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in Republican primary runoff impactdeals.com
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Guide | 11
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charter school
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GCISD turns unexpected 
revenue into raises
Trustees approve districtwide impact
www.impactnews.com/dfw-metro

 Out of this world | 16
Latin fusion restaurant pulls flavors from 
across the globe

Commissioner race | 8 
Democrat Norm Lyons takes on 

incumbent Gary Fickes in November

Council approves millions to support renovation of major tax driver

Special election scheduled for Sept. 15 Slight growth means no 
debate on tax increases

Reimagining Grapevine Mills mall

Carroll ISD residents 
to vote on 2-cent TRE

Commissioners 
work through  
FY 2013 budget

By Rachel Slade 
For years, Grapevine Mills mall has been 

the City of Grapevine’s largest sales tax gen-
erator, encouraging additional retail and 
hospitality projects in the area and supple-
menting the city’s low property tax rate. 
Now with an estimated $40 million renova-
tion on the horizon, city officials are once again 
investing in the crown jewel of Grapevine’s 
economy. 

The City Council in June approved $10 mil-
lion in economic development incentives for 
Grapevine Mills with money from the mall’s tax 
increment financing district. And an additional 
$4 million is on the table for investment in the 
coming years.

“There are two kinds of malls: malls people 
go to and malls people used to go to,” City Man-
ager Bruno Rumbelow said. “It is in our interest 
to make sure this is a mall people always go to.” 

By Rachel Slade
Tarrant County commission-

ers will spend this month poring 
through the details of a roughly 
$475 million proposed budget 
before approving it in Septem-
ber, but they say one thing is for 
sure: the county tax rate will not 
increase this year.  

The county’s official budget 
planning process kicked off in May 
with every department providing a 
preliminary budget to the county 
Budget Director Debbie Schnei-
der. The outlook even at the time 
was OK financially, as commis-
sioners were anticipating that rev-
enues this year would mirror those 
of the 2012 fiscal year. But the 
county is currently anticipating a 
roughly 1.2 percent growth in tax-
able values this year. Just over 60 
percent of the increase the county 
will see in taxable values this year 
is the result of new properties 
coming online, and the remainder 
is the result of valuations going up 
on existing property. 

“So what does that mean? First 
thing it means is we are not raising 
our tax rate,” Precinct 3 Commis-
sioner Gary Fickes said. “The sec-
ond thing is we may be able to go 
ahead and make some of the pur-
chases that we’ve been holding off 
on for a long time.” 

Those purchases are primar-
ily in the area of road construc-
tion equipment used to maintain 
not only county roads, but also 
many city roads through county-
city partnerships. Commissioners 

Far-reaching impact 
In preparation for deciding the extent to 

which the city would support the mall’s renova-
tion, the City Council turned to an economic 
development analysis produced by Austin-
based consulting firm TXP. 

The 25-page report considers a number of 
factors in looking at the impact of Grapevine 
Mills, from “spillover” activity in the area to tax 
revenue to jobs, but the bottom line is simple: 
the mall is important. 

“While not a traditional expansion project, 
Grapevine Mills’ ongoing success or failure has 
a disproportionate impact on local employment 
and tax revenue,” the report’s summary reads. 
“The consequences of not adequately support-
ing Grapevine Mills could be significant.”

Grapevine Mills mall opened in October 
1997 and starting the following year, the city 

See TRE election | 13

See Budget | 14See Mills | 12 Grapevine Mills mall will undergo a roughly $40 mil-
lion renovation in the coming years.

By Rachel Slade
Carroll ISD trustees, 

eyeing a roughly $3 mil-
lion shortfall in the 2012-
13 budget, voted in July 
to call a special election 
this fall, asking resi-
dents to raise the tax rate. 
Before voters is a two-cent 
increase to the mainte-
nance & operations side 
of the district’s tax rate, a 
move that would cut the 
shortfall by an estimated 
$1.1 million this year. 

The 6-1 decision came 
after about two hours of 
discussion and a number 
of remarks from Southlake 

residents on both sides 
of the issue. Ultimately, 
though, board president 
Read Ballew reminded 
the crowd that all trust-
ees were voting on was 
whether to put the item 
before the public in a tax 
ratification election. 

“I think it’s expected 
of us to give the voters a 
choice,” he said. “By doing 
the TRE, we’re not pass-
ing the tax; we’re asking 
the public to tell us what 
they want us to do and get 
a true vote on it.”
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2011–12 Tax Rate

passes:

Fails:

Average CISD 
Home’s Taxable Value:

Proposed Tax Rate

Tax Impact if the TRE

*annually, based on the average cisd home value
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Sportage 

Starting at $18,9905

With advanced technology and bold styling,

the Sportage is the perfect crossover for

the road ahead.

•  Impressive 31 MPG/HWY6 on the Sportage 2.4L I4

•  IIHS “Top Safety Pick”3

Forte 

Starting at $15,6905

The Forte redefi nes the standards of

compact sedans with technology,

power and space.

•  Class-leading 37 MPG/HWY7

with EX Fuel Economy Package

•  IIHS “Top Safety Pick”3 on the Forte Sedan•  IIHS Top Safety Pick  on the Forte Sedan

Sorento 

Starting at $23,5905

With state-of-the-art technology, sporty styling

and a spacious interior, the Sorento is the fi rst

crossover everyone will want to drive.

•  Class-leading V6 fuel effi ciency10

•  A Consumers Digest Best Buy9 and

IIHS “Top Safety Pick”3

Soul 

Starting at $13,9955

With 11 cool colors to choose from, the

Soul is a vehicle that’s just as unique as you.

•  Outstanding 31 MPG/HWY8 on the Soul 1.6L

with M/T

•  A Consumers Digest Best Buy9 and

IIHS “Top Safety Pick”3

Optima 

$199 a Month1

Optima LX GDI I4 A/T

36 Month Lease

$2,599 Due at Signing

With cutting-edge design,

power, fuel effi ciency and loads

of advanced features, the Optima

is a midsize sedan built unlike 

any other midsize sedan.

35 MPG/HWY2 on the Optima 2.4L GDI with M/T 

IIHS “Top Safety Pick”3 

NHTSA 5-Star Crash Safety Rating4 

www.moritzkiahurst.com
110 NE Loop 820   *   Hurst, Texas  76053

8 1 7 . 5 9 5 . 8 2 0 0
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Mike Davis, Agent
1020 S. Main Street

Grapevine, TX 76051
Bus: 817-481-5548
www.davismike.com

1101264TX State Farm Automobile Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL

Are you registered to 
vote? It seems to be the 
question often asked during 
political seasons, but we 
askers have our reasons.

While choosing who will 
be in the Oval Office next 

January is hugely important, so too is mak-
ing choices on the leaders and issues that 
affect us closer to home. The fall ballots this 
year are packed to the brim. 

Here in Precinct 3, we’ll pick a com-
missioner to represent us for the next four 
years (Page 8) as well as a sheriff. We will 
also choose a Texas Supreme Court justice, 
a state senator for District 10, a new U.S. 
senator and railroad commissioners (more 
important than the name suggests). 

November will also be important to 
Grapevine residents, who will vote on 
whether the city can take on $70 million in 
bond projects to transform the Community 
Activities Center and build a new public 
safety headquarters (without an increase in 

the tax rate!). 
And just next month, Carroll ISD stake-

holders will consider an overall half-cent 
rise in their tax rate to help the district 
weather budget cuts passed down from the 
state (Page 1). 

These local issues and races do not get 
as much play on TV, on our radios or 
even in our newspapers, but they have 
a direct impact on our day-to-day lives. 
They choose what amentities get built, 
what partnerships are forged, which roads 
receive repairs and how budgets are spent. 

In short, we aren’t just voting on indi-
vidual people or projects; we are voting 
on outcomes, on what will define us as a 
community, as Texans and as Americans. 
So if the answer to my question was no, 
do yourself a favor: get registered and get 
informed!
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$33 million project to improve Hwys. 
114/170 interchange 
www.impactnews.com/dfw-metro

“Amazed to hear that this project is ahead of schedule. This 
project is moving so slow compared to all of the other big 
highway construction projects. I drive by it every day and see 
very few workers present for such a big project. Let’s speed 
it up please? At least open up the 114 to 170 lanes so we 
can move through there. Thanks!” 

—Mr. Carter 

La Scala
www.impactnews.com/dfw-metro

“The BEST red clam sauce in the country....and I live in 
Jersey!!!” 

—Sue MacFarland

“Best veal parm, best cheese pizza, best fettuccine alfredo 
with grilled chicken, best chicken cacciatore. This is my 
favorite Italian restaurant in Texas and is in my top two of all 
restaurants I’ve been to in Texas. Great family runs it! I eat 
there once a week at least!” 

—Amy Nolan

15 Business  
  Kiss it Good Buy

16 Dining 
  Planet Burrito

17 Nonprofit 
  Bob Jones Nature Center 

18  Real Estate

News

Features

Check out the new and improved 
impactnews.com

Subscribe to our e-newsletter at  
impactnews.com

Find us on Facebook at  
impactnews.com/gcs-facebook

Follow us on Twitter @impactnews_gcs

Find local coupons online at  
impactdeals.com

Easily browse or search news articles from your 
community or across the state.

Stay informed with daily, online-exclusive community 
news and information.

Learn about upcoming events with the community  
calendar.

