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by Shannon Colletti

“There has been a boom of new librar-
ies in the greater Austin area,” said Karen 
Ellis, Taylor Public Library director. “The 
new libraries speak to the growth in Cen-
tral Texas. As the population grows, qual-
ity of life becomes an important factor, 
and libraries are a direct result.”

In the past year and a half, libraries 
have opened in Taylor, Georgetown and 
Leander. Hutto will be opening the doors 
of its first library this month.

“With the promotion of literacy at ev-
ery stage in life, libraries have become 
almost like the hubs of every city,” said 
Yasmeen Jehangir, librarian at the Hutto 
Public Library. “They are turning into 
community centers where people read 
and get together.”

When Ken Love, now mayor, moved to 
Hutto in 2001, he was surprised there was 
no library.

“You had a growing community and 
people with small children,” he said. 
“They would have to go to Round Rock, 
Taylor or Pflugerville. Having one in our 
community would alleviate the difficul-
ties in being able to access a library.”

With other residents, Love formed a 
committee and got the ball rolling to es-
tablish a city library.

This month the Hutto Public Library 
will open at 205 West St., previously 
home to a fire station. Renovations be-
gan in October. About one quarter of 
the building has seen improvements that 
include new paint, carpet, furniture and 
measures to become compliant with the 
Americans with Disabilities Act.

The library has free wireless Internet 
access and 4,000 items, many of which 
have been donated.

Also this month, Taylor will mark the 
first anniversary of its new 20,000 sq. ft. 
library. The library’s previous building 
was torn down because of mold. The new 
one at 801 Vance St. has 35,000 items and 
cost about $3.8 million. 

Taylor’s new facility has a local-history 
archive room with a fire-suppression sys-
tem and a 2,000 sq. ft. meeting room with 
state-of-the-art audio-visual equipment.

In January, Georgetown celebrated the 
first anniversary of relocating to its new 
location at 402 W. Eighth St. The library 
moved to accommodate growth.

Funded by about $9.5 million in bonds 
and $300,000 in donations, the new li-
brary is 48,000 sq. ft. and contains 90,000 
items. The Red Poppy Coffee Co. within 
it allows patrons to buy coffee and snacks 
they can carry with them throughout the 
entire facility. Other features include a 
400-capacity meeting room and a rain-
forest-themed children’s area.

LiBrary GrowtH
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by beth Wade

Renovations to Taylor’s Murphy Park nearly completed

CONTINUED ON |12

Phase 1 of planned improvementsTaylor residents will have a new space to 
play at Murphy Park, just in time for summer. 

Renovations at the city’s 120-acre park, 
which began in November, are expected to 
be completed in May and include new park-
ing lots, hike-and-bike trails, a sand volley-
ball court, two basketball courts, an obser-
vation deck and demonstration garden, a 
walk bridge and a playground.  

“Because we have so many events at that 
park, we want to offer everybody in the com-
munity and those from out of town a step 
up from what it was,” said Danny Thomas, 
public works director for Taylor. Thomas’ 
office oversees operations for many city de-
partments, including parks and recreation.

Lake Dr.
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avis St.

W. 12th St.

M
ain St.Murphy Park

N
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Sand volleyball court
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by Shannon Colletti

Growing green in Georgetown
Story highlightS

• Officials cOntemplate green initiative fOr city

• DevelOper builDs ecO-frienDly hOuses in geOrgetOwn village

• city gets its first cOnservatiOn subDivisiOns 

Today Georgetown residents cannot get rebates for installing an 
energy-efficient air conditioner or hot water heater in their homes, 
but that may soon change.

At a workshop last month, the city council discussed the imple-
mentation of a wide-scale green development program for George-
town and instructed city staff to develop a program for the council 
to consider. This program will likely include monetary incentives 
for people to do green building, said Tom Yantis, assistant city 

manager. Yantis said money will probably be allocated for research 
and development in next year’s fiscal budget, which begins Oct. 1, 
and he predicted the program will go into effect as early as 2009.

“I definitely think there is more of an awareness and more of a 
push for [green development] in Georgetown,” Yantis said. “I think 
it’s really important, not just because it’s the right thing to do from 
an environmental perspective, but also because it can save us mil-
lions of dollars over the years through conservation.”
City to go green?

Jim Briggs, assistant city manager for utility operations, presented 
information on various aspects of typical green building programs 
at the workshop. He mentioned employing rebates, using compost 
systems, integrating green features into design and building, and 
utilizing methods to harvest rainwater, among other things.

CONTINUED ON |17

Overhangs or awnings that provide additional shade

Low-E glass double-pane windows

Planned for future solar panels with pre-installed conduit 

Foam insulation that lines the roof’s interior, reducing humidity and the likelihood of 
mold, pollen and other allergens

Light-colored, low-volatile organic compound paints

Made of natural stone from local materials

Compact fluorescent lighting (CFL) that generates less heat and lasts longer to help 
save energy and money

Rainwater collection barrel to help conserve water

Central Texas native plants for water conservation

Recycling center enclosed in a base cabinet in the kitchen

Some features that make Green Builders’ homes green

Photo by Teshler Creative Group
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St. David’s HealthCare offers fi ve fully staffed ERs in the greater Austin area, each with a nationally accredited Chest Pain 

Center.  At North Austin, Round Rock and Georgetown hospitals, our ERs stand ready with board-certifi ed emergency 

medicine specialists and the depth of over 1,300 physicians. In an emergency, make sure you choose a St. David’s ER.

Find a St. David’s ER or doctor at: StDavids.com or (512) 478-DOCS.

We have the doctors you want.

St . Dav id ’s  Nor th  Aus t in  Med ica l  Cente r  •  S t . Dav id ’s  Round  Rock  Med ica l  Cente r
St . Dav id ’s  Georgetown Hosp i ta l
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March brings change. Spring arrives on 
the 20th, according to both my calendar 
and the little green leaves on the crepe 
myrtles along our driveway. March also 
brings a change to the Georgetown/Hutto/
Taylor team here at Community Impact 
Newspaper. Karin Shaver has moved on to 
spearhead the addition of our fifth news-
paper in Southwest Austin. One local busi-
ness owner introduces me as her “slightly-
less-attractive-but-equally-competent 
replacement.” Whatever your assessment, I 
am excited and honored to be a part of the 
Community Impact team.

My family moved to Georgetown in 1991, 
and with the exception of four years of col-
lege in San Marcos, I have been here ever 
since. I remember when Hutto was hard 

to find unless you were on Hwy. 79, and 
when most of the intersections in George-
town were controlled by stop signs rather 
than lights. My wife and I met at the Red 
Poppy Festival, so even though I was born 
in Phoenix, this area really feels like home 
to me.

Have you ever driven past a small busi-
ness and wondered, “What do they have 
or do in there?” One of the biggest perks 
to my job is that I get to stop and find out. 
While we strive to bring you news about 
local businesses, I encourage you to stop 
and go into a store or shop you’re curious 
about. Life can have a frantic pace, but it’s 
worth the time.

At Community Impact, we believe excel-
lence is our minimum standard. If our 
paper seems different to you, I would point 
to that belief as one of the reasons. It is a 
mind set that drives our team to provide 
you with high-quality, useful information 
in every issue. If you have any comments 
or feedback, please call or e-mail me.

Matt Painter

General 
Manager’s 
Note

9910 Stonelake Blvd
Austin, TX 78759
(512)343.3400

TOLL FREE (800)90.LEXUS
www.LexusofAustin.com

The  RX

Nothing else feels 
quite like a Lexus.

IN THE ARBORETUM AREA.

Also available in a hybrid.
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Genuine. Dependable. 
And handmade right here 

in the heart of Texas.  
We’re First State Bank 

Central Texas, and like a 
well-made pair of Texas 

boots, a good fit right 
down to the ground. 

Twenty-six locations and 
growing, all right here 
just to make banking 

easier for you.

Friendly Style 
Banking

711 San Gabriel Village Blvd. 
Ste. 100 

Georgetown, TX 78626

512-863-6315

www.fsbcentex.com

GENUINE. 
DEPENDABLE.
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Georgetown
1  Notes from Southwestern

Southwestern University plans to establish 
a Center for Hispanic Studies in partner-
ship with the National Hispanic Institute, 
which is led by Southwestern graduate Er-
nest Nieto. The college received a $268,000 
government grant to launch the center. 

Georgetown Mayor Gary Nelon and 
Chamber of Commerce President Mel 
Pendland were recognized Feb. 16 for their 
efforts to help make Georgetown seem 
more like a college town. Southwestern 
presented them with its third annual Mar-
tha Diaz Hurtado College Town Award. 

The university was also named to the 
President’s Higher Education Community 
Service Honor Roll with Distinction for 
2007. For more information on any of 
these, contact Ellen Davis at 863-1570.

2  185-acre acquisition 
Developer Bourn Partners announced the 
acquisition of 185 acres in Georgetown on 
Westinghouse Road Feb. 22 to be used for 
multi-use development. For details, visit 
www.bournpartners.com.

3  Pamper yourself
Elite Aesthetics Skin and Body Spa 
opened Jan. 29 at 4402 Williams Drive, Ste. 
110. Owner Rebecca Cunningham special-
izes in skin care, and all treatments are 
customized. Appointments are preferred. 
Call 931-2600 or visit www.ea-spa.com.

4  Clinic turns 1 year old
The Scott & White Georgetown Central 
Clinic, 603 W. University Ave., celebrated 
its first anniversary with an open house 
Feb. 28. For more, call 509-9550.

5  General contractor moves
FTWOODS Construction Services, Inc. 
recently relocated to 2500 NE Inner Loop, 
Bldg. 2 from 1966 S. Austin Ave. The 
company — a design builder, construc-
tion manager and general contractor; site 
development group and concrete group — 
has been in business since 1989. For more 
on FTWOODS, visit www.ftwoods.com.

6  Have a seat
The Barstool Company opened its second 
store Feb. 18 at 3303 Williams Drive, 
Ste. 106. Founded in 2003, the family-
owned-and-operated company sells bar 
stools, dinettes, pub tables and accessories. 
Owner Sandra Smiley has 30 years of retail 
experience. For more call 869-6263 or visit 
www.thebarstoolcompany.com.

7  Tamiro Plaza tour
Tamiro Ventures, Ltd. recently held an 
open house for its development, Tamiro 
Plaza. Phase 1 is set to open this summer 
and includes a four-story, 36,500 sq. ft., 
mixed-use building at 501 S. Austin Ave. 
Tamiro Plaza will have health and wellness 
providers, a rooftop garden and a thera-
peutic walking path. For more informa-
tion, call 819-9900.

8  Dealership rolls into town
Roger Beasley Subaru of Georgetown 
will open April 1 at 7501 S. IH 35. This is 
owner David Stein’s second dealership in 
the city, and it will be located next door to 
his Roger Beasley Volvo of Georgetown 
dealership. For more information, call 
706-7065.

9  Red Cross returns
The American Red Cross of Central 
Texas opened a Georgetown office inside 
the Georgetown Community Resource 
Center at 605 E. University Ave. The Red 
Cross moved out of its previous Round 
Rock location in November 2006 when the 
office in which it co-leased was relocated. 
For more information, call 930-1700 or 
look online at www.centex.redcross.org. 

Essay contest
In honor of the 50th anniversary of Law 
Day, which is May 1, the Williamson 
County Bar Association will sponsor an 
essay contest for Williamson County high 
school seniors. The winner receives $1,000. 
Essays must be postmarked by April 15. 
Call Linda Cechura at 238-9206 for details.

10 Home builder moves in
Riata Builders, a full-service custom home 
builder, recently opened at 8701 Williams 
Drive. Owner Jed Adams has more than 
14 years of experience in the residential 
construction industry and has built custom 
homes ranging from $250,000 to $2 mil-
lion. Call 848-7521 for more information. 

Team gets new uniforms
The Verizon Foundation, the philan-
thropic arm of Verizon Communications, 
recently donated new uniforms to three of 
the Exodus Futbol Club’s teams. Exodus is 
a soccer club for children who are unable 
to afford the fees charged by larger clubs. 
For more about the club, visit 
www.exodusfutbol.com.

Martha Hurtado, Mel Pendland, Mayor Gary Nelon and 
Jake Schrum 

*Map not to scale
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CR 136

events    calendar

Special presentation by Marcia Kaylakie
Author of the book “Texas Quilts and Quilters: A 

Lone Star Legacy” speaks. 
Williamson County Courthouse, 710 Main St., Georgetown
10:30 a.m. 
Cost: $5, available at the door (no advance ticket sales)
Contact: 943-1670 

Hutto Third Annual Egg Hunt
Parks and recreation and Rotary Club co-sponsor
Fritz Park, 400 Park St. • 9 a.m.
Cost: Free • Contact: 759-4000

Triple Crown PetFest & Expo 
Benefits the Austin Humane Society
Triple Crown Dog Academy, 200 CR 197, Hutto 
11 a.m.-5 p.m.
Cost: Free, financial donations accepted
Contact: 759-2275, www.triplecrownpetfest.com

Georgetown Chamber of Commerce 
New Member Showcase

Community Center in San Gabriel Park • 4-7 p.m.
Cost: Free 
Contact: 930-3535, www.georgetownchamber.org

Taylor Chamber of Commerce 
Denim and Diamonds dinner and dance

The American Legion Hall in Murphy Park • 6:30 p.m.
Cost: $25 • Contact: 352-6364, www.taylorchamber.org

Fourth Annual Hippo Golf Open Tournament 
Sponsored by the Hutto Chamber of Commerce 
Golf Club at Star Ranch, 2500 FM 685
1 p.m. tournament, 6 p.m. dinner and entertainment
Cost: $100 per person • Contact: 759-4400

City-Wide Garage & Sidewalk Sale
Inaugural fund-raising event for the 

Georgetown Main Street Facade & Sign Grant Program
Municipal court and Grace Heritage parking lots downtown 
8 a.m.-3 p.m.
Cost: Free • Contact: 930-3545, www.visitgeorgetown.com

Hutto ISD Teacher Job Fair
Hutto Middle School, 1005 Exchange Blvd. • 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Register online by March 21 at 
http://hutto.tx.schoolrecruiter.net/index.aspx. 

