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Cities approve 
new budgets
By Sherelle Black

Months spent crunching numbers, evaluating citi-
zen surveys and holding budget meetings came to an 
end in September as the cities of Grapevine, Colleyville 
and Southlake approved fiscal year 2015-16 budgets.

Grapevine approved a $170.2 million budget that 
includes an appropriation of more than $6 million for 
the construction of a train station for TexRail use that 
is expected to begin construction in 2016.

Southlake’s $86.9 million budget prioritizes infra-
structure improvements and police department 
enhancements with funds budgeted for 30 body-worn 
cameras and the replacement of 26 dashboard cameras.

Colleyville’s $42.2 million budget contains funds 
allocated to transportation projects, such as SH 26 
Phase 2 and Glade Road, which begins in 2016.

See Budget | 26

Staff works to restore lake parks, roads, the Vineyards  

City of Grapevine estimates 
millions in damages from flood

Members of the community work together to clean up areas surrounding Lake Grapevine.

By Sherelle Black
After being at flood stage for more 

than 140 days because of the severe 
flooding of Lake Grapevine in May, the 
lake’s recreation areas are now on the 
road to recovery.

The aftermath of the flood left several 

city lake parks, boat ramps, roadways 
and athletic fields closed and damaged 
for months, costing the city millions.

By the beginning of October, a major-
ity of the parks, ramps, roadways and 
fields reopened; a community cleanup 

See Flood | 24
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grapevine budget

southlake budget

colleyville budget
$42.2 MILLION

$86.9 MILLION

$170.2 MILLION

CITY BUDGETS WERE 
APPROVED IN

SEPTEMBER

FISCAL YEAR 2015-16
BEGAN

OCT. 1

Although the budgets vary in 
overall expenses and revenues, 
city budgets reflect higher sales 
tax projections and a significant 
amount of revenue dedicated 
to transportation ventures and 
special projects that will enhance 
residents’ quality of life.

ONLINE-EXCLUSIVE NEWS AND FEATURES 

VISIT TODAY!
Where local lives.
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FROM THE PUBLISHER

November is election 
month, and even though 
this election may not have 
the excitement of a presi-
dential election, there is a 
very important local race 
to fill the unexpired term 
of the Grapevine City 
Council Place 1 seat.

Our Election Guide on 
Page 19 includes infor-
mation on the candidates 

running as well as a Q&A with our editor, Sherelle 
Black. You will also find additional information on 
polling locations, important dates and the seven pro-
posed state constitutional amendments.

On Nov. 3, voters will also decide if Texas should 
approve more transportation funding. Proposition 7 is 
a constitutional amendment that would provide $2.5 

billion annually to the State Highway Fund in 2018 
and 2019 if approved. Proposition 7 increases funding 
for transportation without raising taxes.  

I think most of us would agree that transportation 
in the Dallas-Fort Worth area is an issue; however, we 
can’t make change at the local or state level if we do 
not head to the polls and exercise our right to vote.

In the past three local elections in Grapevine less 
than 10 percent of registered voters went to the polls. I 
encourage every registered voter to head to the polls to 
cast your vote. Early voting starts Oct. 19.

For continued election coverage and results on Elec-
tion Day, visit our website and follow us on Twitter:  
@impactnews_gcs.  

Toni Barron
PUBLISHER - DFW METRO

tbarron@communityimpact.com
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TAKE THE POLL

LAST MONTH’S POLL RESULTS

To which fund or department would you 
like to see more money allocated to for the 
fiscal year 2016-17 budget?

  Take the poll at communityimpact.com/gcs-poll.

For what purpose do you use the 
Cotton Belt Trail System?

   30 %                Transportation

  30%                  Exercise

  20%       Recreation

   20%      I do not use it

Results from an unscientific Web survey collected 9/17/15-10/2/15

The Cotton Belt Trail System covers about 11 
miles and provides access to neighborhoods, 
businesses, schools and parks in North Richland 
Hills, Hurst, Colleyville and Grapevine. The city of 
Colleyville is working on finishing the last remaining 
gap of the trail.
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4  All About Cha opened in late 
September in Jellico Square at  
250 Randol Mill Ave., Ste. 140, 
Southlake. The café that serves teas and 
coffees along with breakfast, brunch, 
lunch and dinner. 817-562-4222.  
www.allaboutcha.net 

5  vineyard vines opened Sept. 4 in 
Southlake Town Square at 251 Grande 
Ave., Southlake. The retailer sells 
men’s, women’s and children’s clothing.  
817-442-9332. www.vineyardvines.com 

6  Scratch Catering & Fine Foods 
opened Sept. 30 at 2125 W. Southlake 
Blvd., Ste. 375, Southlake. The full-
service catering business offers 
corporate dining, takeout and features 
Judy’s Bake Shop. 817-421-6555.  
www.madescratch.com 

Coming Soon

7  Nicholas Kaufman and his wife, 
Danielle, will open Wine Fusion 
Winery on Oct. 16 at 603 S. Main St., 
Ste. 304, Grapevine. The winery will 
offer wine blending classes at which 
attendees will be able to take their wine 
home after the two-hour class ends. 
214-587-2897. www.fusionwinery.com

8  The Juice Bar, which will offer 
pressed and chef-created juices, 
smoothies and snacks, will open in 
mid-November at 1065 E. Southlake 
Blvd., Southlake. This store will be the 
fourth Dallas-Fort Worth location for 
The Juice Bar, which makes its offerings 
in-house with high-quality, nutritional 
ingredients. 214-244-3270.  
www.thejuicebardallas.com

9  Spa Habitat, an award-winning 
organic spa, will open another location 

Now Open

1  Richard Rogers, owner of The 
Texas Peddler Antique Mall, opened 
the business Oct. 1 at 201 E. Franklin 
St., Grapevine. The mall sells vintage 
china, antique furniture, home decor 
and metals as well as toys.  
817-829-2695. www.texaspeddler.com

2  RA Sushi opened in September 
at 1131 E. Southlake Blvd., Southlake. 
The restaurant features an outdoor 
patio as well as a menu of sushi, 
Japanese-inspired dishes and cocktails. 
The restaurant also has a happy hour 
menu that includes drinks, sushi and 
appetizer specials daily.  
817-601-9590. www.rasushi.com

3  Luna Grill, which serves fresh 
Mediterranean cuisine, opened Oct. 4 
at 1141 E. Southlake Blvd., Southlake. 
Menu items include wraps, salads, 
burgers, kabobs, desserts, beers and 
wines. Various menu items are made 
with natural ingredients or to meet 
vegetarian needs. 817-488-8811. 
www.lunagrill.com

IMPACTS
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late this fall at 1141 E. Southlake Blvd., 
Ste. 500, Southlake. The organic spa 
will offer personalized services inspired 
by nature, including massages, facials, 
and hand and foot treatments.  
www.spahabitat.com

10  Green Lotus Spa & Wellness will 
open in late October at 6201 Colleyville 
Blvd., Ste. 200, Colleyville. The eco-
friendly, all-organic spa offers facials, 
massages and body treatments. The 
owner has plans to install solar panels 
to generate electricity. 817-488-3763.  
www.thegreenlotusspa.com

11  Gigi’s Cupcakes will open in 
November at 1161 E. Southlake Blvd., 
Ste. 208, Southlake. This will be the 
third location in the Dallas area, and it 
will feature various flavors of cupcakes, 

cheesecakes and cookies.  
www.gigiscupcakesusa.com

Relocations

12  Sisters Leslie and Andy Lovell 
relocated Lil Shop on the Vine from 
Lewisville to 603 S. Main St., Ste. 303, 
Grapevine, on Sept. 4. The shop sells 
specialty foods, gift baskets, home 
decor and jewelry. 682-518-0296.  
www.lilshoponthevine.com

13  The Christmas Shoppe and More 
relocated in September to 2325 E. 
Southlake Blvd., Ste. 150, Southlake 
from Southlake Town Square. The 
Christian-run retail shop offers custom 
silk and fresh floral arrangements, 
holiday and home decor. 817-421-2402.  
www.joyfulchristmasshoppe.com 

All About Cha opened in September at 250 
Randol Mill Ave., Ste. 140, Southlake.
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The Juice Bar will offer pressed and chef-cre-
ated juices when it opens in mid-November.
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Lil Shop on the Vine relocated from Lewisville 
to downtown Grapevine in September.
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Grapevine store British Emporium is celebrat-
ing 23 years in business in November.
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New Ownership

