
Neigborhood Dining
Dale’s Essenhaus
Page 20 

Business Profile
Everything Hippo
Page 7

PRSRT STD
US POSTAGE PAID

COMMUNITY IMPACT
PERMIT NO. 411

78626

Everything Hippo owner
Mahlon Arnett 

Community Savings Guide begins page 33

Printed on recycled paper

w w w . i m p a c t n e w s . c o m

by beth Wade

Residents of Georgetown and Hutto will 
vote in the local election races May 10. 

Georgetown Mayor Gary Nelon an-
nounced in December that he would not 
seek re-election.

“I got to thinking as I started contem-
plating running for a third term that six 
years in office was sounding about right 
and nine years was starting to sound like 
a long time,” Nelon said. “I always knew I 
would self limit because there is no term 
limit. So, you have to rely on what you 
think is the right thing to do. In my case, 
two terms sounded like the right amount 
of public service in that job.”

Nelon has served as mayor since be-
ing elected in 2002. Two candidates have 
filed to run for his position, including 
former city councilman Doug Smith 
and former interim superintendent of 
Georgetown Independent School Dis-
trict George Garver.

Smith, who filed for the mayoral elec-
tion after hearing of Nelon’s retirement, 
has served on several nonprofit boards 
and was a Georgetown councilman from 
2001 to 2007.

“[Nelon] has done a good job. He has 
maintained a good tone on the council, 
leading the council, and I will maintain 
that same tone,” Smith said. “[The tone] 
is one that is respectful of all citizens. I 
consider myself a consensus builder, and 
I will work towards that goal.”

Smith moved with his wife to George-
town in 1996 after retiring from Shell Oil 
Company as a chemical engineer. 

Smith’s concern for the city is its 
growth and what that will mean for the 
infrastructure, he said. 

“Georgetown has doubled [in popula-
tion] in the last 10 years and will double 
again in the next 10 years. We have to 
have ways for people to get from point 
A to point B,” Smith said. “The current 
roads that we have will probably not be 
adequate. They are becoming that way 
now. With the population doubling, we 
have to be proactive to stay ahead or at 
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Local economy fares better than nation

CONTINUED ON |10
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With oil above $100 a barrel, subprime mortgage foreclosures 
high and murmurs of a national recession persisting, Central Tex-
as is likely to see some effects. At this time, however, many say that 
the local economy is strong and its future bright.

“We’ve got a very robust local economy, and it continues to out-
perform the national economy,” said Mel Pendland, Georgetown’s 
chamber of commerce president. “All the indications are that what 
we have is healthy and sustainable.”            
Reasons why

Growth rate is typically a good indicator of economic strength, 
and Central Texas is in the midst of a population boom. As people 
flock to the area, they fill jobs, buy homes and pump dollars into 
the economy.

“Recent growth rates are very good, and future projections show 
that Williamson County in particular is in the cross hairs of some 
excellent long-term growth,” said Mark Thomas, economic devel-
opment director for Georgetown.

A second indicator is the unemployment rate. Area unemploy-
ment is 3.8 percent, lower than the national average of 4.6 percent.

Danny Klingler, project manager at consulting firm Angelou 
Economics, said real estate is one important reason why the re-
gional economy has been resistant to the nation’s downturn.

by Shannon Colletti

Annexation’s role 
in city growth

Voters head to polls

Story highlightS

• Overview Of annexatiOn prOcess

• GeOrGetOwn, HuttO and taylOr’s 
recent acquisitions

The populations of Georgetown, Hutto 
and Taylor continue to increase, causing city 
officials routinely to evaluate the size of their 
cities land-wise. But acquiring more land is 
not as easy as it was in the 1800s, when pio-
neers raced to claim their new property by 
simply driving a stake into the ground.

When cities today want to expand their 
limits, city staff must engage in the process 
of annexation.

“The basic reasons cities annex are to 
control or regulate development, and the 

CONTINUED ON |16

Annexation This is how a city adds land into its area 
of authority. Once annexed, residents are subject to 
city taxes and receive city services.

City services Provisions that are offered to residents 
within the city limits include police and fire 
protection, solid waste collection, water, wastewater, 
library use, utilities and street maintenance.

Extraterritorial jurisdiction (EtJ) A city has the 
ability to govern areas beyond the city limits. A 
city may annex land within its ETJ, which is 1 mile 
around the city limits for cities with a population 
less than 25,000. That area increases by 1 mile for 
every 25,000 people.

General law city A city typically with less than 
5,000 people operates according to specific state 
statutes that prescribe its powers and duties.

Home rule city Any city with more than 5,000 
people in which the citizens have adopted a home 
rule charter is a home rule city. Home rule cities 
look to state law to determine what they may not 
do, whereas general law cities must look to state 
law to determine what they may do.

involuntary (or unilateral) annexation 
Annexation is initiated by a city without the 
consent of the property owner. There are two types: 
those required in a three-year annexation plan and 
those exempted from the three-year annexation 
plan process. Exempted annexations include areas 
with less than 100 residential tracts, among others 
identified in the Texas Local Government Code.

three-year annexation plan Every city in Texas 
was required to adopt an annexation plan on or 
before Dec. 1, 1999, for the purposes of deciding 
what services the city would provide to an area 
once it is annexed.

Voluntary annexation This is an annexation 
initiated when a city receives a petition for 

annexation from a property owner.

Georgetown businesses support theory 
that Austin region is doing well

Nonprofit Profile
Rotary Club International
Page 21

Local Election
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terms to know

How Georgetown compares to the U.S.
 Key indicators of both economies

Indicator

Unemployment rate
(2007)

Population growth rate
(Feb. 2007 and Feb. 2008)

Median income
(2006)

Gross retail sales
(Q1-Q3 2007)

New jobs created

Existing single-family 
home sales

Median sales price of 
existing single-family 
homes (2007)
Sources: Bureau of Labor Statistics; U.S. Census Bureau; City of Georgetown;
             Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts; Jenel Looney, Moreland Properties       
             realtor; Rural Capital Area Workforce Development Board
Note: All figures are estimates

Georgetown

3.80%

6.59%

Individual: $24,547*
Household: $60,642*
* Williamson County

$787.32 million

17,813 (2002)
23,092 (2006) +29.6%

1,145 (2005)
1,280 (2006) +11.8%
1,203 (2007)     -6.0%

$185,375

United States

4.60%

0.95%

Individual: $25,795
Household: $48,200

$2.98 trillion

130,340,000 (2002)
136,092,000 (2006) +4.4%

6,180,000 (2005)
5,677,000 (2006)   -8.1%
4,939,000 (2007) -13.0%

$217,900

Sources: City of Taylor, Texas Municipal League/
www.tml.org, www.georgetown.org 
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St. David’s HealthCare performs more open-heart surgeries, more cardiac catheterizations, more cardiac angioplasties 

and stent insertions than anyone in central Texas. We are the only area healthcare system to offer fully accredited Chest 

Pain Centers at all hospital locations. When you turn to a St. David’s physician specialist for your heart, you plug into 

the region’s leader in heart care.

Find your St. David’s doctor at: StDavids.com or (512) 478-DOCS.

We have the doctors you want.

St . Dav id ’s  Nor th  Aus t in  Med ica l  Cente r  •  S t . Dav id ’s  Round  Rock  Med ica l  Cente r
St . Dav id ’s  Georgetown Hosp i ta l
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One of my few guilty pleasures involves 
a silver BMW motorcycle. This time of 
year, my wife is especially gracious in 
allowing me to “explore.” As I returned 
from a ride recently, I was impressed by 
the way in which the natural features of the 
Hill Country flow into some of our newly 
developed areas. Coming from a construc-
tion background, I know that the easy way 
to build and the responsible way to build 
are not always the same. I appreciate liv-
ing in a city whose leaders recognize that 
the natural beauty of our area can coexist 
with development by utilizing responsible 
building practices.

 As this edition of Community Impact 
Newspaper is being mailed out, so is the 
very first issue of our fifth newspaper in 

Southwest Austin. General Manager Karin 
Shaver and her team have done a remark-
able job, and there is quite a buzz among 
the residents of Oak Hill, Manchaca 
and surrounding areas. The smiles and 
handshakes we have received in Southwest 
Austin have been a great reminder that re-
gardless of the geographic area, people still 
genuinely care about their communities 
and about what is happening locally.

As we create the new issue of Com-
munity Impact Newspaper every month, 
we are mindful that you don’t have time 
to sift through “fluff ” in order to find the 
important information that impacts you 
locally. Reading our paper represents an 
investment of your time- we appreciate it, 
and we do not take it lightly.

 When I wrote my first note in last 
month’s edition, I concluded it by asking for 
your comments and feedback. Your kind 
words make the hard work of producing 
our newspaper all the more enjoyable for 
our staff. Consider the request for feedback 
a standing invitation.

Matt Painter

General 
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5  Start your engines
Motorcycle enthusiasts have a new place 
to shop. FlipSide CycleMart, 40109 
Industrial Park Circle, opened in January. 
The store sells TNG scooters, aftermarket 
Harley-Davidson and custom motorcycle 
parts. FlipSide is a motorcycle inspection 
station with technicians for minor repairs. 
For more information, call 863-0707 or 
visit www.flipsidecyclemart.com or 
tngscooters.flipsidecyclemart.com.

Red Poppy Fest
6  The Ninth Annual Red Poppy 

Festival is April 26 and 27 in downtown 
Georgetown. Off the Record will perform 
at 8 p.m. April 25 to kick off the event. 
April 26 will begin with a parade at 10 
a.m., and Kelly Willis will perform at 9 
p.m.  For information, call 800-436-8696 
or visit www.redpoppyfestival.com. 
7  The SERTOMA Club of Georgetown, 

along with the Georgetown Cyclopaths 
and Sun City Cyclists, will host the fourth 
annual Red Poppy Ride April 26 at 
8 a.m. at Georgetown High School Ninth 
Grade Campus, 2295 North Austin Ave. 
The 14-, 30-, 45-, or 62-mile rides benefit 
the SERTOMA scholarship program for 
Georgetown ISD, the Williamson County 
Children’s Advocacy Center and bicycle 
safety and advocacy for children and 
adults. Registration is $25 for individu-
als or $70 for families. Online registration 
closes April 25. For more information, visit 
www.redpoppyride.com.

Genuine. Dependable. 
And handmade right here 

in the heart of Texas.  
We’re First State Bank 

Central Texas, and like a 
well-made pair of Texas 

boots, a good fit right 
down to the ground. 

Twenty-six locations and 
growing, all right here 
just to make banking 

easier for you.

Friendly Style 
Banking

711 San Gabriel Village Blvd. 
Ste. 100 

Georgetown, TX 78626

512-863-6315

www.fsbcentex.com

GENUINE. 
DEPENDABLE.
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Georgetown
1  Bowl-a-rama

Georgetown bowling alley, Mel’s Lone Star 
Lanes, 1010 N. Austin Ave., will open April 
14. The 40-lane alley has four party rooms, 
a 3,000 sq. ft. arcade, lockers, full-size 
kitchen, large snack bar, satellite mini bar 
and separate sports bar. Party reservations 
are being taken, and leagues are forming. 
For more information, call 930-2200 or 
visit www.melslonestarlanes.com. 

2  It’s all Greek to me
Plaka Greek Cafe, 115 N. IH 35, is owned 
and operated by George Betondos, who 
founded two other Greek restaurants in the 
Austin area. Plaka opened March 26. For 
more information, call 863-5008.

3  Cover your windows
Southern Shutters and Blinds opened its 
first Georgetown location March 27 at 3415 
Williams Drive, Ste. 140. The store offers 
a variety of window treatments. For more 
information, call 931-0400 or visit 
www.southernshuttersusa.com. 

4  Oh baby
Doctors John and Vincent Sherman have 
a new office under construction. George-
town OB-GYN is expected to open in 
mid-April at 602 High Tech Drive with ap-
proximately 5,200 sq. ft. of space. For more 
information, call 863-8600.

No. 2 city to live and launch
Georgetown was named the No. 2 city in 
the country to live in and launch a busi-
ness for 2008 by Fortune Small Business 
magazine. The magazine said Georgetown’s 
welcoming of 270 new businesses in the 
last two years, its low water and electric-
ity rates and its low property taxes are just 
some of the reasons the area is considered 
entrepreneur friendly. For more informa-
tion, visit www.money.cnn.com/
magazines/fsb/bestplaces/2008. Cyclists from last year’s Red Poppy Ride

*Map not to scale

GEORGEtOwN, HUttO & tAyLOR
community    impact

Shel
l R

d.

Honoring our youth
To celebrate National Boys & Girls Club 
Week, the Georgetown Boys & Girls Club 
hosted its third annual open house April 
3. The club emphasizes the arts, health and 
life skills, character and leadership devel-
opment, education and career development 
and sports, fitness and recreation. At the 
event, Mayor Gary Nelon presented the 
2007-2008 “Youth of the Year” award to 
12-year-old Angel Carroll. For more infor-
mation, call 868-3700.

8  Consultant moves
Marlene McMichael, owner of McMichael 
and Co., LLC, moved her business into 
a new 2,200 sq. ft. office at 714 S. Austin 
Ave., Ste. 201. McMichael is a business 
consultant and lobbyist. For more informa-
tion, call 869-2059. 

9  Tame your locks
Hair salon Mane Tamers, 4112 Williams 
Drive, Ste. 105, opened in February. The 
salon has three stylists. This is owner Larry 
Lugo’s fourth location. Call 930-2780 or 
visit www.lugosmanetamers.com. 

Pet adoption options
10 Georgetown Animal Shelter, 110 
Walden Drive, has new hours. The shelter 
will be open Mondays, Tuesdays, Thurs-
days and Fridays 11 a.m. to 6 p.m., Satur-
days and Sundays noon to 4 p.m. and is 
closed Wednesdays. For more information, 
call 930-3592 or visit 
www.georgetown.org.

11 The Williamson County Regional 
Animal Shelter, 1855 S.E. Inner Loop, 
celebrated its first birthday in March. The 
15,000 sq. ft. shelter is funded through a 
partnership with the county and the cities 
of Round Rock, Hutto, Leander and Cedar 
Park. Call 943-3322 or visit 
www.wilcopets.org. Ph
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Hutto
Cutting rates
In an effort to lower the cost of energy for 
Hutto citizens, the city joined Atmos Texas 
Municipalities (ATM), an organization of 
cities served by Atmos Energy Corp. As a 
member the city became part of a coalition 
of 48 ATM cities to deny the rate increase 
requested by Atmos. For more informa-
tion, call Laurie Brewer at 759-4046. 

12 Church reopens
On Palm Sunday, the Hutto Discovery 
United Methodist Church held its first 
service since moving from East Street to its 
new location at 350 Ed Schmidt Blvd. last 
May. While being renovated over the past 
year, services were held in the old middle 
school on College Street. For more infor-
mation, call 846-1707 or visit 
www.huttodiscovery.org.

13 Hutto Director award
Hutto Economic Development Corpo-
ration Executive Director Scott Marti-
nez earned the designation of Certified 
Economic Developer March 16. This is the 
highest certification an economic develop-
er can receive. For more information, call 
759-2806 or visit www.iedconline.org. 

Taylor
Budget award
The Government Finance Officer’s As-
sociation of the United States and Canada 
honored the City of Taylor and the City of 
Hutto with its Distinguished Budget Pre-
sentation Award for their ’07-’08 budgets. 
For more information, contact your city 
finance director.

14 New TEDC 
president
On April 1, the 
Taylor Economic 
Development 
Corporation 
said goodbye to 
executive director 
John Nelson, 
who is retiring, 
and welcomed Jason Ford as the new 
president/CEO. Ford has worked with the 
corporation for the past five months as a 
consultant and had previous experience 
with the Greater Austin Chamber of 
Commerce as an economic development 
director. For more information, call 
352-4325 or visit www.tayloredc.com.

Go on an odyssey
Taylor ISD sent eight Odyssey of the Mind 
teams to the state tournament, April 4-5. 
Odyssey of the Mind is an international 
program that provides problem-solving 
opportunities. For more information, visit 
www.taylorisd.org.

