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City works to encourage growth, improve Hwy. 26 Tarrant County adds an 
11th voice to the House

Colleyville commercial 
development gets on track

Representatives 
face off on area 
redistricting

By Rachel Slade
Armed with figures pulled 

from their most recent retail 
analysis and merchandising 
study, officials with the City of 
Colleyville have been busy this 
year making their case directly to 
the drivers of economic develop-
ment: business owners, develop-
ers and the more than 254,000 
neighbors they hope to draw to 
the city’s restaurants, stores and 
service providers. 

It is a multi-faceted plan to 
grow the tax base and spur 
activity within the commercial 
markets, and Economic Devel-
opment Director Marty Wieder 
says things are really starting to 
pay off. 

“We have been doing things as 
a city to make sure our property 

By Rachel Slade 
Population growth is nothing 

new for Tarrant County, which 
swelled by about 25 percent to a 
population of more than 1.8 mil-
lion between 2000 and 2010, but 
redistricting completed during 
the 82nd Legislature will mean 
new representation for many area 
residents.

House representation 
Little has changed for residents 

of Northeast Tarrant County with 
regard to the state House map. 
Tarrant County’s redistricting 
committee representatives asked 
that the region’s current politi-
cians draw suggestions for their 
own district keeping constituents’ 
interests in mind. 

District 98 Rep. Vicki Truitt, 
R-Keller, needed to give up about 
70,000 residents for her district’s 
population to align with the target 
redistricting number. Her cuts, 
though, came from losing cer-
tain areas of northern Fort Worth 
and welcoming Haslet back into 
the 98th. 

“When people ask me what I 
think of the House map, I joke 
that I couldn’t have drawn it bet-
ter myself,” she said. “Northeast 
Tarrant County is more than a 
geographic description; it is an 
area of populations of common 
interest, and I wanted to keep 
them together.”

If the House map remains 
unchanged, District 98 will 

owners know we want to work 
with them to help them maxi-
mize our properties and their 
values,” Wieder said. “We want 
to catch the wind, so we’re mak-
ing sure we’re in the right posi-
tion to do that.”  

Watching the market 
Like most U.S. communities, 

Colleyville’s commercial sector 
has struggled in recent years, bat-
tling lower consumer confidence 
and stricter lending practices. 

The tides seem to be turning, 
though, officials said, and the 
city has dedicated itself to help-
ing steer the rudder. 

“We’ve come out all right,” 
Wieder said. “Certainly the 
big test here is going to be sales 
tax revenue, and we’ve seen it 

By Rachel Slade
Seven exemplary elementary schools, two 

exemplary middle schools and two exem-
plary high schools. An exemplary district, 
with a 100 percent graduation rate and a 0 
percent dropout rate — and all-student pass-
ing rates of 99 percent in every subject but 
science, which came in at 97 percent. Car-
roll ISD came as near to perfection as a Texas 
district can in its 2011 accountability ratings. 
But officials say they are not celebrating.

“We really try to downplay it,” Superin-
tendent David Faltys said. “It’s like when you 

score a touchdown, don’t do a dance; act like 
you’ve done it before.”

Current and former district leaders say 
they are proud of teachers and students for 
their work, excited that they were able to earn 
the state’s highest ratings once again, but per-
fection, they say, has always been a double-
edged sword. 

“Pressure. Lots and lots of pressure, for the 
superintendent but especially for the indi-
vidual principals because you don’t want to 
be the school that drops,” said Ted Gillum, 
who retired as superintendent of CISD in 
2002. “All our schools were exemplary all 
six years I was superintendent, but when I 
started, all our campuses had 99s except one. 

continue to improve.”
City spokeswoman Mona 

Gandy said sales tax revenue has 
been on an upward trend for the 
past 15 months or so, and officials 
anticipate that it will continue 
improving. 

A second indicator of stability 
is the city’s commercial vacancy 
rate. The number of empty store-
fronts is up slightly from 2010, but 
the city’s retail vacancy rate sat at 
a relatively low 13 percent earlier 

this summer. The office vacancy 
rate, also at 13 percent, is a small 
improvement over last year. 

A merchandising study com-
missioned by the city in 2010 
showed that more than 254,000 
people live in Colleyville’s pri-
mary trade area, a region in 
which residents live within seven 
miles of the city and can get to it 
within a 17-minute drive. 

And that population is highly 
See Colleyville | 11

See Redistricting | 12See Exemplary | 13
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Sportage 

Starting at $18,9905

With advanced technology and bold styling,

the Sportage is the perfect crossover for

the road ahead.

•  Impressive 31 MPG/HWY6 on the Sportage 2.4L I4

•  IIHS “Top Safety Pick”3

Forte 

Starting at $15,6905

The Forte redefi nes the standards of

compact sedans with technology,

power and space.

•  Class-leading 37 MPG/HWY7

with EX Fuel Economy Package

•  IIHS “Top Safety Pick”3 on the Forte Sedan•  IIHS Top Safety Pick  on the Forte Sedan

Sorento 

Starting at $23,5905

With state-of-the-art technology, sporty styling

and a spacious interior, the Sorento is the fi rst

crossover everyone will want to drive.

•  Class-leading V6 fuel effi ciency10

•  A Consumers Digest Best Buy9 and

IIHS “Top Safety Pick”3

Soul 

Starting at $13,9955

With 11 cool colors to choose from, the

Soul is a vehicle that’s just as unique as you.

•  Outstanding 31 MPG/HWY8 on the Soul 1.6L

with M/T

•  A Consumers Digest Best Buy9 and

IIHS “Top Safety Pick”3

Optima 

$199 a Month1

Optima LX GDI I4 A/T

36 Month Lease

$2,599 Due at Signing

With cutting-edge design,

power, fuel effi ciency and loads

of advanced features, the Optima

is a midsize sedan built unlike 

any other midsize sedan.

35 MPG/HWY2 on the Optima 2.4L GDI with M/T 

IIHS “Top Safety Pick”3 

NHTSA 5-Star Crash Safety Rating4 

www.moritzkiahurst.com
110 NE Loop 820   *   Hurst, Texas  76053
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2011 NNA Awards
Community Impact Newspaper earned 11 awards at the 
National Newspaper Association’s Annual Convention Sept. 
24. The NNA is made up of more than 2,400 community 
newspapers. The Better Newspaper Contest and The Better 
Newspaper Advertising Contest recognize achievement in 
writing, advertising and design. This year Community Impact 
Newspaper was awarded:

Best Newspaper Website, first place, 
impactnews.com 

Best Business Story, first place, 
Round Rock/Pflugerville edition 

Best Education/Literacy Story, second place, 
Round Rock/Pflugerville edition 

Best Business Story, third place, 
Tomball/Magnolia edition

Best Business Story, honorable mention, 
Northwest Houston edition

Best Small-Page Ad, first place, 
Northwest Houston edition 

Best Small-Page Ad, second place, 
Round Rock/Pflugerville edition

Best Use of Ad Color, third place, 
Round Rock/Pflugerville edition

Best Use of Ad Color, honorable mention, 
Northwest Houston edition

Excellence in Typography, first place, 
Central Austin edition

Best Use of Color, third place, 
Cedar Park/Leander edition

Technology is a truly 
incredible thing. Like time, 
it is constantly on the move, 
pressing forward. Like the 
world, it is ever-changing 
based on the thoughts 

and actions of man. A few weeks ago, my 
Twitter feed exploded with the news of 
Apple Founder Steve Jobs’ death. And as we 
pulled this month’s issue together, I could 
not help but notice that a number of our 
stories are, at their core, a look at how inge-
nuity coupled with technology has changed 
our world. 

Complex equipment can now pull 
natural gas from the earth beneath our feet 
(Page 10), smartphone applications can 
now help protect our communities with 
the push of a button (Page 8), and red-light 
cameras can now assist police in reduc-
ing the number of law breakers and traffic 
fatalities (Page 14). 

A college professor once told my class 
that we were the children of innovation, 
that our years would be marked by the 
Renaissance of the machines, and while it 
sounds like something out of “The Termi-
nator,” he was right. I’ve replaced my VHS 
tapes with DVDs, my CDs with MP3s and 
my dial-up PC with a wireless laptop.

But this note was written using pen 
and paper, and you are either holding 
it between your fingers or reading it on 
the website of a company driven by the 
unwavering belief of its founders that print 
ain’t dead. We hope you enjoy this issue 
and all the issues to come because everyone 
deserves to know what is going on in their 
own backyard (no matter the medium). 

Market Editor’s Note  

Rachel Slade
rslade@impactnews.com
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August employment trends

Dallas-Fort Worth-Arlington unemployment—8.4%
Down from 8.6% in July

State unemployment—8.5%*
Up from 8.4%* in July

National unemployment—9.1%*
No change from July

In the Dallas-Fort Worth-Arlington area, the trade, 
transportation and utilities sector added 3,700 jobs; 
professional and business services lost 3,700 jobs; and 
education and health services lost 2,200 jobs.**

Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Texas Workforce Commission

*Seasonally adjusted numbers     **Preliminary data
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5  Briesly’s Boutique, a contemporary 
women’s clothing store, opened this month 
at 33 Main St., Ste. 140 in Colleyville. The 
shop also offers shoes, accessories, bags 
and gifts. 817-581-2743, www.briesly.com

6  CIS Group, LLC opened in September  
at 950 E. Hwy. 114, Ste. 150 in Southlake. 
The company offers field underwriting 
inspections for insurance companies, 
banks and mortgage companies. 866-816-
7445, www.cisgroup.net 

7  Selling health and beauty products 
through “ambassadors,” home-based 
business option FürChange America 
opened at 415 E. Southlake Blvd., Ste. 100 
in Southlake this month. 817-251-9197, 
www.fortunelle.com

8  Home Care Assistance of North 
Central Texas opened in September at 
5712 Colleyville Blvd., Ste. 120.  
817-349-7599

9  Providing keys, locks and safes for 
purchase as well as locksmith services, A-1 
Locksmiths & Safes recently opened at 
5600 Colleyville Blvd., Ste. A. 
972-284-7500, www.a-1locksmith.com

10 A new storefront for Sunglass Hut 
opened in late September at 421 Grand 
Ave. East in Southlake Town Square. 
817-310-0938, www.sunglasshut.com

11  Quilter’s Stash, offering more than 
15,000 fabrics as well as quilting kits, 
books and equipment, opened a second 
storefront at 2125 W. Southlake Blvd., Ste. 
325 this month. 817-310-0040, 
www.quiltersstashinc.com

12  After operating kiosks in Arlington 
and Grapevine for five years, Tanya Nelson 
has opened a storefront at 99 Cheek 
Sparger Road, Ste. 103A in Colleyville for 
Punky Lunky, a children’s clothing and 
accessories store. 817-705-7437, 
www.punkylunky.com

13 Texas U Can Paint, presenting 
art studio sessions as a new form of 

Now Open

1  The owners of Grapevine Main 
Street Art Gallery recently opened a 
new studio featuring the work of French 
artist Dominique Galleron (Johnson), 
specializing in oils with the palette knife. 
A Touch of Paris, at 202 W. Wall St. in 
Grapevine, also offers art classes and books 
private events in the 1930s home. 817-442-

1789, www.atouchofparisgallery.com

2  Taking up temporary residence in the 
old Borders building, costume shop Spirit 
Halloween opened in September at 5615 
Colleyville Blvd., Ste. 100 in Colleyville. 
817-428-7596, www.spirithalloween.com

3  PUMA Clearance Store opened 
this month in Grapevine Mills mall, 

3000 Grapevine Mills Parkway, offering 
discounted athletic apparel and 
accessories. The store is in Suite 608 near 
Entry 6. 972-874-8374, www.puma.com

4  Offering luggage, business cases, 
handbags and more, Bag’n Baggage 
recently opened at 128 State St. in 
Southlake Town Square. 817-310-3129, 
www.coloradobaggage.com

