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Operations in Colleyville 
kick off as Southlake 
considers 2nd well site

Natural gas plans drill up urban debate

Officials: Grapevine will weather most important year of work

Construction ramps up 
on DFW Connector project

The $1.02 billion DFW Connector will double traffic capacity through Grapevine on Hwys. 121 and 114. 

By Rachel Slade 
The hundreds of thousands of motor-

ists who pass through Grapevine every 
day have had a year to grow accustomed 
to the detour signs, orange barrels and 
long lines of brake lights. But it will be four 
more years before the Texas Department of 
Transportation’s $1.02 billion DFW Con-
nector is complete, and officials say 2011 
will be the most important for the 8.4-mile 
project aimed at relieving congestion and 
improving regional air quality.

Grapevine Funnel
Plans for the DFW Connector, previ-

ously nicknamed the Grapevine Funnel 
in reference to the number of major road-
ways that converge within the city’s limits, 
began about 20 years ago as Public Works 
employees began studying traffic flow along 
Hwy. 114, Hwy. 121, Hwy. 26, FM 1709, FM 
2499, I-635 and International Parkway.

“What we noticed was the traffic was 
stop-and-go traffic on any day we had 
inclement weather,” said Jerry Hodge, long-
time Grapevine Public Works director and 
now transportation projects director. “If 
there was a wreck on Stemmons Freeway, 
it would be backed up all the way through 
Grapevine.”

Planning and assessments began in the 
early ’90s, when about 180,000 cars were 
passing through Grapevine every day, 
Hodge said. Projections showed that the 
congestion would only continue to worsen 
as the region’s population grew, and by 1995 
a coalition of surrounding cities formed to 
ask TxDOT for help. 

Gov. Rick Perry in 2002 first signed off 
on funding for the project, which includes 
$667 million from public gas taxes and 
$107 million from bond proceeds for right-
of-way acquisition. An additional $250 mil-
lion was secured in 2009 with the signing of 

By Rachel Slade 
After months of debate, six 

Southlake City Council members 
are expected to decide the fates of 
a second natural gas well site and 
a controversial pipeline at their 
meeting Tuesday night. 

Information on both was pre-
sented in a March 1 City Coun-
cil meeting, and more than 20 
Southlake residents responded 
to XTO Energy and Energy 

Transfer’s plans to drill up to 21 
wells at 1719 E. Continental Blvd. 
and route the gas through a pipe 
running up to 80 feet beneath the 
Timarron Golf Course. 

A few who came in support of 
the project cited entitlement to 
their mineral rights. Others said 
they would stake their lives on the 
safety of drilling operations and 
trusted that the companies knew 
what they were doing. 

“They are honest people doing 
exactly the right things, and 
there is not a better site in an 
urban area,” said David Poole, a 
Southlake resident who works 

for a competing energy company. 
“With [the first site] most of you 
acted on fact, not fear. I urge you 
to do the same here.” 

Voices like Poole’s were out-
numbered, though. Most resi-
dents expressed fears about how 
the wells and pipeline might affect 
the environment and the people 
who live, work and attend school 
near the proposed site. Many also 
argued that the council’s January 
decision to place a 180-day mora-
torium on drilling applications 
was reason enough to deny the 
application until more research 

the American Recovery and Reinvestment 
Act. Funding for the DFW Connector set 
two records; the project received more 
stimulus money than any other transporta-
tion endeavor in the country as well as the 
largest-ever cash infusion by TxDOT.

NorthGate Constructors, a joint venture 
between Fort Worth-based Kiewit Texas 
Construction and San Antonio-based 

Zachry Construction Corporation, was 
awarded the DFW Connector’s design-
build contract in 2009. 

“Now it’s just a matter of getting it done,” 
Hodge said.

Getting it done
The project, which broke ground in 
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See Connector | 11

See Drilling | 10

Inaugural Issue

 Legoland | 17
Nation’s second center opens March 
30 at Grapevine Mills mall. Company 
preps for additional attraction later this 
summer

impactnews.com 

Children’s health options 
to expand in Southlake
Cook Children’s opens in April 
more.impactnews.com/11876

 Feedstore BBQ | 16
Family-owned restaurant cooks up great 
flavor and service

Messina’s | 14 
Shoe and boot repair store has 

generations of experience

Southlake drilling sites
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Southlake town Square, that iS!
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Southlake
114

Restorations, Customs, Collision Repair and Sales
THE PLACE TO COME FOR THE HIGHEST QUALITY FULL SERVICE CUSTOMS AND REPAIRS

9100 NW HWY 287
FORT WORTH
(817) 812-3099

www.enviousmotorsports.com

FREE QUOTES AND WAIVED DEDUCTABLE ON COLLISION REPAIR

When the owners of 
Community Impact News-
paper decided to tackle our 
first edition in the DFW 
area, I immediately jumped 
on board to help decide 

which cities would be included. In speak-
ing with residents and business owners 
in Grapevine, Colleyville and Southlake 
about local issues, I found they had many 
unanswered questions about economic 
development and transportation. 

For example, the DFW Connector, the 
topic of our cover story, is one of the largest 
road construction projects in Texas’ his-
tory, and many people did not know the 
project had a name, where entrance and 
exit ramps are going to be, the time line for 
completion or how it is going to affect their 
commute once it is complete. Residents 
of these communities have a question-
ing nature, and answering these kinds 

of questions is our goal. People and local 
businesses deserve the quality and commit-
ment that we offer.

Our tagline is “local, useful, everyone 
gets it,” and our mission is clear: we will 
provide everyone in this area with a free 
monthly publication full of news that 
impacts life, business and community, and 
bridges the communication gap between 
residents and elected officials.

Some of the stories we are excited to 
present include small business features, 
community leader profiles, residential real 
estate data, relevant news from the area and 
the issues important to you. We live, work 
and shop in the paper’s delivery area. If you 
have any questions or ideas, please call us 
or send us an email. I look forward to hear-
ing from you.

Market Publisher’s Note  Contents

Who We Are

Nicole Johnson
njohnson@impactnews.com

 4 Impacts

 6 Calendar

1452 Hughes Road, Ste. 323
Grapevine, TX 76051 • 682-223-1418
www.impactnews.com

Publisher / Chief Executive Officer
John P. Garrett, jgarrett@impactnews.com
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Nicole Johnson, njohnson@impactnews.com
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About us

Community Impact Newspaper, owned by John 
and Jennifer Garrett, is Texas’ fastest growing 
news organization. We now distribute to more 
than 600,000 homes and businesses in seven 
markets in Central Texas, two in the Northwest 
Houston area and one in the DFW metro area.

Subscriptions

Subscriptions to our other editions are available for 
$3 per issue. Visit impactnews.com/subscribe.
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  Grapevine Mayor William D. Tate  
       Southlake Mayor John Terrell          
      Colleyville Mayor David Kelly

 14 Business  
  Messina’s Shoe & Boot Repair 
  At Peace Floatation & Massage

 16 Dining 
  Feedstore BBQ and More

 17 Entertainment  
  Legoland Discovery Center

18  Real Estate

News

Features

What is Community Impact Newspaper?
Publisher John Garrett began Community 
Impact Newspaper in 2005 after realizing the 
need for news with a hyperlocal focus in the 
North Austin/Round Rock area. It has grown to 
include seven editions in Central Texas and two 
in Northwest Houston. Now this same intelligent 
and nonbiased coverage is being distributed to 
residents in Grapevine, Colleyville and Southlake. 

Why is it free?
Readers will not be billed because the paper is ad 
supported. Editorial content is never paid for and 
has a journalistic integrity uncommon for a free 
publication. 

Who gets it?
The paper is mailed monthly to all homes and 
businesses in the coverage area. We do not mail to 
post office boxes, but copies are available at the 
chambers of commerce, the Community Impact 
Newspaper office in Grapevine and online at 
www.impactnews.com.

Grapevine

Colleyville

114
26

26

97

121

360

121

26

Connect Online
Find online-exclusive content at  
impactnews.com/grapevine-colleyville-
southlake 

Subscribe to our e-newsletter at  
impactnews.com/signup

Follow us on Twitter @impactnews_gcs

Find us on Facebook at  
impactnews.com/facebook-gcs

We at Community Impact Newspaper recognize 
the need to help out with disaster relief in Japan. 
We would encourage our readers to help, also. It 
is times like these when we realize that the world 
has become a global community, and we can all 
help our neighbors in need.

Your gift to the American Red Cross will support 
disaster relief efforts to help those affected by the 
earthquake in Japan and the tsunami throughout 
the Pacific.