Keep Hutto Beautiful Trash-Off
Fritz Park, 400 Park St. • 8 a.m.-noon
Cost: Free • Contact: 759-4000

Taylor Public Library’s first birthday party
Taylor Public Library, 801 Vance St. • 4-6 p.m.

Cost: Free • Contact: 352-3434, www.ci.taylor.tx.us

“Umwelt: Exploring the Self-Worlds 
of Human and Non-human Animals” 

symposium
Alma Thomas Fine Arts Center, Southwestern University, 
Georgetown • Begins 9 a.m. both days
Cost: Free (open to the public)
Contact: 863-1902, www.southwestern.edu/brownxxx

Hutto Public Library grand opening 
Hutto Public Library, 205 West St. • 10:30 a.m. 

Cost: Free • Contact: 759-4008

City of Georgetown Animal Shelter 
Garage Sale

Community Center in San Gabriel Park • 8 a.m.-1 p.m.
Cost: Free • Contact: 930-3592, www.georgetown.org

Hutto Arbor Day Celebration
Fritz Park, 400 Park St. • 8 a.m.-noon

Cost: Free • Contact: 759-4000

Georgetown Optimist Club magic show
Benefits underprivileged children in Georgetown

Williams Elementary, 507 E. University Ave. • 7 p.m.
Cost: $7 (tickets at the door or from club members)
Contact: 863-8382

Taylor Job Fair 
Hosted by the Taylor Economic Development 

Corporation and the Rural Workforce Commission 
Taylor High School Student Center, 3101 N. Main St.
10 a.m.-1 p.m.
Cost:  Free • Contact: 352-4325, www.tayloredc.org
Calendar events must be submitted by the 22nd of the preceding month. 
E-mail Beth at bwade@impactnews.com or call 989-6808.
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Chamber banquet recap
The Georgetown Chamber of Commerce 
held its annual awards banquet Feb. 29 at 
the Sun City Ballroom. Awards were given 
to Marcy Urban (Ambassador of the Year), 
Jessie Hebert (Volunteer of the Year), Min-
uteman Press Georgetown (Small Business 
of the Year), City Lights Theatres (Large 
Employer of the Year), Don Hewlett (Owen 
W. Sherrill Award) and Nancy O’Meara-
Krenek (Citizen of the Year).  Cornerstone 
Award winners were sheriff James Wilson, 
Jake Schrum, Scott Alarcon and Kerry 
Oliver. Contact the chamber at 930-3535 or 
visit www.georgetownchamber.org.

Trail recognition
The City of Georgetown Parks and Rec-
reation Department recently received the 
Great Texas Two Step Award for the San 
Gabriel River Trail project. This partner-
ship award recognizes special cooperation 
between various entities with regard to 
trail use, planning, design or implementa-
tion. For more information, call 930-3595.

11 Title insurance company
On Feb. 1 Stewart Title Austin, Inc. 
moved from Parmer Lane in Austin to its 
first Georgetown location at 950 W. Uni-
versity Ave., Bldg. 2, Ste. 205. The compa-
ny closes real estate transactions and issues 
title insurance. For more call 930-0500 or 
visit www.stewartaustin.com.

12 “The grill next door”
The Cotton Patch Café is scheduled to 
open March 27. The restaurant is located 
at Wolf Ranch Town Center in Ste. 101 
next to Dress Barn. This will be the 35th 
location for the Texas-based restaurant. 
Visit www.cottonpatch.com. 

13 Show me the money
Established in 1941, Austin Telco Federal 
Credit Union opened Feb. 14 at 501 W. 
University Ave. This is its first location in 
Georgetown. For more information, call 
869-8998 or visit www.austintelco.org.

14 Make time for a manicure
Located at 3303 Williams Drive, Ste. 108, 
Escape Nails & Skin Care opened Feb. 2.
Walk-ins are welcome. For more informa-
tion, call 868-9999.

15 Lap of luxury
Angel’s Doggie Day Care & Boarding 
opened Dec. 27 at 1134 Bootys Road. 
Dogs have free reign to roam this house 
dedicated entirely to making canine 
companions comfortable, complete with 
home-cooked meals, queen-size beds and 
plasma televisions. For more information, 
call Lydia Smelson at 869-5147.

Hutto
Landfill expansion permit
On Feb. 11, the State Office of Administra-
tive Hearings administrative law judges 
recommended that Williamson County 
be permitted to expand its landfill. The 
county will now wait to receive the final 
permit from the Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality. Contact Connie 
Watson at 943-1663 with questions.

16 Antiques shop relocates
Deba-Re’s Antiques, featuring gifts, jew-
elry and iron décor, relocated from Taylor 
to 312 Farley St. in February. For more 
information, call 846-2661.

Annual chamber banquet 
The Hutto Chamber of Commerce 
honored several of its members at its an-
nual chamber banquet Feb. 29. The event 
featured a silent auction with dinner and 
awards. Award plaques were given to 

Nancy Royden (Volunteer of the Year), 
Angel Food Networks (Volunteer Group of 
the Year), Mahlon Arnette (Citizen of the 
Year), Postnet (Small Business of the Year),  
Home Depot (Large Business of the Year), 
Carol Guthrie (Educator of the Year) and 
David Begier (Citizen of the Year). For 
more information, call 759-4400.

Taylor
First Habitat homes
Habitat for Humanity will build its first 
two homes in Taylor this summer. The two 
partner families have been selected, and 
construction is expected to begin in July. 
Applications for more home recipients 
will be available again in April. For more 
information, call 863-4344 or visit 
www.williamsonhabitat.org.

Adopt a troop
The cities of Hutto and Taylor adopted 
troops from the 4th Infantry Division 
Aviation Brigade 1/4 Aviation under 
Lt. Col. Brian D. Bennett. Representa-
tives from both cities will meet with Lt. 
Col. Bennett this month to discuss how 
to serve the troops before and after they 
deploy to Iraq this summer. Visit 
www.forthoodausa.org.

17 Alliance Chemical
The Taylor Economic Development 
Corporation is finalizing an agreement 
with Alliance Chemical, 204 S. Edmond 
St., that would give the company a $60,000 
loan to expand its facilities in Taylor. Al-
liance plans to build a 7,000 sq. ft. ware-
house and manufacturing space. For more 
information, call the TEDC at 352-4325.

18 Fajitas, flautas and more
Toto’s Mexican Restaurant opened 
Feb. 11 at 105 E. Third St. The family-
owned restaurant is open seven days a 
week and has a meeting room. For more 
information, call 352-6920.

Decathlon champions
Taylor High School won its second con-
secutive title as State Academic Decathlon 
champions last month. Taylor students, 
who entered the competition ranked No. 
1, beat Frisco Liberty High School by 
40 points.

Joe Moore with the Texas Trails Network and parks and 
recreation director Kimberly Garrett

*Map not to scale
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Just Kidds & More • georgetown
business    profile by Mark Collins

After the company Sherrell 
Kidd worked for was sold, 

he and his wife, Judy, decided to 
open a new business. That was 
almost five years ago. Today the 
husband-and-wife team works 
together at Just Kidds & More, 
a children’s shop in downtown 
Georgetown.

“We were older, and I had only 
been a mother,” Judy said. “The 
only thing I knew was dressing 
my children.”

The couple lives in Cedar Park 
and started the venture by selling 
children’s items at Canton’s Mar-
ket Days. They decided to open a 
storefront after a few years.

“We identified Georgetown to 
open our store primarily because 
of the demographics of the area,” 
Sherrell said. “We knew it was 
growing, had a population of 
grandparents with disposable 
incomes, especially in the Sun 
City and Berry Creek areas. We 
thought Georgetown was a beau-
tiful town and one in which we 
could contribute with a beautiful 
store.”

Along with clothing for sizes 
preemie to 6X girls and 4T boys, 
Sherrell and Judy sell books, toys, 
craft kits, collegiate items, unique 
gifts, blankets, sleeping bags, burp 
cloths and more.

Judy, with help from her sister 
and daughter, goes to the Dallas 
Market Center at least four times 

a year to select sale items.
“I don’t have any babies in my 

life, so this is my way of loving ev-
erybody else’s. I like to babysit the 
babies while moms look,” Judy 
said. “Sometimes I hold them or 
sometimes I play with them. We 
want them to feel loved here.”

Sherrell and Judy took their last 
name and incorporated it into the 
name of their store, she said.

“I always told kids that I was 
like Peter Pan and never had to 
grow up,” she said. “I get to be a 
Kidd forever. It just seemed like a 
perfect name.”

Along with the day-to-day 
operations, Sherrell and Judy are 
active in Junior League shows. 
They travel to San Antonio, Fort 
Worth and Austin to participate 
in shows in the fall. At each show, 
150 to 190 vendors from across 
the country sell everything from 
apparel to food to gift items to 
help raise funds for the local 
Junior League, he said.

“It expands our business so 
much because people who see our 
things at the shows will call, look 
online or make a trip to come see 
our store,” Judy said. “We do have 
people who come from all over 
to see our store after seeing us at 
Junior League events.”

In between trips to market and 
shows, Sherrell and Judy keep 
busy in the store putting packages 
together and creating gift items. 

Just Kidds & More
1005 S. austin ave. 

863-0388
www.justkiddsandmore.com

“My background was in 
property and casualty insurance,” 
Sherrell said. “That is not really 
a subject that is joyful or brings 
happiness to folks when they 
discuss it or when they are doing 
business in that kind of thing. 
Our store is a happy place. We try 
to keep that going through our 
selection of products for people 
who want to come in and make 
those celebratory purchases.”

Owners Sherrell and 
Judy Kidd

by beth Wade

embroidery
The Kidds can embroider most 
items. Blankets, bibs and other 
merchandise can be purchased 
at the store or brought in to be 
embroidered.

Photography
Pictures of customers’ children 
are featured behind the counter 
on bulletin boards. The couple 
started with one 2-foot-by-3-foot 
board and now has six.

The Kidds work with Rita 
Baughman Photography to 
offer customers a gift option. 
Customers who spend more than 
$100 in the store will receive 
a free session and an 8-by-10 
photograph. 

TAYLOR TIRE & AUTO CENTER

352-5441

“Taylor’s Best Kept Secret”
HOURS:
MONDAY - FRIDAY
8:00AM - 5:30PM

The Taylor Goodyear is locally owned by Keith and Marsha Hagler
A message made clear by both is 

“We appreciate our customers and value their trust.”

Services available

NS. a
ustin a

ve.

29

i-35

10th St.

university ave.

Just Kidds
&More

Other services

GEORGETOWN EAR, NOSE 
& THROAT CENTER, P.A.
Expert ear, nose & throat care for your family

Conveniently located in Georgetown 
in San Gabriel Square 

(across from Tippet Middle School) 

1520-B Leander Road
Georgetown, Texas 78628

Ph: 512-869-0604  Fax: 512-868-5936

SCOTT WILLIAM FRANKLIN, M.D.

Diplomate, American Academy 
of Otolaryngology-Head & 
Neck Surgery

Fellow, American Academy of 
Otolaryngic Allergy

Specializing in...
• Adult and pediatric diseases   
 of the ear, nose and throat

• Evaluation and treatment
  • Hearing and balance disorders
  • Allergy and sinus disorders
  • Snoring and sleep apnea
  • Head and neck cancer

• Hearing aid sales and service

Adult and Pediatric
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Early settler John Hoxie built his Taylor 
mansion in 1878 on part of 5,000 

acres. The Allison family later purchased 
the house, and it became known as the 
Allison Mansion. Many social events for 
Taylor’s upper class were hosted there, but 
the home was never open to the general 
public.

In 1978 James and Louise Qualls bought 
the mansion. In 2005, after their son Tracy 
Qualls married on the site, he and his wife, 
Traci, purchased the house and moved in. 

After years of the house sitting on 
the outskirts of Taylor with no visitors, 
speculation swirled and stories of ghosts 
haunting the property and other tales were 
passed down through generations.

“People say, ‘Oh, that house is haunted’ 
or ‘I heard that people were hanged on the 
balcony or killed in the basement,’” Traci 
Qualls said. “It’s just a small cellar. It’s prob-
ably where they stored their vegetables. 
No, nothing like that happened. The wind 
blows a lot up here, but that is it.”

Qualls decided to open up the property 
as an event venue and named it Taylor 
Mansion. She began her business in Febru-
ary 2007 with children’s tea parties and 
now does larger events.

“We kept waiting until everything was 
perfect, but it was never going to be for 
me,” Qualls said. “And still, I see things we 
need to do and fix.”

The mansion’s formal dining room is 
available for cake-cutting ceremonies, 
luncheons, showers or tea parties. 

“We live here, and we really can’t accom-
modate larger groups inside,” Qualls said. 
“The way the house is set up really can’t ac-
commodate a wedding ceremony, and also, 
we want to protect our antiques. I’d like to 
keep it to 25 people or less indoors.”

Behind the mansion is a 2,400 sq. ft. 

Victorian peaked tent with a concrete floor 
and sides with cathedral windows that can 
be added for bad weather. A 1,200 sq. ft. 
covered pavilion is situated next to a pool 
and is also available to guests. Clients who 
rent the property have access to the tent, 
pavilion, pool and mansion patio, and do 
not have to worry about other events on 
the same day, Qualls said.

“We don’t double book. That day is your 
day for your event,” she said.

When Qualls decided to add a pool to 
the property it seemed natural to build one 
large enough for pool parties, she said.

Clients who wish to rent the pool must 
provide a lifeguard for the event. Parents 
are required to supervise children, and any 
food or liquor must be brought by clients.

“With each event we learn something 
new,” she said, “whether it is needing to put 
this here or keeping children supervised. 
So far so good — we have been fortunate. 
We’ve only had to keep a portion of one 
person’s deposit and that was because kids 
were playing with the candles and burnt 
holes in the tablecloths.” 

Qualls said she hopes someday to offer 
clients full-package events, including floral, 
catering, decorations and venue for one 
price. In June, construction will begin to 
replace the tent with a glass conservatory 
and a commercial kitchen, which Qualls 
expects to open this fall.

“We work closely with [our clients] and 
don’t want to get where there are too many 
events here,” she said. “Of course, we want 
to make a profit, but we don’t want to lose 
our personal touch.”

Qualls said she hopes to have the home 
featured on the home and garden tour 
again this year. 

