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by Patrick brendel

Landfill contract to be 
renegotiated

CONTINUED ON |10
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From beneath the brim of a well-worn base-
ball cap, John Noren’s eyes track the methodi-
cal progress of his son Christopher’s cotton 
stripper. Six rows at a time, the yellow-and-
green machine combs the 330-acre patch of 
white fluff and Blackland soil, leaving behind a 
trail of bare, brown twigs, sun-scorched leaves 
and stray bolls. To the south — suburbia — 
a rising tide of red brick, dark-roofed Hutto 
homes swells against the boundary of the un-
fenced field.

Noren predicts that the person from whom 
he leases this plot will sell to developers soon. 
Recently, a 100-acre field he used to lease was 
sold in order to build a new high school. Profits 
have been almost nonexistent for area farmers 
over the past few decades, despite the recent 
high price of grains. And a devastating sum-
mer drought has cut crop yields by as much as 
half their normal size.

by beth Wade

by beth Wade

Police departments out of space

The evidence room at the Hutto Police Department is cramped, 
four patrol sergeants have to share two desks and the department’s 
criminal investigation division is working out of cubicles when they 
should have private offices, Police Chief Harold Thomas said.

“We are totally out of space,” he said. “We are looking at some 
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The Williamson County Com-
missioners Court is ready to sit back 
down at the negotiating table with 
Waste Management of Texas after 
District Judge Burt Carnes ruled, in 
June, the contract between the county 
and the landfill operator did not have 
to be bid out.

“It was a blow to the county from 
the standpoint that it was another ef-
fort that we could use to try to nego-
tiate a good contract,” Precinct Four 
Commissioner Ron Morrison said. “If 
it had to go to bid, we could stipulate 
in the bid process what we would like 
to see in the contract, and that would 
give us another opportunity to do that. 
It was a blow, because we have an ’03 
contract that runs in perpetuity.”

Under discussion is a 2003 contract 
with Waste Management, negotiated 
by a previous court, that has no re-
strictions on the origin or the amount 
of waste coming into the landfill. 

The court voted last August to ta-
ble the negotiated contract and then 
sought a judge’s opinion.

After the judge’s ruling, Morrison 
moved to instruct county attorneys 
to begin renegotiations and was sup-
ported by a 4-0 vote — Commissioner 
Cynthia Long was not in attendance — 
after a discussion in executive session.

“We just have to go back to our cur-
rent contractor and see if they will 
come back to the table and negotiate,” 
Morrison said. 

County Judge Dan Gattis asked the 
commissioners and county staff to re-
frain from making public comments 
on specific items up for negotiation, 
“in the spirit of fair negotiations.” A 
Waste Management spokesperson 
also declined to comment during the 
negotiations. 

“We will have to — if they, in fact, 
fail to negotiate a contract — go to 
plan B, and at this point, I don’t know 
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Marjorie Mulanax, 
Hospice Austin executive 
director 
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• Hutto police department needs more room for employees 
• GeorGetown’s police may find new Home in old albertsons

Growing pains

Growing competition from builders for 
the area’s prime cropland and escalating oil 
prices are exacerbating volatilities inherent 
in agribusiness. That has Noren in a som-
ber disposition toward the future.

“This might be the last of the Norens ever 
to farm,” he said, watching his son.

But harvest leaves little time for philo-
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$106.17
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Generally, the price of crops has risen since 2000, but so has 
the cost of oil-derived products like diesel and fertilizer.

Prices on the rise

sophic reflection, and Noren climbs back 
into his boll buggy to transfer a load of cot-
ton from his son to his wife, Christy, who 
uses a module builder to compact the fluff 
into rectangular prisms weighing about 
7,000 pounds apiece.

Local farmers adapt to unstable 
prices, unfavorable weather and 
urban development

Crop prices:
Dollars per acre

Oil prices:
Dollars per barrel

The figures are derived from U.S. Department of Agriculture statistics for Williamson County, the Chicago Board of Trade 
and the International Monetary Fund. The numbers have been adjusted for inflation and are in 2007 U.S. dollars.

existing buildings that maybe we could rent for awhile. We just don’t 
know. We are going to have to wait and see.”

The department’s 2,500 sq. ft. quarters are located in the eastern 
portion of Hutto’s city hall, which opened in 2003.

The city hall facility was only meant to be a temporary solution for 
the growing city staff, he said, but now, five years later, the depart-
ment is in a tight spot.

City staff is working on a facilities 
study and could hold a bond election 
in November 2009 to help build a new 
city hall and other facilities. Thomas 
said that would still leave the depart-

www.impactnews.com
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One of the perks of my job is getting 
to meet with local business owners and 
just talk shop. This might sound like 
about as much fun as going to the dentist 
(sorry Dr. Roberson), but for me, it’s very 
rewarding. I feel like it helps me keep a 
finger on the pulse of what is going on in 
our communities. 

The U.S. Small Business Administration 
estimates that small businesses created 60 
percent to 80 percent of all net new jobs in 
the past decade. Additionally, small busi-
nesses represent 97 percent of all export-
ers of goods and employ more than half 
of the entire private sector workforce in 
the United States. Some other facts: Small 
innovative businesses create 13 times more 
patents per employee than large patenting 

firms, and more than half of the U.S. gross 
domestic product (GDP) is generated by 
small businesses. Whether or not you find 
these figures as interesting as I do, one 
thing is certain: Small businesses are vital 
to our economy and to our communities. 
We are fortunate to have so many success-
ful, thriving firms in our area.

You might have noticed that this Com-
munity Impact Newspaper is a bit heavier 
than previous editions. For the past several 
months, our team has been working on 
the first issue of Connected: A Comprehen-
sive Community Guide. You will find this 
publication inserted in the newspaper.  
Connected is designed to be a “best-of-the-
best” issue; many of the guides, directories 
and information found in the newspaper 
over the past 12 months have been distilled 
into a single, useful magazine. We have 
included some new features as well. I hope 
you find it useful and informative.
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Georgetown
1  Data transfer

Super Computers Sales and Services 
relocated to 4410 Williams Drive, Ste. 
104, on Aug. 1, into the building formerly 
occupied by Hello Wireless/Name Brand 
Computers. Call 869-8125 or visit 
www.superservice.com.

2  Children’s dentist
Star Smiles Pediatric Dentistry opens 
Sept. 22 at 1103 Rivery Blvd., Ste. 140. A 
grand opening and ribbon cutting cer-
emony will take place at 5:15 p.m. Oct. 9. 
Call 864-9595 or visit 
www.starsmilesofgeorgetown.com.

3  Wanted: water
Residents of Whitetail Estates are negoti-
ating with the city of Georgetown to install 
a water system in the 223-lot subdivision, 
located southwest of Georgetown. If the 
parties come to an agreement, a petition 
will be circulated and brought before Wil-
liamson County commissioners to create 
a Water Control Improvement District 
encompassing the subdivision, which is 
outside city limits. Whitetail residents 
would vote on bonds for the water system. 
Visit www.whitetailestates.net.

4  Hear me now
A ribbon cutting will take place at 12:15 
p.m. Sept. 16 for Legacy Hills Hearing 
Center, 1530 Sun City Blvd., Ste. 140. The 
grand opening for the full-service audiol-
ogy center will last through Sept. 18. Call 
868-3109 or visit www.hearlifeagain.com.

No parking
Parking automobiles or trailers in front or 
side yards of homes in town is prohibited 
beginning Sept. 10. City council approved 
the ordinance Aug. 26. Call 930-3652.

5  New spa
Fusion MedSpa is coming to Wolf Ranch, 
1015 W. University Ave., Ste. 515. A rib-
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bon cutting is scheduled for 12:15 p.m. 
Sept. 19. Call 868-0003 or visit 
www.fusionmedspa.com.

6  Out of the ordinary
The Extraordinary Nest, a furniture and 
floral design store, opened Aug. 8 at 3415 
Williams Drive, Ste. 120. Call 818-5590. 

7  Spinal realignment
Chiropractor Brooksie Ash will take over 
Michael Crump’s practice at 1102 S. Austin 
Ave., Ste. 103 in September. The practice’s 
name also changed to Ash Chiropractic. 
Call 868-8900.

8  Motor condos
Austin developer Larry Peel purchased the 
historic San Gabriel Motor Court, 103 N. 
Austin Ave. He plans to build a 163-unit 
residential complex called Two Rivers on 
the 16.13-acre property. The developer 
plans to preserve two out of three of the 
original Motor Court buildings. Call 
327-3333 or visit www.larrypeel.com.

9  Baby Einsteins
A Child’s Place Pre-School, 6200 Wil-
liams Drive, is upgrading its curriculum 
for the 2008-2009 school year. The addi-
tions for 3- and 4-year-olds include pro-
grams for reading readiness, handwriting 
and mathematics. Call 930-5959 or e-mail 
lightd@wellspringgeorgetown.org.

10 Fine dining
Local chef James Ramsey plans to close his 
catering business to open Silver and Stone 
Restaurant in mid-October. The restau-

rant, located in the fourth floor penthouse 
of Tamiro Plaza, 501 S. Austin Ave., will 
serve contemporary American cuisine 
with Southwestern and Asian influences. 
Call 868-0565 or visit 
www.silverstonerestaurant.com.

11 Mobile auto
Round Rock-based John & Corky’s 
Automotive Specialist is expanding to 
Georgetown with a projected opening date 
of Oct. 1. The new location, 6601 S. Lake-
wood Drive, will be the second for the 
full-service automotive repair shop, which 
has been in Round Rock for six years. Call 
472-4977 or visit www.jcautospec.com.

12 Thai cuisine
There’s a new Thai restaurant downtown. 
Dia Thai Cuisine is expected to open in 
early September at 114 E. Seventh St., Ste. 
105. Call 868-0026.

13 Ready for lunch?
Catfish Parlour, 4159 Williams Drive, is 
now serving lunch. The restaurant opens 
at 11 a.m. and closes at 9 p.m. on week-
nights and 10 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays. 
It is closed Mondays. Call 931-2050 or 
visit www.catfishparlour.com.

14 Piece of cupcake
Galaxy Cupcakes opened Aug. 20 at 1501 
Park Lane, Ste. 105. The bakery sells cup-
cakes in a variety of ordinary and not-so-
ordinary flavors, like strawberry cheese-
cake and Jack & Coke. Call 868-0996 or 
visit www.galaxycupcakes.com.

Hutto
National recognition
Hutto was named one of The 250 Best 
Places in the South to Locate Your Com-
pany by Southern Business & Development 
magazine. The city placed 91 in the Major 
Markets category. Visit www.sb-d.com/
Portals/0/pdfs/250_Best.pdf.
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Site secured
Global Wire Systems moved to Hutto in 
August after eight years in Pflugerville. 
The company, which operates throughout 
Central Texas, specializes in residential 
and commercial security systems, digital 
recording devices and alarm installation 
and monitoring. Security guards are also 
available for hire. Call 663-7701.

One man’s treasure
Waste Management decided not to send 
the city of Killeen’s trash to the Williamson 
County landfill. In response to citizens’ 
and commissioners’ concerns, the com-
pany instead will send Killeen’s trash to 
Temple’s landfill. Williamson’s landfill will 
act as a backup site for Killeen’s waste in 
case of emergency. Visit 
www.williamsoncountylandfill.wm.com.

15 Conserving energy
The owners of Advanced Green Build-
ing Products, a distributor of structurally 
insulated panels, opened SIPS Engineer-
ing and Testing, which tests the structural 
soundness of the panels, May 1 at 201 CR 
138. The website for SIPS, www.sipstesting.
com, is expected to be up soon. For more 
information, call 670-9400 or visit 
www.advancedgreenproducts.com. 

Back on the job
On July 31, Tina Slayton, city council-
woman place one, submitted a letter of 
resignation to the city after Williamson 
County Elections Department records 
showed she was not registered to vote 
when she filed to run for city council in 
2007. At its Aug. 21 council meeting, the 
council voted 4-2 to reappoint Slayton 
after interviewing qualified individuals in 
executive session. For more information, 
call 759-4033.

16 For your convenience 
Wag-a-Bag began construction on a 
new building at 408 W. Hwy. 79 in July. 
In an agreement with the city, the con-
venience store chain will also build a 
second structure on the site. The use of the 
second building has not been determined. 
Construction on the store is expected to 
be completed in November. Once finished, 
the current Wag-a-Bag, 308 W. Hwy. 79, 
will be torn down. Call 255-1029 or visit 
www.wagabag.com.

Web weaving
Web design teacher Simon San Miguel 
started a full-service web design company 
in his home in July. Hippo Creek Custom 
Web Design specializes in websites for 
small businesses. Call 213-4974 after 5:30 
p.m. or visit www.hippocreek.net. 

Hip Hutto
Now you can do your part to “Keep Hutto 
Hip.” Business owners Tina and Walter 
Stillens offer T-shirts in seven different 
sizes as well as embroidered baseball hats 
with the unique hippo logo. Shirts are 
$16.95 and hats are $20. Visit
www.keephuttohip.com.

Taylor
Red Raiders arrive
Officials from the East Williamson 
County Higher Education Center and 
its partner institutions announced the 
addition of Texas Tech University as its 
newest educational partner Aug. 19. TTU 
will be EWCHEC’s first university partner. 
Temple College also welcomed Dr. Glenda 
Barron as its new president in August. Call 
365-2787 or visit www.ewchec.com. 

17 Habitat homes
Habitat for Humanity of Williamson 
County is constructing the first Habitat 
homes in Taylor. The city has donated 
five lots, all located off Doak Street, to the 
organization, which has approved building 
homes for two families so far. The average 
construction time for a Habitat home in 
the county is four months. Call 863-4344 
or visit www.williamsonhabitat.org.

Speed limit changes
The city council lowered the Main Street 
speed limit throughout most of the city. 
New speed limit signs are expected to be 
installed soon. Call 352-5551 or visit 
www.ci.taylor.tx.us.

18 Land swap
Taylor Economic Development Corpora-
tion and the city of Taylor have agreed 
to exchange parcels of land that will allow 
for the expansion of the Taylor Municipal 
Airport runway. The EDC received 87.8 
acres off RM 112 in southeast Taylor, which 
was worth $450,000. The city received 22 
acres near the airport, 16 acres near RM 
112 and $15,000 to balance out the value of 
the properties.

19 Extra space
Floyd’s Glass added 12,500 sq. ft. of 
warehouse space to its location, 1800 W. 
Second St., in order to accommodate extra 
workers the company has been hiring. 
Construction finished about a month ago. 
The full-service glass company and auto 
body repair shop now occupies about 
63,000 sq. ft. of office and warehouse space 
and employs about 170 people. Call 365-
2016 or visit www.floydco.com. 

Culvert upgrade
Traffic on West Lake Drive will be diverted 
while Cash Construction of Pflugerville 
upgrades culverts between Sloan Street 
and Debus Drive. The project is expected 
to be finished by Nov. 1. 

Williamson County
20 Helping out victims
The Sheriff ’s Office is seeking volunteers 
to assist and support victims during the 
first hours after traumatic events. Volun-
teers will receive 20 hours of training and 
must be at least 21 years old, pass a back-
ground check, have a valid Texas driver’s 
license and commit to one year of service. 
The deadline to register is 5 p.m. Sept. 18. 
Training is scheduled for Sept. 19 to 21. 
Call 943-1374 or visit www.wilco.org.

Getting hitched?
A new law took effect Sept. 1 that en-
courages couples to attend free marriage 
education classes before being wed. The 
state marriage license fee increased to $60. 
Couples who complete the eight-hour 
course will have the state license fee and 
normal 72-hour waiting period waived. 
Williamson County fees are $7. Call 211, 
943-1527 or visit www.wilco.org.
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“Get what you want”
Sponsored by the Williamson County Human 

Resource Management Association, speaker Linda Swindling
Round Rock Higher Education Center, 1555 University Blvd. 
8 a.m.-noon • $75 for members, $95 for non-members  
www.123signup.com/register?id=tphdf

“How to be a real success”
Featuring motivational speaker John Maxwell
Celebration Church, 1202 CR 116, Georgetown
8 a.m.-12:30 p.m. • $75 • www.celebrationchurchtx.com

Hospice Austin Volunteer Training
Volunteers must attend a training session 

4107 Spicewood Springs Road, Ste. 100, Austin • 6-9 p.m. 
Tuesday and Thursday, 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Saturday • 342-4700 
www.hospiceaustin.org

Exotic Game Ranch Tour
Tour Texas Disposal System’s Exotic Game Ranch 

with the Hutto Chamber of Commerce • Meet at the 
chamber office,122 East St. • 9 a.m.-2 p.m. • Free • 759-4400

Fire Safe Downtown Initiative Workshop
Help kick off Fire Prevention Month • Williamson 

County Courthouse, Commissioners Courtroom, 710 S. Main 
St., Georgetown • 8:30 a.m.-noon • 930-2027 
www.mainstreetgeorgetown.com

Wine and Cheese Reception 
Economic Update and Bond Issues Discussion

featuring Braxton Financial and Cooper Graci & Company
Legacy Hills Clubhouse Oaks Room, 301 Del Webb Blvd., 
Georgetown • 6-7 p.m. • $1 • 346-1880

National Night Out
The city of Georgetown and Williamson County host 

this event to meet neighbors, while local law enforcement 
teaches about community safety. • Free 
www.nationaltownwatch.org/nno

Hill Country Book Festival
Lectures and presentations from Central Texas 

authors and a live performance by The Biscuit Brothers
Georgetown Public Library, 402 W. Eighth St.
9 a.m.-4 p.m. • Free • www.hillcountrybookfestival.org

See the Fall and Winter Entertainment Guide on page 
18 for a listing of more events happening this month.

