
Business center planned for Georgetown
by Shannon Colletti
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While driving one day, Dan Clark found 
himself parking his car and wandering the 
trails of Georgetown’s Rivery Park, unable 
to get enough of the natural beauty.

“It was clearly to me a site that could 
have a lot of promise to be an asset to the 
community, a good development project 
and something that could be very unique,” 
Clark, vice president of development at the 
Austin-based LedgeStone Group, said.

The result is the planned project, The 
Summit at Rivery Park — a business-enter-
tainment center and portal to the park area 
that will distinguish itself by making the 
surrounding environment a central focus 
of its design.  

At a June city council workshop, Ledge- 
Stone unveiled its intention to develop ap-
proximately 31 acres of the park, an area 
nestled between Williams Drive and Rivery 
Boulevard, just west of IH 35.

The development will include a confer-
ence center with a capacity of up to 2,500; 

an upscale, multi-story hotel with 250 to 
350 rooms; a Class A office tower of be-
tween 120,000 and 240,000 sq. ft.; four or 
more professional office condominiums; 
and two high-end restaurants. The 650,000 
sq. ft. site will encourage easy access to the 
river and nearby trails. 

“That was the real draw in the first place,” 
said Mark Thomas, Georgetown economic 
development director. “It is a beautiful site 
on the North San Gabriel River, and it’s 
located along the national award-winning 
trail that goes from San Gabriel Park to 
Lake Georgetown. It’s absolutely beautiful.”
A distinctive location

The combination of its picturesque natu-
ral surroundings, connectivity to down-
town and proximity to IH 35 could make 
The Summit a unique addition to the city.

In an area flanked by the North San Ga-
briel River, thick with trees and bustling 
with wildlife, the project will look unlike 
many urban developments.

“What we want to do in partnering with 
Georgetown and the Parks [and Recreation] 
Department is to complete the Rivery Park 
amenities there,” Clark said. “We’re going 
to retain much of the native landscape and 

by Shannon Colletti

With the completion of Toll 130 and the bounded area 
it created with Hwy. 79 and FM 685, Hutto officials, devel-
opers and designers have already put in motion plans to 
utilize a space that could radically change the future of the 
entire city — by returning to the past.

Named Hutto 400 when it was announced in 2005, the 
new venture is now dubbed The Crossings of Carmel Creek. 
Plans for the site include a 466-acre, vertical, mixed-use re-
tail, residential and commercial development. 

“This brings to Hutto the New Urbanism concepts that 
communities, such as Hutto and Taylor, embraced 100 

Story highlightS

• RiveRy PaRk to have confeRence 
centeR, hotel and class a office sPace 
• comPlex will PRovide easy access to 
PaRk, RiveR and tRails

Design for future Hutto development is ‘New Urbanist’
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Dragonfly owner Cindy Allen-Lott

Taylor planning
to grow economy 
with sports complex
by Kara Vaught

The City of Taylor wants to play ball 
— and invite the neighbors.

A plan is in the works for a $6.2 mil-
lion athletic complex combining space 
for baseball, softball, soccer, batting 
cages, football, basketball, picnics, hike 
and bike trails, gardens and a play-
ground. 

“This is a 75-acre athletic complex 
that is going to be done right,” said Jim 
Dunaway, Taylor’s assistant city man-
ager. “It’s going to be professionally 
marketed, and it’s going to be a huge 
asset to the city and the county.”

Dunaway said the city decided to 
build an athletic complex because sim-
ilar Central Texas facilities are over-
crowded, and some teams and tourna-
ments have difficulty locating a place 
to play.

“Round Rock is turning stuff away 
because its facilities are over-utilized,” 
he said. “This isn’t a niche market. This 
is something people will use because 
you play anywhere you can get.”

Cory Styron, assistant director of the 
Round Rock Parks and Recreation De-
partment, agreed that space for sports 
is scarce.

“I think it’s a great idea for the re-
gion,” he said. “As Williamson County 
grows, there’s going to be a continued 
need for premium athletic facilities.”
The history and the money

Seeds for a sporting complex were 
sown in 2003, when the city hired An-
gelouEconomics to compile a plan for 
Taylor’s economic growth. 

“They identified the East William-
son County Park as the No. 2 engine 
for economic development in Taylor,” 
Council member John McDonald said. 

Since then, the city has sought capital 
for the project. A tentative promise of 
funding from the county fell through, 
but Taylor had better luck with the 
Texas Parks and Wildlife Commission. 

“We applied to a statewide competi-
tion by submitting our plan for the fa-
cility,” Dunaway said. “They like mixed 
use — you don’t just apply for a baseball 
field — and they like the combination 
of passive and aggressive; for instance, 
baseball and hike and bike trails.”

In January 2006, Taylor won a 
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• hutto 400 now called the cRossings of caRmel cReek

• site to be located at toll 130, hwy. 79 and fm 685       
• Plans include Residential, Retail and commeRcial
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Current view of site. See page 14 for future vision.
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St. David’s HealthCare performs more open-heart surgeries, more cardiac catheterizations, more cardiac angioplasties 

and stent insertions than anyone in central Texas. We offer the only accredited Chest Pain Centers in the Austin area. 

When you turn to a St. David’s physician specialist for your heart, you plug into the region’s leader in heart care.

Find your St. David’s doctor at: StDavids.com or (512) 478-DOCS.

St . Dav id ’s  Nor th  Aus t in  Med ica l  Cente r  •  S t . Dav id ’s  Round  Rock  Med ica l  Cente r
St . Dav id ’s  Georgetown Hosp i ta l
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I met a business owner in 
Georgetown who was interested in 
the Gabriel’s Overlook controversy 
that we covered in our Cedar Park/
Leander paper. He told us that 
after reading our article, he finally 
understood both sides of the issue 
and was truly informed. This type 
of feedback is what keeps us going.  

My family moved to Pfluger-
ville in 1985 when I was in fifth 
grade, and I lived in Central Texas 
until 2000.  I remember going to 
Georgetown prom in 1992 when 
the city had one 4A high school 
and there was no such thing as 
Sun City.  My memories of Hutto 
include our high school student 
council Adopt-a-Highway project 
on an uninhabited FM 685 that 
connected Pflugerville to Hutto.  

If someone would have told me 
in the ’90s that there would be a 
toll road connecting Georgetown 
to Hutto or that Taylor would be 
building a $6.2 million sports com-
plex, I would have thought they 
had a few screws loose.  

It is such an exciting time for 
Georgetown, Hutto and Taylor and 
we are honored to bring you the 
inaugural issue of Community Im-
pact Newspaper to help you better 
understand your community. We 
welcome your feedback and ideas.

Six months ago I was a Home 
Depot store manager in Fort 
Worth and was in town visiting 
long-time friends Jennifer and 
John Garrett. John had been a 
director at the Austin Business 
Journal, but left because he felt 
passionately that there was some-
thing missing in community news 
for northern Travis and William-
son Counties.  In 2005, he started 
Community Impact Newspaper 
with a vision and three people in 
the game room of his house.  

The response was so positive 
that he was able to add a Ce-
dar Park/Leander paper and a 
Northwest Austin paper within 18 
months and was now up to 23 em-
ployees. During my visit, John told 
me about his plans for expanding 
the company again, and before 
long I was hanging up my orange 
apron for a run at the newspaper.

As a new employee, I am 
amazed how many times readers 
thank us for our publication and 
even tell us they fight over who 
gets to read it first.  

Return to area reveals 
exciting changes
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Karin Shaver

804 E Braker Lane • Austin, TX

...freedom 

...adventure 

...and the thrill of 

a shrewd, timely, 

money-saving 

move.

COMING SOON!

www.CentralTexasHarley.com
512-973-8521

to follow

  So now there’s 
every reason 

the

dream...
Our Round Rock Location

FOR CONSTRUCTION UPDATES
VISIT OUR WEBSITE:

WWW.CENTRALTEXASHARLEY.COM

2008 Models Are In

   

What is Community Impact?

Why is it free?

Who gets it?

Our other papers:
Round Rock/Pflugerville

Northwest Austin

Cedar Park/Leander

Publisher John Garrett began Community Impact after recognizing the need for 
intelligently reported news covering northern Travis and Williamson counties, a 
region that is one of the fastest-growing areas in Texas. In September 2005, the 
first issue arrived in the homes of Pflugerville and Round Rock residents, bringing 
detailed maps of future toll roads and breaking stories about local hospitals.

In April 2006, CI expanded into Leander and Cedar Park, another fast-growing, 
underrepresented area. Coverage of Northwest Austin arrived in February 2007 
with CI’s third paper.

Now CI has branched out again, this time to Georgetown, Hutto and Taylor in 
August 2007 with the opening of its fourth paper. 

The care and investment the staff has in the region they represent sets CI apart. 
CI is an active member of the chambers of commerce in all the cities it represents, 
and a supporter of local schools, businesses and non-profit organizations.

A population rise of 40,000 in 20 years makes 
Leander and Cedar Park two of the fastest-
growing cities in the nation. 

With an entertainment center, commuter rail and 
possibly a water park all on the horizon, this area 
faces even more transformation.

ZIP codes: 78641, 78613, 78717 (Avery Ranch)

Readers won’t be billed for CI because the paper is ad supported. Editorial content 
is never paid for and has a journalistic integrity uncommon for a free publication.