1st Annual Shaping Healthy 
Communities Recognition Dinner 

Featuring guest speaker Jay Miller, Round Rock Express 
president, and Round Rock’s mayor, Nyle Maxwell; benefits 
the Lone Star Circle of Care
United Heritage Center at the Dell Diamond, 3400 E. Palm 
Valley Blvd., Round Rock 
5:30 p.m. • $100/person • 868-1124 x250 • www.lscctx.org

Georgetown Chamber of Commerce’s 
Annual Golf Tournament

Awards and prizes immediately following
Berry Creek Country Club, 30500 Berry Creek Drive, 
Georgetown
8 a.m. or 1 p.m. (choice of two shotgun starts) 
$125/person, includes green fee, cart, refreshments, 
breakfast and lunch or lunch and dinner
930-3535 • www.georgetownchamber.org 

Walk Me Home ... To the Place I Belong 
5K Walk/Run Fundraiser

Raise awareness for foster care issues and funds for local 
and state organizations and the National Foster Parent 
Association 
San Gabriel Park, Georgetown
9 a.m.-1 p.m.; kids’ 1K fun run at 10:30 a.m. • $30 
719-3222 • www.walkmehome.org

Taylor’s Bloomin’ Festival 2008
Main Street Program-sponsored event including a car show, 
arts and crafts, horticulture demonstrations, agriculture 
exhibits, entertainment, food and children’s activities
Historic downtown • 10 a.m.-5 p.m. • Free
352-5448 • www.ci.taylor.tx.us

Annual Catfish Fishing Derby
Participants age 17+ must have a fishing license
San Gabriel Park, Georgetown
7-11:30 a.m. • $2 for ages 12 and under, $3 for 13+
930-3595 • parks.georgetown.org

Georgetown Symphony Society Concert
Temple Symphony Orchestra with Jose Feghali

Klett Center for the Performing Arts, 2211 North Austin Ave.
4 p.m. • Adults $20, students $5 • 864-9591

Friends of the Georgetown Symphony Society 
Auction Fundraiser
Basie, Boots & BBQ benefiting the symphony society
Georgetown High School, 2211 North Austin Ave.
6 p.m. • $25 • 863-6504

Annunciation Maternity Home Banquet
Most Reverend Gregory Aymond, Bishop, Diocese 

of Austin and Most Reverend Charles V. Grahmann, Bishop 
Emeritus, Diocese of Dallas to speak
St. Louis Catholic Church, 7601 Burnet Road, Austin
6:30 p.m. • $35/person • 864-7755
www.thematernityhome.org

Behind the Scenes presented by 
Friends of the Georgetown Public Library
Amanda Eyre Ward, author of “Forgive Me,” speaks
Georgetown Public Library, 402 W. Eighth St.
2 p.m. • $13 in advance, $15 at the door
635-3447 • www.library.georgetown.org

Relay For Life of Georgetown
Forbes Middle School, 1911 NE Inner Loop

Survivor reception 5-7 p.m., main event 7 p.m.-7 a.m. 
$25/team, up to 15 members • 966-1464
www.events.cancer.org/rflgeorgetowntx

Relay For Life of Taylor
Memorial Stadium, corner of W. Lake Drive and Davis Street
7 p.m.-7 a.m. • $5/person • 365-7031
www.events.cancer.org/rfltaylortx

2nd Annual Prom Fair
Benefiting Keri’s Fairy Godmother Foundation

Students must bring a student ID, their most recent report 
card and a guardian with a valid ID.
My Party Palace, 208 W. Bagdad Road, Round Rock
10 a.m.-5 p.m. • Free • www.austinfairygodmother.org

Argentine Tango Dance Party
Instructors Mardi Brown and Stephen Shortnacy 
Free dance lessons will be given May 3, 6-7 p.m. at 
Georgetown Recreation Center
Bar None Coffee Co., 105 Wildwood Drive, Ste. 101 
7 p.m. • Free • 864-2428 • www.barnonecoffee.com

Fourth Annual Georgetown Shred Day
Sponsored by First Texas Bank, the public can bring 
documents that contain personal information to be shredded
First Texas Bank parking lot, 900 S. Austin Ave.
9 a.m.-noon • Free • 863-2567

Relay For Life of Hutto
Hutto High School, 101 FM 685 

7 p.m.-7 a.m. • $25/team • 586-3656
www.events.cancer.org/rflhuttotx

Bill Bradley speaks at Southwestern
The NBA Hall of Fame inductee and former U.S. 

senator gives the 2008 Shilling Lecture.
Simulcast viewing at F.W. Olin Building, room 110, 
Southwestern University, Georgetown
7 p.m. • Free for the simulcast viewing (tickets sold out)
863-1483 • www.southwestern.edu/shilling-lectures

3rd Annual Dog Leg Classic Golf Tournament
Benefiting the Humane Society of Williamson County
Cimarron Hills Golf Club, 103 Cimarron Hills Trail, Georgetown
8 a.m. registration, 9:15 a.m. shotgun start
Individuals $150, teams $500 • 260-3602 • www.hswc.net

2nd Annual Showcase Invitational Golf 
Tournament

Four-person scramble benefiting the Lone Star Circle of Care
Cimarron Hills Golf Club, 103 Cimarron Hills Trail, Georgetown
9 a.m. shotgun start 
$250/person for golf, gift pack, lunch and drink tickets 
868-1124 x250 • www.lscctx.org

Blood drive
Sponsored by the Scott & White Blood Center, all 

donors will receive gifts, prizes and free food.
Georgetown Parks and Recreation administration building, 
1101 N. College St. • 10 a.m.-2 p.m. • 930-3596

2008 Citywide Trash-Off and Cleanup
Unload your trash and debris

1424 N. Main St. and 1400 block of Welch Street, Taylor
8 a.m.-3 p.m. • $5-$15 per load, depending on size of load
352-3463 • fred.switzer@ci.taylor.tx.us

CR 136

events    calendar

“Chanticleer” by Seymore Barab 
(an opera for children)

Presented by Southwestern University Opera Theatre, 
directed by Bruce Cain and assisted by David Utterback
Alma Thomas Theater, Southwestern University  
7 p.m. • Free and open to the public 
863-1379 • www.ssfa.southwestern.edu

2nd Annual Hutto Family Health & 
Fitness Fair

Hosted by HOPE Pregnancy Center
Hutto Middle School, 1005 Exchange Blvd. 
11 a.m.-3 p.m. • Free • 846-1902

Serendipity Children’s Festival 
A children’s music and arts festival hosted by Community 
Montessori School in Georgtown, featuring Sara Hickman
Community Montessori School, 500 Pleasant Valley Road
10 a.m.-4 p.m. • $12 (ages 13+), $8 (ages 3-12), free (ages 
2 and under) • 863-7920 • www.community-montessori.org 

Texas Hill Country Food and Wine 
Sunday Fair

San Gabriel Park, Georgetown 
Noon-5 p.m. • $50, children under 13 free
249-6300 • www.texaswineandfood.org

Hutto Lions Club Golf Tournament
Star Ranch Golf Club, 2500 FM 685, Hutto

12:30 p.m. • $100 individual, $400 teams • 817-781-1788

Hope for the Homeless Forum
Georgetown Project to discuss homeless children

McCombs Campus Center, Southwestern University
8-11:30 a.m. • 943-5198 • www.georgetownproject.com

Third annual Large Act Concert at 
Southwestern University

Cake, a California-based band, kicks off its national tour
Corbin J. Robertson Center, 930 Southwestern Blvd.
Doors open at 7 p.m.; concert begins at 8 p.m.
$15 general admission, $10 for students
863-1345 • www.southwestern.edu/studentactivities/cake

Taylor Economic Development Board 
Open House

Welcoming new president/CEO Jason Ford
TEDC office, 316 N. Main St.
2-5:30 p.m. • 352-4325 • www.tayloredc.com

Georgetown Mayoral Forum
Candidates George Garver and Doug Smith and moderator 
Eric McKinney, interim chaplain of Southwestern University
McCombs Campus Center, Southwestern University
7-8:30 p.m. • Free and open to the public • 863-1662  

Special Needs Dance: Hawaiian Luau
Hosted by Georgetown Parks & Recreation, with food, 
dancing, prizes and free pictures, and attendees are 
encouraged to wear Hawaiian attire.
Georgetown Recreation Center, 1003 N. Austin Ave. 
6-8 p.m. • $3* (*A caregiver or family member, whose 
admission is free, must be with the participant at all times.)
930-3596 • parks.georgetown.org, hschwan@georgetowntx.org Calendar events must be submitted by the 22nd of the preceding month. 

E-mail Beth at bwade@impactnews.com or call 989-6808.
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News or questions about Georgetown, Hutto or Taylor? 
E-mail scolletti@impactnews.com.

Jason Ford
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INNER SPACE CAVERN • gEoRgEtowN
business    profile In 1963, while drilling to test 

the stability of the ground to 
build IH 35, the Texas Highway 
Department, now the Texas 
Department of Transportation, 
found an air pocket. Workers 
drilled a larger hole and lowered 
the smallest man on the crew into 
the unknown. He was the first 
person to see the cave, known as 
Inner Space Cavern.

“When they discovered the 
cave, they were having a big push 
to go to the moon and explore 
‘out space,’ and while they were 
exploring ‘out space,’ they were 
exploring ‘inner space’ inside the 
earth,” said Inner Space Cavern’s 
general manager, Taunya Vessels.

Prior to 1963, the cave, which 
is the largest known cave in 
Williamson County, had been 
completely sealed for more than 
10,000 years.

 After its discovery, the 
Laubach family, who owns the 
land just west of IH 35 and some 
land on the east side, blasted an 
entrance into the cave. 

The family owns nearly five 
total miles of cave because of a 
law that states whoever owns 
the entrance to a cave owns the 
entire cave.

The Laubachs lease the cave 
to the Georgetown Corporation, 
established to help develop the 
cave, including creating its path-
ways and lighting system. The 

corporation now runs the gift 
shop and tour business.

“For me, it is about the science 
and teaching the history of the 
earth,” said Amy Daniel, Inner 
Space tour guide and science 
teacher at Pflugerville High 
School. “But also, I think, the 
really important part of it is the 
watershed aspect of it. This is 
part of the natural flow of water 
through our Earth.” 

Tours of the cave and the gift 
shop began in 1966. 

Visitors are taken into the cave 
by tram. The first few rooms are 
cool, but the humidity rises once 
deeper inside. The landscape 
of the cave is similar to the Hill 
Country above.

“People are surprised by the 
humidity and the temperature 
of the cave,” Daniel said, “even 
the walking up and down in the 
cave.”

At the time of its opening, 
scientists were still exploring the 
cave. They found the remains of 
several extinct species of animals, 
including saber toothed cats, 
wooly mammoths and the Equus, 
a horse-like creature with shorter 
legs that was completely blind. 
Scientists are still interested in 
the cave and what lives inside.

“We have an entomologist 
from [SWCA Environmen-
tal Consultants] to study our 
insects,” Daniel said. “He has 

inner Space Cavern
Underneath iH 35 at exit 259, 

Georgetown
931-2283

www.innerspace.com

decided that the species of beetle 
that lives in our cave only lives 
in Inner Space Cavern. So that 
would make it unique.” 

Today, Inner Space is a tourist 
attraction and educational expe-
rience for visitors from around 
the region and the world.

“What is amazing for me is 
the amount of tourism we get 
here. We get a lot of people from 
Norway and Japan,” Daniel said. 
“They come from around the 
world to Georgetown, Texas, 
because you wouldn’t expect that. 
This cave actually brings people 
[to Georgetown].” 

The cave consists of several 
types of formations, including 
stalactites and stalagmites, cave 
popcorn, cave ice, the Flowstone, 
cave coral and cave drapery. 
On the tour, guests are taken 
room by room and told made-
up stories about cave kings and 
castles, sharks and mermaids and 
cartoon character formations. 

“My favorite part of the cave 
is Lakes of the Moon [a room at 
one time thought to resemble 
the moon] because of the water,” 
Daniel said. “[The cave] was 
pretty last summer when it was 
raining. The water would just 
flow down the Flowstone. That 
was just beautiful to see.”

by beth Wade

The cavern’s resident bats, the 
Eastern Pipistrelle, are the smallest 
in Texas and second smallest in 
the country. They moved into the 
cave after its opening in the 1960s.
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EVERythINg hIPPo • hUtto
business    profile

The name Everything Hippo 
says it all about Mahlon 

Arnett’s store. 
The shop is home to anything 

and everything, well, hippo. Ar-
nett opened his business, which 
is now the city’s main supplier of 
hippo souvenirs, in August 2006. 

“We get a lot of tourists com-
ing in,” Arnett said. “Down the 
street you have Henrietta, the 
14,000-pound hippo that has 
been there for a number of years. 
Any day that’s half sunny, you will 

Everything Hippo
203 East St. • 846-1195 

www.everythinghipposhop.com

civic duT y
Mahlon Arnett was named 
Citizen of the Year by the Hutto 
Chamber of Commerce in 
February. Arnett is involved 
with the chamber, city council, 
the school district and the 
Hutto Citizens Group. He also 
served on the Hutto Economic 
Development Board. In 2004 
he began the Hutto Business 
Update, a newsletter that is 
published four times a year. The 
magazine includes the chamber’s 
and EDC’s newsletters.

A hippo figurine 
at Arnett’s store

by beth Wade

find people getting their picture 
taken there.”

Arnett’s ideas were born from 
a passion for the school district’s 
mascot, which the city later ad-
opted. He felt it would be a good 
idea for the city to sell hippos to 
visitors to help the city’s image. 
The chamber sold Christmas 
ornaments, but never made much 
money at it. Later, when a space 
became available on East Street, 
Arnett began to think about own-
ing his own store.

Call 866-877-4841 or visit www.twcbc.com/ctx for more information.
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Bundle and
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“We had a space, and then we 
had to put together a store idea. 
It took us about two months to 
start finding merchandise and 
figure out exactly what we wanted 
to do,” Arnett said. “It was a very 
hit-and-miss proposition. We 
started in July. [Then] we had the 
football season, which is always 
good [for sales], and started buy-
ing hippo stuff.”

Hippo merchandise can be 
hard to find, he said, but he 
spends time looking at the Dallas 
Market Center, visiting with arti-
sans who help create some of the 
one-of-a-kind items in the store 
and online. And the concrete hip-
pos seen all around town? They 
come from Everything Hippo. 
They are too big for Arnett to 
keep at the store, but customers 
can purchase them there and then 
pick them up at Home Depot.

“We now have over 1,300 con-
crete hippos around Hutto, and 
that includes the little ones up to 
the big ones,” Arnett said. 

Everything Hippo’s business 
fluctuates with the seasons. The 
fall, during Hutto High School’s 
football season, is when busi-
ness really picks up for the store, 
Arnett said.

Hutto ISD is the only school 
district in the nation with a hippo 
as its mascot. Arnett, who sees 
the value of the hippo’s unique-
ness as a national marketing tool, 
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is working with the school district 
to keep the hippo a district-wide 
mascot. 

“We have been talking to the 
school district about the hippo as 
a mascot as the district continues 
to grow, because I think that is 
extremely important to Hutto in 
general,” he said. “[The hippo] 
makes us unique. You talk to a 
lot of people — retailers, lend-
ers, major developers — you 
say, ‘Hutto.’ And even those who 
haven’t been here will say, ‘That’s 
hippos, right?’ So there is a na-
tional recognition.”

Before moving to Hutto and 
beginning Everything Hippo, 
Arnett and his family lived in 
California. He has a history of 
working with retailers.

“I grew up in a retail back-
ground. I worked in the New York 
buying market, at Bloomingdale’s 
and had a couple little shops. 
I managed regional shopping 
centers all across the country,” 
Arnett said. “I learned a lot about 
small retailers. Small retailers are 
probably the bravest people in 
the whole world because for the 
vast majority, there isn’t any real 
return, except the satisfaction of 
doing something on your own.”

Arnett runs the store with help 
from his wife, Robbi. She helps 
decorate and likes to stay behind 
the scenes, he said.

Owner Mahlon Arnett
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Taylor Feed and Supply has been selling 
farming supplies for as long as anyone 

can remember. But the year it opened is 
unknown, even to owner Rodney Schmidt.

“I purchased the business five years 
ago. I think it has been a Purina feed store 
since probably the early 1900s,” Schmidt 
said. “One of the previous owner’s relatives 
thought it might have been the first Purina 
store in Texas. She thought her great-great 
grandfather opened it up in 1898 or so. 
That’s just hearsay.”

The shop is a general feed store and is 
home to different types of animal feed, bag 
fertilizers, lawn care items, pet supplies and 
food, garden seed and animal health sup-
plies. Schmidt also sells ducklings, chicks, 
full-size chickens and sometimes rabbits.

Most of the products offered at Taylor 
Feed come from local producers. Schmidt 
gets feed from Gonzales and Giddings. 
Honey and hay are from local farmers, and 
the ducks and chicks come from a hatchery 
in Cameron.

“I try to buy locally to keep the business 
here,” Schmidt said. “That way the profit 
stays here. I like to help anyone locally that 
I can.”

Before working at and eventually buying 
Taylor Feed and Supply, he worked as a real 
estate appraiser in Austin and Round Rock. 

“It was kind of a 180-degree turn from 
working here,” he said. “I enjoy the people 
more. [The atmosphere] is more laid back 
compared to the hustle and bustle of a 
bigger city. I like [being in business for my-
self]. It’s good for the most part — a little 
bit harder to take off and take vacations, 
but other than that, it is all good.”

Schmidt grew up on a farm in New 
Sweden, between Manor and Taylor, and 
worked at the feed store in the ’90s before 
purchasing the business in 2003.

He still lives on a farm and uses his 
knowledge of cattle and livestock to help 
customers with their farming questions.

“I’ve got some horticulture experience 
from college. I have good cattle knowledge. 
Advice is always free,” he said.

Along with free advice, Schmidt is 
always willing to special order feed or sup-
plies not available in the store. All custom-
ers need to do is ask. 

Generally, Schmidt said his customers 
are mostly farmers and ranchers, but he 
encourages everyone to shop at the store.

taylor Feed and Supply
102 talbot St.

365-9436

tAyLoR FEED AND SUPPLy • tAyLoR
business    profile by beth Wade

During the spring months, chicks, 
ducklings and rabbits are born and often 
purchased as pets for Easter. Taylor Feed 
and Supply customer Brett Covington, who 
owns and operates The Farm Zoo, a petting 
zoo, recommends parents think it through 
before adopting.

“You just have to handle pets responsibly,” 
Covington said. “There are benefits to small 
children interacting with small animals. It 
teaches them empathy and understanding 
for other creatures. Parents just need to 
think long term. What are they going to tell 
the kids when it doesn’t work out?”

Covington recommends parents be 
honest with children about life cycles and 
what may happen to animals given to farms 
or rescue groups.

Spring baby

TAYLOR TIRE & AUTO CENTER

1600 N. MAIN • TAYLOR, TX 

352-5441

“Taylor’s Best Kept Secret”
HOURS:
MONDAY - FRIDAY
8:00AM - 5:30PM

The Taylor Goodyear is locally owned by Keith and Marsha Hagler
A message made clear by both is 

“We appreciate our customers and value their trust.”

• ASE Master Certified • Electrical Certified
• Suspension Certified • Engine Certified
• Transmission Certified • Brakes Certified
• Exhaust Certified

ASE Master Certified • Electrical Certified

Headquarters for Car Repair & Maintenance

Services available
• Oil Change & Lube  • Emissions Inspections
• Scheduled Maintenance • A/C Repairs
• We Repair Flats  • Tire Sales & Service
• State Inspections  • Mechanical Repairs

Find a home
Domesticated birds and rabbits are not 

able to survive in the wild. 
Instead of dumping a chick, rabbit or 

duck on the side of the road, find a rescue 
group or farm willing to take the animal. 
People can also post ads on websites such 
as Craigslist or other classified sites.

Lifetimes
If not used for eggs or meat, chickens have 
a life expectancy of 15 years. Rabbits can 
live an average of eight years.