Make your voice heard by commenting on articles or 
participating in online polls.
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Zumba classes, recently opened at 
1009 Cheek Sparger Road, Ste. 120 in 
Colleyville. 817-980-8595, 
www.fitfiestastudio.com 

7  After closing at the start of the year, 
Books-A-Million has now reopened near 
Entry 4 of Grapevine Mills mall, 3000 
Grapevine Mills Parkway. 972-691-6420, 
www.booksamillion.com

8  GoldMax, which buys gold, jewelry, 
silver and more, recently opened at 2055 
W. Southlake Blvd. 214-826-7477, 
www.goldmaxusa.com

9  Providing Swedish and deep tissue 
massage techniques, Massage Element has 
opened at 4001 Gateway Drive, Ste. 200, in 
Colleyville. 972-652-0552, 
www.massage-element.com 

10 Tee With Sugar, which makes custom 
T-shirts and fan wear, opened this spring 
at 2001 W. Southlake Blvd., Ste. 127. 
817-912-1301, www.teewithsugar.net 

11  Offering a wide array of all-natural, 
flavored popcorns, Doc Popcorn recently 
opened in Grapevine Mills mall, 3000 
Grapevine Mills Parkway.  
www.docpopcorn.com

Coming Soon

12  Featuring services in fine art bronze 
casting, Molten Metals Foundry will 
open soon at 701 S. Main St., Ste. 101, in 
Grapevine. 817-606-9929, 
www.moltenmetalsfoundry.com

13  Jumpstreet Indoor Trampoline 
Park is expected to open by the end of 
the summer, filling the former Borders 
building at 5615 Colleyville Blvd., Ste. 100. 
www.gotjump.com

14  Pro Image Sports, which offers NFL, 
NBA, MLB jerseys clothing and more, is 
expected to open in the coming weeks in 
Neighborhood 6 of Grapevine Mills mall, 
3000 Grapevine Mills Parkway. 
www.proimage.net

Now Open

1  Beverly Hills Fine Rugs & Design 
opened in late June at 1619 E. Southlake 
Blvd. 817-421-0777, 
www.beverlyhillsfinerugs.com

2  Providing care to men with low 
testosterone, Low T Men’s Clinic is now 
open at 6213 Colleyville Blvd. 

817-416-5698, www.lowtmensclinic.com 

3  Bank of the Ozarks opened in July at 
600 W. Southlake Blvd., Ste. 110. 
817-912-4200, www.bankozarks.com

4  A collection of hair and aesthetics 
professionals are now doing business 
at Phenix Salon Suites located at 
4010 William D Tate Ave., Ste. 116, in 

Grapevine. http://phenixsalonsuites.com

5  Dallas Gold & Silver Exchange is now 
open at 200 N. Kimball Ave., Ste. 205, in 
Southlake. The business buys and sells 
jewelry, certified diamonds, fine watches, 
rare coins and currency, and more.  
817-722-0075, www.dgse.com

6  Fit Fiesta Studio, specializing in 
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• Personalized care plans

• Bathing, grooming and dressing

• Transportation and errands

• Light housekeeping

• Meal preparation

• Medication reminders

Our professional care managers assist with:Specialized Balanced Care Method™

Changing the Way the World Ages

FREE 
In-Home 

Safety Check

ed Balanced Care Mlized Balanced Care M

W WW W
Call today to schedule a complimentary consultation! 

817-349-7599
5712 Colleyville Blvd., Ste. 120 Colleyville, TX

www.homecareassistancefortworth.com

Quality Caregivers/CNAs. Available 24/7. 
No Long-term Contracts.
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The first area location of Doc Popcorn recently 
opened in Grapevine Mills mall.

Colleyville will soon get its own trampoline park, 
Jumpstreet, in the old Border’s building. 

Relocations

15  Moving just a few blocks away, Alamo 
Title Company is now at 6200 Colleyville 
Blvd. 817-428-6996, www.alamodfw.com

16  Philip T. Charon recently expanded 
his CPA firm from a home office to 
6220 Colleyville Blvd. 817-944-3040

17  Boasting the “Best Sno Cone in Texas” 
as well as a selection of gift items, Sugar 
Shack will soon move to 520 S. Main St., 
Ste. 205, in Grapevine.

18  DFM Print Pak, offering printing, 
frame mats, direct mailing and graphic 
design work, recently moved from 
Arlington to 2075 Greenbriar Drive in 
Southlake. 817-385-0600, 
www.dfmprintpak.com

19  Bariatric specialist Dr. David Kim will 
soon be moving his office from inside The 
Village to 5204 Colleyville Blvd. 
817-717-7447, www.drdkim.net

20 Minuteman Press recently moved 
a few doors away to 1679 W. Northwest 
Hwy. 817-410-4199, www.grapevine.
minutemanpress.com

21  Formerly based in Bedford, Agenté 
Technical has relocated to 714 Centerpark 
Drive, Ste. 140, in Colleyville. Agenté 
provides direct hire and contract 

professionals to Fortune 1000 companies 
involved in the aerospace and defense, 
transportation, energy, power and 
petrochemical industries. 817-354-5555, 
www.agentetech.com

Expansion

22 F3 Fitness Fight Factory, which 
offers boxing, kickboxing, mixed martial 
arts and Brazilian Jiu Jitsu classes at 
4718 Colleyville Blvd., Ste. 100, recently 
expanded into an additional 1,000 square 
feet in Suite 140. 817-656-5600, 
www.fitnessfightfactory.com

Name Change

23 Albertsons grocery stores have 
changed their name to Albertsons Market. 
Colleyville’s Albertsons Market is located 
at 4000 Glade Road. 817-354-0505, 
www.albertsons.com

New Ownership

24 Formerly known as Willow Bend 
Mortgage, a branch of Guild Mortgage is 
now open at 4016 Gateway Drive, Ste. 110, 
in Colleyville. 817-266-4826, 
www.guildmortgage.com

Tee With Sugar employee Melissa Privitt shows off a few of the custom T-shirt compay’s products. The 
store, which opened this spring, is an outgrowth of Ella Bella a few doors down. 

11

10

13

Compiled by Rachel Slade

news or questions about Grapevine, colleyville, southlake 
or westlake? e-mail gcsnews@impactnews.com.
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inviting atmosphere    casual fine dining    exceptional service

Mac’s Bar & Grill   6077 West I-20   Arlington, TX   817-572-0541
Mac’s Steaks & Seafood   5120 Hwy 121   Colleyville TX   817-318-6227

visit us at www.macsteak.com for weekly specials
let mac’s cater your special event: info@macsteak.com

find us on facebook: www.facebook.com/macscolleyville

Live Music at our Colleyville location    Thursdays  6:30pm-9:30pm

Home
Decor
Accents & Gifts

317 Main St, Grapevine
817.251.3945

www.myposhplace.com

Now Open!

500 N. Kimball Road, Suite 107 • Southlake • 817-251-9244 • www.brandireneedesigns.com

Designs for Life

30% OFF
STOCK

FABRICS
Exp. 9-15-12
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Sept. 13–16
Grapevine’s annual festival celebrating the best of texas wine kicks off sept. 13 for a four-
day, 26th anniversary event honoring and featuring the texas wine industry. the largest 
wine festival in the southwest, which features a grape stomp, formal gala, carnival and wine 
competition in addition to live music and a variety of food and drink, is the city’s largest 
event, attracting more than 200,000 to historic downtown Grapevine each fall. Festival times 
are sept. 13, 10 a.m.–10:30 p.m.; sept. 14 and 15, 10 a.m.–11:30 p.m.; and sept. 16, 11 
a.m.–6 p.m. admission is free all day thursday and before 5 p.m. Friday. otherwise, daily 
admission is $8 for adults and $5 for seniors (62+) and children age 6-12. weekend passes 
are $18, and souvenir weekend passes are $25. For more information, including parking and 
shuttle information, visit www.grapevinetexasusa.com/grapefest.
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In addition to wines from around the world, the annual GrapeFest offerings highlight a variety of 
Texas vineyards and vintages.

GrapeFest5 Native & Adaptive Plants seminar 
the southlake parks and recreation 
department offers a seminar on native and 
adaptive plants, which require less water, 
fertilizer and pesticides, to help residents 
conserve water. 6:30-8:30 p.m. Free. 
southlake town hall, third floor training room, 
1400 Main st. 817-748-8638. 
www.cityofsouthlake.com

Worth the Drive
6 Cliburn 50th Anniversary Gold 
Medalist Concert 
Fort worth’s Bass performance hall hosts a 
concert featuring the Fort worth symphony 
and four internationally renowned cliburn 
piano competition gold medalists. Features 
pianists ralph votapek, andrew-Michel 
schub, alexander kobrin and hoachen 
Zhang. 7:30 p.m. Bass performance hall, 515 
commerce st., Fort worth. 817-212-4280. 
www.basshall.com

8 ItalianCarFest
the italian car club of the southwest displays 
a variety of all-italian automobiles and two-
wheelers. the ninth annual event offers free 
parking and food and drink for purchase, 
including italian sandwiches, gelato and more. 
special “italian connection” display will show 
off autos with a partial italian heritage. 10 
a.m.–4 p.m. Free admission and parking. nash 
Farm, 626 Ball st., Grapevine. 214-668-2382. 
www.italiancarfest.org

10 Colleyville Chamber Golf 
Tournament 
the colleyville area chamber of commerce 
hosts its 24th annual four-man scramble 
golf tournament at Bear creek Golf club, 
presented by BrM roofng. $150 per player 
for members; $175 per play for non-members. 
registration, 11 a.m.–12:30 p.m.; tee off, 1 
p.m. Bear creek Golf club, 2500 Bear creek 
court, dallas. 817-488-7148. 
www.colleyvillechamber.org

22 North Texas Walk for PKD
area activists celebrate the annual north 
texas walk for pkd/run the square 5k in 
southlake. children’s walk in memory of Jace 
Glenn. also features a free pancake breakfast, 
music and prizes. children’s walk and 1-Mile 
walk for pkd, free; run the square 5k, $10 
for children, $20 for adults before sept. 19. 5k 
start time, 8:30 a.m.; Memory walk, 9 a.m.; 
1-Mile walk, 9:30 a.m. rustin park, 1400 Main 
st. www.walkforpkd.org/northtexas

August

17–19 Yaa Halla, Y’all 2012 
isis & the star dancers, a dallas-Fort 
worth-based group of Middle eastern and 
polynesian dancers, take to the stage at 
the Grapevine convention center. this 
13th anniversary event includes drum and 
music seminars, shows and shopping, and 
competition in a variety of belly dancing 
moves as part of the yellow rose of texas 
Belly dance competition. showtimes 6 p.m. 
Fri. and sun. tickets $15 in advance, $18 at 
door; sat. tickets $23 in advance, $28 at door. 
Grapevine convention center, 1209 s. Main 
st. 817-498-7703. 
www.isisandthestardancers.com 

17-19 ‘Two Rooms’ 
the runway theatre presents three fnal 
showings of the play “two rooms,” which 
follows the story of a man being held hostage 
by terrorists in lebanon and his wife, awaiting 
his return, in washington d.c. rated pG-13. 
8 p.m. aug. 17 & 18; 3 p.m. aug. 19. $12 
students and seniors, $15 adults. runway 
theatre, 215 n. dooley st., Grapevine.  
817-488-4842. www.runwaytheatre.com

17-24 Texas Tennis Open
the hilton dFw lakes hotel hosts the annual 
texas tennis open, an “international level” 
women’s tennis association event featuring 
a 32-player singles draw, a 16-player doubles 
draw and $220,000 in prize money. $20-$750. 
hilton dFw lakes, 1800 hwy. 26, Grapevine. 
817-313-3428, www.texastennisopen.com

Worth the Drive
17–25 North Texas State Fair 
and Rodeo
the north texas state Fair association 
sponsors its 84th annual fair and rodeo in 
denton featuring live country music, horse and 
livestock shows, contests, a rodeo, children’s 
activities, a carnival and parade, and food and 
drink for sale. detailed schedule online. single 
tickets $15 adults, $5 children 7-12; season 
passes and four-day passes also available. 
north texas state Fair & rodeo, 2217 n. 
carroll Blvd., denton. 940-387-2632. 
www.ntfair.com

24 ‘Fiddler on the Roof’
the palace hosts a screening of the 1971 flm 
adaptation of the hit Broadway musical that 
follows the trials and tribulations of a Jewish 
family in tsarist russia at the turn of the 20th 
century. Bring in a same-day receipt from any 
Grapevine business or restaurant and get free 
popcorn.  7:30 p.m. $5. the palace theatre, 
300 s. Main st., Grapevine. 817-410-3100. 
www.grapevinetexasusa.com 

September
3 Labor Day holiday
city, county and other government offces are 
closed in honor of labor day. 