Our paper is mailed free to everyone in Georgetown, Hutto and Taylor once a 
month. The paper does not mail to post office boxes, but is available at libraries, 
chambers of commerce and the CI office. The articles  are available in the online 
archives at www.impactnews.com.

One of the first publications to map and explain 
the toll roads, our Round Rock/Pflugerville 
edition carefully tracks the big businesses and 
transportation issues transforming this area.

With major articles on Dell Inc., school bonds, 
IKEA and The Round Rock Express, CI reports as 
Round Rock and Pflugerville evolve from farming 
communities to burgeoning cities.

ZIP codes: 78664, 78665, 78681, 78660, 78717 (Brushy Creek)

Published 13 times annually

Free and easy to sign up at www.impactnews.com
Receive all the breaking news happening between issues of 
Community Impact Newspaper

Subscribe to Community Impact’s weekly 
E-Newsletter  • www.impactnews.com

Northwest Austin is a booming area home to 
many of the city’s biggest tech companies, 
such as IBM, Freescale and Texas Instruments. 
City government is looking northward for 
Austin growth with plans for vertical mixed-use 
complexes, including the newly built Domain and 
future road projects. With stories on the area’s 
changing dynamic from simple suburb to growth 
center, CI is using its stories to give a sense of 
community to Northwest Austin.

ZIP codes: 78727, 78729, 78759, 78750

Karin Shaver
kshaver@impactnews.com
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by beth Wade

Candy shop offers more than just sweet-tooth satisfaction

Beverly Adam’s candy-making days began in 1998 
when she was working as a nurse in Houston. Along with 
another nurse, Adam started making candy and treats 
for doctors and other hospital employees during holidays 
and eventually decided to make a career out of her candy 
aspirations.

“It was always my dream to open a store, and this is 
my dream come true,” Adam said. “Now, I get to nurture 
through chocolate rather than nursing.”  

She and her friend decided to move to Georgetown 
and open up Sweet Serendipity on the historic downtown 
square. When her business partner decided to pursue oth-
er interests, Adam turned to her husband, and together 
the couple decided to remain in business.

“We chose the Georgetown area because it is a qual-
ity city. The people here are so pro-square and city. They 
want to take care of their city and want to keep it beauti-
ful,” Adam said.

Before opening, the building required a lot of repairs 
and renovations, some of which Adam said she helped 
complete herself with aid from her family. Adam was 
given a façade grant of $10,000 in matching funds to 
restore the historic storefront from the Historical Archi-
tecture Review Commission. 

The store opened in 2005 and sells handmade choco-

lates and candies. Adam created almost all of the recipes, 
which were developed through trial and error. 

“I make all the candy here with the best ingredients 
and no preservatives or paraffin. No one wants to eat a 
candle,” she said.

Some of her signature truffles were produced from 
customer suggestions. Adam said she is always looking for 
new ideas and welcomes input.

Adam considers her family an important aspect of her 
business life. Each winter her mother visits and offers her 
help in the kitchen.

Along with her delights, Adam offers a variety of 
flavored teas, coffees and home décor items, includ-
ing wreaths, hanging crosses, sterling silver jewelry and 
Christmas decorations.

“I always have inspirational, soothing music playing. I 
want people to walk in and be able to shut out the noise 
from outside and unwind,” she said.

One of her biggest pet peeves is bad customer service, 
and she makes a point of greeting every customer and 
offering custom-made items that fit specific needs.

“I’ve made a lot of friends here,” Adam said. “All of my 
customers are my friends, and I know a lot of them by 
name now.”

geoRgetown business - sweet seRendiPity

Beverly Adam, owner

Famous English Toffee: $9.95 per bag•	
Texas-size Snappers (Turtles): $1.75 each•	
Cinnamon Truffles: $1.50 each or three for $4•	
Butterscotch Truffles: $1.50 a piece or three for $4•	
Chocolate-covered Potato Chips: $4.95•	

homemade specialt y treats and favorites

GENUINE.
DEPENDABLE.

Genuine. Dependable. And handmade right here in the heart of Texas.  
We’re First State Bank Central Texas, and like a well-made pair of Texas 

boots, a good fit right down to the ground. Twenty-six locations and 
growing, all right here just to make banking easier for you.

Member FDIC

www.fsbcentex.com

Friendly Style Banking

711 San Gabriel Village Blvd. Ste. 100

Sweet Serendipity
710 S. Austin Ave. 

864-1511 or toll free (866) 710-1511
www.sweetserendipityinc.com

East University Ave.

7th St.

8th St.

S. A
ustin A

ve.

Sweet 
Serendipity

Closer Look
         Local Business 
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NEED A LAWYER??? The Law Offices of Clark & Clark, PLLC
Proudly announces the addition of former 

Assistant Attorney General, Daniel A. Clark, to the family!
Mr. Clark comes to us from the North Austin Child Support Unit, bringing over eight 
years of experience in the establishment and enforcement of child support orders. 

He is a well-respected attorney in both Travis and Williamson Counties. We welcome 
his skills in mediation and negotiation as valuable assets to the �rm.

512- 851- 6310
Call us for help with all of your 
family’s legal needs, including:   

Wills    Estate Planning    Divorce    
Child Support / Custody    Modi�cations    & More

News or questions about Georgetown? E-mail us at scolletti@impactnews.com.

Taking care of business
FedEx Kinko’s opened June 25 in Wolf Ranch Town 
Center and celebrated with a ribbon cutting. The new 
store, located at 1013 W. University Ave., offers a variety 
of printing and shipping services. For more information, 
visit www.fedex.com or call 868-5934.

Courthouse gets a facelift
Festivities will take place on Sept. 8, beginning at 11 a.m., 
in honor of the rededication of the Williamson County 
Courthouse. Attendees can enjoy music, speeches, 
cake and a dove release as well as a tour of the recently 
renovated facility. For more information, visit 
www.wilcogov.org.

     
 
 

Exploring our ancestry
Last month the Williamson County Historical 
Museum unveiled its newest exhibit. Open indefinitely, 
“Uncovering the Past” focuses on the county’s earliest 
human inhabitants and how they lived. The museum 
is open Wednesday through Saturday or anytime by 
appointment. For more information, call 943-1670 or visit 
www.wchm-tx.org.

Fallen Heroes Ceremony
In 2002, Sergeant First Class Nathan R. Chapman became the 
first American soldier killed in action in the War on Terror.  
Even after being mortally wounded, SFC Chapman returned 
fire and is credited with saving the lives of his comrades.  

The Nathan Chapman Memorial Fundraiser is September 
10-11 benefiting families of Central Texas men and women 
who have given their lives in service to our country.
Sept 10, 3 p.m. – Fallen Heroes Ceremony at Williamson 
County Justice Center Fourth Street and Forest Street.

Dinner, golf tournament, and sponsorships available.
For more information, 888-599-6660 or 
www.nathanchapmanfund.org.

Don’t forget about Tax-Free Shopping Weekend Aug. 17-19.

Downtown dining
In June Ralph Acquaro and Lou Ann Leavitt took over 
ownership of the popular downtown eatery Down the 
Alley Bistro, located at 118 W. Eighth St., Ste. 101. They 
have revised the menu and expanded seating in the 
upstairs balcony. The restaurant offers a variety of fresh 
salads, sandwiches, quiche, pizza and desserts. For more 
information, call 863-7080.  

Teachers receive $40K in grants
Last month A+ Education Foundation announced the 
winners of its third annual educator grant program, 
with grants totaling nearly $40,000. These funds help 
cover the cost of programs and training to improve 
classrooms. Georgetown winners include Lorraine D. 
Bonsall and Tamara L. Smith of Williams Elementary, 
Claudia Doerfler of Ford Elementary and Margaret E. 
Vargo of G. W. Carver Elementary. Dana B. Allamon 
of Hutto High School also received a grant. For more 
information, visit www.aplusfcu.org. 

Fire safety
Texas law firm Wayne Wright Lawyers recently donated 
5,000 new smoke alarms to the Georgetown and Taylor 
fire departments for distribution. As a result, residents 
who do not have smoke alarms in their homes can 
request them and have them installed at no cost. For 
more information, call your local fire department.

The Georgetown Fire Department also invites the 
community to an open house at the new Fire Station 1 
on Aug. 14 from 5 to 9 p.m. The station is located at 
301 Industrial Ave. Call 930-3473 for more information. 
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Auto service with ethics
Full-service repair and maintenance garage Christian 
Brothers Automotive-Georgetown opened a new store 
last month at 3723 Williams Drive, Bldg 1. To celebrate, 
customers can receive an oil change (up to 5 quarts) for 
$14.95 plus tax. For more information, call 863-3400.

Buon appetito
Owner Mike Thibodeaux opened the fifth Craig O’s 
Pizza and Pastaria early last month in Wolf Ranch Town 
Center, 1015 W. University Ave., Ste. 420. The restaurant 
specializes in New York-Italian, homestyle cooking and 
brick-oven pizza. For more information, call 869-7499 or 
visit www.craigosgeorgetown.com. 

