
Hutto: Fastest-growing city in the state
by Shannon Colletti

When former Hutto mayor and long-time resident Mike 
Fowler arrived in Hutto 30 years ago, the town had a popu-
lation of 500. There were no stoplights or stop signs and 
just one school, now known as the “old middle school.” 
The gin and grain co-ops were flourishing. City business 
was often conducted on butcher paper at the only grocery 
store/meat market, which then-mayor Ed Schmidt ran.

“When I moved here, there was very little in the way of 
services, very few things that you could do,” Fowler said. 
“It was a very small rural community that had a lot of great 
people and character associated with it.”

Today Hutto has numerous stoplights and stop signs and 
six schools. The co-ops, long-since closed, might reopen 
for more applicable uses. 

But, perhaps most importantly, Hutto today has more 
than 17,200 residents, according to city estimates. Last 
summer, the U.S. Census Bureau determined, based on 
statistical data from July 2000 to July 2006, that Hutto is 
the fastest growing city in the state of Texas with a growth 
rate of 665.7 percent. Most of the growth has occurred in 
the past seven years.

“We now have a chance of being a sustainable commu-
nity,” Fowler said. “Growth doesn’t happen by itself. You’ve 
got to actively cultivate it. I think Hutto has done a good 

job of working with builders and developers to encour-
age not only residential but commercial and light indus-
trial growth. Next, we need to create more primary jobs to 
where we are sustainable and people can work here.”
Reasons Hutto has grown

Fowler attributed the current population growth spike 
mainly to geography.

“I think we have been fortunate enough to be well placed,” 
Fowler said. “In real estate, they say it’s all about location, 
location, location. We’re eight miles from everywhere: 
Round Rock/Pflugerville, Taylor, Jonah. We also now have 
the proximity to Bergstrom International Airport.”

Without good roads and the ability to be mobile, how-
ever, location is somewhat of a moot point.

“The biggest thing that has helped us grow is State High-
way 130 and the knowledge it was coming,” Fowler said. 
The Texas Department of Transportation announced plans 
for the new toll road in the late ’90s.

Many people are also quick to point out the strong repu-
tation of Hutto’s school district and its competitively priced 
housing market.

“From my perspective, we’ve experienced exponential 
growth in Hutto because of the quality of our schools,” said 
Scott Martinez, economic development corporation exec-
utive director. “We’ve seen a lot of younger families move 
[here] because our schools are really good.  Hutto is one of 
those great areas where the homes are affordable and the 
schools are good, and if you’re a young family just starting 
out, it’s a pretty good scenario.”

Story highlightS

• Leaders cite proximity to austin, improved mobiLity 
from toLL 130, good schooLs and affordabLe housing 
as reasons for hutto's recent rapid growth

• city and county growth expected to continue
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How preserving a historic downtown can positively affect a city’s future
by Shannon Colletti

Almost three years ago, Bev and Don 
Adam, owners of Sweet Serendipity, pur-
chased a historic building downtown on 
the square. They had decided it was time 
their thriving candy business had a store-
front. But the previously vacant, 111-year-
old building needed work — a lot of work.

The couple took advantage of George-
town’s Main Street Program. Bev ap-
proached the program’s manager, went 
over her options with the appropriate city 
groups and experts and applied for Main 
Street funding. 

As a result, the couple received more 

w w w . i m p a c t n e w s . c o m
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Before After

In 1982, the Mileham Building, located on Austin Avenue in the square, had fallen into a state of 
disrepair (left). When Bev and Donald Adam bought the building in 2005, they used funds from 
Georgetown's Main Street Program to do major renovations.

than $7,000 in matching funds to do the 
necessary renovations, such as roof repairs, 
window and trim replacement, adding sig-
nage and painting, on their newly acquired 
building.

“It’s a wonderful program to help revital-
ize the downtown area,” she said. “It’s ex-
pensive to do a renovation, so if you can get 
funds from some place to assist you, it’s less 
out-of-pocket expense.”

Bev believes in the program so much 
that she is now serving a second term on 
the Main Street Advisory Board.

This year, Georgetown celebrated its 25th 

anniversary of becoming a Main Street City 
and more than a quarter century of active 
downtown revitalization. 

“Georgetown is a model [Main Street] 
community,” said Debra Farst, coordina-
tor for the Texas Main Street Program, a 

part of the Texas Historical Commission. 
“They’ve done a really good job maintain-
ing what they’ve got and enhancing it over 
time.” 
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Growth facts:

• According to City of Hutto projections,
  its population will reach 60,000 by 2030.

• The current population of Williamson
  County is estimated at 353,000 and
  represents more than 40% growth since
  the 2000 U.S. Census. 

• From 2002 to 2007, more miles of
  highways were under construction in
  Williamson County, and for more money,
  than in any county in the United States.

• The Capital Area Metropolitan Planning
  Organization projects that by 2035 
  Williamson County’s population will
  exceed 1 million and will have surpassed
  Travis County’s current population. 

Georgetown’s Main Street Program
celebrates 25 years of success 
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St. David’s HealthCare offers fi ve fully staffed ERs in the greater Austin area, each with a nationally accredited Chest Pain 

Center.  At North Austin, Round Rock and Georgetown hospitals, our ERs stand ready with board-certifi ed emergency 

medicine specialists and the depth of over 1,300 physicians. In an emergency, make sure you choose a St. David’s ER.

Find a St. David’s ER or doctor at: StDavids.com or (512) 478-DOCS.

We have the doctors you want.

St . Dav id ’s  Nor th  Aus t in  Med ica l  Cente r  •  S t . Dav id ’s  Round  Rock  Med ica l  Cente r
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cently been named the site for the 
East Williamson County Higher 
Education Center. 

  Our coverage areas are 
represented in Washington, 
D.C., by U.S. Congressmen John 
Carter and Michael McCaul. Our 
publisher, editor and an assistant 
editor recently had an incredible 
opportunity to spend a day in the 
life of these U.S. Congressmen. We 
always strive to bring you local, 
useful information that you cannot 
find anywhere else, and I believe 
this feature is especially unique. 
Many residents do not even know 
who their Congressmen are, so our 
goal is to help you know them and 
better understand how their time 
is spent representing us.

  I hope you enjoy this holiday 
season with those who are impor-
tant to you. I am looking forward 
to a new year filled with exciting 
developments in Georgetown, 
Hutto and Taylor. Thank you for 
allowing us to be a part of it.

  Merry Christmas and happy 
holidays!

  I love this time of year when 
we take inventory of things for 
which we are thankful. At the top 
of my list are family and friends. 

  My grandparents recently 
moved back to the area for the 
winter. My “Mahgee” is 87 years 
old and still makes an amazing 
Thanksgiving dinner, complete 
with homemade pies. I also en-
joyed the dance moves and story 
telling of my 2-year-old niece over 
the holiday. After spending the 
past few Thanksgivings living in 
Fort Worth, Atlanta and Nashville, 
it is good to be home.

  Quality of life in Williamson 
County is something most people 
here are thankful for, and this 
month, we are highlighting some 
of the reasons. Georgetown’s 
downtown square and Main Street 
program have made an incredible 
impact on the city. Hutto has a 
very different downtown makeup, 
but certainly has an amazing draw, 
making it the fastest-growing city 
in the state. And Taylor has re-
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Georgetown ISD hires new superintendent
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The Temple College Board of Trustees voted unanimously 
Nov. 19 to move forward to approve selecting Taylor as the site for 
the East Williamson County Higher Education Center.

The multi-institutional center will be built on Carlos Parker Bou-
levard (Hwy. 79) at the intersection of Hwy. 973 and will provide 
classes initially taught by Temple College and Texas State Technical 
College-Waco for middle college, post-secondary and workforce 
training. Other educational institutions are expected to join the 
center later. One that is already exploring the possibility is Tarleton 
State University-Central Texas.

The Georgetown ISD Board of Trustees unanimously voted Nov. 
8 to hire Dr. Abbe Boring as superintendent/CEO. 

Boring’s most recent experience was as superintendent/CEO of 
public schools in Bartow County, Ga. She also served as chief aca-
demic officer and senior advisor to the superintendent/CEO for the 
DeKalb County, Ga. public schools 
for three years. She also spent four 
years as deputy superintendent for 
instruction in the public schools of 
Birmingham, Ala. 

Boring also has experience in 
Texas as an educator and admin-
istrator. Her Texas tenure spans 
17 years. Boring will begin in the 
district Jan. 2.

As Community Impact begins the process of redesigning our Web site, we are 
looking for a full-time Lead Programmer Analyst. Candidates should have three 
or more years of Web development experience with a strong background in PHP. 
For more information, please go to www.impactnews.com/jobs or contact 
jwickett@impactnews.com.

Dr. Abbe Boring and 
board president Brad Smith

  EmploymEnt opportunity
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by bEth WadE

Bookstore promotes local authors, reading
While visiting college friends in Georgetown, Margarite 

Holt and her husband noticed a storefront on the square 
that was empty and immediately took an interest. 

“We knew we wanted to live here and retire here, but we 
both still had active careers in New York,” Holt said. “So, I 
went to the American Book Sellers Association and went 
to a two-week school there. They told me how to set up 
a store, got me in touch with the wholesalers and every-
thing. I came back and opened up the store. It has been a 
learning experience ever since.”

In 1995, Hill Country Bookstore opened its doors. Her 
first five years in business, Holt ran the operation from 
New York with the help of a store manager. It was after 
the stress of Y2K that she retired from her work at a data 
processing firm and moved to Georgetown full time, she 
said. The inspiration to run a bookstore came from Holt’s 
love of reading. 

“If you have a good experience reading, you can always 
change the topic,” Holt said. “First you have to learn read-
ing is fun.”

Holt’s best-selling sections are children’s books, which 
she tries to keep stocked with award-winning authors, 
and Texana, a selection of books all about Texas.

“All of our employees here are great readers. They love 
to read, they enjoy books, they enjoy good stories,” she 

said. “We are always sharing what we’ve read. We may not 
have the book. We may have to order it because we don’t 
carry as big a stock as Barnes and Noble, but we will be 
able to tell you about it or recommend something similar.”

The bookstore offers a selection of local authors and 
best sellers. However, Holt’s best-sellers list can be dif-
ferent from the best-sellers list at larger book chains, she 
said.

“As a small independent bookstore, I carry things on 
my shelves that you won’t see everywhere else. I use a 
reference called Book Sense. It is a survey of thousands of 
small independent book sellers across the U.S.A., and they 
put together their own recommendations,” Holt said. “I 
like it because I want them to be exposing our readers to 
a slightly different set of information than what is being 
dictated by the big boys.”

When taking classes at the ABSA, Holt was told there 
were eight things to look for in a good bookstore location. 
Georgetown had six of the eight, including an expanding 
population, a good library and a university, she said.

“I did look at Salado originally because Salado had a 
better reputation than Georgetown, as far as a marketing 
point of view,” Holt said. “But, Georgetown had this beau-
tiful downtown, beautiful setting, so I picked George-
town, and I’m happy I did. It’s worked out really well.” 

georgetown business - hill countr y bookstore

Owner Margarite Holt
• Love is a Wild Assault by Elithe Hamilton Kirkland
• Anything written by Sena Jeter Naslund
• The Long Walk by Slavomir Rawicz
• Follow the River by James Alexander Thom
• The Giving Tree by Shel Silverstein

margarite holt’s favorites

®

 

COME SEE US AT OUR NEW LOCATION!
3415 WILLIAMS, SUITE 150 

512.930.7246
HOURS: MONDAY – FRIDAY 7AM-6PM

SATURDAY 8AM-3PM; CLOSED SUNDAY

Hill Country Paint

®

512.863.8445
512.535.2108 Austin Toll Free

40218 Industrial Park Circle • Georgetown
www.carolwoolf.com • www.cwg.artmystyle.com
9-6 / Tue-Sat • 12-3 / Sun • Closed Mon

WALL MOULDING  distributor

Decorate your home for the holidays
with an affordable masterpiece!

hill Country Bookstore
719 s. main st., georgetown

869-4959

Closer Look
         Local Business 

• The Rainbow Fish by Marcus Pfister
• Twilight, New Moon and Eclipse by Stephanie Meyer
• The Speed of Dark by Elizabeth Moon*
• Land of Good Water by Clara Stearns Scarbrough*
                                                                               *local author

University Ave.

7th St.

8th St. S. A
ustin A

ve.

S. M
ain St.

Hill Country
Bookstore

I-35
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News or questions about Georgetown? E-mail scolletti@impactnews.com.

1  New ownership for sports bar
The Loading Dock, 708 S. Austin Ave., re-opened in 
September under new ownership and with a new menu. 
The restaurant serves weekly lunch specials and is open 
Monday-Friday 11 a.m.-midnight; Saturday 11 a.m.-
1 a.m. and Sunday noon-10 p.m. Happy hour is seven 
days a week, 4 p.m.-6 p.m. and 9 p.m.-10 p.m., with $1 off 
all bar drinks. For more information, call 864-2100.

2  Luxury pet care
Zoot Pet Hospital + Luxury Boarding, 3981 W. Hwy. 29, 
will open summer 2008 and include a small and exotic 
pet hospital, luxury pet accommodations, dog suites and 
cat condos. The 13,000 sq. ft. facility is located on 4 acres 
and will include 1,900 sq. ft. of covered patios. For more 
information, call 864-ZOOT or visit www.zootpets.com. 

3  Paint store expansion
Benjamin Moore Paints relocated to a larger store on 
Dec. 1. The new location at 3415 Williams Drive, Ste. 150 
will be more of a color and design store. The store is open 
Monday-Friday 7 a.m.-6 p.m.; Saturday 8 a.m.-3 p.m. and 
closed Sunday. For more information, call 930-7246.

4  Breakfast with Santa
The Georgetown Fire Dept. and Sun City Rotary Club 
will host a breakfast with Santa Dec. 8 at Fire Station 1, 
301 Industrial Ave. at 8 and 10 a.m. Tickets are $6. Pro-
ceeds benefit families in need. For more information, call 
930-3473. 