IMPACTS
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entertainment, has opened at 2008 E. Hwy. 
114 in Southlake. 817-789-5038, 
www.texasucanpaint.com

14  A home-based math tutoring business 
for fifth- through 12th-graders, Siva’s 
Math Study Circle opened at 1716 Water 
Lily Drive in Southlake. 214-542-6140

Coming Soon

15  Expected to open a storefront in 
November at 160 State St. in Southlake 
Town Square, Soft Surroundings offers 
women’s clothing, beauty products and 
home decor. www.softsurroundings.com

Relocations 

16 Helping companies attract, engage 
and grow their customer base through 
social collaboration technology, Social180 
opened in Southlake at 855 Davis Blvd., 
Ste. 500 in September. 469-420-0180, 
www.social180.com

17  The Grapevine location of Weight 
Watchers will move to 1469 W. Hwy. 114, 
Ste. 600 in Grapevine in the coming weeks. 
817-442-9205, www.weightwatchers.com

18  ID90 Technologies, an IT company 
serving the airline industry, has relocated 
its headquarters to 1090 Texan Trail in 
Grapevine. 818-676-9847, www.id90t.com

19  Moving from Grapevine, Liberty 
Software, which develops and implements 
software and technology designed for 
pharmacies, recently opened at 3205 E. 
Hwy. 114 in Southlake. 800-480-9603, 
www.libertysoftware.com

20 Cover-Tek Inc. recently relocated to 
551 Silicon Drive, Ste. 100 in Southlake. 
The company offers on-site medical and 
health services as well as breath alcohol 
and urine drug screening. 817-329-6900, 
www.cover-tek.com 

21  The Automotive Service Association 
has moved its company headquarters from 
Bedford to 8190 Precinct Line Road in 
Colleyville. The nonprofit group aims to 
advance professionalism and excellence 
in the automotive repair industry through 
education, representation and member 
services. www.asashop.org

22 Lone Star Stitching, offering custom 
embroidery, silk screen and heat-press 
apparel, has moved to 520 S. Main St., Ste. 
202A in Grapevine. 817-329-7827,  
www.lonestarstitching.com

23 After eight years in business, owner 
Adam Cohen has moved Consolidated 
Auto Solutions Inc., which helps those 
with poor credit finance their cars, from 
Flower Mound to 6230 Colleyville Blvd. 
954-682-5532, 
www.consolidatedautosolutions.com

24 The Christian Men’s Network has 
relocated its headquarters from Southlake 
to 1706 Tennison Parkway, Ste. 104 in 
Colleyville. 817-437-4888, 
www.christianmensnetwork.com

25 The regional office for ABF Freight 
System Inc. has moved to 532 Silicon Dr., 
Ste. 100 in Southlake. 817-416-6536, 
www.abf.com 

26 The Mercy House Counseling Center 
has opened at 5005 Colleyville Blvd., Ste. 
214. Counselor Gina Tidwell-Haley has 
provided counseling and support services 
for more than 15 years to children and 
their families dealing with behavioral 
issues, learning disabilities and autism. 
TMHCC also assists in divorce recovery 
and parenting support/parent education. 
817-798-2346, www.tmhcc.org

Expansion

27 Brain Balance, 100 W. Southlake 
Blvd., Ste. 160 in Southlake, has expanded 
its offerings to include free behavior 
workshops for area parents. For specific 
times and topics, call 817-416-9828,  
www.brainbalancecenters.com

28 Dog grooming shop Kountry 
Klippers, 4400 Colleyville Blvd., Ste. C in
Colleyville expanded its capacity by about 
900 sq. ft. in September. The business 
offers a variety of grooming and dental 
treatments  817-281-0264,
www.kountryklippers.com

29 Following an August move to 5232 
Colleyville Blvd., Ste. 100, Colleyville 
Family Medicine expanded its physician 
staff. A new pediatrician, Elizabeth 
Henderson, started in mid-August; 
neurologist Madhuri Koganti will start 
there in November under the practice 
name Grapevine Neurology; and two ob/
gyn specialists are at the facility weekly. 
817-498-9920, 
www.colleyvillefamilymedicine.com

New Ownership

30 Christine Schulman has purchased 
the equipment assets of the former Simply 
Cakes, signed a new lease and set up 
shop as C. Marie’s Sweets at 1009 Cheek 
Sparger Road, Ste. 126. 682-970-9644, 
www.cmariesweets.com

31  This summer, Kemal Cenkci bought 
Macy’s Cafe at 3105 Ira E. Woods Ave. in 
Grapevine. Cenkci plans to transform the 
cafe into an Italian and Mediterranean 
eatery in the coming months. 817-251-
6229, www.macyscafe.com

32 Delicious Cakes, offering gourmet 
cakes, cupcakes and smooches at 2364 E. 
Hwy. 114 in Southlake, is now owned by 
Michelle Paxton. 817-310-0474, 
www.deliciouscakes.com

Closed

33 Casual Living Patio & Fireside at 
200 N. Kimball Ave. in Southlake closed 
in September. Company officials say they 
hope to open a new storefront next spring.

In the News

34 Central Market, 1425 E. Southlake 
Blvd., will host the third annual Run Walk 
& Roll benefitting the Neuro Assistance 
Foundation on Oct. 29. To register, visit 
www.runtimeracingservices.com

35 Classic Chevrolet, 1101 W. Hwy. 114 
in Grapevine, will host the 19th annual 
Classic Chili Cook-off benefitting GRACE 
at 5:30 p.m. Nov. 8. 817-421-1200

After populating it with more than 40 
businesses, the City of Colleyville has 
launched www.colleyvilleclosebuy.com

Compiled by Rachel Slade

News or questions about Grapevine, Colleyville or 
Southlake? Email gcsnews@impactnews.com.

Brie Washington opened Briesly’s Boutique in the Village at Colleyville in early October.
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Happy
Halloween
from
TLC Electrical

When you get the 
creepy crawlies 
and the dark is 
what you fear 

here’s my number 
you can call me 

TLC is always near!

1-855-TLC-ASAP
(1-855-852-2727)

www.tlcelectrical.com

2812 Market Loop
Southlake, TX 76092

TECL 19542

TECL 19542

Visit our website for specials!
www.tlcelectrical.com

SPOOKY
SPECIAL
$50 OFF

Your next call
Offers cannot be combined.
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CALENDAR

Nov. 14
Eat, drink and take care of your Christmas list early this year with the Colleyville Area Cham-
ber of Commerce. The chamber’s 2011 business expo and holiday marketplace, sponsored 
by Baylor Regional Medical Center at Grapevine, will offer food, live music, and a variety of 
area vendors showcasing their products and services. Admission is free to shoppers, and the 
event will run from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Nov. 14 at the Embassy Suites in Grapevine, 2401 Bass 
Pro Drive. Vendor booths are still available and cost $275 for chamber members and $350 for 
non-members. See Page 11 for a $100 coupon. For more information, call 817-488-7148 or 
visit www.colleyvillechamber.org.
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The Colleyville Chamber of Commerce’s annual business expo features a variety of vendors ready to 
help shoppers with all their holiday needs.

Business Expo and Holiday Marketplace Live music in October

22–23 Canton in the City Holiday 
Gift Market 
The ninth annual holiday gift market at the 
Grapevine Convention Center features 
hundreds of vendors offering Christmas gift 
ideas. • Oct. 22, 10 a.m.–5 p.m.; Oct. 23, 10 
a.m.–4 p.m. • $5 (adults), $1 (students), free 
(11 and younger) • Grapevine Convention 
Center, 1209 S. Main St., Grapevine • 972-
471-0601 • www.cantoninthecity.com

28 “Ghostbusters”
The Palace hosts a screening of the 1984 
sci-fi comedy about a team of New York City 
parapsychologists turned ghost hunters. Bring 
in a same-day receipt from any Grapevine 
business or restaurant and get free popcorn. 
7:30 p.m. • $5 • The Palace Theatre, 300 S. 
Main St., Grapevine • 817-410-3100 
www.grapevinetexasusa.com 

29 All Hallows Eve Train 
Members of the Tarrant County Storytellers 
Guild offer haunted tales on the Grapevine 
Vintage Railroad. Riders encouraged to wear 
costumes. • 7:30–9:30 p.m. • $20 • Cotton 
Belt Depot, 709 S. Main St., Grapevine 
817-410-3385 • www.grapevinetexasusa.com

Hallo-Wine Trail
Businesses along the Grapevine Wine 
Trail host a special Halloween experience 
featuring wine and food tastings and a murder 
mystery with clues at each stop. Costumes 
encouraged. • 11 a.m.–5 p.m. • $45 in 
advance, $50 at door • Participating wineries 
include Cross Timbers, D’Vine, Farina’s, 
Homestead, La Bodega, La Buena Vida and 
Su Vino • www.grapevinewinetrail.com

The GrapeYard
Grapevine Parks and Recreation hosts a night 
of candy-free fun, including hayrides, witches’ 
tales, a PG-rated haunted trail, train rides, 
creepy critters and more. • 6:30–9:30 p.m. 
Free for residents (w/proof); $5 per vehicle for 

non-residents. Concessions for sale. • The 
Vineyards Campground and Cabins, 1501 N. 
Dooley St., Grapevine • www.gvpard.com

29-30 Halloween Scream Train
The Grapevine Vintage Railroad offers some 
spooky fun during the weekend’s Fort Worth 
Stockyards runs. Costumes encouraged. • 1 
p.m. • Ticket prices vary • Cotton Belt Depot, 
709 S. Main St., Grapevine • 817-410-3385 
www.grapevinetexasusa.com

30 British Car and Motorcycle Show 
and Haunted Tearoom
British Emporium hosts a display of classic 
British cars and motorcycles as well as a 
medeival torture chamber-themed tearoom. 
11 a.m.–3 p.m. • Free, but canned goods 
donations requested to benefit GRACE  
British Emporium, 140 N. Main St., Grapevine 
817-421-2311 • www.british-emporium.com

November
5 Naturally Sweet
The Bob Jones Nature Center & Preserve 
hosts an evening of sweet and savory 
tastings from North Tarrant County chefs. 
Event includes complimentary wine, music 
and a silent auction. Proceeds benefit the 
development of the preserve • 7–10 p.m.   
$50, advance purchase suggested • Bob 
Jones Nature Center & Preserve, 355 E. Bob 
Jones Road, Southlake • 817-939-1110  
www.bjnc.org

5th Annual Candlelight Tour of Homes
A selection of Grapevine’s historic homes 
and wineries open to the public for touring. 
4–7 p.m. • $10 • Tour begins at Homestead 
Winery, 211 E. Worth St., Grapevine 
www.grapevinetexasusa.com

7 Festival of Trees kickoff
The Greater Southlake Women’s Society kicks 
off the holiday season with a designer tree 
display at Southlake Town Hall. Display runs 
through Dec. 16 and includes a raffle. • Free; 
raffle proceeds benefit area charities.  
www.greatersouthlakewomenssociety.com

12 Somethin’ Pumpkin
Nash Farm hosts a children’s program on 
pumpkins and their many uses • noon–2 p.m. 
Nash Farm, 626 Ball St., Grapevine 
817-410-3185 • www.grapevinetexasusa.com

Tip-Off Night 
The Grapevine High School boys basketball 
team hosts its annual tip-off night featuring 
food, entertainment, door, silent auction and 
raffle prizes, and guest speakers. Proceeds 
benefit the booster club. • 5–9 p.m.  
Grapevine High School, 3223 Mustang Drive, 
Grapevine  817-658-0768

18 Festival of Trees Tinsel Gala
The Greater Southlake Women’s Society, 
in partnership with Park Place Motorcars 
Grapevine, sponsors a formal evening 
of dining and dancing complete with live 
and silent auctions, a wine pull and more. 
Proceeds benefit area charities. • 6:30–11:30 
p.m. • $125 • Hilton Town Square, 1400 Plaza 
Place, Southlake 
www.greatersouthlakewomenssociety.com