Donate at redcross.org
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was formerly Paige’s. 817-485-4805

12  Specializing in antiques, vintage décor 
and gifts, Hollyhocks opened at 106 E. 
Texas St. in historic downtown Grapevine. 
817-251-6793 

13  Grapevine Mills mall in march 
welcomed the first Texas location of 
IT’SUGAR, a candy store offering a wide 
selection of candy, chocolate and gift 
items. Selling specialty treats such as giant 
gummy bears and Wonka Bars, IT’SUGAR 
is located in Neighborhood 5 near the 
Build-A-Bear Workshop. www.itsugar.com

14  A branch of Old Republic Title 
Insurance Company, one of the largest 
title insurance companies in the country, 
is now open at 1210 Hall Johnson Road, 
Ste. 150 in the People’s Bank office 
complex across from Town Center 
Colleyville. 469-237-3660, 
www.oldrepublictitle.com/dfw

15       A new location of healthy food concept 
My Fit Foods opened in March at 2600 
E. Southlake Blvd., Ste. 160 in Southlake. 
Owner Mario Mendias’ storefront offers 
fresh, healthy, pre-portioned meals and 
snacks. A grand opening celebration is 
scheduled for March 27. 
www.myfitfoods.com

16  Chiro One Wellness Center, a spinal 
health company, opened its first Texas 
storefront in January at 5509 Colleyville 
Blvd., Ste. 100 in Colleyville. 817-479-0055, 
www.chiroone.net

Coming Soon

17  After a six-year tenure at the Gaylord 
Texan Resort and Convention Center, 
Lagniappe Productions is bringing 
its award-winning Lone Star Murder 
Mysteries dinner theater performances to 
downtown Grapevine. Beginning April 
1, the production company will operate 
in its own space at 816 S. Main St. Dinner 
service will be catered by nearby Chill 
Sports Bar. 817-310-5588, 
www.lonestarmurdermysteries.com

18  Legoland Discovery Center DFW will 
open near Entry 5 of Grapevine Mills mall, 
3000 Grapevine Mills Parkway, on March 
30. The center features a 4D movie theater, 
rides, interactive Lego activities and master 
building classes. 972-539-9386, 

19  Serving up classic burgers and fresh-
cut fries, a new location of Mooyah 
Burgers and Fries is expected to open in 
early April at 2225 W. Southlake Blvd., Ste. 
475 in Southlake. 817-421-2224, 
www.mooyah.com

Relocations

20 Moving from a smaller space just down 
the street, Patty Cakes Bakery reopened in 

Now Open

1  Popular burrito-building chain Qdoba 
Mexican Grill held a grand opening 
celebration in early March for its latest 
location in the DFW area at 2787 E. 
Southlake Blvd., Ste. B-100 in Southlake. 
817-251-8087, www.qdoba.com

2  After operating an online business for 
several years, Dianna and Kristi Buchanan 
recently opened a physical location for 
Bow Kay Designs at 1101 Cheek Sparger 
Road, Ste. 103 in Colleyville. The business 
provides floral designs for weddings and 
special events. 817-656-7673, 
www.bowkaydesigns.com

3  Red Dog Right, a sports bar that 
features typical American fare as well 
as traditional sports-venue selections 
(pretzels, caramel corn), opened in 
February at 3311 E. Hwy. 114 in Southlake. 
817-421-5795, www.reddogright.com

4  Focusing on natural, fresh and local 
meats and fish, Chef’s Meat and Fish 
Market opened in March at 2750 E. 
Southlake Blvd., Ste. 180 in Southlake. 

The specialty butcher shop and boutique 
grocery store also offers fresh produce, 
pasta, sauces, spices, marinades, breads, 
sandwiches, soups, cakes, beverages and 
“to-go” foods. It also features limited 
seating for onsite dining, call-ahead 
and curb-side pickup, delivery, catering, 
cooking classes and wine tastings. 817-749-
0099, www.chefsmeatandfishmarket.com 

5  Applebee’s opened a new location 
at 2215 E. Grapevine Mills Circle in 
Grapevine this week. The mall-adjacent 
location, formerly home to a Bennigan’s, 
is the first for the restaurant chain in the 
area. www.applebees.com

6  Dylan Lin established a new practice, 
Evergreen Chiropractic, at 710 Centerpark 
Dr., Ste. 100 in Colleyville’s Centerpark 
Office Condos. Evergreen Chiropractic 
provides spinal care and specializes 
in the Thompson Chiropractic Drop 
Technique, activator methods, and sports 
and extremity adjustments. 682-325-4193, 
www.evergreenchirotx.com

7  Pluckers Wing Bar, serving up 
everything from fried pickles to Philly 

cheesesteaks and a variety of regular 
and boneless chicken wings, opened in 
February at 1709 Cross Roads Drive in 
Grapevine. 817-416-2473, 
www.pluckers.com

8  Boba Factory, which sells bubble tea, 
smoothies and slushes, opened at 5600 
Colleyville Blvd. in Colleyville Towne 
Square in February. 817-500-9953, 
www.bobafactory.com

9  Offering a home for “the ultimate 
athlete” interested in martial arts, yoga, 
pilates and crossfit, Spartan Sports opened 
this month at 280 Commerce St. 
in Southlake. 817-488-8333, 
www.thespartanathlete.com

10 Trinity Title opened its third DFW 
location in February at 4908 Colleyville 
Blvd., Ste. 306 in the Colleyville Plaza 
Shopping Center. 817-748-2000, 
www.trinitytitledfw.com

11  Gypsy Butterfly, a boutique offering a 
variety of clothing, jewelry, handbags and 
gift items, opened in January at 99 Cheek 
Sparger Road, Ste. 102A in Colleyville. It 
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Bottlecap Alley Icehouse Grill, at the intersection 
of Hwy. 114 and Hwy. 26, added a patio seating 
area this month.

Patty Cakes Bakery is now serving its sweet 
treats in a new Main Street home. 

Downtown Grapevine will get a taste of the Old 
West when Lagniappe Productions’ murder 
mystery dinner theater opens in April.

Kate Alberts offers an array of fresh meat, seafood 
and other prepared foods at Chef’s Meat and Fish 
Market off Southlake Boulevard.

February at 417 S. Main St. in Grapevine. 
The shop offers an array of baked goods as 
well as supplies for home bakers. 
682-223-1471, www.chefpattycakes.com

21  Almighty Cleaning Inc. moved from 
Bedford to Colleyville in February. Now 
at 107 Acuff Lane, Ste. 107, Almighty 
Cleaning provides commercial cleaning 
services for professional office buildings, 
medical offices and retailers. 972-929-0099, 
www.acidfw.com

22 Full-service interior decorating studio 
Designs by K moved from Grapevine to 
405 S. Nolen Drive, Ste. 400 in Southlake. 
Designs by K offers conception-to-
completion guidance on every aspect of the 
home, from original design to redesigns, 
remodels and staging. 817-421-1001, 
www.interiordesignsbyk.com

23  Select Roofing, which handles both 
residential and commercial jobs, moved its 
offices from Fort Worth to 6800 Colleyville 
Blvd. 817-676-7375
 
24  Eagle Land Services, which assists 
oil and gas operators in the areas of 
acquisition, due diligence, leasing, 
mapping, titles and records, relocated 
in January to 4508 Colleyville Blvd. in 
Colleyville. 877-224-5357, 
www.eaglelandservices.com

25  The Hart Law Firm, which specializes 
in personal injuries, including motor 
vehicle, railroad, construction, animal 
bites and birth injuries, moved from the 
Colleyville Tech & Business Center to an 
office across the street at 6620 Colleyville 
Blvd. 817-485-8888, 
www.thehartlawfirm.com 

New Ownership

26 Eden Spa and Spa by Di Vine opened 
in January at 1124 Glade Road, Ste. 160 in 
Colleyville. The two spas were once joined 
under the name Spa Beaute, but they are 
now two businesses at the same location 
with Karen Van Eeden owning Eden Spa 
and Elizabeth Van Beljon owning Spa by 

Di Vine. Eden Spa, 817-507-7829; 
Spa by Di Vine, 214-926-9892.

Anniversaries

27  Bank of the West, headquartered at 
108 W. Northwest Highway in Grapevine, 
celebrates its 25th anniversary with 
customer and staff giveaways in April. This 
independent chain includes seven locations 
in the area spread from Ponder to Irving. 
817-310-3555, www.bnkwest.com

28 Southlake’s Feedstore BBQ and More, 
530 S. White Chapel Blvd., will celebrate its 
10th anniversary in April. 817-488-1445, 
www.feedstorebbq.com

Expansions

29 Bottlecap Alley Icehouse Grill, 
1469 W. Hwy. 114 in Grapevine, debuted 
a new patio area to diners this month. The 
sports bar’s new outdoor space, complete 
with table umbrellas and surrounded by 
landscaping, offers seating for up to 40 
more patrons. 817-305-0025, 
www.bottlecapalley.com

30 Salon Serenity Suites, 1128 Glade 
Road in Colleyville, expanded into 2,201 
more square feet at the same location. 
214-957-3180, 817-503-7600

Specializing in freshly milled grains and 
hand-rolled oats, Grapevine Grains 
unveiled a new line of “instant” oatmeal in 
February. Flavors include cinnamon apple, 
pecan cinnamon, cranberry apple and 
wild blueberry. All the company’s products 
are available online and at area stores and 
farmers markets. Visit the website for all 
locations. 682-553-6099, 
www.grapevinegrains.com

Closed

31    The Borders location at 5615 
Colleyville Blvd., Ste. 100 in Colleyville 
is one of 200 storefronts nationwide that 
will close by the end of April. Borders 
Group Inc. filed for bankruptcy 
in February.

Paige Floyd recently opened Gypsy Butterfly, formerly Paige’s, on Cheek Sparger Road. 

News or questions about Grapevine, Colleyville or 
Southlake? Email gcsnews@impactnews.com.
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www.interiordesignsbyk.com  •  info@interiordesignsbyk.com
405 S. Nolen Dr., Ste. 400  •  Southlake, TX 76092

 CALL TODAY TO SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT WITH ONE OF OUR EXPERIENCED DESIGNERS.

lighting  •  draperies  •  fl orals  •  staging  •  remodeling

complete home design  •  accessories  •  furniture  •  bedding

817.421.1001
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CALENDAR

hosts its annual awards banquet, this year 
themed “The Magic is You.” • 6–9 p.m. 
$75 for members, $85 for nonmembers 
Dallas/Fort Worth Marriott Solana, 5 
Village Circle, Westlake • 817-481-8200 
www.southlakechamber.com

8-9 19th Annual Blessing of the Vines
This Grapevine event offers two vintage 
wine train rides, the blessing of the vines 
at Delaney Vineyards, a vintage art show 
and a wine trail featuring wine-related 
activities and art displays • Friday and 
Saturday–Trains run between 6:40–9:30 
p.m. • $55 (21 and up) • Cotton Belt Depot, 
705 S. Main St. •  Saturday only–Art show 
10 a.m.–5 p.m. Free • Palace Arts Center, 
300 S. Main St. • Wine trail 11 a.m.–5 p.m. 
$49 (21 and up) • Main Street, Grapevine 
Blessing and wine tasting 11 a.m. • Free 
Delaney Vineyards, 2000 Champagne Blvd. 
817-481-5668 • www.delaneyvineyards.com  
www.grapevinetexasusa.com/newvintage

8-10 DFW Fiber Fest
This annual weekend event offers classes in 
crocheting, dyeing, hand knitting, spinning, 
weaving and other fber arts • 8:30 a.m.–6 
p.m. Friday–Saturday, 8:30 a.m.–4 p.m. 
Sunday • $2 daily pass, $5 weekend 

April 15–17
The Southlake Women’s Club annual arts festival includes the work of more than 140 artists. 
This year’s event also features the artistic work of high school students; a children’s arts 
and crafts area, face painting and colored hair spray; a play area with rock climbing, bounce 
houses and a bungee trampoline; four seated wine presentations Saturday and informal 
tastings Sunday; a themed English pub booth and a casual food court of local cuisine; and 
live entertainment throughout the weekend, including a headliner performance Saturday 
night.
All proceeds beneft Northeast Tarrant County charitable organizations. The club has 
donated more than $1.4 million to area charities in the past 25 years. • 4–10:30 p.m. Friday, 
10 a.m.–10:30 p.m. Saturday and 11 a.m.–6 p.m. Sunday • Free admission; art, food and 
drink, and activity tickets for sale • Southlake Town Square, 1256 Main St., Southlake 
www.artinthesquare.com
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The Southlake Women’s Club sponsors its annual three-day, juried arts festival in April, filling 
Southlake Town Square with the work of more than 140 artists.

