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Story highlightS
• taylor keeps operating costs down

• city of georgetown’s electric utility 
helps lower property taxes

• hutto invests money for future growth 

Printed on
recycled paper

City staff hire consultants to create a Unified 
Development Code to simplify city ordinances

Hutto ISD - $1.435

City of Hutto - $0.499154 Williamson County - $0.46832
Williamson County - $0.46832

City of Taylor - $0.79

Taylor ISD - $1.20

Emergency Services District 
+ County Road Tax - $0.12

City of Georgetown
 $0.35622

Williamson County - $0.46832
Georgetown ISD - $1.29

In Georgetown, Hutto and Taylor, the 
cities’ budgets and property tax rates differ 
because each city is at a different stage in 
its development, which makes it difficult 
to compare them. The city of Taylor, for 
example, has a flat operating and mainte-
nance budget, but still has high taxes com-
pared with other cities because it operates 
its own fire department, while Hutto is 
served by an Emergency Services District 
that is supported by a separate tax. 

 “It is hard — when you are growing this 
fast — to compare to what everybody else is 
doing, but I think it is important to do that,” 
Hutto Finance Director Laurie Brewer said. 
“A lot of it really deals with the different 
services that are offered. Georgetown has an 
electric system and transfers some over to 
the general fund to keep the taxes low. You 
have to look at the whole city in total.”

In this budget year, due to increases in as-
sessed value determined by the Williamson 
County Appraisal District, each city will see 
an increase in revenue, as will Williamson 
County, which also recently approved its 
budget for the 2009 fiscal year. 

With increased revenues, the cities’ bud-
gets reflect the changing economy and the 
need to maintain and add projects to the 
payroll this fiscal year, which began Oct. 1.
Taylor

With the recent hike in prices of energy, 
some governments have had to cut back on 
operating costs to keep up with the econo-
my, city of Taylor Finance Director Rose-
marie Dennis said. 

The council approved the $11.1 million 
budget Sept. 4.

For years, the city of Taylor has worked 
to keep its operating expenses low, and 
Dennis said this year is no different.

Of the city’s $0.79 per $100 valuation 
property tax, operation and maintenance is 
funded with approximately $0.60, while al-
most $0.19 covers the city’s debt services.

“If you look over the last 10 to 12 years, 
the operation and maintenance rate has 
stayed the same,” Taylor Assistant City 
Manager Jim Dunaway said. “So, in essence, 
we are doing the same as we grow, with less 

money. Our debt, however, fluctuates when 
you issue [bonds], what you issue and how 
much you issue.”

The city budget also had to account 
for increased costs in other areas, such as 
health care and retirement funding, Den-
nis said. Increases in health care and retire-
ment costs were a common theme in all 
three budgets.

Taylor also had to consider future chang-
es in the city’s sales tax revenues. In June, 

property tax rates per $100 taxable valuation

Average taxable value for residential 
properties, after exemptions: $137,034
Average property tax burden per 
homeowner: $3,456.65

Average taxable value for residential 
properties, after exemptions: $193,263
Average property tax burden per 
homeowner: $4,086.62

Average taxable value for residential 
properties, after exemptions: $89,825
Average property tax burden per 
homeowner: $2,208.19

Sources: Williamson County Appraisal District, www.wcad.org;  City of Georgetown, www.georgetown.org; 
City of Hutto, www.huttotx.gov; City of Taylor, www.ci.taylor.state.tx.us; Taylor ISD, www.taylorisd.org

Traditional city design, with houses and shopping generally separat-
ed because of zoning restrictions, is evolving as city planners look for 
ways to include more multiuse developments and incorporate a variety 
of housing, commercial and retail options for residents into the city.

Like neighboring cities Leander and 
Georgetown, Hutto is creating a Unified 
Development Code, a document that 
contains all of the city’s development 
guidelines and ordinances.

The city of Leander completed a Unified Development Code and SmartCode 
Overlay in 2004. This conceptual rendering was drawn to represent the codes 
used in the UDC. Hutto’s code could be similar, but will not be the same, said 
Ben Brown, principal at PlaceMakers, LLC.

Total taxes- $2.11454Georgetown Hutto TaylorTotal taxes- $2.522474 Total taxes- $2.45832
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Throughout high school and college I 
worked for a local electrical contractor. I 
spent a lot of time with “old guys” whose 
radio stations didn’t seem to include any-
thing on the FM side of the dial. “I’ll never 
listen to that stuff,” I remember thinking. 
Today I have a vehicle with a CD player, 
satellite radio and an input for my iPod, 
and if you turned the key on right now the 
display would show — you guessed it — an 
AM radio station. I guess I’m the old guy.

I don’t agree with everything the talk 
radio folks throw out, but they always 
make me think. Recently, Rush Limbaugh 
made an observation that really struck a 
chord with me. He made the point that, 
generally speaking, American media out-
lets were the only businesses that did not 

set customer service as their top priority. 
He contended that people are hungry for 
accurate, unbiased information, yet the 
mainstream media seem to be marching to 
the beat of their own drum (and ignoring 
the market in the process). Many retail 
businesses live by the mantra that the cus-
tomer is always right. Limbaugh argued 
that many media outlets have strayed from 
this mindset and are paying the price.

Agree or disagree, it’s definitely thought-
provoking. At Community Impact Newspa-
per, we strive to provide relevant, useful and 
unbiased information. On Nov. 14, we will 
launch our sixth newspaper and introduce 
our “hyper-local” focus to Central Austin. 
This new publication will add approxi-
mately 78,000 addresses and bring our total 
monthly distribution to almost 400,000 
newspapers. In an age of declining print 
newspapers, we are excited about our con-
tinued growth and community support. 
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1

New plate designs
Texans wanting vanity license plates can 
choose from dozens of new styles and col-
ors that the Texas Department of Trans-
portation is offering. Custom messages 
range up to six characters. Call 
877-769-7528 or visit www.myplates.com.

Georgetown
Operation School Bell
Assistance League of Georgetown Area, 
celebrating the 50th anniversary of the 
Operation School Bell program, hopes 
to collect school clothes for 1,200 children 
in the Florence, Jarrell and Georgetown 
school districts. Send monetary donations 
to P.O. Box 1178, Georgetown, TX 78627. 
Call 864-2542 or visit http://home.earthlink.
net/~algatexas.

1  Minuteman award
Minuteman Press Full-Service Print-
ing Center, 1011 Leander Road, won the 
“Top Overall Performance Award” out of 
more than 700 Minuteman Press franchises 
worldwide on Aug. 16. Call 931-2211 or 
visit www.mmptx.com.

2  Red Poppy art contest
The Red Poppy Planning Committee is 
seeking original artwork to be featured 
on the 2009 Red Poppy Festival poster. 
Artwork must be related to the Red Poppy 
Festival. All entries must be submitted to 
the Georgetown Convention and Visitors 
Bureau office, 103 W. Seventh St., by Nov. 
7. Call 930-3585 or e-mail 
cmiller@georgetowntx.org.
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3  New owners
Two Georgetown businessmen are purchas-
ing Yours For Keeps, 1915 N. Austin Ave., 
an engraving and awards shop. Ty Gipson, 
owner of Minuteman Press, and Brian 
Burkhart, owner of Georgetown Sport-
ing Goods, will take ownership Jan. 1. Call 
868-5881.

4  Tamiro Plaza update
When construction is complete, mixed-
use complex Tamiro Plaza, 501 S. Austin 
Ave., will be home to FTC Architects, who 
designed the plaza; Silver and Stone Bras-
serie, an upscale restaurant; and SunStar 
Geriatrics Healthcare, a medical clinic for 
the elderly. Call 819-9900 or visit 
www.tamiroplaza.com.

5  NextCare clinic
Urgent care provider NextCare purchased 
Georgetown immediate care clinic Stat Med 
Emergent Care, 902 N. Austin Ave., Ste. 
102, in September. Arizona-based NextCare 
owns 33 clinics in six states. This is its first 
clinic in Texas. Call 930-7828 or visit 
www.nextcare.com.

6  Take me home tonight
Papa Murphy’s, a “take-and-bake” pizza 
chain, which allows customers to buy the 
uncooked pizza and take it home to bake 
in their oven, opened a store Sept. 30 at 
3316 Williams Drive, Ste. 100. Franchisee 
Doug Miller owns nine other Papa Mur-
phy’s locations in the Austin area. Visit 
www.papamurphys.com.

7  Flip that gym
Kidsport is nearly doubling its gym space. 
The facility at 2524 Shell Road will be about 
17,000 sq. ft. total once the new gym is 
finished around Nov. 1. Programs include 
gymnastics, cheer, dance, swimming, cook-
ing and more. Call 864-1334 or visit 
www.gtgym.com.

Hutto
Limmer Loop complete
The final section of Limmer Loop, be-
tween CR 110 and Toll 130, was completed 
at the end of September, two months 
ahead of schedule. The Loop’s total length 
from Mager Lane to CR 110 is 6.8 miles. 
Construction costs were $7.7 million. Call 
943-1663 or visit www.wilco.org.

PUC announces route
On Sept. 11, Public Utility Commission 
officials approved utility companies’ plans to 
build electric transmission lines through the 
city of Hutto, despite residents’ objections. 
However, citizens did successfully argue for 
the lines to be mounted on single 100-foot-
tall poles throughout Hutto’s ETJ, rather than 
the approximately 150-foot metal lattice 
towers favored by the utility companies. Visit 
more.impactnews.com/1892, more.impact-
news.com/790 or www.puc.state.tx.us.

New EDC board members
Anne Cano of JB Goodwin Realtors and 
Stan Briggs of State Farm Insurance were 
approved by the city council Sept. 18 as 
members of the Hutto Economic Devel-
opment Corporation Board of Directors. 
Briggs is also on the board of the Hutto 
Chamber of Commerce. Call 759-2806 or 
visit www.huttoedc.com.
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community    events
 

10-nov.15  
 “operation Share a Hug”

  Benefits Hope Alliance in Round 
Rock • Accepting donations of Teddy Bears for National Teddy 
Bear Day • Hoppin’ Hippo, 2121 CR 108, Hutto • 608-4085 
rita@bearycutestuffables.com

11-30 Fall art Hop juried art competition 
and exhibition

Hosted by Georgetown Art Works • Georgetown Public 
Library, 402 W. Eighth St.; 8th Street Studios, 308 W. Eighth 
St.; Annarella, 800 S. Austin Ave.; The Framer’s Gallery, 610 
S. Main St. • Fall Art “Hop-Scotch,” Oct. 11 • Tours begin at the 
library at 9:30 a.m. • www.georgetownartworks.com

11 Hill Country Book Festival
Presentations from Central Texas authors 

Georgetown Public Library, 402 W. Eighth St. 
9 a.m.-4 p.m. • www.hillcountrybookfestival.org

archeology Day
Berry Springs Park and Preserve, 1801 CR 152, Georgetown
10 a.m.-3 p.m. • Free • 943-1670 •  www.williamsonmuseum.org

13 Georgetown Rotary Club 
Scholarship Golf Classic

Berry Creek Country Club, 30500 Berry Creek Drive, 
Georgetown • Shotgun start at noon • $125/person after 
Oct. 6 • 868-5311 • www.georgetownrotary.org
 

18  
Hutto olde Tyme Days

Downtown Hutto • 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
759-4400 • www.hutto.org 

Chamber of Commerce Bar-Bid-Cue auction
Featuring live and silent auctions • Tasus Texas, 211 Tasus 
Way, Georgetown • $20 (adults), $10 (children 12 and under) 
5:30-10 p.m. • 930-3535 • www.barbidcue.com

Williamson County Symphony orchestra
Hutto ISD performing Arts Center, 101 FM 685, Hutto • 7:30 p.m. 
Free • www.williamsoncountysymphonyorchestra.org

applebee’s Pancake Breakfast
Benefits “homeless” youth in Georgetown ISD • Applebee’s, 
350 S. IH 35 • 8-10 a.m. • $6 • 943-5198

18-19 Texas outdoor Family Workshop
Learn outdoor skills • Booty’s Road Park 

Pavilion, 1631 Booty’s Park Road, Georgetown • Registration 
ended Sept. 30 • 930-3596 • parks.georgetown.org

19 Georgetown art for animals
a Chocolate affair

Benefits the Georgetown Animal Shelter • Georgetown 
Community Center, San Gabriel Park, 445 E. Morrow St. 
2-5 p.m. • $5 • 930-3592 • jcarey@georgetowntx.org

9th annual Buddy Walk 
Benefits individuals with Down syndrome and their families 
Reunion Ranch, 850 CR 255, Georgetown • Noon-4 p.m. 
716-1561 •  www.DSACT.com/DSACTbuddywalk.html

21 an Evening with ambassador alan Keyes
Benefits the Pregnancy Help Center of Williamson 

County  • Center for the Performing Arts, 2211 N. Austin Ave., 
Georgetown • 7:30 p.m. • 868-0153 • www.phcwc.com

24 Special needs Halloween Costume Party
Georgetown Community Center, 445 E. Morrow St.  

7-9 p.m. • $3 (ages 15 and up; a caregiver must be present at 
all times. Admission is free) • 930-3596 • parks.georgetown.org
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News or questions about Georgetown, Hutto or Taylor? 
E-mail bwade@impactnews.com. Calendar events must be submitted by the 22nd of the 

preceding month. Visit www.impactnews.com/calendar.

973

Appealing arguments
A district judge ruled that Williamson 
County and all other intervenors in the law-
suit against Waste Management concern-
ing the county landfill do have the right to 
appeal his May 30 decision upholding the 
2003 contract between the county and the 
company. The commissioners would have 
to vote again to proceed with an appeal. On 
Sept. 30 the court voted to move forward 
with the expansion permit application. Call 
943-1663 or visit www.wilco.org.

8  Walgreens opens
Hutto’s first Walgreens Pharmacy opened 
in September at 119 Ed Schmidt Blvd. Call 
759-3739 or visit www.walgreens.com.

9  Red light cameras
Red light cameras at two intersections 
are expected to become operational Oct. 
17. Warnings will be issued until Nov. 16, 
when violators will begin to be ticketed. 
The following intersections will have cam-
eras: a  eastbound and westbound Hwy. 
79 at Exchange Boulevard, and
b  westbound Hwy. 79 at north FM 1660. 

The intersections will be marked. Vehicles 
entering an intersection on a yellow light 
are not photographed even if they are still 
in the intersection when the light changes 
to red. The city council approved the ordi-
nance in June. Call 846-2057.

10 Office space
The Hutto Economic Development Corpo-
ration relocated Sept. 26 to the new Hejl-Lee 
Building, 321 Schmidt Blvd., Ste. 200. The 
new office has an executive conference 
room, reception area, secure file and server 
room, and space for four staff members. Call 
759-2806 or visit www.huttoedc.com.

