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by Habeab Kurdi

Golf communities reflect regional growth

Hutto co-op home to 
first farmers market

CONTINUED ON |10

Cimarron Hills and Star Ranch golf com-
munities broke ground in 2000 and now are 
beginning new phases of development to 
diversify their housing options.
Cimarron Hills

When developer Garth Chambers origi-
nally envisioned Cimarron Hills, a nontra-
ditional, 19-hole Jack Nicklaus Signature 
Golf Course and community, the concept 
was unique to the area because there was 
no comparable luxury housing nearby. 
Even today the community and golf course 
remain an upper echelon development in 
the area, according to Howard Kirk, a lo-
cal general contractor who has built several 
homes in Cimarron Hills.

However, with the tech market crash 
hitting in 2001, Chambers went bankrupt 

by Habeab Kurdi

by betH Wade

High gas prices lead 
to lifestyle changes

Story HigHligHtS
• Fuel hikes spark creative solutions For commuters

• restaurants see extra Fees, cities seek “new-technology” businesses

For most, avoiding the commute to work is not really an option, 
but with the rising cost of gasoline, motorists are finding ways to 
ease their pain at the pump.

Based on a recently released labor study from the Hutto Economic 
Development Department, almost 90 percent of Hutto’s workforce 
commutes out of the city limits to work. Similar studies showed 
about 60 percent of Taylor and Georgetown residents commute as 
well, city officials said.

Since the majority of residents leave town for work, they are 
spending plenty of money on gas.
Two wheels to better mileage

Brent Buck traded in his daily commuter Jeep for a more fuel-
efficient vehicle — a scooter. As a truant officer and employee of 
Georgetown Independent School District for 24 years, Buck drives 
his scooter at least 90 miles a day to and from his home in Burnet. 
Scooters range in power, but only 250cc scooters and up are legal on 
Texas highways. Buck’s model tops out at 75 mph and seats two.

“I needed to do something different about the gas mileage because 
I commute,” Buck said. “I kept asking, ‘Will it hold up with me driv-
ing it 90 miles a day?’ I’ve had it four months and put 6,000 miles on 

Development continues at Cimarron Hills and Star Ranch

Education Focus
Georgetown ISD
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after pouring substantial resources into Ci-
marron Hills. The grand plans of a five-star 
golf community rooted around a luxurious 
golf course started to falter, and Cimar-
ron Hills became a sore spot for many in 
Georgetown, Kirk said. 

“That’s what really got Garth: The up-
front cost to put the course in was unbeliev-
able, and the main clientele disappeared for 
a while,” Kirk said. “There’s no question — 
it’s the nicest club north of the river, proba-
bly one of the better ones in Central Texas.”

Plans went unfulfilled for years until 
Phoenix-based Pivotal LLC bought the 
community in 2004 and made the decision 
to complete all the community amenities 
shortly after its purchase.

Previously, most homes were valued in 

CONTINUED ON |12

Future site of The Hutto Mercantile at the Co-op

LoCaL SHoppinG

Hutto residents will have a new place 
to shop at the co-op property at Hwy. 79 
and Short Street. The open-air market, 
named The Hutto Mercantile at the Co-
op, will begin July 12 and go from 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m.

“I am really encouraged by the com-
ments I have had from people and the 
excitement there seems to be out there 
about having something like this in Hut-
to,” Councilwoman Debbie Holland said. 
“It is a good time for this with gas prices 
the way they are.”

The Mercantile will be held every other 
Saturday, but that could change to include 
more dates if there is enough interest.

“[The market] is an ongoing, organic 
structure,” said Mark Gindin, Market-
place Austin chief financial officer. “The 
point of this whole experiment is to see 
what is out there in the local community 
and feature it every week.”

The idea for the market came from 
Gindin, who was working on a project in 
Hutto. Gindin saw potential in the prop-
erty as he drove to work in Round Rock 
each day. He brought the idea to the coun-
cil, and after several meetings, the council 
signed a six-month lease with Gindin’s 
company Marketplace Austin, an indoor 
market that leases space to vendors. 

“The logistics of it and how it appears 
on site are not as important to me as the 
forward-thinking city who has decided to 
showcase itself on its own land,” he said.

The market will have three sections, 
including a farmers market with a variety 
of natural products. Another section will 
feature arts and crafts, and a third section 
will have entertainment, ranging from 
jugglers to musical acts. 

The Hutto Mercantile is temporary, but 
Holland said the lease could be extended. 
The city is working on a permanent plan 
for the co-op site, which could include a 
market, but that has not been finalized, 
Holland said. 
For more information about area farmers 
markets, visit www.impactnews.com.

Residential developments diversify

Cimarron Hills and Star Ranch are expanding 
their housing options by adding different sizes, 
styles and price ranges of homes. With two 
major roads opening recently — Ronald Reagan 
Boulevard west of Cimarron Hills to Williams 
Drive and Toll 130 alongside Star Ranch — both 
communities are preparing for growth.

Scooters and motorcycles are classified by cc, or
cubic centimeters, which denotes the size of the engine. Texas 
law requires that operators of motorcycles and scooters with 
engines larger than 50cc obtain a Class M driver’s license. 
Though not mandatory to obtain a license, a Motorcycle Safety 
Foundation course is recommended and qualifies riders for a 
discount on their insurance. For more information, contact the 
Texas Department of Public Safety Motorcycle Safety Unit at 
424-2021 or visit www.txdps.state.tx.us/msb.

What to know before buying a scooter or motorcycle
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You have so much to gain from losing.

s t d a v i d s . c o m

Obesity is something that many people struggle with everyday. 

Not just physically but emotionally. If you’re overweight and 

want to make changes in your life, our Weight Loss Surgery 

Seminar Series is a step in the right direction. With the help 

of our dedicated team of healthcare professionals, you’ll 

find out exactly how much you have to gain from losing. 

You can do this. You can win the fight against obesity.

TO REGISTER CALL: 512-341-6850

WEIGHT LOSS SURGERY 
SEMINAR SERIES

ST. DAVID’S ROUND ROCK MEDICAL CENTER
2400 Round Rock Ave. Round Rock, TX 78681

22082SD_RndRckBariatrics_2.indd   1 6/2/08   5:27:28 PM
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Most of my childhood activities in-
volved things with wheels. Bicycles and 
skateboards got me through the fourth 
grade, and then go-carts, motorcycles and 
all-terrain vehicles entered into the picture. 
If my dad had a nickel for every mile I put 
on our Honda ATC 70 (a red 70cc three-
wheeler with fat tires and no suspension), 
he could have paid for it many times over. 
Years later, I am fortunate still to have a mo-
torcycle in the garage and a wife who not 
only tolerates my passion for motorcycles, 
but also participates. 

Riding this time of year can be hot, but 
it has a great fringe benefit — 48 miles per 
gallon, to be exact. Lately, I see many more 
bikes and scooters on the road. Most of the 
riders are dressed like they are heading to 

an office somewhere. With the price of gas 
still climbing, I think we’ll continue to see 
more bikes and scooters on the road.

In this issue our new assistant editor, 
Habeab Kurdi, takes an in-depth look at 
how fuel costs are impacting drivers as well 
as businesses. Monument Café owner Rusty 
Winkstern points out that consumers are 
still spending money, but seem to be staying 
closer to home, which benefits local busi-
ness owners.

The high cost of fuel — and economic 
inflation in general — cannot be classified 
as a good thing. In a way, though, this is 
an exciting opportunity: Americans have 
historically responded to adversity and 
difficult times with resolve and innovation. 
It won’t happen overnight, but advances in 
transportation technology will undoubt-
edly stem from our current situation. In 
the meantime, take advantage of some of 
our local restaurants and shops and keep 
an eye out for those of us braving traffic on 
two wheels.
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Georgetown
1  Architect moves 

Residential and commercial architectural 
firm Rick O’Donnell Architect relocated 
offices to 4400 Hwy. 29 W., Ste. C. The new 
office will provide room for expansion and 
easier access for clients. For more informa-
tion, call 864-3515 or visit
www.rickodonnellarchitects.com.

Electric rate increases
The Lower Colorado River Authority ap-
proved a 1-cent increase per kilowatt-hour 
June 18. The rate increase will affect elec-
tricity consumed after June 24. The higher 
rate is a result of the rising costs of the natu-
ral gas used to power three of LCRA’s four 
plants. For more information, call 930-3640 
or visit www.georgetown.org. 

2  Celebrating 80 years 
The Evans, Ewan and Brady Insurance 
Agency, 2404 Williams Drive, celebrates 
its 80th anniversary this year. The agency 
first opened in 1928 as the Galloway Agen-
cy. Ken Ewan, who purchased the business 
in 1979, and his team write auto, home, 
business, boat, life, health and professional 
insurance coverage for Texas businesses 
and individuals. For more information, 
call 869-1511 or visit www.eebins.com. 

3  Bail bonds
Lone Star Bail Bond moved to a new 
location at 406 W. University Ave. in June. 
For more information, call 930-0007 or 
visit www.lonestarbailbond.com.

Evans, Ewan and Brady Insurance Agency staff

4  Wolf Ranch update
Recent openings in Wolf Ranch shopping 
center include Sephora, Eye Masters and 
Smokey Mo’s BBQ. Fusion Med Spa is ex-
pected to open in late July. Construction on 
a new 12,000 sq. ft. building in Wolf Ranch 
is expected to begin in July. Contracted 
tenants include Mama Fu’s Asian House, 
Firehouse Subs, Starbucks, The Vitamin 
Shoppe and Wolf Camera & Video. For 
more information about Wolf Ranch, call 
930-8008 or visit www.simon.com; Sep-
hora, call 868-4960; Eye Masters, 868-8641 
and Smokey Mo’s BBQ, 930-1212. 

5  Website awarded
The redesigned website for the George-
town Public Library was named the 
best in Texas for cities with fewer than 
75,000 people by the Texas Association for 
Municipal Information Officers. The new 
site features a teen blog, web casts from 
the Library of Congress and e-books that 
can be downloaded to an MP3 player. For 
more information, call 930-3551 or visit 
www.library.georgetown.org.

6  Pet care and getaway
Zoot Pet Hospital and Luxury Board-
ing, 3981 W. Hwy. 29, opened its board-
ing July 1 and hospital July 9. The 15,000 
sq. ft. facility includes an animal hospital 
able to treat exotic pets, luxury all-suite 
boarding — no cages — for dogs and cats, 
4 acres of play meadows and a 1,900 sq. ft. 
covered patio. For more information, call 
864-ZOOT or visit www.zootpets.com.

7  Juice your heart out
Keva Juice, a nationally franchised juice and 
smoothie shop, opened at 930 Austin Ave. 
in May. Owners Bob and Linda Huntley will 
celebrate the grand opening July 12 with 
specials and prizes. For more information, 
call 863-7707 or visit www.kevajuice.com. 

8  Law firm moves
Russell and Rodriguez, L.L.P., an envi-
ronmental and utility/municipal law firm, 
will move from 102 W. Morrow St. to 1633 
Williams Drive at the end of July. The firm 
has been representing cities and clients 
from around the state and in Georgetown 
for five years. For more information, call 
930-1317 or visit www.txadminlaw.com. 

9  Blood donation
Save a life this summer by donating a pint 
of blood at the Georgetown Community 
Blood Center, 1015 W. University Ave. in 
Wolf Ranch. The Blood Center of Central 
Texas will open its new facility July 15. For 
more information, call 206-1266 or visit 
www.inyourhands.org. 

10 Biotech conference
Presentations in the areas of life sciences, 
biotechnology and nanotechnology will 
be made at the annual Southwestern 
Regional Life-sciences & Biotechnology 
Conference July 29 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
at Southwestern University’s McCombs 
Campus Center, 1010 McKenzie. Tickets 
are $50 and include lunch. For more infor-
mation, call 864-1891 or visit 
www.texaslifesciences.com. 
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community    events

3rd annual christmas in July 
family fun run/Walk

Benefits the Williamson County Brown Santa Program
Williamson County Southwest Regional Park, 3005 CR 175, 
Leander • 8 a.m. kids run, 12 and younger, 8:30 a.m. 5K 
run/walk, 9-11:30 a.m. family activities 
$10/12 years old and younger, $20/adults • 943-1313 
wilco.sharepointsite.com/PIO/Santa/default.aspx

Georgetown second saturdays
Booths on the Square feature handmade arts 
and crafts, gifts, entertainment, food and more.
Downtown Square, Georgetown
9 a.m.-3 p.m. • 868-8675 
www.dgagtx.com

“alvin and the chipmunks”
Showing at Monday Night Movies

Taylor Public Library Meeting Room, 801 Vance St.
6 p.m. • Free • 352-3434 • www.ci.taylor.tx.us

Hutto concerts in the park
Featuring Mark McKinney

Fritz Park, 400 Park St. • 7 p.m. • Free
759-4000 • www.huttotx.gov

taylor summer reading program 
Jungle Jim and his creatures and creepy-crawlers

Taylor Public Library Meeting Room, 801 Vance St.
10:30 a.m. • Free • 352-3434 • www.ci.taylor.tx.us

“the spiderwick chronicles”
Showing at Taylor Movies in the Park

Murphy Park, 1600 Sycamore St., Taylor
Dusk • Free • 352-3463 • www.ci.taylor.tx.us

international Kitchen
Girls in grades 6-12 learn how to cook 

international foods. 
Hosted by the Georgetown Girl Scouts
Georgetown Girl Scout House, 1511 Laurel
10 a.m.-7p.m. (overnight) • $20/children, $15/adults
930-4915 or 490-2331

Hands on History
130th anniversary of Sam Bass robbery

The Williamson Museum, 716 S. Austin Ave., Georgetown
10 a.m.-3 p.m. • Free • 943-1670 • www.wchm-tx.org

college authority, llc’s college planning class 
College planners help the parents of high school 
sophomores, juniors and seniors
Georgetown Library, 402 W. Eighth St.
10:30 a.m.-noon and 12:30-2 p.m.
Free • 795-0332 • www.collegeauthority.com

seton’s mobile Breast cancer screening 
Free mammograms for uninsured women

Zion Chapel Baptist Church, 612 E. Walnut St., Taylor
By appointment • 505-5528

christopher reich at the library
Author of  “Rules of Deception” speaks

Georgetown Public Library, 402 W. Eighth St. 
2 p.m. • Free • 931-7620 • library.georgetown.org

“the Water Horse”
Showing at Taylor Movies in the Park

Murphy Park, 1600 Sycamore St., Taylor
Dusk • Free • 352-3463

Georgetown first fridays
Art, history and shopping on the Square
Downtown Square, Georgetown
6-8 p.m. • 868-8675 
www.dgagtx.com

“transformers”  (pG-13)
Hutto Movies in the Park

Fritz Park, 400 Park St. 
Sundown • Free • 759-4000 • www.huttotx.gov

national night out
Meet your neighbors while learning about community 
safety with local law enforcement and firemen. To register 
or for more information, visit
www.nationaltownwatch.org/nno.
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News or questions about Georgetown, Hutto or Taylor? 
E-mail bwade@impactnews.com.

Calendar events must be submitted by the 22nd of the 
preceding month. Visit www.impactnews.com.

973

11 Face lift complete
Renovations to Williamsburg Village 
shopping center, at the corner of Williams 
Drive and Booty’s Crossing, were com-
pleted in June. Bourn Partners purchased 
the 106,000 sq. ft. retail center in 2006 and 
began renovations in 2007. Retail space 
ranging from 750 to 35,000 sq. ft. is avail-
able. For more information, call 476-2506.

12 Escape for a while
The Escape Fine Crafts and Gifts is the 
first business on the Square to extend its 
store hours. The store is now open 10 a.m. 
to 8 p.m. on Fridays and Saturdays. Lo-
cated on the Square at 713 S. Main St., The 
Escape offers a wide variety of gift items. 
For more information, call 930-0052 or 
visit www.shoptheescape.com.

13 Blue Hole restorations
Record floods in June 2007 destroyed an 
800-foot section of road, hike and bike 
trail and a retaining wall at Blue Hole 
Park, 100 S. Rock St. The city council 
approved a plan to restore the park’s hike 
and bike trails, but public vehicles will 
no longer be allowed through-access. A 
turnaround is planned for the Rock Street 
entrance. Construction is expected to be-
gin in August. For more information, call 
930-3595 or visit www.georgetown.org.

14 Children’s dental care
Appointments are being taken now for a 
new dental practice specializing in chil-
dren and teen care. First patients will be 
seen Aug. 1. Dentists Kenny Havard and 
Travis Hildebrand will open Georgetown 
Pediatric Dentistry, 4402 Williams Drive, 
Ste. 106. For more, call 869-4100 or visit 
www.georgetownpediatricdentistry.com.

Hutto
Don’t run that red light
At a June 19 meeting, the Hutto City 
Council approved the second reading 
of the photographic traffic enforcement 
ordinance. American Traffic Solutions 
recommended red light cameras be placed 
at eastbound and westbound Hwy. 79 and 
Exchange Boulevard and westbound Hwy. 
79 and North FM 1660. Warnings are 
expected to begin on or before Aug. 12, and 
actual notices to violators will begin Sept. 
11. For more information, call 846-2057. 

Sidewalk improvements
The Hutto City Council approved the 
selection of sidewalk improvement proj-
ects in the Country Estates Subdivision. 
Handicap ramps at street corners will be 
improved, some sidewalks will be repaved 
and construction of new sidewalks will 
begin this summer. For more information, 
call 759-3479.

New kids in school?
Hutto school board members approved 
inter-district transfers in May. This 
process allows nonresident students to 
transfer into the district, which is a new 
practice for the school district. Transfers 
are granted one school year at a time and 
are done through the superintendent’s of-
fice. For more information, call 759-3771 
or visit www.hutto.txed.net. 

15 Chamber showcase
The spotlight will be on local businesses 
at the Hutto Chamber of Commerce’s an-
nual Business Showcase. The Aug. 9 event, 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Hutto Middle 
School, 1005 Exchange Blvd., will have 
75 booths, free giveaways, entertainment, 
door prizes and children’s activities. The 
event is free for community members. For 
more information, call 759-4400. 