Find more or submit Grapevine, Colleyville, Southlake & 
Westlake events at www.impactnews.com/gcs/calendar.

To have Grapevine, Colleyville, Southlake & Westlake 
events included in the monthly print edition, they must be 
submitted online by the fourth Friday of the month.

Online Calendar

6407 Colleyville Blvd., Suite A • Colleyville, TX 76034 
817-421-1104 • www.affi nitysmiles.com

A�  nity Smiles Dental

Most Dental PPO 
Insurance Accepted

817-421-1104 
Call today to schedule

 your appointment!
• Evening & Saturday 

Appointments are Available
• Friendly, Caring Staff

Gentle, affordable 
dental care for 

the entire family

We provide:

$349 Deep 
Cleaning

(Regular Price $850)

Cannot be combined with other offers. Some 
restrictions may apply, call for details.

Expires 9/30/2012

FREE 
Initial Exam, Consultation

& Digital X-Rays
(Regular Price $159)

For New Patients only. Cannot be com-
bined with other offers. Some restrictions 

may apply, call for details. 
Expires 9/30/2012

$599 
Porcelain Crown

(Metal Free)
(Regular Price $1,114)

Cannot be combined with other offers. 
Some restrictions may apply, call for 

details. Expires 9/30/2012

• Free Nitrous “Laughing Gas” 
with Major Treatment
(Expires 9/30/2012)

Beautiful Veneers

BEFORE AFTER

Family, Cosmetic, Implant & Orthodontic Dentistry

Chuong Do, DDS • Nathan Ho, DDS

John McCain Rd.

Tinker Rd. Industrial Blvd.
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Compiled by Rachel Slade

  Colleyville City Council
100 Main st., colleyville 
817-503-1000
Aug. 21, Sept. 4 & 18, 7:30 p.m.
Meetings broadcast live on city cable 
channel 16. replays air at 6 p.m. on 
the thursdays and sundays of meeting 
weeks. www.colleyville.com.

  Grapevine City Council
200 s. Main st., Grapevine
817-410-3000
Aug. 21, Sept. 4 & 18, 7:30 p.m.
audio recordings available on the city’s 
website by noon the following day.
www.grapevinetexas.gov

  Southlake City Council
1400 Main st., southlake
817-748-8400 
Aug. 21 & Sept. 4 
public work sessions often begin 
at 5:30 p.m. followed by a private 
executive session and public meeting. 
Forum times vary. Meetings are 
broadcast live on city cable channels 
27 and 34. live streams and recordings 
also available at www.ci.southlake.tx.us

  Westlake Town Council
3 village circle, westlake 
www.westlake-tx.com 
Aug. 27, 7 p.m.

  Tarrant County Commissioners 
Court 
100 e. weatherford st., Fort worth
817-884-1111, www.tarrantcounty.com
Meetings are Tuesdays, 10 a.m.

Meetings

city and county

Southlake

Grapevine Tarrant County

Colleyville

District bus passes on sale 
Bus passes for all Carroll ISD students 

went on sale this month and route maps 
were expected to be available online this 
week for parent review. The new passes cost 
$135 per semester or $250 per year with a 
$500 annual cap for families with multiple 
children. They are required for all Carroll 
ISD bus riders, except those who qualify for 
the free and reduced lunch program and 
those with special needs who qualify for 
required transportation. 

Trustees voted for the new bus rider fee 
this spring in an effort to ease the effects 
of funding cuts causing about a $3 million 

Cities, county 
partner on 
Lonesome 
Dove work

The City of 
Grapevine has 
joined Southlake 
and Tarrant County 
to handle the recon-
struction of Lone-
some Dove Road 
between East Dove 

shortfall in this year’s budget. It costs 
Carroll ISD about $600 to transport one 
student per year, but as a property-wealthy 
district, CISD does not receive money 
from the state to pay for the $2 million or 
so in annual transportation costs. 

A “Pay Your Bus Fee” link on the CISD 
website is now active and passes are being 
sold at the administrative building at 3051 
Dove Road. 

Those purchased online will be deliv-
ered to students’ home campuses the 
first week of school. Passes will also be 
available at campuses during the first 
week of school. Riders have until Sept. 4 to 
purchase their passes.

Road and Burney Lane. The $96,000 proj-
ect kicked off in mid-July and is expected 
to be complete by September. 

“The road had developed cracks in the 
surface that allow moisture to enter the 
foundation of the roadway, leading to a 
growing number of potholes,” Southlake 
Public Works Director Bob Price said.  

Tarrant County is providing person-
nel and equipment that will stabilize the 
portions of foundation that require repair, 
and the City of Southlake is providing a 
majority of the funding at about $72,000. 
Grapevine’s portion of the road falls 

Huffman wins 
Precinct  3 
constable race

With more than 22,700 
ballots cast, Darrell Huff-

man defeated challenger Jason McCaffity 
in the Republican primary runoff election 
July 31. The longtime area resident and 
handpicked successor of 24-year Constable 
Zane Hilger currently serves as a sergeant 
and supervisor with the constable’s office.

As no Democrat is running in this 
race, Huffman will be officially elected in 
November and replace the retiring Hilger 
in January.

Cities encourage 
residents to 
drink up, despite 
weird taste 

Colleyville and other 
area cities continue to 
spread the message to 
residents that despite 
an odd taste and look to their water, it is 
safe to drink. 

The Trinity River Authority issued 
a statement in July explaining that the 
earthy or musty taste to tap water in 
Colleyville, Grapevine, Bedford, Euless 
and North Richland Hills is the result of 
two harmless compounds found in algae. 
Those compounds’ concentrations increase 
during the summer as Lake Arlington, 
TRA’s raw water source, heats up. 

Southlake also encouraged residents 
to drink up after the City of Fort Worth 
issued a similar statement about water 
coming from the North Holly and South 
Holly water treatment plants.

Southlake and Westlake both purchase 
water from Fort Worth, and residents 
there began reporting odd-tasting water in 
mid-July.

Fort Worth hopes to fix part of the 
problem by the end of August, when new 
ozone disinfection systems already in use 
at two other city treatment plants should 
be operational at the Holly stations. 

between Foxfire and Gravel Circle North, 
and it is paying about $24,000 to cover the 
cost of repaving that portion.

Following the completion of the recon-
struction of the foundation by county 
workers, Southlake Public Works staff will 
repave the entire width of the road from just 
north of East Dove Road to Burney Lane.

Although Lonesome Dove Road will 
be accessible to residents, city officials are 
suggesting that other drivers use alternate 
routes to avoid congestion and delays until 
work is complete. 

Burney lane
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Southlake enters 
Stage 1 restrictions

After a record-wet start to the year, 
things have heated up and dried off in 
North Texas, prompting the City of 
Southlake to enter Stage 1 water restric-
tions. Cities throughout the region saw 
mandatory water restrictions lifted ear-
lier this year after a green light from the 
Tarrant Regional Water District, but 
diminished water levels in Southlake 
that forced storage tanks into a constant 
“refilling” mode prompted city officials 
to call for Stage 1 restrictions at the end 
of July. 

Southlake prohibits lawn watering 
between 10 a.m. and 6 p.m. year round, 
but moving into Stage 1 restrictions 
means residents must follow a twice-
weekly outdoor watering schedule based 
on their address. 
•	 Addresses that end in an even num-

ber: Wednesdays and Saturdays only
•	 Addresses that end in an odd number: 

Thursdays and Sundays only
•	 Businesses, HOAs, parks and medians: 

Tuesdays and Fridays only 
•	 No watering allowed on Mondays 

Violators of the twice-weekly watering 
schedule are subject to fines as high as 
$2,000. 

TECL 19542

• Local & City Approved
• All Work 100% Guaranteed
• Same Day Service 1-855-TLC-ASAP

(1-855-852-2727)
We’re in your area - call today! See inserts in this issue.

$55 OFF YOUR 
NEXT CALL

*Call for details. Offers cannot be combined.

Plugs & Circuits Switches & Dimmers Surge ProtectionPool Lights & Pumps
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By Rachel Slade

Precinct 3 Commissioner Gary Fickes 
pushed past two challengers in his May 
primary, winning the Republican nomi-
nation with about 59 percent of the vote. 
Looking ahead to November, though, 
Fickes will face a longtime friend and 
supporter, Democratic challenger Norm 
Lyons. 

“Norm’s a good guy and he’s somebody 
I have always had a lot of respect for; he’s 
a gentleman,” said Fickes, a 62-year-old 
Southlake resident. 

The feelings are mutual. Lyons has for 
years been listed among Fickes’ support-
ers and he had nothing but good things to 
say about the incumbent. Still, the two will 
face off this fall to represent Precinct 3 for 
the next four years. 

“I’m not running against Gary Fickes, 
I’m running for the county commissioner 
seat,” Lyons said. “It’s no different than the 
World Series; you want the two best teams 
playing because if the two best are going at 
it, the fans win — the population wins.” 

Taking his first swing at public office, Democratic 
challenger Norm Lyons says he is ready to serve.

Republican Gary Fickes is emphasizing his six-year 
tenure as Precinct 3 commissioner to voters.
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Lyons, a 68-year-old Southlake resident 
best known for his 17-year career with the 
Texas Rangers organization, said he had 
wanted to run for this spot since now-
Judge Glen Whitley left the Precinct 3 seat 
open in 2006.

“I live in a great county, I have the time 
and the want to serve and that’s what I’m 
going to do,” Lyons said.

The two candidates — both of whom 
moved to the Dallas-Fort Worth area in 
1979 — offer a similar list of priorities, 
including tackling the precinct’s ongoing 
transportation and congestion problems, 
improving care for the area’s uninsured, 
expanding health care and transportation 
programs aimed at senior citizens, and 
finding solutions for the county’s rising 
court and jail costs. 