Taylor 
Chamber president resigns
Jim Aanstoos resigned as president of 
the Taylor Chamber of Commerce the 
weekend of Sept. 6-7. The chamber board 
has formed a search committee to find a 
replacement. Deby Lannen will serve as in-
terim president. Call 352-6364 or 365-8485 
or visit www.taylorchamber.org.

11 New pitmaster
Wayne Mueller took over Louie Muel-
ler Barbecue after the death of his father, 
Bobby Mueller, on Sept. 6. Also, on Oct. 18 
and 19, the Food Network will be filming a 
pilot at the restaurant for a new show slated 
to air in the beginning of next year. Call 
352-6206 or visit 
www.louiemuellerbarbecue.com.

12 Dam and trails done
Upgrades to Murphy and Robinson parks 
are finished, along with repairs to the 
Murphy Lake Dam. A ribbon cutting will 
take place Oct. 10 at Robinson Park, 206 
S. Dolan St., and Oct. 24 at Murphy Park, 
1600 Sycamore St. Call 352-3675.

Williamson County
Must love dogs
The Humane Society of Williamson 
County, 10930 E. Crystal Falls Parkway, 
Leander, a nonprofit, no-kill animal shel-
ter, is seeking to fill vacant positions on 

the board of directors. Those interested in 
applying should review the requirements at 
www.hswc.net/volunteer/board.html or call 
260-3602. 

Economic awards
The Austin Business Journal named its 
Economic Impact Award winners for Wil-
liamson County, including the Taylor City 
Council, Castle Russ Development of Hut-
to and Texas Life-Sciences Collaboration 
Center of Georgetown. The awards will be 
presented at the annual Williamson County 
Growth Summit Nov. 3. Call 494-2548 or 
visit www.austin.bizjournals.com.

Heroes in the Fight
Williamson County’s Mobile Outreach 
Team and the Sheriff ’s Office Crisis 
Intervention Team won a “Heroes in the 
Fight” award, presented by Mental Health 
America of Texas on Sept. 11. The award 
recognizes “heroes” who support mentally 
ill people and their families. Call 943-3545.

13 New advocacy director
The Williamson 
County Chil-
dren’s Advocacy 
Center, 1811 
S.E. Inner Loop, 
Georgetown, 
will host a first 
anniversary open 

house Oct. 15 from 4-6 p.m. to meet new 
executive director Brenda Staples. Call 
943-3701 or visit www.wilcocac.org.

14 The Williamson Museum
The Williamson County Historical Mu-
seum changed its name to The Williamson 
Museum this summer. The museum, 716 
S. Austin Ave., Georgetown, also unveiled a 
new logo. Call 943-1670 or visit 
www.williamsonmuseum.org.

15 Ambassador Alan Keyes
Ambassador Alan Keyes will speak at the 
Center for the Performing Arts, 2211 N. 
Austin Ave. in Georgetown, Oct. 21 at 7:30 
p.m. Tickets are $25 and must be purchased 
in advance. Proceeds benefit the Pregnancy 
Help Center of Williamson County. Call 
868-0153 or visit www.phcwc.com. 
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24-25 2nd annual Teen Mothers of 
Preschoolers craft fair

Georgetown Church of the Nazarene, 4051 E. Hwy. 29 
Oct. 24, 11 a.m.-6 p.m.; Oct. 25, 11 a.m.-4 p.m. • Free 
www.gcmops.blogspot.com

25 City-Wide Garage and Sidewalk Sale
Downtown Square, Georgetown • 8 a.m.-3 p.m. 

www.georgetown.org

25-nov. 21   
art Hallows Eve

  Competition for local artists  
Artists reception Oct. 25 at 7 p.m. • Taylor Artist Guild Main 
Gallery, 200 N. Main St., Taylor • 963-0288 

26 The Cliburn Finalist Series
Featuring Joyce Yang on the Piano • Center for the 

Performing Arts, 2211 N. Austin Ave., Georgetown • 4 p.m. 
$25 (premium seating), $20 (general admission), $5 (students) 
864-9591 • www.GeorgetownTexasSymphony.org

“Play to Find a Cure for Parkinson’s Disease”
Benefits the Michael J. Fox Foundation for Parkinson’s Research 
Georgetown Community Center, 445 E. Morrow St. • 1-5:30 p.m. 
$20 • 868-6480 • teamfoxgeorgetown@gmail.com

28 Boys and Girls Club of Georgetown 
annual Banquet

Boys and Girls Club of Georgetown, 210 W. 18th St., Bldg. B 
6:30 p.m. • $40 • 930-0586 • www.stonehaven.cbgclub.org

30 Haunted Hayride and Carnival
Georgetown Community Center, 445 E. Morrow St. 

6-9 p.m. • $2 (5-12 years old), $3 (13+), free (children under 
5) • 930-3595 • parks.georgetown.org

Hutto Treats on East Street
Downtown Hutto • 7 p.m. • Free • 759-4400 • www.huttotx.gov

31 Taylor Halloween SpookTacular
Heritage Square, 400 N. Main St., Taylor

352-5448 • www.ci.taylor.tx.us

1 Tee off for Kids
Benefits Coats for Kids • Star Ranch Golf Course, 2500 

FM 685, Hutto • 7 a.m. • 244-2431  • www.servingcenter.org

1-2 Wesley Fest
Arts and crafts fair • The Wesleyan at Estrella, 139 

Estrella Crossing, Georgetown • Nov. 1, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; Nov. 2, 
noon-5 p.m. • 863-2528 • www.wesleyanhomes.org

Hill Country arts and Crafts Fair
Sun City Ballroom, 2 Texas Drive, Georgetown  Nov. 1, 9 a.m.-
4 p.m.; Nov. 2, 11 a.m.-4 p.m. • 864-1209 

7 Southwestern University Golf Classic
Benefits the Athletics Department • Teravista Golf Club, 

4333 Teravista Club Drive, Round Rock • Noon • $125/person  
863-1618 • southwesternpirates.cstv.com

9 Sunday dinner to go
Hutto Discovery United Methodist Church, 350 Ed 

Schmidt Blvd. • 11 a.m.-2 p.m. • $15 • 864-1707

11 Writer’s Voice lecture
Featuring Azar Nagisi • Alma Thomas Theater, 1001 

E. University Ave., Georgetown • 7-11 p.m. 
www.southwestern.edu

13 The Caring Place Christmas Gala
“Sweets, Treats and Trees” • The Caring Place, 2000 

Railroad Street, Georgetown • 5-9 p.m. • $7 • 869-4735 
www.caringplacegeorgetown.com

9b9a
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STI INTERNATIONAL • gEORgETOwN
business    profile

Each of the 45,000 handguns STI Inter-
national produces annually is nearly 

perfect. The approximately 70 workers 
at the Georgetown manufacturing plant 
have a vested interest in doing so — liter-
ally. This is because STI is a 100 percent 
employee-owned company.

President and CEO Dave Skinner said 
the transition to employee ownership in 
2005 dramatically improved the company 
he purchased in 1994.

“We were the best 10 years ago, and 
we’re broadening the gap,” he said.

Salesman Rabbit Boyett concurred, say-
ing it was a matter of personal liability.

“Used to be, when someone wasn’t doing 
what they were supposed to, who cares, it’s 
Dave’s company,” he said. “If you’re slack-
ing off now, you’re costing me money.”

Skinner and his wife, Pauletta, STI’s 
exports and sales manager, were compet-
itive shooters when they bought Austin-
based Tripp Research Inc. in 1994.

They immediately moved the company 
to Georgetown because Skinner already 
owned the building.

When the Skinners bought the com-

STI International
114 Halmar Cove

 819-0656
www.stiguns.com

by Patrick brendel

Pauletta Skinner, exports and sales manager, and 
Rabbit Boyett, salesman STI GUn SIzES

“Caliber is the size of the bullet the gun shoots,” 
said David Cupp, assistant manager of quality 
control in STI’s warranty department.

Caliber refers to the diameter of the bullet and the 
diameter of the inside of the gun barrel. 

Cupp said STI’s guns are made in three basic sizes:

.355 inches 

.357 SIG, 9 mm and .38 special ammunition

.400 inches 

.40 S&W ammunition

.450 inches 

.45 ACP ammunition

n
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Lakeway Dr.
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pany, they had eight employees. The 
company produced about 600 guns annu-
ally, machine operator Richard Ringwood 
said. Skinner said he normally projects 
an 11 percent annual growth rate for the 
company, but sometimes exceeds that by 
10 to 30 points.

The company became STI in 2004 and 
now occupies 25,000 sq. ft. of space east 
of the Georgetown Municipal Airport. It 
offers 29 models of handguns that retail 
from $650 to more than $3,000 each. The 
company does not sell directly to individu-
als, but markets to regional distributors 
throughout the United States and about 30 
foreign countries in Europe, Asia, South 
America and Australia.

Revenues from domestic and foreign 
sales are about equal, Skinner said. STI is 
in the top five for foreign sales among U.S. 
companies. For example, the Indonesian 
military, Danish special forces, some Thai 
police units, Polish police officers and 
United Kingdom cops carry STI sidearms, 
Pauletta said.

Of the people who buy STI guns, 
Skinner estimated that 15 percent are 
competitive shooters; 15 percent are in 
the military or law enforcement; and 70 
percent are collectors or “people who 
believe in the Constitution.”

STI and another company share a patent 
for the 2011 pistol, which is similar to the 
1911 pistol, except that the unique design 
of the magazine allows it to hold twice as 

much ammunition. STI sells about as many 
1911 pistols per year as the 2011 model.

Roughly two-thirds of STI’s revenues are 
derived from the sale of guns, with the rest 
coming from the sale of gun parts to other 
manufacturers. If a person handles a 1911 
pistol, “the odds are very good” that STI 
made at least one of its parts, Skinner said.

The patent for the design of the 2011 
pistol, issued in 1994, expires in 2012. That 
opens the door for much larger manufac-
turers to build the 2011 pistol. But Skinner 
and his employees welcome the competi-
tion and believe the personal touch they 
give each gun will keep them head-and-
shoulders above the pack.

Skinner’s business philosophy is 
simple: “Build guns. Make money. Go 
home on time.”
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CApITAL gRAphICS INC. • hUTTO
business    profile

Based out of the top floor of his 
mother’s decorating business in Hutto, 

Chris Widmer’s Capital Graphics Inc. 
provides elections supplies to about half of 
Texas’ 254 counties. The three-employee 
company (including Widmer) can produce 
just about everything needed to hold an 
election, whether it be for early-, Election 
Day-, mail-in- or military voting, he said.

“There’s a very, very small handful of 
people that provide those forms. The 
Secretary of State mandates exactly what’s 
on that form, and they have a short list 
of printers that are certified to do that,” 
Widmer said. 

In addition to elections materials, the 

Capital Graphics Inc.
103 East St. 

846-1100
www.capitalgraphicstexas.com

Company founder Howard Widmer and current 
owner Chris Widmer

by Patrick brendel

company provides local government enti-
ties around Texas with documents and sup-
plies needed to run their daily operations. 
Products include docket sheets for courts, 
marriage licenses, binders for books and 
records, bound books and legal forms.

The company also designs forms for 
businesses and professionals, such as 
invoices, purchase orders, delivery tickets, 
brochures, letterhead and envelopes, bank-
ing and operational forms, doctor/clinic 
bills, labels and prescription pads.

Widmer’s father, Howard, started the 
printing arm of the company about 20 
years ago after leaving the upper manage-
ment of the Austin firm Hart Graphics. In 

1991, his dad moved his printing company 
out of his home and into its current loca-
tion. Widmer joined the company in 1995, 
and today his father is slowly transitioning 
toward retirement. Together, Widmer and 
his father have several decades of printing 
and elections experience.

Despite all the paper Capital Graphics 
produces, a major portion of its revenue is 
derived from assisting governments and 
companies entering the electronic age. The 
company provides equipment, training and 
after-sales support to counties and munici-
palities looking to digitize paper records 
that often date back a century or more.

Once the records are scanned, a software 
feature called “optical character recognition” 
allows users to search through the electronic 
archive according to phrases, words or indi-
vidual letters and numbers, Widmer said.

The company modified its techniques 
for governments and applied them to title 
companies, a surprising number of which 
keep track of millions of records using 
handwritten index cards. In 2004, after 
building a couple of title companies from 
scratch for clients, Widmer started his own 
title company in Gonzales, called Apache 
Title Company. He opened a second title 
company in Cuero in 2006 and continues to 
act as a consultant for other title companies.

Now, Widmer estimates that the title 
company branch of Capital Graphics 
makes up about 25 percent of total busi-
ness, with government and elections sup-

Howard Widmer, founder of Capital Graphics Inc., 
said the most significant changes to the elections 
material business occurred with the passage of the 
Help America Vote Act of 2002, or HAVA.

HAVA did three basic things:
• created the Elections Assistance Commission 
to serve as a clearinghouse for elections 
administration information,
• provided funds to states to improve election 
administration and replace outdated voting 
systems, and
• created minimum standards for states’ elections 
administrators to follow.

HAVA resulted in the replacement of most paper-
based voting machines (like lever and punch card 
systems) with electronic machines (like touch-
screen systems) to ensure that disabled persons 
can vote without assistance.

Sources: U.S. Department of Justice, U.S. Elections Assistance 
Commission, National Conference of State Legislators

HELP AMERICA VoTE ACT oF 2002

plies providing 60 percent and commercial 
printing the remainder.
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At one time, Art Dougherty thought 
he would spend most of his working 

life under water. Instead, he ended up in a 
Taylor garage installing Lambo doors and 
alligator skin seat cushions in his custom-
ers’ vehicles at Tri Koast Kustoms.

“I’ll do custom anything,” he said. “The 
weirder, the better.”

Growing up a Dallas auto junkie, 
Dougherty intended to pursue a lucrative 
but dangerous career as an underwater 
welder. He studied welding in college and 
became a certified scuba diver.

“I was hard up for it,” Dougherty said. “I 
was going.”

Then, a friend and fellow underwater 
welder died in a mishap caused by a negli-
gent spotter, who was drinking beer when 
he was supposed to be monitoring the 
welder’s status. Though he loved the job 
and still dives when he has the opportu-
nity, Dougherty did not feel comfortable 
leaving his life in the hands of another per-
son. He quit underwater welding, gravitat-
ing toward the incredible spectacles held 
in Dallas arenas: monster truck shows and 
tractor pulls.

“I just liked the cars,” he said.
Dougherty embedded himself into the 

scene, first as a “grunt,” then carrying 
parts, working his way up because of his 
welding skills and passion for automobiles.

Several of the monster trucks Dougherty 
worked on have been enshrined in the 
form of Hot Wheels collectibles, he said. 

Dougherty started his own custom car 

Tri Koast Kustoms
1201 w. Second St.