Citizen power
The city council passed a resolution June 20 
stating the council’s support for the Com-
missioners Court’s opposition to Waste 
Management’s negotiations with the City 
of Killeen to bring an additional 100,000 
tons of solid waste to the Williamson 
County Landfill each year. The Hutto Citi-
zen’s Group hosted a public forum June 30 
to discuss a possible solution to problems at 
the landfill. For more, call 970-9565 or visit 
www.huttocitizensgroup.org.

Taylor
Better grade
After a number of years at a BBB+ bond 
rating, Taylor’s general obligation debt rat-
ing from Standard & Poor’s was upgraded 
to an A. Standard & Poor’s rating cites 
the city’s good financial management and 
maintenance of strong reserves, despite 
growth pressures, as reasons for the up-
grade. For more information, call 352-5448.

16 Bed and breakfast
Taylor residents Trent and Stacy Doucet 
purchased the Brieger House, 311 Davis 
St., and have renovated it into a three-
room bed and breakfast with décor from 
the early 1900s. The couple will live on the 
third floor and rent rooms on the second 
floor. Expected to open at the end of Au-
gust, the B&B will also provide computers 
and internet. For more information, visit 
www.briegerhouse.com after July 15.

Superior water
The City of Taylor’s drinking water got a 
stamp of approval from the Texas Com-
mission on Environmental Quality, which 
issued a superior rating for the public 
drinking water supply in Taylor. The coun-
cil approved a contract with TCEQ to pub-
licize the superior rating on signs along all 
state-maintained highways into the city. 
For more information, call 352-5448. 

17 Pop that back into place
Chiropractor Sean Seivert opened a new 
practice at 1426 N. Main St. May 1. The 
Taylor Clinic of Specific Chiropractic spe-
cializes in upper cervical techniques. For 
more information, call 352-1300.

18-19

Minuteman Press owner Ty Gibson explains his 
business at the 2007 business showcase.
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golf on the square • georgetown
business    profile

Not many people get to play golf three 
times a week, but when you own a 

golf shop, hitting the links is just one of 
the perks. 

Larry Connell, who has spent 47 years 
working in the college textbook business, 
opened Golf on the Square in 1996. He 
started playing golf and then took over 
management of the Southwestern Uni-
versity golf course. Now an avid golfer for 
16 years, Connell owns the SU bookstore, 
manages SU’s golf course and still makes 
time for Golf on the Square.

“I was on the board of directors for the 

chamber of commerce when we were try-
ing to get Sun City to come here. I realized 
going out to Phoenix and Palm Springs 
that golf shops did well,” Connell said. 
“When we learned that Sun City was com-
ing to town, I had an empty building here 
and already had the golf accounts at the 
college, so I decided to put in a golf shop.”

The shop, which used to be an antiques 
showroom, opened the same week as 
Legacy Hills Golf Course at Sun City.  

“This business was more of a hobby out 
of control [than work],” he said. “I got into 
golf, and I really liked playing. When you 

Golf on the Square
111 e. Seventh St.

869-8714
www.golfonthesquare.biz

by beth Wade
WHeRe To HiT THe LinkS in 
GeoRGeToWn

116432_9214

4.92x6.5

4C

Wells Fargo Home Mortgage is a division of Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. 
© 2008 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. (116432_9214)

Owning a home is still a smart move
with Wells Fargo Home Mortgage.

Wells Fargo Home Mortgage can help you �nd the right mortgage solution for you, with terms and payments 
that �t your budget. And you can apply for a PriorityBuyer® preapproval, so you can tell real estate agents 
and home sellers that you already have �nancing lined up. Seize your someday.SM Talk with your Wells Fargo 
banker about what our historically low interest rates can mean for you, call or visit wellsfargo.com today.

   
 1111 S. Austin Avenue • 512.869.1299   |   2415 Williams Drive • 512.868.8023   

116432_9214 4.92x6.5 4C   1 5/14/08   7:03:47 AM

Owner Larry Connell repairing a golf club

With gas prices at a record high, many people 
do not want to travel far to find entertainment 
opportunities. Golf on the Square’s sales have 
gone up 20 percent from this time last year, 
leaving owner Larry Connell to believe people 
who would have driven to Austin to find golfing 
equipment have chosen to stay close to home.

Berry Creek Country Club
30500 Berry Creek Drive
930-4615 • www.berrycreekcc.com

Cimarron Hills Golf and Country Club
103 Cimarron Hills Trail West
763-1800 • www.cimarronhills.com

Georgetown Country Club
1500 Country Club Road
863-9327
www.georgetowncountryclub.net

Legacy Hills Golf Club
301 Del Webb Blvd.
864-1222

Southwestern University Kurth-Landrum 
Golf Course
Southwestern Boulevard and Hwy. 29
863-1333 • www.southwestern.edu

White Wing Golf Club
151 Dove Hollow
864-1244

play golf you have to concentrate, and you 
really can’t think or worry about other 
things. It helps you forget your stress and 
worries.”

Unlike other golf stores, Connell has a 
stock of demo clubs that he allows cus-
tomers to take out of the store to try out 
before purchasing. Connell even stocks 
left-handed demos, which are hard to find, 
he said.

“No one else lets them take the drivers 
and clubs and leave with them,” he said. “If 
we have any used clubs, we let them take 
them out, hit them and try them before 
they buy. We have trusted people and 
worked with them. We have built a very 
loyal clientele. We try to work with every-
body to get them what they need.”

Other than a large assortment of brand 
name clubs for men, women and youth, 
Connell stocks the store with stand-up and 
golf-cart bags, shirts, shoes, new and used 
balls, gloves, hats, accessories and head 
covers of different styles. Connell said he is 
now selling a lot more women’s clubs.

Connell said he has thought about 
opening other locations near Sun City or 
in Horseshoe Bay near Marble Falls, but he 
does not have plans to expand his golfing 
business just yet.

“Everything works in the space we are 
in now. It works, so we don’t want to fix 
it. This is the business I intend to do into 
my retirement, when I leave Southwestern 
University,” he said. “This is what I will be 
doing as long as I want to work. It is some-
thing fun to do. I plan on being here for a 
very long time.” 29

Golf on 
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J.J.’s window service • hutto
business    profile

After 17 years in Houston with Just 
Windows Services, Louis Najarro de-

cided he wanted to move into the Central 
Texas market. With Hutto’s rapid growth, 
he saw the need for a window business in 
Hutto. Along with his friend Jesse Janasik, 
who owned J.J.’s in Dallas, Najarro opened 
J.J.’s Window Services three years ago.

“We’ve been friends for 12 years, and 
we said, ‘Let’s do it together,’” Najarro 
said. “We came here with $300 to open it. 

J.J.’s Window Service
2225 CR 108

826-2711

WinDoW GLaSS TeRMS

Owner Louis Najarro

by beth Wade

We didn’t want to have to invest so much 
money to see if it was going to go great.”

The company manufactures and installs 
insulated glass for residential and com-
mercial windows. 

“Our major focus in this business is to 
provide the high-performance units for 
people to save money in their homes,” 
Najarro said. “[In older homes], builders 
used to provide the clear glass, which has 
no protection. What we do is go out there 

• Household hazardous waste facility
• No explosives
• No gas cylinders
• Commercial fee-based facility
• Accept cash, Visa & Mastercard
• Paint, chemicals, poisons, fuels, used 
   oil, � lters, appliances, paper, plastic

Hours: 
Thursday & Friday: 8am-5pm
Monday-Wednesday: Open by appointment
Saturday: 8am-12pm
Sunday: Closed

495 CR 156
Georgetown, TX 78626

www.pa-jer.com
e-mail: hugh_tidwell@pa-jer.com A
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and replace those with the high-perfor-
mance unit.”

The company’s high-performance glass 
is designed to reduce inside temperatures 
and prevent the sun’s ultraviolet rays from 
damaging floors.

“Our main goal is to help the state 
reduce the cost of energy, so we can have 
a better future here in Texas,” he said.

In the beginning, the company went 
directly to home builders and was able 
to secure an account with D.R. Horton 
and later Armadillo Homes. Now the 
company works with 70-80 percent of the 
builders in the Austin area to re-glaze, or 
replace, broken window pieces during the 
construction process, Najarro said.

“We are a service company,” he said. 
“With the tornados that went through on 
May 15, we [had a lot of business from 
homeowners]. We are working 20 hours 
a day. We have proved that we can help 
a lot of homeowners. That is why we are 
still one of the good companies to provide 
services to businesses and homeowners.”

The company is located in a 12,000 sq. 
ft. building that houses the window manu-
facturing, storage and office space. All of 
the windows are manufactured on site.

Najarro and Janasik operate a second 
company, Thermotec Glass, which sells the 
window units wholesale to other retailers.

“We have our own salesman that goes 
and knocks on people’s doors trying to 
sell the product to other companies,” 
Najarro said.  

n79
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J.J.’s 
Window Service

Re-glaze 
The replacement of caulk or putty around a pane 
of glass. The term also denotes the replacement 
of a pane of glass within a window unit.

Mullions 
A structural element that separates panes of 
glass within a window. In newer windows, mul-
lions are more commonly a decorative element. 

Lites 
Sometimes spelled “lights,” this refers to the 
number of panes of glass separated by mullions 
in a window unit. 

Tempered glass 
Four to five times harder than normal glass. 
Many building codes require that tempered glass 
be used near entry points because it is harder for 
intruders to break.  

Low-e or Low-e glazing 
Stands for Low-Emittance. A thin layer of color-
less metal is added to reflect infrared and ultra-
violet light. Infrared light is what heats a room, 
while ultraviolet light fades colors.

Double-paned windows 
Two pieces of glass with a small void or airspace 
between them. With a gas-filled void between 
the pieces of glass, the window is much more 
energy efficient.
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To some, the thought of caring for a 
coral aquarium seems like an expen-

sive and time-consuming undertaking. 
Matt Degutis wants people to know, how-
ever, that with the right understanding of 
how to care for an aquarium, it can be easy 
and enjoyable.

“To me [Austin Aqua Farms] is not even 
a business. I love coming to work every 
day [and] working with the corals and the 
fish,” Degutis said. “It is like a giant hobby. 
Sometimes I have to run down to the 
airport to pick stuff up, but that is about as 
bad as it gets.”

Degutis owns Austin Aqua Farms, 
which grows several different types of 
coral species. Once the coral has grown, 
he sells it to stores and individuals.

 “We get the coral in from all over the 
world, but the South Pacific mostly,” he 
said. “We get it in, grow it out and sell it 
in fragments.”

While in high school, Degutis worked at 
a pet store in Austin that eventually closed. 
Degutis knew of an available facility in 
Taylor, and in April 2007, he opened his 
own business.

“At that point, I was going to college, and 
I didn’t know what I wanted to do,” De-
gutis said. “My dad is just as interested in 
this stuff as I am. He has a dental practice 
that he has been doing for 25 years, but he 
loves it here, so he helps me out.”

Degutis runs the 2,800 sq. ft. facility full 
time, monitoring the tanks and processing 
orders. Because of the delicacy of the coral, 
there is a lot to oversee. Degutis must 
regulate the water chemistry, keep the 
water at the right temperature, make sure 
the water flowing into the tanks has been 
purified and maintain the right balance of 
salt in the water, he said.

“There are fish in the big tanks, but they 
are mostly pest control,” Degutis said. 
“They eat algae and bugs off the coral. The 
ones that are for sale are in the back tank. 
Trying to catch fish in the big tank is a 
pain, so I try to keep them separate from 
the corals and rocks.”

There are four large tanks in the facility 
that are used to store and grow the coral. 

austin aqua Farms
1400 W. Second St. 

309-4820
www.austinaquafarms.com

austin aqua farms • taylor
business    profile by beth Wade

Owner Matt Degutis
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Austin
Aqua
Farms

2nd St.

Vernon St.

79

397

Each tank has a variety of coral species, 
including small polyp stony, large polyp 
stony and anemones. Most of the coral is 
from Fiji, Australia and Indonesia.  

 “A lot of this is self-taught. There is a 
lot of stuff online. I read lots of books and 
there is a lot of experimenting,” Degutis 
said. “A reef tank was thought impossible 
to keep until the mid-to-late ’90s. In the 
late ’80s a lot of people wanted to do it, but 
didn’t have success and there weren’t a lot 
of suppliers. It wasn’t until the last 10 to15 
years people started keeping all of the stuff 
thriving, growing and reproducing.”

As the business continues to grow, De-
gutis said he hopes to spend time traveling 
to see the coral in its natural environment.

Clarion Angel from the Isla Clarion in Mexico 
- retails for $2,499

Rose Anemone - retails for $99
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Family Medicine Physicians
Who Understand What FAMILY Is About

Board Certified •  Family Medicine
Extended Hours •  Same Day Appointments

1900 Scenic Dr., Suite 1128
Georgetown, TX 78626

512.864.2911 • www.georgetownfamilymed.com

Dr. Florence SpitlerDr. Kristy Heatly

Diagnosis and Management of Ongoing Medical Conditions
• Heart Disease • High Cholesterol • Diabetes • Hypertension
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Golf communities

the millions at Cimarron Hills, but the new Golf Villa line 
will start in the mid-$400,000s. Semi-custom homes will 
begin around $500,000 and will be built in two phases, a 
Masters and a Champions series.

“All successful communities have a diversified product. 
We were hurt in the past only being custom homes,” said 
Chris Baker, Cimarron Hills sales executive. Pivotal de-
cided to start Cimarron Homes building division, which 
will construct the Golf Vil-
las and semi-custom homes. 
Cimarron Hills is taking res-
ervations on the Golf Villa 
homes and is only building 
on 20 lots, with construc-
tion scheduled to begin in 
September. The reservation 
allows people to pick the 
lot they want and the type 
of home they want to build. 
Construction on the Masters series homes is planned to 
begin by the end of the year.

The new development began with the recently completed 
45,000 sq. ft. clubhouse, which includes a full-service spa, 
multiple dining rooms, terrace room, banquet hall, and men’s 
and women’s locker rooms. The old clubhouse building was 
gutted and turned into a workout facility, and the hike and 
bike trails were finished throughout the community. 

Access to the community increased with the recent open-
ing of Ronald Reagan Boulevard north to Williams Drive.
 Star Ranch

Before Toll 130 was mapped out, developer Tim Tim-

merman pegged the Hutto area as a prime market for 
growth and for a planned golf community. Hutto officials 
in turn determined that they wanted to encourage an al-
most all-inclusive neighborhood, a vision they have since 
implemented into long-range plans.

“It was just synergy from the discussions, [the develop-
ers] showing us their plans and us already talking about 
wanting to see stuff of that nature,” Hutto City Manager Ed 
Broussard said. “It’s one of those happy coincidences that 
came about at the same time.”  

Based on the city’s location, planning and future pros-
pects, Star Ranch was to become a development in tune 

with Hutto’s vision: walkable 
neighborhoods with strong 
community ties. 

Keeping the community 
diverse and connected, an 
apartment complex at Star 
Ranch is currently under 
construction. The 396-unit 
building is scheduled to 
have some units open to 
residents as early as Novem-

ber, according to Trammell Crow managing director Brent 
Stewart. The complex will have high-end luxury units with 
views of the golf course and will offer amenities such as a 
putting green and basketball courts. Units will vary from 
800 to 1,500 sq. ft. and will cost between $800 and $1,300 
per month.

The development also includes retail areas along Toll 
130 to attract local shoppers, Hutto Community Develop-
ment Director Matthew Lewis said. 

“Having one of the premier golf courses in the Central 
Texas area is an asset in itself. We’re proud to have it in 
Hutto,” Broussard said. “One of the things that is needed 

in the Hutto market is higher-end homes and more multi-
family housing. The [golf] course allows for a greater type 
of development than you normally see — an amenity 
[about which] people say, ‘I’d like to live around that.’” 

With the original phase of development near comple-
tion, other opportunities are opening up. Smaller, single-
family lots are available now, with about 15 new hom-
eowners on the land that opened up in last November, 
and additional single-family housing is opening at the far 
west end of the community.

More land was set aside for the recently approved Hutto 
elementary school and more than 30 acres of hike and 
bike trails.

When Toll 130 was originally planned, it would have run 
through the existing Star Ranch golf course. The road was 
altered to allow the community development to continue 
as planned and to be as connected to Hutto as possible.

“Definitely Toll 130’s opening has had an impact. It’s re-
ally opened up our market and changed the whole land-
scape out here,” Timmerman said.  

Technically the community is not in Hutto’s city limits, 
but an agreement was worked out so the city could still 
benefit via tax dollars. 

“We did a limited purpose annexation of the property 
along [FM] 685, but the development probably won’t be ful-
ly annexed into Hutto for another 20 years,” Broussard said.

Plans for a grocery store have been on the horizon for 
years now, as H-E-B owns land in the development. The 
grocery chain was planning a store for Star Ranch, but 
put the plan on hold after purchasing the old Albertsons 
at Red Bud Lane and Gattis School Road. There probably 
will not be a grocery store for another couple of years, 
Timmerman said.

Cimarron Hills master plan Star Ranch master plan
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Plans have been drawn 
for future growth in 
the Jensen Tract, but 
development is not 
on the horizon. Pivotal 
LLC hopes to acquire 
more land for future 
growth.

A water treatment plant 
constructed by Garth Chambers, 
the original developer, provides 
service to Cimarron Hills as well as 
other areas of Georgetown. 

Of the 600 lots available in the first 
three phases, 325 lots have been sold 
and 100 homes are occupied.

125-foot Masters Series home 
sites will be near the 16th 
green and will be for sale by 
the end of the year.

The 80-foot Champions Series home sites will 
be along the 15th fairway. No starting date for 
construction has been announced.

Twenty Golf Villa homes are 
scheduled to be available for 
sale before Jan.1.

This undeveloped land 
may become phase four; 
there are no current 
plans for building.

Most of the community’s residents live 
in the completed phase one, which has 
about 150 homes. Homes are in the 
$200,000s.