Fill the Bus campaign
The Georgetown Area Junior Forum, The Caring Place 
and Georgetown ISD are leading efforts to collect school 
supplies for Georgetown students. Donations may be 
dropped off Aug. 17-19 at Wolf Ranch, H-E-B at IH 35, 
H-E-B on Williams Drive and Wal-Mart. There will be 
a school bus in each parking lot. For more information, 
e-mail gajf_fundraising@yahoo.com or call 658-7658. 
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by beth Wade

Cindy Allen-Lott, owner

Closer Look
         Local Business 

According to a Chinese proverb, dragonflies are a sym-
bol of change and a sense of self that comes with maturity. 
To Cindy Allen-Lott, this was important and a reason to 
name her business Dragonfly Floral and Gifts.

Dragonfly opened August 2004 in a renovated house off 
Hwy. 79 in Hutto. 

Allen-Lott and her husband, Kenneth, both with con-
struction backgrounds, remodeled the house themselves 
with the help of family and friends in six weeks.

Before owning her own business, Allen-Lott had 
worked in the corporate world, which she says enabled her 
to operate her own store.

“My background allowed me to come up with a busi-
ness plan that allows me to help the customer, even after 
the initial purchase,” she said. “I know how to take care of 
people.”

Along with a marketing company, she created a Web 
site that enables visitors to set up important date remind-
ers. She said she finds this portion of her site particularly 
important to her male customers.

Her passion for flowers came from her mother, who 
died before the store opened.

“[My mother] was instrumental in teaching me how 
to slow down and appreciate God’s gifts, and to me, that 

means nature,” she said. “What better way to appreciate 
nature than with flowers?”

Although she has never received any formal flower train-
ing, Allen-Lott makes most of the arrangements herself. 
She said she has a mentor in Austin who helps her, and she 
has previously worked with floral designers in her store.

Her business brings a slice of Austin to Hutto and offers 
a service that she thought Hutto was lacking. Dragonfly is 
the only florist in the city and at one time, offered the only 
gift shop.

She sells fresh flowers, gourmet gift baskets, hand-
dipped chocolates and artwork from 30 Texas artists.

“Everything we have here is created pieces of art, not 
stuff from China you can get at Wal-Mart,” she said.

Allen-Lott said Dragonfly will always be the perfect fit 
for her. Even with the difficulties she has faced, including 
building a trustworthy staff that has the same passion she 
has, discovering her niche in the market and getting her 
business noticed through advertising, she is still convinced.

“I had to find something I could do where I felt I made a 
difference, something to connect me to my mom and what 
she loved. Working with flowers just seemed so natural,” 
she said.

hutto business - dRagonfly floRal and gif ts

•

Shop brightens town with flowers and goodies

A l l e n - lot t ’ S  f lo W e r  o r D e r i n g  t i p S

• Remember when you need flowers and call ahead.
• Preferably, give the florist 24 hours notice.
• Valentines Day orders should be ordered three
  weeks ahead; Mother’s Day orders two weeks ahead.
• Christmas gift baskets are already being ordered.
 

OUR AGENTS 
AVERAGE OVER 
10 YEARS 
OF EXPERIENCE

Get on the inside track
when buying or selling real 
estate in Williamson County.  
Expect the exceptional 
professional experience.

We strive to provide it.

A FULL SERVICE REAL ESTATE COMPANY RESALES • NEW HOMES • BUYER REPRESENTATION

OPEN
9am–6pm 
MON.-FRI.
10am–2pm
SAT.

www.UrbanHomesAndLand.com

Marcy
Urban
BROKER/OWNER 
ABR, GRI, CRS

413.5842

Jane King
REALTOR®

590.9411

512.763.1500
1102 S. Austin Ave. • Suite 106
Georgetown, TX 78626

Sarah
Carew
REALTOR®

254.760.8749

Barbara
Davies
ADMINISTRATIVE
ASSISTANT Wilburn

Johnson
BROKER-ASSOC.,CRS

916.531.9006

Karin
Truxillo
REALTOR®

966.0166

Lori
Williams
OFFICE 
MANAGER

In•tegrity
In•telligence

In•sight

Toll Free:
866.URBAN30
After Hours:
512.413.5842

Glenda
Bullock
REALTOR®
PROPERTY MANAGER

497-5167

Marcy
Urban
BROKER/OWNER 
ABR, GRI, CRS

413.5842

Dragonfly floral and gifts
208 E. Hwy. 79

846-1777 or toll free (866) 507-4438
www.dragonflyfloralandgifts.com

130

FM
 1660

Dragonfly
Floral & Gifts

79
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by beth Wade

Randall Richter, owner

richter furniture
115 W. Third St.  • 352-3212
www.richterfurniture.com

When Richter Furniture opened in 1903, it was not 
uncommon for furniture store owners to serve as under-
takers also. Originally G.A. Richter, along with his father-
in-law, L.S. Spivey, opened their shop as G.A. Richter 
Furniture and Undertaking.

Today the company, still located in the original build-
ing and known simply as Richter Furniture, is owned by 
Richter’s grandson, Randall, and his wife, Karen. Their 
daughter Tamara is the fifth generation to work in the 
store and sell furniture.

In high school, Randall worked at the store after school 
and on Saturdays helped do deliveries and bookkeeping, 
but he never thought he would end up running the family 
business.

Randall’s father and uncle operated the store for several 
years until 1973, when his father retired.

“I was attending UT and had plans of going into some 
other type of work,” Randall said. “Then my dad asked me 
to buy him out, so I took the plunge.”

Randall enjoys living and working in Taylor because of 
its small size.

“Taylor is still one of the quiet communities, not taken 
over by enormous growth like Round Rock,” he said. 
“Traffic is still small, and you can still ride down the street 

and wave to your neighbors.”
Karen takes care of the office work now, and Tamara 

sells almost all of the furniture, he said.
Richter’s is the only furniture store in Taylor; another 

shop closed down about two years ago, Randall said. He 
believes the store’s success is due to its location in the 
center of eastern Williamson County and the number of 
friends his family has made while doing business.

“About 80 to 90 percent of my business is repeat busi-
ness,” he said.

The couple focuses on keeping the store a family opera-
tion, even going as far as delivering the furniture them-
selves for free up to 50 miles away.

“We all know the furniture business really well, and 
because of that, we are able to service customers a lot 
better if we just do it ourselves,” Randall said. “Sometimes 
it’s fun; sometimes it’s hard work. I’m getting older, and 
delivering isn’t as easy as it used to be.”

Customers can find a wide variety of furniture at the 
store, including American-made Broyhill sofas, Lane re-
cliners and Vaughan-Bassett pieces. Carrying American-
made furniture is important to him, mainly because its 
quality has vastly improved in recent years, he said. 
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At Taylor furniture store, selling is a family affair
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Richter tells the story that furniture used to be delivered by a 
horse-drawn wagon. At one point, one of the horses became sick 
and had to be put down. The vet was called, but got confused and 
shot the wrong horse. Eventually the sick horse was put down, also, 
leaving the store with no transportation for delivery until two new 
horses could be purchased. 
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Serving Central Texas since 1909

“Come let my family show your family what a car buying 
experience should be. Call 345-4343 and ask for Kenny and 

I’ll get you the best deal on the car or truck you want.”
                                                     -Kenny Covert

2007 Edge SE
MSRP ........................................ $26,025
Customer Cash ............................ $1,000
Covert Discount .......................... $2,037

$22,988 +TT&L

MSRP ........................................ $18,955
Customer Cash ............................ $3,507
Covert Discount .......................... $2,460

$12,988

2007 F150 Regular Cab

+TT&L

Photos are for illustration purposes only. All prices subject to change. All prices plus TTL. All prices combined with 0% are for 36 months through Ford Motor Credit, W.A.C. 
0% for 36 months equals $27.77 per thousand.

Covert Ford

Shop online at covertauto.com
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A HOSPITAL THIS ADVANCED
DESERVES A GOOD HOME.

IN EARLY 2008, THE QUALITY CARE FOR WHICH THE SETON 

FAMILY OF HOSPITALS IS KNOWN, WILL BE CLOSER TO YOU AND 

YOUR FAMILY. SETON MEDICAL CENTER WILLIAMSON WILL OPEN 

AS THE COUNTY’S LARGEST AND ONLY FAITH-BASED MEDICAL 

CENTER. SERVICES WILL INCLUDE: COMPREHENSIVE EMERGENCY 

SERVICES; AN INTENSIVE CARE UNIT SUPPORTED BY CRITICAL CARE 

SPECIALISTS; GENERAL MEDICAL & SURGICAL CARE; DIAGNOSTIC 

& INTERVENTIONAL CARDIOLOGY; CARDIOVASCULAR SURGERY; 

CANCER CARE; ORTHOPEDICS; UROLOGY; NEUROSCIENCES; AND 

DIGESTIVE DISEASES. 

 

IN ADDITION, THIS NEW STATE-OF-THE-ART FACILITY WILL 

FEATURE A WOMEN’S CENTER PROVIDING LABOR & DELIVERY, 

OB/GYN SURGERY AND LEVEL II NURSERY SERVICES.

seton.net/williamson

SWL-036-070720.indd   1 7/20/07   9:00:35 AM
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News or questions about Hutto? 
E-mail us at scolletti@impactnews.com.

News or questions about Taylor? 
E-mail us at scolletti@impactnews.com.