5  Courthouse rededication
Williamson County will celebrate the newly restored 
Williamson County Courthouse, 710 S. Main St., at a 
rededication ceremony Dec. 8, beginning at 11 a.m. The 
courthouse will be open for tours along with free enter-
tainment and refreshments until 3 p.m. For more infor-
mation, call 943-1663 or visit www.wilcogov.org. 

6  Home tour
The Georgetown Heritage Society’s Holiday Home Tour 
in historic Georgetown features some restored homes 
located in the downtown area. The tour will be Dec. 8 
and 9 from noon until 5 p.m. Tickets are $10 and will be 
on sale at the Georgetown Visitor Center, Hill Country 
Bookstore and Sun City Community Association office. 
Tickets can be purchased at each participating home and 
the hospitality center at Grace Heritage Center, 811 South 
Main St., during the tour. For more information, call 
869-8597 or visit www.georgetownheritagesociety.com. 

7  Builders association
The Georgetown Area Builders Association has a new 
showroom at 1013 W. University Blvd., Ste. 315 in Wolf 
Ranch. The organization allows local builders and com-
munity affiliates to promote new home construction and 
real estate developments to the general public. The GABA 
celebrated its grand opening with a ribbon cutting Nov. 8. 
For more information, call 868-8885.

8  Bowl-a-rama
Mel’s Lone Star Lanes will open in February or March 
at 1010 N. Austin Ave. and offer 40 lanes of bowling, 
including 28 lanes in the Family Entertainment Center 
and 12 more “boutique lanes” in the sports bar area. The 
alley will also have four party rooms with retractable walls 
for different size parties, a 3,000 sq. ft. arcade, lockers, 
full-size kitchen, large snack bar, satellite mini bar and a 
separate sports bar. For more information, call 971-0595.

9  More apartments to rent
Georgetown is now home to Cypress Creek at River 
Bend Apartment Homes, 120 River Bend Drive, which 
celebrated its grand opening Nov. 15. The one-, two-, 
three- or four-bedroom apartments range in size from 
708 to 1,366 sq. ft. For more information, call 930-7676 
or visit www.cypresscreekapartments.com. 

10 Senior living
A low-income, tax credit rental community, San Gabriel 
Senior Village, 2101 Railroad St., celebrated its grand 
opening Dec. 6. The housing for individuals 55 and older 
includes one and two bedrooms with eight different floor 
plans. For more information, call 864-9475 or visit 
www.sangabrielseniors.com.   

11 City needs volunteers
The City of Georgetown is seeking volunteers to fill 65 
vacant or expiring positions on 18 city council-appointed 
boards and commissions. The deadline to apply is Jan. 
11. Descriptions of each board or commission can be 
found at www.georgetown.org/boards/index.php. Ap-
plications are available at www.georgetown.org/forms 
with hard copies at City Hall, 113 E. Eighth St. or at the 
Georgetown Public Library, 402 W. Eighth St. For more 
information, call 930-3651.

12 Banking options
Wachovia celebrated its grand opening at its new 
branch, 4505 Williams Drive, Nov. 27. The full-service 
branch offers drive-thru lanes, ATMs and several open-
ing day specials ending Jan. 31. For more information, 
call 863-0442 or visit www.wachovia.com.

Annual gift distribution
Established in 1992 to serve families who do not get help 
from other agencies, Just Because Christmas Project is 
seeking sponsors and volunteers to participate in its an-
nual gift distribution. Donations of clothes, gifts, money 
and food are needed by Dec. 14 and can be dropped 
off at St. Williams Catholic Church parish hall, 1000 
McNeil Road. Families who qualify for aid from Blue or 
Brown Santa, but live outside their distribution areas, 
qualify to receive help from Just Because. For more 
information, call Tino Hernandez at 259-5746 or e-mail 
tinojbcp@aol.com.
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This home, built in 1908, is located on Seventh Street and is 
part of the home tour.

Mayor Gary Nelon, property manager Angela McClure, 
owner Stuart Shaw and chamber president Mel Pendland
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by bEth WadE

Owner Florence Winkler

Das Winkler Haus has been a resting place for travelers, a 
getaway for couples, the site of weddings and other celebra-
tions, but owner Florence Winkler calls it home.

Winkler purchased the historic building and began 
operation of the bed and breakfast in 1997 with the help of 
her daughter Sarah. 

Since that date, Winkler has helped plan weddings and 
parties and take care of her guests, tasks she takes great 
pride in, she said. 

“I feel like the mother and the grandmother because I get 
to take care of people,” Winkler said.

Built in 1890, Das Winkler Haus was originally the home 
of Swedish banker Harry Mauritz, Winkler said. 

The business was named in honor of Winkler’s late 
husband, George, who was killed in a car accident before its 
opening. Both have German heritage.

Winkler now runs the bed and breakfast on her own, 
with occasional help from her daughter. Winkler’s daily 
tasks include serving formal breakfast at the guests’ leisure, 
cleaning the kitchen and dishes, performing maid du-
ties and overall care of the bed and breakfast. Because 
she works alone, Winkler limits the number of guests she 
accomodates.

“Since I am by myself, I gear to what I can handle,” she 

said. “You get into another area if you want to have more 
guests. Then you are going to have to have staff and make 
sure you have the guests, so the momentum builds out. This 
is fine for me and I like it, and a lot of the guests like it.”

Winkler has two rooms she regularly opens for guest 
stays. The Grande Room, marketed as a honeymoon suite, 
has a king-sized bed and private bathroom. 

The East Room has a queen bed and daybed with trundle 
for traveling families, Winkler said.

Winkler offers children’s tea parties and adult high tea. 
The children’s party includes a tour of the home and a dress-
up section that allows the children an opportunity to choose 
formal attire and jewelry for the event. A fashion show, 
photo opportunities and tea and goodies follow. The bed 
and breakfast can also host special events.

“[I’ve met] just the nicest people. People always say, ‘Aren’t 
you afraid?’ No, bed and breakfast people are not that type 
of people,” she said. “Usually there is some connection. 
Either so and so was here, or they’ve been here before. They 
are just nice people from everywhere.”

Winkler’s definition of bed-and-breakfast people is guests 
who enjoy the quiet of a bed and breakfast when compared 
to stays at larger hotels. Her guests have come from all over 
the country and as far away as Europe. 

hutto business - dAs wink ler hAus

Bed and breakfast more than just a place to lay your head

a  m e m o r a B l e  g U e s t  s to r y
One of Florence Winkler’s favorite guest memories is the time when 
a husband called to place a reservation to surprise his wife for 
their anniversary. About two weeks later, his wife called to set up 
reservations to surprise her husband. Winkler called the husband and 
told him his wife was trying to surprise him. They both really got a kick 
out of it and enjoyed their stay at Das Winkler Haus.
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Closer Look
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Das Winkler haus
203 N. FM 1660 , Hutto  •  759-5056

www.daswinklerhaus.com

1660

1660

1-800-MAXWELL
1-800-629-9355 or 512-218-5300 • www.MaxwellTrucks.com

Save Big on Our Huge Selection with

MAXWELL 

08 DODGE 
CARAVAN

08 CHRYSLER® 
TOWN & COUNTRY

MAXWELL is Minivan Country!

• MORE SAFETY
• MORE ROOM

• MORE MPG
MAXWELL 

TAYLOR

Taylor St.Farley St.
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by bEth WadE 

Before becoming a free-standing gift shop, Frills was a 
side venture of Mary Linda Hays and her husband, Harlan. 
After working in a different gift shop, she decided to add a 
gift shop to Harlan’s pharmacy, Hays Hometown Pharmacy, 
in 1995. 

Ten years later, after selling the pharmacy, Frills took 
over the space and expanded into a full-size store.

“[Frills] is a collaboration of everyone that works here. 
They are very talented,” Hays said. “People are always tell-
ing me, ‘You have such an eye for things, or you do a good 
job,’ but it is not me. It is the women who work here, who I 
have been lucky enough to have come on board with me.”

Hays and her husband travel to market in Dallas at least 
four times a year and occasionally go to market out of state 
to New York, Atlanta and Las Vegas. Several of her staff 
members have also traveled to market to help select items 
for her store, she said.

 “We try to find things that no one else in town carries, 
so that you have a bigger variety of things to shop for here 
in Taylor,” Hays said. “Everything that’s here, we’ve hand-
picked. All the gourmet products, we’ve sampled before we 
sell them here. The women who work here do the displays. 
[The women] are just the biggest part of this business.”

As a sponsor of Taylor’s, “Why Taylor? Buy Taylor” shop 
local campaign, Hays encourages residents to buy from 
stores in Taylor. Her business tries not to compete with 
other local vendors, she said. 

“I try to incorporate things you don’t find anywhere else 
in Taylor,” she said. “When The Children’s Shop closed, we 
expanded our baby section. When another clothing shop 
closed, we added the clothing. We weren’t in competition 
with those stores before. We do carry costume jewelry and 
those kinds of things, but we don’t get into anything that 
would conflict with the local jeweler. We try really hard to 
bring in things that we need in Taylor.”

Each spring, Frills hosts a style show and luncheon that 
benefits the American Cancer Society’s Relay for Life. In 
October, the store hosted a garage sale that brought in 
$1,700 for the Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer Foundation.

“We try to do a lot of things that are community oriented 
and help the community,” Hays said. “We try to be com-
munity involved. I think the community is helping us to be 
in business; we need to give back to the community. If you 
live in a small town or any town, you need to give back. You 
can’t just live in it and not give back to it.”

M
ain St.

Talbot St.

3rd St.

4th St.

2nd St.

Pharmacy gift shop grows into its own 

g i f t  s e l e C t i o n s
Brighton accessories
Candles/home fragrance
Children and baby items
Collegiate
Gourmet foods 
Home décor

Frills

Closer Look
 Local Business 

Owner Mary Linda Hays   95

79
BUS

frills
201 W. fourth st., taylor

352-5518

tAylor business - frills

Fresenius Medical Care

FM 1431

Lakeline B
lvd.

B
agdad Rd.

1201 North Lakeline Blvd.
Cedar Park, TX 78613

512-259-1329

Cedar Park
Now Accepting 

patients!

1499 E. Old Settlers Blvd
Round Rock, TX 78664

512-671-8012
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Round Rock

Convenient locations 
to meet your needs

New Dialysis 
Center in 

Cedar Park

Regular Hours: Monday-Saturday: 10am-5pm
Sunday: 1pm-4pm

   “Kid Helpers” will be   
      waiting to help your 
        child choose the 
        perfect affordable
          gift!

Kid’s ShoppingKid’s Shopping

No Grown-Ups Allowed!

at Handcrafts Unlimitedat Handcrafts Unlimited

On the Square in Historic Downtown Georgetown  104 W. 8th St.  869-1812

Bland’s JewelersBland’s Jewelers
• Shop Bland’s for all your Christmas needs!

• Large selection of diamond & gemstone jewelry
• Check out our  60% off case! (changes daily)

302 North Main
In downtown Taylor, TX

Your hometown jeweler since 
1984 Quality jewelry, Seiko watches 

and motion clocks, also Pulsar watches 
Experts in the art of jewelry & watch 
repair Have your jewelry cleaned & 

checked, free while you wait.
Open 

Monday thru 
Friday 

9 to 5 pm &
Saturday 
9 to 1 pm

Appointments 
available 
352-5097

Inspirational gifts
Jewelry
Stationery/cards/paper goods
Western gifts
Women’s clothing
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News or questions about Hutto or Taylor? 
E-mail scolletti@impactnews.com.
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1  Public works office moves
The City of Hutto's Public Works 
administrative office moved to its new 
location Nov. 1 at 401A W. Front St., 
which is the annex behind city hall. Its 
old office will become the service center. 
Contact public works at 759-4016.

City receives TML award
Mayor Ken Love accepted the Texas 
Municipal League’s City-County Part-
nership Award on behalf of the City of 
Hutto in conjunction with representatives 
of Williamson County, Cedar Park, Round 
Rock and Leander at the Texas Municipal 
League’s Annual Conference in Dallas 
Nov. 7. This award is for the joint coopera-
tion on the Williamson County Regional 
Animal Shelter project.  

2  Martial arts training
Hutto TaeKwonDo Plus opened on 
Oct. 1 in Hutto at 636 W. Front St., Ste. 
500 in MayC’s plaza. Owners Mark 
and Karen Hatchett offer family classes 
and individual classes. Contact them at 
846-1112 and visit www.huttotkdplus.com. 

3  County office relocates
After being located in Taylor for years, the 
office of Williamson County’s Precinct 
IV Commissioner moved to Hutto in 
mid-November. The new office is located 
at 350 Exchange Blvd. “I really hate leaving 
Taylor,” current Commissioner Ron 
Morrison said, “but I look forward to the 
office in Hutto because I have so many 
meetings in Austin, Round Rock and 
Georgetown. ”

4  Shake your booty
Hutto Dance, Tumble-N-Cheer Academy 
moved into the old El Poblanito building 
at 301 West St. Sept. 1. Owner Memry 
Gregory offers lessons in ballet, tap, jazz, 
hip hop, tumbling and cheerleading. For 
more information, call 590-2861.

5   Gifts left to buy?
The first-of-its-kind Hutto Co-Op Holi-
day Market is open Dec. 15 from 10 a.m. 
until 5 p.m. at the silos on Hwy. 79. At-
tendees can enjoy shopping, food and live 
performances at the event, sponsored by 
the City of Hutto and community orga-
nizations. Admission is free. For vendor 
information, call 759-3731 before Dec. 11.

1  Free holiday concert
The Williamson County Symphony 
Orchestra will perform Dec. 14 at 7:30 
p.m. at Taylor High School with no cost 
for admission. For more information, visit 
www.williamsoncountysymphonyorchestra.org
and see story on page 23. 

2008 Main Street Cities 
receive recognition
The Texas Historical Commission and the 
National Trust for Historic Preservation 
recently recognized Taylor as one of the 
59 National Main Street Cities in Texas. 
Georgetown was also among the cities 
honored at the recent conference in Fort 
Worth. For additional information about 
THC’s Main Street Program, visit 
www.thc.state.tx.us.

