
As landfill grows, so does controversy
by Shannon Colletti
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In a rural part of Hutto, early in the morn-
ing, dew covers the grass surrounding a 
landfill. All is quiet. Many people drive past 
the site without as much as a second glance. 
But hidden behind the landfill’s seemingly 
innocuous appearance, much like the waste 
it hides, is a controversy that has grown 
with the landfill the past four years.

Williamson County has owned the Wil-
liamson County Landfill since its creation 
in 1981. Located in Hutto on Hwy. 1660, 
between Hwy. 29 and Hwy. 79, the landfill 
occupies 202 acres and is permitted a maxi-
mum height of 70 feet.

Waste Management, a Houston-based 
company that operates some 283 North 
American active landfills, has been the 
landfill’s operator since the mid-1980s.  

Eighteen months ago, the county began 
negotiating its contract terms with Waste 
Management.

An end to these negotiations appeared to 
be in sight Aug. 28, when the Williamson 
County Commissioners were expected to 

by Kara Vaught

In the past legislative session, House Bill 2074 approved 
the creation of an East Williamson County Higher Educa-
tion Center. It did not, however, fund it.

The cities of Hutto and Taylor are now working on sepa-
rate proposals outlining how each would finance the build-
ing to house the EWCHEC. The center already exists as an 
entity and operates one program, the Legacy Early College 
High School, out of Temple College at Taylor.

“Temple College doesn’t have a taxing district down 
here,” said Dr. Chuck McCarter, executive director of the 
EWCHEC. “All we have is student tuition dollars, and 
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• managing waste a complicated process 
• parties fail to agree on terms of 
contract or expansion permit

Hutto, Taylor to make proposals for site of higher education center
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Cole Reed, theater manager

Georgetown becomes 
home to new life 
sciences center

by Shannon Colletti

Georgetown is dipping its toe into 
the biotechnology industry with the 
addition of a cutting-edge, regional life 
sciences hub.

In an effort to further scientific re-
search and diversify the city’s tax base, 
a few pioneering businessmen came up 
with an idea two and a half years ago 
and joined forces to establish the Texas 
Life-Sciences Commercialization Cen-
ter off IH 35B, north of Inner Loop.

Russ Peterman, president of CTO K 
Peterman Consulting Associates and 
one of the project’s driving forces, will 
be in charge of management, recruit-
ment and fund raising.

“The basic idea is that we want to cre-
ate a regional center in Georgetown to 
nurture life science companies,” Peter-
man said. “The goal is job creation and 
tax diversification for Georgetown.”
Recruiting the companies

TLC2, which uses Frisco’s North 
Texas Enterprise Center as a model, 
will eventually be home to numer-
ous small biotech companies that can 
share resources and expertise as they 
pursue their own scientific endeavors. 
The center already has two buildings 
with three tenants: Radix BioSolu-
tions, whose products are used in the 
medical diagnostic area and pharma-
ceutical research; Orthopeutics, L.P., 
which pursues non-surgical solutions 
for common orthopedic problems; and 
nanotechnology company Quantum 
Logic Devices.

Although similar in concept to a typ-
ical business incubator, Peterman said 
TLC2 distinguishes itself in one very 
important way: The center seeks com-
panies that are past the research and 
development stage. They’ve already de-
fined their product, have some funding 
and are about to hire many people.

“We’re not trying to be a university 
incubator, where you do research and 
you’re basically starting from scratch 
with growing a business concept,” he 
said. “We’re looking for companies well 
past that, on the verge of commercial-
ization of their product or service.”

The ideal TLC2 companies must meet 
certain criteria, in addition to being in 
the post-incubation stage. They must 
be small, with about three to five 
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• first program, early college HigH scHool, open now
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vote on the revised contract. But hopes of a 
resolution were dashed when the commis-
sioners tabled the contract instead. 

In the 4:1 vote, only County Judge Dan 
Gattis voiced his stance against postponing 
a decision.   

“Not voting for [the contract] today is a 
mistake. We’ve got a cancer that is affect-
ing the community, and we need to move 
on,” Gattis told the commissioners. “You’re 
causing a great deal of harm by dragging 
this on. It’s time to make up your mind.”
A brief overview of the landfill 

The Williamson County Landfill is a Type 
1 municipal solid waste landfill that accepts 

non-hazardous household, commercial, in-
dustrial and special wastes, as well as con-
struction and demolition debris.

The landfill does not accept hazardous 
materials such as batteries, liquids, house-
hold chemicals, paint, motor oil, used oil 
filters or florescent light bulbs. Law dictates 
that the responsibility falls on the people to 
sort the waste before disposing of it. 

Based on data from the Texas Commis-
sion on Environmental Quality, the state’s 
environmental agency that regulates land-
fills, there are 152 active Type 1 landfills in 

Who’s filling up the landfill?

79

1660
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Williamson Co. 
Landfill

Hutto 

About 37% of the trash from residents and 
businesses in Williamson county goes into the 
Williamson county Landfill.  
the remaining 63% goes outside county limits, 
primarily to neighboring counties.
Source: Waste Management

Artist’s rendering
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St. David’s HealthCare performs more open-heart surgeries, more cardiac catheterizations, more cardiac angioplasties 

and stent insertions than anyone in central Texas. We offer the only accredited Chest Pain Centers in the Austin area. 

When you turn to a St. David’s physician specialist for your heart, you plug into the region’s leader in heart care.

Find your St. David’s doctor at: StDavids.com or (512) 478-DOCS.

St . Dav id ’s  Nor th  Aus t in  Med ica l  Cente r  •  S t . Dav id ’s  Round  Rock  Med ica l  Cente r
St . Dav id ’s  Georgetown Hosp i ta l
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but appreciate all the conveniences 
of the new. 

To help you experience this 
juxtaposition of the old and new, 
we are introducing a new feature 
called Community Corridor. We 
show you an aerial photo of a local 
corridor and explain what is there 
and what may be coming soon. 

A county issue of opposing 
views is the ongoing debate about 
the landfill contract. Our top story 
breaks down the issue to help you 
understand what the controversy 
is all about, what is being done 
about it and how you can make an 
impact.

Another quality of life issue for 
residents is our education system 
and higher education options. Our 
story about the East Williamson 
County Higher Education Center 
gives an update on the project and 
explains the astounding economic 
impact for our communities. 
Regardless of which city the 
EWCHEC ends up in, it is a win 
for the county. 

There is no greater time to be 
reporting on the changing face of 
Williamson County. Please let us 
know how we are doing.

In response to our inaugural 
issue, we have received many 
e-mails from readers in our com-
munities. One reader wrote, “The 
idea of being focused on … our 
special Central Texas area will 
create more interested citizenry, a 
more informed resident and more 
involved community members.” 

The Community Impact team 
is thrilled to be covering George-
town, Hutto and Taylor as our 
fourth market. Our mission is to 
bring you useful, local informa-
tion that you can use to become 
better informed.

I have been back in Central 
Texas for several months now and 
have enjoyed becoming reac-
quainted with the area. Growing 
up in Pflugerville, I assumed we 
were one of the only 5A high 
schools in the state that still had 
a dairy farm across the street. 
Sometime during the past 14 
years, the cows have disappeared, 
along with many other landmarks 
and memories I have of this area. 
I miss the familiarity of the old, 
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2008 Models Are In

Published 13 times annually

What is Community Impact?

Readers respond to inaugural issue

Why is it free?

Who gets it?

Publisher John Garrett began Community Impact after recognizing the need for 
intelligently reported news covering northern Travis and Williamson counties, a 
region that is one of the fastest-growing areas in Texas. In September 2005, the 
first issue arrived in the homes of Pflugerville and Round Rock residents, bringing 
detailed maps of future toll roads and breaking stories about local hospitals.

In April 2006, CI expanded into Leander and Cedar Park, another fast-growing, 
underrepresented area. Coverage of Northwest Austin arrived in February 2007 
with CI’s third paper.

Now CI has branched out again, this time to Georgetown, Hutto and Taylor in 
August 2007 with the opening of its fourth paper. 

The care and investment the staff has in the region they represent sets CI apart. 
CI is an active member of the chambers of commerce in all the cities it represents, 
and a supporter of local schools, businesses and non-profit organizations.

I enjoyed the fact that 
you went in depth about 
some of the businesses, the 
building plans, the coming 
medical school in Round 
Rock and the mayors.  

- Kitt Pyle 

I received my copy today 
and immediately read it 
from front to back.  The 
information inside was 
invaluable!  I am so happy 
that you decided to print 
a paper for us. Thank you, 
thank you, thank you.

- Josie Nors

Without your very well 
written article, we’d not 
have known the Texan 
Café even existed. Keep up 
the good work.

- Ed Angel

Readers won’t be billed for CI because the paper is ad supported. Editorial content 
is never paid for and has a journalistic integrity uncommon for a free publication.

Our paper is mailed free to everyone in Georgetown, Hutto and Taylor once a 
month. The paper does not mail to post office boxes, but is available at libraries, 
chambers of commerce and the CI office. The articles  are available in the online 
archives at www.impactnews.com.

Free and easy to sign up at www.impactnews.com
Receive all the breaking news happening between issues of 
Community Impact Newspaper

Subscribe to Community Impact’s weekly 
E-Newsletter  • www.impactnews.com

Karin Shaver
kshaver@impactnews.com

Our current distribution areas
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by Katie Gutierrez

Business still blooming at 32-year-old nursery 
Owner Mark Ney greets his customers with a warm 

smile — and often by name — at McIntire’s Garden Cen-
ter in Georgetown. This should come as no surprise. After 
all, he’s known many of them for half of his life.

“We’ve had many, many of our customers for 20, even 
30 years,” Ney said. “But we always love getting new ones, 
and we do, often from surrounding areas like Hutto, 
Round Rock and Salado.”

Ney attributes the company’s success in customer reten-
tion to finding its niche: offering a wide variety of plants 
and garden products, while specializing in native Texas 
plants, flowers and trees. 

Visitors walking through the deceptively large garden 
center can choose from dozens of oak and pecan trees, 
vibrant redbuds and other fruit trees before moving on to 
the splashes of color that are McIntire’s flower offerings. 

From tiger lilies and trumpet vines to bougainvilleas 
and roses, Ney ensures that McIntire’s offers the widest 
selection around of perennials, shrubbery, pond plants 
and water lilies. Customers also enjoy McIntire’s eclectic 
collection of standalone fountains and statues. They have 
their pick of cherubs, cheery piglets, colorful cowboy 
boots, pottery and more.

Of course, a certain family business flavor doesn’t 
hurt, either.

Ney’s mother, Ruby McIntire, founded McIntire’s Gar-
den Center in 1976. The forward-thinking McIntire, who 
sold real estate in Austin for about 10 years, had always 
cultivated a love of plants, so launching McIntire’s seemed 
like a natural choice. 

McIntire also decided to forgo starting the business in 
Austin in favor of moving somewhere in the direction of 
the city’s growth — north, to Georgetown.