October
22 St. Baldrick’s Fundraiser
The St. Baldrick’s Foundation sponsors a 
morning of head shaving and fundraising to 
support children with cancer. • 11 a.m. • Free 
to watch; donations encouraged • Esparza’s 
Mexican Restaurant, 124 E. Worth St., 
Grapevine • www.stbaldricks.org

Pink Out Super Saturday 
Historic Downtown Grapevine hosts a state-
of-the-art mammography van in the parking 
lot beside Tolbert’s on Main Street. Donations 
benefit Susan G. Komen for the Cure. • 8 
a.m.–4 p.m. • Main Street Grapevine  
register: 1-800-405-7739, www.komen.org

Field to Fabric
Nash Farm hosts a children’s program on the 
history of Texas cotton farming and harvesting 
10 a.m.–2 p.m. • Nash Farm, 626 Ball St., 
Grapevine • 817-410-3185 
www.grapevinetexasusa.com 

Sunset Concert 
The Grapevine Parks and Recreation 
department sponsors the final night of its 
sunset concern series at the city’s botanical 
gardens featuring Moving Colors. Attendees 
invited to bring blankets and chairs. • Free 
7–9 p.m. • Grapevine Botanical Gardens at 
Heritage Park, 411 Ball St., Grapevine 
www.gvpard.com 

Haunted Trail Fest 
The Colleyville Nature Center hosts a night of 
spooky fun featuring games, arts and crafts, 
a costume contest for dogs and people, 
not-so-scary storytelling, pumpkin painting 
and a haunted trail. Fright factor on the trail 
increases after 7:30 p.m. • 7–9 p.m. • $3 for 
trail • Colleyville Nature Center, 100 Mill Wood 
Drive, Colleyville • 817-503-1180 
www.colleyville.com

Back Porch 
210 N. Main St., Grapevine
817-251-8434 • www.backporchtavern.net
21 Steel N Hubcaps
22 Troubaderos
25 Kim Newton & April Adkisson
28 Hill City Band

Campania Pizza
291 Grand Ave., Southlake 
817-310-3116 • www.campaniapizza.com
21, 26 & 28 David Moore
22, 27 & 29 David Paul Pfleger
23 & 30 Andy Sperandeo
24 & 31 Christian David Soto
25 Rodney Bowens

Chill Sports Bar
814 S. Main St., Grapevine 
817-310-0004 • www.chillgrapevine.com
 21 Dave Corley
 26 Faron Gilbert
29  Back in Black, Decadence, For Those 

About to Rock Junior Allstars

Cork It!
909 S. Main St., Ste. 109 & 110, Grapevine 
817-421-9463 
www.corkitofgrapevine.com
 21 Daniel Chrysler
 22 J R Byrd 
 27 Steph & John
 29 Ryli Dylan

Delaney Vineyards
2000 Champagne Blvd., Grapevine 
817-481-5668 
www.delaneyvineyards.com
 27 Joseph Gomez

Glass Cactus
1501 Gaylord Trail, Grapevine 
817-778-2805 
www.glasscactusnightclub.com
 21 The Spazmatics
 22 The David Whiteman Band
 26 Independent George presents Love In 

An Elevator, an Aerosmith tribute
 27 Ray Wylie Hubbard, Dirty River Boys, 

John David Kent
 28 Chant

Jack’s Porch
1239 Main St., Southlake 
817-421-6776 • www.jacksporch.com
 21 & 22  DJ Primo
 29 Longshot Band Halloween Party 

Skybar
1000 Texan Trail, Grapevine 
817-328-6111 
www.vineyardsteakhouse.com
 Thursdays and Saturdays  Double D
 Fridays  Russ Hewitt Band

Tolbert’s
423 S. Main St., Grapevine 
817-421-4888 
www.tolbertsrestaurant.com
 21 Voodoo Blue
 22 Swan Song

Willhoite’s
432 S. Main St., Grapevine 
817-481-7511, www.willhoites.com
 21 & 22  Spellbound
 26 Kristi & Sabrina
 27 RazzMaTazz
 28 & 29  Radio Edit

* Schedules subject to change. Send us an 
email to get in our listing.

Find more or submit Grapevine, Colleyville and Southlake 
events at www.impactnews.com/gcs/calendar.

To have Grapevine, Colleyville and Southlake events 
included in the monthly print edition, they must be submit-
ted online by the fourth Friday of the month.

Online Calendar
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  Colleyville City Council
100 Main St., Colleyville 
817-503-1000

Oct. 1 & 15, 7:30 p.m.
Meetings broadcast live on city cable 
channel 16. Replays air at 6 p.m. on 
the Thursdays and Sundays of meeting 
weeks. www.colleyville.com

  Grapevine City Council
200 S. Main St., Grapevine
817-410-3000

Oct. 1 & 15, 7:30 p.m.
Audio recordings available on the city’s 
website by noon the following day.
www.grapevinetexas.gov

  Southlake City Council
1400 Main St., Southlake
817-748-8400 

Oct. 1 & 15, 5:30 p.m.
Public work sessions begin at 5:30 p.m. 
followed by a private executive session 
and public forum. Forum times vary. 
Meetings are broadcast live on city 
cable channels 27 and 34. Live streams 
and recordings also available on the 
city’s website. www.ci.southlake.tx.us

  Tarrant County Commissioners 
Court 
100 E. Weatherford St., Fort Worth
817-884-1111, www.tarrantcounty.com

Meetings are Tuesdays, 10 a.m.

CITY AND COUNTY

Carroll ISD hires new 
assistant superintendent

John Villarreal, a 19-year education 
veteran, beat out nearly 200 applicants to 
be named Carroll ISD’s assistant superin-
tendent for student services in September. 

“We are excited about adding Dr. Villar-
real to our leadership team,” Superinten-
dent David Faltys said in a district news 
release. “He comes to us highly regarded, 
with experience as a former classroom 
teacher and coach, as well as an elementary 
and secondary school principal.”

Most recently, Villarreal served as assis-
tant superintendent for curriculum and 
instruction with the Temple ISD, where he 
has spent the last 17 years. In his role with 
CISD, Villarreal is supervising principals 
and the teaching and learning services 
department as well as staff working with 
special programs and technology.

Colleyville

Grapevine

Tarrant County

Southlake

Meetings

GPD sponsors prescription 
drug drop-off day

The Grapevine Police Department is 
hosting a National Take Back Day on 
Oct. 29 to allow residents to dispose of 
unwanted and unused prescription drugs. 
National Take Back Days offer a venue for 
residents to remove potentially dangerous 
drugs and controlled substances from their 
medicine cabinets to keep them from being 
stolen or abused by others. 

The two most recent Take Back Days 
were celebrated by nearly 4,000 state and 
local law enforcement agencies nationwide 
and resulted in the collection of more than 
309 tons of pills. The Oct. 29 event will run 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the front park-
ing lot of the police department at 307 W. 
Dallas Road.

City seeks input for 
downtown TexRail 
station next week

The City of Grapevine is seeking 
input from its residents on the design 
and amenities of its downtown TexRail 
station, which will eventually offer an 

Historic 
Downtown 
Grapevine 
stop along 
the Fort 
Worth 
Trans-
portation 
Authority’s 

southwest-to-northeast line connecting 
Fort Worth to the Dallas/Fort Worth 
International Airport. 

The downtown station is being 
planned for a piece of land at 815 S. 
Main St., the northeast corner of Main 
Street and Dallas Road, and Grapevine 
officials have begun discussing what it 
could offer, including entertainment 
space, offices and more parking. 

City staff, staff with The T and rail 
consultants will be on hand for a meet-
ing at 6 p.m. Oct. 25 at the Founder’s 
Building, 701 S. Main St. 

Grapevine residents are invited to 
hear preliminary plans for the site and 
offer their suggestions that evening.
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Compiled by Rachel Slade

Revised trash and recycling 
program rolls out Oct. 31

Colleyville residents will receive larger 
recycling bins and a small increase to 
their utility bill this fall after City Council 
members approved a contract renewal 
with waste management company IESI in 
September.

The first rate increase in two years 
includes a 47 cent bump for trash service 
and an additional $1.15 per month for recy-
cling. As part of the new recycling cost, 
IESI will be increasing the size of recycling 
receptacles used in Colleyville from 18 gal-
lons to 65 gallons. 

The change means an additional cost for 
residents, but city officials say larger bins 
could benefit residents in the long run, 
as a portion of IESI’s annual rate change 
request is tied to landfill disposal costs, 
which would likely decrease as a result of 
increased recycling. The new twice-a-week 
trash and recycling program starts Oct. 31.

Fickes reappointed to 
economic advisory board

Gov. Rick Perry has reappointed Pre-
cinct 3 Commissioner Gary Fickes, who 
represents Northeast Tarrant County, to 
a third term on the Advisory Board of 
Economic Stakeholders.

The board is tasked with collecting and 
disseminating information on federal, 
state, local and private community eco-
nomic development programs to assist the 
Governor’s Division of Economic Develop-
ment and Tourism. 

His reappointment to the board means 
four more years of assisting the governor’s 
office, with a term that does not expire 
until Sept. 1, 2015.

Tarrant, Dallas counties 
launch shared juvenile 
justice database 

Thanks to a jointly developed software 
program, Tarrant and Dallas counties 
became the first in the state to share a 
common juvenile justice database in 
September.

Known as the Juvenile Case Man-
agement System, the software has the 
capability to track individuals entered 
into the database by either county. 
County officials said it not only makes 
it easier for juvenile justice officials to 
determine whether an individual has 

records in the other county, but it also 
streamlines operations for both counties 
by decreasing paperwork and increasing 
person-to-person contacts. The system is 
also accessible to local law enforcement 
— and to other counties, for a price.

“Because we own the software and 
other Juvenile Probation departments 
across the state want this software, we 
will be able to sell it to them,” Tarrant 
County Administrator G.K. Maenius 
said in a county news release. “This will 
result in literally millions of dollars in 
savings for Tarrant County because we 
will be sharing the development costs 
with other participating cities.”

New police chief dons 
Colleyville uniform

After sifting through nearly 100 
applicants, Colleyville officials have 
selected Kaufman Chief Michael S. 
Holder to lead their police force.

Holder, a 20-year veteran of the 
Dallas Police Department, has served 
as Kaufman’s police chief for three 
years, during which time the city has 

experienced a 56 percent drop in crime 
rates and seen crime rates fall to their 
lowest in the past 15 years. City officials 
cited his strong record in community 
policing and regionalization — and his 
servant leadership approach to public 
safety — in making the hire.

During his time in Kaufman, Holder 
developed partnerships with other law 
enforcement agencies and implemented 
a multi-jurisdictional SWAT team and 
countywide Crime Stoppers program. 

He was also one of only 100 people 
nationwide invited to participate in 
the 2nd Annual Predictive Policing 
National Conference, in recognition of 
his impressive record of crime reduc-
tion achieved through innovative 
public safety methods.

Holder will start with the Colleyville 
Police Department on Oct. 24, replac-
ing interim Chief David James.

C
o

ur
te

sy
 C

ar
ro

ll 
IS

D

GRAPEVINE
STATION

Dallas RoadM
ai

n 
S

t.

Existing 
Rail Line



8 | NEWS | Community Impact Newspaper • Grapevine/Colleyville/Southlake Edition

By Rachel Slade
Among the hundreds of thou-

sands of smartphone applications 
offering everything from grocery 
list organizers to bird-flinging 
fun, one has emerged to connect 
Grapevine residents and visitors 
with city law enforcement. 

With iWatch Grapevine’s 
release last month, the Grapevine 
Police Department in partnership 
with the Grapevine-Colleyville 
ISD has upgraded to Crime 
Fighting 2.0. And it has already 
resulted in three arrests.

“Within the first two weeks of 
iWatch’s existence here in Grape-
vine, we received a tip on possible 
drug activity,” crime prevention 
officer Jason Keller said. “Less 
than seven days after the investi-
gation of the tip, we made three 
drug-related arrests.” 