New phase of development opened in 
November 2007, with homes in the low 
$200,000s on 50-foot lots instead of 
60-foot lots as in phase one. 

This land was set aside 
for inclusion in the 
regional system of trails 
that connects Hutto and 
Round Rock.

H-E-B owns this land, and other retail 
plots are attracting interest from banks, 
shops and medical offices.

New apartments broke ground in 
March with units available beginning 
in November. 

Site of future Hutto ISD 
elementary school

Future retail development

“The [golf] course allows for a greater type 
of development than you normally see — an 
amenity [about which] people say, ‘I’d like to 
live around that.’” 

 — Ed Broussard
Hutto City Manager
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Gas prices
it. And it’s just running great.”

Buck estimates he averages 67 miles per 
gallon and spends roughly $11 on a tank of 
gas. He was concerned about the size and 
visibility of a scooter on a highway at first, 
but said those are just misconceptions.

“Actually, it’s a lot bigger than people 
think. It’s pretty solid,” Buck said. “The tires 
are small and fat. I feel very comfortable. 
I was concerned [because] I ride it pretty 
hard, but I’ve been real happy with mine. I 
wish everybody was on scooters, obviously.”

FlipSide CycleMart owner Harry Reyn-
olds carries custom motorcycles and 
scooters. Reynolds delayed his opening 
until February to ensure he had a large in-
ventory and selection of scooters.

“Our sales are definitely up; our traffic 
is definitely up in the store. It’s amazing,” 
Reynolds said. “People are coming in for the 
right reason: for the gas prices. I wouldn’t 
sell scooters unless gas prices were high.”
The trek out of town

Vicki Hanacik has commuted from Tay-
lor into Austin for more than 30 years. Her 
commute used to take her down FM 973 
to Hwy. 290 and into the Austin-Westlake 
area. With toll roads now open, Hanacik 
said she gladly pays tolls to drive nonstop 
into Austin.

“I am definitely seeing an increase in the 
traffic on the toll road. It is worth it to me to 
pay that little bit,” she said. 

As senior vice president for PlainsCapital 
Bank, Hanacik has seen some of her col-
leagues change driving habits and even trade 
in their cars for hybrids. Though she is aware 
of the rising fuel prices, Hanacik has stuck to 
her car of choice, a Chevrolet Tahoe, while 
changing other driving habits. 

“It would be nice to have a more fuel-ef-
ficient car, but I like the luxury of having a 
big car and the safety,” she said. “With the 
gas increase, I find myself trying to not leave 
work at lunchtime, trying not to make un-
necessary trips within [Austin].”

On the ride back to Taylor, traffic can be 
unpredictable. Many times traffic starts to 
back up on MoPac, at which point Hanacik 
will opt to avoid it by taking side streets all 

the way to Decker Lane. Then she takes Hwy. 
290 through Manor to FM 973.

“Traffic has increased triple-fold in the 
years that I have been traveling,” she said. 
“I love my job. I like where I work. I just 
feel like it’s a necessary evil that I have to 
commute.”
Local shopping

People are shopping locally more of-
ten,  according to Georgetown Chamber of 
Commerce President Mel Pendland. Pend-
land said he believes with gas prices at their 
current levels, residents could be reluctant 
to drive for entertainment and dining.

“More people are less inclined to drive 
elsewhere for things they can find in George-
town,” Pendland said. “In the long term it 
will encourage people to stay where they 
work, or vise versa. So it is doubly important 
for us to build up the local job market.”

The high fuel prices could be a good thing 
for bringing new businesses to Georgetown, 
Pendland said, as attracting businesses at the 
forefront of new auto technologies is a high 
priority for the city.

“The most direct impact we see is for 
commuters, and there is a good amount of 
them,” he said. “People are trending towards 
a society with smaller vehicles, with better 
gas mileage like hybrids and other cross-over 
technologies. And that may be a fit because 
Georgetown is considered [a development 
destination] by people in those industries. 
Surely we’re very interested as well where 
that’s concerned.”

At Georgetown’s Monument Café, sales 
are on par with those from a year ago, lead-
ing owner Rusty Winkstern also to think 
people might be staying closer to home 
when they go out. With the increases in gas 
prices affecting distributors, food grow-
ers and surrounding service industries, he 
said fuel surcharges are adding up to more 
than $300 a month, whereas they rarely ap-
proached $20 a month in his previous 20 
years working. 

“Even repair and service people are charg-
ing just to show up at the door and then 
[have] a fuel charge as well,” he said. “If 
there’s any good thing about it, it’s that folks 
will be staying home more and developers 
and consumers will look local.”
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PERPETUAL RETROGRADE CALENDAR

www.tagheuer.com

TH 0603_08 QuenansCmtyImpactNews2.375x6.5_0624.indd   16/30/08   12:35:45 PM

NOW OPEN 24/7 FOR ALL OF YOUR 
ANIMAL EMERGENCY NEEDS

Se
rv

ic
e 

Ro
ad

Texas

N
. M

ays

3406

79
N

Drive sensibly

proper maintenance

Replace air filters

proper tire inflation

use correct motor oil

Remove excess weight

Maintain a constant speed to conserve gasoline. 
Speeding, rapid acceleration and stop-start 
driving can lower efficiency by 33 percent on 
the highway and 5 percent in town. 

Fuel economy benefit: 
5-33%

Equivalent gasoline savings: 
$0.20-$1.35/gallon

Keep your car properly tuned and fix 
minor problems in a timely manner. Fuel 
efficiency benefits vary based on the type of 
maintenance needed. Fixing serious problems, 
such as a faulty oxygen sensor, can improve 
efficiency by as much as 40 percent. 

Fuel economy benefit: 
up to 40%

Equivalent gasoline savings: 
$0.16-$1.63/gallon

Check and replace air filters regularly. Clean 
filters also protect the engine.

Fuel economy benefit: 
up to 10%

Equivalent gasoline savings: 
up to $0.41/gallon

Maintain the correct tire pressure. Even a 
small drop in air pressure will create extra 
drag. Properly inflated tires are also safer and 
will last longer. A sticker with the vehicle’s 
recommended tire pressure can be found on 
the driver’s side door.

Fuel economy benefit: 
up to 3%

Equivalent gasoline savings: 
up to $0.12/gallon

Use the manufacturer’s recommended grade 
of motor oil. Using the wrong grade — for 
example, 10W-30 in an engine designed for 
5W-30 — can lower gas mileage by 1-2 percent. 
Look for oil that says “Energy Conserving” on 
the API performance label. These oils have 
additives that reduce friction.

Fuel economy benefit: 
1-2%

Equivalent gasoline savings: 
$0.04-$0.08/gallon

Remove any excess weight from inside the 
vehicle or truck bed. Every extra 100 lbs. in a 
vehicle can lower efficiency by 2 percent. Extra 
weight affects smaller cars more than larger 
ones.

Fuel economy benefit: 
1-2% per 100 lbs.

Equivalent gasoline savings: 
$0.04-$0.08/gallon

*all savings are based on a fuel price of $4.08/gallon.

Source: www.fueleconomy.gov

Gas mileage tips

nitrogen-filled tires

With the average gas price nearing $4 a gallon, 
people are looking for ways to lower fuel costs. 
The following tips can help you maintain your 
vehicle’s peak fuel efficiency.

alternative fuel vehicles run on at least one 
alternative fuel. AFVs are available in a variety of 
models ranging from sedans, SUVs, pickup trucks 
and vans to heavy-duty buses and trucks.

electric vehicles run on electricity.
Flexible-fuel (flex-fuel) vehicles operate on 
gasoline, E85, which is 85 percent ethanol and 15 
percent gasoline, or a mixture of both.
natural gas vehicles are fueled with natural gas.
propane vehicles are fueled with propane.
Diesel vehicles are now considered to be 
advanced fuel-efficient vehicles because they 
run on ultra-low sulfur diesel (ULSD), a clean 
burning fuel. Most diesel vehicles can run on 
biodiesel blends without engine modification.

advanced vehicles
Hybrid electric vehicles (hybrids) typically 
combine the internal combustion engine of a 
conventional vehicle with a battery and electric 
motor.
plug-in hybrid electric vehicles plug into the 
electric grid and can be powered by the stored 
electricity alone. These engines enable great 
driving range and battery recharging.
Fuel cell vehicles are fueled with hydrogen.

Source: U.S. Department of Energy, www.eere.energy.gov/afdc

Low tire pressure is a cause 
of poor fuel efficiency, 
according to Frank Buzz, 
shop foreman at Covert 
Ford of Hutto. As more of 
the tire’s surface touches 
the ground, it creates more 
resistance, which works the 
engine harder and in turn, 
burns more fuel, he said.

Rather than filling tires with 
regular air, some drivers are 
using nitrogen. Regular air 
includes nitrogen, oxygen, 
other gases and water vapor, 
which leak out of tires more 
easily. Oxygen can deteriorate the inside of a tire, 
creating opportunities for the air to leak out and 
shorten a tire’s lifespan. 

Filling tires with nitrogen can keep tires at a 
relatively constant pressure because it does not 
expand or contract as much with heat, Buzz said. 
It is used in a lot of aircraft tires and race cars, like 
those at NASCAR.

Buzz said it costs $40 to fill four tires with 
nitrogen and, if needed, customers can come 
back anytime within a year to get their tires 
refilled for free.

Glossary
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www.firsttexas-gtwn.com

900 S. Austin Ave.
863-2567

5321 Williams Dr.
869-8910

At First Texas Bank,

it’s all about people.

Why First
Texas Bank?

721 Hwy. 183
778-5757

480 Del Webb Blvd.
864-0379

“As a community based nonprofit agency, being good
stewards of the resources given to us to help our

neighbors in need is important. First Texas Bank helps
us manage these funds. The staff is consistently

very professional and very friendly.
We particularly appreciate the employees who

volunteer at The Caring Place.

Thank you, First Texas Bank, for all you do for
our community.”

Donald Loving, Executive Director of The Caring Place,
his committed staff, and their First Texas Bank team:

Lauri Tulloch, Kelly England, and Mark Lehnick

2000 Railroad Street
Georgetown, Texas  78626
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Cedar Breaks

• Thymes            • Stationary
• Baggallini Bags      • Home Décor
• Beautiful hostess gifts

CARD MART
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Open House August 2, 2008
to include a book signing 

by Kay McConaughey 
(Matthew McConaughey’s mother) 

from 10a.m.-2p.m.

by beth Wade

wildfire  • georgetown
neighborhood    dining by  Kara Vaught

The aromas of applewood, mesquite 
and hickory smoke mingle in the air 

of Wildfire’s banquet room as owner Bill 
Cox and I sit down to talk about the restau-
rant. I’m stuffed from my supper, but the 
smell makes me want to order again.

This month, Wildfire celebrates 12 years 
in business in Georgetown’s historic down-
town. Cox said he named the restaurant 
after his chefs’ method of cooking over 
oak logs, allowing the smoke from three 
distinct woods to flavor the dishes.

The restaurant is divided into three 
sections: a bar featuring rock music from 
the ’60s and ’70s; main dining room with 
big private booths and candlelight; and 
a banquet room where groups gather to 
celebrate or collaborate.

My husband and I ordered Crispy 
Parmesan Breaded Polenta Wedges ($8) 
served with Cabernet wild mushrooms, 
spinach, feta cheese and tomato olive salsa 
fresco. I loved the zing of the feta and 
olives with the more delicate polenta, an 
Italian staple made of cornmeal.

The Flame Seared Australian Rack of 
Lamb ($29) with Gorgonzola potatoes, 
garlic spinach, red chili wild mushroom 
demi-glace and tostada onions was as good 
as the presentation. The lamb was tender 
and juicy, and the high-class onion rings 
were a fun and delicious topping.

After seriously considering the Bone-In 
Cowboy Ribeye ($26), American Bison 
Strip Loin ($25) and the Oak Fired Elk 
Tenderloin ($26), my husband chose the 
ribeye. It came with Texas Pecan Green 
Beans and Anaheim Bacon Cheddar Red 
Bliss Mash Potatoes, making for a very 
satisfying meat and potatoes dinner — and 
lunch the following day.

I veered off my usual chocolate course for 
the Buttercream Carrot Cake ($7) while my 
husband ordered Dulce de Lece Cheesecake 
($8) for dessert. Neither of those made it 
out of the building as leftovers.

Cox said his goal is to 
create a family environ-
ment with his staff and 
customers.

“I have no children, so 
these really are my kids,” 
he said. “My sous-chefs 
worked with me before 
I owned Wildfire, and 
they said if I ever started 
my own restaurant, they 
wanted to come with me. 
They left better paying jobs 
to work here.”

Most of Wildfire’s 
kitchen staff has worked 
there since it opened, 
something quite unusual in 
the business. 

Beginning his career as 
a 15-year-old dishwasher, 
Cox was later promoted 
to “salad preparation 
engineer.” He continued to 
work in restaurants while 
majoring in architecture 
at the Georgia Institute of 
Technology and then aero-
space engineering at the 

Wildfire
 812 S. austin ave., Georgetown

869-FiRe
Mon.-Sat. 11 a.m.-10p.m.

Sun. 10 a.m.-9 p.m.
www.wildfiretexas.com

HiSToRiCaL BuiLDinG

Owner Bill Cox

University of Texas. One day, he realized it 
was the restaurant business he loved.

Nine months ago, Cox broadened the 
Wildfire brand by opening Sparky’s Smoke-
house in Sun City, a casual version of the 
original restaurant.

Wildfire is also now promoting its 
catering abilities, once reserved for regular 
customers who knew to ask.

As for other restaurants moving into 
downtown, Cox said he welcomes them.

“People ask if I get worried about com-
petition, but the others are locally owned 
places and good neighbors, and more activ-
ity downtown just draws more people here.”

29

Wildfire

university ave.

S. a
ustin a

ve.

M
ain  St.

8th St.

7th St.

Wildfire is located in two buildings originally 
constructed in about 1920. Over the years, they 
housed a clothing store, Piggly Wiggly grocery 
store, a meat market, air conditioning and 
electrical service company, a Sears and Roebuck 
catalog store and business offices.

One of Wildfire’s neighbors in the historic 
Georgetown Square is the Palace Theatre, an 
Art Deco-style building constructed in 1925. 
Wildfire owner Bill Cox said he occasionally 
steps next door to relax and watch the cast of 
an upcoming play rehearse.
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THe GeoRGeToWn pRoJeCT
nonprofit     profile by beth Wade

A group of educators, concerned citizens and busi-
ness owners work to create a city where no child is 

hungry, hurt, alone or rejected. The Georgetown Project, 
organized in 1997, is always looking for new resources 
and ways to help with this mission.

“The concept was to bring the community together 
to address issues that relate to young people,” said Gene 
Davenport, The Georgetown Project executive director. 
“It is about a vision for kids, and it is about the com-
munity coming together to make that vision a reality. As 
an educator for 45 years, [during] which I was a school 
superintendent for 11 years and worked as an executive at 
the state level, [I know] it is powerful for a community to 
embrace the children.” 

The nonprofit has identified problems relating to chil-
dren in the community and tried to find solutions. 

A substance abuse prevention program that includes 
media campaigns and alternative activities at the recre-
ation center has addressed problems such as drug and 
alcohol abuse. The group also began a Youth Action 
Council to help promote and develop youth leadership 
in Georgetown.

“We started by focusing on behavior issues and sub-
stance abuse, but slowly we worked through that and 
other entities took on the responsibilities. We just kept 
moving on to other issues,” Davenport said. “We try to 
promote programs and activities that seek to solve issues 
and keep moving. It is ever evolving, and who knows 

The Georgetown Project Executive Director 
Gene Davenport (far right) and National Youth 
Service Day participants

Participant in Creative Kids, part of the Bridges to Growth program

The Georgetown project
507 e. university ave., 

Georgetown
943-5198

www.georgetownproject.com

what’s around the corner. 
The common thread is 
always looking at what is 
happening to the kids.”

Most school districts have 
partnership groups that 
work with businesses to help 
raise money. In George-
town, that is the Partners in 
Education. The Georgetown 
Project is a unique model 
because there are not a lot of 
similar groups working with 
youth, Davenport said. 

“This community has two 
organizations focused on 
building the community 
around kids and support-
ing the schools and kids,” 
he said. 

The group identified a 
problem with homeless-
ness in Georgetown ISD 
approximately one year ago. 
The Georgetown Project 
began Hope for the Home-

less and held a forum at Southwestern University to 
discuss the issue.

According to the Williamson County Homelessness 
Taskforce and The Georgetown Project, homeless children 
are children who are at a high risk of becoming homeless, 
those who lack a fixed residence after school or those who 
are sharing housing with another family due to a lack of 
housing options. 

In 2006 there were 233 children identified as homeless 
in Georgetown. In 2007 there were approximately 170. 

“The Georgetown Project Board set a goal of annually 
supporting these kids financially because they have a lot 
of needs — school supplies, clothes, personal ameni-
ties — but also we have set in motion a task force to start 
trying to solve the problem,” Davenport said. “It is one 
thing to help homeless kids and another to do away with 
homelessness so that eventually we would see it at zero 
[homeless children in Georgetown]. We are trying to get 
the [city] to put its mind around what we need to do in 
Georgetown to [find housing for those children].”

Davenport and his staff use offices located in Williams 
Elementary School’s annex building. Georgetown ISD 
provided this location through the project and the school 
district’s working partnership and allows The Georgetown 
Project to direct funds normally used for rent and utilities 
to its programs.