With similar goals in mind, the men 
are turning to experience and personality 
to win over voters. Fickes, who served as 
mayor of Southlake for two terms before 
winning the commissioner seat in 2006, 

has focused on his conservative record. 
Lyons has emphasized his experience with 
relationship building and problem solving 
as the Rangers’ community development 
director. 

With widespread popularity for both 
and such similar platforms, Fickes says the 
major difference will be whether Precinct 
3 is represented by a Republican or a 
Democrat. 

“I’m conservative, I’m family oriented, I 
want to keep Northeast Tarrant County a 
premier place to live, work and raise your 
kids, and I want to improve your quality of 
life,” Fickes said. “And I’m not just promis-
ing I’m going to do it, I’m telling you I’ve 
been doing it for six years, and I want to 

continue to do it.” 
Lyons has a tough battle ahead of him. 

The Tarrant County Commissioners Court 
has only one Democrat at present, Precinct 
1 Commissioner Roy Charles Brooks, and 
Precinct 3 residents have voted Republican 
into office since the early 1980s. But Lyons 
says the challenge has not deterred him 
from putting his all into the race.

“I’m a guy that has passion, compassion 
and commitment, one who is able to plan, 
lead, organize and control, and is serious 
about doing the people’s work,” he said. 
“Come 7:30, 8 o’clock Tuesday, Nov. 6, I’ll 
say, ‘Gary, it was a fun ride, what are you 
doing tomorrow?’ And if I win, I expect 
him to say the same thing.” 

2012 ELECTION COVERAGE
Longtime friends Fickes, Lyons 
face off in commissioner race

FREE ADMISSION:
ALL DAY THURSDAY 

AND FROM 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. FRIDAY

Largest Wine Festival in the Southwest

w w w. G r a p e v i n e T e x a s U S A . c o m / G r a p e F e s t

For information, entertainment schedules 
and to purchase tickets, call 800-457-6338 or visit us at

September 
13, 14, 15 & 16, 2012

G r a p e v i n e ,  T e x a s

Come and Enjoy…
People’s Choice Wine Tasting Classic
Premium Wines • International Wines

Draft Beer • GrapeStomp
Live Entertainment on Six Stages
Festival Food • Culinary Pavilion

KidZone presented by Baylor Regional 
Medical Center of Grapevine

Carnival Rides • Arts and Crafts
AND MUCH MORE!

HOURS:
THURSDAY:

10 a.m. – 10:30 p.m.
FRIDAY:

10 a.m. – 11:30 p.m.
SATURDAY:

10 a.m. – 11:30 p.m.
SUNDAY:

11 a.m. – 6 p.m.

F E A T U R I N G

PEOPLE’S
CHOICE 
WInE TASTInG 

CLASSIC

16735_GCVB_CommImp_GF12_v1.indd   1 8/8/12   6:15 PM
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puBlic saFety    

By Rachel Slade
The City of Colleyville has had a salary 

freeze in place since 2009, but council 
members in July approved raises for the 
police department in an effort to fix a 
recruitment and retainment problem that 
Chief Michael Holder says would eventu-
ally cripple the city’s public safety efforts.

Colleyville recently celebrated its lowest 
crime rate in 20 years, but the depart-
ment has not been fully staffed since 2009, 
Holder told council members during a July 
17 workshop. And he predicted that low 
morale and high turnover would persist 
within the department unless the council 
took action. 

The issue at hand is a phenomenon 
known as compression, in which little or 
no difference exists between the salaries of 
longtime employees and newer recruits. 

Holder said the compression had been 
caused by changes in the salary range over 
time, a citywide switch from step raises to 
merit raises in 2006 and inconsistent merit 
evaluation practices before the 2009 freeze. 
City Manager Jennifer Fadden explained 
the problem was unique to the police 
department, as it is the only city depart-
ment in which dozens of people have the 
same job title and responsibilities. 

Right now, the difference in salary 
between the highest paid six-year officer 
and a new recruit is only $981, Holder said, 
and there is a 15-year employee making 
less than a five-year employee. 

“There’s no real rhyme or reason to 
how our salary works out,” he said, “and 
that makes it very difficult to manage and 
makes it very difficult for the employees to 
deal with.”

The Colleyville Police Department has 
seen turnover as high as 15 percent in 
recent years. The majority of officers who 
are leaving the department have served 
between five and six years, and CPD has 
now been left with about half of its officers 
having fewer than six years of experience 
and the other half having more than 12 
years of experience. Losing people at the 
six-year mark is particularly difficult, 
Holder said, as that is when officers are 
primed for greater responsibilities and pro-
motions. High turnover is also expensive 
for taxpayers, he said. 

“It costs us about $85,000 to recruit 
someone, train them — just to get them 
out on the street — and we’re having to 
constantly do that,” he said. “Then you lose 
your good officers because they have the 
opportunity to go somewhere else. ...We’re 

becoming a training ground for other 
departments.”

Holder has emphasized that the city’s 
salary range remains competitive with 
area departments. The problem is that 
employees have not been moved through 
the range and their salaries have not been 
adjusted when the range has been moved 
up to compete with area cities. 

The result is that the average CPD officer 
is making just more than $52,000 in sal-
ary, which is $5,000 lower than the salary 
midpoint, and more than half of the city’s 
officers make less than $50,000. Only six 
officers, whose average tenure is 20 years, 
make more than the salary midpoint, and 
no one receives the max salary, despite the 
fact that one officer has served for 27 years.

Holder and Fadden said the council was 

being asked to act now because of the criti-
cal nature of the police department. 

“We’re utilizing overtime to increase 
minimum staffing on strategic shifts … 
we’ve delayed promotions because we 
don’t have the staffing to fill them … we’ve 
delayed transfers and the implementation 
of the staffing plan, we have basically sus-
pended the traffic unit … and we have had 
to postpone or cancel training because we 
can’t afford to let the officers go,” Holder 
said. “We need to address it, we need to fix 
it and then we move forward.”

To battle the inequalities, council mem-
bers approved spreading out and raising 
salaries, based on tenure, for employees 
with the same rank. The adjustment 
amounts to a $213,781 impact on this year’s  
operating budget.

Council fixes ‘compression’ issue blamed for high turnover
Colleyville approves police raises
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Discover four-and-a-half-acres of lush indoor gardens, relax in our European-
inspired spa, delight in four award-winning restaurants, enjoy live music lakeside 
at Glass Cactus Nightclub, and splash into our new 10-acre outdoor pool & lazy 
river playground!

Don't miss our annual SummerFest featuring kids camps, firework shows, 
poolside movie nights, activities with your favorite DreamWorks Animation 
characters, and so much more!

Coupon cannot be combined with other offers. Parties of 6 or less. 
Excluding alcohol. Must be redeemed at time of purchase.
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1501 gaylord trail | grapevine, texas 76051 | www.gaylordtexan.com | 817-778-2000
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$20 OFF 
Filter Clean*

D.E. & Cartridge. Expires 9-20-12

20% OFF 
Toys and Games

Expires 9-20-12

• Pool Renovations 
•  Maintenance   
    Service Repair 
•  Computerized   
 water analysis

Expires 9-20-12

$200 OFF 
Loop Loc Pool Covers 

“We Build The Best & Service The Rest”

6703 Colleyville Blvd 
Colleyville, TX 76034 

(817) 488-6882

Since 1976

ONLY ONE POOL COVER IS THIS SAFE!
Itʼs LOOP-LOC... the safety cover that can support an elephant! 
Computer-designed for a perfect fi t. Goes on and off in a snap. 

AVOID THE WAIT-
ORDER TODAY!TWO 

LARGE 
SLICES
of pizza

$5.00
OFF

$3.00 
OFF

ONE CAN
of Coke

Minimum $20 
purchase

16”–18” 
Pizza

-AND-
-ANY ORDER--ON ANY-

One topping. Lunch only. May 
not be combined with any other 

offer. Expires 9/20/12.

May not be combined with 
any other offer.

Expires 9/20/12.

May not be combined with 
any other offer.

Expires 9/20/12.

G r e a t  P i z z a  &  S a n d w i c h e s

D e l i c i o u s  P a s t a  &  W i n g s

Locally 
owned and
operated

BYOB

All major 
credit cards

Call Us For 
Fast Delivery

437 E. Northwest Hwy • Grapevine, Tx 76051

817-488-9137 • 817-488-9130 • fax 817-488-9131
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puBlic health

West Nile virus ravages Tarrant Co.
Human cases confirmed in Southlake, Grapevine, Colleyville

By Rachel Slade
Just weeks after officials in Grapevine, 

Colleyville and Southlake reported that 
mosquito samples taken within city limits 
had tested positive for West Nile virus, all 
three cities have confirmed human cases.

The first confirmed case in this market 
came in late July when a Southlake resident 
was admitted to an area hospital. Since 
then, two more cases have been confirmed 
in Southlake, two have been confirmed 
in Grapevine and one was confirmed in 
Colleyville. 

The Tarrant County Health Department 
has been testing mosquitos and humans 
for months, trying to stay on top of a viru-
lent West Nile virus season that has taken 
North Texas by storm. Following a mild 
winter and the wettest start to a year in 
Texas history, this year’s West Nile season 
started earlier than normal and has broken 
confirmed case records across the Dallas-
Fort Worth Metroplex. 

With more than 180 confirmed human 
cases and nine deaths, earlier this month 
Dallas County Judge Clay Jenkins declared 
a public health emergency. Officials there 
have filed a disaster declaration with the 
state requesting that additional resources 
be funneled into helping control the virus’ 

spread, which includes aerial insecticide 
spraying in portions of North Dallas for 
the first time since the ’60s.

“This declaration will expand our 
avenues for assistance in our ongoing 
battle with West Nile Virus,” Jenkins said 
in a statement. “While we are busy doing 
everything we can to keep residents well 
informed and as protected as possible, we 
need your help.”

As of press time, with about 160 con-
firmed human cases in Tarrant County 
and one death — a Euless woman in her 
60s — officials here had not made a similar 
disaster declaration. County Judge Glen 
Whitley has said he is in close communi-
cation with health officials, and does not 
yet feel that advanced measures, including 
widespread aerial spraying, are warranted. 

To battle the virus locally, however, 
county and city officials have taken both 
offensive and defensive approaches, drain-
ing standing water where mosquitos breed 
and strategically spraying areas where 
infected mosquitos have been confirmed. 
As of Aug. 13, Tarrant County had con-
firmed 60 infected mosquito pools, includ-
ing five in Colleyville, four in Southlake 
and three in Grapevine. 