Hutto EMS station ribbon cutting, Aug. 15

Senior Services Vendors Fair at Catfish Parlour 
in Georgetown, Aug. 22

Taylor ISD 3rd Annual Family Festival, Aug. 23
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Yours For Keeps • georgetown
business    profile

Little League trophies, tokens for 
loved ones, urns for cremated re-

mains. Yours For Keeps will personalize 
just about anything that can be carried 
through the door of the Georgetown store. 
Nowadays, choices of individualized gifts 
and awards are constricted only by the giv-
ers’ creativity and cash flow.

 “People have this preconceived notion 
of what a trophy is. They should come in 
and see all the things we can do. It’s not 
just trophies and plaques. It’s a whole lot 
more than that,” owner Caroline Willing-
ham said.

Willingham entered the trade in 1982, 
when she and a friend opened a shop 
called B&C Trophies on Anderson Mill 
Road in north Austin. Initially an engrav-
ing neophyte, Willingham learned the 
craft by hand, using a metal device called 
a pantograph to copy each character 
individually.

But soon computers and automatic 
engraving machines changed the business 
by improving speed and accuracy while 
lessening the tedium of the task. Once a 
logo or design is scanned into the com-
puter, copying it onto one or several media 
is as simple as pressing a few buttons.

 “Computer engravers were pretty new 
at that time and very expensive,” she said. 
“[Nevertheless, it] was only a couple of 
years later that we got the laser engraver 
and a computer engraver.”

In 1986, Willingham married Robert, 
who joined his wife’s shop in 1993 after 
retiring from IBM. In 1997, she fell in 
love with a historic home in Georgetown. 
The couple moved and began commuting 
to Austin.

Seeing that they could fill a niche in 
Georgetown, the Willinghams opened 
Yours For Keeps on Rock Street in 2000. A 
couple of years later, they sold B&C Tro-
phies to Robert’s grown son. The Austin 
store is still in operation.

The Willinghams intentionally chose not 
to include the words “gift” or “trophy” in 
the name of the store because they wanted 
to emphasize the variety of services they 
offer. Yours For Keeps is not simply an 
engraver, an awards store or a gift shop. It 
is all of those and more.

“At first we really didn’t want to do tro-

phies. We wanted to just be an engraving 
shop for gifts and stuff like that,” Caroline 
said. “But we realized in a small town you 
really have to do everything.”

Yours For Keeps is the only retailer in 
Georgetown with a laser engraver — they 
have two — which they use to personalize 
items made of plastic, wood or leather. 
For example, all Williamson County Jail 
employees have their plastic name badges 
made inside the laser engravers at Yours 
For Keeps.

The shop also has a diamond drag en-
graver that scratches lettering or designs 
into metal, while a sandblaster is used to 
carve glass. For other requests, such as 
printing a company’s logo on ribbons for 
an awards ceremony, Yours for Keeps co-
ordinates with its suppliers to get the job 
done. The quality and professional look of 
engraving belies its price, the owners said.

“Engraving is the least expensive way to 
personalize things,” Caroline said.

The prices for individualized trophies 
range from about $4 for a small item to 
$80 for a high-end award.

yours For keeps
1915 N. Austin Ave., Georgetown

868-5881

by Patrick brendel

WhaT To gIve?

Owners Caroline and Robert Willingham

Three websites for gift ideas:
www.tropar.com 
The Airflyte Master Catalog specializes in 
listings for products meant to recognize 
corporate achievements.

www.jdsindustries.com
JDS Industries supplies a variety of items, 
including trophies, cups, gifts, medals, ribbons, 
plaques, acrylics and glass awards.

www.pdu.com
Plastic Dress-Up Company offers awards for 
sports accomplishments, corporate recognition 
and military honors.

The items in the above catalogs can be ordered 
and personalized through Yours For Keeps.
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InFInItY MovIng • Hutto
business    profile

After five years of working for sev-
eral Austin moving companies, Ben 

Ragland was tired of doing all the heavy 
lifting only to turn over half of his daily 
earnings to his bosses. So he and high 
school sweetheart Rachel put their heads 
together, bought a 24-foot cargo trailer 
on credit and thought up a name for their 
new company: Infinity Moving.

“We’re not a great big moving company,” 
Ragland said. “We’re more of a personal-
type moving company. We’re owner-oper-
ated, and we try to be more personal than 
a lot of the bigger companies.”

Now, four years later, the Infinity Mov-

Infinity Moving
Hutto • 628-0200

www.infinitymovingtx.com

MovIng aDvICe

Owner Ben Ragland

by Patrick brendel

ing trailer traverses the state, transferring 
Central Texans’ belongings.

Ben and Rachel, both 25, just celebrated 
their one-year wedding anniversary. He 
drives the truck and performs the physical 
labor. She takes care of the paperwork and 
holds down a job on the side.

Operating out of their home in Hutto, 
the couple provide supplies and packing 
services in addition to actually moving 
things from one place to another. Infinity 
Moving is available for commercial jobs 
for large office buildings or smaller tasks 
like moving an armoire or single bed.

“I’ve been doing customer service since I 

was 17,” Rachel said. “I’ve got the customer 
service skills, and Ben’s got the moving 
skills, so between the two of us…”

 “…we can handle the same kind of stuff 
the big companies handle. We just do it 
on a smaller scale,” Ben said, finishing her 
thought.

The advantage of being a small compa-
ny, they said, is the personal attention the 
owners can devote to each customer. They 
try to answer the phone from 7:30 a.m. 
to 9 or 10 p.m., seven days a week. Ben is 
physically present at every single job, so 
customers with questions or concerns can 
take it straight to the owner, right there. 
Most importantly, he keeps every appoint-
ment he makes, he said.

“We don’t overbook jobs or stuff like 
that,” he said. “We won’t not show up.”

The young couple is savvy with comput-
ers. They do their accounting electroni-
cally and maintain a company website at 
www.infinitymovingtx.com. They spend 
very little on traditional advertising.

Most of their business comes from re-
peat customers, referrals and people find-
ing them on the web. They attract traffic 
by manipulating the website to optimize 
its place in results for searches like “Austin 
moving company” or “Hutto movers.”

“The thing I like about the internet and 
the website is that I don’t have to pay for 
monthly advertising,” Ben said. “I try to get 
higher on the Google organic rankings and 
the Yahoo rankings and use the internet for 
free, like it’s supposed to be.”

Potential customers can fill out a quote 
form online and submit it to get an 
estimate of how much the move will cost. 

Ben Ragland, owner of Infinity Moving, lists the 
following recommendations on his website for 
people preparing to move:

• Make sure the movers have a contact number.
• Keep children and pets out of the way.
• Keep drinking water available for movers.
• Tell the movers about special or fragile items.
• Empty papers and breakables from furniture.
• You can keep clothes in dressers, chests of 
  drawers and night stands.
• Clear off furniture.
• Arrange boxes in one area, if possible.
• Disassemble as many items as possible. For 
  example, beds, dresser mirrors, washers/dryers 
  and electronics.
• Stay nearby in case the movers have any 
  questions.
• Keep a doormat or rug at the entrance so 
  movers can wipe their feet as they enter.
• Do not be afraid to ask the movers questions as  
  they work.

Quotes are also available over the phone.
The Raglands said customers should try 

to book appointments a week in advance, 
or two or three weeks ahead of time if they 
want to move on the weekend.
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When Sherman Burrows took over 
the family business from his father, 

James, in 1994, Burrows Cabinets had three 
employees and sold less than $300,000 of 
products each year. In the beginning, he 
did everything from sales to installation to 
the designing and building of the cabinets.

“I did it all. I had to develop a lot of man-
agement skills as the company grew past 
the $5 million, $10 million, $15 million 
mark,” Burrows said.

Now, Burrows Cabinets is one of the 
largest businesses in Taylor, employing 
about 170 and taking in more than $22 
million in annual revenue. Burrows has 
been able to delegate responsibility to a 
CEO and take a step back from the com-
pany’s daily operations, all before reaching 
the age of 40.

Despite his triumphs, Burrows says he is 
not a better businessman than his father. 
He attributed the exponential expansion 
of Burrows Cabinets to a booming Cen-
tral Texas economy combined with the 
company’s reputation for craftsmanship, 
service and reliability, things engendered 
by his father from the business’s conception 
in 1971.

“We’ve got good business practices and 
good business principles,” Burrows said.

The company has occupied a 140,000 sq. 
ft. warehouse on Second Street in Taylor 
since 2006. Before that, Burrows Cabinets 
had been located in Hutto, Georgetown 
and Round Rock.

A wholesale manufacturer of cabinets, 
Burrows Cabinets sells directly to the pub-
lic. The size of orders varies from custom 
home entertainment centers to all the 
cabinetry required for a high-rise Houston 
condo. Burrows said orders can range from 
hundreds of dollars to hundreds of thou-
sands, though the company typically does 
not do jobs for less than $1,500.

The company operates in Houston, Dal-
las, San Antonio and Austin. Many homes 
in the Greater Austin area contain wood-
work made by Burrows Cabinets, he said.

For a business of its size, Burrows Cabi-
nets does little advertising, he said. The 
vast majority of customers learn about the 
company by word-of-mouth.

Since the company sells individual pieces 

Burrows Cabinets
1353 W. Second St., Taylor

352-8600
www.burrowscabinets.com

Burrows CaBInets • taYlor
business    profile by Patrick brendel

Owner Sherman Burrows
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and fills bulk orders, it competes against 
two-man shops, large out-of-state opera-
tions and everyone in between. With rivals 
in every direction, the company’s success 
hinges upon its reputation, Burrows said.

“We’ve been around for a long time. 
If we take an order, we will complete the 
order,” he said.

Growing up, Burrows worked with his 
father. He left for college and “ended up” in 
Central America, he said, where he started 
his own building products company.

“I was basically running a business when 
I was 21,” he said.

Burrows said the most difficult thing 
about managing a company is putting the 
right people in the right places.

“There’s a lot of good people. But being 
able to put them where they belong and 
capitalize on their skills and talents has 
been the biggest challenge for me,” he said.

TypeS of WooDS 
uSeD In CabIneTry:

• red Oak - Handles nails and screws well •  
  Good for staining in a range of tones • Hard,
  heavy and durable

• Alder - Handles nails, screws and glues well • 
   Can be sanded, painted or stained • Dries 
   easily • Medium density

• Walnut - Handles nails, screws and glues well • 
   Great for painting and staining • Tough, with 
   medium density

• hickory - The heaviest American hardwood • 
   Holds nails and screws well • Can be sanded • 
   Extremely tough, hard and only moderately 
   heavy

Source: American Hardwood Information Center, 
www.hardwoodinfo.com

n
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CONTINUED FROM |1

Agriculture

www.impactnews.com
• discuss tHis story and find links to related 
websites at more.impactnews.com/1802

Prime land
Farms and ranches sprawl across more 

than 500,000 acres of Williamson County, 
according to the 2002 U.S. Census of Ag-
riculture, a record produced every five 
years. That was more than two-thirds of the 
county’s 730,000 acres. Crops are planted 
on about 170,000 acres total each year. The 
2007 agriculture census will be released in 
February.

Running roughly along IH 35 in the 
county, the Balcones Escarpment marks 
the boundary between rocky Hill Country 
to the west and flat, fertile soil to the east. 
The far southeastern portion of the county 
contains rockier, sandier ground.

At first, farmers were largely unaffected 
by development in the western part of the 
county and around Georgetown. But the 
building of roads like Toll 130 began en-
ticing developers to the eastern part of the 
county, where the most fertile farmland is. 
Suddenly, there was a lucrative market in 
which to sell property traditionally leased 
out to family friends and longtime business 
associates for around $40 or $50 per acre, 
per year.

“Any farmer that plans to continue farm-
ing for a long time, and maybe has a gen-
eration coming up behind them who wants 
to farm, and is in a high-growth area, there’s 
always going to be the concern of the avail-
ability of good farmland,” said Seth Terry, 
county agriculture program coordinator 
with the Texas Farm Bureau.

But county extension agent Bob Whitney 
said the crowding out of farmers by new 
developments may be more of a perception 
problem than reality.

“A development of 500 acres out of 
7[00,000]-800,000 acres is not a whole lot,” 
he said.
rolling the dice each year

Last year, 2007, was a boon for Wil-
liamson County farmers, with tremendous 
yields and record high prices for corn, the 
area’s leading crop. Driven mainly by an 
increased demand for the grain to brew 
ethanol, the price of corn has risen even 
higher in 2008. However, the cost of oil has 
skyrocketed as well, causing farmers to pay 
more for oil-derived products like diesel 
fuel and fertilizer in order to run their ma-
chinery and nurture their plants.

The price of fertilizer has tripled in the 
past three years, estimated Wayne Decker, 
who farms between Hutto and Taylor. 

Typically, farmers invest far in advance — 
much of the time using credit — for mate-
rials needed to produce the year’s harvest. 
With high prices in place for both crops 
and oil, there exists a potential for greater 
profit if the harvest is good. There also ex-
ists a greater risk of losing everything if the 
harvest is poor, 
Decker said.

“The possibility 
is there next year 
to have the best 
year you ever had. 
The possibility is 
there to lose more 
money than you’ve 
ever lost, too,” said 
Mark Welch, assis-
tant professor and 
extension economist in grain marketing for 
Texas AgriLife Extension Service, which is 
part of the Texas A&M System.

For example: Farmer A, with low market 
prices for corn and oil, invests $100 to plant 
a field, expecting to sell the corn for $150, 
making a profit of $50.

On the other hand, Farmer B, with high 
market prices for corn and oil, has to invest 
$200 to plant a field, expecting to sell the 
corn for $300, making a profit of $100.

Farmer B stands to make more money 
($100) than Farmer A ($50), especially if the 
crop is extraordinary. But if a blight wipes 
out both farmers’ fields, then Farmer A loses 
only $100, while Farmer B loses $200.

“If everything clicks, and everything goes 
well, that’s fine. But if it doesn’t, you’re in 
trouble,” Decker said.

Bigger problems would emerge if the cost 
of oil outpaces the price of crops. 

“Input costs catching up with the price 
of commodities is the problem,” Welch 
said. “You may see that the profit margin in 
farming is going to get tighter and tighter.”

That could result in a big squeeze for 
farmers, who expect about a 3 percent re-
turn on their investment in a normal year, 
county extension agent Whitney said.

“That’s not a great deal of money to be 
socking away in the bank,” he said.

Also, as farmers are borrowing more 
and the risk of farming increases, other 
businesses are becoming more reluctant 
to offer farmers alternatives, like entering 
into agreements early in the season to buy 

future harvests at locked-in, prearranged 
prices, Welch said.

“[The high price of commodities] just 
compounds the risk associated with farm-
ing generally. It can get too wet. It can get 
too dry. Now add in record high input costs 
and limited marketing alternatives, and it 
just creates an extremely stressful situation,” 
he said. “Even though there are record high 
prices, it’s not a lot of fun for farmers.”
Still a bright future?

Whitney, though, is comparatively op-
timistic about the future of agriculture in 

the county. If grain 
prices stay high 
and the cost of oil 
stabilizes, profit in-
centives could at-
tract young people 
back into agribusi-
ness, he said.

“There’s always 
an opportunity for 
a good farmer to 
make a living in 

farming,” he said.
County agribusiness produced more than 

$45 million in sales in 2002. That includes 
about $30 million in farm sales and $15 
million in livestock, but does not account 
for businesses dependent on area farmers 
and ranchers, such as insurance and real 
estate agencies.

“For the county, agriculture’s still an im-

portant component of commerce, despite 
the transformation of the area. Certainly 
on the eastern side of Williamson Coun-
ty, agriculture is rich,” Taylor Chamber of 
Commerce President Jim Aanstoos said.

Decker, whose four grown children are 
not farmers, hopes that agriculture sur-
vives. Economically, agriculture creates 
wealth for everyone, in addition to making 
products available for purchase, he said.

He also stressed “the importance of agri-
culture to our country so that we can keep 
feeding and clothing ourselves, so we don’t 
have to rely on some other source, some 
other country.”

Closer to home, agriculture is also im-
portant to the county’s development be-
cause many people move out to the suburbs 
precisely to be around tractors, fields and 
farmers, Whitney said.

“What the urbanites are coming to the 
area for is exactly why the farmers are here: 
for the country life,” he said.

The bottom line, he said, is that the ad-
vantages of being a farmer are in some ways 
ineffable, or at least are not measured solely 
in terms of dollars and cents.