Covington is willing to take unwanted 
ducks, chickens and rabbits. For more 
information, call 573-4469.
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OPEN MON-SAT 8AM-8PM
VIEW OUR INVENTORY AT WWW.HENNA.COM

110% PRICE GUARANTEE

Henna will beat any price in Texas on 
a new Chevy. Guaranteed.

 

Come see why GM has awarded 
their highest honor to Austin’s own 
Henna Chevrolet!

Round Rock Higher Education Center
www.rrhec.txstate.edu

Admission Deadlines

Undergraduate
Fall — July 1

Graduate
Fall — June 1
A member of The Texas State University System
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Local economy
“You didn’t have the level of a housing 

bubble that you had in a lot of other mar-
kets, where homes had become ridiculously 
overpriced. Here it’s been fairly steady. You 
have a very affordable housing market.”

He did note that the subprime mortgage 
issue has affected this region. There has 
been a dip in the rate of construction, but 
the region is still seeing an active develop-
ment community.

Overall, the Central Texas economy 
looks strong, and several Georgetown busi-
nesses support that claim.

“Based on what we’re hearing and see-
ing, the companies we visit with are very 
strong,” Thomas said. “The manufacturers 
we talk to have plenty of orders. We have 
not really heard of anyone that is experi-
encing a downturn.”
Retail sales

Although national retail sales were down 
over the holidays, Holly Shell, manager of 
Georgetown’s Wonderful Things, said busi-
ness has never been better for the gift shop.

“I know everyone has been saying it 
seems like the economy is in a rut, but we 
had the best Christmas season we’ve ever 
had [in terms of sales],” she said. “Our busi-
ness continues to be strong.”

Kay Gray, owner of the clothing and ac-
cessories store Kay’s Kloset, moved her 
store to its current location two years ago 
because she needed more room.

“I think we’re doing really well in today’s 
economy compared to what I hear over the 
nation,” Gray said. “Our sales are up 15 to 
20 percent over the last year. I don’t know 
exactly why. I think people are really in-
terested in hometown businesses and not 
traveling as far [to shop.]”
Manufacturing            

TASUS Texas, a Toyota supplier that 
is headquartered in Bloomington, Ind., 
opened a new plant in Georgetown in Sep-
tember 2005. General manager Walt Barka-
low said the company chose Georgetown 
because it was rich in employees with in-
jection molding experience and was a com-
munity that “fit the bill almost perfectly.”

Since it began production, TASUS Texas 
has more than doubled its employees and 
increased its sales by about 700 percent. 
The company is almost at capacity in its 
48,000 sq. ft. facility and plans to move into 
a second building next year. Barkalow said 
the company is doing better than its long-
term planning had predicted.

“Our local economy seems to be pretty 
good,” he said. “Central Texas is faring much 
better than the rest of the country. Cedar 
Park, Leander, Hutto, Taylor and George-
town are all on a tremendous growth boom. 
I think a lot of that is businesses wanting to 
move to this area and the economic devel-
opment folks doing a good job of scouting 
out people and showing them what we have 
in Central Texas to offer.”
Commercial development

Tamiro Ventures is another local busi-
ness that is thriving, despite the threat of 
a national recession. Founded three years 
ago, the real estate development and archi-
tectural design company began design on 
Tamiro Plaza, a four-story medical com-
plex located downtown. Phase one should 

be finished this summer.
Robert Choi, development officer at 

Tamiro Ventures, said there is enough in-
terest from tenants to fill the building at 
least twice, and the company is moving on 
to phase two, which will expand the build-
ing the length of the block.

“We wouldn’t be planning phase two if 
we didn’t know there was a lot of interest,” 
Choi said.

Tamiro Ventures has other projects in the 
works as well, including development in 
Cedar Park and other parts of Georgetown.

“I think Georgetown is still strong,” Choi 
said. “The real estate and local economy 
tend to be quite stable. We’re a high-in-
come city in a very strong growth region. 
That doesn’t look like it’s going to stop any 
time soon.”
Residential housing

As the local retail, manufacturing and 
development sectors remain strong, the 
real estate sector is holding its own.

“The greater Austin metropolitan area 
is doing considerably better than the rest 
of the nation in the housing market,” said 
Roy Jones, co-owner of Georgetown-based 
Home Source Mortgage. “Year on year, it’s 
not as robust as last year, but not every year 
can be a record year — and ’06 and ’07 were 
awfully good years.”

Jones said the region was fortunate that it 
did not experience the big run up in home 
prices that places such as California and 
the East Coast did.

“We just had nice, moderate increases of 
3, 4, 5 percent a year. There really isn’t a real 
estate bubble here like there was in so many 
areas,” he said.

Jenel Looney, a residential realtor with 
Moreland Properties, Inc. and the creator 
of HometownGeorgetown.com/blog, said 
another thing the region has to its advan-
tage is that new jobs are being created. The 
people who are going to fill those jobs will 
need homes, so the area’s economic outlook 
looks very good, she said. 
“Cautiously optimistic”

Although many agree the local economy 
is strong relative to the nation, some say 
residents should not get too comfortable.

“You have to be careful of saying we’re 
different, we’re Austin,” said Jim Nolen, dis-
tinguished senior lecturer in the finance de-
partment at the University of Texas. “We’re 
reading our own press clippings here and 
thinking whatever happens in California 
and the rest of the world doesn’t affect us 
here, and eventually it does.”

Nolen said he is “cautiously optimistic” 
about Austin’s economic forecast.

“Overall, I think the positive news is that 
people want to come here. There’s reason-
able job growth and that bodes well for us 
surviving this downturn better than most 
communities,” he said. “Now’s the time to 
be cautious and tread lightly, but we need 
to also be thankful that we are where we 
are because we’re in a lot better shape than 
most places.”

Nationally, the government is taking steps 
to increase economic growth, as well. 
Tax rebate
Congress passed a tax rebate Feb. 7 that will give most 
taxpaying single households $600, couples $1,200 and 
disabled veterans $300 as early as May.
• Supporters believe lower income households are more 
likely to spend a tax rebate than save it, meaning money 
will quickly be pumped into the economy, giving it a 
boost. 
• Those that oppose the rebate believe this attempt at 
boosting the economy could weaken the dollar, causing
inflation.

Federal rate cuts
The Federal Reserve also cut the federal funds rate, 
which impacts how much consumers pay on credit card 
debt, home equity lines of credit and auto loans, from 
4.25 to 3.5 percent last month, citing a weakening 
economic outlook as its reason.
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what Hutto and taylor say

In your opinion, how strong is the local economy?

What is a recession?
While there is no strict definition for the term recession, there are two main ways 
recessions are determined. 

Unofficial recession
Some professionals consider the economy in recession when there are two 
consecutive financial quarters when the gross domestic product decreases. 

Official recession
However, in the U.S., the official determiner of a recession is the Business Cycle 
Dating Committee at the National Bureau of Economic Research. One way NBER 
determines if there is a recession is by following business cycles. NBER economists 
give more weight to personal income, the national employment rate, sales 
in manufacturing and trade, and industrial production than the GDP. Often a 
recession is not officially labeled as such until long after it begins. Recessions are 
a natural economic reaction to periods of economic growth.  

Kurt Johnson, Hutto chamber of commerce president:

“The Central Texas economy is somewhat stronger than the nation’s 
economy overall. However, one cannot overlook two troublesome 
trends: the massive layoff at Dell announced March 31 and the 
downturn in the housing market [which] hits the Hutto area harder 
than it hits Austin or the bedroom suburbs west of Round Rock. 
Hutto has a high foreclosure rate per capita, and the employment 
opportunities still need to mature ... however, our trip through these 
difficult waters will be shorter than in other parts of the country.”

Jim aanstoos, taylor chamber of commerce president:

“I think it’s doing great. We have a lot of people looking at Taylor. 
It’s primed for light manufacturing opportunities because we’ve 
got very good highway access to major transportation corridors 
in all directions, and we still have low cost of land. Also, the East 
Williamson County Higher Education Center, which we’re in the 
process of building the first building for, is going to be a major 
economic boon to Taylor and this whole regional area for the next 
50 years.”
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ARC Cedar Park Medical Plaza

Accessib le  • Rel iable  • Convenient
For more info call ARC-INFO (272-4636) or visit AustinRegionalClinic.com

New Patients Welcome
The ARC Advantage

AUSTIN
REGIONAL

CLINIC

SM

ARC Cedar Park 
Medical Plaza

Call 260-1581
1401 Medical Parkway,
Bldg. B, Suite 220
Cedar Park, TX 78613 

• General Surgery 

• Internal Medicine 

• Ob/Gyn

Anthony & Sylvan is where America swims, with more than 360,000 pools

nationwide. Each backed by more than 60 years of experience, and the

strongest warranty in the business. Call 877.SAY.SWIM today for your 

no-obligation, in-home consultation.

877.SAY.SWIM (729.7946)

or visit anthonysylvan.com
2201 Denton Drive, #114, Austin, TX

*Some restrictions may apply. Cannot be combined with any other offers. Ask design consultant for details. Limited time only. 

CALL NOW AND RECEIVE A
$5,000

HEATING, CLEANING AND WATER
PURIFICATION ACCESSORY PACKAGE, FREE*

WITH YOUR NEW ANTHONY & SYLVAN POOL.
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Trang Weber trained at the Texas Culinary Academy and worked as a high-profile corporate chef 

before coming to Seton Medical Center Williamson. Here, she has created a fresh new dining 

experience for our patients and guests by replacing standard hospital fare with room service, offering 

healthy gourmet choices that reflect classic as well as regional tastes. 

In our innovative new hospital, we have considered every detail to make you comfortable during your 

stay, including delicious fresh-to-order menus delivered at the time you select. It’s all part of Seton’s 

philosophy of caring for the whole person: body, mind and spirit. 

At Seton Williamson, we are guided by the experience that makes the Seton Family of Hospitals your 

first choice for health care in Central Texas. We look forward to serving you. 

 GUIDED BY EXPERIENCE
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CHEF WEBER BUILT HER REPUTATION 
CATERING TO CORPORATE EXECUTIVES.

NOW SHE WANTS TO TAKE 
ORDERS FROM YOU.

Trang Weber, Executive Chef
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With the Retire Secure Index, you can easily find out, in just a few minutes, an estimate 
of how many years you could be able to enjoy the retirement you want. If it’s not long 
enough, we can show you ways to save more. The Retire Secure Index is only available at 
Wells Fargo. To talk to a Personal Banker call one of the two branches in Georgetown, 
512-869-1299 or 512-868-8023 and take the guesswork out of retirement.

 © 2008 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. 
All rights reserved. Member FDIC. (115607_8620)

Check out our Retire Secure IndexSM — a free, new
online tool for mapping out your retirement.

115607_8620 4.9167x6.5 4C   1 4/1/08   10:02:48 AM

The first recorded mention 
of the Loblolly pine trees in 

what is now Bastrop County was 
in 1807 by explorer Zebulon Pike 
(for whom Colorado’s Pike’s Peak 
is named) when he ran across 
them while in the Spanish prov-
ince of Texas. 

It was in these “Lost Pines” that 
Odessia Haywood was born on 
March 23, 1908, to Steve Hay-
wood and Nancy Gradington. 
She was the fourth of 11 children.

When Odessia came into the 
world 100 years ago, Bastrop 
County was very different. In 
1908, the county population was 
27,000, and most of it was farm-
ers, including the large Haywood 
family of Hills Prairie.

A few miles south of the town 
of Bastrop, Hills Prairie was 
established in 1835. John G. 
McGehee brought a colony of 140 
people, including many slaves, 
from Alabama and Georgia to 
the settlement. The original 2,220 
acres had been the homestead 
of Edward Jenkins, but got the 
name Hill’s Prairie from Abram 
Wiley Hill, who bought the land 
from Jenkins’ widow, Sarah.

Cotton farming was big, and 

Hill built the first cotton gin 
in 1843. The post office was 
established in 1877, and a school 
followed soon after. Odessia at-
tended Hills Prairie School until 
the ninth grade, but her atten-
dance in school was often inter-
rupted by work that was required 
on the farm.

The Haywoods raised cotton 
and grain crops as well as all the 
vegetables the family needed. 
Being among the oldest of the 
children, Odessia had to help in 
the fields and with the farm ani-
mals, including cows, chickens 
and hogs, especially during hog 
butchering in the fall.  

She had to walk to school in 
all kinds of weather, and much of 
the time she went barefoot. Her 
favorite sack lunch was mashed 
potatoes, biscuits and molasses, 
all homemade.

Odessia hated picking cot-
ton, but she could pick up to 400 
pounds a day. She had to give the 
money to her family, of course. 
Later, when gins could better 
process and filter cotton, workers 
just had to “pull” cotton, and she 
could pull 500 pounds a day. That 
amount of cotton is a lot for a girl Odessia Haywood Bibbs on 

March 23, 2008, her 100th birthday

Odessia Haywood at approximately 
17 years old

Woman born in Lost Pines celebrates 100th birthday
historical    impact by Karen r. thompson

or a boy.
In 1928 Odessia moved with 

her family to Taylor and joined 
the little Bethel A. M. E. Church, 
but the next year they moved 
membership to Allen A. M. 
E. Church, where she is still a 
member. 

Odessia and Ernest Anthony 
had one daughter named Clau-
dine Anthony-Budd, who died 
last year. Odessia later united 
in marriage with the late Jimmy 
Bibbs in 1943.

Odessia worked in a Taylor 
Laundromat for 50 years. She 
drove her car until she was 93 
years old and currently takes 
public transportation to the 
Adult Day Care Center in Round 
Rock every weekday. The City 
of Taylor proclaimed March 
23, 2008, as “Odessia Haywood 
Bibbs Day” in Taylor.

On March 22, family and 
friends joined Odessia for a 
100th birthday party at the Taylor 
Sirloin Stockade. Her family 
includes Taylor Mayor Pro Tem 
Don Hill, five grandchildren and 
a host of great grandchildren and 
great great grandchildren. 

Odessia has met life’s challeng-

es with grace and determination. 
Day care director Marty Rose 
says, “Odessia has an amazing 
and positive attitude and is a joy 
to be around.”
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Family Medicine Physicians
Who Understand What FAMILY Is About

Board Certified •  Family Medicine
Extended Hours •  Same Day Appointments

1900 Scenic Dr., Suite 1128
Georgetown, TX 78626

512.864.2911 • www.georgetownfamilymed.com

Dr. Florence SpitlerDr. Kristy Heatly

Diagnosis and Management of Ongoing Medical Conditions
• Heart Disease • High Cholesterol • Diabetes • Hypertension

YOUR LAND.

OUR QUALITY.
David Weekley’s Build on Your Lot

For over 30 years, David Weekley Homeowners have enjoyed our innovative 
Designs, a long list of of Choices and inspired Service. You can enjoy this 

superior experience and build wherever you like, thanks to David Weekley’s 
Build on Your Lot. It’s easier than ever to have us build your dream home!

Prices, plans, dimensions, features, specifications, materials and availability of homes or communities are subject to change without notice or obligation. Illustrations are artist’s depictions only and may differ from completed improvements. Copyright © 2008 David Weekley Homes - All Rights Reserved.

See hundreds of award-winning floorplans, take a virtual tour, and much more at…

For more information, call

866/WEEKLEY

Directions:
Take Loop 1 (North Mopac Expressway) North and exit 

Highway 183 South. Exit Burnet Road. At the signal make a
 U-turn under the freeway. David Weekley’s Model Home Center 
will be on the right at  Highway 183 and Waterford Centre Blvd.

Now building in the 
Georgetown, Hutto, Taylor 

and surrounding areas!
Visit our Austin Model Home Center
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tHE RiVERy, GEORGEtOwN
community    corridor

Williams Dr.

Country Club Rd.

Rivery Blvd.

Austin Ave.
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South San Gabriel River
North San Gabriel River

City Lights Theatres

Future home of Georgetown Fitness

Montana Mike’s

Rivery Park

Sponsored by Austin Telco

Future Businesses  

Existing Businesses  

Parks and Recreation

Montana Mike’s is a full-service 
steakhouse featuring USDA steaks 
that are hand-cut in the on-site 
butcher shop. This will be the 
seventh Montana Mike’s in Texas. The 
company’s headquarters are located 
in Taylor. Construction of the 7,800 

The Rivery is a multi-use development situated 
between Williams Drive and Hwy. 29, west of IH 
35. Developed in 2002, it is home to retail, banks, 
restaurants, a park, a large movie theater and other 
businesses. It is comprised of approximately 280 acres 
and was the first large, master-planned commercial 
development in Georgetown. Lots and lease space are 
available. www.inlandgroup.com  

Rivery Park is easily seen from the 
southbound frontage road of IH 
35, but its entrance can easily be 
overlooked. One of Georgetown’s 
newer parks, its features include 
an 18-hole disc golf course, a 
playground, restrooms, a gazebo, 
tables and outdoor grills. A 1-mile 
concrete trail connects Rivery 
Park with San Gabriel Park and 
runs along the banks of the North 
San Gabriel River. Another trail to 
the west connects Rivery Park to 
Chandler Park near Georgetown 
Country Club. The entrance to this 
park is located on the north side of 
Rivery Boulevard, just east of Wolf 
Ranch Parkway.
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sq. ft. restaurant is on schedule, and 
opening is slated for mid-May. www.
stockadecompanies.com 

The owners of Georgetown 
Fitness, located at 916. N. Austin 
Ave., hope to break ground on 
a new facility in June. The new 
location will feature 10,000 sq. ft. of 
dedicated fitness space, along with 
4,400 sq. ft. of commercial lease 
space. The new facility will be two 
stories and will have an elevated, 
mezzanine-level walking track. The 
projected opening is this December.  
819-0644

Sun Auto Service is under 
construction and will open later 
this year. The Arizona-based 
company currently has 27 locations 
in both Arizona and Nevada. The 
Georgetown facility will be the first 
one in Texas. The full-service auto 
center will be approximately 10,000 
sq. ft. and will have 14 service bays. 
www.sundevilauto.com 

i-35

The LedgeStone Group is currently 
in the permitting stages with the 
City of Georgetown. The Summit 
at Rivery Park will feature a hotel 
with 320 to 420 rooms, a conference 
center that could accommodate up 
to 2,500 people, parking garages, 
a six-story office tower, four office 
condominiums and two upscale 
restaurants. This center will be unlike 
any other in the region and will be 
designed to blend and complement 
the natural surroundings. Ground 
breaking and construction could 
begin early this summer. 
www.ledgestonegroup.com (See full 
story at www.impactnews.com.)
                                                                                                             

City Lights theatres is far from 
ordinary. Features include 12 
screens, reclining seats, an in-house 
restaurant (City Café) and a large 
conference room for meetings. The 
owners have been in the movie 
theater business since 1926 and 
focus on the customer experience. 
www.citylightstheatres.com 

The building at 1103 Rivery Blvd. is 
home to the following businesses: 
Cici’s Pizza, Centerpoint 
Mortgage, Foot Specialists of 
Georgetown (Dr. Hurst and Dr. 
Pietzsch), PostNet, Eternal Nails 
& Spa, CAtO, Subway, Sport 
Clips, At&t wireless, Friendly 
Computers and independence 
title. 

wal-Mart
620 S. IH 35, 863-4855
wachovia
700 S. IH 35, 869-0361
iHOP 
750 S. IH 35, 864-2480
A+ Federal Credit Union
804 S. IH 35, 302-6800 
wendy’s
1102 Rivery Blvd., 864-9709 
Bealls
1103 Rivery Blvd., Ste. 307, 863-9127 
Discount tire
1104 Rivery Blvd., 868-4400
Home Depot
1303 Rivery Blvd., 868-3682



APRIL  200816 ImPAct news.com ImPAct news.com

CONTINUED FROM |1

Annexation
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second reason, which is arguably the most 
important reason, is to expand the city’s tax 
base,” said Scott Houston, legal department 
director at the Texas Municipal League.
the process

Chapter 43 of the Texas Local Govern-
ment Code gives cities the authority of an-
nexation, which is the process of bringing 
adjoining unincorporated areas into a city. 
Annexation can be voluntary or involuntary, 
meaning the city does not need the consent 
of the residents of an area to annex.