14  Michael Myers is the new owner of 
Grapevine Subs & More as of August. 
The sandwich shop is located at 104 
Jenkins St., Grapevine. Myers has 
implemented extended hours, which 
started in September, as well as loyalty 
cards. 817-488-8800. 
www.grapevinesubsandmore.com

Anniversaries

15  Home Care Assistance Fort 
Worth is celebrating four years at  
5712 Colleyville Blvd., Ste. 120, 
Colleyville in October. The facility 
serves all of Tarrant County and offers 
home care assistance to seniors and 
clients who need help. 817-349-7599.  
www.homecareassistancefortworth.com

16  The Texas General Store is 
celebrating a year at 406 S. Main 
St., Grapevine. The store features 
Texas-themed gifts, food, spices and 
souvenirs. 817-756-6476.  
www.texasgeneralgrapevine.com

17  Jordan Taylor & Co., located 
at 1431 E. Southlake Blvd., Ste. 519, 
Southlake is celebrating five years on 
Nov. 1. The home decor and furniture 
store started 15 years ago in Abilene.  
817-251-6303.  
www.jordantaylorhome.com

18  British Emporium is celebrating 
23 years in business in November. 
The store, located at 140 N. Main St., 
Grapevine, sells hard to find British 
groceries, and gifts. 817-421-2311.  
www.british-emporium.com
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Ashlins

Store owner Debbie Kellum opened Ashlins in 2001 on Main Street in downtown Grapevine.

Kellum’s 14-year-old Chinese pug, Lexi, is the 
store’s mascot. Lexi has been coming with 
Kellum to the store practically since it opened.

Ashlins offers women’s clothing, Brighton 
jewelry and home decor brands, such as 
Barboglio and Eastern Accents.

The store sells an assortment of women’s 
clothing ranging in size from extra small to 
extra large.
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Ashlins
Owner makes retail shop a family affair

BUSINESS FEATURE

413 S. Main St., Grapevine  
817-442-0400
Store Hours: Sun. 11 a.m.-4 p.m., Mon. 
noon-6 p.m., Tue.-Wed. 10 a.m.-6 p.m.,  
Thu.-Sat. 10 a.m.-7 p.m
www.ashlins.com

By Abigail Allen

W alking into Ashlins pro-
vides customers a look at  
the things owner Debbie 

Kellum loves. 
She fills the boutique with clothes 

by designers like Johnny Was and 
Brighton jewelry along with gift 
items, such as Tyler Candles and 
Thymes products, and home decor 
brands, such as Barboglio and East-
ern Accents.

“What’s nice about having so 
[many] different kinds of inventory is 
you get to enjoy all of it,” Kellum said. 

Although Kellum may not have 
known she would be the owner of a 
retail shop when she was in school, 
she said she did grow up in retail. 
While Kellum was growing up, her 
mother worked in retail. After school 
she said she would visit the store 
where her mother worked.

“I’d go up there and every day, I’d 
start at one end of the jewelry counter 
and go all the way to the other end 
trying on the jewelry and just looking 
at it,” she said. 

Kellum followed in her mother’s 
footsteps, working in retail during 
high school and college. She then 
took a break from the working world 
to raise her two daughters, Lindsay 
and Ashley. Once they graduated 
from high school, however, Kellum 
said she needed a new focus. She 
opened a small store in the old gun 
shop near her current store in 2001.

“I started back there [in the old gun 
shop] and had a small square footage. 
[I] had a blend of home decor, clothes 
and jewelry—kind of like we’ve got 
now,” Kellum said. “That was kind of 

before it was popular to do that—to 
have that eclectic look in your store.” 

When it came time to name the 
store, she chose a name that came 
from her family.

“When I was trying to come up 
with a name for my store, I named it 
Ashlins after [my daughters],”  
she said.

Both of her daughters have worked 
in the store, Kellum said.

“That’s been really nice, too, to 
kind of pass on what my mother 
passed to me,” Kellum said. 

Kellum does not just include 
her daughters in the shop, but her 
14-year-old Chinese pug named Lexi.

“She’s the store mascot,” Kellum 
said. “She’s been coming with me 
almost since I opened.”

For Kellum, making sure her 
customers have a happy and helpful 
experience is essential. And she said 
she makes sure everyone she hires 
likes working with people.

“If your staff loves people, then 
they’re going to treat them really 
well and offer them great customer 
service,” Kellum said.  

The store has a steady stream of 
customers, Kellum’s assistant Lois 
Ann Perryman said, and they range 
in age predominately from 30 to 80. 
The clothing sizes the boutique offers 
range from extra small to extra large.  

Kellum said she and her staff try to 
help make sure each customer leaves 
feeling satisfied. 

“That’s kind of what we try to 
do—is make everybody [who] comes 
in, when they go out, feel special,” 
Perryman said.
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Del Frisco’s Grille
Restaurant caters to all dining occasions 

G eneral Manager Gemma 
Brady said whether diners 
come on their lunch break or 

choose Del Frisco’s Grille for a special 
night out to celebrate a birthday, 
the restaurant will make customers’ 
experience unforgettable as staff 
members will try their best to read 
the patron’s needs and help him or 
her have the best experience possible.

“The most exciting part of my 
job is that every day we get to 
create a memory for a guest — an 
experience,” she said. “And I get 
the opportunity to hire people that 
have that same desire.” 

There are several different set-
tings throughout the restaurant to 
meet customers’ needs. Brady said 
her favorite spot at the eatery is the 
table in the corner that overlooks 
Southlake Town Square and South-
lake Boulevard.

Diners can choose from a number 
of entrees. They range from items 
such as the Grille Prime Cheese-
burger ($13.50) to prime beef short 
rib stroganoff ($28) to a 12 oz. filet 
mignon ($45). 

The drink options are varied as 
well. The eatery has roughly 250 
wines available by the bottle, and 
50 of those are $50 or less. Several 
beers are also available on tap, 
including some local brews. 

“Upscale casual is really how we 
kind of promote ourselves,” Brady 
said. “If you and I were having 
dinner together, you could have a 
$40 ribeye and order a $200 bottle 
of wine if you wanted to. I could 
eat a $14 f latbread and have a local 

brew on tap. … The service will be 
the same.”

Everything the restaurant offers 
is made in-house, Brady said. The 
meat is also cut daily on-site.

“It’s all from scratch,” she said. 
“It’s a from-scratch kitchen.” 

The eatery has the freedom to 
make menu items the way custom-
ers like and even make things that 
are not listed on the menu. 

“The server will chat with the 
families,” Brady said. “We can do 
chicken tenders, we can do burgers, 
mac-n-cheese, we can do anything 
you can find on a kid’s menu.” 

Executive Chef Aaron Henschen 
said he depends on the servers to 
support his role as chef. 

“Servers are extremely import-
ant,” he said. “They’ve got to buy 
into what you serve. If they don’t 
have a good understanding of the 
food, they can’t explain it to the 
guest, they can’t give the whole—
the details of the dish.” 

Del Frisco’s Restaurant Group, 
the publicly traded parent company, 
is based out of Southlake,  
Brady said. 

 “The Southlake community—
really, Southlake, Colleyville, 
Grapevine—this entire area has 
been so good to us,” Brady said. 
“We’ve had regulars from day one 
that still join us multiple times a 
week. And sometimes … it’s some-
body with the kids just grabbing 
a quick bite on the patio upstairs. 
Sometimes it’s anniversary night. 
We get to see people in a lot of dif-
ferent moments in their life.”

DINING FEATURE

By Abigail Allen

Del Frisco’s Grille

Aaron Henschen is the executive chef at Del Frisco’s Grille in Southlake.
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1200 E. Southlake Blvd., Southlake
817-410-3777
www.delfriscosgrille.com/southlake
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 11 a.m.-11 p.m.,  
Sat. noon-11 p.m., Sun. 11 a.m.-10 p.m.

The Grille Prime Cheeseburger ($13.50) is 
served with fries or a mixed-greens salad.

The general manager of Del Frisco’s Grille in 
Southlake is Gemma Brady.

Asian Street Tacos ($10.50) are served on 
flour tortillas and feature barbecue pork.

The coconut cream pie ($10.50) comes with 
a graham cracker crust and coconut cream. 