In its more than three decades of existence, McIntire’s 
has seen its share of changes. Ney would know, since he 
has worked there since its inception and, in 1998, pur-
chased the majority interest of the company.

“We used to do a lot of commercial landscaping — 
hospitals, businesses,” Ney said. “But it just gets to be too 
much sometimes, so we shifted our focus to retail.”

Streamlining the company’s offerings seems to be work-
ing. In the spring, which is high season, Ney said that the 
garden center is filled “wall to wall” with customers. At 
this time of year, customers visit McIntire’s for its selec-
tion of vegetables for fall gardens; tomatoes and peppers 
will soon give way to lettuce, broccoli and cauliflower. 

While she may not get her hands dirty, the store’s 
founder and original plant lover, Ruby McIntire, still 
keeps the books, Ney said with a smile.

georgetoWn business - mcintire’s garden center

Mark Ney, owner
Spring
Trees, shrubs, herbs, annuals, 
perennials, organic fertilizer, 
hanging baskets
Summer
Crepe myrtles

Fall
Pansies and snapdragons
Winter
Poinsettias and Christmas trees
February (almost a season all its own) 
Fruit trees and roses

mCintire’S beSt SellerS by SeaSon

GENUINE.
DEPENDABLE.

Genuine. Dependable. And handmade right here in the heart of Texas.  
We’re First State Bank Central Texas, and like a well-made pair of Texas 

boots, a good fit right down to the ground. Twenty-six locations and 
growing, all right here just to make banking easier for you.

Member FDIC

www.fsbcentex.com

Friendly Style Banking

711 San Gabriel Village Blvd. Ste. 100

McIntire’s Garden Center
303 Leander Road

863-8243
www.mcintiresgarden.comLeander Rd.

West University Ave.
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McIntire’s
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Center
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1  Looking for a new home? 
A new condominium community, Oaks at Wildwood, 
recently opened at 30 Wildwood Drive. The 
development, described as “a European Country-inspired 
neighborhood,” is on 17 acres and features two- and 
three-bedroom, ranch-style condos, waterfront home 
sites, a heated swimming pool and fitness center. For 
more information, call 686-0046. 

2  Dream cuisine
Epicureans, prepare your palates for the ultimate culinary 
journey, A Taste of Georgetown. For just $20 per ticket, 
you can savor the flavors of 25 local restaurants and 
caterers along with eight regional wineries who will 
showcase their best recipes and products. This year’s 
mouth-watering celebration will be on Oct. 11 at Wolf 
Ranch. Tickets will be sold at Georgetown H-E-Bs, 
Downtown Georgetown Association and the Sun City 
Association. For more information, call 868-8675. 

3  What’s happening at Wolf Ranch
With space still available, Wolf Ranch continues to 
welcome new tenants. Taco Cabana opened its doors July 
31 and Select Comfort arrived Aug. 17. Wing Stop will 
be moving in later this fall, and look for Bed, Bath and 
Beyond and Steak ’n Shake next year. For questions, call 
Taco Cabana at 863-7306, Select Comfort at 686-4535 or 
Wolf Ranch office at 930-8008. 

4  Courthouse rededication 
postponed
On Aug. 14, the Williamson County Commissioners 
Court agreed to postpone the rededication of the county’s 
1911 courthouse, which has undergone a $9 million 
restoration. No new date has been set. The county has 
been waiting on a certificate of occupancy as well as the 
completion of projects, including installation of various 
chairs and benches and landscaping improvements. For 
details, visit www.wilco.org.

5   Everyone’s a winner
To find the perfect way to honor this season’s team MVP, 
browse from a wide array of trophies and awards at the 
new location of Yours For Keeps at 1915 N. Austin Ave. 
in Park Avenue Center on Sept. 4. For more information, 
call 868-5881. 

6  Viva La France
Five recent films depicting life in Paris will be featured at 
Southwestern University’s 2007 Tournées Festival. Films 
will be shown Wednesday evenings at 7 p.m. beginning 
Sept. 12. The theme will be “Paris, France: The City of 
Lights in Contemporary French Cinema,” and the films, 
free and open to the public, will be shown at the F.W. 
Olin Building in room 105. For more information on the 
festival, including descriptions of each film, visit 
www.southwestern.edu/~prevots/tournees/.

7  Tee off and do some good
The 2007 Mercedes-Benz of Georgetown Golf 
Tournament will be at Cimarron Hills country club, 
located at 103 Cimarron Hills Trail, on Sept. 17. Format 
is 18-hole, individual stroke play. Cost is $200 per player, 
of which $150 will benefit Ride On Center for Kids. For 
more information and to register, contact Stephani Smith 
at 930-6183 or ssmith@mbogeorgetown.com.

8  Crash course in life
On Sept. 15, professional race car driver, film stunt man 
and motivational speaker Sammy Maloof will share his 
inspirational life story. Maloof, whose movie appearances 
include The Fast & the Furious: Tokyo Drift and Gone in 
60 Seconds, will also give free stunt rides to both children 
and adults. Abundant Faith Church is hosting the event 
at San Gabriel Park in the show barn from 11 a.m. until 
6 p.m. To learn more, call Mara Cardenas at 801-7803.

   

9  Raise your glass
Owners Dan and Becca Marek will open D’Vine Wine 
Sept. 18 at 817 S. Austin Ave., Ste. 101. They will offer 
wine tastings and host private events. Patrons can make 
their own wine with custom labeling. For questions call 
869-8600

10  Come and get it!
The Second Annual Up the Chisholm Trail Event & 
Chuck Wagon Cook-Off will begin Sept. 29 when a herd 
of longhorn cattle are driven from San Gabriel Park to 
Main Street. Enthusiasts of the Wild West can celebrate 
Georgetown’s location on the historic Chisholm Trail 
with live cowboy music, trick roping show, western 
craft exhibitors, longhorn petting, chuck wagon displays 
and more. Taste authentic trail cuisine at the annual 
chuck wagon cooking contest. The Williamson County 
Historical Museum is hosting the event. For questions, 
visit http://wchm-tx.org/Chuckwagon_2007.htm.  

11  Plan for the future
A new Edward Jones branch office opened Sept. 14 
at 3010 Williams Drive, Ste. 10. The investment firm 
provides advice on planning for retirement, investments, 
insurance, estate plans and trusts, education and 
more. For more information, call financial adviser Len 
Fischman at 930-0238 or visit www.edwardjones.com. 

12  Take it to heart
This summer, St. David’s Georgetown Hospital 
announced the addition of a nationally certified 
Chest Pain Center to more rapidly assess and treat 
cardiovascular and stroke patients who come into the 
hospital emergency department. Part of the hospital’s 
existing emergency department, the Chest Pain Center 
received new testing equipment. Someone with a heart 
attack can now be treated, rather than simply stabilized, 
at the hospital. For more information, visit 
http://stdavids.com/sdgh.aspx.

13  Pediatric clinic open house
Lone Star Circle of Care, provider of primary health care 
services to the uninsured and underinsured, is hosting 
a free open house so individuals in the community can 
meet the doctors and receive a tour of the pediatric 
practices. Sept.19 from 6 p.m. - 8 p.m. at the GCC 
Pediatric Clinic in Georgetown, 612 E. University Ave. 
For questions, contact Maria Serafine at 868-1124 x243.

14  Donate to some good paws
Sponsored by the Georgetown Animal Shelter and 
Georgetown Animal Outreach, “Art for Animals” will 
be Sept. 30 from 2 to 5 p.m. The coffee, chocolate and art 
fund-raiser will include a live and silent auction and will 
feature art created by the animals at the shelter. Proceeds 
will go to the shelter and GAO programs. The event 
will be at the Georgetown Community Center, 445 E. 
Morrow St., in San Gabriel Park. For more information, 
contact shelter manager Jackie Carey at 930-3527.
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News or questions about Georgetown? E-mail us at scolletti@impactnews.com.

Sammy Maloof, professional stunt man
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RV spots 
employees 
facility areas
luxury suites
training services

by Katie Gutierrez

General manager John Woods with his dog, Maverick  

Closer Look
         Local Business 

A selection of bones in plastic tubs lines the back wall 
of Triple Crown Dog Academy’s pro shop, not unlike a 
candy store for dogs. It features delicacies such as Pet Deli 
Large Center Cut, Pet Deli Knucklebone, Pet Deli Ham-
bone and Pet Deli Pig Ear. 

And that’s just the beginning of the unique offerings for 
pets and pet-owners alike at Triple Crown, the self-pro-
claimed largest and most comprehensive dog boarding, 
training, behavior and event center in the world.

“We treat [customers’] dogs like they’re members of 
our own family,” general manager John Woods said of the 
company’s business philosophy. “Dogs are here on vaca-
tion while you’re on vacation.”

Encompassing 360 acres of wooded property off CR 
137 in Hutto, the 13-year-old Triple Crown features a slew 
of exclusive activities for dogs, including the Beach Club, 
where dogs can frolic in beach sand and a 3-foot deep, 
bone-shaped swimming pool (supervised by a kennel 
technician at all times). 

Other activities include the Brush and Hugs Massage, 
particularly enjoyable for geriatric dogs, Woods said. 

Then there’s the latest offering: The Adventure Trail. The 
2.1-mile wooded trail features agility equipment and lets 
owners bond with their canine companions. 

It might be hard to imagine that Triple Crown began in 
the Tucson, Ariz., backyard of owner Jerry Wolfe — but it’s 
not hard to understand why Wolfe chose Central Texas for 
his company’s flagship location.

“Jerry was looking for an environment that would be 
accessible to pet-owners from all over America,” Woods 
explained. “Williamson County provided ample growth 
opportunities and beautiful property, with good people 
and, most importantly, a good environment for dogs.”

Dogs lodging at Triple Crown enjoy spacious indoor/
outdoor accommodations, and boarding services range 
from Basic to Luxury Suites, Triple Crown’s top-of-the-
line service. The Luxury Suites are housed in an all-indoor 
facility featuring a soothing paint scheme, flat-screen 
televisions playing “dog-friendly” movies, filtered water, 
elevated food bowls and beds and soft music that plays in 
the evenings. Dogs are taken out for daily playtimes and 
have private runs with synthetic turf for more exercise. 

Woods’ own dog, Maverick, a black Labrador mix res-
cued from a shelter, seems right at home at Triple Crown. 
With bright eyes and a glossy coat, he greets Woods as he 
walks into his office, “lethal” tail wagging uncontrollably. 

Woods pats Maverick affectionately and then takes him 
out to the Academy’s sports field to play.

hutto business - triple croWn dog academy

‘World’s largest’ dog boarding, training facility

T R I P L E  C R O W N  D O G  A C A D E M y  B y  T H E  N U M B E R S

sq. ft. facility
sq. ft. climate-controlled event center
acres of wooded property
dogs at full capacity
indoor/outdoor runs
dog events currently scheduled

100,000
32,000
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210
200
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Serving Central Texas since 1909

“Come let my family show your family what a car buying 
experience should be. Call 345-4343 and ask for Kenny and 

I’ll get you the best deal on the car or truck you want.”
                                                     -Kenny Covert

Photos are for illustration purposes only.

