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UPDATES ON 2014 AND 
A LOOK AHEAD TO 2015

By Kyle G. Horst
As roads become more con-

gested, the price of oil falls and 
available funds for road projects 
dwindle, transportation will con-
tinue to be a hot topic through-
out the area in 2015. The cities 
of Grapevine, Colleyville and 
Southlake are poised to reduce 
delays in some areas by finishing 
a number of multiyear projects 
in addition to breaking ground 
on two major projects that will 
cause delays for years to come.

Grapevine
The one-mile stretch of FM 

2499 bordering Grapevine Mills 
is getting a top-to-bottom make-
over which will not be complete 
until the end of 2017.

The project aims to separate See Construction | 18

FM 2499 traffic and local Grape-
vine Mills traffic so that motor-
ists who are not going to the mall 
can drive through the area unim-
peded.

According to Kristen Stieg, the 
public information manager for 
contractor NorthGate Construc-
tors, after construction is com-
plete, there will be two north-
bound and two southbound 
FM 2499 main lanes that will 
be 25–30 feet below the existing 
roadway that will allow com-
muter traffic to bypass the Stars 
and Stripes Way and Grapevine 
Mills Boulevard intersection.

The project is also construct-
ing two new bridges at Stars and 
Stripes Way and Grapevine Mills 
Parkway.

“The [new] Stars and Stripes 

bridge will open this spring,” 
Steig said. “We committed to 
starting and finishing the bridge 
within a year.”

Stieg also noted that the other 
new bridge on Grapevine Mills 
Parkway will also be completed 
within a year, but that bridge 
will not be ready until the end of 
2015.

The FM 2499 reconstruction 
is part of the $1.5 billion DFW 
Connector Project that was 
started in February 2010 and was 
completed in March 2014. The 
FM 2499 portion was not com-
pleted with the rest of the project 
due to a lack of funds at the time.

NorthGate Constructors is 
also preparing to start con-
struction on two new highway 
access ramps on William D. Tate 

Avenue leading drivers onto 
Hwy. 121 and Hwy. 360.

“The ramps are a $17 million 
change order that was not part of 
the original project,” Steig said. 
“The purpose of the project is to 
increase mobility on southbound 
William D. Tate Avenue and 
Stone-Meyers [Parkway].”

While an official start date for 
the two new ramps has not been 
finalized, Stieg said that con-
struction should start in Febru-
ary or March.

The ramps are scheduled to be 
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FROM THE PUBLISHER
The January Issue 

offers an opportunity 
for Community Impact 
Newspaper to update 
readers on the news we 
covered in 2014 and the 
big news stories ahead 
for 2015.

 It is also a good time 
to remind readers of the 
growth of CIN in the 
Dallas-Fort Worth area 
and share with you our 

plans for the new year.
Four years ago with five employees, we started CIN 

in Grapevine, Colleyville and Southlake, offering those 
communities hyperlocal and useful news. In August 
2013 we launched the Frisco paper, and in late 2014 our 
Plano edition, with the largest circulation in the com-
pany’s history, made its way into homes and businesses 
as well. We also moved our DFW regional headquarters 

to Frisco and began hiring the staff for a McKinney 
paper, which launches in spring 2015. 

 Of course with all this growth comes challenges, sur-
prises and obstacles. The DFW team has a passion and 
commitment for reporting your local news without bias 
or opinion. We work hard to deliver a quality newspaper 
you can understand and use. 

 We are appreciative of our partnerships with our 
advertisers, and I hope you continue to find time to sup-
port them in 2015. We are also grateful for the relation-
ships we have with our news sources and, of course, 
you—our readers. 

I don’t know what 2015 will hold. I am hopeful for 
more of the same: growth, challenges, obstacles, excite-
ment and maybe even a few surprises. 

Happy New Year to all.

Toni Barron
PUBLISHER

tbarron@impactnews.com
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COMMUNITY FEEDBACK
TAKE THE POLLREADER COMMENTS

LAST MONTH’S POLL RESULTS

On average, by how many minutes do 
road construction projects impede 
your daily commute?

  Take the poll online at impactnews.com/GCS-poll.

Would you consider moving to                     
a mixed-use development?

  42%                                                             Yes

  30%                             Possibly, but it depends on the 

price, location and amenities

   26%                No

         2%   Other

Results from an unscientific Web survey, collected 12/10/14–1/12/15

A number of major and minor road construction projects will 
start or continue in the area in 2015

Colleyville City Council tables proposed hotel approval 
to Jan. 6 (Posted Dec. 16, 2014 on impactnews.com)

“Here we continue with the ongoing politics of this once sleepy 
town of Colleyville. Seems as if the citizens, business owners, 
mayors and City Council are all on their own agendas, all the 
time, resulting in no one being proud of their city. Personally, I 
feel that a business (Hampton Inn & Suites) needing that many 
‘passes’ or exceptions should not even be considered. As for 
La Hacienda Ranch, I do see their point and agree. As a resi-
dent of Southlake, at least we know how to agree to disagree, 
vote and then move on. We still walk away as friends (most of 
the time). [Colleyville] will most likely never learn how to play ball 
fairly, which is a shame.”

—Carter Johnson

Colleyville hotel decision pushed to Jan. 20  
(Posted Jan. 7, 2015 on impactnews.com)

“The council has a duty to all of the tax payers in town not just 
the few who are in opposition of the 5 story hotel. It’s unfor-
tunate that less than a handful of citizens have come up with 
such ridiculous excuses like ‘traffic’ to try to stop this is much 
needed hotel. Need I remind you ... It sits on a freeway! Come 
on folks look at the big picture a Hilton Hotel will bring business 
which means tax dollars to our town which means we can con-
tinue to receive great City Services without raising homeowners 
taxes. I hope the council will band together & look at the big 
picture instead of listening to a few ‘fear struck folks’ who are 
making things up to keep Colleyville in the dark ages.”

 –Mary
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produce, coffee and prepared foods.  
817-251-2104. www.thefreshmarket.com

5  Mexican restaurant Chuy’s opened   
Jan. 20 at 1221 E. SH 114, Ste. 100, 
Southlake. The restaurant serves burritos, 
tortilla soup, enchiladas, nachos and tacos. 
817-421-2489. www.chuys.com

6  The Perfect Workout opened at 6211 
Colleyville Blvd., Ste. 150, Colleyville. 
Services include one-on-one training at 
the private fitness training studio equipped 
with state-of-the-art machines and 
equipment. 817-409-3377.  
www.theperfectworkout.com

7  PGA Tour Superstore opened Dec. 13 
at 2241 E. Southlake Blvd., Southlake. This 
is the third store to open in Texas, joining 
two Plano locations. The retailer sells clubs, 
balls, bags, apparel and accessories for golf. 
817-722-5190. www.pgatoursuperstore.com

8  Status 3:15 opened in December at 
2625 E. Southlake Blvd., Southlake. The 
medical spa offers facial treatments, skin 
tightening, and removal of lines, wrinkles 
and age spots. 817-421-4301.  
www.status315.com

9  Military veterans Dennis Horning 
and Chad Harrop opened Valor Land 
Resources LLC at 1205 S. White Chapel 
Blvd., Southlake, on Oct. 13. The company 
specializes in oil and gas drilling 
operations, such as acquiring titles and 
leases and applying for seismic permits. 
682-557-7767. www.valorlr.com

10  Bolo Italian Grill, a fast-casual Italian 
restaurant, opened Jan. 9 at 260 N. Kimball 
Ave., Ste. 264, Southlake, in the former 
Planet Burrito space. The restaurant serves 
wraps, salads, pasta bowls and flatbreads 
with fresh ingredients. 817-488-8829. 
www.boloitaliangrill.com

Coming Soon

11  Taste Buds Kitchen, a culinary 
entertainment experience for children, 
families and adults, will open in February 

Now Open

1  The Green Door Organic Salon Spa 
and Barber Studio opened at 1009 Cheek–
Sparger Road, Ste. 124, Colleyville. The 
salon specializes in organic hair coloring 
and design, barbering, waxing and sauna 
therapy. 817-449-6559.  
www.thegreendoorstudios.com

2  NexGen Fitness opened in November 
at Pecan Creek Shopping Center at 721 
E. Southlake Blvd., Southlake. The fitness 
club offers individualized weight training, 
nutrition plans and cardio programs.    
817-479-9929. www.nexgenfitness.com

3  Beauty Brands opened in December 
in Park Village at 1041 E. Southlake Blvd., 
Ste. 100, Southlake. The business sells skin 

care, makeup and nail and hair products. 
Salon and spa services such as facials, hair 
removal, hair extensions and styling are 
also offered. 817-912-5800.  
www.beautybrands.com

4  Food and produce store The Fresh 
Market opened Jan. 14 in Park Village at 
1001 E. Southlake Blvd., Southlake. The 
grocer sells meats, fresh seafood, organic 
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Strong foundations, built here.

F O R W A R D  T H I N K I N G

The Children’s Courtyard, Inc. is an equal opportunity provider and employer. © The Children’s Courtyard Inc. BCCY1

Tour your local school today! I 6:30 a.m. - 6:30 p.m. I ChildrensCourtyard.com

Introducing an exceptional place for your child to grow, develop, and prepare for a 
productive academic life. The foundation of a lifetime of success is formed here.

• Infant and toddler care
• Preschool and Pre-Kindergarten

1601 Corporate Circle

Southlake, TX

817.442.8782

Enrolling 
now for fall.