Taylor Main Street Coordinator Tracy Terry, 
Taylor Main Street Manager Jean Johnson and 
Texas Main Street Program State Coordinator 
Debra Farst 

TEDC hires consultant
Jason Ford of Nexus Economics began 
working with the Taylor Economic Devel-
opment Corporation Oct. 29 to provide 
staff support services to the TEDC office. 
Ford previously worked with the Greater 
Austin Chamber of Commerce and the 
Oxford-Lafayette County (Mississippi) 
Chamber of Commerce. For more infor-
mation, contact TEDC at 352-4325.

2  Citizens Police Academy
The Taylor Police Department is accept-
ing applications for its Citizens Police 
Academy. Topics include patrol tactics, 
crime scene investigation, S.W.A.T., hos-
tage negotiations and firearms. Classes run 
from Jan. 17 until Apr. 24. Applications are 
available at the police department at 500 S. 
Main St. or online at www.ci.taylor.tx.us.
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3  Taylor to be EWCHEC site
On Nov. 19, the Temple College Board of 
Trustees selected Taylor to be the site of 
the new East Williamson County Higher 
Education Center. The Taylor community 
will purchase 70 acres from the Debus 
tract as the site for EWCHEC, install utili-
ties, finance and build the Phase 1 building 
and explore sources of funding for future 
expansion. Cost of Phase 1 is estimated at 
$6.23 million. Taylor entities will work in 
partnership with Temple College and Tex-
as State Technical College-Waco on this 
endeavor. For more information, contact 
EWCHEC at 365-2787, visit 
www.ewchec.com or see the web story at 
www.impactnews.com.

4  A bigger, better Bealls
The department store recently moved to 
a 24,000 sq. ft. building in Taylor Plaza at 
3116 N. Main St. Several spaces in Taylor 
Plaza are still available for lease. Bealls 
had its ribbon cutting Nov. 15. Contact 
Bealls at 352-5573. 

5  Good news for your car
Sun Shades will open at 500 W. Second St. 
in early December. Owner Jodie Moreno 
offers window tinting, stereo installation, 
headliners, installation of auto televisions, 
DVDs, amplifiers and speakers. For more 
information, call 352-1919.

Building Homes, Building Lives

512-863-4344 www.williamsonhabitat.org

305 N. Main
Taylor, TX 76574

(512) 352-8964
Fax: (512) 352-3402

taylorsporting@sbcglobal.net

taylorsportinggoods.com

Personalize your 
Holiday gifts here!

bags, blankets, 
shirts, etc. 

just in time for 
Christmas.

We  

Community development director Matthew 
Lewis, parks and recreation director Mike 
Hemker, city secretary Debbie Chelf, assistant 
city manager Joni Clarke, city manager Ed 
Broussard, operations manager Scot Stromsness, 
finance director Laurie Brewer, Mayor Ken Love, 
council member David Beiger, Mayor Pro Tem 
Debbie Holland, council members Tina Slaton 
and Ronnie Quintanilla-Perez
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Nothing says “holidays” like the warm, festive glow of candlelight. 
To help you illuminate your celebrations, IKEA has a dazzling 
array of candles to choose from. You’ll also find more bright      
ideas for the season, including fantastic decorating suggestions 
at wonderfully low prices. You’ve already got the holiday spirit, 
now it’s time to put your home in the mood.

SALONG vases

Mouth-blown glass.  
H7¾". Red 501.198.36
H12¼". Red 801.153.99

FLORERA block candles

79¢
to $199

All is calm,
all is bright.

REG $149-$249

Paraffin/vegetable wax. D1½".
500.979.95

GLIMMA tealights

$299
/100pk

Three-ply quality. W15¾xL15¾". 
Blue 400.609.35. Green 100.609.32.  
Red 000.415.24. Yellow 000.415.19.  
Orange 901.138.18. Cerise 101.138.17.

ROTERA lantern for tealight 

                  
 $499 

Suitable for both indoor and outdoor 
use. Galvanized steel and glass. 

H8¼". 264.722.00

Paraffin/vegetable wax.
Asst. red 701.163.99 
Asst. brown 201.139.73 
H7". Beige 401.139.72  
Asst. orange 901.164.02
H5". Yellow 901.163.98

$699

$899

FANTASTISK  
paper napkins

$199/50pk
IKEA STOCKHOLM bowl

$2999

Stainless steel. 
Handwash only.  
D16½". 901.100.61

Offer on featured products valid Dec 1 to Dec 31, 2007. Offer  
valid in IKEA Round Rock only, one per customer. All textiles shown 
are imported. Valid on in-stock merchandise only, while supplies 
last. Remember! Never leave a burning candle unattended.  
© Inter IKEA Systems B.V. 2007.  

GET $20 OFF
 when your purchase is $100 or more.

RESTAURANT OFFER
Swedish Meatballs

$429 /10 pcs

www.IKEA-USA.comJust fill out this coupon and give it to your IKEA cashier at time of purchase!
YES! Please email me updates and information about IKEA ROUND ROCK.

One coupon per customer. No rain checks. Offer valid only at IKEA ROUND ROCK. Valid on in-stock merchandise and custom 
orders only. This offer has no cash value, is in local currency and is not valid with any other promotion or on previous purchases. 
Discount is applied before tax. Coupon cannot be duplicated. Offer valid Dec 7, 2007 – Jan 7, 2008. This is a limited-time offer. 
IKEA reserves the right to limit this offer. See store for details. IKEA CASHIER: Please handle as store coupon.

Name 

Address

City, State, ZIP

Email

Date    Phone

IKEA ROUND ROCK 
1 IKEA Way, Round Rock, TX 78664 
(512) 828-IKEA (4532)
Every day 10a-9p

Take I-35, exit 256  
University Boulevard

!A GREAT 
GIFT IDEA

IKEA-014_AustinAd_FNL.indd   1 11/26/07   5:13:46 PM
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1990 population: 
630

2006 population: 
17,227

hutto populAtion

Year

1990

2000

2001

2002

2003

2004

2005

2006

2007

Hutto pop. est.
Texas State Data Center

630*

1,250*

1,941

2,497

2,867

4,500

6,587

9,434 (9,572*)

11,201

Hutto pop. est.
City of Hutto

630*

1,250*

2,492

3,780

6,058

8,778

13,500

17,227 (9,572*)

n/a

Depending on the source, Hutto's estimated population varies, 
sometimes greatly. Nevertheless, one fact is consistent: the 
population has steadily increased over the past 17 years.

Note: For more information on the City of Hutto’s methodology, 
contact Hutto’s community development department at 
759-3479. For the Texas State Data Center’s methodology, visit 
the Texas State Data Center at http://txsdc.utsa.edu.

* U.S. Census Bureau data

= 100 people

How Hutto is addressing growth
“[Hutto] citizens should not look at [the current growth] 

as being a detriment or fear it eroding the family values 
that are deeply ingrained within the city of Hutto,” Mayor 
Ken Love said. “The growth will bring a number of positive 
things with regard to services and improvements with the 
schools and will bring a number of people who will be a 
part of the community and embrace it by volunteering.”

Matthew Lewis, Hutto’s community development direc-
tor, said the first thing the city did to address the apparent 
growth was to develop a comprehensive, growth-guidance 
plan. They started it in early 2005 and recently adopted it.

“We defined our boundaries and did a land use plan 
for those boundaries,” Lewis said. “We identified and geo-
graphically studied each area to see what the best land use 
would be.”

Next, city officials came up with a gateway overlay for 
the Toll 130 corridor. Lewis said they wanted to make sure 
growth in that area matched the land use plan but also cre-

Hutto growth
CONTINUED FROM |1

ated a higher standard of development than what is typi-
cal along highway frontage roads. He cited the Crossings 
of Carmel Creek, the 466-acre mixed-use, new urbanist 
development the city recently acquired, as an example of 
their vision.

Hutto leaders are also in the process of consolidating all 
of their city ordinances. They want one code to oversee all 
development standards. Thus, ordinances for zoning, sub-
division, landscaping, signs, etc. will get wrapped into one 
document so there are no inconsistencies or conflicting in-
formation, Lewis said.

Finally, decision makers are tackling the city’s infrastruc-
ture — the public systems and services that include power, 
water, wastewater, roadways and schools.

“If you don’t have the infrastructure with a boom like 
this, you’re really going to have problems sustaining and 
handling the amount of growth we’re having,” Lewis said. 
“We’re getting our water and wastewater infrastructure in 
place for the future so we’re not going to have to keep retro-
fitting our projects, but at the same time we’re not oversiz-
ing them to a magnitude that’s wasteful. All of our infra-
structure has been key in helping manage this growth.”
Growth in Williamson County

Williamson County Commissioner Ron Morrison, 
whose precinct includes Hutto, attributes the county’s 
growth to good school systems, solid and improving infra-
structure, employment opportunities and natural ameni-
ties, such as the lakes.

“The two things that will continue to spur Hutto growth,” 
he said, “are the schools and the new infrastructure. It’s just 
poised for explosive growth.”

His advice to Williamson County residents as everyone 
adapts to an ever-increasing population is to be patient as 
infrastructure is improved to handle the growth.

“We know [the growth] is coming, and we’re doing our 
best to stay up with it from a city, county and state stand-
point,” he said. “Every inconvenience you suffer on the 
highway is creating a convenience in the future.”

Lewis echoed his belief that managing growth goes be-
yond Hutto’s borders.

“What we’re trying to do is look at it regionally, not just 
from a Hutto standpoint,” he said. “Hutto is not in its own 
little eggshell. We have really good communication with all 
the other [regional] cities. I think that’s a key to managing 
Central Texas’ growth.”
The future

Many people predict the growth in Central Texas, in-
cluding Hutto, will continue over the next few decades, 
providing there is no cataclysmic event. Morrison said he 
believes the growth will spread eastward, toward Taylor 
and beyond.

“If they live east of Hutto, growth is headed their way,” he 
said. “It’s just a matter of time."

Martinez also indicated growth won’t be slowing down 
in the land of the hippos anytime soon.

“I see Hutto as the next frontier,” Martinez said. “I think 
Hutto definitely has a niche and a clear identity as far as be-
ing family friendly and business friendly. Right now we’re 
as successful as any community in the Austin market.”

“It has its positive sides, and it has some negatives sides, and 
that equals an awful lot of traffic. If we can get our infrastruc-
ture to accommodate this traffic, it will be wonderful. It brings 
people to an area that has been relatively ignored for a number 
of years. The growth that can help folks the most is commercial 
development. That would help absorb the tax load that is on 
rooftops. Some light industrial/commercial would be to our 
betterment.”

“You want it to be the right kind of growth. You want it to be 
business growth, not just all housing developments. Everything 
affects your taxes and everything affects your quality of life. You 
can’t just stay stagnant.”

“I think growth is a good thing, good for the economy. It affects 
everybody. There’s just more people coming in; actually, there’s 
just more of everything. People don’t have to drive as far to get 
to the places they want or things they want.”

“I think the growth is good, especially for somebody that’s in 
business. I also realize it is kind of a struggle for a lot of the enti-
ties involved to keep up with the growth. I think, considering 
as fast as Hutto is growing, all the entities involved — the city, 
EDC, chamber of commerce — I believe they’re all doing a great 
job. Growth is good, but it brings a lot of challenges.”

“I love the growth. I own a business here and think it’s great. I 
think Hutto is pretty neat because as fast as it’s growing, you 
can still come here and get to know everybody and still have 
the small-town feel. I think people should want to be involved 
to make sure the growth will still head the way everyone wants 
it to so that Hutto stays with the same feel as it has now.” 

Ed Schmidt 
Retired, former Hutto mayor 
Lived in Hutto 56 years

Thoughts on the growth

Jo Ann Kindinger
Owner, Merle Norman
Lived in Hutto 2 years

Becky Coe
Customer service rep, 
Capital Graphics
Worked in Hutto 7 ½ years

Ken Ludwig
Owner, Allstate agency
Worked in Hutto 4 ½ years

Chris Harris
Attorney, Harris & Schroeder
Lived in Hutto 1 year

204 East 8th St.Georgetown, TX
512-535-6143 • 877-662-2011

Good for one complimentary 
glass of house wine

Expires 12/30/07

Reserve now for 
New Year’s Eve! 

(prix fixe menu)

Full Lunch and
Dinner Service

Tuesday-Saturday
www.chantalsbistro.com

2007 Taste of Georgetown Awards
• Best Entrée   • People’s Choice

Holiday Closings: 
Christmas Eve, 

Christmas Day and 
New Years Day

Casual... Classy... Chantal’s
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CALL (512) 930-2299

We Carry All The Latest HD Plasmas And        
LCDs Including Pioneer Elite & Sony XBR
We O�er Free Consultation & On-site 
Evaluation for All Audio & Video Installations
Surround Sound & Whole House Audio 
Systems Using Paradigm, Denon, Pioneer,  
Yamaha and Bose
Georgetown’s Only Sony Platinum SES Service 
Center With 35 yrs of TV Repair Experience
We O�er Wall Mounting for Flat Panel 
Televisions.

Georgetown T.V. & Audio

SPECIAL OF THE MONTH

HWY 29

130
TO HUTTO

EXIT 261

XBR5 series features LCD flat panel display, Full HD 1080p, 
MotionflowTM 120Hz, and high gloss piano black finish. 

XBR5 series televisions represent the very best Sony has to 
offer in high definition viewing.

NEW!

 $4299.99  List Price
- $500.00 Sony Promo
- $303.00 In Store Rebate

= $3496.00

Your Holiday 
HDTV

Headquarters

Your Holiday 
HDTV

Headquarters

I-35

Papa Noel
14050 1/2 N. US 183, Austin
388-1110
Hours: daily, 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Pflugerville Optimist Club
Northeast corner of Third and Main streets,  
Pflugerville
251-9566; 923-3930
E-mail: AJEschberger@sbcglobal.net
Hours: Monday - Friday, 5 to 9 p.m., 
Saturday, 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.,
Sunday, 1 to 9 p.m.     