1

Win a Harley
The Hutto Police Department and Hope 
Alliance, an organization that helps 
those whose lives have been affected 
by domestic violence or sexual assault, 
are holding the second annual Harley 
Davidson Motorcycle Raffle. The winning 
prize is a 2007 Harley Davidson “Fat 
Boy” valued at approximately $18,000. 
The drawing will be at Graham Central 
Station, 1719 Grand Avenue Parkway, 
Pflugerville, on Aug. 30 during a concert. 
To purchase a ticket and get more 
information, visit www.shophutto.com. 

Lowe’s near completion 
NewQuest Properties continues work 
on its development, Hutto Town Center, 
located at the northwest corner of Ed 
Schmidt Blvd. (CR 119) and Hwy. 79. The 
first tenant, Sonic, is already open, and 
anchor Lowe’s Home Improvement Store 
is scheduled for completion in November. 
For more information, visit 
www.newquestproperties.com.

 Fiesta time
Expansion is planned for Mario’s Mexican 
Food Restaurant, located at 209 East 
St., by early fall. The business offers 
classic entrées such as Tacos, Chalupas, 
Enchiladas and Fajitas as well as breakfast 
options Monday through Saturday. Owner 
Mario Perez plans to add a pavilion, 
garden area and live music. For more 
information, call 846-1778. 

Car care and repair
On July 6, Firestone Complete Auto Care 
celebrated its grand opening with a ribbon 
cutting ceremony and festivities. The new 
store is located at 606 Hwy. 79. For more 
information, call 846-1125.

Council chit chat
Every Saturday morning a different 
member of the Hutto City Council is 
available to speak with the public from 
9 to 11 a.m. at City Hall. These “chat” 
sessions allow citizens to speak directly 
with a council member to express their 
ideas and concerns regarding the city. 
No appointment is necessary. For more 
information, visit www.huttotx.gov.

Pay traffic tickets online
Hutto residents may now pay uncontested 
traffic tickets online by visiting 
http://TicketPay.HuttoTx.gov and clicking 
on Pay Traffic Ticket. Then follow the steps 
to complete your payment. 

Finger-lickin’ good
The 30th Annual Taylor International 
Barbeque Cook-off will be Aug. 17-18 
at Murphy Park in Taylor. In addition to 
the cook-off, attendees can enjoy an arts 
and crafts show, petting zoo and other 
children’s activities. All proceeds from 
the event go to local charities. For more 
information, visit www.taylorjaycees.org. 

Taylor Plaza
Bryan Cumby just completed $1 million in 
renovations at the 128,000 sq. ft. shopping 
center Taylor Plaza. Located across from 
Taylor High School, the center includes 
Family Dollar, Subway, Domino’s Pizza 
and Bealls, who recently renewed its lease 
for 10 years. For more information, visit  
www.weitzmanusa.com/index.asp.

Why Taylor?
Taylor residents will receive a postage-
paid postcard containing a three-question 
survey with their utility bills this month. 
The Taylor Marketing Team is distributing 
the “Why Taylor?” survey to find out what 
people like about Taylor living and to 
generate positive marketing messages for 
the city. The survey will also be available 
online. For more information, visit 
www.ci.taylor.tx.us. 

Intercraft Building
A Kansas industrial real estate company 
recently purchased the 321,600 sq. ft. 
industrial building at 1103 S.W. Carlos G. 
Parker Blvd. with intention of renovating 
and leasing the space. The building 
was formerly home to a picture frame 
manufacturing company that ceased 
operations in November 2004. For more  
information, visit www.bigindustrial.com 
or call Big Industrial at 913-385-3515.
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Honor Lady Bird
Each year, Keep Texas Beautiful issues a 
new Christmas tree ornament designed by 
Nelda Laney, wife of former Texas Speaker 
of the House Pete Laney. This year the 
fourth edition ornament was dedicated to 
Lady Bird Johnson and features a bouquet 
of wildflowers. The $20 keepsake is 
available through Keep Taylor Beautiful. 
For more information, call 352-4325 or 
visit www.k-t-b.org. 

What a burger
The first Whataburger in Taylor is now 
open at 3510 N. Main St. The corporate-
owned hamburger restaurant celebrated 
its grand opening June 9. For more 
information, call 352-6494.
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Don’t forget about Tax-Free 
Shopping Weekend Aug. 17-19.
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Regional  
Impact

In the coming months, Lakeline Mall will see a series 
of improvements to give the 12-year-old mall a facelift. 
A young competitor is nipping at its heels for Cedar Park 
shoppers. 

When the 1890 Ranch development opens in October, 
it will not only be new, it will also be adding to the Cedar 
Park tax base; Lakeline does not.

In the ’70s, Austin and Cedar Park battled over the va-
cant land at US 183 and FM 620. Looking to avoid litiga-
tion, Cedar Park compromised and took the Shenandoah 
subdivision just west of the intersection, giving Austin the 
land where Lakeline lies today.

Many of Simon Property Group’s renovations are aimed 
at giving Lakeline a more high-end appeal. On the retail 
side, Lakeline has recently added new specialty shops such 
as the clothing store Hollister and Co., cosmetics store Per-
fumania and an IBC bank. 

Aesthetically, the mall overhaul includes the redesign of 
the center court, located on the first floor below the food 
court, and three of the entrances, and installation of new 
flooring throughout. 

Mall gets facelift ahead of other retail projects
by Rachel youens

Lakeline Mall makeover

Simon Property Group began a 
series of renovations on the 12-

year-old Lakeline Mall this month. 
Construction is expected to be finished 
by mid 2008.

 

JCPenney entrance

Food court entrance

Other renovations:
  Redesign of the food court
  New tile and carpeting 
  2,300 sq. ft. family restroom 
with nursing room and lounge

  Renovation of upper level 
restrooms

  Enhancement of elevators and 
escalators

A “signature” 2,300 sq. ft. family restroom with nursing 
lounges and infant changing rooms will be added.

“The main reason for the renovation was that the mall 
was built in 1995, and the trade area here experienced tre-
mendous growth,” said Mark O’Malley, Simon’s area direc-
tor of strategic mall marketing. “Our customer base has 
also grown more affluent and has higher expectations.”

While Cedar Park Economic Director Phil Brewer 
doesn’t expect 1890 Ranch to compete with Lakeline’s 
high-end shopping and department stores, the two shop-
ping centers will have some similar offerings, such as PetS-
mart, OfficeMax and a movie theater. 

1890 Ranch will be comparable in size to Lakeline, offer-
ing about 900,000 sq. ft. to Lakeline’s 1.1 million.

“Even though we don’t gain the tax dollars from Lake-
line, it certainly provides a shopping venue of which the 
citizens take advantage. When 1890 opens, more of the 
sales tax dollars that have been going into Austin will end 
up staying in Cedar Park,” Brewer said. “We’ll be able to 
recapture sales tax dollars that have been going out of our 
community for the past 12 years.”

University Boulevard

CR 112

Scott & White 
University 

Medical Campus

Round Rock 
Wellness Center Proposed

Austin 
Community 

College

Round Rock 
Higher Education 

Center

Seton Medical 
Center Williamson

during the last several years, university Boulevard in Round Rock has evolved with medical and support growth. 
it was this boom development that attracted education leaders, according to Jenny Young, vice president of 
governmental affairs at texas A&M Health Science center.

Sen. Steve Ogden, Rep. Mike Krusee 
and Rep. Dan Gattis, representatives at 
the state level in the Williamson County 
area, worked together to have funding 
for a Round Rock medical school in the 
legislative session’s House Appropriations 
Bill. 

Both Texas A&M, based in College Sta-
tion, and the University of Texas, based 
in Austin, have expressed interest in 
creating a medical school in the Central 
Texas region. So Gattis approached both 
about their plans. 

A&M planned to put their med school 
in Temple, the home of Scott & White. 
UT had no immediate plans and wasn’t 
yet ready to pursue the med school. 

Unwilling to wait, the focus of Krusee, 
Gattis and Ogden turned to A&M.

Gattis argued that A&M shouldn’t go 
to Temple when the growth is in Round 
Rock, but also that the big advances now 
are in biotechnology and bioscience.
Round Rock is a hub for both of these. 
Sometimes it can be hard for a student 
to get the required amount of experi-
ence he needs before graduating and the 
number of medical facilities in the area 
would help.

Part of Ogden, Gattis and Krusee’s 
compromise with UT was that A&M’s 
medical school would stay in the Round 
Rock boundaries, offering UT a chance 
at its own school.

Behind the scenesLegislature funds new med school
The Texas Legislature dedicated $9 mil-

lion to Texas A&M University recently to 
support a medical school in Round Rock. 
Anticipated to open in 2009, the campus 
will eventually support 100 students in 
their third and fourth years of studies as 
they complete clinicals. 

State Rep. Dan Gattis said he recom-
mended the idea last year when the univer-
sity approached him about expanding its 
medical program. 

“If you look to the growth and where the 
needs will be, Williamson County is either 
the first or second fastest growing area,” 
he said. 

by ChriSti CoVington Texas A&M’s College of Medicine stu-
dents take two years of courses in College 
Station, then complete clinical studies at 
the Scott & White hospital in Temple. The 
match made sense, Gattis said, because 
of the school’s relationship with Scott & 
White, which opened its Round Rock loca-
tion on University Boulevard this month. 