“They’re in it because it’s a good business 
for them and their families, and they see 
some intrinsic benefit to being a farmer,” 
Whitney said.

“For the county, agriculture’s still an 
important component of commerce, 
despite the transformation of the 
area. Certainly on the eastern side of 
Williamson County, agriculture is rich.”

— Jim Aanstoos
President

Taylor Chamber of Commerce

Williamson County soil types
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Florence

Liberty Hill
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Cedar Park
Round
Rock

Granger

Georgetown

Shallow, chalky, clayey, 
loamy, rocky soils

Shallow to deep, 
clayey Blackland soils

Shallow to moderately deep, 
clayey, loamy, rocky soils

Deep, loamy, sandy soils
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Source: Soil Survey of Williamson County, Texas, 
from the U.S. Department of Agriculture
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Source: Mark Welch, assistant professor and extension economist in grain marketing for Texas AgriLife Extension Service
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ment with little space for two to three years.
“We really like the way Pflugerville’s department is de-

signed. They built a building in 2003 for the future,” he 
said. “They had growth like this a few years back, and they 
are still growing. They built for a city of 100,000, and that 
is what we need to anticipate building for us to continue to 
grow. It is cheaper to build now than it is in the future. We 
are hoping to build a building that will accommodate us 
for the next 20 years.”

Thomas is looking to hire an additional four officers and 
add a crime technician position to the department that 
would bring his total staff to 31 employees. Currently the 
department calls in a different agency, such as the Round 
Rock police, to help with crime scene evidence gathering. 

“Law enforcement works really well together in this 
region, watching out for one another,” Thomas said. “We 
share resources very well.”

The new position, however, will put more strain on the 
department’s space. 

“To make room for the crime tech, if the council ap-
proves it in the next budget year, we will lease a portable 
building to sit out back,” Thomas said. “[We will have] to 
move all of our evidence storage out there to make room in 
our file room for a small lab to be able to do finger print-
ing and stuff like that. We would store most of our files and 
evidence out there in a very secure steel building.”

Thomas said the department is interested in existing office 
space to lease short term for three to five years, while the city 
determines how it will expand its facilities. 

Thomas said the department has to find another solution 
for its need for space. Whatever the solution may be, the de-
partment must do something, he said. 
Georgetown police

With the opening of a new training and communications 
center last October and space in a substation in Sun City, 
the Georgetown Police Department’s need for space has 
been eased somewhat, Police Chief David Morgan said.

CONTINUED FROM |1

Police departments

The police department has been operating out of its cur-
rent facility at Martin Luther King Jr. and Eighth Street 
since 1985. The facility was once a water treatment plant.

“We just did a needs assessment where we had a group 
come in and give us our 20-year projection in terms of our 
growth for that period,” Morgan said. “They recommended 
about 55,000 sq. ft. That is a projection; growth could be 
faster or it could be slower.”

Once city staff knew the department would need a new 
facility, the next step was to determine if the city should 
purchase an existing space or look at new construction.

It was at that time that the city began seriously to consider 
purchasing the former Albertsons building located at Wil-
liams Drive and IH 35, which is approximately 57,394 sq. ft., 
Morgan said.

The city expects to close on that facility in mid-September, 
Georgetown City Manager Paul Brandenburg said. Once 
renovations are completed, municipal court will move in 
until the police department needs the space, at which time 
the city will have to readdress its facilities needs. 

“We are working out of three buildings, but at some 
point in the future, we want to put everything under one 
roof,” Morgan said. “We are very cramped right now.  We 
opened up the new training facility and communications 
center, and that gave us about 6,500 sq. ft., which gave us 
enough to make it for the next couple of years.”

Morgan said renovations could take 18 to 24 months.
The department currently has 78 sworn staff, 26 support 

staff members and eight animal control employees. Morgan 

said the department is recruiting to fill 12 vacant positions.
Taylor holding steady

Taylor’s police department moved into its current 7,500 
sq. ft. location in 1999.

The building, which was renovated into a police station, 
was an upgrade from the department’s former headquar-
ters, Police Chief Jeff Straub said.

“[Before] the police department operated out of the old 
city hall,” he said. “It had all kinds of leaks and other prob-
lems. We had to move, so this was an emergency stopgap 
measure, but it was approved by the voters. I think when 
they did this, they realized that this would not be a perma-
nent home.”

The department has 23 sworn officers and four cadets 
in training who are expected to graduate Oct. 2. With the 
addition of the cadets, the department will be fully staffed. 
Including support staff, the department has 40 employees.

The station houses a two-cell jail that allows police of-
ficers to fingerprint and book suspects before transporting 
them to the Williamson County Jail in Georgetown. The 
holding cells are secured with bars, which are outdated, 
Straub said. It is more of the norm for those types of facili-
ties to be fully enclosed, he said. 

Although there are things in the facility he would change, 
Straub said he does not have any plans to expand or reno-
vate the facility. 

“We have looked at options,” he said. “We have to look 
to the future, and looking to the future, we have to explore 
our options for expansion.”

After renovations, the former Albertsons at Williams Drive and 
IH 35 will be home to the police department and municipal court.

Hutto Police Chief Harold Thomas said he would like to build a 
police station similar to the facility in Pflugerville.

Police departments Sheriff’s office Constables’ offices

Each city has its own police department that is in 
charge of law enforcement within the city limits. A 
chief, who is hired by the city manager, heads the 
department, which he staffs with sworn officers. 
The police department can arrest individuals, 
investigate crimes, patrol the city and enforce 
traffic laws. The police can enforce traffic laws 
outside of city limits.

The Williamson County Sheriff’s Office is charged 
with serving the residents of the county with public 
safety services throughout the county. The sheriff, 
an elected official, has a staff of deputies who 
patrol the county, investigate crimes, maintain the 
jail and provide support services such as criminal 
records, crime victim assistance, traffic control and 
animal control. The office also participates in crime 
prevention programs, drug education and senior 
citizen safety.

One constable is elected to serve in each of 
the four precincts in Williamson County. The 
constable is an elected official as well as a 
licensed Texas Peace Officer charged with 
executing court orders from state and county 
courts, including criminal arrest warrants, 
protective orders, property seizures, evictions and 
mental health commitments. Each constable has 
a staff of deputies.

Who to call

In the county there are numerous law 
enforcement agencies charged with protecting 
and serving residents, including the Texas 
Department of Public Safety, Texas Parks 
and Wildlife, police departments, sheriff’s 
and constables’ offices. These agencies are 
staffed with licensed Texas Peace Officers, 
who, regardless of their office, have equal 
enforcement powers in the State of Texas. Their 
primary responsibilities, however, are dictated 
by their department.

For nonemergency calls:
• Georgetown - 930-3510
• Hutto - 846-2200
• Taylor - 352-5551
• Williamson County - 943-1300
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by beth Wade

el poBlanIto MexICan restaurant  •  Hutto
neighborhood    dining by kara Vaught

El Poblanito, open in Hutto since 2002, 
is tucked into a neighborhood two 

blocks north of Hwy. 79, but features the 
food and décor of a Mexican café. Spanish 
tiles cover the floor, and iron decorations 
hang on multicolored walls. A wooden arbor 
centered in the main dining room serves as 
the staging area for Sunday buffets. 

The building bears no resemblance to 
the fire station the Cazares family pur-
chased in 2001. 

“They used to run fire trucks right 
through there,” said owner Miguel Caza-
res, pointing to archways overlooking the 
patio from the dining room.

Renovations continued with the re-
moval of one wall in the bar area to create a 
continuous space between it and the main 
dining room. The bar is stocked with beer, 
liquor and two televisions. Two more TVs 
are in the adjoining dining room, making 
El Poblanito a potential gathering place for 
watch parties. If your party is on the large 
side, the restaurant also features a ban-
quet facility that can seat 300 people. The 
covered patio, cooled by ceiling fans, offers 
another seating option and party space.

The meal began with complimentary 
chips and salsa, which is homemade daily 
and had more heat than I’ve found in 
other restaurants’ standard offering. 

The Botana Platter appetizer, which 
comes with two bean and cheese nachos, 
two panchos (bean, cheese and meat na-
chos), stuffed jalapeños, a small quesadilla, 
guacamole, sour cream and pico de gallo 
($7.25), would have been enough food 
for the two of us alone. My husband and 
I especially liked the flavor of the ground 
beef on the panchos.

The cheese enchiladas ($7.50) are served 
with rice and refried beans and topped with 
chile con carne. Though the plate contained 
a near mountain of cheese, the enchiladas 
were not greasy. My husband, who has 
eaten more than his share of cheese enchila-
das, gave them four out of five stars.

I had the Carne Tampiquena ($10.50), 
a charbroiled 8-ounce rib eye steak with 
an enchilada, guacamole salad, rice and 

El Poblanito Mexican restaurant
 301 West St., hutto

759-2107
www.elpobmex.com  

Mon.-Thu. 10:30 a.m.-9 p.m. 
Fri. 10:30 a.m.-10 p.m.

Sat. 8 a.m.-10 p.m.
Sun. 8 a.m.-3 p.m.

WhaT IS a pobLanITo?

charro beans. It had an excellent flavor and 
lacked any signs of overcooking. The rice 
had two additions I’d not seen before — 
peas and chopped carrots. Cazares said his 
parents, Maria and Gaudencio, devised the 
additions as a way to sneak their children 
more vegetables.

For dessert, we ordered Xangos ($3.95 
for two), fried pastry tortillas filled with 
cheesecake and dusted with cinnamon and 
sugar. The cold cheesecake was delicious 
within the warm, flaky crust. I’m glad 
I was already stuffed, because ordering 
another plate of Xangos was tempting.

Cazares said he’s recently revamped 
the menu, pulling favorites from the old 
one and adding new dishes from interior 
Mexico. The new menu is expected to 
debut in late September or early October.

Prices were not yet available on new 
menu items.

Diablo Shrimp consists of jumbo shrimp 
wrapped in bacon, Monterrey and cheddar 
cheeses dipped in hot oil just long enough 
to cook. Tacos Campesinos are served 
open-face style on corn tortillas and come 
with beef or chicken, Monterrey cheese, 
cilantro, chipotle sauce and rice and beans 
on the side.

El Poblanito (po-blah-nee-toe) takes its name 
from the poblano pepper often used in Mexican 
dishes. A poblano is a cross between jalapeño 
and bell peppers. It is a key ingredient in El 
Poblanito’s chile relleno.
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Williamson County recycling initiatives

CONTINUED FROM |1

Landfill negotiations

www.impactnews.com

• discuss tHis story and find links to related stories and 
websites at more.impactnews.com/1800

what plan B is,” Morrison said. “There is a plan B and C out 
there, but I don’t know what we will do.”

However, Morrison did say the county has drawn up a 
new contract to address issues the county feels are impor-
tant, including emphasis on recycling programs. Other is-
sues brought to the court by a citizens group have been 
considered, Morrison said, but he could not discuss the 
details of this new contract or if Waste Management would 
be receptive to it.

An emphasis on recycling and the lack of restrictions are 
issues the Hutto Citizens Group has brought up before. The 
group, which published several letters about the contract 
to the court on its website, is a group of Hutto residents 
involved in community issues.

“The current contract does not say that [Waste Man-
agement] cannot bring in trash from outside Williamson 
County, but neither does it say they can,” said Jeff Maurice, 
chair of the Hutto Citizens Group’s landfill committee. “It is 
silent on the issue. There is a provision in the contract that 
Williamson County has ultimate control over the landfill. 

If you take the proposition that the contract is silent on the 
origin of waste and complement that with the fact that the 
county has ultimate control, the county should be able to 
say whether or not the trash can be brought in.”

While Morrison did address one of the group’s recom-
mendations, Maurice said the group was not satisfied with 
a press release that said, “Morrison’s top priority for the 
landfill is to extend the life of the landfill through recycling 
initiatives as new technology develops.”

“Our group believes it is totally inappropriate that an 
elected official is unwilling to talk about something that 
is so important to our community,” Maurice said. “We be-
lieve we deserve better from our elected officials.”

The commissioners voted in July to table the landfill’s 
expansion permit. Morrison said the Commissioners 
Court is using the permit as a bargaining chip with Waste 
Management. 

“The permit is the only [leverage] we have in order to 
enter into a negotiation,” he said.

kEy MOMENTS IN ThE LANDFILL’S LIFE
Landfill opens
Waste Management becomes landfill operator
A growing population prompts the county to purchase 
    about 485 acres around the existing landfill in
    anticipation of a future expansion
The county passes a resolution supporting an expansion of 
    the landfill
The county instructs Waste Management to prepare a land 
    use application for the expansion, the first step in the 
    permit process with TCEQ
TCEQ holds a meeting to hear public comments on the     
    expansion application
Also on behalf of the county, WM files the technical parts of 
    the application with TCEQ
TCEQ holds another public meeting on the expansion 
    application
After review, TCEQ deems the landfill expansion application 
    both “administratively and technically complete”; the 
    county begins renegotiating certain issues with WM, and 
    TCEQ holds another public meeting to accept comments
The application is referred to the State Office of 
    Administrative Hearings in a process known as
     “direct referral”
SOAH hearings on expansion permit begin
All four commissioners vote in favor of tabling the contract 
SOAH hearings on expansion permit conclude
Williamson County takes Waste Management to court to 
    determine the validity of the contract 
District Judge Burt Carnes rules the contract is valid and 
    enforceable 
Waste Management announces negotiations to bring 
    100,000 tons of trash from the city of Killeen to the landfill 
Hutto City Council passes a resolution stating support for 
    the court’s opposition to Waste Management’s 
    negotiations with Killeen 
Hutto Citizens Group hosts a public forum to discuss the 
    landfill 
Commissioners vote to table the landfill’s expansion permit 
Commissioners direct county attorneys to begin 
    renegotiations with Waste Management
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Waste Management has proposed two new 
recycling programs for the landfill, including 
asphalt shingles recycling and construction and 
demolition debris recycling. 

Both projects are designed to keep significant 
amounts of waste out of the landfill and provide 
more recycling services to Williamson County, said 
Steve Jacobs, Waste Management Central Texas 
landfill manager.

The asphalt shingles recycling is a pilot program 
that would take the old material and make a 

product that could be used as shingles or spray-on 
parking material.

The construction and demolition debris recycling 
would separate metal, wood, concrete, brick and 
sheetrock to be reused or recycled. 

Shingles make up approximately 100 tons of trash 
per day in the landfill, while construction and 
demolition materials account for approximately 500 
tons per day.

