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Community policing, 
department cooperation 
drive low offense rates

Colleyville crime hits 20-year low

Southlake to continue addressing road congestion, sidewalk gaps 
Traffic issues top resident concerns
By Diane S.W. Lee

Seventy-five percent of Southlake resi-
dents feel safe walking around their neigh-
borhoods at night. Moving around the city, 
however, remains a challenge.

The 2011 Southlake Citizen Survey found 
that residents ranked traffic conditions and 
pedestrian mobility as their top priorities.  

“Survey respondents have told us for 
years that trails and sidewalks are impor-
tant to them,” City Manager Shana Yelver-
ton said in an email. “This is why we have 
invested heavily into our trail and side-
walk network over the past several years. 
In fact, over 9.5 miles of sidewalk [were] 
constructed since 2009. We have received a 
large grant and are working with the Texas 
Department of Transportation to ‘fill in’ the 
sidewalk gaps along FM 1709.” 

More than 800 residents late last year 
graded their satisfaction of the city’s ser-
vices, from maintaining appearance of 
parks, landscapes and facilities to man-
aging trash and recycling collection to 

providing pedestrian pathways. 

Constructing sidewalks, trails
As part of the city’s capital improvement 

program, the Southlake City Council allo-
cates money every year to construct side-
walks and trails in the city. Last fiscal year, 
the city budgeted $800,000 for sidewalks. 
The city completed a trail in Bicentennial 
Park, a sidewalk from West Kirkwood Bou-
levard to North White Chapel Boulevard, 
and a school connector from North White 
Chapel Boulevard at the new Walnut Grove 
Elementary School. 

Since fiscal year 2009, the city has com-
pleted more than 25 trail, sidewalk and 
school connector projects as part of its cap-
ital improvement program. The city bud-
geted $400,000 this year. During its Feb. 21 
meeting, the City Council identified this 
year’s priority sidewalk projects. Work is 
anticipated to begin in May and finish in 
September for the addition of sidewalks in 

By Diane S.W. Lee
The City of Colleyville’s popula-

tion grew by 79 percent in the past 
two decades. Despite this tremen-
dous growth, though, the city cel-
ebrated its lowest crime rate in 20 
years in 2011.

“Typically, we are the saf-
est community here in Tarrant 
County,” Colleyville Police Chief 
Michael Holder said. “When 
you combine modern policing 
methods and strategies … with 
strong community support and 

involvement, those things lead to 
crime reduction.” 

Holder attributes the low crime 
rate to patrol and community 
policing, the neighborhood crime 
watch and Citizens On Patrol, 
which is a group of volunteer 
residents who act as extra sets of 
eyes and ears for the city’s police 
department. 

Colleyville also works with 
the police departments serving 
Southlake and Keller to reduce 
crime in the region. 

Colleyville’s data shows total 
reported crimes against people 
and property hovered between 
a low of  256 and a high of 365 
between 1991 and 2010. 

Although the population in 
Colleyville has nearly doubled in 
the past 20 years — from 12,724 
people in 1990 to 22,807 people in 
2010 according to the U.S. Census 
Bureau — only 201 offenses were 
reported last year. 

Crimes reported
Texas police departments sub-

mit annual reported crime offense 
statistics to the state and the Fed-
eral Bureau of Investigation’s Uni-
form Crime Reporting system. 
The crime offenses submitted by 
law enforcement agencies are of 
reported cases, and those known 
as Part 1 crimes (murder, rape, 

three locations (see Page 9 sidebar). 
 “Southlake has made significant prog-

ress in the last few years in addressing non-
automotive connectivity throughout the 
city,” Southlake’s 2007 Sidewalk Plan report 

reads. “However, there are numerous 
missing sidewalk links in the existing net-
work and the majority of neighborhoods 
(80 percent) do not have any sidewalks.” 

See Survey | 9

See Crime | 8

Colleyville Police Department self-defense instructor Toni Oyler (left), Police Chief 
Michael Holder and Operations Lt. Hillary Wreay discuss the city’s crime statistics 
during a morning briefing in late February. 
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SOUTHLAKE CITIZEN SURVEY 
SATISFACTION LEVEL 2009 vs. 2011

MAINTAIN LOCAL
STREETS & ROADS

MAINTAIN PARKS, 
LANDSCAPES, & FACILITIES

MANAGE TRAFFIC
CONGESTION

PROVIDE A VARIETY OF PARKS & 
RECREATION FACILITIES

PROVIDE PEDESTRIAN  
PATHWAYS (SIDEWALKS, TRAILS)

PATROL NEIGHBORHOODS, 
BUILDINGS & BUSINESSES

2009 2011

Southlake collected 785 survey responses in 2009 and 812 in 2011. Graphic does not include all survey results. 

Source: City of Southlake
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To:

 
When: 

Where: 

rSVP:

ThoSe of you ThaT WanT  
To exPerience The lifeSTyle 
 
Model iS oPen daily    10:00 aM - 6:00 PM 
 SundayS 12:00 PM - 6:00 PM 

1573 Main STreeT 
SouThlake ToWn Square

noT neceSSary unleSS you Would like  
To book a PriVaTe Tour 817.310.1093

calling SouThlake ToWn Square hoMe

The opportunity to live within Southlake’s Town 
Square environment is now a reality.  

Imagine urban living with modern conveniences  
while enjoying the amenities and lifestyle of a small  
suburban community. You can own your own home 
within the Southlake Town Square community.

Plans for the newest development,“The Garden  
District” have been approved by the City of Southlake. 

Convenient living only a short walk from several 
parks, your favorite places to shop and dine while 
being able to live in a David Schwarz-designed 
Brownstone, incorporating modern high quality  
amenities with old world charm and finishes.  

The residences at Town Square are the perfect an-
swer for those who want to live “in town” and ehnjoy 
an array of nearby conveniences, or just downsize. 
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It is hard to believe, but 
with this issue we celebrate 
one year of being a part 
of the lives of Grapevine, 
Colleyville and Southlake 
residents and business 
owners. 

One year old! If we were babies, we 
would be walking and talking by now. And 
boy have we been walking and talking here 
in Northeast Tarrant County!

From the controversies of urban drilling 
and liquor stores to the frustrations that 
come with transportation projects and the 
excitement that grows over new buildings 
and businesses, these communities have 
given us the chance to cover it all in the 
past 12 months. 

It has been a pleasure eating in your 
restaurants, shopping in your local busi-
nesses, meeting your community builders 
and driving your roads. (OK, maybe not 
the roads bit.)

And now we are expanding our reach. 

With this issue, the residents and busi-
nesses of Westlake get their first look at 
Community Impact Newspaper. 

The Town of Westlake is a small, but 
proud community populated by hard-
working, visionary leaders in the areas of 
business, entertainment, sports, medicine 
and more. 

It is also home to the only municipally 
owned school in the nation, some of the 
area’s most significant employers and 
several of the country’s most well-known 
personalities. We are thrilled to be cover-
ing their most important issues, from road 
construction and taxes to economic devel-
opment and quality of life initiatives. 

Welcome to the Community Impact 
family, Westlake readers! 
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Grapevine City Council update
impactnews.com

“Grapevine City Council compensation consists of monthly 
stipends of a few hundred dollars? The Council, serving less 
than 50,000 residents, has made themselves among the 
best compensated in Texas, according to the Star-Telegram 
and the Texas Municipal League. Members report $10,000 
annually to the IRS in pay for attendance at meetings and 
unknown ‘reimbursements.’ Further, Mr. and Mrs. Grapevine 
Taxpayer pay for members’ health care. 
City Hall should be truthful about tax dollars taken home.” 

—Kathleen Thompson

LBJ Express
impactnews.com

“You never fail to take your coverage beyond what any 
other publication is offering. Quick example: while I knew 
in general about the plans for I-635, I had yet to see the 
oft-repeated ‘double-decker’ explained in actual detail. 
Your graphic capsulated it perfectly. It’s not a completely 
closed tunnel, as was widely insinuated. The rationale for the 
project is much clearer with this information.”

—Ken Martin
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News

Features

On Page 4, the McDonald’s at 5345 William D. Tate Ave. 
in Grapevine is under new ownership. Michaeline Perez-
Guzman took over the business in December 2011.  

Correction  – Volume 1, Issue 12

Check out the new and improved 
impactnews.com

Subscribe to our e-newsletter at  
impactnews.com

Find us on Facebook at  
impactnews.com/gcs-facebook

Follow us on Twitter @impactnews_gcs

Find local coupons online at  
impactdeals.com

Easily browse or search news articles from your 
community or across the state.

Stay informed with daily, online-exclusive community 
news and information.