Home rule cities, such as Georgetown, 
Hutto and Taylor, can engage in involun-
tary annexations, whereas general law cit-
ies cannot.

Cities can only annex land within their 
extraterritorial jurisdiction, also known as 
ETJ. ETJ is always contiguous and adjacent 
to the city limits and is based on popula-
tion. For Hutto and Taylor, ETJ extends 1 
mile outward in all directions from the city 
limits. That area is 2 miles for Georgetown. 
ETJs and city boundaries cannot overlap.

Since 1999, state law has mandated a 
three-year process that includes an annexa-
tion plan for annexations of highly popu-
lated areas — generally areas of 100 homes 
or more — but exemptions do exist. Its pur-
pose is to ensure that when people are an-
nexed, they receive adequate services, such 
as police and fire protection, street mainte-
nance, water and wastewater, Houston said.

Once the city council adopts an ordi-

nance to annex a property, that property is 
instantly incorporated into the city. From 
there, the city has a limited amount of time 
to provide to the newly annexed area city 
services that are similar to what is already 
provided within the city. Services such as 
police and fire protection usually go into 
effect immediately.

Cities have regulatory authority on zon-
ing, taxes, development, traffic and other 
activities within the city limits. They also 
have some authority over their ETJ. 

“As the population grows and the de-
mand increases 
on our services, 
we have to be able 
to expand our tax 
base in order to 
pay for those ser-
vices. So the local 
control of annexa-
tion is critical to 
the survival of 
cities,” said Bob van Til, director of com-
munity development for the City of Taylor. 
“[Annexation is] a critical tool that cities 
depend on in order to stay viable and to 
protect the public.”
the other side

Although annexation is typically benefi-
cial for a city, those being annexed are not 
always in favor of it.

“Probably the vast majority of the people 
not inside city limits do not want to be an-
nexed because they like being in the county 
and don’t want to pay additional taxes for 
services,” said Frank Salvato, Taylor’s city 
manager. “A lot of the people that live in the 

outskirts of a community get most of the 
benefits the city already provides, so why 
pay taxes?”

On the other hand, once the city is able 
to manage growth through annexation, it 
can benefit those living under county juris-
diction, van Til said. 

“A lot of times people come to us and say, 
‘Why is that cement plant allowed to build 
next to my home?’ [If] you’re not in the 
city, we can’t regulate zoning,” he said. 
Annexation updates

Hutto completed its three-year plan last 
year and has had 
several recent 
annexations, ac-
cording to Joan 
Hardy, the city’s 
planning man-
ager. One is Park-
side, which is 
about 128 acres 
east of Fritz Park. 

The land will probably become a mixed-use 
development that includes some medical 
offices and condos as well as town homes 
and retail. 

The city also annexed the Burge Business 
Park, which is about 12 acres just south of 
Hwy. 79 and east of FM 1660 South. Both 
properties were voluntary annexations.

Other recent annexations include the Tex-
Mix Concrete plant, nearly 24 acres in south 
Hutto, and North Town Commons, 28 acres 
at the southeast corner of FM 1660 North 
and Limmer Loop. In addition, the city has 
begun annexing the Lakeside Estates subdi-
vision near Toll 130 and FM 685, a process 

that will take about three years and required 
numerous notices and public hearings.

Hardy said that last year the city annexed 
more than 300 acres.

Georgetown completed its three-year 
plan in 2006. Ed Polasek, Georgetown’s 
chief long-range planner, said the city an-
nexed large tracts that were exempt from 
the three-year process in 2005 and 2006 
and totaled more than 10,000 acres. Much 
of the land the city annexed was around 
Lake Georgetown, Toll 130 and along the 
Inner Loop, where a transit-oriented devel-
opment might be located someday. 

Polasek said city staff plans on present-
ing the council with a proposal in the next 
couple of months to add more acreage to 
the city. 

In 2006, in response to the annexation 
strategy created in the city’s comprehensive 
plan, Taylor involuntarily annexed 1,100 
acres in its western ETJ. A handful of resi-
dences were incorporated. Salvato said the 
city will build a water tower in the new area 
and run a water line out there, a project 
that should be completed by 2010. The City 
has no immediate plans to annex any ad-
ditional property.

Van Til said Taylor anticipates growth 
coming from Round Rock and Hutto that 
will bring development, and the city wants 
to manage that growth.

“One of the hardest things for a munici-
pality to overcome is an area that has grown 
haphazardly,” he said.

City limits and extraterritorial jurisdictions 

“The basic reasons cities annex are to 
control or regulate development, and 

the second reason, which is arguably the 
most important reason, is to expand the 

city’s tax base.”

- Scott Houston, legal department director 
at the Texas Municipal League

For details about your city’s annexation process 
and plans, contact your city planning department.
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City Limits

ETJ

Georgetown
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Pflugerville City Limits

Round Rock (R.R.) City Limits
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Liberty Hill
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Liberty Hill
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Jarrell ETJ

R.R. ETJ
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Pflugerville ETJ
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This map is for illustrative purposes only.
For  detailed information on city boundaries, 
contact your city planning department.

ETJ agreement 
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Williamson County
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AUSTIN AREA
$120s
1. BRIARCREEK
Manor 272-8590

$130s
2. HUTTO TOWN SQUARE
Hutto 759-1235

$140s
3. PRESIDENTIAL MEADOWS
Manor 278-8220

4. BENBROOK RANCH
Leander 528-9973

5. SETTLER’S OVERLOOK
Round Rock 388-1577

$140s
6. RIVERWALK
Hutto 759-2435

7. KENSINGTON TRAILS
Kyle 262-1001

$150s
8. BROOKFIELD
Pflugerville 252-3190

$180s
9. RANCHO ALTO
Austin 280-0571

$230s
10. BAUERLE RANCH
Austin 282-6003

AMERICANA

ESTATE LOTS

$140s
11. HIGHLAND PARK
Pflugerville 251-1225

12. CEDAR PARK TOWN CENTER
Cedar Park 259-0780

$150s
13. TURTLE CREEK
Round Rock 733-6004

$210s
17. CREEKSIDE AT
SETTLER’S PARK
Round Rock 388-1577

CONDOMINIUMS

$120s
14. PARKSIDE CONDOMINIUMS
Pflugerville 989-0631

$160s
15. BRODIE HEIGHTS CONDOMINIUMS
Austin 280-6797

$200s
16. AVERY GREENS TOWNHOMES
Austin 246-3637

$315s
18. SHADY HOLLOW AT
BAUERLE ESTATES
Austin 292-1740

GOLF COURSE COMMUNITIES
$200s
19. HIGHLANDS AT AVERY RANCH
Austin 218-4881

$260s
20. LANDING AT AVERY RANCH
Austin 246-8758

$300s
21. PARKSIDE AT AVERY RANCH
Austin 218-0353

$330s
22. CIRCLE C ALTA MIRA
Austin 394-1001

NEW COMMUNITIES - NOW OPEN!
$160s
23. AVERY COMMONS CONDOMINIUMS
Austin 716-0886

$170s
24. CREEKVIEW
Austin 259-0192

$180s
25. SWEETWATER GLEN
Austin 280-1580

Map is not to scale

COMING SOON
$170s
SCOFIELD VILLAS CONDOMINIUMS
Austin 339-2074

$170s
PARMER VILLAGE
Northwest Austin 345-4663

$300s
COLINA VISTA
Northwest Austin 345-4663
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Fresenius Medical Care

FM 1431

Lakeline B
lvd.

B
agdad Rd.

1201 North Lakeline Blvd.
Cedar Park, TX 78613

512-259-1329

1499 E. Old Settlers Blvd
Round Rock, TX 78664

512-671-8012
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Tax Refunds 
don’t just 
happen!

It’s time to 
maximize 

your return!
FREE 

Consultation
& 10% Discount

with this ad

Versatile Tax Services

www.versatiletax.com

Large showroom with dedicated side for service• 
Free shuttle service to anywhere north and south• 
Wi-fi equipped waiting area with large kids’ area• 
New Austin-oriented mural to mark 37 years in business• 
87 employees• 
Special buying programs for local teachers and educators and     • 

 numerous sponsorships of public school events and teams
Community involvement: March of Dimes and Humane Society• 

Cleo Bay Suzuki

1431

road    test by tonya Kerr

Test driving new cars and visiting local dealerships threw me a few surprises this month. As it turns out, success 
is homegrown for several local auto dealers making a mark in national sales and showroom innovations.

Tonya Kerr lives in Round Rock with her 
husband and three daughters. She’s a 

former TV news anchor and
congressional press secretary. 

Contact her at roadtest@impactnews.com

In honor of the new Cleo Bay Suzuki dealership that 
opened last month in Cedar Park, I kicked things off in 
the 2008 Suzuki XL7, the largest Suzuki ever built. The 
optional third row seat was kid-sized, but quickly won me 
over to a seven-seat SUV for under $30,000.

The fuel economy was excellent with the Suzuki-built 
3.6-liter V6 and the five-speed automatic with a manual 
shift that’s standard on all models. The engine and road 
noise was a little louder than I expected, but the XL7 

provided plenty of 
room and a com-
fortable ride for my 
family, and even 
an extra passenger 
here and there.

The Grand 
Vitara was a bit 
smaller with just 

two rows of seats and a 2.7-liter V6. Suzuki calls it the 
“Off-road Athlete,” and sure enough, it held its own with 
four-mode, four-wheel drive on my friend’s ranch in 
Georgetown. We never attempted anything too daring, but 
my head didn’t hit the roof, and we didn’t scrape bottom. 

Ken Gray, general manager at Cleo Bay Suzuki, said he 
wasn’t surprised and reminded me about Suzuki’s seven-
year/100,000-mile power train warranty that’s also trans-
ferable. Gray said it is helping to boost Suzuki’s resale val-
ues nationwide, and that’s a good thing since Cedar Park’s 
first new-car dealership has already exceeded national 
sales expectations in its first few weeks of business.

2008 Suzuki XL7
$21,349-$28,899
EPA rated MPG: 16/22 
 

Suzuki opens in Cedar Park
2008 Suzuki Grand Vitara
$19,349-$25,149
EPA rated MPG: 16/21 

It was an easy switch to the Mazda Tribute, a compact 
SUV, which is new and improved for 2008. The interior 
was spacious with two rows of seats, and it had plenty of 
cargo room. Everyone knows I’m a pushover for gadgets 
and family-friendly features, and the Tribute has plenty, 
including things like an odd but very useful pen holder.

One tank of gas lasted my family an entire week in and 
around Round Rock. And I finally figured out that the 
“i” models are the ones with a four-cylinder and 2.3-liter 

engine; the “s” 
models are a 3.0-li-
ter V6. Also, keep 
your eyes peeled 
for the hybrid 
version, which is 
dubbed the Tribute 
HEV.

By the way, 
University of Texas graduate Roger Beasley owns all three 
Austin-area Mazda dealerships, which together sell more 
Mazdas than any other dealership in Texas. Premier 
Mazda General Sales Manager David Byers also boasts 
that Mazda showrooms nationwide are modeled after his 
store, which was built five years ago on IH 35 in George-
town.

2008 Mazda Tribute
$19,135-$26,505
EPA rated MPG: 17/22

UT grad doing Texas proud

Just south of Premier, but north of the Round Rock 
Outlets along IH 35, you’ll notice Hewlett Kia’s lot stands 
empty after the store closed in February. That makes 
Capitol Kia on Highway 183 Austin’s only Kia dealership 
with a very chaotic showroom.

I took the Kia Spectra5 for a spin. It’s the hatchback 
version of Kia’s bestselling car, and what it lacked in fea-
tures, it made up with interior room and plenty of “zip.”

I’ll admit that I muddled through the standard five-
speed manual 
gearbox, and the 
2.0-liter, four-
cylinder engine 
was a little noisy 
for my taste. But 
keep in mind, I 
hadn’t driven a 
stick in 10 years, 

and I had to convince my kids that rolling backwards on 
hills was a new style of driving.  

The sales associates inside the Capitol Kia showroom 
chuckled a bit, but there’s not a lot of time for chit chat 
in the second highest-selling Kia dealership in the na-
tion. In fact, I waited alongside several new car buyers 
whose smiles were unshakable and contagious. It just goes 
to show that homegrown success always finds a way to 
trickle down to us consumers.  

2008 Kia Spectra5
$15,995
EPA rated MPG: 23/30

Kia goes solo in Austin

*EPA rated MPGs can be found at www.epa.gov
*Research a vehicle: Cars.com; ConsumerReports.org; 
Edmunds.com; kbb.com (Kelly Blue Book)

First new-car dealership in Cedar Park• 
Suzuki Square showroom with high tech and interactive kiosks• 
Free shuttle for service of any make or model vehicle• 
No kids’ playroom, yet• 

          

www.cleobaysuzuki.com
3620 FM 1431 • Cedar Park

www.premiermazda.net
591-9313
7551 IH 35 South •  Georgetown

www.capitolkia.net
583-1900
13573 US 183 N. • Austin

Suzuki XL7 Mazda tributeKia Spectra

Editor’s Note: This new feature will not only give you some fresh ideas on new cars, but will also 
give some attention to car dealerships from all of our markets.

Roger Beasley Mazda

www.rogerbeasley.com
459-4111
6825 Burnet Road • Austin

40 employees• 
Grand opening scheduled for late April• 

Café-type showroom with plenty of seating — great for relaxing  • 
 or doing business

Prominent service desk with lots of smiles and busy sales associates• 

2222

First retail revolution showroom in the United States• 
Bright showroom with Internet access and kids’ room• 
"Make Me An Offer" character and mailbox accepts written  • 

 offers on lot, even on Sundays 
 56 employees• 

Special buying programs for local teachers and educators and  • 
 numerous sponsorships of public school events and teams

Community involvement: March of Dimes and Humane Society• 

M
o-
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c
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110 employees• 
Community involvement: Youth-oriented sponsorships and  • 

 Salvation Army

Anderson Mill Rd.Premier Mazda

Capitol Kia

i-35

183

183westinghouse Rd.
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Building the perfect home for your family is easy with

Wilshire Homes’ award-winning Build On Your Lot program.

When you build with Wilshire, you talk with a New Home

Consultant to explore design options and estimate your

home’s price in about an hour. When you’re ready to make

final decisions about materials and design details, one of our

interior design consultants will assist you at our design cen-

ter. At Wilshire, we’re there for you every step of the way.

Benefits to our BOYL Program include:

• Free Site Evaluation

• Allowance for Aerobic Septic System

• Estimate timeline and lock in costs before

building process begins

• New Home Consultants help with design, floor plan 

selection and decisions about materials

• Over 120 floorplans to choose from

• We pass our buying power for materials and labor 

onto you... our customers.

WILSHIRE’S BUILD ON 
YOUR LOT PROGRAM

Build on Your Lot Office:
114 Park Place Drive
Georgetown, TX  78628
Phone: (512) 930-5300

www.wilshire-homes.com

License Numbers: #101287, #119664
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www.firsttexas-gtwn.com

900 S. Austin Ave.
863-2567

5321 Williams Dr.
869-8910

Great Customers
make a

Great Bank.

Why First
Texas Bank?

721 Hwy. 183
778-5757

480 Del Webb Blvd.
864-0379

“It has been our goal to provide a good
product along with consistant friendly

service for over 28 years.  These are the
same qualities we find at

First Texas Bank... our banking partner.”

Bob & Susan McMinn, owners of Bob’s Catfish ‘n More,
Greg, Brian, Scott, and their personal First Texas Bank

team:  Kathy, Julie, Margaret, Donna & Jennifer

Bob & Susan McMinn

305 East Morrow305 East Morrow305 East Morrow305 East Morrow305 East Morrow
(At the entrance to San Gabriel Park)(At the entrance to San Gabriel Park)(At the entrance to San Gabriel Park)(At the entrance to San Gabriel Park)(At the entrance to San Gabriel Park)

305 East Morrow305 East Morrow305 East Morrow305 East Morrow305 East Morrow
(At the entrance to San Gabriel Park)(At the entrance to San Gabriel Park)(At the entrance to San Gabriel Park)(At the entrance to San Gabriel Park)(At the entrance to San Gabriel Park)

by beth Wade

DALE’S ESSENhAUS • wALbURg
neighborhood    dining by  tiffany young

In the heart of Walburg, just northeast 
of Georgetown on FM 972, is Dale’s Es-

senhaus Restaurant, a biergarten home to 
the famous Walburger. This unpretentious 
restaurant is a mix of wooden tables, card 
tables and booths covered in matching 
blue tablecloths where the locals can enjoy 
long leisurely lunches midweek and “out-
of-towners” can enjoy beer and live music 
on weekends.