365-8926
www.myspace.com/trikoastkustoms

TRI kOAST kUSTOmS • TAyLOR
business    profile by Patrick brendel

Owner Art Dougherty

shop in Dallas about 15 years ago. About 
seven years later, he met a girl named 
Cindy Hopwood, whom he now calls 
his “better half ” and his “boss,” and he 
moved with her back to her hometown 
of Thorndale, setting up his business in 
Round Rock.

Dougherty said his displacement from 
the “hustle bustle” of Dallas to the open 
spaces of Thorndale initially caused some 
culture shock.

“It’s more laid back, but Taylor won’t be 
laid back for long,” he said, alluding to the 
anticipated population boom that goes 
along with new highways.

Tri Koast opened at its current location 
on Second Street in Taylor three-and-a-
half years ago. Already, the business has 
grown so much that Dougherty is looking 
for a new facility with extra space.

Dougherty said his reputation and 
friendships formed at auto shows all 
around attract people from places like 
Austin, Houston and San Angelo, creat-
ing his customer base. He said he has 
even worked on a couple of cars sent over 
from Iraq.

In addition to cars and trucks, Tri Koast 
often decks out boats with custom inte-
riors, flashy paint jobs and large speakers 
(that can lead to noise ordinance viola-
tions on Lake Travis, for which Dougherty 
will not reimburse customers).

Cars and trucks remain his true love, as 
attested by the fact that he owns about nine 
vehicles, the last time Dougherty counted.

Tri Koast
Kustoms

2nd St.

welch Dr.
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average taxable value for residential 
properties, after exemptions • $185,676
WilCo tax rate • $0.46832
average property tax burden 
per homeowner • $869.56

General fund  • $118,056,152
Road and bridge fund • $20,140,061
Debt service fund • $53,091,665
Total budget • $191,287,878

CONTINUED FROM |1

Budgets 

TAyLoRGEoRGETown
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11% other
9% administration

6% Administration

29% Public 
Works

52% Community 
development, 
parks and capital 
improvements

7% Property tax

57% Utility and 
service charges

5% Sales tax

10%
other

21%
Debt/Savings

12% Debt/Savings

34% Utility and
service charges

11% Sales tax

21%
Property tax

22% other

GEoRGETown

7% other

30% Community 
development, 
community 
services, capital 
improvements

44% Public 
works

19% Public
works

11% administration

8% Public
safety

9% Public
safety

43.5% Public works

21% other
21% 
Public safety

the city received notice that ERCOT had applied for a 
501(c)(4) exemption, which would exempt the company 
from paying sales tax. 

The company could also seek reimbursement of $2.8 
million in sales tax for the past four years, but the city does 
not know when ERCOT will make its decision or how the 
Texas comptroller will direct the city to pay the tax back, 
Dunaway said.  

“We will remain conservative at least until mid-budget 
year. If ERCOT says, ‘Okay, we don’t want anything from 
Taylor; we just don’t want to pay any more,’ we are hurt, 
but we are not hurt nearly as bad as if we had to refund, 
too,” he said. “We are holding on to see what happens. Did 
it devastate us? No. Is it going to devastate us? No. Will it 
hurt us? Yes, but we can’t sit here and give empirical data 
yet because we don’t know.”
Hutto

The Hutto City Council approved the city’s $28.2 million 
budget Sept. 18. The city’s overall budget was lowered by 
more than $6 million because of a significant decrease in 
the city’s Capital Improvements Program budget. 

“The budget is increasing, and it isn’t,” Brewer said. “The 
operations budget is increasing; however, our capital bud-
get has actually decreased.”

Last year, the city budgeted for a 26-mile waterline from 
Shiloh to Hutto and construction of an elevated storage 
tank. This year, water will still have an effect on the budget 
with the addition of an $11 million wastewater interceptor. 

“Whenever you have those big projects that vary from 
year to year, it can skew your overall budget,” Brewer said. 
“Last year, 2008, our ending projected budget was $35.9 
million, and of that, $22 million was capital improvements. 
This year we have a $28.18 million budget, and of that, 
$12.7 is considered our capital improvements.”

The city council approved the effective tax rate at 
$0.499154. The effective rate collects the same amount of 
revenue as the previous year, but is slightly higher than last 
year’s rate due to a slight drop in appraised values for com-
mercial properties.

“Without comparing the tax roll property by property, it 
is hard to tell exactly what was going on with the appraisal 
district. We did notice that there were a couple of larger 
pieces of property that were valued higher last year than 
they were this year,” Brewer said. “Our entire assessed valu-

ation is still small enough that if you have a large chunk of 
land that gets their property value lowered slightly, that is 
going to have an effect on us.”
Georgetown

In contrast to Hutto and Taylor, which both pay other en-
tities for their electric service, the city of Georgetown main-
tains its own electric utility. Other cities with their own elec-
tric utilities include Austin, San Marcos and New Braunfels.

“There are not as many public power cities as you would 
think,” Georgetown Finance Director Micki Rundell said. 
“The smartest thing the [forefathers of Georgetown] ever 
did was to maintain their own electric utilities. Most cities 
would give their right arms and legs to be able to have that.”

The city’s electric utilities help reduce property taxes and 
also are a draw to industry, she said.

“The forefathers didn’t take the opportunity to sell it to 
some privately owned company; they held onto it. It has 
been the biggest advantage that we have had … because we 
are able to be very competitive.”

The city also benefits from energy sales to areas in Round 
Rock that do not require services such as public safety. 

“We are very fortunate because we provide electricity to 
… the outlet mall, the new Scott & White hospital and all 
of the area north of University Boulevard,” Rundell said. 
“So the rates that the businesses in Round Rock pay allow 
us to have a return on investment to the citizens in George-
town. That is the benefit of owning your own electric utility 
that the other communities don’t have.”

On Sept. 9 the council approved its approximately $214.7 
million budget and a $0.35622 per $100 valuation tax rate 
that is actually lower than last year’s rate. While the tax rates 
decreased, the city’s revenue went up because of the addition 
of approximately $276 million in new taxable property.

“This year I think the council is very aligned to continue 
the smart growth development that we have been working 
toward,” Rundell said. “A lot of the priorities that council 
had are priorities that we have had for several years, and 
this is the continuation of those programs.”

Council priorities in the budget include a 4 percent cost 
of living increase for city employees, 32 new positions and 
increasing public safety salaries to 95 percent of Round 
Rock’s pay scale to ensure the pay rates are competitive.

“It is a budget that is 
focused on providing 
services that our com-
munity desires, and it 
is not in any way a fluff 
budget,” Rundell said. 

Williamson County tax and budget information*

www.impactnews.com

• for comments, links to related 
websites and a breakdown of 
city budgets, visit 
more.impactnews.com/2058

total $214,700,611

HUTTo

20% Utility and
service charges

14% Property tax

6% Sales tax

43%
Debt/Savings

17%
other

total $25,926,447 total $11,134,509total $214,700,611

*Categories determined by Community Impact 
Newspaper based on data provided by the cities of 
Georgetown, Hutto and Taylor

 Expenditures
• Administration - human resources, financial 
management, city management, etc.
• public safety - police and fire services, municipal 
courts, etc.
• Community developments - varies by city
• public works - operating expenses for water, 
electricity, roads, etc.
• Other - non-departmental expenses, debt 
payments, etc.

• property tax - including delinquent taxes 
• Sales tax - city sales tax 
• Debt/Savings - bond proceeds

HUTTo total $28,187,372

TAyLoR total $11,134,509

City expenditures*

• Utilities and service charges - all revenue from utilities and fees 
• Other - revenue from property sales, intergovernmental 
transfers, etc.

  Sources of revenue

8.5% Community
development, 
Main Street 
Program, 
library,
airport,
cemetery, 
hotel, etc.
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CONTINUED FROM |1

Development
The city currently has many ordinanc-

es with often contradictory language, but 
through the UDC process, the city will be 
able to simplify and streamline the code.

The UDC and SmartCode Overlay, which 
allows the city to be more flexible with de-
velopers, uses the market as its guide, rather 
than the city’s land use map and predeter-
mined zones.

“Instead of say-
ing this lot has to 
be commercial, it 
would allow you 
— as long as you 
build your build-
ing up to the 
street edge and 
provide adequate 
parking — to start out with office space if 
that is all that the market would support,” 
Hutto Community Development Direc-
tor Matthew Lewis said. “Once the mar-
ket reaches a higher dollar tax value, then 
it would support a higher density, which 
would lead to a restaurant or commercial 
[development].”
PlaceMakers

In March the city hired PlaceMakers, a 
national city planning firm, to help with 
the process of redeveloping the code and to 
create the new SmartCode Overlay. 

Lewis said the city chose PlaceMakers be-
cause the firm calibrates each code to fit the 
city’s needs, rather than using a template code 
applied to every city.

“This won’t be a one size fits all [docu-
ment],” said Ben Brown, PlaceMakers prin-
cipal. “The process that we go through, we 
call calibrated, which means adjusting the 
template for form-based coding to match the 
individual place.” 

The emphasis in the code is to create the 
city Hutto would like to grow into by devel-
oping an identity, Brown said.

During the early stages of the UDC, the city 
held roundtable discussions with developers 
to give the city direction on what they want to 
see included in the code, Lewis said.

“We heard over and over again — and 
this is very common in communities — 
that [developers] want a predictable pro-
cess,” Brown said. “They want to know if 
they bring their plans in, how long it will 
take them, what the rules are and what they 
can expect in the process.” 

The firm, along with city planners, has 
analyzed all of the city’s current development 
ordinances to determine where and if there 
are any conflicting codes in place that can 
be detrimental to development, said Susan 
Henderson, a PlaceMakers principal.

PlaceMakers and city staff are in the pro-
cess of creating a draft of the code. 

The UDC will allow the city to revise 
its development ordinances  — including 
zoning, sign, subdivision, historic preser-
vation, fence and landscaping — into one 

document that 
will remove any 
conflicting word-
ing and modernize 
the ordinances. 

New ordinances 
will also be in-
troduced into the 
code to address 
issues such as 

rainwater harvesting and a new form of de-
velopmental ordinance known as a Smart-
Code Overlay. 
Smart coding

The overlay is part of a trend in city plan-
ning to create a form-based code that has 
been going on in the development com-
munity for nearly 20 years, Brown said. The 
idea has many different names, including 
new urbanist, mixed-use or walkable, tra-
ditional neighborhoods, Brown said.

Unlike having a series of codes to define 
building uses, the SmartCode focuses on ad-
dressing the look of a building, and offering 
the city a way to define the city’s future devel-
opment and make it cohesive. 

“The code we create allows Hutto to grow 
into itself,” Brown said. “Hutto can then grow 
into its own image of its best character.”

Lewis said the city’s SmartCode will 
apply to the entire city, but will only be a 
mandatory code in some areas, such as the 
Gateway Overlay District that is at the en-
try points to the city near Hwy. 79, Toll 130 
and FM 685. In other places, developers will 
have the option to participate. Whether or 
not there will be incentives and what those 
incentives will be for SmartCode participa-
tion has yet to be decided, Lewis said.

To help create the code, the city will host 
a charrette, a series of meetings in which 
community members work with a design 
team composed of town planners, archi-
tects, landscape architects, traffic engineers, 
illustrators and coding experts to define a 
collective vision for a region.

“Right now, there are so many people 

who have vested interest in the process, 
and often when a place is growing very fast, 
they don’t have time to sit down and work 
out the potential disagreements between 
one another. They just tend to their own 
territory,” Brown said.

The charrette will give the community a 
chance to sit down at the table and discuss 
how it would like to see Hutto develop.

During the charrette, Nov. 3-7 at the 
Holiday Inn Express, 323 Ed Schmidt Blvd., 

“The process that we go through, we 
call calibrated, which means adjusting 
the template for form-based coding to 
match the individual place.”

— Ben Brown
Principal, PlaceMakers

residents will have the opportunity to give 
input to PlaceMakers and city staff about 
the code. Renderings and illustrations will 
be available to show what the coding could 
look like in the city.

The SmartCode will be added to the UDC 
document, but before it can go into effect, the 
council must approve the entire ordinance. 
Lewis expects the process to be completed 
early next year. For information on the city’s 
code, visit www.gainingfromgrowth.com.

Source: PlaceMakers, www.placemakers.com

t1

t2

t3

t4

t5

natural zone
Largely undisturbed natural 
land with no permanent human 
settlement (as in state or federal 
preserved forests, parks and 
recreation areas)

Downtown zone
Character typical of the traditional 
Main Street, where buildings meet 
the street and feature residential or 
office over ground floor retail

General Urban zone
More compact, mixed-use 
neighborhoods typical of historic 
downtowns

Sub-Urban zone
Residential on more generous 
lots, mixed with low-impact, 
neighborhood-serving commercial 
uses

Rural zone
Agricultural use, with sparse human 
settlement (ranches, farms, hamlets)

t1

t2

t3

t4

t5

SmartCode zoning
Rather than a traditional zoning method, SmartCodes are based on transects, a term used in ecology to 
describe the natural habitats of plants and animals. The transects for the SmartCode are based on 
human habitat, ranging from land that has no human structures to the most densely populated areas. 
PlaceMakers, a city planning firm, uses a transect model with six different T-Zones, or transects. This 
model enables the city to have a variety of building types and also allows the city to coordinate with 
other standards and building codes. For more information on SmartCodes, visit 
www.smartcodecomplete.com. 
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by beth Wade

pAISANO’S RESTAURANT  •  gEORgETOwN
neighborhood    dining by Mark collins

Although it’s been around only 
since 1997, Paisano’s Restaurant 

in Georgetown will make you feel like 
you’re dining in Old World Italy.

Perhaps it’s because that’s exactly 
from where owners Guiseppe and Rosa 
Pepe came. The couple immigrated to 
America from Napoli, Italy, in 1968 and 
opened a restaurant in New York. Eleven 
years later the pair moved to Texas, hung 
up their Italian flags and never left.

“I cook spaghetti like in Napoli. The la-
sagna, everything is like they do it in Italy,” 
Guiseppe said. “I make it just like home.”

Everything at Paisano’s seems like 
an authentic Italian restaurant on the 
streets of Napoli, from the dimly lit 
entrance to the creaky seating. Even 
as some of our fellow diners left, they 
spoke in Italian with the owners before 
waving arrivederci. Whether they left in 
a gondola or not, I cannot say.

Our large dinner salad ($6.99) ar-
rived first, accompanied by warm garlic 
bread sticks, and was easily enough to 
feed three people. The salad was served 
with the house Italian dressing, which 
brought the salad’s ingredients to life.

Since I recently traveled to Italy where 
I feasted on pizza daily, biting into a slice 
of Paisano’s pizza ($11.99-19.99) was like 
unexpectedly running into an old friend. 
The thin crust was crisp, yet still soft, and 
dripped with oil from the pepperoni and 
melted cheese. The oversized slices were 
ideal for folding in half before consuming.

And don’t expect to find gimmicky, 
new age specialty pizzas here. Like 
classic Italian pizza, these pies rely on 
simple toppings and fresh ingredients to 
tantalize the senses.