The virtual crime-watching 
program, available for free on 
more than 90 percent of handsets, 
including iPhone, Android and 
BlackBerry systems, is meant to 
empower Grapevine residents and 
visitors with an array of online 

and smartphone application 
options for providing information 
to the police on suspicious activ-
ity, drug activity, public safety 
threats, crimes in progress and 
even previous crimes.

The application was developed 
by Dan Elliott of iThinQware 
Inc., who says that although 
“crime doesn’t know an age 
bracket,” the technology is an 
especially natural fit for teenagers. 

“New research has shown that 
49 percent of 13- to 19-year-olds 
can text with their eyes closed, 
82 percent of them consider cell 
phones an extension of their 
personal security and 92 percent 
send images,” he said. 

GCISD Superintendent Robin 
Ryan called the application a 
powerful tool, a proactive way for 
students to comfortably com-
municate with law enforcement 
that fits into the district’s strategic 
plan of developing citizenship in 
students and helping provide a 
safe learning environment and 
community at large. 

“In today’s world, almost every 

student has one of 
these,” he said, hold-
ing up his own smart-
phone, “and we have 
2,000 sets of eyes at 
each high school. This 
is a way to connect 
with our students and 
a way to help reduce 
crime.”

Dallas was the first 
Texas city with an 
iWatch application, 
but the 2007 ver-
sion is four upgrades 
behind the Grapevine 
version and only 
offers the ability to text message 
a crime tip. Grapevine’s version 
allows users to send emails, pho-
tos or video to police, send texted 
tips — including anonymously 
— and call the tip line or 911. Tips 
are sent directly to emergency 
dispatchers, Elliott said, in less 
than 10 seconds. 

The Dallas version has been 
downloaded by about 8,000 users, 
Elliott said, but many download 
it as a proactive safety measure 

PUBLIC SAFETY 

Grapevine upgrades safety initiatives
Smartphone application connects residents directly to police

— nearly half of Dallas’ iWatch 
users have never turned the app 
on. Still, the Dallas Police Depart-
ment usually receives three to 10 
tips daily and roughly 11 percent 
of them have had “real substan-
tive value,” Elliott said, helping 
police solve a variety of crimes 
and respond to a number of 
emergencies. 

Grapevine is historically a safe 
city, and the number of major 
crimes has decreased further in 

recent years as more funding has 
become available for the police 
department through a half-cent 
increase in the city’s sales tax. 
But with Grapevine’s residential 
growth and its regional status as 
a travel destination heavyweight, 
GPD Chief Eddie Salame said, 
comes the threat of more crime.

By increasing community 
awareness and simplifying par-
ticipation, officials hope to create 
a safer Grapevine for everyone.

Tips are monitored by 
dispatch 24/7 and divided 
according to their content

*During an emergency, 
police ask that you still 
call 911

Immediate threats:
patrol officers

Crime leads:
investigators 

Traffic concerns: 
motorcycle division 

Source: Grapevine Police Department

HOP ABOARD the Grapevine Vintage 
Railroad and ride between Grapevine’s 
 Cotton Belt Depot and the Fort Worth 
Stockyards, or on the Stockyards – Trinity 
 River Run. Travel in authentic 1920s and 
30s Victorian-style coaches.

We’ve got the inside track on fun.

For schedules, rates and train information 
visit www.GVRR.com or call 817.410.3123.

Proud Corporate 
Sponsor

16521_GCVB_Community_Impact_10-11_v2.indd   1 10/7/11   5:57 PM

FREE ADMISSION BEFORE 8PM
GlassCactusNightclub.com  |  817-778-2805

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 29TH

with MUSICAL GUEST, CHINATOWN
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OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

SERVING LUNCH & DINNER NOW OPEN!
SERVING LUNCH & DINNER

Sunday - Thursday: 11am-10pm
Friday - Saturday: 11am-11pm

www.thewinewood.com
817.421.0200
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DRILLING 

Council approves new ordinance
Vote ends Southlake’s 10-month moratorium on drilling

By Rachel Slade
Companies hoping to profit from 

natural gas reserves in the Barnett Shale 
beneath Southlake will face tougher 
regulations in the future after the the city 
approved a new ordinance this week.

Council members were scheduled to vote 
on a second reading of the new gas and oil 
drilling ordinance Tuesday night, ending 
a drilling moratorium that has lasted since 
January and implementing standards that 
take both new technology and resident 
concerns into account. 

“It has been a long journey thus far to get 
us to this first reading,” Mayor John Ter-
rell said before the council’s first vote on 
the revised ordinance earlier this month.  
“During the revision process, we’ve had 
numerous hours of pubic hearings, com-
ment cards — hundreds of which we’ve 
received and read — information that has 
been provided by folks in our community, 
and we definitely as an entire council want 
to thank you for your participation.”

Major changes 
At more than 70 pages long, the new 

ordinance focuses heavily on environ-
mental, safety and aesthetic regulations. It 
received its first votes of approval Oct. 4. 

Under new regulations, drilling compa-
nies will be required to submit a number of 
new plans and studies during their applica-
tion process.

They will also need to comply with more 
detailed criteria for a number of plans that 
were already mandatory, including: 
•	 Landscape irrigation
•	 Noise management
•	 Emergency response and evacuation 
•	 Hazardous materials management 

Other major additions to the ordinance 
are requirements for continuous air and 
water quality testing around the drill site, a 
quarterly gas analysis report, and a cement 
casing program that assures the city that 
land surrounding drill sites is protected 
from industry chemicals. And although 
the revisions do not include a larger set-
back requirement from homes and schools, 
they do require that storage tanks on site 
be at least 300 feet from any other fuel 
source not related to operations.

In addition to environmental and 
safety concerns, the ordinance addresses 
additional protection for the city itself. The 
new ordinance requires higher insurance 
minimums for operators, blocks all seismic 
activity on city-owned property without 
the express consent of the City Council, 
requires that operators enter into license 
agreements with the city to work in city-
owned rights of way and utility easements, 
and mandates that drilling companies 
pay for any road damage caused by their 
activities. 

During the Oct. 4 discussion, the coun-
cil added to the ordinance Councilman 
Al Zito’s suggestion that the city block 
operators from hydraulic fracturing, a 
process in which a mixture of water, sand 
and chemical additives is pumped into 
the ground to break up the shale, during 
the summer. Zito cited the state’s ongoing, 
historic drought as a reason for the three-
month fracking suspension.

“I don’t see our water situation get-
ting any better in future years,” he said. 
“They’re now predicting droughts going 
out for 10, 12 years.” 

The council also planned to add a set-
back for public parks to the ordinance by 
Tuesday’s vote.

Drilling history 
Council members first approved a 

180-day moratorium on all well permit 
applications, pipeline permits within city 
limits, and specific use permits that would 
allow mineral extraction through oil and 
gas operations in January. That morato-
rium, put in place so the city could update 
regulations adopted in 2008, was extended 
in June to give staff, council and the public 
time analyze and respond to proposed 
updates.

After ironing out the details of more 
than 80 issues not covered specifically in 
its former ordinance, the Southlake City 
Council approved the city’s first and only 
gas well site in a 5-2 vote at the end of 
February with council members Zito and 
Carolyn Morris opposed. The special use 
permit would have allowed Fort Worth-
based XTO Energy to drill up to 18 gas 
wells on the Milner ranch near Hwy. 114. 
But after a second XTO site was turned 
down by council this spring and Keller 
City Council members axed XTO plans 
for a site near the Sky Creek Ranch Golf 
Club, the company decided to abandon 
its plans. Because XTO’s two applications 
were the only ones submitted to Southlake 
before council approved the moratorium at 
the start of the year, all future gas drill-
ing negotiations will kick off with the new 
ordinance’s regulations.

New items that drilling companies 
will be required to submit include:
• Green Completion plan, which addresses 

ways to reduce emissions at the site
• Gas dispersion model and risk assess-

ment study, which will include a blowout 
contingency assessment

• Leak detection and compliance plan 
guaranteeing that the site meets best 
practices for avoiding spills on site

• Traffic impact analysis 
• Soil sampling plan
• Site lighting plan

Drilling requirements

Source: City of Southlake

Continually Voted...
D Magazine’s

Best Neighborhood Restaurant

Open
Sunday–� ursday 11am–9pm

Friday & Saturday 11am–10pm
2315 E Southlake Blvd #101

Southlake TX

817-251-0270

Daily Lunch 

Specials S
tart 

At $6.95
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Colleyville
Continued from | 1

Comment at impactnews.com

attractive to retailers, with average 
household incomes of more than 
$94,000 and annual expenditures 
nearing $89,700. 

Local economies are heavily 
influenced by individual business 
and building owners, but in the 
past year, Colleyville has come 
up with more ways to do its part 
in supporting current owners and 
attracting new ones. 

Place making 
“A big part of our approach 

is place making,” Wieder said. 
“More and more, that’s what is 
going to set Colleyville apart and 
make it that much more attractive 
for neighbors in our surrounding 
cities to take the drive and come 
down, eat and shop, stay and play.”

Aimed at helping existing busi-
nesses reinvest in their proper-
ties and encouraging businesses 
to relocate to the city’s primary 
commercial corridors, Colleyville 
for the first time this fall allocated 
$200,000 to a 
matching grant 
program. 

The first recip-
ients were the 
Gibson Fam-
ily Trust, which 
used the money 
to reinvigorate a 
small strip cen-
ter across from 
the Village at 
Colleyville, and Ying Aikens, who 
will soon open a gourmet eatery 
called Next Wood-fired Bistro & 
Vino Bar in what used to be Peter’s 
Pizzeria on Colleyville Boulevard. 

Also new this year are the Col-
leyville Close Buy program, which 
combines an interactive website 
featuring Colleyville retailers, 
restaurants and service providers 
with a discount card program free 
to residents and visitors, and the 

Architectural Review Commis-
sion, which is tasked with updat-
ing the city’s commercial design 
standards to make Colleyville 
buildings more appealing to busi-
ness owners. 

“All of this really goes hand 
in glove with the attraction and 
retention of quality restaurants 
and retail,” Wieder said. “If it’s an 
inviting place and people want to 
come to Colleyville, that will give 
us some momentum and it’ll build 
on itself.” 

The commercial corridor
The city is also looking to a large 

transportation project to help with 
economic expansion. 

The widening of Hwy. 26 — 
from a configuration with two 
lanes in each direction and a cen-
ter turn lane to one with three 
lanes in each direction and raised 
medians — started in Grapevine 
early this summer. 

Within two years, the widen-
ing will stretch from just south of 
Hwy. 114 to 1,000 feet past the Col-
leyville Boulevard/John McCain 

intersection.  
“That high-

way is the 
main com-
mercial artery 
for this com-
munity,” City 
M a n a g e r 
Jennifer Fad-
den said. “We 
don’t have a 
lot of highway 

frontage or other community cor-
ridors, so it’s important that Hwy. 
26 function as it should to help 
spur that commercial develop-
ment.” 

It will cost about $11.5 million 
to widen the first stretch of high-
way within Colleyville city lim-
its, which includes a short bridge 
over Bear Creek. And in exchange 
for the city’s contribution of just 
more than $5 million, committed 

in 2000, officials with the Texas 
Department of Transportation, 
Tarrant County and the North 
Texas Council of Governments 
have agreed to keep the remainder 
of Colleyville Boulevard’s expan-
sion a top priority and pay for all 
future expansion work. 

City officials said the first phase 
of the Colleyville portion, which 
went to bid in August, should kick 
off in March 2012 and finish up 
during the spring of 2013. 

It will be years before the entire 
project is complete, but city offi-
cials can simply look eastward to 
see the impact of improved roads. 

“The better the highway system, 
the better the economic viabil-
ity,” said Jerry Hodge, director of 
Grapevine’s transportation proj-
ects. “We had a lot of growing 
pains with Northwest Highway’s 
expansion, but it really saved 
that corridor and now we’ll see 
the same thing happen with the 
DFW Connector and with Hwy. 
26. Investing in a good highway 
system is the biggest economic 
development project a city can 
undertake.”