According to manager Jeff Sharpe, 
owner Dale Cockerell opened Dale’s more 
than 10 years ago. Cockerell also owns U 
Wash M Coin Laundry and Mr. Laundry 
in Georgetown.

“We’re famous for our burgers,” Sharpe 
said. “We play Texas country music most 
of the time. It’s just a good family atmo-
sphere where everyone can come out and 
have a good time, listen to music and eat 
good food.”

Inside, the decorations are simple with 
just a wooden holder adorning each table 
carrying dining necessities, such as paper 
towels, sugar packets and Sweet’N Low 
and tins filled with individually wrapped 
silverware. 

Outside, the rustic atmosphere is fes-
tive with a fire pit surrounded by rows of 
picnic tables for outdoor dining that lead 
to a tin-roofed stage. White string lights, 
festively strewn along the roofs of build-
ings, glitter in the night, and a playscape 
and basketball court make outdoor enter-
tainment fun for the whole family. 

While a fellow diner and I expected the 
menu to list German food, the specialty 
at Dale’s is actually all-American country 
food. We ordered Texas toothpicks and 
fries while we decided on entrees. 

The Texas toothpicks ($5.95) were a mix 
of French fries and fried strips of jalapeños 
and onions, all battered and served with a 
bottle of ranch dressing. 

After we nearly finished off the large 
basket of appetizers, the waitress served us 
a hefty order of chicken fried steak ($9.95), 
fried okra, toast, mashed potatoes and 
gravy, and a Walburger with beer-battered 
onion rings ($5.95 with chips, $6.95 with 
fries and $7.95 with onion rings).

The fried okra was fresh and crispy, 
and the thick mashed potatoes came with 
a side of white gravy. After sampling the 
sides, I enjoyed the lightly breaded chick-
en fried steak, dipping each bite in white 
country gravy. The down-home cooking 
filled me up, with plenty of leftovers for 
the next two days.

The famous Walburger was a thick ham-
burger piled so high with pickles, mustard, 
mayonnaise, lettuce and tomatoes it was 
difficult to keep together, but its juicy taste 
made the messiness worthwhile.

For dessert, guests can choose peach or 
blackberry cobbler served warm with a 
scoop of vanilla ice cream ($2.95 or $4.75 
a la mode). We enjoyed heaping portions 
of both cobblers, each with a thick glaze 
and a hint of cinnamon that blended with 
the large portions of fruit and berries.

Dale’s Essenhaus is a laid-back restau-
rant for the locals and provides an evening 
out for those looking to hang out, listen 
to live music and enjoy a beer with fam-
ily and friends. Its country atmosphere 
makes you want to get out and two-step. If 
you enjoy singing more than toe tapping, 
Dale’s has karaoke every Thursday night, 
so bring some friends and try your hand 
at “Walburg Idol.” 

n

Dale’s Essenhaus 
3900 FM 972, walburg

819-9175
www.dales-essenhaus.com

tue-thu 11 a.m.-9 p.m.
Fri-Sat 11 a.m.-10 p.m.

Walburg’s population of 250 gets an influx 
of visitors to Dale’s on Thursday nights 
for karaoke from 7 to 10 p.m. and live 
entertainment on weekends. On June 28, 
Dale’s will have a Fourth of July celebration 
with fireworks featuring live music by Kenny 
Orts. For special events, Dale’s rents the 
banquet hall, which holds about 300 people 
and has a stage for entertainment.

more Than juST greaT food

Dale’s provides outdoor dining and live music.

Exit 268

i-35

972

walburg

1105

1105

Dale’s
Essenhaus
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ROtARy CLUB
nonprofit    profile by beth Wade and tiffany young

Beenu Deuja 
immunizes a Nigerian 
girl through a Rotary-
organized program. 

Rotary Club International, the world’s 
largest service organization with 

more than 1.2 million members, has five 
clubs in Georgetown, Hutto and Taylor. 
Georgetown has three clubs, while Hutto 
and Taylor each have one.

Georgetown’s clubs include Sunrise 
Rotary, Georgetown Rotary and Sun City 
Rotary. 

Of the Sun City Club’s 55 members, 
almost 20 percent do not live there.

“If you don’t want to have service above 
self, don’t be in a Rotary club,” Sun City 
Rotary president William Miller said. “We 
are a service organization. We are people 
who want to do community service.”

Sun City members meet every week to 
support different efforts. This year the club 
co-sponsored a breakfast with Santa event 
with the Fire Department and Georgetown 
ISD. The event supported needy children 
and raised funds to give 85 children in 
Georgetown and Jarrell Christmas pres-
ents and 21 families $100 food gift cards 
for Christmas dinner.

The Hutto Rotary Club has only been 
serving Hutto for three years, but in that 
short time, the club has been able to help 
with Hutto community events and stu-
dents, club president Chris Harris said. 

“[For] most of our members, this is 
the first club they have been involved in. 
There was a real strong commitment to 
the community,” Harris said. “Everybody 
here wanted to do something to support 
the community and be a part of a service 
organization. I think that is part of why it 
has done so well.”

The club’s local focus has gravitated 
toward education. During its first year, 
the club gave two Hutto students $1,000 
college scholarships. This year the goal is 
to give four. 

To raise the money for these scholar-
ships and other efforts, Hutto’s club has 
had several fund-raisers, including raffles, 
selling T-shirts, coupon books and tickets 
to the circus. In August the club will host 
a casino night, which Harris thinks could 
become the club’s top fund-raiser.

Taylor Rotarians have re-
mained busy as well. The club 
recently hosted a spaghetti 
dinner at Taylor High School. 
The dinner, which was $7 a 
plate, served between 500 and 
600 people. The fund-raiser 
will help provide scholarships 
for Taylor High School seniors 
that will be presented in May.

Taylor’s club has also been 
raising funds to buy defibril-
lators, which will be located 
throughout the city. 

“We want to place these 
[defibrillators] in places where 
there currently aren’t any so 
they could potentially save 
someone’s life,” club president 
Johnnie Mikeska said.
Eradicating polio

While local clubs support 
their surrounding communi-
ties, they also participate and 
fund international Rotary 
efforts, such as the Rotary’s 

international goal of eradicating polio 
worldwide.

Last November, Beenu Deuja, a member 
of the Round Rock Sunrise Rotary Club, 
spent 12 days in Nigeria during Rotary’s 
National Immunization Days in which 
volunteers traveled to villages and immu-
nized children. Deuja was the only Texas 
representative of about 90 volunteers..

“I always wanted to volunteer. Africa has 
always fascinated me,” she said. “Even if 
you can change just one life, that’s great.” 

Originally from Nepal, Deuja said the 
trip to Nigeria reminded her of her origin.

“Having come from an underdeveloped 
country, it was a reminder [of the dif-
ference in lifestyles] because we tend to 
forget [what it’s like] since there’s a way to 
get everything here,” Deuja said.

Since her trip, Deuja has continued her 
international support by pledging to raise 
money for malaria prevention in Ghana. 
The money raised will go toward buying 
nets for children’s beds, which will keep 
mosquitoes away at night.

Rotary Club international
www.rotary.org

Rotary District 5870
www.rotary5870.com

if you are inTereSTed:

Georgetown Rotary Club
Meets Fridays at noon at the First United 
Methodist Church, 410 E. University Ave.
Contact: O.L. Davis Jr., 818-2799

Georgetown Sunrise Rotary Club
Meets Thursdays at 6:45 a.m. at Down the 
Alley Bistro, 118 W. Eighth St.
Contact: David Weinthal, 818-3900
www.georgetownsunriserotary.org

Georgetown Sun City 
Meets Tuesdays at noon at the Sun City 
Social Center, 2 Texas Drive
Contact: William Miller, 864-3723

Hutto Rotary Club
Meets Tuesdays at noon in the old middle 
school, 302 College St.
Contact: Chris Harris, 828-7749

taylor Rotary Club
Meets Thursdays at noon at Sirloin 
Stockade, 200 W. Lake Drive
Contact: Johnnie Mikeska, 352-7641
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Kenneth L. Love 
(incumbent) 
759-4033
ken.love@huttotx.gov

Steven (Bear) Salfelder
www.bearfixhutto.com
bearfix@sbcglobal.net

Hutto • Mayor

Steven Salfelder is the owner of a commercial and 
residential contracting company named Bear Fix, 
LLC that he began in 1999. He also serves as the 
pastor of a small church in Bastrop. Salfelder led 
a men’s ministry and then soon after became a 
minister.

why are you running?
My decision to run for mayor of Hutto came from 
my belief that money and influence has overtaken 
reason and responsibility of this community. I 
intend to serve with great respect and will commit 
to the people to bring back a sense of strong 
leadership that is needed for a growing city. 
Politics will be brought back to the citizens where 
it always should have been and will remain if you 
vote for me.

Felix P. Madrid
848-7827
www.electfelix.com 
info@electfelix.com

Kyle Sears
www.kylesearsforhutto.com
kyle@kylesearsforhutto.com

Hutto • Council Place 6 

Felix Madrid is a long-time Hutto native and former 
Air Force non-commissioned officer. He is married 
with two children.  While serving in the military, 
he worked for the Morale, Welfare and Recreation 
Department. Madrid is the district grounds and 
sports turf manager at Hutto ISD. 

why are you running?
I am running to support the relocation of 
transmission lines, address the landfill expansion 
and ensure the quality of life issues. I want to find 
and promote alternatives to Section 8 housing 
and the revitalization of Old Town Hutto. My goal 
is to encourage Hutto’s continued efforts to attract 
employers, support programs and incentives for 
local businesses and pursue additional avenues 
to save citizens tax dollars by collaborating efforts 
between the school district and the city.

Kyle Sears has lived in Hutto for almost two 
years. He graduated from Baylor University. Sears 
has been married for nine years and has two 
daughters. He has worked for the Hutto Chamber 
of Commerce for more than a year and is the 
pastor of Resonate Community Church in Hutto. 

why are you running?
I feel that I have demonstrated an ability to lead 
with reasoned discernment, both in my job at the 
chamber and as a pastor. I have laid down roots 
in this community and have hopes that it will be 
a place where I can continue to be proud to live. 
I think I have the ability to make wise decisions 
to ensure the future of Hutto remains bright and 
hopeful for our families and businesses.

CONTINUED FROM |1

City elections

least keep up with it.”
Smith’s opponent, George Garver, served 

as interim superintendent during the fall 
semester. He had not planned on run-
ning for mayor until a citizens’ group ap-
proached him on the matter, he said.

“I was asked if I would be willing to con-
sider,” Garver said. “After [my wife] and I 
talked about it for some length, we said, 
‘Yes, that would be a fine way to be of ser-
vice.’ I think it is appropriate for people to 
assist where requested and where it might 
be helpful.”

He also said he believes it is Georgetown’s 
growth that will be the biggest issue facing 
the city in the future.

“[The 2030 study] is becoming the driv-
ing tool for the city’s governing process. It 
suggests by the year 2030, which is 22 years 
out, our population will go from 50,000 to 
150,000,” Garver said. “That kind of monu-
mental growth demands careful manage-
ment, very careful deliberation on what 
kind of growth under what ground rules 
and the orderly building of the foundation 
on which future growth will occur.”

Garver said he looks forward to working 
with council and city staff if elected.
Hutto iSD bond 

The Hutto ISD Board of Trustees is ask-
ing the residents of Hutto to approve a 
$138 million bond package. The district 
has about 4,440 students, but is expected 
to add 3,321 students within the next four 
years and grow to 16,648 students in the 
next 10 years, said Ed Ramos, Hutto ISD 
financial director.

The district receives a demography report 
from Deskmap Systems, Inc., an Austin-
based firm that collects demographic data 
and determines growth-rate scenarios.

“We use them every year,” Ramos said, 
“but because of the fast growth, we have 
asked them to come back to us quarterly 
with updated demographic reports.”

Using these projections, the district has 
put together a bond package with two pro-

posals for voters to consider. 
The first proposal totals $128.5 mil-

lion and will include two new elementary 
schools, a 1,500-student high school, future 
land purchases and an expansion of the 
football stadium with additional seating, 
bathrooms and a small warehouse facility.

If passed, construction on the district’s 
sixth elementary school could begin next 
January for an estimated $17.96 million. 
The school would be available for a fall 
2009 opening. 

The $21 million, seventh elementary 
school would be built the following year, if 
projections are accurate. 

“The price difference between the two is 
the delay in construction from one year to 
the next due to inflation,” Ramos said. “We 
usually project about 10 percent inflation, 
which is about the average construction in-
flation rate.”

 The bond package’s second proposal for 
$9.94 million will go toward a natatorium 
(an indoor swimming pool) and dry work-
out areas. The district will partner with the 
YMCA of Greater Williamson County to 
build the facility if the proposal passes. The 
district hopes to partner with a developer 
or the city to donate land for the facility, 
Ramos said.

If both propositions pass, the bond 
would increase the district tax rate to $1.54 
per $100 by 2012, meaning the tax bill for 
a home worth $150,000 would increase by 
65 cents a month in the 2008-2009 school 
year. The following year it would increase 
by $7.54 a month.

“The district is attempting to keep up 
with growth to ensure our students are not 
housed in portable buildings,” Ramos said.
No ballots in taylor

The City of Taylor, along with the school 
district, cancelled their election because the 
only candidates to file were incumbents. 

School district board of trustees members 
Shorty Mitchell, district 1, and Brad Moss, 
at large representative, were uncontested in 
their races and will remain on the board.

Rod Hortenstine, councilman at large, 
was the only candidate to file for the race 
and will remain on the council.

Kenneth L. Love graduated from the University 
of La Verne in California. He is a retired United 
States Air Force captain and a Vietnam veteran. 
Love has served on Hutto’s Planning and Zoning 
Commission and as a city councilman from 2004 to 
2006. He became mayor in 2006 and is employed 
at St. Stephen’s Episcopal School in Austin.

why are you running?
There are some tough issues pending that I want 
to keep working on including the co-op property, 
transmission lines, landfill, wastewater treatment 
plant and grocery store. Also, I want to bring new 
initiatives and make sure everyone’s voice is heard. 
While on the council, I have helped shape the 
city into a place where spirit and values are not 
ignored. It is my desire to make Hutto an attractive 
place for business and residential growth.    
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important dates and deadlines

Voter registration deadline: April 10
Early in-person voting: April 28-May 6
Vote-by-mail application deadline: May 2
Election Day: May 10

Debbie Holland 
(incumbent) 
759-4033
debbie.holland@huttotx.gov

Hutto • Council place 2

Unopposed race

Rod Hortenstine
(incumbent) 
352-2702 
rod.hortenstine@ci.taylor.tx.us

Taylor • Councilman at large

taylor elections

Unopposed race

Shorty Mitchell 
(incumbent) 
*365-1391
bscott@taylor.isd.tenet.edu

Taylor ISD• Board member Place 1

Unopposed race

Brad Moss (incumbent) 
*365-1391
bscott@taylor.isd.tenet.edu

Taylor ISD• Board member at large

Unopposed race

Ronnie Quintanilla-
Perez 
(incumbent) 
759-1000 (home) 
791-3244 (cell)
www.voteforronnie.com
voteforronnie@gmail.com

Daniel McDowell
633-2167
www.danielmcdowell.ws
electdaniel@
danielmcdowell.ws

Charles D. Fain
www.charlesfain.com
charles_fain@yahoo.com

Hutto • Council Place 3

Shelli Aday 
244-9334
shelli_aday@yahoo.com 

Phillip Boutwell 
748-6532
pboutwell@austin.rr.com

Mike Pickard 
731-3000
michael_j_pickard@
homedepot.com 

Hutto iSD Board of trustees  •  Two seats available. The two individuals with the most votes will win places on the school board.

Shelli Aday is married with four children in Hutto 
schools. She graduated from Texas A&M University 
with a degree in elementary education. She has 
a master’s degree from the University of Texas in 
curriculum and instruction, reading specialist. Aday 
has spent 13 years teaching in Austin, Pflugerville 
and Hutto ISDs and is currently the executive 
director and a teacher at Creekside Country School, 
a private, nonprofit school.

why are you running?
I decided to run for school board because I want 
to help Hutto ISD be the best district in the area. 
My main goal is to be an advocate for the parents, 
teachers and, most importantly, the students 
of Hutto ISD. The current group of trustees is an 
awesome group of people, and I would like to join 
them in their efforts. 

Phillip Boutwell has worked at Freescale 
Semiconductor for the past 13 years and is 
currently a facilities engineer. He moved from 
Round Rock to Hutto in 2003 with his family. He 
has two daughters at Hutto Elementary School. 
Boutwell served on the Hutto school board’s 
facilities advisory committee during the past 
three bond proposals.

why are you running?
Our school district is one of the fastest-growing 
districts in the state of Texas, and our previous 
boards have done an excellent job in keeping 
pace with the growth. I am just hoping to 
continue that tradition.

Mike Pickard has lived in Hutto for seven and a 
half years. He is married with a 7-year-old son who 
attends Hutto Elementary School. Pickard works 
for the Home Depot corporate office in Austin 
and volunteers at different schools, tutoring and 
coaching UIL events. He also umpires and coaches 
youth baseball.

why are you running?
I decided to run for the board because Hutto ISD is 
going through many changes, and I would like to 
see if I can make a difference and keep the district 
one of the leading districts in the area.

For five years in a row, we’ve been ranked the #1 heart program in Texas. So if 
you ever need heart care, come to the hospital that is, simply put, second to none.

RANKED HEART PROGRAM IN TEXAS.