4500 Alliance Gateway

Fort Worth, TX

817.430.4730

1255 Rufe Snow Drive

Keller, TX

817.337.1949

1950 Glade Road

Grapevine, TX

817.421.2605

• Before- and after-school care
• Full- and part-time enrollment
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at 2140 E. Southlake Blvd., Ste. V, 
Southlake. Cooking workshops, school and 
holiday camps, adult BYOB workshops, 
birthday parties and private lessons will be 
offered. 817-488-0538.  
www.tastebudskitchen.com

12  Wise Guys Pizzeria will open a new 
location in the former Biscuits Cafe in 
Grapevine at 322 S. Park Blvd.  
www.wiseguystx.com/wiseguys

13  Just Dance Grapevine will open in 
February and offers ballet, jazz, tap and 
hip-hop classes to children age 5 and older 
at 1115 W. Northwest Hwy., Grapevine.  
www.justdancegrapevine.com 

Relocations

14  Brown Sugar Antiques & Collectibles 
relocated from Bedford to Colleyville on 

Dec. 2 and changed its name to Brown 
Sugar Vintage. The shop sells custom 
candles, antiques and vintage clothing. 
4201 Colleyville Blvd., Colleyville. 
 817-281-0028.  
www.brownsugarantiques.com

15  Bassett Furniture reopened Dec. 26 in 
Kimball Oaks at 2261 E. Southlake Blvd., 
Southlake, after relocating from 2951 E. SH 
114, Southlake. 817-796-8034.  
http://southlake.bassettfurniture.com 

Name Change

16  OmniAmerican Bank merged with 
Southside Bank Dec. 17 and as of Dec. 
18 became fully operational under the 
name of Southside Bank. The bank has a 
branch located at 1616 W. Northwest Hwy., 
Grapevine. 817-335-6664.  
www.southside.com

17  Monster X Camp, located at 445 E. 
Northwest Hwy., Grapevine, changed its 
name to Reaction Fitness & Self Defense. 
The martial arts studio offers kickboxing, 
adult Brazilian jiu jitsu, power yoga and 
krav maga. 469-426-2727.  
http://trygrapevinekravmaga.com

Closings

18  French-inspired restaurant Mimi’s 
Cafe, located at 1449 W. SH 114, 
Grapevine, closed in November.  
www.mimiscafe.com

19  The Wooden Swing Co., a children’s 
playset, wooden swing and furniture 
retailer, closed in October at 2901 E.  
SH 114, Ste. 2, Southlake. The retailer’s 
Dallas location is still open.  
www.woodenswing.com

Compiled by Sherelle Black and Kyle G. Horst

The Northeast Tarrant County Courthouse 
opened Dec. 8 replacing the former courthouse.

20

Tom Gazelka, employee for Brown Sugar Vintage, 
has a selection of specialty made candles.

14

Dennis Horning Jr., left, and Chad Harrop, right, 
opened Valor Land Resources in October.

9

The Green Door Organic Salon and Spa estheti-
cian Meg Carr specializes in organic hair coloring.
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In the News

20  The new Northeast Tarrant County 
Courthouse officially opened for business 
Dec. 8 at 645 Grapevine Hwy., Hurst. The 
42,000-square-foot building replaced the 
former two-story courthouse that was 
built in the 1970s. Residents can pay their 
property taxes, get vehicle titles and pick 
up birth certificates at the courthouse. The 
courthouse has also expanded the space 
for the tax assessors office, the county 
clerk’s office, and the Precinct 3 constable 
and justice of the peace. The courthouse 
has new public computer terminals. It is 
intended to be convenient to residents of 
Grapevine, Colleyville, Southlake and 
Westlake. 817-884-1111.  
http://access.tarrantcounty.com

News or questions about Grapevine, Colleyville, Southlake? 
Email gcsnews@impactnews.com.
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AT THE CAPITOL
News from the 84th Texas Legislature

Session to usher in new leadership, large projects
By Karen Brooks Harper
AUSTIN Call it a session of big projects—
with the potential for some big fights. 

Lawmakers convened Jan. 13 for the 84th 
Texas Legislature, and they did so with a 
host of new state leaders and what may be 
the most conservative group of lawmakers 
the state has seen in decades.

Statewide issues, such as transportation 
infrastructure, water management, prop-
erty taxes and public education, loom large. 
In addition, an upwardly mobile revenue 
number means more money for the state 
budget than in recent years—and more 
fights over who gets the cash. 

“Every dollar of government spending 
has a constituency,” said James Quintero, 
director of the Texas Public Policy Founda-
tion’s Center for Local Governance.

Some Texas Republicans, emboldened 
by strong victories both nationwide and at 
home on Election Day, are also bringing 
with them some of the most divisive issues 
on the table: gay 
rights, immigration 
and border security, 
and gun control.

State Republicans 
are in a strong posi-
tion to pass their 
priorities but are by 
no means immune to 
a Democratic Party 
ready to play defense.

“We cannot look at the overwhelming 
victory as a mandate to do nothing,” said 
Steve Munisteri, chairman of the Republi-
can Party of Texas. “We need to take care 
of these things.”

Democrats said they are prepared to  
do battle. 

“You’re still seeing some folks working 
together because Republicans don’t have 
a supermajority,” said Emmanuel Garcia, 
former Texas Democratic Party commu-
nications director who stepped down in 
December. “The minority can still hold  
a position.” 

A defining characteristic of the 84th leg-
islative session is that Texas will have a new 
governor and new lieutenant governor for 
the first time in more than a decade. 

Gov. Greg Abbott and Lt. Gov. Dan 
Patrick are both conservative Republicans 
ready to make a strong impression right 
out of the gate.

“All eyes are on them,” Munisteri said.
After backsliding in the 2012 elections, 

Texas Republicans regained a few seats in 
both chambers in November. As of  
Jan. 16, the House has 96 Republicans and 
51 Democrats. The Senate has 20 Repub-
licans and 10 Democrats. January special 
elections will decide who fills three open 
House seats and one open Senate seat.

Growth issues 
Ranking third nationwide in state 

population growth rate by the U.S. Census 
Bureau in 2013, Texas has a number of 
large-scale issues facing it. 

“We have the high-
est rate of uninsured 
people in the country, 
and we are tied with 
California for the larg-
est number of adults 
who lack a high school 
degree. Those are just 
two [issues],” said 
Ann Beeson, execu-

tive director of the Center for Public Policy 
Priorities, a progressive Austin think tank. 

Lawmakers in 2013 secured voter 
approval of $2 billion in loan funds for 
water plans but will continue to seek con-
servation on privately owned lands, among 
other issues. 

The need for better road maintenance 
and new highway construction is expected 
to spark numerous plans to redirect and 
raise funds.

Texas ranks 15th highest among states in 
per capita property taxes, and relief is a top 
priority for conservative groups.

“We really want to focus on how much 

[property taxes impact] families at the din-
ner table,” Quintero said.

With nearly 5 million children in the 
public school system, education remains at 
or near the top of priority lists all along the 
political spectrum. 

Among the fights expected in the session 
is the battle over school choice, a system in 
which the state subsidizes—through vouch-
ers, tax credits or similar plans—private 
and parochial schools. 

Those plans top the list of education 
priorities for Patrick, who said that allow-
ing parents to choose private or religious 
schools allows them the opportunity to 
find the best education for their children. 

Opponents believe such programs nega-
tively affect the children who stay in public 
schools and focus state resources in the 
wrong place.

“They’re a scheme to defund public edu-
cation and funnel it into private schools,” 
said Jose Medina, deputy communications 
director of the Texas Freedom Network, 
which advocates for public education.

Social divide
Republicans have filed bills that would 

allow Texans to openly carry weapons, 
fire gay employees or refuse gay custom-
ers and would also repeal the DREAM 
Act, which allows undocumented stu-
dents to pay in-state college tuition and 
pursue citizenship. 

In previous sessions, similar bills have 
divided the chambers and taken up days 
and weeks of debate, pushed off budget 
passage and otherwise derailed sessions. 

Democrats, who have filed their own 
social bills, including a repeal of the gay 
marriage ban, said those types of fights 
siphon the energy and goodwill needed to 
address the most urgent issues. 

“Any time that is spent in a 140-day leg-
islative session distracted with these sorts 
of issues gets away from doing what Texas 
actually needs, which is to prepare for its 
growth,” Garcia said.

NEW TEXAS GOVERNOR

TEXAS LEGISLATURE BY THE NUMBERS

Greg Abbott

Party: Republican

Elected: Nov. 4, 2014

512-463-2000

https://governor.
state.tx.us/contact

Greg Abbott came into statewide office during a 
Republican sweep in the 2002 elections, becom-
ing only the second Republican to hold the attorney 
general’s office since Reconstruction some 130 years 
before. He came in as part of a historic GOP takeover 
of the Capitol and a new era in Texas politics. 

Several political battles have marked his career, 
including a lawsuit to allow the Ten Commandments 
to be displayed on Capitol grounds, his defense of 
the state’s voter ID law and his determination to sue 
President Barack Obama over a recent executive 
order on immigration.

In November, Abbott defeated Sen. Wendy Davis, 
D-Fort Worth, in a campaign that garnered interna-
tional attention. During the race, Abbott promised to 
improve public education, prioritize border security 
funding and fund transportation projects. 

Abbott is married to Cecilia Phalen Abbott, who 
becomes the first Latina first lady of Texas. Abbott 
and his wife have one daughter, Audrey.“We cannot look at 

the overwhelming 
victory as a mandate 
to do nothing.”

—Steve Munisteri, executive director of the 
Republican Party of Texas

SENATORS  31 members  |  4-year terms

REPRESENTATIVES  150 members  |  2-year terms

84th Texas Legislature*
Senate House

SENATE 
district 

population: 

547,952

IDEAL
HOUSE  

district 
population:

 113,243

Session 
begins

JAN 

13

Session 
ends

JUN 

01

5,909
bills 
passed 

10,630 
bills filed
during 83rd 
Legislative 
Session

Out of

65% Republican 64%

32% Democrat 34%

WANT MORE TEXAS LEGISLATURE COVERAGE? 

Follow us on Twitter @impactnews_gcs and search for 
#CITxLege or visit impactnews.com

Sources: www.senate.state.tx.us, www.house.state.tx.us,  
www.capitol.state.tx.us, www.tspb.state.tx.us, www.lrl.state.tx.us

3% 
Open

2% 
Open

*As of Jan. 16

DIVERSIFY YOUR FITNESS ROUTINE!
FUN SMALL GROUP CLASSES SPECIALIZED FOR 

EACH SKILL LEVEL, BEGINNER THROUGH ADVANCED.
Group Classes and Private Training • State-of-the-Art Stott Pilates Equipment

731 E. Southlake Boulevard, Suite 120, Southlake, TX 76092
817-912-3331 • www.PremierPilatesTX.com

Introductory Special for New Clients

Three 25 minute 
private sessions 

for $75

Our Instructors:
WendyKarenHeather

Performance Enhancement • Injury Prevention & Rehabilitation • Weight Loss and more
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AT THE CAPITOL
News from the 84th Texas Legislature

MEET YOUR STATE LEGISLATORS FOR GRAPEVINE, COLLEYVILLE & SOUTHLAKE

SEN. KELLY HANCOCK • DISTRICT 9 SEN. KONNI BURTON • DISTRICT 10

R-North Richland 
Hills

Elected: 2012

512-463-0109

kelly.hancock@
senate.state.tx.us

R-Colleyville

Elected: 2014

512-463-0110

konni.burton@
senate.state.tx.us

Top 3 priorities: 

• Maintain fiscal 
discipline 
by setting 
priorities 
and limiting 
government 
spending.

• Stop the diversion of funds from the 
highway fund to build a better and more 
reliable transportation infrastructure 
without raising taxes.

• End burdensome regulations being 
passed down from federal agencies, 
such as the Clean Air Act from the 
Environmental Protection Agency.

Top 3 priorities: 

• Fight to secure the  
1,254-mile Texas/
Mexico border 
by giving forces 
on the border the 
resources they 
need.