Southlake Blvd.
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SH 121/SH 360 
The project team completed bridge 
deck pours for two bridges that are 
part of the new SH 121 on-ramp. 
NorthGate Constructors is planning 
to open the new SH 121 and SH 360 
ramps by the end of 2015, a year 
ahead of schedule. When the project is 
complete, there will be two new ramps 
connecting southbound William D. Tate 
Avenue in Grapevine to SH 121 and 
SH 360. 

Timeline: February 2015- 
January 2017
Cost: $17 million
Funding sources: TxDOT

FM 2499
Crews completed concrete paving on 
the FM 2499 main lanes from SH 121 
to Grapevine Mills Boulevard in 
Grapevine. Drainage, dirt and wall work 
continues on the new, lowered  
FM 2499 main lanes from Grapevine 
Mills to the north. Crews are also 
continuing to work on the southbound 
FM 2499 bridge over Denton Creek. 
Crews plan to set beams on this bridge 
by the end of the year.

Timeline: August 2013-January 2017
Cost: $93 million
Funding sources: TxDOT, federal 
grant funds

Project description Estimated timeline

Managed by TxDOT, the construction of the Links Trail, which runs from SH 26/
Ruth Wall to Grapevine Mills Boulevard continues with work on the walls and 
sidewalk. The 1.4-mile trail is expected to be complete by the end of 2015. 

May 2014- 
December 2015

OHL USA Inc. is continuing the expansion of SH 121 from the area south of Stars 
and Stripes Way in Grapevine to the Business SH 121 split, which includes adding 
lanes and on-ramps. The contractor is working on the service road and bridge.

March 2014-17

Reconstruction

Other transportation projects

TRANSPORTATION UPDATES
Major projects in the area Compiled by Sherelle Black
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FM 1938 Phase 2
Traffic-control measures have been placed 
at the FM 1938 and FM 1709 intersection 
in Southlake to allow the contractor to 
begin work to widen this area. Installation 
of underground storm drainage is 
continuing. The reconstruction of Johnson 
Road has also started. The project is 
widening the roadway in each direction.  

Timeline: April 2015-2017
Cost: $20.6 million
Funding sources: Texas Department of 
Transportation; U.S. Department of 
Transportation; Federal Highway 
Administration; Tarrant County; the 
cities of Southlake, Trophy Club, Keller, 
Westlake; North Central Texas Council of 
Governments 
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additional 
height of 
the ceilings that we want to do.”

For more information on 
Parkview, call 817-345-6578, or visit 
www.ownsouthlake.com.

By Sherelle Black and Krista Wadsworth
Southlake City Council on  

Sept. 15 declined to give Southlake 
Town Square’s first condominium 
project, The Parkview Residences, 
an extension of a specific-use permit 
issued in November 2013.

Parkview is a planned development 
of 36 two- ,three- and four-bedroom 
condominiums.

A representative from the Marquis 
Group, developers of the project, said 
the condos will average 2,100 square 
feet and sell for an average of $1 mil-
lion each.

Parkview developers went before 
the council to ask for the permit 
expiration date to be extended from 
Nov. 19 to March 31, 2016. Developers 
were also asking for the permit to be 
adjusted to increase the maximum 
building height from 52 feet to  
59 feet to allow for an increase in 
ceiling height of the building’s lobby 

as well as residential units.
City Council denied the per-

mit changes by a 4-2 vote, with sev-
eral council members saying they did 
not care for the high-density product 
or its location.

Council Member Randy William-
son, who supported the project along 
with Council Member Brandon Bled-
soe, pointed out the council’s task at 
the meeting was not to approve or dis-
approve of the project, but to vote on 
whether the permit could be extended 
and the ceiling height increased.

The original permit requires devel-
opers sell 50 percent of the residences 
prior to breaking ground, which must 
happen before the permit expires. The 
developer told council members they 
began selling the condos in June, and 
35 percent of the condos are sold.

Frank Bliss, president of Cooper & 
Stebbins, the developer of Southlake 
Town Square, said he has already 

Southlake City Council denies 
extension of permit for Town 
Square condominium project

By Sherelle Black
During the next year Colleyville 

residents will see a number of new 
businesses and residential properties 
emerge in The Village, an area that 
contains shopping and dining as well 
as the city’s library and City Hall.

As The Village, located off Col-
leyville Boulevard, continues to 
move closer to build-out, Colleyville 

The Village in Colleyville attracts new office, retail and residential properties
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refiled 
the appli-
cation, and 
it will come 
before the coun-
cil again in October.

He said if approved the new permit 
would extend the expiration date to 
April 30.

“I’m sure we will probably be  
50 percent sold by Nov. 19 —that’s not a 
concern,” Bliss said. “We need the addi-
tional time to finish design plans for the 

THE PARKVIEW RESIDENCES
The condominium project will feature upscale 

finishes, gourmet chef kitchens, custom 
upgrades and an array of amenities. Residents 

will have access to a rooftop deck complete with 
barbecue pits, lounge seating, a communal fire 

pit and plunge pools as well as a 24-hour fitness 
facility, yoga studio and commercial-grade 
demonstration kitchen 

for entertaining. 

Economic Development Director 
Marty Wieder said the original vision 
of The Village is coming to fruition.

“We are seeing what we hoped 
would take place,” he said. “We have 
residents that are coming in and 
becoming developers in The Village 
and investing in their community 
with owner-occupied, user-driven 
buildings.”

Mike and Mickala Sisk, along with 
Lesli Holt, are bringing a 
new concept to The Village 
with the soon-to-open Vil-
lage Lane Apothecary at 60 
Village Lane. The full-ser-
vice pharmacy will contain 
a soda fountain, candy bar, 
coffees and specialty ice 

creams. The  business will employ six 
to eight people.

Colleyville residents Dustin Stiefel 
and Vince Hawkins, founding part-
ners of Steward Financial Group, and 
Steve Early, owner of Early Law Firm, 
are constructing an office building at 
26 Village Lane that will house both 
of their businesses. There will also 
be an additional 2,000 square feet 
available for lease.

Helmut Landwehr is in the pro-
cess of building eight additional 
single-family homes on Village Lane 
at CV Villas. The homes will all be 
detached residences with a European 
appearance. Landwehr said the new 
residences will be 2,500-2,700 square 
feet and in the $475,000-$500,000 

price range. They are scheduled to be 
complete by the spring.

At 37 Village Lane, Dr. Cameron 
Hamidi and his brother Moe Hamidi 
are building a three-story building 
that will be the new home of dentaleaf, 
which they own, as well as a specialty 
coffee shop and three residences on 
the top floors.

Colleyville resident John Fegan is 
constructing Village Creek, a new 
office/restaurant project between The 
Village and First Baptist Church on 
Pleasant Run Road. Fegan said the 
two-story project will be the city’s first 
Class AA office building.

Long-time residential Realtor and 
Colleyville resident Sophie Tel Diaz 
is constructing a small office/residen-
tial building at 28 Village Lane near 
Ruggeri’s. The building will become 
Sophie Tel Diaz Real Estate headquar-
ters and also include a single residen-
tial home on the top floor.

“The Village has experienced a sig-
nificant increase in activity in the past 
12 months,” she said. “We are looking 
forward to moving into our new office 
and feel it is the right investment for 
our office.”

Several Colleyville residents are building new 
office, retail and residential properties in The 
Village, which is near Colleyville Boulevard.

THE VILLAGE
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Police to host annual open house
Grapevine officers provide insight on Public Safety Building 

PUBLIC SAFETY

By Adrian Gandara
The Grapevine Police Department 

will host an open house Oct. 17 from 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 307 W. Dallas 
Road, Grapevine.

The annual event will feature dis-
plays, facility tours, free food as well 
as provide insight on the new Public 
Safety Building, which is expected to 
be complete by spring 2017.

When it is finished the building 
will bring the police and fire depart-
ment administrations into a single 
location—they are currently situated 
about 1.5 miles from one another. The 
municipal court and the logistics and 
information technology department 
will all also be housed in the multi-
level facility.

Mona Burk, who oversees market-
ing and communications at the city 
manager’s office, said the new build-
ing will be much different from the 
current facility.

“Have you ever seen [the old 
building]? It’s worlds apart from what 
they’re going to be moving into,”  

Burk said.
The current police and court build-

ing originally served as commercial 
office space before being purchased by 
the city in the 1970s.