Texas A&M is exploring building a phys-
ical campus, but it is not the priority, said 
Jenny Young, vice president of governmen-
tal affairs at Texas A&M Health Science 
Center. The initial $9 million will finance 
administration costs. In future legislative 
sessions, Young said Texas A&M will try to 
acquire additional funds for facilities.
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Scott & White Clinics
CEDAR PARK

CEDAR PARK WEST
GEORGETOWN

GEORGETOWN CENTRAL
HUTTO

PFLUGERVILLE
TAYLOR 

CLOSER

CARE

Announcing an amazing advance
in health care: convenience.
Scott & White is committed to providing the best and

most accessible health care to Central Texans of all

ages. That’s why our clinics’ doors are open wider 

now in Cedar Park, Cedar Park West, Georgetown,
Georgetown Central, Hutto, Pflugerville and Taylor.
These expanded locations allow you and your family

convenient access to Scott & White physicians and

connect you to the expertise of our specialists at the

University Medical Campus in Round Rock.

It’s the best in health care, closer to home. 

http://clinics.sw.org
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Lookout at 
Brushy Creek
Hutto - 78634

Agent: 
Sondra Apelt 
(512) 560-5127

4 Br./3-full 2-half Ba.         
$499,900

201 Comanche Circle

Parkview Estates
Georgetown - 78626

Agent: 
Sandy Barr 
(512) 635-7725

3 Br./2 Ba.         
$199,500

101 Pecan Vista Lane

REAL ESTATE REPORT

Sun City
Georgetown - 78628

Agent: 
Jerome Wobrock 
(512) 639-1481

3 Br./2 Ba.         
$258,700

505 Dawson Trail
-$1,000

Change in average selling price  
over last year

Key Stats

Residential Real Estate Report
  Georgetown, Hutto & Taylor MLS Area 

Less than $100,000

$100 - $149.9k

$150 - $199.9k

$200 - $299.9k

$300 - $399.9k

$400 - $499.9k

$500 - $749.9k

$750 - $999.9k

$1 Million + 

11

117

153

154

63

40

36

7

3

Price Range No. of Homes for Sale Avg. Days on Market

2

114

52

14

4

5

3

2

-

87

65

73

78

86

63

89

124

227

203

60

75

76

115

88

82

287

-

Monthly home sales

July 2007

July 2006

June 2007 

May 2007

91

104

135

131

Month  
Sold

Georgetown

22

17

68

67

On the market
July 1 - July 31, 2007

SolD
Data provided by Coldwell Banker United 
(www.coldwellbankerunited.com)

28

19

29

23

Georgetown Hutto Taylor
44

48

12

21

3

2

1

1

-

Georgetown Hutto Taylor
104

80

120

112

172

191

54

89

-

Georgetown

Hutto

Taylor

$125,000

$125,000

$152,347

$145,000

$198,500

$166,750

$240,061

$216,532

$94,000

$95,000

$99,805

$125,726

Hutto Taylor
Average 

Price Sold Average 
Price Sold Average 

Price

$0

+$31,750
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work it to get people to want to walk down 
at the river.”

Clark said he plans to have a pedestrian-
friendly layout that shows off the pristine 
water features and natural, shaded areas.

“They’re very conscious of the environ-
ment,” Thomas said of LedgeStone. “The 
developer has said they want to maintain 
as many of the trees and natural foliage as 
possible. The designs they’re coming up 
with use the open spaces that are currently 
available to minimize the impact on the 
trees that may be on the site.”

Marlene McMichael, a government re-
lations specialist and Planning and Zon-
ing board member, cited the ease of trav-
el between The Summit and downtown 
Georgetown as another unique aspect of 
the project. She added that with the recent 

addition of Toll 130 and Toll 45, maneuver-
ing around the region is even easier.

“We think that the connectivity is very 
good,” McMichael said. “We don’t have to 
build roads to make this happen, and we 
think the transportation improvements 
only facilitate that, that much more.”

In addition to the scenic landscape and 
proximity to downtown Georgetown, The 
Summit will be located just off of IH 35, 
making it visible from the highway and 
convenient to access. 
Transforming the city

More enhancements of Rivery Park will 
signify other changes for the city. George-
town residents will have more opportunity 
to work closer to home. The conference cen-
ter will serve as a large facility for conven-
tions, something the city currently lacks. 

years ago,” Hutto City Manager Ed Brous-
sard said. “You had the combination of 
downtown businesses and residential. We’ve 
separated residential from business, dividing 
our communities. We’re bringing those ele-
ments back.”

The strategic location — both at the junc-
ture of three important roadways and within 
the Austin metro area — and continuing 
growth of the region are key factors in the 
city’s decision to pursue this project.

Atlantic Coast Developers, LLC, a Jack-
sonville, Fla.-based group, and New York-
based Glenmont Capital Management, LLC, 
are the project’s developers. TBG Partners, 
an Austin firm, and Atlanta-based Phillips 
Partnership, P.C. will be in charge of design.

No tenants have been announced yet, 
and the estimated cost is still undisclosed. 
Groundbreaking is planned for next year.
Defining New Urbanism

New Urbanism is a design concept based 
on mixed-use communities that are pedes-
trian friendly and well-connected. 

“When we look back at the urban experi-
ence of the past, there were both good and 
bad things about that experience,” said Bill 
Sulzbacher, president of Atlantic Coast De-
velopers. “But what have been lifted are the 
good things — that you live close to where 
you work, close to shopping, that you are able 
to walk every place you want to go.”

The Crossings will include a traditional 
shopping center and a town center that will 
have a shop-lined street with residential and 

office space above the retail. 
Matthew Lewis, Hutto director of com-

munity development, echoed Sulzbacher’s 
intentions to make connectivity and walk-
ability priorities.

“We’re paying special attention to park-
land and making sure the open space is 
connected to the street,” Lewis said. “The 
overall street network is planned to promote 
walking, almost functioning as a park.”
Shopping, working and more

In addition to more retail and commer-
cial options, the community will provide  
new choices in housing.

New Urbanism
continued FRoM |1

Business center
continued FRoM |1

“It will provide commercial office space 
for those who would prefer to have their of-
fice needs met in the Georgetown location 
versus farther locations,” Clark said. “We 
believe it will service a need that’s there. 
That way, they can work where they live and 
really enjoy the benefits of Georgetown.”

Because it’s still early in the project, Clark 
would not disclose any potential tenants, 
but said there is “strong interest” from sev-
eral companies. He could not yet give an es-
timated cost either. Alderman/Paccone Ar-
chitects is doing the design. Construction is 
planned for next year and will take two to 
three years to complete.

“I really just like the inherent landscape 
present there,” Clark said. “It’s a very nice 
place now; we’d like to get some upgrades, 
making it into a very, very nice place.”

This early sketch depicts the future development. Four condos will offer 
high-end office space (top). Plans also include a hotel, two restaurants, an 
office tower and conference center. 

To connect the community center, which is similar to a traditional shopping 
center, and the town center, an oval grassy area known as ‘The Circus’ will 
serve to control traffic flow and act as an outdoor gathering place for events. 

Small Towns ...
       Big Changes

Hutto

Georgetown

THE CONFERENCE CENTER
Developer Dan Clark preferred the 
planned large meeting structure be 
called a ‘conference center,’ rather 
than a ‘convention center.’ He said 
the space isn’t large enough for the 
typical convention center.

the summit at RiveRy PaRk

the cRossings of caRmel cReek

aRea laRge-caPacity meeting facilities

Facility                                    Capacity

The Summit at Rivery Park*

Austin Marriott North in Round Rock
Palmer Events Center in Austin
Renaissance Austin Hotel in Arboretum
*opening 2-3 years  

2,500
500
6,434
2,000
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Sports complex
continued FRoM |1

$500,000 award from Texas Parks and 
Wildlife for the creation of an outdoor 
recreational facility. The city received a 
$400,000 award this year.

Taylor matched those monies with land 
donated for the complex. H-E-B, pitched 
in $50,000, and a portion of the proceeds 
from the sale of land to CVS and Walgreens 
was also allocated to the park. Dunaway 
said the city will issue debt for the remain-
der of the cost.

“Our destiny in this whole thing is totally 
in our control,” McDonald said. “We’re not 
looking to anyone else for funding, we’re 
not dependent upon anyone else’s timeta-
ble and we can make it succeed in spite of 
everything.”
The plan 

Taylor has a contract with BWM Group, 
L.P. for the design of the complex. It will 
be directly accessible by Hwy. 95 and Loop 
397. Other major roadways in the area in-
clude Toll 130 and Hwy. 79, and the coun-
ty’s Chandler Road will eventually connect 
Taylor to IH 35. Construction for phase 3B 
of that project, which will extend Chandler 
to Hwy. 95, is scheduled to begin in Febru-
ary 2008.

Those roadways could carry sports teams 
to tournaments within a year and a half.

“We hope to have final drawings done 
in the fall and then hopefully go to bid late 
winter or early spring,” Dunaway said. “We 
want to have the thing ready to play late 
2008, because you need to have one grow-

“There’s a number of people that want to 
live in downtown Austin that can’t afford it 
— people who want to live in a mixed-use 
development,” Lewis said. “[They range] 
from young families to senior citizens.” 

Currently Hutto housing is primarily sin-
gle family and mostly the same style. Brous-
sard said that the housing stock in Hutto will 
be diversified with The Crossings.  

“This allows for Hutto’s small-town feeling 
with some of the big city amenities,” he said.