• Reduce spending by the Legislature 
so that debt is not passed onto future 
generations, and end corporate 
subsidies.

• Reform public schools by implementing 
more accountability standards and 
merit-based compensation for educators 
to ensure academic needs can be met.

30

635
35

157

Arlington

Grapevine

30

35

20
Fort Worth

SEN. JANE NELSON • DISTRICT 12

R-Flower Mound

Elected: 1993

512-463-0112

jane.nelson@
senate.state.tx.us

Top 3 priorities: 

• Pass a 
conservative 
budget that 
meets the 
needs of 
Texas and 
Texas’ strong 
economy, and a budget that also 
provides some tax relief.

• Invest in transportation solutions, and 
end diversions of funds without raising 
taxes or adding new toll roads.

• Continue to address border security to 
protect our citizens while also pursuing 
federal reimbursement.

35W

30
Dallas

Denton

Higher education 

Health care 

Transportation 

Public education 

Budget 

Small business 
and economy

WANT MORE TEXAS 
LEGISLATURE COVERAGE? 

More legislative coverage at #TxLege and impactnews.com

Follow us on Twitter—@impactnews_gcs—for Grapevine, 
Colleyville and Southlake news, and throughout the 
legislative session search for #CITxLege for coverage that 
matters to you.

SEN. DON HUFFINES • DISTRICT 16

R-Dallas

Elected: 2014

512-463-0116

don.huffines@
senate.state.tx.us

Top 3 priorities: 

• Focus on 
getting 
adequate 
funding into 
TxDOT on a 
recurring basis 
to meet the state’s infrastructure needs 
without raising taxes, fees or building 
more toll roads.

• Create term limits for all officeholders 
within the state of Texas.

• Commit to secure the border and hold 
the federal government accountable for 
these costs.

30

35

Irving Dallas

REP. TAN PARKER • DISTRICT 63

R-Flower Mound

Elected: 2006

512-463-0688

tan.parker@
house.state.tx.us

Top 3 priorities: 

• Strengthen 
border security 
and preserve 
the rights and 
liberties that 
are deep-
seeded in traditional Texas values.

• Pass a fiscally responsible state budget 
that lives within means and reflects the 
priorities of all Texans.

• Continue to make improvements on child 
safety and foster care–related issues.

407

Denton

REP. JONATHAN STICKLAND • DISTRICT 92 REP. MATT RINALDI • DISTRICT 115REP. GIOVANNI CAPRIGLIONE • DISTRICT 98

635

35E

12

289

Lewisville

Dallas

R-Bedford

Elected: 2012

512-463-0522

jonathan.
stickland@house.
state.tx.us

R-Irving

Elected: 2014

512-463-0468

matt.rinaldi@
house.state.tx.us

R-Southlake

Elected: 2012

512-463-0690

giovanni.
capriglione@
house.state.tx.us

Top 3 priorities: 

• Fight to protect 
life; continue to 
play an active 
role advocating 
for legislation for 
the unborn.

• Commit to the rights and freedoms 
allotted by the Texas constitution. Plans 
to protect liberties with each vote cast 
for legislation on the House floor. 

• Continue to advocate for property rights. 
Prepared to fight against any legislation 
that will infringe upon property rights as 
Texans.

Top 3 priorities: 

• Limit the growth in 
Texas government 
to inflation plus 
spending and 
make a real 
spending cap in 
future sessions.

• Promote excellence in education through 
increased competition and parental 
choice.

• Do more to secure the border and 
remove the magnets that attract illegal 
immigrants into the state of Texas.

Top 3 priorities: 

• Find ways 
to maintain 
and enhance 
transportation. 

• Continue to 
improve the 
quality of public education. Border 
security is top of mind, and increase 
resources to stop criminal activity.

• Provide a fiscally sound budget, push 
back against federal overreach, expand 
transparency and protect life.

35

26

114

GrapevineFort 
Worth

30

360

820
Fort Worth

Bedford

*Information compiled from Facebook, www.konniburton.com.

35E

35E

35W

Traci D. Hutton, P.C.  |  1111 S. Main Street, Suite 127  |  Grapevine, TX 76051
Ph: 817-442-9352  |  F: 817-865-5084  |  WWW.TRACIHUTTON.COM

Family Law
Estate Planning
Real Estate

Title Insurance 
Business Entity 
Formation & Litigation

Traci Hutton
Attorney at Law

“Whether you have a family law or business 
concern, our fi rm has the experience to guide 

you to a successful outcome.” 
- Traci Hutton
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Eva Boy

Janis Hutchins

Dennis Luers

Shay Shepherd

Mary Crelia Mike Edgar

Holly Jacobs

Lily McCombs

Stephen Tome Cyntoria Williams

JoAnn Hall

Stephanie Jeane

Shelly Mullins

Crae Hillman

Sharon Johnson

Lynn Palmer

Lou Hillman

Mark LaCourse

Tommye Sartain

203 E Northwest Hwy. Grapevine, TX • www.bhhshillman.com • 817-481-2573

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Lou Hillman, REALTORS • 203 E. Northwest Hwy. Grapevine, TX 76051
© 2014 BHH Affiliates, LLC. Real Estate Brokerage Services are offered through the network member franchises of BHH Affiliates, LLC. 
Most franchises are independently owned and operated. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices 
symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America Inc. Information not verified or guaranteed. If your property is currently 
listed with a Broker, this is not intended as a solicitation. Equal Housing Opportunity.

We Sell the Best and 
Service the Rest!

A Step in the Right 
Direction!

817-628-0030 
www.CompassAirService.com

• No Interest up to 60 months
• No Down Payment
• Up to 10-year Parts and Labor Warranty
• Free Estimates on new units

Up to 

$1250
TRADE-IN
and 60 Months No Interest

• Trane XV18 and Trane XV20i    
   Systems
• 10 Year Parts and 2 Year
   Labor Warranty
• Plus free Wi-Fi Thermostat

Available witth approved credit on complete 
Trane Comfort Systems. Terms are 60 equal 

payments at 0% APR.

$1000
TRADE-IN

and 36 Months
No Interest

• XR-15-16-17
• 10 Year Parts Warranty
• 2 Year Labor Warranty
• Plus FREE High Effi ciency Air
   Filter System

Available witth approved credit on complete 
Trane Comfort Systems. Terms are 36 equal 

payments at 0% APR.

$500
TRADE-IN

and 12 Months
No Interest

• XR13 or 14 SEER
• 10 Year Parts Warranty
• 2 Years Labor Warranty
• Plus FREE High Effi ciency Air
   Filter System

C   MPASS AIR SERVICES
TACLA 43996E

2360 Hwy 114 
Southlake, TX 76092 
(Next to BBQ Outfitters)

Our purpose is 
to build a fitness 
community that 
changes lives.

WE ARE BUILDING A FITNESS COMMUNITY THAT CHANGES LIVES!

Iron Tribe Fitness changed my life, and it can change yours.  I’m excited and 
honored to be bringing this premium fitness solution to Southlake.  We offer 
group fitness classes and nutritional training that are completely results ori-
ented.  Our program is backed by a  money back  guarantee.  We enjoy a 97% 
retention rate and a fitness community second to none.  We have a limited 
membership, so act now to join our tribe of athletes!     
        – Dean Speers, Owner      

817-789-9083
dspeers@irontribefitness.com
Southlake.IronTribeFitness.com
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Gatehouse 
set to open to 
families soon
By Sherelle Black

The Gatehouse at Grapevine, a 
women and children’s neighborhood 
shelter, located at 2557 Stone Myers 
Parkway, will be receiving its first 
tenants in March. When completely 
constructed the project will house 96 
families, consisting of women and 
children who are fleeing or  
attempting to recover from a danger-
ous situation, carrying a debt load or 
in need of counseling.

Founder Lisa Rose said the 

Colleyville 
Downs nearing 
capacity
By Kyle G. Horst

Colleyville’s December 2014 sales 
tax revenue rose 7.47 percent from 
December 2013 — Marty Wieder, 
the Colleyville economic develop-
ment director, attributes much of the 
increase to all of the new businesses 
that recently opened in the  
Colleyville Downs shopping center.

What is now a bustling shop-
ping center was an old Albertsons 
building that had been vacant since 
2007. That all changed in 2013 when 
Whole Foods Market announced it 
had signed a lease on a building in 
Colleyville.

According to Wieder, the city had 
been talking to Whole Foods since 
2010 when it was mentioned that the 
organic grocer would be a good fit for 
the city.

Centennial Real Estate of Dallas, 
the owner of the building, began 
work immediately and submitted 
renovated facade plans that started 
a ripple effect which turned into a 

full-blown $18 million redevelop-
ment of the property.

The property was renamed  
Colleyville Downs for the July open-
ing of Whole Foods as a tribute to 
the city’s former horse racing track.

Less than six months after  
opening, the newly renovated shop-
ping center only has a few vacant 
retail spaces left. 

“We are about 85 percent full at 
the moment,” said Perren Gasc, of 
Centennial Real Estate. “We had a 
very successful lease-up this year. 
There are only three or four retail 
spots left.”
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development will feature four neigh-
borhoods that are composed of 24 
one-, two- and three-bedroom units 
ranging in size from 1,000 square 
feet to 1,600 square feet.

“We are two-thirds of the way 
complete with construction, and 
neighborhoods 1 and 2 should be 
complete by February,” she said.  
Neighborhoods 3 and 4 are expected 
to be complete by early summer.

Women can now fill out a referral 
form to live at the Gatehouse at  
www.gatehousegrapevine.com.

As of December, Rose said 10 fami-
lies have been adopted, 300 volun-
teers trained and 160 people are on 
the training list. The nonprofit is still 
in need of donations and volunteers.

SPECIAL SECTION
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Centerpark Dr.

Glade Rd.

26

®

Southlake, TX
2140 E. Southlake Blvd.

817-251-8300

Hurst, TX
606 Grapevine Hwy

817-656-2300

WE’LL KNOCK YOU OUT 
WITH OUR PROFESSIONAL 

SERVICES!
• Great haircuts & styles
• Hair coloring/hi-lighting
• Relaxing head & neck massage
• Luxurious hot lather neck shave
• Mustache & beard trims
• Waxing removal of unwanted hair
• Manicures
• Massage therapy (swedish, deep 

tissue, etc)

EVERY GUY 
NEEDS A PLACE 
TO KICK BACK 

AND RELAX.

EVERY GUY 
NEEDS A PLACE 
TO KICK BACK 

AND RELAX.

EVERY GUY 
NEEDS A PLACE 
TO KICK BACK 

AND RELAX.
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REC of Grapevine nears completion
Facility to combine Senior 
and Community Centers
By Sherelle Black 

By late spring or early summer, 
Grapevine residents will be able to 
swim in the city’s first indoor pool. 
The pool is just one of many features 
that will be part of the brand new 
$30.1 million REC of Grapevine 
building, which is replacing the Com-
munities Activities Center.