Donations along with state, federal and private grants 
provide the funding for the project’s operations. 

kiD FRienDLy pRoGRaMS
The Georgetown project has several programs to help children 
who would otherwise have a difficult time attending similar 
activities, executive director Gene Davenport said. 
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kid City – provides a summer program for children K-fifth 
grade that are eligible for the Georgetown ISD free and 
reduced lunch program. 
after School assistance program – a joint project with GISD 
that targets middle school-age children who would go home 
to a “latch-key kid” situation.
Bridges to Growth Resource Center – focuses on parent 
education for parents who do not have opportunities to get 
support or materials to be good parents. The center also 
offers monthly workshops for local childcare providers, parent 
education classes and age-appropriate, early childhood activities. 
Hope for the Homeless – helps kids who are at a high risk of 
becoming homeless, those who lack a fixed residence after 
school or those who share housing with another family due to 
a lack of housing options.
youth action Council – promotes youth leadership 
development, community service learning and inter-
generational activities. 
For more information on these and other programs, visit 
www.georgetownproject.com.

aSSeTS neeDeD To SuCCeeD
The Search institute, a nonprofit group that compiles research 
about children, identified 40 developmental assets that are 
necessary for young people to succeed, Georgetown Project 
Executive Director Gene Davenport said. The more assets 
students have, the more likely they are to succeed. 

asset categories include:
Support – providing support from family members, 
relationships with adults, the community and the school
empowerment – letting youth know that the community 
thinks they are important
Boundaries and expectations – setting up rules and helping 
youth follow them
Constructive use of time – investing in activities that help 
youth grow and stay out of trouble
Commitment to learning – acting on the belief that learning is 
important throughout life
positive values – demonstrating the need to have strong 
morals and the ability to act on them
Social competence – the need to have everyday social skills
positive identity – the need to know their strength and 
purpose for the future
A full list of assets can be found at www.georgetownproject.com.
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3981 Highway 29 West, Georgetown

WWW.ZOOTPETS.COM

“Peace of Mind”

Get Out Of Town.

Your Pet Will 
Thank You.

Introducing 
Zoot Pet Hospital + Luxury Boarding

Zoot Pet Hospital + Luxury Boarding
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aViaTion in WiLLiaMSon CounTy - paRT 1: GeoRGeToWn MuniCipaL aiRpoRT 
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The Georgetown Municipal Airport 
encompasses approximately 600 acres 
near the intersection of Lakeway Drive 
and Airport Road. In 1942, the city 
purchased the land and the Zachry 
Corporation constructed the runways 
and original facilities at the direction 
of the Army Corps of Engineers. The 
airport was originally intended to be a 
training facility for the Army Air Corp, 
however, World War II concluded before 
the airport was completed. The airport is 
home to approximately 20 FBOs (fixed-
base operations). These businesses 
sign long-term ground leases with the 
city, but own their facilities. Many of 
these businesses serve clients from 
around the world. The Georgetown 
Airport is financially self-sufficient; 
no tax dollars are used to fund 
maintenance, improvements or other 
projects. A recent Texas Department 
of Transportation study found that the 
airport directly supports more than 140 
aviation-related jobs, with a combined 
payroll of approximately $6 million. The 
direct economic output attributable to 
the airport and related jobs is estimated 
to be more than $44.6 million. Travis 
McLain is the airport manager and has 
served in that capacity since 1985. He 
can be reached at 930-3666.

Jet Black offers comprehensive 
maintenance and repair services 
for all kinds of fixed-wing and 
rotary-wing aircraft. Their services 
are critical due to the maintenance-
intensive nature of most aircraft. 
www.jetblackfs.com 

The control tower was completed 
in October and has added to the 
safety of flight operations at the 
airport. With an estimated 300 
to 400 flights per month, McLain 
describes the control tower’s 
function “like a police officer at an 
intersection, directing traffic so it’s 
safer for everyone.” The tower is 
manned from 7 a.m. to 11 p.m., 365 
days a year.

pilot’s Choice aviation is a full-
service flight school that has been 
in business since 1986. Owner Beth 
Jenkins employs instructors and 
mechanics and has a fleet of 14 
airplanes. Students come from all 
over the country to receive basic 
certification, advanced instruction 
or to be trained as an instructor. For 
existing pilots, Pilot’s Choice offers 
rental airplanes at reasonable rates. 
For more information on becoming 
a pilot, call 869-1759 or visit 
www.pilotschoice.com.

Leather Specialties has been 
creating custom aircraft interiors 
for more than 20 years. Owner 
Bruce Lavorgna can update and 
customize seats, carpet, cabinets, 
headliners and interior panels. Call 
863-3500 or visit 
www.leatherspecialties.net.

Central Texas avionics services 
aircraft instruments and upgrades 
private and corporate aircraft. 
www.ctavionics.com. 

Cannon aviation is a locally 
owned company that purchases, 
refurbishes and sells turbine-
powered helicopters. Owner Scott 
Cannon has sold helicopters to 
customers in 30 countries on every 
continent except Antarctica. Used 
helicopters range in price from 
$500,000 to $10 million, but the 
majority of Cannon’s business falls 
between $1 million and $3 million.  
www.rotorsales.com 

In business for more than 35 years, 
Gantt aviation is synonymous with 
the Georgetown Airport. Founder 
Johnny Gantt started the company 
in 1976, and today his son, Jay 
Gantt, serves as president. Gantt 
Aviation purchases and sells jets 
and turboprop aircraft worldwide. 
Gantt Aviation employs 13 people 
and is the oldest business at the 
Georgetown Airport. For more, visit 
www.ganttaviation.com. 

When basic pilots are ready to take 
the next step in training, iFR Flight 
Training School provides advanced 
instrument flight certification. 
Owner Mark Wilson has been a pilot 
since 1965 and a certified flight 
instructor since 1968. Call 252-2211 
or visit www.flyifr.com. 

Genesis Flight academy offers 
aircraft rental, annual flight reviews 
and FAA-certified training for 
beginning pilots, commercial pilots 
and pilots seeking an instrument 
rating. They also offer a “Discovery 

New air traffic control tower

Cannon Aviation

Pilot’s Choice Aviation

Gantt Aviation

Flight” for $49. Call 931-0330 or visit 
www.genesisflightacademy.com. 

Century Turbines offers 
comprehensive service and repair 
of jet turbine engines. Owners 
Winthrop W. Aldrich and Rickey L. 
Peterson have been in the aviation 
service business since 1983. 
www.centuryturbines.com

pHi air Medical is a stand-alone, 
private air ambulance that operates 
in cooperation with Williamson 
County EMS. The EC135 helicopter 
is essentially a “flying ICU” and 
is the only air EMS service that 
carries and can administer blood 
to patients in flight. The flight crew 
consists of a pilot, a flight nurse and 
a flight paramedic. They average 
two to three flights per day and 
flew 58 missions in June. PHI offers 
the same air medical service to 
Williamson County citizens that 
STAR Flight offers in Travis County, 
with one exception: PHI is not 
funded by tax dollars, and a citizen 
will only pay for the services if they 
are used. www.phihelico.com

Look for Aviation in Williamson County - Part 2: 
Taylor Municipal Airport  in next month’s issue.

In 1991, Lakeway Drive was realigned to make room 
for the extension of the main runway. In order to 
increase safety and accommodate larger aircraft, 
runway 36 was extended from 4,100 to 5,000 feet.
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road    test by tonya Kerr
Kerr is a former TV news anchor and congressional press secretary. 

Contact her at roadtest@impactnews.com.

It takes a certain car enthusiast to appreciate the subtle-
ties of the 2008 Saab 9-3 convertible, and many critics 

have called this year’s redesign the best Saab convertible 
ever made. Test-driving this distinguished looking ragtop 
around Central Texas roadways opened my eyes to a whole 
new experience.

To understand the turbo-charged feeling of driving 
this type of car, you have to remember that the Swedish 
manufacturer has been emphasizing aerodynamic design 
since the 1940s when 16 of its aircraft engineers (only one 
of whom had a driver’s license) designed and hand built 
the first Saab automobile. Saab is a Swedish acronym that 
stands for “Swedish Aircraft Company.”

For more than 60 years, Saab designers have taken 
credit for industry innovations such as turbo engines, 
heated seats, side-impact protection systems and even 
disappearing cup holders. The cockpit-inspired interiors 
coupled with the aerodynamic look of a Saab keep cus-
tomers coming back.

In fact, during my test drive, I met more Saab enthusi-
asts than I knew existed. These people would stop me in 
parking lots or walk into my driveway and proceed not to 
ask about, but to tell me about the car I was driving. For 
one week, I drove a white 2008 Saab 9-3 convertible with 
a beautiful bone-colored leather interior (loved those light 
colors when the top was down in the Texas sun). Avail-
able in both the base 2.OT and Aero versions, the price 
starts at $38,965. A fully loaded Aero model can climb 
up to nearly $50,000. The sticker on my 2.OT convertible 

2008 Saab 9-3 convertible 
MSRp: $38,965-$45,640 

MpG: 18 city / 24 highway 

Roger Beasley Saab is located in the heart of the North Austin 
stretch of US 183 where car dealerships line the north and 
southbound frontage roads; however, you won’t spot it from the 
freeway. That’s because Austin’s only Saab dealership is tucked 
away on Pond Springs Road, which runs parallel to US 183 and 
where only the true Saab enthusiast knows to go looking.

“Our customers are highly educated, and they know what they want 
to buy before they start driving to our dealership,” said Alexander D. 
Nieto, general manager of Roger Beasley Saab. “Once they step inside 
the showroom, we want their entire experience to be tranquil and 
comfortable.”

Nieto says the showroom’s open-concept design and Scandinavian 
architecture help achieve that peaceful feeling. Even the furniture, 
including the employees’ chairs, is Swedish designed.  

“There’s a lot of effort put into our professional and low-key sales 
approach,” Nieto said. “Saab customers in Austin are some of the 
highest percentage of internet shoppers in the nation. Once they 
walk into our showroom, they expect calm and straight talk.”

Nieto says the “proof is in the pudding” when you see the solid 
glass wall separating the showroom and the service center. He 
points out that the unusually clean and organized garage is just 
one example of the integrity behind Saab’s service and products.

“The Saab customer demographic is Austin,” Nieto said. “About 80 
percent of our principal drivers are women. They want a lot of car 
for their money, safety is a top concern and they want their driving 
experience to be fun.” 

Nieto said he’s constantly taken back, but not surprised, by the 
tenacity of the typical Saab customer. 

“Yes, they’re enthusiasts,” he said. “We give them every reason to be.”

Roger Beasley Saab
12925 Pond Springs Road

219-3100 • www.saabaustin.com

Dealer facts:
• Showroom with Wi-Fi and a glass wall overlooking the 
service center 

• Awards for customer service and outstanding dealership 
achievements 

• 125 new-car inventory 

• Community involvement: Dell Children’s Hospital, Concordia 
University and youth-oriented programs 

• $38,965-$50,000 price range

was $41,610, with add-
ons like heated seats, 
high-pressure headlamp 
washers and an auto-
matic transmission.

The 2-liter, four-
cylinder turbocharged 
engine boasted 210 
horsepower and acceler-
ated to 60 mph in about 
10 seconds (although 
brochures claim eight 
seconds tops). While 
the acceleration never 
felt extremely powerful, 
it did feel solid, and the 
five-speed automatic 
was smooth as it shifted 
gears.

I took this car 232 
miles on a full tank of 
gas, an average of about 
20 miles per gallon. The 
Environmental Protec-
tion Agency estimates 
the 9-3 convertible gets 
18 mpg in the city and 

24 mpg on the highway. Another estimate on the sticker 
caught my eye, which I’m sure is similar industry-wide: 
The “Estimated Annual Fuel Cost” has failed to keep up 
with our tough economic times and still lists a gallon of 
gasoline for 2008 at $3 per gallon.

As much fun as my family had driving around town 
with the top down, the four-seater car was only big 
enough for my three kids and me. I had to leave my hus-
band at home.

As for safety, the Saab 9-3 comes with standard four-
wheel anti-lock disc brakes with electronic brake force 
distribution, which varies the amount of force applied 
to each brake. The car also comes with traction control, 
active head restraints and front-side air bags. Pop-up roll 
bars are ready, just in case, behind the rear seat headrests 
and are guaranteed to deploy automatically if the car 
flips.

Our favorite time for this car in Central Texas was early 
morning and early evening. My kids took turns hold-
ing the simple, one-touch button to open and close the 
convertible top. It was effortless. I secretly kept my fingers 
crossed for rain, so that I could test the rain-sensing wip-
ers. 

In the end, climbing into the back seat of Saab’s 9-3 
convertible was a bit of a squeeze for kids and adults alike 
when the top was up. Funny though, I never heard anyone 
complain as we put the top down and hit the open road.
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Roger Beasley Saab
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    pond Springs

  San Felipe Blvd.     

FIND HEART DISEASE BEFORE IT FINDS YOU.
HeartSaver CT is a fast, painless and powerful screening tool that 
can uncover heart disease years before there’s even a symptom. 
It only takes minutes. And right now, it’s just $199. To learn more 
about the HeartSaver CT, visit hearthospitalofaustin.com. To  
purchase a gift certificate or to schedule an appointment for 
yourself, call 512-407-SAVE or 877-535-3534.
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CiTy CounCiL upDaTeS
inside    information by beth Wade

Hutto names new mayor pro tem

Rod Hortenstine becomes Taylor’s new mayor
on May 27, Taylor’s city council elected Council 
member Rod Hortenstine as its new mayor.

Q. How did you first get into politics?
a. I retired after 27 years on the planning and 
zoning commission. About two weeks after I did 
that, I had people coming to my office wanting 
me to run for the council. The pressure got 
pretty big, so I said I would. It ended up that the 
incumbent didn’t run and nobody else did, so 
I got the election cancelled and was sworn in 
unopposed. That is how I got on the council three 
years ago. I ran again this time unopposed. 

Q. What is your favorite thing about taylor?
a. I am proud to be a Taylorite. The school 
system says, ‘once a duck, always a duck.’ The 
volunteerism and the positive, can-do attitude 
are just great. That is best illustrated by the city, 
along with Hutto, adopting a unit at Fort Hood 
to support. The unit we are adopting has been 
deployed. We are going to try to help them [and 
their families].

Q. is there anything you would change about taylor?
a. Our council, the Taylor Economic Development 
Corporation, the chamber, Taylor ISD, Johns 
Community Hospital, various churches and 
businesses are all working together for one thing: 
to make the quality of life in Taylor better. You 
have a lot of people who have volunteered to 
help on commissions or in one of these areas. 
Whatever it is, there is a lot of volunteerism. A lot 
of it is for one thing and that is to pay back the 
community for being so good to us. We have a 
wonderful community, and the only thing that I 
would change is to better the quality of life. That 
is why I am serving on the council — to pay back 
the community for what it has done for my family 
and myself for the last 40 years. 

Q. What are the biggest issues that taylor faces?
a. The biggest issue is the IRS giving ERCOT a 
501(c)(4) designation, which exempts them from 
sales tax. That may be a very devastating thing 
for the community. That just depends on the 
comptroller ruling as to whether they can recoup 
all of the taxes they’ve paid back to 2004. I don’t 
know how big that impact is going to be, but it 
is going to be a huge thing to do, and we don’t 
know all of the details yet. The second thing that 
comes to mind is Hwy. 79. We have been waiting 

Councilwoman Debbie Holland was elected by a 
6-0 vote May 15 to her second term as mayor pro 
tem; however, Councilwoman Tina Slayton moved 
to have the vote rescinded and reconsidered on 
June 5. At that time Councilman David Begier was 
elected by a 4-2 vote to replace Debbie Holland 
as mayor pro tem.

“It has strained things right now for me because 
I am unclear exactly what that effort was about,” 
Holland said. “If they had said, ‘Debbie, we don’t 
think you are a strong leader to do this,’ that 
would have been a lot easier than to never to 
have talked about the job I have been doing and 
voting me out.”

The council discussed the roles of the mayor 
pro tem and decided that the council needed a 
strong leader, Begier said.

“I don’t believe there was any kind of a sinister 
movement,” Begier said. “Debbie Holland has 
been mayor pro tem for a little more than two 
years. The city council is looking forward to the 
day when Mayor Love comes back and sits in his 
chair among the rest of us.”

After complaining of chest pains at work, Hutto 
Mayor Ken Love had a minor heart attack while in 
an ambulance en route to the hospital. Doctors 
performed a quadruple bypass on Love May 23. 
Family members said he was awake five hours 
after surgery. On May 25, the mayor had a stroke 
and experienced loss of movement on the left 
side of his body. 

on that for a long time 
and finally TxDOT says 
it doesn’t have any 
money. In conjunction 
with the county and the 
City of Taylor, I think we 
are finally going to get 
that accomplished. The 
third thing that comes 
to mind is hopefully the 
county will help us fund 
the East Williamson County Regional Park. That is 
going to be a wonderful thing for the community 
and all of East Williamson County. 

Q. What is something people don’t know about taylor?
a. I think there are some people who don’t know 
what an outstanding city manager we have and 
the professional, experienced, hardworking staff 
we have that makes the council’s work so much 
easier. I’ve been here more than 35 years, and I 
have worked with a lot of city managers over that 
period of time and I can honestly say that Frank 
Salvato is the best we have ever had. When he 
came here nine years ago, we were operating by 
the seat of our pants. Since then we have a very 
experienced, knowledgeable staff that is doing 
a wonderful job. As a result, the council’s work is 
easier than it could be otherwise. 

Q. Where would we find you on the weekends?
a. You would find me at the ranch, at the lake or 
with my kids and grandkids. Those are the three 
things that take most of what spare time I have. 
It is a stress reliever. Number one it makes me do 
my job much better. I like being outdoors. I like 
my cattle, my garden and I like taking care of my 
property at the lake. They are things I enjoy doing 
with my family. 

“For all practical purposes, I am the mayor until he 
returns,” Begier said.

Love recently entered an intense rehabilitation 
program, Begier said.

“I realize how awesome this responsibility is. It 
is just not a responsibility to my fellow council 
members, it is a responsibility to the city,” he said. 

Each city elects a mayor, and the city council 
elects mayor pro tem to help the mayor lead. 
When the mayor is unavailable or out due to 
illness, it is the duty of the mayor pro tem to step 
in and lead in his or her place. 

 “Essentially the very words ‘pro tem’ mean 
temporary period of time. You are in charge when 
the mayor is ill or out of town,” Hutto Mayor Pro 
Tem David Begier said. 