 “This is our home, but I wanted to share 
it with the community,” Qualls said.

the taylor Mansion
2109 e. Fourth St.

352-5447
www.thetaylormansion.com

the taylor Mansion • taylor
business    profile
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Bland’s Jewelers

OurRemount
event

is happening now

BRING YOUR 

OLD JEWELRY 

IN AND PUT 

YOUR STONE 

IN A SETTING 

YOU WILL  

REALLY LOVE

302 North Main • Taylor, TX
512-352-5097

March 4 - 28, 2008
Tuesday - Friday
9 am - 5 pm

N
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*Donation required. Offer based on first visit enrollment, minimum 12 mo. c.d. program. New members only. Service fee paid at time 
of enrollment. Not valid with any other offer. Valid only at participating locations. ©2008 Curves International, Inc.  080527

Join Curves during our 10th Annual Food 
Drive. Bring in a bag of non-perishable food 
items between March 3rd and March 15th, 
and join Curves for just $30. All groceries will 
be donated to local food banks.

512-869-5153
3010 Williams Drive

Georgetown, TX 78628

 512-930-5152
 603 W. University Avenue

 Georgetown,  TX  78626

Over 10,000 locations 
worldwide.
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Owner Traci Qualls

Locally owned and operated since 1978

• Site Prep
• Drainage Solutions
• Loam and Topsoil Grading 
• Haul-Off and Cleanup
• Brush Clearing

G.W. Arnold
512.845.0044

Will Arnold
512.378.0869

Arnold Site Work & Grading is a full-service provider 
of commercial and residential site services. Services 
include brush clearing, haul-off and cleanup, rough 
grading, final grading, and drainage improvement. 
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Ruth and John Gordon with their Round Rock area grandchildren 7 year 
old Kaysi and 2 year old twins Riley & Madison

For over 30 years, John has been active in community and local issues from 
school bonds to drinking hours to Symphony Orchestra to youth soccer to 
church choir and more.  Born in Georgetown, John has worked hard build-
ing a strong quality of life for his family and for residents throughout Wil-
liamson County. With your support, John will continue to work for you as 
your State Representative, District 52 at the Texas House.

Anderson Mill – Millwood – Pond Springs – Forest North – Avery Ranch – Brushy Creek 
Round Rock – Teravista – Chandler Creek – SE Georgetown – Hutto – Norman’s Crossing 

Rice’s Crossing – Taylor – Thrall – Copeland – Thorndale – Noack

COMPETENT – EXPERIENCED – CONSERVATIVE LEADERSHIP 

To learn more, please visit www.JohnGordon52.com
CONSERVATIVE LEADERSHIP

EXPERIENCED LEADERSHIP

COMPETENT LEADERSHIP

GORDON
Republican for STATE REPRESENTATIVE Dist 52

John

JnBrGordon@AOL.com 789-5073

A Representative for ALL Communities In The District

JOHN GORDON - TIRELESS WORKER FOR THE COMMUNITY
  
“John’s leadership as Chairman of the Board for 6 years, his hard work, motivation of volunteers, and his knowledge of 
the county has been responsible for the successful creation and establishment of the Williamson County Symphony 
Orchestra.”
 Sara Manning, Secretary & Principal Flutist, Millwood
 
“When SH 130 was initially planned to run through central Round Rock, John Gordon was the only leader who �rst stood 
up for our neighborhoods.  He organized residents’ e�orts and saved many of our homes from the bulldozer.”
        Marie Dang Schwartz, Realtor, Rolling Ridge Subdivision, Round Rock 
 
“John is using his technical and political expertise to help the citizens of Hutto �ght against a massive 345-kV transmis-
sion line being routed through the center of the city.  His dedicated e�ort is giving us a good chance of winning.”
 David Begier, Hutto City Councilman
 
“John’s hard work as a coach, his dedication as a referee, and his leadership as president twice and board member three 
times helped build the Round Rock Soccer Association.  He was in charge of getting the land, his company built the 
goals and �rst lights, and he laid out the �elds.  Thousands of kids have bene�ted.”
 Mike Hall, coach, board member & fellow referee, Round Rock

together
building

Belterra . Coming Soon!
Dripping Springs, TX
512-845-7350
Brodie Springs
Coming Soon! . Austin, TX
512-845-7350
Falconhead . Austin, TX
From mid $400’s
512-402-1572
Falconhead West—
From mid $300’s
512-402-1572
Steiner Ranch
Austin, TX . Belcara
From $300’s . 512-266-2820
Red Oak Valley
From mid $300’s
512-266-6116

Summer Vista
From $300’s . 512-266-6920
Summer Vista—
Majestic Series
From $330’s . 512-266-7758
Mediterra . From $300’s
512-266-2820
Granite Bay . 
From $500’s . 512-266-6116
River Heights Overlook
From high $400’s
512-266-5926
Emerald Ridge
From $500’s . 512-663-5821
Hawks Canyon
From high $500’s
512-266-6503
The Reserve . From
$600’s 512-266-6503

Palisades . Coming Soon!
512-845-7350
Tierra Grande
Now Open! . 512-845-7350
Senna Hills . Austin, TX
From mid $500’s
512-263-2655
Senna Hills Garden Homes
From mid $300’s
512-263-2655
Pioneer Crossing
Austin, TX
From $160’s . 512-490-2441
Falcon Pointe
Pflugerville, TX
From $170’s . 512-670-3607

Legends Village
Round Rock, TX
From $160’s . 512-218-0202

Teravista . Round Rock, TX
Hill Country Series
From $200’s . 512-388-4740
Majestic Series
From $290’s . 512-388-4740
Paloma Lake
Round Rock, TX
From $300’s . 512-341-7611
Walsh Ranch
Round Rock, TX
From $300’s . 512-733-7600

Ranch at Brushy Creek
Cedar Park, TX
From $280’s . 512-246-6926
Villages of Berry Creek
Georgetown, TX
From $160’s . 512-763-1212
Whitestone Oaks
Now Open!
Cedar Park, TX
512-217-0327
Caballo Ranch
Coming Soon!
Cedar Park, TX
512-845-7350

© 2008 Taylor Morrison Homes. Inspired by youSM is a service mark of
Taylor Woodrow, Inc. Information contained within this advertisement 
is correct at time of publication and subject to change. 0208

Realtors®

Welcome

* Offer expires 10/31/08 and is valid while supplies last. Taylor Morrison
reserves the right to alter or cancel this program at any time.

Present this ad to any
Taylor Morrison Sales Center and receive a

$10Target Gift Card*

taylormorrison.com

TMA-M8015_10x6.5  2/29/08  3:42 PM  Page 1
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williaMson County Candle CoMpany • hutto
business    profile Melissa Brogan not only works full 

time for the state and is a mother of 
three, but she is also the owner and manu-
facturer of Williamson County Candles. 

“I hand pour each candle,” Brogan said. 
“My husband helps me, but when it comes 
to making the candles, that’s all me.”

Brogan’s dream to have a “cottage-based 
business” selling her own crafts was first 
ignited as a child. She had many attempts 
including calligraphy and kitty crates, 
but after both items failed to sell, Brogan 
retired from craft shows, giving up on her 
business aspirations.

It was not until December 1999 that she 
took one more shot at crafts and made 
candles as Christmas gifts for friends and 
family. Brogan had not entertained any 
entrepreneurial dreams of a candle-making 
business, but that is what she got.

“I am one of those people that once I 
get something in my head, it is 0 to 100 
[mph],” she said. “I started making them 
for Christmas presents. People would call 
me and say, ‘I was over at so and so’s house 
— can I have a candle?’ When people 
started asking for them more and more, I 
started thinking maybe this was something 
I could do.”

Williamson County Candles are hand-
poured soy wax candles. Brogan began the 
business after months of product testing 
to determine which oils and wicks worked 
best with the wax. She also had to deter-
mine the best process of heating and pour-
ing to create the best burning candle.

“The thing about candles is — they are 
dangerous,” Brogan said. “You are dealing 
with flash points and oils and stuff like that. 

williamson County Candles
846-1213

www.williamsoncandles.com

Designer scents FOllOw yOur nOse
Williamson County Candle scents vary 
from one-of-a-kind to standard choices. 
Brogan orders oils from suppliers and also 
stumbles upon new scents.
“Some of them come by accident, like 
buttermint. I was making peppermint and 
vanilla one day, two separate batches, 
and I was like, ‘Oh my gosh, that smells so 
good.’ The same with basil, sage and mint,” 
she said. “Some of them are just straight 
oils that I get by suppliers, and some are 
customer requests.”

Found online and locally at:
Dragonfly Floral
 and Gifts - Hutto 
wonderful things - 
Georgetown 
adam’s Gifts - 
Round Rock 
Davlynn’s Gift and 
Craft Mall - 
Cedar Park 
the rusty Bucket - 
Boerne

Owner Melissa Brogan

by beth Wade

I tested for 10 months and then tentatively 
started putting the word out.”

Brogan’s candles are available online 
individually, but can also be found in stores 
around the area.

“As a courtesy to the stores, I limit where 
I sell per ZIP code so there is only one 
store in Georgetown, one in Hutto,” Brogan 
said. “I’m also really picky about the stores. 
I’ve been really lucky in that, for the most 
part, they have approached me and asked 
to carry my product.”

The name for the company came from 
Brogan’s husband after she first suggested 
Mel’s Melts.

“He asked me, ‘What kind of feel do you 
want your business to have?’” Brogan said. 
“I wanted something elegant, classy and 
local enough to where it appeals to people 
here, but able to stand on its own outside of 
the area. When he said Williamson County 
Candle Company, the light bulb went off.”

The labels were designed to feature land-
marks from around Williamson County.

Brogan’s goal is to eventually leave her 
job with the state and work with candles 
full time. 

Right now, the operation is out of her 
home in Hutto, but someday she hopes to 
have a warehouse space to work in, she said.

“I dream that one day I will be on the 
Home Shopping Network or on Oprah’s fa-
vorite things with my Williamson County 
Candle Company,” she said. “Hopefully I’ll 
get into a warehouse. I don’t want to do 
retail because I think that is just too iffy. I 
just want to go into more of the manufac-
turing aspect of it.” 

Call 866-877-4841 or visit www.twcbc.com/ctx for more information.

A better CHOICE in business phone service.  

From the same company you know and trust for Internet, cable TV and more.

Bundle and

SAVE!

© 2007 Time Warner Cable. All rights reserved.  Some restrictions may apply.
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only from Time Warner Cable.
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for Internet, cable TV and more.
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Bundle and

SAVE!
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Call 866-877-4841 or visit www.twcbc.com/ctx for more information.
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From the same company you know and trust for Internet, cable TV and more.

Bundle and

SAVE!

© 2007 Time Warner Cable. All rights reserved.  Some restrictions may apply.

                 

Introducing Business Class Phone  
only from Time Warner Cable.

Custom Bundle Packages
NOW AVAILABLE!

Family Medicine Physicians
Who Understand What FAMILY Is About

Board Certified •  Family Medicine
Extended Hours •  Same Day Appointments

1900 Scenic Dr., Suite 1128
Georgetown, TX 78626

512.864.2911 • www.georgetownfamilymed.com

Dr. Florence SpitlerDr. Kristy Heatly

Diagnosis and Management of Ongoing Medical Conditions
• Heart Disease • High Cholesterol • Diabetes • Hypertension
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Building the perfect home for your family is easy with

Wilshire Homes’ award-winning Build On Your Lot program.

When you build with Wilshire, you talk with a New Home

Consultant to explore design options and estimate your

home’s price in about an hour. When you’re ready to make

final decisions about materials and design details, one of our

interior design consultants will assist you at our design cen-

ter. At Wilshire, we’re there for you every step of the way.

Benefits to our BOYL Program include:

• Free Site Evaluation

• Allowance for Aerobic Septic System

• Estimate timeline and lock in costs before

building process begins

• New Home Consultants help with design, floor plan 

selection and decisions about materials

• Over 120 floorplans to choose from

• We pass our buying power for materials and labor 

onto you... our customers.

WILSHIRE’S BUILD ON 
YOUR LOT PROGRAM

Build on Your Lot Office:
114 Park Place Drive
Georgetown, TX  78628
Phone: (512) 930-5300

www.wilshire-homes.com

Darren M. Kocs, M.D.
Hematology-Medical Oncology

Every cancer is different and so is every patient.  That’s why we are dedicated 
to providing advanced and personalized cancer care to patients in our 
community. We provide a comprehensive offering of cancer treatments 
and support services in our state of the art facility, including advanced 
radiation technologies and the latest clinical trials.  Our compassionate 
medical team will clearly explain test results, provide access to progressive 

treatment options, and treat you with the best medicine of all… care

For more information contact us today at 

512.341.8724

Round Rock Cancer Center 
2410 Round Rock Avenue, Ste. 150 • Round Rock, Texas 78681

w w w . t e x a s o n c o l o g y . c o m

Advanced cancer care.  Personalized just for you.  

Valerian Chyle, Jr., M.D.
Radiation Oncology

Lakshmi Balasubramanian, M.D.
Hematology-Medical Oncology
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In 1828, 12-year-old David Hutchinson 
McFadin came with his family from 

Tennessee to the Mexican province of 
Texas. He learned farming and cattle rais-
ing at an early age, but on March 2, 1836, 
when the Anglo-American settlers in Texas 
declared independence, he did not hesitate 
to join Gen. Sam Houston’s army. 

McFadin was a soldier at the Battle of 
San Jacinto, the concluding battle of the 
Texas Revolution that occurred April 21, 
1836. Following the creation of the Repub-
lic of Texas, he continued military service 
until the fall of 1836 when he returned to 
Jefferson County. He was elected county 
sheriff and in 1838 married Jerusha Dy-
ches, daughter of Josiah Dyches.

In 1846, the McFadin and Dyches 
families moved to Milam District where 
they were among the earliest settlers to 
purchase land along the San Gabriel River. 
In 1848, this area would officially become 
Williamson County. In fact, McFadin was 
one of the signers of the petition to form 
the county. He was elected one of the four 
original Williamson County Commission-
ers and held this office 12 years.