Red Barn Garden Center
12881 Pond Springs Road, Austin
335-8093
Hours: Monday - Thursday 9 a.m. to 7 p.m., 
Friday - Saturday 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. and 
Sunday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

Round Rock Gardens
901 Sam Bass Road, Round Rock
255-3353
Web site: http://roundrockgardens.com/
Hours: Monday - Friday 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Saturday 8 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
Sunday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Round Rock Sertoma Club 
Wells Fargo Bank front lot, 
505 Round Rock Ave., Round Rock
E-mail: information@rrsertoma.org
Hours: Monday - Friday, 5 p.m. to 9 p.m., 
Saturday, 9 a.m. to 9 p.m., Sunday, 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. 

Sam’s Handy Helpers
9804 FM 620, Austin
971-7011
Hours: daily, 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. 

Elgin Christmas Tree Farm
120 Nature’s Way, Elgin
281-5016 
E-mail: info@elginchristmastreefarm.com
Web site: www.elginchristmastreefarm.com 
Hours: Open until the weekend before Christmas, 
Monday - Saturday, 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. and 
Sunday, noon to 5:30 p.m.

Evergreen Farms Christmas Trees
242 Monkey Road, Elgin 
281-4833
E-mail: mbwalter@totalaccess.net
Web site: www.evergreen-farms.com
Hours: Monday - Friday, noon to dark and 
weekends, 9 a.m. to dark. 

Farmer’s Nursery, Inc.
1305 Leander Drive, Leander
259-4111
Web site: www.farmersnursery.com
Hours: Monday - Saturday, 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 

Loma Alta Christmas Tree Farm
214 Loma Alta Drive, Smithville
360-2005
E-mail: lomaalta@flash.net
Web site: www.flash.net/~lomaalta 
Hours: Open daily, 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 

McIntire’s Garden Center
303 Leander Road, Georgetown
863-8243
Web site: www.mcintiresgarden.com
Hours: Monday - Saturday, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.,  
Sunday, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Papa Noel
15501 N. RM 620, Austin
388-1110
Hours: daily, 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.

For more information about 
Christmas tree farms, visit 
www.texaschristmastrees.com.

Sam’s Handy Helpers
1901 E. Palm Valley Blvd., Round Rock
971-7011
Hours: daily, noon to 8 p.m. 

Santa’s Forest
533 S. Texas Ave., Milano
455-9361 
Hours: Monday - Friday 1 to 5:30 p.m. 
Saturday 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.  

The Silo Christmas Tree Farm
7617 McGregor Park Road, Temple
254-986-7988
E-mail: mrgarber@embarqmail.com 
Web site: 
www.texaschristmastrees.net/silofarm.htm
Hours: Monday - Friday, noon to dark; Saturday
and Sunday, 10 a.m. to dark until Dec. 23.

Where to find
Christmas trees
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www.firsttexas-gtwn.com

900 S. Austin Ave.
863-2567

5321 Williams Dr.
869-8910

721 Hwy. 183
778-5757

480 DelWebb Blvd.
864-0379

“““““It is so nice having people
who genuinely care about
us and knowing them all

by their first names.
They are like family.”

First Texas Bank ~ a dependable part of your team!

Why First Texas Bank?

Darren & Jana Hendricks, owners of Duke’s Smokehouse,
their wonderful team and their First Texas Bank team:

Mark Lehnick & Linda Kilpatrick

Darren & Jana Hendricks,
Owners

Darren & Jana Hendricks, owners of Duke’s Smokehouse,
their wonderful team and their First Texas Bank team:

Mark Lehnick & Linda Kilpatrick

highwAy expAnsion County  
Impact

In October, county commissioners 
Valerie Covey and Cynthia Long began 
looking at how much right-of-way might 
be needed to expand Hwy. 29 west from 
the intersection of D.B. Wood to the Bur-
net County line.

“We are planning ahead so development 
does not build up to the side of the road 
and there is room to grow when we need 
it,” Williamson County spokeswoman 
Connie Watson said.

An engineering firm has been hired and 
will begin work to determine how much 
right-of-way is needed and where. They 
will study 1,000 feet adjacent to the road-
way  to look at the impact the expansion 
will have on the environment. After the 
amount needed is determined, the county 
will proceed using the following steps to 
acquire the land needed for right-of-way.

The county decides there is a need to 
construct or expand a roadway.

An engineer is hired to figure out 
where the road should go or how 
wide the expansion should be. The 
engineer must be aware of existing 
homes, businesses or endangered 
species, including cave bugs, golden 
cheek warblers and other native 
animals. The right-of-way can range 
from 5 to 300 feet.

Once the alignment is established, 
the county contacts the property 
owners.

The county hires an appraiser who, 
after conferring with the property 
owner, determines the value of the 
land by using what are known as 
comparables, the value of properties 
sold nearby in recent past.

Hwy. 29 study to determine right-of-way acquisition
by beth Wade

The county appraiser determines the 
fair value of the property.

The county enters into negotiations 
with the owner and presents its offer. 
The property owner can counteroffer.

If the county believes the 
counteroffer is too high, a special 
commissioners hearing is held, and 
both sides present their case. A 
county court of law judge selects 
three representatives from a 
collection of 60 to 70 people, typically 
individuals familiar with real estate, to 
serve as the special commissioners. 
(Note: They are not members of 
the Commissioners Court.) After a 
valuation is determined at the special 
commissioners hearing and the 
money is put into the registry of the 
court, the land is considered property 
of the county, which can then build 
on the land.
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The property owner has the 
option of accepting the special 
commissioners’ valuation or 
appealing to district court with a 
trial before the court or a jury trial.

If the jury believes the property 
owner deserves more money for 
the land, the county will pay more. 
If the jury believes the property is 
worth less, the owner gets less.

Source: 
Charlie Crossfield, 
Williamson County 
right-of-way 
attorney
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A Congressman’s  day
8 a.m.   |   Bible study
U.S. Rep. John Carter attends a Bible study in the office of Dennis Hastert, 
former Speaker of the House in the Capitol building. 

This is a standard weekly meeting on Carter’s agenda. Community Impact 
Publisher John Garrett and I walked with the congressman from Carter’s office 
in the Cannon Building down the street to the Capitol, which took about five 
minutes. 

6 p.m.   |  Fundraisers
A reception is held announcing a new fundraiser named the 
Combat Soldiers Recovery Fund. Carter is asked to speak at the 
occasion, hosted in an office downtown. Before the reception, 
Carter sits in the foyer with his press secretary Carmen Terry for 
another call with a talk radio show with Pete Olsen. 

4 p.m.   |  Unexpected visit
Five restaurant representatives, one from Round Rock 
and others from Central Texas, come for an unexpected 
visit to talk to Carter about their concerns regarding the 

immigration issue. They make it clear that they oppose hiring 
illegal aliens, but also express a need for more staffing. Carter 
says he understands their dilemma, but cautions that if the law 
is not obeyed, consequences must follow.

3 p.m.   |  T.V. time
Once a month, Carter records a 30-minute show “Judgment on Congress” for cable 
channels that want to broadcast it. 

According to his press secretary, the only station currently airing the program is City of 
Round Rock’s Channel 10, which has a federal government hour Tuesday at 8 p.m. Sen. 
Kay Bailey Hutchinson also has a show, which runs during that hour also.

Carter invited another Central Texas representative Lamar Smith as his guest that day. 

During filming, both Republicans discussed the immigration issue from a conservative standpoint. As a member of the judiciary committee, 
Smith emphasized the importance of enforcing existing laws. 

9:06 a.m.   |  On the air 
With a cell phone, Carter called the Lynn Woolley Show, a talk radio program in Temple, Texas while standing on the Capitol steps. Carter 
discussed immigration and its affect on the people of Central Texas. 

10 a.m.   |  Memorial vandalism
Carter’s scheduler takes the congressman to the Vietnam Veterans Memorial to 
view vandalism, which occurred Sept. 7. We walked about a quarter of a mile 
to reach the memorial located near the reflecting pond on the National Mall. 

Carter’s staff was alerted to the desecration after reading a brief story he 
said was buried in the pages of the Washington Post. A light, oily, unidentified 
substance was spilled over portions of some of the names, causing concern 
that it might eat away at the names of the 58,256 who died during that era.  
As part of the Military Quality of Life subcommittee and as representative for 

the largest military base in the world at Fort Hood, Carter said he felt the media ignored the situation.

The next day, Carter planned a press conference to denounce the vandalism. He also presented a resolution to the house, which came to the 
floor Oct. 23, nearly a month later.

11:30 a.m.   |  Casts a vote
Carter is called to the floor of the House for a vote. Prior to voting, Carter’s team briefs him on the issues up for a vote that day. 

A warning buzzer sounds in each congressman’s office indicating 15 minutes until voting time is up. Since we are in another building, we 
have to begin early to assure that Carter will be there in time to vote. This walk takes us onto an elevator down to the basement, then 
through a tunnel from the Cannon building to the Capitol. We left Carter because we were not allowed on the floor of the House and went 
upstairs to the gallery to view the voting procedure. We had to check our cameras, cell phones and recording devices before we could enter 
the gallery.

7 p.m.   | Day’s end
Carter’s last event for the evening is the National Republican Congressional Committee’s salute to former Speaker Dennis Hastert 
in the Capitol Hill Club. Various Republican congressmen recognize Hastert, who is retiring, for his contributions to the GOP 
during his 20 years as a congressman.

Congressional District 31
County line
Congressional District

Erath

Harrilton

Coryell

Williamson
Bell

Milam

Falls

Round Rock

Georgetown Taylor

183

190

377

281

190

84

77

67

84

79

Bio
Known as the “Judge,” U.S. Rep. John Carter had 20 years of judicial experience when he was 
elected to represent the 31st Congressional District of Texas in 2002. He was re-elected in both 
2004 and 2006.

A native of Houston, Carter received his undergraduate degree in history from Texas Tech 
University and completed law school at the University of Texas. He met his wife Erika in 
Holland, and together they have four children, including a son who coaches baseball at 
Round Rock High School.  He served as municipal judge of Round Rock and district judge of 
Williamson County.

As district judge he was the first Republican elected to a county-wide position in Williamson 
County. 

U.S. Rep. John CaRteR

Local Office: 
1717 N. IH 35, Ste. 303, Round Rock
426-1600
http://carter.house.gov

House committees and membership
House Republican Conference Secretary 

Appropriations Committee
Military Quality of Life and Veterans 

Affairs Subcommittee
Homeland Security Subcommittee
Foreign Operations Subcommittee

House Republican Steering Committee

U.S. Rep. John Carter speaks at the press conference 
to denounce the vandalism to the Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial Wall, which occurred Sept. 7. 

Editor’s Note: Our purpose for this 
feature evolved as we followed these 
two energetic congressmen through 
their day. It became obvious that there 
was little downtime, whether they are 
in Washington voting on decisions that 
effect lives, both locally and nationally, 
or back home in Central Texas visiting 
and listening to the needs of their 
constituents. 

- Cathy Kincaid, Editor
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7 p.m.   |  Final votes
 After another dinner, this one more casual, with other Republican members, McCaul returns to the Capitol to cast his last votes for the day. 

Bio
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Jollyville
Travis Lee
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Austin Waller
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Austin

77

90

Congressional District 10 County line
Congressional District

8 a.m.   |  Breakfast
U.S. Rep. Michael McCaul attends breakfast with members on the Homeland Security 
Committee.

9 a.m.   |  Anti-terrorism caucus meeting  
McCaul organized the bipartisan meeting with guest speaker and Austinite Lawrence Wright, 
Pulitzer Prize winner for his history of Al-Qaeda, “The Looming Tower: Al-Qaeda and the Road 
to 9/11.”  
With his book as the basis, Wright opened his one-man play “My Trip to Al-Qaeda” at the LBJ 
Library in Austin.  He also performed one week in Washington D.C. McCaul’s staff arranged 
for him to speak with congressional members to share his experiences in the Middle East. The 
meeting was closed to the general public to allow members to ask questions freely. It was a 
bipartisan group of around 20-30 attendees. 

10 a.m.   |   Childhood cancer press rally at the Cannon building terrace
McCaul appears with Congresswoman Deborah Pryce of Ohio in support of the Conquer Childhood Cancer Act of 2006. The legislation would 
give $107 million in funding. It is currently co-sponsored by more than 70 congressional members.  Supporting cancer research is one of 
McCaul’s priorities. He had a friend who died of childhood Leukemia in the fourth grade. His father also died of cancer. McCaul recently 
spoke about the need for more research and development of cancer treatment to the World Health Organization at the request of the United 
Nations.

11 a.m.   |  Vietnam Wall conference
Returning outside to the same spot, with the Capitol dome in the background, McCaul speaks at a press conference held by U.S. Rep. John 
Carter’s office, which called attention to vandalism at the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Wall. The congressional members and veterans 
demanded the justice department make every effort to find the vandals. A veteran’s group offered a $5,000 award.

11:15 a.m.  |   Office wait
McCaul returns to his office, waiting for a warning buzzer that announces the voting time to sound. 

When it sounds, he has 15 minutes to reach the Capitol and give his vote. When McCaul first came to Washington D.C. as an elected official, 
he said he would leave as soon as the bell rang, nervous that he would not make it in time. However, after awhile, he noticed his senior 
colleagues arrived nearly at the end of their allotted time. The 15 minutes often stretched to closer to 20 minutes. Now McCaul works a little 
longer in his office before going to vote.

11:40 a.m.    |  In the Capitol
We travel through a maze of corridors underground between the Cannon building and the Capitol. Before entering the gallery to watch the 
voting, everyone, including McCaul’s staff, had to check-in their cameras, cell phones and recording devices. 

The only cameras in the room belong to C-Span, which are mounted just below the balcony. McCaul’s said it is to protect congress members 
from the concern that their words and opinions would be taken out of context. 