“It really helps put us on the map,” Brous-
sard said. “This type of development hasn’t 
been seen in east Williamson County yet. It 
has a great potential for possibility.”

    

ing season on the fields before the players 
jump on it.”
The future and the money

Avalanche Consulting completed an eco-
nomic impact study of the athletic complex 
on the City of Taylor in June. Among the 
findings was an estimate that the project 
would bring $4.6 million to the city an-
nually both directly, through the park 
operations and spending by visitors and 
employees, and indirectly, through money 
employees and visitors spend in Taylor’s 
convenience stores, restaurants, retail out-
lets, gas stations and grocery stores.

“It’s the Kevin Costner movie [Field of 
Dreams]: If you build it, they will come,” 
McDonald said. “For people who go to 
sports tournaments, it’s not a problem to 
travel 250-300 miles to go to a tournament 
on the weekends. A lot of people look at 
this as a vacation, a family outing and a 
time to be together.”

If a family likes what they see, the week-

end trip could lead to relocation.
“The people that you try to attract to the 

city to make it grow in the right way are 
those people who have kids, and one of the 
first things they look at is what athletic fa-
cilities you have for both them and for their 
kids,” McDonald said.

Although the possibilities are exciting, 
McDonald said the city is approaching the 
project soberly.

“We’re not naïve. We understand we 
don’t have the restaurants or the hotels that 
Georgetown or Round Rock have now,” he 
said. 

However, the Field of Dreams scenario is 
a recurring theme in the research done by 
the city and its consultants. If Taylor builds 
a highly marketable facility, supporting 
businesses should follow, Dunaway said.

“We understand it won’t happen the first 
day, but once it gets going absolutely, why 
not,” McDonald said. “We’re continually 
told the demand is there.”

To connect the community center, which is similar to a traditional shopping 
center, and the town center, an oval grassy area known as ‘The Circus’ will 
serve to control traffic flow and act as an outdoor gathering place for events. 

Small Towns ...
       Big Changes

A site near Super Wal-Mart and H-E-B on Loop 397 is planned to house 
the East Williamson County Park. The softball fields will accommodate 
girls softball through the collegiate level, and all the fields will be 
lighted. Space will be reserved for five future soccer fields, a community 
recreation center and road.

Attract more than 50,000 out-of-town visitors to Taylor

Generate $3.2 million in spending at the park and 

$1.4 million in ancillary spending

Result in $1.7 million in new wages

Create $42,000 in new city sales tax revenue

Create $6,100 in new hotel/motel tax revenue

Flexible youth baseball/softball fields (8)

Champion baseball/softball fields (2)

Adult softball field (2)

Batting cage (4 lane)

Soccer field (2 adult)

Football field (1)

Basketball courts (2)

Concession / restroom building (3) 

Picnic pavilion (2)

Playground (2)

Hike and bike trails (1.5 miles)

Wetland enhancement garden

Xeriscape demonstration garden

Parking (1,200 spaces)

Future soccer fields

Future recreation center
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Taylor

Avalanche Consulting, in an economic impact report of the East 
Williamson County Park on the City of Taylor, found that the 
complex would have a total direct and indirect impact of $4.68 
million, including the following yearly benefits:

east williamson county PaRk
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Every cancer is different and so is every patient.  That’s why we are dedicated 
to providing advanced and personalized cancer care to patients in our 
community. We provide a comprehensive offering of cancer treatments 
and support services in our state of the art facility, including advanced 
radiation technologies and the latest clinical trials.  Our compassionate 
medical team will clearly explain test results, provide access to progressive 

treatment options, and treat you with the best medicine of all… care.

For more information contact us today at 

512.341.8724

Round Rock Cancer Center 
2410 Rock Rock Avenue, Ste. 150 • Round Rock, Texas 78681

w w w . t e x a s c a n c e r c e n t e r r o u n d r o c k . c o m

Advanced cancer care.  Personalized just for you.  

SURVIVE CANCER

Williamson County’s namesake a Texas hero
by Karen r. thompSon

Historical  
Impact

years since Mexico had gained independence 
from Spain, and the native Indian tribes were 
beginning to fight against any rulers. The three-
way struggle between American settlers, Mexi-
can officials and the native tribes was headed 
for turmoil. Statehood seemed to be the best 
solution to the cultural clash.

Texas was admitted as the 28th state, and 
Feb. 19, 1846, when its last president, Dr. An-
son Jones, lowered the Texas flag in Austin 
and stated, “The Republic is no more,” no 
one was happier than R. M. Williamson. 

In 1848, Washington Anderson and 
James O. Rice circulated two handwritten 
petitions to form a new county throughout 
the western part of Milam District. 

The suggested name for the county was 
San Gabriel or Clear Water, but the Texas 
Legislature decided to honor one of their 
own, naming the county after Robert 
McAlpin Williamson. 

Since he was well known by reputa-
tion, the idea was embraced, and from 
the beginning Williamson County was 
known as a county of laws.

 

Karen Thompson is a seventh-generation 
Texan, passionate about preserving and 
recording Texas history. She has written 
books on Williamson County, Round 
Rock and Austin. She is manager of 
archives for Williamson County.

As a judge of the Republic of Texas, Robert McAlpin 
Williamson was sent to Shelbyville to hold court during 
a turbulent period. After setting up court, a man pulled a 
Bowie knife and stated, “This is the law that governs here!” 
Williamson quickly displayed a long-barreled pistol and 
said, “This is the constitution that overrides it!” 

Williamson was many things: soldier, lawyer, judge, 
publisher, orator, father, man of principals and “handi-
capped.”

With his long list of accomplishments, it is hard to be-
lieve he was crippled since age 15. His right leg had been 
drawn back at the knee, causing him to wear a peg leg that 
required special trousers. Hence the nickname “Three-
legged Willie.” Even with his disability, he was a superb 
horseman and could even dance the jig.

As a man of law, it did not take long for Williamson to 
take up the cause of Texas independence. In Anáhuac, 
Mexican Commander Juan Davis Bradburn had arrested 
Patrick Jack and William Barret Travis. Williamson came 
to their defense. This was only the beginning of his rally 
for justice. 

Williamson and Travis became friends and business 
associates. In the Diary of William Barret Travis at the 
Texas Archives, Travis mentions Williamson 20 times and 
Stephen F. Austin 21 times. Williamson was undoubtedly 
upset about the death of Travis at the Alamo on March 6, 
1836, and probably anxious to defend Travis and Texas at 
the Battle of San Jacinto on April 21. He did not let his dis-
ability prevent his participation, and he received 640 acres 
of land for his service.

Williamson wholeheartedly supported annexation to 
the United States, so much so that he named one of his 
sons Annexus. 

When he came to Texas in 1826, it had only been five 

Robert McAlpin Williamson

1804 Born in Georgia to Peter B. and Rebecca Ann McAlpin Williamson and raised by grandfather Micajah Williamson of the 1776 Continental Army1819 Developed “white leg” (probably polio) at age 151823 Admitted to the Georgia Bar at age 191826 Settled in San Felipe de Austin 1832 Opposed Mexican despot Bradburn in Anahauc1835 Delegate from Mina (later known as Bastrop) to first “Consultation”
1835 Appointed Major by S. F. Austin to organize Texas Rangers
1836 Cavalry in the Battle of San Jacinto, April 211836-1840 Supreme Court judge of the Republic of Texas1837 Married Mary Jane Edwards; they eventually had seven children 

1840-1845 Served in Congress of the Republic of Texas from 
Washington County, as a representative and then senator1846 After Statehood, Senator in first and second Congresses1859 Died December 22 in Wharton, Texas, at age 551891 Life-sized portrait was dedicated in state Senate chamber 

and still hangs there today
1930 Reinterred to Texas State Cemetery in Austin
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Williamson County’s namesake a Texas hero Neighborhood
         Dining

 the texan café • hutto

I love creaky wooden doors. When I entered the Texan 
Café in Hutto, I heard that welcoming sound a door makes 
when it has been opened hundreds of times. Stepping onto 
the scored cement floors, my eyes scanned the longhorn 
pictures, leather chairs, colorful tablecloths and old, 
stained-glass windows. I realized then, The Texan Café is a 
No. 1, genuine Texas article. 

From the Homemade Fried Onion Rings ($5.25) to the 
Tuesday Blue Plate Special of Roast Beef with two sides 
($6.95), the menu features Texas favorites and generous 
portions, all served skillet hot. 

I usually try not to pick a favorite item, but when I tasted 
the original-recipe, hand-breaded Fried Green Tomatoes 
($5.25), I closed my eyes and just savored the flavor. 

The Chicken Fried Steak ($9.95) was tender, with crisp 
batter and topped with lightly seasoned gravy, which 
enhanced the flavor. A wide variety of sandwich and ham-
burger selections are all served with Fried Sweet Potatoes. 

I chose the Blue Cheese Bacon Burger ($6.95), and it 
was an excellent selection. The meat was top quality, as 
were the cheese and bacon. 

The Chicken Posole ($2.95) came filled with chunks of 
tender chicken, spiced perfectly with subtle Southwestern 
seasonings. Each savory bite brought back memories of 

Hutto restaurant dishes up down-home comfort food
by ann M. Calvert

comfort food while gathered around a campfire. 
Hot Apple Pie with Brandy Sauce a la Mode ($5.95), a 

Texan Café signature dessert, was an elegant and deli-
cious mix of flavors and textures. What a great way to end 
the meal. The menu also includes a nice variety of soups, 
salads, seafood and steak. 