Paisano’s Restaurant
1211 Leander Road

863-6344  
Tues.-Sat. 11a.m.-9p.m.

SPICES

The sausage and 
peppers sub sandwich 
($6.99) was served 
on fresh homemade 
bread that appeared 
to have come out 
of the oven not 10 
minutes before the 
sandwich was made. 
The Pepes make their 
own dough and bake 
the bread themselves.

The sausage on the 
sub was thinly sliced 
and poured out onto 
the plate alongside 
thick green peppers 
and a robust mari-
nara sauce. 

One of my favorite 
entrées is also one of 
Guiseppe’s specialties. 
The lasagna ($7.99) 
was served with bub-
bling cheese on top of 
a hearty portion. The 
thinly sliced sausage 
from the sub sandwich 
made an encore per-
formance, layered be-
tween the noodles with 
marinara and ricotta 
cheese, and practically 
stole the show.

The cannoli ($2.75) was a fitting end 
to the meal, its brittle shell giving way 
to the sweet concoction of ricotta cheese 
and sugar.

When asked about her recipes, Rosa 
said she never wrote anything down, 
that everything was in her head.

“It’s not very fancy, but the food is 
good,” Guiseppe said.

When Guiseppe and Rosa Pepe opened 
Paisano’s, Guiseppe was unable to find herbs 
and spices that were up to his standards, so he 
planted his own garden at his home.

Dried spices require more volume in order to 
get the same amount of taste, which can affect 
the sauce.

“I grow fresh basil and oregano,” Guiseppe said. 
“Everything has to be very fresh in order to taste 
the best.”

Owner Guiseppe Pepe

n

Leander Road 

I-35

          Luther Dr.

Paisano’s 
Restaurant 

2243
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wOLf RANCh • gEORgETOwN
community    corridor Sponsored by Austin Telco
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Capital one • 868-5804 

Chase Bank • 869-4725 

Casa olé Mexican Restaurant 
869-6699

Chick-fil-A • 930-4884 
www.chick-fil-a.com

Cold Stone Creamery • 868-5510 
www.coldstonecreamery.com

Cotton patch Café • 869-3400 
www.cottonpatch.com

Craig-o’s Pizza and Pastaria 
869-7499 
www.craigospizzaandpasta.com

Fish City Grill • 864-7400 
www.fishcitygrill.com

Hayashi Sushi and Grill • 868-9686 

McAlister’s Deli • 868-2435 
www.mcalistersdeli.com

Panda Express • 868-5275 
www.pandaexpress.com

Quizno’s • 864-3888 
www.quiznos.com

Smokey Mo’s BBQ • 930-1212 
www.smokeymosbbq.com

Taco Cabana • 863-7306 
www.tacocabana.com 

Village Inn • 863-4290 
www.villageinn.com

Vino 100 • 869-3645 
www.vino100georgetown.com

wing Stop • 863-8181 
www.wingstop.com

Bath & Body works • 864-3214 
www.bathandbodyworks.com

Breeze Salon & Day Spa • 863-3242 
www.breezesalon.com

Eye Masters • 868-2641 
www.eyemasters.com

Fusion Med Spa • 868-0003 
www.fusionmedspa.com

GnC • 863-8254

Massage Heights • 930-0888 
www.massageheights.com

Palace nails & Spa • 864-9082

Pearle Vision Center • 931-2827 
www.pearlevision.com

Sally Beauty Supply • 864-9679 
www.sallybeauty.com

Sephora • 868-4960 
www.sephora.com

Splash Tan and Laser Spa • 863-6400 
www.splashtan.com

SuperCuts • 863-8096 
www.supercuts.com

Claire’s • 868-5997 
www.claires.com

Dress Barn • 864-2756 
www.dressbarn.com

DSw Shoe warehouse • 869-2619 
www.dsw.com 

Justice - Just for girls • 869-7787 
www.shopjustice.com

Kay Jewelers • 819-0980 
www.kay.com

Kohl’s • 864-3228 
www.kohls.com

Lane Bryant • 819-0401 
www.lanebryant.com

old navy • 869-1637 
www.oldnavy.com

Payless ShoeSource • 819-9499 
www.payless.com

Rack Room Shoes • 819-9951 
www.rackroomshoes.com

rue 21 • 819-0671 
www.rue21.com

TJ Maxx • 868-9804 
www.tjmaxx.com

Kirkland’s • 868-5757 
www.kirklands.com 

Linens-n-Things • 864-7110 
www.lnt.com

Mattress Firm • 868-8319 
www.mattressfirm.com

Michael’s • 863-2773 
www.michaels.com

Pier 1 Imports • 864-3152 
www.pier1.com

Select Comfort • 686-4535 
www.selectcomfort.com

yankee Candle • 869-1984 
www.yankeecandle.com

Best Buy • 819-0478 
www.bestbuy.com

Blood Center of Central Texas
206-1266 
www.bloodandtissue.org

Edward Jones  • 868-3878 
www.edwardjones.com

Family Christian Stores • 864-0998 
www.familychristian.com

FedEx office • 868-5934 
www.kinkos.com

Game Stop • 863-4051 
www.gamestop.com

Hallmark • 868-5515 
www.hallmark.com

Hibbett Sports • 863-7120
www.hibbett.com

office Depot • 868-5309 
www.officedepot.com

Petland • 868-2777 
www.petland.com

PetsMart • 868-2288 
www.petsmart.com

Sprint • 868-8222 
www.sprint.com

Target • 869-3163 
www.target.com

T-Mobile • 863-7881 
www.t-mobile.com

U.S. Army Career Center • 869-3235
www.goarmy.com

A 12,000 sq. ft. building is under 
construction on the northeast 
corner of Wolf Ranch. This 
new addition will be home to 
Firehouse Subs, Mama Fu’s Asian 
House, wolf Camera and Video, 
Starbucks and The Vitamin 
Shoppe. Completion is scheduled 
for mid-2009.

Health and beauty

Clothing, shoes & jewelry

Home furnishings

other retail services

Coming soon

Restaurants

I-35

38
26

30
60

54
24

52

3

6

Wolf Ranch Town Center broke ground in 2003, and the first stores 
opened in 2005. The development is home to approximately 665,000 
sq. ft. of mixed-use retail space surrounded by wooded, open-air 
environment. For general mall information, call 930-8008 or visit 
www.wolfranchmall.com.
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transportation     update by Patrick brendel

The Capital Area Rural Transporta-
tion System is a public agency that 

provides transportation services to the 
rural portions of a nine-county region 
in Central Texas, similar to how Capital 
Metro serves people inside the city of 
Austin, CARTS General Manager David 
Marsh said.

Georgetown and Taylor residents can 
utilize CARTS' curb-to-curb service to 
travel around town or between different 
cities in the region. Those wanting a ride 
can call CARTS to schedule pick-up and 
drop-off times. The CARTS vehicle will 
pick customers up from their homes, take 
them to their destinations and bring them 
back home. A 24-hour advance notice is 
recommended when scheduling rides.

Local bus service in Georgetown and 
Taylor operates from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Monday through Friday. Buses to Austin, 
Round Rock and Temple run on sched-
uled days during the week, generally 
leaving in the morning and returning in 
the early afternoon.

One-way fares are $2 for a trip wholly 
within town, $4 for trips within a county 
and $6 for inter-county travel. Persons who 
are disabled or more than 60 years old are 
eligible to receive a 50 percent fare discount.

The agency plans to build facilities in 
both Georgetown and Taylor for inter-city 
buses operated by CARTS or private com-
panies like Greyhound. Marsh anticipates 
breaking ground on the Georgetown facil-

ity, 3620 S. Austin Ave., in early October 
and completing the project by Sept. 1, 
2009. The city of Georgetown and CARTS 
have worked together to create an intra-
city bus network (like CARTS operates in 
San Marcos), but the city council put off 
funding for the project until at least next 
year, Marsh said.

CARTS would like for the Taylor facility 
to serve Amtrak passengers also. Cur-
rently, the city of Taylor is in negotiations 
with Union Pacific to purchase a site for 
the facility, Marsh said. A timetable for 
that project is not available.

"The ultimate purpose is for people to 
be able to travel to any city in our nine-
county district and back in the same day," 
Marsh said.

The agency does not provide public ser-
vice to Hutto because Hutto is considered 
a part of the "urbanized area" of Austin 
and is, therefore, outside of CARTS' dis-
trict and not eligible for federal funds for 
CARTS programs.

Round Rock also is an "urbanized area," 
Marsh said. However, CARTS does operate 
in Round Rock because the city makes 
payments to CARTS to compensate for 
the missing federal funds. Marsh said area 
transportation organizations are working 
together to get around the jurisdictional 
issues. On Sept. 25, the Regional Transpor-
tation Coordinating Council held the first 
public meeting on the issue.

CARTS also contracts with third parties 

williamson County CARTS 2007 home-based work trips by area

Northwest 
County

North 
County

Northeast
County

Southeast
County

Taylor

West 
Georgetown

Liberty
Hill

East 
Round 
Rock

Cedar 
Park

Central 
County

like Medicaid and Mental Health and Men-
tal Retardation centers to provide medical 
transportation for clients.

The agency, established in 1978, operates 
on a $5 million annual budget; is funded 

with state and federal dollars; serves about 
549,000 people in Bastrop, Blanco, Burnet, 
Caldwell, Fayette, Hays, Lee, Travis and 
Williamson counties and makes about 
350,000 trips per year, Marsh said. 

Northwest
Georgetown

Northwest County 6,949 North County 4,743 Northeast County 3,436

Northwest Georgetown 20,671

Liberty Hill 5,049

East Round Rock 7,293

Georgetown 20,712

Cedar Park 34,711

Taylor 10,879

West Round Rock 21,621

West Georgetown 7,752 Central County 9,906 Southeast County 3,954

Hutto
Taylor

Thrall

Jarrell
Florence

Liberty Hill

Leander

Cedar Park
Round
Rock

Granger

Georgetown

45

130

I-35

95

29

620

195

79

183

Georgetown

West 
Round Rock

Source: CARTS, ridecarts.com
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SEPTEMBER HIGHLIGHTS
community     events

Up the Chisholm Trail Cattle Drive and Chuckwagon Cook-off, sponsored by The Williamson Museum, San 
Gabriel Park, Georgetown, Sept. 26-27

Pear Processing ribbon cutting at the Hutto Chamber of Commerce, Sept. 17

Patriots Day Parade, featuring emergency services organizations from Taylor and the surrounding areas, 
Downtown Taylor, Sept. 11

2008 Taylor Fly-in and Car Show, Taylor Municipal 
Airport, Sept. 27

Georgetown dentist Dr. Travis Hildebrand provided 
care to those who could not afford it at Texas Mission 
of Mercy, Rouse High School, Leander, Sept. 26-27.

Source: CARTS, ridecarts.com
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BoyS AnD GIRLS CLUB oF GEoRGETown
nonprofit     profile by beth Wade

In March 2006, the Boys and Girls Club 
of Georgetown opened, providing a 

place for boys and girls ages 7 to 17 to 
spend time after school, Saturdays and 
during the summer. 

The group is part of an organization of 
5 communities, known as the Boys and 
Girls Club of Central Texas, and partners 
with the Georgetown Housing Authority, 
which provided the club’s building.

Boys and Girls Club 
of georgetown

210 w.  18th St. 
868-3700

www.stonehaven.cbgclub.org

When it first began in 1860, the Boys 
and Girls Club was just the Boys Club of 
America and was aimed at getting boys off 
the street and into an organized and posi-
tive group. It was not until 1906 that the 
group, which began in Connecticut, began 
gathering steam across the country. The 
name changed to the Boys and Girls Club 
of America in 1990 to show that girls were 
also part of the cause.

wHAT’S nEXT?
Unit Director Daniel Anstee said he is looking 
at ways to provide services to the Williams 
Drive area beginning in fall 2009. He said the 
club hopes to build a facility on the west side 
of town in the next three years. Anstee is also 
trying to provide transportation after school.

Clara Barron, Boys and Girls Club volunteer, paints a 
butterfly on Jaymee Young’s face at the National Day 
for Kids celebration Sept. 20.

The club runs its own programs, but 
must provide programs in five core areas 
that are mandated by the national organiza-
tion. The key programs include education 
and career, sports and fitness, arts, health 
and life skills, and character and leadership 
development.

Because the club only has four staff 
members, two full time and two part time, 
the club looks to other groups in the area 
to help with some of its programming, 
Unit Director Daniel Anstee said. 

The group works with Life Steps on 
drug and alcohol prevention programs. 
The Georgetown Project, a group fo-
cused on youth and education, helps the 
club with other educational and preven-
tion programs.

The club has an open door policy, and 
club members are allowed to come and 
go as they please. Members are allowed to 
play games, do homework, have a snack or 
do arts and crafts.

“There is a lot of choice available for 
the kids,” Anstee said. “We provide a wide 
range of activities.”

To become a member, individuals must 
pay a $10 membership fee; however, there 
are scholarships available to anyone receiv-
ing public assistance. The group currently 
has approximately 400 members.

“The advantage to having such a low 
membership fee is that more people are 
able to be involved,” Anstee said, “but on 
the other side, you have to find ways to 

[make money for the club].”
 Anstee and the club’s board of directors 

host several fundraisers throughout the 
year, but he said because the group is still 
young, it has not established a lot of an-
nual events. The group does host an open 
house each year that showcases the club 
and the children involved. 

In September the club celebrated the 
Boys and Girls Club National Day for 
Kids, an event held annually on the third 
Saturday in September. The event was 
created to encourage strong relationships 
between adults and children. 

“What I like about the club nationally, 
is that the No. 1 priority is a very sup-
portive program that relies on the adult 
relationships and staff,” Anstee said. 
“Adults play a primary impact role on 
kids. The more people involved, the more 
impact there will be.”

Boys and 
girls Club of 
Georgetown

A
ustin

18th St.

n
I-35
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RICk COBIA • TAyLOR
community     icon by Patrick brendel

Rick Cobia has coached future NCAA football All-Amer-
icans, won a district championship and gone deep into 

the Texas high school playoffs several times. Some of his for-
mer players are competing in the National Football League 
and Major League Baseball. One plays professional soccer 
in Europe. Cobia, Taylor High School’s athletic director and 
head football coach, lettered in football in college himself.

But if you ask him what his greatest achievement is, he will 
grin and say, “That’s a long story,” and then tell you about a 
student named Robert, who opened Cobia’s eyes without 
ever competing beneath the Friday night lights.

In 1957, Cobia was born in Sealy, west of Houston, and 
later moved into the town of Katy, where his dad painted 
houses. Although his parents never graduated from high 
school, Cobia lauds their work ethic and commitment to 
their children’s education.

His older sister, who is now a teacher, was the first in the 
family to attend college. Cobia was the second. His younger 
sister has worked for the same company since graduating 
high school, and his younger brother is a police officer.