Learn about upcoming events with the community  
calendar.

Make your voice heard by commenting on articles or 
participating in online polls.
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5  Buffalo Cantina, a restaurant offering 
a variety of Mexican and Latin American 
dishes, opened this month at 2801 E. 
Southlake Blvd. in Southlake.  
817-983-3266, www.buffalocantina.net

Coming Soon

6  An American designer store for 
handbags and accessories, Coach Factory 
is scheduled to open this month in 
Grapevine Mills mall, 3000 Grapevine 
Mills Parkway., Ste. 209 in Grapevine. 
www.coach.com

Relocations

7  Susan Martinez, a licensed marriage 
and family therapist, recently relocated 
her practice to 609 Cheek Sparger Road, 
Ste. 104 in Colleyville. Martinez provides 
psychotherapy for individuals, couples and 
families. 817-823-7311,  
www.susanmartinezlmft.com

8  Punky Lunky, a children’s boutique 
and gift store, plans this month to move 
into a bigger space nearby at 99 Cheek 
Sparger Road, Ste. 101A in Colleyville.  
817-705-7437, www.punkylunky.com

New Ownership

9  In December 2011, Ken Easton, Mike 
Riordan and Dan Lee took over The Lube 
Center at 945 Davis Blvd. in Southlake and 
renamed the business the Southlake Lube 
Center. 817-329-5823

10  John and Melinda Hill took over 
Singleton Veterinary Hospital in 
November 2011. The hospital is located at 
2644 William D. Tate Ave. in Grapevine. 
817-442-0525,  
www.singletonveterinaryhospital.com

11  Lori Dale recently opened a second 
location of Hidden Door Medspa, offering 
massage and spa services, at 420 N. Carroll 
Ave., Ste. 150 in Southlake. The business 
replaces 360 Medspa. 817-488-8384,  
www.hiddendoorspa.com

Now Open

1  Pure Barre, a fitness center using the 
ballet barre to perform small isometric 
movements for workouts, opened at 480 
W. Southlake Blvd., Ste. 131 in Southlake. 
817-488-7434, www.purebarre.com

2  After owning and operating the 
Original Joe’s Pasta N Pizza at 3809 

Colleyville Blvd. for several years, British 
natives Lee and Emma Herdman have 
renamed and rebranded the restaurant as 
From Across the Pond Pub & Grill. The 
menu includes English staples as well as 
favorites from the Original Joe’s menu. 
817-428-2332 

3  BR Designs, which opened this 
month at 500 N. Kimball Road, Ste. 107 in 

Southlake, is a full-service interior design 
studio and high-end customizable flip-flop 
shop. 817-251-9244,  
www.brandireneedesigns.com

4  A coffee shop offering espresso, teas, 
real fruit smoothies, protein shakes and 
snacks, Rad Brew recently opened inside 
of 280 Sports at 280 Commerce St., Ste. 140 
in Southlake. 817-912-1303 

iMpacts Compiled by Rachel Slade
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Open Tues.-Sat. 10:30am-5:30pm

• Baptism, Christening & First
Communion Attire and Gifts for Girls & Boys

• Bibles and Christian Reading 
• Spiritual Gifts & Jewelry 
• Seasonal & Sacramental Items

817.656.4739 | 3811 Colleyville Blvd., Ste. B | www. faithfultreasure.com
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calendar

March 31
the 3rd annual Bird on the run features walking or running a 4-mile trail or a 1-mile trail 
through Bob Jones nature center and preserve at 355 e. Bob Jones road in southlake. 
proceeds beneft Bob Jones nature center programs. awards for top fnishers in each age 
group. register for the event online by March 28 and pick up an information packet on 
March 30 before the event. check in and registration begin at 7 a.m. start time for 4-mile 
race begins at 8:30 a.m. followed by a 9:45 a.m. awards ceremony. start time for 1-mile race 
begins at 10:15 a.m. cost is $20 in advanced for the 4-mile race or $30 on race day, and $10 
for the 1-mile race. For more information, call 817-748-8019 or 817-491-6333, or visit  
www.bjnc.org or www.southlakeparksandrec.com.
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Proceeds from the annual Bird on the Run event will benefit Bob Jones Nature Center programs. 

Bird on the Run April
7  Payin’ My Dues
as part of westlake arbor day, the town of 
westlake, the westlake public arts society 
and the arts council northeast sponsor a free 
outdoor concert featuring the band payin’ My 
dues playing blues and rock music.  
3–7 p.m. • Free • Glenwyck Farms Park, 1601 
Fair Oaks Court, Westlake • 817-490-5730 
www.westlake-tx.org

14 Blessing of the Vines
the 20th annual Blessing of the vines & new 
vintage wine and Gallery trail features wine 
tasting, entertainment and local art. event 
features a ceremonial Blessing of the vines to 
celebrate a new harvest and blessing of new 
release wines. Free admission to the blessing 
event from 11 a.m.–12 p.m. at delaney 
vineyards, 2000 champagne Blvd., Grapevine. 
the new vintage wine trail from 11 a.m.–5 
p.m. features wine tasting at each winery with 
a souvenir wine glass, live music and food. 
cost is $49 adults ages 21 and older.  
visit the palace arts center, 300 s. Main st., 
Grapevine from 10 a.m.–5 p.m. for an art show 
by Grapevine art project featuring art work 
from local artists. • 817-410-3185    
www.grapevinetexasusa.com/newvintage

27–28 Colleyville Barbecue Cook-off
colleyville old tyme Bar-B-Que cook-off 
hosts a barbecue cook-off fundraiser for 
special olympics texas. From 6–11 p.m. 
Friday, event features free fsh fry, live 
bands and bounce houses. From 11 a.m.–6 
p.m. saturday, event features a barbecue 
sale, barbecue contest, auction and raffle. 
colleyville center, 5301 riverwalk drive, 
Colleyville • 817-503-1264 
www.colleyville.com

March
30–31 Jazz Wine Trains
train ride event features live jazz music, wine 
tasting from Grapevine wineries and a boxed 
dinner on the Grapevine vintage railroad.  
6:40 p.m. boarding, 7 p.m. departure, 9:30 
p.m. estimated return • $55 adults ages 21 
or older • Grapevine Vintage Railroad, 705 S. 
Main St., Grapevine • 817-410-3123  
www.grapevinetexasusa.com

31 Easter Egg Hunt
search for hidden eggs at Grapevine’s nash 
Farm. event includes face painting, hay rides 
and more. • 9:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m. • Free   
nash Farm, 626 s. Ball st., Grapevine   
817-410-3185, 817-410-3558  
www.nashfarm.org

Southlake Eggtacular 
the city of southlake and the southlake 
parks and recreation department host an 
easter egg hunt for children ages 3 to 5. 
event includes easter-themed crafts, pizza, 
games and more. • 10 a.m.–2 p.m. • $35 pre-
registration required • Durham Intermediate 
school, 801 shady oaks drive, southlake  
817-748-8019  
www.southlakeparksandrec.com

2012 Hope Dinner and Auction  
community storehouse, a nonproft crisis 
relief agency, presents its annual hope dinner 
and auction at hilton hotel in southlake town 
square. event features cocktails, dinner, silent 
and live auctions, music and dancing.  
6 p.m. • $140 per person, $1,250 for table of 
10 • Southlake Hilton Hotel, 1400 Plaza Place, 
Southlake • 817-431-3340 

www.communitystorehouse.org 

facebook.com/tlcelectrical
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city and county Compiled by Diane S.W. Lee

Area lawmakers appointed to 
school finance committee

State Sen. Jane Nelson, R-Flower Mound, 
and state Rep. Vicki Truitt, R-Keller, have 
been appointed to a committee that will 
study the public school finance system.

“I was thrilled,” Truitt said March 8  
at Grapevine’s Chamber of Commerce 
luncheon. “What I am going to be doing is 
holding some meetings, probably within 
each school district, and I want public 
input so that I will be better prepared to 
represent the people on that committee.” 

The two will join 20 others on the Joint 
Interim Committee to Study the Public 
School Finance System, which will make 
education funding recommendations to 
the Texas Legislature during its next ses-
sion scheduled to begin Jan. 8, 2013. 

Westlake town 
manager honored 

The American Society 
for Public Administra-
tion, North Texas chapter 
named Westlake Town 
Manager Thomas E. 
Brymer the Public Administrator of the 
Year. Chapter President and former Dallas 
City Manager Ted Benavides presented 
Brymer with the award in late February at 
the University of North Texas.  

“This is truly an honor,” Brymer said in a 
statement. “I am grateful to the many indi-
viduals who have inspired and guided me 
over the years. It has been a true privilege 
to work with so many dedicated profes-
sionals and to be recognized by them in 
this way.”