A study ordered by City Council 
in 2011 found several deficiencies in 
the current building, as reported in a 
previous article by Community Impact 
Newspaper. Issues cited included a 
lack of handicap accessibility, limited 
room for storage and other problems 
pertaining to space.

Burk said the new center will better 
fit the needs of Grapevine’s current 
population of 50,000 people. When 
the fire department’s administration 
building opened 24 years ago, the 
population stood closer to 29,000.

Additional upgrades to technology 
will help first responders as they serve 
local residents.

“Everything will be state-of-the-
art,” Burk said.

The facility is being built on a 
vacant stretch of land on Ira E. Woods 
Avenue between Target and Grapevine 

Medical Park. 
Work is still in 
early stages, with 
ground being 
overturned and 
a crane standing 
over the area in 
October.

Grapevine 
voters approved 
the Public Safety 
Building as part of a $68 million bond 
package in November 2012. 
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GRAPEVINE PUBLIC SAFETY BUILDING

Under construction

1978: police 
department moves into 
former office space 
on Dallas Road; the 
population of Grapevine 
is 10,000

1991: fire department 
moves into new facility 
on Boyd Street; the 
population is 29,202

2012: voters approve 
new Public Safety 
Building in a $68 million 
bond package that 
includes construction of 
The REC

2011: safety needs 
assessment finds various 
functional deficiencies in 
the police building

JUNE 2015: crews 
break ground on Public 
Safety Building at 1007 
Ira E. Woods Ave; 
estimated population is 
50,000

SPRING 2017:  
expected completion 
date for state-of-the-art 
facility housing police 
and fire departments 

T I M E L I N E

104, 000 
square feet in total

$38.6 million
cost approved by voters

37 years
since the police facility opened

Source: city of Grapevine/Community 
Impact Newspaper
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For instant coverage of these 
meetings, follow us on Twitter: 
@impactnews_gcs

Colleyville City Council
Meets first and third Tuesdays  
at 7:30 p.m.
100 Main St., Colleyville
817-503-1000. www.colleyville.com
Meetings are live on city cable  
channel 16.

Grapevine City Council
Meets first and third Tuesdays  
at 7:30 p.m.
200 S. Main St., Grapevine
817-410-3000. www.grapevinetexas.gov
Meetings are streamed live online. 

Southlake City Council 
Meets first and third Tuesdays  
at 5:30 p.m.
1400 Main St., Southlake 
817-748-8015.  
www.cityofsouthlake.com
The work session starts at 5:30 p.m. 
and is followed immediately by the 
regular session.

Grapevine-Colleyville ISD 
Meets fourth Monday at 7 p.m. 
3051 Ira E. Woods Ave., Grapevine 
817-251-5200. www.gcisd-k12.org

Carroll ISD 
Meets first and third Mondays  
at 5:30 p.m. 
2400 N. Carroll Ave., Southlake 
817-949-8222.  
www.southlakecarroll.edu

Meetings

CITY & SCHOOL
News from Grapevine-Colleyville ISD,  Carroll ISD and DFW Airport Compiled by Sherelle Black

DFW International Airport launches new brand

Carroll ISD board of trustees approves 
rezoning process timeline, parameters

Cannon Elementary 
begins work on 
REAL School Garden

Dallas/Fort Worth International 
Airport unveiled its new brand and 
tagline, “Travel. Transformed.” on 
Oct. 1 at its headquarters.

Along with the new brand, orange 
was selected as the primary color of 
the new DFW Airport logo, replac-
ing the blue color that was used 
throughout the airport.

Sean Donohue, CEO of DFW Air-
port, said the new brand replaces the 
current brand that was introduced 
14 years ago.

“DFW is a very different airport 

CARROLL ISD  The board of trust-
ees approved rezoning parameters and 
a timeline at its Sept. 28 meeting.

Trustees said new growth and 
housing developments in the north 
zones of CISD now require the board 
and administration to consider new 
attendance zones to relieve over 

GRAPEVINE-COLLEYVILLE 
ISD  Cannon Elementary, a Grape-
vine-Colleyville ISD STEM school, 
was selected as a recipient of a REAL 
School Garden for the 2015-16 
school year.

On Sept. 25, students, teachers, 
parents, volunteers and GCISD staff 
officially began work on the interac-
tive learning garden at the campus.

The garden is intended to enhance 
learning in science, math, language 
arts and other core subjects. 

The garden is sponsored by Mer-
cedes-Benz Financial Services.

crowding at Walnut Grove Elementary 
and Johnson Elementary schools. 

The overcrowding at these two cam-
puses coincides with a lower enroll-
ment in the Old Union Elementary 
School zone. 

Any changes to the elementary 
zones could have an impact on the 

feeder system to date.
The board will also look at feed-

ing Carroll Elementary School into 
one intermediate school. Its students 
are currently split between Eubanks 
Intermediate School and Durham 
Intermediate School.

On Oct. 19 administration will 
present preliminary rezoning options 
to the board with a public meeting 
following in November. The final vote 
on rezoning will occur Dec. 14.

than it was 14 years ago,” Donohue 
said. “We recognized that our brand 
needed to evolve and match the 
responsibility we have as a global 
hub that drives global business and 
contributes $32 billion annually to 
the local economy.”

The new DFW brand will be rolled 
out over the next three years, start-
ing with employee attire, Skylink 
trains, ground transportation vehi-
cles, signage and digital media.

Customers will also see a rede-
signed look on DFW’s social media. 

Volunteers work on the REAL School Garden.

Dallas/Fort Worth International Airport unveiled its new brand and tagline Oct. 1.
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REZONING PROCESS TIMELINE

October: meet with demographer 
and present rezoning options

November: conduct public 
meeting to collect feedback

Dec. 7: special meeting held for 
public input/feedback

Dec. 14: final vote by school 
board
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Voters to help 
shape state law

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT ELECTION BALLOT LANGUAGE

 Proposition 2 (HJR 75): “The 
constitutional amendment authorizing the 
legislature to provide for an exemption from 
ad valorem taxation of all or part of the 
market value of the residence homestead 
of the surviving spouse of a 100 percent 
or totally disabled veteran who died before 
the law authorizing a residence homestead 
exemption for such a veteran took effect.”

 Proposition 3 (SJR 52): “The 
constitutional amendment repealing the 
requirement that state officers elected by 
voters statewide reside in the state capital.”

 Proposition 4 (HJR 73): “The 
constitutional amendment authorizing the 
legislature to permit professional sports 
team charitable foundations to conduct 
charitable raffles.”

 Proposition 5 (SJR 17): “The 
constitutional amendment to authorize 
counties with a population of 7,500 or less 
to perform private road construction and 
maintenance.”

 Proposition 6 (SJR 22): “The 
constitutional amendment recognizing the 
right of the people to hunt, fish, and harvest 
wildlife subject to laws that promote wildlife 
conservation.”

 Proposition 7 (SJR 5): “The 
constitutional amendment dedicating 
certain sales and use tax revenue and 
motor vehicle sales, use, and rental tax 
revenue to the state highway fund to 
provide funding for nontolled roads and  
the reduction of certain transportation-
related debt.”

 Proposition 1 (SJR 1): “The 
constitutional amendment increasing 
the amount of the residence homestead 
exemption from ad valorem taxation for 
public school purposes from $15,000 to 
$25,000, providing for a reduction of the 
limitation on the total amount of ad valorem 
taxes that may be imposed for those 
purposes on the homestead of an elderly 
or disabled person to reflect the increased 
exemption amount, authorizing the 
legislature to prohibit a political subdivision 
that has adopted an optional residence 
homestead exemption from ad valorem 
taxation from reducing the amount of or 
repealing the exemption, and prohibiting the 
enactment of a law that imposes a transfer 
tax on a transaction that conveys fee simple 
title to real property.”
 

By Caitlin Perrone
When voters head to the polls Nov. 3, 

they will decide whether to amend the 
Texas Constitution to shift millions of 
dollars in funds to Texas roads, grant 
certain elected officials the ability to live 
outside of the state capital and increase 
the amount certain homeowners can 
save on property taxes. 

The seven proposed constitutional 
amendments were crafted through joint 
resolutions by the House and Senate 
during the previous legislative session.