McFadin purchased 1,000 acres along 
the San Gabriel River in the area that 
would be named Circleville, near Hwy. 95 
north of Taylor. He became prosperous 
enough in the cattle business to increase 
his holdings to 3,500 acres by the end of 
the Civil War. He also built and operated a 

lumber mill and cotton gin.
He and Jerusha had eight children, but 

less than half would live to adulthood. The 
McFadin family cemetery was established 
a short distance from the residence. Since 
McFadin was a slave holder, he created a 
slave cemetery nearby. 

In 1851 McFadin hired a mason named 
“Hughes” from Austin to supervise the 
construction of his new home. Limestone 
from the nearby San Gabriel riverbed was 
used in building the Vernacular Greek 
Revival House. Hughes’ interpretive styles 
were evident in details such as the scotia 
and ovolo moldings on the four fireplace 
mantels and chair rails.

McFadin was one of the wealthiest farm-
ers in the county. His home was distinctive 
in size, design and location overlooking 
the river. In 1880 Jerusha died. The next 
year McFadin married Mrs. Armstrong, 
a widow who also preceded him in death. 
McFadin died on Aug. 7, 1896, having 
outlived two wives and all his children. 

In 1936 the house was included in the 
Historic American Buildings Survey. This 
house was one of three in Williamson 
County included in this important United 
States historic house survey. The other two 
houses, built by Washington Anderson and 
Dr. J. T. Cole, were in Round Rock.

In 1950 Judge and Mrs. Kirby Vance of 
Taylor purchased the house, which remains 
in the Vance family.

David H. McFadin, noted by arrow, is one of two Williamson County men depicted in William 
Henry Huddle’s painting “Surrender of Santa Anna” that covers the wall in the south entrance of the 
Texas Capitol building.

David H. McFadin (date unknown)The McFadin house, located on FM 1331, today

Early settler David McFadin leaves legacy in Taylor
historical    impact by karen r. thoMpson
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Murphy Park

Lake Dr.

12th St.

M
ain St.

D
avis Ln.

In 2004, the city completed the Parks Mas-
ter Plan, outlining renovations at three of the 
city’s facilities: Murphy, Robinson Park and 
the Bull Branch Hike and Bike Trail.  

“Through a number of meetings with all 
the different communities that were going 
to be involved with the parks, [the public] 
told us what they were wanting,” city spokes-
woman Jean Johnson said. “We really lis-
tened to them to hear what they wanted in 
their parks and then responded to that. That 
has all been a part of the planning process.”
Saving money

The city received a $50,000 grant from 
the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 
in September 2006. The grant, along with 
$855,646 from park land sales, will be used 
to cover construction costs. The budget of 
$525,000 for Murphy Park includes costs for 
construction and design. The city will spend 
an additional $350,000 at Robinson Park.

To help cut costs, city officials opted to 
have some construction completed by city 
workers, rather than contractors.

“We removed the old swimming pool 
and the buildings that were there [in Mur-
phy Park], including the old storage for 
the pool, the chlorine treatment room and 
the old restrooms,” Thomas said. “We did 
that in October so we could be out of the 
contractors’ way. That helped us save some 
money — doing it ourselves instead of hav-
ing the contractor do the demolition.”

City workers will also install 1,500 linear 
feet of a granite-gravel trail in Murphy Park, 
saving the city about $20,000. The new trail 
will be incorporated into the city’s trail sys-
tem and will connect to the Bull Branch 
Hike and Bike Trail.

“The trail has been expanded to come 
underneath the Lake Drive bridge, go into 
Murphy to connect with the Murphy Park 
trail and will continue around by the lake 
and connect to the old dirt dam,” Johnson 
said. “There is a trail that goes over that 
dam, follows underneath Main Street and 
hooks up into Robinson Park. It will be an 
almost 3-mile trail when finished.”
active vs. passive parks

With the addition of the East Williamson 
County Regional Park, the city is adding 
another 75 acres of park land, bringing its 
total to more than 400 acres. The park will 
serve as an athletic complex and eventually 
be home to most sports games.

Park land for the regional park was pur-
chased by Williamson County; however, the 
city will build and maintain the park. Proj-
ects, including softball, baseball, soccer and 
football fields, are expected to go to bid in 
May or June and be completed by 2009. In 
the future, the park could also be home to 
the city’s first recreation center. Currently, 
the YMCA of Williamson County serves in 
that capacity. 

“We are trying to convert Murphy and 
Robinson into more passive parks — more 
family oriented, if you will,” assistant city 
manager Jim Dunaway said. “You take the 
children out and you play, you fish or pic-
nic. East Williamson County Regional Park 
is where we will have baseball and soccer. 
Murphy will become a passive park, without 
your sports, other than pick-up basketball.”

Eventually the city will remove the tennis 

courts and baseball fields, but for now they 
are still in the master plan.

“That is the wave of the future,” Dunaway 
said. “You don’t want these screaming games 
going on while you are trying to picnic.”
Looking to the future

The city’s planned renovations are just 
phase 1 of the master plan; however, no 
time frame has been established on how 
long it will take to complete all the desired 
projects, city engineer Casey Sledge said. 

“The master plan is a list of what we want 
to see if we had an unlimited budget and 
time,” he said. “Its purpose is to help us plan 
for the future. The items are not prioritized.”

When the city began the master plan pro-
cess, a number of teenagers got involved and 
asked the city for a skate park. It was added 
to the master plan as a future project, but is 
still just a square on the map, Sledge said.

“We did some surveys and a skate park 
ranked pretty well, enough to get it in there,” 
Sledge said.

Other items ranked higher in the survey 
process and were, therefore, prioritized into 
phase 1, he said.

“For Murphy and Robinson, even on the 
trails, there was a very good master plan 
process. It was just the way you want that 
process to go,” Sledge said. “We truly got 
good information on what people wanted 
to see in their parks. Sometimes you get 
the answer, but you can’t do it for whatever 
reasons, but here virtually everything they 
wanted [is what they got].”

Other projects could include a proposed 
fishing pier, covered picnic tables and more 
shade trees. The city is focusing on building 
amenities, not infrastructure, he said.

Many visitors to the park may have noticed a 
strange site — the lake has been waterless for 
more than a year.

In January 
2007, after large 
amounts of rainfall 
in the area, the 
wing wall on the 
southeast side of 
the dam collapsed. 
Wing walls are designed to hold the earth back 
and force water to the dam.

“We ended up with 25 inches within about a 
one- or two-week period. The wing wall, which is 
the area behind Ferrari’s restaurant, collapsed — 
just fell over into the creek,” public works director 
Danny Thomas said. “To get in there, we had to 
open the flood gate and let all the water out so 
we could do an assessment and see what we were 
going to do.”

Repairs are in the design stage, and Thomas 
said he hopes to see the project up for bid in May. 
Because the damage to the dam is considered an 
act of nature, money for the project is expected to 
come from the city’s fund balance.

“The dam is structurally sound. The Texas 
Commission on Environmental Quality has 

certified that it is structurally sound. It is the wing 
wall that failed, not the dam,” Dunaway said. “The 
immediate response was that the dam failed. I 

guess, technically yes 
[it did fail] because 
the wing wall is part 
of the dam, but when 
it fell, it didn’t affect 
the dam.”

Once construction 
begins, Thomas expects the wing wall to be 
repaired within 90 days.

“It is all concrete,” Thomas said. “There is a little 
excavation going on and some cantilevers that 
will be set, but other than that, I’m looking at 90 
days max.”

Cantilevers are used in construction to support 
a projecting structure at one end.

Weather permitting, once the repairs are 
complete, city officials will close the flood gates 
and the lake will refill itself.

“I’ve never seen it full, so I am excited,” said 
Thomas, who began working for the city last June. 
“We have been mowing the lake for a little over a 
year now. It’s strange to see a tractor and a lawn 
mower out there.”

Dam repairs

“We have been mowing the lake for a little 
over a year now. It’s strange to see a tractor 

and a lawn mower out there.”
- Danny Thomas, public works director
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Projects near completion at Murphy Park

1. Playscape 
2. Basketball court
3. Observation deck and 
     demonstration garden 
4. Volleyball court 
5. Trail
6. Parking lot 
7. Dam
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Pharmacy
www.aecctx.com

Kim Christy, VMD
Denise Murdock, DVM
Lauri Mendelzon, DVM
Austin Donner, DVM
Nicole Dockrey, DVM

Eliza Wilby, DVM
Roxanne Mitchell, DVM
Heather Conquest, DVM

671-6252

“Your Pet’s Emergency 
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Round Rock, TX 78664
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inside    information
taxeS

tax preparation
The Internal Revenue Service offers tips 

for early tax preparation:
• Get the right forms — Forms are avail-
able at multiple locations and online at 
www.irs.gov.
• Take your time — Rushing through a re-
turn may result in errors, which can cause 
refunds to be delayed.
• File online — It’s quick, easy and even 
catches math errors. E-filing also provides 
delivery confirmation and speeds up 
refunds.
• Direct deposit — Taxpayers who choose 
direct deposit over a check receive refunds 
quicker.
• Ask an expert — For complex returns, 
call a CPA or tax preparer. Hiring help 
could actually save time and money.

Margin tax
On May 2, 2006, the Texas State Legis-

lature passed House Bill 3, which replaced 
the franchise tax with a margin tax. It 
affects nearly every legal entity doing busi-
ness in Texas and is calculated as follows:

Tax margin = total revenue - the greater 
of: cost of goods sold or compensation

self-employment tax
The maximum amount of net earnings 
subject to the social security part of the 
self-employment tax for tax years begin-
ning in 2007 has increased to $97,500. All 
net earnings of at least $400 are subject to 
the Medicare part of the tax.

important dates
March 15 — Business returns due, last day 
to file an extension form
April 15 — Income tax returns due, last 
day to file an extension form
Sept. 15 — Business returns due for those 
who extended their deadline
Oct. 15 — Income tax return due for those 
who extended their deadline

where to pick up tax forms
To download and print forms, visit 
www.irs.gov or go to:
Georgetown Public Library
402 W. 8th St. • 930-3551
Taylor Public Library
801 Vance St. • 352-3434

extension of time to file; moves due 
date back six months

•  W-4     Withholding allowance 
certificate; determines amount to be 
deducted from employee’s paycheck

important forms
•  1040     Standard tax return form  

allows users to itemize deductions
•  1040EZ    The most simple tax form; 

can only be used by those under 65 

with no dependents and an income less 
than $50,000

•  1040A    Can be used to report other 
types of income such as dividend interest

•  4868    Application for automatic 

Payments
Beginning in May, the U.S. Treasury Department will begin sending economic 
stimulus payments to more than 130 million households. To receive a payment, 
taxpayers must have a valid Social Security number, $3,000 of annual income and 
file a 2007 federal tax return. The IRS will take care of the rest. 

Eligible taxpayers will receive $300 to $600 if single or $600 to $1,200 if married 
filing jointly. Visit www.irs.gov for more information on filing taxes and to see 
examples of how the Economic Stimulus Act of 2008 may affect taxpayers of 
different marital and parental situations.

Social Security or Veterans benefits recipients
Many people who receive Social Security benefits are not required to file a tax 
return. But they need to this year to get the stimulus payment. Many can use the 
simpler Form 1040A.

Rebate scam alert
Be aware that identity thieves are already pushing scams involving the stimulus 
payments. At least one telephone scam is making the rounds using the proposed 
rebates as bait.

Source: www.irs.gov

economic stimulus

Serving Austin with pride for 70 years.

We’ll beat any price in Texas on  a new 
Chevy...GUARANTEED.

We won’t just sell you a car today, 
we’ll build a relationship for a lifetime.

Henna Chevrolet
    We’ll stand by you!

(512) 402-5856
OPEN MON-SAT 8AM-8PM

VIEW OUR INVENTORY AT WWW.HENNA.COM
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neiGHBorHooDS at a GLanCe
residential    real estate

market    data
On the market    February 1 - February 29, 2008

Katy Crossing Summerfield

Schools Schools

Current Listings Current Listings

Few communities can boast such 
a great location along with close 
proximity to both an elementary and 
a middle school. Located on FM 971 
between Austin Avenue and Toll 130, 
Katy Crossing is a very pedestrian-
friendly community. Amenities include 
a playscape and a large community 
gazebo.

This neighborhood combines a quiet, 
rural setting with modern comforts 
and amenities. Located on the north 
side of Taylor, homes range in size from 
1,000 sq. ft. to more than 5,200 sq. ft.
There are 33 floor plans in both 
one- and two-story configurations. 
Community features include a 
swimming pool, park and playscape.

• Cooper Elementary
• Forbes Middle School
• Georgetown High School

• T.H. Johnson Elementary
• Taylor Middle School
• Taylor High School

GeorGetown tayLor

105 river Park Lane
3 Br. / 2 Ba.
Agent: Maudie Salmon          

$199,000
869-8444

707 yosemite trail
3 Br. / 2 Ba.
Agent: Leslie Chatham      

$189,900
918-2200

126 Meadowlark Circle
3 Br. / 2 Ba.
Agent: Pat Martin        

$129,990
863-8525

4202 Zion ave.
3 Br. / 2 Ba.
Agent: Laura McKinney      

$120,000
569-4681

310 river Bluff Circle

Address                 City Bed/Bath Sq. Ft. Price Agent / Owner Phone

1405-B Bergin Drive GTN 2/2 1275 $134,500 Jann Benton 930-5266

121 Hampton Circle GTN 2/2 1397 $142,000 Sherri Revier 769-6000

1105 Power Road GTN 3/2 1536 $155,000 Linda Graves 784-3942

222 Village Drive GTN 3/2 1593 $165,000 Jann Benton 930-5266

206 Jaydee Terrace GTN 5/5.5 5170 $825,000 Katherine Reedholm 964-3010

207 Sylvan Street HUT 3/2 1707 $132,000 Dhustie Zervakos 677-1771

125 Hyltin Street HUT 3/2.5 1901 $136,000 Winkler & Co. 825-6207

4401 W. Cordoba Circle GTN 4/2 2629 $299,000 Dusti Sheffield 413-9609

211 Little Lake Drive HUT 4/2 1955 $148,500 Jerel Choate 689-7040

Realtors / Owners: Post your properties for free - e-mail: realestate@impactnews.com

3 Br. / 2 Ba.
Agent: Pete Martin        

$169,000
818-2015

907 yosemite trail
4 Br. / 2.5 Ba.
Agent: Donna Brasfield   

$199,900
940-3363

Video tour of neighborhood at
www.impactnews.com

Video tour of neighborhood at
www.impactnews.com

Local residential Listings

Georgetown, Hutto & taylor MLS area
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Less than $100,000

$100 - $149.9k

$150 - $199.9k

$200 - $299.9k

$300 - $399.9k

$400 - $499.9k

$500 - $749.9k

$750 - $999.9k

$1 Million +
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$148,954

$141,646

$135,737

$136,865

$144,527

$150,740

$147,515

$147,247

$223,089

$208,444

$232,670

$238,454

$219,152

$225,200

$235,339

$199,923

$135,268

$80,668

$139,941

$114,514

$134,962
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$97,924
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www.firsttexas-gtwn.com

900 S. Austin Ave.
863-2567

5321 Williams Dr.
869-8910

Our Leaders...