Since 2008, Brymer has been Westlake’s 
town manager and Westlake Academy’s 
superintendent. He previously worked as 
city manager in Gilmer, Lockhart and Col-
lege Station, and as assistant city manager 
in Olathe, Kan. He is a graduate of UNT’s 
Master of Public Administration program.

Grapevine Tarrant County

Westlake
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Public forum scheduled  
on Nash Farm future

The Grapevine Heritage Foundation 
and Nash Farm Committee are planning 
a public input meeting next week to seek 
comments on proposed plans for Nash 
Farm, the oldest farmstead in Tarrant 
County. 

Rumors that a wrought iron fence 
would be erected around the site and 
visitors would be charged  admission 
attracted opposition from more than a 
dozen Grapevine residents at a Feb. 7 City 
Council meeting. 

Paul W. McCallum, executive director 
of the Convention and Visitors Bureau, 
calmed fears by dispelling rumors about 

admission fees and explaining that the 
fence, which will be appropriate to the time 
period, would be a necessary addition if 
plans to add livestock to the farm move 
forward.

Next week’s meeting, scheduled for 6:30 
p.m. March 29 at the Founder’s Building, 
701 S. Main St., will provide informa-
tion on the site plan, parking and fencing 
options being considered by the foundation 
and committee. 

“We hope to accomplish a resolution 
to all of the challenges that we have for 
moving the Nash Farm programs forward 
because we have an opportunity to offer 
a premier educational facility that depicts 
farm life in the late 1800s,” Board Chair-
man Curtis Ratliff said. 

Southlake

Free workshops to offer 
water conservation tips

Southlake’s Public Works Department is 
hosting free workshops to provide infor-
mation to residents on water conservation 
in the city.  
April 23, Do-it-Yourself Drip Irrigation

A workshop for converting an existing 

system to a drip irrigation system or 
installing a new drip system, which is 
another way to irrigate landscapes in a 
sustainable way.  
May 1, Irrigation Quick Fixes 

A workshop to provide step-by-step 
instructions on performing check-ups, 
repairs and changes to irrigation systems 
to allow the system to work efficiently. The 

class will also provide tips on selecting a 
licensed irrigation professional. 

The workshops will be held from 6 to 8 
p.m. at the the city’s Department of Public 
Safety West Training Room at 2100 W. 
Southlake Blvd. in Southlake. 

For more information about the work-
shops, contact Christi Upton at  
817-748-8638.

McCallum said people can comment 
about the future plans for Nash Farm. 

“We would hope that when we get to the 
end of that evening, it will emerge a fairly 
clear picture of what the community sees 
how the farm should look,” he said.

Colleyville

City weighs plan to combine 
court operations with Keller

In 2010, the City of Colleyville con-
solidated its communications and jail 
operations with the cities of Keller and 
Southlake. 

Now the Colleyville City Council is con-
sidering the possibility of also combining 
municipal court operations with Keller.  

The move is anticipated to save Col-
leyville an estimated $52,819 annually, 
and cut Keller expenses by an estimated 
$146,875 annually, according to city docu-
ments. The total projected cost of $419,805 
for combining operations will be shared. 

 “We utilize the same service providers,” 
said Terry Leake, Colleyville’s assistant city 
manager and chief financial officer. “We 
utilize the same prosecution firm, which 
is our city’s attorney firm Boyle & Lowry. 
We have the same existing software  [Util-
ity Data Systems]. And we have the same 
warrant collection. We also recognize that 
consolidation can provide some cost effi-
ciencies and cost avoidance for both cities.”

Public hearings in Colleyville on the 
plans are tentatively planned for late March 
and early April. 

The individual city councils will need to 
approve the plan before proceeding, at the 
earliest, in October 2012.
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education

By Diane S.W. Lee
For Carroll Independent School Dis-

trict ninth-graders, their performance on 
this year’s State of Texas Assessments of 
Academic Readiness end-of-course exams 
will not count for 15 percent of their final 
course grades. 

Carroll ISD’s board of trustees voted 
earlier this month to approve waiving the 
state requirement for the 2011–12 school 
year.  By the end of the month, Grapevine-
Colleyville ISD could do the same. Trust-
ees are set to vote on whether to waive the 
requirement at their March 26 meeting.

Trustees’ votes come after Texas Educa-
tion Agency Commissioner Robert Scott 
sent a letter to school districts across the 
state in late February, notifying admin-
istrators that they 
could decide locally 
whether to follow 
the agency’s prefer-
ence to have end-of-
course assessments 
factor into students’ 
final grades. 

“Giving school 
districts and charter 
schools the local 
option to use end-of-course assessment 
performance to calculate the course grade 
should help reduce some of the confu-
sion and provide a smoother transition to 
[STAAR],” Scott said. 

This year’s 10th- through 12th-graders 
will continue testing under the Texas 
Assessment of Knowledge and Skills or 
TAKS program through graduation, but 
classes in third- through ninth-grades this 
year will get their first look at the new tests 
in the coming weeks. 

According to the TEA, the new STAAR 
testing is more rigorous and complex than 
the TAKS test, requiring students to write 
more essays, answer more open-ended 
questions in science and math, and focus 
on critical analysis in reading. STAAR also 
includes more tests, with 12 end-of-course 
exams testing high schoolers’ competency 
in specific classes not previously included 

Districts vote on STAAR impact
in standardized testing, such as history 
and grade-level science. 

Those 12 tests, and the state’s origi-
nal intent that students’ scores on them 
account for 15 percent of their final grade 
in the course, have caused a stir among 
school districts statewide. Educators cited 
a number of problems they see with the 
plan, and have expressed concern that it 
will take students time to adapt to the new 
testing methods and subjects. 

“For some kids, it could impact whether 
or not they graduate and move on to the 
next grade, and so the state finally said, 
‘Let’s make it a pilot for kids and for school 
districts as opposed to making the kids 
accountable for it,’” Carroll ISD Superin-
tendent David Faltys said. 

Karen Vance, 
director of assess-
ment, research 
and evaluation at 
GCISD, said the 
school district has 
been preparing stu-
dents for the transi-
tion, but has yet to 
see a final version 
from the state.

“Districts aren’t allowed to view the 
assessment, so we will not have the oppor-
tunity to see the assessment before testing, 
during or after,” she said. “The state has 
provided some resources in terms of some 
sample test items and provided resources 
in terms of blueprints to identify what 
types of materials will be tested.” 

Still, district leaders say there is always a 
time of transition when testing programs 
change, and records of a statewide drop 
in student scores the last time the testing 
program changed back them up. The TEA 
has already decided against using this 
year’s scores to produce new accountability 
ratings for school districts. Instead, 2012 
accountability scores, which rate districts’ 
success based on their standardized testing 
scores, dropout rates and graduation rates, 
will duplicate those achieved in 2011.

Comment at impactnews.com
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“Giving school districts and charter 
schools the local option ... should 
help reduce some of the confusion 
and provide a smoother transition to 
[STAAR].”

—Robert Scott
TEA Commissioner
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robbery, aggravated assault, bur-
glary, larceny-theft, motor vehicle 
theft and arson). 

Overall, Colleyville’s UCR 
shows the number of those 
offenses fell by 34 percent last year 
compared with the previous year.

Colleyville has reported no 
murders or rapes in the past two 
years. Crime data shows the city’s 
last murder occurred in 1991, and 
its last rape occurred in 2009. 

The number of reported rob-
beries and aggravated assaults in 
the city increased slightly last year. 

Holder said the city has a low 
rate of crimes against people, so 
the police department focuses its 
resources on preventing property 
crimes (burglary, theft and motor 
vehicle theft). 

“Property crimes make up, his-
torically, 93 to 99 percent of all 
the crime in Colleyville,” Holder 
said. “That’s basically all the crime 
we have. We basically have no 
violent crime in Colleyville — an 
extremely safe city.” 

Colleyville saw a 36 percent 
decrease in total property crimes 
last year; the city reported a total 
of 192 property crimes last year 
and 300 property crimes in 2010.

Preventing crime
Colleyville promotes an auto-

mobile burglary and theft preven-
tion program called “Hide, Lock, 
Take.” Unlocked car doors and 
garages and leaving purses, lap-
tops, and cash in plain sight are 
an open invitation for criminals, 
Holder said. 

“Whenever you go somewhere, 
lock your car, take your keys and 
hide your property … it’s simple 
things, but people forget,” he said.

The majority of criminal 
offenses in Colleyville are com-
mitted by nonresidents, Holder 
said. Colleyville has major thor-
oughfares, including Hwy. 26 
(Colleyville Boulevard), Hwy. 121 
and FM 3029 (Precinct Line Road) 
that offer criminals easy access to 
the city’s homes and businesses. 