1:15 p.m.   | Committee briefing
Mandy Bowers, a senior staff member for Homeland Security, arrives to give a briefing on Project 28, a pilot project that builds 28 miles of 
wall along the Mexico-U.S. border. 
Project 28 has $8 billion in funding and starts initially in Arizona. It is later expected to expand to Texas, however the pilot program has not 
gone as well as hoped. It began in April and the border patrol was supposed to take control of the system June 13, but they refused until it 
was more functional. When additional tests in July failed, the developers changed management. Now it is expected to be complete around 
October or November.

1:45 p.m.   |  Cyber warfare  
Kevin Gronberg, a staff member for Homeland Security Committee, briefs McCaul on 
preparation of a new program designed to combat cyber warfare. The effort will be 
announced to the public and the media at the beginning of November. The concern is foreign 
countries could potentially shut down major infrastructure through computer hacking.

3 p.m.   |  Drop-by visit from Samsung  
A lobbyist from Samsung introduces himself and discusses White Space, which is the extra 
and unused channels that give only grainy black and white images on  the T.V. Technology 
is available to create devices that would stream Internet through those unused channels, 
but some companies have expressed concern about potential problems with interference. 
If the channeling device is too close to someone else’s T.V. it could cause problems. The 
lobbyist told McCaul that Samsung supports using the White Space channels, but wants any 
channeling devices in a fixed location to prevent interference.  

4 p.m.   |  The president
McCaul gets an allergy shot before going to the White House for a special dinner with the president. The congressman is invited to the White 
House about four times a year with a few other members.

10:30 a.m.   |  Security check
We returned to his office for a few minutes break before the next press conference. 

When entering the Cannon building, we are not checked by security as McCaul’s guests. He must be wearing his congressional pin on his 
lapel as he escorts his companions inside. This is a privilege exclusively allowed to members of Congress.

U.S.  Rep. Michael McCaul is serving his second term, which ends next year, representing the 
10th District of Texas in the United States Congress. He plans to run for re-election.

Born in 1962, McCaul is originally from Dallas, where he attended a Jesuit preparatory college. 
He went to San Antonio and graduated with a bachelor’s in business and history from Trinity 
University. McCaul also received his Juris Doctor from St. Mary’s University School of Law and 
completed the Senior Executive Fellows Program of the School of Government at Harvard 
University. He eventually served as Texas Deputy Attorney General and as a federal prosecutor 
for the Department of Justice.

He is married to Linda Mays McCaul. Together the McCauls have five children.

U.S. Rep. Michael MccaUl

House committees 
Committee on Homeland Security
Committee on Foreign Affairs
Committee on Science and Technology
Committee on Standards of Official Conduct
House Republican Policy Committee

During the last week of September, three of the Community Impact Newspaper staff, including publisher John Garrett, editor Cathy Kincaid and assistant editor Christi Covington, traveled 
to Washington D.C. to meet with local congressmen. The goal was to follow their normal schedule and report on efforts to meet local needs on a national level. 

Local Office: 
5929 Balcones Drive, Ste. 305, Austin
473-2357
www.house.gov/mccaul/

Reporter’s Note: The day we spent 
with the Congressman was marked by 
two primary activities: walking and 
talking. We went back and forth from 
the Capitol and other surrounding 
buildings.  Between meetings, 
McCaul’s staff briefed him on the bills 
up for vote throughout the day. While 
interesting and informative, the day 
was anything but glamorous.

-Christi Covington, Assistant Editor

290

U.S. Rep. Michael McCaul speaks 
at a press confernece in support of 
the Conquer Childhood Cancer Act 
of 2006.
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Immigration and homeland security

When U.S. representatives 
John Carter and Michael McCaul 
talk to their constituents, they 
find people repeatedly bring up 
the same topic—immigration. 

“It is the No. 1 issue, may-
be even more important than 
homeland security [to citizens],” 
McCaul said.  “It’s the top one or 
two. I have never seen more peo-
ple angry in politics. We have the 
problem of illegal labor and the 
Other Than Mexicans who come 
here.”

Immigration concerns encom-
pass everything from national 
security to economics to health-
care, Carter said. 

“Most people agree we have 
a need for workers in the coun-
try,” said the former Williamson 
County district judge. “I think 
people should be legal in the 
country – invited in, they follow 
the rules and then let them in. 
We have got 12 million who do 
not follow the rules. We have to 
figure out what we are going to 

do with them, and I am not one to 
give any slack.”

This year, Carter has authored 
two bills and recently introduced 
them to congressional committees 
where they must be approved 
before reaching the floor of the 
House of Representatives. 

One requires identification 
cards with biometric identifiers 
for anyone residing in the U.S. and 
the other increases legal enforce-
ment against illegal immigrants. 

A third bill that is yet to be 
introduced is a worker program 
that requires illegal immigrants 
to accept a criminal charge on 
their record, but allows them to 
stay and work without a path to 
citizenship.

Andrew Martinez, president of 
the Austin Hispanic Chamber of 
Commerce, sees the need for a 
worker’s program. He said that as 
the Austin area continues to grow, 
the economy requires the services 
provided by Mexican immigrants, 
largely in construction labor.  

by ChriSti Covington

H.R. 3851
Increases the number of full-time border patrol agents and requires a plan for •	
recruitment and retention from the Secretary of Homeland Security
Affirms state and local law enforcement are authorized and directed to enforce •	
immigration law for illegal aliens who have been ordered removed
Requires Immigration and Customs Enforcement to post all warrants for illegal alien •	
offenders on the National Crime Information Center database
Increases the State Criminal Alien Assistance Program funding authorization to help •	
state and local law enforcement comply 
Doubles the criminal penalties for illegal aliens in possession of a firearm and/or a •	
controlled substance

Carter sponsored this bill
McCaul co-sponsored and supports this bill 
Status: Introduced Oct. 16, which means it must go to committee for approval and 
possible revisions.

H.R. 4073 
Requires the Commissioner of Social Security to create a new Social Security card for •	
citizens using biometric identifiers and tamper-proof safeguards
Requires illegal aliens to obtain a similar identification card, including criminal •	
penalties for non-compliance
Excludes illegal aliens from receiving Social Security benefits for work completed •	
while residing illegally within the United States

Carter sponsored
McCaul co-sponsored and supports this bill 
Status: Introduced Nov. 16, which means it must go to committee for approval and 
possible revisions. 

Future legislation by Carter
A bill will implement a probationary non-citizen worker program that requires illegal 
immigrants to admit they came to the U.S. illegally, accept a criminal charge on their 
record, but will allow them to stay and work within an accountable and effective 
employment system that does not offer a path to citizenship.

Editor’s Note: When both congressmen mentioned the immigration issue was a top concern for Central Texans, we 
knew we needed to address the subject in a snapshot feature. This page barely touches on all the problems and needs. 
Our purpose was to present a bit of each of your representative’s view along with some thoughts of local constituents. 

U.S. Rep. Michael McCaul discusses immigration issues with Homeland Security 
Committee staffer Mandy Bowers.

“Lets get them out of the shad-
ows,” he said. “Lets legitimize and 
get them to work here.”

Immigration issues concern 
even more than service industry 
jobs, Carter said. Of the top U.S. 
engineering programs, fewer and 
fewer students that graduate with 
a doctorate are American citizens, 
according to his office. That situ-
ation makes it more challenging 
for high tech employers, such as 
Samsung and Dell Inc., to employ 
American citizens.

 According to current law, Mar-
tinez agrees it is very difficult to 
gain worker status. 

“Immigration laws needs to 
be reformed,” Martinez said. “It 
is not implementable. It needs to 
be more realistic to the needs we 
have. Many people want to work 
here and not be citizens.”

A green card gives official im-
migration status in the absence of 
citizenship. The application must 
be approved by the U.S. Citizen-
ship and Immigration Services. 
First, the appropriate form must 
be filed with a sponsor who al-
ready has citizenship status. 
Sponsors are usually an employer 
or relative because the immigrant 
must have an American advocate 
to enter the country. 

The wait period to get into 
the U.S. depends on the method 
of entrance. A brother trying 
to move from Mexico with the 
help of his American sister has 
a wait of around 12 to 15 years, 
according to the U.S. Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement, which 
is under the Department of 
Homeland Security.

Immigration legislation

Combating cyber warfare 
Other efforts for homeland security

U.S. Rep. Michael McCaul has attracted attention to what he considers another major front for 
homeland security—some foreign countries have the ability to potentially shut down major 
infrastructure in the U.S. through computer hacking.
“There have been multiple intrusions from foreign powers,” McCaul said. “If files were taken from 
the Pentagon, then it would be very concerning. It is because they are virtual that we do not notice 
as much.”
McCaul regularly receives briefings from the staff of the Congressional Homeland Security 
Committee concerning the issue. 
“Through cyber [attacks] they could do physical damage in the physical world,” said Kevin 
Gronberg, a Homeland Security staffer, in September. “If we are not secure, we are vulnerable to 
espionage or a physical attack.”
In response, McCaul, with The Center for Strategic and International Studies and 
Congressmen Jim Langevin (D-Rhode Island), announced Oct. 30 a bipartisan Commission on 
Cyber Security for the 44th Presidency – the administration that will take office in January 2009.  
This commission will develop recommendations for a comprehensive strategy for organizing and 
prioritizing efforts to secure America’s computer networks and critical infrastructure.  
Austinite and retired Navy Admiral Bobby Inman, who is also the Lyndon B. Johnson National 
Policy Chair at the University of Texas, will co-chair the commission of 31 members. Work will be 
completed by December 2008. 

“The students we classify as limited 
English students, and many immigrants 
would fall into [that category], is 
probably the single fastest-growing 
population we have in Taylor. We operate 

two different 
programs, at 
this point, for 
our limited 
English proficient 
students. We 
operate bilingual 
classes for 
students in pre-K 
through fifth 
grade. Those 
are programs 

with Spanish-speaking teachers who help 
transition the students from Spanish to 
English. Last year about 18 percent of 
our population in pre-K to second grade 
was limited English students. Once they 
get into middle school and high school, 
we change the program, and we’re an 
ESL program where we use different 
instructional strategies in these classes, 
which are taught almost 100 percent in 
English.”

Dr. Bruce Scott, 
Taylor ISD superintendent 

“As an organization we have our own 
immigration policy position: That is that 
we understand the immigration system 
is broken, but we need to have a system 
that somehow deals with the issue of the 

12 million people 
who are already 
here and try not to 
separate families. 
My personal 
opinion about 
immigration 
is that we are 
a nation of 
immigrants. They 
are the backbone 
of our nation. We 

need them. We are going to be in dire 
shape as the baby boomers start retiring. 
We’re going to start needing more people 
who are going to be the wage earners. 
We can’t simply shut our eyes to the fact 
that there are many immigrants doing 
jobs that many Americans won’t do. 
Immigrants are embedded in our national 
economy, and we have just got to get 
them out of the shadows.” 

Jose Orta,
Taylor chapter of the League of United 

Latin American Citizens president
 

“It has an obvious impact at a local 
level because we have immigrant or 
undocumented workers who contribute 
to the economy of Texas. They have an 
impact on a personal level because we 

know them on 
a personal level. 
We have families, 
relatives.
The concept 
of requiring 
identification 
cards—that would 
be interesting. 
That means if you 
look a certain way, 
we might have to 

carry cards around. For those of us with 
Mexican ancestry, we don’t walk around 
with a birth certificate in our pocket.” 

Carlos Salinas, 
Round Rock council member and 

member of Rep. John Carter’s
 Hispanic Council

“As a community health clinic, it is our 
responsibility and mission to provide care 
to any medically underserved individual 
who comes to our clinic. We do not track 
the immigration status of our patients, 

as that could be 
seen as a barrier 
to care. Many of 
our patients are 
hard working 
individuals who 
simply don’t have 
access to health 
insurance.” 
 

Amy Ellsworth, 
spokeswoman for 

Lone Star Circle of Care, which provides 
medical care to medically underserved 

adults and children in Williamson 
County



DECEMBER  2007 17iMpaCt nEws.CoM

lAurie's too teA room • georgetown

Neighborhood
         Dining

Many of us find intrinsic value in time worn things — 
old pottery shards, old friends, old rugs or wood with 
wormholes. We spend a lot of time patching and reviving.

If you wish to be treated to a visual feast of restoration 
with dedication through century-old stone, cantilevered 
windows, wavy antique glass and thriving small business-
es, you will enjoy strolling through the lovely historical 
square in Georgetown. 

Nestled half a block off the square is a charming tea-
room reminiscent of another era. The weathered stone 
building (circa 1920s) has known many identities over its 
decades of service to the Georgetown community, and 
now houses Laurie’s Too Tea Room. 

Three years ago, owners Roger and Cherry Vest moved 
Laurie’s Too to its present location. However, it is not just 
the location that makes this cozy tearoom delightful and 
its patrons nostalgic. The Vests and their staff seem to 
enjoy making diners feel welcome. Careful attention is 
paid to the preparation, presentation and service of menu 
items. You will want to linger over your Raspberry Tea 
($1.25) long after the meal.

I have to admit, I had never tasted Texas Toothpicks 
($1.99) before visiting Laurie’s. Slivered jalapeño slices 
were breaded, deep fried to perfection and served with a 

Nostalgia and good food in a gentle setting
by ann m. CalvErt

dipping sauce subtly flavored with mystery herbs. 
A potato lover at our table shared the French Fried 

Potato Cakes ($1.99), brought to the table the second they 
left the skillet with an ever-so-faint taste of sweet onion.

The Chicken Salad Plate ($7.59) was a generous por-
tion, served on a bed of cold crisp baby greens sprinkled 
with carrots, exquisitely seasoned and garnished with 
tomato and avocado wedges. The Broccoli Salad was the 
best I had ever eaten (chilled broccoli, bacon, plump 
raisins, sweet onion, superb dressing).