The center is located at 101 Landfill Road, Hutto. For 
more information, call 846-2756.
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TASuS Corporation shipped the 
first products from its 112,000 
sq. ft. facility on Oct. 5, 2005. 
The corporation manufactures 
plastic components — many for 
the automotive industry — using 
sophisticated hydraulic presses 
and injection-molding machines. 
Parts TASUS makes include 
climate control, engine and audio 
components as well as acrylic 
lenses for automotive lighting 
applications. The company, which  
employs 29 people, sits on 23 acres. 
www.tasus.com

Transit Mix Concrete, 610 Leander 
Road, is a full-service, ready-
mix concrete company for both 
commercial and residential projects. 
The company started as a small 
operation in Beaumont in 1939 and 
has grown into one of the largest 
suppliers of concrete and materials 

in Texas, Louisiana and Arkansas. 
It currently operates more than 
100 concrete plants, 14 mining 
operations and three distribution 
facilities. 836-6848 

FASTENAL is located at 503 
Leander Road. Open to the public, 
it features an extensive line of nuts, 
bolts and other fasteners as well 
as hand and power tools, welding 
equipment, electrical supplies 
and safety equipment. One of the 
unique services FASTENAL offers is 
its in-house manufacturing division. 
If you cannot find the part or 
fastener that you need, workers can 
manufacture it for you. 
864-9712 • www.fastenal.com

Pro-Build
300 Leander Road • 930-5050

McIntire’s Garden Center, located 
at 303 Leander Road, is family 
owned and operated and has been 
serving Georgetown residents since 
1976. The nursery stocks trees, 
shrubs, bedding plants, cactus and 
pond plants. 863-8243 
www.mcintiresgarden.com

McCoy’s Building Supply Center 
100 Leander Road • 863-0865 

The Townsend Agency, located at 
301 Leander Road, Ste. 103, is a full-
service Allstate Insurance provider. 
931-2591• agent.allstate.com/
dougtownsend 

Despite its name, the Austin Marble 
Company is actually located in 
Georgetown at 608 Leander Road. 
930-2116

Cash Pawn 
516 Leander Road • 931-2911
www.cashpawngeorgetown.com 

Austin Avenue Animal hospital 
2201 S. Austin Ave. • 863-5319

Georgetown Veterinary hospital 
2707 S. Austin Ave. • 863-3563 
www.gtvet.com

russell Glass and Mirror 
2611 S. Austin Ave. • 863-4527
www.russellglass.com

Enterprise rent-a-Car 
503-A Leander Road • 930-9313  
www.enterprise.com 

Pro Auto Glass 
2303 S. Austin Ave. • 930-1365

A-1 Auto Air & Automotive is 
located at 607 Leander Road and 

Pro-Build FASTENAL McCoy’s Building Supply Center

has been in business for almost 16 
years. The staff at A-1 can take care 
of a wide variety of automotive 
maintenance and repair items 
including air conditioning, tire 
rotation and balance, engine and 
transmission diagnostics. 
863-7500

In operation since 1984, American 
Medical Equipment was previously 
located at 904 N. Austin Ave. In 
April it relocated to a larger, more 
spacious facility at 504 Leander 
Road. The store offers a full line 
of medical equipment, including 
wheelchairs and power chairs, 
oxygen devices and diabetic 
supplies. The showroom is open 
from 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Monday 
through Friday, but the staff is 
available 24/7 in the event of 
emergencies. 863-4094
www.americanmedequip.com

Caring home health, located 
at 504 Leander Road, offers 
personal assistance to individuals 
in Williamson, Bell, Milam, Burnet 
and Travis counties. Services 
include laundry, shopping, meal 
preparation, feeding and assistance 
with medication. 
863-4748
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Calendar of Events

hutto Mercantile Farmers Market and 
Community Entertainment
Hutto Co-op, 420 Hwy. 79, Hutto • Saturdays 
September through December • 9 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Free • 826-8488

Georgetown First Fridays 
An evening of receptions, exhibits, dining, music 
and shopping in boutiques, galleries and home 
décor shops • First Friday every month
Downtown Square, Georgetown • 6-8 p.m. • Free 
868-8675 • www.dgagtx.com

hands-On history
New family-oriented program meets monthly and 
includes discussions and hands-on activities 
Sept. 20: “Cowboy Fun”
Oct. 4: “Native American Crafts”
Nov. 14: Party for participants who have attended 
at least six Hands-On events
The Williamson Museum, 716 S. Austin Ave., 
Georgetown • 10 a.m. • Free • 943-1670 
www.williamsonmuseum.org

Second Saturday Market Days
More than 60 booths featuring handmade arts and 
crafts, accessories, clothing, woodcrafts, ironworks, 
antiques and collectibles, stained glass, gourmet 
foods, entertainment and more
Downtown Square, Georgetown • Second Saturday 
March through December • 10 a.m.-5 p.m. • Free 
868-8675 • www.dgagtx.com

Georgetown Farmers Market
400 block of S. Austin Avenue • Thursdays from 
April through November • 3:30-6:30 p.m. • Free 
281-3699 • www.gtfma.com

Monday Night Movies
Free movies shown at the Taylor Public Library
Sept. 8 – “National Treasure: Book of Secrets”
Oct. 13 – “Speed Racer”
Nov. 19  – “Nim’s Island”
Dec. 8 – “Iron Man”
Taylor Public Library, 801 Vance St. • 6 p.m. • Free  
352-3434 • www.ci.taylor.tx.us

Sun City Farmers Market
Activities center parking lot, 2 Texas Drive, Sun 
City, Georgetown • Tuesdays from April through 
November • 10 a.m.–noon • Free 
281-3699 • www.gtfma.com 

Books for Texans Book Club meetings
Texas history book club sponsored by The 
Williamson Museum and Georgetown Public 
Library • Meets every other month (Sept. 16, Nov. 
18, Jan. 20, March 17, and May 19) • Hewlett Room 
at the Georgetown Public Library, 402 W. Eighth St. 
7-8:30 p.m. • 943-1670 • www.williamsonmuseum.org

Fish City Grill First Tuesday Benefit
Fifteen percent of day’s sales go to a new charity 
each month • First Tuesday of every month 
(September- Georgetown Animal Shelter, October-
The Sun City Shriners, November-Blue Santa) • 
Fish City Grill, 1019 W. University Ave., Ste. 1025, 
Georgetown 864-7400 • www.fishcitygrill.com

SEPTEMBEr
Sept. 13
Tour de Florence
A bicycle race through Williamson County 
to benefit the Florence Parks and Recreation 
Department. Riders can choose 15-, 35-, 45- and 
65-mile routes • The Vineyard at Florence, 8711 W. 
FM 487, Florence • 8 a.m.-2 p.m. • 254-793-3363
www.tourdeflorence.com

Sept. 13-Oct. 3
Taylor Artist Guild Print Making Show
Art competition open to all forms of print making 
Artist Reception Sept. 13 at 7 p.m. • Taylor Artist 
Guild Main Gallery, 200 N. Main St., Taylor
963-0288

Sept. 14
“Viva Italia!”
Temple Symphony Orchestra performance • Center 
for the Performing Arts at Georgetown High 
School, 2211 N. Austin Ave., Georgetown • 4 p.m. 
$25/premium seating, $20/general admission, $5/
students • 864-9591 
www.GeorgetownTexasSymphony.org

Sept. 17, 24 and Oct. 1, 8 
Southwestern university’s 
Tournées Festival
Featuring five films from or about France. All films 
are in French and will feature English subtitles 
F. W. Olin Building, Room 105, Southwestern 
University, 1001 E. University Ave., Georgetown
7 p.m. • Free • www.southwestern.edu

Sept. 20
Taylor Chamber of Commerce 
Golf Tournament
Entry fees include green fees, cart, lunch, two 
drink tickets and goodie bag • Mustang Creek Golf 
Course, 1100 Beech St., Taylor • 8 a.m. • $300/team, 
$75/person • 365-2241 • www.taylorchamber.org

Sept. 22
Mercedes-Benz Dealer 
Championship Golf Tournament
Benefiting the Ride on Center for Kids • Cimarron 
Hills Golf and Country Club, 103 Cimarron Hills Trail 
West, Georgetown • 8:30 a.m. • $175/player 
930-6150 • golf@mbofgeorgetown.com

Sept. 26-27
up the Chisholm Trail 
Chuck Wagon Cook-off
Sponsored by The Williamson Museum • Rick 
Trevino will perform Saturday, Sept. 27 • San 
Gabriel Park, 445 E. Morrow St., Georgetown
6 p.m.-9 p.m. Friday, 9 a.m.-midnight Saturday 
(Ranch Rodeo 7-10 p.m.; Rick Trevino 10:30 p.m.)
$3/samples Friday, $5/ samples Saturday
943-1670 • www.upthechisholmtrail.org

 
Sept. 26-27
Taylor SPJST Barbecue Cook-off
Includes an arts and crafts show • Taylor SPJST Hall, 
5025 FM 619, Taylor • 5 p.m. Friday, 9 a.m. Saturday 
365-1110

Sept. 26-Nov. 2
“The Producers”
Georgetown Palace Theatre, 810 S. Austin Ave., 
Georgetown • 7:30 p.m. Friday and Saturday, 2 p.m. 
Sunday • $22/general admission, $20/seniors (55+), 
$10/students • 869-7469
www.georgetownpalace.org

Sept. 28   
Our Lady of Guadalupe Jamaica 
Fundraising event for Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Catholic Church • Murphy Park, Taylor • 10:30 a.m. 
365-2380 • olgtaylor@austin.rr.com

OCTOBEr
Oct. 3, Nov. 7 and Dec. 5
Fountainwood Viewing Night
Stargazing party hosted by Southwestern 
University • Fountainwood Observatory, northeast 
side of Southwestern University campus, 
1001 E. University Ave., Georgetown • 8-11 p.m., 
7-11 p.m. in November and December • Free
863-1631 • www.southwestern.edu/observatory

Oct. 4
A Taste of Georgetown
Organized by the Downtown Georgetown 
Association, featuring a variety of foods and 
beverages • Williamson County Courthouse, 
710 Main St., Georgetown • 4:30-6:30 p.m. and 
7-9 p.m. • $25 in advance, $30 at the door
868-8675 • www.dgagtx.com

Oct. 11
Archeology Day
Berry Springs Park and Preserve, 1801 CR 152, 
Georgetown • 10 a.m.-3 p.m. • Free • 943-1670 
www.williamsonmuseum.org

Oct. 13
Georgetown rotary Club 
Scholarship Golf Classic
Berry Creek Country Club, 30500 Berry Creek Drive, 
Georgetown • Shotgun start at noon • $100/player, 
$125/person after Oct. 6 • 868-5311
www.georgetownrotary.org
 
Oct. 18
hutto Olde Tyme Days
Featuring a parade, children’s activities, 5K race, 
pony rides, an antique tractor show, hippo 
Olympics, rock climbing wall and more
Downtown Hutto, East Street • 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
759-4400 • www.hutto.org 

Oct. 18
Georgetown Chamber of Commerce 
Bar-Bid-Cue Auction
Featuring live and silent auctions • Tasus Texas, 211 
Tasus Way, Georgetown • $20/adults, $10/children 
12 and under • 5:30-10 p.m. • 930-3535
www.barbidcue.com

Oct. 18
Williamson County Symphony Orchestra
Hutto ISD performing Arts Center, 101 FM 685, 
Hutto • 7:30 p.m. • Free
www.williamsoncountysymphonyorchestra.org

Oct. 18-19
Texas Outdoor Family Workshop
Georgetown Parks and Recreation and Texas 
Parks and Wildlife teach families outdoor skills 
Booty’s Road Park Pavilion, 1631 Booty’s Park Road, 
Georgetown • Registration ends Sept. 30 • 7:30 
a.m.-11 p.m. • $100/family of four for Saturday only, 

Ongoing Events

City Councilwoman Debbie Holland sells handmade 
jewelry at the market, July 12.

All-female team Fiddle Fire at the Up the Chisholm 
Trail Chuck Wagon Cook-off, Sept. 29, 2007
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$140/family of four with overnight camping 
930-3596 • parks.georgetown.org

Oct. 24
Special needs halloween 
Costume Party and Dance
Georgetown Community Center, San Gabriel Park, 
445 E. Morrow St. • 7-9 p.m. • $3/ages 15 & up 
(A caregiver must be present at all times. Admission 
is free for caregiver.) • 930-3596 
parks.georgetown.org

Oct. 25-Nov. 21
Art hallows Eve
Competition for local artists. Artists reception Oct. 
25 at 7 p.m. • Taylor Artist Guild Main Gallery, 
200 N. Main St., Taylor • 963-0288 

Oct. 26 
The Cliburn Finalist Series
Featuring Joyce Yang on the piano • Center for the 
Performing Arts, 2211 N. Austin Ave., Georgetown 
4 p.m. • $25/premium seating, $20/general 
admission, $5/students • 864-9591
www.GeorgetownTexasSymphony.org

Oct. 26
Play to Find a Cure for Parkinson’s Disease
Play parlor games to benefit the Michael J. Fox 
Foundation for Parkinson’s Research • Georgetown 
Community Center, San Gabriel Park, 445 E. 
Morrow St. • 1-5:30 p.m. • $20/person • 868-6480 
teamfoxgeorgetown@gmail.com

Oct. 30
hutto Treats on East Street
Community Halloween event • Downtown Hutto
7 p.m. • Free • 759-4400
www.huttotx.gov/CurrentEvents.asp?EID=354 

Oct. 30
14th annual haunted hayride and Carnival
Georgetown Community Center, San Gabriel Park, 
445 E. Morrow St. • 6-9 p.m. • $2/children (5-12 
years old), $3/children (13+ years and adults) 
children under 5 are free • 930-3595
parks.georgetown.org/events/hauntedhayride.php

Oct. 31
Taylor halloween SpookTacular
Spook house, games, food and merchants open 
late • Heritage Square, 400 N. Main St., Taylor
www.ci.taylor.tx.us/currentevents.asp?wid=641

NOVEMBEr
Nov. 1
Tee Off for kids
Charity golf tournament to benefit Coats for Kids • 
Star Ranch Golf Course, 2500 FM 685, Hutto • 7 a.m. 
244-2431 • www.servingcenter.org

Nov. 7
Southwestern university Golf Classic
Proceeds benefit the SU Athletics Department • 
Teravista Golf Club, 4333 Teravista Club Drive, Round 
Rock • Noon  • $125/person • 863-1384
southwesternpirates.cstv.com

Nov. 11
Writer’s Voice Lecture
Lecture featuring Azar Nafisi • Reception and 
book signing to follow • Alma Thomas Theater, 
Southwestern University campus, 1001 E. 
University Ave., Georgetown • 7-11 p.m. 
www.southwestern.edu/library/writers-voice
 
Nov. 15-16
International Olde English Bulldogge 
Association National Show 
Hosted by the Hill Country Bulldogge Club
Triple Crown Dog Academy, 200 CR 197, Hutto 
9 a.m.-6 p.m. Saturday, 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Sunday 
$3/person, $5/family • 567-3965
www.hillcountrybulldoggeclub.com

Nov. 28
Georgetown Lighting of the Square
Downtown Square, Georgetown • 6-8 p.m. • Free 
visit.georgetown.org 

Nov. 28-Dec. 23
“The Gifts of the Magi”
Georgetown Palace Theatre, 810 S. Austin Ave., 
Georgetown • 7:30 p.m. Friday and Saturday, 2 p.m. 
Sunday • $22/general admission, $20/seniors (55+), 
$10/students • 869-7469 
www.georgetownpalace.org

DECEMBEr
holiday home Tour
Tour five historic homes in Georgetown
Time and Dates TBA • 869-8597
www.georgetownholiday.com

Dec. 1-Jan. 1
Taylor Lights of the Blackland Trail
Tour holiday light displays • Downtown Taylor • Free 
352-6364 • www.taylorchamber.org
Dec. 4
Candlelight Service
Advent lessons and carols • Lois Perkins Chapel, 
Southwestern University campus, 1001 E. 
University Blvd., Georgetown • 6 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. 
Free • 863-1480 • www.southwestern.edu

Dec. 5-7
Sun City kiwanis Club holiday home Tour
Tour homes in the Sun City community • Times TBA 
www.suncitykiwanisgt.org

Dec. 6
Taylor Christmas Parade of Lights
Main Street, Taylor • 7 p.m. • Free • 352-6364
www.taylorchamber.org

Dec. 6
Taylor Artists Guild Membership Exhibit 
and Ornament Sale
Taylor Artist Guild Main Gallery, 200 N. Main St., 
Taylor • After the Taylor Christmas Parade • 963-0288  

Dec. 6
Christmas Stroll
Holiday parade, arts and crafts vendors, family 
activities and pictures with Santa • Downtown 
Square, Georgetown • noon-8 p.m. • Free
639-2390 • www.dgagtx.com

Dec. 7
holiday Concert
The Temple Symphony Orchestra performs • 
Center for the Performing Arts, 2211 N. Austin Ave., 
Georgetown • 4 p.m. • $25/premium seating, $20/
general admission, $5/students • 864-9591
www.GeorgetownTexasSymphony.org

Dec. 12
Williamson County Symphony 
Orchestra performance
Hutto ISD Performing Arts Center, 101 FM 685, 
Hutto • 7:30 p.m.
www.williamsoncountysymphonyorchestra.org

Dec. 13
Williamson County Symphony 
Orchestra performance
Sun City Ballroom, 2 Texas Drive, Georgetown • 7:30 p.m. 
www.williamsoncountysymphonyorchestra.org

Dec. 13
Georgetown Breakfast with Santa
Proceeds benefit families in need • Georgetown 
Fire Station Number One, 301 Industrial Ave., 
Georgetown • 8-11 a.m.
$6 (free for disadvantaged families) • 930-3473

Dec. 18
hutto Olde Tyme Christmas
Downtown Hutto • 759-4400 • www.hutto.org

JANuAry
Jan. 9-Feb. 1
“Love, Sex and the IrS”
Georgetown Palace Theatre, 810 S. Austin Ave., 
Georgetown • 7:30 p.m. Friday and Saturday, 2 p.m. 
Sunday • $22/general admission, $20/seniors (55+), 
$10/students • 869-7469 
www.georgetownpalace.org

Jan. 25
“At the Movies featuring rich ridenour” 
Performance by the Temple Symphony Orchestra • 
Center for the Performing Arts, 2211 N. Austin Ave., 
Georgetown • 4 p.m. • $25/premium seating, $20/
general admission, $5/students • 864-9591
www.GeorgetownTexasSymphony.org

FEBruAry
Feb. 9
Cupid’s Chase
Sponsored by the Georgetown Parks and 
Recreation Department • Rivery Park, 1448 Rivery 
Blvd., Georgetown • 8:30 a.m. • $15/ages 13+, $10/
ages 55+ and children ages 12 and under, $25 on 
race day • 930-3596 • parks.georgetown.org

Feb. 13
Special needs Valentines Day Dance
Featuring games, food, dancing, photos, and prizes 
Georgetown Community Center, San Gabriel Park, 
445 E. Morrow St. • 7-9 p.m. • $3/ages 15 & up (A 
caregiver must be present at all times. Admission is 
free for caregivers.) • 930-3596 
parks.georgetown.org

Feb. 13-March 8
“God’s Man in Texas”
Georgetown Palace Theatre, 810 S. Austin Ave., 
Georgetown • 7:30 p.m. Friday and Saturday, 2 p.m. 
Sunday • $22/general admission, $20/seniors (55+), 
$10/students • 869-7469
www.georgetownpalace.org

Feb. 16
roy and Margaret Shilling Lecture 
Featuring 2004 Nobel Peace Prize winner Wangari 
Maathai • Alma Thomas Theater, Southwestern 
Universiy campus, 1001 E. University Drive, 
Georgetown
www.southwestern.edu/shilling-lectures

We hope this guide gives you some idea of things 
to do this fall and winter. This guide, however, is not 
all-inclusive. If your event is not listed, please let us 
know and we will do our best to include it next year. 
Visit www.impactnews.com for additional events 
in Georgetown, Hutto, Taylor and the surrounding 
communities. 