IMPORTANT DATES

ELECTION DAY: NOV. 3, 2015

First day of early voting: Oct. 19
Last day to apply for ballot by mail (received, not postmarked): Oct. 23
Last day of early voting: Oct. 30

DESIGN BY SHAWN EPPS

COMPLETE COVERAGE AT COMMUNITYIMPACT.COM/VOTE

2015
ELECTION GUIDE

Find an extended version of this story at 
communityimpact.com/vote.

Source: Texas Secretary of State/Community Impact Newspaper

GRAPEVINE CITY COUNCIL PLACE 1 CANDIDATE QUESTION & ANSWER

Age: 53

Occupation: project manager

Length of Grapevine 
residency: five years and 
one month

MARC BLUM
Age: 54

Occupation: construction 
manager

Length of Grapevine 
residency:  19 years and five 
months

LEE DERR
Age: 37

Occupation: owner of 
Eight90 Designs

Length of Grapevine 
residency:  nine years

CHRISTIAN ROSS
Age: 46

Occupation: owner of Panda 
Embroidery

Length of Grapevine 
residency:  19 years

PAUL SLECHTA

I believe it’s my civic duty to help the city and 
give back to the community. My skill set is in 
management and negotiation, and because of that 
I think the City Council is the best position for me 
to serve. I also believe my skill set will help with 
responsible spending by reviewing bids awarded to 
contractors for municipal projects.

I want to work for better maintenance of our 
infrastructures, particularly the damaged parks. 
I want to avoid us having to build new structures, 
like the Public Safety Building, due to lack of 
maintenance. I also want to help keep business 
in Grapevine and promote and attract new and 
additional businesses. Additionally I would like 
to lower the amount residents pay every year in 
property taxes.

When our family moved to Grapevine in 1996, I 
immediately looked for ways I could contribute 
to Grapevine. I started my service on the Historic 
Preservation Commission in January of 1998, 
and became the vice chairman in 2002. In my 29 
years as a construction manager, I have managed 
projects up to $88 million and would like to help 
our council spend the money that is available 
on what will best improve the quality of life in 
Grapevine.

My future vision for the city would include smoke-
free restaurants and bars, reducing drive times 
with roundabouts and speed humps, increasing 
the amount of safe bike paths and encouraging 
tenants to come downtown, [which] will promote 
more walking traffic for those who live there (i.e. 
drug stores, food stores). In the next few weeks I’ll 
be visiting with as many Grapevine residents as 
possible to see what is important to them.

Because I have a family with young children, and 
I see a need for similar families to have a voice 
for their future. Our residents heavily utilize city 
amenities (parks & rec, library, etc.), and we must 
maintain and allocate resources for them. I want 
families to choose Grapevine and enjoy what the 
city has to offer as well as pour themselves back 
into our community.

As a Grapevine small-business owner, I know we 
need to proactively continue to pursue and attract 
big and small businesses. My background has 
given me insight to understand the need for quality 
budgeting, transparency with employees and 
clients, and the need for accountability. I pledge to 
be a leader who provides transparency in all that I 
do, be accountable in my duties and decisions and 
accessible to all looking for civil discussion.

I have prepared myself for this next level of service 
to the community. Over the last several years I 
have served on various boards and committees 
within the city, chamber of commerce and in 
local service organizations. I have a business in 
Grapevine, and I am currently the chairman of the 
Grapevine Chamber of Commerce. I care about the 
future of Grapevine, and I am excited to be a part 
of that continued success. 

Have a clear understanding of the budget  so 
that I can provide input to keep Grapevine fiscally 
responsible and responsive to the citizens’ needs. 
Also understanding what the city’s leadership 
goals are for the future of Grapevine. Lastly, reach 
out to each department and board/commission to 
understand how they function, what their needs 
are, and what I can do to help make them even 
more efficient and successful.

Why are you running?

What are some of your goals if elected?
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games, fall decorations and fellowship. Attendees are 
asked to bring a store bought/baked goods to participate 
in the cake walk as well as a bag of candy to pass out 
to preschool students from Rockenbaugh Elementary 
School. 11 a.m.-2 p.m. $4. Southlake Senior Activity 
Center, 307 Parkwood Drive, Southlake. 817-748-8315.  
www.southlakeseniorcenter.com

November

07 ‘Back to the Future’ Party
It’s back to the 1980s for a party that celebrates 

Marty McFly’s landing in 2015. Partygoers can decorate 
their own “hover board” and compete to see who knows 
what the ’80s were really like. Retrowear is encouraged. 
1 p.m. Free. Colleyville Public Library, 110 Main St., 
Colleyville. 817-503-1154. www.colleyville.com

07 Grapevine Veterans Day Parade
The parade honors active-duty service 

members, veterans and their families. The event 
includes floats, marching bands, and military and 
antique vehicles. 10 a.m.-noon. Free. Historic downtown 
Grapevine on Main Street between Wall and Hudgins 
Streets. 817-312-1424. www.grapevinetexasusa.com

12 Holiday Hoedown
The evening of entertainment, food, dancing, 

auctions and raffles is held to raise funds for the 
Grapevine Chamber of Commerce Woman’s Division’s 
community-based programs such as the school supply 
drive and Christmas Spirit. 6-10 p.m. $60. Austin Ranch 
at Hilton DFW Lakes, 2009 Anderson Gibson Road, 
Grapevine. 817-300-8351.  
www.grapevinechamber-womensdiv.com

Taste of Northeast
The annual charity event benefits Arts 
Council Northeast and its community 

arts programs. The event features 25 area 
restaurants, which allows guests the opportunity to 
sample a variety of food and drinks. There are also 
gift vendors, live entertainment, a wine pull and a 
silent auction. Parking is free. 5:30-8:30 p.m. $25 
(in advance), $30 (at the door). Hurst Conference 
Center, 1601 Campus Drive, Hurst. 817-283-3406. 
www.tasteofnortheast.com

Tap-In Pub and Grill
20 S. Main St., Ste. 50, Grapevine
817-329-3117 • www.thetapin.com
Rock ‘n’ Roll Bingo on Tuesday nights, trivia and  
karaoke on Wednesday nights
October
16   Panther City Ramblers, 8:30 p.m.
17   Kwake, 8:30 p.m.
19   Open Jam Night, 7:30 p.m.
22   Darron Williams, 7:30 p.m
23   Jake Glenn Tribe, 8:30 p.m.
24   King Louie, 8:30 p.m.
26   Open Jam Night, 7:30 p.m.
29   Ryan Wilcox, 7:30 p.m. 
30   Under the Covers, 8:30 p.m.
31   Dixie Rex, 8:30 p.m

Tolbert’s Restaurant & Chili Parlor
423 S. Main St., Grapevine
817-421-4888 • www.tolbertsrestaurant.com
October
18   Wayne Matthews, 8:15 p.m.
19   Steve Locke & Jerry Don Branch, 8:15 p.m.

October

16 North Texas Regional Job Fair
The Grapevine Chamber of Commerce hosts a 

job fair that is open to all industries. 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Free. 
Hilton DFW Lakes Executive Conference Center, Texas 
Grande Room, 1800 SH 26 E., Grapevine. 817-481-1522. 
www.grapevinechamber.org

17 Sunset Concert Series
The Grapevine Parks and Recreation team hosts 

the last of three performances in its Sunset Concert 
Series. Light refreshments are available for purchase, 
and attendees are encouraged to bring a blanket or lawn 
chair. 7-9 p.m. Free. Grapevine Botanical Gardens at 
Heritage Park, 411 Ball St., Grapevine. 817-410-3350.  
www.grapevinetexasusa.com

24  Breast Cancer Awareness event
Expressions Home Gallery hosts an event 

offering complimentary food, giveaways, product 
demonstrations and cupcake decorating. A $1 per 
cupcake will be donated to the Susan G. Koman 
Foundation. 11 a.m.-1 p.m. Free. Expressions Home 
Gallery, 325 Commerce St., Ste. 100, Southlake.  
682-651-4000. www.expressionshomegallery.com

24 Monster Mash
The fourth annual Halloween-themed party 

includes candy, dancing, games, desserts and other 
surprises. Preregistration is required online. 4-7 p.m. 
Free (children age 2 and younger), $10 (children age 3 
and older and adults). Southlake Town Hall,  
1400 Main St., Southlake. 817-748-8019.  
www.southlakeparksandrec.com

30 6th Annual Harvest Festival
The Southlake Senior Center’s annual event 

includes a Halloween costume contest, food, drinks, 

CALENDAR
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Find more or submit Grapevine, Colleyville or 
Southlake events at communityimpact.com/ 
gcs-calendar.