“Property criminals are serial 
criminals and they travel dis-
tances,” Holder said. “And so we’ve 
got major thoroughfares with 
Hwy. 121, Hwy. 26, that bring 
people in from other areas. ”

Fighting crime
Colleyville, Southlake and 

Keller all share a contiguous bor-
der. They also share a regional 
communications center and jail 
based in Keller, where 911 calls 
from Colleyville, Southlake, Keller 

and Westlake, which is serviced by 
the Keller Police Department, are 
dispatched. 

Southlake and Keller combined 
communications and jail opera-
tions in April 2007, and Colleyville 
joined them in October 2010.

“We put them all on the same 
[radio frequency] so our officers 
would know what was going on 
in Colleyville and our officers 
would know what was going on 
in Keller,” said Rusty Daniels, 
Southlake’s deputy police chief. 
“We’ve helped Colleyville. Auto 
burglaries that took place in Col-
leyville — our officers heard about 
it, and they were able to get up on 

the border between Colleyville 
and Southlake.” 

Like Colleyville, Southlake 
focuses its efforts on reducing 
property crimes in the city. There 
were 401 thefts last year, a 3 per-
cent increase over the year before. 

Overall, Southlake’s Part 1 
offenses declined by 15 percent 
last year. 

Southlake’s police chief 
since November 2011, Stephen  
Mylett previously worked as Cor-
pus Christi Police Department’s 
assistant police chief. 

Corpus Christi’s population 
is about 11 times more than 
Southlake’s. Comment at impactnews.com

“I’m coming from Corpus 
Christi where the UCR numbers 
are high and so when I’m seeing 
four auto thefts for 2011 — that’s 
just incredible to me,” he said. 
“That’s fantastic, but they are four 
too many — I want to see that 
number be zero.” 

Community involvement, 
policing and working with other 
cities helps to improve safety.  

“Any time we can work together 
with our neighboring cities, it is a 
good thing,” Holder said. “It gives 
us greater access to sharing intel-
ligence information, so that can 
certainly affect crime.”

2011 AREA CRIME STATISTICS

Murder: 6*
Rape: 12
Robbery: 21
Agg. Assault: 47
Burglary: 172
Theft: 1,158
Auto Theft: 104

Murder: 0
Rape: 0
Robbery: 4
Agg. Assault: 5
Burglary: 42
Theft: 144
Auto Theft: 6

Murder: 0
Rape: 0
Robbery: 3
Agg. Assault: 4
Burglary: 58
Theft: 401
Auto Theft: 4

Murder: 0
Rape: 0
Robbery: 0
Agg. Assault: 0
Burglary: 5
Theft: 20
Auto Theft: 0

Murder: 2
Rape: 5
Robbery: 2
Agg. Assault: 15
Burglary: 90
Theft: 398
Auto Theft: 13

Murder: 1
Rape: 8
Robbery: 20
Agg. Assault: 112
Burglary: 319
Theft: 1,647
Auto Theft: 71

Murder: 0
Rape: 12
Robbery: 44
Agg. Assault: 76
Burglary: 478
Theft: 1,143
Auto Theft: 152

Murder: 0
Rape: 42
Robbery: 22
Agg. Assault: 141
Burglary: 378
Theft: 1,095
Auto Theft: 100

Colleyville Southlake Westlake Keller Hurst Euless Bedford

Grapevine

22,807 26,575 992 39,627 37,337 51,277 46,97946,334 

Sources: 2010 U.S. Census Bureau, 2011 Uniform Crime Reports

6 7 8

*All six murders last year occurred during a murder–suicide on Dec. 25. 

PO
P

Crime
Continued from | 1

We hear you loud and clear.
Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local coupons. Available every day, where you live, work and play!

817-488-5552

Now Open in Southlake! Come & Join Us.

 NEW YEAR, NEW YOU
THE WORLD’S BEST 30-MINUTE WORKOUT
Join us for a complimentary session
that includes:
• Fitness Assessment
• Strength Training Session
• 15 Minute Guided Cardio Session

100 N. Kimball #106 • Southlake, TX 76092   •   www.kokofitclub.com

O� er valid with an annual agreement.  Not valid with 

any other o� er.  See club for details.

FULLY AUTOMATED PERSONAL TRAINING
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Comment at impactnews.com

 The City Council approved 
ordinances in November 2006 
that require all new commercial 
and residential developments to 
add sidewalks along city streets. 

“In the past, we didn’t have 
an ordinance requiring them to 
be built with developments, so 
we have an awful lot of subdivi-
sions, a lot of business frontage, 
where sidewalks were never built 
previously,” said Gordon Mayer, 
deputy director of the city’s Public 
Works Department. “So now we 
are playing catch up.”

Citizens’ concerns
Top issues on Southlake resi-

dents’ minds are school budget 
and funding, oil and gas drilling, 
and traffic congestion. 

The Carroll Independent 
School District is facing a now 
projected $5 million budget defi-
cit. Its board of trustees is con-
sidering various options to help 
balance the budget to fill gaps left 
by public education funding cuts 
from the Texas Legislature. 

The city froze its oil and gas 
drilling applications last year so 
city staff could update its ordi-
nances, taking into consideration 

environmental concerns and 
technology changes.

Respondents ranked the city’s 
services in managing traffic con-
gestion as 99 percent importance, 
but their satisfaction for the city’s 
efforts in addressing that category 
dropped by 16 percentage points 
between 2009 and 2011.  

Since November 2010, the city 
has added raised medians and 
deceleration lanes along FM 1709 
(Southlake Boulevard). The city 
plans to finish the transformation 
of FM 1709 into a six-lane divided 
roadway from Hwy. 114 to Hwy. 
377 in Keller by the end of Sep-
tember. Ongoing construction 
and concerns about the FM 1709 
medians have affected residents’ 
opinions about mobility in get-
ting around, in and out of the city, 
Yelverton said. 

“As the area has continued to 
grow, demand to accommodate 
more vehicles has grown,” she 
said. “With FM 1709 medians and 
deceleration lanes, the DFW Con-
nector, Hwy. 26 and the North 
Tarrant Express (121/183) proj-
ects all under construction, there 
is plenty to be frustrated about 
with the area’s traffic movement.  
Drivers are looking to avoid 
these construction areas and, as 
a result, it is likely that traffic has 

increased on certain city streets.”
Yelverton said the city is work-

ing to address residents’ traffic 
concerns with projects such as 
widening Kimball Avenue and 
improving intersections with 
roundabouts; constructing paral-
lel roadways along FM 1709 and 
Hwy. 114; and re-striping proj-
ects to add capacity in areas such 
as the recently finished project at 
Byron Nelson and Continental 
Boulevard. 

The city is conducting a traffic 
signal timing study in an effort to 
ease FM 1709 traffic congestion. 
The city plans to review the new 
traffic patterns and work with 
TxDOT to adjust the timing of 
signals to allow for more efficient 
traffic movement through the 
corridor, Yelverton said. 

Southlake Police Chief  
Stephen Mylett said a majority of 
Southlake residents responded in 
the survey that they felt safe to 
move around the city during the 
day and night. 

Although respondents believe 
crime has increased in the city, 75 
percent said they felt safe walking 
around their neighborhoods dur-
ing the evening. 

Quality of life rating
Overall, nine out of 10 residents 

were satisfied with quality of life 
in Southlake, ranking their expe-
rience as “excellent” or “very 
good.” They consider Southlake a 
place to live and raise a family.

“I was particularly proud that 
the survey showed very high lev-
els of satisfaction with the various 
services we provide, and that resi-
dents enjoy a high quality of life,” 

Yelverton said. 
The city’s 2011 survey was con-

ducted from Nov. 1 to Dec. 19, 
and has a margin of error of plus 
or minus 3.5 percent at a 95 per-
cent confidence level. 

To view the entire survey, visit  
www.cityofsouthlake.com.

 
Southlake Sidewalk Plan Priorities

the southlake city council has  
prioritized sidewalk plans in 
three locations this year.  

the city estimates the three 
projects will cost a total of 
$400,000. work is anticipated to 
begin in early May. 
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• Full-service landscaping

• Patios and arbors   

• Outdoor kitchens
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transportation  

FM 1938 extension 

Colleyville considers road repair

Project to increase road capacity along highway

City mulls three areas for 2012 street rehabilitation projects 

Representatives from the Texas Depart-
ment of Transportation say Phase 1 of con-
struction to extend FM 1938 into a four- to 
six-lane roadway with raised curb medians 
remains on schedule to finish this summer.  