A child participates in carnival games at Hutto Treats 
on East Street, October 2007.

Precinct Four Justice of the Peace, Judy Schier Hobbs, 
participates in the 2007 Taylor Christmas Parade.
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hOSPICE AuSTIN
nonprofit     profile by beth Wade

While many nonprofits serve niche 
groups of people, Hospice Austin 

is an organization that deals with some-
thing that everyone goes through. Hospice 
Austin was established to help people in 
the last stages of life, but while focusing on 
the patient, the hospice staff takes care of 
the family as well.

“People never forget [the time their 
family member or friend spent in hospice 
care]. That time is etched in your memory 
forever. That time is sacred,” said Marjorie 
Mulanax, Hospice Austin executive direc-
tor. “Everybody faces this. That sets us 
apart from other nonprofit organizations. 
This is something personally we will face 
for ourselves and for our loved ones.”

The hospice was founded in 1979 by a 
group of physicians and began aiding ter-
minally ill patients and their families and 
caregivers in 1980. 

Hospice Austin provides care for people 
diagnosed with any terminal illness with 
a life expectancy of six months or less. In 
some cases a patient could be discharged 
from hospice care if the patient improves, 
Mulanax said. 

“Patients can go back and forth between 
hospice care and curative care. Some do 
get better,” she said. “We have discharged 
about 10 percent of patients a year. Most 
of them do come back later.” 

The philosophy of hospice care is to pro-
vide pain and symptom management for 
patients to allow them to live out their last 
days, weeks or months comfortably and 
with dignity. The hospice admits anyone 
to the program, regardless of his or her 
ability to pay.

Hospice Austin goes beyond helping 
the patient, caring for the family as well. 
Hospice nurses can help answer questions 
about the end of life, caring for the patient; 
social workers help with anticipatory grief 

hospice Austin
1101 Williams Drive, Ste. 102

georgetown • 863-8700
www.hospiceaustin.org

and unresolved issues 
that may be bother-
ing family and the 
patient; the hospice’s 
nondenominational 
chaplains can assist 
the family and the 
patient with religious 
questions or end of life 
ceremonies. The hos-
pice has experience 
with most religions, 
from Christianity to 
Buddhism to Native 
American beliefs. 

Once the patient 
has passed away, the 
hospice continues to 
care for the family 
and friends through 
group and one-on-one 
counseling as well as 
other programs. 

When a patient is 
admitted into hos-
pice care, he or she 
is provided with a 
team of care provid-
ers. The team consists 
of a nurse, nurse’s 
aide, chaplain, a social 

worker and a volunteer who provides a 
comforting presence for the patient and a 
chance for the patient’s normal caregiver to 
take a break. Each patient is the team’s cap-
tain and is in charge of his or her own care. 

Hospice Austin serves Travis, William-
son, Caldwell, Burnet and Hays counties. 
Patients can be treated in their home, 
nursing home, assisted living center, 
in area hospitals or in Hospice Austin’s 
Christopher House, the short-term, inpa-
tient facility. 

Each year, the hospice group takes care 
of approximately 2,000 patients, including 
about 30 children.

Several of the hospice staff have lost 
loved ones and chose a career in hospice 
care to support others in similar situations.

“Everything about hospice is so personal, 
and that is why it is so special,” Melinda 
Marble, communications coordinator said. 
“Everyone approaches their ending differ-
ently. Hospice Austin is here to provide a 
calm voice. There are good deaths out there.”

voLunTeerS

Hospice Austin has 200 paid staff members 
who are supported by more than 400 
volunteers. 

• Volunteers are assigned one patient at a time 
  to offer emotional support and nonmedical 
  practical assistance such as travel to and from 
  appointments, running errands and a chance 
  for full-time caregivers to take a break. 
• Some provide professional services, including 
  massage therapy, hair-styling, acupuncture 
  and handyman-type services. 
• All volunteers must attend volunteer training; 
  the next session is Sept. 16-27 in Austin. 

Volunteers are always needed in Austin, 
but are especially needed in surrounding 
areas, including Hutto, Taylor, Round 
Rock, Pflugerville and Leander. For more 
information, call volunteer coordinator Gayle 
Smith at 342-4735.

Olivia lights a candle 
in her father’s memory 
at Hospice Austin’s 
Camp Brave Heart. 
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leo wood • georgetown
community     icon by Patrick brendel

Nearly 50 years ago, a young Leo Wood worked bust-
ing rock at Texas Crushed Stone Company near 

Georgetown. The hum of propellers above signaled the 
approach of a small company plane loaded with metal 
quarrying materials called “feathers and wedges.”

Seeing that he was going to overshoot the runway, the 
pilot aborted his descent and pulled the plane up to at-
tempt a second pass. Too late. As Wood and other workers 
watched, the plane’s rear wheel caught on a gondola car. 
The craft tumbled tail over nose and burst into flames.

“Fortunately we weren’t more than a couple hundred 

yards from where they hit,” Wood said.
Wood and other workers ran over 

to the plane and dragged out the three 
injured passengers.

“They would have burned in the 
plane if we hadn’t of been there,” he said.

And that’s how San Gabriel Park got 
an Olympic-sized swimming hole.

During his 16-plus years as George-
town city manager and three terms 
as mayor, Wood usually relied on his 
talent for writing grant proposals to 
secure funding for things like sew-
age treatment plants, parks and urban 
renewal projects. He claims responsibil-
ity for downtown programs in George-
town and Taylor, a park in Hutto and 
the sewer in Liberty Hill, plus many 
more improvements throughout Cen-
tral Texas.

But when he found himself $45,000 
short of the $750,000 needed to build 
the San Gabriel Pool, Wood didn’t hesi-
tate to call in a favor from E.B. Snead, 

owner of Texas Crushed Stone and a survivor of that plane 
crash years before.

“I shall never forget when he pulled out that ol’ desk 
drawer, took the checkbook out and wrote a check to the 
city of Georgetown for $45,000,” Wood said. “He said, 
there, that’ll get you through this.”

Wood showed a talent for raising money, by hook or 
crook, from the onset of his governmental career, which 
began in 1962 when a 20-something Wood became the 
utility services manager for his hometown of San Saba. He 
landed a grant for a wastewater treatment plant at almost 

Leo Wood’s first deed as Georgetown city manager was to secure funds for a new city hall.

no cost to the city.
In 1964, Wood took a similar position in Rosebud. He 

became city manager two years later. In 1969, Wood, who 
was still under 30 years old, beat out more than 50 other 
applicants to become city manager of Georgetown, when 
the population of the town was about 5,600.

The first thing he did was to secure a grant to build a 
brand new city hall and council chambers. When he relin-
quished his position in 1985, Georgetown claimed more 
than 16,000 residents, plus 8,000 more people outside the 
city limits but still within Wood’s jurisdiction.

During his tenure, the city went from being in debt to 
having a reserve balance of $5 million, without significant 
bonds or tax increases. Accordingly, Wood disagrees with 
his dismissal as city manager in 1985, shortly after the city 
council was shaken up by the transition to single-member 
district elections instead of at-large.

Seven years after losing his job with the city, Wood 
became mayor, serving three terms, until 1999. As proof 
that good things happen to a town when Wood is around, 
the Sun City development came to Georgetown while he 
was mayor.

“That was the biggest plum I ever picked in my political 
life,” he said.

Wood worked for the city of Austin from 1985 to 1998. 
He was a board member of Georgetown’s Snead Institute, 
looking into fuel cell technology and alternative fuels, 
from 1999 to 2005. 

He has also worked for area banks, currently Round 
Rock’s Independent Bank, has his own consulting compa-
ny and is business manager for Baker-Aicklen & Associ-
ates, Inc., in Georgetown.

Wood and his wife, Vivian, who has served as the 
Williamson County treasurer since 1995, have lived in 
Georgetown for nearly 40 years. 
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Taylor ISD

Q & a

Dr. bruce Scott
Taylor ISD Superintendent of Schools
Hired: Feb. 1, 2005
Education: Bachelor’s and master’s degrees from Texas 
A&M University at Corpus Christi and Ph.D. from Texas 
A&M University at Corpus Christi and Texas A&M University 
Kingsville
Background: Corpus Christi ISD in various positions from 
fourth grade to high school teacher, middle school and 
high school assistant principal, high school principal and 
elementary school director
Contact: 365-1391 or bscott@taylor.isd.tenet.edu

The Taylor ISD Board of Trustees will 
ask residents to pass a $43 million 

bond package Nov. 4.
The bond money will consist of two 

parts — $38.5 million for a new high 
school facility and $4.5 million to renovate 
and repurpose the current high school.

“The desire is to provide us with more 
space to spread our children out in,” 
Superintendent Bruce Scott said. “We have 
exceeded our current capacity on three of 
our current five facilities.”

If the bond package is approved, the 
school district plans to build a 1,200 stu-
dent high school campus on FM 973 south 
of Hwy. 79 loop, including classrooms with 
additional math, computer and science 
instructional spaces, core areas, two gyms, 
a track and tennis courts. 

The district has owned the 50-acre 
property for five years. The land is adjacent 
to the future site of the East Williamson 

New high school would ease overcrowding
by beth Wade County Higher Education Center. The 

district purchased an additional 15 acres 
about one year ago to connect to the 
EWCHEC property. 

“We feel like this is a great opportunity 
for our students,” Scott said. “We encourage 
a lot of our students to take college-level 
courses. This will be within walking distance 
to EWCHEC. So, while in high school, stu-
dents will be able to walk across to a college 
campus and take courses that will count, not 
only to their high school graduation, but 
give them college credit.”

After the new campus is built, renova-
tions at the campus on Hwy. 95 will repur-
pose the building for use by seventh and 
eighth grades. 

“[This keeps us] in a unified system, 
where all of the students in Taylor ISD who 
are in kindergarten go to the same build-
ing; we don’t go to different buildings. We 
don’t have to worry about dividing neigh-
borhoods,” Scott said. “That is important to 

What are your goals this school year?
We have a variety of goals — obviously 
improving academic achievement 
[is one of them], and to improve our 
programs. One of our primary goals is 
to offer students more opportunities to 
better themselves. We are very much 
looking at trying to increase the number 
of advanced placement classes we offer, 
as well as the dual credit opportunities 
our students have.

What is the school district’s biggest 
challenge?
I think some of [our] challenges deal 
with the diversity of our population. 

the community. They really want all of our 
students to go to the same school and not 
be split. That was what the [facilities] com-
mittee was comfortable doing and what 
they felt like the community wanted.” 

If passed, the bond is expected to raise 
property taxes to $1.527 per $100 valu-
ation. The school district estimates that 
could increase taxes on a $100,000 home 
$327 a year.  

According to the district, the new high 

school facility will have a 50- to 60-year 
life span, and renovations are expected to 
extend the other campuses’ life spans.

For the past four years, the district has 
experienced slow to modest growth of ap-
proximately 3 percent.

“Our growth has been moderate over 
the past few years, but we are outgrowing 
our buildings,” Scott said. “It is time for the 
district to make some decisions concerning 
how we are going to address this need.”

One of our fastest growing groups is our 
limited English proficient students. That 
is increasing by almost 100 percent a year. 
The other challenges we have are being 
able to locate and keep highly qualified 
teachers. Probably the biggest challenge 
that we have right now is our budget. 
Through a quirk in the state budget system 
we are basically going to be operating on 
the same revenue base that we have had 
for the past two years, and we could have 
the same revenue base, depending on what 
the legislature does, for two years after 
next year also. 

What is the school district doing to help 
students with limited english?
We have a bilingual program that we have 
been improving for the last three years. We 
hired a bilingual instructional facilitator 
who is working with our teachers to 
improve the program so that we cannot 
only teach [students] in Spanish to improve 
their English, but teach them in Spanish 
to learn the content they will be tested on. 
It is a combination program that we are 
doing K-12 [grades]. We do something 
K-12, because we get new students to our 
schools that have weak English skills in all 
grade levels. 

What would you do with an unlimited budget?
I think the first thing I would do would 
be to reward our best teachers. We have 
some great teachers in this district, and 
they really are not getting compensated 
what they ought to. Hopefully that would 
encourage a lot of them to stay with us and 
become lifelong teachers here in Taylor, 
instead of staying four or five years and 
then moving to another school district 
that pays considerably more than we 

do. Secondly, I think we need to really 
upgrade all of our academic programs, 
especially our programs to the gifted and 
talented students and those students who 
are advanced academic learners. 

What excites you about your job?
When I hear stories about students being 
successful. When we are seeing kids be 
successful and compete in the classroom, 
against each other and against other 
schools, we show folks that we are every 
bit as good as any other school in the 
region. Seeing our kids — that’s what 
makes me keep coming back. 

What was the most important lesson you 
learned in school?
I learned several things in school, but I 
think one of the things I learned was you 
just have to keep plugging away. You may 
not be the best at a particular activity or 
academic pursuit, but if you keep plugging 
at it, you can be successful. One of the 
things that people don’t realize is that I 
was born with two clubbed feet. I had 
numerous surgeries as a young child, 
was in braces for a number of years and 
really didn’t start walking until I was 4 
years old, and even then I was walking 
with braces. So I had to overcome a lot of 
physical challenges, and doing things that 
normal kids could do, I couldn’t do until I 
was 9 or 10 years old — like, jumping was 
something I had to learn to do. You can 
accomplish anything that you want to, you 
just have to stick to it.

Who was your favorite teacher?
I had a social studies teacher in high 
school, Mrs. Roberts, who was one of my 
favorite teachers. She really spent a lot of 

time trying to challenge us. It was not the 
typical lecture type history class; instead, 
a lot of work was placed in our laps and 
we were challenged to do it. She had a wit 
and a wisdom about her that required us 
to really think. 

Did you always know you wanted to be in 
education?
I started off in college thinking I was 
going to go into medicine, but I always 
liked children and working with kids. 
I think I went into college thinking 
medicine was going to be the field I 
would go into and be a pediatrician or 
something like that. After a few years it 
became evident that I would be better off 
going into education, and I had a lot of 
fun doing it.

Who inspires you?
Probably the person who inspires 
me the most is my wife. She is an 
incredible teacher and very talented with 
interpersonal relationships. Watching her 
work, not only with children but adults, 
too, is pretty amazing. I probably learn 
more from her than from anybody else. 

are there any school districts that you want 
Taylor ISD to be like?
I try to take the best from every school 
district I see. One of the things I continue 
to tell people in Taylor is that I want us 
to develop the reputation of being the 
school of choice in this region — that 
when people are moving to Central 
Texas ... they will automatically gravitate 
to Taylor. I want people to pick us 
intentionally.