To have Grapevine, Colleyville or Southlake 
events considered for the print edition, they must 
be submitted online by the fourth Friday of the 
month.
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1  Teams of two stomped 18 pounds of grapes for two 
minutes throughout the weekend at GrapeStomp. Festival-goers 
gathered around the competition stage and cheered on the 
competitors. 

2  Winners of the GrapeStomp daily competitions competed in 
the Grand Champion Stomp-Off on Sept. 20. Defending cham-
pions Lam Nguyen and Jorge Bermeo, both of Dallas, received 
the Purple Foot Award for the second time. The team stomped a 
total of 35 ounces in the Grand Champion Stomp Off.

3  Carnival rides provided entertainment for adults and 
children.

4  Along with wine there were a variety of craft brew and draft 
beer booths throughout the festival.

5  The festival featured events and activities for children, 
including a petting zoo, a SEA LIFE Grapevine Aquarium touch 
pool and LEGOLAND Discovery Center games.

6  Le Freak performed Sept. 17 on the DFW Audi Main Stage. 
A total of 36 artists performed at the festival.

7  Festival guests participating in the People’s Choice Wine 
Tasting Classic, the largest consumer-judged wine competition 
in the nation, had the opportunity to sample 162 Texas wines 
from 43 Texas wineries. After sampling the wines, guests then 
voted on their favorites in 10 categories.

54

76

Deemed the “Largest Wine Festival in the Southwest,” GrapeFest features 
a large variety of Texas wines, live entertainment and family-friendly enter-
tainment over the course of four days. Some of the most popular events at 

this year’s festival, which was held Sept. 17-20, included the People’s Choice 
Wine Tasting Classic, GrapeStomp, Kids Worlds and three stages of live music.

43

S

2

S T A T

0 1 5

148
total vendors

2229th annual29th annual

1 2 3

Texas 
wineries

162
Texas wines 
served

People’s Choice 
Wine Tasting 

Classic
featured  

estimated 
attendance

The winning cork of this year’s 
Champagne Cork Shoot Off was shot 

87 feet

Kroger donated  

8,500 lbs. of grapes 

for the GrapeStomp Competition

 GrapeStomp grand champions  

stomped 35 ounces of juice  
to take home the coveted Purple Foot Award

 2,600 volunteers

 over 17,000 hours worked

263,832

By the 
numbers

People’s Choice 
Wine Tasting 

Classic

Compiled by  
Sherelle Black
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Southlake Miracle League
Organization gives disabled a chance to play baseball

NONPROFIT

O n Sept. 26 approximately 150 children and 
young adults with disabilities made history 
as they stepped onto the Texas Rangers 

Miracle League Field and became the first players to 
play in the newly created Southlake Miracle League. 

The first Miracle League was created in Georgia 
in April 2000. Since then the league has provided 
those with disabilities the chance to play baseball 
throughout the country.

The president of Southlake Miracle League, Phil-
lip Meyer, said although the league just began its 
first season, it has been in the works for years.

“This started about five years ago,” he said. “I con-
tacted Mike Mills, a fellow Southlake resident who 
was then coaching in the Arlington Miracle League, 
and I was a buddy down in Arlington. So we applied 
for our membership, and then we started approach-
ing cities and looking for land to build [the Miracle 
League field]. And when we approached [Southlake] 
we happened to approach them at the same time 
they were getting ready to do an $11 million redo on 
Bicentennial Park Phase 2.”

The Miracle League and city of Southlake joined 
together to build the Miracle League field in 
Southlake and have entered into a naming rights 

and sponsorship agreement with the Texas Rangers 
Foundation. The foundation has donated $100,000 
toward the construction of the Miracle League Field. 

Meyer said the league is like no other in that it 
allows every player to play in each game. 

“I think the unique thing about us is that every 
kid gets a chance to play regardless of needs or 
ability,” he said. “It’s treated like a regular baseball 
game—we’ve got the national anthem, the pledge of 
allegiance at the beginning of the game, and after 
the game they shake their opponents’ hands.”

At no cost to the players or parents the league 
provides a uniform and equipment to each player.

“We just want to make sure that the kids, the vol-
unteers and the parents have the best time they can 
possibly have,” Meyer said. “We don’t want them to 
worry about expenditures.”

Meyer said another unique aspect of the league 
is the “buddy,” which is one of the most important 
elements of the Miracle League as they are with the 
players every step of the way, including in the game. 
Buddies can be parents, students, schoolmates, ath-
letes or business leaders.

Meyer said the Miracle League is always looking 
for more volunteers and sponsors. Those interested 

can register on the website.
“It’s good for the kids,” he said. “It’s probably the 

most positive hour the kids will have—even for the 
buddies, the coaches and the announcers. It’s just 
one of the most positive experiences you’ll have.”

Southlake dignitaries and former Texas Rangers players attend-
ed the season opening of the Southlake Miracle League.

There are approximately 150 children and young adults with 
disabilities who are registered for the fall season. 
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May 9 
May 11 

May 31 
June 17

June 20
July 5

Aug. 12 Aug. 14May 1

Flood
Continued from | 1

Lake level is 
563 ft.

Lake 
Grapevine’s  
level is  
533.25 ft.

Lake reaches 
conservation  
level of  
535.93 ft.

Katie’s Woods 
high-water 
boat ramp 
is only ramp 
open

Spillway 
activated, 
lake level is 
561.29 ft.

Tropical Storm Bill causes heavy 
rainfall, lake level is 560.58 ft.

Mayor William D. Tate signs 
Declaration of Disaster and 
Evacuation Order

Oak Grove 
Loop and 
Boat House 
Drive 
reopened

Spillway 
deactivated, 
lake level is 
559.92 ft.

The road 
to recovery

Buildings and 
equipment 

Emergency 
response

Oak Grove Park soccer fields

that attracted hundreds was held, and 
more figures pertaining to the actual 
cost of damage have been assessed. 

Ongoing cleanup efforts
Grapevine Parks and Recreation 

Director Kevin Mitchell said all of the 
trails and boat ramps, except Lakeview 
Park’s ramp, are open as are a majority 
of the lake parks.

“As far as what needs to be done there 
is still a lot left,” he said. “Although the 
restrooms are open there are still some 
cosmetic things that need to happen in 
the bathrooms, such as painting, the 
fixtures and different things that need 
a little bit of detail work—that has not 
happened pretty much in any facility, 
and that will happen over the course of 
the winter as scheduling allows.” 

Repairs to the lake parks and The 
Vineyards Campground are estimated 
at more than $1.5 million. 

“The Vineyards was hit pretty hard,” 

Mitchell said. “There was a lot of dam-
age there. A lot of electrical work needs 
to be done—pretty much the electri-
cal everywhere took a pretty good hit, 
whether it’s sports fields lighting or at 
The Vineyards. Utilities probably took 
the hardest hit, whether it’s electri-
cal, water or sewer, and all that’s being 
worked on as we speak.”

Other costs pertaining to recreation 
include the replacement of the play-
ground structures at Meadowmere 
Park and The Vineyards.

Elizabeth Dimmick, the city’s emer-
gency management coordinator, said 
in order to receive money from Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agency 
the city has 18 months, as of May 4, to  
complete all of its cleanup and resto-
ration projects.

Dimmick said it was not until Sep-
tember that most of the water receded. 

“Until [then] there was nothing 
we could do, so we’ve gotten months 
shaved off of our timeline. So we are 
hoping we can get extensions on some 
of this because it’s not like a tornado 

where it’s 15 minutes on the ground, 
and you’re in cleanup mode.”

She said the city is expected to be in 
recovery mode until at least the end of 
the year.

Revenue loss and repair costs
Because of the closure of The  

Vineyards and all adult athletic leagues 
in the summer, the city budgeted more 
than $500,000 less in revenue for 
the lake parks fund for the fiscal year 
2015-16 budget versus the previous 
year. Additionally, Grapevine Chief 
Financial Officer Greg Jordan said the 
city budgeted for the lake park fund’s 
expenditures to exceed revenue.

“I’m optimistic that it will break 
even by the end of the fiscal year,”  
Jordan said. 