Covert Ford

Shop online at covertauto.com
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#1 volume dealer in Central Texas for 
12 straight years!

Open Sundays 11am-5pm

Triple Crown Dog Academy
200 CR 197  •  759-2275
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by Katie Gutierrez 

When attorney Bryan Farney and his wife, Marsha, a 
school district curriculum adviser, purchased the Howard 
Theatre in 2003, they acquired an 80-year-old piece of 
Taylor history. This explains why they were at a crossroads 
when it came time to make decisions about remodeling.

“The Farneys debated about whether we should reuphol-
ster the 1948 seats or remove and replace them entirely,” 
recalled Cole Reed, theater manager who has also been 
with the Howard since 2003. “We could reupholster and 
have a truly historic, restored theater museum — that 
people would only enjoy for 15 minutes before walking off 
to someplace with modern comforts — or we could taste-
fully remodel and effectively pay homage to the past while 
building a bridge to the present.”

That past, in the opinion of Reed and the Farneys, is one 
worth paying homage to. 

Today’s Howard Theatre was originally called the Rita. 
Built in 1925, the Rita played all the B-rate movies in town, 
while the Howard, a decade older and right across the 
street, played the A-rate movies. Howard Bland and his 
son owned both theaters and, in the 1950s, opted to close 
the original Howard and move its sign to the larger Rita 
facility. The newly refurbished Rita/“New Howard” opened 
its doors in 1958 and has since passed hands nearly half a 

dozen times before reaching the Farneys. 
Reed said that the Farneys, who are Williamson County 

natives, don’t regard themselves as the theater’s “owners” 
as much as they do its current “caretakers.” The couple also 
holds various other historic properties throughout Bastrop 
and Georgetown; they consider it their role, Reed said, to 
preserve historic buildings while ensuring that they still 
function as viable businesses.

In the end, the Farneys agreed with Reed’s remodeling 
sense. They removed the worn 1940s seats and replaced 
them with 224 plush crimson theater seats, complete with 
cup holders and plenty of leg room. The rich burgundy 
flowered carpet, too, is a product of the remodeling, as are 
the theater’s light fixtures and retro “H” logo. 

Of course, not everything old was replaced with some-
thing new. 

The projector head is from 1938, while the light-gener-
ating console is from the late 1950s. The sound equipment 
dates from the ’60s to the ’80s. And movies are all played 
via a motion picture platter system, invented in the ’50s to 
allow film to be played continuously, rather than requiring 
projectionists to switch the reels out every 20 minutes.

In an era of “big is best,” the Howard fits right in a com-
munity that, as Reed said with a smile, is still a community. 

taylor business - hoWard theatre
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ain St.

3rd St.

2nd St.

Historic theater bridges past with present

T H E  S A G A  O F  T H E  H O WA R D  T H E AT R E

1914: Colonial Theatre opens

1924: Theater is renamed the Howard

1925: Rita Theatre opens across from the Howard

1959: New Howard opens, plays Alias, Jesse James

Howard
Theatre

Every cancer is different and so is every patient.  That’s why we are dedicated 
to providing advanced and personalized cancer care to patients in our 
community. We provide a comprehensive offering of cancer treatments 
and support services in our state of the art facility, including advanced 
radiation technologies and the latest clinical trials.  Our compassionate 
medical team will clearly explain test results, provide access to progressive 

treatment options, and treat you with the best medicine of all… care.

For more information contact us today at 

512.341.8724

Round Rock Cancer Center 
2410 Round Rock Avenue, Ste. 150 • Round Rock, Texas 78681

w w w . T e x a s O n c o l o g y . c o m

Advanced cancer care.  Personalized just for you.  

SURVIVE CANCER

FBstudentLendingAdCommIm.indd   1 8/27/2007   9:21:52 AM
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Closer Look
         Local Business 

1972: United Artists remodels, turns segregated

              balcony into second screen

2003: Bryan and Marsha Farney purchase and

              remodel the Howard

Howard Theatre
308 N. Main St.  • 352-2995
www.howardtheatre.com

Cole Reed, manager
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A HOSPITAL THIS ADVANCED
DESERVES A GOOD HOME.

IN EARLY 2008, THE QUALITY CARE FOR WHICH THE SETON 

FAMILY OF HOSPITALS IS KNOWN, WILL BE CLOSER TO YOU AND 

YOUR FAMILY. SETON MEDICAL CENTER WILLIAMSON WILL OPEN 

AS THE COUNTY’S LARGEST AND ONLY FAITH-BASED MEDICAL 

CENTER. SERVICES WILL INCLUDE: COMPREHENSIVE EMERGENCY 

SERVICES; AN INTENSIVE CARE UNIT SUPPORTED BY CRITICAL CARE 

SPECIALISTS; GENERAL MEDICAL & SURGICAL CARE; DIAGNOSTIC 

& INTERVENTIONAL CARDIOLOGY; CARDIOVASCULAR SURGERY; 

CANCER CARE; ORTHOPEDICS; UROLOGY; NEUROSCIENCES; AND 

DIGESTIVE DISEASES. 

 

IN ADDITION, THIS NEW STATE-OF-THE-ART FACILITY WILL 

FEATURE A WOMEN’S CENTER PROVIDING LABOR & DELIVERY, 

OB/GYN SURGERY AND LEVEL II NURSERY SERVICES.

seton.net/williamson

SWL-036-070720.indd   1 7/20/07   9:00:35 AM
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News or questions about Hutto or Taylor? 
E-mail us at scolletti@impactnews.com.

Making house calls
The Cedar Park-based Visiting Angels 
held a ribbon cutting in Hutto on July 12. 
The Visiting Angels is a national network 
of homecare agencies providing services 
to help elderly adults continue to live in 
their own homes. For more information, 
contact Arvie Potter at 259-8335 or visit 
www.visitingangels.com. 
 

1  Center offers free help
On Aug. 16 the HOPE Pregnancy 
Center celebrated its new location, which 
opened in May at 103 Jim Cage Lane, 
with a ribbon cutting. The center offers 
assistance for unplanned pregnancy such 
as education, counseling and various local 
resources. To learn more, call 846-1902 or 
visit www.hpcofhutto.org. 

2  New school for children
The brand-new Ray Elementary School 
opened on Aug. 27, welcoming 636 
pre-kindergarten through fifth-grade 
students who will be led by principal Janet 
Reichardt, assistant principal Michael 
Wakefield, 35 teachers and additional 
staff. Located at 225 Swindoll Lane, off S. 
FM 1660, Ray is the fourth elementary 
school in the district. The school is named 
after Mrs. J.C. Bertha Ray, an influential 
teacher whose career in Hutto spanned 
three decades in the early 20th century. 
For more information, call 759-5450 or 
visit www.hutto.txed.net.

1  Bring your appetite
The best in brisket, sausage, chicken, ribs 
and more will be at the Seventh Annual 
SPJST Annual BBQ Cook-Off Sept. 
21-22. Entrants can win $3,000 in prize 
money, trophies and lifelong bragging 
rights. In addition to mouth-watering 
barbeque, there’s a free dance on Friday 
night. The cook-off will take place at 
5025 FM 619. For questions contact Jesse 
Pospisil at 365-1110.

Streets receive makeover
More than seven miles of Taylor steets 
are being leveled and resurfaced. Since 
the beginning of the project in 2000, 
some 50 miles have been resurfaced. 
This year’s budget of $638,444 brings the 
total investment in street rehabilitation 
and maintenance to approximately $3.5 
million. A complete list of streets to be 
repaired this year can be found on the City 
of Taylor Web site at www.ci.taylor.tx.us. 

2  Salon grand opening
Gretchen’s Styles owners Gretchen 
and Enrique Robles celebrate the grand 
opening of their new salon with family 
and friends and fellow members of the 
Taylor Chamber of Commerce. The salon 
is located at 1100 W. Second St., at the 
corner of Second and Victoria streets. To 
make an appointment, call 352-5655.

3  Dress up your tresses
Lucy Bona, who has been doing hair 
since she was 12 years old, opened Lucy’s 
Braids & Beauty Salon at 101 Taylor St. 
in June. Bona specializes in braiding and 
offers all braid styles, including micro 
braids, corn row designs, dreadlocks, as 
well as twist-braid washing and damaged 
hair treatment. To make an appointment, 
call 846-2962. 

4  Gift shop to relocate
Florist and gift shop Dragonfly will 
be moving from 208 E. Hwy. 79 
into the downtown space previously 
occupied by In the Red Antiques at 
202 Farley St. Open since August 2004, 
Dragonfly will re-open Oct. 1. For more 
information, contact Cindy Allen-Lott 
at 846-1777, (866) 507-4438 or www.
dragonflyfloralandgifts.com. 

New Hutto  EDC director
The Hutto Economic Development 
Corporation hired a new executive
director. Scott Martinez, a Mississippi 
native, most recently worked as
the bureau manager for the Mississippi 
Development Authority in Jackson.
Martinez’s first day was Sept. 4. For more 
on the EDC, visit www.huttoedc.com. 

Hutto Chamber news
Kurt Johnson II became the new Hutto 
Chamber of Commerce president at the 
end of July to replace former president 
Elizabeth Page, who moved to be 
closer to family. Johnson has followed 
the city’s rapid growth as he worked 
in broadcasting, public affairs and 
management. To contact the Chamber, 
call  759-4400.
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The H&R Block Income Tax 
Course will teach you how 
to prepare tax returns and 
develop tax-saving strategies. 
Upon successful completion, 
some students may have the 
opportunity to earn extra income 
as H&R Block tax professionals.* 

Bilingual students encouraged 
to enroll!

For class times and locations, 
visit hrblock.com/taxcourses 
or call

Enroll now!

“ I got people, they taught 
me how to prepare taxes. 

 Now I am people.”

*Enrollment restrictions may apply. Enrollment in, or 
completion of, the H&R Block Income Tax Course is 
neither an offer nor a guarantee of employment. 
©2007 H&R Block Tax Services, Inc. DisplayAd_L6NOM

1-800-HRBLOCK.

The H&R Block Income Tax Course will 
teach you how to prepare tax returns 
and develop tax-saving strategies. Upon 
successful completion, some students may 
have the opportunity to earn extra income 
as H&R Block tax professionals.* Bilingual 
students encouraged to enroll!

For class times and locations, visit hrblock.
com/taxcourses or call 1-800-HRBLOCK.

Enroll now!

*Enrollment restrictions may apply, Enrollment in, or completion 
of, the H&R Block Income Tax Course is neither an o�er nor a 
guarantee of employment.
©2007 H&R Block Tax Services, Inc.    DisplayAd_L6NOM

3  Sears gets new owner
Pat Swanson took over ownership of 
Sears, located at 2121 N. Main St., in 
May and celebrated with a ribbon cutting 
July 27. Sears District Manager Melinda 
Roberts, Sears Manager Duane Lawson 
and others were present to help her 
celebrate. For questions, call 365-2121.