Wieder said the Colleyville 
staff and council have been pay-
ing attention to how Grapevine 
has worked with its businesses 
throughout the road construction 
in recent years. They hope to take 
Grapevine’s best practices and run 
with them once Colleyville’s por-
tion of Hwy. 26 gets underway. 

“They’ve really set the standard, 
and we’ve got to be ready down 
the line when 26 continues on,” 
Wieder said. “That first phase of 
26 will be a test case for us, and 
luckily it’s a small portion where 
there’s very little commercial 
development right now.”

Editor’s Note: Look for develop-
ment overviews on Grapevine and 
Southlake in the coming months.

What’s Going On?
There are three large, vacant properties that 
city officials are asked about regularly:

“We don’t have a lot of highway 
frontage or other community 
corridors, so it’s important that 
Hwy. 26 function as it should 
to help spur that commercial 
development.”

—Jennifer Fadden
Colleyville City Manager

1

3

2

Spirit Halloween signed a temporary lease for the former Borders 
building and the city hopes it may attract more attention as a result.

The old Albertson’s was purchased by a new party last year that is 
actively trying to make something happen with the space.

Kroger’s contract has it paying rent monthly on this abandoned 
space until 2018. The city fears there is no incentive for the owner to 
bring on a new tenant.

1. 

2. 

3. 
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Redistricting
Continued from | 1

include Grapevine, Colleyville, Southlake, 
Westlake, Keller, Trophy Club, Haslet and 
a small portion of northern Fort Worth for 
the next decade. At the Senate level, how-
ever, changes are a little more complicated. 

Musical senators 
Sen. Jane Nelson, R-District 12, says her 

new district will be similar to her old in 
that she has always represented a mix of 
urban, suburban and rural communities. 
But her district’s southern boundary has 
shifted northward and the result is a district 
heavily populated by residents of Denton 
County, though District 12 will continue 
to represent portions of Northwest Tarrant 
County and Grapevine. 

Other communities in Northeast Tar-
rant County, including Colleyville and 
Southlake, will see greater changes if the 
senate map goes unchanged. District 10 
Sen. Wendy Davis, D-Fort Worth, has seen 
her district pushed westward this year. In 
the shift, she has lost Colleyville and much 
of Southlake to District 9, which saw a dra-
matic change this year when it shrunk to 
a patch of precincts in eastern Tarrant and 
western Dallas counties. 

District 9 is represented by Sen. Chris 
Harris, R-Arlington. However, Harris said 
in September that he would not seek re-
election next year, so Colleyville and select 
Southlake residents will be among those 
voting for new representation in 2012. 

Legislative litigation 
Although members of the House and 

Senate approved all four maps redrawn this 
spring, there is a chance that one or more 
may change. The Department of Justice 
has taken issue with the maps for the Texas 
House of Representatives and the State 
Board of Education, questioning whether 
minorities maintain their voting power in 
the newly drawn lines. 

And a number of senators who were 
unhappy with their new lines have taken 
legal action. Davis is among the senators 
challenging the lines drawn for their dis-
tricts, and a change to the map could adjust 
representation in this area. 

“SD 10 is one of only two Texas Sen-
ate districts north of Austin that provide 
minority voters an effective voice in State 
Senate elections,” Davis said in an emailed 
statement. “The African-American com-
munity in Tarrant County is the third larg-
est in the State of Texas and is within SD 10. 
Dismantling SD 10 will either strand this 
community into a Republican district or 
pack them into an already effective minor-
ity district. Either one would violate the 
Voting Rights Act.” 

Democrats are not the only ones upset 
with the Senate map. Truitt voted against 
its adoption because she believes it hurts 
residents of Northeast Tarrant County.

“It splits us up into four or five districts,” 
she explained. “It dilutes the voting power 
of the people of Northeast Tarrant County 
and ensures that a senator who repre-
sents this area will be from somewhere 
else because the population centers within 
those lines are elsewhere: Denton County, 
Arlington or Fort Worth.” 

County clout 
Although area representatives do not all 

agree on the lines that were drawn this year, 
they can agree on at least one thing: growth 
will be good for Tarrant County. 

An 11th House member will represent 
the county during the 2013 session, and 
that extra person will offer one more voice, 
one more vote for the interests of the area. 

“There are other regions that do not 
always work well together, but the North 
Texas delegation works together construc-
tively,” Nelson said. “We understand that 
for our region to succeed, we have to work 
together — urban, suburban, east, west.”

There are many examples, but the most 
significant venture approved this session 
with help from both sides of the aisle was 
a strict law governing the pubic disclosure 
of materials used in the hydraulic fracking 
process for natural gas drilling. 

“However these maps turn out, hopefully 
we can continue to promote good, cordial 
working relationships,” Truitt said.

Comment at impactnews.com

LEGISLATURE–APPROVED REDISTRICTING
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The Decennial Struggle
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The state Legislature is tasked by the constitution with drawing and 
adopting new representation maps every 10 years in response to changes in 
Texas’ population. Politicians use data from the Census and their knowledge 
of communities, their needs, and their demographics to draw new lines, which 
must be approved by both the state House and Senate.

This year, state representatives approved four maps, adjusting lines for the 
state House and Senate, Congress and the State Board of Education. The 
above maps show the lines approved by the House and Senate for this region, 
but they may change in the coming months through legal action. 

We think you’re worth 
more! It’s time to make 
things easy with FTWCCU’s 
care(free) checking.

Free Bill Pay
Free Mobile/Text Message Banking
Free Finance Works
Free Debit Card
Free ATMS (over 28,000 nationwide) 817.835.5000 

www.ftwccu.org



impactnews.com • October 2011 | NEWS | 13

Exemplary
Continued from | 1

Comment at impactnews.com

The one that didn’t have a 99 had a 98, and 
our board was really concerned about, 
‘How are we going to get this school up to 
speed?’” 

Gillum chuckles at the memory now, 
shaking his head in the same way Faltys 
does while recounting his first encounter 
with the CISD community’s expectations. 

“In late ’05 we had a school that had 
dropped to Recognized and Realtors 
wouldn’t even show me homes in that 
neighborhood,” he said. “We know how 
important ‘exemplary’ is, and I think it’s 
expected. I know it’s expected.” 

Tough odds 
Districts that earned the state’s exem-

plary rating this year had all-student 
passing rates on the Texas Assessment 
of Knowledge and Skills of 90 percent or 
higher, a high school completion rate of 
95 percent or better, at least 25 percent of 
students at the Commended Performance 
level, at least 60 percent of English Lan-
guage Learners meeting progress criteria, 
and a seventh-to-eighth-grade dropout 
rate of 1.6 percent or less.

Of the state’s more than 8,500 cam-
puses, including 482 charter schools, just 
more than 14 percent — 1,224 campuses 
— earned an exemplary rating. The field 
narrows even more when it comes to dis-
trictwide scores. Accountability ratings 
released over the summer reveal that only 
61 of the state’s 1,228 districts were named 
exemplary this year. That number drops to 
44 — only 3.6 percent of all Texas districts 
— when charter schools are excluded. 

Typically exemplary 
Carroll ISD undoubtedly has talented 

staff and students, but a look at exemplary 
districts across the state offer evidence that 
it has more than just hard work and smarts 
going for it. 

CISD’s student population is more than 
80 percent white, and less than 2 percent of 
students are considered economically dis-
advantaged. Add the fact that the district 
has fewer than 7,800 students and it meets 
every factor of the typical exemplary pro-
file: small, wealthy and white. 

Fewer than a dozen exemplary districts 
this year have student populations of more 
than 1,000 on their most recent Academic 
Excellence Indicator System reports. Only 
three — Carroll, Eanes ISD and Frisco 
ISD, the major outlier with more than 
33,700 students — have more than 7,000 
students, and most have fewer than 500. 
The student population in nearly two-
thirds of exemplary districts is more than 
60 percent white, and only about a dozen 
have economically disadvantaged figures 
that meet or exceed the state average.

Winning formulas 
Districts with more diverse student 

populations often score lower on tests, 
educators say. It has nothing to do with 

intelligence, rather it has to do with a vari-
ety of environmental factors, including 
comfort with the English language, access 
to reading material, parents’ ability to be 
involved in the education process and the 
general well-being of the child — every-
thing from the stress they feel at home to 
the amount of food on the dinner table.

“We have moms and dads here whose 
sole purpose is to stay home and make sure 
their kids are prepared for school,” Faltys 
explained. “My wife and I were working 
on flashcards with our kids last night ... If 
I was a single dad working two jobs trying 
to make ends meet, that might not happen.”

It is also more difficult for educators 
to teach a diverse classroom, Faltys said, 
because their time is split between a variety 
of needs. That means there is a flip side to 
the typical model: small, economically dis-
advantaged and minority-majority. 

“I can show you minority schools, pov-
erty schools with exemplary statuses,” Fal-
tys said. “The more homogenous a campus 
is, the easier it is to teach to that learning 
style and fill the gaps.”

A good example this year was South 
Texas ISD, which was named examplary 
with a student population that is 80 percent 
Hispanic and 56 percent economically dis-
advantaged.

High expectations
Students will take on the new State of 

Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness 
this year, but because the state recognizes 
that it take students time to adjust to new 
tests, it is not holding schools accountable 
for this first attempt. That means Carroll 
ISD is guaranteed straight “exemplary”s 
again in 2012. The next year, however, is 
unknown, and the district is already think-
ing about how to quell residents’ concerns 
if schools drop to the Recognized level. 

“In a community where everything 
hinges on that rating and residents per-
haps are not looking at the whole program 
... we really have to educate parents that 
dropping to Recognized in an area or two 
doesn’t mean the students are getting any 
less out of school,” district spokeswoman 
Julie Thannum said. “Education isn’t just 
about one rating.” 

OTHER EXEMPLARY
 TARRANT COUNTY 

SCHOOLS

ARLINGTON CLASSICS 
ACADEMY

WESTLAKE ACADEMY 
CHARTER SCHOOL

SUMMIT INTERNATIONAL 
PREPARATORY

Editor’s Note: Carroll ISD was the only 
traditional school district in Tarrant 
County to receive an exemplary rating.
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By J.E. O’Neal
Driving through intersections across 

Northeast Tarrant County can be like play-
ing a game of chicken.

As the lights change from green to yel-
low, drivers either hit the brakes to slow 
to a stop or take their chances, gunning 
through the intersection before the light 
turns red. 

But in Southlake, taking the aforemen-
tioned risk could mean being slapped with 
a traffic fine. 

The suburb of more than 27,000 residents 
is one of many North Texas cities that 
operate red light cameras in their munici-
palities, including Coppell, Irving, North 
Richland Hills, Richland Hills, Hurst, Bed-
ford, Fort Worth, Dallas and Arlington. 

Southlake has six so far, said Kim Leach, 
community relations coordinator with the 
Southlake Department of Public Safety, but 
the city is contracted with Phoenix-based 
Redflex Traffic Systems to install up to 14 
more cameras in the future. It remains 
unclear when and where they would be 

installed in the future. 

How do the cameras work?
Under state law, all intersections that 

contain a red light camera must post a sign 
in front of the intersection alerting drivers. 
The cameras themselves are either located 
to the side of the intersection or on top of 
the traffic signal.  

If a camera catches you speeding two 
seconds after the traffic light turns red 
through an intersection, you can expect 
a ticket and a photograph of the violation 
to arrive in your mailbox a month or two 
later.

Fines start at $75, according to city 
records. However, a $25 late fee may also 
be assessed for each violation that is not 
paid within 30 days of the date on which a 
notice of violation is received.

Leach said since the program’s incep-
tion, all potential violations have been 
reviewed by a licensed peace officer. She 
said if a glare appears in the photo that 
makes it difficult to read the license plate 

tag, the violation is tossed out. 