Parks and Recreation Director 
Kevin Mitchell said The REC, which 
stands for recreation, education and 
community, will be 108,000 square 
feet, which makes it more than twice 
the size of the original center built in 
1996. Mitchell said the new facil-
ity will also be the new home of the 
Senior Activities Center. 

“I think it’s great that the Senior 
Activities Center will be going in The 
REC,” he said. “They will able to have 
dedicated classrooms and lounge 
areas, whereas now a classroom may 
have to be used for other purposes. 
This new center is going to open the 
possibilities for new and improved 
programs for the age 55-and-up resi-
dents of our city.”

The SAC will have its own separate 

entrance and check-in desk, a senior 
lounge equipped with a fireplace, 
bookcases and card tables. Besides 
having the city’s first indoor pool, 
Mitchell said the REC will also house 
the city’s first indoor playground 
along with a child watch room 
for members using the facility. He 
added The REC will contain 10 
family changing areas or indepen-
dent rooms that have a toilet, chang-
ing benches and showers.

“This is another unique aspect of 
the center,” Mitchell said. “This is 
the first in our area to provide this 
for families who don’t want to bring 
their small children into restrooms or 
locker rooms.”

The REC will also have a spray 
ground near the pool in the shape of 
Texas with different cities marked.

Before The REC opens, the city 
will host VIP/open house events from 
6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Feb. 24 and March 
2 at the Grapevine Public Library in 
the community room located at the 
front of the library. Mitchell said the 
purpose of the open house events is to 
inform residents of what will be going 
inside The REC, discuss programs 
offered and answer any questions.

Memberships are on sale now and 
can be purchased at the CAC Annex, 

    Grapevine  
Recreational center

150,000  
gallon indoor pool

2 racquetball courts

2 party rooms

3 exercise rooms

indoor 
playground

2 basketball courts

child 
watch room

10 family 
changing areas

Senior  
Activities Center

E. Nash St.
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1250 William D. Tate Ave., Ste. 100, 
Grapevine. Membership and passes 
start at $5. A limited number of 
free “The REC” shirts are available 
to those who register soon, while 
supplies last.  If residents purchase or 
renew now they can use the annex for 
free until The REC opens.  
For more information, visit  
www.playgrapevine.com.
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Source: city of Grapevine

Hours: Mon.–Thurs. 5:30 a.m.–10 p.m., 
Fri. 5:30 a.m.–7 p.m., Sat. 9 a.m.–7 p.m.,  
Sun. 1 p.m.–6 p.m.

   Tell us what  
     you think. Comment at impactnews.com

WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS!

At Elite Audiology Resources (EAR), we 
believe that every individual deserves a 

customized hearing treatment plan. We are 
unique as we offer to see you in your HOME 

and/or your OFFICE. We will make the journey 
to hearing again easy and enjoyable!

Call 817.778.4934 today to 
schedule an appointment! 

Services Include:
•  Diagnostics  •  Hearing Aid Evaluations & Fittings  •  Hearing Protection...and more!

Dr. Amy Badstubner
Au.D., F-AAA, MT-BC

950 E State Hwy 114, Suite 160
Southlake, TX 76092
info@Texas-Ears.com

E Highland St.

N Carroll Ave.

114

N
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Last year these businesses opened, were coming soon or relocated. 
Here are updates on how they are doing now.
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Sound waves remove carbon and debris 
from firearms better than brushes.

Each box of Dr. Sue’s Chocolate is made 
and packaged by hand for each guest.

By Kyle G. Horst 
Cory Priest opened The Gun Clean-

ers in Southlake in July and said he 
has already cleaned more than 2,000 
guns as of Jan. 8.

With his staff of military veterans, 
the full-service gun shop specializes 
in ultrasonically cleaning firearms 
with a quick turnaround time.

To clean a firearm, staffers field 
strip the weapon and submerges it in 
a solvent; ultrasonic sound waves lift 
carbon and debris and clean areas 
brushes cannot typically reach. The 
weapon is then lubricated, checked for 
problems and reassembled.

The shop also sells new firearms, 
ammunition, accessories and can 
complete basic gunsmithing services.

By Kyle G. Horst 
Owner Nanc Christopherson 

celebrated the first anniversary of her 
shop, Longarm Quilting Academy, in 
November.

Christopherson specializes in 
T-shirt quilts and teaches a number of 

By Sherelle Black 
Feb. 8 marks a year since Sue Wil-

liams, owner of Dr. Sue’s Chocolate, 
transitioned from selling wholesale to 
Central Market to selling at her own 
business location in Grapevine.

“Opening in Grapevine has been so 
much better than I ever expected,” she 
said. “We have been able to give back 

The Gun Cleaners 

Longarm Quilting 
Academy

Dr. Sue’s Chocolate

1500 W. Southlake Blvd., Southlake 
817-488-0005. • Hours: 10 a.m.–6 p.m. 
Mon.–Fri., 10 a.m.–4 p.m. Sat.

520 S. Main St., Ste. 208, Grapevine 
817-527-4424 
www.drsueschocolate.com 
Hours: 11 a.m.–6 p.m. Tues.–Sat., 
Noon–4 p.m. Sun.

580 Commerce St., Ste. 300, Colleyville 
817-313-4959. • www.lqacademy.net 
Hours: 9 a.m.–4 p.m. Mon.–Sat.

to over 20 charities in this past year 
because Grapevine has been so good 
to us.”

The shop has also introduced four 
new chocolates and chocolate-making 
classes and held wine and chocolate 
tasting events along with book sign-
ings since the store’s opening last year.

“We have been able to do a lot more 
themed chocolates,” she said. “We will 
have more available for Valentines.”

S
. P

ey
to

nv
ill

e 
A

ve
.

Corporate 
Circle

W
hi

te
 C

ha
pe

l 
B

lv
d.

W. Southlake Blvd.

Southlake Blvd.

C
om

m
er

ce
 S

t.

S
. M

ai
n 

S
t.

E. Franklin St.

College St.

C
hu

rc
h 

S
t.

W. Franklin St.

M
ar

ke
t 

Lo
op

Exchange Blvd.

N
ol

en
 

D
r.

S
ili

co
n 

D
r.

S
he

re
lle

 B
la

ck

lessons and techniques on how to use 
a Longarm sewing machine to finish 
quilts. She also demonstrates equip-
ment for prospective buyers and rents 
and services equipment.

In addition, Christopherson offers 
a variety of hands-on classes such as 
“New Owner TNT (Thread, Needle, 
Tension),” which teaches the balance 
of the three parts of quilting, and 
“Make a Tote on the Frame,” in which 

participants are taught how to make a 
tote bag from start to finish in a single 
four-hour class session.

The store also carries products 
geared for finishing quilts, all types 
of thread, needles, fabric, accessories 
and complete home-quilting setups. It 
also offers a space for on-site quilting 
parties. 

Visit www.lqacademy.net for a list 
of available classes.

NOW OPEN

If you, or someone you love, needs immediate care or you 
have a medical emergency, our team will be available. The 
doctor will see you now.

Don't wait for an appointment or spend your time in a waiting 
room. Our average wait time is 15 minutes. Get the care you 
need FAST!

SERVICES INCLUDE: 

• Trauma/Injury Care
• Allergy, Cold & Flu Treatments
• Adult and Pediatric Emergency Care
• Care for Sports Injuries
• Advanced Cardiac Life Support
• Lab, Radiology, CT and Ultrasound On Site
• Breathing Treatments

...many more! 

321 WEST SOUTHLAKE BLVD, SUITE 140-E, SOUTHLAKE, TX 76092 (ACROSS 
FROM BICENTENNIAL PARK) • WWW.COMPLETEEMERGENCYCARE.COM

WE PROVIDE TIMELY SERVICE IN A 
COMFORTABLE SETTING. 

OPEN 24 HOURS/7 DAYS A WEEK

817-488-1220

S. W
hite Chapel Rd.

W. Southlake 

Blvd.

Free Delivery         Printing Priced Right         Satisfaction Guaranteed 

Look at you: 
Printing. Smarter.
Rapid Refill. Printing priced right.

Your local source for affordably-priced 
print supplies

Satisfaction Guaranteed

No waiting – we have the ink you 
need in-stock and ready to go!

Stop by our store today to find out how you can start saving money.

Smart Savings Coupon

FREE Ream of Paper with
a Purchase of $25 or More

Call 817-251-4465
2100 W. Northwest Hwy, Ste 103

Grapevine, TX 76051

STORE HOURS
Mon - Fri 9 am - 7 pm

Sat 9 am - 5 pm

Sun Closed

Coupon expires 2/18/15.   Certain 
restrictions may apply. Limit one per 
customer. Not valid with other offers. 
Offer good on in-stock, Rapid Refill 
brand products at this location only.  
Min.       order for free delivery,
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Meetings
The City Council meets at 
7 p.m. on the first and third 
Monday of the month at 
Southlake Town Hall,  
1400 Main St., Southlake.  
817-481-5581

Top issues for 2015
• Rec center Phase 2 vote

The first phase of The Marq was paid 
for without bonds; funding for the 
second phase is being put to voters in 
May to see if they want to redirect sales 
tax revenue to fund construction and 
operational costs. Should voters approve 
the second phase, it is pegged to start 
construction in the fall and finish in 2017.

• Build-out
The council to look at every rezoning re-
quest and new development carefully as 
Southlake is expecting to hit residential 
build-out within 15 years. It is estimated 
that more than 80 percent of residential 
land is currently used; it is expected 
that the city can house a population of 
34,118 when build-out is reached.

• Branding campaign  
In November, Southlake announced a 
new branding campaign to attract in 
visitors from “drivable markets” to shop 
and stay in Southlake through print and 
digital advertisements. The campaign 
also includes a redesigned municipal 
website.

Big decisions made in 2014
• Westin Hotel 

The council approved a zoning change 
in April for a 6.8-acre plat of land at 1200 
E. SH 114 to allow for a seven-story, 276 
room Westin Hotel with a full-service res-
taurant. It also features a fitness center, 
lounge, meeting and conference center, 
ballroom, pool with a patio and a rooftop 
restaurant. The hotel could be open as 
soon as 2016.

• Community Recreation and Senior 
Center 
The city broke ground on a new Com-
munity Recreation and Senior Center in 
September and chose a name for it in 
October. The facility, when opened in late 
2015, will be called The Marq.

• CISD observatory opens
Carroll ISD opened the doors of its new 
Dragon Observatory at Jack D. John-
son Elementary School in October. The 
council approved the construction for a 
special building with a motorized roof in 
June to house the two 17-inch Celestron 
telescopes.