4   Find the perfect gift
Yours Truly has moved locations from 
423 N. Main St. to 421 N. Main St. The gift 
shop, owned by Kayla Patschke, specializes 
in unique, eclectic items. Contact the store 
at 352-2894 or www.yourstrulygifts.net.

Taylor Chamber news
The time has come to bid farewell to 
longtime Taylor Chamber of Commerce 
president Shänta Kuhl. She will be moving 
to Seguin and will take over Chamber 
president responsibilities there beginning 
Sept. 24. As for the next Taylor Chamber 
president, a search 
committee is actively 
meeting to find a 
replacement. More on 
the Taylor Chamber 
can be found at 
www.taylorchamber.org.
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Regional  
Impact

Accessible: Same-day Appointments � Urgent Care Centers � After Hours Clinics � All-night Phone Nurse

Reliable:  Most Health Plans Accepted � Comprehensive Health Care � Quality Assurance

Convenient:  18 locations � Onsite Lab and X-ray � Online Appointment Requests � Multispecialty Group

HWY 79

Farley St.

Ex
ch

an
ge

 B
lv

d.

East St.

M
ain St.

W
est St.

Short St.

Union Pacific Railroad

1660

ARC Hutto
846-1244 or 877-846-1244

Everywhere you need us to be
Austin • Cedar Park • Round Rock • Pfl ugerville • Hutto • Kyle (coming 2008)

ARC-INFO (272-4636) 
AustinRegionalClinic.com

The ARC Advantage

AUSTIN
REGIONAL
CLINIC
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Joint effort builds 
major swim center

The City of Round Rock and the YMCA 
of Greater Williamson County have part-
nered to build the city’s first indoor, com-
petitive aquatic center with plans to begin 
construction next month. More than just a 
swimming pool, the $6 million facility will 
have water therapy resources, play features 
such as a water slide and competitive swim-
ming seating. 

It will be only the third year-round, com-
petitive swimming center of its kind in the 
Austin area; University of Texas’ Lee and 
Joe Jamail Texas Swimming Center and Ce-
dar Park’s Nitro Swim are the other two. 

“We both found out there was a need for 
a year-round aquatic center,” said Jeff An-
dresen, president of the YMCA of Greater 
Williamson County. “We got together and 
started talking about a way we could co-
fund the swimming pool. We figured out 
that together we could do a larger facility 
than on our own.” 

Construction will begin next month, and 

by Shannon Colletti

Facilities compared to UT swim 
center and Cedar Park’s Nitro Swim

Plans for the Round Rock Family YMCA

The new competitive swimming center will be the first of its kind in Round Rock

Eight-lane, 25-yard •	
heated competitive 
swimming pool
100 capacity aluminum •	
bleachers

Family dressing •	
rooms & restrooms
Whirlpool•	
Slide•	

Lazy river•	
Splash and spray toys•	
Splashpad (zero entry)•	
Hot tub•	

The facility will have:

Mays

Bowman 
Dr.

Courtesy of YMCA of Greater Williamson County

completion is expected by next fall.
The city and YMCA partner

The idea of a partnership between the 
YMCA and the city originated when An-
dresen approached city officials. Although 
City Manager Jim Nuse said the city has 
collaborated with private entities many 
times, he doesn’t think any approach has 
matched the magnitude of this indoor 
aquatic center.

“There was a demonstrated need for 
competitive aquatics and through this part-
nership, that need will be met,” Nuse said. 
“It’s something that we would have had 
a hard time doing on our own and the Y 
would have had a hard time doing on its 
own. So we combined the public and pri-
vate resources. I’ve got great confidence the 
Y has the skills and ability to really make 
this a prize for the community.”

The YMCA raised $4 million to go to-
ward the new pool and contributed the 
land, and earlier this summer, Round Rock 
city council approved $2 million from cer-
tificates of obligation. The Y will be solely 
responsible for the center’s management, 
including operations and maintenance. 

The city will retain the right to reserve 
the pool 10 days a year and will most likely 
use those days to enhance its Sports Capital 
of Texas programs, Nuse said.

Seton Medical Center Williamson, which 
will open early next year, also saw poten-
tial in the aquatic center and has already 
secured a role in utilizing the warm water 

therapy swimming pool for its patients.
“[The center] really fills a void that we have 
now and would have had going forward. It 
couldn’t be a better relationship,” Nuse said. 
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“We appreciate the 
professional and personalized 
care this locally owned bank 
has provided us.  Thank you, 
First Texas Bank, for being 
our convenient, friendly, 

hometown banking partner 
for 25 years.”

900 S. Austin Ave.

721 Hwy. 183

5321 Williams Dr.

480 Del Webb Blvd.

111 E. 7th Street

a b r i d g e d  s t o r i e s  f r o m  o u r  r e c e n t  r o u n d  r o c k  /  p f l u g e r v i l l e 
a n d  c e d a r  p a r k  /  l e a n d e r  p u b l i c a t i o n s

“In Cedar Park, there is absolutely no equivalent to 1890 
Ranch,” said Phil Brewer, economic development director 
who helped guide the city’s newest shopping center into 
its spot along 183A Toll. When it opens in October, 1890 
Ranch promises to bring Cedar Park not only more 
shopping and its first movie theater, but additional tax 
revenue and a sense of place.

Built on land owned by the Carssow family since 
1970, 1890 Ranch will become Cedar Park’s largest retail 
development covering 900,000 sq. ft. Construction began 
on the project last October, and the developer, Endeavor 
Real Estate Group, expects to open phase one by Oct. 15.

“With the huge amount of Leander and Cedar Park 
growth, the area was ripe and needed to have a retail influx,” 
said Endeavor principal Will Majors. “We are certainly an 
Austin-based company, but as Austin continues to grow, 
we’re going to have to increase our scope.”

Endeavor owned a tract of land on the north side of 
FM 1431 and had optioned land on the south side, but 
eventually let the option fall to the wayside, Brewer said. 
When the Cedar Park Regional Medical Center became a 
reality, Brewer re-initiated contact with Endeavor officials, 
encouraging them to take a second look at Cedar Park.

“I opened a dialogue through the Economic Development 
Corporation that set off a sequence of events that ended up 
with Endeavor putting land under contract and doing the 
studies that showed it would be a successful spot for a retail 
center,” he said.

The Economic Development Corporation estimates that 

1890 Ranch will bring in an excess of 1,000 jobs and $10 to 
$20 million into the community annually. 

“Really we’re just following the growth along the new toll 
road system,” Majors said. “It’s very similar to what you see 
in the Dallas North Tollway; there’s been a huge influx of 
growth following the Tollway from Dallas to Frisco.”

1890 Ranch’s first phase will be filled with large anchor 
stores and restaurants, Majors said, that have been trying 
to break into this fruitful market. Some of the confirmed 
tenants include PetSmart, Super Target and Circuit City. 
Two other phases will be added later, with phase two 
expected to be finished by summer 2008.

Besides serving hungry shoppers, 1890 Ranch’s 
restaurants will do double duty, serving a lunch crowd 
from the nearby Cedar Park Regional Medical Center. The 
medical center is expected to open shortly after 1890 Ranch 
in January 2008 and will create an estimated 500 jobs in the 
community, according to hospital partners.

The medical center has also factored into the design 
of 1890 Ranch’s third phase. Preliminary plans for the 
buildings on the northeast side, closest to the hospital, 
include offices with possible retail space above. 

“We’re still figuring out what we’re going to do with phase 
three,” Majors said. “We’re trying to determine whether 
they will be best used for medical offices, medical condos 
or multifamily residential. We’re talking to companies 
more specialized in the medical office field because it’s not 
something Endeavor has typically done.”

Brewer sees the future of health care-related space as a 
necessity in the area.

1890 Ranch brings retail, movies and tax revenue
by Rachel youens

The construction of 183A 
Toll has paved the way for 
Cedar Park’s largest retail 
development, 1890 Ranch. 
Phase one opens Oct. 15 
near the Cedar Park Regional 
Medical Center, with two 
more phases to follow.

Cedar Park shopping 
center scheduled for 
October opening

1431

1890 Ranch

Cedar Park Regional 
Medical Center

“A number of developers are already looking at medical 
office buildings, and some are already developing next 
door,” he said. “There will be a need, and I think we’ll see 
additional medical office space in this area whether it’s in 
1890 Ranch or not.”

Plans for the Round Rock Family YMCA

The new competitive swimming center will be the first of its kind in Round Rock

Eight-lane, 25-yard •	
heated competitive 
swimming pool
100 capacity aluminum •	
bleachers

Family dressing •	
rooms & restrooms
Whirlpool•	
Slide•	

Lazy river•	
Splash and spray toys•	
Splashpad (zero entry)•	
Hot tub•	

The facility will have:

Mays

Bowman 
Dr.

Courtesy of YMCA of Greater Williamson County
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Same Day
Appointments

The Scott & White Georgetown Clinic is
committed to the well being of our community.

It’s not just a building, not just a range of services, not just a medical

staff. It’s the most recent example of our commitment to extend the

finest care to the families of Central Texas. With two locations, our

Georgetown-based physicians provide a range of services from family

medicine to acute care to meet your health care needs.

Scott & White accepts all major insurances.

Georgetown

512-819-0500 
Georgetown Central

512-509-9550

CLOSER

CARE

www.sw.org
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there’s no way you could build a building with student tu-
ition dollars — I don’t think the state would allow it any-
way. So it’s going to be up to each community.”

McCarter said he expects to receive each city’s proposal 
by the end of September. Neither city would reveal details 
of the plans, but confirmed the proposed sites, which lie 
just four miles apart. Hutto’s plan includes a campus on FM 
3348 near Frame Switch, which is an unincorporated area 
near the Taylor city limits. Taylor’s site is southeast of the 
intersection of Loop 397 and FM 973.

“Wherever it goes, it’s going to be a great boon to this 
side of the county and people who live here in terms of 
education opportunities,” said John Nelson, executive di-

rector of the Taylor Economic Development Corporation. 
Partners in education

EWCHEC is a partnership of Temple College at Taylor 
and Texas State Technical College-Waco. The center’s goal, 
McCarter said, is to provide a portfolio of education and 
workforce training options to traditional and non-tradi-
tional students. 

Other universities, including Texas Tech, Texas A&M 
and the University of Mary Hardin-Baylor, could become 
partners as well, but McCarter said no duplication of pro-
grams will be allowed. TCAT offers core classes, electives 
and licensed vocational nurse training, while TSTC-Waco 
plans to offer career and technology courses in biomedi-
cal equipment, RV maintenance, automotive, construction 
and welding. 
Economic boost

Once proposals from each city are received, Temple Col-

Higher education
continued FRoM |1

Life sciences center
continued FRoM |1

lege will pick the plan that best fits EWCHEC’s needs.
“We’re not trying to play each city against each other, but 

they are competing for this. The Texas Comptroller’s office 
says that for every dollar spent to educate youth past high 
school, $5.50 is returned to the Texas economy,” McCarter 
said. “So if one of the communities invested $5 million in 
getting a building built, then you can multiply that by $5.50 
and that’s the return in terms of economic development.”