How much money do red light cam-
eras generate?

Well, a lot. 
So far this year, Southlake camers have 

collected more than $1 million in red 
light fines from more than 5,200 violators, 
according to city records. 

But not all of the money collected is 
directly deposited into the city’s coffers. 

Thanks to a 2007 law authored by state 
Sen. John Carona, R-Dallas, all Texas 
cities with red light cameras are required 
to share their profits with the state to help 
fund regional trauma hospitals and safe 
driving programs. 

As of September, Southlake has forked 
over nearly $216,000 to the state to abide 
by the legislation while retaining $216,000 
that feeds into the city budget. Redflex 
Traffic Systems, which maintains and 
operates the cameras at each intersection, 
has collected more than $590,000 since 
January. 

Leach said the city’s entire 25 percent 
share of the fees goes back into traffic 
safety programs and initiatives, including 
anti-drinking and driving programs for 
students at Carroll High School. 

The cities of Grapevine and Colleyville 
neither operate nor are considering the 
installation of red light cameras. 

Officials with each city cited the operat-
ing costs associated with the cameras and 
estimated profitability as their reasons for 
not moving forward.

TRANSPORTATION

Red light cameras
Six Southlake intersections have drivers pumping the brakes

So
ur

ce
: T

ex
as

 D
ep

ar
tm

en
t o

f T
ra

ns
po

rt
at

io
n

Why was I fined for making a legal right turn at a red light?
When turning right at a red light, the vehicle’s front bumper must come to a 
complete stop before the white intersection stripe. If the vehicle is clocked at 
10 mph or faster while turning, the camera snaps pictures of the violation and a 
ticket is mailed to the vehicle’s registered owner.

Ground sensors White intersection stripe Intersection

1
2

21 Once the traffic light turns red, a vehicle moving faster 
than 10 miles per hour into the two ground sensors will 
trigger the camera and a photograph is taken of the 
vehicle before the intersection.

If the front of the vehicle’s bumper comes to a complete stop before 
the white intersection stripe, a second photograph will not be taken. If 
the front of the vehicle’s bumper proceeds past the white intersection 
stripe, a photograph of the violation will be taken.

Strobe

Camera

Video

Lights • Camera • Action  How  a red light camera works

Red light 
camera locations

There are six Southlake 
intersections with red light 
cameras: 

• Eastbound State Highway 114 at 
Gateway Drive

• Westbound Southlake Boulevard 
at Pearson Lane 

• Westbound Southlake Boulevard 
at Kimball Avenue 

• Westbound Southlake Boulevard 
at Carroll Avenue

• Eastbound Southlake Boulevard 
at Peytonville Avenue 

• Northbound Southlake Boulevard 
at Davis Boulevard

PRE–HOLIDAY SALE!
Let us help you redecorate your home for 
the holidays with a beautiful oriental rug!

Highest Quality Rugs - Exquisitely Handmade
Best Price • Best Quality • Best Service!

Shabahang Empire Rugs • 2325 East Southlake Blvd. • Southlake • 817-310-6363

Appraisals • Cleaning • Repair

GREAT SAVINGS FOR THE HOLIDAYS

Mention you saw this ad in Community Impact or bring 
it into the store for an ADDITIONAL 10% OFF

Family Owned & Operated • 3rd Generation

shabahangempirerugs.com

Now Only $549! 
Exquisite 8’x10’ 

Persian Rugs
(On select rugs while 

they last. Hurry in!) With 
coupon. Not valid with any 

other o� er. Expires 11-17-11

Additional
$350 OFF
ANY RUG

Minimum purchase of 
$2000 with coupon. Not 

valid with any other o� er. 
Expires 11-17-11
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2011 Election Guide

Texans to vote on state constitutional amendments

Election 
dates

Election date: Nov. 8, 7 a.m.–7 p.m.

Early voting: 
Oct. 24–Nov. 4, 7 a.m.–7 p.m.
Last day to apply for ballot by mail: Nov. 1

Voter registration

Polling locations

You may obtain an application from the 
County Register’s office, libraries, many 
post offices, high schools, or when you 
apply for or renew your driver’s license. 

Tarrant County Elections Center
2700 Premier St., Fort Worth, TX 76111

Download an application at: 
www.tarrantcounty.com/evote and  
mail to:
2700 Premier St., Fort Worth, TX 76111-3011

Grapevine Church of Christ 
525 North Park Blvd., Grapevine 76051

Timberline Elementary School 
3220 Timberline Drive, Grapevine 76051

Lonesome Dove Church 
2380 Lonesome Dove Road, Southlake 76092

Grapevine Community Activities Center 
1175 Municipal Way, Grapevine 76051

First Baptist Church Colleyville 
5300 Colleyville Blvd., Colleyville 76034

St. Francis Catholic Church 
861 Wildwood Lane, Grapevine 76051

O. C. Taylor Elementary School 
5300 Pool Road, Colleyville 76034

Colleyville Assembly of God Church 
4309 Colleyville Blvd., Colleyville 76034

Crown of Life Lutheran Church 
6605 Pleasant Run Road, Colleyville 76034

Carroll Senior High School 
1501 W. Southlake Blvd., Southlake 76092

Dove Elementary School 
1932 Dove Road, Grapevine 76051

Heritage Middle School 
5300 Heritage Ave., Colleyville 76034

Covenant Church 
3508 Glade Road, Colleyville 76034

Grapevine Elementary School 
1801 Hall Johnson Road, Grapevine 76051

Cross Timbers Middle School 
2301 Pool Road, Grapevine 76051

Christ Our King Church 
2221 E. Southlake Blvd., Southlake 76092

Southlake Town Hall 
1400 Main St., Southlake 76092

Southlake Assembly of God Church 
101 East Highland St., Southlake 76092

Sources: Vote Texas, Texas Secretary of State

Amendment 1
“The constitutional amendment authorizing 
the legislature to provide for an exemption 
from ad valorem taxation of all or part of the 
market value of the residence homestead of 
the surviving spouse of a 100 percent or totally 
disabled veteran.”

Explanation: The spouse of a totally disabled 
veteran would be provided with an exemption 
from ad valorem taxation on all or part of the 
market value of their home.

Amendment 2

“The constitutional amendment providing for 
the issuance of additional general obligation 
bonds by the Texas Water Development Board 
in an amount not to exceed $6 billion at any 
time outstanding.”

Explanation: The Texas Water Development 
Board could issue general obligation bonds 
for one or more accounts of the Texas Water 
Development Fund II, as long as the total 
amount of bonds does not exceed $6 billion.

Amendment 3

“The constitutional amendment providing for the 
issuance of general obligation bonds of the State 
of Texas to finance educational loans to students.”

Explanation: The Texas Higher Education 
Coordinating Board could issue and sell bonds 
to finance student educational loans.

By Marie Leonard
Texas legislators proposed 10 amend-

ments to the Texas Constitution during 
the 82nd legislative session earlier this 
year. Each amendment was approved by at 
least two-thirds of the House and Senate, 
and Texas residents will be able to vote on 
the amendments Nov. 8.

The constitution has been amended 467 
times since 1876. In 2009, voters passed 
all 11 amendments on the ballot, and 
approximately 8 percent of residents voted 
in the election statewide.

Amendment 7

“The constitutional amendment authorizing 
the legislature to permit conservation and 
reclamation districts in El Paso County to 
issue bonds supported by ad valorem taxes 
to fund the development and maintenance of 
parks and recreational facilities.”

Explanation: El Paso County would be 
added to the list of counties allowed to create 
districts to develop parks and recreational 
facilities financed by taxes.

Amendment 8

“The constitutional amendment providing for 
the appraisal for ad valorem tax purposes 
of open-space land devoted to water-
stewardship purposes on the basis of its 
productive capacity.”

Explanation: The legislature would provide for 
taxation of open space land devoted to water 
stewardship, where property owners would 
promote water quality and conservation on 
their land on the basis of its output.

Amendment 9

“The constitutional amendment authorizing 
the governor to grant a pardon to a person 
who successfully completes a term of deferred 
adjudication community supervision.”

Explanation: The governor could grant a 
pardon to a person who completes one term of 
deferred adjudication community supervision.

Amendment 10

“The constitutional amendment to change 
the length of the unexpired term that causes 
the automatic resignation of certain elected 
county or district officeholders if they become 
candidates for another office.”

Explanation: If certain elected officers become 
candidates for another office, the length of 
their unexpired term that causes automatic 
resignation would be extended from one year to 
one year and 30 days.

Amendment 4
“The constitutional amendment authorizing 
the legislature to permit a county to issue 
bonds or notes to finance the development 
or redevelopment of an unproductive, 
underdeveloped, or blighted area and to 
pledge for repayment of the bonds or notes 
increases in ad valorem taxes imposed by 
the county on property in the area. The 
amendment does not provide authority for 
increasing ad valorem tax rates.”

Explanation: Counties could issue bonds 
or notes to finance the development of an 
underdeveloped area, and they could pledge an 
increase in ad valorem tax revenues in the area 
to repay the bonds or notes.

Amendment 5

“The constitutional amendment authorizing the 
legislature to allow cities or counties to enter 
into interlocal contracts with other cities or 
counties without the imposition of a tax or the 
provision of a sinking fund.”

Explanation: Cities and counties could have 
contracts with other cities and counties without 
assessing an ad valorem tax and setting aside 
specific funds to pay the contract costs.

Amendment 6

“The constitutional amendment clarifying 
references to the permanent school fund, 
allowing the General Land Office to distribute 
revenue from permanent school fund land 
or other properties to the available school 
fund to provide additional funding for public 
education, and providing for an increase in the 
market value of the permanent school fund for 
the purpose of allowing increased distributions 
from the available school fund.”

Explanation: The amount of principal 
available for withdrawal each year from a fund 
established to provide additional revenue 
for all public schools would increase. Also, 
available school fund annual revenue could 
be distributed from school fund land or other 
properties up to $300 million each year.

Because motor vehicle accidents are the #1 killer of our teens*, it’s time 
to start talking about what we’re doing behind the wheel. Call or stop 
by for your own copy of the Allstate Parent-Teen Driving Contract. It will 
help you and your teen start the conversation.
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Axiom Security Group
This safety entrepreneur has had one wild ride 

T hink of any big sporting or enter-
tainment event in the ’80s or ’90s, 
and Jay Lavin was probably there. 

From Superbowls to rock concerts 
and the Olympics to the Oscars, the now 
Southlake-based security expert has done 
it all in his more than 30-year career. 

“I sat down with my dad once and listed 
out over 2,000 concerts I’d handled and 
over 110 stadiums or arenas I’d worked 
in,” Lavin said. “The number of cities I’ve 
worked in, I couldn’t even tell you.”

The owner of Axiom Security Group was 
playing football at a community college 
outside of Los Angeles in 1981 when he 
was first approached about working secu-
rity for a concert on campus. 

After one night watching the crowd for 
Contemporary Services Corporation, the 
world’s largest security and crowd manage-
ment company, he never looked back.

Lavin moved through the ranks quickly, 
and by 1985 he was overseeing security for 
The Forum, then home to the Los Ange-
les Lakers. Four years later he took over 
security at a newly built amphitheater in 
Atlanta; in 1992 he started working with 
the rock band Warrant; and by 1993 he was 

BUSINESS

By Rachel Slade

Jay Lavin, owner of private security firm Axiom Security Group, has spent 30 years in the industry. 
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Axiom Security Group
Southlake • 817-912-1096
www.axiomsecurity.net

called back to the Georgia Dome to prep 
for the 1994 Superbowl. Then it was work-
ing with the Chicago White Sox during 
spring training, joining the traveling secu-
rity team for the 1994 World Cup, opening 
a satellite office in Tampa, traveling abroad 
for the Olympics and taking over opera-
tions in San Francisco. 