Daily quiche specials may also be chosen on these com-
bination plates. The Cobb Salad Plate ($7.99) is a popular 
item, as is Grilled Chicken Breast ($7.99). Accompany-
ing all plates is the Muffin of the Week or a very yeasty 
Yeast Roll, reminiscent of your grandmother’s yeast rolls. 
I watched many sandwiches, hamburgers ($6-$9) and 
bowls of Berry Cobbler ($3.50) leave the kitchen. They 
looked spectacular.

After finishing my Raspberry Tea, I meandered around 
the square. Treat yourself to a stroll and lunch. Laurie’s 
Too is only steps away, a gentle and delicious reminder of a 
bygone era in a time worn, picture-perfect setting. 

laurie's too tea room
612 Main St., Georgetown • 863-5875

Monday – Saturday 11 a.m. – 3 p.m. 

www.lauriescafe.com

Owner Cherry Vest

8 0 0  S O U T H  A U S T I N  A V E N U E
G E O R G E T O W N ,  T E X A S  7 8 6 2 6

5 1 2 . 8 6 9 . 7 6 5 9

• Household hazardous waste facility
• No explosives
• No gas cylinders
• Commercial fee-based facility
• Accept cash, Visa & Mastercard
• Paint, chemicals, poisons, fuels, used 
   oil, filters, appliances, paper, plastic

Hours: 
Thursday & Friday: 8am-5pm
Monday-Wednesday: Open by 
special appointment
Saturday: 8am-12pm
Sunday: Closed

495 CR 156
Georgetown, TX 78626

www.pa-jer.com
e-mail: hugh_tidwell@pa-jer.com

(512)864-3240
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10% Discount 
with this ad!
valid through 

12/31/07

Emily's Salad Platter Raspberry Iced Tea Peach Cobbler 1886 Chocolate Cake    
University Ave.

7th St.

6th St.

8th St. S. A
ustin A

ve.

S. M
ain St.

S. Church St.

Laurie's Too
 Tea Room

I-35

Platinum Sponsors:
J. Bryant Boyd, Architect  Judy Copple Team/Keller Williams Realty

Janet Hewlett, Realtor/Moreland Properties Nancy Knight/Lone Star Properties 
Whimsey Antiques & Appraisals  Williamson County Sun



DECEMBER  200718 iMpaCt nEws.CoM iMpaCt nEws.CoM

Berry Creek
Georgetown - 78628 

Agent: 
Jane Sissons
(512) 635-9068

5 Br./3.5 Ba.         
$330,000

31107 La Quinta Drive

Riverwalk
Hutto - 78634

Agent: 
Debbie R. Sheppard
(512) 658-9653

3 Br./2Ba.
$157,500         

116 Altamont Street

REAL ESTATE REPORT

Porter
Georgetown - 78628

Agent: 
Judith Curtis
(512) 422-6550

3 Br./2 Full Bath 
 2 Half Bath

$275,000

450 Chaparral Road

+$95,281

Change in average selling price  
over last year

Key Stats

Residential Real Estate Report
  Georgetown, Hutto & Taylor MLS Area 

Less than $100,000

$100 - $149.9k

$150 - $199.9k

$200 - $299.9k

$300 - $399.9k

$400 - $499.9k

$500 - $749.9k

$750 - $999.9k

$1 Million + 

-

80

116

114

51

28

39

5

7

Price Range No. of Homes for Sale Avg. Days on Market

2

68

28

9

6

4

7

3

-

-

57

62

69

82

62

103

260

197

58

49

48

123

45

106

75

75

-

Monthly home sales

Nov. 2007*

Nov. 2006

Oct. 2007

Sept. 2007

August 2007

July 2007

35

59

80

82

95

91

Month  
Sold

Georgetown

11

22

36

40

47 

22

On the market
November 1 - November 20, 2007*

solD
Data provided by Coldwell Banker United 
(www.coldwellbankerunited.com)

6

9

20

13

15 

28

Georgetown Hutto Taylor
34

32

16

12

2

1

1

-

-

Georgetown Hutto Taylor
102

86

99

108

130

25

161

-

-

Georgetown

Hutto

Taylor

$124,754

$152,575

$147,051

$146,607

$151,722

$125,000

$214,572

$214,996

$214,126

$232,609

$196,429

$198,500

$187,983

$92,702

$113,783

$126,428

$95,379

$94,000

Hutto Taylor
Average 

Price Sold Average 
Price Sold Average 

Price

-$27,821

-$424

These stats are for resale properties only and do not reflect new construction. The Multiple Listing Service codes were used to gather the above stats for 
Georgetown and Hutto. Taylor stats were compiled using the 76574 ZIP code to separate the city from Copeland, which is combined with Taylor to make 
one MLS area. Because of early deadlines, stats for November 2007 are from Nov. 1 to Nov. 20, as a result, some numbers may seem greater than normal.
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8th St.

9th St.

10th St.

11th St.

University Ave.

7th St.

6th St.

5th St.

4th St.

3rd St.

2nd St.

Austin Ave.

M
ain St.

Rock St.
I-35

     
  San Gabriel River

Main Street
CONTINUED FROM |1

What Main Street does
Certified by the Texas Main Street Pro-

gram, Georgetown’s Main Street Program 
adheres to the policies of the state agency, 
which is under the auspice of the National 
Main Street Institute run by the National 
Trust for Historic Preservation. 

Becoming a member means undergo-
ing an intensive application process, said 
Shelly Hargrove, Georgetown’s Main Street 
Program manager, adding that each year, 
no more than five cities are admitted into 
the state program. City officials determine 
if they will renew their contract with the 
state agency on an annual basis.

The purpose of the Texas Main Street 
Program, Hargrove said, is to promote his-
toric preservation and economic revitaliza-
tion in communities. The program assists 
commercial (not residential) property 
owners in downtown districts. Property 
does not have to be designated as historic 
to qualify for Main Street help, but historic 
buildings are generally the ones who need 
the most help, Hargrove said.

The program functions on a four-point 
approach — organization, design, promo-
tion and economic restructuring — all 
within the context of historic preservation. 
Established in 1981, the program has assist-
ed 90 communities throughout the state. 

As a member city, downtown building 
and business owners can reap benefits such 
as onsite evaluations by a historic preserva-
tion architect and consultations about visual 

Town square

Downtown district

Courthouse

georgetown's downtown district

Georgetown’s Main Street Program 
can be utilized anywhere within the 
city’s Downtown Overlay District, 
which covers more than 40 blocks, 
including the town square.

merchandising and window display. 
When downtown business owners like 

Bev Adam want to change or improve the 
look of their businesses — for example, by 
painting, modifying awnings or adding 
lighting — they can get assistance from 
Main Street. 

Strict historic preservation principles 
and design guidelines must be followed, 
however. Georgetown’s Historic & Archi-
tectural Review Commission and the Main 
Street Advisory Board advise both the city 
council and business owners as to what 
they deem appropriate as laid out in the 
city’s design and development guidelines.

Another integral benefit of Main Street is 
that business owners can receive financial 
assistance for improvements they decide to 
make. Since 1998, business owners can ap-
ply for a façade reimbursement grant and 
potentially have up to $10,000 reimbursed 
by Main Street. In Fiscal Year 2006/07, 
Main Street granted this type of incentive to 
seven businesses totaling nearly $23,500. 

Funding for Main Street comes primar-
ily from the city. For the current fiscal year, 
the program received more than $137,000 
of city funds. Additional funding will come 
from fund-raisers, such as Main Street’s 
annual Red Poppy Festival, and donations.

“One of the misconceptions people have 
about the Main Street Program is that all 
the money is free, from some grant or the 
federal government,” Hargrove said. “But 
it’s really a grassroots type of program. If 
the locals don’t grasp it and run with it, it 
won’t work. But for Georgetown, it was a 
perfect fit.”

Hargrove also mentioned the need for a 
city to stick with the program long-term in 
order to see the benefits.

“I think when some people get into the 
Main Street Program, they think it’s going 
to save everything and it’s going to happen 
overnight,” she said. “It just doesn’t. Your 
downtown didn’t go downhill overnight, 
and it’s not going to come back overnight.”
Main Street Program success

In 1981, the need for revitalization in 
downtown Georgetown had become ap-
parent. Buildings had been poorly altered 
in an effort to modernize or abandoned al-
together. Independently owned businesses 
struggled against competition from new 
shopping centers like Austin’s Highland 
Mall.

“When the [Main Street] program be-
gan, the buildings were in a universal state 

City

Bastrop

Beeville

Brenham 

Elgin 

Kerrville

Llano

Luling

New Braunfels 

San Marcos

Seguin

Taylor

Active years

2007

2006

1983-89, 1999-

1990-

1995-

2003-

2003-

1991-

1986-

1981-86, 1997-

1999-

Other Central Texas Main Street Cities

Current occupant

Diva

The Loading Dock

Cianfriani’s, Novita Spa and 
Franklin & Co. Fine Jewelers

Abbey’s Barstools & More

Quenan’s Jewelers

Building location

115 W. Seventh St.
 - Known as H.C. Craig Building
 708 S. Austin Ave.
  - Previously Georgetown Antique Mall

109 W. Seventh St.
  - Previously Gold’s Department Store

212 W. Seventh St.
  - Known as old Berry Hardware building

700 S. Austin Ave.

Main renovations

Sanded, painted
Replaced signage

Roof repairs and replacement
Window repairs
Painted
Canopy repairs

Replaced storefront wall, doors, 
windows and awning
Painted

New windows
New entrance bay
Painted

New roof

Date of grant

April 2005

Aug. 2005

Sept. 2005

Aug. 2005

Aug. 2007

Grant amount

$5,661.00

$9,730.50

$10,000

$6,700

$10,000

of disrepair and downtown was pretty 
stagnant as far as new businesses coming 
in,” said Linda McCalla, Georgetown’s first 
Main Street Program manager. “The com-
munity just embraced the concept in a big 
way.”

The total public investment in downtown 
building, streetscape and renovation proj-
ects has reached $120.9 million since 1982.

Georgetown has received much recog-
nition for downtown revitalization excel-
lence. In 1997, it became the first Texas city 
to be named a Great American Main Street 
City, the highest honor bestowed by the 
National Trust. 

An individual was recognized when Re-
nee Hanson, the city’s first planner and a 
strong proponent of downtown historic 
preservation, received the 2003 Hero of 
Main Street Award. 
Historic preservation and 
economic development

In addition to the pride many George-
town residents feel toward the charming 
beauty of their downtown, historic preser-
vation has another significant effect, said 
Tom Yantis, assistant city manager. Many 
reports and studies have proven that it has 

a positive economic impact on the com-
munity. 

He said the downtown area, especially 
the square, has been pivotal in bringing 
new businesses, such as Tasus Texas Cor-
poration and the Citicorp data center, to 
town.

“I would say of all the major deals we’ve 
landed, one of the key decision makers for 
those companies has been their experience 
on the square,” Yantis said. “They’ve said 
there’s just a feeling about being there that 
is welcoming and makes them feel like this 
is the place they want to bring their busi-
ness. You can’t ask for much more than that 
for an economic development tool in your 
toolbox to have.”

Yantis credited Main Street for being a 
forerunner in making downtown George-
town so appealing.

“[The Main Street Program] has led to 
the rehabilitation of the single most im-
portant asset the city has, which is its town 
square,” he said. “The next phase is making 
sure we have all those buildings occupied 
with the right mix of businesses.”  

Downtown merchants who have recently received funding from the Main Street Program

N

Source: www.thc.state.tx.us
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Community  
Corridors

 New development
1

2

3

4

5

6

The Monument Café will be relocating to the old Mac 
Haik showroom on the corner of S. Austin Avenue and 
6th Street. The café is phase one of a development that 
will span the entire block. Owners Rusty Winkstern and 
Clark Lyda have plans for phase two and three to include 
two office buildings and an organic farmers market. 
Construction will begin on the 6,000 sq. ft. café in 
December, and they anticipate a late spring opening. 
For more information, call 868-5932 or visit 
www.themonumentcafe.com.

NAI Commercial Industrial Properties Co. has a site for 
sale with conceptual architectural plans at the corner of 
S. Austin Avenue and 5th Street. The site covers 32,402 
sq. ft. of land, and the conceptual plans include 24,175 
sq. ft. of office and retail space. For more information, 
visit www.naicip.com/Properties/AustinatWest5th or call 
Dean Janeff at 364-5180.

Tamiro Plaza is a four-story healthcare facility being 
constructed on the corner of Austin Avenue and 5th 
Street. The concept was developed by Georgetown 
residents Maryanne and Francisco Choi. Francisco, an 
architect and developer, is the CEO of Tamiro Ventures, 
Ltd.  Maryanne, his wife, is a medical doctor specializing 
in geriatric medicine. Their vision is to develop a center 
for care that becomes an architectural and commercial 
asset to the community. The building will be the tallest 
new construction commercial building in the downtown 
area and is expected to be completed in the summer 
of 2008. It is the only privately funded, ground-up 
project in downtown Georgetown in decades. For 
more information, visit www.tamiroplaza.com or call 
818-9900.

In June, West Short & Associates, P.C. moved into its 
new location at 313 W. 10th St. Beginning in early 2007, 
decades’ worth of floor, wall and ceiling coverings were 
removed to return to the original look of the home. 
Contractors examined the original nails and screws and 
estimated the home was built in the 1890s. The office 
has many original features, including wooden door 
casings, door hardware, base boards, wood floors and 
windows.  Items that were damaged or missing during 
restoration were custom milled in order to match the 
original items in the home. West Short has practiced 
civil law in Georgetown for nearly 10 years and is one of 
only three firms in the region that specializes exclusively 
in civil law. For more information, call 864-3911 or visit 
www.westshortlawfirm.com.

Georgetown resident Lee McIntosh, majority owner of 
1105 Church Street LP, has purchased the Wesleyan 
Retirement Center on University Drive. Preliminary 
plans are in place to turn the four-story building into 
luxury office space. McIntosh has a conceptual plan that 
would use the current first floor food service facility for 
a high-end restaurant that may be open weekends and 
evenings. The residents of the Wesleyan Retirement 
Center are moving after Christmas to their new location, 
The Wesleyan at Estrella, a 30-acre development on 
Williams Drive. Demolition is expected to begin in 
February.