McCarter said he expects that ground will break on the 
chosen site as early as this spring. EWCHEC would be built 
in phases, the first being a 30,000 sq. ft. building composed 
of classrooms, labs, an auditorium and administrative of-
fices. In the interim, he said classes may be held in alternate 
locations yet to be determined.

“If we have to teach out of industry shops when they’re 
not using them, we’ll do that. If someone will loan us space, 
we’ll do that,” said Bill Segura, TSTC system chancellor.

Early college high school
Fifty-six Hutto and taylor independent 

School district freshmen have the opportunity 
to earn 60 hours of college credit during the 
next four years, each saving approximately 
$20,000 in university tuition.

the Legacy early college High School, 
a partnership of temple college and Hutto 
and taylor iSds, offers students high school 
curriculum combined with dual-credit courses 
transferable to many colleges and universities. 

“early college high school is primarily 
focused on kids who are bright, but never 
thought about college as part of their future,” 
said chuck Mccarter, executive director of 
the east Williamson county Higher education 
center, under which Legacy operates. “this is 
their opportunity to get exposure to college, 
and the research indicates this will rescue 
them from dropping out.”

Middle college 
A grant application is pending to fund east 

Williamson county Higher education center’s 
middle college program, in which high school 
juniors and seniors could take college classes, 
Mccarter said.

“this is our first partnership endeavor with 
texas State technical college-Waco. the program 
is about is giving students the opportunity as a 
technician to work on the sophisticated equip-
ment hospitals use,” he said. 

More programs in other fields would be 
added as interest and funding permits. 

“We’re starting with the biomedical equip-
ment technology because teA put out a request 
for innovative career technology grant proposals. 
We think this is innovative because we have not 
only tStc-Waco and temple college as partners, 
we also have an industry partner who will 

during morning hours, Legacy students take 
elective classes at their respective home campus, 
after which they are bused to temple college at 
taylor for an afternoon of core courses taught 
by Hutto and taylor iSd teachers. dual-credit 
college courses taught by tcAt professors will 
begin in the spring.

eWcHec received a grant of $600,000 from 
the texas education Agency last december to 
cover Legacy’s costs for the first two years of 
operation. Hutto and taylor iSds contribute 
$2,000 per student. each year, Legacy will take a 
freshman class of no more than 100 students.

“We got notification of our grant late, so it 
was April before we began recruiting this year,” 
Mccarter said. “We are really ahead of the game 
now and will start recruiting in october.”

More information about Legacy early college 
High School as well as an application are avail-
able at www.ewchec.com/earlycollege.html.

provide internships and hire the graduates,” 
Mccarter said.

triMedx is a national clinical engineering 
company that contracts with hospitals to 
maintain, repair and calibrate equipment from 
microscopes to MRi machines. 

“it’s a great job,” Mccarter said. “By the 
time these middle college kids graduate from 
high school, they’ll already have 20-25 hours 
college credit out of the way. that will jump 
start them through tStc-Waco’s biomedical 
equipment technology program and triMedx 
can then hire them with a starting salary 
around $40,000 a year.”

Mccarter said the goal is to begin the 
middle college program in Spring 2008. if 
eWcHec wins the $350,000 teA grant, the 
taylor economic development corporation 
has promised to contribute $100,000 toward 
middle college.

Two new educational opportunities give high school students more options

Legacy Early College High School principal 
Richard Kolek speaks with students.

employees. They must also be in the bio-
technology field.

Peterman said the goal for TLC2 is to at-
tract similar companies to create a cluster 
that can mutually benefit each other.

Kerry Oliver is CEO of Radix BioSolu-
tions, the first company to sign with TLC2.

“We’re really excited about the center’s 
use of different small companies that have 
different areas of expertise and can work to-
gether to produce something that none of 
us by ourselves could be able to produce,” 
Oliver said.
Who’s behind the center

Peterman said the City of Georgetown 
has supported the center, and on Aug. 28, 
council members approved funding for it. 
Although TLC2 has the city’s support, it will 
be a non-profit corporation. 

In addition to financial backing from the 
city, funding has come from the George-
town Chamber of Commerce and South-
western University. Peterman said several 
additional sources are  pending.

Tim Harris, president of Georgetown 

Commercial Properties, has been another 
integral part of the center’s inception. His 
company is providing the buildings.

U.S. Rep. John Carter, whose platforms 
include veteran’s health care and homeland 
security, said that TLC2 will put the biotech 
industry “on the edge of a miracle” for all 
those suffering from illnesses.
An economic difference

The traditional economic development 
model in Georgetown hinges on seeking 
big employers by providing them with big 
incentives and then watching them create a 
multitude of jobs. 

TLC2 is based on a different model, how-
ever. Harris gives much credit for the con-
cept of TLC2 to Oliver, who indicated that if 
they could find a way to nurture small bio-
tech companies past the incubation stage 
but ready to produce a product, they could 
attract early-stage companies that could 
grow into big employers. This tactic would 
be a non-traditional approach to economic 
development.

Peterman said that according to the eco-
nomic development model, for every pri-
mary job created with this center, there will 
be approximately 5.7 other jobs created, be-

cause of the economic impact of the high-
paying jobs.
Why Georgetown?

Several factors make Georgetown 
“uniquely qualified” to house the center, 
Peterman said. Location is one.

“We’re close to UT, A&M and Fort Hood,” 
he said, “and a lot of other things that need 
biotech services or have a biotech culture.” 

AngelouEconomics did a study that indi-
cated the biotech sector will be experienc-
ing huge growth in future years and that 
centers like TLC2 work well about 30 miles 
from major universities, such as UT.

Another factor is the plethora of human 
resources willing to offer business advice.

“We have a huge wealth in Georgetown 
of intellectual property in terms of Sun City 
retirees and biotech executives who’ve ex-
pressed an interest and are willing to donate 
their time to help these companies,” he said. 
“They’ve been where these companies are.”

A lower cost of operations, proximity to 
medical schools and hospitals and good 
quality of life are still more factors.
The next steps

TLC2 plans include adding two more 
buildings to their 5.5-acre lot soon and ex-
panding even more in the future.

 The center’s greatest challenge will be 
to become self-sustaining in the next three 
years, which isn’t easy, Peterman said. 

“The miracle,” he added, “is that so many 
innovative things are happening with these 
biotech companies that can really change 
healthcare.”

TLC2’s potential impact on 
the community

According to the founders of 
TLC2, the life-sciences center 
might have many advantages 
for Georgetown.
•  Innovation-based economic development in Georgetown will
    be established by creating a non-profit, post-incubation
    biotech commercialization center

•  The nexus of a new life-sciences cluster in the five-county
    region will be formed

•  High-paying, sustainable jobs will be added to create wealth
    and diversify the tax base for the entire community

•  Long-term capital investment will be stimulated

•  The investment in biotech will be leveraged into a broader
    ‘technology gateway’ in southern Georgetown and along the
    chisholm technology corridor between Georgetown and
    Round Rock

•  Scientific advancements will be enhanced for the university
    community as well as the benefit of mankind

Orthopeutics CEO Eric Hauck, TLC2’s 
future executive director Russ Peterman, 
Orthopeutics founder Tom Hedman and 
Radix BioSolutions president Kerry Oliver

Eric Hauck, president/CEO of Orthopeutics, relocated his company to Georgetown 
from San Diego Aug. 10. He explained his decision for the move.

“We were trying to find a place that would allow us to maximize the investment dollars that were put 
into our company,” he said. “We went on a nationwide search and what we found was in Georgetown. 
This new biotech corridor that they’re trying to build [is] most suited to what we thought would be the 
most fertile place for us to start our company. Georgetown offers a very nice lifestyle, great people, a 
good business environment and a place where our families could grow up and we’d be happy about it.”
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Traces of Hutto’s 1900 boom still evident
by Karen r. thompSon

Historical  
Impact

In 1876, the town of Hutto was established when the 
International and Great Northern Railroad was built 
three miles north of Shiloh.

A small farming community, Shiloh was near the 
crossroads of FM 135 and FM 139 on the north side of 
Brushy Creek. The McCutcheon-Shiloh Cemetery is all 
that remains of the once-thriving town.

 In 1848, the year of Williamson County’s founding, 
Nelson Morey and Josiah Taylor both opened stores 
in Shiloh. There was a school and a church. Residents 
included the well-known Juvenal, Kuykendall, Stearns, 
Smalley, Swindoll and Wilbarger families. A log house 
stood nearby, built by Adam Orgain, a black man born a 
slave in 1835. 

 While constructing the I. & G.N. railroad, the railroad 
company also purchased five acres of land for a desig-
nated station stop. This created the town of Hutto, which 
was named after James Emory Hutto, who was born June 
8, 1824, in Alabama. Hutto made his way to Texas in 1847 
at the age of 23 and served in the Confederate Army for 
three years.

 When the Hutto post office opened on June 27, 1877, 
officials appointed James E. Hutto postmaster. He became 
one of the most prosperous cattlemen in the county. He 
and his wife, Margaret Hughes, also from Alabama, raised 
eight children. In 1885 they moved to Waco, where James 
operated a very successful hardware business.

 The eldest son of James E. and Margaret Hutto was 
John R. Hutto, who operated the Hutto gin and farmed. 
The second son, James E. Hutto, followed in his father’s 
footsteps and became a very successful cattleman and 
later, cotton farmer. Other sons — William T., Charles W., 
and Robert B. — were prosperous in both the cattle and 

• Household hazardous waste facility
• No explosives
• No gas cylinders
• Commercial fee-based facility
• Accept cash, Visa & Mastercard
• Paint, chemicals, poisons, fuels, used 
   oil, filters, appliances, paper, plastic

Hours: 
Thursday & Friday: 8am-5pm
Monday-Wednesday: Open by 
special appointment
Saturday: 8am-12pm
Sunday: Closed

495 CR 156
Georgetown, TX 78626

www.pa-jer.com
e-mail: hugh_tidwell@pa-jer.com

(512)864-3240
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Versatile Tax Services
3000 Joe Dimaggio Blvd  Ste 76

 Round Rock, TX
www.versatiletax.com

FREE Initial Consultation

Is your current bookkeeping system 
consuming YOUR 

valuable time or money?

At Versatile Tax Services, we 
implement and automate your 

bookkeeping processes, enabling 
you to focus valuable time and 

resources on your core business...

204 East 8th St. • Georgetown, TX 78627 • www.chantalsbistro.com

Casual... Classy... Chantal’s
Lunch seating: Tuesday-Saturday 11:00am-2:00pm 

Dinner seating: Tuesday-Wednesday 5pm-7pm for price 
fixed Bistro Night

A La Carte menu: Thursday 5pm-9pm
Friday & Saturday 5pm-10pm

1-877-662-2011
512-535-6143

Good for one complimentary 
glass of house wine

Expires 10/11/07

Chantal’s, where great food and good company go hand in hand.

“Chantal’s offers an elegant, old-time 
style found in only a few other 

establishments in Central Texas.” 
Dale Rice, Austin American Statesman

cotton industries.
 Churches have historically been a major part of Hutto 

community life. The majority of the early families were 
from Sweden, followed by Danish and German immi-
grants. These were churchgoing families who wasted no 
time building houses of worship.