The first, 2.2-mile phase from Hwy. 114 
to Vaquero Golf Club remains underway.

Last month, crews finished construc-
tion from Hwy. 114 to south of West Dove 
Road. They built three lanes in each direc-
tion with raised medians on what used to 
be pastures.  

This month, crews are working near 
Randol Mill Avenue from Dove Road to 
Vaquero Golf Club, where they are con-
structing main lanes and pedestrian tun-
nels. TxDOT spokesman Val Lopez said 
crews will continue construction through 

Streets in three Colleyville neighbor-
hoods may soon be getting a fix-up.

The Colleyville City Council during 
its March 6 work session discussed street 
rehabilitation projects in Woodbriar 
Estates West, Woodland Hills and Cross-
ing at Colleyville, which city staff recom-
mended for repair based on data from 
pavement surface conditions throughout 
the city and the city’s 2008 street capital 
improvement program report.

“We are trying to preserve and protect 
our neighborhoods,” said Bob Lowry, 
director of the city’s Public Works Depart-
ment. “The Woodbriar Estates and the 

the summer and drivers should not be 
affected by the work.  

Officials are working to secure fund-
ing and construction plans for the second 
phase, which is 1.6 miles. The project will 
continue on Randol Mill Avenue, which 
turns into FM 1938 (Davis Boulevard), 
from the Vaquero Golf Club to West 
Southlake Boulevard. 

The Texas Department of Transporta-
tion partnered with Tarrant County, the 
North Central Texas Council of Govern-
ments, Westlake, Southlake and Keller on 
the project. The total cost for Phase 1 is 
estimated at $15.2 million, which includes 
a $1 million grant from the Federal High-
way Administration’s 2009 Highways for 
Life program. 

Crossing at Colleyville, from our analysis, 
are the two subdivisions that probably 
have the worst streets in the residential 
neighborhoods in general.”

Plans include fixing portions of streets 
by sealing surface cracks on existing roads 
with less wear and tear, or reconstructing 
pavement for existing roads in bad condi-
tion.  The street rehabilitation projects 
are estimated to cost less than $1 million. 
Colleyville staff is working with the City 
of Arlington on an interlocal agreement 
for construction materials. City staff were 
scheduled to bring the agreement to the 
council for approval on March 20.  
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Have a health
insurance
question or
concern? 

The Texas Consumer Health Assistance Program (CHAP) is operated by the Texas 
Department of Insurance to help Texas consumers with health insurance issues. We 
do not sell insurance. Texas CHAP is part of a network of state consumer assistance 
programs funded by a grant from the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. 

If you are deaf, hard of hearing, or speech impaired, you may contact us using the 
relay service of your choice. 

1-855-TEX-CHAP (1-855-839-2427) toll-free
www.TexasHealthOptions.com 

The Texas Consumer Health Assistance Program can help you: 

Have a health 
insurance 
question or 
concern?

The Texas Consumer Health Assistance Program can help you:
✔ Learn about your rights under the federal health care reform law
✔ Enroll in a health plan
✔ Appeal a treatment decision
✔ Resolve a complaint against your health plan or insurer
✔ Obtain the health care premium tax credit (for small businesses)

1-855-TEX-CHAP (1-855-839-2427) toll-free
www.texashealthoptions.com
The Texas Consumer Health Assistance Program (TEX CHAP) is operated by the Texas De-
partment of Insurance to help Texas consumers with health insurance issues. We do not sell 
insurance. TEX CHAP is part of a network of state consumer assistance programs funded by 
a grant from the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.  

 Learn about your rights under federal health care reform and state law 

Have a health 
insurance 
question or 
concern?

The Texas Consumer Health Assistance Program can help you:
✔ Learn about your rights under the federal health care reform law
✔ Enroll in a health plan
✔ Appeal a treatment decision
✔ Resolve a complaint against your health plan or insurer
✔ Obtain the health care premium tax credit (for small businesses)

1-855-TEX-CHAP (1-855-839-2427) toll-free
www.texashealthoptions.com
The Texas Consumer Health Assistance Program (TEX CHAP) is operated by the Texas De-
partment of Insurance to help Texas consumers with health insurance issues. We do not sell 
insurance. TEX CHAP is part of a network of state consumer assistance programs funded by 
a grant from the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.  

 Enroll in a health plan, including the Pre-Existing Condition Insurance Plan 

Have a health 
insurance 
question or 
concern?

The Texas Consumer Health Assistance Program can help you:
✔ Learn about your rights under the federal health care reform law
✔ Enroll in a health plan
✔ Appeal a treatment decision
✔ Resolve a complaint against your health plan or insurer
✔ Obtain the health care premium tax credit (for small businesses)

1-855-TEX-CHAP (1-855-839-2427) toll-free
www.texashealthoptions.com
The Texas Consumer Health Assistance Program (TEX CHAP) is operated by the Texas De-
partment of Insurance to help Texas consumers with health insurance issues. We do not sell 
insurance. TEX CHAP is part of a network of state consumer assistance programs funded by 
a grant from the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.  

 Appeal a health plan’s denial of a treatment or service 

Have a health 
insurance 
question or 
concern?

The Texas Consumer Health Assistance Program can help you:
✔ Learn about your rights under the federal health care reform law
✔ Enroll in a health plan
✔ Appeal a treatment decision
✔ Resolve a complaint against your health plan or insurer
✔ Obtain the health care premium tax credit (for small businesses)

1-855-TEX-CHAP (1-855-839-2427) toll-free
www.texashealthoptions.com
The Texas Consumer Health Assistance Program (TEX CHAP) is operated by the Texas De-
partment of Insurance to help Texas consumers with health insurance issues. We do not sell 
insurance. TEX CHAP is part of a network of state consumer assistance programs funded by 
a grant from the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.  

 Resolve a complaint against your health plan or insurer 

Have a health 
insurance 
question or 
concern?

The Texas Consumer Health Assistance Program can help you:
✔ Learn about your rights under the federal health care reform law
✔ Enroll in a health plan
✔ Appeal a treatment decision
✔ Resolve a complaint against your health plan or insurer
✔ Obtain the health care premium tax credit (for small businesses)

1-855-TEX-CHAP (1-855-839-2427) toll-free
www.texashealthoptions.com
The Texas Consumer Health Assistance Program (TEX CHAP) is operated by the Texas De-
partment of Insurance to help Texas consumers with health insurance issues. We do not sell 
insurance. TEX CHAP is part of a network of state consumer assistance programs funded by 
a grant from the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.  

 Obtain the health care premium tax credit (for small businesses)

When scanned with a cell phone barcode reader app, the image on the left will 
automatically take you to www.TexasHealthOptions.com. cb097.0111 
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Lawn Mowing
Weed Control/Fertilization
Shrub/Hedge Planting
Tree Trimming
Seasonal Color
Flower Bed Maintenance
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Landscape Lighting
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There are more than just roads under 
construction at Hwy. 114 and William D. Tate 
Avenue. Here is a look at the businesses 
going in at this busy intersection.
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Primary election set for late May,  
but more delays still possible 
By Mitzie Stelte
 Texas’ long-awaited primary date could 
still be in jeopardy due to controversy over 
the former district of an Austin lawmaker.

The San Antonio federal court issued an 
order March 1 setting the primary elec-
tions for May 29 and the runoff election 
date for July 31 with a reopening of candi-
date filing March 2–9.

The order was issued two days after 
the San Antonio court released interim 
congressional and state House maps, and 
approved the state Senate map agreed upon 
Feb. 15 by Texas Attorney General Greg 
Abbott and state Sen. Wendy Davis, D-Fort 
Worth. The map leaves Davis’ District 10, 
which includes Grapevine, Colleyville and 
Southlake, unchanged. 

Legal battles halted the Texas Legisla-
ture’s new redistricting maps from going 
into effect for the 2012 elections, originally 
delaying the March primary to April. 
Texas is now looking at a May 29 primary, 
though controversy over Congressional 
District 25 is threatening to delay the pri-
mary for a third time. 

The interim maps resemble the Feb. 6 
compromise plan between Abbott and 
the Texas Latino Redistricting Task Force, 
though the compromise had been quickly 
rejected by the San Antonio court, as it 
lacked support from several minority 
advocacy groups. As in Abbott’s plan, the 
court-ordered congressional map would 
make half of Texas’ four new congressional 
seats Hispanic-controlled, including the 
newly created District 35, the former dis-
trict of U.S. Rep. Lloyd Doggett, D-Austin. 

Furthermore, the map resembles the 
original one drawn by the Republican-led 
Legislature that divided Travis County 
into five districts, cutting at Doggett’s 
support base by reconfiguring his current 
district, District 25, and creating District 
35 out of his former one. After the release 
of the San Antonio maps, Doggett stated 
he would run in District 35.