The mayor is involved in the day-to-day activities 
of the city and is often in meetings with city 
staff leaders, while other council members learn 
what is going on from city staff prior to council 
meetings, Begier said. 

“The council members are the ones that meet 
citizens as part of their daily lives and report back 
to the council what they have heard out on the 
street,” Begier said. “We hear the input from city 
staff and citizens and take action on those items. 
We are the deciding vote, if you will.”

Background: Five years in the U.S. Navy, 
Balderson-Berger Equipment Company, 27 years 
in Taylor’s planning and zoning commission, 
Taylor Economic Development Corporation 
board, Johns Community Hospital Board of 
Trustees
education: Bachelor’s degree, University of Texas 
Grew up in: Amarillo
in Taylor since: 1969
Contact: 352-2702
                   rod.hortenstine@ci.taylor.tx.us
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Education Focus
Georgetown ISD | July 2008

Elementary students in Georgetown ISD 
will learn math from new textbooks this 
fall, after the book adoption process was 
opened by the Texas Education Agency 
last year.

“This was the year that the state set up 
for school districts to adopt new text-
books,” said Tricia Rothenberg, George-
town ISD pre-kindergarten through 12th 
grade mathematics curriculum coordina-
tor. “It has been a long time since we have 
had new [math] textbooks, and since that 
time our state standards have been revised. 
Our books have been outdated, so we are 
fortunate to be able to get some new ones.”

For the first time in six to 10 years, 
Georgetown ISD officials began looking at 
the different options allowed by the state 
in November 2007, Rothenberg said.

 Using a process designed by the Dana 
Center at the University of Texas, a group 
of 23 parents, teachers and school ad-
ministrators spent four and a half months 

new elementary math books in Gisd

Georgetown isd opens new facilities 

by betH Wade

by betH Wade and Habeab Kurdi

determining the best book option before 
settling on the “Think Math!” series for 
kindergarten through fifth grades.

“The ‘Think Math!’ textbook series 
has an excellent balance of conceptual 
understanding, skill proficiency, problem 
solving and reasoning,” Rothenberg said. 
“It is going to give kids a great foundation 
conceptually, but also give them plenty 
of opportunities to practice their skills 
and get proficient. It is designed to raise 
their ability to problem solve and reason 
in math.”

Each student will receive a hardback 
book, workbook and kit with various 
items to be used in the classroom. 

“One of the interesting things about 
‘Think Math!’ is that it presents lessons in 
a way that captures the natural curiosity of 
children in order to motivate their learn-
ing,” Rothenberg said.

Education Development Center, Inc. 
wrote the book, and Harcourt School 
Publishers published it. All math teachers 

in the district 
went through a 
two-day training 
session in June to 
learn about the 
book. A second 
training session 
will be in August 
for new hires.

“The teachers 
have worked very 
hard to prepare 
for the first few 
weeks of school, and they have made many 
plans as to how they are going to imple-
ment this new book,” Rothenberg said. “It 
should be a lot of fun to bring this into the 
math classrooms.”

The new materials, while helpful to 
students, will also give teachers support to 
teach math in a way that is interesting to 
students and builds a foundation for future 
learning, she said.

“The curriculum is the same; what we 

are going to teach is the same,” Rothenberg 
said. “This is just going to be an excellent 
resource to use to teach the Texas Essential 
Knowledge and Skills. Many of the strate-
gies and the types of lessons that you will 
find in ‘Think Math!’ our teachers have 
been using, but this is one unified program 
that packages it all in a way that has been 
researched so that they know what builds 
on what and provides the kind of founda-
tion that we can easily use in a classroom.”

Population projections reveal that the school district 
will have more than 10,000 students on Aug. 25. As the 
student population grows, so does the district’s need for 
new facilities. 

“We started this school year closer to 9,300 or 9,400, 
but based on projections it is not a matter of will we be 
over 10,000 [this fall], but how much over 10,000 will 
we be?” said Abbe Boring, GISD superintendent. “We 
are anticipating somewhere in the vicinity of 4 percent 
growth over all.”
new campuses 

Ten years after opening the first ninth grade center 
next door to Georgetown’s only high school, the district 
will open a new facility on the east side of town. The 
school, which will eventually become Georgetown East 
View High School with grades 9-12, will remain a ninth 
grade center until the population grows enough to war-
rant building the second phase, said Brad Smith, school 
board president. Phase one, paid for with approximately 
$34 million from a bond approved by voters in 2005, is 
about 239,500 sq. ft., with an initial capacity to hold more 
than 800 students.

“It was brought to the community as a phased high 
school, so the 2005 bond covered phase one,” Boring 
said. “We will need a phase two at some point in time to 
construct the rest of the classrooms and other facilities 
that will allow us to turn it into a second comprehensive 
high school. We are anticipating that would be no earlier 
than 2012. That is our target date. That would require a 
successful bond sometime in the future and two years 
for construction.”

Phase one includes core areas to accommodate four 
grades, including administration offices, library, cafeteria 
and kitchen. 

Ninth grade core curriculum teachers will report to 
work at the new campus; however, teachers for subjects 
that are taught to classes with a mix of grade levels, such 

as elective classes, will work at both campuses through-
out the day. Those teachers will be compensated for 
travel, Boring said.

Also on the east side is the district’s 10th elementary 
school, named for Jim Mitchell, one of the founders of 
Georgetown’s Partners in Education. 

The elementary school will serve grades pre-K 
through fifth and have approximately 600 students in its 
first year. The 73,000 sq. ft. facility has a capacity of 720 
students, 31 classrooms, additional computer labs and 
rooms for art, music and special education.

Construction on the project cost more than $13 mil-
lion, which was also paid for with 2005 bond money. 

Boring said the district could need money to build an 
11th elementary in the next proposed bond package. 

“The board is proactively looking at it,” Smith said. 
“We look at the growth of the district and the capacity 
of the classrooms. There could be the need for a new 
elementary bond, but we would most likely package it 
with the high school [phase two].”
Birklebach Field

The district will also complete the athletic complex 
this fall with addition of an approximately $11 million 
multipurpose stadium, named for former GHS football 
coach Bernard Birklebach. The complex already includes 
softball and baseball fields, tennis courts and a separate 
track facility.

The stadium will include seating for more than 11,000, 
bathrooms, four concession stands and a 4,000 sq. ft. 
press box. A 6,200 sq. ft. “half-time house” will have 
rooms for each team, officials and trainers, but does not 
include any workout facilities or locker rooms.

The former GISD stadium near San Gabriel Park was 
turned over to the city at the end of an extended lease 
agreement. The city has no formal plans for the stadium 
at this time.

Jim Mitchell Elementary • 1601 CR 110  

Ninth grade campus • 4490 E. University Ave.

Birklebach Field • 2275 N. Austin Ave.

Sponsored by:
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Georgetown ISD
 

  3:  Reading 97%  •  math 89%
  4:  Reading 88%  •  math 93%
  5:  Reading 94%  •  math 96%
  6:  Reading 95%  •  math 90%
  7:  Reading 92%  •  math 91%
  8:  Reading 99%  •  math 91%
  9:  Reading 89%  •  math 78%
10:  english Language arts 90%  •  math 76%
11:  english Language arts 94%  •  math 85%

2008 Preliminary TAKS scores

Reading  89% 93%
Math  77% 88%
Writing  92% 93%
Science  71% 82%
Social Studies  89% 94%

D i s t r i c t

economically Disadvantaged:  55.5% 36.3%
Limited english proficient (Lep): 16% 9.3%
number of Students per Teacher: 14.7 12.9
average years experience of Teachers: 11.3 12.3
average Teacher Salaries: $44,897 $43,237

to t a l  s t u D e n t s :  9 ,508

2007 taks r e s u l t s

2007 s t a t i s t i c s s t a t e D i s t r i c t

g e o r g e t o w n  isD:
s t a t e

2008 D i s t r i c t  s c o r e s  b y  g r a D e

purl elementary

1700 Laurel St.
943-5080 • www.georgetownisd.org/apurl
principal: Brian Dawson
open since: 1953
Grades: PreK-2
2007 accountability rating: 
Academically Acceptable
2007 Total students: 736
2007 economically disadvantaged: 65.5%
2007 number of students per teacher: 13.5

Kindergarten through 2nd grade students do 
not take the TAKS test.

Frost elementary

711 Lakeway Drive
943-5020 • www.georgetownisd.org/frost 
principal: Monica Martinez
open since: 1986
Grades: PreK-2
2007 accountability rating: 
Academically Acceptable
2007 Total students: 501
2007 economically disadvantaged: 41.9%
2007 number of students per teacher: 14.0

Kindergarten through 2nd grade students do 
not take the TAKS test.

cooper elementary

1921 NE Inner Loop
943-5060 • www.georgetownisd.org/cooper
principal: Beth Foss
open since: 1999
Grades: K-5
2007 accountability rating: Recognized
2007 TakS results: Reading 95%, Math 87%
2007 Total students: 528
2007 economically disadvantaged: 35.8%
2007 number of students per teacher: 13.0

2008 preliminary TakS scores:
3rd Grade: Reading 99%, Math 86%
4th Grade: Reading 80%, Math 90%
5th Grade: Reading 92%, Math 95%

village elementary

400 Village Commons
943-5140 • www.georgetownisd.org/village
principal: Alma Guzman
open since: 1998
Grades: PreK-5
2007 accountability rating: Exemplary
2007 TakS results: Reading 98%, Math 96%
2007 Total students: 395
2007 economically disadvantaged: 24.8%
2007 number of students per teacher: 11.4

2008 preliminary TakS scores:
3rd Grade: Reading 99%, Math 99%
4th Grade: Reading 93%, Math 97%
5th Grade: Reading 91%, Math 96%

jim mitchell elementary

1601 CR 101
principal: Rob Dyer
opening Fall 2008
Grades: PreK-5

ForD elementary

210 Woodlake Drive
943-5180 • www.georgetownisd.org/ford
principal: Jennifer Mauldin
open since: 2004
Grades: PreK-5
2007 accountability rating: Exemplary
2007 TakS results: Reading 98%, Math 99%
2007 Total students: 533
2007 economically disadvantaged: 11.6%
2007 number of students per teacher: 13.8

2008 preliminary TakS scores:
3rd Grade: Reading 100%, Math 99%
4th Grade: Reading 94%, Math 97%
5th Grade: Reading 98%, Math 98%

carver elementary

1200 W. 17th St.
943-5070 • www.georgetownisd.org/carver
principal: Melinda Valeriano
open since: 1964*
Grades: PreK-2
2007 accountability rating: 
Academically Acceptable
2007 Total students: 431
2007 economically disadvantaged: 58.9%
2007 number of students per teacher: 12.2

Kindergarten through 2nd grade students 
do not take the TAKS test.

tippit miDDle school

principal: Carlos Cantu
open since: 1981
Grades: 6-8
2007 accountability rating: 
Recognized
2007 TakS results: 
Reading 90%, Math 87%
2007 Total students: 776
2007 economically disadvantaged: 44.6%
2007 number of students per teacher: 12.8

1601 Leander Road • 943-5040 • www.georgetownisd.org/tippit

2008 preliminary TakS scores:
6th Grade: Reading 95%, Math 87%
7th Grade: Reading 92%, Math 89%
8th Grade: Reading 97%, Math 89%

benolD miDDle school

principal: Les Michalik
open since: 1996
Grades: 6-8
2007 accountability rating: 
Recognized
2007 TakS results: 
Reading 98%, Math 93%
2007 Total students: 706
2007 economically disadvantaged: 25.8%
2007 number of students per teacher: 12.4

3407 Northwest Blvd. • 943-5090 • www.georgetownisd.org/benold

2008 preliminary TakS scores:
6th Grade: Reading 95%, Math 90%
7th Grade: Reading 93%, Math 93%
8th Grade: Reading 100%, Math 95% 

Forbes miDDle school

principal: Leonard Rhoads
open since: 2001
Grades: 6-8
2007 accountability rating: 
Recognized
2007 TakS results: 
Reading 95%, Math 94%
2007 Total students: 649
2007 economically disadvantaged: 31.7%
2007 number of students per teacher: 12.0

1911 NE Inner Loop • 943-5150 • www.georgetownisd.org/forbes

2008 preliminary TakS scores:
6th Grade: Reading 97%, Math 93%
7th Grade: Reading 92%, Math 92%
8th Grade: Reading 99%, Math 88%

130

i-35

i-35

29
29

2243

2338

3406

1460

1660

971

110

195

1431

frost  &
 mccoy

carver  &
pickett purl & 

Williams

ford

cooper

Jim mitchell

Village

unassigned

Georgetown isd
elementary school Boundaries

2008-09

TAKS results and scores are given in percentages of students who passed the test.

*School building opened this year, but was later re-purposed into current usage.

mccoy elementary

1313 Williams Drive
943-5030 • www.georgetownisd.org/mccoy
principal: Curtis Locklear
open since: 1964*
Grades: 3-5
2007 accountability rating: 
Academically Acceptable
2007 TakS results: Reading 83%, Math 88%
2007 Total students: 456
2007 economically disadvantaged: 37.7%
2007 number of students per teacher: 12.9

2008 preliminary TakS scores:
3rd Grade: Reading 94%, Math 74%
4th Grade: Reading 87%, Math 92%
5th Grade: Reading 92%, Math 93%

pickett elementary

1100 Thousand Oaks
943-5050 • www.georgetownisd.org/pickett
principal: Laurie McIntyre
open since: 1992*
Grades: 3-5
2007 accountability rating: 
Academically Acceptable
2007 TakS results: Reading 93%, Math 97%
2007 Total students: 425
2007 economically disadvantaged: 42.8%
2007 number of students per teacher: 12.0

2008 preliminary TakS scores:
3rd Grade: Reading 98%, Math 93%
4th Grade: Reading 86%, Math 92%
5th Grade: Reading 95%, Math 97%

williams elementary

507 E. University Ave.
943-5160 • www.georgetownisd.org/williams
principal: Cheryl Lang
open since: 2002
Grades: 3-5
2007 accountability rating: 
Academically Acceptable
2007 TakS results: Reading 92%, Math 96%
2007 Total students: 518
2007 economically disadvantaged: 56.2%
2007 number of students per teacher: 13.6

2008 preliminary TakS scores:
3rd Grade: Reading 97%, Math 91%
4th Grade: Reading 90%, Math 92%
5th Grade: Reading 94%, Math 98%

Compiled and designed by Community Impact Newspaper



JULY  2008 23impact news.com

Benold

forbes

tippit

130

i-35

i-35

29
29

2243

2338

3406

1460

1660

971

110

195

1431

unassigned

Georgetown isd
middle school Boundaries

2008-09

georgetown high school 

principal: Carlton Tucker
open since: 1975
Grades: 10-12
2007 accountability Rating: 
Academically Acceptable
2007 TakS results: 
Reading 91%, Math 79%
2007 Total students: 1,989
2007 economically disadvantaged: 26.2%
2007 number of students per teacher: 15.1

2211 N. Austin Ave. 
943-5100
www.georgetownisd.org/ghs

2008 preliminary TakS scores:
10th Grade: Reading 90%, Math 76%
11th Grade: Reading 94%, Math 86%

ninth graDe campus

principal: Dave Denney
open since: 1998, new campus fall 2008
Grade: 9
2007 accountability Rating: 
Academically Acceptable
2007 TakS results: 
Reading 96%, Math 86%
2007 Total students: 762
2007 economically disadvantaged: 27.8%
2007 number of students per teacher: 12.9

4490 E. University Ave.
943-1800
www.georgetownisd.org/ngc

2008 preliminary TakS scores:
9th Grade: Reading 90%, Math 81%

Q & a
Dr. abbe Boring
Georgetown isd superintendent of schools
Hired: November 2007
Background: Teacher, assistant principal, executive 
director and district superintendent at Houston 
Independent School District; deputy superintendent 
for Birmingham city schools; chief academic officer 
for Dekalb County, Ga.; superintendent in Bartow 
County, Ga.
education: Bachelor’s degree, University of Michigan; 
master’s degree and doctorate in educational 
administration, University of Houston
contact: 943-5015, boringa@georgetownisd.org

Q. What are your goals for the 
upcoming school year?
A. We have as our overall vision that we 
want to be a school district of excellence. 
We identified seven goals that would 
serve as our plan of action that we will 
be working on as a school district for at 
least this next year. A few of these will 
take a number of years to achieve. The 
first one is exemplary performance for 
our students. That is more of a long-term 
[goal], but if we don’t start that today, 
we won’t get there tomorrow or in the 
future. (Find these seven goals online at 
www.georgetownisd.org.)

Q. What is the biggest challenge 
for the school district right now?
A. I think our biggest challenge is 
making sure we are strategically planning 
for the growth and the changing 
dynamics of our community. We are 
also looking at changing dynamics as 
our city is looking at growth. As those 
things have changed, we have had 
approximately 25 percent of students on 
the free and reduced lunch program as 
measured by the federal standards. [Now 
it is] upwards of 40 percent. Again those 
are different dynamics not necessarily 
affecting a student’s ability to learn, but 
it may impact the background that they 
have and the level of preparation that 
they come to us with. It may be slightly 
different for students who are in one area 
versus another area. 

Q. if you had an unlimited 
budget, what are the first things 
you would do?
A. I think we would continue to look at 
making sure we are competitive in how 
we compensate our employees. One of 
the goals that we have for quality staff 
is to make sure we reward excellence 
and that we reward employees who are 
successful with what they do. I also think 
that we would be able to look at facility 
needs with an unlimited budget. I would 
also look at professional development to 
make sure that we are investing in our 
staff — that we are continuing to build 
capacity and help them to have the tools 
and the information that they need to do 
their jobs well. 

Q. What excites you about your job?   
A. I started my career in Texas, and I am 
very excited to be back. I am very excited 
about being in Georgetown because 
we have enjoyed a reputation as an 
outstanding school system. We are also 
a growing community, and I am very 
excited to be part of one that is growing, 
evolving and changing. I am also very 
excited about the quality of our teaching 
staff and other professionals. 