 The Hutto Baptist Church congregation began holding 
services in 1882 and has continued to grow to serve the 
area residents.

 The Hutto United Methodist church formed when two 
groups of worshippers merged. The American Methodist 
congregation started meeting in the Shiloh schoolhouse 
in 1870. In 1892, the area’s Swedish families started a 
Methodist church. For a while, the two congregations 
shared a building. The Swedish Methodist built a new 
facility in 1911, and in 1938, both congregations joined 
to form the Hutto United Methodist Church.

 Both the Hutto Baptist and United Methodist church-
es have Texas Historical Markers.

 The beginnings of the Hutto Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, located at Church and Live Oak streets, can be 
traced to services conducted by ministers from Palm Val-
ley Lutheran Church as early as 1890. The current, and 
third church building, was constructed in 1902.

Church services were conducted there in Swedish until 
1940. The church also operates a large cemetery that was 
constructed in 1897. Both the church and cemetery have 
Texas Historical Markers.

James E. Hutto probably never could have imagined 
the town with a population of 17,000 residents, as it has 
today, but it is something with which Mayor Ken Love is 
all too familiar.

Occupations in Hutto, according to the 1900 U. S. Census
Hutto’s 1900 population was 563, of which about 400 were children. 

farmers
general/dry goods merchants
dry goods clerks
school teachers
blacksmiths
carpenters
beekeepers
cotton buyers
ministers
physicians
dressmakers 
livery workers
music teachers 
railroad employees
teamsters
millers
nurses

65
11

8
8
6
5
4
4
4
4
3
3
3
3
3
2
2

2  photographers
2  saloon barkeepers
2  stockmen
1  bank cashier
1  banker
1  beefmaster
1  butcher
1  dentist
1  druggist
1  hotelkeeper
1  lumberyard keeper
1  news salesman
1  newspaper editor
1  postmaster
1  public weigher
1  restaurant keeper 
1  shoemaker

This early 1900 photograph of downtown Hutto shows the 
new electric poles, complete with plenty of glass insulators. 
Charles Hanstrom built the electric system, the water system 
(with wooden pipes), the ice factory and gin. His son, Charlie 
Hanstrom, and daughter-in-law, Clarice, still live in Hutto.



SEPTEMBER  2007 15iMPacT nEwS.coM

Williamson County Landfill Recycling Center

Hours: Tuesday-Friday 8 a.m.-4 p.m., Saturday 8 a.m.-noon    •   101 Landfill Road, Hutto    •   846-2756

the state that disposed of 27.7 million tons 
of waste last year.

In Williamson County alone, residents 
and businesses generate more than 1,500 
tons of trash per day. 

Waste Management uses a formula to 
calculate this amount: pounds of trash per 
person per day multiplied by population. 

The Capital Area Council of Govern-
ments — a regional planning commission 
that serves to advocate, plan and coordinate 
initiatives — has determined that Central 
Texas residents generate an average of 8.73 
pounds of trash per day. 

The population of Williamson County is 
353,830, according to the most recent esti-
mate by the U.S. Census Bureau in 2006. By 
multiplying 8.73 and 353,830, it shows that 
the county generates 3,088,935 pounds, or 
1,544 tons, of trash daily.

All of this trash needs to go somewhere.
Steve Jacobs, Central Texas landfills 

manager at Waste Management, said that 
between 35 and 40 percent of it lands in 
the landfill. This results in about 600-1,400 
tons of it being hauled to the Williamson 
County Landfill every day.

Jacobs also said the vast majority of the 
trash — about 90 percent — deposited at 
the landfill comes from Williamson and 
Travis counties’ residents and businesses. 
The remaining 10 percent comes from out-

side county limits, from places such as Bell 
and Milam counties.

At the end of each day, the “active” area 
is covered with six inches of dirt to contain 
odors. 

Total decomposition depends on several 
factors, including what is decomposing and 
the weather. As landfill units are filled to ca-
pacity, they are capped, closed and seeded 
with grass.
Contract negotiations

The county and Waste Management last 
amended their contract in 2003, several as-
pects of which have been sources of con-
tention. Some of the main ones include in-
creasing the revenue to the county, placing 
restrictions on the origin and amount of 
waste accepted at the landfill and defining 
the contract’s end date. 

The revised contract would increase the 
revenue the county receives from 7.5 per-
cent to 13 percent. It would also limit the 
origin of waste to a region of seven con-
tiguous counties, limit the amount of waste 
brought into the landfill to the amount that 
Williamson County can generate and cre-
ate a 40-year life of the agreement.

Stephen Ackley, civil litigation chief for 
the Williamson County Attorney’s Office, 
said the county only has two options: re-
main with the current 2003 contract or ap-
prove the contract amendments.
The expansion permit

Along with the contract negotiations, the 
county is also seeking approval to expand 
the landfill. 

Landfill
continued FRoM |1

The State Data Center projects that by 
2030, Williamson County will have grown 
from a population of 353,830 to 1,104,899. 
The waste produced by the county will in-
crease as well, to about 4,585 tons per day.

At its current size, the landfill has 15 
more years of remaining disposal capacity. 

In 2003, on behalf of the county, Waste 
Management filed an expansion application 
with TCEQ. Although the paperwork may 
be from Waste Management, the county 
remains the owner, or “permit holder,” for 
the landfill. 

The application called for an additional 
landfill footprint that, combined with the 
current capacity, is projected to provide 
more than 45 years of additional capacity, 
based on population growth forecasts and 
expected volumes.

Last year, TCEQ referred the expansion 
application to the State Office of Adminis-
trative Hearings to enter a process known 
as “direct referral,” which allows an admin-
istrative judge to examine issues concern-
ing the expansion permit. The judge will 
then make a recommendation to TCEQ for 
a final decision on the expansion permit. 

The goal of the direct referral process is 
to satisfy public concern for a more open 
process. Although the SOAH hearings end-
ed Aug. 31, the process is expected to take 
several more months to complete.

 As officials decide what path to take with 
the landfill, a task with no clear end in sight, 
the landfill will continue to provide a cru-
cial service to citizens all over the region.

Two years ago the county built the Williamson County Landfill Recycling Center at the entrance of the Williamson 
County Landfill using $180,000 in grants from the Capital Area Council of Governments. Anyone may use the Recycling 
Center at no cost. Items should be sorted before depositing. Since opening, the center has accepted more than 200 
tons of materials, county spokesman Pete Correa said. In a survey the county conducted two years ago, a little over half 
of Wilco residents recycle, so there’s still room for improvement.

Items accepted:
• scrap metal
• cardboard
• newspapers
• magazines
• aluminum cans
• computers
• used oil
• all plastics
• cell phones
• car batteries
• appliances (no Freon)

Items not accepted:
• wax-coated or foil-coated boxes
  (ice cream cartons, frozen vegetable
  boxes, some pizza boxes)
• diapers
• Styrofoam
• paint
• glass including auto glass
• chemicals and pesticides
• televisions
• tires (although the landfill accepts
  these for recycling)

What should be done with items the recycling center doesn’t accept? Hazardous 
materials should be taken to the Williamson County Recycling Center in Weir, which 
despite its name, is privately owned and charges fees. Additional information on the 
Weir recycling center can be found by calling 869-7287.

If the Recycling Center in Hutto isn’t convenient, visit one of these area recycling centers:

City of Georgetown Collection Station   •   250 W.L. Walden Drive   •   930-1715

City of Round Rock Recycling Center   •   310 Deepwood Drive   •   218-5559

Williamson County Recycling Center in Taylor   •   900 S. Main St.   •   365-2311

Williamson County Recycling Center in Georgetown   •   495 CR 156   •   864-3240

KEY MOMEnTS In THE LAnDFILL’S LIFE
Landfill opens
Waste Management becomes landfill operator
A growing population prompts the county to purchase about 485 acres around the existing landfill in
    anticipation of a future expansion
the county passes a resolution supporting an expansion of the landfill
the county instructs Waste Management to prepare a land use application for the expansion, the first
    step in the permit process with tceQ
tceQ holds a meeting to hear public comments on the expansion application
Also on behalf of the county, WM files the technical parts of the application with tceQ
tceQ holds another public meeting on the expansion application
After review, tceQ deems the landfill expansion application both “administratively and technically
    complete”; the county begins renegotiating certain issues with WM, and tceQ holds another public
    meeting to accept comments
the application is referred to the State office of Administrative Hearings in a process known as
    “direct referral”
SoAH hearings on expansion permit begin
All four commissioners vote in favor of tabling the contract indefinitely, possibly until the expansion
    permit issue is resolved
SoAH hearings on expansion permit conclude
Possible conclusion of the contract negotiations and expansion permit application

1981
mid-1980s
mid-1990s

2002
2003

Oct. 2004
Dec. 2004
Aug. 2005

2006

Aug. 2006

Aug. 20, 2007
Aug. 28, 2007

Aug. 31, 2007
2008

County’s royalties

Origin of waste
   

Limits on waste
   

Term of contract

Ownership and 
holding rights

Recycling center
   

Landscaping
   

Closure and post-closure 
trust fund 

7.5 percent

No restrictions
  

None
  

Life of landfill 

Land owned by Williamson County, 
silent regarding permit

Operated by county
   

None
   

None

13 percent

7 contiguous counties: Williamson, Travis, 
Bell, Milam, Burnet, Bastrop and Lee

Amount not to exceed total estimated waste 
generated by Wilco

40 years

Land owned by Williamson County, permit 
expressly held by Williamson County

Operated by Waste Management, 
improvements required

Increase vegetation, enhance appearance of 
the property

Financed by a surcharge to landfill customers

Waste management contract at a glance

New contract (Draft*)Current contract (2003)

Key points of the expansion permit
With the expansion, the landfill will change from 202 permitted 
acres (with a landfill footprint of 160 acres) to 575 permitted acres 
(with a landfill footprint of about 423 acres). A footprint is where 
the trash actually goes; the rest of the acreage is buffer area.
If approved, the expansion permit would also change the maximum 
height of the landfill from 70 feet to 144 feet.

70 feet
Current 

maximum height

144 feet
Proposed 

maximum height

For more information about the 
Williamson County Landfill, visit 

http://williamsoncountylandfill.wm.com.

Here’s what people are saying about 
the most recent events surrounding 
the controversy.

Orlynn Evans, spokesman for Mount Hutto 
Citizens Aware, said:

“Many people consider the [Aug. 28] action 

a victory, and it is if the court follows up with 

appropriate action, but if they do nothing and 

don’t pay attention to what’s going on in the 

other front [with the expansion application], all 

of this will have been for nothing. The county is 

running out of time.”