But most minority groups say District 
25 is a coalition district, protecting it 
under the Voting Rights Act. Margaret 
Moran, League of United Latin Ameri-
can Citizens national president, issued 

IMPORTANT DATES*
April 14: Deadline to mail military and overseas ballots for Primary Election   
April 30: Voter registration deadline for Primary Election 

May 14–25: Early in-person voting period for Primary Election 

May 29: Primary Election 

July 23–27: Early in-person voting period for Primary Runoff Election

July 31: Primary Runoff Election 

Primary Elections

source: secretary of state 

a statement expressing concern over the 
maps, including the changes in Travis 
County.

“Obviously the interim maps need more 
work. We hope that the D.C. court will 
deny Texas preclearance,” Moran said. 
“LULAC will continue to fight for a redis-
tricting map that fully reflects the growth 
of the Texas Latino population.”

A U.S. federal court in Washington, D.C. 
— charged with approving the maps — 
requested information from TLRTF, which 
has claimed that “Anglo voters dominate 
the Democratic primary” in District 25, so 
protection is not required. The court began 

review of that information March 13.
According to Steve Bickerstaff, adjunct 

law professor at The University of Texas 
School of Law, the primary would be 
delayed if the D.C. court agrees District 25 
needs protection, but the procedure does 
not allow enough time to make changes 
by the March 31 deadline to have maps in 
place to uphold the May 29 date. How-
ever, he said the D.C. court could rule no 
changes are needed, the U.S. Supreme 
Court could get involved or the San Anto-
nio court could decide the district dispute 
is too disruptive to the 2012 elections.  

2012 ELECTION COVERAGE

All three court-ordered interim Senate, House and Congressional district plans will be in effect for the 2012 
elections. The new maps can be found online at www.tlc.state.tx.us/redist/redist.htm. 

*Dates subject to change

Not valid with any other o� er. Must 
present coupon at time of purchase. 

Limit 1 per person. Does not apply to 
prior purchases. Other restrictions may 

apply. Void where prohibited.

Not valid with any other o� er. Must 
present coupon at time of purchase. 

Limit 1 per person. Does not apply to 
prior purchases. Other restrictions may 

apply. Void where prohibited.

Not valid with any other o� er. Must 
present coupon at time of purchase. 

Limit 1 per person. Does not apply to 
prior purchases. Other restrictions may 

apply. Void where prohibited.
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Shabahang Empire Rugs
Third-generation salesman weaves big dreams

W hen he was about 7 years old, 
Ben Shabahang’s father sent 
him down the street, a tiny rug 

in his arms, to sell it to a nearby business-
man. The man gave him a hard time, 
Shabahang remembers, but in the end, he 
bought the rug. 

“I didn’t know it had been arranged,” 
Shabahang said, “and I was the happiest 
guy on Earth.”

Opened decades later, Shabahang 
Empire Rugs in Southlake offers hand-
knotted rugs in all shapes and sizes from 
all over the world. One of eight privately 
owned locations in the U.S., it is the latest 
piece of a family legacy spanning genera-
tions.

Shabahang was born in Esfahan, Iran, 
into a family of businessmen. His great 
grandfather had run an antique store and 
his grandfather had split his shop between 
antiques and rugs, but his father and 
uncles had bigger dreams. 

They expanded the family store, focus-
ing exclusively on Persian rugs, and sold 
them not only to their Iranian neighbors 
but also to dealers across Europe, the 
Middle East and the U.S.

Business

By Rachel Slade

Ben Shabahang, the owner of Shabahang Empire Rugs in Southlake, spent more than 20 years selling 
rugs with his father before striking out on his own.
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Shabahang Empire Rugs 
2325 E. Southlake Blvd.,
Southlake
817-310-6363
www.dfwrugs.com

Business was going strong — one of 
Shabahang’s uncles even opened a location 
in Milwaukee — but in the early ’80s, the 
violence of the Iranian Revolution drove 
the Shabahangs from their homeland. The 
family lived in Paris for five years before 
immigrating to the U.S., and although 
Shabahang was new to America, he was 
home among the rugs.

“My father actually never wanted me to 
do this business; he said, ‘Go to school,’” 
said Shabahang, who was 15 when he 
moved to Wisconsin. “But even when I 
finished university, I knew my passion was 
rugs. It had always been rugs.”

The industrial design graduate went back 
to work in the family business and in 2010, 
he struck out on his own, introducing the 
family’s commitment to quality product 
and customer service to Southlake.

“I often joke that a rug is a drug, just 
missing its ‘d,’” he said. “A majority of the 
time, a customer buys just one rug the first 
time they come in, but then ... the rest of 
the house looks naked.”

Whether it is a day later or a year later, 
customers always come back for more, 
Shabahang said. His average customer will 

end up with 10-15 rugs. Here in Southlake, 
though, it is more than a business and a 
happy customer base that he is building. It 
is a whole new venture. 

“I’ve started to weave my own rugs, my 
own designs,” he said. “Within five years, I 
hope all the rugs in here will be my own.” 

A friend in India is helping him out, and 
less than a year after their first discussion 
of colors and decorating trends, Shabahang 
is supporting dozens of artisans weav-
ing rugs that he and his customers have 
dreamed up. His designs are a fusion of 
contemporary tastes and ancient motifs, 

Shabahang said, and have become the lat-
est thing to drive his passion after 24 years 
in the business. 

“This is the American dream,” he said. 
“From that little shop of my grandfather’s 
to this, with me designing my own stuff, 
we’ve come a long way.”

southlakeBlvd.
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For details, visit www.GrapevineTexasUSA.com

Celebrating the Best Vintages of Grapevine Wines

There’s nothing like good jazz, fine wine 
and a trip back in time. The captivating 
excursion features several Grapevine 
wines, delectable foods and live jazz  
entertainment in each passenger car.
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Give your backyard a bang!
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When Nichola Peacock wants to shake 
off stress, she slips on her dancing shoes — 
and she has been doing so for almost her 
whole life. Peacock and her sister Philippa 
Boggs, U.K. natives, began dancing when 
they were about 9 and 5 years old, respect-
fully.

As they grew older, they each owned and 
operated dance studios in the U.K. before 
eventually marrying and moving to the 
U.S. 

Now Peacock and Boggs own and oper-
ate Dance on the Vine in Grapevine. Since 
2007, the siblings have taught their cus-
tomers how to dance in a family-friendly 
environment.

“We teach all ages,” Peacock said. “Our 
biggest demographic is between late 20s 
to 50s, so we have a pretty broad range of 
customers.”

Dance on the Vine also caters to all 
experience levels, Peacock said. And 
customers do not need any special shoes 
or attire.

“Most of the times, people come in just 
to have fun,” Peacock said. 

Most of their customers are not look-
ing to become professionals, Peacock and 
Boggs said.

“We try to make everyone feel comfort-
able,” Boggs said.

The dance studio teaches country, Latin, 
ballroom and swing dancing.

“We also teach a lot of dances for 
weddings,” she said. “And swing is very 
popular, but everyone has their favorite 
and taste in dance and music.”

The dance studio offers a variety of pack-
ages, and it holds several special events to 

The instructors at Dance on the Vine offer various lessons in dance to all ages.

help promote the studio and social events. 
Whether it is a school, social group or a 
corporate team-building event, the studio 
will provide teachers. The studio also pro-
vides adult group classes for $15 per person 
and individual lessons.

There are even private lesson specials, 
including same-day appointments for $45 
for those in need of a crash course lesson 
in a short time. On March 31, Dance on 
the Vine will hold a special event inviting 
people to come socialize and dance to a 
variety of music.

Aside from the special events the dance 
studio holds, the studio is open Monday 
through Friday, and its teachers are always 
available for private and corporate lessons.

“We kind of want to help people enjoy 
themselves,” Boggs said. “Dancing is 
something you can always do and learn no 
matter your age.”

The sisters work as team, handling dif-
ferent areas of management in the studio, 
and they both have many years in dancing 
experience.

“For a long time, dancing helps me 
relax,” Peacock said. “After a long day, it 
just feels good to turn on some music and 
lose yourself in it.”

Peacock said there are dances for every 
type of mood and she lets the day dictate 
the type of music she dances to.

“Whenever I’m in a happy mood, I like 
to do a little fox trot — or a two-step, if I’m 
feeling a little romantic,” she said.

Anyone interested in learning how to 
dance can call Dance on the Vine.

“We also have four other instructors, 
three guys and another woman who teach. 
We don’t want people to think there are 
two little old ladies running the studio,” 
Peacock said with a laugh.