“Once I had someone say, ‘You live a life 
like people dream of’ because of who I was 
working with,” Lavin said. “It may look 
all glamorous, but when you’re working 
16, 18, 20 hours a day leading up to the 
Superbowl — on the real side, there’s a lot 
of work that goes into what we do.” 

In 2000 he married, started working 
in the dot-com industry and retired from 
security. At least, for a few months.

“At the end of 2000, an old client came 
to me and said their contract was going 
out to bid, and I ended up starting my own 
company,” he said.

Old customers flocked to the start-up, 
and Lavin’s Guest Service Solutions soon 
had contracts with the Oakland Raiders, 
the San Francisco 49ers and more. Driven 
by that success and a desire to enter the 
world of 24-hour security, Lavin added a 

second business — Lavin Group Security 
— to his responsibilities. By 2006 he had 
caught the attention of the nation’s second 
largest security company, Staff Pro Secu-
rity, and he sold his two companies. 

About the same time, Lavin attended the 
national championship game between The 
University of Texas and The University of 
Southern California.

“Everything was ‘sir’ and ‘ma’am,’” he 
remembers. “Over the years, I’d never seen 
such politeness, and though I’d traveled 
through here thousands of times, I hadn’t 
noticed it.”

He and his wife, Mary, first moved here 

in 2007, and after a few years back in Cali-
fornia, Lavin and his family returned to 
Southlake in 2010. Here, he offers a variety 
of security services, including consulting, 
staff training and monitoring. 

And he is already training the next gen-
eration of security masterminds. 

“I already told my daughter, my 7-year-
old, that she’s going to run the company 
when I retire,” he said.
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W earing a cowboy hat, boots and 
a smile, longtime Hall’s Wine 
and Spirits customer and family 

friend Wade Benson not only offers proof 
of the store’s customer loyalty, but insight 
into what was once one of the largest gen-
eral stores east of Fort Worth. 

“Back in the ’40s the store used to be 
right over there,” Benson said, pointing to 
the 7-Eleven at the intersection of Glade 
Road and Hwy. 121. “They sold everything, 
from meats, fruit, feed, clothes and dry 
goods in that store. ... That was back in the 
old days when gas was 12 cents a gallon.” 

What is now Hall’s Wine and Spirits 
was for a long time Hall’s Grocery to Col-
leyville residents and the city’s root com-
munities of Pleasant Glade and Bransford.

Minnie Hall, affectionately known to 
many as “mama,” said her late husband, 
Leonard, opened the store in 1936 after 
working for two weeks at a grocery store in 
Grapevine. 

“He was a country boy and he didn’t like 
it,” she said. “So he started his own store.” 

A small goods oasis within a rural com-
munity of farms and dirt roads, Hall’s 
quickly became a fixture in the region, 
appreciated by residents who wanted to 
stay close to home rather than make a trip 
to the big city of Fort Worth. 

In 1947, Hall opened a brand new store 
to accommodate his expanding customer 
base. And it was 1982 when the family 
moved across the street to its current loca-
tion and began selling everything from 
beef jerky and barbecue to soda and beer. 

The store, now managed by Leonard’s 
son, Charlie, and his grandson, Jeremy, 

Charlie Hall poses with his mother, Minnie, and his son, Jeremy. Jeremy works in the family store as well, 
as the general manager. 

underwent another large expansion in 
1994, a time when Colleyville’s growth had 
sped up and much of the land surrounding 
the area bloomed with rooftops and strip 
centers.  

But perhaps the greatest change to Hall’s 
came just last year. Business has remained 
steady at the popular general store for 
decades, but Charlie Hall had other plans 
for the direction of the family store: alco-
hol, and lots of it. 

After crafting a petition, Charlie gath-
ered support for the sale of off-premise 
retail liquor stores in Colleyville. And once 
he and his supporters had collected the 
requisite number of signatures, what he 
calls his “pay attention bill” was placed on 
the ballot last spring. 

On May 8, 2010, it passed with 74.5 
percent of the vote, and the Hall’s store-
front has since been 
transformed, going 
from a one-stop 
convenience store to 
a fully stocked liquor 
store with the largest 
selection of fine wine 
and spirits in the city. 

It is a different 
direction, Charlie 
Hall said, but one 
that his customers 
love and will help keep the family business 
alive for decades to come. 

“Our business grew because of our cus-
tomers,” he said, “and business has been 
good.”

Of course, you can still get snack foods, 
firewood, smoked meats, and a variety 
of sodas and convenience store items at 
Hall’s. You can even fill up your car — just  
not for 12 cents a gallon.

Hall’s Wine & Spirits
4200 Glade Road,
Colleyville 
817-267-6803

By J.E. O’Neal 

Hall’s Wine  
& Spirits
After decades, family-run 
business continues to thrive

BUSINESS

“Our business 
grew because of 

our customers, 
and business has 

been good.”
—Charlie Hall
 Owner, Hall’s 
Wine & Spirits
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Now Open

Physicians are members of the medical staff at one of Baylor Health Care System’s 
subsidiary, community, or affiliated medical centers and are neither employees nor  
agents of those medical centers, Baylor Regional Medical Center at Grapevine or Baylor 
Health Care System. Photography may include models or actors and may not represent 
actual patients. © 2011 Baylor Health Care System DH_BRMCGV_613_2011

For a physician referral or for more  
information on the Baylor Breast Center,  
call 1.800.4BAYLOR or visit us online at  
BaylorHealth.com/GrapevineBreastCenter.  
To schedule a mammogram, call 817.329.2501.

1631 Lancaster Drive, Suite 130 
Grapevine, Texas 76051

Patient-Centered Care in a Tranquil Environment.
The new Baylor Breast Center provides comprehensive screenings,  

diagnosis, education and treatment for women in a comfortable and  

relaxing atmosphere. 

A multidisciplinary team approach includes certified mammography  

technologists, sonographers, radiologists, physician specialists, and a 

breast care coordinator. This team utilizes advanced digital technology 

to provide services including digital mammography, ultrasound-guided 

breast biopsy, stereotactic breast biopsy, bone densitometry and breast 

MRI and MRI-guided breast biopsy.

Breast Center
A department of 
Baylor Regional Medical Center at Grapevine

BRMCGV_613_BreastCenter_Ad_4.91x12.25.indd   1 8/11/11   9:36 AM
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DINING

Esparza’s
Grapevine favorite still sizzling after 26 years 

W hen Steve Brown was busing 
tables at the age of 15, he had 
no idea it would inspire the 

opening of his own restaurant. But with 
the knowledge he gathered in his youth 
working at Ojeda’s in Richardson, Brown 
decided to go Mexican when he and a 
couple of business partners opened their 
own place 26 years ago. 

Esparza’s opened May 1, 1985, inside 
a renovated Worth Street home built in 
the late 1800s. The house had served as a 
home, a couple of other restaurants and 
even a funeral home when Brown and his 
partners bought it, but although managers 
joke about friendly ghosts in the restau-
rant, the local favorite’s notoriety nowa-
days comes from margaritas, hot Tex-Mex 
and the tenure of its employees. 

“I always say we are special because we 
are independently operated with the same 
waiters who have been 
working here for 10 or 
15 years,” said Brown, 
who became the sole 
owner of Esparza’s in 
2000. “Restaurants 
usually have a lot of 
turnover, but it’s really 
like family here.”

Between the open patio and the wood-
topped tables placed throughout the house, 
patrons have a warm atmosphere in which 
to dine, sitting among homes in Grape-
vine’s historic downtown. 

No one working at Esparza’s wears the 
title of chef, but Brown and his kitchen 
have developed a menu combining 

traditional dishes and Tex-Mex staples, 
showcasing creative favorites like cantina 
tacos and stuffed avocados. 

While the food is sure to please any 
appetite, the Esparza’s claim to fame 
is its margaritas. Esparza’s earns more 
than $1 million in margarita sales alone 
each year, and Brown said the restaurant 
purchases the most tequila of any single 
unit restaurant in Tarrant County. He 
credits a customer for crowning Esparza’s 
the Margarita Capital of Texas, a name he 
trademarked last year. 

Brown says he feels fortunate to have 
crowds that pile in night after night, but 
that success comes from hard work and 
hiring the right people, including 26-year 
kitchen manager Javier Rojas and 25-year 
general manager Richard Ramirez. 

“I think our success comes from our 
consistency and from treating our custom-

ers like they’re family,” 
Brown said. 

Space for the 
Esparza’s family will 
grow this fall. The 
Grapevine City Council 
has approved changes 
to the parking lot at 

Esparza’s that will allow Brown to open up 
the patio for diners. 

The restaurant already holds about 230 
customers, but the patio will add 80 more 
seats by the end of the year. For Esparza’s, 
it is just the next step.

“This restaurant is life,” Brown said. 
“This is what I do, what motivates me every 
morning. ... This is my life.”

By Maria Saldivar

Camarones al Mojo de Ajo.

Homemade tamales.Fried, stuffed avocados.

Steve Brown, the owner of Esparza’s, credits his success to his staff and their margaritas. 

Owner Picks
1. Fried stuffed avocados ($5.99)

2. Chicken Ratones, stuffed jalapenos, 
“Handmade every morning and best with a 
cold beer.” ($8.99)

3. Chicken Fajitas ($15.99)

Like Esparza’s?
Owner Steve Brown also owns Guero’s 
Mexican Grill in Coppell. 

Opened in 1997, the restaurant at 817 S. 
MacArthur Blvd. features bright decor and 
offers a variety of “Real Mexican Food 
Made by Real Mexicans.”

Esparza’s
124 E. Worth St.,
Grapevine • 817-481-4668
www.esparzastexas.com
Hours: 11 a.m.–10 p.m. Mon.–Thurs., 11 
a.m.–11 p.m. Fri.–Sat., 11 a.m.–9:30 p.m. Sun. 
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“Restaurants usually have a lot 
of turnover, but it’s really like 
family here.”

—Steve Brown 
Owner, Esparza’s
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E. Worth St.

Dallas Road

We hear you loud and clear.
Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local coupons. 
Available every day, where you live, work and play!
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PEOPLE

Vicki Truitt
Seven-term ‘bulldog’ calls Northeast Tarrant County home
By Rachel Slade 

State Rep. Vicki Truitt (R-District 98) likes to tell people she grew up in rural Tarrant 
County when there was such a thing. The seven-term representative was raised by her 
grandparents, who moved to a small town called Smithfield just south of Southlake back 
in 1949. 

She attended Smithfield Elementary, went on to graduate from Richland High School 
and that is where her formal education ended, she said, and life experience began. The 
teenaged Truitt went to work right out of high school, taking an entry-level position in 
the medical records department at John Peter Smith Hospital. She soon moved up — and 
into a new position with Parkland Hospital in Dallas — before being introduced 
to politics.

“I went to work for a lawyer, Dee Kelly Sr., in Fort Worth,” she said. “He was chairing 
John Connally’s bid for president at the time, and some of the icons in Texas politics I met 
during that brief time in his office.”

After a short stint with then Harris Methodist Hospital in Southlake, on her 30th 
birthday back in 1984, she started her own health care strategic planning and staffing 
company, Physician Resource Network. 

Her pull to politics came in 1998, when she became disgruntled with former Rep. 
Nancy Moffat. She decided to file for candidacy against the incumbent and two others 
just a couple of days before the deadline, and her first win came during a runoff election 
in which she won with more than 60 percent of the vote. 

“I was surprised because I didn’t have any burning issues other than that the people of 
this area deserved someone who would listen and someone who was properly motivated,” 
she said.

Area voters have returned Truitt to the Legislature six more times. 

What drove you to run for office?
I had no political ambition whatsoever, 

but having grown up here, I care about the 
area and I care about the people who live 
here. I was dissatisfied with the representa-
tion we had, and I wasn’t the only one. 

I  was approached two days before 
the filing deadline about running, and I 
suggested they had gone round the bend 
thinking I could take out a three-term 
incumbent without a war chest, without 
an organization. I literally didn’t sleep for 
two nights because I knew it would turn 
our lives upside down, but I decided if I 
was going to bellyache about something, I 
should be willing to do something about it. 