Officials are also encouraging residents 

to be proactive in protecting themselves 
from infection. Mosquito larvicide is 
available to Southlake residents for free on 
a first-come, first-served basis — one per 
household — at the Southlake Community 
Center, 400 N. White Chapel Blvd., and the 
Public Works Operations, 1950 E. Conti-
nental Blvd. It is also available to Grape-
vine residents at City Hall, 200 S. Main St., 
and the Community Activities Center, 411 
Ball St., and to Colleyville residents by call-
ing Public Works at 817-503-1102.

West Nile virus, passed through the bites 
of infected mosquitos, is commonly found 
in Africa, West Asia and the Middle East. 
Its incubation period in humans is three to 

14 days, making it difficult to track where 
people have been infected, and only about 
one in five humans will show symptoms. 
In mild cases of the virus, often called 
West Nile Fever, symptoms include fever, 
head and body aches, and occasionally a 
skin rash on their torso or swollen lymph 
glands. In more serious cases, infection 
can bring on high fever, neck stiffness, stu-
por, disorientation, tremors, convulsions, 
muscle weakness, paralysis, coma or death. 
According to the Centers for Disease Con-
trol, West Nile virus has sickened more 
than 30,000 people and killed more than 
1,260 nationwide since its first U.S. appear-
ance in New York back in 1999.

Area health officials are asking residents to follow the Four D’s to protect themselves against 
West Nile virus. This is the worst year in recent history for Tarrant County human cases.

2012• 159 cases, 1 death

2011• 2 cases, no deaths 

2010 • No cases reported 

2009 • 32 cases, 3 deaths 

2008 • 16 cases, no deaths 

2007 • 25 cases, no deaths 

2006 • 53 cases, 7 deaths

West Nile Prevention & Cases

1

2

3

4

DRAIN standing water (drainage areas, 
birdbaths, swimming pools, rain gutters, pet 
bowls, flower pots, tire swings)

Use an insect repellant containing DEET 
whenever you are outside

Stay indoors during DUSK and DAWN, as 
those times are when mosquitos are most 
active

DRESS in long sleeves and pants when you 
are outside

Source: Tarrant County Health Department

*As of 8/13
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WESTLAkE ACADEMY

  Education Focus

StatiSticS State District

Economically disadvantaged 60.29% 0%

Limited English proficiency (LEP) 16.9% 0.4%

Average annual salaries of teachers $48,375 $48,917

Subject State 2011 District 2010 District 2011

2011 Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS) results*

Reading 90% 98% 99%

Math 84% 94% 95%

Writing 92% 96% 99%

Science 83% 99% 91%

Social studies 95% 99% 99%

*t
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t
a

l
 S

t
u

d
e

n
t

S:

67
5

2011 Accountability Rating

Phone

Address

Year opened

2011 TAKS results by grade2010 TAKS
results by 
campus

Re
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g 

Re
ad

in
g 
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g 

M
at

h

M
at

h

M
at

h

3rd 4th

98% 94% 99% 97% 99% 89%

2010 Results 5th 6th

- - 95% 85% 99% 92%

2010 Results 7th 8th

- - 98% 95% 99% 90%

2010 Results 9th 10th

- - 99% 95% 99% 93%

2010 Results 11th 12th

- - 99% 99% n/a n/a

By Diane S.W. Lee and Rachel Slade
Westlake Academy celebrated its ninth 

year as the only municipally operated 
charter school in Texas this year and its 
ranking as the sixth best charter school in 
the nation according to U.S. News & World 
Report. 

Its distinction — which was also noted 
in The Washington Post and Newsweek’s 
national rankings this year — has helped 
to attract the attention of businesses and 
outside residents looking to move to West-
lake. 

However, it has also brought some chal-
lenges for town officials, who are consider-
ing an expansion of the school and grap-
pling with education funding cuts. 

“Being a public school, we face the same 
challenges of any other independent school 
district with funding,” said Tom Brymer, 
superintendent of Westlake Academy 
and Westlake town manager. “We are not 
allowed to charge tuition, so we rely on 
state funding and donations. The parent 
body has been incredibly supportive and it 
has helped us weather the storm.”

Westlake Academy receives 84 percent in 
state funding for its estimated $6.7 million 
operating budget, but in the past two years, 
the academy has seen a roughly 8 percent 
cut from the Texas Legislature. 

Other sources of funding come from 
the Town of Westlake, which handles the 
school’s debt service as the owner of the 
building and land; the Westlake Academy 
Foundation, a nonprofit established to raise 
money for the school; and donations from 
parents and area businesses.

“For the last several years [Westlake 
Academy] has generated over $500,000 a 
year from donations primarily from our 
parent body,” Mayor Laura Wheat said. “It 
is absolutely incredible.”

Westlake Academy opened its doors 
in September 2003, shortly after charter 

school legislation passed. It was a lengthy 
process to become the first city-owned 
charter school in the country, town 
spokeswoman Ginger 
Awtry said, but area 
residents had the sup-
port of former state 
Rep. Vicki Truitt.

“The concept was 
brought to the fore-
front by the individu-
als who served back in the early 2000s on 
the Board of Aldermen and the previous 
town manager as a method to promote 
community development and provide the 
students in Westlake with a local alterna-
tive for their education,” Awtry said. 

The academy opened its doors in 2003 
with 195 students in first through sixth 

award-winning Westlake academy plans for the future

WeStlaKe acadeMY

grade. The following year, the academy 
added kindergarten and seventh grade, 
and it has added a grade each year since. 

This year, the academy 
will serve about 675 
kindergarten through 
12th-grade students, 
and the district will 
go after its seventh 
exemplary rating in 10 
years. 

Although no tuition is charged, West-
lake Academy fights the charter school 
perception as a private school with 
selective entrance. Westlake residents are 
automatically admitted into the school, as 
are the children of Westlake and Westlake 
Academy employees. But only about 30 
percent of students are Westlake residents, 

Brymer said. With any remaining spots, 
the academy turns to its waiting list. Chil-
dren from more than 30 area districts are 
allowed to apply to the school, per its Texas 
Education Agency-approved admission 
boundary, and an annual lottery process 
establishes the order of the school’s exten-
sive waiting list. 

To accommodate future student enroll-
ment growth, town officials are consider-
ing a possible expansion of the academy. It 
is a good investment for Westlake, Wheat 
said. 

“The biggest positive, in my opinion, is 
the very reason the school was pursued in 
the first place — to build community and 
also to create an amenity that would draw 
residents to Westlake,” she said, “and we 
are doing that.”

2600 J.T. Ottinger Road, Westlake

817-490-5757 2003

Exemplary

“Being a public school, we face 
the same challenges of any other 
independent school district...”

—Tom Brymer
 Westlake Academy Superintendent

Anne Trimble

We are passionate about helping people preserve the wealth they have created through their 
own efforts and wise investment choices. Client education is a vital component of  our con-
sulting services regarding portfolio diversification using precious metals and precious metals 
retirement accounts. We look forward to serving you.

Author/Lecturer. Owner of  
Southlake Gold and Silver, a 
precious metals consulting 
company. Interviewed on na-
tional radio and TV who un-
derstands current worldwide 
economic turmoil. 

www.southlakegoldandsilver.com
866-966-0177 | info@southlakegoldandsilver.com

S u m m e r F u n F or e v e ryon e !
www.GrapevineTexasUSA.com/Summer • 817-410-8136

LeGo® City: Forest Ranger Pursuit • Octopus Garden
Glockenspiel Clock Tower & The Would-Be Train Robbers
Paradise Springs at Gaylord Texan • PLUS MUCH MORE!

16729_GCVB_CommImpct0612_v1.indd   1 5/31/12   10:47 AM
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Grapevine Mills Mall renovationor

experienced a substantial increase in sales 
tax revenue. Between 1997 and 1998, revenue 
jumped $3.9 million, a one-year increase of 
58 percent. And since 1998, the mall has gen-
erated about $47.4 million in sales tax rev-
enue. 

“In a community that’s dependent upon 
sales taxes, the continued success of Grape-
vine Mills is a key component to our financial 
strategy going forward,” Rumbelow said.  

The mall is also important to local employ-
ment numbers. Grapevine’s retail sector has 
grown steadily over the past decade, and 
accounts for roughly 1 in 10 jobs in the city. 
TXP estimates that between 1,800 and 2,000 
workers are supported by Grapevine Mills 
each year — a full 25 percent of retail employ-
ment citywide. 

TXP’s analysis looked beyond the mall’s 
immediate footprint as well, at “spillover” 
impact that it attributed to the mall’s success 
and location. Five major projects — Bass Pro 
Shops Outdoor World, Great Wolf Lodge, the 
Gaylord Texan Resort & Convention Cen-
ter, Legoland Discovery Center and Sea Life 
Grapevine Aquarium — have opened near 
Grapevine Mills since its establishment in 
the late ’90s. Together, the five projects rep-
resent $417.2 million in taxable value and 
more than 1,900 direct jobs. And, as officials 
pointed out, there remains huge potential for 
continued development in the area. The city’s 
two largest pieces of undeveloped commer-
cial land sit in close proximity to the mall, 
as does a major tract 
of land owned by the 
Dallas/Fort Worth 
International Airport 
that is part of devel-
opment negotiations 
between the airport 
and the city. 

Incentive details 
Officials say the mall has fared better than 

many during the economic recession, but 
sales tax revenue is currently flat. Caused by 
a number of factors, including greater com-
petition from surrounding communities, the 
rise in online shopping and mall tenant turn-
over, plateaued sales is a primary reason for 

mall and city officials looking to mix things 
up. 

Grapevine is no stranger to supporting 
the mall. In fact, its first economic develop-
ment incentive agreement was used to attract 
Grapevine Mills to the city in the first place. 
That tax increment financing district, formed 
by the city, Grapevine-Colleyville ISD, and 
Tarrant County and its hospital and col-
lege districts, committed $27.5 million over 
20 years to the mall, and it is that TIF from 
which this $10 million is coming. 

As part of the agreement approved in June, 
the mall will receive $7 million from the city 
for interior renovations, with $1.75 million 
awarded at the completion of each of four 
phases. It will also receive money for bring-
ing on the sort of tenants that will drive up 
the city’s sales tax revenues. The city has set 
a $3 million finish line for the mall bringing 
on 12 new premium tenants. Like the reno-
vations, that payment will be fulfilled in four 
installments, with $750,000 for every three 
premium tenants that open.

“A higher quality tenant mix drives higher 
income shoppers, which drives more sales 
per square foot,” Rumbelow said. “That’s in 
their interest, that’s certainly in our interest.” 