Art in the Square28 Tom Sawyer at Nash Farm
Storytellers bring to life snippets from 
Mark Twain’s “Tom Sawyer.” Bring a paint 
brush to help whitewash the fence on Nash 
Farm like the characters do in the classic 
tale • 10 a.m.–noon. • Free • Nash Farm, 
626 Ball St., Grapevine • 817-410-3585 
www.grapevinetexasusa.com

29 Global Extravaganza
Grapevine-Colleyville ISD’s Diversity 
Advisory Council hosts the annual Global 
Extravaganza featuring a variety of ethnic 
foods for purchase, cultural performances, 
and exhibit booths from many world traditions 
and heritages • 6–8:30 p.m. • Free • Grapevine 
High School, 3223 Mustang Drive 
817-488-9588 • www.gcisd-k12.org

31 “Race to Nowhere” screening
The Southlake Association for Gifted and 
Talented presents the documentary “Race 
to Nowhere” at Carroll Senior High School. 
The documentary, created by flmmaker 
Vicki Abeles, explores the high-pressure, 
high-stakes culture of America’s education 
system. A facilitated discussion will follow the 
screening • 7 p.m. • Free, but reservations are 
required • Carroll Senior High School, 1501 W. 
Southlake Blvd. • info@southlakegifted.org

April
1 “The Wizard of Oz”
The Palace Theatre presents the classic movie 
about a Kansas girl swept away to the land 
of Oz. Bring in a same-day receipt from any 
Grapevine business or restaurant and get free 
popcorn • 7:30 p.m • $5 • The Palace Theatre, 
300 S. Main St., Grapevine • 817-410-3100 
www.grapevinetexasusa.com

1-3 Day Out with Thomas
See March 25 entry for details.
 

2 Spring into Nash
Sponsored by the Grapevine Convention and 
Visitors Bureau and Baylor Regional Medical 
Center of Grapevine, this old-fashioned 
hometown celebration in its 10th year 
features heritage games, pony and tractor 
rides, goat milking, leather stamping, rope 
making and more. At 11 a.m. celebrate the 
dedication of Nash Farm’s placement on the 
National Register of Historic Places. Lunch 
of hot dogs and drinks will be provided for 
free • 10 a.m.–2 p.m. • Free • Nash Farm, 
626 Ball St., Grapevine • 817-410-3185 
www.grapevinetexasusa.com

Spring Clean Sweep
Colleyville celebrates Arbor Day with a 
citywide Spring Clean Sweep. Volunteers 
meet at 8:30 a.m. at McPherson Park, 240 W. 
McDonwell School Road, to begin collecting 
trash from parks and roads. Residents can 
drop off hazardous waste, documents in need 
of shredding and unwanted electronics to City 
Park, 5205 Bransford Road, where the city will 
offer disposal and donation from 9–11 a.m. 
Proof of residency required • 817-503-1000 
www.colleyville.com

Walk with Me 2011
The ffth annual Walk With Me is a two-mile 
indoor walk at Grapevine Mills mall that 
benefts Easter Seals North Texas, which 
serves more than 10,000 people living with 
disabilities in 34 North Texas counties. Event 
includes food, entertainment and giveaways. 
Registration 7:30 a.m., walk 9 a.m. • Free, but 
donations encouraged • Grapevine Mills mall, 
3000 Grapevine Mills Parkway • 817-759-7914 
www.walkwithme.org/northtexas

7 Grapevine Farmers Market
The Grapevine Farmers Market kicks off its 
season in historic downtown Grapevine. 
8 a.m.– 4 p.m. Thursdays–Sundays • 325 
S. Main St., Grapevine • 817-656-9739 
www.farmersmarketofgrapevine.com

Great Taste of Grapevine 
The Grapevine Chamber of Commerce’s 
women’s division hosts its annual food-
sampling extravaganza featuring more than 
35 restaurants. Tickets include food, one 
complimentary drink followed by cash bar, 
live music, judging, and a souvenir wine glass, 
plate and tote bag • 5:30–8:30 p.m. • $30 
advance, $35 at door • Hilton DFW Lakes, 
1800 Hwy. 26 E. • www.grapevinechamber-
womensdiv.com

8 Lunch with the Girlz
The Colleyville Woman’s Club hosts a 
luncheon and designer fashion show to 
beneft area charities. Features the work of 
DFW designers Khanh Nguyen, Abi Ferrin, 
Shirin Askari, Shemara and Elizabeth Anyaa. 
Day includes a clothing and jewelry trunk 
show and silent auction • 9:30 a.m.–2:30 p.m. 
$85 and up • Hurst Conference Center, 1601 
Campus Dr. • 817-358-1805 • www.c-w-c.org

Stars of Southlake
The Southlake Chamber of Commerce 

March
25 “Star Wars Episode VI:
Return of the Jedi”
The Palace hosts a screening of the fnal 
installment of George Lucas’ epic science 
fction series. Bring in a same-day receipt from 
any Grapevine business or restaurant and get 
free popcorn • 7:30 p.m. • $5 • The Palace 
Theatre, 300 S. Main St., Grapevine 
817-410-3100 • www.grapevinetexasusa.com

25–26 “Oklahoma!”

Covenant Christian Academy presents three 
performances of Rodgers and Hammerstein’s 
musical “Oklahoma!” • 7 p.m. shows Friday 
and Saturday, and a 2 p.m. matinee Saturday 
$25 reserved seating, $15 general admission  
Covenant Christian Academy, 901 Cheek 
Sparger Road, Colleyville • 817-281-4333 
www.ccanet.org • jessica.owens@
covenantchristian.net

25-27 Day Out with Thomas
Hop aboard Thomas the Tank Engine for 
a 25-minute train ride and photos with Sir 
Topham Hatt, the story’s popular railroad 
superintendent. The event includes Thomas 
& Friends storytelling, a video viewing station, 
temporary tattoos, food, and an arts and 
crafts station. Attendees should arrive at least 
an hour before their scheduled train departure. 
Trains depart every 45 minutes from 9 
a.m.–5:15 p.m • $18 (2 and up) with discounts 
available for groups of 20 or more • Grapevine 
Vintage Railroad, 705 S. Main St., Grapevine 
866-468-7630 • www.grapevinetexasusa.com

Texas Pinball Festival
The grand ballroom of the Hilton DFW Lakes 
Executive Conference Center will host more 
than 200 pinball machines, classic video 
games and other game-room goodies set 
up on free play for the weekend. The event 
also offers parts, supplies, game-room 
memorabilia, pinball machines, slot machines, 
jukeboxes and classic video games for sale. 
5 p.m.–2 a.m. Friday, 10 a.m.–2 a.m. Saturday, 
9 a.m.–2:30 p.m. Sunday • $20 (5-12), $30 
adult weekend pass; day passes available 
1800 Hwy. 26 E., Grapevine • 214-632-5537 
www.texaspinball.com

26 Get Your Green On
Sponsored by the nonproft GreenFellows Inc., 
Southlake Green Day offers advice on saving 
money and the Earth by going green. The 
event includes vendor booths, entertainment, 
food and children’s activities • 10 a.m.–5 p.m. 
Free • Southlake Town Square, 1256 Main 
St., Southlake • www.southlakegreenday.com 
info@southlakegreenday.com

Safety NET Kids Program
Colleyville Parks and Recreation sponsors 
a seminar that teaches essential safety 
information for children ages 5 to 13 • 11 
a.m.–12:30 p.m • $16 for residents, $21 for 
nonresidents • Advanced Martial Arts Family 
Center, 4902 Colleyville Blvd., Colleyville 
817-503-1180 • www.colleyville.com/
parksrecreation.html
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pass • Grapevine Convention Center, 1209 
S. Main St., Grapevine • 214-799-1347 
www.dfwfberfest.com

9 Don’t Mess with Texas Trash Off
The largest Keep Texas Beautiful cleanup and 
beautifcation event in the state is celebrated in 
Grapevine. Family, friends, coworkers and civic 
organizations will pick up trash and spruce up 
landscape. Specifc projects and start times 
available online at the Keep Grapevine Beautiful 
website • Projects run from 8–11 a.m. Free 
food, music and prizes run from 11 a.m.–1 p.m.  
817-410-3490 • www.kgvb.org • mjtellin@
grapevinetexas.gov