At Sam Houston State University, Cobia walked on to the 
football team, worked 40 or more hours per week and took 
a full slate of classes. After graduating, he worked jobs at 
various junior high and high schools in the Houston area, 
steadily rising up the coaching ranks until gaining a position 
at the brand-new, class 5A Cypress Falls High School in a 
wealthy part of Houston. Still, something was wrong.

“I got caught up in this business with coaching and 
personal life. Succeeding is what it’s all about. Being No. 1. 
Beating the next guy. Win, win, win,” he said.

During the 1998 football season, a teacher pulled him 
aside and asked him about a kid named Robert who was one 
of the more than 200 students in a gym class Cobia taught.

“One day, a teacher asked me, did I know him and could I 
help him?” he said. “And I decided, yes, I know him. And yes 
(with reluctance), I’ll help him.”

So Cobia brought Robert home for dinner: Salisbury 
steak, mashed potatoes, green beans, pecan pie and milk. As 
the family stared, Robert ate nearly everything on the table. 
After dinner, Robert accompanied Cobia to a football game.

“He ate two things of nachos and two things of popcorn 
and drank two big Diet Cokes,” Cobia said.

That night, Cobia drove Robert back to his home. 
“A little shed that had four walls, no doors ... To see some-

one sleeping behind plywood because it cuts the wind. To 
see someone sleep on their own clothes because that was the 
cushion they had from the concrete floor. To see someone 
take a bath in a five-gallon bucket because that’s all they had,” 
he said.

Cobia was astonished — not just by the squalor in which 
his student lived, but that he had never noticed before.

Taylor ISD Athletic Director and Head Football Coach Rick Cobia

“He had been in that high school for four years,” Cobia 
said. “And for four years I just basically walked by him. I took 
him for granted. I took all these kids for granted.”

But everything changed once he saw the way the kid from 
gym class lived. The Cobia family invited Robert into their 
home and worked for months obtaining Social Security 
benefits for the neglected, disabled teenager.

The community rallied around the formerly invisible child 
and held celebrations for Robert on his birthday and holi-
days. The school district fully supported Cobia’s efforts. The 
district’s social worker helped Cobia to negotiate government 
procedures successfully, securing free assisted living and 
medical care for Robert for life.

The next semester, Cobia left Houston to become the head 
football coach of Caldwell High School, and a coworker 
“graciously and willingly” took over caring for Robert, he 
said. After six years in Caldwell, Cobia sought out and won 
his current job at Taylor High School, where he has been for 
four years.

Cobia claims no special recognition for helping out his 
student. “Robert was the hero” for rescuing him from his 
own self-absorption, he said.

“He taught me the valuable lessons of what it’s like to be 
blessed, and what it’s like to be lucky. And what it’s like to 
receive, and what it’s like to say, ‘Thank you,’ and mean it,” 
Cobia said. “He taught me that food does taste good, and 
that a warm blanket feels good. And he taught me that say-
ing, ‘I love you,’ means something.”

Cobia and Robert still talk on the phone on holidays, and 
occasionally Cobia gets to watch him compete in Special 
Olympics activities.

“We stay in contact, and he’s got a great outlook on life, 
and he’s so happy. And he’s got a great friend in Cy-Fair that 
takes care of him,” Cobia said. “ … So there is a happy ending 
to that story.”
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president and vice president

thaddaus hill/ gordon f. Bailey 
MADISONIAN • 979-830-4234 • www.madisonian.org

Brian moore/ stewart a. alexander
SOCIALIST • www.votebrianmoore.com

Cynthia mcKinney/ rosa Clements
GREEN • 510-281-9190 • www.mckinney2008.com/president

ralph nader/ matt gonzalez
INDEPENDENT • 202-471-5833 • www.votenader.org

alan Keyes/ marvin sprouse Jr.
INDEPENDENT • 972-420-8866 • www.alankeyes.com

Chuck Baldwin/ darrell l. Castle
CONSTITUTIONAL • 850-944-4800 • www.baldwin08.com

Jonathan allen/ Jeffrey d. stath
INDEPENDENT • 970-249-2008 • www.heartquake08.com

district attorney
John Bradley - REPUBLICAN
512-943-1234

County attorney, 
Williamson County

Jana duty - REPUBLICAN
512-554-5678 • www.janaduty.com
Jaime m. lynn - DEMOCRAT
512-826-8313 • vote4lynn.com

Williamson County sheriff
James r. Wilson - REPUBLICAN
512-943-1300
mike andras - LIBERTARIAN
512-507-9916

Williamson County tax 
assessor-Collector

deborah m. hunt - REPUBLICAN
512-943-1601

Jon scallan - LIBERTARIAN
512-528-2172

Williamson County  
Commissioner precinct 1

lisa Birkman - REPUBLICAN
512-733-5380 • www.lisabirkman.com

mike grimes - DEMOCRAT
512-255-5888
www.mikegrimescampaign.com

Williamson County  
Commissioner precinct 3

valerie Covey - REPUBLICAN
512-863-5540 • www.valeriecovey.com

gregory Windham - DEMOCRAT
512-507-2900  • www.17homes.com

James atwell andrews - LIBERTARIAN
512-818-6315

Williamson County 
Constable precinct 1

robert Chody - REPUBLICAN

Williamson County 
Constable precinct 2

dale vannoy - REPUBLICAN
512-260-4270 • www.dalevannoy.com

Williamson County 
Constable precinct 3

Bobby guitierrez - REPUBLICAN
512-943-1434

Williamson County 
Constable precinct 4

marty ruble - REPUBLICAN
512-238-2181

Charles mcCoy - LIBERTARIAN
512-544-4204

Barack obama/ Joe Biden
DEMOCRAT

312-819-2717 
www.barackobama.com

John mcCain/sarah palin
REPUBLICAN

703-418-2008
www.johnmccain.com

Bob Barr/ Wayne a. root 
LIBERTARIAN

770-836-1776
www.bobbarr2008.com

WRITE-IN CANDIDATES:
Only the names of the Republican, Democratic and Libertarian candidates will ap-
pear on the ballot. Other candidates will not appear on ballots, but can be voted for 
by writing the candidate’s name in the “Write-In Candidate” space.

compiled by 
William Gest Community Impact made every effort to find contact information for all candidates. In cases where none is listed, the candidate 

either could not be reached or chose not to provide contact information for publication.

Source: Connie Watson, Williamson County public information officer

u.s. senate
John Cornyn
REPUBLICAN
www.johncornyn.com

richard J. (rick) noriega
DEMOCRAT
www.ricknoriega.com

yvonne adams schick
 LIBERTARIAN
512-264-9218 • yvonneschick.com

u.s. representative

John Carter - REPUBLICAN
202-225-3864 • johncarterforcongress.com
Brian p. ruiz - DEMOCRAT
512-686-4257 • ruizforcongress.com

Barry n. Cooper - LIBERTARIAN
877-642-9333

distriCt 31

state representative

dan m. gattis - REPUBLICAN
512-809-6367 • dangattis.org
Jim dillon - DEMOCRAT
512-497-1427
Craig C. Weems - LIBERTARIAN
512-350-9159

distriCt 20

Bryan daniel - REPUBLICAN
512-388-8212 • www.bryandaniel.org

diana maldonado - DEMOCRAT
512-501-3578 
www.dianamaldonado.com

distriCt 52

lillian simmons - LIBERTARIAN
512-246-2597 • xld.com/ls/home.htm

district Judge, 26th 
Judicial district 

Billy ray stubblefield - REPUBLICAN
512-943-1226

district Judge, 395th 
Judicial district

mike Jergins - REPUBLICAN
512-943-1395

district Judge, 425th 
Judicial district

mark silverstone - REPUBLICAN
512-943-3380

On voter registration, polling places or precinct numbers:
Williamson County: 943-1630, wilco.org/CountyDepartments/Elections/tabid/450/Default.aspx

Nelda Wells spears 512-854-8473
Travis CouNTy voTer regisTrar
p.o. Box 149322, ausTiN, Tx 78714-9327
5501 airporT Blvd., ausTiN, Tx 78751

RETURN SERvICE REqUESTED

Secretary of State’s Office
Elections Division
1-800-252-VOTE (8693)

Postage

voTer regisTraTioN CerTifiCaTe

Travis CouNTy

you reside in these political districts:

www.traviscountytax.org
name and Mailing address

(austin residents: fp=full  purpose  lp=limited purpose)

433452

Cong. Comm. school dist.sen. leg. sMd.
City

Jp

dohN B parreTT
411 CoMMuNiTy iMpaCT Way
ausTiN, Tx 78759

dohN B parreTT
411 CoMMuNiTy iMpaCT Way
ausTiN, Tx 78759

voTer MusT persoNally sigN his/her NaMe iMMediaTely upoN reCeipT, if aBle.

gender

prec. No.year of Birth

vo
ted
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X

valid from

thru

vuid 
1167892371 F

1979 218

01/01/2008

12/31/2009

10 14 48 2 2 aiSD aUSFP3

EXAMPLE
FoR MoRE INFoRMATIoN

A map of early voting locations within Williamson County is 
available at wilco.org/CountyDepartments/Elections/tabid/450/
Default.aspx. During early voting, you may vote at any early 
voting location.

On Election Day, you must vote at your precinct’s polling location. 
Your precinct number is printed on your registration card. Match 
this number with the list of polling locations available by visiting 
apps.wilcogov.org/elections/ and typing in your address or call 
943-1630 to find your location.

You do not have to bring your voter registration card, but it is 
recommended. Bring a driver’s license or other state-issued ID.

WHERE Can 
i VoTE?

REgISTRATIoN CARD
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Voter registration deadline was Oct. 6
Early voting Oct. 20-Oct. 31
7 a.m. to 7 p.m. weekdays and Saturday, 
noon to 6 p.m. Sunday

VoTINg DATES

ElECTion Day  

Nov. 4  7a.m. - 7p.m.
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Taylor iSD bond election
The Taylor ISD school board called for a November 
election to seek voter approval on a $43 million 
bond package. The bond money will serve two 
purposes: $38.5 million will be used to build a new 
high school campus, while $4.5 million will be used 
to repurpose the current high school facility and 
other campuses. Visit more.impactnews.com/1790 
for more information on TISD.

Proposed Garey 
Park (clockwise 
from left):
Equestrian center, 
Adventure Park 
playscape and 
entrance

Proposed San Gabriel 
Amphitheater

City of Georgetown 
bond propositions
The city of Georgetown has two bond propositions on 
the Nov. 4 ballot totaling $81.5 million. 

Proposition one authorizes the city to issue up 
to $46 million for road projects.

Projects include:
Berry Creek Drive – widening a 0.7-mile segment of 
Berry Creek Drive from Airport Road to Hwy. 195
FM 1460 – widening a 1.9-mile segment of FM 1460 
within the city limits to four lanes
D.B. Wood Road – adding traffic lanes to D.B. Wood 
Road, also known as the Northwest Inner Loop, near 
the Williams Drive intersection
Hwy. 29 study – partnering with Williamson County to 
develop a route for a future Hwy. 29 expansion project
Southeast Arterial One* – proposing a two-lane con-
nector road between the SE Inner Loop and Toll 130 

FM 971 – widening 2.2 miles of FM 971 from Austin 
Avenue to Toll 130 to four lanes

*Other funding for this project would come from Wil-
liamson County and the city’s 0.5 percent 4B sales tax 
associated with the Georgetown Transportation Enhance-
ment Corporation

Proposition two authorizes the city to issue up to 
$35.5 million for parks and recreation projects.

Projects include:
Westside Park and Sports Complex – purchasing park-
land on the west side of IH 35 for recreation that could 
include soccer, baseball, softball and football fields
Parkland for preserves – purchasing land for parks or 
preserves. Land could serve as a buffer around existing or 
future parkland, natural springs or habitat of endangered 
species or to connect other parcels of parkland.
San Gabriel Park Improvements and Amphitheater 
– improving San Gabriel Park, including an outdoor 
amphitheater to be used for performances, special events 
and festivals

Garey Park – providing $10 million to set aside for 
the development of a master-planned park. Jack and 
Cammy Garey announced in 2004 that they would 
donate their 525-acre ranch, including the estate home, 
to the city to develop into a city park. 
Hike and bike trails – providing funds for future trails
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More than 70 years ago, in 1937, a 
group of Hutto community farm-

ers banded together with plans to create a 
new cotton gin. There were already many 
operating gins in the area at that time. The 
country was still in a depression; however, 
the farmers believed they could get better 
grades on their cotton and provide better 
member services. 

On April 21, 1938, the Hutto Co-op 
Gin Company was incorporated with an 
elected board, including E.S. Johnson, 
H.E. Gainer, S.H. Anderson, W.E. Rogan, 
Arthur Olander, P.H. Overton and 
Herman Decker. The new company had 
sold shares and bought out the existing 
Nelson-Swenson Gin to get its business 
established. H.E. Gainer was the first 

historical    impact by Mike FoWler
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Site of the Hutto Co-op Mercantile farmers market

The Hanstrom and Tinning Gin in the 1910s, south 
of the railroad tracks, was one of the early cotton gins 
in Hutto. 

The Hutto Co-op Gin on its last day in operation, Oct. 17, 2001

HUTTo Co-oP

general manager.
In July 1949 lightening 

struck, starting a fire that 
destroyed the cotton gin. 
With great urgency, the gin 
was rebuilt.

In 1951, Jack Black-
man was the driving force 
behind the creation of 
the Hutto Grain Co-op. 
A separate board was 
established to govern it. 
The Hutto Grain Co-op 
bought new oil storage 
tanks and used them as 
grain storage facilities; 

later, 10 larger corrugated metal silos were 
constructed. 

From the mid-1960s until 1978, Victor 
Stern served as the board president for the 
gin and was employed as the general man-
ager of the gin from 1978 until 1989. His 
only son, Bill, was the last general manager 
from 2001 until 2004 and also served as 
president of the Hutto Grain Co-op. 

“The co-op is a tribute to the agricul-
tural heritage of Hutto,” Bill Stern said. “It 
had a very good run for a business. Con-
sidering the nature of farming, weather, 
low prices for cotton and grain, massive 
development of farm land and costly 
environmental issues, it is amazing that it 
lasted as long as it did.”

Lee Martinez of Hutto also worked for 

the Hutto Gin Co-op most of his adult life. 
Born in 1929, Martinez began hoeing 
and picking cotton at age 9. In 1951, 
Martinez began working part time at the 
gin co-op and full time from 1962 until 
it closed in 2003. 

During ginning season, which was 
usually heaviest in August and September 
but often carried through October and 
November, the cotton gins were in opera-
tion 24 hours a day. 

In 1979, 8,200 bales of cotton were 
ginned from trailers delivered to the gin 
site, and in 1992, more than 10,000 bales 
of cotton were ginned from modules deliv-
ered to the gin site.