Zac Trahan, spokesman for the Texas 
Campaign for the Environment, said:

“We feel like it was a very positive step, 

especially for [Commissioner] Ron Morrison 

to stand up for his constituents, who have 

voiced so much concern over the contract and 

expansion over the past several years. We felt 

the contract didn’t do enough to protect the 

environment or protect taxpayers. In some 

areas it was better than the 2003 contract, 

but in other areas it was even worse.  We feel 

that the next step the county should take is to 

suspend the expansion permit process and look 

into alternatives for a better expansion of 

the landfill.”

Ron Morrison, Williamson County 
Commissioner whose precinct includes the 
landfill, said:
“ I feel like I need to listen to all my constituents 

because when the landfill first went in, Hutto 

only had 600 people. Things have changed a lot 

since then, and I feel like the residents need to 

be heard.” 

Don Smith, Central Texas market area 
manager at Waste Management, said in a 
July 31 statement:

“The amended contract is fair and 

equitable for the county, its citizens and Waste 

Management. Furthermore, the amended 

contract ensures that Williamson County will 

continue to provide environmentally safe 

and affordable waste disposal services for its 

growing population.”

1660

202 
acres

(Current)

CR
-1

30

373 acres 
(Expansion)

*The most current version of the contract can be viewed at www.wilcogov.org/Docs/LandfillContractFinal.pdf.

®
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Community  
Corridors

2

Tasus Texas is an injection molding assembly supplier for the auto industry. 
Tasus Texas Corporation employs 48 people at 211 Tasus Way. For more 
information, call 869-7766 or visit www.tasus.com.

Manitex is a producer of truck mounted hydraulic cranes, aerial lifts and 
material handlers. Manitex employs 140 employees at 3000 S. Austin Ave. For 
more information, 942-3000 or www.manitex.com.

Chatsworth Product, Inc. provides structural support systems to organize and 
store computer and communications equipment. CPI employs 115 people at 
3004 S. Austin Ave. For more information, visit www.chatworth.com.

The Fountains of Georgetown South is the first 5.4 acres of development on 
nearly 100 acres owned by Georgetown South Developments. The mixed-use 
development on the corner of Business IH 35 and Cooperative Way will house 
medical facilities, offices and light industrial space. www.gsdevelopments.net

Enflite, Inc. produces cabin accessories for jets. Enflite employs 60 people at 
105 Cooperative Way.  For more information, 868-3399 or www.enflite.com.

The GREX building on Cooperative Way houses Georgetown Rail Equipment, 
Radix and Georgetown Commercial Properties. Georgetown Rail Equipment 
creates equipment for use in the railroad industry. www.georgetownrail.com. 
Radix BioSolutions develops customized laboratory products for the drug 
discovery and research industry.  Georgetown Commercial Properties is the 
broker for Georgetown South Commercial Park.  1-800-582-1803

Texas Life-Sciences Commercialization Center – see story page 1

4

Commercial Property

SE Inner Loop, Georgetown
The scenery is changing drastically on the drive around SE Inner Loop in 
Georgetown.    Multi-million dollar globally recognized companies are building 
facilities within a mile of a quiet pasture of longhorns.  This growing corridor 
is also home to several manufacturing and light-industrial companies.  Long-
term transportation projects are being planned to accommodate the inevitable 
growth of this community corridor.  
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Transportation

Texas Electric Cooperatives Utility Supply and Service Division repairs and 
remanufactures electric system equipment. It provides laboratory services and 
environmental consulting from its 160,000 sq. ft. facility on Cooperative Way.

Xycarb Ceramics USA Inc. and Schunk Semiconductor at 101 Inner Loop 
manufactures ceramic products for the semiconductor wafer manufacturing and 
wafer processing industry. For more information:  www.xycarb.com.

Construction has begun on the $450 million Citicorp data center on 53 acres on 
the south side of SE Inner Loop. The 300,000 sq. ft. facility is expected to employ 
50 people with an average salary of about $70,000. Because Georgetown owns 
its own utility system, the data center is expected to bring approximately $21 
million to the city over the next 10 years.  

Houston-based new America Georgetown, LLC, has announced a 100-acre 
development on the corner of Hwy 29 and Inner Loop. The project will bring 
500,000 sq. ft. of retail and commercial space to the city. Chase Bank, Wachovia 
Bank and Capital One have all been named as tenants. The developer plans to 
bring two big-box retail anchors and a large grocer to the development. 
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A bond project has been approved and funded to widen SE Inner Loop to four 
lanes from Business IH 35 to FM1460. A joint effort between the city, county and 
state is expected to continue the expansion east past 1460.

A proposal has been developed to connect SE Inner Loop to Toll 130 from near 
Maple and SE Inner Loop.  Funding and timing have not been established. 

Non-Profits
Williamson-Burnet County Opportunities, Inc. at 604 High Tech Drive. 
administers social service and economic opportunity programs including Head 
Start, Meals on Wheels, Emergency Assistance, Affordable Housing and Adult 
Day Care. For more information, call 763-1400 or visit www.wbco.net.

Williamson County Children’s Advocacy Center is nearing completion for 
its new 7,500 sq. ft. facility on SE Inner Loop.  The center provides assistance to 
children and teens who may be victims of abuse, neglect or may have witnessed 
a serious crime.  For more information, visit www.wilcocac.org or call 930-1933.

Ride On Center for Kids provides therapeutic horse back riding and education 
programs for the special needs population of Williamson and surrounding 
counties at 2050 CR 110. R.O.C.K. offers horse shows and is an operation center 
of the North American Riding for the Handicapped Association. 930-ROCK

Education
The Williamson County Academy is a Juvenile Justice Alternative Education 
Program that allows students who have engaged in delinquent conduct to 
continue school while they are incarcerated. The Academy is located at 1821 SE 
Inner Loop in the Williamson County Juvenile Justice Center.

Georgetown’s 10th elementary school will be constructed  near the corner of SE 
Inner Loop and CR 110. The school is scheduled to open in August 2008.

A new GISD high school is being constructed near Hwy. 29  and Toll 130. It will 
open August 2008 as a ninth-grade campus. It will accommodate about 800 
students when it opens and 2,500 students when built out as a full high school.

11

SE Inner Loop, Georgetown
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4201 Hwy. 29 E.
4 miles east of I-35 

(exit 261) on Hwy 29

CALL (512) 930-2299
HWY 29

130

TO HUTTO

EXIT 261

We Carry All The Latest HD Plasmas And LCDs 
Including Pioneer Elite & Sony XBR

We Offer Free Consultation & On-site Evaluation 
for All Audio & Video Installations

Surround Sound & Whole House Audio Systems 
Using Paradigm, Denon, Pioneer & Yamaha

Georgetown’s Only Sony Platinum SES Service 
Center With 35 yrs of TV Repair Experience

Georgetown T.V. & Audio

New 2008 models arriving daily

County  
Impact

Williamson county commissioners court

29

1431 79

130

Precinct 3

Precinct 2

Precinct 4

Precinct 1

Lisa Birkman
Commissioner Precinct 1
733-5380
LBirkman@wilco.org
Term: 2004-2008

Cynthia Long
Commissioner Precinct 2
260-4280
CLong@wilco.org
Term: 2006-2010

Dan Gattis, Sr.
Williamson County Judge
943-1550 
CtyJudge@wilco.org
Term: 2006-2010

Valery Covey
Commissioner Precinct 3
943-3370
VCovey@wilco.org
Term: 2006-2008

Ron Morrison
Commissioner Precinct 4
238-2110
RMorrison@wilco.org
Term: 2006-2010

Q. What is the commissioners court?
A. The court is the governing and management body 
responsible for all budgetary decisions and for setting 
the tax rate each year. Other duties include establishing 
a courthouse and jail, building roads and bridges, 
assuring the safe-keeping of land and city records, 
providing law enforcement through the County 
Sheriff, administering County public welfare and 
health services, holding elections and issuing bonds. 
Individuals may serve as both commissioner and judge, 
although, not at the same time.

Q. What is a county Judge?
A. The County Judge is the chairman of the court 
and is elected by county voters every four years. “As 
county judge, I need to think about what is best for the 
county as a whole from the beginning,” County Judge 
Dan Gattis said. “The judge has more administrative 
duties, including setting the agenda for meetings and 
proposing the budget.”

Q. What are the county commissioners?
A. The County Commissioners are the four members 

elected by voters within the precinct every four years. 
“The commissioner is in charge of representing their 
precinct. I do expect them to fight for their precinct first 
and then think about what is best for the county as a 
whole,” Gattis said.

Q. How many precincts are there in Williamson county?
A. Four. The county’s four precincts change every ten 
years after each census. The precinct must contain one 
quarter of the county’s total population determined 
during the census.

Q. When does the commissioners court meet?
A. The Commissioner’s Court meets every Tuesday 
morning in the Precinct 3 Justice of the Peace 
Courtroom at 301 S.E. Inner Loop, Ste. 103, in 
Georgetown at 9:30 a.m. Agenda’s can be found at 
www.wilcogov.org/commissioners/agenda_tab/index.html.

Q. What are the commissioners court’s members 
salaries?
A. County Judge’s salary: $98,671
Commissioner’s salary: $80,345

Williamson County

  We asked the County Commissioners

What is the biggest issue facing your precinct? 

Valerie Covey: Transportation seems to be the big one today. 
There are projects that need to be completed that, because 
of funding issues from the state, have been delayed. We need 
to look and see how we can partner with the city to complete 
roads so people can get around. 

Ron Morrison: Explosive growth puts everybody in a bind. 
There isn’t as much money to spread around, and everybody 
has their own agenda they want attended to: landfill issues, 
immigration issues, roads to be built and KV transmission
lines established. 

Lisa Birkman: Tremendous growth. We continue to have 
issues related to growth, like traffic congestion and demand 
for services — all those things come with growth.

Cynthia Long: I think the biggest thing as far as my precinct 
[goes] continues to be mobility. 183A Toll has been great for 
people to go north and south, but we still need to focus on east 
and west. It’s great to go north and south, but you need to be 
able to get there.

We asked County Judge Dan Gattis, Sr.

What are some of the things that citizens bring to 
the court that are not county responsibilities?

We have a time for open comments during our meetings 
and all kinds of things come up. I think a lot of people think 
the county has more zoning and property use authority 
than we actually do. So people come to us because they 
have a billboard going up in their backyard, and are 
disappointed because we can’t do anything about it, or 
they have a neighbor’s dog that keeps barking. All we can 
do is send the sheriff’s office out to talk to the neighbor. 