Owners Kyra and Steve Quenan will be relocating 
Quenan’s Jewelers to the old P&K Hardware building 
on the corner of S. Austin Avenue and 7th Street. The 
building has undergone major remodeling involving 
adding a second story, doubling the square footage and 
restoring the exterior of the building. Quenan’s Jewelers 
will occupy 2,000 of the 6,600 sq. ft. and is expected to 
open Feb. 14. For more information, call 869-7659 or visit 
the current location at 800 S. Austin Ave., Ste. D.

Community  
Corridor

Downtown Georgetown
Rock St.

Forest St.

M
LK St.

Scenic Dr.

Justice 
Center

29

4

This month’s corridor focuses on development in 
downtown Georgetown. The historic downtown 
district defines Georgetown in many ways. It is an 
ideal balance of historical architecture and vibrant 
commercialization. The long-awaited opening of 
the county courthouse has brought another level 
of excitement to downtown. The city has been 
particular about what type of development can 
occur, and the result is a downtown district that 
residents and visitors will enjoy for many years to 
come. More information may be found by visiting 
www.visitgeorgetown.com, www.georgetown.org 
or www.discovergeorgetowntx.com.

West Short & Associates

New development will include the new location 
of  The Monument Cafe

Georgetown
Public Library
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Downtown Georgetown Sponsored by Don Quick and Austin Telco

8th St.

9th St.

10th St.

11th St.

University Ave.

M
ain St.

S. Austin Ave.

7th St.

6th St.

5th St.
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Tamiro Plaza rendering
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1
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HEALTHCARE for PEOPLE LIKE YOU

Growing older doesn’t necessarily mean slowing down. We want you
to make choices to help you feel the best you can, because you can.

Introducing Scott & White University Medical Campus, now open in Round Rock.
This new full-service hospital and specialty clinic offers a variety of services for
every member of your family, at every stage of their life.  

Now you have access to a network of healthcare specialists, 
and 110 years of medical excellence.

Scott & White accepts all major insurance plans.

UNIVERSITY MEDICAL CAMPUS
300 UNIVERSITY BOULEVARD—ROUND ROCK, TX

WWW.SW.ORG  | 866-509-9191

“Good health
means my 

daughter has 
to try to keep 
up with me”
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Closer Look
                Non-Profit

by bEth WadE

NON-PROFIT - WILLIAMSON COUNTY SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

Musicians blend talent for Williamson County tours

Willamson County symphony orchestra

The Williamson County Symphony does not claim to 
give typical orchestra performances. Rather than playing 
hour-long pieces, the group performs condensed versions 
of the classics and other favorite pieces, said John Gordon, 
president of the board of directors. 

“We give people music from classical or contemporary 
[genres] and even movie music,” he said. “It tends to be 
Pops-type concerts. If you don’t like what we’re playing 
right now, wait five minutes, and we will play something 
else you might enjoy.”

The orchestra is made up of 70 musicians who donate 
their time providing Williamson County residents with 
opportunities for free musical performances.

“Some [performers] are quite good, but they do it for 
the love of the music,” Gordon said. “Generally, everyone 
has other jobs, some at IBM, some are teachers or music 
teachers, and we also have some college- and even high 
school-age students.”

Formed in 2002, the orchestra was first named the 
Hill Country Community Orchestra by two women who 
wanted a musical outlet beyond church performances. 
The group began with 15 to 20 members, but has grown, 
Gordon said.

Conductor Dr. Thomas E. Rainey, who had worked for 
Round Rock ISD, responded to the orchestra’s ad for a 
conductor when the group first formed, Gordon said.

“The luckiest day for the orchestra was when he volun-
teered to lead us,” Gordon said. “We could have searched 
for a year and probably not found anyone better than the 
person who knocked on our door and said, ‘I want to help.’”

The group later changed its name, and with the help of 
Gordon, who plays trumpet, was established as a non-
profit organization. 

The orchestra’s mission is to provide amateur musicians 
with a place to increase their performing experience. 

Rehearsals begin in August with the first concert in Oc-
tober or November. Each season, the group performs nine 
concerts all over the county, including two in the spring, 
two in the fall, two in the outdoors, two for Christmas and 
a special concert at Fort Hood for the troops.

 “The constant comment from someone who has seen 
us before and then returned for another concert is, ‘You’ve 
gotten better,’ because we improve each year,” he said. 
“Each year, we play more substantial music and each year 
the concerts have become more substantial and the enjoy-
ment grows.”

The orchestra has come to expect large crowds at the 
performances, which average 300 to 400 people for the fall 
and spring shows and can increase to 600 attendees for the 
Christmas shows.

The Williamson County Symphony Orchestra in concert

789-5073
www.williamsoncountysymphonyorchestra.org

Co n C e r t  s C h e D U l e

Dec. 8,  7:30 p.m., Howze Theater, Fort Hood, »
Performance for the troops, limited room for public

Dec. 14, 7:30 p.m.,  Taylor High School, Taylor »

Dec. 15, 7:30 p.m., Anderson Mill Baptist Church, Austin  »

Mar. 7, 7:30 p.m., Round Rock First Methodist Church,  »
Round Rock

Mar. 8,  7:30 p.m., Sun City Ballroom, Georgetown »
   $8 ticket price - limited capacity

May 16,  7:30 p.m., Milburn Park Pavilion, Cedar Park »

May 17, 7:30 p.m., Old Settlers Park Pavilion, Round Rock »

®P040201 05/05

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR, STATE FARM IS THERE.®

Providing Insurance and Financial Services

Car insurance with

PERSONAL SERVICE.
No extra charge.

At State Farm® you get a competitive rate and an agent dedicated to helping you get 
the coverage that’s right for you and the discounts you deserve. Nobody takes care of 

you like State Farm. Contact one of us. We’ll prove it.

Don Homeyer, Agent
1703 Williams Drive

Georgetown, TX 78628-3661
Bus: 512-930-5500

William E. Edmiston, Agent

Georgetown, TX 78626-5802
Bus: 512-863-2587

Ted Alexander, Agent

Taylor, TX 76574-3528
Bus: 512-352-6080

Stanley J Briggs, Agent
110 Hwy 79 E

Hutto, TX 78634
Bus: 512-846-1200
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Regional  
Impact

A FULL SERVICE REAL ESTATE COMPANY • RESALES• CUSTOM HOMES• BUYER REPRESENTATION

www.UrbanHomesAndLand.com
512.763.1500

It takes more than just luck. • Buying or selling real estate takes a dedicated professional
approach for an exceptional experience.  Our agency strives to provide it.

It takes more than just luck. • Buying or selling real estate takes a dedicated professional
approach for an exceptional experience.  Our agency strives to provide it.

In•tegrity In•telligence In•sightIn•tegrity In•telligence In•sight

1102 South Austin Ave., Suite 106
Georgetown, Texas 78626

Glenda Bullock
REALTOR® PROPERTY MGR

497.5167 Marcy
Urban
BROKER/OWNER 
ABR, GRI, CRS

413.5842
Jane King
REALTOR®

590.9411

Lauryl Kays
REALTOR®

635.1001

Jodie
Pavlish
OFFICE
MANAGER

Karin 
Truxillo
REALTOR®

966.0166

UrbanH&L_Agents2 8thPg_CI.qxd:Layout 1  11/26/07  2:47 PM  Page 1

GEORGETOWN EAR, NOSE 
& THROAT CENTER, P.A.
Expert ear, nose & throat care for your family

Conveniently located in Georgetown 
in San Gabriel Square 

(across from Tippet Middle School) 

1520-B Leander Road
Georgetown, Texas 78628

Ph: 512-869-0604  Fax: 512-868-5936

SCOTT WILLIAM FRANKLIN, M.D.

Diplomate, American Academy 
of Otolaryngology-Head & 
Neck Surgery

Fellow, American Academy of 
Otolaryngic Allergy

Specializing in...
• Adult and pediatric diseases   
 of the ear, nose and throat

• Evaluation and treatment
  • Hearing and balance disorders
  • Allergy and sinus disorders
  • Snoring and sleep apnea
  • Head and neck cancer

• Hearing aid sales and service

Adult and Pediatric

O
th
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ws
.co

m

A variety of organizations are 
trying to help small-business 
owners through consumer 
education.

Russell and Claudia Stromberg 
have been able to subtly turn 
a local Austin belt, buckle 
and jewelry store into a 
national commodity with their 
business, Rewards.   

Dr. John Scofield and his 
family bred registered 
Shorthorn cattle for more 
than six decades until they 
began selling the property in 
the 1970s.

Small business 
struggles against 
big box culture

Rewards Scofield Farms' history

Behind the gates of J.J. 
Pickle Research Campus

by raChel youenS

If you’ve seen an episode of the cable TV show Myth 
Busters, you can just about picture what the inside of the J.J. 
Pickle Research campus looks like. Stacks of concrete slabs 
bake in the sun to test the strength of aggregate. Next door, 
scientists pour water fed from the campus water tower into 
chutes to test asphalt damage. The University of Texas main 
campus downtown may be where most of the university’s 
students are, but the real atom-splitting, bridge-exploding 
action is happening in Northwest Austin.

Although the campus is surrounded by a razor wire-
topped chain link fence with a security guard posted at the 
entry, associate dean for research Randall Charboneau said 
the fence is more to keep out strangers than to keep in 
secrets.

“We’re not trying to be secretive; I think the security 
might give it that impression, but we’re actually quite open 
with what goes on here. It’s just a closed campus, the same 
as UT’s main campus.”

The campus began as a magnesium plant built by the fed-
eral government during World War II. After the war ended 
in 1946, the federal government declared the 402-acre plant 
surplus and the University of Texas obtained a lease agree-
ment. Three years later, the university negotiated a contract 
with the help of then-Congressman Lyndon B. Johnson to 
purchase the site. Rather than cash payments, the federal 
government would deduct from the plant’s price tag for ev-
ery public benefit project that was produced there.

The campus has gone through name changes from the 
Military Physics Research Lab to Balcones Research Cen-
ter and finally in 1994 to the J.J. Pickle Research Campus, 
named after the congressman who was one of the center’s 
supporters. 

Today, UT owns a total of 450 acres; less than half make 
up the J.J. Pickle campus. The remaining land is made up 
of vacant, wooded land on the west side of MoPac, in the 
Gateway area.

The research coming out of the Pickle campus has had 

effects reaching far beyond the university or even the state 
of Texas. After the fall of the World Trade Center towers, 
the laboratory researched the thermal effects on metals, 
helping to keep bridges and buildings safe. 

One of the first travelers to make it into space and back 
was a rhesus monkey trained on the campus. This De-
cember, the Advanced Computing Center hopes to unveil 
Ranger, the world’s fastest computer, in conjunction with 
Sun Microsystems. The project is funded by a $59 million 
grant from the National Science Foundation.

Seventeen departments call the campus home, and the 
clash of so many different fields account for the Myth Bust-
ers vibe of random experiments.

At the Center for Electromechanics, within the Pickle 
campus, much of the work focuses on energy storage, ac-
cording to Charboneau. The school has done work with 
gyroscopes as a way to soften the motion of a stop. For ex-
ample, the lurching motion passengers experience when a 
bus stops at a traffic light could be avoided by channeling 
the energy into a gyroscope. 

The University of Texas is the only school in the nation 
licensed to run a reactor since Three Mile Island. The 1.1 
megawatt reactor, rebuilt in 1989, is part of the University’s 
Nuclear Engineering Teaching Laboratory.

Many of the specimens at the Texas Natural History Mu-
seum, located on the University’s main campus, begin their 
preservation at Pickle. When the ancient remains of the 
“Leanderthal” woman were found in Leander in 1982, they 
were brought to the Texas Archeological Research Labora-
tory to be studied.

Despite the campus’ prime location with The Domain 
being constructed next door and the pressure from the 
city’s planning and zoning department on behalf of the 
North Burnet/Gateway neighborhood plan, the university 
has no plans to sell or develop any more of the land. The 
university’s main campus and J.J. Pickle Campus are simi-
lar in size, but J.J. Pickle is only one tenth as built out.

The university allowed some land to be developed for 
commercial projects using long-term leases rather than 
selling the land. The Ross Dress for Less, Office Depot and 
Floor and Décor located along Braker Lane are on univer-
sity land, as is the new Arbor Walk shopping center along 

MoPac. Simon signed a $130 million, 52-year lease with 
the university for the site.

In 1999, then-university president Larry Faulkner orga-
nized a committee headed by Charboneau to create a mas-
ter plan for the campus. Planning firm Carter & Burgess 
was hired for $1 million to help find a solution, and plan-
ners Ayers/Saint/Gross released renderings of J.J. Pickle 
with student quads. 

This committee even left a spot at the J.J. Pickle campus 
for the George W. Bush Presidential Library, which the uni-
versity was bidding on at the time. The vacant land closest 
to Burnet Road was originally set aside to build University 
housing, but Charboneau said that the complication that 
kept them from building residential units then still persists. 

“Without dependable transportation, the University can’t 
have lots of people living here. The bus system is the only 
way for students to get from here to the main campus."

MoPac
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Braker Ln.
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Larry Ford opened a tiny pet 
shop 24 years ago. Today his 
5,000 sq. ft. mega pet store, 
the oldest in Cedar Park, is 
thriving.

Know for its fried catfish and 
chicken, Springhill Restaurant 
made its foray into the dining 
scene in Cedar Park in June. 
The new restaurant is at 200 
Buttercup Creek Blvd.   

The City of Cedar Park signed 
a memo of understanding 
Nov. 1 with Hicks Sports 
Group detailing the plans for 
a future events center.

Pet Connection
Superstore

Springhill Restaurant Hockey headed to 
Cedar Park

by Kara Vaught

Cedar Park plans for residential build out within the decade
Cedar Park is approaching a time when 

it will be virtually built out. The city is 
landlocked — bordered on all sides by the 
city limits or extra-territorial jurisdictions 
of other cities.