Cast for Catfish
Two small lakes will be stocked with 500 
pounds of adult-size catfsh to offer children 16 
and under a chance to go fshing. Grapevine 
Parks and Recreation awards prizes to the 
top fshermen in each category. Fishing gear 
provided to those who don’t bring their own 
8–11 a.m. • Free • The Church at the Cross/
Memorial Baptist, 3000 William D. Tate Ave., 
Grapevine. • www.gvpard.com

Grapevine Blacksmith Day
More than 40 blacksmiths will be demonstrating 
their skills at the Grapevine Cotton Belt Train 
Depot and Heritage Center. Other activities 
include a blacksmith forging competition, live 
horseshoeing, live artisan demonstrations and 
a silent auction • 8 a.m.–4 p.m. • Free • 707 S. 
Main St. • www.grapevinetexasusa.com

 Worth the Trip
9 Rock climbing in Mineral Wells
Colleyville Parks and Recreation sponsors a 
climbing excursion to Mineral Wells State Park. 
Participants should bring snacks and wear 
comfortable clothes. Climbing gear provided. 
Children under age 18 must be accompanied 
by a parent or guardian • 9 a.m.–1 p.m • $35 
for residents, $40 for nonresidents • Mineral 
Wells State Park, 100 Park Road 71, Mineral 
Wells • 817-503-1180 • www.colleyville.com/
parksrecreation.html

10 Easter in the Park
Southlake Parks and Recreation hosts an 
afternoon of Easter-themed activities in 
Bicentennial Park. Event features egg hunts, 
live entertainment, crafts, inflatables, cotton 
candy and more. Hunts divided by age: 2–4 
years old, 2:15 p.m.; 5-7, 3:15 p.m.; 8-10, 
4:15 p.m. Event runs 1:30–4:30 p.m • Free 
Bicentennial Park, 400 N. White Chapel Blvd. 
www.visitsouthlaketexas.com

16 Breakfast with the Easter Bunny
Grapevine Parks and Recreation hosts the 
city’s annual breakfast with the bunny at the 
Community Activities Center featuring Waffle 
House waffles, an indoor egg hunt and a glow-
in-the-dark hunt for older children. Includes 
Easter crafts, a bounce house and photo 
opportunities with Mr. and Mrs. Bunny.  
Register by April 14. • 7:30–9 a.m. • $7 
Community Activities Center, 1175 Municipal 
Way • 817-410-3450 • www.gvprd.com

Easter egg hunt at Nash Farm
Historic Nash Farm hosts the 36th annual 
Easter egg hunt, sponsored by the Grapevine 
Heritage Lions Club. Features eggs with candy, 
toys and a few special prizes. Children in 
the 6-8 and 9-12 age divisions can fnd cash 
eggs. Parents of children up to age 3 may hunt 
with their children. Other activities include a 
bounce house, hay rides, a petting zoo and 
face painting • Hunts divided by age: Up to 
3 years old, 10 a.m.; 4-5, 11 a.m.; 6-8, 10:30 
a.m.; 9-12, 11:30 a.m.; noon, all ages for those 
who didn’t hunt earlier • Free • Nash Farm, 626 

Ball St., Grapevine • In the event of inclement 
weather, festivities will move to April 23 817-
410-3471 • www.grapevinetexasusa.com

Candy-free Hoppin’ Good Egg Hunt
Colleyville Parks and Recreation sponsors its 
ffth annual candy-free egg hunt for children 
up to age 12. Easter Bunny pictures available 
for a small fee. • 1–3 p.m. • Free • The Village, 
100 Main St., Colleyville • 817-503-1180 
www.colleyville.com/parksrecreation.html

17 Breakfast with Bunny
Area children and their families are invited to 
the Rainforest Café at Grapevine Mills mall for 
breakfast with the Easter Bunny. Restaurant 
reservations encouraged. • Entry 2 of the mall  
3000 Grapevine Mills Parkway, between the 
Rainforest Cafe and Book-A-Million 
972-724-4900 • www.grapevinemills.com 

17-18 GCISD Education Foundation 
Golf Tournament
This year’s 10th anniversary Classic Chevrolet 
golf tournament beneftting the Grapevine-
Colleyville ISD Education Foundation kicks 
off April 17 with a pre-tournament dinner 
and auction at The Piazza in the Village and 
continues April 18 with the tournament at 
Timarron Country Club • Dinner and auction, 
5 p.m. • $75 • 77 Piazza Lane, Colleyville 
Tournament 10 a.m. registration, noon shotgun 
start • $200 individual, $750 four-person team  
1400 Byron Nelson Parkway, Southlake 
817-251-5480 • janice.kane@gcisd.net

24 Easter Bunny Fun Run
Join the Easter Bunny and hop aboard the 
Grapevine Vintage Railroad excursion to the 
Fort Worth Stockyards • 2 p.m. and 4 p.m.  
$8 (3-12), $10 adult • Cotton Belt Depot, 
705 S. Main St., Grapevine • 817-410-3185 
www.grapevinetexasusa.com

28 Colleyville Road Show
Residents age 50 and up are invited to meet 
Colleyville’s economic development staff 
and learn more about the city’s strategies 
in promoting business growth. Advance 
registration available at the Colleyville Senior 
Center • 11 a.m.–noon • Free • Colleyville 
Senior Center, 2512 Glade Road • 817-283-
7648 • www.colleyville.com/seniorcenter.html

30 Garden Club plant sale
The Grapevine Garden Club hosts its annual 
plant sale at the farmers market in historic 
downtown. Proceeds beneft the club’s 
scholarship program and civic projects • 8 
a.m.–1 p.m • Free to browse; prices vary 
Near the gazebo on Grapevine’s Main Street 
www.grapevinegardenclub.com

Find more or submit Grapevine, Colleyville and Southlake 
events at www.impactnews.com/gcs/calendar.

To have Grapevine, Colleyville and Southlake events in-
cluded in the monthly print edition, they must be submitted 
online by the first Friday of the month.

Online Calendar

Is your home 5 years old or older?

Are you experiencing:

• Humming & buzzing noises?
• Breakers frequently tripping?
• Dimming or  ickering lights?
• Burning or smoky smell?

Then its time for a tune-up!
Call today for a panel tune-up,
FREE with every service call.

Bringing the Service You Deserve
right to your door, day or night.

(817) 424-2684
www.tlcelectrical.com

TECL 19542
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“Those meetings went into 
midnight and after, and I thought 
‘wow, how boring this is, I don’t 
think I can endure this for very 
long.’ Things change I guess.”

—William D. Tate
Grapevine Mayor

PEOPLE

William D. Tate
More than 30 years later, Grapevine icon continues a lifetime of service 

Why did you decide to run for mayor?
I probably would have stayed on the 

council for a while and gotten more experi-
ence, but Mayor Willis Pirkle was a great 
mentor of mine and he asked me to run.

What do you consider your most important 
role as mayor?

The mayor’s role in city government in 
this community is to be a leader of the 
people. It is about keeping things on track, 
keeping us working toward a common 
goal, making sure we are conservative 
in our finances and trying to encourage 
growth that adds to what we have.

What do you consider your greatest 
accomplishment to date?

I think the greatest would be the 

development of the airport, being able 
to take all of that uncertainty about the 
growth it would create and put a realistic 
plan together for what this community 
should be.

I think the land use issues — being able 
to balance residential growth and commer-
cial growth, and to preserve Main Street at 
the same time — has been the nucleus of 
what we have been able to achieve today.

What is it like having one of the city’s 
major thoroughfares named for you?

Well it was a much smaller road when 
that happened in the ’80s, but I grew up 
with the community and the road kind of 
grew up with the community. 

I don’t really think about it as being me. 
But it is something that has brought me 

some recognition and it has been an honor 
that a lot of people have recognized, and I 
appreciate that.

What is the greatest challenge facing 
Grapevine?

The property we have left to develop has 
some unique issues and that is why it has 
not developed so far, and so we have to be 
able to be flexible and try to find ways to 
attract beneficial uses to that property.

If you could choose only one thing, what 
does Grapevine have going for it?

Uniqueness. This has always been a place 
where people come together. We’re rich in 
natural resources, we have a rich past and 
we’ve been able to take that and build on 
that with the lake, the airport, the eight 

highways that pass through here, one of 
the largest malls in the state and some 
of the biggest and best hotels attracting 
people from all over the country.

What are your goals for 2011?
Our goal is to be as aggressive as we 

can to try to bring in some more family 
entertainment and to bolster our sales tax 
revenue to get back to where we were a few 
years ago in terms of financial strength.

How long do you plan to continue running 
for re-election?

I take it a year at a time, and as long as 
I have good health and a lot of support in 
the community, that is something I will 
consider asking the people to allow me 
to do.
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By Rachel Slade 
At 67, Grapevine Mayor William D. Tate’s list of achieve-

ments is lengthy. It starts with his five daughters, who all 
became teachers, and a marriage that has lasted nearly 
35 years with Betty, who still stops by his Main Street law 
practice in the middle of the week to deliver lunch. After 
that, his more than 30 years serving and guiding the city 
run together in a long stream of triumphs and tribulations.

Tate grew up jumping the sidewalk 
cracks on Main Street and grabbing 
strawberry ice cream sodas for a nickel 
between visiting the post office and 
dusting the merchandise in his parents’ 
businesses. 

“Back then you could smell the 
molasses coming from the feed mill on 
a summer evening, cotton trailers came 
by our house in the fall on the way to 
the gin, the churches were centers of community life and 
you knew everybody,” he said. “It’s been a gradual but dra-
matic change over my lifetime. I like to say I liked it then, 
the way the community was, and I like it now.”

He has a family history to be proud of. His grandfather 
was the city’s first night watchman and his father contin-
ued the Tates’ contributions by running Main Street busi-
nesses, serving on the school board and city council, and 
handling the plans for Lake Grapevine during two terms 

as mayor. 
Tate was raised to take over the family businesses, but 

Grapevine was changing rapidly.
“Larger stores were coming in and it was hard to com-

pete,” he said. “That way of life was coming to an end.”
Inspired by his father and his father’s love for Abraham 

Lincoln, he set his sights on law school. His admittance to 
the bar in 1968 was a shared triumph, Tate said. His father 

died a month later, but Tate came home 
to Main Street.