Dance on the Vine 
425 E. Northwest Hwy., 
Grapevine
817-251-1552
www.danceonthevine.com

By John D. Harden

Dance on 
the Vine
Small Grapevine studio 
keeps students in step

Business
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ANN TAYLOR   BANANA REPUBLIC   BCBG   BEBE   BETSEY JOHNSON   BOSTON PROPER   CACHE   CALVIN KLEIN   CHANEL   CHICO'S   

COLDWATER CREEK   COACH   J CREW   J JILL   JOHNNY WAS   JONES OF NEW YORK   JUICY COUTURE   KAREN KANE   KATE SPADE

Celebrating 
brands such as:

20% OFF
one item

OR
10% OFF

a designer item
Exp 4/19/12

 High Fashions For Less • 88 Village Lane Studio 100 •  817.281.7077  
Located in the Village at Colleyvil le • www.rockinhauteconsignment.com
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Next Wood Fired Bistro & Vino Bar
Longtime caterer brings favorites to the table

W hen Ying Aikens, owner and exec-
utive chef of Y²Kitchen, catered 
French and Italian foods to pair 

with wine events, people often asked her 
“What’s next?”

She responded in October 2011 by 
opening a Mediterranean restaurant on 
Colleyville Boulevard.

“One morning at 2 o’clock I woke up and 
I had a name: ‘Next,’” she said.  

Next Wood Fired Bistro & Vino Bar has 
become a popular destination for lunch 
and dinner since it opened. 

“People come from Dallas,” she said. 
“People come from Fort Worth.”  

The restaurant has garnered a loyal fol-
lowing and has won 2011 and 2012 Diners’ 
Choice Awards from OpenTable, a free 
online reservation service for diners. 

The restaurant is often crowded on 
Fridays and Saturdays — people often wait 
for an hour to be seated. Aikens believes 
the reason she has attracted a loyal follow-
ing is because she only uses the freshest 
ingredients.

“No frozen food, no pre-made food, 
no canned food,” she said. “Everything 
is made fresh. And I bake all my desserts 
every morning, make our salad dressing 
every morning; all homemade salad dress-
ing. And we do our own chicken stock.” 

Aikens admits she is picky about food, 
only buying whole chicken breasts and 
whole fish.  

Aikens describes her restaurant as Medi-
terranean cuisine with a fusion of Italian, 
French and Spanish influences with an 
Asian twist. The Next special Mongolian 

crispy duck ($26) is her favorite.  Aikens 
grew up eating Chinese food, but she did 
not want to open a Chinese restaurant, 
nor did she ever have plans to open any 
restaurant. Through Y²Kitchen, she has 
catered a variety of gatherings, including 
city council functions, business meetings 
and community events. The menu at Next 
is a compilation of customer favorites from 
her five years of experience as a caterer. 

She has an industrial engineering 
degree and a master’s degree in economics 
and accounting. She used to work as an 
accounting manager at a Fortune 500 com-
pany, but she has never looked back. She 
has collected more than 700 cookbooks.  

“I’m still a licensed CPA, but my passion 
is for food,” she said. “I love to cook.” 

A native of Beijing, Aikens moved to 
America in 1987.  In 2004, she moved from 
Denton to Colleyville. 

At Next, there are reminders of her Chi-
nese culture: a decorative folding screen 
and a special menu offered during Lunar 
New Year. 

Go ahead, ask Aikens “What’s next?” 
and she will reveal her next big plan: a fine 
dining restaurant that will open around 
September. She purchased the former 
home of the first mayor and plans to serve 
fish, steak and lobster there, creating a 
pricier restaurant for private parties. 

Aikens was inspired to open the fine 
dining restaurant because she felt bad for 
turning down customers waiting at Next. 

“I said ‘God, I got to do something,’” she 
said. “I want people to come to Next very 
happy.”

By Diane S.W. Lee

Desserts are made fresh daily at Next Wood Fired 
Bistro & Vino Bar. Chocolate bouchon ($6), a 
brownie-like cake, is a favorite among patrons. 

Mongolian crispy duck over a bed of Yukon gold 
mashed potatoes and vegetable of the day ($26).

Ying Aikens loves to try new recipes. She has collected more than 700 cookbooks over the years. 

Owner recommendations 
Wood fire roasted crab cake, served with 
a dijon caper remoulade ($8.50)

Wood fire roasted portobello mushroom, 
with pecorino cheese and Marsala sun-
dried tomato glaze ($7.50) 

Wood fire roasted chicken breast 
marsala, shallots and marinated portobello 
in a Marsala wine sauce ($13.50) 

Lamb chop with jalapeño mint jelly, 
served with a starch and vegetable of the 
day ($24.50) 

Cedar plank salmon, oven-roasted root 
vegetables in a lemon caper berry sauce 
($16.50) 

Popular wine choices
Sonoma-Cutrer Chardonnay from 
sonoma, calif. ($12 by the glass or $36 by 
the bottle)  
 
Santa Margherita Pinot Grigio from italy 
($14 by the glass or $42 by the bottle) 

Frog’s Leap Merlot from napa valley, calif. 
($16 by the glass or $56 by the bottle) 

Fairvalley Pinotage from south africa 
($8 by the glass or $24 by the bottle)

Nozzole Riserva Sangiovese from italy 
($14 by the glass or $42 by the bottle)

Next Wood Fired Bistro & Vino Bar 
5003 Colleyville Blvd., 
Colleyville 
682-325-4046
www.nextwoodfiredbistro.com 
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LUXURY BOARDING
DAY CAMP

SPA SERVICES 
GROOMING

TRAINING 
PET TRAVEL

Do you have a wiggly & wild pooch?
Come in for a: 

Pet Resort

FREE day of 
play & training 

lesson!
Exp. 4/19/12

80 Grapevine Hwy. | 817-498-6410  | www.animalamerica.com
info@animalamerica.com 
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Why did you decide to run for mayor? 
I got very involved with raising funds  

for what was to be our new Arts and Sci-
ences building at Westlake Academy. In 
the course of raising those dollars, I came 
to understand that there was just a lot of 
controversy which was under the surface 
as it related to the school. I think there 
were a lot of people who were new to the 
community who didn’t feel like their voices 
were being heard. I think I was viewed as 
a person who could listen to other peoples’ 
opinions and allow them a forum. And so I 

was approached about running for mayor, 
and Doug, my husband, and I gave it a tre-
mendous amount of thought and decided 
that it was the best thing to do. 

What do you consider your most important 
role as mayor?

I consider my most important role 
as mayor to be the face of the Town of 
Westlake. I do interface with a lot of busi-
nesses that are here, business development 
prospects. That’s my role and I do consider 
that to be very important. 

What is the greatest challenge facing 
Westlake?

Development: How we will be devel-
oped, when we will be developed, what 
that development will look like. We have 
the opportunity to work with our large 
land owners in terms of the zoning laws 
and how things will look. We don’t neces-
sarily have a lot of input in terms of what 
will go into these vast acres that are still 
left undeveloped, but I think that is a big 
challenge. And you throw on top of that 
the regional challenges we all face in terms 

of transportation, water and air quality.

What are your goals for 2012? 
We are looking at revising our master 

plan and that’s a big job.  As far as another 
goal, it would relate to Westlake Academy, 
a master plan: How big Westlake Academy 
should be, what are those optimal sizes, 
what, if any, building requirements will 
come out of that. Those are all things that 
we are struggling with now and having 
those decisions made by the end of the year 
are both goals of mine. 
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Laura Wheat
Westlake mayor juggles town needs, nonprofit work

By Diane S.W. Lee
Fresh out of the University of Maryland School of Law in 1982, Laura Wheat booked a 

ticket to Dallas to practice corporate securities law. And she could not wait to get there. 
“I’ll never forget landing here and the pilot announcing that we were approaching 

DFW, and I just felt like I was coming home,” she said. 
Wheat grew up in Moon Township, Penn., but has made Texas her home. At age 

32, Wheat quit practicing law after discovering she had breast cancer in 1993. She got 
involved with nonprofits, serving as co-chairwoman of the national and local Cancer 
Support Community, and a board member of Baylor Regional Medical Center at Grape-
vine. She moved to Westlake in 2005 and ran for mayor in spring 2008 after fundraising 
for the Arts and Sciences building at Westlake Academy.

“I couldn’t believe that places like this still existed,” she said. “The people were all so 
genuinely friendly. I felt as if there was a real like-mindedness to the community.”  

Editor’s Note: The Town of Westlake is now included in our distribution area. We thought this would be a good 
time to profile the Westlake mayor. 

impactnews.com
Check out the all-new

Plus, it’s never been easier to stay connected and share the news with your social network. 