City officials are in the process of 
working with FEMA to access and doc-
ument damage in order to receive finan-
cial assistance. Although they are not 
done with the process,  Dimmick, said 
the  damages are estimated at $4 million- 
$5 million.

Grapevine’s total revenue losses to flood 
damage will not be the sum of these costs 
because of several factors: 1) The city will 
receive a 75 percent FEMA reimbursement 
for eligible costs; 2) the city is anticipating 

$1M

$300K

BEFORE AFTER

Recreational 
facility 
restoration

$1.25M
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Adding the damages up

Source: city of 
Grapevine/ 

Community Impact 
Newspaper

Conservation level is 535 ft.
Tops spillway at 560 ft.
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Aug. 14
Aug. 26

Sept. 10 Sept. 11 Oct. 6 Nov. 20

Source: city of 
Grapevine/ 
Community  
Impact Newspaper

The Vineyards 
Campground 
is expected to 
open

Meadowmere 
Lane is 
reopened

Dove Road 
reopened; 
all 27 holes 
at Grapevine 
Golf Course 
are open

Dove Loop boat 
ramp, Meadowmere 
boat ramp and 
Katie’s Woods high-
water boat ramps 
reopened

Lake level is 
534.88 ft.

Lake level is 
543.66 ft.

Debris 
management 
and cleanup

Roads and 
bridges on 
and off parks 
property

Utilities

The Vineyards Campgrounds

However, she said FEMA and the 
city’s insurance will help pay for a good 
portion of the cost.

“If [the damage] is an eligible cost, 
which would mean it is directly related 
to the flood and not because of negli-
gence or not maintaining something 
on our part and it is uninsured, then 
FEMA will cover 75 percent of the 
cost,” she said. 

Although the city is responsible for 
the remaining 25 percent of the cost in 
such instances, it can receive credit from 
FEMA toward that amount through 
volunteer hours and donations.

Although the city is receiving help 
from FEMA, small businesses such 
as Jennifer Patterson’s Adventure Day 
Camp, which uses Lake Grapevine for 
activities such as kayaking and swim-
ming, will not be reimbursed.

“Because of the flooding we had to 
purchase a pool so that our camp could 
continue,” she said. “Not only did we 
have to cover the initial expense of the 
pool itself but all of the chemicals we 
had to use on a daily basis. We would 

$150K

$100K

$50K

normally be able to utilize the layout of 
the land, and we didn’t have that.”

Dimmick said although the damage 
is done, there is a silver lining in that 
some infrastructure will be built better 
and stronger.

“With any disaster things change, 
and it won’t go back to the same,” she 
said. “I think it’s important to recog-
nize and accept the change as a govern-
ment, as a community and as a visitor,” 
she said. 

Wet winter predicted
With meteorologists predicting an 

above-normal amount of rainfall for 
the winter, some residents are won-
dering if all the work done thus far will  
be counteracted.

Mark Wiley, emergency response 
meteorologist for the National 
Weather Service, said North Texas will 
be receiving more rain than usual this 
winter because of El Nino, which is a 
periodic warming of the Pacific Ocean 
that causes northern U.S. to have 
warmer temperatures and the southern 

BEFORE AFTER

Find related stories at communityimpact.com. 
Keyword Search

Lake Grapevine, flooding

states to be wetter in the winter. 
“We are looking at a strong El Nino 

that will continue to strengthen as we 
go through the fall and into the winter,” 
he said. “This means we are looking at 
an above-normal rainfall. How much 
exactly? It’s difficult to say. However, it’s 
been so dry lately that we really do need 
the rainfall here. It’s kind of crazy we 
had a record [amount] of rainfall this 
summer, and now it’s dry.” 

Dimmick said she predicts that the 
rainfall will not cause serious problems.

“There will be issues and concerns 
if we get 5 or 10 feet of water, but we 
will not be in the same situation that we 
were in this summer,” she said. “I don’t 
know if there would be any more dam-
age because it’s damaged already. And 
I don’t know if we will have a lot of it 
repaired between now and the winter-
time. The damage is pretty much done.”

Adding the damages up
$2 million from insurance; and 3) some of 
the cost is part of the base budget, such as 
staff costs. This is an estimated amount as 
of Oct. 1.

“B
ef

o
re

” 
p

ho
to

s 
co

ur
te

sy
 c

it
y 

o
f G

ra
p

ev
in

e

“A
ft

er
” 

p
ho

to
s 

b
y 

S
he

re
lle

 B
la

ck
/ 

C
o

m
m

un
it

y 
Im

p
ac

t 
N

ew
sp

ap
er

Ap
pr

ox
im

at
el

y 
$3

.8
5M

25



Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com26

City sales taxes
Grapevine collects  

2 cents of sales tax.

1¢  
goes to the  

general fund$0.5 
funds the Crime 

Control & Prevention 
District

$0.375 
goes to the T for 

commuter rail

$0.125 
funds economic development

Grapevine budget
Still on the rebound from the flooding 

of Lake Grapevine in May, Chief Financial 
Officer Greg Jordan said a larger emphasis 
was placed on the budget’s Lake Park Fund 
and Golf Course Fund than in previous 
years.

“I think one of the biggest differences  
is the strengthening of the lake parks and 
the golf course [funds],” he said. “We made 
some structural changes to both of those 
funds so that we could establish a healthier 
reserve balance to protect us from future 
flooding events and different types of  
incidents.”

The budget projects $435,150 will be put 
into the golf course fund reserves.

Additionally city staff suggests a pro-
posed rate increase in fees of approximately 
8 percent for the golf course that is forecast 
to generate an additional $343,264. The 
proposed rate increase is expected to come 
before City Council later this year. 

Grapevine continued to expand its ame-
nities and retail offerings during FY 2014-
15 resulting in more sales tax revenue, 
which is the city’s largest source of revenue.

Because of the growth, money allocated 
to the Crime Control Prevention District 
Fund from the general fund is no longer 
needed, and the CCPD fund can now be 
sustained with the  half-cent sales tax.

“CCPD was created in 2007, and since 
2009 there’s been a general fund subsidy 
because the half cent wasn’t enough to pay 
for all the police activities that were in the 
CCPD,” Jordan said. “The general fund in 
FY 2014-15 contributed $700,000 to the 
CCPD, but because of the sales tax growth 
the general fund won’t have to make that 
contribution going forward.”

Budget
Continued from | 1

Source: city of Grapevine/Community Impact Newspaper

Designed by Shawn 
Epps, Jean Henric & 
Kara Nordstrom 

2%
1 %

Outdoor  
recreation 

$4.81M

Stormwater 
drainage $1.4M

Economic 
development 

$3.49M

Economic  
development $3.5M

Stormwater 
drainage 

$1.38M

Outdoor  
recreation $4.9M

1 4 %

FY 2015-16 
EXPENSES: 

$170.2 million
FY 2014-15

EXPENSES (actual): 
$157.4 million

3 7 %
9 %

8 %

1 2 %

General fund
$62.75M

Debt 
services 
$14.75M

Crime Control  
Prevention District 

$14.39M

Utility 
enterprise 

$24.26M

Convention & 
Visitors Bureau 

$23.65M

4B Transit 
$20.72M

1 4 %

3 %

FY 2015-16 
revenue: 

$164.5 million
FY 2014-15 

revenue (actual): 
$173.17 million

General fund
$62.90M

38.24%

15.15%
14.53%

Utility 
enterprise 

$24.93M

Convention &  
Visitors Bureau 

$23.9M

8.76%

8.69%

8.67%

2.13%
2.98%

0.85%

Crime Control  
Prevention District 

$14.42M

Debt 
services $14.3M

4B Transit 
$14.27M

¢

38.16%

Utility  
fund 

$16.31M:

$28.5 
million

SALES TAXES 
(general fund)$8.5 

million

property TAXES 
(general fund)

$2.95 
million

Golf course

$29.1 
million

personnel

$6.6 
million

train station

A Budget tale of three cities
GRAPEVINE
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Colleyville budget
This fiscal year Colleyville City Manager 

Jennifer Fadden said the city is investing 
more in its Capital Improvements Program, 
particularly in its roads.

“The City Council has placed a heavy 
emphasis on street maintenance,” she said. 
“We’ve allocated more funding than ever 
in the last couple of years toward street 
maintenance to ensure we start making an 
impact on that aspect and maintain it to the 
standards our citizens expect.”