“I’ve been in three locations, all on 
Main Street from one end to the other,” 
he said. “It’s hard to leave Main Street.”

His first interaction with city govern-
ment was as the city attorney. If you 
had told him then that he would go on 
to be mayor for his entire adult life, he 
would have laughed. 

“I remember those very first council meetings,” Tate 
said. “Those meetings went into midnight and after, and 
I thought ‘wow, how boring this is, I don’t think I can 
endure this for very long.’ Things change I guess.”

After three years as the city attorney and one year on the 
city council, Tate was elected to the mayorship at age 29.

Apart from one three-year term from 1985-1988, for 
which he lost the election by 76 votes, it is a seat he has 
held ever since. 

25 Years ago we set our standard for service and customer care. Our customers have always 
been our highest priority and because of them, Bank of the West has achieved success on 
many levels. We are grateful for our loyal customers and give thanks for their support over 
the past 25 years. We recognize our customers as the strength behind our business and we 
are extremely pleased with the tremendous momentum we have moving forward in to 2011.

Our 25th Anniversary is a milestone and we look forward to our continued service to our 
customers and the community for many more years to come. For personalized consumer and 
commercial customer care, Bank of the West will listen and work to satisfy your individual 
Banking needs. We invite you to visit with us!

Corporate Offi  ce
108 West Northwest Hwy @ Main

Grapevine 817/310-3555

4100 William D. Tate @ Hwy 121
Grapevine 817/399-9400

www.bnkwest.com
April is Community Banking Month ... Visit one of our convenient Grapevine locations today!

Our Prime Interest is You! 

Celebrating 25 Years of Community Banking!

Member FDIC
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PEOPLE

John Terrell
Southlake mayor splits time between Town Square, DFW Airport 

David Kelly
Three-term Colleyville mayor provides calm spirit, financial mind

Why did you decide to run for mayor?
Really, I was ready to quit sitting on the 

sidelines and complaining about stuff. I 
decided I was willing to step on the playing 
field and make a difference.

What do you consider your most important 
role as mayor?

Working with the council for the bet-
terment of the community. It is definitely 
a team effort with the council, staff and 
volunteers. That is what makes the com-
munity so great.

What do you consider your greatest 
accomplishment to date?

I think my greatest accomplishment is 
probably the way I have raised my family. 

Our son learned to give back to his com-
munity, and he is now giving back by being 
a police officer in Frisco. I am very proud 
of that. 

What is the greatest challenge facing 
Colleyville?

I think economic development is one 
challenge and getting Highway 26 reno-
vated is a second challenge. Another is 
going to be maintaining our current level 
of service and meeting the residents’ 
expectations based on the current revenue 
structure. We have been able to not raise 
taxes because of property valuation rising 
and sales tax rising, but in this economy 
it becomes a little more difficult 
managing that.

If you could choose only one thing, what 
does Colleyville have going for it?

The feeling, the personality. I have 
always called it the hidden jewel in the 
metroplex; we try to offer all the conve-
niences of living in the metro region but 
still maintain the home-town feel, small-
town values and a lot of personal 
interaction. 

What are your goals for 2011?
Maintaining very high service levels, 

especially public safety, parks and rec-
reation, the library. Also, I would like to 
continue with economic development by 
getting high-quality retailers and busi-
nesses into town, and make some progress 
on Highway 26.

By Rachel Slade
When Southlake Mayor John Terrell and wife Joanne 

returned to North Texas about 14 years ago after a short 
stint in California, they were looking for a community 
with vision, a good school district and opportunities to get 
involved. When they found the house of their dreams in 
Southlake, Terrell said they knew they were home.

Terrell’s work with the city began on the Zoning Board 
of Adjustments soon after the move, and he later took a 

seat on the Planning and Zoning Commission. By the 
time he considered running for City Council in 2004, 
service to Southlake had become a way of life.

In the spring of 2009, Terrell had completed two uncon-
tested terms at Place 3 and was disqualified from running 
again by the city’s term limits. A vie for the mayor’s office, 
he said, seemed only natural. 

“Public office was never an aspiration of mine,” Terrell 
said, “but I decided it was a place where I could have an 

impact and volunteer my services for the benefit of the 
city.”

Terrell took more than 60 percent of the vote in May 
2009 against longtime resident and former mayor Rick 
Stacy. 

He now splits his time between his family of four, 
Southlake City Hall and the Dallas/Fort Worth Interna-
tional Airport, where he serves as vice president of com-
mercial development.

By Rachel Slade  
Six years ago, David Kelly’s only interaction with Col-

leyville City Hall was stopping by the utility office to pay 
his water bill. Now his third-floor office and business cards 
read “mayor.”

The Fort Worth native laughs about it today, remember-
ing his friends’ warning to be careful what he wished for 
when he began planning his campaign back in 2005, but 
so far he says it has been a great experience. 

“Running for mayor was my first civic involvement, but 

I thought about it and said, ‘If I’m going to run, I might 
as well run for the top job,’” he said. “I had no clue what a 
mayor did.”

Kelly, a Texas Christian University alumnus, went 
into business for himself with Cornerstone Professional 
Advisor Services LLC nearly two decades ago. He moved 
to Colleyville with wife Debbie and son Chad in the late 
1990s. 

The city’s council at the time was doing signifi-
cant work, he said, but personality clashes among the 

councilmembers and heated debates at the dais were mak-
ing headlines. 

Encouraged by friends who thought his even temper 
could be of benefit to the council, Kelly ran for the may-
oral seat in May 2005, slipping past former city council-
man John Grace by 88 votes. His current three-year term 
expires in 2013, and Kelly says he is already planning to 
run for re-election.

“I consider myself more a servant than a leader,” he said, 
“and I’ve enjoyed every bit of it.”

Why did you decide to run for mayor?
Once I had experienced elected office 

on city council, I got some satisfaction out 
of participating, helping to grow the city. 
Since I was term-limited on a city council 
position, the only elected position that was 
available was mayor. I also went through 
a great deal of discussion with my family 
because it is certainly time consuming. 
And then, of course, I never do anything 
without a great deal of prayer. 

What do you consider your most important 
role as mayor?

I think my most important role is listen-
ing to our citizens and then putting into 
practice what I believe the will of the com-
munity is. 

What do you consider your greatest 
accomplishment to date?

I think probably by far my greatest 
accomplishment has been raising two 
really good kids that do well in school, and 
have great personalities and a love for life. 
Hopefully we’ll be able to keep that going 
through the teen years.

What is the greatest challenge facing 
Southlake?

The economy has been a tough chal-
lenge. We’ve probably weathered it better 
than most communities, as is evident in 
our sales tax generation and the overall 
vibrancy of our community. But that 
doesn’t mean that we’re unfazed. What you 
have to do is plan for those inevitabilities.

If you could choose only one thing, what 
does Southlake have going for it?

I think it’s our sense of community. 
There are a lot of cities, but there aren’t a 
lot of communities.

What are your goals for 2011?
Ultimately, I want to walk away from 

elected office and say the city is in better 
condition than when I started.

More specifically, our citizens have 
asked for and would love to have a multi-
purpose center, so I would like to see 
progress made toward that end. Also, we 
have some roads I’d like to see finished as 
well as the completion of our water system 
so that we do not have to ration in the 
summer months.



10 | NEWS | Community Impact Newspaper • Grapevine/Colleyville/Southlake Edition

could be completed. 
“In a few months, when we 

figure out...what is the safest dis-
tance for homes to reside [from 
the wells], what are you going to 
tell us, the ones who live in War-
wick Green?” Kimberly Davis 
said. “We’re within 1,200 feet. 
If you later decide 1,500 feet or 
2,000 feet, how is that going to 
affect us? How can you turn back 
the time?”

Councilman Jeff Wang has 
recused himself from the discus-
sion and next week’s vote because 
he owns property near the pro-
posed drill site.

A higher hurdle 
The Southlake City Council, 

after ironing out the details of 
more than 80 issues not covered 
specifically in its ordinances, 
approved the city’s first gas well 
site in a 5-2 vote at the end of Feb-
ruary with councilmembers Al 
Zito and Carolyn Morris opposed. 
The special use permit for 651 and 
655 E. Highland St. allows XTO to 
drill up to 18 gas wells on the Mil-
ner ranch near Hwy. 114. 

The Fort Worth-based energy 
company has a more difficult 
hurdle this time around, though. 
The city’s Planning and Zoning 
commissioners recommended 
denial of the company’s second 
application and its variances in 
their Feb. 3 meeting, meaning a 
supermajority council vote of at 
least 5-1 is required for approval. 
Councilmembers Zito and Mor-
ris used the requirement to their 
advantage in the March 1 meet-
ing, negotiating stricter environ-
mental air and water testing regu-
lations for the second site. 

The council also insisted that 
Energy Transfer work with a com-
mittee to search for a new pipeline 
route that better avoids residential 
areas and makes use of the high-
way corridors. Those findings will 
be presented Tuesday. 

Colleyville’s first step
As Southlake readies for Tues-

day’s votes, workers with Titan 
Operating are already moving 
forward with the city of Col-
leyville’s first drill site. That two-
acre site, unanimously approved 
in November, sits on 13.2 acres 
along Pleasant Run Road near 
the city’s northern border with 
Southlake. 

Titan received an administra-
tive permit for its first six wells at 
the end of February, began drill-
ing earlier this month and has 

until November 2015 to drill up 
to 14 gas wells on site, said Ron 
Ruthven, director of Public Works 
and interim director of Commu-
nity Development. But the Fort 
Worth-based company, like XTO 
in Southlake, battled long and 
hard for approval. 