Northside Early Childhood

Pasemann Elementary

T.H. Johnson Elementary

Taylor Middle School

Taylor High School

Educational structure

Early childhood-pre-K

Grades 1-2

Grades 3-5

Grades 6-8

Grades 9-12

Capacity

412

600

620

935

537*

Current 
enrollment**

392

427

682

682

851

Low 
enrollment 
projections

575

756

1056

882

917

High 
enrollment 
projections

582

799

1137

993

1041

Current facility capacities

*The capacity is 750 with use of portable buildings  ** Enrollment figures as of June 2007
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reading  89% 86%
Math  77% 72%
Writing  92% 88%
Science  71% 68%
Social Studies  89% 89%

d i s t r i c t

economically disadvantaged:  55.5% 60.9%
Limited english proficient (Lep): 16% 10.5%
number of students per teacher: 14.7 14.5
average years experience of teachers: 11.3 9.3
average teacher salaries: $44,897 $40,835

2007 taks r e s u l t s

2007 s t a t i s t i c s s t a t e d i s t r i c t

ta y l o r  isd:
s t a t e

  3:  reading 87%  •  Math 68%
  4:  reading 77%  •  Math 77%
  5:  reading 90%  •  Math 88%
  6:  reading 90%  •  Math 83%
  7:  reading 82%  •  Math 74%
  8:  reading 93%  •  Math 85%
  9:  reading 76%  •  Math 48%
10:  english Language arts 81%  •  Math 48%
11:  english Language arts 87%  •  Math 72%

2008 preliminary TaKS scores

to t a l  s t u d e n t s :  3 ,040
2008 d i s t r i c t  s c o r e s  b y  G r a d e

TAKS results and scores are given in percentages of students who passed the test.

nortHside early cHildHood learninG center

1004 Dellinger Drive • 365-7114

Campus administrator: Jill Scott
open since: 1998  grades: early childhood, pre-K and 
kindergarten

naomi pasemann elementary

2809 North Drive • 365-2278

principal: Jennifer patschke
open since: 1998  grades: 1-2
2007 accountability rating: 
academically acceptable
2007 Total students: 805
2007 economically disadvantaged: 70.9%
2007 number of students 
per teacher: 17.1

t. H. JoHnson elementary taylor middle scHool taylor HiGH scHool

3100 Duck Drive • 365-1091

principal: reta Katz
open since: 1983  grades: 3-5
2007 accountability rating: 
academically acceptable
2007 TaKS results: reading 86%, Math 82% 
2007 Total students: 683
2007 economically disadvantaged: 66%
2007 number of students 
per teacher: 16.4

2008 preliminary TaKS scores:
grade 3: reading 87%, Math 68%
grade 4: reading 77%, Math 77%
grade 5: reading 90%, Math 88%

304 NW Carlos Parker Blvd. • 365-8591

principal: Danny Ward
open since: 2001  grades: 6-8
2007 accountability rating: 
academically acceptable
2007 TaKS results: reading 86%, Math 76% 
2007 Total students: 679
2007 economically disadvantaged: 60.2%
2007 number of students 
per teacher: 12.9

2008 preliminary TaKS scores:
grade 6: reading 90%, Math 83%
grade 7: reading 82%, Math 74%
grade 8: reading 93%, Math 85%

3101 N. Main St.
365-1291

principal: Kimberley Mason
open since: 1969
grades: 9-12
2007 accountability rating: 
academically acceptable
2007 TaKS results:
reading 85%, Math 59% 
2007 Total students: 864
2007 economically disadvantaged: 48%
2007 number of students 
per teacher: 12.8

2008 preliminary TaKS scores:
grade 9: reading 76%, Math 48%
grade 10: reading 81%, Math 48%
grade 11: reading 87%, Math 72%

Source: Larry robbins, Taylor ISD spokesman; 
www.taylorisd.org; Texas education agency, 
www.tea.state.tx.us
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A historical marker stands on the southwest corner of 
the courthouse lawn as a tribute to the determina-

tion of Williamson County’s cowboys. In the 1930s, men 
who actually followed the train to the northern markets 
during the cattle boom strategically placed these “Going 
up the Texas Chisholm Trail” markers along the route 
of the Chisholm Trail in Texas, Oklahoma, and Kansas. 
Their purpose was simple: keep the memory of the great 
cattle drives alive in our minds. 

In the late 1860s, longhorns sold for between $1 and $2 
per head in Georgetown but could go for up to $20 per 
head in northern markets. Early Williamson County en-
trepreneurs like the Olive brothers, Cluck family, Greenup 
Kuykendall and the Snyder brothers seized this new busi-
ness opportunity and earned substantial profits.  

Newly unemployed soldiers needed work after the 
Civil War, and the perceived excitement of driving cattle 
north created the perfect partnership. Cattle saturated 
the Texas market, while the demand for beef in the rest of 
the country grew strong as people developed a taste for 
it. Longhorn cattle roamed free in the virtually unfenced 
expanse of Texas in the mid-1800s, available to anyone 
who had the courage to round them up and drive them to 
markets. Since railroads in the state were limited in scope, 
the only way to get the cattle to market was by hoof. The 
drive to market could extend upwards of two months on 
horseback if everything went right — which it seldom did. 

One account provides a spectator’s view of a large 
cattle drive moving through Williamson County. John M. 
Sharpe wrote a narrative about the Snyder brothers in-

historical    impact by chris dyer

Williamson County’s 
cattle driving roots

cluded in The Trail Drivers of Texas compilation published 
in the 1920s. In the article, Sharpe recalls witnessing, “the 
splendid herd of five thousand beef cattle in its seem-
ingly endless column pass, as he sat on a gate-post” in 
Georgetown. In his recollection, Sharpe witnessed Dudley 
Snyder’s last great drive to the northwest in 1885. 

In the 1870s, the Georgetown Watchman reported 
that residents in town complained that their cattle were 
inadvertently added to the herds of trail drives passing 
through. It was pure chaos and very dusty when the cattle 
came through town.

Historians have long debated the route of the Chisholm 
Trail. Many believe that Jesse Chisholm, the namesake of 
the famous trail, did not venture south of the Red River 
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Chris Dyer is the director of The Williamson Museum, 716 S. Austin Ave. 
in Georgetown.

Sparks Ranch hands round up cattle near Thrall. The last recorded cattle drive from Williamson County was 
believed to be in 1885 and led by Greenup Kuykendall of the Sparks Ranch.

Trail marker at the southwest 
corner of the courthouse lawn

Dudley Snyder, 1833-1921, 
one of the Snyder brothers

in Oklahoma. George W. Saunders, organizer of the Old 
Time Trail Drivers’ Association, said “…most of the trail 
drivers did not care anything about the name of the trail 
they were traveling, as they were generally too busy to 
think or care about its name.” It is acceptable to call any 
trail headed through the heart of Texas to markets in 
Abilene and Kansas the Chisholm Trail. If a smaller feeder 
trail connected to the Chisholm Trail, go ahead and call it 
Chisholm Trail as well. The Chisholm Trail was just one 
of the many cattle trails through Texas, but is the most 
recognized today. According to Saunders, the debate is 
probably pointless anyway.  
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Lived in district: 11 years 
Education: Bachelor of arts in business 
management, St. Edwards University
Career: Supervisor of tax applications, 
comptroller’s office; Round Rock Board 
of Trustees from 2003 to 2008, board 
president 2007 to 2008
Contact info: 501-3578 ext. 1105
www.dianamaldonado.com

Q. What got you interested in politics? 
A. There are multiple things that got me interested in politics. 
My parents always taught me to put my best foot forward 
and to give back to the community. I’ve been doing that 
since elementary school through various volunteer projects 
and mentoring programs. From my mentoring experience, I 
realized that education was so important and can make a big 
difference in a person’s life. This encouraged me to run for 
school boards and different civic groups focused on education. 
Now, I have the ability to impact education along with other 
important issues at the state level.

Q. Why did you decide to run for state representative?
A. The leadership needs to reflect the community. There is a 
need for strong leadership in this district because it is a strong 
community with an educated workforce and knowledgeable 
citizens. There are a lot of issues that need to be addressed at 
the state level. My experience with the comptroller and school 
board has given me the ability to work with different voices 
and perspectives on finding common ground to make sure 
business gets done. That’s what I’ve done on the school board, 
and I want to continue that on the state level.

Q. What is your platform? 
A. We need to continue to put our students and families first 

by advocating for public education, affordable college tuition and 
health care. We also need an open process to transportation so 
we can be good stewards of the environment. These pocketbook 
issues are what matter to taxpayers and citizens. We need healthy 
and vibrant communities, and these issues will ensure vitality.

Q. What do you hope to accomplish if elected?
A. First and foremost, I will serve as a clear voice for your 
community. I will bring balance to the Texas Legislature and work 
more with the existing leadership so we can be more efficient in 
policy making.

Q. Why are you the best choice for state representative?
A. I am already an elected official in Williamson County with 
over five years of service and a proven track record with more 
than 22 years of service in state government. This gives me a 
varied perspective on state government, the legislature and policy 
making. While my service on the school board was nonpartisan, 
I am able to work across party lines and build trust through 
sustaining relationships so we can continue to move in the right 
direction. Whether you are a democrat or republican, we can 
agree that we need good schools for children, safe neighborhoods 
and efficient government. Government needs to focus on the 
mission that they are serving the community. 

Lived in the district: 14 years
Education: Two years at Louisiana State 
University, studied education 
Career: Worked as a certified professional 
legal secretary for 10 years
Contact info: 246-2597
xld.com/ls/home.htm

Q. What got you interested in politics?
A. From my work with the United States Department of 
Agriculture and as a staff person in the House Agriculture 
Committee, I realized that government does so many things 
that are connected to our daily lives. More and more, I 
realized there are a lot of ways to help people deal with their 
concerns, and I wanted to see all the ways that government 
works to make that possible. I became increasingly interested 
in the decision-making process and becoming involved with 
policies that influence us all.

Q. What is your platform? 
A. There are three huge issues affecting this area — 
property taxes, transportation and education. Property 
tax is the issue that comes up more than any other. People 
want to know that their taxes are under control and being 
used wisely and efficiently. Beyond that, they want to know 
what the limit is on property taxes. Everyone has a different 
take on transportation depending on where they are. These 
are simple issues to understand, but the solutions are not 
as simple because it’s different for each area. Education 
is critical in any community but especially one with high 
growth. We need to make sure there are educational 

Q. What got you interested in politics? 
A. I am a Cuban exile and became interested in freedom 
issues because of the situation in Cuba. The country used to 
have a good economy and a lot of individual freedom, but now 
there are a lot of political problems. We lost our freedom, and 
I want to prevent that from happening here.

Q. Why did you decide to run for state representative?
A. The Libertarian Party was recruiting, and I was interested 
in the Trans-Texas Corridor. It seems very dangerous, and I 
want to try to stop it. The item that concerns me the most is 
the refusal of officials to state the purpose of the Trans-Texas 
Corridor — that it is primarily a trade route to move more 
imports (primarily Chinese) from Mexican ports into the U.S. 

Q. What is your platform? 
A. I am opposing the Trans-Texas Corridor and the initiative 
on referendum. We should enable citizens to bring up an 
issue they are concerned with to overcome elected officials 
who are not responsive to the wishes of the people. I am 

opportunities for everyone. Public safety, health care and energy 
are also important issues.

Q. What do you hope to accomplish if elected? 
A. People need transparency in their taxes so they can know 
the entire process of where their money goes and what it’s being 
spent on. It is the job of the state representative of district 52 to 
make sure the transportation needs are met with limited state 
funds. There are areas of education that the state is involved in 
above the level of school boards. I hope to work with educational 
funding in the next legislative session. 

Q. Why are you the best choice for state representative?
A. I’m a small-businessman; I have experience with 
higher education and the public schools in Texas and have 
worked with the government before. My experience plus my 
philosophy brings you to my vision of government working on 
things it does well while letting local entities do the things they 
do best. My conservative beliefs give me faith in the individual 
and the ability for the community to address issues. I give 
credit to the community for the things they have done and will 
continue to do.
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community    profiles

also concerned about the North American Union trying to 
merge or erase our borders. This amounts to more unelected 
government power, trying to set up a trade board to manage 
“free trade.” All they are after is just more unelected power — 
it’s the same old story.

Q. What do you hope to accomplish if elected?
A. I will probably be doing the same thing I have been doing 
for a lot of years — fighting corruption. I have been involved 
with several jobs fighting corruption. I was involved with the 
drive to stop the school bond in Round Rock, and that was a 
successful drive.

Q. Why are you the best choice for state representative? 
A. I have integrity. Elected officials should represent the 
people in an honest way and should have the integrity to fight 
corruption.

interVieWs by candice birkelbach

Lived in district: nearly eight years
Education: Bachelor’s and master’s degrees 
in agricultural education, Texas Tech 
University
Career: Texas Tech College of Agriculture; 
National Council for Agricultural Education; 
House Agriculture Committee, Soil and 
Water Conservation Board; United States 
Department of Agriculture; Ag Workers 
Insurance
Contact info: 388-8212
www.bryandaniel.org
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Southwest austin Advanced 
Micro Devices, Inc. came to 
Austin in 1979, bringing its 
first U.S. chip plant outside 
of what is now known as 
Silicon Valley in California. 
This summer, AMD opened 
its Lone Star campus on 
Southwest Parkway with 
2,500 employees, marking 
an almost 30-year presence in 
the city and the end of a three-
year journey in centralizing 
all of AMD’s Central Texas 
employees for the first time in 
decades.
Full story at 
more.impactnews.com/1602

Employees

City of Austin/
Travis County
property taxes

Local 
purchases

Local sales 
and use taxes

Annual sales

72

$2,769

N/A

N/A

$148
million

Southw
est Pkw

y.

William 
Cannon Dr.

N

71

290

AMD

2,000

$3.1 
million*

$110.8 
million*

$21 
million*

$5.85 
billion

Timeline 

1969: Advanced Micro  
Devices, Inc. incorporates and 
establishes headquarters in 
California.

1970: AMD introduces its first 
proprietary device: Am2501 
logic counter.

1972: AMD goes public.

1979: Production begins at 
the Austin AMD site.

1985: AMD is listed in 
“Fortune 500” for first the time.

2005: AMD announces its new 
site in Austin.

2008: AMD’s Lone Star site 
opens; AMD announces a new 
CEO.

1979 2005AMD history AMD’s growth 
in Austin 

Cedar park Twenty-two torna-
does touched down in Central 
Texas on May 27, 1997. That 
day, the town of Jarrell was hit 
by an F5 tornado — the rating 
assigned only to the most pow-
erful of twisters. Cedar Park 
was visited by a less powerful, 
but still severe, F3 tornado.

The National Weather Service 
reported the Cedar Park twister 
began about 4 p.m. more than 3 
miles north of the city, just south 
of CR 178 and east of the inter-
section of US 183 and CR 178.

Moving to the southwest rather than 
the more conventional northeast paths of 
Texas twisters, the tornado left the open 

Cedar Park among towns hit by 1997 tornadoes

County announces Hwy. 29 alignment

area where it began and moved toward the 
intersection of US 183 and RM 1431. 
Full story at more.impactnews.com/1468

City of Liberty Hill
railroad

29
29

200
1869

183

hwy. 29 Southern bypass alignment

kEy

Proposed roadway

residential

Commercial / Industrial

Planned development

Southern bypass alignment
n

San Gabriel River

Ronald Reagan Blvd.

from the web Williamson County commissioners Valerie 
Covey, precinct three, and Cynthia Long, precinct two, 
released a five-part plan Sept. 4 to improve transportation 
in the county after four months of public input on the 
future expansion of Hwy. 29.

The commissioners said they heard residents’ urging to 
make the current Hwy. 29 facility last as long as possible 
and, when expansion becomes necessary, to make the 
footprint of the wider road smaller, with the least impact 
on existing homes and businesses.

From several route options, the commissioners selected 
the southern bypass alignment from the Burnet County 
line to Ronald Reagan Boulevard. Hwy. 29 cannot be ex-
panded on the existing road in that area due to engineer-
ing and environmental concerns, including historical sites 
such as the Bryson Stagecoach, they said.

“The goal of all of this was to minimize the impact on 
people and businesses,” Long said. “[This route] has the 
lowest possible number of people impacted. We couldn’t 
get the number down to zero.”

From west of D.B. Wood Road to Ronald Reagan, the 
commissioners chose the combination alignment.

Long and Covey said the road will not be expanded 
until needed — estimating more than 15 years before 
construction would begin.

The county will begin negotiations with willing land-
owners along the alignment route after the first of the year. 

“We aren’t going to use condemnation or eminent 
domain,” Long said. “This will be only with willing sellers, 
and we’ll have options including leasebacks and option 
periods.”

Funds for land purchases will come from the 2006 Bond 
Program and would require approval from the commis-
sioners’ court. However, Long said the bulk of purchases 
will be made with funds from future road bond programs, 
which are approved or rejected by public vote.

In response to residents’ concern with the proposed 
400-foot right of way, the footprint of the expansion was 
scaled back to 300 feet. That figure includes the existing 
road, which varies in width from about 180 to 200 feet.

“We’ve heard people say they don’t want a 10- or 12-
lane road, and that’s not what we’re proposing,” Covey 

said. “What we’re looking at is four through lanes with 
no traffic lights and frontage roads for local traffic. You’d 
much rather pull out from a neighborhood onto a front-
age road than the highway.”

To funnel traffic off Hwy. 29 in the near term, the 
commissioners will produce a road improvement plan to 
expand and upgrade existing facilities including CR 200, 
CR 279, CR 214 and FM 3405. The plan will be incorpo-
rated into the updated long-range transportation plan that 
is currently being developed. It will likely be submitted to 
the commissioners’ court for approval early in 2009.

Last, Covey and Long will create a community-based 
safety and mobility task force within the next 30 days to 
examine and recommend ways to improve overall trans-
portation on Hwy. 29. The group will include representa-
tives from the Texas Department of Transportation, Wil-
liamson County, local school districts, law enforcement 
and first responders.

www.impactnews.com
• discuss tHis story and find links to related websites and 
stories at more.impactnews.com/1803
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round rock Stephan Sheets of Sheets & 
Crossfield has been the Round Rock city 
attorney for more than 31 years, so he has 
an interesting perspective of the city. He 
said he thinks Round Rock has always 
embraced growth because at one time, 
Georgetown was the county seat, Taylor 

Sheets & Crossfield
309 E. Main St.

255-8877

was thriving with cotton and business, and 
Round Rock was just a “dusty little place 
next to Round Rock White Lime.”

“All [Round Rock] was, was a place where 
the quarry workers lived,” Sheets said. 
“Heck, there was nothing here. So I think 
that made the people who originally lived 
here want to achieve something better.”

Sheets said, unlike other nearby cities such 
as Georgetown, there was not much heritage 
and tradition to hang on to in Round Rock.