Major transportation projects listed in the 
budget include Glade Road Phase 1 recon-
struction, Phases 2 and 3 of SH 26, and 
rehabilitation of John McCain and Cheek 
Sparger Roads. The city will also pay for the 
remainder of the designs for the Glade Road 
project in FY 2015-16.  Fadden said with the 
anticipation of the SH 26 project affecting 
businesses and residents, the budget features 
$200,000 for the addition of a construction 
manager who will be assigned to the project 
for its duration as well as advertising, pro-
motion and support of affected businesses.

“We are very cognizant of the impact this 
SH 26 project has on not only the city bud-
get, but our businesses as well—just making 
sure we have contingencies and that we do 
everything that we can as a city to give them 
support, promotion and visibility that they 
need to work through this process.”

She said the budget also includes the 
addition of an urban forester, a police offi-
cer and increasing two part-time employees 
to full-time employees.

“We are adding an urban forester posi-
tion because in our community trees are 
extremely important, and we hear that time 
and time again,” Fadden said. “It has come 
to a point where we really need to allocate 
specific resources to that effort to show that 
there is somebody on city staff that is proac-
tively looking at tree preservation.”

City sales taxes
Colleyville collect 2 cents of sales 

tax.

$0.5  
funds the Crime 

Control & Prevention 
District

$0.5  
goes to parks, 

library, and economic 
development

1¢  
goes to the 

general fund 

Source: city of Colleyville/Community Impact Newspaper

3%2%
Debt services $1.46M:

Drainage fund $0.918M

FY 2015-16 
EXPENSES 

$42.2 million
FY 2014-15 

EXPENSES:
$39.5 million

57%
38%General fund $23.98M

Utility fund 
$15.89M

56.18%
General fund 

$24.02M:

38.16%

Utility  
fund 

$16.31M:

3.42%
2.24%

Debt services $1.46M

Drainage fund 
$0.957M

FY 2015-16 
revenue 

$42.78 million
FY 2014-15 

revenue:
$40.7 million ¢

$1.3 
million

parks

$4.4 
million

fire department

$4.6 
million

police department

COLLEYVILLE

A Budget tale of three cities

COLLEYVILLE

$9.4 
million

water operations

$2 
million

franchise Fees

$12.9 
million

property taxes

$3.5 
million

sales tax 
(General fund)



Community Impact Newspaper • communityimpact.com28

Southlake budget
The city’s budget includes a 12 percent 

homestead exemption, which is an increase 
from the 10 percent exemption adopted in 
FY 2014-15 and the fifth tax-relief initiative 
implemented since 2009.

City Manager Shana Yelverton said each 
year, every effort is made to provide prop-
erty tax relief to Southlake taxpayers. 

A 12 percent homestead exemption will 
provide a $66,900 reduction in value for 
an average-valued home in Southlake. The 
property owner of an average-valued home 
will see the equivalent of a tax rate reduc-
tion of more than $0.055 per $100 valua-
tion with the 12 percent exemption applied. 

She added that as the city’s economy 
has grown it has been possible to imple-
ment relief measures aimed at reducing  
property taxes. 

Also, for the 13th-straight year, South-
lake’s property tax rate has remained at 
46 cents per $100 of assessed value. The 
budget also includes $300,000 designated 
for Southlake Town Square Public Space  
enhancement projects.

“The Town Square enhancement pro-
gram will primarily be focused on land-
scape and hardscape improvements as 
well as Grand Avenue sidewalk and reha-
bilitation and striping initiatives,” she said. 
“The Town Square enhancements project 
includes improvements all across South-
lake Town Square to maintain the aesthetic 
appeal of the development.” 

Yelverton said some of the other major 
highlights for FY 2015-16 include: 85 per-
cent of property tax-supported debt paid 
off in 10 years, a second-straight year of no 
new property tax-supported debt and vot-
er-approved funding to support the Phase 
2 construction of event center, The Marq. 

Budgets
Continued from | 1

Source: city of Southlake/Community Impact Newspaper

City sales taxes
Southlake collects   
2 cents of sales tax.

1¢  
goes to the  

general fund

$0.5 
funds the Southlake Parks 

Development Corp.

$0.375 
goes to the Economic 
Development District

$0.125 
funds Crime Control & 

Prevention District

¢

FY 2015-16 
EXPENSES: 

$86.97 million
FY 2014-15 

EXPENSES (Actual): 
$86.8 million

5.5%

5.01%

4.63% 1.32%

26.21%

Miscellaneous 
$4.78M

Tax Increment 
Financing  

$4.36M

Southlake Parks 
Development Corp. 

operating fund 
$3.79M

Community Enhancement and 
Development Corp. fund 

$1.15M

41.34%
General fund

$35.95M

Utility fund 
$22.80M

15.99%

Debt service 
funds 

$13.9M

Water sales commercial $3.6M

27.16%

14.54%

7.89%

14.58%

3.74%
5.20%

26.89%

Property taxes  
$26.17M

Waste water sales $5.01M

Water sales
residential 

$14M

Sales tax 
$25.91M

FY 2015-16 
revenue: 

$96.35 million
FY 2014-15

revenue (actual): 
$98.8 million

Miscellaneous 
$14.06M

Tax Increment  
Financing $7.6M

$1.48 
million

permit fees

$4 
million

parks and  
recreation

$15.1 
million

public safety

$1 
million

hotel tax

$3.18 
million

Franchise fees

SOUTHLAKE
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1¢  
goes to the  

general fund

Property taxes  
$26.17M
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96% 96%

$510,000 $385,000

160 196

Homes on the market

Median sale price

Homes under contract

Percent of original price received

Sept. 2015Sept. 2014

680 673

Market Data comparison New listings in Grapevine, 
Colleyville and Southlake
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 Sept. 2014 vs.  Sept. 2015

Price 76034 76051 76092

$1 million

$900,000

$800,000

$700,000

$600,000

$500,000

$400,000

$300,000

$200,000

-

Median price of homes sold by ZIP code  Sept. 2014 vs.  Sept.  2015

+14.31%

+12.43%

+1.72%

Sources: Market Data provided by Tim Hayes of RE/MAX on Main, courtesy of North Texas Real Estate Information  
System (NTREIS)

On the market  (Sept. 2015)
Number of homes for sale/Average days on the market

Price Range 76034 76051 76092

$149,999 or less - 3/49 1/234

$150,000-$199,999 - 11/33 1/18

$200,000-$299,999 6/38 31/30 4/131

$300,000-$399,999 21/81 33/22 8/107

$400,000-$499,999 48/70 22/81 13/57

$500,000-$749,999 54/71 18/167 71/59

$750,000-$999,999 31/78 4/168 73/86

$1 million + 38/171 - 84/111

Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this data, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

REAL ESTATE

BUYERS

SELLERS

FROM THE PROS

Theresa Mason, MIG Real Estate

“On Oct. 3, new laws governing lenders went into effect, 
which means some big changes for consumers and 
professionals in the real estate industry. The biggest 
change comes in the form of the documents that buyers 
will receive prior to closing and the amount of time these 
buyers will have to review the documents. The new 
guidelines are positive changes for buyers; however, as 
with all things new, adapting to the changes will take time. 
Buyers who will be using financing to purchase a home 
should expect the closing process to take about 45 days, 
instead of 30, as it has been in the past.”

Diana Squires, Keller Williams Realty

“‘You only have one chance to make a first impression.’ 
[Those are] wise words and so very important in selling 
real estate. Homes that have been cleaned, decluttered, 
spruced up and properly staged are more likely to sell 
because the prospect can focus on the beautiful details 
of the home, such as room arrangement and flooring, 
instead of being distracted by a particular odor or piles 
of personal items left. So many buyers have no accurate 
idea of the cost involved in flooring changes and paint, 
which usually results in their overestimating the cost of 
those improvements. In their eyes, a dated and cluttered 
home may be overpriced for the current condition.”

Market Pulse-October 2015

COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE

P
ho

to
s 

co
ur

te
sy

 C
ha

m
p

io
ns

 D
F

W
 R

ea
lt

y

Located at 2815 W. Southlake Blvd., Southlake, Watermere at Southlake 
contains medical and professional office space. One office building is built 
with another one under construction. Leasing space ranges from 1,500 to 
4,365 square feet. Highlights include building signage and tenant improvement 
allowance. For more information, call 817-909-7875.
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