In a one-year period in the mid-to-
late-1980s, more than 500 railroad grain 
transport cars were filled and processed 
out of the Hutto Grain Co-op.

Bill Stern said the gin worked its last 
bale of cotton and was shut down at ap-
proximately 11 a.m. Oct. 17, 2001. The 
railroad spur on the property was used 
until 2003.

The city of Hutto paid more than $2 
million to purchase the Hutto Co-Op Gin 
and Hutto Grain Co-op in December 2003 
and February 2004. 

In late 2004, the Hutto Historical Pres-
ervation Commission recommended to 
the city council and staff that 14 significant 
structures be retained in the design and 
reuse of the co-op property. The structures 

recommended to remain included the 
long storage building by the highway; all 
nine of the 36-foot diameter domed silos; 
a tenth 72-foot diameter silo; both of the 
large cotton gin buildings and the cotton-
seed storage structure. 

The city of Hutto entered into a six-
month lease of the property with Market-
place Austin for the purpose of a farmers 
market to be held every Saturday until 
December.

The city is also working on a permanent 
plan for the co-op site.
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Lived in District: Four years • Born and 
raised in Austin, now lives in Hutto
Education: Bachelor's in communications, 
St. Edward's University
Career: Campaign staffer, Lloyd Doggett 
for Congress, 1994; campaign staffer, Abel 
Ruiz for State Representative, 1996; radio 
producer, Clear Channel Radio (ESPN The 
Zone), 2000-2004; real estate agent, 2005-
2007
Contact: 686-4257
info@ruizforcongress.com

Q. what are the most important issues affecting 
your constituents?
A. The first thing is the economy. The constituents are 
looking for someone that understands the economy because 
they live in it. All too often we vote for a congressman that 
can talk to people in the district, or at one time maybe lived 
some of the problems of the economy. But I'm actually 
someone that lives it every day and struggles to make ends 
meet, just as so many other people in the district do as well. 
That's the first thing I hear all the time. The second thing is 
energy dependence. We really need to start getting ourselves 
off foreign oil and just oil in general. And we've got to take a 
realistic view on how to do that.

Q. what actions would you take on these if elected?
A. I think one of the most important parts of the economy 
is becoming energy independent, and that's part of it. The 
second thing of the energy independence is making sure we 
make that move. But another thing that encompasses both of 
those as well, that I want to be able to do, is to bring out the 
bill that came out in 1995. When the conservative Congress 
came in there, one of the first bills that they issued was to 
have a balanced budget constitutional amendment.

Q. would you primarily balance the budget 
by getting increased tax revenue or by cutting 
programs?
A. We gotta cut spending. Our spending has gotten way out of 
control. We've got way too much federal bureaucracy, and that's 
something we do need to start cutting down on.

Q. Do you feel that the immigration system in the 
U.S. is in need of reform? If so, how do you suggest 
changing it? 
A. One of the things that is specific to this district is our T. 
Don Hutto facility in Taylor. Right now we are holding illegal 
immigrants in this facility, and children as well, and waiting 
for them to go into court to find out if they belong here or not. 
Sometimes that can take up to six months or longer before they 
can get there. So they're having to live in a confined area of a 
building that used to be a prison. For me, that is something I just 
don't agree with, and as the congressman out in this area, I'm 
going to do what I can to close this place down, or have it moved 
outside this district.

Lived in District: 35 years
Education: Bachelor's degree, Texas Tech 
University; Juris Doctor, University of Texas 
Law School
Career: General practice lawyer; appointed 
judge of 277th District Court of Williamson 
County in 1981; District Judge 1982-2001; 
Congressional District 31 representative 
since 2002
Contact: 246-1600 • carter.house.gov

Q. what are the most important issues affecting 
your constituents?
A. Well the No. 1 issue, probably large issue, is the economy 
overall, with energy being a subsection of the economy. Right 
now [constituents] are more concerned about energy and the 
cost of fuel than any other single issue across the country. 
The war in Iraq, the war in Afghanistan, the war against 
terrorism — they all remain issues. Healthcare is an issue. 
This time last year immigration would have been the No. 1 
issue, clearly, in my district. It's a sleeper, probably the No. 
2 issue besides energy. Energy is the top one only because 
people remember it every time they fill up their car. 

Q. what actions would you take on these if you 
are re-elected?
A. I've been taking action on all of these issues since I've 
been in Congress. The issue of the economy is very simple. 
You have to look at the economy and decide what your view 
of how the economy works is. There's two big prevailing 
views. I happen to be one who believes that the best economy 
is the economy in which we keep most of the taxpayers' 

Q. what are the most important issues affecting 
your constituents?
A. I think the first most important issue is electing a 
government that works. The approval rating of Congress 
right now is 9 percent, and that's because the Capitol is not 
full of citizens running the country, but the Capitol is full 
of professional politicians and corporate mongrels. I think 
the second most important issue is our energy crisis, and 
I think our third most important issue is education in this 
country. We lost 50 percent of our kids in high schools last 
year to drop outs. That's 6,500 kids a day last year dropped 
out of high school, and our government and the school 
administrators continue blaming it on the children.

Q. what actions would you take on these if elected?
A. First action I would take if elected is to encourage the 
American people to start electing a third party. Quit looking 
to the Republicans and Democrats to fix our problems. 
They're the ones who got us into these problems, so I would 
definitely encourage a third party, for people to vote for a 
third party. The second thing I would do if elected, on the 

money in his pockets, so he makes the spending decisions, and 
he grows the economy through his investments and spending 
decisions. That's the conservative view. I believe that if we raise 
taxes, which is being proposed this year by the Democratic 
Party, we will see the economy decline.

Q. Do you feel that the immigration system in the 
U.S. is in need of reform? If so, how do you suggest 
changing it?
A. The immigration system, in my personal opinion, is 
broken from top to bottom. We, for some reason, have a policy 
that looks the other way for people who break the law. It is 
an unwritten policy that just seems to have evolved that way. 
So millions of people break the laws coming into the United 
States, break into our country, and then there are those who 
try to do it the right way. We have created a system that is so 
onerous and punitive that they have a very difficult time trying 
to come here and do the right thing. That's kind of completely 
backwards from the way it ought to be.  
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John carter

Barry cooper

U.S. REPRESEnTATIVE, ConGRESSIonAL DISTRICT 31
community    profiles

energy crisis, would be to start taking money out of oil field 
profits and use it on alternative energy sources, such as nuclear 
and even hemp, growing hemp for fuel. There's so many different 
ways we can supply our country with energy that are much 
better and less costly than oil. And then the third thing I would 
do, to help the public school system, is first to get rid of the No 
Child Left Behind program. Get federal government out of our 
schools. They're not supposed to be there anyway.

Q. Do you feel that the immigration system in the 
U.S. is in need of reform? If so, how do you suggest 
changing it? 
A. I do not support the border wall. I do not support sanctions 
for people that hire illegal aliens. I do think our immigration 
system needs reform in the sense that our Mexican brothers and 
sisters that are already in our country, and have kids, and have 
a job — they should be allowed to stay. And then we should do 
a better job at the border regarding allowing Mexicans to come 
back and forth. I'm totally for our Mexican population because 
America is founded on foreigners coming to this land and being 
able to make a better life for themselves. 

intervieWs by Patrick brendel

For extended interviews, visit more.impactnews.com/1957.

Lived in District: Two months
Education: Law enforcement training
Career: Law enforcement officer for eight 
years; owned car dealerships, tire shop and 
a mixed martial arts company; current CEO 
of nevergetbusted.com
Background: Produced and starred in 
two videos about how to conceal illegal 
substances from law enforcement
Contact: 877-642-9333
www.lptexas.org/2008/cooper
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Leander Petroleum makes possible 
everything from pacemakers to polyester. 
Paydirt Gifts, an internet-based business 
offering trinkets related to the petroleum 
industry, pays homage to black gold.

Cindy and Paul Covert, owners of Pay-
dirt Gifts, have history in the oil industry 
and a passion for educating people about 
the origin and uses of oil. Cindy’s father 
is a retired petroleum engineer, and Paul’s 
family has owned the royalties to oil re-
serves for six generations. 

“I’ve lived in or been through just about 
every town in Texas and Oklahoma,” 
Cindy said. 
Full story at more.impactnews.com/1883

regional    report ABRIDGED SToRIES FRoM oUR oTHER EDITIonS

IMPACTSnonPRoFIT PRoFILE

HISToRICAL IMPACT

nEIGHBoRHooD DInInG

BUSInESS PRoFILE BUSInESS PRoFILE

monthly fee  n/a         $1,500 $1,500 $1,500        $2,000 $2,000 $2,000        $1,500
per meeting fee
     Voting meeting               $750  $750 $750 $750 $750 $750 $750       $750
     Non-voting meeting      $300 n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a
Avg. fees per director $21,400 $29,600 $28,000 $29,800 $34,900 $37,900 $38,500 TBD
Avg. benefits per director $7,100 $8,200 $9,000 $9,100 $9,500 $12,100 $11,200 TBD
Avg. total compensation per director $28,500 $37,800 $37,000 $38,900 $44,400 $50,000 $49,800 TBD

 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

Pedernales Electric director fees

Leander/Cedar Park The faces and terms 
of leadership at the Pedernales Electric Cooperative 
changed drastically since the filing of a member-led 
lawsuit more than a year ago. Resolution of the suit, for 
which a settlement was approved in May, was halted 
due to member appeals that will last indefinitely. A 

Pedernales Electric Co-op

paydirt gifts
528-9389

www.paydirtgifts.com

Stars season tickets 
Cedar Park The Texas Stars ticket office will hold a 
grand opening Oct. 4 at its new location, 202 Walton Way, 
Ste. 154. Seating preferences for 2009-2010 season tickets 
will be given on a first come, first serve basis. Single game 
tickets will be available for purchase as well. Visit 
www.texasstarshockey.com.

Christine Reilly Photography
417-7405

http://events.christinereilly.com
http://christinereilly.com

northwest Austin Christine 
Reilly’s passion for photography comes 
alive in her work, turning regular photo 
shoots into one-of-a-kind, magazine-
style portraits. 

Reilly previously worked in New 
York but decided to move to Austin 
for the small-town feel of the art scene 
here. Once in Austin, she opened her 
own photography business in 2006 
to create custom products for people 
wanting to capture a special instant in 
time. Reilly said she concentrates on 
the entire portrait experience to por-
tray each client’s personality. 
Full story at more.impactnews.com/1938

Estancia Churrascaria
4894 w. Hwy. 290 

892-1225
www.estanciachurrascaria.com

Southwest Austin Texas has always been 
the No. 1 beef producer in the United States; 
however, few in Texas realize the No. 1 beef ex-
porter in the world is not the U.S. It is, in fact, the 
country of Brazil.

A little place just off of Hwy. 290 in Southwest 
Austin brings the best of the Brazilian beef tradi-
tion into the heart of Texas.

Ironi Darosa 
opened Estancia 
Churrascaria in 
March 2007 in a cool, 
limestone building.
Full story at 
more.impactnews.com/1916

Transportation: moving right along
northwest Austin Moving throughout Northwest Austin could become easier 
in the next year with passenger rail lines opening and bus services expanding. 

“In terms of service, Capital Metro is trying to get as much service in Northwest 
Austin as possible,” said Misty Whited, Capital Metro communications specialist. 
“That’s the area where we are seeing an increase in ridership, especially in the Tech 
Ridge, Lakeline and Leander routes. We’re trying to get more buses out there and 
make them more comfortable with our express routes.”

Capital MetroRail service is scheduled to open the passenger rail on the Austin-to-
Leander line this fall. At its October retreat, the Capital Metro Board will determine 
whether completed stations will open this fall or if service will be delayed until all 
stations are ready in early 2009. Nine stops are planned, incluing two in North Austin: 
one in the North Burnet/Gateway area near Kramer Lane and another at MoPac and 
Howard Lane. The Howard Lane station will not be open at least until March.
Full story at more.impactnews.com/1940

Estancia Churrascaria
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criminal investigation of the PEC was recently turned 
over to the Texas Attorney General Greg Abbott, who 
has not announced what he intends to do with the case.

Meanwhile, PEC continues to provide electricity 
service to more than 200,000 locations in 24 counties, 
including 63,176 in the Leander and Cedar Park area.
Full story at more.impactnews.com/1885

Cele barbecues again
Pflugerville Cele General Store, which closed in 
December 2007 after 115 years in business, reopened last 
month by the same family at the same location, 18726 
Cameron Road. Lunch is served starting at 10:30 a.m. 
Saturdays. Dinner is served from 5:30 to 9:30 p.m. Saturdays, 
by reservation only. For reservations, call 251-3562.

Round Rock 
During the 1940s, 
Round Rock was 
entwined in the 
large-scale and 
local impacts 
of World War 
II. Hundreds of 
young men — 
some who had 
never left Texas 
before — volunteered or were drafted to fight for freedom 
in a war halfway around the world, just as many of their 
fathers had done a generation earlier. Meanwhile, many 
women and children served the local community.
Full story at more.impactnews.com/1955

A soldier walks past the Sam Bass Café on Main 
Street in Round Rock in the 1940s.
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Round Rock/Pflugerville Central Texas cities are 
working together in ways that affect most area citizens’ 
day-to-day lives — for economic development, transpor-
tation and water. This cross-community collaboration is 
sometimes referred to as regionalism.

Regionalism is a concept that has not always been 
embraced. Greater Pflugerville Chamber of Commerce 
CEO Patricia Brown has been with the chamber for 15 
years and said Central Texas cities have not always played 
together well. However, she saw a regional change in 
attitude when Mike Rollins became CEO of the Greater 
Austin Chamber of Commerce. 
Full story at more.impactnews.com/1967

Cities work together for 
economic developmentRound Rock Like most 

professional orchestras, the 
Round Rock Symphony will be a 
nonprofit group. Music director 
Silas Huff said the symphony is 
still awaiting 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
status, but people have already 
started showing interest.

The symphony’s first perfor-
mance will be at 8 p.m. Oct. 