Media coverage
Meetings are broadcast 
live on Charter Cable 
channel 27 and Verizon 
FiOS channel 34. Meetings 
are archived at 
www.cityofsouthlake.com

Terms and  
compensation
The mayor and council 
are elected at-large for 
three-year terms with a 
two term limit and without 
compensation.

Colleyville City Council

Southlake City Council
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The 2014–15 Colleyville City Council, from left to right: Chuck Mogged, Chris Putnam, 
Carol Wollin, Tom Hart, Mayor David Kelly, Jody Short and Mike Taylor.

The 2014–15 Southlake City Council, from left to right: Shahid Shafi, Laura Hill, Gary 
Fawks, Mayor John Terrell, Carolyn Morris, Randy Williamson and Brandon Bledsoe.

Meetings
The City Council meets at 
7:30 p.m. the first and third 
Tuesday of the month. 
Colleyville City Hall, 
100 Main St., Colleyville 
817-503-1000 
www.colleyville.com

Top issues for 2015
• First hotel in Colleyville 

The council has yet to vote on a pro-
posed five-story Hampton Inn & Suites, 
the first in the city, which would be 
located on SH 121 next to La Hacienda 
Ranch. The restaurant is opposed to the 
hotel because of the number of building 
code variances it is requesting. 

• Glade Road 
Depending on how the May 9 election 
turns out, the city may have to decide on 
how to move forward with Glade Road. If 
citizens vote against reconstructing the 
road, the city will have to decide on how 
to repair the deteriorating road.

• SH 26 
The city will need to mitigate problems 
with construction and traffic delays as 
the 1.5-mile second phase of construc-
tion begins on SH 26.

• Comprehensive plan 
The city will roll out a new comprehen-
sive plan, which will guide how the city 
develops over the next 10-20 years. 
It has been a year in the making and 
entailed dozens of public meetings.

Big decisions made in 2014
• Railroad quiet zones 

The council approved the creation of rail-
road quiet zones in August in the city so 
trains do not have to sound their horns 
when passing through the area. The proj-
ect was funded by a federal government 
grant and the Fort Worth Transportation 
Authority.

• Special election 
The council moved to hold a special 
election on May 9, 2015, on whether 
to reconstruct Glade Road. The city 
wants to reconstruct the road, add 
roundabouts and install trails, but some 
residents formed an opposition group 
and submitted a petition in October. The 
group wants to keep the heavily traveled 
road at two lanes to sustain the rural feel 
of the city and quality of life as well as 
protect mature trees and the property of 
adjacent landowners.

• More funds for street projects
With an increase of more than $2 million 
from the fiscal year 2013–14, the council  
dedicated more funds than in previous 
years to street and infrastructure projects 
to address the needs of Colleyville’s  
aging infrastructure.

Media coverage
Meetings are broadcast 
live on Verizon channel 16 
and Time Warner channel 
15. Replays air at 6 p.m. 
on the Thursdays and 
Sundays of meetings 
weeks. Webcasts are also 
available online.

Terms and  
compensation
The mayor and council 
serve two-year terms with 
no term limits and without 
compensation.

LeSaraLeSara $5 Off$5 Off  
$20 or more

Expires 2/18/15

5615 Colleyville Blvd., Suite 420 Colleyville, Texas 76034 • 817-581-1999
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Grapevine City Council

The 2014–15 Grapevine City Council also includes Shane Wilbanks, Sharron Spencer, 
Mike Lease, Darlene Freed, Chris Coy and Duff O’Dell.

City Council group photo was unavailable at this time.

Meetings
The City Council meets 
at 7:30 p.m. the first and 
third Tuesday of the month.
Grapevine City Hall, 
200 S. Main St., Grapevine 
817-410-3000 
www.grapevinetexas.gov

Top issues for 2015
• FM 2499 

The major reconstruction of FM 2499 will 
continue to cause delays for motorists 
throughout the year. The city will work 
closely with the contractor and the state 
to do as much as possible to alleviate 
problems.

• Next big development 
Grapevine hired HR&A Advisors to over-
see a consulting and development effort 
aimed at driving sales tax revenue. The 
goal is to get the “next big attraction” for 
one of the last large-scale tracts of land 
in the city.

The 185-acres of land, north of Grape-
vine Mills and SH 121, was purchased 
from former Texas Rangers first baseman 
Rafael Palmeiro in 2013. The land was 
purchased by the city for $29.5 million; it 
is appraised at $43 million.

• Grapevine Mills Renovation
The outlet mall will undergo a $40 million 
dollar renovation that includes added 
mall entrances, new floors, new lighting 
and group seating throughout the com-
plex. The renovation will be its first since 
opening 17 years ago. Renovations are 
expected to be completed by October.

• Public safety building
Grapevine has acquired a tract of land 
on Ira E. Woods Avenue west of the in-
tersection at William D. Tate for the con-
struction of a new public safety building. 
The site is a short distance from the 
current police station. The new building 
will house the police department, deten-
tion unit, fire department, administration, 
emergency operation center, municipal 
court and the information technology 
department. Construction is expected to 
begin in early 2015.

Big decisions made in 2014
• Digital meetings 

Grapevine began live-streaming public 
meetings through Plano-based company 
Swagit in June. The city spent about 
$60,000 on equipment in order to stream 
the meetings. Previously, the city only 
posted audio recordings of the meet-
ings to its website; a watchdog group 
called A Better Grapevine was previously 
recording the meetings and posting the 
video to YouTube every week.

• Property tax reduction  
Grapevine’s residential property ap-
praisal values increased by 5.4 percent in 
2014, prompting the council to approve a 
budget that reduced property tax to the 
effective rate of $0.332439 per $100 of 
valuation. The fiscal year 2014–15 bud-
get shows revenue is up 4.01 percent 
from last year’s budget to $59,995,486.

• Brewery permit structure  
The council changed its brewery permit 
structure to allow for on premises 
consumption of beer at breweries. 
This change allowed for the city’s first 
brewery, Grapevine Craft Brewery, to 
break ground on Nov. 12 in Downtown 
Grapevine.

• Yard waste pickup
Beginning in March, Grapevine launched 
a new yard waste pickup program to 
divert biodegradeable yard waste away 
from the landfill. After city officials found 
that much of the weekly bulk pickup 
consisted of brush and yard waste, 
officials started a pilot program in 2013 
which received favorable feedback. The 
council approved the new program in 
February. Dates of brush, yard waste and 
bulk pickup can be followed through the 
smartphone app “My Waste.”

TV Coverage
Video is streamed live 
during meetings and 
posted on the city website 
the following day at  
www.grapevinetexas.gov

Terms and  
compensation
The mayor receives a 
stipend of $460.61 per 
month, and council 
members each receives a 
stipend of $212.75  
per month.
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Mayor William D. Tate

“I want to try and create 
more excitement [in 
Grapevine] and continue to 
build on this uniqueness—
the ‘something special.’”

William D. Tate,  
Grapevine mayor

Compiled Kyle G. Horst
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All dogs get fresh air in the outdoor yard 
with freshly manicured St. Augustine.

Speciality treats and other accessories 
can be purchased at Elite Suites.

By Kyle G. Horst 

P rivate manicured yards, 
widescreen televisions and 
webcams are typically luxu-

ries for humans, but every guest at 
Elite Suites Pet Resort gets all three.

Elite Suites, a luxury pet groom-
ery, hotel and day care, was opened 
in 2005 by Dave and Jenny Shackel-
ford. It features wrought-iron suites 
with matching beds, a television in 
each room and webcams so owners 
can check in on their pets while they 
are away.

Special concrete and waste dis-
posal systems keep unpleasant odors 
to a minimum.

The city wanted the couple to set 
up just an indoor exercise area, but 
Dave said no.

Elite Suites 
Pet Resort
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2201 E. Continental Blvd., 
Southlake • 817-442-1709 
www.elitesuites.com 
Hours: 7 a.m.–8:30 p.m. daily

817-789-5625 
www.coutureinacan.com

By Kyle G. Horst

Couture in  
a Can
Boutique makes 
mobile housecalls

E. Continental 
Blvd.
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Depending on the season, there could 
be anywhere from 15-20 designer lines 
featured in the rolling boutique.

There is a $250 deposit required to book 
the Couture in a Can; the entire deposit 
can be put towards clothing purchases.

N ot every business needs a 
storefront to be successful. 
For one business, all that is 

needed is a recreational vehicle, pink 
carpet and a stellar idea. Owners 
Rosie Van-Dalton and Susie Brandt 
have been rolling up to homes in 
their customized Airstream RV 
for two years now to sell premium 
denim and retro dresses directly to 
their customers.

The idea for the Couture in a Can 
mobile boutique first started as 
an offhand comment from Brandt 

who wished for her own boutique. 
That idea evolved into gutting a 
850-square-foot recreational vehicle 
so it could be used as a mobile retail 
boutique vehicle.

After several successful years, 
Brandt said that the duo is preparing 
to launch a second trailer.

“We’re getting ready to debut our 
second trailer,” Brandt said. “We are 
probably going to launch it outside 
[the Dallas-Fort Worth] area.”

Couture in a Can is also in talks 
with a manufacturer to launch its 
own exclusive clothing label.

“If the manufacturer fits, it will 
launch in 2015,” Brandt said.

Couture in a Can does not have a 
physical storefront.

Dave said that dogs need fresh 
air, so there are also private outdoor 
yards, including one with artificial 
turf that can be used on rainy days.

Segments of St. Augustine grass 
are used for a period, then closed off 
to recuperate. One portion is covered 
in artificial turf for use when it rains 
so muddy paws are not a problem.
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Mac’s on Main
Eatery changes name, adds healthier menu items

Citrus Bistro 
Seafood 
Restaurant
French restaurant 
offers ladies night,  food 
specials and marriages
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Owner Rena Frost sits inside her new 
restaurant located on Main Street.

Pan-seared Chilean Sea Bass over 
tomatoes and asparagus with a Sriracha 
Beurre blanc sauce is a speciality dish.

By Sherelle Black

By Sherelle Black

A fter 14 years at its Colleyville 
location, Mac’s Steak & Sea-
food relocated to Grapevine’s 

historic Main Street in October. With 
the move came a new name, Mac’s on 
Main, which owner Rena Frost said 
would help differentiate the restaurant 
from others on the street.

“We wanted a new name that was 
not too formal and didn’t come across 
as expensive or inexpensive, but right 
in the middle,” she said. 

Although the new location may be 
half the size of the former restaurant, 
it does have two patios, something 
the other location did not feature. In 
having a smaller kitchen, Frost said she 
decided to remove some items from the 
menu and add healthier options, such 
as the blackened or grilled red snapper 
($20.95) and the shrimp with citrus 
beurre blanc sauce ($16.95). Other 
changes include an expanded wine list, 
homemade desserts, a fresh vegetable 
of the day, local beers on draft, a 
revised lunch menu and a happy hour 
throughout the restaurant rather than 
just at the bar.