County Court Trivia

Who was first county judge?
Greenleaf Fisk was elected Aug. 7,1848, as chief justice. 
The name was later changed to county judge.
Who was the longest serving county judge?
 Sam V. Stone, 1935-1970
What year was the court established?
1848 
Are there term limits for commissioners or judge?
No
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Rivers Crossing
Hutto - 78634

Agent: 
Blake Miller
(512) 762-2270

5 Br./3 Ba.         
$249,900

107 San  Jacinto Drive

Berry Creek
Georgetown - 78628

Agent: 
Don H. Johnson 
(512) 818-0812

4 Br./2.5 Ba.         
$279,900

30100 Spyglass Circle

REAL ESTATE REPORT

River Bend
Georgetown - 78628

Agent: 
Freddy Nunnery
(512) 635-0909

4 Br./2 Ba.         
$325,000

3010 Brandy Lane
-$1,828

Change in average selling price  
over last year

Key Stats

Residential Real Estate Report
  Georgetown, Hutto & Taylor MLS Area 

Less than $100,000

$100 - $149.9k

$150 - $199.9k

$200 - $299.9k

$300 - $399.9k

$400 - $499.9k

$500 - $749.9k

$750 - $999.9k

$1 Million + 

9

101

166

174

71

35

44

10

3

Price Range No. of Homes for Sale Avg. Days on Market

2

121

52

15

3

4

5

1

-

100

77

70

80

86

75

104

130

58

80

62

71

92

116

110

74

366

-

Monthly home sales

August 2007

August 2006

July 2007

June 2007 

May 2007

95

134

91

135

131

Month  
Sold

Georgetown

47

29

22

68

67

On the market
August 1 - August 31, 2007

SOLD
Data provided by Coldwell Banker United 
(www.coldwellbankerunited.com)

15

17

28

29

23

Georgetown Hutto Taylor
41

48

14

22

3

2

2

-

-

Georgetown Hutto Taylor
84

71

117

97

55

222

102

-

-

Georgetown

Hutto

Taylor

$151,722

$131,284

$125,000

$152,347

$145,000

$196,429

$223,139

$198,500

$240,061

$216,532

$95,379

$97,207

$94,000

$99,805

$125,726

Hutto Taylor
Average 

Price Sold Average 
Price Sold Average 

Price

+$20,438

-$26,710
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Contact Name: Jason Covington

Email: jcovington@impactnews.com

Requester Name: Jaclyn Sauceda
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Introducing 
Shelly Greenly And Janice Moran:

Real Assets To Our Team
Shelly and Janice are uniquely qualified to help
you reach your Next Stage of financial success. 

Please stop by and say hi. They will put the
resources of Wells Fargo to work to get your there.

Shelly Greenly, Store Manager
Wells Fargo – Austin Avenue •  943-3412

Janice Moran, Store Manager
Wells Fargo – Williams Drive •  794-2796

 chantal’s bistro • georgetoWn

Neighborhood
         Dining

For 123 years, the Anderson family occupied the corner 
home where Chantal’s Bistro & Wine Bar now resides. Em-
igrating from Sweden in 1879, Per Jon Anderson became 
the Williamson County blacksmith and later opened an 
auto repair business.

According to Bob Bousquet, current owner of the pre-
served Victorian landmark, “Mother Hannah would invite 
customers into the kitchen for her food and coffee while 
Per Jon and their sons worked on the cars.” 

Entering Chantal’s Bistro, one can almost imagine Han-
nah peeping through one of the wavy, leaded-glass dormer 
windows or humming softly as she stirs soup with a wood-
en spoon. European antiques, chamber music, warm wood 
tones, longleaf pine ceilings, friendly and attentive service, 
and crisp linens grace the intimate dining areas. Authentic 
Old World elegance and hospitality are as present today as 
they were when Per Jon and Hannah lived there.

While reading the lunch menu, I spotted the Grilled 
Chicken Adobo Sandwich ($10). The server informed me 
it was the first day the selection had appeared. Roasted 
peppers, manchego cheese and chipotle aioli together cre-
ated a truly unique and delicious sandwich. With it came a 
subtly flavored little cup of cream of asparagus soup — the 

Door still open at historical old Anderson house
by ann M. Calvert

perfect complement. 
Another diner at our table was delighted with the Fet-

tuccine ($9), tossed in a light and creamy pesto sauce, a 
gentle combination of basil, garlic and pine nuts.

Bousquet is particularly proud of his Turkey Pot Pie 
with the puff pastry crust ($9). It is his mother’s recipe. 
Another favorite of locals appeared to be the French On-
ion Soup ($7), a crock of slowly caramelized onions in veal 
stock with a toasted Gruyère crouton. 

The wine list is extensive, with something for everyone. 
The spectacular corner bar is actually named for Lilly An-
derson, the last Anderson to leave the home in 2002.

The dinner menu beckoned us to return. Texas Gulf 
Shrimp ($22), Lamb Rack ($32), Maple Leaf Duck Breast 
($24) and other tempting selections were obviously 
prepared with care and creativity. When I read words like 
seared, bronzed, herbed, demi glace and pan jus, I knew I 
needed to return for dinner, and soon. 

The carefully preserved wrap-around porches, Victorian 
charm, personal care taken with the menu, preparation 
and service would, I think, please Mother Hannah An-
derson. You will enjoy Chantal’s Bistro & Wine Bar. Fine 
dining with history — what a lovely combination.

Chantal’s Bistro & Wine Bar
204 E. Eighth St.  •  877-662-2011 or 535-6143

www.chantalsbistro.com
Lunch: Tuesday – Saturday 11 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
Dinner: Thursday – Saturday 4:30 – 10 p.m. 

Bistro dining: Tuesday – Wednesday 5 – 7 p.m.

Bob and Trini Bousquet of Round Rock purchased the house in 
October 2003. The restoration and conversion to a restaurant was 
completed in October 2005. A great deal of care was taken to 
maintain the architectural integrity and charm of the original home. 
The intimate ambience, coupled with superb food and service, are 
hallmarks of what makes Chantal’s Bistro a unique dining experience.

Owner Bob Bousquet and Nick Nelson, executive chef 

University Ave.

7th St.

8th St. S. A
ustin A

ve.

S. M
ain St.

S. Church St.

Chantal’s
Bistro
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Monta AkinPaul Brandenburg
City Manager of Georgetown
Appointed: September 2002

Ed Broussard
City Manager of Hutto
Appointed: August 2005

Frank Salvato
City Manager of Taylor
Appointed: November 1998

Q. What is a city manager’s role?
A. To run the day-to-day operations of the city and 
to be in charge of implementing city council policy. 
It’s a business. The way I always look at it, we’re 
supplying essential services to the community and 
are in charge of making sure those are what the city 
council wants. 
 
Q. What’s the most important thing you do?
A. Service delivery. The community has an 
expectation of a certain level of services. My job is 
to make sure the tax payers in this community are 
getting the best services they’re paying for and then 
some.

Q. How did you get interested in city management?
A. As an undergraduate, I was interested in 
government, but didn’t want to be on the political 
side of it. At that time I’d always been interested in 
the day-to-day, behind-the-scenes operations of the 
city. I also think local government is where it’s at. It’s 
most rewarding. I impact people’s lives on a daily 
basis. 

Q. What is the ideal background for a city manager?
A. One of the requisites is having a Master in Public 
Administration degree, which teaches municipal 
finance, economics, personnel, all that. Experience is 
also important. you can have all the education and 
book knowledge you want, but until you really get 
out in the real world and see what it’s like …

Q. What is the biggest challenge you face in your job?
A. Learning that you can’t please everybody. As 
much as you’d like to have win-win situations, at 
times, someone is not going to be happy with the 
decision. 

Q. What’s something people don’t know about you? 
A. I was an All-American quarterback in college. I’m 
also a good cook—you name it, I can cook it: Cajun, 
Mexican, Italian.

Q. What is a city manager’s role?
A. My job is to deal with the public, but mainly to 
get things before the city council. They adopt the 
policies and procedures, ordinances and the budget. 
And then my job is to carry out those orders. 

Q. What’s the most important thing you do?
A. The most important thing I do is dealing with 
the public. The citizens are our customers. We need 
to provide good service to them and handle as many 
issues as they might have: streets, potholes, anything 
else. 

Q. How did you get interested in city management?
A. I graduated college and managed the city 
swimming pool for a friend. Over time he had asked 
me if I had ever thought about working for the city. 
We talked about it, and he kind of pulled me along 
by my bootstraps. I worked my way up to assistant 
city manager prior to leaving. 

Q. What is the ideal background for a city manager?
A. There are a couple of different paths. One, you 
start to work for a city, work on your education, 
and you have drive to move up in the organization. 
The other way is to go through school and focus on 
public administration.

Q. Why are you doing what you’re doing?
A. I thought I could affect the quality of life of 
people. I could make it better. That’s my focus. 

Q. What’s the most rewarding part of your job?
A. Helping people. When people think their quality 
of life has been improved, we get a phone call or a 
note that thanks us. That’s what’s rewarding to me. 

Q. What’s something people don’t know about you? 
A. I played in a band called Purple Vision in the ’60s 
and ’70s. That’s how I put myself through college. 
I quit the band just after college. I hung up the 
drumsticks. 

Q. What is a city manager’s role?
A.  To make sure that the council’s direction and the 
staff’s goals are working together, creating a balance 
between policy and the actual implementation of 
those policies. I get to act as a promoter of the city’s 
programs and activities and get to speak to our 
citizen base.

Q. How did you get interested in city management?
A. I got to be ‘County Commissioner for a Day’ in 
Brazos County when I was in high school. I thought it 
was very interesting — the ability to help my fellow 
man and be able to improve my community through 
a blend of politics and expertise. It was something 
that I felt a calling towards.

Q. What is the ideal background for a city manager?
A. Anybody who is interested in getting involved 
in city management needs to be interested in 
budgeting and financial review, able to quickly adapt 
and knowledgeable in multiple different aspects of 
a city.

Q. What is the biggest challenge you face in your job?
A. We have so many new people that have moved 
into Hutto, we want to make sure those people 
understand that they have a voice in this community 
and have the ability to have influence. At the same 
time, we want to make sure that is balanced with 
those who have been here for a while. 

Q. Why is right now the best time to live in Hutto? 
A. People have the opportunity to be part of 
something that is growing and is fresh. Hutto is 
becoming a mid-size city. It is also retaining its small-
town charm. When you move to Hutto, you’re going 
to become part of the Hutto family.

Q. What’s something people don’t know about you? 
A. I’m an avid comic book collector and have been 
for many years. I also volunteer Wednesday nights at 
Crestview Baptist Church in Georgetown teaching a 
group of fifth- and sixth-grade boys.

Education: Master’s in public administration, University 
of Wisconsin-Milwaukee; Bachelor’s in politics and 
government, Ripon College
Key experience: Village Administrator for Germantown, 
Wisc., and Waunakee, Wisc. and the Assistant City 
Administrator for Wauwatosa, Wisc.
Years in Georgetown: Five
Family: Married with four children
Contact info: 930-3723, pbrandenburg@georgetowntx.org  

Education: Master’s in public administration, Texas Tech 
University; Bachelor’s in history, Texas A&M University
Key experience: City manager of Navasota, Texas; assistant 
city manager of Woodway, Texas; assistant to the city 
manager of College Station
Years in Hutto: Two
Family: Married with three children
Contact info: 759-4034, cmo@huttotx.gov

Education: Master’s in public administration, Sul Ross 
State University; Bachelor’s in psychology, Angelo 
State University with a teacher certification in reading; 
Associate’s in criminal justice, Midland College 
Key experience: City manager of Llano
Years in Taylor: Nine
Family: Married with one daughter 
Contact info: 352-3676, frank.salvato@ci.taylor.tx.us