Titan began its work in Col-
leyville in 2008, signing mineral 
rights leases for private and city-
owned land. But the first wells’ 
November 2010 approval came 
more than a year after Titan first 
requested a permit. The proposed 
drill site was forced to move twice 
to avoid being within 1,000 feet of 
private park land along Big Bear 
Creek and homes in The Hills 
of Monticello neighborhood, 
which straddles Colleyville and 
Southlake. 

While a preliminary pipeline 
route was approved along with 
Titan’s drilling special use per-
mit, no official route has gone 
to the Colleyville City Council 
for approval. The city has been 
in communication with Energy 
Transfer, the company planning 
Southlake’s line, for about two 
years, Ruthven said.

“The intention is to construct 
everything as a single construc-
tion project,” he said. “So in all 
likelihood, they would be work-
ing with us and Southlake if they 
build that line. Right now it’s 
dependent on how that zoning 
case in Southlake goes at the end 
of the month.” 

The earliest that construction 
could begin on a pipeline in Col-
leyville is this fall. 

Urban drilling 
Though drilling in both cities 

has proven to be controversial, 
Colleyville and Southlake city 
officials say it will be something 
they and residents will be dealing 
with for decades to come. Both 
cities sit on the Barnett Shale, a 
hydrocarbon-producing geologi-
cal formation that stretches over 
at least 18 counties and is thought 
by experts to have the largest pro-
ducible reserves of any onshore 
natural gas field in the country.

“Companies have been drill-
ing for gas in the shale for years, 
but it kind of went from west to 
east because it’s all rural out west,” 
Ruthven said. “It became an urban 
issue, for all the cities in the shale, 
really in the last 10 years.”

Much of the controversy sur-
rounding urban drilling is rooted 
in the use of hydraulic fractur-
ing, or “fracking,” a process 
that pumps a mixture of water, 
sand and chemical additives 
into the well bore to fracture the 

surrounding rock formation. The 
increased production created by 
fracking is what makes Barnett 
Shale wells economically viable, 
but those opposed to drilling say 
the process can taint nearby water 
sources and disperse unhealthy 
contaminants into the air. Other 
fears are rooted in the pipelines 
themselves, in the possibility of 
accidental environmental con-
tamination or explosions. 

As drilling companies began 
looking at urban sites, cities 
responded with strict regula-
tions aimed at protecting their 
residents’ property rights, their 
cities’ property values and their 
communities’ quality of life. Now 
cities throughout North Texas are 
working hard to keep those gas 
ordinances updated. 

“I was on the original gas task 
force a few years ago, and we 
spent over a year redoing our old 
gas ordinance to make it probably 
the premiere ordinance in North 
Texas,” Southlake Mayor John 
Terrell said. “As you go through 
the application process, though, 
you realize all the technology 
changes and industry changes.”

XTO’s applications are the only 
two that have made it as far as a 
council vote in Southlake. The 
council’s moratorium applies to 
well permit applications, pipeline 
permits within the city limits, and 
specific use permits that would 
allow mineral extraction through 
oil and gas operations. 

Since adopting its gas ordi-
nance in April 2006, Colleyville 
has revised it three times, most 
recently in November 2010. The 
November revision was a compre-
hensive overhaul, Ruthven said, 
which included adding environ-
mental regulations in response to 
residents’ concerns. 
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Geologists discovered the thick, black organic-rich Barnett Shale in the early 20th 
century during a mapping exercise. It was named the Barnett Shale because it was 
discovered near the Barnett Stream, which had been named for late-19th century San 
Saba County settler John W. Barnett. 

Since advancements in drilling technology made its production viable in the ’80s, the 
Barnett Shale has become the second largest-producing onshore domestic gas field 
in the U.S. As of early March, the Railroad Commission of Texas had recorded 14,886 
gas wells in the shale and an additional 2,869 permitted locations, for which the opera-
tor had not filed its final paperwork or a completed well had not received an identifica-
tion number. 

Currently the Barnett Shale produces in more than 20 counties, including Archer, 
Bosque, Clay, Comanche, Cooke, Coryell, Dallas, Denton, Eastland, Ellis, Erath, Grayson, 
Hill, Hood, Jack, Johnson, Montague, Palo Pinto, Parker, Shackelford, Somervell, 
Stephens, Tarrant and Wise. Drilling permits have also been issued for wells in Hamilton 
County. In 2010, production in the Barnett Shale accounted for 28 percent of all Texas 
gas production.

Counties affected by
Barnett Shale drilling

Drilling
Continued from | 1
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1,8281,775

717

1,104

1,612

2007 2008 2009 2010

Gas well 
production 
(in Bcf)*

Bcf = Billion Cubic Feet. This gas measurement is roughly equal to 1 trillion BTU (British 
Thermal Unit). A BTU is a unit of measurement for energy representing the amount of 
heat necessary to raise the temperature of one pound of water by 1 degree Fahrenheit.

Source: The Railroad Commission of Texas
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Private residents who own the land 
being eyed by drilling companies 
aren’t the only ones with potential to 
benefit from urban operations. A list of 
beneficiaries included in the March 1 
presentation by Walter Dueease, senior 
regulations affairs coordinator for XTO, 
included both Carroll and Grapevine-
Colleyville ISDs, and the cities of 
Grapevine, Colleyville and Southlake. 

For example, Colleyville received a 
roughly $6 million bonus when it signed 
a lease for mineral rights with Titan. 
The money was put into the Colleyville 
Tomorrow Fund, which helps pay for 
capital improvement projects. 

Any royalties the city receives from 
drilling will go into the city’s general 
fund, as will ad valorem taxes. Titan 
estimates that once production begins, 
the city could receive as much as 
$229,588 in ad valorem taxes over a 
15-year period for each well.

Comment at more.impactnews.com/12024

Map not to scale
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February 2010, will rebuild portions of four 
highways, two interchanges and five bridges 
by 2014. Major improvements will include 
continuous frontage road lanes along Hwy. 
114 between William D. Tate Avenue and 
Northwest Highway, pairs of direct-connect 
ramps tying together many of the region’s 
most prominent roads, and lane additions 
that will expand the highway corridor to as 
wide as 24 lanes in certain areas and add 
Texas U-turns to some of the city’s busiest 
bridge intersections.

“We’re essentially doubling the capacity 
of this highway area. We expect that will 
handle traffic demand for quite a while — 
probably a decade, possibly close to two 
decades,” TxDOT spokesman Tony Hartzel 
said. “We expect about 300,000 cars to be 
on these roads every day by 2030.”

NorthGate officials, who reported that the 
project required more than 1.3 million man 
hours in 2010, say 2011 will be the busiest 
year of construction. Up to 750 employees 
will be working around the clock to keep 
plans on budget and on schedule this year, 
spokeswoman Selma Stockstill said. 

As it was in 2010, a majority of construc-
tion will take place during off-peak hours: 
from 8 p.m. to 6 a.m. during the work week, 
and throughout the weekend.

In 2011 NorthGate will complete work 
on the Main Street bridge and start work 
on the William D. Tate and Texan Trail 
bridges. Construction will also begin on 
northbound Hwy. 26 and the intersection 
of Hwy. 114 around FM 1709. In late 2011, 
work will get started on what is considered 
the most important piece of the project: 
direct-connect ramps from northbound 
Hwy. 121 to westbound Hwy. 114 and 
from eastbound Hwy. 114 to southbound 
Hwy. 121. 

“They won’t be delivered until the end, 
but they are going to have a huge impact on 
people’s lives,” Stockstill said. “What takes 
20 to 25 minutes now will take seconds 
when those bridges are done.”

Apart from the new direct-connect 
ramps, entrances and exits along the route 
will remain much the same. 

Tolls
Perhaps the greatest misconception city 

and project officials say they have been 
battling among area motorists is that the 
DFW Connector will open as one massive 
tollway system. 

The toll-managed lanes, two in each 
direction running along four miles of Hwy. 
114 through Grapevine, will be completely 
divided from the free lanes and guarantee 
speeds of 50 mph. It is rare for a highway 
project fully funded by taxes to include toll 
lanes, but those lanes are required as part of 
the design-build agreement, Hartzel said. 
State and city officials say they will be cru-
cial to the effectiveness of the project. 

“As traffic grows those expressways will 
become very important lanes,” Hodge said, 
“but people will always have free options.”

When the toll lanes open in 2014, they 
are expected to cost about 16 cents per mile 
(64 cents one way), Hartzel said. After that, 
the North Texas Tollway Authority will 
alter tolls as needed to maintain the mini-
mum travel speeds of 50 mph. The cost 
will increase over time as the roadway gets 
busier. Adjustments will also be made for 
inflation and during peak traffic hours.

“The ultimate goal here is to have those 
managed lanes because we won’t be able 
to keep building out wider and wider and 
wider,” Hartzel said. “Those lanes will help 
keep people moving.”

Toll proceeds will go toward the DFW 
Connector’s estimated $877,000 in annual 
maintenance and operation costs, Hartzel 
said. Supplemental funding will come from 
TxDOT’s annual budget until the tolls sup-
port that cost in full.

Business concerns
Even as city, county, TxDOT and North-

Gate officials look toward to the future, 
they say they are focused on how these 
years of construction will affect area resi-
dents and businesses. Grapevine’s city web-
page (www.grapevinetexas.gov) includes a 
map showing routes around the construc-
tion, and the official project website (www.
dfwconnector.com) provides overviews 
and up-to-date alerts. A meeting held the 
third Wednesday of each month at Stacy 
Furniture (1900 S. Main St.) also offers an 
update targeted at business owners. 

Education is crucial not only to current 
business owners, but future ones, Southlake 
Mayor John Terrell said. He and others 
tracking the project’s effects on businesses 
say they are not concerned.

“For a very brief period of time there 
may be folks who don’t want to locate right 
in the middle of that construction,” Ter-
rell said. “But right now most companies 
are envisioning the significantly improved 
access to this area, and they’re making deci-
sions to invest in this area because of that 
improved access. I think ultimately it will 
help us tremendously.”
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Work on the DFW Connector began in early 2010. 