Georgetown election information on page 24

Ronnie Quintanilla-Perez graduated from the 
University of Texas and works at Hill Country 
Dairies. She has lived in Hutto since 2002 and 
is married with a 3-year-old daughter. She was 
elected to the Hutto City Council in 2004. From 
2003 to 2004 she served on the Hutto Parks 
Advisory Board and then resigned to run for 
council. Quintanilla-Perez is an ex-officio board 
member for the Williamson County Children’s 
Advocacy Center and the Hope Alliance.

why are you running?
I’m seeking re-election to continue to help Hutto 
reach its full potential of providing residents with 
a great quality of life. Hutto has reached some 
of its potential, but it’s still maturing. I feel my 
experience and dedication to Hutto’s residents can 
help achieve those goals. 

Charles Fain served in the Army for nine years. 
He graduated from Regis University in Colorado 
Springs, Colo. He moved to Houston in 1993 and 
worked in the banking industry while learning to 
teach special needs students. He then taught at 
Aldine ISD and Sugarland ISD. Fain now works for 
Dell Inc. and has lived in Hutto since May 2004.

why are you running?
My vision is to create a city that thinks strategically 
by developing a long-term vision, protects all 
property owners by  raising property value 
instead of reducing it, assists local businesses to 
grow and develop, and reduces economic waste. 
I will work to encourage citizen participation 
and responsibility, promote the Hutto brand, 
provide resources all Hutto citizens can enjoy and  
promote the city’s wealth and business interests.

Daniel McDowell retired from the United States 
Coast Guard. He worked for the city for nine 
years as the chief building inspector. He retired in 
December. McDowell now owns and manages an 
independent inspection service company. He has 
lived in Hutto for six years with his wife.

why are you running?
I have attended meetings since moving here to 
listen to concerns and the dreams of the citizens. 
I feel that I have the pulse of the community 
and really want to see Hutto grow and expand 
in a way that will enhance what we have here. I 
want the council to keep our history, small-town 
friendliness and can-do attitude here. I want the 
city council to ensure the efficient operation of 
the city. I have a history with the city and want to 
represent its citizens.

Taylor elections were cancelled because 
only incumbents filed for re-election. The 
following candidates will automatically take 
office for another term.  

* All questions to the Taylor ISD Board of Trustees should 
be directed to the superintendent’s office.
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Continued from page 22.

George Garver
876-4486
www.georgegarver.com

Dale Ross
630-1920
dale@ldalerosscpa.com 

Mark Bobinger 
(incumbent)
863-7557
mbobfedx@aol.com

Doug Smith
869-7732
www.dougsmithformayor.org

Randall Craig
869-8440
randall@teacher.com

Bert Holmstrom
863-8317
bgh72@aol.com

Georgetown • Mayor

Georgetown
Council District 6

Georgetown ISD Board of Trustees
Place 4

George Garver graduated from the University of 
Northern Iowa and then earned a master’s degree 
from the University of Michigan. He completed 
an educational doctorate from Michigan State 
University. He served as the Georgetown ISD 
interim school superintendent during the fall 
semester. Prior to that, Garver served as the 
dean of the College of Education for Arizona 
State University West Campus as well as a 
superintendent of schools in several Michigan 
school districts and general superintendent of 
Houston ISD. He is married and lives in Sun City, 
where he was elected as a board member for the 
Sun City Texas Home Owners Association.

why are you running?
It was a fairly recent decision in response to a 
citizens’ committee that had been developed to 
look at the possibility of finding a good candidate. 
I was asked if I would be willing to consider. In 
a representative democracy, it is imperative 
that people be willing to participate in the 
governing system and to help with the process 
of operating public entities like school districts, 
cities and counties. The council appears to be very 
deliberative and caring. They bring great insight 
into the needs of our city. As a group, I think there 
are some very excellent people on the council. If 
elected, I look forward to working with great folks.

Dale Ross is a practicing certified public 
accountant and president of the Georgetown CPA 
firm he founded. Ross graduated from Houston 
Baptist University and earned a Master of Business 
Administration from Houston Baptist University. 
Ross is a member of the City of Georgetown 
Zoning Board of Adjustment, the Georgetown 
Chamber of Commerce, the American Institute 
of Certified Public Accountants, the Austin 
Society of CPAs and the National Association of 
Tax Practitioners. Ross is a former president and 
treasurer of the Williamson County Historical 
Museum. He is currently the president of the 
Village Lake Office Condominium Association. 
Along with his wife, he lives in the Old Town 
section of Georgetown.

why are you running?
By serving on the council, it will give me an 
opportunity to give back to a city that has given so 
much to me and my wife, Mickie. In short, based 
on my business experience and skills as a CPA, I 
will provide leadership with respect to effectively 
managing our city’s explosive growth while 
preserving the charm of her historic downtown 
square and neighborhoods. In addition, I will 
maintain Georgetown’s quality of life with: no tax 
rate increases, more efficient government and 
increased police and fire protection.

Mark Bobinger has been a resident of Georgetown 
for 10 years. He is married to a Benold Middle 
School teacher. The couple has seven children 
— two GISD graduates and five current students. 
Bobinger has been a trustee since being elected 
in 2003 and served as board president from 2004 
to 2007. He is a graduate of the U.S. Air Force 
Academy and is an F-111 and F-16 pilot. Currently, 
he works as a pilot/instructor for FedEx.

why are you running?
My education has provided me with all the 
opportunities I have enjoyed, and I want the same 
opportunities, not just for my own children, but for 
every child in Georgetown. Children and education 
are my passion, and I feel privileged to serve on the 
board of trustees. I am very proud of my record of 
service on the board and the continuing progress 
we’ve made in the quality of education we offer 
in GISD. Academic achievement is the highest it’s 
ever been, and the quality of our teaching staff is 
second to none. We are nearing the completion 
of the $97 million bond that is on or ahead of 
schedule and under budget with increased 
scope of work. I’ve never been more enthusiastic 
or optimistic about the future of GISD, and I’m 
looking forward to the opportunity to continue 
serving the community and our kids as a member 
of the GISD Board of Trustees. 

Doug Smith moved to Georgetown in 1996 
after retiring from a 29-year career with Shell 
Oil Company. He holds a Ph.D. in chemical 
engineering from the University of Florida and 
is a U.S. Coast Guard veteran. Smith served as 
the Georgetown Utilities System Advisory Board 
chairman, president and board member of the 
Georgetown Palace Theatre, board member 
and chairman of the Lone Star Circle of Care 
Foundation Board, a volunteer and board 
member of The Caring Place and a member of 
the Georgetown SERTOMA Club. He served two 
three-year terms on the city council, representing 
the southwest part of Georgetown. Five of those 
six years he was elected Mayor Pro Tem.

why are you running?
I have been pretty intimately involved in this 
community, and I thought, with all of the issues 
coming up with growth, it is important for me 
and the community to take a leadership role. We 
need roads, and I will be very much for improved 
transportation. I also think it is important that 
we preserve the character of our downtown. 
The downtown square is the heart and soul of 
Georgetown. When you ask people why they 
came to Georgetown, they always mention the 
square and the ambience of the square. So we 
have to maintain the ambience of the square.

Randall Craig graduated from Stephen F. Austin 
State University with a degree in political 
science and economics and earned a Master of 
Social Work from the University of Texas. Craig 
completed post-graduate studies in education 
from Texas State University. He has lived in District 
6 for more than 12 years and taught economics 
at Georgetown High School for 13 years. He plans 
to retire from teaching this year. His wife is also 
a retired teacher. Prior to teaching, Craig worked 
as a professional social worker for the Texas 
Department of Human Services and Travis County.

why are you running?
There is no question that Georgetown will 
continue to grow.  The question for the next 
council is how to plan for growth and manage it in 
such a way as to preserve and improve the quality 
of life here. The challenge for the city is to provide 
a plan for development that will be consistent 
with the special character that Georgetown 
has developed. We should consider our central 
area an asset that deserves special attention. 
Infrastructure to areas of planned growth will 
require a proactive council. I believe most folks 
want a council member who is accessible, 
reasonable and who doesn’t have a particular 
“axe to grind.” I believe that my background and 
experience qualify me to serve.

Bert Holmstrom graduated from Georgetown 
High School and Texas A&M University. He works 
for JMP Land Services as a senior land agent. He is 
the chair of the Board of Elders at Zion Lutheran 
Church in Walburg. Holmstrom was on the school 
board at Zion for four years and is a past chair. He 
is married with two daughters.

why are you running?
My desire to seek this position on the school 
board is to give something back to the school 
that gave me a start in life. Having lived in the 
Georgetown area all my life enables me to have a 
different perspective on how things are done and 
where our roots are. Pickett Elementary is named 
after my freshman high school teacher, Dell 
Pickett. McCoy Elementary  School is named after 
my Spanish teacher, Raye McCoy. Frost Elementary 
is named after former superintendent Jack Frost. 
Ford Elementary is named after Dr. Jo Ann Ford 
who was a counselor during my high school years 
and went on to serve Georgetown in so many 
ways. Benold Middle School is named after Dr. 
Douglas Benold. Tippit Middle School is named 
after my biology teacher, Mr. James Tippit.  I have 
a deep rooted connection with this community 
and what it stands for. This gives me an excellent 
platform from which to serve as the next member 
of the GISD Board of Trustees, Place 4.

Mike Hewlett 
(incumbent)
hewlettm@
georgetownisd.org

Georgetown ISD Board of Trustees
Place 5

Unopposed race

Gabe Sansing
(incumbent) 
930-3652
dist2@georgetowntx.org

Georgetown
Council  District 2

Unopposed race

29

2338

971

195

2243

i-35

1460

Georgetown City
Council Districts

District 1

District 2

District 3

District 4

District 5

District 6

District 7

Source: www.georgetown.org/departments/ds/maps/maps.php
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300 University Boulevard
Round Rock, TX 78665

512-509-0100
www.sw.org

Scott & White UMC offers a comfortable
setting and attentive care for expectant parents.
Scott & White University Medical Campus provides a spacious setting for new parents
and their newborns. Our facility offers six private, state-of-the-art delivery rooms that
allow physicians to efficiently provide patients with labor, delivery, recovery and
postpartum care in a single room.This unique service includes “Couplet Care,” which
allows the mother and other caregivers to bond with their newborn in a comfortable,
secure environment. Obstetricians provide prenatal care and labor and delivery
services and our nursery is monitored by certified pediatricians.

Additional services for expectant families include a full range of classes designed 
to help with the birth of their new baby, including childbirth preparation and breast-
feeding education. Neonatal consultation, assistance in preparing for natural child-
birth and epidural anesthesia are available. Call 512-509-9276 today to schedule 
a private tour. 

Scott & White accepts all major insurance plans.

CLOSER CARE

together
building

Belterra . Coming Soon!
Dripping Springs, TX
512-845-7350
Brodie Springs
Coming Soon! . Austin,TX
512-845-7350
Falconhead . Austin, TX
From mid $400’s
512-402-1572
Falconhead West
From mid $300’s
512-402-1572
Steiner Ranch
Austin, TX . Belcara
From $300’s . 512-266-2820
Red Oak Valley
From $400’s
512-266-6503

Summer Vista
From $300’s . 512-266-6920
Summer Vista
Majestic Series
From mid $300’s
512-266-7758
Mediterra . From $300’s
512-266-2820
Granite Bay .
From $500’s . 512-266-6503
River Heights Overlook
From mid $500’s
512-266-6503
Emerald Ridge
From $500’s . 512-663-5821
Hawks Canyon
From high $500’s
512-266-6503
The Reserve . From $600’s
512-266-6503

Palisades . Coming Soon!
512-845-7350
Tierra Grande
Coming Soon!
512-845-7350
Senna Hills . Austin, TX
From mid $500’s
512-263-2655
Senna Hills Garden Homes
From mid $300’s
512-263-2655
Pioneer Crossing
Austin, TX
From $160’s . 512-490-2441
Falcon Pointe
Pflugerville,TX
From $200’s . 512-670-3607

Legends Village
Round Rock, TX
From $160’s . 512-218-0202

Teravista . Round Rock,TX
Hill Country Series
From $200’s . 512-388-4740
Majestic Series
From mid $300’s
512-388-4740
Paloma Lake
Round Rock, TX
From $300’s . 512-341-7611
Walsh Ranch
Round Rock, TX
From $300’s . 512-733-7600

Ranch at Brushy Creek
Cedar Park, TX
From $300’s . 512-246-6926
Villages of Berry Creek
Georgetown, TX
From $160’s . 512-763-1212
Whitestone Oaks
Cedar Park, TX
From $200’s . 512-217-0327
Caballo Ranch
Coming Soon!
Cedar Park, TX
512-845-7350

Realtors®

Welcome

Present this ad to any
Taylor Morrison Sales Center and receive a

$10Target Gift Card*

taylormorrison.com

* Offer expires 10/31/08 and is valid while supplies last. Taylor Morrison reserves the
right to alter or cancel this program at any time. Limit one coupon per household.

© 2008 Taylor Morrison Homes. Inspired by youSM is a service mark of
Taylor Woodrow, Inc. Information contained within this advertisement
is correct at time of publication and subject to change. 0308

TMA-M8015_10x6.5  3/25/08  1:45 PM  Page 1
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impactnews.com

Browse, search and download past issues 
from any of our Central Texas markets.

The World Wide Web 
just got local.

Visit the new

Browse 
the 

online 
Savings 

Guide for 
exclusive 

deals 
at local 

businesses. 

Sign up for the weekly e-newsletter to stay on 
top of local news between issues.

Check out 
the events 
calendar  to 
stay on top 
of what’s 
going on 
around 
town.

New Features

RSS Feeds for Your City

Comments on Articles

Discussion Forums

Social Bookmarking

Submit Your 
Organization’s Events
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regional    report

FOR FULL StORiES GO tO www.iMPACtNEwS.COM

ABRiDGED StORiES FROM OUR RECENt CEDAR PARK/LEANDER,
 NORtHwESt AUStiN AND ROUND ROCK/PFLUGERViLLE PUBLiCAtiONS

Toll 183A: One year later
cedar park Although currently only 
4.5 miles of tolled road, Toll 183A is a 
stretch of pavement that has become a big 
topic of conversation. 

The road starts at Toll 45 in Northwest 
Austin and runs northward, ending just 
past RM 1431. Future expansion will take 
the road farther north through Leander, 
past RM 2243, ending just south of the 
South Fork San Gabriel River. Frontage 
lanes have already been built to the river, 
north of Leander. They are open and free 
to use.

Toll 183A was originally part of the 
Texas Department of Transportation’s 
Central Texas Turnpike Project — along 
with Toll 45, Toll 130 and Toll 1 — but 
got bumped from the project due to lack 
of funding. As a result, the Central Texas 
Regional Mobility Authority took it over. 
Getting answers
Although Toll 183A has been open a year, 
people still may have questions about 
it. Steve Pustelnyk, CTRMA director of 
communications, helped shed some light 

on several issues surrounding the toll road.
Who owns Toll 183A, and who makes 
money from its tolls?

“Every 
toll road 
currently 
open or 
under 
construction 
in Central 
Texas has 
been funded 
by state 
or local 
government. 

All the revenue goes to the government. 
The bottom line is: There are no private 
toll roads in Central Texas at this point.”

The one exemption is the Toll 130 
project between Creedmoor and I-10 in 
Seguin, which is being developed through 
a partnership between the Spanish-owned 
Cintra Concesiones de Infraestructuras de 
Transporte and American-owned Zachry 
Construction. It is the only private-public 
roadway project in progress in Central 
Texas, Pustelnyk said.

Once toll money from Toll 183A 
is collected, it pays for the CTRMA’s 
expenses, including bond debt, cost of 
operating the road and collecting the tolls, 
any maintenance or damage that occurs 
and administrative costs, Pustelnyk said. 
Once these expenses are paid, any surplus 
money can be used to fund additional 
projects, such as the Toll 183A extension.
Will cash always be accepted as a way 
to pay a toll?
A: “No. The cash lanes will likely be closed 
this year,” Pustelnyk said.

“Our goal all along has been to try to get 
as many people as possible to adopt TxTag 
and then to evolve away from cash and go 
to a pay-by-mail process.” 
What will you do with those plazas 
once cash is no longer accepted?
A: “We are looking at what the options 
are for using that facility and that space, 
and if we can find some viable uses for it, 
we certainly will pursue those. They could 
be used for selling coffee, dry cleaning, 
convenience store items, ATMs, banks, 
TxTag customer functions ... There’s a 
whole bunch of things we could do.”

Hobby Express
cedar park Hobby Express recently 
opened in Cedar Park at 251 N. Bell Blvd., 
Ste. 103. The shop specializes in remote-
controlled airplanes, cars and trucks, but 
also has scrapbook materials, models and 
other general hobby paraphernalia. For more 
information, call 992-2586 or visit 
www.thehobbyexpress.com

Texas X Park
Leander Recent additions to Leander’s 
Texas X Park has the development on 
schedule for a 2008 ground breaking, with 
a grand opening in late 2009.

“We got excited; it’s our fault. We 
thought we’d be moving a little bit quicker,” 
X Park developer Matt Tolbert said of the 
delays. “We took a step back and double 
checked everything. This stuff needs to be 
done right so you don’t trip down the road 
when things are really rolling.”

The organizers of the extreme sports 
venue are currently working on securing 
all the necessary permits to open a 
facility of this size and nature. Permit 
requirements have forced the X Park to 
make several minor engineering changes.

“We’re just securing the quality of 
the development and trying to be as 
environmentally friendly as we can,” 

Notes of Hope
church of the Savior
3402 Little elm Trail

www.notesofhope.us

Notes of Hope

Caffé Panini

nonprofiT profiLe

neighborhood dining

cedar park Jayne Clark lost her father 
six years ago. Her grieving process led her 
to become a grief therapist to help others 
going through similar situations.

Clark’s life changed again after reading 
an article about two women dealing with 
the loss of their husbands in Iraq. This 
time, it was others’ grief which expanded 
the scope of her mission.