25 at First United Methodist Church, 1104 N. Mays St, 
Round Rock. Tickets are $20 for adults and $15 for se-
niors and students. Children 12 years old and younger are 
admitted at no charge.
Full story at more.impactnews.com/1697
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Real Estate

Key Statistics
Market data Provided 

by nicole boynton

Less than $100,000
$100,000-$149,900
$150,000-$199,900
$200,000-$299,900
$300,000-$399,900
$400,000-$499,900
$500,000-$749,900
$750,000-$999,900
$1 million +

Price range 

Sept. 2008
Sept. 2007
August 2008
July 2008
June 2008
May 2008
April 2008
Mar. 2008
Feb. 2008 

75
92
81

116
107
92
90
69
64

Month  

36
49
38
37
43
38
45
40
29

13
14
18
19
15
17
14
20
8

$152,839
$147,515
$144,343
$145,570
$153,483
$148,124
$163,628 
$156,511
$148,954

$112,584
$122,898
$126,765
$111,747
$137,393
$102,131
$117,575
$109,678
$135,268

$218,189
$235,339
$225,758
$219,535
$227,306
$225,436
$199,046
$229,201
$223,089

Change in average 
selling price 

during last year

Change in average 
selling price 

during last year

Change in average 
selling price 

during last year

Georgetown Hutto Taylor

-$17,150 +$5,324 -$10,314-17 -13 -1

No. of sales
Georgetown

Average price
Hutto Taylor Georgetown Hutto Taylor

Change in number of
homes sold 

during last year

Change in number of
homes sold 

during last year

Change in number of
homes sold 

during last year

5
73

114
179
99
71
62
20
12

No. of Homes for Sale

1
91
52
26
10
8
3
1
-

Georgetown Hutto Taylor
24
26
11
12
1
1
-
-
-

Avg. Days on Market

201
107
107
91

106
130
137
138
176

2
69
74
80
87
71

160
120

-

Georgetown Hutto Taylor
89
74

186
140
513
173

-
-
-

Sky Realty
512-289-4663

nicole@512buyhome.com
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on the market (September 1 - 30) monthly home sales

by carolyn nelSon

The seller’s main — and most costly — closing costs are 
the real estate commission and owner’s title policy. The 
buyer’s main — and most costly expenses — are costs as-
sociated with obtaining the loan to purchase the home, the 
appraisal and the survey. 
Seller’s costs

When a seller lists a property with a Realtor, there is a 
listing real estate commission. There is no set percentage 
or dollar amount on the real estate commission, which is 
negotiable between the seller/owner and listing agent. 

The payment of the owner’s title policy is also negotiable. 
Most sellers will pay the title policy if they are selling their 
home for the price they had anticipated and will be satis-
fied with the net proceeds (the amount of cash the seller 
walks away with after closing on the sale of the property). 
However, if the buyer is purchasing the property at a really 
good price, the seller can reasonably ask the buyer to pay 
for the owner’s title policy. 

The owner’s title policy is less than 1 percent of the sales 
price. The State Board of Insurance sets this amount, so the 
amount cannot be negotiated but who pays for it can.
Buyer’s costs

Because of the subprime lending issue the mortgage in-
dustry has been facing lately, it is harder to get a home loan 
than ever before. Most lenders are requiring a down pay-
ment depending on items such as the borrower’s credit, sal-

ary or debt. Therefore, the average buyer probably needs to 
come to the table with a down payment and closing costs. 

If a buyer has a stable, well-paying job, good credit score 
and qualifies to make the mortgage payment but does not 
have enough cash to cover closing costs, there are some 
ways to overcome this obstacle. When the buyer makes an 
offer on the house, he can include in the offer that the seller 
pays a certain percentage of the buyer’s closing costs. The 
Realtor and loan officer will advise on how much the buyer 
can ask the seller to contribute, which varies depending on 
the type of loan. 

However, if the offer price is not more than what the cur-
rent owner still owes on the loan, it may not be reasonable 
to ask for the seller to cover any of the closing costs. The 
price of the house can be increased to cover the buyer’s costs. 
This means that the buyer finances his closing costs in his 
mortgage, and the monthly mortgage payment increases 
slightly. For example, with interest calculated at today’s 
rate of 5.625 percent, a buyer’s monthly mortgage payment 
would increase $5.75 per month if $1,000 is added to the 
buyer’s loan.

In this scenario, the house must appraise for the new sell-
ing price with the closing costs included. The appraisal is not 
ordered or performed until there is an executed contract, so if 
the seller and the buyer increase the price for the closing costs, 
they risk the appraisal value not meeting or exceeding the sell-
ing price listed in the contract. If this happens, the seller and 
buyer must renegotiate the selling price. The Realtors and 
loan officer involved can assist in this process by providing 
guidance and expert advice to the seller and the buyer.

Article provided by Realtor Carolyn Nelson
of Synterra Property Group
Call 258-4111 or e-mail carolyn@synterragroup.com. 
Visit www.synterragroup.com.

Tips for negotiating closing costs

Market Data Georgetown, Hutto and Taylor MLS area
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3411 Broken Spoke Trail 3301 Rocky Hollow Trail

3306 Lonesome Trail3204 Buffalo Springs Trail

3 Br./2 Ba. 
1,334 sq. ft. 

4 Br./2.5 Ba. 
2,533 sq. ft. 

3 Br./2 Ba. 
1,790 sq. ft. 

3 Br./2 Ba 
1,400 sq. ft.

Agent:  Tanya Pullin Agent:  Brent Buck

Agent: Stuart SuttonFor sale by owner 

$140,000 $189,000

$202,193$149,500 

922-3010 635-8201

844-3254508-1796

GEoRGETown – 78628

Featured Homes

Featured Homes

GEoRGETown - 78626

Main Street Area
• Established, historic area of Georgetown
• Large mature pecan trees
• Within walking distance to the local dining 
and shopping
 

Schools
• Frost and McCoy elementary schools
• Benold Middle School
• Georgetown Ninth Grade Center
• Georgetown High School

Schools
• Annie Purl and Williams elementary schools
• Forbes Middle School
• Georgetown Ninth Grade Center
• Georgetown High School

1 2

1602 Main St.
3 Bd./2.5 Ba. 
1,683 sq. ft. 

Agent:  Marcy Urban

$425,000
413-5842

4

1610 George St.
3 Bd./3 Ba.
2,354 sq. ft. 

Agent: Nancy Knight

$339,900
818-4892

5

4

2001 Main St.
4 Br./2Ba. 
2,021 sq. ft.

Agent: Rose Real Estate

$99,000
894-0835

7

3

1814 Main St.
2 Bd./1 Ba. + Office
1,462 sq. ft.

Agent: Norma Carleton

 
576-6755

6

$222,949

Reata Trails
• Large city swimming pool (Williams Drive) 
within walking distance
• Close to Emerald Springs Park
• Easy access to shopping and several restaurants
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residential    property listings
City Subdivision address Bed/Bath Sq. Ft.* Price agent agencyZiP code Phone

georgetoWn, hutto, taylor, austin, cedar Park and leander

If you are a broker/agent, builder or property owner and would like to have your residential and/or commercial properties listed in our real estate section at no cost, please contact us at 
realestate@impactnews.com to request a submission form. All listings received will be considered for publication in one or more editions of Community Impact Newspaper.

1014 Creston Cove, Hutto $178,500

75 S. Towns Mill Road, Georgetown $599,000

78626 Georgetown Twin Creek 30121 Twin Creek Drive N/A N/A $42,750 Annette Wilson RE/MAX Centx Assoc. LLC 784-8690
78626 Georgetown Chisholm Park 1003 Drovers Cove  3br/2ba 968 $110,000 Agent Keller Williams Realty  656-5757
78626 Georgetown Chisholm Park 1009 Drovers Cove  3br/2ba 1,039 $112,900 Agent Keller Williams Realty  656-5757
78626 Georgetown Chisholm Park 1011 Drovers Cove  3br/2ba 1,039 $112,900 Agent Keller Williams Realty  656-5757
78626 Georgetown Sunny Side 102 Klein Court 3br/2ba 1,323 $165,000 Annette Wilson RE/MAX Centx Assoc. LLC 784-8690
78626 Georgetown 8.87 acres east Georgetown 620 Eastview Drive 3br/2ba 1,502 $275,000 Suzanne Bergmann, Realtor N/A 639-9438
78626 Georgetown N/A 75 S. Towns Mill Road 4br/3.2ba 3,407 $599,000 Annette Wilson RE/MAX Centx Assoc. LLC 784-8690
78628 Georgetown Sierra Vista 309 Susana Lot Lot $30,000 The Christ & Gabriel Team Sellstate Summit Realty 930-SELL (7355)
78628 Georgetown Thousand Oaks 208 Woodstone Drive 4br/2ba 1,561 $152,900 Annette Wilson RE/MAX Centx Assoc. LLC 784-8690
78628 Georgetown Sierra Vista 107 Tamara Court 3br/2ba 1,882 $169,900 The Christ & Gabriel Team Sellstate Summit Realty 930-SELL (7355)
78628 Georgetown Georgetown Village 304 Rosedale Blvd. 3br/2ba 1,673 $175,000 Angie Moore ERA-Colonial 297-5534
78628 Georgetown Sierra Vista  313 Susana Drive 4br/3ba 2,077 $183,900 Annette Wilson RE/MAX Centx Assoc. LLC 784-8690
78628 Georgetown Briarwood 501 Algerita Drive 8br/4ba 3,072 $203,990 Karen Wilson/Broker Associate RE/MAX Heart of Texas 244-1411
78628 Georgetown Reata Trails 918 Hedgewood 3br/2ba 1,867 $224,900 The Christ & Gabriel Team Sellstate Summit Realty 930-SELL (7355)
78628 Georgetown Reata Trails 120 Thornwood 3br/2a 2,394 $239,900 Tracy Jacobs, Realtor Century 21 HS 694-7713
78628 Georgetown River Ridge 303 Rim Rock 4br/2.5ba 2,614 $245,000 The Christ & Gabriel Team Sellstate Summit Realty 930-SELL (7355)
78628 Georgetown Berry Creek 29003 Colonial 4br/2ba 2,795 $248,000 The Christ & Gabriel Team Sellstate Summit Realty 930-SELL (7355)
78628 Georgetown Escalera Ranch 225 V P Ranch Road N/A N/A $250,000 Annette Wilson RE/MAX Centx Assoc. LLC 784-8690
78628 Georgetown Serenada 704 Toledo Trail 3br/2ba 1,544 $174,900 Tracy Jacobs, Realtor Century 21 HS 694-7713
78628 Georgetown Serenada Estates 4301 E. Cordoba Circle 5br/3.5ba 3,052 $285,000 Annette Wilson RE/MAX Centx Assoc. LLC 784-8690
78628 Georgetown Gabriels Overlook 111 Park Place 4br/3.5ba 3,300 $389,500 The Christ & Gabriel Team Sellstate Summit Realty 930-SELL (7355)
78628 Georgetown River Chase 111 River Chase 3br/2.5ba 3,178 $550,000 Don Hemingway Crystal Falls Realty 789-3356
78628 Georgetown Cimarron Hills 101 Hammerstone 4br/3.5ba 3,387 $640,400 Dora Aubin J. Paul Aubin Real Estate 966-4555
78628 Georgetown Cimarron Hills 100 Dovetail 3br/2.5ba 2,990 $649,990 Dora Aubin J. Paul Aubin Real Estate 966-4555
78628 Georgetown Cimarron Hills 707 Cimarron Hills Trail 4br/4ba 4,190 $865,000 Dora Aubin J. Paul Aubin Real Estate 966-4555
78628 Georgetown Cimarron Hills 111 Paloma Point 5br/4.5ba 4,800 $1,385,000 Dora Aubin J. Paul Aubin Real Estate 966-4555
78628 Georgetown Cimarron Hills 110 Paloma Point 4br/4.5ba 5,980 $1,497,000 Dora Aubin J. Paul Aubin Real Estate 966-4555
78628 Georgetown Cimarron Hills 703 Cimarron Hills Trail 5br/5ba 4,805 $1,525,000 Dora Aubin J. Paul Aubin Real Estate 966-4555
78628 Georgetown Cimarron Hills 104 Spearpoint Cove 5br/5.5ba 5,290 $1,575,000 Dora Aubin J. Paul Aubin Real Estate 966-4555
78633 Georgetown Terraces of Woodlake 309 Wildwood 3br/2ba 1,704 $155,000 The Christ & Gabriel Team Sellstate Summit Realty 930-SELL (7355)
78633 Georgetown Georgetown Village 142 Village Commons Blvd. 4br/2ba 1,954 $185,000 Angie Moore ERA-Colonial 297-5534
78633 Georgetown Ridgewood Estates 121 Ridgewood Cove 4br/2ba 1,955 $264,900 The Christ & Gabriel Team Sellstate Summit Realty 930-SELL (7355)
78633 Georgetown Fountainwood 2011 Fountainwood 4br/2ba 2,387 $299,900 The Christ & Gabriel Team Sellstate Summit Realty 930-SELL (7355)
78633 Georgetown Twin Springs 225 Landons Way 4br/2.5ba 3,543 $425,000 The Christ & Gabriel Team Sellstate Summit Realty 930-SELL (7355)
78633 Georgetown Woodland Park 121 Canyon Oak Loop 4br/4ba 4,108 $529,900 The Christ & Gabriel Team Sellstate Summit Realty 930-SELL (7355)
78633 Georgetown Estates of Westlake 605 Marquesa 4br/4.5ba 3,910 $779,000 Dora Aubin J. Paul Aubin Real Estate 966-4555
78633 Georgetown Estates of Westlake 604 Marquesa 4br/4ba 4,330 $789,000 Dora Aubin J. Paul Aubin Real Estate 966-4555
78634 Hutto Brushy Creek 1115 Blewett 4br/2ba 1,504 $154,990 Keefer McKee N/A 846-2979
78634 Hutto Brushy Creek 1103 Blewett 4br/2ba 1,848 $164,990 Keefer McKee N/A 846-2979
78634 Hutto Riverwalk 400 Creston St. 4br/2ba 1,852 $166,500 Angie Moore ERA-Colonial 297-5534
78634 Hutto Brushy Creek 1504 Uvalde 3br/2ba 2,085 $168,990 Keefer McKee N/A 846-2979
78634 Hutto Riverwalk 1014 Creston Cove 4br/2.5ba 2,330 $178,500 Mary Merrell Keller Williams 636-3699
76574 Taylor G.D. Patterson 829 McClure 3br/2ba 2,245 $225,000 Juneva Randig Terra Properties,Inc. 365-5555
76574 Taylor Gernert 2205 Lee 3br/2ba 2,208 $189,900 Juneva Randig Terra Properties,Inc. 365-5555
76574 Taylor N/A 504 Sturgis 2br/1ba 900 $88,000 Jerry Head Cornerstone Real Estate, Inc. 913-3535
76574 Taylor N/A 1119 Burkett 2br/1ba 1,735 $99,000 Jerry Head Cornerstone Real Estate, Inc. 913-3535
76574 Taylor N/A 107 W. Mustang 3br/2ba 1,390 $120,000 Sharla Gola Cornerstone Real Estate, Inc. 771-2412
76574 Taylor N/A 1009 Burkett 2br/1ba 2,936 $155,000 Jerry Head Cornerstone Real Estate, Inc. 913-3535
76574 Taylor N/A 803 TH Johnson 3br/2ba 1,695 $168,000 Sharla Gola Cornerstone Real Estate, Inc. 771-2412
76574 Taylor N/A 1404 Sherry Drive 4br/2.5ba 2,512 $198,000 Sharla Gola Cornerstone Real Estate, Inc. 771-2412
76574 Taylor Zieschang 202 Hosack 3br/2ba 1,836 $89,900 Janette Polach Terra Properties,Inc. 365-5555
76574 Taylor Dahlberg Estates 500 Drake Lane 3br/3ba 2,150 $215,000 Tara Hays Great Austin Properties 779-7946
78717 Austin Avery Ranch 9316 Castle Pines Drive 5br/3.5ba 3,403 $330,000  Bruce Berman Coldwell Banker United, REALTORS 750-6611
78717 Austin Avery South 9212 Castle Pines Drive 5br/4ba 4,176 $394,900 Angie Moore ERA-Colonial 297-5534
78717 Austin Davis Spring 14837 Irondale Drive 4br/2.5ba 3,362 $279,999 Shay Hargus RE/MAX Austin Skyline 775-1995
78717 Austin Woods of Brushy Creek 8306 Cambria Drive 3br/2.5ba 2,419 $214,500 Don Hemingway Crystal Falls Realty 789-3356
78727 Austin Ashton Woods Townhomes 13808 Ashton Woods Circle 3br/2ba 1,634 $238,825 Team Joe Williams Keller Williams Realty 733-9773
78727 Austin Ashton Woods Townhomes 13833 Ashton Woods Circle 3br/2.5ba 1,918 $228,500 Team Joe Williams Keller Williams Realty 733-9773
78727 Austin Milwood 4705 Callisto Terrace 3br/2ba 1,408 $160,000 Chuma Jerome 1% Realty 423-5507
78729 Austin Forest North Estates 13307 Broadmeade Ave. 4br/2.5ba 2,669 $250,000  Bruce Berman Coldwell Banker United, REALTORS 750-6611
78729 Austin Forest North Estates 13011 Sherbourne St. 3br/2ba 2,128 $255,000 Robert Kauffman/Doug Parnell Keller Williams Realty 853-0110
78729 Austin Milwood 8128 Osborne Drive 3br/2ba 1,922 $211,900 Shay Hargus RE/MAX Austin Skyline 775-1995
78729 Austin Milwood 13201 Humphrey Drive 5br/4ba 3,351 $284,900 Brian Kerman RE/MAX Austin Advantage 921-4490
78736 Austin Windmill Run 7505 Callbram Lane 4br/2.5ba 2,056 $249,900 Angie Moore ERA-Colonial 297-5534
78749 Austin Shadowridge Crossing - Active 6804 Telluride Trail 3br/2.5ba 2,060 $239,287 Gary Gentry N/A 732-3865
78759 Austin Windridge 6803 Bayridge 3br/2.5ba 2,506 $395,000  Bruce Berman Coldwell Banker United, REALTORS 750-6611
78749 Austin Legend Oaks - Active 7913 Siringo Pass 3br/2.5ba 2,154 $243,983 Gary Gentry N/A 732-3865
78749 Austin Sendera 4416 Corran Ferry Loop 5br/3ba 2,324 $245,000 Angie Moore ERA-Colonial 297-5534
78749 Austin Convict Hill - Coming Soon! 6508 Wolfcreek Pass 3br/2ba 3,144 $419,983 Gary Gentry N/A 732-3865
78750 Austin Spicewood at Bull Creek 10203 Lockerbie Court 4br/3.5ba 3,529 $559,777 Christy Taylor Keller Williams 507-5632
78758 Austin Quail Creek West - Active 9614 Chukar Circle 3br/3ba 1,460 $128,983 Gary Gentry N/A 732-3865
78758 Austin White Plains 1106 Fauntleroy Trail 4br/4ba 2,111 $169,000 Agent Keller Williams Realty  656-5757
78758 Austin Enclave at Gracywoods 1402 Gorham St. 4br/2.5ba 2,270 $312,005  David Weekley Homes N/A 490-1367
78759 Austin Spicewood Point 3809 Spicewood Springs #125 2br/2ba 1,041 $199,900 Angie Moore ERA-Colonial 297-5534
78759 Austin Woodcrest 11609 Autumn Ridge 4br/2.5ba 2,823 $327,000 Chuma Jerome 1% Realty 423-5507
78613 Cedar Park Woods At Carriage Hills 901 Saba Cove 3br/2ba 1,628 $169,425 Mary Ann Ramsel Crystal Falls Realty 635-6550
78613 Cedar Park The Preserve at Gann Ranch 1911 Barnett 4br/3.5ba 2,433 224,890 David Gervais N/A 260-0260
78613 Cedar Park The Preserve at Gann Ranch 1905 Wheaton 5br/4ba 3,001 $249,990 David Gervais N/A 260-0260
78613 Cedar Park Cypress Bend 1608 Edelweiss 5br/3ba 3,189 $264,336 Chuma Jerome 1% Realty 423-5507
78613 Cedar Park Twin Creeks 2705 Mingus 3br/2ba 2,350 $289,865  David Weekley Homes N/A 821-8872
78613 Cedar Park Walsh Trails 1100 Williams Way  4br/3.5ba 3,068 $311,008  David Weekley Homes N/A 821-8877 
78613 Cedar Park Twin Creeks 2515 Ben Doran 3br/2.5ba 2,798 $325,000 Jolene Hall, Agent Turnquist Partners 633-3077
78613 Cedar Park Twin Creeks 2601 Terlingua Drive  3br/2.5ba 2,571 $329,990  David Weekley Homes N/A 821-8872 
78613 Cedar Park Twin Creeks 2308 Dervingham Drive 4br/2.5ba 3,210 $330,000 Cathy Wallace Keller Williams Realty 921-4150
78613 Cedar Park Buttercup Creek 2013 Nelson Ranch Loop 5br/3.5ba 3,451 $366,918  David Weekley Homes N/A 821-8886
78613 Cedar Park Red Oaks 1305 Quiet Creek Drive  4br/3.5ba 4,286 $450,907  David Weekley Homes N/A 821-8876 
78613 Cedar Park Whippoorwill Acres 2401 Grandridge Trail 4br/2.5ba 3,511 (plan) $599,000 Toni Spalding TONI SPALDING CRS   965-4056
78613 Cedar Park Buttercup Creek 1865 Nelson Ranch Loop 3br/2.5ba 2,593 $259,900  Bruce Berman Coldwell Banker United, REALTORS 750-6611
78641 Leander Block House 17403 Bottle Springs 3br/2ba 1,744 $140,000 Chuma Jerome 1% Realty 423-5507
78641 Leander Block House 2504 Claudia 3br/2ba 1,537 $148,900 The Christ & Gabriel Team Sellstate Summit Realty 930-SELL (7355)
78641 Leander Boulders at Crystal Falls 2010 Ocotillo 4br/3ba 2,786 $232,000 Chuma Jerome 1% Realty 423-5507