Afternoons from 3 to 5 (Tuesday-Friday), The Texan 
Café hosts a “Pie Happy Hour” ($3.49 per slice). Difficult 
to determine exactly how many homemade pie varieties 
the Texan can dish out, probably around 20 (counting 
cobblers), the pies have become a favorite of locals and 
tourists alike. Pie Happy Hour, with the giant size slices 
and rich, sweet flavors, truly makes people happy.

Roger Joughin has owned The Texan Café a little less 
than a year. You will enjoy meeting him as he makes his 
rounds throughout the restaurant to check on your com-
fort and satisfaction.

The beautiful, old, limestone building, galvanized 
tin walls and ceilings, Texas decór, delicious food, and 
friendly, family atmosphere all work together to make The 
Texan Café a warm, inviting place you will want to visit 
and take your friends. 

Just open the door and listen for the welcome.

the texan café
207 East St.  •  846-2885

Hours: Tuesday – Saturday 11 a.m. – 8:30 p.m.
Sunday 11 a.m. – 3 p.m.

closed Monday 

S W e e t  A S  p i e Ferdinand the bull sits atop the restaurant in downtown Hutto.

79

The Texan Café

FBproductAd07232007.indd   1 7/24/2007   10:18:01 AM

Convenient locations 
to meet your needs

Fresenius Medical Care

FMS-Bastrop
Ph# 512-581-9993

FMS-Central
Ph# 512-452-7881

FMS-San Marcos
Ph# 512-353-8080

FMS-Round Rock
Ph# 512-671-8012

FMS-South
Ph# 512-707-7601

FMS-North
Ph# 512-901-4044

FMS-Marble Falls
Ph# 830-798-9575
          866-633-6621

FM 1431

Lakeline B
lvd.

B
agdad Rd.

1201 North Lakeline Blvd.
Cedar Park, TX 78613
512-901-4044 for more 
information

1499 E. Old Settlers Blvd
Round Rock, TX 78664
512-671-8012
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Cedar Park
Opening in September!

Dr. Robert Hootkins
Dr. Sonali Birewar
Dr. Vincent Tjia
Dr. Harry Goss
Dr. Ellen Grimm
Dr. Andrew Alpar
Dr. Eileen Cook
Dr. Elia Saadeh

Our Nephrologists:

Round Rock

New Dialysis Center in Cedar Park

Robert McAlpin Williamson

1804 Born in Georgia to Peter B. and Rebecca Ann McAlpin Williamson and raised by grandfather Micajah Williamson of the 1776 Continental Army1819 Developed “white leg” (probably polio) at age 151823 Admitted to the Georgia Bar at age 191826 Settled in San Felipe de Austin 1832 Opposed Mexican despot Bradburn in Anahauc1835 Delegate from Mina (later known as Bastrop) to first “Consultation”
1835 Appointed Major by S. F. Austin to organize Texas Rangers
1836 Cavalry in the Battle of San Jacinto, April 211836-1840 Supreme Court judge of the Republic of Texas1837 Married Mary Jane Edwards; they eventually had seven children 

1840-1845 Served in Congress of the Republic of Texas from 
Washington County, as a representative and then senator1846 After Statehood, Senator in first and second Congresses1859 Died December 22 in Wharton, Texas, at age 551891 Life-sized portrait was dedicated in state Senate chamber 

and still hangs there today
1930 Reinterred to Texas State Cemetery in Austin 130

FM
 1660

East St.

Farley St.

These flavors are usually available:
•	Coconut	cream*
•	Key	lime*
•	Chocolate	silk*
•	Lemon	drop
•	Turtle
•	Oreo	cookie
•	Apple
•	Pecan

•	Peanut	butter
•	Chocolate	fudge
•	Strawberry	cream
  cheese
•	Peppermint	Patty
•	S’more

*Best	sellersPeppermint Patty pie Roger Joughin, owner



AUGUST  2007 18impAcT newS.com impAcT newS.com

Accessible: Same-day Appointments � Urgent Care Centers � After Hours Clinics � All-night Phone Nurse

Reliable:  Most Health Plans Accepted � Comprehensive Health Care � Quality Assurance

Convenient:  18 locations � Onsite Lab and X-ray � Online Appointment Requests � Multispecialty Group

HWY 79

Farley St.
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Union Pacific Railroad

1660

ARC Hutto
846-1244 or 877-846-1244

Everywhere you need us to be
Austin • Cedar Park • Round Rock • Pfl ugerville • Hutto • Kyle (coming 2008)

ARC-INFO (272-4636) 
AustinRegionalClinic.com

The ARC Advantage

AUSTIN
REGIONAL
CLINIC

SM

County  
Impact

animal PRotection agencies 
neWS: in March, the 15,000 sq. ft. Williamson county Regional Animal Shelter opened 
in Georgetown, funded through a partnership with the county and the cities of Round Rock, 
Hutto, Leander and cedar Park. the initial operating budget was $423,963.32. in May, shelter 
director Melanie Sobel resigned and soon the Williamson county Sheriff’s department began 
an investigation into animal cruelty. in response to public demand that the shelter be staffed 
properly and better maintained, Sobel sent a letter dated June 29 blaming the county, noting 
she worked 48 consecutive days because the shelter’s staff was too small.
“the lack of planning and forethought involved in WcRAS was highly irresponsible,” she said. 

tHe ReSPonSe: dr. dana Boehm was named interim director June 1. the county 
commissioners court approved increasing the budget to $692,909 to provide for additional 
staff. then July 16, dr. Beverlee nix, zoonosis control veterinarian with the texas department 
of State Health Services in temple, made an unannounced visit to the shelter and described 
it as “a clean, well-managed shelter.” nix reported that since Boehm became director new 
procedures have been implemented such as limiting euthanasia to ill or unsocialized animals, 
establishing infection control to prevent disease, training personnel and defining cleaning 
procedures.

deFininG SHeLteRS

Types of animal welfare agencies
Municipal (city or county):  Animal care 
and control is a part of public health and 
safety governmental service. Many munici-
palities run their own animal control and 
sheltering, but some contract all or part of 
the function to a non-profit shelter.  
Independent non-profit:  non-profit 
animal welfare agencies vary greatly. they 
may or may not have a physical shelter, may 
be open door or limited admission and may 
or may not provide contract services. 

Philosophy choices
Open Door:  Accepts all animals. When the 
shelter’s cages are full and after exhausting 
other options, animals are euthanized to 
make room for new animals. 
Limited Admission:  Accepts new animals 
if space is available.  they typically only 
take healthy, behaviorally sound animals. 
they perform limited euthanasia for illness 
or severe behavior problems that  develop 
after arrival.  

Focus of animal welfare agencies
Prevention Focus:  Solving problems at 
their source by providing services such as 
spaying, neutering and behavior training.
Intervention Focus:  Meeting current 
needs created by problems such as  shelter-
ing strays, rescue and adoptions.
 

Humane Society of Williamson County
10930 E. Crystal Falls Parkway, Leander • 260-3602 • www.hswc.net

Tues. - Fri.: 11 a.m. - 6 p.m. • Sat.: 11 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sun.: Noon - 5 p.m. • Closed Mon.

Williamson County Regional Animal Shelter
1855 S.E. Inner Loop, Georgetown • 943-3322 • www.wilcopets.org 

Tues., Wed. and Fri.: Noon - 6 p.m. • Sat. and Sun.: 11 a.m. - 4 p.m. • Closed Mon. and Thurs.

Board Members: Pct. 3 commissioner Valerie covey – 
Williamson county, Lt. Bob drawbaugh – Round Rock, Lt. 
darlene Brown – cedar Park, Asst. Police chief Jerrell Jolley – 
Leander, Asst. city Manager Joni clark – Hutto

Board members: President Janet ott, Shandell Burgess, 
H.R. Strickland, Julia Whitley, Kimberly Shepard, Sallie Scott, 
Susan Landgraf, diane Pappa, Kimberly Broner, Kim Lutz

inteRim diRectoR: dr. dana Boehm

oPened: March

oPeRating budget 2008: $692, 909

funded by: 50 percent from county, 50 
percent from partnering cities

facility: 15,000 sq. ft.

caPacity: 85 dog kennels, 90 cat kennels

staff: nine full time, three part time

admission: open admission. Some animals 
are euthanized for medical or behavioral 
issues.

adoPtion infoRmation

Adoption Fee: $85
An adopted animal will come with:

Spaying or neutering • 
initial vaccinations• 
Microchip• 
Worming• 
Heartworm screening or FiV/FeLV testing• 

seRvices: WcRAS acts as a municipal animal 
shelter, implementing the county and cities’ 
mandates for animal control. the shelter 
handles intervention, providing care for strays, 
reuniting lost animals with their owners, rabies 
quarantine for the county and animal adoptions 
as space is available.

seRvices: the Humane Society  focuses on 
high volume adoption, low-cost spay/neuter 
services and pet retention services. it conducts 
offsite adoptions at local businesses. Pets are 
posted for adoption on Petfinder.com and 
other online resources. the society recently 
received a grant to subsidize further spay/
neuter for low-income Williamson county 
residents. Abby Angel Fund provides medical 
care for animals that need medical help prior 
to adoption.

deFininG SHeLteRS
no official terminology defines shelters.  
From “shelter” to “pound,” names are 
interchangeably used.  All shelters are inde-
pendent. no national umbrella organization 
gives funding.