On average over the last five years, Grape-
vine Mills’ sales per square foot has sat at 
$225. If the mall were able to increase sales 
to match the national average of $296 in sales 
per square foot by the first year of renovations 
and build from there, TXP estimated that by 
the 20th year, it could produce as much as 
$524.95 million in taxable sales annually.

A new direction 
The Mills President 

Gregg Goodman said 
the mall renovations 
are still in the design 
phase with Omniplan 
Architects of Dallas, 
the firm that handled 
Dallas’ NorthPark 
Center renovation, 

but the roughly $40 million endeavor will 
transform the mall’s interior. 

Plans include a complete overhaul of store-
fronts, flooring and ceiling finishes to create 
a modern, clean look, added amenities such 
as new restrooms, and, of course, more pre-
mium tenants. 

The phased work will mostly be completed 
at night to best avoid impacting shoppers, 
and may take five years or more to complete, 
possibly even pausing during major shopping 
seasons like back-to-school and Christmas so 
as not to disrupt sales. 

And although $10 million was all that was 
approved in June, Grapevine is looking ahead 
at the possibility of renovations to the exterior 
of the mall as well. 

The city estimates an additional $4 mil-
lion will be accrued in the mall’s TIF district 
between now and its expiration in 2017, and 
Simon will have the chance to apply for that 
money for additional work. 

Inspiration for the renovations comes from 
the Opry Mills, a Simon property in Nash-
ville, Tenn., that underwent renovations after 
flood damages in May 2010 and reopened 
earlier this year. 

Leading the effort will be new general 
manager Joseph C. Szymaszek, a man whose 

more than 25 years of experience in shopping 
center management and retail includes serv-
ing as a regional vice president for The Mills 
and as a general manager at three of its prop-
erties, including the Opry Mills itself. 

Although work has yet to begin on the ren-
ovation, The Mills has already started transi-
tioning toward premium tenants. In recent 
months, both Coach Factory and Under 
Armour have opened, and plans are already 
in the works for both H&M and Michael 
Kors to have locations at the Mills. 

“In the recession, shoppers learned they 
didn’t have to pay full price for items,” Rum-
below said. “From a strategic positioning 
standpoint, upscale outlet shopping is really 
where the future’s going, and [they are] going 
to make sure the Mills is right at the forefront 
of that.”

COMPARABLE MALLS

ANALYSIS
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Allen Premium Outlets

Reporting 
Outlets

Grapevine Mills Mall

Katy Mills Mall

The Shops at La Cantera
(San Antonio)

Tanger & Premium Outlets
(San Marcos)

150

$512

$241

$311

$292 $456

559
433

248
462

Taxable Sales 
Per Sq. Ft. (2011)

Square 
Footage
442,000

1,777,000

1,556,000

1,320,000

1,137,000

sources: texas comptroller of public accounts, Mall websites, tXp, inc.

“From a strategic positioning 
standpoint, upscale outlet shopping 
is really where the future’s going, and 
[they are] going to make sure the Mills 
is right at the forefront of that.”

—Bruno Rumbelow
 Grapevine City Manager

Featured Property

Call Tim Hayes at 817-239-7255
for more information on this property or any property listed in the MLSS

1230 South Main Street • Grapevine • Ph: 817.481.5851 • Fax: 817.484.1633

1815 Green Trail • Keller, TX 76248
4 Bedrooms, 3.5 Baths • 2,740 Sq. Ft.

• Hardwood fl ooring
• Silestone counters
• Custom wall fi nishes
• Huge detached garage

$284,900

Fresh Baked Treats
Toys, Beds, Collars, Leashes & More!

Raw Diet for Dogs & CatsHolistic Dog & Cat Food*
Birthday Cakes & Birthday Bone Club

5615 Colleyville Blvd. #320, Colleyville TX • 817-656-BARK (2275)
www.barkavenuemarket.com • info@barkavenuemarket.com

(Next to Costa Vida in Market Street Shopping Center)

Bring your pets!

Premium Dog Food. Limit 1 per customer 
per day. Cannot be combined with any other 

offers. Expries 9/20/12

10% OFF

Birthday Cakes & Birthday B

Bring in this Coupon for your FREE 
Fresh baked dog treat and receive 
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Carroll ISD TRE CISD budgetor

Dropping rates 
If voters approve the measure Sept. 15, 

their overall tax rate will increase by only 
a half cent — to $1.42 per $100 of valua-
tion. That is because in addition to call-
ing for the two-cent TRE, trustees also 
approved a 1.5-cent decrease on the inter-
est and sinking — or debt repayment — 
side of their tax rate. 

If the TRE fails next month, taxpayers 
will still see the 1.5-cent drop in their tax 
rate in the coming year. But a majority of 
trustees expressed hope that lowering the 
rate on one side would make taxpayers 
more comfortable with increasing it on 
the other, where money is more desper-
ately needed.

With the average Carroll ISD home 
having a taxable value of $467,580 this 
year, the tax ratification election failing 
in September would mean a roughly $70 
decrease for the average homeowner. If 
the vote passes and taxes raise by a half-
cent overall, the average homeowner 
would pay about $23 more in taxes this 
year. Fred Stovall, the lone trustee who 
voted against the TRE, said he applauded 
the board decreasing taxes where it could 
this year but could not support even the 
possibility of taxes going up. 

Separate funds 
In preparation for the election, trustees 

and district staff will continue to educate 
voters. Among the most confusing items 
for residents, officials say, are the differ-
ence between the two tax rates and the 
regulation of local revenue.

The M&O and I&S sides of a district’s 
tax rate feed into two separate funds. 
M&O tax revenue is used for the district’s 
general operating budget, and in the case 
of property-wealthy districts like Carroll, 
it may also be recaptured by the state and 
redistributed to poorer districts. I&S rev-
enue is reserved strictly for debt service. 

Changes to education funding passed 
during the 2005 legislative session cut 
schools’ M&O tax rates dramatically, 
allowing them to set rates no higher than 
$1.04 per $100 of valuation without voter 

input. And the law includes a provision 
that protects the first two cents added to 
the tax rate from Robin Hood recapture. 

Past surveys conducted by the district 
have shown strong support for a two-cent 
TRE among taxpayers because of that 
provision. Trustee Erin Shoupp said the 
result of the election would send a clear 
signal to the board about the priorities of 
district residents. 

“With so many things going on in the 
economy and how many people have been 
impacted negatively … we could be mov-
ing to a situation where people’s expec-
tations of the district are different,” she 
said. “The best way to determine that is to 
put it in the hands of the voters.”

Special election 
In addition to whether to hold a TRE, 

trustees debated when to hold it. Stovall 
advocated putting the item on the Novem-
ber ballot when, he predicted, turnout 
would be higher and costs could be lower. 

Robb Welch, assistant superinten-
dent for financial services, said holding 
the special election is estimated to cost 
about $15,000 compared to the $10,000 
to $12,000 cost of holding an election 
jointly in November. However, having the 
results of the election before Sept. 30, the 
district’s deadline for setting its tax rate, 
will save the district thousands of dollars 
in re-posting and re-reporting, he said.

Trustees also argued that holding the 
election separately would attract voters 
who are better educated on the issue. 

“People show up for things that they 
care about,” Ballew said. “You get people 
that show up on Nov. 2 that are never 
going to show up in September because 
they don’t know and they don’t care.”

No matter the vote, trustees will still be 
faced with tough decisions now and in the 
future, as long as current funding struc-
tures remain in place at the state level. 

“Even if the TRE were to pass, it is a 
very small Band-Aid on a flowing river of 
problems,” Shoupp said. “It doesn’t mean 
everyone sitting up here won’t be making 
incredibly tough decisions next year.”

Source: Texas Education Agency

School districts in Texas are allowed to tax up to $1.04 per $100 of 
property valuation for the district’s maintenance and operations. 
The tax dollars collected are supplemented with state and federal 
money. However, the districts are allowed to tax up to an ad-
ditional 13 cents with voter approval. In Carroll ISD, after 2 addi-

tional cents, the district is subject to recapture, which means instead of the state giving additional 
money, the school district must give the state some of the taxes collected by the district. Districts 
often refer to the portions of the tax rate as gold, silver and bronze pennies.

(between $1.07 & $1.17) 
Bronze pennies bring in 
taxpayer dollars, but a 
portion of revenue is given 
to the state via recapture.

(between $1.04 & $1.06) 
Golden pennies bring in 
taxpayer dollars and 
additional state aid.

(between $0 & $1.04) 
Silver pennies are the 
amount allowed by 
state law without voter 
approval.

A penny’s

We Sell Southlake
The market is hot right now! 
Call today for a FREE market analysis of your home.  
 
The Getz Team has closed on 50 homes YTD.  We are 
on track to close 100 homes this year ~ why not, have 
your home be SOLD too?

Southlake Town Center | 112 State Street, Suite 218, Southlake | www.getzteam.com | 817.881.7468

Ask about our
Save & Move Program!

Southlake home under contract
in just 11 days!

I can defi nitely help you with one of the three.

 
There is no cost for a meet and greet.  Lunch time 
consultations are free, I’ll even buy you lunch at a 
local burger house.

Do you want to fi x Congress?

Straighten out the Social Security System?

Get your accounting and taxes in order?

1245 South Main Street, Suite 100, 
Grapevine

Alfredo@GrapevineCPA.com

817-421-0720

®

September 29, 2012

Goody Bags for Each Participant

Free Registration

Prizes for Local Winners

$10,000 in Cash Prizes for 

National Winners

Register online at
www.mathnasium.com/

TriMathlon or at

Mathnasium of Southlake
1251 E. Southlake Blvd. Suite 305,

Southlake, TX 76092 • 817-421-1900
Microsoft is not responsible for the conduct or administration of this promotion.

Xbox 360 and the Xbox Sphere logo are trademarks of the  
Microsoft group of companies and are under license from Microsoft.
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Tarrant County County budgetor

have been holding off on large purchases 
like that for a number of years as they fought 
to stay conservative in the wake of the 
Great Recession, but Fickes said that at this 
point, repairing aging equipment is just not 
a good investment. Apart from a few large 
purchases, he predicts commissioners will 
simply do their best to absorb rising costs 
countywide. 

Population pains 
Tarrant County remains one of the fast-

est growing counties in the nation, and with 
that has come a number of challenges that 
put pressure on the county budget. 

A primary concern is the rising cost of 
anything having to do with criminal justice. 
The number of court filings have increased 
along with the population, and that trans-
lates to a need for more staff in everything 
from the sheriff ’s and constable’s offices to 
the courts and jails. It also means increased 
costs on supplies, prisoner care and trials (a 
single capital murder case can cost as much 
as $700,000). 