C onstruction on SH 26 has 
affected a lot of businesses 
along Colleyville Boulevard, 

including Citrus Bistro Seafood Res-
taurant, owner Nanou Viriot said. 
“We have been affected, but what 
has helped us is that our customers 
love our service and food,” she said. 
“When you look at Yelp and other 
reviews, we are rated five stars.”

Viriot said during the past year the 
restaurant has added several spe-
cials to attract new customers to its 
fresh seafood dishes. From Monday 
through Thursday, a three-course lob-
ster menu is available for $39.95, and 
a three-course early bird menu from      
5 to 6 p.m. is offered for $29.95. The 
Sunday brunch, $25, at Citrus Bistro 
is different from most as it comes with 
endless mimosas. Viriot and co-owner 
Jean-Loup Schyns also added a ladies 
night every Wednesday from 4 p.m. to 

909 S. Main St., Ste. 110, 
Grapevine.  
817-251-6227 
www.macsteak.com 
Hours: Mon.–Thurs. 11 a.m.-3 p.m., 
4:30–9:30 p.m., 
Fri.–Sat. 11 a.m.–3 p.m., 4:30–10 p.m., 
Sun. 10 a.m.–2:30 p.m., 4:30–9:30 p.m.

5005 Colleyville Blvd., Ste. 240, 
Colleyville  
817-281-6282 
www.citrusbistro.com 
Hours: Mon.–Fri. 11 a.m.-2 p.m.,  
5-10 p.m., Sat. 5-10 p.m.,  
Sun. 11 a.m.-3 p.m.

close offering 50 percent off all drinks 
at the bar. Schyns said the restau-
rant also caters to men with football 
special nights that include specials on 
wings, hamburgers and sandwiches.

Besides being one of few restaurants 
in the area that offers French cuisine, 
entertainment on the weekends and 
weekly special menus, Citrus Bistro 
can also be rented out as a wedding 
venue or for corporate events.
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WINE TASTING ROOM

LOCATED IN THE GRAPEVINE  
HISTORIC DISTRICT

MON. – THURS.: 11AM-9:30 PM
FRI. & SAT.: 11AM-10:30 PM

SUNDAYS: 1PM-7PM

817.251.9463
211 E. WORTH

GRAPEVINE, TX

HomesteadWinery.com

10% OFF A CASE OF 
INTERNATIONAL WINES

15% OFF A CASE OF 
HOMESTEAD WINES

JANUARY 30TH & 31ST AND 
FEBRUARY 1ST ONLY. 

JUST IN TIME FOR 
THE BIG GAME! 

SELL YOUR HOME FOR 
MORE MONEY IN LESS TIME!

Tim Hayes
Co-owner/Broker

www.ViewAllHomesHere.com. One Address. Hundreds of Properties!
1230 South Main Street • Grapevine • Ph: 817-865-7817 • Cell: 817.239.7255
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February

07 Sweetheart Dance
The theme for this year’s dance in 

Southlake is “Abracadabra, All-aka-zoo.” 
A DJ is on hand, and there are games for 
children to play plus treats. Limo rides 
around Southlake Town Square are also 
available. 7 p.m. $12, preregistration 
required. Southlake Town Hall lobby, 1500 
Main St., Southlake. 817-748-8019.  
www.cityofsouthlake.com

13 Northeast Tarrant 
Transportation Summit

Now in its sixth year, the summit, hosted by 
Tarrant County Commissioner Gary Fickes, 
has grown to become one of the premier 
transportation events in Texas. The event 
showcases a variety of speakers, special 
topic panels, and open discussion on the 
current state of transportation 8:30 a.m.– 
1:30 p.m. $25. Hurst Conference Center, 
1601 Campus Drive, Hurst. 817-581-3600.  
www.netransportationsummit.com

Texas Tales in Story,  
Song and Art
See author Phillipp Meyer 

and songwriter Grace Pettis at this 
Dallas Museum of Art event. Meyer’s 
novel, “The Son,” was a Pulitzer Prize 
finalist for fiction in 2014. Pettis has 
earned a reputation as a respected 
songwriter and performer. She has been 
praised for her songwriting prowess and 
her clear, emotive vocals. 6:30 p.m. $35 
(adults), $15 (students). Dallas Museum 
of Art, 1717 N. Harwood, Dallas.       
214-922-1200.  
www.dma.org
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23 Courthouse grand opening
Tour the new 42,000-square-foot 

courthouse and meet local officials from 
the area at the ribbon-cutting celebration 
for the new Northeast Tarrant County 
Courthouse. The new facility features 300 
parking spaces and houses offices for the 
county clerk, tax assessor, constable and 
justice of the peace. 11 a.m. Free. Tarrant 
County Courthouse, 645 Grapevine Hwy., 
Hurst. 817-884-1111.  
http://access.tarrantcounty.com

29 Colleyville State of the City
The city of Colleyville hosts its sixth 

annual State of the City, which is designed 
as a one-stop shop for information and 
questions from the public about anything 
to do with the city. The presentation covers 
notable achievements from 2014 and looks 
at the budget, economic development and 
construction projects that will take place 
in 2015. The presentation is preceded 
by an open house; all city departments 
are available for questions. 6 p.m. Free. 
Colleyville Center, 5391 Riverwalk Drive, 
Colleyville. 817-448-7148.  
www.colleyville.com

29 Grapevine Community Awards 
Banquet 

Hosted by the Grapevine Chamber of 
Commerce, awards include the Don Ramey 
Community Spirit Award, Ted Willhoite 
Legacy Award, D.E. Box Citizen of the 
Year Award, Business Hall of Fame Award, 
Chamber Member of the Year Award and 
the Women’s Division Woman of the Year 
Award. 6:30 p.m. $55. Hilton DFW Lakes 
Executive Conference Center, 1800 E. SH 26, 
Grapevine. 817-410-3185.  
www.grapevinechamber.org

30 Winter Ball
Designed as a celebration of the 

bond between fathers and daughters and 
mothers and their sons, the Colleyville Parks 
and Recreation Department is putting on 
its second Winter Ball. The gala is open to 
boys and girls—ages 4-12 years and they 
can bring their father or mother figure of their 
choice. A DJ provides music; refreshments 
are also available. 7–9 p.m. $25, $10 (for 
each additional child); tickets should be 
purchased in advance. Colleyville Center, 
5391 Riverwalk Drive, Colleyville.  
817-503-1180. www.colleyville.com

CALENDAR
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Worth the TRIP

Compiled by Kyle G. Horst

Find more or submit Grapevine, 
Colleyville, Southlake events at  
impactnews.com/gcs–calendar.

To have Grapevine, Colleyville, 
Southlake events considered for the 
print edition, they must be submitted 
online by the fourth Friday of the 
preceding month.

Online Calendar

* Certain types of hearing loss may require a hearing aid model that is not appropriate for the Three Week Free Trial. See center for details. Lyric excluded. ‡ As a member of the 
Connect Hearing network, if we don’t already have the lowest price, we will match any valid competitor quote or advertised price on hearing aids within 60 days of purchase. † 
0% financing offer is subject to credit approval. If at the time of your application you do not meet the credit criteria previously established for this offer, or the income you report 
is insufficient based on your obligations, we may not be able to offer this financing. Complimentary hearing screening and consultation required. Some restrictions apply. **The 
3 year warranty is valid starting from the date of invoice. This limited warranty covers manufacturing and material defects in the hearing aid itself, but not accessories such as 

batteries, tubes, ear modules, external receivers. The warranty includes 3 year loss and damage coverage that can be redeemed ONE 
TIME and requires a deductible of $450. ††3 years FREE batteries with hearing aid purchase. Must be a current patient of Connect 
Hearing to continue to receive benefits under Connect Advantage Call for details. 

Stay Connected. Call or visit us today!
1.888.4CONNECT • connecthearing.com

(1.888.426.6632)

Most insurances accepted including Blue Cross Blue Shield, Humana, Aetna & Cigna

Book a FREE hearing evaluation today and receive these exclusive benefits: 

• Connect Hearing Price Match Guarantee‡

• 0% Financing†

• 3 Year Warranty and 3 Year Loss & Damage **

• 3 years of free batteries ††

GET A 3-WEEK  
HEARING AID TRIAL*

It’s absolutely FREE!

1-888-627-0662
Bedford  –  316 Harwood

inviting atmosphere    casual fine dining    exceptional service

and seafood
(and famous Sunday Brunch!) 

h a s  m o v e d

The area’s 
favorite spot for 
prime rib, steaks 

to 
909 S Main St., 

Ste. 110 
Grapevine

NOW OPEN!
Enjoy our Patio 
Dining now that 
cooler weather

has arrived

Loctated at Main Street 
& Dallas Road, across 

from Legacy Bank
817.251.6227

909 S Main St. Ste. 110 | Grapevine, TX | 817-251-6227 | www.macsteak.com

Open Seven Days For: 
Lunch
Dinner

Sunday Brunch

Lunch 
Rewards 
Program

Dine with us and
Earn Rewards towards a

FREE $15 Lunch!
Dine with us for lunch 3 times between 

January 18th and February 28th to earn 
your rewards gift card towards a free $15 

lunch, redeemable the month of March.

Ask Your Waiter about The Lunch Rewards and 
receive a Rewards Gift Card that will be loaded with a 

$5.00 Reward when you purchase a Lunch Entrée.
Maximum value is $15.00 and may be used for lunch entrées only, 

during the month of March 2015. Will not be replaced if lost or stolen. 
No Alcohol. No Cash Value. Expires March 31, 2015.
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T he nonprofit group Kids Mat-
ter International has been 
making big waves in the area 

since 2006. Their mission: to help 
children in crisis.

With the support of volunteers, 
both private and corporate, and 
donations, Kids Matter has clothed, 
fed, educated and enchanted the lives 
of thousands of children and their 
families.

On Nov. 18, Kids Matter held its 
biggest event of the year, Around the 
Block, at the Southlake Kohl’s depart-
ment store. Many organizations came 
together to provide clothing for 930 
kids as well as dinner, a new pair of 
shoes, a backpack and a book.

“The 930 kids we helped in one 
night is probably our biggest number 
ever,” said Joe King, president and 
CEO of Kids Matter.

“You know what? I’m the luckiest 
guy in the world. I just enjoy myself 
helping other people and I can’t tell 
you what a great feeling that is,” King 
said. “And it’s amazing that I can do it 
because of the volunteers, the donors 
and the people in our community 
that just support us. If they see a 

cause or a need, they come running—
and that is amazing. It’s real easy for 
me to do what I do in a community 
that is so giving of its resources, its 
time, its talent and its finances.”