“We’ve had projections of build out as 
early as 2012 and as late as 2015 or ’16 based 
on growth patterns,” said Duane Smith, 
director of planning and development. 
“There are other variables in there such as 
the economy and what forces interact on 
you that you have no control over.”

Smith said a population estimate of 
95,000 is a reasonable maximum.

However, the city will never tack the 
words “No Vacancy” under its city limits 
signs. People constantly move in and out of 
town, older buildings can be redeveloped 
and many neighborhoods have a scattering 
of vacant lots, Smith said.

“You start looking at transition areas, or 
areas that are going to infill or redevelop,” 
Smith said. “So even though your 
parameters may be pretty well used up, 
you have a lot of internal stuff that may 
change over the years. It doesn’t mean that 
there’s no activity.”

Mayor Bob Lemon also notes that 
residential build out will occur more 
quickly than commercial build out.

“Our city is not going to be built out 
in five years; we are going to be built out 
residentially in five years. Then we’ll have 
five to 10 years of commercial growth.”

Cedar Park’s offices of planning and 
building inspections recently completed an 
inventory of existing and anticipated single-
family lots left in the city and its ETJ. 

It divided the lots into four categories: 

will speed up as Cedar Park approaches 
build out.

“That’s just the way a population 
grows — outward from the center of the 
metropolitan area,” Hutton said. 

Cedar Park’s Future Land Use Plan lays 
out a guideline for planning the locations 
of different usages. 

Residential development occupies 49.5 
percent of Cedar Park’s land, while office, 
retail and commercial buildings take up 34 
percent of the city. 
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Place 6 council member Cobby Caputo 
said Cedar Park intends to be more than a 
bedroom community;  it needs places to 
play, work and shop. For that reason, the 
council denies some requests by developers 
for changes in zoning from commercial to 
residential.

“That guide tries to balance the various 
land uses in order to achieve a sustainable, 
viable community that mixes residential, 
commercial and industrial,” Smith said.

lots currently defined and available for 
construction, lots shown on preliminary 
plats, estimates of lots in undefined single-
family zoning districts and estimates of lots 
on land designated by the Future Land Use 
Plan.

The total projected lot count totals 5,829. 
Multiplied by the planning department’s 
average of 3.1 persons per lot, Cedar 
Park can expect to gain more than 18,000 
residents living in single-family homes. 

About 50,000 people live within the city 
limits now, in addition to 20,000 in the 
extra-territorial jurisdiction.

A study involving the number of multi-
family lots left is now underway. 

Many cities — especially in land-rich 
states — have not compiled similar studies. 
The reason: room to grow.

“Every city has some point where it 
will stop growing and will no longer be 
able to create additional lots,” said Mark 
Lewis, Cedar Park’s director of building 
inspections. “It’s just not always as clearly 
defined as it is for Cedar Park.”

Leander, in contrast, has room to expand 
on all but its northeast and south sides.

“We have so much open land which 
has yet to be annexed and zoned that we 
don’t even know how much residential or 
commercial or industrial land is going to be 
broken out in terms of acreage,” said David 
Hutton, Leander director of planning. 

Hutton said Leander's projected max-
imum population estimates range from 
150,000 to 200,000. It is the seventh-fastest 
growing city in Texas by number of new 
residents and the 12th by percentage of new 
residents to old. The city anticipates growth 
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Affordable Tuition  •  Flexible Schedules  •  Small Classes  •  Great Faculty

ACC. Smart Choice.
Now accepting applications for Spring 2008
Don’t wait, classes fill up fast!

Early registration begins November 12
(current and former students only)

Open registration begins November 19

Visit www.austincc.edu
or call (512) 223.4ACC

Start Here. Get There.
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Accessible -- Reliable --  Convenient
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Comprehensive Health Care in Williamson County

Serving Central Texas since 1909

“Come let my family show your family what a car buying 
experience should be. Call 345-4343 and ask for Kenny and 

I’ll get you the best deal on the car or truck you want.”
                                                     -Kenny Covert

Covert Ford
    SALE ENDS April 2nd

Shop online at covertauto.com
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Open Sundays 11am-5pm

Photos are for illustration purposes only.   *$5,000 off applies to MSRP $32,805, 2 to choose from.  **$8,000 off applies to MSRP $32,310, 4 to choose from.

$5,000 OFF
2007 Edge SELT

MSRP $8,000 OFF
2008 F150 SuperCrew XLT

MSRP
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Chrome Pkg!
Auto!

SAVE Thousands off every new 2008 Super Duty, 
2008 Fusion, 2008 Taurus and 2008 Taurus X!
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Remote Sensing!
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A century of Christmas morning church services
by Karen r. thompSon

Historical  
Impact

When new ministers are assigned to the 
Tenth Street United Methodist Church in 

Taylor, they are often surprised to find that they 
will be expected to hold Christmas morning 
church services at 6 a.m. The Julotta service, 
which began as a Swedish Methodist Church 
service 107 years ago, is one of the traditions 
still observed by the congregation today.

Many members of the Tenth Street Church 
congregation believe this early morning ser-
vice is the best way to be reminded of the true 
meaning of Christmas.

In the years immediately following the 
American Civil War, “American fever” spread 
to Sweden. Between 1867 and 1880, the second 
wave of the great migration from Europe began 
in earnest. The number of Swedish emigrants 

to arrive in the United States in 1865 was 
4,000. That number rose to 46,000 in 1887.

S.M. Swenson, the first Swede to arrive in the 
Republic of Texas in 1836 (the same year Tex-
as gained independence from Mexico), led this 
effort in Texas. Swenson had become wealthy 
in the new land, and following a trip back to 
Sweden in 1864, he set out to fully sponsor fel-
low Swedes coming to Texas. The Williamson 
County communities of Palm Valley (Round 
Rock), Hutto, Brushy Creek and Taylor accom-
modated 90 percent of the Swedish immigrants 
to Texas before 1890.

In Taylor, from 1896 to 1898, Rev. Carl C. 
Charnquist conducted church services in the 
homes of Taylor’s early settlers. Lutheran was 
the official church of Sweden, but Charnquist 
led the movement to Swedish Methodism in 
Texas. This resulted in the founding of the Tay-
lor church in 1900.

The original church was the chapel of a dis-
banded group. As the congregation increased, 
the church moved to its current site at 10th and 
Hackberry streets.

In addition to the 6 a.m. service, another 
way in which the congregation celebrates the 
meaning of Christmas is to decorate the church 
Christmas tree with “Chrismons,” Christian 
symbols made by members of the congregation.  

Tenth Street United Methodist Church in Taylor

Here, church member Ed Komandosky, in the role of Santa, 
poses for photos with the children of Lisa and Jason Jansky.

The “Churches of the Blackland” tour of 
historic churches in the Taylor area will be held 
from 1 to 4 p.m. Dec. 16, and admission is free. 
This tour is sponsored by the Taylor Conserva-
tion and Heritage Society and maps are avail-
able at the Dan Moody Museum at the corner 
of Ninth and Talbot streets. The tree and the 
other decorations in the sanctuary will be on 
display during the tour. The heritage society is 
asking for a donation of food items for the food 
pantry to be dropped off at the museum.

License Numbers: #101287, #119664

Santa first appears in Taylor during the annual Christmas 
parade, which was Dec. 1 this year. After that initial appearance, 
he is available for visits on the front porch of the old city hall at 
the corner of Main (Hwy. 95) and Fourth streets every Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday night. Volunteers from the Chamber of 
Commerce man Santa's chair each night.

Darren M. Kocs, M.D.
Hematology-Medical Oncology

Every cancer is different and so is every patient.  That’s why we are dedicated 
to providing advanced and personalized cancer care to patients in our 
community. We provide a comprehensive offering of cancer treatments 
and support services in our state of the art facility, including advanced 
radiation technologies and the latest clinical trials.  Our compassionate 
medical team will clearly explain test results, provide access to progressive 

treatment options, and treat you with the best medicine of all… care

For more information contact us today at 

512.341.8724

Round Rock Cancer Center 
2410 Round Rock Avenue, Ste. 150 • Round Rock, Texas 78681

w w w . t e x a s o n c o l o g y . c o m

Advanced cancer care.  Personalized just for you.  

Valerian Chyle, Jr., M.D.
Radiation Oncology

Lakshmi Balasubramanian, M.D.
Hematology-Medical Oncology
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monta akin

Q. What are your responsibilities as police chief?
A. To plan, direct and coordinate all functions of the 
police department; to prevent crime; to protect life 
and property and to enforce laws and order. 

Q. Did you always want to be chief?
A. I don’t know that it’s something I ever foresaw 
before I got into this profession, but as I worked my 
way through the ranks, it was a goal I thought was 
attractive. I felt like I could make a difference.

Q. How did you get interested in law enforcement?
A. As a kid growing up, I watched “One Adam 
Twelve” and all the cool TV shows, and I think I’ve 
always been interested in public service of some 
type. I think it’s kind of cliché, but it’s all about 
helping people, and I believe in that.

Q. What background is ideal for a police chief?
A. I think the balance really is experience and 
education. I think you can’t substitute one for the 
other; you need a little bit of both. 

Q. What are good skills to have in this profession?
A. No. 1 is good communication skills.  This is really 
a people job. You have to like people. You have to 
be patient and able to listen. You have to be able to 
listen to both sides of a situation and be equitable in 
terms of how you resolve it. 

Q. What is the biggest challenge facing Georgetown?
A. Over the last few years, we’ve seen a change in 
crime, but property crimes is still our biggest issue, 
always has been and continues to be. But as we’ve 
grown, we’re seeing more commercial development, 
and we’re starting to see more of the high-tech 
crime, computer crime, identity theft. Even with the 
growth, Georgetown remains a safe community to 
live and work in. 

Q. Where would we find you on the weekends? 
A. Predominantly I like to spend time with my kids. 
And then in my alone time, I love playing online 
computer games — first-person shooters and stuff 
like that. It’s my stress relief.

Q. What are your responsibilities as police chief?
A. I try to make sure the officers and employees 
here have the equipment they need to get the job 
done — best possible technology, best possible 
tools that we can afford. Of course, that motivation is 
to provide the best possible service to the people in 
the community. 

Q. What’s the most important thing you do?
A. It’s tempting to say just provide leadership for 
the department, provide the direction, but that’s 
generic. But it’s true.

Q. How did you get interested in law enforcement?
A. I was 21 years old, looking for a career. It seemed 
to be extremely diverse, whether it was the law 
or forensics — there are so many different areas. I 
thought it might be fun. 

Q. What background is ideal for a police chief?
A. Someone who’s had a broad range of experience 
and been exposed to all different types of people 
and someone who can write. Communication is 
the biggest thing we do. Everybody sees on TV the 
cops and robbers stuff and the highlight reel with 
“Cops,” the TV show. But what we spend most of our 
time doing is talking to people, trying to extricate 
information and then recording that in reports. 

Q. Why are you doing what you’re doing?
A. I do this because it’s fun. I love the people in the 
community. I love what law enforcement is about. I 
love the interaction with police officers and city staff.

Q. What is the biggest challenge facing Taylor?
A. Petty theft. By that I mean individuals will get in 
someone’s storage shed and grab a lawnmower or 
take a bicycle that’s left out front. It’s irritating. We’ll 
go out and catch them, and then the next group will 
be out doing the same thing. That said, if that’s the 
biggest problem we have, we’re doing pretty good. 

Q. Where would we find you on the weekends? 
A. Reading a book with a laptop because if a 
question comes up and I don’t know the answer, I’ve 
got to know. And a laptop will get it for me now. 

Q. What are your responsibilities as police chief?
A. Everything. You’re the department director so 
you have to be a leader. My basic job is to make sure 
that the personnel I have working for me are trained 
and equipped and provided the necessary tools to 
effectively do their job.

Q. How much of your job is out in the community and 
how much is administrative?
A. I would say 75 percent is administrative and 
25 percent is out in the community. I’m still heavily 
involved in going out with Neighborhood Watch and 
all of our community relations programs. As far as 
community relations goes, I expect all my officers to 
be ambassadors to the community.

Q. How did you get interested in law enforcement?
A. Before I went into law enforcement, I rode with a 
highway patrolman and saw what law enforcement 
did firsthand and kind of got bitten by the bug.

Q. What is the biggest challenge you face in your job?
A. To be able to get the funding to do what we need 
to do with the growth that is ongoing. A lot of times, 
the better the job law enforcement does, the more 
out of sight, out of mind it becomes with the citizens 
and council and city management. 

Q. As a city’s population grows, how does that affect 
law enforcement?
A. With people comes crime. As people come, 
businesses, retail and large shopping centers come, 
which is a whole different policing. Right now, 
we’re kind of a bedroom community, and policing 
neighborhoods is a lot easier than policing big 
retail developments because then you have more 
shoplifters, forgeries and fraudulent use of credit 
cards, theft and burglaries. 

Q. What are the most prevalent crimes in Hutto?
A. I would say family violence, but that’s something 
you can’t predict or control.

Q. What’s something people don’t know about you? 
A. This time of year, I’m a high school football 
official. I’ve been doing that for 22 years.

David morgan
Chief of police in Georgetown
78 officers on staff
Hired October 2000

harold thomas
Chief of police in Hutto
17 officers on staff
Hired December 2005

Jeff straub
Chief of police in Taylor
27 officers on staff
Hired October 1999

by Shannon Colletti

Key experience: Lieutenant, sergeant, detective, police 
officer, Georgetown Police Department
Years in Georgetown: 19
Years in law enforcement: 26
Family: Wife, Rose; four children
Contact info: 930-3528, dmorgan@georgetowntx.org

Key experience: Captain, Odessa Police Department
Years in Hutto: Two
Years in law enforcement: 26
Family: Wife, Teri; five children
Contact info: 759-5978, harold.thomas@huttotx.gov

Key experience: Lieutenant, Temple Police Department
Years in Taylor: Eight
Years in law enforcement: 25
Family: Two children
Contact info: 352-5552, jeff.straub@ci.taylor.tx.us