“They wanted something better — some 
growth and something different than what 
they had,” Sheets said. 

Sheets has witnessed a few generations in 
Round Rock, having 
practiced law there 
since 1975. 

Full story at more.impact-
news.com/1701

IMpaCTS

nonprofIT profILe

buSIneSS profILe

Leander Most golf courses have a 
signature hole that is challenging 
and exemplifies the beauty of the 
entire course. At Crystal Falls Golf 
Club, it is difficult to narrow it 
down to a single hole.

“All of our holes are signature 
holes,” course manager Grant Col-
lyns said. “[Crystal Falls]  has a lot 
of character, and it will either make 
you better or make you go buy a 
tennis racquet.”

Whether it is the rocky hillsides 
cut out of the trees, the wild turkeys 
that routinely scamper across the 
fairways or the serenity in the 
absence of homes and roads, many 
consider Crystal Falls unique. As 
a municipal course, anyone is 
welcome to play.

“You get it all — every demographic, every 
background. We don’t have just one character; we 
have them all,” Collyns said.

As a result, the staff is ready to assist all players’ 
personalities.

“We may not have all the bells and whistles of a pri-
vate club, but we can treat people better than they’ve 
ever been treated,” Collyns said. “People come out 
here and save $40 to $50 and still get taken care of.”
Full story at more.impactnews.com/1470

Crystal Falls Golf Club
3400 Crystal Falls Parkway

259-5855
www.crystalfallsgolf.com
Pro shop: 6:30 a.m.-7 p.m.

range: Sunrise-6 p.m.
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183

Crystal falls  pkwy.

Crystal Falls Golf Club

Mall renovations complete
Cedar park Lakeline Mall’s updates are complete and include new furniture in the food 
court, a new common area, new tile, carpet and bamboo walkways, upgraded restrooms, 
enhanced landscaping, lighting, seating areas and guest services booth. Call 257-7467 or 
visit www.lakelinemall.com.

Southwest austin Lions, tigers and 
bears, oh my!” The Austin Zoo and 
Sanctuary has more than 300 animals, 
including the ones that frightened Doro-
thy in “The Wizard of Oz.” 

With 90 percent of the zoo’s animals 
coming from rescue situations, this 
number is always increasing.

“We have an ever-expanding animal 

Austin Zoo and Animal Sanctuary
10807 rawhide Trail

288-1490
www.austinzoo.org

selection,” said Patti Clark, the zoo’s 
board president. “We get calls every day 
to take in animals.”

While the zoo has many rescued ani-
mals, it is more than a petting farm. Be-
sides the peacocks and chickens roaming 
the premises, the zoo also boasts black 
bears, bobcats, lions, cougars and lemurs. 
Full story at more.impactnews.com/1596

Circle Dr.
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18
26

N
Austin Zoo

290
71

austin Austin’s Energy Efficiency Upgrades Task Force is finishing discussions of the 
basis of a possible ordinance with the ability to affect the city’s real estate market. Some 
say it could increase housing prices.

However, Matt Watson, who is Mayor Will Wynn’s policy director, said the effort so far 
is not only about environmental protection. It is about housing affordability. He notes that 
since 1994 Austin Energy has not changed its base rate, which covers the cost of operating 
the utility. What is increasing is the cost of fuel, which the consumer directly pays. 

“[Energy] keeps going up, and it’s going to keep going up,” he said.
At the beginning of the year, the task force started meeting to develop the next steps in 

the Austin Climate Protection Plan, which promotes the policy of making the city a leader 
in reducing global warming. 

Now with final recommendations possibly ready by the end of August, the biggest ques-
tions are how much of a new ordinance should be voluntary and how much should be 
mandatory for property owners?

As far as the Austin Board of Realtors is concerned, all but an energy audit should be 
completely voluntary.

Full story at more.impactnews.com/1585

Austin Board of Realtors questions aspects 
of possible energy efficiency ordinance
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Real Estate

Key Statistics
market data ProVided 

by nicole boynton

Less than $100,000
$100,000-$149,900
$150,000-$199,900
$200,000-$299,900
$300,000-$399,900
$400,000-$499,900
$500,000-$749,900
$750,000-$999,900
$1 million +

Price range 

August 2008
August 2007
July 2008
June 2008
May 2008
April 2008
Mar. 2008
Feb. 2008 
Jan. 2008

81
109
116
107
92
90
69
64
70

Month  

38
56
37
43
38
45
40
29
18

18
20
19
15
17
14
20
8

17

$144,343
$147,247
$145,570
$153,483
$148,124
$163,628 
$156,511
$148,954
$135,737

$126,765
$97,924
$111,747
$137,393
$102,131
$117,575
$109,678
$135,268
$139,941

$225,758
$199,923
$219,535
$227,306
$225,436
$199,046
$229,201
$223,089
$232,670

Change in average 
selling price 

during last year

Change in average 
selling price 

during last year

Change in average 
selling price 

during last year

Georgetown hutto Taylor

+$25,835 -$2,904 +$28,841-28 -18 -2

No. of sales
Georgetown

Average price
Hutto Taylor Georgetown Hutto Taylor

Change in number of
homes sold 

during last year

Change in number of
homes sold 

during last year

Change in number of
homes sold 

during last year

5
73

127
179
107
65
70
23
15

No. of Homes for Sale

1
89
57
26
11
7
4
1
-

Georgetown Hutto Taylor
19
28
14
8
1
1
-
-
-

Avg. Days on Market

112
101
100
83

110
122
154
147
168

68
62
71
71
84
71

154
351

-

Georgetown Hutto Taylor
82
79

143
159
484
144

-
-
-

Sky Realty
512-289-4663

nicole@512buyhome.com
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on the market (August 1 - 31) monthly home sales

by nicole boynton

A bill signed into law July 30 will allow first-time home-
buyers meeting specific criteria to utilize a $7,500 tax credit 
on the purchase of a primary residence. In order to qualify 
for the tax credit, the home must have been purchased on 
or after April 9, 2008, and before July 1, 2009. Anyone inter-
ested in claiming this credit is highly encouraged to consult 
a tax adviser regarding housing bill H.R. 3221.

This bill includes stipulations for amount of credit, eli-
gible property criteria, income limits and a recapture clause 
concerning this tax credit. This act stipulates a temporary 
tax credit can be issued for up to 10 percent of the cost of 
a home but not to exceed $7,500. For example, on a home 
costing $55,000, the potential maximum credit allowed 
equals $5,500. Any home costing more than $75,000 has 
only a maximum credit potential of $7,500 total whether it 
is $150,000 or $350,000.

This credit cannot be used toward a down payment as 
there is currently no provision made for that process. In-
stead, the homebuyer would claim the credit when filing his 
income tax, using Internal Revenue Service form 1040 and 
any additional forms IRS requests. Additionally, this credit 
cannot be used in conjunction with any tax-exempt bond 
programs offered by a state housing agency.

This tax credit is available to first-time homebuyers and 
previous homeowners who have not owned a primary resi-
dence during the past three years. The property must be lo-
cated in the United States and classified as a single family 

residence, which includes condos and co-ops.
The eligibility for this tax credit can also be affected by the 

amount of adjusted gross income earned by the homebuyer. 
The maximum credit is available to a single buyer with an 
income of $75,000 or, if married and filing joint tax returns, 
the maximum is $150,000 for the couple. The credit is still 
available to an individual with income of up to $95,000 or 
up to $170,000 for a joint return, but the credit amount is 
reduced. For example, a couple making $165,000 of adjusted 
gross income would have their potential credit reduced to 
$1,875.

Finally, it is important to understand that this tax credit 
must be paid back. Called the recapture clause, many con-
sumers find the easiest way to understand this tax credit is by 
thinking of it as an interest-free loan. Any homebuyer who 
claims this credit on his taxes must repay the credit over the 
next 15 years at a percentage of 6.67 percent per year with no 
interest accrual. This equates to approximately $502.50/year 
x 15 years assuming the $7,500 maximum credit. If the home 
is sold prior to the 15-year repayment period, the remaining 
balance would be paid from the proceeds of the home sale. If 
the proceeds of the sale do not cover the remaining balance, 
then the outstanding balance may be forgiven. Again, you 
are encouraged to visit a tax adviser as the rules and logistics 
of this program are still evolving. 

The National Association of Realtors has created a Fre-
quently Asked Questions handout that can help answer oth-
er questions. Please visit www.realtor.org and search H.R. 
3221 for more information.

First-time homebuyer tax credit

Amount of credit

Eligible property

Refundable

Income limit

First-time homebuyer only

Recapture

Impact of District of Columbia
homebuyer credit

Effective date

Termination

Interaction with alternative
minimum tax

Ten percent of cost of home, not to exceed $7,500

Any single-family residence (including condos, 
co-ops) that will be used as a principal residence

Yes. Reduces income tax liability for the year of 
purchase; claimed on tax return for that tax year

Yes. Full amount of credit available for individuals 
with adjusted gross income of no more that $75,000 
($150,000 on a joint return;) phases out above those 
caps ($95,000 and $170,000, respectively).

Yes. Purchaser (and purchaser’s spouse) may not 
have owned a principal residence in three years 
previous to purchase

Yes. Portion (6.67% of credit) to be repaid each year 
for 15 years, then remainder of credit recaptured 
on sale 

D.C. credit not available if purchaser uses this credit

Purchases on or after April 9, 2008

July 1, 2009

Can be used against AMT, so credit will not throw 
Individual into AMT

Feature                   h.r. 3221
           Housing and Economic Recovery Act of 2008

housing and economic

recovery act of 2008
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1003 N. Ash Cove

1004 Emory Fields Cove126 Emory Fields Drive

5 Br./2.5 Ba. 
3,146 sq. ft. 

4 Br./2 Ba. 
2,555 sq. ft. 

4 Br./2.5 Ba 
3,020 sq. ft.

Agent:  Aaron Landcaster

Agent: Glen SanfordAgent: Aaron Landcaster 

$305,109

$202,193$224,218 

751-7533

917-3030751-7533

huTTO - 78634

Featured homes

Featured homes

GEOrGETOWN - 78626

Parkview Estates
• San Gabriel Park within walking distance
• Large, mature oak trees
• Convenient access to Toll 130, Austin Ave. 
  and IH 35  

Schools
• Cottonwood Creek Elementary School
• Hutto Middle School
• Hutto High School

Schools
• Cooper Elementary School
• Forbes Middle School
• Georgetown Ninth Grade Center
• Georgetown High School

1

124 Benchmark Street
3 Br./2 Ba. 
1,683 sq. ft. 

Agent:  Paula Thomas

$164,900
818-1717

4

200 rio Vista Street
3 Br./2 Ba. 
2,022 sq. ft. 

Agent:  Joe Luna

$166,677
635-9553

5

3

210 Gann Street
3 Br./2.5 Ba. 
2,193 sq. ft.

Agent: Paula Thomas

$179,950
818-1717

7

2

201 Gann Street
3 Br./2.5 Ba. 
1,967 sq. ft.

Agent: Terri Gooch

 
818-0176

6

$177,000

Emory Farms
• New homes by Gehan Homes and 
   Armadillo Homes
• Community Park
• Middle school is within walking distance
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residential    property listings
City Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Sq. Ft.* Price Agent AgencyZIP code Phone

georgetoWn, hutto, taylor, austin and cedar Park

If you are a broker/agent, builder or property owner and would like to have your residential and/or commercial properties listed in our real estate section at no cost, please contact us at 
realestate@impactnews.com to request a submission form. All listings received will be considered for publication in one or more editions of Community Impact Newspaper.