One of the things that Kids Matter 
prides itself in is the ability to take a 
monetary donation, $100 for example, 
and pass all of it forward to a child in 
crisis and then some.

“If someone donates $100, a kid 
gets to spend $100,” King said. “First 
off, Kohl’s deep discounts everything 
for us, then when they come out they 
get a new pair of shoes, they get a 
backpack, they get a book … it comes 
out that if you give me $100, that kid 
gets $170 to $180, and it is because we 
have a well organized plan that came 
together and people cared—it’s that 
simple.”

The annual Around the Block 
program pairs needy children from 
around the area (typically selected 
by teachers, guidance counselors and 
other organizations) with a volunteer 
personal shopper who helps each 
child pick out clothes. For many of 
the children, the Around the Block 
program is the first time that they 

will ever step foot into a department 
store.

The time and effort that King 
puts in for the charity have not gone 
unnoticed: He was named Citizen of 
the Year by the Southlake Chamber 
of Commerce in June.

As high-profile as the charity is 
now, Kids Matter came from humble 
beginnings.

In June 2006, a group of six people 
went to Guatemala to visit a Chris-
tian orphanage that was in need of 
assistance. They had 32 children and 
the group saw the need and also had 
the desire to help.

So the group first established a 
charity in the U.S. and created a 
board. King was asked to run the day-
to-day operations.

Today, that orphanage is a library 
and a school as well. Those 32 kids 
go to school there and children from 
around the area can also attend the 
school if they pay tuition, which has 
enabled the orphanage to be self-
sustaining.

“Our mission is simple ‘helping 
children in crisis.’ That’s it. Four 
words,” King said.

Kids Matter International
Southlake organization helps children in crisis

NONPROFIT

Kids Matter International

535 S. Nolen Drive, Ste. 300, 
Southlake
817-488-7679
www.kidsmatterinternational.org
Hours: Mon.–Fri. 9 a.m.–5 p.m.

Upon walking into Kohl’s, each child was given a bag and a big 
smile before they went shopping for the clothing they needed.
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By Kyle G. Horst

The annual Around the Block event helped 930 kids in Southlake this 
year, the largest single day event in the organization history.

After picking out $100 in clothes, each child picked up an orange 
bag that contained a pair of shoes, a backpack and a lunch.

In 2012, the Ryan Palmer Foundation for Literacy donated 
backpacks that were distributed by Kids Matter to 11 states.
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NOW
HIRING

Submit your resume to jobs@impactnews.com

EDITORIAL, SALES & DESIGN POSITIONS

Is working within your community what you’ve been searching for?

Are “passionate” and “professional” words that describe you?

We’re looking to speak with you.
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completed at the same time as the FM 2499 
project in 2017.

Southlake
The second phase of reconstruction on 

FM 1938 will also begin in 2014.
Improvements will begin at SH 114 and 

extend south toward FM 1709. The road-
way will be six lanes from SH 114 to Dove 
Road and be four lanes from Dove Road to 
FM 1709. It will be a divided road with a 
center median, curb and gutter.

In addition to widening and improving 
the road, the project will also add an 8-foot 
trail along the east side of Randol Mill 
Bend to FM 1709, a 5-foot sidewalk along 
the west side of Randol Mill Bend, addi-
tional drainage, and install a new 12-inch 
water line and 30-inch water main.

Phase 1 of the project was completed in 
2012.

“The gap between Phase 1 and 2 was due 
to a few things such as the Texas Depart-
ment of Transportation needing to com-
plete an engineering design of this sec-
tion of the project,” said Blake Williams, 
assistant to the public works director, in 
an email. “Local funding needed to pay for 
that engineering design and the logistics of 
multiple entities working together on such 
a high profile and complex project.”

A dedicated U-turn was completed in 
2014 over SH 114. The project was created 
to ease traffic congestion at the intersection 
of North Carroll Avenue and SH 114 by 
constructing a new protected U-turn lane.

Colleyville
SH 26 on the other hand will continue to 

be a headache to drivers in 2015 and years 
to come.

“Right now the city water and sewer lines 
are being moved from under the road,” 
Colleyville Public Works Director Bob 
Lowry said. “Gas, electric and telecommu-
nications are also being moved.”

The good news is that SH 26 Phase 1 
from John McCain Road to just north of 
Pool-Brumlow Road should be substan-
tially complete by April, Lowry said.

The second phase of the SH 26 project is 
supposed to start sometime in 2015. Phase 
2 is projected to take up to three years to 
complete.

“Everybody complains [about trans-
portation],” Lowry said. “But they need to 
go to Washington D.C., San Francisco or 
somewhere else so they would understand 
that we don’t really have a [major] problem 
here.”

In August and September, Lavaca Trail 
received some much needed attention: Tar-
rant County crews ripped up the road and 
replaced it with six inches of asphalt where 
there used to be only two inches. Jackson 
Road between Glade Road and Little Bear 
Creek also received the same treatment in 
September and October.

Lowry also expects the roundabout at 
the intersection of Cheek-Sparger and 
Jackson roads will be completed sometime 
in February.

“That will be a major mobility improve-
ment by getting rid of a four-way stop sign,” 
Lowry said.

This is Colleyville’s fourth roundabout 
— the other three are at the intersection of 
Glade Road and Pool and Jackson roads, 
Bogart Road and Hall and Johnson roads, 
and John McCain and Pleasant Run roads.

However, plans to improve or recon-
struct Glade Road have been put on hold so 
that the public can vote in a special election 
on the proposed project.

The proposed $20.8 million project was 
first brought forward in 2013, and it fea-
tures a roundabout at Riverwalk Drive and 
new sidewalks and trails.

In October 2014, a petition with over 
800 signatures was presented to the Col-
leyville City Council asking it to limit the 
reconstruction on Glade Road. The council 
opted to send the matter to voters in a spe-
cial election set for May 9, 2015.

“Voters get to decide what happens with 
that, so we won’t know what happens until 
the May election,” Lowry said. “But we have 
to do something with it—even if we just 
repave what’s there—because the road is 
not in very good condition, and some parts 
are just falling apart.”

“There will always be reconstruction,” 
Lowry said. “Nothing lasts forever.”

Construction
Continued from | 1 The proposed TEX Rail is a 27-mile long commuter 

train route that would follow existing rail lines 
from the north entrance of the Dallas/Fort Worth 
International Airport through Grapevine and then to 
downtown Fort Worth. The route will provide direct 
access to the Trinity Railway Express, Amtrak and the 
T’s downtown bus transfer center. Passenger service 
is expected to begin in 2018.
Timeline: Construction to begin in 2016; first 
passengers expected in 2018
Cost: $800 million
Funding sources: Federal loans, municipal bonds, 
municipal sales tax

The DFW Connector project expanded roadway 
capacity in an 8.4-mile area where four highways 
converge including SH 114 and SH 121 in Grapevine. 
The project involved construction of two interchanges 
and about 39 bridges on SH 114, SH 121, and new 
frontage roads between William D. Tate Avenue and 
SH 114. At the widest point, the corridor is 24 lanes 
wide.
Timeline: February 2010 to March 2014.
Cost: $1.02 billion
Funding sources: Federal funds, gas tax and stimulus 
funds

The 13.3-mile-long Northeast Tarrant Expressway 
opened the first week of October and includes sections 
of SH 121 and SH 183 and Loop 820.
The project mixes free and tolled lanes, and the 
managed toll lane guarantees drivers a minimum speed 
of 50 mph. Tolls start at $0.90 during off-hours and 

peak at $3.90 during the morning rush.
Timeline: October 2010 - Oct. 4, 2014
Cost: $2.5 billion
Funding sources: $573 million from the TxDOT; federal 
loans, private bonds

The highway used by thousands of commuters to 
Dallas from Northeast Tarrant County still has about 
one year of construction left. The project started in 
October 2011. Segment 1 from Loop 12 to Valwood 
Parkway is scheduled to open mid-2015. Segment 2 
from Josey Lane to Welch Road is expected to open 
by the end of 2015. Segment 3 from Josey Lane 
to Preston Road is scheduled to be completed by 
December. 
Timeline: Early 2011 to end the of 2015
Cost: $2.1 billion
Funding sources: $2.1 from LBJ Infrastructure Group, 
$490 million from taxpayers
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*Most recent statistics from 2012 | **For reference, a four-lane divided suburban highway can handle a peak traffic flow of 3,700 cars per hour. Six-lanes can handle 5,500 cars per hour.

C

B

A
E

F

L

H

I

J

D

Average daily 
traffic count*

HIGHWAY 26 

FM 2499

Average daily 
traffic count*

Average daily 
traffic count*

CHEEKSPARGER 
ROUNDABOUT SH 121

27,000 
vehicles

20,000 
vehicles

22,400 
vehicles

43,000 
vehicles

Average daily  
traffic count*

FM 1938

Average daily 
traffic count*

107,000 
vehicles

Map not to scale

360

114

114

121

26

26

26

26

183

121

121

121

114

114

635

LAKE GRAPEVINE

DALLAS / 
FORT WORTH

INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT

SOUTHLAKE

GRAPEVINE

COLLEYVILLE

G

Southlake Blvd.

Hall Johnson Rd.

Pr
ec

inc
t L

ine
 R

d.

Tinker Rd.

John 
McCain Rd.

Ki
mb

all
 Av

e.

Ca
rro

ll A
ve

.

Br
um

low
 

Av
e.

Po
ol 

Rd
.

Wh
ite

 Ch
ap

el 
Bl

vd
.

Sh
ad

y O
ak

 D
r.

Ra
nd

ol 
Mi

ll A
ve

.

Da
vis

 Bl
vd

.

Da
vis

 Bl
vd

.

Pl
ea

sa
nt

 R
un

 R
d.

W L D 
Lockett Rd.

Ma
in 

St
.

Cheek Sparger Rd.Ja
cks

on
 Rd

.

Glade Rd.

Dove Rd.

    PROJECTS UNDER 
                 CONSTRUCTION

Dozens and dozens of road construction projects occur every year; this map contains some of the larger projects that have recently been completed or are scheduled to start in 2015. All of these projects are on heavily traveled roads and could cause traffic delays.