...Your Neighbors

Why First
Texas Bank?

721 Hwy. 183
778-5757

480 DelWebb Blvd.
864-0379

“We appreciate the professional and

personalized care this locally-owned

bank has provided us.  Thank you,

First Texas Bank, for being our

convenient, friendly, hometown

banking partner for 25 years.”

Larry and Susan Connell, Owners of Golf on the Square,
their team: David, James, and Jimmy along with

their First Texas Bank team:  Mark Lehnick & Barry Haag

Key Stats

Data provided by Nicole Boynton with the Williamson County Association of Realtors

+$7,308 -27

+$54,600 -2

Change in average selling price  
over last year

Georgetown Georgetown

Hutto Hutto

taylor taylor

+$14,645 -21

202 hwy. 79 •  hutto

143 exchange Blvd. • hutto

246 investment loop • hutto

636 w. Front st. • hutto

RE/MAX Vision

Orsus Real Estate

Don Quick and Associates

Commercial Texas LLC

Agent: Maureen Rooker   

Agent: Tim Allen     

Agent: Darren Quick     

Agent: Dan Meyer/Lee Ellison     

759-2210

476-2506

255-3000

474-2411

Change in number of
homes sold over last year

1

1

3

3

2

2

4

Address                 City Lot/Bldg. Size Price Agent / Owner Phone

CR 422 TAY 136 acres $625,000 Sherri Revier 769-6000

10810 Hwy. 29 East GTN 12 acres $180,000 Dhustie Zervakos 677-1771

3600 Williams Drive GTN 3.48 acres $720,000 Evelyn Ward 797-4934

4819 Williams Drive GTN 4.48 acres $1,370,000 RE/MAX Centx 930-4663

501 N. IH 35 GTN 1.04 acres/8,848 sq. ft. $825,000 Steve Turner 930-2800

Austin Ave. @ 2nd Street GTN 1.28 acres (1 block) $836,350 Ercel Brashear 930-5796

Front Street HUT 0.724 acres $173,455 Charlotte Smith 775-8474

IH 35 @ FM 972 GTN 317 acres $18,700,000 Ercel Brashear 930-5796

3500 blk. Williams Drive GTN 7.9 acres $2,250,000 Steve Turner 930-2800

Local Commercial Listings

commercial    real estate

These stats are primarily for resale properties and do not reflect most new construction. The Multiple Listing Service 
codes were used to gather the above stats for Georgetown and Hutto. Taylor stats were compiled using the 76574 
ZIP code to separate the city from Coupland, which is combined with Taylor to make one MLS area. 

Realtors / Owners: Post your properties for free - e-mail: realestate@impactnews.com
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GeorGetown roaD ProJeCtS
transportation    update

FTWOODS
Construction
www.ftwoods.com

“Now that the project is finished, 
We’re extending a BIG, 

Heart-felt THANK YOU...”

THE SUCCESS of this challenging project 
was because of everyone’s commitment, 
dedication, support and encouragement 

during the construction process.  
THANK YOU!

Georgetown ISD Tippit Middle School Renovations
“HOME OF THE BLUE EAGLES”

A $5.5 Million Dollar, 6-month project, COMPLETED in 90-DAYS ends with a 
HUGE success.  So, from the entire FTWOODS Construction Company Family to 
all the Georgetown ISD Board Members, Administrative Staff, Teachers and Students 
(for your support & encouragement),  Huckabee & Associates, and to the Subs and 
Suppliers: Alpha Insulation, APT Communications, Aspen Air, ATex Waterproofing, 
Bell Glass, Boyd Tile, Brinkmann Roofing, Central Texas Drywall, C&Z Enterprises, 
Intertech, J&S Equipment Co., Klinger Specialties Direct, KST Electric Ltd., Metro 
Services, PHI Service Agency, Perry & Perry Builders, Safe Sight, Service Master, 
The Trane Company, Texas Air Products and Woodard Builders Supply...

THANK YOU for helping to bring this project in Under-Time & Under Budget!

The South Phase 2 construction on Ronald Reagan 
Boulevard from FM 2243 to Hwy. 29 in Georgetown 
is now complete. The four-lane divided roadway is 
approximately 4.1 miles and opened Feb. 1. Ronald 
Reagan Boulevard extends Parmer Lane north through 
Williamson County and is planned to reach IH 35 north 
of Georgetown. North Phase 1 from Hwy. 29 to FM 3405 
opened in September 2007, and construction on North 
Phase 2 from FM 3405 to RM 2338 is expected to be 
completed by summer.

Williamson County officials celebrated the ground 
breaking for construction on CR 104 in Georgetown 
Feb. 22. The roadway will be rebuilt into a four-lane 
road with storm sewer, curb and gutter. Construction is 
expected to be completed by the end of July. In partnership 
with the Texas Department of Transportation, the county 
will also widen Hwy. 29 to include a two-lane left turn lane 
onto CR 104 with a traffic signal into the new ninth grade 
campus, which will become Georgetown East View High 
School this fall. 

Georgetown

Leander

29

2243

3405

2338

2338

i-35

183

N

N

Ronald Reagan Boulevard extension CR 104 and Hwy. 29 upgrade

Federal funding for NE Inner Loop

South Phase 2

N
orth Phase 1

CR 104

   N

orth
 Phase 2

29

Georgetown
east View

High School

130

Construction began in October on the northbound-to-
southbound and southbound-to-northbound turnaround 
bridges at IH 35 and Hwy. 29. The $4 million project is 
expected to be completed in August.

Ni-35

29

Hwy. 29 U-turn bridges

Sources: Connie Watson, Williamson County public information 
officer; www.wilco.org; U.S. Congressman John Carter’s office

U.S. Congressman John Carter, a member of the 
House Appropriations Committee, announced 
Feb. 5 that $350,000 was included in the 2008 Om-
nibus spending bill for NE Inner Loop in George-
town. President George W. Bush signed the 2008 
Omnibus spending bill into law last year.

Ronald Reagan Blvd.
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Growing green
“We’ve got a lot of folks who are asking about rebates and 

who are interested in passive solar, green energy and how 
they can reduce the impact of global warming,” Briggs said. 
“I think folks take it personally. What we’re really respond-
ing to is the individual who’s saying, ‘What can I do, and 
how can I help?’”

He said the green building program would extend be-
yond homeowners to land developers, urban planners, 
home builders and others, and that the program would be 
“a paradigm shift in thinking.”

Briggs also addressed the council’s request that the city 
take a more aggressive approach to recycling. He presented 
a new process called single-stream recycling, which pro-
vides residents with larger recycling containers and allows 
them to lump all of their recycling together without having 
to separate it into categories like plastics, paper, aluminum 
and glass. The City of Austin recently completed a pilot pro-
gram doing this.

“You would really be encouraging people to recycle a 
whole lot more than what they are currently, and you would 
do it by making it a lot easier for them,” Yantis said, adding 
that officials are looking to develop that system next fiscal 
year as well.
Green Builders inc.

As the city contemplates going green, a Central Texas de-
veloper has already been putting green practices into place 
for several months.

In 2005, Green Builders Inc. became the developer of the 
800-acre master-planned community, Georgetown Village, 
located at Williams Drive and Shell Road. The company de-
velops sustainable communities and builds affordable green 
homes on a mass level.

“We’re one of the country’s first large-scale developers of 
green homes and green communities,” said Clark Wilson, 
president and CEO of Green Builders. “Nobody, not just in 
Georgetown Village, but in the whole market, is doing green 
building to the degree we are on any kind of mass scale.”

Many builders construct homes and then tack on green 
features, such as an insulated roof or Energy Star appliances, 
but Green Builders is the first builder of affordable homes 
built green from the ground up in Central Texas, company 
spokeswoman Emily Thomson said.

Wilson said he decided to build in Georgetown because 
the opportunity to buy Georgetown Village presented itself 
and because the city possesses many real estate pluses, like 
good location and a strong school district. The company 
also has properties in Buda and Driftwood and plans to de-
velop in Pflugerville.

There are about 2,000 lots left to build on in Georgetown 
Village, Wilson said. Green Builders will build on some and 
sell some to other builders. The company has built 15 hous-
es, has five under construction and has sold a handful. On 
average, the homes are between 1,800 sq. ft. and 2,500 sq. ft. 
and are priced in the mid-$200,000s, which is appropriate 
for the neighborhood, according to Wilson. 
advantages

The advantages to buying a green home are “enormous 
and immediate,” Wilson said, adding that the savings on 
utilities in one of his homes versus a similar home built to 
minimum code is 40 to 60 percent, reaching $150 or more 
a month.

“The whole home from ground up is insulated with foam. 
It looks like the inside of an Igloo cooler,” he said. “What 
that does is create an almost impermeable exterior where 
you don’t lose any of the air that you conditioned through 
cracks and crevices of the home.”

Wilson also said the heavy-duty insulation reduces exter-
nal allergens that enter the house, which can be an impor-
tant health benefit to allergy sufferers.

 “[Building green] is becoming not just a trend, but the 
proper way to build homes, and everybody’s going to end 
up having to do it,” he said.
Conservation subdivisions

Georgetown will soon be home to its first conservation 
subdivisions, Water Oak at San Gabriel and The Oaks at San 
Gabriel. These types of developments usually keep a large 
portion, about 35 percent, of green space undeveloped. 

City officials encouraged the developers of both proper-
ties to do this. Yantis said the San Gabriel River is an impor-
tant, natural resource for the community and that leaders 
knew property along it would develop in time. He said that 
when it did, officials wanted to retain open space to ensure 
protection of the water quality and provide open space 
amenities along the river for citizens. 

Water Oak at San Gabriel is 1,900 acres, with 680 acres 
conserved, and spans from Hwy. 29 to RM 2243 on the 
west side of IH 35. It runs along 2.5 miles of the South San 
Gabriel River. San Antonio-based Galo Properties is the 
developer. 

“I think this is something Georgetown is looking forward 

• Insulate your attic. By adding insulation, you will reduce
  your utility bills. 
• Tune up your HVAC systems. If you insulate your heating
  and cooling equipment, it won’t have to work as hard.
• Plug air leaks with caulking and weather strips. It will help
  curb expensive drafts and improve comfortable living. 
• Install low-flow toilets and shower heads.
• Switch to low consumption fluorescent lighting and
  fixtures.
• Weather strip your windows and replace them with
  thicker paned windows.
• Replace old windows with energy-efficient low-E
  insulated windows.

Land Use

29

2243 i-35

Location Map

to embracing,” said Alexa Knight, Galo’s vice president of 
land development-Austin. “It’s a beautiful piece of property, 
and we both realize this is being good stewards of the land.”

The development will be primarily single-family residen-
tial, with two or three multifamily projects and 200,000 sq. 
ft. of retail off RM 2243 and Hwy. 29, Knight said. The total 
project will include 4,000 homes, four community parks, 
an elementary school and an extensive trail system. Homes 
will cost from $250,000 to more than $1 million, and the 
home builders have not been signed yet.

Overall development will be completed in phases over 
the next 10 to 15 years. Phase 1, which is 249 acres, should 
take a year or two, Knight said. In January, Galo began work 
on a 4.5-mile wastewater line it is extending to the project.

Harris, Nicol and Straub Development Partners is devel-
oping The Oaks at San Gabriel, a 397-acre community that 
will be solely single-family residential with a maximum of 
853 lots. It is on the north side of Hwy. 29, adjacent to Ci-
marron Hills on the east. Partner Joe Straub said 40 percent 
of the property is set aside for green space. Of that, 70 acres 
is north of the Middle San Gabriel River with the rest run-
ning along it.  

Straub said he is working on the final plat approval and 
will probably break ground in six months. The multi-phase 
project will take about eight years for completion, he said, 
with construction on 140 houses in phase 1 beginning next 
spring. Homes will cost between $250,000 and $450,000.

He said The Oaks will contain several parks and about 5 
miles of hike-and-bike trails.

“Green” refers to things made 
with little environmental 

harm, meaning they are 
produced in an ecologically 
friendly way. They often 
use renewable resources.

      Source: Encarta.msn.com

what green means How to make your own home greener 

• Purchase awnings or shields for your
   windows to shield your house from the
   western exposure of the sun.
• Adjust timers and rain sensors on
   your sprinkler system to optimum
   performance.
• Switch to native and drought-
   resistant landscaping.
• Purchase a rainwater harvesting screen to
   reclaim rainwater to use for watering plants.

  
   Source: www.greenbuildersinc.com

water oak at San Gabriel
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300 University Boulevard
Round Rock, TX 78665

512-509-0100
www.sw.org

Scott & White UMC offers a comfortable
setting and attentive care for expectant parents.
Scott & White University Medical Campus provides a spacious setting for new parents
and their newborns. Our facility offers six private, state-of-the-art delivery rooms that
allow physicians to efficiently provide patients with labor, delivery, recovery and
postpartum care in a single room.This unique service includes “Couplet Care,” which
allows the mother and other caregivers to bond with their newborn in a comfortable,
secure environment. Obstetricians provide prenatal care and labor and delivery
services and our nursery is monitored by certified pediatricians.

Additional services for expectant families include a full range of classes designed 
to help with the birth of their new baby, including childbirth preparation and breast-
feeding education. Neonatal consultation, assistance in preparing for natural child-
birth and epidural anesthesia are available. Call 512-509-9276 today to schedule 
a private tour. 