“As someone who works with people 
who have lost loved ones, I know there is 
a lot of emotional stuff that goes on, and 
people usually feel isolated and alone,” 
Clark said. “As I was reading the article, 
I felt that for them. I thought it would be 
very hard for them going from military to 
civilian life. It is two different worlds.”

That weekend Clark founded Notes 
of Hope, a non-partisan, non-political 
organization with a purpose of sending 
notes, cards, poems and letters to bereaved 
military families.

The premise of mailing notes to fallen 
soldiers’ families seems simple, but can 
mean a lot to people dealing with grief, 
Clark said.

round rock The sign outside Caffé 
Panini reads “Best sandwiches in Texas,” 
and after sampling some of chef Eddie 
Sandoval’s fare, it may be hard to disagree.

Caffé Panini was opened in March 2007 
by Robert Cardenas, his wife, Mara, and 
their nephew Eddie Sandoval. Sandoval 
went to culinary school in Austin and cre-
ated the entire menu, which is constantly 
evolving based on customer input.

Nearly everything on the menu is made 
from scratch. Robert even joked they had 
chickens and cows 
out back.

The Turkey 
Chipotle ($6.99) is 
the most popular 
sandwich, and 
each panini is 
served with pasta 
salad or chips. 

pflugerville With the new 1 million 
sq. ft. Pfluger Crossing shopping center at 
the corner of Pflugerville Parkway and FM 
685, and construction under way nearby on 
Stone Hill Town Center, another million 
sq. ft. development, Pflugerville Parkway 
could become a major thoroughfare be-
tween Pflugerville and Round Rock.

There are plans to expand Pflugerville 
Parkway to four lanes with a median and 
connect the road to Greenlawn Boulevard 
in Round Rock. Right now, the two roads 
do not meet. Once completed, Pflugerville 
Parkway could allow more traffic to flow into 
Pflugerville for people to shop and work.

Road will not connect to Greenlawn 
Boulevard if previously approved federal 
funding falls through

Pflugerville Parkway, 
roadway to retail

Tolbert said. “These permits are tedious, 
but they’re done right.”

The 203-acre park is located at the 
corner of Bagdad Road and San Gabriel 
Parkway. Phase one of the project includes 
the extreme sports facilities, with phases 
two through five to include hotels, 
commercial retail and cable ski facilities.

In February, the city council approved 
the addition of a 2,500 seat amphitheater 
suited for small concerts and shows. The 
amphitheater joins BMX racing, paintball 
and motocross as planned features. 

One exciting component to be included 
in the X Park is electronic wristbands. 
The bands are water resistant and have a 
computer chip embedded in them that 
allows users to keep a balance and track 
movements throughout the X Park. Ideal 
for children, users need only swipe the 
armband past an electronic sensor to make 
purchases or enter other areas of the park.

Caffé Panini
1105 S. mays St. 

617-3029                                                                                                           
www.caffepaninitx.com                                                                                                                       

Caffé Panini

Gattis
School Rd.

S.
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s 
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.

i-35

Hobby
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Clean Out Your Jewelry 
Box & Turn It Into Cash!

Now 
Enrolling!
Ask about our 

Grand Opening 
Special!

Hurry! 
 O� er Expires
May 31, 2008

Call now!
512-528-9000

901 Crystal Falls Pkwy #207
Crystal Falls Center

www.sylvansinaustin.com

Robert B. Daigh
tEXAS DEPARtMENt OF tRANSPORtAtiON
community    profile A

ustin D
istrict Engineer

Q. What would you like people to know about TxDOT? 
A. Most people don’t realize that the Austin district of 
TxDOT oversees the federal and state transportation 
system for 11 counties. The Austin district does that 
through the tireless efforts of about 639 dedicated, 
hardworking folks who are working every day to improve 
safety and mobility for the citizens of Central Texas. 
Those are the people who are out there during the ice 
storms, trying to make it so the ambulance can get to the 
hospital. Those are the people, when everyone else is at 
home watching TV, who are out there in the middle of 
the flood, trying to block off the state road so that no one 
gets out there and drowns. Many times, they put their 
lives at risk for the benefit of Central Texas. I think that’s 
something that most people don’t understand.

Q. What is the Central Texas Turnpike System? 
A. The offering statement, which was used to secure 
financing, included the northern extension of Loop 1 from 
FM 734 [Parmer Lane] up to SH 45, SH 45 from essentially 
[US] 183 over to [Toll] 130, and [Toll] 130 from IH 35 north 
of Georgetown down to [US] 183. Those three elements were 
all financed together in one package through bonds sold on 
Wall Street. That was the largest highway-owned project.

At the time, it was the biggest bond sale the state had 
ever done at about $2.2 billion. It was also the first toll proj-
ect that the state had undertaken in modern times.

Q. How was the Central Texas Turnpike project financed? 
A. When we financed the Central Texas turnpike 
project, the goal was to absolutely maximize the amount 
of pavement that we could get on the ground. We 
stretched the financing to the limit. To do that, what the 
department did was what’s generally called backstopping, 
which means we would subsidize the Operations and 
Maintenance (O&M) expenses for the project until the 
traffic was high enough to collect enough revenues to 
where O&M support would no longer be required.

In this financing, the period of O&M support was 
anticipated to be well in the 20-plus year range, so that if 
you get traffic that is higher than projected, that means 
you’re getting more money than you projected. But what 
that extra money is first doing is lowering the amount 
of support you’re receiving from TxDOT. That’s not how 
most roads are financed. That’s not how [Toll] 183A was 
financed, and that’s not how we’re going to finance any 
of the other toll roads going forward. This was a very 
unusual financing because the state felt it was in their 
interest to maximize the pavement on the ground to make 
the connections that we’re making.

Q. How is the Central Texas Turnpike System different? 
A. This was a 100 percent TxDOT deal — that’s what’s 
different. When we did this deal, there were three 

requirements that we had in the bond indenture. One 
was that we do some interchange improvements to [US] 
183 and [Toll] 45.The next requirement was that unless 
we can’t do it environmentally, we need to construct 
[Toll] 183A. The third requirement was unless we can’t 
do it environmentally, we construct [Toll] 45 southeast.

So the [Toll] 183A project was basically set aside for the 
Central Texas Regional Mobility Authority as their first 
project. That was a starter kit for the CTRMA. It was envi-
ronmentally cleared by TxDOT. The counties got together 
and formed the CTRMA, and so [the Toll 183A project] 
was given to them. TxDOT delivered the seed money.

Q. How is toll road construction traditionally financed? 
A. Very few projects, if any in the entire world, can be 
financed totally in a traditional manner selling bonds. 
That means that you are able to, just from the traffic 
using the road, go to Wall Street and convince them 
that you would have enough traffic volume that would 
be willing to pay a high enough price to allow you to go 
to Wall Street and borrow enough money to build the 
project. Generally, there is always going to need to be 
some cash involved. So the amount of cash participation 
may need to be 75 percent or 50 percent or 20 percent. It 
will vary for each project. Likewise, the percent of bond 
financing will vary. Obviously if you have a project and 
if you finance that project, you’ve got to pay, just like the 
rent on your house or your house bill. You’ve got to pay 
the banker. You’ve borrowed money, and so you’ve got to 
pay the banker or they get kind of mad at you.

Borrowing money from Wall Street is no different. You 
have a payment to make for the debt. But you also have 
to pay for the operations, and you have to pay for the 
maintenance. Under normal financing, the first dollar 
you get goes towards operations and maintenance and 
until you pay for operations and maintenance, a dollar 
doesn’t work its way to be available to pay for the debt 
service. And that’s how the bond holders generally like it 
because even if they don’t get paid, they want that road 
running and well maintained or their asset will depreci-
ate and that hurts their ability to ever get money.

Q. How did TxDOT miscalculate $1.1 billion? 
A. We blew it. You have to understand it isn’t one thing. 
It is the perfect storm of events. TxDOT has experienced, 
principally because of the rise in oil prices, tremendous 
inflation. That’s no secret. Everything we do takes large 
equipment. We’re using huge amounts of diesel. We have 
a very energy-intensive construction process. There has 
been 100 percent inflation in the last few years. Without 
question, that’s part of it. 

We also have an aging system. The interstate system is 
50 years old. The FM and RM system is maybe 40 years 
old. Roads are like the roof of your house. Over time, you 

get a little leak, so you put on another layer of shingles. 
Then time goes by and you go and put up another layer 
of shingles. But you get to a point, after you get that 
second or third layer of shingles on, you have to go and 
scrape off all the shingles and replace some plywood, and 
you put on a new roof from scratch. Roads are like that. 
We can continue to do surface treatments and band-aid 
them and hold them together, but there gets to be a point 
in time when you have to just rehabilitate the road. You 
gotta scrape it all up and put it all down. We are facing 
an enormous maintenance liability. The design life of a 
pavement is generally in the 20- or 30-year range. These 
roads, many of them, are approaching that life span. 

You have all of this and you have some miscalculations, 
or over-projections of federal dollars that are going to 
come in. We have increasing costs and increasing need, 
and now we’ve over-projected how much federal revenue 
is going to come in. We didn’t curtail our spending fast 
enough. That’s just how it is. It’s ugly, it’s embarrassing, 
but that’s just how it is.

Monies were allocated to pay for both some 
projects that have been let [already started] and also 
simultaneously allocated for some future builds. Wow, 
what an embarrassment. And it took a long time to find it.

Education: 
Bachelor of Science degree in civil 
engineering, University of Texas at Austin

Contact: 
832-7000 or www.txdot.gov
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NEiGHBORHOODS At A GLANCE
residential    real estate Paula Thomas  

Realtor®
(512) 818-1717 

PaulaThomas.net
On the Lookout  for a New Home? 
Take a look at these Great Values... 

Paula Thomas, Realtor®
(512) 818-1717 

PaulaThomas.net 

403 Rockmoor Dr. 
Great Location 

$142,950 

201 Woodmont Dr. 
Home Office 

$139,900 

423 Steeplechase Dr. 
Master Downstairs 

$168,000 

124 Benchmark Dr. 
Parkview Estates 

$169,500 

169 Brentwood Dr. 
4 Bedrooms + Office 

$299,900 

30100 Oakmont Dr. 
What a View! 

$339,000 

409 E. University 
A Piece of History 

$344,000 

319 Champions Dr. 
Berry Creek 

$349,000 

206 Woodland Park 
4 Bedrooms - 1.66 Acres 

$489,000 

127 Roberts Circle 
Private Pool Setting 

$524,500 

507 Highland Springs 
Estates of Westlake 

$529,000 

29105 Briarcrest 
WOW House! 

$559,900 

1703 Shinnecock Hills Dr. 
5 Bedrooms  - 4.5 Baths 

$639,000 

3005 Freemont 
Owner Wants Offer 

$142,000 

101 Phillip Ln. 
Liberty Hills - 11 Acres 

$242,500 

For more information, photos, and virtual tours visit my website at 
PaulaThomas.net  and click on Listings or give me a call (512) 818-1717

Commercial, Land  & Investment 
30.62 Acres Farmland with FM 1105 Road Frontage- 
$306,200 

153 Acres in CR200 - River Frontage - Call for Details 

Commercial in Jarrell - 3 Ac 
Hwy487 Frontage-Call for Details 

302 W. University - $375,000 

2 Large Tracks in Williamson Cnty– Great for Development  
Call for Details  

1242 S. Austin Ave. 
New Listing! 

$795,000 

272 Greenside Lane

100 wegstrom St.

110 Summers Green

309 Phillips St.

173 Village Commons Blvd.

127 Rinehardt St.

3 Br. / 2 Ba. 
2,413 sq. ft. 

3 Br. / 2 Ba. 
1,350 sq. ft. 

3 Br. / 2 Ba. 
2,073 sq. ft. 

4 Br. / 2 Ba. 
1,855 sq. ft. 

3 Br. / 2 Ba 
1,800 sq. ft.

4 Br. / 2 Ba 
1,882 sq. ft.

Agent:  Tracy Jacobs
www.century21hs.com

Owner:  Randy Olfers

Agent: Kim Jorczyk

Agent: Celia Muniz

Owner: Melissa Bradley 

Agent: Lisa Hunt
www.huntandsellaustin.com

$229,900

$132,500

$216,000

$123,950

$165,500 

$134,500 

694-7713

633-5747

635-7224

293-2278

693-2226

626-8761

1

2

3

1

2

3

Almquist St.
N Brown St.

Flinn St.

Phillips St.
Wegstrom St.
Rinehardt St.

Sylvan St. Cockrill St.

Georgetown Village

Huttoparke

Schools

Schools

This unique neighborhood 
incorporates modern building 
techniques with classic features such 
as walking trails, wide streets and 
common alleys. Conveniently located 
off of Shell Road just north of Williams 
Drive, retail shopping and several 
restaurants are minutes away. 

This relatively new neighborhood is 
conveniently located on FM 1660 just 
north of Hwy. 79. Lennar Homes of 
Texas, LLC, is the sole builder. Homes 
range in price from the low 100’s 
to the 170’s. Community amenities 
include a swimming pool, soccer and 
baseball fields, volleyball court and a 
playground. Easy access to Toll 130, 
Hwy. 79 and the University Boulevard 
extension.

• Village Elementary
• Benold Middle School
• Georgetown Ninth Grade Campus
• Georgetown High School

• Cottonwood Creek Elementary
• Hutto Middle School
• Hutto High School

GEORGEtOwN

HUttO

Featured Homes

Featured Homes
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R 78717 Avery Ranch 14812 Avery Ranch Blvd. # 48 3br/2.5ba 2,288 $224,900  Kiersty Lombar Keller Williams 439-3696
R 78717 Avery Ranch South 15529 Whistling Straits 5br/4ba 3,559 $355,000  N/A Keller Williams 567-3955 
R 78727 Ashton Woods 13937 Ashton Woods Circle 3br/2ba 1,522 $247,000  E. Frank Wade Keller Williams Realty 259-1775
R 78727 Scofield Farms 12708 Scofield Farms Drive 3br/3ba 2,707 $278,900  Brenda Dismuke Hayden-Burke Realty 228-2651 
R 78750  Anderson Mill 10405 Firethorn Lane 3br/2ba 1416 $149,777 Debbie Simmons Keller Williams 659-7579 
R 78759 Loop Condos 9525 N. Cap. of Tx Hwy, #131 2br/2.0ba 1,272 $208,999  N/A Winkler & Co. 825-6207
R 78759 Oak Forest 7010 Narrow Oak Trail 4br/2.5ba 2,410 $339,000  Larry Barnett M.E. Gene Johnson 769-4445

R  78613 Preserve at Gann Ranch 1903,1905,1907 Barnett 3 Lots N/A $101,000  Karen McCarty Keller Williams Realty 413-3788
R  78613 High Meadows 2102 Brook Hollow 3br/2ba 1,258 $114,995  Jeannette Morrison Keller Williams Realty 233-9775
R  78613 Cedar Park Town Center 400 Bull Creek Pkwy, Unit 4 3br/2.5 ba N/A $150,000  Mary Boatright RE/MAX Capital City 744-4567
R  78613 Carriage Hills 2003 Parksville Way 4br/2.5ba 2,480 $169,900  Karen McCarty Keller Williams Realty 413-3788
R  78613 Forest Oaks 1120 Peyton Place 3br/2.5ba 2,084 $186,500 Ryan Carssow Carssow Real Estate 870-7004
R  78613 The Ranch at Cypress Creek 1208 Del Roy Drive 4br/2.5ba 2,762 $228,000  Lisa Marie Contaldi Exclusive 784-5111
R  78613 Westside Preserve 2012 Burnie Bishop Place 3br/2ba 2,144 $239,900  Karen McCarty Keller Williams Realty 413-3788
R  78613 Forest Oaks 807 Linden Loop 5br/3.5ba 3,569 $338,500  Cari Bieter Prudential Texas Realty 789-7292
R  78613 Bella Vista 2703 DiSantis 4br/2ba 2,604 $388,000  Suzie Gole Keller Williams 791-4223
C  78613 N/A  Old Mill Road at Lakeline  N/A 566,280 $4.50/ sq. ft.  Sheyla Aslan Pohl Brown 426-8852 
R  78717 Ranch at Brushy Creek 711 S. Frontier Lane 5br/4ba 3,471 $340,000  Jeannette Morrison Keller Williams Realty 233-9775

R  78626 Rural 214 Grist Mill Loop 4br/ 2ba 1,792 $89,900  Linda Mouser Cornerstone Real Estate, Inc. 759-5050
R  78626 Rural 00 FM 971 N/A N/A $94,500  Don Wilcox Cornerstone Real Estate, Inc. 759-5050
R  78626 Indian Creek 50105 Flintrock Drive 3br/ 2ba 1,704 $109,250  Don Wilcox Cornerstone Real Estate, Inc. 759-5050
R  78626 Rural 20219 Mc Shepherd 3br/ 2ba 1,600 $124,900  Don Wilcox Cornerstone Real Estate, Inc. 759-5050
R  78626 Meadows of Georgetown 921 Meadow Ridge Loop 4br/2.5ba 2,176 $162,500  Tommi Larrison CENTURY 21 HS 630-5777
R  78626 Summer Crest 1418 Ashberry Trail 4br/2.5ba N/A $190,000  Mary Boatright RE/MAX Capital City 744-4567
R  78626 Villages Berry Creek 7745 Squirrel Hollow 4br/2.5ba 2,601 $222,900  Don Dungan Keller Williams 789-8111
C 78626 N/A 7301 County Road 110 N/A 2,043 $425,000  Maureen Rooker N/A 759-2210
C  78626 N/A FM 1460 at Inner Loop N/A 10 acres $871,200  Joseph Aubin J. Paul Aubin Real Estate 563-7093
R  78628 Berry Creek 30610 St. Andrews Drive 3br/2ba 2,462 $289,900  Michelle Van Natter RE/MAX Centx Assoc 635-9855
R  78628 Berry Creek 203 Del Aire 4br/3.5ba 3,622 $335,600  Debbra Pearcy Coldwell Banker United 639-0791
R  78628 Berry Creek 202 Del Aire 4br/3.5ba 3,191 $336,500  Debbra Pearcy Coldwell Banker United 639-0791
R  78628 Jorgenson 1006 16th St. 3br/2.5ba 2,300 $349,900  John Springer Keller Williams Realty 296-0208
R  78628 Cimarron Hills 101 Hammerstone 4br/3.5ba 3,387 $640,400  Dora Aubin J. Paul Aubin Real Estate 966-4558
R  78628 Cimarron Hills 103 Paloma Point 3br/3.5ba 3,400 $767,590  Dora Aubin J. Paul Aubin Real Estate 966-4556
R  78628 Cimarron Hills 205 Flint Ridge Trail 3br/4ba 3,218 $799,000  Dora Aubin J. Paul Aubin Real Estate 966-4557
R  78628 Cimarron Hills 707 Cimarron Hills Trail 4br/3.5ba 4,190 $865,500  Dora Aubin J. Paul Aubin Real Estate 966-4555
R  78628 Logan Plateau Estates 111 Lovie Lane 5br/5ba/2half 5,694 $910,500  Katherine Reedholm Keller Williams 964-3010 
R  78633 Farris Ranch 400 Farris Ranch Road 3br/2.5ba 2,489 $379,000  Rhonda Carnley Moreland Properties 627-0792

R  78634 Huttoparke 109 Almquist 3br/2ba 1,295 $113,000  Mauren Rooker N/A 759-2210
R  78634 Country Estates 111 Brooke 3br/2ba 1,153 $114,900  Maureen Rooker N/A 759-2210
R  78634 Hutto Square 125 Hyltin St. 3br/2.5ba 1,901 $136,000  N/A Winkler & Co. 825-6207

If you are a broker/realtor, builder 
or property owner and would 
like to have your residential and/
or commercial properties listed 
in our real estate section at no 
cost, please send an e-mail to 
realestate@impactnews.com 
requesting a submission form. 
All listings received will be 
considered for publication in one 
or more editions of Community 
Impact Newspaper.