   Easily browse or search news 
articles from your community or 
across the state.

   Stay informed with daily, online-
exclusive community news and 
information.

   Learn about upcoming events 
with the community calendar.

   Make your voice heard by 
commenting on articles or 
participating in online polls.

Best. Burger. Ever!
Now Serving Your Favorites:
Fresh Ground Burgers
Warm Deli Sandwiches
Fresh Bread Daily
Hand-Cut Fries
Ice Cold Beers
Great Outdoor Patio
Fun For The Whole Family
Multiple HD Flat Screens 
Video Gaming / Free Wifi
Open Late: 11am–2am Daily

6613 Fossil Bluff Dr.
Fort Worth 
817-847-4424
find us on facebook: 
www.facebook.com/
FlipsForthWorth

Private Rooms
Available!

415 W. State Hwy. 114
Grapevine 

817-251-9800
find us on facebook: 
www.facebook.com/

FlipsGrapevine

visit us today at:

Order online at:
www.flipspatiogrill.com

www.twitter.com/FlipsPatioGrill

Any Food Purchase
Maximum value $20

With this coupon. Not valid with 
other offers. Excludes beverages. 

Offer expires 4-19-12.



impactnews.com • March 2012 | FEATURES | 17

p
ho

to
s 

co
ur

te
sy

 c
it

y 
o

f c
o

lle
yv

ill
e

Colleyville Old Tyme 
Bar-B-Que Cook-off 
Popular nonprofit event benefits Special Olympics

I t started in backyards, moved 
to city parks and then hit the 
parking lots.  

For the past decade, profes-
sional and amateur cooks from 
across the state and around the 
country have gathered in Col-
leyville for an annual barbecue 
competition. In April, Colleyville 
Old Tyme Bar-B-Que Cook-off 
will host its annual barbecue 
cook-off sanctioned by the Inter-
national Barbeque Cookers Asso-
ciation. The event is a fundraiser 
for Law Enforcement Torch Run 
Special Olympics Texas. 

“You can come out on Fri-
day night and see a live band, 
and eat fried fish for free,” said 
Kevin Walling, a Colleyville 
police detective. “Donations are 
welcome. Saturday you can come 
back, bring your kids and enjoy 
barbecue plate lunches that are 
sold. And at the end of it all, the 
City of Colleyville writes a check 

to the Special Olympics Texas.”
The group Colleyville Old 

Tyme Bar-B-Que Cook-off has 
been a nonprofit since 2001, rais-
ing roughly $145,000 for Special 
Olympics Texas. Many people 
work to make the event a success, 
including Mayor David Kelly and 
city staff, Charlie Hall of Hall’s 
Grocery and his family, and city 
police. In 1999, Walling started 
the first cook-off with friends and 
family in his backyard. 

“About 67 cookers showed up, 
which we weren’t expecting,” he 
said. “We were floored.”  

The event has grown to include 
about 80 cooks from surround-
ing cities and from across the 
country, from Louisiana and 
Oklahoma to Wisconsin. Anyone 
can enter the competition to cook 
chicken, ribs, brisket or beans. 
Winners are awarded trophies, 
medals and prize money. 

In 2007, organizers started 

Kids-Q, a cook-off contest for 
children ages 8 to 14. About 14 
children competed to cook a 
chicken quarter on small char-
coal grills. Kelly remembers the 
city’s police and fire chiefs and 
firefighters judged the food on 
its appearance, smell, taste and 
tenderness. 

“These kids turned in the 
chicken when they thought it was 
ready and it was all raw,” Kelly 
said, laughing. 

But these days, the children are 
serious about cooking. 

“Now the kids really get into 
it,” Kelly said. “They bring their 
own marinade.”

This year’s cook-off will be held 
outside the Colleyville Center. 

 “It is an event that still keeps 
that hometown feel that we like 
to have in Colleyville,” he said. 
“And it benefits some great kids, 
Special Olympics kids who are 
just wonderful.”

nonproFit

By Diane S.W. Lee

Event schedule

April 27, 6–11 p.m. 
Free fsh fry until it runs out • live bands 
Bounce houses • vip area open with 
barbecue and beverages ($25 donation) 

April 28, 11 a.m.–6 p.m. 
Barbecue for sale by the plate • kids-Q 
contest ($10 entry fee) • Judging • awards  
auction and raffle 

Colleyville Old Tyme Bar-B-Que Cook-off 
Colleyville Center,
5301 Riverwalk Dr.,
Colleyville • 817-503-1264 
www.colleyville.com

The event features a barbecue cook-off for adults 
and children ages 8 to 14.
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WHERE THE RUBBER
MEETS THE ROAD!

Come Check Out Our Huge Selection Of 
New And Pre-Loved Harley-Davidsons!

www.facebook.com/texasharley
Like Us On Facebook For Exclusive Promotions!

    • LEARN TO RIDE
    • RENTALS

    • SERVICE
    • MOTORCLOTHES®

1839 Airport Freeway, Bedford, Texas 76021 • 817.267.2646 • www.texasharley.com

TEXAS        HARLEY

    • ACTIVE H.O.G. CHAPTER
    • parts & accessories
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real estate

Glenwyck Farms
Westlake – 76262

Build-out year: 2007

Number of homes (estimated): 93

Average square footage: 6,848

Home values: $147-$235 
(prices per square foot)

HOA dues (estimated): $2,500–$2,900

Amenities: none

Nearby attractions: dFw airport, southlake 
town square, Gaylord texan convention 
center, Great wolf lodge, vaquero club & Golf 
course, ftness trails, westlake academy.

Property taxes:

city of westlake 0.1568 
tarrant county 0.2640 
tarrant county college 0.1490 
tarrant county hospital 0.2279 
carroll isd 1.4150

Total (per $100 value) 2.2127

Carroll ISD Schools:

walnut Grove elementary school 
2520 n. white chapel Blvd.

durham intermediate school 
801 shady oaks dr.

carroll Middle school 
1800 e. kirkwood Blvd.

carroll high school 
1501 w. southlake Blvd.

*Westlake residents may also choose Westlake Academy 
Charter School

    $1,080,000 
5 Bedroom / 4.1 Bath 5,319 sq. ft.
agent: tony Maniaci
817-964-1097

1854 Broken Bend Dr.  $1,595,000 
5 Bedroom / 6.2 Bath 6,867 sq. ft.
agent: troy George
817-208-4170

1815 Broken Bend Dr.  $1,998,000 
5 Bedroom / 6.2 Bath 8,100 sq. ft.
agent: Barbara pantuso
817-944-4650

1802 Shady Grove Court  $2,850,000 
6 Bedroom / 7.2 Bath 10,325 sq. ft.
agent: roxann taylor & associates
817-442-4244

No. of homes 
for sale

No. of homes 
under contract

Avg. days on 
the market

7 2 64

No. of homes sold 
in the last year

Square footage
Low/High

Selling price
Low/High

7 6,231/8,975 $1,200,000/$1,940,000

On the market  (As of  Feb. 12, 2012)

Featured homesOverview

Market Data Grapevine, Colleyville, Southlake

Price Range

Number of homes for sale Average days on the market

Grapevine Colleyville Southlake Grapevine Colleyville Southlake

Less than $100,000 4 1 1 254 92 215

$100,000–$149,900 8 2 4 56 201 52

$150,000–$199,900 32 8 3 91 79 397

$200,000–$299,900 3 21 13 96 103 90

$300,000–$399,900 30 43 28 101 85 154

$400,000–$499,900 19 61 45 106 142 83

$500,000–$749,900 6 92 111 101 141 95

$750,000–$999,900 4 31 47 123 208 150

$1 million + - 30 58 - 219 200

Month

Number of homes sold Average price

Grapevine Colleyville Southlake Grapevine Colleyville Southlake

Feb. 2012 32 23 18 $233,485 $529,761 $103,000

Jan. 2012 32 23 22 $93,000 $118,000 $103,000

Dec. 2011 36 27 32 $231,215 $408,828 $546,706

Nov. 2011 29 21 34 $224,032 $461,661 $591,905

Oct. 2011 29 19 25 $244,849 $459,096 $647,420

Sept. 2011 34 36 37 $314,850 $447,561 $696,236

Aug. 2011 52 35 54 $246,793 $476,340 $662,359

July 2011 23 20 30 $277,566 $505,587 $637,468

June 2011 52 31 64 $247,042 $403,419 $599,551

On the market  (as of February 29th) Monthly home sales

Data compiled by 
Tim Hayes 

RE/MAX on Main
817-239-7255

TimHayes@remax.net
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Looking for
Coupons?

Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local 
and regional coupons

Just click and print