Scott & White accepts all major insurance plans.

CLOSER CARE

• Household hazardous waste facility
• No explosives
• No gas cylinders
• Commercial fee-based facility
• Accept cash, Visa & Mastercard
• Paint, chemicals, poisons, fuels, used 
   oil, filters, appliances, paper, plastic

Hours: 
Thursday & Friday: 8am-5pm
Monday-Wednesday: Open by 
special appointment
Saturday: 8am-12pm
Sunday: Closed

495 CR 156
Georgetown, TX 78626

www.pa-jer.com
e-mail: hugh_tidwell@pa-jer.com

(512)864-3240
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rM 2243 anD ronaLD reaGan BouLeVarD
community    corridor

CR 175

Ronald Reagan Blvd.

Cimarron 
Hills

South San Gabriel River

29

2243

2243

Ronald Reagan Boulevard

Gabriel’s Overlook

Escalera Ranch

Sponsored by Austin Telco

Transportation 

History

toll 183a is the new toll road that 
connects with US 183 to the south 
near Lakeline Mall, runs east of the 
existing highway through Cedar Park 
and Leander and then reconnects 
with US 183 at the South San 
Gabriel River. 

Gabriel’s overlook is a custom 
home community with 1-acre+ 
lots. Developed in 2000, it has 
community access to the South San 
Gabriel River. 
www.gabrielsoverlook.com 

rancho Sienna is a new residential 
development in the southeast 
quadrant of the intersection 
of Hwy. 29 and Ronald Reagan 
Boulevard. The main entrance is 
off of northbound Ronald Reagan, 
but it will eventually have access 
from Hwy. 29 as well. There are 
1,455 lots on the preliminary plat, 
150 of which are currently being 
prepared. Wilshire Homes is the only 
committed builder. Homes will likely 
range from $180,000 to more than 
$300,000. Infrastructure includes 
Chisholm Trail water, underground 
electricity provided by PEC, Liberty 
Hill/LCRA sewer, a “smart” fiber optic 
cable system and a community-
wide propane system. Contact 
George Robinson at 329-8800.

This is the future sight of Garey 
Park. In 2004, Jack and Cammy 
Garey donated their 525-acre ranch 
to the City of Georgetown, in what 
was the largest gift the city has 
ever received. At their bequest, the 
Gareys’ desire is that the ranch be 
used as a city park. Also included in 
the donation was a $5 million gift 
that must be matched by the city 
and used for improvements to 
the ranch. 

Residential developments

City developments

Davis Cemetery is the 
resting place for a group of 
30 homesteaders led by John 
Webster. While en route to a 
land grant in Burnet on Aug. 27, 
1839, the party was attacked by 
Comanche Indians. Mrs. Webster 
and her two children were 
captured by the Comanche band. 
All the others were killed and 
rest together in one grave. The 
cemetery land was originally set 
aside by the Davis family and has 
been used for decades by family 
members of the original settlers 
and close friends.
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Parmer Lane (also ronald reagan 
Boulevard) is now open from 
RM 2243 to Hwy. 29. This 4.1-mile 
section has two lanes in each 
direction, with a wide median and 
shoulders for future expansion, if 
needed. The next section to the 
north, which is 5 miles long and 
connects Hwy. 29 to FM 3405, is 
also open. The third section will 
connect FM 3405 to Williams Drive 
and is scheduled to open early this 
summer. 

Kittie Hill airport was constructed 
in 1981 and is the only remaining 
airport in Texas with three sod 
runways, the longest of which is 
3,450 feet. The airport is home to 71 
planes, 41 hangars and five service 
buildings. There is a fuel co-op 
service available to hangar owners, 
but no fuel is for sale to the public. 
Contact owner/manager Charles 
Densford Jr. at 635-0097.

escalera ranch is a custom-
home community which features 
2 to 5-acre lots and consistent 
architectural details on all homes. 
Each lot is divided into three 
portions: a conservancy area, a 
native area and a development 
area. The goal is to preserve 
the environment and blend the 
structures into a “harmonious and 
aesthetically pleasing community.” 
A new area, Section 7, is currently 
under construction. 
www.escaleraranch.com
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parks & recreationparks & recreation
Park address acreage Hiking  Sports Fields/ Pool Playground Lake/Pond/ Picnic site/  restrooms other
   trails Courts   river Pavilion  

Tennis
Volleyball
Basketball

Baseball/Softball
Football

Soccer

• installing permanent covering over the playground
• adding a trail

• planting more trees
• improving irrigation
• adding drinking fountain

• improving baseball and softball fields
• installing irrigation
• replacing fences
• creating a trail just north of the park

Creekside

Country estates 

Fritz

The city is compiling its 
new parks master plan 
and does not have any 
improvements planned 
yet. Parks and recre-
ation director Kimberly 
Garrett said the plan 
should be finished later 
this year.

(also see feature story on p. 1)
• putting in a sand volleyball court
• adding basketball courts
• installing a new playscape
• landscaping the observation area
• adding benches and tables
• renovating trails

• adding basketball and sand volleyball courts
• installing a new playscape
• adding concrete trails and a low-water crossing bridge
• putting in horseshoes and washer pits
• adding benches and tables

Murphy 

robinson
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Park address acreage Hiking  Sports Fields/ Pool Playground Lake/Pond/ Picnic site/  restrooms other
   trails Courts   river Pavilion 
Georgetown
1  Bark Park 151 Holly St. 6         drinking fountains for people & dogs

2  Bedford 812 Bedford Court 2.3    • 

3  Berry Creek 1100 Shinnecock Hills Drive 2.7    •
4  Berry Springs 1801 CR 152 300 •   •	 •	 •	 	 • camping, fishing, amphitheater,  

           bird-watching, wildflower meadow

5  Blue Hole* 100 Blue Hole Park Road 14 •	 	 	 	 •	 •	 	 • fishing  *currently closed

6  Booty’s Road Park 1631 Booty’s Park Road 30 •	 	 	 	 •	 •	 	 • challenge course, star gazing, bird 
           watching, fishing

7  Cedar Breaks 2100 Cedar Breaks Road 200 •    • •	 	 • boat ramp, camping, fishing

8  Chandler 108 Spring Valley Road 7 •	 	 	 	 •	 •	   fishing

9  Chautauqua 602 Rucker St. 23 •	 	 	 •	 	 •	 	 • gazebo

10  Edwards 704 Ash St. 0.5    •	 	 •	 	  

11  Emerald Springs 3604 Old Mill Road 12    •	 	 •   gazebo

12  Geneva 1021 Quail Valley Drive 14    •	 	 •	   gazebo

13  Georgetown Tennis Center 400  Serenada Drive 7 	 	 •	 •	 	 	 	 • showers, pro shop

14  Jim Hogg  500 Jim Hogg Road 180 •    • •	 	 • boat ramp, camping, fishing

15  Katy Crossing 224 Katy Crossing Blvd. 1.12    •	 	 •	   gazebo 

16  Kelley 805 W. 17th St. 1.25    •	 	 •	   gazebo

17  McMaster Athletic 101 Walden Drive 104 •	 	 	 •	 	 •	 	 • concession area, in-line hockey, 
        Complex           horseshoes, washers

18  Meadows 321 Meadows Drive 2.12    •	 	 •	   gazebo

19  Old Town 1262 S. Austin Ave. 2    •	 	 •   gazebo

20  Overlook 500 Lake Overlook Drive 5 •	 	 	 	 •	 	 	 •	
21  Raintree 302 Raintree Drive 0.2   	 • 

22  River Ridge Pool 400 S. Ridge Circle 1.4   •	 •    

23  Rivery 1448 Rivery Blvd. 63 •	 	 	 •	 •	 •	 	 • disc golf

24  Russell  2101 CR 262 191 •    • •	 	 • boat ramp, fishing, swimming area

25  San Gabriel 445 E. Morrow St. 178 •	 	 •	 •	 •	 •	 	 • disc golf, fishing, community center

26  San Jose 1707 San Jose St. 2.13    •	 	 •	 	 • gazebo

27  Summercrest 1201 Ashberry Trail 1.6    •	 	 •	 	  gazebo

28  Tejas  4400 CR 258 21 •	 	 	 	 •	 	 	 •	 primitive-style camping

29  University 2510 University Park Drive 2.6  	 	 •	 	 •	   gazebo

30  VFW 110 N. College St. 19 •	 	 	 •	 	 •	 	 • gazebo

31  Village Pool 370 Village Commons Blvd. 5   • 

32  Williams Drive Pool 3201 Williams Drive 2   • 

33  Windridge Village 1302 E. Third St. 1.35    •	 	 •   

34  Woodlake 249 Wildwood Drive 1.12    •	 	 • 

Hutto
35  Country Estates 514 S. Pauley Drive 1.5    •	 	 •    

36  Creekside 305 Orchard Way 17 •	 	 	 •	 	 •	 	 • 

37  Fritz 400 Park St. 33 •	 	 	 •	 	 •	 	 • horseshoes, washers, reflection pond

taylor
38  Bull Branch Near Mallard Ln. & North Dr. 65 •	 	 	 •	 •	 •	 	 • concession area, fishing pier 

39  Doak Ball Fields On South Doak Street 10       

40  Gano St. Basketball Court On Gano Street 0.3         drinking fountains

41  Heritage Square 400 N. Main St. 1.67 •	        drinking fountains, gazebo, benches

42  Jason Street Park Jason Dr. & Canvas Back Dr. 0.25    • 

43  Murphy 1600 Sycamore St. 120 •	 	 •	 •	 •	 •	 	 • fishing, Liberty Garden, stage

44  Robinson 206 S. Dolan St. 55 •	 	 •	 	 	 •	 	 •   

Source: Mike Hemker, Hutto parks and recreation director Source: Danny Thomas, Taylor public works director

Planned improvements to existing parks
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79

79

79

130

1660

1660

685

Hutto
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Hutto 
High 
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nadine
Johnson

elementary 
School

Hutto 
elementary 

School

new trail
Eventually a trail will link Hutto 
High School, Creekside Park, Fritz 
Park and Hutto Elementary. Total 
project is $800,000 and is funded 
by a Transportation Equity Act 
for the 21st Century, or TEA-21, 
grant. The trail is expected to be 
completed by September.

Park land
The city has applied for a grant from 
the Lower Colorado River Authority to 
purchase 54 acres of land at CR 137 and 
Brushy Creek, just northeast of the Triple 
Crown Dog Academy. The city is also 
requesting $200,000 for land acquisition 
from Williamson County. Trails would 
link to the Brushy Creek Trail and 
become its southernmost point.

Hutto Lake Park
The city received a 
$400,000 grant from the 
Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department in January 
to fund this park. The city 
and/or private donations 
will cover the remainder. 
Estimated cost to develop 
is $1.5 million. The park 
will contain trails that will 
link up with the county’s 
Brushy Creek Trail. 
Features might include 
playscapes, a pavilion, 
fishing access, proposed 
environmental education 
kiosk and a wildflower 
demonstration garden.
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east williamson County regional Park
The city acquired about 70 acres in 
May 2005 from the county to develop a 
regional park, which is estimated to cost 
$7 million. The Taylor Rodeo Association 
currently manages the events arena 
adjacent to the park, located at 210 
Carlos Parker Blvd. The regional park will 
serve as an athletic complex for eastern 
Williamson County and the city. Officials 
expect the park to open fall 2009. 

County news
Williamson County recently 
purchased two pieces of 
land for future park use. One 
is the Byers Tract, which is 
348 acres, located 2 miles 
past Jonah on Hwy. 29. The 
other is a 145-acre preserve 
in western Williamson 
County, just north of Lake 
Georgetown off FM 3405. 
The preserve is home to the 
Georgetown Salamander and 
several endangered species.

Garey Park
The Garey family has an 
agreement to deed their 
525-acre property, located 
west of IH 35 between FM 
2243 and Hwy. 29, over to 
the city at the time of their 
deaths or whenever they 
choose. The area will be 
undeveloped except for park 
amenities.

Bull Branch to robinson Park trail
Once the extension and renovation 
of existing trail are complete, the 
3-mile trail will go from Robinson 
Park to north of Bull Branch Park. 
Expected completion is May.

38

north Fork 

San Gabriel river

South Fork 
San Gabriel river

Georgetown parks

taylor parksHutto parks

trail etiquette
Be friendly and courteous.
Share the trail. Ride, walk or run 
on the right, pass on the left.
Stay on the trail. Creating 
your own trail causes erosion, 
damages habitat and creates 
new trails that cannot be 
maintained.
Bicyclists yield to runners and 
hikers. Keep your bike under control and at a safe speed.
Downhill traffic should yield to uphill traffic.
Warn people when you are planning to pass.
Anticipate other trail users around corners and blind spots.
Ride within your ability at all times.
Respect wildlife.
Use caution when using headphones. You may not be able 
to hear other people warn you.
Leave no trace. Pick up your litter.
Dogs should be kept on leashes and under control. Please 
pick up after them.

Source: Georgetown Parks and Recreation Department 
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Like all of our exceptional medical staff, Dr. New has earned a reputation for providing highly 

advanced health care. He’s invested nearly 20 years into perfecting his technique in minimally 

invasive cardiothoracic surgery – treating heart, lung, chest and vascular diseases. However, he 

understands that performing surgery is only part of the healing process.

In recognition of Seton’s philosophy of caring for the whole person: body, mind and spirit – Dr. New 

knows that spending time listening to his patients, and their families, is also very important to their 

long-term treatment and recovery. 

At Seton Williamson, we are guided by the experience that makes the Seton Family of Hospitals 

your first choice for health care in Central Texas. Please visit us online at seton.net/williamson  

or call 512-324-4000. We’d like to hear from you. GUIDED BY EXPERIENCE

Round 
Rock

Round Rock
Premium Outlets

University Blvd
Exit 256

Chandler Rd
       Exit 419

I-35

SH
 130

FM
 1460

Seto
n

 Parkw
ay

CR 112

201 Seton Parkway
Round Rock, TX  78665

13 YEARS OF HIGHER EDUCATION
5 YEARS IN PRACTICE

1,500 SURGERIES PERFORMED

AND DR. NEW STILL CAN’T 
WAIT TO HEAR YOUR OPINION

R. Brent New, M.D., Medical Director of Cardiovascular Surgery
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512.863.8445
512.535.2108 Austin Toll Free

40218 Industrial Park Circle • Georgetown
www.carolwoolf.com • www.cwg.artmystyle.com
9-6 / Tue-Sat • 12-3 / Sun • Closed Mon

WALL MOULDING  distributor

50% OFF ANY CANVAS!
One week only! March 15-23!