Connector
Continued from | 1

The
Margarita Capital

of Texas®

SINCE 1985

124 E. Worth Street  •  Historic Downtown Grapevine
Call for Directions 817.481.4668

 Hall 
Johnson

Road

Glade 
Road H

er
ita

ge
 A

ve
.

B
az

e 
R

oa
d121

Comment at more.impactnews.com/12023

See detailed project
map on Page 12
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DFW CONNECTOR

CONSTRUCTION TIMELINE NB= northbound • EB = eastbound • SB = southbound • WB = westbound. Anticipated completion dates notated in parentheses. Construction schedule is subject to change. 

In 2010 work began on: In 2011 work begins on: In 2012 work begins on: 
• SB Hwy. 121 to WB Hwy. 114 frontage road north 

of the airport (2011)

• SB International Parkway pavement along Hwy. 
121 (early 2011)

• EB Hwy. 114 pavement near International Parkway 
(2010)

• EB Hwy. 114 to NB Hwy. 121 bridge (early 2012)

• Frontage road ramps around the airport parking 
control plaza (early 2011)

• WB Hwy. 114 to NB Hwy. 121 pavement east of 
International Parkway (2011)

• NB and SB lanes of Hwy. 121 south of Mustang 
Dr. (2011)

• Main Street bridge (late 2011)

• SB Hwy. 121 to WB Hwy. 114 bridge (early 2012)

• SB International Parkway pavement near N. 
Airfield Dr. (early 2012)

• WB Hwy. 114 to DFW Airport bridge (late 2011)

• DFW Airport to EB Hwy. 114 pavement (late 2011)

• Connections from EB Hwy. 114 and DFW Airport to 
I-635 and NB Hwy. 121 (mid-late 2012)

• EB and WB Hwy. 114 pavement east of Texan Trail 
(late 2012-2013)

• WB Hwy. 114 frontage road to SB Hwy. 121 bridge 
west of Main St. (mid 2012)

• WB Hwy. 114 to SB Hwy. 121 bridge west of Main 
St. (mid 2012)

• WB Hwy. 114 main lane and frontage roads near 
College St. (late 2011)

• EB Hwy. 114 frontage road near Industrial Blvd.
(mid 2012)

• NB Hwy. 121 to WB Hwy. 114 bridge (early 2014)

• WB Hwy. 114 to SB Hwy. 121 bridge (early 2014)

• William D. Tate bridge (late 2012-2013)

• Texan Trail bridge and intersection (late 2012)

• Rebuild NB Hwy. 26 main lanes (mid 2013)

• FM 1709 bridge and intersection (early 2013)

• Widen NB and SB lanes of Hwy. 121 north of the 
airport (2012)

• SB Hwy. 121 to EB Hwy. 114 bridge (mid-late 
2012)

• EB and WB Hwy. 114 main lane pavement north of 
the airport (mid-late 2013)

• NB Hwy. 121 to EB Hwy. 114 bridge west of Main 
St. (mid 2013)

• WB Hwy. 114 main lane and toll-managed lane 
pavement near William D. Tate (mid 2012)

• EB Hwy. 114 main lane pavement between Hwy. 
26 and FM 1709 (mid-late 2013)

William D. Tate bridge 
widens to eight lanes 
complete with Texas 
U-turns

Two bridges crossing Hwy. 114 at Wall 
Street and Gateway Drive replaced by 
a single bridge connecting FM 1709 to 
Hwy. 114 Business, complete with a 
Texas U-turn lane on the east side

New ramp connects 
northbound Hwy. 
121 to eastbound 
Hwy. 114

Motorists traveling northbound 
on Hwy. 26 will take the front-
age road to William D. Tate to 
access southbound Hwy. 121

Main Street bridge 
widens to eight 
lanes complete 
with Texas U-turns

New ramps connect eastbound 
Hwy. 114 to southbound Hwy. 
121 and northbound Hwy. 121 
to westbound Hwy. 114

New ramps connect 
westbound Hwy. 114 
frontage and regular 
lanes to southbound 
Hwy. 121
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N. Airfeld Dr.

Texan Trail 
bridge widens 
to eight lanes

New ramps connect 
southbound Hwy. 121 
to westbound Hwy. 114 
and eastbound Hwy. 114 
to northbound Hwy. 121

New ramps connect east-
bound Hwy. 114 and the 
DFW Airport to I-635 and 
northbound Hwy. 121

New ramp connects 
southbound Hwy. 121 
to eastbound Hwy. 114

New ramp connects 
westbound Hwy. 114 to 
International Parkway

DFW CONNECTOR

Website: www.dfwconnector.com

E-alerts: Sign up on website

Toll free hotline: 877-411-4212

Storefront: 7651 Esters Blvd, 
Suite 150, Irving TX 75063 

Open house: 4 –8 p.m. • April 5 
Grapevine Convention Center

Stay
Connected

CONSTRUCTION TIMELINE NB= northbound • EB = eastbound • SB = southbound • WB = westbound. Anticipated completion dates notated in parentheses. Construction schedule is subject to change. 

In 2013 work begins on:
• Hwy. 114 toll-managed lanes north of the airport 

(mid 2013) 

• WB Hwy. 114 pavement between Main St. and 
William D. Tate (mid 2013)

• EB Hwy. 114 pavement between Hwy. 26 and 
Main St. (mid-late 2013)

Hwy. 114 between Texan 
Trail and International 
Parkway widens to 24 
lanes: two frontage, eight 
free and two toll-man-
aged in each direction The Dallas/Fort Worth International Airport is working with 

both Dallas Area Rapid Transit (DART) and the Fort Worth 
Transportation Authority (FWTA) on rail routes that will connect 
Fort Worth- and Dallas-area residents to the airport, and the 
two lines to each other. NorthGate Constructors and TxDOT 
have been working with all three companies to make sure that 
plans for the DFW Connector will work in conjunction with the 
new rail developments.
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I n the past 34 years, Sam Messina has 
made a name for himself on Grapevine’s 
Main Street. He can boast owning one 

of the oldest shops on the street, and he 
can point to his name at the top of a shoe-
shaped sign circa 1947 hanging out front. 
But he always keeps in mind that he is not 
the first Sam Messina to own a shoe repair 
shop; his name, like his trade, was passed 
down.

The first Sam Messina, whose father had 
been a shoemaker in Sicily, opened his 
first shoe repair store in 1904 in down-
town Dallas. He soon opened a second 
and taught the craft to his son, Joe, who 
took over the business after World War II. 
Finally Joe’s son, Grapevine’s Sam Mes-
sina, took charge. 

“The rent doubled after I’d taken over 
from my father in ’75. I was young and I 
said, ‘I’m not going to go for this,’” Messina 
said. “I came out here, bought this building 
and I’ve been here ever since.”

Grapevine was “a ghost town” at the 
time, he said, but he had family in the area 
and he knew that the region would con-
tinue to grow. He opened in 1977.

“We did really well right off the bat,” he 

BUSINESS

By Rachel Slade

Messina’s Shoe and Boot Repair owner Sam Messina learned the craft from his father.
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Messina’s Shoe and Boot 
Repair Inc. 
320 S. Main St., Grapevine
817-481-2721
www.messinashoerepair.com

said, “and then every year it just grows and 
grows.”

The staff and customers have changed 
over the decades, but the shop stands as 
a monument to old-fashioned shoe care. 
Used, spruced-up boots sit for sale in 
colorful rows, tools collected over the years 
lay scattered atop the shelves, and racks 
hold everything from tins of shoe polish to 
small brushes and bottles of oil.

Customers have also seen the same cat 
for decades — the shop pet, Bubba, is 20 
years old. 

Consistency is easy, Messina said, 
because boots are boots. 

“Everything’s made in China now and 
we have to adapt to new construction 
sometimes, but the styles have hardly 
changed in my lifetime,” he said. “I can do 
heels and soles in my sleep.”

Purses, belts, luggage, boots and shoes 
are all common finds in the shop, but Mes-
sina says he and his staff try not to turn 
anything down. 

“There’s really crazy stuff that people 
bring in,” he said. “We’ve had highchairs, 
medicine balls, cushions on couches, jack-
ets, tents, the nets of pool cleaners.”

The shop was even hired to take traces 
of popular Dallas Cowboys players’ hands, 
cut them out of leather and mount them 
on footballs as part of a display that travels 
with the team, said his daughter, 27-year-
old Samantha Messina. 

Shoe repair is still a family tradition. 
Messina’s three children as well as two 
nephews and a daughter-in-law work in 
the shop, and the next generation is getting 
started. 

“When I was a kid, they would give me 
little scraps of leather to play with and glue 
together,” Samantha Messina said. “Now 
my nephew does the same thing.” 

At 57, Messina said he still enjoys “the 
fixing of things” and has no plans to retire 
anytime soon. In fact, the Main Street 
location will be renovated in the coming 
months.

“We’re busier than we ever have been, 
and we have more employees than we ever 
have,” he said. “We’re not going anywhere.”

Messina’s Shoe & Boot Repair
Grapevine’s Main Street shop has an old sole
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Floating
One hour: $75
(three- and five-session pack-
ages available)

Massage
30 minutes: $40
One hour: $75
90 minutes: $105
(five-session packages 
available)

Before the appointment: 
• Check with a physician if you have a medical condition
• Keep your meals light 
• Avoid shaving for four hours prior to floating to avoid hav-

ing the salt sting your skin

At the appointment:
• Shower thoroughly to remove hair and skin products
• Apply protective gel (provided by the spa) to any unhealed 

cuts or burns
• Adjust the temperature and light levels to your liking 
• Float
• Shower thoroughly to remove salt

Floating 411

At Peace Floatation & Massage
Colleyville spa strikes out stress

D uring his professional 
baseball career, first base-
man Pete O’Brien posted a 

.261 batting average, racking up 
169 home runs and 736 RBI. Now 
retired and living in Colleyville, 
he keeps busy helping others 
relax. 