Where did the nickname “Bulldog” come 
from?

That came from Art Reyna, a 

representative from San Antonio. One 
of my first assignments when I went to 
the Legislature was making it so that 
Southlake could sell wine in their grocery 
stores. I went down there with my little 
to-do list and I had no idea I was taking 
on the entire alcohol industry in Texas. 
Art said I was like a bulldog who bites and 
holds on because I went at it until I got 
it done.

What is Texas’ greatest asset?
People — its people. 

What is the state’s greatest challenge?
One of the huge issues we have right now 

is this drought and what it’s doing to our 
ranching industry and our water supply. 
Of course you have perennial issues: public 
education funding, transportation, water. 

But the greatest challenge is a moving 
target, or a variety of things that support 
each other. A big challenge will be our 
ongoing increase in population. We’ll have 
50 million people in this state in 10 years, 
and we need the infrastructure to accom-
modate that.

What is your process for reaching a 
decision on a vote?

First I try to study the issue and under-
stand all perspectives — and there are 
commonly more than two. I look at the 
pros and cons, what’s the background, 
what’s the industry and what will the 
impact be on my constituents and on the 
people of Texas. 

I read as much as I can, I take input 
from constituents, and we rely heavily on 
the committee system. The committee 

process is set up more to kill bills than to 
pass them and most bills die in commit-
tee, so we pay attention to those committee 
decisions. 

How do you describe a legislative session?
I call the sessions an exercise in sleep 

deprivation. It’s also like trying to drink 
out of a fire hydrant because there’s so 
much information coming at you. 

How have politics changed during your 
tenure?

It’s changed dramatically because of the 
Internet and social media. It is so easy to 
disseminate false information, and do it 
broadly so that by the time you as a politi-
cian realize it’s out there, it’s viral. Then 
the problem is how do you get the correct 
information out?
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Southlake Town Square
Busy downtown was built from the grass up 

V isions of today’s Southlake Town 
Square include a mix of stores, 
restaurants, entertainment venues, 

government offices and homes. Memories, 
however, include wide swaths of farmland.

“The property had a couple of structures 
on it, there were cattle on the site and they 
grew hay here,” said Frank Bliss, presi-
dent and CEO of Town Square developer 
Cooper & Stebbins. “Going from that to a 
downtown grid was a novel concept.”

The roughly 130 acres that make up 
Southlake Town Square in master plan 
form were purchased from two families. 
About 70 acres were owned by six siblings 
of the Fechtel family, and Joe and Hazel 
Fechtel had a house on the property that 
sits about where Southlake Town Hall sits 
today. The other 60 acres belonged to Jean-
nie Peterka and her daughters.

Brian Stebbins was at a July 1995 retail 
convention in Kansas City, dreaming of 
building a mixed-use, open-air lifestyle 
project, when he first heard of the prop-
erty. On his second visit, he called Bliss in 
Irvine, Calif. 

“He calls me up and says, ‘What would 
you think about building a downtown?” 

HISTORY

By Rachel Slade

Southlake Town Hall sits about where the Fechtel family’s farm house (above) sat before construction. 
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Bliss remembers. “I started laughing.”
The conversation quickly turned seri-

ous, though, and after studying examples 
of downtowns throughout the world and 
throughout history, Cooper & Stebbins 
began making plans for roughly 30 city 
blocks, about the size of the central busi-
ness district in downtown Fort Worth. 

When it came to execution, Stebbins 
sought the expertise of David Schwarz, an 
architect who at the time was revitalizing 
the Sundance Square area of Fort Worth. 
To get a meeting with him, he booked a 
seat beside him on an airplane heading to 
Los Angeles. 

“He sat down and David said, ‘So tell me 
what you’re thinking,’ and Brian said, ‘It’s 
like that first ‘Back to the Future’ movie. 
There’s a courthouse, a clock tower and a 
park and an ice cream shop and sidewalks 
and a fountain,’” Bliss said.

It took countless hours of planning, but 
in the end, the plans for Town Square even 
included a little history. The two elm trees 
that frame the pond in front of the pavilion 
were planted by Hazel Fechter, Bliss said, 
and were once split by the front drive to 
the farm house. 

“Sometimes things just seem to be 
destined to be,” Bliss said. “After all the 
engineering calculations and block sizes 
and store plans and proximities, those two 
elm trees were perfectly lined up. The plan 
did not come to them. It was just fate.”

Cooper & Stebbins filed the square’s 
concept plan application in April 1996 
and the Southlake City Council approved 
it nine months later. Plans for the first six 
buildings were approved in August 1997, 
construction began the following Febru-
ary and in March 1999, the first piece of 
Southlake Town Square — the first 250,000 
square feet or so — opened to the public. 

Subsequent phases have included the 
construction of Southlake Town Hall, a 
movie theatre, a Hilton hotel, restaurants, a 
post office, brownstone homes, parking lots 
and garages, and retail space after retail 
space. Cooper & Stebbins hopes to break 
ground on the Garden District, which will 
bring 140 new residences to the Square, by 
late next year, and the company is look-
ing at a target window of 2014 to 2016 for 
development of the Hwy. 114 frontage 
development. As for when it will all be 
finished, not even Bliss knows. 

“We’re only about 40 percent built out,” 
he said.
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M artin “Marty” D. Hanan may 
be president of Southlake-based 
financial analysis firm Value-

Scope by day. But his nights belong to rock 
‘n’ roll.  

“I have such an appreciation for the 
music,” said Hanan, an avid drummer. “It’s 
certainly become a stress relief from work, 
and I have a good time.”  

In 2009 his son, Zak, decided he, too, 
wanted to join in on the action by learning 
to play the electric guitar.  

“Around the beginning of high school I 
got into rock ‘n’ roll and thought playing 
the electric guitar would be cool to learn 
myself,” Zak said. “I really like it.”

Hanan was ecstatic.
“Here was a prime opportunity for me 

and my son to share something together 
before he started college,” he said.

After sneaking a few peeks during some 
of his music lessons, Hanan realized that 
not only did his son have an academic 
prowess for math and science in the class-
room — he was one heck of a musician. 

“My son was crazy good,” Hanan said. 
“I was totally amazed at how quickly he 
picked up the guitar. His music instruc-
tor told me he was in the top 1 percent of 
students he taught. ... I told him we needed 
to jam together.” 

And jam they did. 
Shortly after learning of his son’s hidden 

talent, Hanan began forming a new band 
with Zak called Event Horizon, the name 
of a scientific phenomenon in which the 
laws of physics fall apart at the edge of 
black hole. 

The band would be edgy and high-
energy, playing a number of classic rock 
hits from legends like Guns and Roses, 

Event Horizon plays the night away at Southlake’s 10th annual Oktoberfest earlier this month. 

Kansas and Boston. It would also be free 
for all charitable causes across the com-
munity.

“We felt that this was the best way to 
give back to our community,” Hanan said. 
“This wasn’t going to be our full-time jobs; 
playing music is a passionate hobby that 
we wanted to do for fun and share with 
others.” 

By January, Hanan — who knew other 
musically gifted business officials in the 
area — began forming his dream cover 
band for a cause.  

“We wanted to cater to nonprofits and 
organizations that benefit the immediate 
community,” Hanan said. “We try to fit as 
many performances in as possible.”  

Under the lineup, Zak became the 
group’s lead guitarist while Hanan handled 
the drums. Fred Rayner, CFO of Kansas-
based Conestoga Energy Partners, serves 
as the alternate lead guitarist while Zak is 
away studying mechanical engineering at 
the University of Colorado at Boulder. 

Stephen Fenstermacher, CEO of 
Coppell-based Mannatech, signed on to be 
the band’s keyboardist; Dave Hoekstra, a 
professional software trainer for Atlanta-
based GMT who used to work with Fen-
stermacher, plays bass guitar; and Kevin 
Edwards, a professional training coach for 
businesses and executives, handles vocals.

Once established, it did not take long 
for the hodgepodge group of business 
leaders-turned-rock stars to begin landing 
important gigs throughout the area. 

“We’ve had five gigs in the five months 
we’ve been available,” Hanan said.  

The group’s most recent performance 
was at Oktoberfest, and already the group 
has eight more requests for performances, 
Hanan said. That means more work for 
good causes, more opportunities to bond 
with his son and the possibility of more 
good friends along the way. 

“It’s been wonderful,” Hanan said. “It’s 
pure joy to be doing this with my son, and 
watching the audience’s reaction is 
priceless.”

By J.E. O’Neal 

Event Horizon
Area businessmen only 
rock for good causes
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REAL ESTATE

Myers Meadow
Southlake – 76092

Build-out year: 1999

Number of homes (estimated): 274

Average square footage: 4,041

Home values: $86-$112 
(prices per square foot)

HOA dues (estimated): $682 annually

Amenities: Jogging/bike path, park, 
playground, private pond/lake, tennis

Nearby attractions: Town Square, Main 
Street Grapevine, DFW Airport, Bicentennial 
Park.

Property taxes:

City of Southlake 0.4620 
Tarrant County 0.2640 
Tarrant County College 0.1377 
Tarrant County Hospital 0.2279 
Carroll ISD 1.4150

Total (per $100 value) 2.5066

Carroll ISD Schools:

Carroll Elementary School 
1705 W. Continental Blvd., Southlake, TX 76092

Durham Intermediate School 
801 Shady Oaks Dr., Southlake, TX 76092

Carroll Middle School 
1800 E. Kirkwood Blvd., Southlake, TX 76092

Carroll High School 
1501 W. Southlake Blvd., Southlake, TX 76092

106 Killdeer Court  $425,000 
5 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath 3,895 sq. ft.
Agent: Lisa Quin
817-657-1294

204 Lovegrass Lane  $372,000 
4 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath 3,533 sq. ft.
Agent: Frances Waldman
817-909-7920

407 Thistle Court  $365,000 
5 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath 3,604 sq. ft.
Agent: Barbara Pantuso
817-994-4650

401 Osprey Court  $479,000 
4 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath 4,975 sq. ft.
Agent: Tom Pennington
817-691-1710

No. of homes 
for sale

No. of homes 
under contract

Avg. days on 
the market

10 0 132

No. of homes sold 
in the last year

Square footage
Low/High

Selling price
Low/High

17 2,965/5,307 $335,000/$559,000

On the market  (As of  Oct. 10, 2011)

Featured homesOverview

Market Data Grapevine, Colleyville, Southlake

Price Range

Number of homes for sale Average days on the market

Grapevine Colleyville Southlake Grapevine Colleyville Southlake

Less than $100,000 5 - 1 167 - 59

$100,000–$149,900 12 1 - 125 193 -

$150,000–$199,900 36 3 2 73 181 523

$200,000–$299,900 92 28 4 113 249 122

$300,000–$399,900 29 49 30 128 192 140

$400,000–$499,900 14 56 49 137 123 111

$500,000–$749,900 10 78 74 80 167 130

$750,000–$999,900 4 34 45 116 207 135

$1 million + - 37 57 - 175 215

Month

Number of homes sold Average price

Grapevine Colleyville Southlake Grapevine Colleyville Southlake

Sept. 2011 34 36 37 $314,850 $447,561 $696,236

Aug. 2011 52 35 54 $246,793 $476,340 $662,359

July 2011 23 20 30 $277,566 $505,587 $637,468

June 2011 52 31 64 $247,042 $403,419 $599,551

May 2011 42 41 35 $221,741 $535,809 $602,333

Apr. 2011 31 31 36 $261,410 $427,985 $624,989

Mar. 2011 30 22 28 $241,611 $530,459 $537,293

Feb. 2011 27 12 14 $258,766 $452,599 $566,736

Jan. 2011 19 14 17 $228,589 $435,071 $510,982

On the market  (as of September 30th) Monthly home sales

Data compiled by 
Tim Hayes 

RE/MAX on Main
817-239-7255

TimHayes@remax.net
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