Tax Refunds 
don’t just 
happen!

It’s time to 
maximize 

your return!
FREE 

Consultation
& 10% Discount

with this ad

Versatile Tax Services

www.versatiletax.com

by beth Wade

rio grande tex-Mex • hutto
neighborhood    dining by raChel youens

For the most part, one Mexican res-
taurant is the same as the next. There 

are some varying degrees of quality, but 
the taste and the menu are generally the 
same. Rio Grande Tex-Mex, however, 
offered up new flavors I’d never tasted 
with a varied menu that would rival even 
Austin competitors.

Owner Raquel Cisneros opened Rio 
Grande in September 2005. The menu is 
long, with dinner, lunch, children’s and 
breakfast menus. The restaurant has a 
wide variety from the regular staples, to 
new twists on old favorites, to extremely 
traditional dishes that are rare finds in 
Tex-Mex restaurants. 

The large patio area is ideal for summer 
and ensures enough seating that if you 
come here on your lunch break, you will 
not spend half of it waiting in line.

Starting out the meal, the salsa — one of 
the real measures of a Mexican restaurant 
—  was flavorful, fresh and thick, but with-
out the chunkiness of pico de gallo.

For the main course, Enchiladas Veg-
etarianas ($6.75 for two) combined spinach 
and mushrooms with a poblano cream 
sauce that tasted unlike any Mexican dish 
I have had before. The thick sauce was not 
a sour cream base, but rather used butter 
and garlic and was more reminiscent of an 

Italian pasta sauce than an enchilada sauce. 
The Enchiladas de Guacamole ($6.75 for 

two), one of the restaurant’s new dishes, 
was something I was unfamiliar with and 
sported a sauce that tasted like the stan-
dard verde, but with a hint of guacamole. 
The dish was fresh and colorful. Both 
dishes came with beans and a side of rice 
with chopped vegetables.

Another exotic dish is the Puerco Cas-
cabel ($8.49) with fire-roasted pork tips 
in a reddish-brown sauce made from the 
nutty-flavored cascabel chile. The Chili en 
Nogada ($9.25), named for the Spanish 
word for walnut, mixes raisins, nuts and 
fruit with poblano peppers and pork.

Another surprise came when I picked 
up the dessert menu. Sopapillas or tres 
leches cake are normal fare for a Mexican 
restaurant’s dessert menu, but Rio Grande 
also featured a traditional flan ($2.95) and 
fried ice cream ($3.25). It was news to 
me to find out that fried ice cream was a 
dish native to Mexico and not just some 
carnival creation, but the dessert came 
out beautifully served with a cherry and 
chocolate sauce.

Rio Grande is a Mexican restaurant 
that exceeds expectations with its unusual 
choices.

N

rio Grande tex-Mex
560 hwy. 79, ste. A-100, hutto

759-1449
www.riograndemex.com

Mon-Fri 11 a.m.-9:30 p.m.
sat 7:30 a.m.-9:30 p.m.

sun 8:30 a.m.-9 p.m.

In 2006 Rio Grande won three audience-
choice awards from Citysearch.com. Its 
awards were in the categories for best 
family dining, best group dining and best 
margarita. The restaurant, which also has 
a Round Rock location, offers the award-
winning margarita ($6.75 for a grande size). 

Blue riBBOn cOMiDA

Rio Grande
Tex-Mex

Cr
 1

19
 

79

130

685

Fried Ice Cream
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Although the Canine Academy was 
founded in 1990, Caughlin acquired the 
property in April 2005 when the previous 
owners retired. Caughlin always had an 
interest in canine training and made the 
move to Cedar Park from a position as a 
crime lab toxicologist in California.

In addition 
to training dogs 
for professional 
work, the acad-
emy provides 
services for 
stay-at-home 
pets. 

Canine Academy
Training Center
Cedar Park The Canine Academy 
Training Center gets homeless dogs off 
the street and on their feet with advanced 
training and three square meals a day.

“Most of the dogs we take out would 
probably be euthanized in a shelter,” said 
Canine Academy owner Lisa Caughlin. 
“It’s such a great thing for both sides. We 
get to help these nutty, crazy dogs, and 
they get to ride around in the back of a 
police car and be nutty, crazy dogs.”

She estimates 95 percent of the dogs she 
trains come from shelters. As often as she 
can, Caughlin will visit each Austin-area 
shelter in search of canines that have a 
special quality.

When dogs first arrive at Canine 
Academy, their hips and elbows are tested 
for dysplasia to make sure the joints can 
withstand the rigors of the job. Training 
consists of fetching drills and associating a 
specific odor with the training. Eventually, 
the dog will go after the odor and not just 
the training toy. 

regional    report
Business PrOFile

Gateway development brings big retail, makes room for more
Leander Gateway at Leander is a 
$45 million project including more 
than 360,000 sq. ft. of commercial real 
estate. The centerpiece is Lowe’s Home 
Improvement slated to open in March.

Other businesses in Gateway include 
Kohl’s department store, International 
Bank of Commerce, Taco Bell and 

McDonald’s. The remaining space is 
designed for a major electronic store, pet 
store, restaurant with outdoor seating and 
another bank.

The mastermind of the project is 
Development 2000’s Jerry Reed, who has 
30 years of real estate experience.

13420 Cedar Lime road
267-2275
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Blvd./FM 1431
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Canine Academy
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has gotten more popular for its jewelry 
collection. 
“Jewelry has been growing significantly 

over the years. You just can’t buy our 
jewelry 
anywhere 
else,” Quilter 
said. “All our 
jewelry has a 
story behind 
it.”

Clarksville Pottery

Sixth Annual Taste of Round 
Rock and Chamber Auction

northwest austin A couple 
from Ohio wanted a life change, so they 
quit their jobs in the corporate and 
education fields and moved to Austin 
to run a business: Clarksville Pottery. 
Originally founded in 1976 by Arnie and 
Syd Popinski, Tom and Connie Quilter 
bought Clarksville Pottery in 1999 after 
researching businesses across the country.
“In 1998, we decided to basically shift to 

a new direction and we decided to take 
control of our lives,” Tom Quilter said. 
“These businesses don’t come very often. 
We had been searching [for a business to 
own] for a year. We got lucky — we hit a 
bulls eye.”
With two locations, one in central Austin 

and the other at the corner of Great Hills 
Trail and Jollyville Road in the Arboretum 
area, the Quilters have enjoyed much 
success in Austin with a growing customer 
base through word of mouth. 
Despite Clarksville Pottery’s name, it 

round rock The first Taste of Round 
Rock in 2003 featured 20 restaurants and 
caterers. This year’s event is expected to 
have more than 40 area businesses and 
attract more than 1,000 attendees.

Business PrOFile

9828 Great Hills trail, Ste. 110
794-8580

March 18 • 6-8 p.m.
Dell Diamond

3400 e. Palm valley Blvd.

N

Great Hills tr.

Jollyville rd.

Clarksville Pottery
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Each business has a booth where they 
offer food samples, display menus and 
provide information about their restaurant 
or catering services. 
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Find out more and see how you can be ACC austincc.edu/iamacc (512) 223.4222

It’s kind of cool – when you’re in high school ACC’s Early College Start program gives 
you a chance to be in college for free. Yes, for free! I plan to earn up to one year of college 
before graduating high school. �at’ll go a long way toward helping me achieve my dream: 
I want to be an architect and build skyscrapers like the Frost Tower.

Manuel, high school student

Today, Psych 2301.Tomorrow, Prom.

License Numbers: #101287, #119664

aBriDGeD StorieS FroM our reCent CeDar ParK/LeanDer, 
nortHweSt auStin anD rounD roCK/PFLuGerViLLe PuBLiCationS

For FuLL StorieS Go to www.iMPaCtnewS.CoM

Palace, a building behind Byer’s home that 
formerly housed her craft projects. 

An accountant by day and a fairy god-
mother during the evenings and on week-
ends, Byer said the work is exhausting.

“It wears you out, especially during 
prom season,” she said. “We’ll have a big 
prom fair where we invite a bunch of girls, 
but there are 
always strag-
glers and ones 
who didn’t 
know about 
it. I help two 
to three girls a 
night and then 
more on the 
weekends.”

The Fairy Godmother 
Foundation

Event center 
at Dell Diamond

North Austin popular 
for Asian commerce

Leander A Leander woman has an 
unusual goal for 2008 — she wants to be 
a full-time fairy godmother by the end of 
the year.

Keri Byer’s nonprofit, Keri’s Fairy 
Godmother Foundation, provides teenag-
ers with gowns, shoes and accessories for 
prom, homecoming, dances and special 
occasions. With a school ID, girls can bor-
row outfits for every event free of charge.

Though school-age girls are Byer’s target 
group, the foundation can also lend wed-
ding gowns and accessories for $25. The 
whole operation is run from the Princess 

round rock Dell Diamond 
has drawn more than 4.7 million 
visitors since it opened in 2000. 
Now its owners would like to 
build an even larger attraction.

In the next two years, they en-
vision the land surrounding the 
minor league field transforming 
into an entertainment hub with a possible 
event center and hotel acting as a catalyst 
to bring restaurants, retail and music.

“I think the multi-use facility is going 
to change Round Rock as much as Dell 
Diamond did,” said Reese Ryan, son of 
Nolan Ryan, whose family co-owns the 
baseball park. “There are so many events 
that should go in Williamson County that 
are in Travis County.”

During the February Round Rock City 
Council retreat, Reese’s brother, Reid 
Ryan, gave a presentation in response to 
the council’s search for a partner to build 

northwest austin When the Tan 
International Group built Chinatown Cen-
ter along Lamar Boulevard in 2006, it was 
no accident that it was large, traditional 
and iconic with an entrance featuring an 
arch with traditional red-tiled roofs and a 
set of three statues welcoming shoppers. 

The goal, according to Austin Asian 
American Chamber of Commerce Chair 
Ali Khataw, was that Chinatown Center 
would become a recognized district in 
Austin; a person could get into a cab and 
say only “take me to Chinatown Center” 
and the driver would know where to go.

The Asian population in Austin, and 
particularly north Austin, has been steadi-
ly growing over the past 20 years, leaping 
most dramatically from 3.3 percent in 
1990 to about 6.5 percent in 2007. But it 
is only in the past five years that Asian-
owned businesses have taken a stand to 
make their presence known, and other 
businesses, schools and the community are 
responding in turn.

“There’s amazing growth in the Asian 

nOn-PrOFit PrOFile

Performers from the Star 
Lion Dance Troupe and 
Love of China dance troupe 
perform at Chinatown 
Center’s 2nd annual Asian 
New Year Festival. The new 
year started Feb. 7 and 
ushered in the year of the 
rat. Chinatown Center is 
located along N. Lamar Blvd.

AsiAn new YeAr At ChinAtown Center

community here. The best way to look at it 
is to go to a mall and look at the amount of 
Asian faces you see,” Khataw said. “When I 
say Asian faces, I don’t just mean oriental. 
We’re talking Indians, Bangladeshis, Paki-
stanis, Filipinos, Koreans and Chinese.”

501 tyrone Drive
507-6364

Crystal Falls Pkwy.

w
est D

r.tyrone Dr.

The Fairy Godmother Foundation
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an event center. 
In 2006, the city hired Economic 

Research Associates to study what type 
of event center might meet Round Rock’s 
needs best. ERA’s presentation in January 
2007 indicated that the community could 
use a large, multi-purpose facility for vari-
ous types of events. 

The council then sent a request for pro-
posals to whoever might be interested in 
a partnership to make the project happen. 
If a partnership is confirmed soon, Reid 
thinks the project could be completed in 
as soon as 18 months. 

JCH
Convenient healthcare in Taylor at

Johns 
  Community
Hospital

305 Mallard Lane • Taylor, Texas 76574
www.johnscommunityhospital.org 512.352.7611

Fully accredited by 
The Joint Commission

Emergency Room • Surgery 
Physicians’ Clinic • Diagnostic Services 

Rehab • Home Health 
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riDe on Center For KiDS
non-profit    profile Nancy O’Meara-Krenek started Ride 

On Center for Kids in 1998 as a 
hobby to help children with special needs. 
She began the organization with a horse 
and four children. Now she teaches physi-
cal, emotional, social and educational skills 
to 120 clients whose ages range from 2 to 
80 years old.

“There have been tremendous improve-
ments in clients,” executive director and 
physical therapist O’Meara-Krenek said. “I 
have seen kids who went on to compete in 
the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo 
and won trophies and belt buckles. Men 
with strokes learn to walk by themselves 
again and soldiers from Iraq who are am-
putees go from being afraid to ride a horse 
to riding confidently by themselves.”

R.O.C.K. employs hippotherapy, a treat-
ment that uses multidimensional move-
ment of a horse to simulate normal human 
walking, and therapeutic riding to improve 
the lives of the special needs population of 
Williamson and surrounding counties.

The organization provides services to 
people with many different disabilities and 
challenges including amputations, autism, 
brain injuries, stroke, cerebral palsy, Down 
syndrome and Multiple Sclerosis as well as 
to at-risk students.

“We all have potential, but sometimes 
it gets trapped. People with disabilities are 
put in a certain box by others, but through 
our program, change is inspired. Our 
clients can expect great things,” O’Meara-
Krenek said. “Our program offers a catalyst 
to change by providing choices and im-
proving life skills. When you put someone 
on a horse, you see them wake up and 

ride on Center for Kids
2050 Cr 110, Georgetown

930-7625
www.rockride.org

OPen hOuse

BArn DAnce

Community members are invited to see the inner 
workings of R.O.C.K. at the annual open house March 
29 from 10 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at the center. The non-
profit is celebrating 10 years assisting individuals 
with disabilities. 

The center will host a barn dance fund-raiser 
April 5 from 6 to 11 p.m. at R.O.C.K. “ROCKin’ in the 
Wild West” will feature food, a silent auction and live 
entertainment provided by Rick Trevino. The show is 
sold out. 