*All square footage is approximate and per tax or appraisal district records.

104 Spearpoint Cove, Georgetown $1,575,000

1865 Nelson Ranch Loop, Cedar Park $259,900

7913  Siringo Pass, Austin $243,983

500 Drake Lane, Taylor $215,000

111 Park Place, Georgetown $389,500

400 Creston St., Hutto $166,500

2010 Ocotillo, Leander $232,000
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City Subdivision address Bed/Bath Sq. Ft.* Price agent agencyZiP code Phone
leander, PFlugerville and round rock

Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this listing, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. 
Contact the property’s agent/seller for the most current and reliable information. 

78641 Leander Estates at North Creek 701 Encanto 3br/2ba 1,565 $154,990 David Gervais N/A 260-0260
78641 Leander County Glen 706 County Cork 3br/2.5ba 1,384 $156,425 Mary Ann Ramsel Crystal Falls Realty 635-6550
78641 Leander Estates at North Creek 703 Encanto 3br/2ba 1,940 $164,990 David Gervais N/A 260-0260
78641 Leander Estates at North Creek 913 Ranchero 3br/2ba 1,745 $164,990 David Gervais N/A 260-0260
78641 Leander Woods At Crystal Falls 1901 Overland Drive 3br/2.5ba 1,905 $165,900 Don Hemingway Crystal Falls Realty 789-3356
78641 Leander Vista Ridge 317 Bonita Court 4br/2.5ba 2,764 $174,000 Brian Kerman RE/MAX Austin Advantage 921-4490
78641 Leander High Gabriel West 107 N. Hill Circle 3br/2.5ba 1,886 $199,950 Jona Ten Eyck Highland Lakes Real Estate, Inc. 917-3767
78641 Leander Crystal Falls-Highlands 2609 Running Wyld  4br/3ba 3,087 $357,996  David Weekley Homes N/A 821-8875 
78641 Leander Crystal Falls-Fairways 2007 First View  5br/3.5ba 3,489 $473,990  David Weekley Homes N/A 821-8875 
78641 Leander Grand Mesa At Crystal Falls 3600 Lajitas 4br/3ba 3,314 $525,000 Don Hemingway Crystal Falls Realty 789-3356
78641 Leander Grand Mesa At Crystal Falls 1309 Roaring Fork 4br/4ba 3,771 $575,000 Don Hemingway Crystal Falls Realty 789-3356
78641 Leander Grand Mesa At Crystal Falls 3307 Crystal Falls Parkway 4br/4ba 3,891 $589,950 Lisa Billingsley Crystal Falls Realty 848-6888
78641 Leander Grand Mesa At Crystal Falls 1306 High Lonesome 5br/5ba 4,600 $850,000 Don Hemingway Crystal Falls Realty 789-3356
78660 Pflugerville Copperfield 12004 Thompkins Drive 3br/2ba 1,393 $119,900 Leslie Jackson/Discovery Realty Group Keller Williams 431-8446
78660 Pflugerville Ridge at Steeds Crossing 1611 Darley Arabian 3br/2ba 1,377 $127,999 Karen Wilson/Broker Associate RE/MAX Heart of Texas 244-1411
78660 Pflugerville Windemere 16421 Framingham Circle 3br/2.5ba 1,498 $132,500 Jolene Hall, Agent Turnquist Partners 633-3077
78660 Pflugerville Picadilly Ridge 1527 Lochaline Loop 3br/2Bba 1,638 $150,000 The Christ & Gabriel Team Sellstate Summit Realty 930-SELL (7355)
78660 Pflugerville Springbrook 204 Catumet 4br/2.5ba 3,302 $169,900 Karen Halsema Keller Williams 514-1312
78660 Pflugerville Creekside Addn. 205 E. Oxford Drive 4br/2ba 2,401 $184,800 Ricky Biediger/Discovery Realty Group Keller Williams 801-4347
78660 Pflugerville Falcon Pointe 19317 Sunken Creek Pass 4br/2ba 2,161 $197,500 Anne Haikola Violet Crown Realty 293-5737
78660 Pflugerville Heatherwilde 1609 Purple Iris Cove 4br/2.5ba 2,608 $199,777 Christy Taylor Keller Williams 507-5632
78660 Pflugerville Mountain Creek 101 Ambrose 4br/3.5ba 3,114 $254,900 Agent Keller Williams Realty  656-5757
78660 Pflugerville Meadows of Blackhawk 2512 Linville Ridge Lane 5br/3ba 2,757 $269,900 Leslie Jackson/Discovery Realty Group Keller Williams 431-8446
78660 Pflugerville Falcon Pointe 3004 Misty Heights 5br/3ba 4,570 $349,700 Meritage Homes-Texas Collection N/A 989-3374
78660 Pflugerville Highland Park North 18800 Caisteal Castle Path 3br/2ba 1,892 $199,900  Bruce Berman Coldwell Banker United, REALTORS 750-6611
78660 Round Rock Settlers Meadow 14916 Lantern Drive 4br/2ba 1,851 $165,000 Angie Moore ERA-Colonial 297-5534
78664 Round Rock Kensington Place 1109 Nottingham Hill Road 3br/2ba 1,371 $128,000 Shay Hargus RE/MAX Austin Skyline 775-1995
78664 Round Rock Remington Heights 1402 Thibodeaux Drive 3br/2ba 1,400 $139,900 Nason Hengst RE/MAX - Heart of Texas 775-7900
78664 Round Rock Remington Heights 1441 Thibodeaux 4br/2.5ba 2,204 $164,500 Ryan Carssow Stanberry & Assoc 870-7004
78664 Round Rock Downtown 1301 E. Main St. 4br/2ba 2,181 $165,000 Agent Keller Williams Realty  656-5757
78664 Round Rock Forest Creek 2048 Golden Bear 4br/3.5ba 3,413 $325,000 Angie Moore ERA-Colonial 297-5534
78664 Round Rock Forest Creek 2246 Hamlet 4br/3.5ba 4,368 $429,900 Karen Halsema Keller Williams 514-1312
78665 Round Rock Round Rock Ranch 2107 Valerian Trail 3br/2.5ba 2,263 $168,000 Brian Kerman RE/MAX Austin Advantage 921-4490
78665 Round Rock Chandler Creek 1007 Ranier Cove 4br/2ba 1,851 $169,000 Alex Booth Coldwell Banker United 554-4147
78665 Round Rock Sonoma South 3452 Shiraz Loop 3br/2ba 1,898 $219,900 Mary Ann Ramsel Crystal Falls Realty 635-6550
78665 Round Rock Paloma Lake 2422 Santa Barbara Loop 3br/2ba 2,042 $229,837 Diane Longo Grand Haven Homes 497-3671
78665 Round Rock Lake Forest 1601 Forest Vista Cove 4br/2.5ba 3,304 $325,000 Agent Keller Williams Realty  656-5757
78681 Round Rock Brushy Creek 307 Northfield St. 3br/2ba 1,608 $147,999 Karen Wilson/Broker Associate RE/MAX Heart of Texas 244-1411
78681 Round Rock Mayfield Ranch 3505 Dolomite Trail  3br/2.5ba 2,224 $238,417  David Weekley Homes N/A 733-6977
78681 Round Rock Hidden Glen 1105 Hidden Glen 5br/4ba 4,228 $389,000 Karen Halsema Keller Williams 514-1312
78681 Round Rock Cat Hollow 8126 Campeche Bay 4br/2.5ba 2,420 $406,900 Karen Wilson/Broker Associate RE/MAX Heart of Texas 244-1411
78681 Round Rock Walsh Ranch 3304 Alexandrite 5br/4ba 4,173 $482,500 Chuma Jerome 1% Realty 423-5507
78681 Round Rock Behrens Ranch 2504 Echo Wood Place 4br/2.5ba 3,400 $339,500  Bruce Berman Coldwell Banker United, REALTORS 750-6611
78664 Round Rock Forest Creek 3807 Poppy Hills Cove 3br/2ba 2,131 $229,900 Tracy Jacobs, Realtor Century 21 HS  694-7713

1309 Roaring Fork, Leander $575,000

19317 Sunken Creek Pass, Pflugerville $197,500

307 Northfield St., Round Rock $147,999

14916 Lantern Drive, Round Rock $165,000

8126 Campeche Bay, Round Rock $406,900