7101 Magenta, Austin $400,000

210 Janis Mae, Hutto $145,000

208 Woodstone Drive, Georgetown $152,900

4416 Corran Ferry Loop, Austin $249,900

1508 Santana St., Cedar Park $179,900

30229 St. Andrews Drive, Georgetown $359,000

608 Marquesa Trail, Georgetown $779,000

1222 S. Church St., Georgetown $219,900

102 Klein Court, Georgetown $165,000

78626 Georgetown Aw0481 Nimmo Survey 75 S. Towns Mill Road 4br/3.5ba 3,407 $599,000 Annette Wilson/Jim Brown RE/MAX Centx Assoc. LLC 930-4663
78628 Georgetown Berry Creek 206 Las Collinas 5br/3ba 3,272 $329,500 Mike Knight One Percent Realty                                     931-2456
78628 Georgetown Berry Creek 30229 St. Andrews Drive 4br/2.5ba 3,311 $359,000 Janet Hewlett Moreland Properties 635-0855
78628 Georgetown Berry Creek 21 Meadows End 4br/4ba 4,576 $1,250,000 Janet Hewlett Moreland Properties 635-0855
78626 Georgetown Chisholm Park 1003 Drovers Cove  3br/2ba 968 $110,000 Debbie Fontenette Keller Williams Realty  656-5757
78626 Georgetown Chisholm Park 1009 Drovers Cove  3br/2ba 1,039 $112,900 Debbie Fontenette Keller Williams Realty  656-5757
78626 Georgetown Chisholm Park 1011 Drovers Cove  3br/2ba 1,039 $112,900 Debbie Fontenette Keller Williams Realty  656-5757
78628 Georgetown Country Club 1105 Power Road 3br/2ba 1,536 $145,000 Linda Graves Coldwell Banker United Realtors 784-3942
78628 Georgetown Crestview Addition 1616 Williams Drive C N/A 827 $1300/month Wally Wilson/Bryan Jamison RE/MAX Centx Assoc. LLC 930-4663
78628 Georgetown Crestview Addition 1616 Williams Drive B N/A 504 $800/month Wally Wilson/Bryan Jamison RE/MAX Centx Assoc. LLC 930-4663
78628 Georgetown Escalera Ranch 225 VP Ranch Road N/A N/A $250,000 Annette Wilson/Mark Dillon RE/MAX Centx Assoc. LLC 930-4663
78628 Georgetown Estates of Westlake 608 Marquesa Trail 5br/4ba 3,998 $779,000 Clare Easley Moreland Properties 913-2272
78628 Georgetown Gabriel’s Overlook 124 Park Place Lot 4.17 acres $96,999 Agent - Faith Staires RE/MAX Austin Skyline 426-3115
78628 Georgetown Gabriels Overlook  112 Westview Drive 5br/2.5ba 3,226 $435,000 David R Van Noy Howard Nemetsky 528-0404
78628 Georgetown Georgetown Airport 402 Wright Brothers N/A 15,200 $1,100,000 Don Dungan, Broker Keller Williams  439-3628
78628 Georgetown Georgetown Village 304 Rosedale Blvd. 3br/2ba 1,673 $175,000 Angie Moore ERA-Colonial 297-5534
78626 Georgetown Katy Crossing 710 River Bluff 3br/2ba 1,949 $192,500 Sherri Revier ERA Colonial  769-6000
78626 Georgetown Land/Acreage Hwy. 29 & Ronald Reagan N/A 32 acres $4,878,720 Scott Nicholson/Discovery Realty Group Keller Williams 439-6800
78628 Georgetown Logan Plateau 234 Logan 4br/4.5ba 4,065 $589,425 Katherine Reedholm Keller Williams 964-3010
78628 Georgetown Logan Plateau 240 Logan 4br/4.5ba 4,678 $678,310 Katherine Reedholm Keller Williams 964-3010
78628 Georgetown Logan Plateau 206 Jaydee 5br/5.5ba 5,170 $734,140 Katherine Reedholm Keller Williams 964-3010
78628 Georgetown Logan Plateau 111 Lovie 5br/5.5ba 5,694 $808,548 Katherine Reedholm Keller Williams 964-3010
78626 Georgetown Morrow Addition 1222 S Church St. 3br/1ba 1,694 $219,900 Tommi Larrison coldwell Banker United 630-5777
78626 Georgetown N/A 20502 McShepherd 3br/2ba 1,568 $84,900 Don Wilcox Cornerstone Real Estate, Inc. 507-9689
78628 Georgetown N/A 1603 Northwest Blvd. N/A 9,078 $890,000 Greg Gaynor Marcus & Millichap 338-7835
78633 Georgetown North Lake 103 Harbor Circle 3br/2ba 1,610 $159,000 Annette Wilson/Herschel Powell RE/MAX Centx Assoc. LLC 930-4663
78633 Georgetown North Lake 111 Sheryl Ann Cove 4br/4ba 2,311 $359,900 Texas Bluebonnet Builders Joe Worsham Realtors 809-8683
78628 Georgetown River Bend 3009 Brandy 4br/2.5ba 2,756 $305,000 Sherri Revier ERA Colonial  769-6000
78628 Georgetown River Chase 111 River Chase 3br/2.5 ba 3,178 $550,000 Don Hemingway Crystal Falls Realty 789-3356
78628 Georgetown River Ridge 305 Norwood Drive 4br/2.5ba 2,414 $250,000 Tommi Larrison Coldwell Banker United 630-5777
78628 Georgetown River Ridge 1918 Leander Road N/A 1,692 $310,000 Wally Wilson/Daniel Explorations RE/MAX Centx Assoc. LLC 930-4663
78628 Georgetown Serenada 410 W. Esparada 4br/3ba 2,721 $292,000 Sherri Revier ERA Colonial  769-6000
78626 Georgetown Snyder Addition 1103 Walnut St. 2br/2ba 1,138 $117,500 Clare Easley Moreland Properties 913-2272
78626 Georgetown Stubblefield 8.87 acres 620 Eastview Drive 3br/2ba 1,502 $285,000 Suzanne Bergmann, Realtor Sellstate Summit Realty 639-9438
78633 Georgetown Sun City 303 Rio Grande 3br/2ba 1,666 $199,900 Sherri Revier ERA Colonial  769-6000
78633 Georgetown Sun City 123 Hill Country 2br/2ba 1,822 $210,000 Sherri Revier ERA Colonial  769-6000
78633 Georgetown Sun City 104 Whippoorwill Way 3br/2ba 2,130 $222,000 Brian Schwab N/A 567-4301
78633 Georgetown Sun City 119 Yaupon  3br/2.5ba 2,919 $375,000 Sherri Revier ERA Colonial  769-6000
78633 Georgetown Sun City 500 Dove Hollow 4br/3.5ba 3,008 $499,900 Sherri Revier ERA Colonial  769-6000
78626 Georgetown Sunny Side 102 Klein Court 3br/2ba 1,323 $165,000 Annette Wilson/Mark Kuehne RE/MAX Centx Assoc. LLC 930-4663
78628 Georgetown Thousand Oaks 208 Woodstone Drive 4br/2ba 1,561 $152,900 Annette Wilson/Rod James RE/MAX Centx Assoc. LLC 930-4663
78626 Georgetown Twin Creek Farms 30121 Twin Creek Drive N/A N/A $42,750 Annette Wilson/Michael Wilburn RE/MAX Centx Assoc. LLC 930-4663
78633 Georgetown Twin Springs 401 Twin Springs Road 4br/2.5ba 3,686 $419,900 Steve York York Real Estate Services 275-9675
78626 Georgetown Villages at Berry Creek 7745 Squirrel Hollow 4br/2.5ba 2,601 $199,900 Don Dungan, Broker Keller Williams  439-3628
78633 Georgetown Walnut Springs 120 Layton Way 4br/3ba 2,875 $423,000 Linda Graves Coldwell Banker United Realtors 784-3942
78628 Georgetown Whitetail 204 Buck Bend 3br/2.5ba 2,664 $370,000 Tommi Larrison Coldwell Banker United 630-5777
78634 Hutto Brushy Creek 1103 Blewett 4br/2ba 1,848 $164,990 Eaglewood Homes N/A 846-2979
78634 Hutto Brushy Creek 1504 Uvalde 3br/2ba 2,085 $168,990 Eaglewood Homes N/A 846-2979
78634 Hutto Brushy Creek 1115 Blewett 4br/2ba 1,504 $154,990 Eaglewood Homes N/A 846-2979
78634 Hutto Country Estates   210 Janis Mae 3br/2.5ba 2,162 $145,000 Mikki Singhal Canady Realty 289-4671
78634 Hutto N/A 213 Peaceful Haven Way 3br/2ba 1,918 $157,500 Diane Naivar Cornerstone Real Estate, Inc. 468-5280
78634 Hutto N/A 101 Oman 4br/2.5ba 2,215 $157,900 Don Wilcox Cornerstone Real Estate, Inc. 507-9689
78634 Hutto Riverwalk 400 Creston St. 4br/2ba 1,852 $166,500 Angie Moore ERA-Colonial 297-5534
78634 Hutto Star Ranch 317 Wiltshire Drive 4br/3ba 2,860 $240,000 N/A Wilshire Homes 485-3316
76574 Taylor Brown-Bland-Allen 801 Lexington 2br/1ba 1,815 $145,000 Janette Polach Terra Properties,Inc. 365-5555
76574 Taylor County Road 422 CR 422 N/A 136 acres + lake $599,000 Sherri Revier ERA Colonial  769-6000
76574 Taylor Doak Addition 723 W. Eighth St. 2br/1ba 1,260 $87,000 Juneva Randig Terra Properties,Inc. 365-5555
76574 Taylor G.D. Patterson 829 McClure 3br/2ba 2,245 $225,000 Juneva Randig Terra Properties,Inc. 365-5555
76574 Taylor Gernert 2205 Lee 3br/2ba 2,208 $189,900 Juneva Randig Terra Properties,Inc. 365-5555
76574 Taylor N/A 2710 Davis N/A N/A $79,000 Don Wilcox Cornerstone Real Estate, Inc. 507-9689
76574 Taylor N/A 504 Sturgis 2br/1ba 900 $88,000 Jerry Head Cornerstone Real Estate, Inc. 913-3535
76574 Taylor N/A 3209 Crystal Circle 3br/2ba 1,241 $89,900 Don Wilcox Cornerstone Real Estate, Inc. 507-9689
76574 Taylor N/A 1119 Burkett 2br/1ba 1,735 $99,000 Jerry Head Cornerstone Real Estate, Inc. 913-3535
76574 Taylor N/A 4106 Zion 3br/2ba 1,444 $118,900 Don Wilcox Cornerstone Real Estate, Inc. 507-9689
76574 Taylor N/A 107 W. Mustang 3br/2ba 1,390 $120,000 Sharla Gola Cornerstone Real Estate, Inc. 771-2412
76574 Taylor N/A 2006 Lathan Lane 3br/2ba 1,617 $148,990 Ken Mills Cornerstone Real Estate, Inc. 217-8730
76574 Taylor N/A 1009 Burkett 2br/1ba 2,936 $155,000 Jerry Head Cornerstone Real Estate, Inc. 913-3535
76574 Taylor N/A 803 TH Johnson 3br/2ba 1,695 $168,000 Sharla Gola Cornerstone Real Estate, Inc. 771-2412
76574 Taylor N/A 1404 Sherry Drive 4br/2.5ba 2,512 $198,000 Sharla Gola Cornerstone Real Estate, Inc. 771-2412
76574 Taylor N/A 700 W. Lake Drive 5br/3ba 3,057 $239,500 Sharla Gola Cornerstone Real Estate, Inc. 771-2412
76574 Taylor N/A 432 CR 432 5br/2.5ba 2,576 $309,000 Billy Simank Terra Properties 429-1765
76574 Taylor Zieschang 202 Hosack 3br/2ba 1,836 $89,900 Janette Polach Terra Properties,Inc. 365-5555 
78749 Austin Beckett Place 5515 Davis Lane #72 3br/3ba 1,900 $235,000  Joanne Flynn/Agent Amelia Bullock Realtors 633-7015
78739 Austin Hielscher 7101 Magenta 4br/3.5ba 3,444 $400,000  Goldwater/Burtis Amelia Bullock Realtors 924-9923
78745 Austin Hillside Oaks 900 Hillside Oaks Drive 3br/2ba 1,187 $159,900  Central Metro Properties,LLC N/A 415-6736
78749 Austin Legend Oaks - Active 7913 Siringo Pass 3br/2.5ba 2,154 $243,983  Gary Gentry N/A 732-3865
78749 Austin Maple Run 4507 Manzanillo Drive 3br/2ba 1,391 $189,900  Steve York York Real Estate Services 275-9675
78739 Austin Meridian 12325 Aralia Ridge 4br/3.5ba 3,501 $475,000  Cabrera Webster/Troxell Amelia Bullock Realtors 924-9923
78739 Austin Meridian 7512 Espina 4br/4ba 3,907 $500,000  Agent - Faith Staires RE/MAX Austin Skyline 426-3115
78749 Austin Sendera 4416 Corran Ferry Loop 5br/3ba 2,324 $249,900  Angie Moore ERA-Colonial 297-5534
78745 Austin Shady Hollow 11202 Holster Court 3br/2.5ba 1,906 $229,000 Hal McBroom REALTOR Keller Williams 462-9404 
78749 Austin Village at Western Oaks 6202 La Naranja 3br/2.5ba 1,794 $219,900  Agent - Faith Staires RE/MAX Austin Skyline 426-3115
78613 Cedar Park Carriage Hills 1508 Santana St. 4br/2ba 2,112 $179,900  Marisa Ladd The Samford Group 586-3267
78613 Cedar Park Cedar Park Square 02 1405 Serene Oak 3br/2ba 1,411 $117,500  Gerald L Reichl Howard Nemetsky 528-0404
78613 Cedar Park Cypress Bend 1608 Edelweiss 5br/3ba 3,189 $264,336  Chuma Jerome 1% Realty 423-5507
78613 Cedar Park Forest Oaks 203 Tulip Trail Bend 4br/3.5ba 3,212 $274,746  Susie Davison Amelia Bullock Realtors 698-1997
78613 Cedar Park Forest Oaks  1209 Cardigan St. 3br/2.5ba 2,137 $182,000  Adam & Erica Royder Jame’ Fowler 635-3268
78613 Cedar Park Forest Oaks Sec 12 1302 Walnut Cove 4br/2.5ba 3,330 $300,000  Christi L & Gregory K Harrell Howard Nemetsky 528-0404
78613 Cedar Park Ranch at Deer Creek 1906 Jojoba Drive 3br/2ba 2,542 $279,995  Michele Lopez Homecity Real Estate 825-2752
78613 Cedar Park Rogann Haven 301 Monarch Cove 3br/2ba 2,285 $237,650  Bryan Faircloth Keller Williams Realty 637-8495
78613 Cedar Park Whitestone Oaks 1302 Ravensbrook Drive 5br/3ba 2,854 $278,100  Bruce Jones Taylor Morrison 259-3557

*All square footage is approximate and per tax or appraisal district records.
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78641 Leander Benbrook Ranch 1001 Burgess Drive 4br/3ba 2,230 $177,000  Joan Klausner Amelia Bullock Realtors 569-7489
78641 Leander Block House Creek 2604 South Walker  3br/2ba 1,463 $125,000  Kevin Bierwirth Realtron Inc. 258-0909
78641 Leander Block House Creek 2715 Alexander Drive 3br/2ba 1,561 $140,000  Robyn Mosner Keller Williams Realty 913-5593
78641 Leander Block House Creek 2803 Greenlee Drive 4br/2ba 1,666 $154,900  Patricia Fitzpatrick Amelia Bullock Realtors 925-0161
78641 Leander Block House Creek 2805 Turtle River 4br/2.5ba  $158,000  Mary Boatright RE/MAX Capital City 416-1881
78641 Leander Horizon Park 1807 Kwai Cove 4br/2ba 2,324 $179,900  Steve York York Real Estate Services 275-9675
78641 Leander Lakeline Ranch 2708 Tumbling River 4br/2.5ba 3,008 $199,899 Sheila Hawkins-Bucklew Coldwell Banker United 736-2502
78641 Leander Ridgewood     1302 Yountville 3br/2ba  $179,000  Mary Boatright RE/MAX Capital City 416-1881
78641 Leander Ridgewood South 1011 Downridge 4br/2.5ba 2,160 $167,000  Robert P Johnson Howard Nemetsky 528-0404
78641 Leander Summerlyn 448 Falcon 3br/2ba 1,863 $168,900  Mike Knight 8/26/08 931-2456
78641 Leander Summerlyn 101 Purple Martin Cove 4br/2.5ba 2,604 $170,000  Miguel Martinez N/A 492-5741
78641 Leander Vista Ridge 317 Bonita Court 4br/2.5ba 2,764 $174,000  Brian Kerman RE/MAX Austin Advantage 921-4490
78641 Leander Woods at Crystal Falls 1901 Overland Drive 3br/2.5ba 1,905 $169,950  Don Hemingway Crystal Falls Realty 789-3356
78641 Leander Woods at Mason Creek 717 Honeysuckle 4br/2ba 1,444 $132,000  Don Hemingway Crystal Falls Realty 789-3356
78660 Pflugerville Avalon Park 19513 Moorlynch Avenue 3br/2.5ba 2,553 $265,569  N/A Standard Pacific Homes 990-3190 
78660 Pflugerville Avalon Village 19421 Melwas Way 3br/2ba 1,981 $205,065  N/A Standard Pacific Homes 252-3657 
78660 Pflugerville Blackhawk 20104 Sandpiper Perch Court 5br/3ba 2,767 $322,060  N/A Wilshire Homes 485-3316 
78660 Pflugerville Bluebonnet Acres 1608 Peridot Road 3br/2ba 1,402 $154,950  Paul Quinn NHA Real Estate 947-0070 
78660 Pflugerville Copperfield 12004 Thompkins Drive 3br/2ba 1,393 $119,900  Leslie Jackson/Discovery Realty Group  Keller Williams 431-8446 
78660 Pflugerville Creekside 201 W Custers Creek bend 4br/2ba 2,134 $189,000  Sam Wigginton Five Star GMAC 563-3144 
78660 Pflugerville Fairways /Blackhawk 2305 Dunes Drive 4br/3ba 2,987 $257,500  George Johnson KW Realty  203-2985 
78660 Pflugerville Fairways /Blackhawk 19404 Sea Island  4br/2ba 2,413 $259,500  George Johnson KW Realty  203-2985 
78660 Pflugerville Falcon Pointe 1704 Brandon Keller 4br/2.5ba 2,429 $206,000  Carrie Dunn  Keller Williams 694-5307 
78660 Pflugerville Falcon Pointe 3004 Misty Heights 5br/3ba 4,570 $349,700  Meritage Homes N/A 989-3374 
78660 Pflugerville Falcon Pointe  19313 Sunken Creek 4br/2.5ba 2,565 $215,000  Timothy M Kennedy Howard Nemetsky 528-0404 
78660 Pflugerville Gatlinburg 1201 Dove Haven 4br/2ba 1,671 $164,000  Linda Graves Coldwell Banker United Realtors 784-3942 
78660 Pflugerville Heatherwilde 1001 Hughmont 4br/2.5ba 2,680 $164,900  Larry Lewis Keller Williams Realty 637-8455 
78660 Pflugerville Heatherwilde 1609 Purple Iris Cove 4br/2.5ba 2,608 $209,990  Christy Taylor Keller Williams 507-5632 
78681 Round Rock 2plex 1033 Christopher 3br/2.5ba 1,250 $199,500  Mike Knight One Percent Realty                                     931-2456 
78664 Round Rock Behrens Ranch 2504 Echo Wood Place 4br./2.5ba 3,400 $339,500  Bruce Berman Coldwell Banker United, REALTORS 750-6611 
78681 Round Rock Behrens Ranch 2507 Echo Wood Place 4br/3.5ba 3,690 $343,900  Barbie Wells-Joplin 1% Realty, LLC 924-1897 
78681 Round Rock Behrens Ranch 2407 Arbor Drive 5br/3.5ba 4,389 $379,900  Linda Graves Coldwell Banker United Realtors 784-3942 
78681 Round Rock Cat Hollow 16536 Avaranche Way 5br/4ba 4,122 $289,900  Kevin Phelps Phelps Properties 443-8542 
78664 Round Rock City of Round Rock 207 N. Stone St. 3br/2ba 2,248 $279,000  Jane Chopp Coldwell Banker United, Realtors 422-6868 
78664 Round Rock Downtown 1301 E. Main Streer 4br/2ba 2,181 $165,000  Debbie Fontenette Keller Williams Realty  656-5757 
78664 Round Rock Enclave at Town Centre 2044 Rachel Lane 3br/2ba 1,729 $161,900  Mary Ann Ramsel Crystal Falls Realty 635-6550 
78664 Round Rock Forest Creek 1501 Pinehurst Lane 4br/3.5ba 3,145 $299,500  Carrie Dunn  Keller Williams 694-5307 
78665 Round Rock Laurel Ridge 1309 Terra St. 3br/2ba 1,981 $163,500  Steve York York Real Estate Services 275-9675 
78681 Round Rock Mayfield Ranch 3505 Dolomite Trail  3br/2.5ba 2,224 $252,099  David Weekley Homes N/A 733-6977 
78664 Round Rock Meadows at Campbridge Heights 1906 Tolstoy Circle 3br/2ba 1,730 $156,500  Lesley Wilkes Amelia Bullock Realtors 762-8572 
78664 Round Rock N/A 15 W Nakoma Drive 3br/2ba 2,266 $234,500  Linda Mouser Cornerstone Real Estate, Inc. 775-6489 
78665 Round Rock N/A 1509 Jackie Robinson Place 3br/2ba 1,840 $159,700  Don Wilcox Cornerstone Real Estate, Inc. 507-9689 
78681 Round Rock Walsh Ranch 3304 Alexandrite 5br/4ba 4,173 $482,500  Chuma Jerome 1% Realty 423-5507 

real estate listings

City Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Sq. Ft.* Price Agent AgencyZIP code Phone
leander, PflugerVille and round rock

Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this listing, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. 
Contact the property’s agent/seller for the most current and reliable information. 

3004 Misty Heights, Pflugerville $349,700

1609 Purple Iris Cove, Pflugerville $209,990

1309 Terra Street, Round Rock $163,500

3304 Alexandrite Way, Round Rock $482,500

317 Bonita Court, Leander $174,000