“When I say criminal justice, that’s a wide 
paintbrush painting a lot of things,” Fickes 
said. “We will continue to provide those ser-
vices and the safety needed for the citizens 
who live here, but that is getting more and 
more expensive.” 

The county is also seeing the effects of 
state budget cuts in the area of public safety. 

For example, Fickes said, when prisoners 
are sentenced to the state prison, the state 
is supposed to transport them out of the 
county jail within 45 days. 

“But they don’t come get them in 45 days,” 
Fickes said. “Many are here 90, 120 days, and 
that’s costing our jail a fortune to continue 
to provide everything that goes along with 
prisoner care.” 

Public health has been another area where 
commissioners have watched costs escalate. 
As the population grows and the recession 
continues to leave residents without jobs 
and health insurance, the public health 
department has had to adapt to serving 
more people and the county’s hospital, John 
Peter Smith, is taking on more and more 
indigent cases. 

Schneider said the county is also spending 
more on mental health services as the state 
has pulled back funding in that area, and 
Fickes points out that many surrounding 
counties, including Parker, Denton, Wise 
and Johnson, do not have their own county 
hospitals. 

“So when their people get sick and need 
emergency help, they come blowing into 
our emergency rooms at JPS and we’ve got 
to take care of them,” Fickes said, “and that’s 
uncompensated care in most cases.” 

Transportation 
Talk with any of the county’s commis-

sioners and a main concern that will arise is 
transportation. As Tarrant grows, the cities, 
county and state are being forced to deal with 

the infrastructure needs of a larger popula-
tion and their vehicles. Much of the major 
roadwork in the county is being funded by 
the Texas Department of Transportation or 
by public-private partnerships, but Fickes 
said work on major highways, like Hwys. 
121, 114 and 26 in this market, have addi-
tional consequences for cities and counties. 

“People are avoiding the highways under 
construction ... in those vicinities, causing 
much more damage to the city and county 
roads than they would normally,” he said. 
“It’s causing those roads to be prematurely 
worn, so for example a road may need to be 
redone in six years instead of in 10.”

In areas of the county where the oil and 
gas industry is also making its mark, roads 
are being hit especially hard. In most cases, 
more than 1,000 trucks travel to and from 
gas sites during their initial drilling startup, 
Fickes said, and although several of the large 

companies help defray the costs of road 
maintenance, other smaller companies do 
not. Highways are not the only pieces of 
roadwork that will need significant work 
in the coming years. Many of the county’s 
bridges have received low scores by the 
state — in most cases for being too narrow 
to safely handle passing modern vehicles 
— and bridge reconstruction is particularly 
expensive.

“We’re a conservative county anyway, but 
we’ve put on our ultraconservative hats since 
2009,” Schneider said. “While there will be 
some new positions that we’ll recommend, 
those are some things that are fewer and 
fewer every year … and we’re looking to the 
departments to solve their own issues inter-
nally.” 

Tarrant County Dallas County El Paso County Travis County
(Austin)

Bexar County
(San Antonio)

Harris County
(Houston)

Comparing COUNTIESComparing COUNTIES

tarrant has the lowest county tax rate of the state’s six 
urban areas. these rates, in dollars per $100 of valuation, 
include county and hospital district taxes. source: 

tarrant 
county

0.4919 0.5141 0.5228 0.5377 0.5724 0.5844

YOUR SPECIAL OCCASION
...in the heart of Southlake.{ }

From Intimate Gatherings of 20 Guest
to Grand Affairs of 500,The Hilton Southlake 

is the Perfect Location!
Allow us to be of complete service to you!
The Hilton Southlake is dedicated to making
your event nothing less than perfect!
Our talented and imaginative catering team
will assist you in creating the ideal setting.

Retirement Parties
Baby Showers

Graduation Parties
Rehearsal Dinners
Bridal Luncheons

Engagement Parties
Weddings and More!

Please call 817-422-9900 or visit www.SouthlakeHilton.com

We don't serve fast food...
We serve fresh food as fast as we can!

20% OFF 
your entire bill
Not valid with any other offers 
or specials. Expires 9/30/12

BUY ONE
GET ONE FREE 
Breakfast or Lunch
With the purchase of two 
beverages. Not valid with any 
other offers or specials.
Expires 9/30/12

322 S. Park Blvd • Grapevine, TX • 817.310.3225
at Northwest Hwy in Tom Thumb Shopping Center

Hours: Mon-Sat 6:30am - 2:30pm
Sun 7:00am - 2:30pm • 7 DAYS A WEEK
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Kiss It Good Buy
Consignment shop keeps it in the family

D elicate figurines, a pair of 
Edward Wormley chairs, 
a fur-topped footstool, 

a Jack Vettriano print, and a cat 
decked out in fake nails and an 
antique necklace who answers to 
Walkie Talkie — customers can 
find them all at Kiss It Good Buy. 
The 10-year-old furniture con-
signment shop on North Main 
Street in Grapevine was started 
by Lisa Crafton and one of her 
friends. Now with 5,000 consign-
ors, the store has taken on a life 
of its own under the direction of 
Lisa and her daughter, Chelsea. 

Chelsea Crafton majored in 
drawing and painting at college, 
but watching her mother start 
Kiss It inspired a minor in home 
furnishings merchandising. 

“I took a history of furniture 
class and that did it for me,” 
she said. “I feel like whether I’m 
painting something or putting 
something together here, it is all 
the same creative process.”

When her mother’s business 

partner struck out on her own, 
Chelsea Crafton proposed com-
ing on full time with her newly 
learned skills. 

“We didn’t know how well 
we’d work together, but it worked 
out real well,” Lisa Crafton said. 
“We just really complement each 
other.”

Lisa Crafton takes on much 
of the business side of Kiss It, 
tackling the books and handling 
all the small details of running a 
business, while Chelsea Crafton 
handles the look of the store, 
organizing consignments to high-
light their eclectic offerings. 

“A lot of consignment shops 
in this area take strictly furni-
ture of one style or type, but I 
like vintage, I like modern, I like 
traditional, I like to mix it all up,” 
Chelsea Crafton said. 

When the store first opened in 
about 3,000 square feet, consign-
ments were mostly furniture and 
a few accessories. Those product 
constraints did not last long, 

though. The Craftons recall the 
first time a handbag came into 
the store, and from there, inven-
tory grew. Now they offer furni-
ture, art, vases, lamps and chan-
deliers, vintage jewelry, collectible 
figurines, select purses and 
clothing, and more, priced from 
as low as $4 to as high as $10,000, 
and they fill a 6,000-square-foot 
space to the brim. 

“I bet we could double this 
space and not blink an eye, but 
we can’t seem to talk anybody out 
of leaving or moving over,” Lisa 
Crafton said, laughing. 

The oddest thing the pair has 
ever consigned was a South Afri-
can Beetle, Chelsea Crafton said, 
but their proximity to Dallas/
Fort Worth International Airport 
means it’s not uncommon to find 
pieces from all over the world in 
their shop. 

“That’s the best thing about 
this business, is the people that 
you meet — and seeing the things 
that come in,” Lisa Crafton said. 

Lisa and Chelsea Crafton 
say meeting their custom-
ers and consignors is the 
best part of their job.  

  Figurines greet shoppers at every turn.

 Furniture offerings run the gamut from an-
tique to vintage to modern. 

Kiss It Good Buy
150 N. Main St. 
Grapevine
817-481-9754 
www.kissitgoodbuy.net

Business

By Rachel Slade
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Saturday
October 13, 2012
Ir ving Convention Center

GRACE: Celebrating 25 years of helping families
in our community affected by tragedy.

NEW BUILDING, 
SAME GREAT 
STAFF.
First Financial Bank Grapevine has opened a new branch 

right in the heart of Grapevine. Our new convenient location 

offers you the great service you’ve grown to love from the 

same great people. People who’ll always put You First.

1015 W. Northwest Highway
Grapevine, TX 76051 
817-722-8980
www.fi rstfi nbank.com

MEMBER FDIC

offers you the great service you’ve grown to love from the 

same great people. People who’ll always put You First.same great people. People who’ll always put You First.

YOU FIRST

FFIN12283-Grpvine4.9167x6.04.indd   1 8/9/12   10:42 AM
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Planet Burrito
Earth-friendly Latin fusion joint takes taste buds on a trip 

S even years ago in a Planet at the 
intersection of Hwy. 114 and 
Kimball Avenue in Southlake, 

Texans and Californians began battling it 
out to earn the love of hungry customers. 
Beef brisket, barbecue sauce and shred-
ded cheese met grilled fajita steak, roasted 
garlic and guacamole in a field of crinkled 
tin foil, and when the steam cleared, both 
had made it to the top of the menu. See, at 
this Planet, the Texans and Californians — 
along with Jamaicans and Surfer Babes — 
are signature flavors to be found in tacos, 
galactic burritos and salads. 

“I have a love and passion for Mexican 
food done differently,” said Bill Campbell, 
a co-owner of Planet Burrito. “This isn’t 
your typical Tex-Mex restaurant.”

Campbell opened Planet Burrito in 
Southlake at the end of 2005 along with 
his father, William, and his uncle, Bob. 
The three have worked together for years, 
running corporate and vacation travel 
businesses. The inspiration came from Bill, 
who grew up in Texas but lived in Califor-
nia for a decade as an Air Force pilot. 

“Growing up in Texas, I loved Tex-Mex,” 
he said, “but when I lived in California, I 
loved the burrito stands you’d find there. 
And when I was flying with students all 
over the place as an instructor pilot, it 
seemed like the students really liked to go 
to burrito places.” 

Looking to add something new to their 
business mix and establish a catering 
option for their existing corporate custom-
ers in the DFW area, the Campbells began 
developing their topical-Latin fusion menu 
in a test kitchen. Now signature menu 
items include the “Jamaica Mon,” featur-
ing Jamaican jerk-seasoned fajita chicken, 
fresh mango and grilled jalapeno, and 
the Ah-Chee-WaWa, featuring bratwurst 
sausage with crushed tater tots and chili. 
Most signature items, which can be eaten 
as a taco, burrito, bowl or salad, are also 

flavored with fresh-made sauces and dress-
ings (everything from a spicy avocado sour 
cream sauce to a chipotle aioli). And for 
those who want something truly original, a 
custom build option is available. 

“A lot of people pay up front and have 
their food brought out versus standing in 
line, but we wanted to still have the option 
for those who like the custom-build expe-
rience,” Bill Campbell said.

Although the name hits a sci-fi nerve, 
the Campbells say the concept is really 
focused here on Earth: being planet 
friendly and using flavors from across the 
globe. The interior features low-voltage 
lighting and low water use fixtures. 
The owners also seek out options to use 
recycled goods and decrease their carbon 
footprint by buying products locally. 