Ride on
Center for Kids

by katherine kennedy and beth Wade

become empowered.”
One of the program’s goals is to teach 

and improve life and functional skills 
that can be used at home and in school. 
O’Meara-Krenek said R.O.C.K. also tries 
to help its clients become better citizens, 
which will benefit the community and 
society as a whole.

“This is a huge confidence builder, partly 
because it empowers students by showing 
them that someone is listening. They have 
to learn to communicate with the horse 
to get it to do what they want or go where 
they want it to go,” O’Meara-Krenek said.

O’Meara-Krenek, along with the 1st 
Cavalry Division and Horse Cavalry De-
tachment from Fort Hood, helped develop 
Horses for Heroes in 2005 using North 
American Riding for the Handicapped 
Association standards. The program is 
designed to help injured soldiers returning 
from Iraq and Afghanistan. The injured 
soldiers are assisted by other soldiers and 
veterans. The program started at Brooke 
Army Medical Center in San Antonio.

“We are working to create a community 
of care for these soldiers,” O’Meara-
Krenek said.

That program is now being taken across 
the country and is in place at Walter Reed 
Army Medical Center in Washington, D.C. 

The group is also pursuing several initia-
tives including higher learning, training 
and research at the center. Students from 
Baylor University will be studying the 
effectiveness of the program and how it 
helps those with disabilities. This month 
O’Meara-Krenek began an equine skills and 
hippotherapy treatment training course.

Exit 259

Inner Loop CR  110

Allison Gallup, physical therapy intern; Will, student, atop 
Rockateer; volunteer B.B. Brown and Joan Schroeder, horse 
handler and program director

i-35
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For five years in a row, we’ve been ranked the #1 heart program in Texas. So if 
you ever need heart care, come to the hospital that is, simply put, second to none.

RANKED HEART PROGRAM IN TEXAS.

road    test by tonya kerr

It is not everyday this mom of three gets behind the wheel of a brand-new car, let alone five of them, but 
that is just what happened this last month when I was asked to leave my gas guzzling SUV in the driveway 
and test drive some of 2008’s most talked-about SUVs from Toyota.

Tonya Kerr lives in Round Rock with her 
husband and three daughters. She is a 

former TV news anchor and
congressional press secretary. 

Contact her at roadtest@impactnews.com.

Going green in the 2008 Toyota Highlander Hybrid 
and the Lexus RX400h was the easy part of a two-week, 
600-plus-mile journey along the Texas Triangle. From 
Round Rock to Houston to Dallas, my family of five put 
just about every gimmick and gadget to the test.

 Both vehicles had plenty of get up and go on the high-
way and were eerily silent in stop-and-go-traffic when the 
electric motor took over. Just one tank of gas ($42) took 

us about 400 miles. 
An unexpected bo-
nus was all of those 
environmental 
smiles and com-
ments from people 
who credited us 
with driving a 
hybrid.

 Meanwhile, my husband kept himself entertained with 
the on-board navigation systems, and I loved the rearview 
camera and even a conversation mirror, which convinced 
my kids that I had eyes in the back of my head.

 My magical powers continued with the Highlander’s 
SmartKey system, which consists of a start/stop button 
and a key fob (a black computer square with buttons), 
kept inside my purse. With no keys, the car sensed my 
proximity and unlocked the door as I approached.  

I also had a lot of fun with a seat converter that I easily 
pulled out of the center console to transform the second 
row of two captain’s chairs into a seat for three.  It is there 
when you need it and compact when you do not.

Toyota Highlander Hybrid
Price: $33,700 to $39,500
EPA rated MPG: 27/25 
 

Going hybrid
Lexus RX400h
Price: $41,180-$42,580
EPA rated MPG: 27/24 

Once home, we went up in price and down in fuel ef-
ficiency in both the 2008 Land Cruiser and Sequoia, and 
we loved every mile of it.

 I had plenty of room for groceries, gear, kids and all 
their friends. The Land Cruiser had a great two-tailgate 
system, although I was not crazy about the bulky third-
row jump seats, which locked to the side.  I was surprised 
by the 10 air bags (more than any other new Toyota), 14 

speakers and more 
cup holders than I 
bothered to count. 
Amidst all the 
luxury, the Land 
Cruiser even had 
a giant center con-
sole that doubled 
as a drink cooler.  

 The new Sequoia was a bit more understated, but very 
comfortable and family friendly. My model had all the 
bells and whistles, and of all the cars, this one seemed 
to fit my family best. The setup on the dashboard and 
the bulky knobs took some getting used to, and my first 
grader had to show me the red dial controlled the seat 
heater. The blue dial was actually fanning a cool breeze 
through the seat’s back.  

Both vehicles had my favorite “must-haves” with the 
rearview cameras and the Smart Key system as an avail-
able option. Both also had that “get out of my way look” 
and drove more like a truck, which I really liked until I 
had to pay for it at the gas pump several times.

Toyota Land Cruiser
Price: $63,200
EPA rated MPG: 18/12 

Soccer-mom mobiles
Toyota Sequoia
Price: $41,150 - $55,600
EPA rated MPG: 16/13

Now, if money is a factor and you regularly cart around 
five people, give the Scion xB a whirl. It was not a hybrid, 
but the little square shape and simple features made it 
feel like I was driving something different. It was low to 
the ground, which took some getting used to, and the ac-
celeration was great around the neighborhood and on the 
highway, although a few 18-wheelers made me nervous.

 The Scion was a “get-us-where-we-need-to-go” kind of 
car for my family. 
It was not big in 
the luxury depart-
ment, but it had an 
amazing amount 
of room. I finally 
found the cup hold-
ers in the doors, 
and my husband 

got me hooked on the short-throw shifter through five 
gears, which I mastered by week’s end.

Scion xB
Price: $15,650 - $16,600
EPA rated MPG: 28/22

Cool 2B square

*EPA rated MPGs can be found at www.epa.gov.
*Research a vehicle: Cars.com; ConsumerReports.org; 
Edmunds.com; kbb.com (Kelly Blue Book)

All in all, these 2008 SUVs are equipped with so many 
perks, I found it hard to find fault with any of them. It 
made it difficult to get back behind the wheel of my old 
SUV.  But, I’m resourceful.  In fact, watch the road. You’ll 
know it’s me and my old gas-guzzler when you see an old 
video camera duct-taped to the bumper and a green “go-
hybrid” flag flying from the antenna.

                Lexus of austin 

“Quiet Room” is complete with Internet access, leather • couches and even        
 massage chairs.   

The gift shop puts the Lexus emblem on everything from fine jewelry to• 
 Longhorn gear.

Service any Toyota vehicle and receive a complimentary car wash.• 
Plans include a dedicated children’s area.• 

                          
          

 

               Charles Maund toyota/Scion 

Close to IH 35 and US 183 • 
Internet access and separate showrooms for truck lovers and sound-system   • 

 enthusiasts
Small children’s area, but friendly staff and lots of smiles• 

               round rock toyota/Scion 

Showroom is huge and customer friendly. • 
Full-service Starbucks coffee bar in the middle of the waiting area.  • 
Plenty of seating, kiosks, Internet access and a great kids’ area.  • 
Customer check-out offers a Toyota brand gift shop.• 

Stonelake Blvd.

Capital of Texas Hwy.

Lexus of austin

Clearfield Dr.

To Lamar

Fairfield Dr.

Charles Maund
toyota/Scion

FM 3406

IH
 35

round rock
toyota/Scion

www.LexusofAustin.com
343-3400
9910 Stonelake Blvd. • Austin

www.CharlesMaundToyota.com
458-2222
8400 Research Blvd.• Austin

www.ToyotaofRoundRock.com
244-6900
2307 N. IH 35• Round Rock

140 employees• 
Community involvement includes  • 

 Center for Child Protection, the  
 Rise School of Austin, People's  
 Community Clinic

113 employees• 
Community involvement includes • 

 U.S. Marine Toys for Tots

137 employees • 
Community Involvement includes  • 

 Walk Like MADD- 5k Walk, Stony Point  
 High School Project Graduation

Lexus rx400h rearview camera Scion xB

Editor’s note: This new feature will not only give you some fresh ideas on new cars, but will also give 
some attention to car dealerships in all of our markets.
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Parks and recreation Director
Hired: October 2005
experience: Park manager for the City 
of Hutto, athletics/aquatics manager 
for the City of Round Rock, recreation 
specialist for the City of Deer Park
Family: Married with two daughters
Contact info: 759-4000, 
mike.hemker@huttotx.gov
web site: www.huttotx.gov

Q. what does your department do?
A. We’re charged with the ability to provide recreation and 
leisure services for the citizens of Hutto. Hutto is still a small 
town and doesn’t have a whole lot of parks, so park facilities 
are really at a premium around here. 

Q. what is your role as director?
A. Really and truly, it’s just helping to keep everybody 
moving. I provide leadership for the staff and also work on 
the planning of the future parks. We’re really trying to provide 
enough park facilities to serve our existing community.

Q. How is the department working to satisfy 
residents’ recreational needs?
A. We offer summer programs and sports camps, have an 
after-school program that runs year round and run the youth 
basketball program. In addition, we’re members of the Texas 
Amateur Athletics Federation. We register teams with that so 
they can participate in the regional or state tournament. We 
have offered adult softball in the past, and we’re working with 
the school district to use their facilities so we can start some 
other classes. 

Q. Do you have plans to build a recreation center?
A. Right now the city is working a little bit with the YMCA 
and school district to [determine] the need, but our master plan 
doesn’t call for the city to do that, at least for another five years. 
It doesn’t mean it can’t happen before that, but affordability is 
tough right now. 

Q. what skills are good to have?
A. You’ve got to have great people skills, and you have to 
educate the community.

Q. what is the biggest challenge Hutto faces?
A. The education — understanding what a parks and rec 
department does. Because there are a lot of people that think 
you need ‘X’ to take care of people’s recreational needs. You don’t 
necessarily need a rec center, but you need a good agreement 
between the city and the schools to use the facilities. Besides 
that, we always need money. Parks are always the last ones to get 
funded, but can have some of the greatest impact.

Q. what do people not know about you? 
A. I used to be a competitive swimmer in Illinois. (I’ve lived in 
Texas since ’84.) I did all the races.

Parks and recreation Director
Hired: February 2006
experience: Assistant director of 
recreation for the City of Georgetown 
Family: Married with two daughters
Contact info: 930-3542, 
kgarrett@georgetowntx.org
web site: http://parks.georgetown.org

Public works Director*
Hired: June 2007
*Taylor has no parks and recreation director.

experience: Director of Public Works for 
Cockrell Hill in Dallas, also worked for the 
cities of McKinney and DeSoto
Family: Married with four children
Contact info: 352-3633, 
danny.thomas@ci.taylor.tx.us
web site: www.ci.taylor.tx.us

Q. what does the parks and recreation 
department do?
A. It plans and organizes recreation and provides parks for 
the community. It all has to do with quality of life — that’s 
what we’re here for. We let people take up a hobby, try new 
things, relieve stress and spend time with their families.

Q. what is your role as director?
A. I oversee the department’s daily activities and implement 
policies and procedures. I do a lot of special projects, such 
as the recreation center expansion and overseeing the trail 
projects. I’m usually involved in the grant process and in any 
big repairs.

Q. How is the department working to satisfy 
residents’ recreational needs?
A. We’re expanding the recreation center, which is a big 
need we’re filling. It was approved in the bond election in 
2004. We’re also redoing our parks master plan, which will 
guide us in what we do for the next five to seven years. Part 
of that is getting citizen input.

Q. what is your parks and recreation philosophy?
A. We maintain the facilities with safety always in mind. We 
try to cater to the community in what their choices or needs 
are. We try to produce that for them so they will enjoy the 
place that we prepare for them.

Q. what is your role in overseeing the parks and 
recreation?
A. I wear a lot of hats. [I oversee] basically everything 
but fire, police and animal control. The water department, 
infrastructure, streets, storm sewer, the drainage system, 
the sanitary sewer, the airport, cemetery, Moody Museum, 
fleet maintenance, all of the big buildings, refuse — we’re 
responsible for that, all of the maintenance and upkeep and 
budgeting for those facilities and departments.

Q. How is the department working to satisfy 
residents’ recreational needs?
A. Customer service is one thing we emphasize that we 
want to cater to. We have the baseball leagues and pony 
league and the events the Jaycees put on, like the Rattlesnake 
Roundup. We furnish the facilities for them to carry those 
things out. 

Q. what amenity is Georgetown best known for? 
A. Our trail system. It goes along a lot of scenic areas in 
Georgetown and takes people along the San Gabriel River. 

Q. what upcoming projects are planned?
A. The rec center expansion is a big one. It’s a year-long 
project that everyone is kind of focusing on. We did a lot of 
little projects last year. The next big project will come from the 
new master plan, which comes out late this summer.

Q. what is the biggest challenge Georgetown faces?
A. Keeping up with the growth and demand. We have a lot 
of people coming here, a lot of citizens demanding services 
— more parks, more open spaces, more ball fields. We need a 
new park like San Gabriel Park. And the trails — people always 
want to know where we’re going with them, which direction 
we’re going next. 

Q. what’s something people don’t know about you? 
A. A lot of people don’t know about my running. I’ve run nine 
marathons and have only been doing it five years.
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community    profile

Q. what amenity is taylor best known for?
A. Right now I guess it would be the swimming pools, both 
at Robinson and Murphy. I’m really touched by Liberty Park 
that’s in front of the swimming pool at Murphy. When the sports 
complex [East Williamson County Regional Park] arrives, that 
will be the crown jewel for Taylor. I’m really excited about that.

Q. what is the biggest challenge taylor faces?
A. The growth of the city. It’s a continuous process and we have 
the [East Williamson County Higher Education Center] project 
that’s fixing to kick off. That’s going to be a major shot in the arm 
for the higher education project. I think it will have a big impact. 

Q. what skills are good to have?
A. Common sense. You can’t learn it in a classroom. You can 
go to some horticultural or gardening classes, but to maintain a 
facility like this, it just takes experience. [Another good skill to 
have is] the capacity for abstract thought — you need to use your 
thought process on a regular basis.

Q. where would we find you on the weekends? 
A. I love playing with my grandkids. They mean the world to me.


