Creek Ranch Condos 1010 Immanuel Road #104 3br/2ba 1,284 $169,777 Debbie Simmons Keller Williams 659-7579
78660 Pflugerville Park At Blackhawk  3501 Winding Shore Lane 4br/3ba 2,753 $199,990 Lori Knaps Synterra Property Group, Inc 402-4316  
78660 Pflugerville Pflugerville Estates 1601 Magic Hill 3br/3ba 1,878 $222,700 Alexandra Marek Gaston & Sheehan Realty 656-0788 
78660 Pflugerville Picadilly Ridge 17725 Loch Linnhe 3br/3ba 1,380 $109,999 Bobbie Sawtelle Lotus Bloom Realty 586-4730 
78660 Pflugerville Ridge at Steeds Crossing  21308 Grand National Ave. 3br/2ba 1,474 $129,000 Terry Curtis Lily Pad Properties 300-9166 
78664 Round Rock Forest Creek 2206 Hamlet 5br/4.5ba 5,387 $499,000 Karen Halsema Keller Williams 514-1312 
78664 Round Rock Forest Creek  4518 Harvey Penick 5br/4ba 4,032 $439,000 Alexander Stross RE/MAX Austin Skyline 912-8377 
78664 Round Rock Forest Creek Estates 1213 Amistad Drive 4br/2ba 2,525 $290,000 David Mozingo Centex Realty 789-4433 
78664 Round Rock Greenslopes At Lakecreek  1400 Lawnmont Drive 3br/1ba 880 $100,000 Johnny Duarte Casa Grande Realty, LLC 576-7725 
78664 Round Rock High Country  3408 Kelsey 4br/3ba 2,642 $162,000 Frances Cornejo Realm Professionals 565-0834 
78664 Round Rock Jester Farms  1869 Wallin Loop 3br/2ba 1,780 $158,500 Brenda Cardenas Prudential Ultima Real Estate 902-6967 
78664 Round Rock Mesa Ridge  1305 Troy Lane 3br/2ba 1,307 $117,342 Kevin Bierwirth Realtron 825-0331 
78664 Round Rock Morningside Meadows  3204 Red Bud Lane 5br/4ba 5,496 $260,000 Joseph Hanzich HomeCity, Inc. 294-7603 
78664 Round Rock Morningside Meadows  225 Silver Lace 5br/4ba 5,580 $279,900 Carla Reed John Pfluger Realty, Inc. 657-7730 
78664 Round Rock Oak Bluff Estates 18 Woodland Lane 5br/2.2ba 4,648 $459,000 Donna Brasfield,GRI Brasfield Real Estate 365-6500 
78664 Round Rock Remington Heights 1402 Thibodeaux Drive 3br/2ba 1,400 $139,900  Nason Hengst RE/MAX - Heart of Texas 775-7900 
78664 Round Rock Settlement  707 Saunders Drive 3br/2ba 1,426 $119,900 Wendy Mitchler Century 21 Ripley Realty 965-0677 
78664 Round Rock Springbrook Centre  17310 Ibex 3br/2ba 1,955 $164,498 Stacey Hymel Century 21 First Place 789-7889 
78664 Round Rock Teravista 1630 Greenside 4br/3ba 2,650 $272,490 Fred Meyers Austin City Living 517-2300 
78664 Round Rock Turtle Creek Village  1832 Logan Drive 3br/3ba 2,150 $164,900 David Hooker Realty World-John Horton 656-7392 
78664 Round Rock Wild Plum Valley 37 Valley View Drive 5br/4ba 3,903 $500,000 Elvira Palacios Palacios Realty 248-9464 
78665 Round Rock Hills At Paloma Lake 3423 Cortes Place 4br/3ba 2,965 $257,035 John Mick Century 21 Ripley Realty 401-9306 
78665 Round Rock Lakeside  3705 Palo Pinto Cove 3br/2ba 1,606 $135,500 Khadja Zazy Prudential Ultima Real Estate 791-1686 
78665 Round Rock Laurel Ridge  3824 Haleys Way 3br/2ba 1,717 $144,850 Amanda Morris Keller Williams Realty 736-2919 
78665 Round Rock Preserve At Dyer Creek 1121 Preserve Place 5br/3ba 2,557 $259,902 John Mick Century 21 Ripley Realty 401-9306 
78665 Round Rock Sonoma  1611 Belvedere Place 4br/3ba 2,729 $199,900 Linda Vargas Prominent Realty, Inc. 219-5076 
78665 Round Rock Teravista  806 Bent Wood Place 4br/3ba 2,885 $275,000 James Mosner Keller Williams Realty 658-2292 
78681 Round Rock Behrens Ranch 2900 Arbor 5br/4ba 3,578 $347,000 Jo Jones Welcome Home Realty 633-2604 
78681 Round Rock Behrens Ranch  2504 Echo Wood Place 4br/3ba 3,400 $339,500 Bruce Berman Coldwell Banker United REALTOR 750-6611 
78681 Round Rock Behrens Ranch  2953 Agave Loop 3br/3ba 3,047 $299,990 Steve Durso Steve Durso Properties 789-3656 
78681 Round Rock Brushy Creek  423 Valona Loop 4br/3ba 2,754 $250,000 Sheila Hilts Sheila T. Hilts 413-3953 

2010 Ocotillo, Leander $232,000

1402 Thibodeaux Drive, Round Rock $139,900

1010 Immanuel Road, #104, Pflugerville $169,777

2504 Echo Wood Place, Round Rock $339,500

3600 Glastonbury Trail, Pflugerville $227,105