According to Grapevine Public Works 
Administrative Manager Carol M. 
Marchant, Director Stan Laster will 
make a presentation to the Grapevine 
City Council on Feb. 3 to outline local 
projects the department would like to 
complete in 2015. No information on 
potential projects is being released 
until the presentation.
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S FM 1938 improvements
Cost: $31.9 million
Completion date: 2017

A

Shady Oaks Drive street improvements
Cost: $1.25 million
Completion date: 2015

B

North Kimball Avenue street widening
Cost: $10.8 million
Completion date: Early 2015

E

South White Chapel Boulevard repairs
Cost: $150,000
Completion date: 2015

F

Pleasant Run Road reconstruction
Cost: $2.01 million
Completion date: Late 2015

H

SH 26 Phase 2 reconstruction
Cost: $36.5 million
Completion date: End of 2018

I

SH 26 Phase 1 reconstruction
Cost: $12.9 million
Completion date: May 2015

K

William D. Tate Ave. ramps to SH 121/360
Cost: $17 million
Completion date: End of 2017

L

FM 2499 reconstruction
Cost: $90 million
Completion date: End of 2017

M

SH 121 widening
Cost: $58.8 million
Completion date: End of 2017

N

North White Chapel Boulevard project
Cost: $10.4 million
Completion date: TBD, project still in 
engineering phase

C

Dedicated U-turn over SH 114
Cost: $2 million
Completion date: October 2014

D

Jackson/Cheek-Sparger roads roundabout
Cost:$1.9 million
Completion date: February 2015

J

S. White Chapel bridge
Cost: $150,000
Completion date: January 2015
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Design by Jean Henric
Sources: city of Southlake, city of Colleyville, city of Grapevine, TxDOT, North Central Texas Council of Governments

Monday to Friday
8 am to 5 pm

817-488-2272
711 E. Southlake Blvd. #100

Southlake, TX

Dr. Carrie Ann Mark
Board Certifi ed Feline Specialist

 www.kittentocathospital.com
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Michael Morris
North Central Texas Council of Governments 
Director of Transportation

Editor’s note: Coffee with Impact is an occasional feature with leaders from various sec-
tors who are making a difference in the Dallas-Fort Worth area.

Compiled by Lindsey Juarez
Michael Morris said he does not like to see the same thing twice, which is why being 

the director of transportation for the North Central Texas Council of Governments is an 
attractive position.

Morris said the Dallas-Fort Worth metropolitan area keeps transportation interesting, 
and every day is a different challenge because of the diverse nature of the growing region.

Morris has been with the NCTCOG, the metropolitan planning organization for the 
region, since 1979, the same year he received his master’s degree in civil engineering from 
State University of New York at Buffalo. 

He’s been the director of transportation since 1990.
Morris also previously served as the Transportation Research Board Executive Commit-

tee chairman and a national associate for the National Academies. He is a registered Texas 
professional engineer.

What are the biggest issues that you 
think face transportation today  
in the North Texas region?

Money is probably one. You’ll never 
have enough money, so constraints breed 
innovation. Our No. 1 issue is probably 
revenues. 

Second is probably the demand. 
[Approximately] 6.8 million people live in 
the region. We grow at 100,000 people a 
year—that’s a million people a decade—
and have since 1960. Three million more 
people are on their way. Our office as the 
metropolitan planning organization is 
responsible for that growth. [We] don’t 
have the luxury to look out the window 
and plan for tomorrow. We have to stand 
up and plan for 10 1/2 million people and 
try to do the right thing today for 10 1/2 
million people in the future. 

[Also], I wish we had a communication 
system–and this is a role you can play–
where you can really debate the real issues 
instead of debate what we call “tennis jour-
nalism” where someone captures a quote 
and hits it into the other person’s court, 
and then they’re trying to respond, and 
they hit it back. These are really important 
issues, and they’re very complicated issues. 

So the ability of actually communicating, 
debating really the future of the region—
which is so important—that will be our 
third challenge.

Where did the toll road funding 
model originate for the region? 

In the early ’80s, the federal government 
changed our rules and regulations on how 
we develop a [transportation] plan. Previ-
ous to that, in the ’70s and early ’80s, if a 
project was warranted, we would put it in 
our transportation plan. Our transporta-
tion plan always had everything: we had all 
these rail lines and roadways. And people 
would say, “Well, what are you really going 
to focus on?” Oh, I don’t know. This plan 
has eight times or 10 times what we actu-
ally can afford. The federal government 
said, ‘Well, in your rules and regulations, 
you’re misleading people,’ to which we 
agreed 100 percent. I think the best thing 
the federal government ever did was 
require plans. There’s 330 of us across the 
country, metropolitan planning organiza-
tions. Every region has one like us, and we 
all operate by the same rules. You can’t put 
anything in the transportation plan that is 
not financially constrained. 

So, we looked at this maintenance issue 
that [the Texas Department of Transporta-
tion] was facing. All of our money came 
off the top, we put it into maintenance, we 
had very little money left over, and we said, 
‘Well, we still have to build a rail system, 
build more thoroughfare streets.’ The only 
way our region’s going to survive—and 
thank God we did this—is if we have any 
additional capacity, it’s going to have to be 
tolled. 

The three rules in the early ’90s we came 
up with was any new roadway or right of 
way would be a toll road, any additional 
lanes to a current freeway we would make 
express lanes and toll—we call those tolled 
managed lanes—and we would never 
convert a free lane into a toll lane in the 
region. So, a freeway like [I-635] had eight 
lanes. It’ll be free eight lanes forever. Then, 
the toll that we collect on the express lanes 
will rebuild and maintain from right-of-
way to right-of-way the whole corridor, not 
just the express lanes. 

That later became state law. The legisla-
ture took that policy. In Texas, you can’t 
convert any free lanes into toll lanes, which 
came out of our region as part of that 
process.

What are your thoughts on the recent 
passage of Proposition 1?

As an engineer and as a government 
employee, we couldn’t tell people how they 
should vote. But we’re clapping inside. 
We’re happy Proposition 1 passed for two 
reasons. 

One, it’s $1.75 billion a year for the 
first year—we’ll see where gasoline prices 
go. For our region, that’s probably $300 
[million] to $400 million for our share 
of the $1.75 billion. So, more revenue for 
transportation, which is my first challenge, 
that’s positive. 

But, more importantly, No. 2, is the 
pendulum. We’ve been short revenues 
for so long. Several of your questions ask 
how we’ve done innovated finance and 
how we have $12 million worth of projects 
underway. That’s through toll elements: 
either toll roads or toll express lanes like 
on [I-635]. Well, our elected officials would 
like to see this pendulum swing back more 
as a pay-as-you-go, more of a traditional 
system. So, this takes us 20 percent of the 
way back, if you believe, which we do that 
TxDOT has a $5 billion a year shortfall in 
transportation. So Prop. 1 is a very positive 
first step.
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COFFEE WITH IMPACT

Michael Morris is the director of transportation for the North Central Texas Council of Governments, which is 
the area’s metropolitan planning organization. 

NOW OFFERING NON SURGICAL 
MEDICAL WEIGHT LOSS PROGRAM 

FOR MEN AND WOMEN
Certifi ed in Laparoscopic Robotic Surgery

Baylor Grapevine Regional Medical Center Professional Offi ce Building

**NOW SEEING PATIENTS AT FOREST PARK MEDICAL CENTER SOUTHLAKE AND

TEXAS HEALTH HARRIS METHODIST HOSPITAL ALLIANCE.**
1600 WEST COLLEGE STREET, SUITE 260 • GRAPEVINE, TEXAS 76051 • 817 310-3775 • www.drmoser.net

Most major insurance plans accepted
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High Risk-OB Care • Infertility • Urogynecology
Endometrial Ablations • Essure-Sterilization

Doreen A. Moser, D.O. FACOG

Diana Squires
682-597-6300

1230 S. Main St. • Grapevine, TX 76051
Email: DianaSquires@yahoo.com
Web: SoldBySquires.com

• Investor/Distressed Properties/Foreclosures
• Luxury Homes
• New Construction/Remodels
• Equestrian and Ranch Properties
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Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this data, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

Market Data
On the market  (January)

Number of homes for sale/Average days on the market

Price Range 76034 76051 76092

Less than $100,000 - - -

$100,000–$149,999 1/6 - -

$150,000–$199,999 5/46 - 1/55

$200,000–$299,999 29/45 5/93 2/153

$300,000–$399,999 21/78 14/62 3/57

$400,000–$499,999 15/57 20/89 15/91

$500,000–$749,999 30/109 42/97 65/144

$750,000–$999,999 6/58 27/107 38/114

$1 million + - 15/130 70/138

Price 76034 76051 76092

$1,000,000

$900,000

$800,000

$700,000

$600,000

$500,000

$400,000

$300,000

$200,000

$100,000

–

Median price of homes sold   Dec. 2013 vs.   Dec. 2014

REAL ESTATE

Located in northeast Colleyville, the Villas 
at Oak Pointe is expected to have 91 homes 
when build-out is complete.

Neighborhood amenities include a private 
neighborhood park and lake, a jogging and 
bike path, gated neighborhood entrance  
and a homeowners association.

Schools in proximity include Glenhope 
Elementary School, Cross Timbers Middle 
School and Grapevine High School.

Villas at Oak Pointe, Colleyville

1542 Pecan Crossing Drive $500,000

3 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath  3,365 sq. ft.
Agent: Peggy Tallal  214-704-4633 
Agency: Keller Williams Dallas Premier

6312 Brazos Court  $710,000

4 Bedroom / 4 Bath  4,241 sq. ft.
Agent: Roxann Taylor  877-416-2700
Agency: Engel and Völkers

6104 Brazos Court  $579,900

3 Bedroom / 3 Bath  2,835 sq. ft.
Agent: Randall Garrett  817-605-3355
Agency: Century 21 Tim Gauntt Co.

1604 Pecan Crossing Drive $419,000

3 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath  2,804 sq. ft.
Agent: Peggy Tallal  214-704-4633
Agency: Keller Williams Dallas Premier

Recent listings

FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD 

*As of 1/14/15

Build-out year: Ongoing

Number of homes (estimated): 91 

Average square footage: 3,333

Home values: $371,000–$811,000

HOA dues (estimated): $750 semiannually 

Nearby attractions: Village of Colleyville, Main 
Street Grapevine, Southlake Town Square, Dallas/
Fort Worth International Airport, Lake Grapevine

Property taxes (in dollars):

City of Colleyville  0.3539 
Tarrant County  0.2640 
Tarrant County College  0.1495 
Tarrant County Hospital  0.2279 
Grapevine–Colleyville ISD  1.3201

Total (per $100 value) 2.3154

7

Homes on 
the market*

$13,860

Median annual 
property taxes

$569,000

Median 
home value

126

Average days 
on the market*

1

Homes under 
contract*

$164

Median price 
per square foot
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Neighborhood data provided by 
Tim Hayes

RE/MAX on Main
817-239-7255, timhayes@remax.net

Professional service
with a personal touch

We can help make your home 
ownership dreams come true!

5004 Thompson Terrace #108 Colleyville, TX  76034 • 817-849-8630 • www.BevYoung.com

Bev Young
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Looking for
Coupons?

Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local 
and regional coupons

Just click and print
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