Q. What is the most important 
lesson you learned in school?
A. I think the most important lesson I 
learned in school was getting along with 
people. We can learn all kinds of facts 
and information, but being able to get 
along with others, to work as part of a 
team and to lead others in a direction is 
one of the most important things. 

Q. What makes you want to come 
to work in the morning?
A. The 10,000 children who are 
counting on us, as adults, to make sure 
that they are prepared just like others 
took care of us. I believe that we, as a 
community, have a responsibility to our 
children. It is something that we have 
to work at every day, and the children 
are counting on us to do that. They are 
counting on me specifically.  

Q. Did you always know you 
wanted to be in education?
A. No. In fact, I started college as 
a music major. As part of my early 
college experience, I worked in an 
early childhood center and fell in love. 
Over time that love and desire to [help] 
children has grown and evolved from 
doing it in a classroom level to principal 
and some of the other administrative 
positions where I can influence more 
teachers and ultimately more children 
with the things that we are able to do.

Q. Who inspires you?
A. My mom has a pretty significant part 
in that. She was a teacher. Other models 
are not necessarily any one person, but 
the teachers throughout our system that 
I see and dedicated principals that bring 
out the best in our teachers and staff. 

Source: Becky McCoy, GISD testing coordinator; Georgetown ISD, 
www.georgetownisd.org; Texas Education Agency, www.tea.state.tx.us

Information compiled by Akeem Williams and Beth Wade

Sponsored by:
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The first person to live in Hutto was 
not part of the well-known Hutto 

family. He was a black man named Adam 
Orgain, and much information about him 
is supposition. Records from the 1880 U.S. 
Census show that he was born a slave in 
1837 in Tennessee and that his name was 
“Addam Organ.”

When Adam’s owner, John Henry Or-
gain, moved to Central Texas in the early 
1850s, Adam was forced to go with him. 
Growing anti-slavery sentiment in Tennes-
see may have prompted the white Orgain 
families to move to Texas to protect their 
“holdings” and seek new opportunities.

In 1854 or early 1855, Adam was placed 
alone on the Blackland Prairie not far 
from Cottonwood Creek in what is now 

historical    impact by MiKe FoWler

Hutto to watch over the ranching interests 
of his master. Adam lived in the area a year 
before James Emory Hutto, for whom the 
future city was named.

As a slave, Adam would likely have 
worked hard from an early age. Slaves 
worked “from sun to sun” five days a week 
and a half a day on Saturday. 

He most likely lived in a primitive one-
room log cabin and grew vegetables in a 
garden. He might have also raised some 
hogs and chickens.

Clothing was very basic. Male agricul-
tural slaves traditionally had two sets of 
clothes, usually shirts and pants made of 
cotton or wool. Shoes and a hat would 
complete the outfit; socks and underwear 
were not generally provided to slaves. 

On Jan. 1, 1863, President Abraham 
Lincoln signed the Emancipation Proc-
lamation freeing slaves. Adam would not 
hear of his new “freedom” for another two 
and a half years.

The war officially ended April 9, 1865, 
but word did not reach Texas until June 
19, or “Juneteenth,” when Gen. Gordon 
Granger arrived in Galveston and ended 
slavery in Texas.

On Dec. 18, 1865, the Thirteenth 
Amendment to the United States Con-
stitution, which outlawed slavery, was 
adopted. Adam, now 28 years old, had 
an important decision to make, and he 
decided to stay in Hutto and continue 
working for his former master, either as a 
worker or sharecropper. 

After emancipation, many former slave 
owners asked their former bondsmen 
to stay and work for wages or share in 
agricultural profits. Even with new laws 
and new freedom, little would change for 
Adam. He would still have to work just as 
hard as he always had. 

No one knows what year Adam met or 
married Eveline, but it may be assumed 
they married after the Civil War. Eveline 
was two years older than Adam and had 
been born in Kentucky. Their son, Adam 
Jr., was born in 1876. In 1879 a second 

son, Benjamin, entered the family.
In 1880, John Henry Orgain sold his 

former slave 5 acres of land on which the 
Adam Orgain home stood. Adam had 
finally gotten his little piece of Hutto land 
and could now grow crops just for his 
family and for profit.

On Sept. 13, 1893, Eveline died. In this 
year Adam also sold his land to speculator 
Charles Hague for $2,000, sixteen times 
what he had paid. Adam had made his 
mark on the land sale document with an 
“X,” which was a good indicator that he 
could neither read nor write. 

After he sold his land, Adam probably 
purchased a small house on the south side 
of Hutto where he would live his remain-
ing years. Adam Orgain died in Hutto on 
May 13, 1902, at the age of 65. No one 
knows where he is buried.

Fowler is the chairman of the City of Hutto 
Historical Preservation Commission, a 30-year 
Hutto resident and former Hutto mayor.

adam orgain: Hutto’s first settler
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Lived in precinct Three: In Georgetown 
for nine years
Hometown: Austin
Career background: Texas Attorney 
General’s office child support division in 
Arlington, real estate broker
education: Bachelor’s degree, University 
of Texas
Contact: 507-2900,
 greg@17homes.com or 
www.standourground.com

Q. What do you feel is the role of a county 
commissioner? 
A. I think county commissioner is probably the most 
important elected local position. [The commissioners] set 
the tax rate, which is huge for those who live in Williamson 
County. The most important thing they do is manage 
the county budget that is collected from the taxes. They 
fund all county projects, anything you see in Williamson 
County, the commissioners fund that and run it. They have 
a lot of responsibilities to manage the road bonds and the 
construction of the roads — or the deconstruction of the 
roads is how I put it. 

Q. What is your main priority? 
A. My No. 1 priority is to eliminate what I consider soulless 
decisions that are being made by the current Commissioners 
Court. If you take a look at some of the decisions that they 
have made over the last year, [for instance] the decision to 
enter into an agreement with Corrections Corporation of 
America to basically imprison innocent children in T. Don 
Hutto [Residential Center]  — I do not think that the county 
should be in any way in an intergovernmental contract that 
allows the immigration department to imprison children that 

have not been charged of any crime. For us to be a facilitator of 
that and to make a profit in that, I think we have blood on our 
hands almost. I think it needs to be stopped immediately. 

No. 2 is the continual destruction of our countryside. They 
are dirtying our streams. I think the [Trans-Texas Corridor] 
and toll roads in general are against our way of life. My great 
grandparents found a way to get across this state, even if it was 
in a covered wagon. We can find a way to get across without 
destroying more of our environment. 

Q. What experience do you have that will serve you 
well in this role? 
A. When I got to the University of Texas, I studied government 
extensively. I worked at the state Senate. Owning my own 
business for the last 10 years [has been good experience]. What 
is important about the county commissioner’s job is that you 
have to be able to manage this budget. 

I want people to know I am a conservative, states’ rights 
Democrat. There are not very many left, and a lot of people don’t 
even know what that is. I like old values and new visions for 
practical matters. I want to bring a voice into the Democratic 
Party that does not polarize so many people. States’ rights mean 
that the state has the ultimate control. 

Lived in precinct Three: In Georgetown 
for 14 years
Hometown: Pleasanton, Texas
Career background: Licensed CPA for 
more than 20 years, commissioner since 
2006
education: Bachelor’s degree in 
accounting, University of Texas
Contact: 943-3370 or comm3@wilco.org

Lived in precinct Three: In Jarrell for       
six years
Hometown: Houston  
Career background: Information 
technology for Guaranty Bank, some 
construction experience
education: Bachelor’s degree in aerospace 
engineering, Texas A&M University
Contact: 818-6315, 
jdat747@yahoo.com or 
www.freewebs.com/jamesandrews

Q. What do you feel is the role of a county 
commissioner? 
A. There are four county commissioners and one county 
judge. Five serve on the Commissioners Court and are 
really the executive board of the county. There are certain 
things that the Texas Legislature has given us as duties. 
Primarily they oversee county business, like the budget. The 
county as a whole is responsible for law and order through 
the sheriff ’s office and the jail. We let all the contracts. The 
commissioners vote on all contracts and all money spent 
and received. Obviously, building roads and bridges through 
bond elections or general funds are different things we do. 
The financial decisions that we make each week are very 
important, I believe.

Q. What is your main priority? 
A. County-wide transportation is the biggest issue. As I 
go talk to people, that is what I hear. They are [not only] 
concerned about the traffic and growth that has already 
occurred, but also with what is anticipated. I think planning 
ahead, looking at how we can plan for the future growth that 
is inevitable and how we can get ahead of it as much as we 

Q. What do you feel is the role of a county 
commissioner? 
A. County commissioner plans the development of the 
county by providing infrastructure like roads, utilities, 
drainage and some guidelines for developments. Counties 
have a bigger picture — integrating the cities into the county. 
Obviously, they’re involved in being in tune with the state 
plans for state highways, like the Trans-Texas Corridor.

Q. What is your main priority? 
A. My biggest priority is to streamline county government, 
to make it as efficient as possible, give the citizens the most 
bang for the buck. That’s step one — to look at ways to save 
money. I think there’s some big ones on the table that they’ve 
done, like I heard the county commissioners approved a $4 
million study on widening Hwy. 29. That would not be the 
kind of thing that I would support.

I think they have people in there complaining and begging 
them to expand Williams Drive a little bit to accommodate 
the traffic out there in Sun City. They haven’t done anything 
with that. They’re spending their money doing something 
people aren’t asking for, like Hwy. 29. It’s simple. Just listen to 

can is one of my major issues. Obviously, open government 
is important to me. Communicating with the constituents is 
important, and I have worked to improve our communications. 
We have improved our website, and it is now very informative. 
The county just did the county-wide website. It communicates 
the issues to the people who are interested. The hardest part of 
this job is trying to communicate and let the people know what 
is going on. It is very important for me to do that. 

Q. What experience do you have that will serve you 
well in this role? 
A. My role as a commissioner and my background as a CPA 
go hand in hand. I have noticed that skills I have developed 
over the years as a CPA, both in audit and tax, have come into 
play on being able to analyze both financial and other decisions 
that we have. I serve on several boards and committees; one is 
the audit committee and one is the investment committee. That 
is my background. I believe that in the week-to-week, day-to-
day decisions that we make, those skills I have developed over 
time help with that. I look at it as trying to bring a business 
background to government.
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community    profile

the people. Save yourself $4 million.

Q. What experience do you have that will serve you 
well in this role? 
A. I would say one thing recent is I built my house from 
scratch. I did most of the work myself. I also acted as general 
contractor. I did work with the county on getting permits for the 
septic system and things like that. I just kind of know some of 
the red tape.

Also, most of my work experience has been on government 
contracts. For example, I worked for NASA in Houston. I have 
a perspective on the whole concept of the government trend to 
outsource everything. In other words, government employees 
don’t actually do anything anymore. I mean they are mostly 
overseers, and most of their real project work is doled out to 
contractors. I am not completely convinced that that is the most 
cost-effective way to run a government. They’ve been doing that 
for a while, and I haven’t seen taxes go down. They are doing 
bigger and better things, but [they need] to at least experiment 
with bringing projects back and giving them back to county 
employees. At least make sure that they’re fully utilized.  

interVieWs by habeab Kurdi and beth Wade
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Feel like the government is taking too 
much of your paycheck?

WE CAN HELP!
• Year Round Tax and bookkeeping services 
• IRS problem resolution
• Very aff ordable, locally owned and operated 
• Tax returns for all states

Versatile Tax Services
3000 Joe Dimaggio Blvd.,  Ste 76

 Round Rock, TX
512-535-7332 • www.versatiletax.com

iMpaCT

eDuCaTion FoCuS

Todd and Christi Wink, 
Co-owners

Cedar park Much like the iconic televi-
sion bar Cheers, The Dig Pub is a neigh-
borhood watering hole where everybody 
knows your name. At least most of the time.

“We have so many regulars that I can’t 
keep up with all of their names,” co-owner 
Christy Wink said. “I try really hard be-
cause they are all really cool people.”

The Dig Pub on Cypress Creek Road 
serves beer, wine and light meals. The 
collection of 27 beers is an evolving 
blend of popular, lesser-known and 
seasonal beers on tap from breweries 
across the nation.

The Dig pub 
401 Cypress Creek Road

996-9900

The Dig Pub

Cypress Creek Rd.

Buttercup Creek 
Blvd.

183

Cedar park As its name suggests, Sushi 
Caliente’s menu is a twist on sushi with 
creative combinations that integrate spicy 
Mexican flavor with the more subdued flavors 
of Japanese dishes. 

A fusion restaurant that blends Japanese 
and Mexican food, Sushi Caliente suits 
many tastes. Luis Cuento has added an 
extensive list of authentic Mexican dishes to 
his menu at the request of customers.

“What we’ve been doing is just testing and 
seeing what people like and going from there,” 
Cuento said. “I’m talking to my customers 
all the time. If they want something from 
Mexico, I’ll ask them where they had it before 
and then I’ll make something up and have 
them test it.”

neiGHBoRHooD DininG

Sushi Caliente
202 Walton Way, Ste. 152

535-6578 
www.shushiwithflavor.com

RM 1431

Sushi Caliente

Walton Way

183

round rock considers stop on austin-san antonio rail
Round Rock With lines in the works 
from Leander to Austin and Georgetown 
to San Antonio, passenger rail may soon 
become a very real alternative for travelers 
in Central Texas. But officials in Round 
Rock are not on board yet, and those in 
the rail district say the city needs to make 
a decision soon if it wants a stop along the 
Austin-San Antonio line.

The Austin-San Antonio Intermunici-
pal Commuter Rail District, or ASA, is 
working with communities along the IH 35 
corridor to create what may be the longest 
stretch of commuter rail in the South, a 
112-mile line from San Antonio to George-
town. Interim service in Central Texas 
could begin as early as 2011.

ASA ridership studies estimate that 
3.2 million people would use its rail by 
2030, but without a decision from the city, 
Round Rock may be left without a station.

“We’re not planning on building a sta-

tion there; we’re not going to even do any 
more studies there if they don’t indicate 
they want to join,” said Alison Schulze, 
ASA senior planner. “Now, we’re at the 
point where if you want a station, you need 
to be at the table; you need to buy into this, 
at least while we’re doing the planning.”

Supporters of the district believe that 
passenger rail would ease traffic congestion 
on IH 35 and prompt economic growth, 
but some in Round Rock say the proposed 
station would offer no chance for growth to 
help cover the district’s hefty capital cost.

“Of course, there’s interest: our citizens 
are interested in the rail district, our coun-
cil members are interested, but it’s got to 
be doable financially,” said David Bartels, 
public works planning and programs 
administrator. 

The district’s proposed station would 
be located in downtown Round Rock, just 
south of city hall. 

elderly groups
Round Rock Formerly the Adult 
Day/Health Care Center, the Elderhaven 
of Williamson County Adult Day Center 
will celebrate its grand reopening with a 
ribbon cutting July 17 at 110 S. Brown St. 
The center is operated by Austin Groups 

pflugerville With problems in the 
housing market and the rising price of fuel, 
a high-dollar item that is half-house and 
half-automobile might seem like a tough 
sale. But in Pflugerville, the numbers say 
otherwise.

“We’re probably one of the few [recre-
ational vehicle] dealers to actually have an 
increase this year,” said P.J. Buerger, co-own-
er of Princess Craft Campers and Trailers.

Princess Craft handles service and repair 
work on RVs and specializes in selling A-
frame folding trailers and truck campers.

princess Craft 
Campers and Trailers 
102 n.  first  st. • 251-4536

www.princesscraft.com

BuSineSS pRoFiLe

BuSineSS pRoFiLe

Main St.
Pecan St.
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d 
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Craft

for the Elderly, a nonprofit serving more 
than 3,000 seniors and caregivers each 
year. Adult day care can prevent premature 
nursing home placement and provides a 
safe and stimulating environment for se-
niors. For more information, call 451-4611 
or visit www.ageofaustin.org.

acc provides workforce for 
the growing game industry
northwest austin This fall, Austin 
Community College will begin providing 
degree programs for video game develop-
ment through the Game Institute at the 
Northridge campus.

“What ACC uniquely does, and what 
community colleges uniquely do, is that 
they offer up curriculum for higher educa-
tion study that allows a student to pick a 
destination toward an industry certifica-
tion in a number of what I call highly em-
ployable areas,” said Raymond Hartfield, 
co-chair of ACCtion 4 Education.

Bob McGoldrick, coordinator for ACC’s 
High Technology Institute, found a previ-
ously ignored area of workforce develop-
ment when talking to developers from 
the video game industry. McGoldrick 
proposed ACC offer classes in video game 

development and game industry leaders 
told him they needed a whole program to 
prepare a workforce. 

“I started this a while back not knowing 
what I was getting into,” McGoldrick said. 
“I didn’t realize how big the industry was.”

Now in its fourth year, the Video Game 
Development Program is moving this fall 
from its Highland Mall campus to a wing 
being redeveloped at ACC’s Northridge 
campus called the Game Institute. 

Each degree program will involve a team 
project near the end of instruction, and a 
game incubator will allow students, faculty 
and industry professionals to coordinate 
on projects together.
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Barton Springs Zone: It is 
the groundwater portion 
of the Edwards Aquifer that 
feeds Barton Springs.

Watersheds: These land surface 
areas drain into the streams that 
run largely east-west on the 
Edwards Aquifer, which goes 
south-north. Barton Springs Zone 
watersheds include the Barton 
Creek, Onion Creek, Bear Creek, 
Little Bear Creek, Slaughter Creek 
and Williamson Creek watersheds.

Recharge Zone: It sits within 
the Barton Springs Zone of the 
Edwards Aquifer and is the most 
sensitive area because it is porous 
at the surface. Water that hits it 
enters the ground quickly.

Contributing Zone: It sits on the west 
side of the Barton Springs Zone of the 
Edwards Aquifer in the Hill Country. 
Water flows downhill and feeds the 
recharge zone.

karstic Limestone: It is the rock 
feature in the Barton Springs Zone 
that makes the ground porous. Often 
likened to Swiss cheese, it is filled with 
holes where water can flow.