E. Crystal Falls Pkwy.

Ronald W. Reagan Blvd.
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diRectoR: Gretchen Guyer, began in March

oPened: 1979

oPeRating budget: $632,000

funded by: 40 percent from adoption fees, 
the rest from donation and fundraisers

facility: 7,000 sq. ft.

caPacity: 100 animals (onsite only, does 
not include animals in foster care)

staff: 11 full time

admission: it became a private, no-kill 
shelter in March when the WcRAS opened. 

adoPtion infoRmation

Adoption Fee: $95
An adopted animal will come with:

Spaying or neutering • 
initial vaccinations and/or rabies • 
vaccination voucher  
Microchip • 
Heartworm screening or Leukemia test • 
30 days of free pet health insurance from • 
Sheltercare
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MEET THE PRESIDENT

www.ibcentx.com

This is Chris Logue from Independent Bank. When he says your loan 

is approved, it’s approved. Because Independent Bank officers don’t 

put off decisions. They respond quickly! So when Chris tells you he can 

help, you can be REAL sure he’s got the power to make it happen.

Chris Logue
President – Georgetown

512.733.7766 office
512.635.8815 cell
clogue@ibcentx.com

4420 Sunrise Road • Round Rock

Georgetown T.V. & Audio
T.V. and Audio Experts for Over 30 Years

KDL-46XBR3
BRAVIA   XB    LCD Tevlevision® ®
Special Purchase From Sony

List $3599
Special Promotional Price

®

$2599

4201 Hwy. 29 E.
4 miles east of I-35 

(exit 261) on Hwy 29

CALL (512) 930-2299
HWY 29

130

TO HUTTO

EXIT 261

Georgetown T.V. & Audio
SALE ENDS SATURDAY AUGUST 30th  * while supplies last *

Surround Sound & Whole House 
Audio Systems Using Paradigm, 
Denon, Pioneer & Yamaha

Georgetown’s Only Sony Platinum 
SES Service Center With 35 yrs of 
TV Repair Experience

We Carry All The Latest HD 
Plasmas And LCDs Including 
Pioneer Elite & Sony XBR

We Offer Free Consultation & 
On-site Evaluation for All Audio & 
Video Installations

sneak PReview of couRthouse

The Williamson County Courthouse has undergone an $8.9 million renovation 
project to return the historic landmark to its 1911 appearance. County officials 
will host a rededication ceremony and celebration Saturday, Sept. 8 at 11 a.m. at 
the courthouse.

The county received a $3.75 million grant in 2004 from the Texas Historic 
Courthouse Preservation Program to help fund the project.
    
County officials hosted a sneak peek tour of the courthouse July 31. During the 
renovations, the Historical Committee worked to keep the materials used as 
close to the originals as possible.

The railing in the former 26th District 
Courtroom, which will now serve as a 
courtroom for special purposes, was going 
to be replaced with new railing; however, 
someone found the original railing in a barn 
and brought it to the construction site. To 
bring the railing up to the current code, a 
banister was added to increase the height. 

RAiLiNG

When the courthouse was built, safety 
glass was made with chicken wire. Today, 
it’s made differently; however, to keep 
the historical look of the courthouse, the 
contractors needed to have the chicken 
wire look. They took a picture of the chicken 
wire glass and laid it over the new safety 
glass.

DOME CEiLiNG SAFETy GLASS

The marble trimming along the walls in 
the main areas is all the original marble. 
The grey paint throughout the rest of the 
building is historically accurate. In 1911, the 
cost to trim a building entirely with marble 
was too expensive.

MARBLE WALLS

The contractor removed the elevator, which 
was added in 1955, and replaced it with a 
new stairwell that is a replica of the existing 
stairs. Each step is coated with cast-iron 
tread to prevent slipping. Because cast-iron 
tread is no longer made, the contractor 
had to use a mold of the original tread to 
recreate the look of the staircase.

NEW STAiRS

County  
Impact

The original 1911 stairs. Newly replicated stairs.
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Monta Akingary nelon
Mayor of Georgetown
Elected: May 2006 • Term Expires: May 2008

ken love
Mayor of Hutto
Elected: May 2006 • Term Expires: May 2008

benito gonzales
Mayor of Taylor
Elected: June 2006 • Term Expires: June 2008

Q. How did you first get involved with politics?
A. I was recruited to run for the job of mayor in the 
spring of 2002. I had served on lots of boards for 
non-profits, but I’d never been in the political arena. I 
went through a lot of soul searching as to whether it 
was the right thing to do. 

Q. What’s the biggest issue facing Georgetown today?
A. Keeping up with the needed infrastructure 
to handle the growth that we’re seeing. That’s 
everything from roads to utilities. 

Q. What are some other big issues facing the city? 
A. None of them compare to managing the 
growth-related issues. We do spend quite a lot of 
time making sure that we do all we can to keep 
economic development at the forefront. We would 
love for our residents to have job opportunities here 
as opposed to commuting somewhere. 

Q. Why is right now the best time to live in 
Georgetown? 
A. Just go look at your alternatives. It’s a beautiful 
place with natural resources, and we’ve got an 
attitude that says we’re warm and welcoming. 

Q. What is something many people don’t know about 
the area? 
A. Most people don’t realize why our municipal 
tax rate is low. People assume it’s high, and they 
don’t realize Georgetown has made some wonderful 
decisions, including to own all its utilities, even 
electric. We have a four-legged stool. We have almost 
equal distribution of income from sales; property 
tax; our return from our investment of utilities; and 
fees for service, like developer fees, franchise fees 
and such. It lets us have the lowest area tax rate.

Q. Where would we find you on the weekends? 
A. Fishing, working in my garden or hanging with 
my dogs.

Q. How did you first get involved with politics? 
A. My older brother and a few others back in the 
’70s were very involved in trying to elect an Hispanic 
into our community for representation. I was 
involved in the community, and being that I lived in 
District 2, I was asked to run in that district. I ran and 
was elected to the city council in 1986.

Q. What is the biggest challenge facing taylor today?
A. Our challenge is the growth. We feel that it’s 
coming, since Hutto is going through it, and we feel 
that we will be getting the growth in the very near 
future. We’re in the process of getting ready for it.

Q. Why is right now the best time to live in taylor?
A. It’s always been the best place to live. We 
have good schools. We’re currently working on 
East Williamson Park, which will feature 10-12 new 
baseball fields. We’re known for our barbeque. We 
are improving our downtown, and I think that will be 
a big plus for us in the future.

Q. What is something many people don’t know about 
the area?
A. We have a lot of visitors year round, for the snake 
shows, barbeque cook-offs, rodeo and tractor pulls. 
We’ve always had many activities to pull people 
to town. 

Q. What are some big changes happening right now?
A. We’re getting a new high-pressure plant that will 
be able to supply water needs for the northwest part 
of town. We’re going to build a wastewater line that 
will serve that whole area in the future. We’ll also be 
getting the streets that have failed on us up to par. 

Q. What is something most people don’t know about 
you personally?
A. I’m a [Green Bay] Packer fan, and I love building 
things and working with my hands. 

Q. How did you first get involved with politics?
A. I think I had always been interested in politics. 
When I moved to Hutto, I saw a need for a library, so I 
started coming to the different city council meetings 
and expressed that. I found out that someone else 
was already working with the city council in regard 
to that matter. Eventually an opening came up 
in the Planning & Zoning Commission. I put in an 
application and was chosen. I also thought it was a 
way to help my community. 

Q. What is the biggest concern facing Hutto today?
A. For me it is attracting the business sector to our 
community. Right now we have a great number of 
residential homes. Our business sector is a little slow 
coming to us. It presents a challenge the city council, 
chamber, economic development corporation and 
administrative staff are ready to meet. 

Q. Why is right now the best time to live in Hutto? 
A. Because of the challenges that are before us, and 
because the community members have an important 
role in shaping how Hutto will be. Also, to keep those 
things that a lot of people move here for — our 
educational system and that hometown atmosphere 
our city still maintains and intends to keep.

Q. What do most people not know about the area? 
A. When you’re here at night, you can still look up in 
the sky and not have a lot of clutter and see the stars. 
We’re still a fresh community.

Q. What is your greatest professional accomplishment?
A. It’s twofold: being able to serve my country as a 
member of the United States Air Force for 24 years 
and being able to continue that service as the mayor 
and councilman for the city of Hutto. 

Q. do you have a favorite regional food?
A. Since I have been in Texas, I have really grown to 
love the barbeque brisket. 

Education: University of Texas, Bachelor’s degree 
in finance 
Family: Married 35 years, one daughter and 
one son
years in Georgetown: 13
Contact: 930-3651; mayor@georgetowntx.org

Education: University of La Verne, Bachelor’s degree 
in criminal justice; graduate courses in legal services
Family: Married 38 years, two sons and six 
granddaughters
years in Hutto: Six
Contact: 759-4033; ken.love@huttotx.gov

Education: Taylor High School graduate with 
training in appliance repair
Family: Married 35 years, three daughters and eight 
grandchildren
years in Taylor: Lifelong resident
Contact: 352-3676; benito.gonzales@ci.taylor.tx.us