The menu has grown organically over 
time, inspired by the owners’ travels and 
customers’ preferences. 

“As we travel ... we’re always thinking, 
‘Is that something we ought to add to the 
menu?’” Bob Campbell said. 

Customer input has truly guided the 
offerings at Planet Burrito, the Campbells 
said, leading to more vegetarian options 
(including meat-free beans) and a menu 
that is completely gluten free with the 
exception of the flour tortillas. The restau-
rant also offers a lineup of beer, wine and 
margaritas, which entice customers to stick 
around in the evenings and on the week-
ends. After seven years, the Campbells say 
they are now looking at the possibility of 
franchising their concept — perhaps as 
soon as within the next six months. 

“We envision growing out only when 
we think the concept is absolutely set in 
stone and ready to go,” Bill Campbell said. 
“We’ve had a lot of franchise interest and 
we’re actually ready as a company from a 
structure standpoint, but from a concept 
standpoint, we’re still tweaking it and 
tinkering with it.” 

By Rachel Slade

Heat-lovers can choose from four custom hot 
sauces when they get to the table. 

The Fish Tastic tacos are among Planet Burrito’s 
bestselling menu items.

Bob Campbell and his nephew, Bill, are two of the owners behind Southlake’s Planet Burrito. 

Owner Favorites
Fish Tastic – tortilla, chipotle and lime-encrusted fried tilapia topped with cabbage slaw and 
pico de gallo, and drizzled with chipotle aioli. ($3.59-$10.29)

Californian – Marinated grilled fajita steak and roasted garlic clove topped with shredded 
lettuce, diced tomato and guacamole, and drizzled with fresh lime juice and garlic lime sauce 
($2.99-$8.89)

Southwestern – slow roasted pork carnitas, grilled serrano pepper and grilled corn topped 
with shredded cheese and guacamole, and drizzled with diablo sauce and chipotle aioli 
($2.99-$8.29)

Planet Burrito 
260 N. kimball Ave., Ste. 264 
Southlake 817-421-7593 
www.planet-burrito.com
Hours Mon.-Thurs. 11 a.m.—9 p.m., Fri. 11 a.m.—10 p.m., 
Sat. 11 a.m.—10 p.m., Sun. 11 a.m.—9 p.m.
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Open to those who live, work, or attend school in 
Tarrant, Denton, Parker, and Johnson Counties.

.

Your savings federally insured to at least $250,000
and backed by the full faith and credit of the United States Government

National Credit Union Administration, a U.S. Government Agency

NCUA

Subject to credit approval. Your specific rate and term will be dependent upon your credit rating 
and other factors. Rates and terms subject to change without notice. Some restrictions may apply.

Access Line of Credit Loans

D o � I t � Yo u r s e l f

DIY24/7
Make your life easier with an 
Access Line of Credit Loan.  

Anywhere. Anytime. 24/7
Great for:

� Vacation  
� Cash
� School Expenses 
� Bill Consolidation
� Overdraft Protection for your  
  Care(free) Checking account

(817) 835-5000
www.ftwccu.org

We hear you loud and clear.
Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local coupons. Available every day, where you live, work and play!
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F or the last couple of years, members of 
the Bob Jones Nature Center non-
profit organization have been running 

hikes, programs and other day-to-day 
operations at the sprawling Southlake site 
while the city has provided department 
support and maintained the building and 
property. This month, that relationship was 
formalized. 

“It was kind of like a marriage; 18 
months ago, Chris Tribble came to me and 
said, ‘Let’s make this legal,’” said Debra 
Edmondson, president of the Bob Jones 
Nature Center’s board of directors. 

She and Tribble, the city’s community 
services director, worked through an 
agreement that would benefit both the 
group and the city: Southlake will main-
tain the building and grounds, and pay the 
nonprofit $100,000 annually to run activi-
ties there, and the nonprofit will focus on 
building up the center’s offerings. 

Creating a public-private partnership to 
run the center had been a longterm goal of 
the nonprofit, Edmondson said, and she 
expects it will mean big things for the pre-
serve, especially because city funding will 
allow them to hire a larger staff, including 
a naturalist and education coordinator.

“We have amazing volunteers and they 
have done an incredible amount of work 
… but it will really be incredible to have 
people who are really focused working 
with those volunteers to increase program-
ming and spread awareness,” center Execu-
tive Director Emily Galpin said. 

As Edmondson put it, their first goal 
is to put Bob Jones Nature Center on 
the map. One of her first priorities is 

The Bob Jones Nature Center organization recently entered into an agreement with the City of Southlake 
to handle programs and operations at the site. 

map-based, in fact. It will likely take a 
couple of years, but she and the city are 
focused on changing the center’s entrance 
and signage from Bob Jones Road to White 
Chapel Boulevard. 

The move will not only take traffic off of 
a residential street, but help increase the 
center’s visibility to passing drivers and 
people enjoying the amenities at nearby 
Bob Jones Park. 

Among the board’s other plans are to 
begin offering a variety of educational 
hikes for visitors, increase nature and 
science programming for children and 
adults, and attract a consistent schedule of 
interactive speakers. The organization also 
plans to equip the center with everything it 
needs to serve as a venue for special events, 
to build a corporate retreat program and 
to strengthen the center’s relationship with 
area school districts. 

The center is getting something of a test 
run with those goals this year, working in 
partnership with the Fort Worth Nature 
Center to provide nature and science pro-
grams for underrepresented children in the 
Fort Worth ISD’s after school program. 

Edmondson has been involved in the 
center since she voted to build it in the late 
‘90s as a member of the Southlake City 
Council, and she provided much of the 
nonprofit’s seed money. 

The City Council last year finalized a 
25-year land lease that more than doubled 
the size of the preserve, expanding it to 
577 acres, and signed off on a master plan 
that called for expanded trails, a new and 
expanded learning center, and continued 
preservation of the park’s most sensitive 
nature areas. 

“This organization has always had a 
team of incredibly dedicated volunteers, 
and this is an exciting step forward for 
them now to actually assume management 
and take it to the next level,” said Council-
woman Carolyn Morris, who previously 
served on the center’s board of directors. 
“I think this is a passionate group that can 
really champion the master plan.” 

By Rachel Slade

Bob Jones 
Nature Center
Nonprofit will lead efforts 
for the next three years
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Bob Jones 
road

HOP ABOARD the Grapevine Vintage 
Railroad and ride between Grapevine’s 
 Cotton Belt Depot and the Fort Worth 
Stockyards, or on the Stockyards – Trinity 
 River Run. Travel in authentic 1920s and 
30s Victorian-style coaches.

We’ve got the inside track on fun.

For schedules, rates and train information 
visit www.GVRR.com or call 817.410.3123.

Proud Corporate 
Sponsor

NOW 
AIR-CONDITIONED

16734_GCVB_Community_Impact_Aug_train_v1.indd   1 8/3/12   11:32 AM

Lunch Specials 11:00 to 3:00 | BYOB

Over 20 Kinds of Authentic � ai Food

Come See Our Newly Redecorated
Restaurant Under New Management

2100 w. Northwest Hwy #210 • Grapevine • 817-424-3765
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Any order 
over $30
With this ad. Exp. 9-20-12

$5 OFF
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real estate

Countryside Estates
Grapevine – 76051

Build-out year: 1994

Number of homes (estimated): 412

Average square footage: 2,556

Home values: $70-$124 
(prices per square foot)

HOA dues (estimated): voluntary

Amenities: Jogging path, bike trail, park, 
playground, lake

Nearby attractions: dFw airport, lake 
Grapevine, Grapevine Main street, colleyville 
town center, Gaylord texan.

Property taxes:

city of colleyville 0.3480 
tarrant county 0.2640 
tarrant county college 0.1490 
tarrant county hospital 0.2279 
Grapevine–colleyville isd 1.3100

Total (per $100 value) 2.2989

Grapevine–Colleyville ISD Schools:

o.c. taylor elementary school 
5300 pool road, 
colleyville, tX 76034

colleyville Middle school 
1100 Bogart drive, 
colleyville, tX 76034

colleyville heritage high school 
5401 heritage ave. 
colleyville, tX 76034 

3302 Bridlewood Dr.  $199,000 
3 Bedroom / 2.1 Bath 1,904 sq. ft.
agent: nanette ecklund-luker
817-235-8260

4157 Harvestwood Dr.  $221,800 
3 Bedroom / 2.1 Bath 2,092 sq. ft.
agent: karen wilson
817-994-8700

4117 Heartstone Dr.  $267,500 
4 Bedroom / 2.1 Bath 2,428 sq. ft.
agent: alice Bien
817-789-9437

3251 Summerfield Dr.  $249,900 
4 Bedroom / 2.1 Bath 2,662 sq. ft.
agent: John schepps
817-235-8040

No. of homes 
for sale

No. of homes 
under contract

Avg. days on 
the market

4 1 54

No. of homes sold 
in the last year

Square footage
Low/High

Selling price
Low/High

1 1,758/3,318 $181,000/$308,000

On the market  (As of July 31, 2012)

Featured homesOverview

Market Data Grapevine, Colleyville, Southlake

Price Range

Number of homes for sale Average days on the market

Grapevine Colleyville Southlake Grapevine Colleyville Southlake

Less than $100,000 4 1 - 33 231 -

$100,000–$149,900 8 1 1 57 488 84

$150,000–$199,900 47 6 4 69 105 376

$200,000–$299,900 88 23 9 66 89 84

$300,000–$399,900 42 68 26 74 103 118

$400,000–$499,900 23 60 62 80 126 86

$500,000–$749,900 5 81 115 73 128 121

$750,000–$999,900 3 27 48 250 211 95

$1 million + - 34 62 - 203 178

Month

Number of homes sold Average price

Grapevine Colleyville Southlake Grapevine Colleyville Southlake

July 2012 58 41 88 $238,552 $471,621 $613,770

June 2012 55 36 86 $240,291 $460,249 $617,067

May 2012 51 44 53 $275,223 $527,147 $553,347

Apr. 2012 37 40 49 $291,574 $435,327 $563,753

Mar. 2012 39 39 32 $265,425 $413,764 $606,685

Feb. 2012 32 23 18 $233,485 $529,761 $545,255

Jan. 2012 32 23 22 $237,659 $393,786 $479,452

Dec. 2011 36 27 32 $231,215 $408,828 $546,706

Nov. 2011 29 21 34 $224,032 $461,661 $591,905

On the market  (as of July 31th) Monthly home sales

Data compiled by 
Tim Hayes 

RE/MAX on Main
817-239-7255

TimHayes@remax.net
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Looking for
Coupons?

Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local 
and regional coupons

Just click and print