R - Residential
C - Commercial

legend

807 Linden Loop, Cedar Park $338,500

711 S. Frontier Lane, Cedar Park $340,000

921 Meadow Ridge Loop, Georgetown $162,500

ZiP code guide

13937 Ashton Woods Circle, Austin $247,000

7745 Squirrel Hollow, Georgetown $222,900

30610 St. Andrews Drive, Georgetown $289,900

Round Rock • Pflugerville
78664 (Dell / Gattis School area)
78665 (University / Dell Diamond area)
78681 (Round Rock west of IH 35)
78660 (Pflugerville)
78717 (Brushy Creek area)
Cedar Park • Leander
78613 (Cedar Park)
78641 (Leander)
78717 (Avery Ranch area)
Northwest Austin
78727 (W. Parmer / MoPac)
78729 (Anderson Mill / McNeil)
78750 (Anderson Mill / Balcones)
78758 (MoPac / Braker)
78759 (Great Hills / Arboretum)
Georgetown • Hutto • Taylor
78626 (East Georgetown)
78628 (West Georgetown)
78633 (NW Lake Georgetown area) 
78634 (Hutto)
76574 (Taylor)

Note: These ZIP codes encompass 
Community Impact Newspaper’s 
current distribution area. Only properties 
within these ZIP codes are listed.

Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Sq. Ft. Price Agent RealtorZIP code Phone

Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Sq. Ft. Price Agent RealtorZIP code Phone
austin

Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Sq. Ft. Price Agent RealtorZIP code Phone
cedar parK

georgetoWn

Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Sq. Ft. Price Agent RealtorZIP code Phone
hutto
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4304 Spotted Fawn Circle, Hutto $168,300

101 Hammerstone, Georgetown $640,400

223 Copper Lane, Leander $330,000

205 Flint Ridge, Georgetown $799,000

1206 Marigold Way, Pflugerville $174,222

908 Clearwater, Round Rock $125,000

R  78634 Creek Bend 102 Bubbling Brook  3br/2ba 1,385 $137,500  Maureen Rooker N/A 759-2210
R  78634 Brushy Creek Meadows 402 Quail Hollow 3br/ 2ba 1,405 $138,000  Sharla Gola Cornerstone Real Estate, Inc. 365-9548
R  78634 Heights at Deerfield 4304 Spotted Fawn Circle 4br2ba 1,717 $168,300  Pam Rickel Rainbow Properties 736-6265
R  78634 Railroad 208 Main  4br/2ba 2,300 $178,000  Maureen Rooker N/A 759-2210
R  78634 Hutto Square 109 Wimberley 4br/ 2ba 3,000 $184,900  Don Wilcox Cornerstone Real Estate, Inc. 759-5050
R  78634 Lookout at Brushy Creek 413 Apache Pass 5br/3ba 4,427 $550,000  Maureen Rooker N/A 759-2210 
C  78634 N/A 671 W. Front Street N/A 4,800 $468,000  Maureen Rooker N/A 759-2210

R  78641 Mason Creek 1513 Parkwood Drive 3br/2ba 1,516 $137,890 Chester Wilson Keller Williams 663-9096
R  78641 Woods at Crystal Falls 1503 Muledeer Run 4br/2.5ba 2,016 $179,900  Arlene Harris Kera Realty 496-7907
R  78641 Ridgewood South 1109 Downridge Drive 4br/2.5ba N/A $194,900  Mary Boatright RE/MAX Capital City 744-4567
R  78641 Boulders at Crystal Falls 2022 Foothills 4br/2.5ba N/A $200,000  Mary Boatright RE/MAX Capital City 744-4567
R  78641 Silver Creek Ranch 223 Copper Lane 3br/2Ba 2,427 $330,000  RoseMary Seaback Moreland Properties 422-3800
C  78641 N/A 2400 South Bagdad Road 2.16 acres 1,350 $499,000  Gwen Cash Exclusive 750-0181
C  78641 N/A 101 CR 266 3br/2.5ba 8,000 $599,000  Tracy Pena-Carpenter Bullock & Associates Realty 255-2050

R  78660 Bohl’s Place 1206 Marigold Way 4br/2ba 2,079 $174,222  Pam Hill Keller Williams 796-7908
R 78660 Saxony 702 Holly Court 5br/3ba 3,315 $199,900 Diane Thompson Dynamite Properties Inc. 657-5228
R 78660 Saxony 1105 Timber Bend Drive 4br/2.5ba 2,569 $207,000 Kathleen Bucher Coldwell Banker United 691-6815
R  78660 Saxony 1202 Brophy Drive 5br/3ba 2,760 $207,900 Larry English Remax 1-800-804-3745
C 78660 N/A 701 FM 685 N/A 5 acres $1,524,600 John Pfluger John Pfluger Realty 251-4439
C 78660 N/A 1308 FM 685 N/A 5 acres $1,742,400 John Pfluger John Pfluger Realty 251-4439

R  78664 Nelson Addition 908 E. Main 2 lots 11,250 $62,500  N/A Keller Williams 567-3955
R  78664 The Settlement 908 Clearwater  3br/2 ba 1,427 $125,000  Pat Gunter RE/MAX Round Rock 750-0116
R  78664 Egger Acres 1804 Egger 3br/2ba 1,677 $149,900  Rita Snyder Homestead Realty 468-2867
R  78664 Laurel Ridge 3811 Hickox 3br/2.5ba 2,120 $157,880  Kiersty Lombar Keller Williams 439-3696
R  78664 Chandler Creek 1215 Champion 4br/2.5ba 2,616 $164,500  Pat Gunter RE/MAX Round Rock 750-0116
R  78664 Lakeside 3629 Texana Loop 4br/2ba 2,378 $167,000  Rita Snyder Homestead Realty 468-2867
R  78664 Flower Hill 3002 Hill St. 3br/2ba 2,020 $177,500  Pat Gunter RE/MAX Round Rock 750-0116
R  78664 Morningside Meadows 3618 Winding Way 4br/2ba 2,302 $229,455  Pam Hill Keller Williams 796-7908
R 78664 Forest Creek 2534 Crenshaw Drive 4br/2.5ba 3,266 $289,777 Herron & Krumnow Keller Williams 635-8363
R 78664 Forest Creek 3807 Bent Brook Drive 4br/3ba 2,948 $289,900 Diane Kennedy Coldwell Banker United 343-7500
R  78664 Woods of Forest Creek 1501 Pinehurst Lane 4br/3.5ba 3,145 $339,000  Carrie Dunn Keller Williams 694-5307
R  78664 Forest Creek 3610 Carnousty Cove 5br/4ba 3,690 $395,990  Rica Greenwood Prudential Texas Realty 762-8697
R 78664 Forest Creek 3818 Forest Creek Drive 5br/4ba 4,084 $425,000 Marianne Iamele Coldwell Banker 789-5775
R  78664 Forest Creek 3202 Bay Hill 4br/4ba 4,427 $459,900  Karen Halsema Keller Williams Realty 496-4526
R  78664 Forest Creek 2209 Hamlet  5br/4ba 4,206 $459,900  Karen Halsema Keller Williams Realty 496-4526
R  78664 Forest Creek 2138 Hilton Head 4br/3.5ba 4,835 $480,000  Karen Halsema Keller Williams Realty 496-4526 
C 78664 N/A 206  W. Bowman N/A 7,200 $4,000/mo Jack Payne N/A 990-5500
C 78664 N/A 1711 N. Mays N/A 1,200 $329,000 Ali Bahrami N/A 560-1550
R  78665 Round Rock Ranch 2303 Valerian Trail 3br/2.5ba 1,591 $149,700  Jim Holliday Keller Williams Realty 567-4969
R  78665 Laurel Ridge 1310 Ashley Drive 4br/2ba 1,972 $165,000  E. Frank Wade Keller Williams Realty 259-1775
R  78681 Stone Oak 501 Calcite Cove 3br/2ba 1,764 $150,000  Suzie Gole Keller Williams Realty 791-4223
R  78681 Stone Oak 3814 Top Rock 3br/2ba 2,054 $159,900  Suzie Gole Keller Williams Realty 791-4223
R  78681 Stone Oak 3105 Blue Ridge 4br/2.5ba 2,588 $189,986  Suzie Gole Keller Williams Realty 791-4223
R  78681 Woods 1913 Oakview Drive 4br/2.5ba 2,461 $189,999  Owner N/A 825-6207
R  78681 Mayfield Ranch 3805 Vallarta 3br/2ba 1,968 $219,900  Pat Gunter RE/MAX Round Rock 750-0116
R  78681 Sendero Springs 4505 Corazon Cove 4br/2ba 2,199 $224,000  Jeannette Morrison Keller Williams Realty 233-9775
R  78681 Wood Glen 2018 Inverness 4br/3ba 2,954 $239,900  Pat Gunter RE/MAX Round Rock 750-0116
R  78681 Mayfield Ranch 3639 Pine Needle 3br/2ba 2,152 $239,900  Don Dungan Keller Williams 789-8111
R  78681 Brushy Creek North 3905 Chert Drive 4br/2ba 2,456 $249,900  Jeannette Morrison Keller Williams Realty 233-9775

Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Sq. Ft. Price Agent RealtorZIP code Phone
hutto - continued

Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Sq. Ft. Price Agent RealtorZIP code Phone
leander

Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Sq. Ft. Price Agent RealtorZIP code Phone
pflugerville

Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Sq. Ft. Price Agent RealtorZIP code Phone
round rocK

Locally owned and operated since 1978

• Site Prep
• Drainage Solutions
• Loam and Topsoil Grading 
• Haul-Off and Cleanup
• Brush Clearing

G.W. Arnold
512.845.0044

Will Arnold
512.378.0869

Arnold Site Work & Grading is a full-service provider 
of commercial and residential site services. Services 
include brush clearing, haul-off and cleanup, rough 
grading, final grading, and drainage improvement. 

• Household hazardous waste facility
• No explosives
• No gas cylinders
• Commercial fee-based facility
• Accept cash, Visa & Mastercard
• Paint, chemicals, poisons, fuels, used 
   oil, � lters, appliances, paper, plastic

Hours: 
Thursday & Friday: 8am-5pm
Monday-Wednesday: Open by appointment
Saturday: 8am-12pm
Sunday: Closed

495 CR 156
Georgetown, TX 78626

www.pa-jer.com
e-mail: hugh_tidwell@pa-jer.com A
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R  76574 N/A 515 W 6th N/A N/A $25,000  Jerry Head Cornerstone Real Estate, Inc. 759-5050
R  76574 N/A 500 Sturgis 2/2 duplex 4,806 $88,000  Jerry Head Cornerstone Real Estate, Inc. 759-5050
R  76574 N/A 502 Sturgis 2/2 duplex 4,806 $88,000  Jerry Head Cornerstone Real Estate, Inc. 759-5050
R  76574 N/A 504 Sturgis 2/2 duplex 4,806 $88,000  Jerry Head Cornerstone Real Estate, Inc. 759-5050
R  76574 N/A 1119 Burkett 2/1 duplex 1,735 $99,000  Jerry Head Cornerstone Real Estate, Inc. 759-5050
R  76574 N/A 1912 Oaklawn 4br/ 2ba 1,681 $137,900  Sharla Gola Cornerstone Real Estate, Inc. 365-9548
R  76574 N/A 500 W Eckhart 3br/ 2ba 1,698 $154,000  Sharla Gola Cornerstone Real Estate, Inc. 365-9548
R  76574 N/A 1009 Burkett 2/1 fourplex 2,936 $155,000  Jerry Head Cornerstone Real Estate, Inc. 759-5050
R   76574 Dahlberg Estates 2001 Donna 3br/2/ba 1,774 $169,900  Retta Hill Terra Properties, Inc 844-6151
R  76574 N/A 1404 Sherry Drive 4br/ 2ba 2,512 $198,000  Sharla Gola Cornerstone Real Estate, Inc. 365-9548
R  76574 Meadow Ridge 1902 Meadow Ridge Drive 3br/2ba 2,172 $204,900  Janette Polach Terra Properties, Inc 422-5450
R  76574 N/A 700 W Lake Drive 5br/ 3ba 3,057 $239,500  Sharla Gola Cornerstone Real Estate, Inc. 365-9548
R  76574 Hilltop 3836 County Road 405 3br/2ba 2,253 $437,900  Rhonda Carnley Moreland Properties 627-0792

Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Sq. Ft. Price Agent RealtorZIP code Phone
taylor

1902 Meadow Ridge Drive, Taylor $204,900

3836 County Road 405, Taylor $437,900

commercial    real estate

321 N. Main St. • taylor303 N. Main St. • taylor

3,000 sq. ft. with loft apartment
$329,000
Agent: Calvin Jayroe
365-5403

1,760 sq. ft.
price is negotiable per owner
Contact: Calvin Jayroe
365-5403

3

3

2

2

120 w. Second St. • taylor

11,000 sq. ft. including 2,000 sq. ft. loft
$40/sq. ft.
Agent: Dave Bogan
293-7186

1 1

properties in the taylor area

Monthly home sales

Key Statistics

Data provided by Nicole Boynton, Coldwell Banker United, REALTORS

Less than $100,000
$100 - $149.9k
$150 - $199.9k
$200 - $299.9k
$300 - $399.9k
$400 - $499.9k
$500 - $749.9k
$750 - $999.9k
$1 million +

Price range 

Mar. 2008
Mar. 2007 
Feb 2008 
Jan. 2008
Dec. 2007
Nov. 2007
Oct. 2007
Sept. 2007
Aug. 2007

69
111
64
70
66
81
83
92

109

Month  

40
64
29
18
54
44
45
49
56

20
29
8

17
11
13
26
14
20

On the market  (March 1 - 31)

$156,511
$144,201
$148,954
$135,737
$136,865
$144,527
$150,740
$147,515
$147,247

$109,678
$107,233
$135,268
$139,941
$114,514
$134,962
$118,825
$122,898

$97,927

$229,201
$200,757
$223,089
$232,670
$238,454
$219,152
$225,200
$235,339
$199,923

Change in average selling price  
during last year

Change in average selling price  
during last year

Change in average selling price  
during last year

Georgetown Hutto taylor

+$28,444 +$12,310 +$2,445-42 -24 -9

No. of sales
Georgetown

Average price
Hutto Taylor Georgetown Hutto Taylor

Change in number of
homes sold during last year

Change in number of
homes sold during last year

Change in number of
homes sold during last year

Market Data Georgetown, Hutto and taylor MLS areas

11
99

130
155
91
52
63
20
11

No. of Homes for Sale

7
76
66
35
5
5
5
1
-

Georgetown Hutto Taylor
31
32
15
12
2
1
-
-
-

Avg. Days on Market

84
79
80
85
90

111
129
141
148

89
69
65

100
115
153
96

198
-

Georgetown Hutto Taylor
96
89

129
102
221
110

-
-
-
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Buying or selling 
real estate 
takes a dedicated 
professional approach 
for an exceptional experience.

Buying or selling 
real estate 
takes a dedicated 
professional approach 
for an exceptional experience.

In•tegrity
In•telligence

In•sight

In•tegrity
In•telligence

In•sight
Expect exceptional!Expect exceptional!

1102 S. AUSTIN AVE., STE. 106 • GEORGETOWN • A FULL SERVICE REAL ESTATE COMPANY  • RESALES • CUSTOM HOMES • BUYER REPRESENTATION

www.UrbanHomesAndLand.com512.763.1500
Karin  Truxillo

REALTOR®

966.0166
Sarah Carew

REALTOR®
(254) 780.8749

Jodie Pavlish
OFFICE MANAGER

Marcy Urban
BROKER/OWNER ABR, GRI, CRS

413.5842
Jane King

REALTOR®

590.9411
Lauryl Kays

REALTOR®

635.1001
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Find out more and see how you can be ACC austincc.edu/iamacc (512) 223.4222

My mother was a nurse for 20 years, so for me it was a comfortable career 
choice. �e nursing program at Austin Community College is like a family. 
I have friends who graduated from the program and the instructors really 
encourage students to share experiences and support each other. �e two-year 
program offers practical training and has a near perfect RN and LVN licensure 
pass rate. It’s no wonder the nurses who actually work in the hospitals love 
ACC graduates. And I just love the opportunity to help people.

Mindy, nursing student

Mom Taught Me To Care.ACC Taught Me How.