Runoff: It is the water that does not 
enter the ground but flows toward 
streams. It is often associated with car-
rying pollutants after it hits impervious 
cover, which is anything from rooftops 
to parking lots.

Balcones Fault Zone: It is believed to 
have formed during an earthquake. 
Its unusual vertical layers allow water 
to enter the ground quickly. It is also 
responsible for numerous Central 
Texas caves.

To the 

Colorado River

Each feature in the Barton 
Springs Zone, which feeds the 
popular springs in downtown 
Austin, plays a different role 

in supplying both Southwest 
Austin’s groundwater and 

stream flow.

      Why so 
  sensitive?

Illustration by Alison Lyons

Southwest austin When 
the Green Water Treatment Plant 
that feeds off Lady Bird Lake clos-
es next year, Austin will no longer 
take any of its drinking water from 
the Barton Springs. 

However, that does not mean 
the city will ease water qual-
ity ordinances that regulate the 
Barton Springs Recharge Zone in 
Southwest Austin. 

edwards aquifer 101:
city protects its zone for Barton springs

“The crown jewel of Austin’s 
park and recreation system is the 
Barton Springs,” said Matt Hollon, 
an environmental planner with the 
city. “Right now we are not chlori-
nating that thing, and we certainly 
don’t want to have to. In fact, there 
is an endangered species, the 
Barton Springs salamander, that 
lives there that would probably get 
killed, so that is not an option.” 

iMpaCT

upgrades, staff added to keep pace with growth
Leander/Cedar park As 
more homes are built throughout 
Williamson County, local fire 
departments work to ensure 
those homes remain standing.

 “More homes mean more 
people, more businesses. But 
whatever problem Mrs. Smith 
has, we have got to be there and 
we have to be able to help,” Cedar 

Park Fire Chief Chris Connealy 
said. “Our passion is to be the best 
fire department in America.” 

Call volume to the Cedar Park 
Fire Department went up 11 
percent in 2007, and the Leander 
Fire Department has seen a 26 
percent increase in calls in 2008. 
Both departments have upgraded 
staffing and facilities to keep up 

with the growth.
“We still have not met some 

of the needs of growth. It is 
tough to keep up,” Leander Fire 
Department Deputy Fire Chief 
Bill Gardner said. “Our taxpayers 
are our customers, and we have a 
commitment to providing the best 
service to our customers.”

farm fresh veggies 
northwest austin Each 
Wednesday, from March 
through August and October 
through December, Angel Val-
ley Organic Farm sells organic 
seasonal vegetables at the Asian 
American Cultural Center, 
11713 Jollyville Road, from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. For more infor-
mation, call 267-2785 or visit 
www.angelvalleyfarms.com.

as undeveloped land becomes scarce, 
developers begin rebuilding
northwest austin About 1,975 acres remain for development in 
the 78759, 78750, 78727, 78729 and 78758 ZIP codes, according to most 
recent city data.

“Quality sites that don’t have an inordinate amount of development 
restrictions or other issues that go with them are becoming very difficult 
to find,” said Randy Ziehe, president of Spicewood Development, Inc. 

Because sites are becoming harder to find, redevelopment can be more 
economically advantageous than building on undeveloped land.

“Particularly in the northwest part of Austin, there are a lot of com-
mercial areas that have a higher and better economic use than what’s on 
them. I think there’s going to be a lot of pressure that the economic value 
of those properties exceeds the value of the improvement that’s on them.”

Leander When David Hutton 
looks out the window of his office 
in the City of Leander Planning 
Department, he envisions people 
strolling to eat lunch at picnic 
tables in a public plaza surrounded 
by a garden of native plants.

Hutton is the city’s director of 
planning and author of Leander’s 
Composite Zoning Ordinance, 
an award-winning document 
describing the city’s planning 
philosophy that directly affects 
how Leander looks now and in 
the future. 

Hutton’s plan for a walkable, 
inviting plaza in Old Town 
Leander is one example of 
composite zoning at work. 
Others are already in place — and more are on the way — yet citizens are not abuzz about composite 
zoning. It doesn’t work that way, Hutton said. 

leander’s zoning 
draws attention
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paved alley
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composite zoning at work: planned plaza in old town leander
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AVERY RANCH – from the $300s 

Grand Close Out

512-341-3545

WALSH TRAILS – from the $220s 

New model homes NOW OPEN

512-219-0895

BUILD ON YOUR LOT – from the $240s 

Choose from over 120 plans

512-930-5300

Lake Travis HWY620

HWY1431

Cedar Park

HWY183

LOOP360

Brushy Creek Rd.

Parmer
Lane

Cypress Creek Blvd.

Lakeline 
Blvd.

Anderson Mill Rd.

HWY29

Avery Ranch Blvd.

Dies Ranch Rd.

Park Place

VISIT A WILSHIRE MODEL HOME TODAY!

Prices subject to change without notice.

You say scrapbook queen.  
WE SAY DEDICATED HOBBY ROOM.

 At Wilshire Homes we speak your 
language. Tell us about your life 
and we’ll translate your needs into 
the perfect home for your family. 

Want to learn more? Let’s talk.
Go to wilshire-homes.com/letstalk.

 EQUAL

HOUSING

OPPORTUNITY

Design Center

2

1

3

1

2

3

Real Estate

Hours:
Breakfast: Monday-Saturday 7a.m. - 10a.m.

Lunch & Dinner: Monday-Saturday 10a.m. - 9p.m. 
Sunday 11a.m. - 8p.m.

1013 W. University Ave., Suite 310 • Georgetown, TX • 512-930-1212  • www.smokeymosbbq.com
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2000 S. IH-35, Suite H1-H2
Round Rock, TX 78681

OpeningGrand

I-35

620

45

79

S. M
ays St.

Between 5 p.m. and 9 p.m.:
Hourly giveaways

Free food
Live music

Wine tastings and special deals 
throughout entire weekend!

Friday July 18th & Saturday July 19th

512.310.9463

Hester’s Crossing

Custom winery with 90 LOWSULFITE wines

Real Estate
                July 2008
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How to hire a real 
estate agent to buy 
or sell a home
Using the T.R.U.S.T. method
by nicole boynton, realtor 

T-Trust
Your real estate agent should have integ-

rity, strength of character and the ability 
to do the job. Ask people you know and 
trust to recommend an agent. It stands to 
reason that if your friends or family have 
had a good experience with an agent, then 
that agent will work well with you.

R-Realtor vs. Real estate agent
Do you know if your agent is a Realtor? 

Not all real estate agents are Realtors, who 
are members of the National Association 
of Realtors, which includes a mandated 
Code of Ethics. Realtors hold themselves 
to a higher standard in adherence with the 
Code of Ethics and, in turn, your home 
sale receives a higher grade of service. For 
ease of reading, we will use the term agent 
in this article.

u-use your instincts
The most basic way to determine 

success with your agent should always 
include relying on your instinct. If you like 
everything he says in the interview, but 
something does not feel right, then you 
need to believe your gut. You may wish to 
interview several agents until you find one 
that seems to fit you best. You need to feel 
100 percent comfortable with your agent. 
Discussing your expectations up front will 
save many wrong turns later.

S-Specialties
When beginning the search to buy a 

home, determine your priorities in a buyer 
agent. You may want to contact the local 
real estate firms and ask if they have any-
one who specializes in your needs, such 
as specific geographic location or price 
range. Most agents will have information 
on their website that denotes their area of 
specialty. Drive through the area in which 
you wish to locate and find For Sale signs 
of agents already selling in that area. If you 
are thinking of buying a new home from 
a builder, make sure you have an agent to 
represent you in that transaction. An agent 
who specializes in new homes knows how 
to uncover unadvertised incentives, price 
reductions, provide reasoning for purchas-

ing an inventory home versus building 
from scratch and can help you determine 
which builders offer the features and loca-
tions you desire.

T-Time for you
You want someone representing you 

that can communicate in whatever manner 
and however often you deem acceptable. 
Make sure your agent has time for you and 
your home because he may have multiple 
clients and multiple deals, but you are only 
selling or buying this one house. Do you 
prefer updates via a phone call, an e-mail 
or an instant message? How would you 
feel if your agent called every day versus 
once a week? These are questions you 
should think about prior to meeting with 
an agent. Make sure you know what you 
expect from your agent so you can convey 
it clearly to them.

Nicole Boynton is a local Realtor with Sky Realty. 

To view the National Association of Realtor Code 
of Ethics, go to www.REALTOR.org. For further 
information on Realtors and real estate, visit the  
websites of the Williamson County Association of 
Realtors (www.wcaor.org) and the Austin Board of 
Realtors (www.abor.com.)

?Questions to ask before 
hiring your real estate 

How many homes did she sell last year? 
How many listings/clients does she have right now?
What is her list-to-sold price ratio? (selling agent’s only)
What is her average time on the market? 

(selling agent’s only)
What is her marketing forte? (selling agent’s only)
Does she have a team of 75 people or will you always

deal directly with her?
Is she a full-time agent or does she have a “day job?”
How many homes has she sold in that area?
What do her previous clients say about her?
What technology does she use to help buyers find your

home or help you find a home to buy?

key Statistics
MarKet data proVided 

by nicole boynton

Less than $100,000
$100 - $149.9k
$150 - $199.9k
$200 - $299.9k
$300 - $399.9k
$400 - $499.9k
$500 - $749.9k
$750 - $999.9k
$1 million +

Price range 

June 2008
June 2007
May 2008
April 2008
Mar. 2008
Feb. 2008 
Jan. 2008
Dec. 2007
Nov. 2007

107
137
92
90
69
64
70
66
81

Month  

43
64
38
45
40
29
18
54
44

15
29
17
14
20
8

17
11
13

$153,483
$137,332
$148,124
$163,628 
$156,511
$148,954
$135,737
$136,865
$144,527

$137,393
$99,805
$102,131
$117,575
$109,678
$135,268
$139,941
$114,514
$134,962

$227,306
$237,708
$225,436
$199,046
$229,201
$223,089
$232,670
$238,454
$219,152

Change in average 
selling price 

during last year

Change in average 
selling price 

during last year

Change in average 
selling price 

during last year

Georgetown Hutto Taylor

-$10,402 +$16,151 +$37,588-30 -21 -14

No. of sales Average price
Hutto Taylor Hutto Taylor

Change in number of
homes sold 

during last year

Change in number of
homes sold 

during last year

Change in number of
homes sold 

during last year

3
25
30
-

29
10
6
4
-

No. of Homes for Sale

3
25
8
1
5
-
1
-
-

Hutto Taylor
4
6
3
-
1
-
1
-
-

Avg. Days on Market

107
70
76
-

57
97

154
134

-

27
60
99
22

129
-

241
-
-

Hutto Taylor
53
56
71
-

301
-

128
-
-

Sky Realty
512-289-4663

nicole@512buyhome.com

table 
of 

neighborhoods at a Glance ............................................ 30
Residential Listings
Georgetown, Hutto and Taylor .......................................... 31
Cedar Park/Leander ............................................................... 31
Pflugerville/Round Rock ...................................................... 31

Read more at impactnews.com
• how to Fire your real estate agent   
   impactnews.com/fireagent
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104 anderson St. 109 Wimberly St.

206 Hyltin St.127 Holmstrom St.

3 Br. / 2.5 Ba. 
1,766 sq. ft. 

4 Br. / 2.5 Ba. 
3,000 sq. ft. 

4 Br. / 2 Ba. 
2,045 sq. ft. 

4 Br. / 2.5 Ba 
2,727 sq. ft.

Agent:  Michael Minick Agent:  Don Wilcox

Agent: Larry DavissonGoldwasser Real Estate 

$165,919 $179,900

$164,900$162,00 

759-1235 507-9689

658-5363470-2277

HuTTo - 78634

Featured Homes

Featured Homes

GeoRGeToWn - 78628

Hutto Town Square
• Middle school is within walking distance
• Community pool
• Active homeowners association
• Easy access to Hwy. 79 and Toll 130

Logan plateau
• Large lots and mature oak trees
• Located north of Williams Drive and east of 
  Shell Road
• Underground utilities including City of
   Georgetown water and wastewater

Schools
• Cottonwood Creek Elementary School
• Hutto Middle School
• Hutto High School

Schools
• Frost and McCoy Elementary Schools 
• Forbes Middle School
• Georgetown Ninth Grade Campus
• Georgetown High School
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109 Laverne Terrace
3 Br. / 2.5 Ba. 
2,700+ sq. ft. 

Agent:  Cheri Alderman

$459,900
970-8222

5

202 Jaydee Terrace
5 Br. / 6.5 Ba. 
5,269 sq. ft. 

Agent:  Darlene Buck

$817,000
818-1887

6

4

234 Logan Ranch Road
4 Br. / 4.5 Ba. 
4,065 sq. ft.

Agent: Katherine Reedholm

$587,975
964-3010

8

3

206 Laverne Terrace
4 Br. / 4 Ba 
4,100 sq. ft.

Agent: Pete Martin

 
818-2015
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$599,000
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78626 Georgetown Churchill Farms 302 Autumn Trail 4br/3ba 2,202 $189,500  Annette Wilson RE/MAX Centx 784-8690 
78626 Georgetown Meadows of Georgetown   921 Meadow Ridge Loop 4br/2.5ba 2,176 $158,900  Tommi Larrison, Realtor Coldwell Banker United, Realtors 630-5777 
78626 Georgetown Montgomery Addition 1710 S. Main St. 2br/2ba 1,539 $219,000  David Patch Propertiesmart Realty 930-8779 
78626 Georgetown N/A 20502 McShepherd 3br/2ba 1,568 $84,900  Don Wilcox Cornerstone Real Estate 759-5050 
78626 Georgetown Parkview Estates 102 Rio Vista Drive 3br/2ba 1,747 $164,500  Annette Wilson RE/MAX Centx 784-8690 
78626 Georgetown Riverbend 2922 Addie Lane 3br/2ba 1,875 $210,000  David Patch Propertiesmart Realty 930-8779 
78626 Georgetown San Gabriel River Estates 392 Courtnee’s Way 3-4br/2ba 2,650 $568,825  Courtney Kirk, Agent Century 21 HS & Assoicates 496-2718 
78626 Georgetown Stonehedge 500 Belmont Drive 4br/2.5ba  2,880 $220,000  Jeanette Byrum Dayton Abrego 837-2657 
78626 Georgetown Twin Creek Farms 30121 Twin Creek Drive N/A N/A $42,750  Annette Wilson RE/MAX Centx 784-8690 
78626 Georgetown Villages at Berry Crk 7745 Squirrel Hollow 4br/2.5ba 2,601 $213,000  Don Dungan, Broker Keller Williams 439-3628 
78628 Georgetown Country Club Acres 1105 Power Road 3br/2ba 1,536 $145,000  Linda Graves Coldwell Banker  United Realtors 784-3942 
78628 Georgetown Emerald Springs 105 Arrowhead Lane 3br/2ba 2,408 $225,000  Sherri Revier ERA Colonial  769-6000 
78628 Georgetown Escalera Ranch 225 VP Ranch Road N/A N/A $250,000  Annette Wilson RE/MAX Centx 784-8690 
78628 Georgetown Gabriels Overlook 300 Oak Meadow 4br/3ba 3,600 $568,000  N/A Malvaiz Builders Inc. 748-6078 
78628 Georgetown Georgetown Village 304 Rosedale Blvd. 3br/2ba 1,673 $177,000  Angie Moore ERA-Colonial 297-5536 
78628 Georgetown Logan Plateau Estates 111 Lovie Lane 5br/5/2half 5,694 $898,785  Katherine Reedholm Keller Williams, Realty 964-3010 
78628 Georgetown North Lake 204 Navajo Trail 3br/2ba 2,018 $1,960,000  N/A Rock Properties - REALTORS® 382-4320 
78628 Georgetown North Lakewood 101 Comanche 3br/2ba 2,470 $229,995  Terri Salyer Keller Williams, Realty  632-3761 
78628 Georgetown Oak Crest Estates 1 136 Spanish Oak 3br/2ba 1,702 N/A Agent Marie Wilson Marie Wilson Real Estate 635-3500 
78628 Georgetown River Ridge 305 Norwood Drive 4br/2.5ba 2,414 $255,000  Tommi Larrison, Realtor Coldwell Banker United, Realtors 630-5777 
78628 Georgetown Serenada Country Estates 4201 Azul Court 4br/2ba 2,793 $274,777  Kiersty Lombar Keller Williams, Realty 930-8722 
78628 Georgetown Serenada Estates 410 W. Esparada Drive 4br/3ba 2,800 $300,000  Sherri Revier ERA Colonial  769-6000 
78628 Georgetown The Enclave 221 Sutton Place 3-4br/4ba 4,121 $489,900  Courtney Kirk, Agent Century 21 HS & Assoicates 496-2718 
78628 Georgetown Villages of Berry Creek 7730 Little Deer 3br/2ba 1,610 $178,900  Vicki Vaughn Propertiesmart Realty 966-8555 
78628 Georgetown Wood Ranch 214 Cassidy Drive 3br/2.5ba 2,852 $339,900  Annette Wilson RE/MAX Centx 784-8690 
78633 Georgetown Gabriels Grove 130 Vista Lane 4br/3ba 3,525 $638,000  N/A Malvaiz Builders Inc. 748-6078 
78633 Georgetown Olde Oak Estates 203 Olde Oak Drive 3br/2.5ba 2,088 $210,000  Sherri Revier ERA Colonial  769-6000 
78633 Georgetown Shady Oaks 532 Buena Vista 4br/3ba 3,400 $525,000  Melissa Medina, Agent Realty World-John Horton & Associates 680-9013 
78633 Georgetown Sun City 123 Hill Country Drive 2br/2ba 1,822 $210,000  Sherri Revier ERA Colonial  769-6000 
78633 Georgetown Sun City 500 Dove Hollow 4br/3.5ba 3,007 $499,900  Sherri Revier ERA Colonial  769-6000 
78633 Georgetown West Ridge 205 S. Prairie Lane 4br/2ba 2,438 $197,000  Sherri Revier ERA Colonial  736-6000 
78633 Georgetown Woodland Park 108 Canyon Oak 3br/2ba 3,000 $469,500  Melissa Medina, Agent Realty World-John Horton & Associates 680-9013 
78634 Hutto Country Estates 100 Edison Drive 3br/2ba 1,685 $137,500  Lisa Hunt RE/MAX Vision 759-2210 
78634 Hutto Huttoparke 315 Wegstrom 4br/2ba 1,936 $136,500  Vicki Acheson ZipRealty, Inc. 423-0326 
78634 Hutto N/A 213 Peaceful Haven Way 3br/2ba 1,918 $157,500  Diane Naivar Cornerstone Real Estate 365-9548 
78634 Hutto N/A 109 Wimberley 4br/2.5ba 3,000 $184,800  Don Wilcox Cornerstone Real Estate 759-5050 
78634 Hutto Star Ranch 317 Wiltshire Drive 4br/3ba 2,860 $251,960  N/A Wilshire Homes 485-3316 
78634 Hutto The Heritage on San Gabriel 613 Heritage Cove 4br/3ba 3,566 $745,000  Lisa Hunt RE/MAX Vision 759-2210 
78634 Hutto Windmill Ridge 340 Windmill Ridge 3br/2.5ba 2,100 $400,000  David Patch Propertiesmart Realty 930-8779 
76574 Taylor A Y S 5401 CR 404 3br/2.5ba 1,494 $199,500  Art Baisley Brasfield Real Estate 365-6500 
76574 Taylor Bel-Air Add  2002 Davis 3 2 2 1,284 $119,500  Brenda Butler Brasfield Real Estate 365-6500 
76574 Taylor Dahlberg Estates 302 Pintail Lane 3br/2ba 2,050 $174,900  Sharla Gola Cornerstone Real Estate 365-9548 
76574 Taylor Dahlberg Estates Sec.2 2702 Paula Lane 3 2 2 1,968 $152,000  Donna Brasfield,GRI Brasfield Real Estate 365-6500 
76574 Taylor Doak Addition  802 Lizzie 3br/1ba 1,186 $59,900  Terri Salyer Keller Williams, Realty  632-3761 
76574 Taylor Hills of Mustang Creek 1900 Carey Ave. 4br/2.5ba 2,732 $298,500  Donna Brasfield,GRI Brasfield Real Estate 365-6500 
76574 Taylor N/A 515 W. Sixth St. N/A N/A $21,500  Jerry Head Cornerstone Real Estate 759-5050
76574 Taylor N/A 3601 CR 406 N/A N/A $88,000  Sharla Gola Cornerstone Real Estate 365-9548 
76574 Taylor N/A 4106 Zion 3br/2ba 1,444 $118,900  Don Wilcox Cornerstone Real Estate 759-5050 
76574 Taylor N/A 829 McClure 3br/2ba 2,245 $219,900  Retta Hill, Realtor Terra Properties, Inc. 844-6151 
76574 Taylor N/A 321 CR 368 4br/2ba 3,424 $399,000  Lisa Hunt RE/MAX Vision 759-2210 
76574 Taylor North Park    907 Yosemite 4br/2.5ba 2,962 $199,900  Donna Brasfield,GRI Brasfield Real Estate 365-6500 
76574 Taylor Taylor City 501 N. Doak 2br/1ba 1,126 $88,000  Art Baisley Brasfield Real Estate 365-6500 
76574 Taylor Winsett 400 Thorndale Road 3br/1ba 1,015 $74,900  Donna Brasfield,GRI Brasfield Real Estate 365-6500 
76574 Taylor Zarza P Sur 833 CR 422 3br/2ba  1,540 $91,900  Chris Cottle Brasfield Real Estate 898-0203 
76574 Taylor Zieschang 202 Hosack 3br/2ba 1,836 $98,103  Brenda Butler Brasfield Real Estate 365-6500 
78613 Cedar Park Carriage Hills 1800 Woodland 3br/2.5ba 2,344 $187,200  Chuma Jerome 1% Realty 423-5507 
78613 Cedar Park Cypress Creek 1804 Clay Lane 4br/2.5ba 2,841 $244,900  Sherri Revier ERA Colonial  769-6000 
78613 Cedar Park Forest Oaks 1218 Peyton Place 3br/2.5ba 2,137 $189,500  Shauna Holliman McDaniel Properties 740-7325 
78613 Cedar Park Forest Oaks 1010 Tallow Trail 4br/2ba 2,370 $250,000  Chuma Jerome 1% Realty 423-5507 
78613 Cedar Park Heritage Park 2306 John Tee Drive 3br/2ba 1,524 $144,900  David Durham Keller Williams 695-7910 
78613 Cedar Park High Meadow 506 Orchard St. 4br/2.5ba N/A $135,000  Mary Boatright RE/MAX Capital City 426-1881 
78613 Cedar Park Indian Springs 13403 Wagon Way 2br/1ba+loft 1,280 $125,000  Wendy Power, Agent Keller Williams 632-8533 
78613 Cedar Park Lakeline Oaks 904 Shannon Meadow Trail 4br/2.5ba 3,100 $257,000  Laurel Lee Hale Keller Williams Realty 567-3996 
78613 Cedar Park Ranch at Cypress Creek 1302 Chalk Lane 4br/2.5ba 2,731 $199,999  Linda Bishop Keller Williams Realty 794-6655 
78613 Cedar Park Twin Creeks 2308 Dervingham Drive 4br/2.5ba 3,210 $365,000  Cathy Wallace Keller Williams Realty 921-4150 
78641 Leander Block House Creek 17403 Bottle Springs 3br/2ba 1,744 $172,500  Chuma Jerome 1% Realty 423-5507 
78641 Leander Block House Creek 2611 Claudia  3br/2.5ba N/A $142,900  Mary Boatright RE/MAX Capital City 426-1881 
78641 Leander Block House Creek 2510 Tracy Cove 4br/2ba 2,052 $151,600  Karen Shauger Pacesetter Properties 785-9821 
78641 Leander Boulders at Crystal Falls 909 Applerock 6br/4.5ba N/A $300,000  Mary Boatright RE/MAX Capital City 426-1881 
78641 Leander Crystal Falls 1202 Sedona 4br/2ba 2,373 $239,900  Jeannette Morrison Keller Williams Realty 233-9775 
78641 Leander Lakeline Ranch 2708 Tumbling River 4br/2.5ba 3,008 $206,899  Sheila Hawkins-Bucklew Coldwell Banker United 736-2502 
78641 Leander Old Town Village 508 Friendship Cove 3br/2.5ba 2,551 $189,900  Shauna Holliman McDaniel Properties 740-7325 
78641 Leander Ridgewood  1302 Yountville Drive 3br/2ba N/A $180,000  Mary Boatright RE/MAX Capital City 426-1881 
78641 Leander Stifflemire 925 CR 177 3br/2ba 1,723 $434,500  Kimberly Olson, Realtor The Luedecke Group, Realtors 669-1281
78641 Leander Vineyards of Blockhouse 1301 Chardonnay Xing 4br/3ba 2,605 $201,000  Margaret Denena, CRS,GRI Prudential Texas Realty 784-7099 
78641 Leander Vista Ridge Oaks 13470 Vista Oaks Drive 5br/3ba 3,832 $485,000  Vicky Parker, Agent N/A 797-7070 
78660 Pflugerville Avalon 19508 Morgana Drive 4br/2.5ba 2,510 $251,705  Grand Haven Homes N/A 535-4573 
78660 Pflugerville Avalon 19417 Morgana Drive 4br/2.5ba 2,971 $277,825  Grand Haven Homes N/A 535-4573 
78660 Pflugerville Blackhawk 20201 Chayton Circle 4br/3.5ba 3,009 $302,869  N/A Wilshire Homes 485-3316 
78660 Pflugerville Cambridge Estates 711 Stevenage Drive 4br/2.5ba 3,060 $248,900  Linda Bishop Keller Williams Realty 794-6655 
78660 Pflugerville Fairways Blackhawk 19516 Vilamoura 4br/2ba 2,592 $239,000  Linda Graves Coldwell Banker  United Realtors 784-3942 
78660 Pflugerville Falcon Pointe 3004 Misty Heights 5br/3ba 4,570 $349,700  N/A Meritage Homes-Texas Collection 989-3374
78660 Pflugerville Falcon Pointe 19004 Boulder Crest 5br/4.5ba 4,541 $381,500  N/A Meritage Homes-Texas Collection 989-3374
78660 Pflugerville Heatherwilde 17116 Ardisia 3br/2ba 1,680 $139,000  Mitchell Gunter RE/MAX Round Rock 560-1333 
78660 Pflugerville Meadows of Blackhawk 2108 Boca Rio Court 4br/2ba 2,074 $186,500  Barbara Bittner & Becky Griner Coldwell Banker United 917-5712 
78660 Pflugerville N/A 808 Portchester Castle 6br/3.5ba 3,496 $244,900  Don Wilcox Cornerstone Real Estate 759-5050 
78660 Pflugerville N/A 729 Busleigh Castle Way 6br/3.5ba 3,528 $254,900  Don Wilcox Cornerstone Real Estate 759-5050 
78660 Pflugerville Park at Blackhawk 2708 Boca Chica Circle 3br/2ba 1,732 $158,900  Sherri Revier ERA Colonial  769-6000 
78660 Pflugerville Springbrook 204 Catumet 4br/2.5ba 3,302 $179,900  Karen Halsema Keller Williams 496-4526 
78660 Round Rock Settlers Meadow 14916 Lantern Drive 4br/2ba 1,851 $170,000  Angie Moore ERA-Colonial 297-5534

city subdivision address Bed/Bath sq. ft. price agent realtorZip code phone
georgetoWn, hutto, taylor, cedar parK, leander, pFlugerVille and round rocK

If you are a broker/agent, builder or property owner and would like to have your residential and/or commercial properties listed in our real estate section at no cost, please contact us at 
realestate@impactnews.com to request a submission form. All listings received will be considered for publication in one or more editions of Community Impact Newspaper.

19508 Morgana Drive, Pflugerville $251,705

2108 Boca Rio Court, Pflugerville $186,500

302 Pintail Lane $174,900

305 Norwood Drive, Georgetown $255,000

1804 Clay Lane, Cedar Park $244,900

613 Heritage Cove, Hutto $745,000

508 Friendship Cove, Leander $189,900

7745 Squirrel Hollow, Georgetown $213,000

321 CR 368, Taylor $399,000
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city subdivision address Bed/Bath sq. ft. price agent realtorZip code phone
round rocK

78664 Round Rock Chandler Creek 1215 Chamption 4br/2.5ba 2,616 $159,900  Pat Gunter RE/MAX Round Rock 750-0116
78664 Round Rock Chisholm Crossing 1348 Arizona Mesa Cove 3br/2ba 2,679 $219,000  Agent- Yazmin Perez Rock Wall Properties 698-1655 
78664 Round Rock Forest Creek 1918 Mulligan (lot) N/A N/A $55,000  Robert Fischer Keller Williams, Realty 791-0299
78664 Round Rock Forest Creek 5000 Sable Oaks 3br/2ba 2,017 $234,000  Mitchell Gunter RE/MAX Round Rock 560-1333 
78664 Round Rock Forest Creek 2235 Shark 4br/2.5ba 2,477 $235,000  Karen Halsema Keller Williams 496-4526 
78664 Round Rock Forest Creek 3946 Lord Byron Circle 4br/2ba 2,787 $269,000  Sara Kelley Team GMAC Real Estate 947-9032
78664 Round Rock Forest Creek 1520 Weiskopf Loop 5br/4ba 4,290 $385,000  David Durham Keller Williams 695-7910 
78664 Round Rock Forest Creek 2209 Hamlet 5br/4ba 4,206 $405,000  Karen Halsema Keller Williams 496-4526 
78664 Round Rock Forest Creek 2138 Hilton Head 5br/3.5ba 4,835 $480,000  Karen Halsema Keller Williams 496-4526 
78664 Round Rock Garden Villas at Curry Loop 2415B Curry Loop 2br/2ba 996 $99,900  David Durham Keller Williams 695-7910 
78664 Round Rock Greenslopes 1214 Green Terrace 4br/2.5ba 1,800 $129,900  Mitchell Gunter RE/MAX Round Rock 560-1333 
78664 Round Rock Greenslopes At Lakecreek Sec 05a 419 Meadowcreed Circle 4br/2ba 1,556 $126,000  Donna Brasfield,GRI Brasfield Real Estate 365-6500 
78664 Round Rock High Country 2412 Roundabout Lane 3br/2.5ba 1,744 $140,000  Barbara Bittner & Becky Griner Coldwell Banker United 431-6027 
78664 Round Rock Jester Farms 2201 Ada Lane 3br/2.5ba 1,570 $132,500  Terri Salyer Keller Williams, Realty 632-3761 
78664 Round Rock Lake Forest 1504 Bamfield Cove 4br/3.5ba 3,707 $324,500  Angie Moore ERA-Colonial 297-5536
78664 Round Rock Remington Heights 3129 Jazz 3br/2ba 1,631 $150,000  Pat Gunter RE/MAX Round Rock 750-0116
78664 Round Rock Sonoma 618 Rosemount Drive 5br/4ba 3,114 $325,000  N/A Wilshire Homes 485-3316 
78664 Round Rock Sonoma 1921 Paradise Ridge Drive (Model) 4br/3ba 2,803 $328,990  N/A Wilshire Homes 485-3316 
78664 Round Rock Springbrook Centre 1561 Jerusalem 3br/2ba 1,999 $170,000  Linda Patch Propertiesmart Realty 930-8781 
78664 Round Rock The Settlement 816 Clearwater 3br/2ba 1,448 $125,000  Mitchell Gunter RE/MAX Round Rock 560-1333 
78665 Round Rock Estates at Settlers Park 2113 Settlers Park Loop 4br/3ba 2,591 $249,900  Shauna Holliman McDaniel Properties 740-7325 
78665 Round Rock Forest Ridge 1305 Crimson Clover Court 4br/2.5ba 2,203 $189,900  Pat Gunter RE/MAX Round Rock 750-0116
78665 Round Rock Lake Forest 2631 Collingwood Drive 6br/5ba 4,688 $632,880  Courtney Kirk, Agent Century 21 HS & Assoicates 496-2718
78665 Round Rock Laurel Ridge 1309 Terra St. 3br/2ba 1,981 $165,000  Steve York/ Alexa Keller e-Executive Realty 275-9675
78665 Round Rock Paloma Lake 2422 Santa Barbara Loop 3br/2ba 2,042 $244,587  Grand Haven Homes N/A 497-3671 
78665 Round Rock Paloma Lake 2414 Santa Barbara Loop 4br/2.5ba 2,597 $274,599  Grand Haven Homes N/A 497-3671 
78665 Round Rock Paloma Lake 2426 Santa Barbara Loop 3br/5ba 2,825 $289,241  Grand Haven Homes N/A 497-3671 
78665 Round Rock Paloma Lake 2617 Los Alamos Pass 4br/3.5ba 3,468 $355,636  Jeannie Bruton Taylor Morrison 341-7611 
78665 Round Rock Paloma Lake 2533 Los Alamos Pass 4br/3.5ba 4,135 $390,381  Jeannie Bruton Taylor Morrison 341-7611 
78665 Round Rock Pioneer Crossing 1112 Kenneys Way 3br/2ba 1,722 $150,000  Mitchell Gunter RE/MAX Round Rock 560-1333 
78665 Round Rock Round Rock Ranch 2107 Valerian Trail 3br/2.5ba 2,263 $170,900  Brian Kerman, Agent RE/MAX Austin Advantage 921-4490 
78665 Round Rock Ryans Crossing 3436 Sandy Koufax 3br/2.5ba 2,256 $190,000  Robert Fischer Keller Williams, Realty 791-0229
78665 Round Rock Teravista 4124 Green Vista 5br/3.5ba 3,637 $300,000  Pat Gunter RE/MAX Round Rock 750-0116
78681 Round Rock Behrens Ranch 2800 Stonecreek Place 5br/4ba 3,624 $349,990  Lorella Martin Keller Williams 784-5238
78681 Round Rock Behrens Ranch 2407 Arbor Drive 5br/3.5ba 4,389 $389,000  Linda Graves Coldwell Banker  United Realtors 784-3942 
78681 Round Rock Bent Tree 2031 Bent Tree Loop 4br/3ba 3,084 $239,900  Pat Gunter RE/MAX Round Rock 750-0116
78681 Round Rock Brushy Creek 2970 Overland 4br/2.5ba 2,511 $279,500  Terri Salyer Keller Williams, Realty  632-3761 
78681 Round Rock Cat Hollow 16536 Avaranche Way 5br/4ba 4,122 $299,900  Kevin Phelps Phelps Properties 443-8542 
78681 Round Rock Cimarron 2001 Rock Creek Drive 4br/2.5ba 2,132 $212,500  Barbara Bittner & Becky Griner Coldwell Banker United 431-6027 
78681 Round Rock Fern Bluff 8401 Columbia Falls 3br/2ba 1,706 $142,500  Pat Gunter RE/MAX Round Rock 750-0116
78681 Round Rock Hidden Glen 1105 Hidden Glen 5br/4ba 4,228 $430,000  Karen Halsema Keller Williams 496-4526 
78681 Round Rock Mayfield Ranch 3805 Vallarta 3br/2ba 1,968 $210,000  Pat Gunter RE/MAX Round Rock 750-0116
78681 Round Rock Mayfield Ranch 3512 Pine Needle Circle 4br/2.5ba 2,980 $249,900  Jeannette Morrison Keller Williams Realty 233-9775 
78681 Round Rock Mayfield Ranch 3820 Bram Cove 3br/2ba 2,794 $315,000  Mitchell Gunter RE/MAX Round Rock 560-1333

1504 Bamfield Cove, Round Rock $324,500

2533 Los Alamos Pass, Round Rock $390,381

5000 Sable Oaks, Round Rock $234,000

3805 Vallarta, Round Rock $210,000

1214 Green Terrace, Round Rock $129,900