O’Brien, a California native, 
began his rise to fame in 1982 
when he joined the Texas Rang-
ers. After a dozen seasons with 
three teams — and adding five 
children to his family — he 
decided to retire and find a way 
to escape.

“I was looking for stress relief 
from parenting and being done 
with baseball, and I was pretty 
intrigued by the whole relation-
ship between stress and a lot of 
the diseases that come our way,” 
O’Brien said. “As I was research-
ing, floatation therapy kept pop-
ping up.”

Floatation, developed by 
neuroscientist and sensory 
deprivation researcher John Lilly 

in the mid-20th century, uses a 
tank of dense Epsom saltwater to 
simulate weightlessness. Floating 
has been studied for use in speed-
ing injury recovery, accelerating 
learning, sparking creativity, 
improving sleep and enhancing 
focus. 

After years of research, 
O’Brien, his wife, Donna, and a 
couple of friends decided in 2008 
to fly to Philadelphia to test out 
a float spa for themselves. One 
test was all it took; the O’Briens 
opened At Peace Floatation & 
Massage that spring.

“I knew massage was going to 
be a big part of it because every-
one knows massage,” O’Brien 
said, “but floating is starting to 
really pick up around here.”

At Peace uses 800 pounds of 
Epsom salts in each of the two 
float spas, creating 10 inches of 
saltwater four times more dense 
than the Dead Sea. 

“When you get into that room, 
the dark, the lack of sound, 

floating in that water — it’s like 
an embryonic state,” said chiro-
practor Jeff Connors, who tried 
floating for the first time when At 
Peace opened next to his busi-
ness. “It resets your nervous sys-
tem and calms it all down. I refer 
a lot of clients there, actually. I’ve 
got people who will float and then 
come in for their adjustment.”

It’s also common for clients to 
schedule massages after floats. 

In nearly three years in busi-
ness, the O’Briens have not dis-
covered a typical floater. Whether 
they are young or old, heads of 
house or heads of corporations, 
armchair coaches or professional 
athletes, clients continue to call. 
The O’Briens gave themselves 
three years to succeed, and with 
the May 2011 deadline looming, 
they are feeling good. 

“People come in and say, ‘you’re 
not a business, you’re a com-
munity service,’” O’Brien said. 
“That’s what makes it a great 
business to be in.”

At Peace Floatation & Massage
1304 Glade Road, Ste. 300, Colleyville
817-485-3223
www.atpeacefloatationspa.com

BUSINESS

By Rachel Slade
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Pete and Donna O’Brien opened At Peace Floatation & Massage in 2008.

www.snowandwater.com

Fort Worth - Past the mall on S. Hulen
817.263.0490

Historic Downtown Grapevine
817.251.9977

It’s time to clear 
out the COLD and 
bring in the HEAT.

Bring in this ad and get 

30%off 
any jacket or � eece 
from The North Face

Valid at the Grapevine or Fort Worth stores only.

It’s time to clear 
out the COLD and 
bring in the HEAT.
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DINING

Feedstore BBQ and More
Lafavers family offers Southlake 10 years of flavor 

T ucked amid the stately homes 
on White Chapel Boulevard in 
Southlake, Feedstore BBQ and 

More stands out like spicy barbecue sauce 
dribbled down the front of a pressed white 
shirt. 

Owner Bill Lafavers admits the only 
commercial property in a sea of residences 
has caused a little controversy over the 
years, but he smiles at the contrast of his 
single-story brick building and shaded 
front porch against the grand, gated homes 
just yards away.

“We were grandfathered in, and we’ve 
kind of become a part of the community,” 
Lafavers said. “Bet you’d run into a buzz 
saw if you tried to close this place down.” 

The building, which sits behind Lafavers’ 
homestead, opened in the ’40s as a small 
country grocery, a metal storefront with a 
pair of gas pumps out front. In the late ’70s 
it changed hands and became a feed and 
tack shop, and in 1997 Lafavers and his 
wife, Phyllis, bought it. A few years later, 
the couple — whom customers now refer 
to as “Papa Bill and “Mema” — realized 
times were changing. 

“The city was developing fast; cattle were 
moving out and people were moving in,” 
Lafavers said. “The feed and tack business 
wasn’t any good anymore, so we just had 
to change who we were feeding. We went 
from feeding cattle to feeding people.”

Lafavers had spent decades working for 
Jack Daniel’s Tennessee Whiskey and had 
judged barbecue competitions — including 
the company’s world championship — his 
whole adult life. Inspired by the recipes 

he had collected over the years, he opened 
Feedstore BBQ and More in April 2001. 

“We have a basic philosophy of doing 
business: Every day we make it, we’ll make 
it the best we can,” Lafavers said. “We use 
fresh vegetables and the best meats we 
can get, just like if we were cooking for 
ourselves.”

Today up to 1,200 pounds of meat — 
brisket, pork, chicken, turkey and sausage 
— are hickory smoked each night. Feed-
store Famous pork ribs ($12.99/pound), 
which have been frozen and shipped to 
fans as far away as Milan, Italy, are cooked 
twice daily. Some of the region’s largest 
corporations have bolstered Feedstore’s 
catering business, and customers who 
cannot get enough of the shop’s smoked 
meat, classic homemade sides and hot daily 
cobbler have 
prompted 
expansions 
to the store-
front, staff and 
menu. The 
original metal 
building, 
though, still 
hides inside 
the restau-
rant’s wooden 
walls. 

“My joke is that my dad spent my inheri-
tance on this place, and I need to earn it 
back,” general manager Mike Lafavers said, 
“but it’s been great. We’re really deep in 
this community, and the community has 
been good to us.”

By Rachel Slade

Feedstore Famous pork ribs have been frozen and 
shipped to hungry fans around the world.

Bill Lafavers invites customers to meet the family’s 
cows out behind Feedstore BBQ and More. 

“Papa” Bill Lafavers and his son, Mike, enjoy running the restaurant as much as eating at it.

Family favorites
Ribs plate ($10.99) 
• Get Feedstore’s ribs along with hot rolls 

and two sides; I would suggest Mema’s 
green beans and potato salad.

— Bill Lafavers, owner 

Three-meat combo ($12.99)
• I would suggest adding sliced beef and 

sausage to your ribs plate for the three-
meat combo. Try it with cole slaw and 
mashed potatoes on the side.

—Mike Lafavers, general manager

Bestselling BBQ
Feedstore uses 12-bone, 2.25-pound St. 
Louis-style rib racks from Curly’s Food Inc. 
Once the racks arrive — up to 600 each 
week — they are doused in dry rub and 
smoked at 280 degrees for up to fve hours.

Feedstore cooks check the ribs for 
doneness by holding them up with a pair of 
tongs.

“We don’t cook by time, we cook by meat 
temperature or texture,” Lafavers said. 
“With the ribs, when they’ll break three-
quarters of the way down from their own 
weight, and the meat is ready to fall off the 
bones, that’s when we take them off.” 

Feedstore BBQ and More
530 S. White Chapel Blvd., Southlake
817-488-1445
www.feedstorebbq.com
Mon.–Thurs. 11 a.m.–8:30 p.m., Fri.–Sat. 
11 a.m.–9 p.m., Sun. 11 a.m.–8 p.m.
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Southlake Blvd.

Continental Blvd.

“We have a basic 
philosophy of doing 

business: Every day we 
make it, we’ll make it 

the best we can.”
—“Papa” Bill Lafavers

Owner of Feedstore 
BBQ and More

*Feedstore offers dine-in, catering and takeout, including choice frozen meats to go.
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ENTERTAINMENT

Legoland Discovery Center
Nation’s second Lego-lovers’ mecca opens in Grapevine 

L egoland Discovery Center Dallas/Fort 
Worth opens to the general public at 
Grapevine Mills mall on March 30. 

“I’m massively excited about the open-
ing,” General Manager Iain Scouller said. 
“This is going to be the best one yet.”

The $12 million, 35,000-square-foot 
indoor tourist target, which city officials 
expect will attract as many as 400,000 visi-
tors annually, is the second park of its kind 
in the U.S. and the fifth in the world. 

Based on the popular line of children’s 
building blocks, the center will offer visi-
tors a look at how Legos are produced and 
a variety of hands-on activities, including 
an interactive laser ride and themed build-
ing stations. Its primary attraction — and 
Scouller’s favorite — will feature minia-
turized DFW landmarks built from more 
than 1.5 million blocks. 

“My Lego-building skills are at best 
average, so I love Miniland,” Scouller said. 
“The skill involved in building that to scale 
— I’m always very impressed with it.”

Construction efforts for Legoland kicked 
off last summer after global entertain-
ment giant Merlin Entertainments Group 
completed negotiations with the city and 
Simon Property Group Inc. Scouller said 
the area’s family-friendly atmosphere fit 
perfectly with Merlin’s attractions. Mall 
and city officials have described the deal as 
a coup for Grapevine.

“We are ecstatic that they’ve chosen 
Grapevine Mills,” said Kerri Bear, director 
of  marketing and business development 
for the mall. “The addition of Legoland is 
definitely going to enhance our popularity 

and image...especially because these attrac-
tions are so rare.”

Grapevine’s city council in 2009 
approved $1 million in development 
incentives earmarked for Legoland. Half 
of that will be paid through the mall this 
year in conjunction with the opening of 
the project’s first phase; the additional 
$500,000 will be delivered if plans for a 
Lego miniature golf course adjacent to the 
center come to fruition. 

“Legoland Discovery Center Dallas/Fort 
Worth will definitely be adding another 
feature and the plan currently is to launch 
the additional area sometime around Eas-
ter in 2012,” spokeswoman Molli Samuels 
said by email. “The Lego mini golf course...
is still being discussed as one of the many 
possibilities for the attraction’s additional 
development.”

In the works
Once Legoland opens, Merlin officials 

will direct their attention toward the 
second of their attractions opening at 
Grapevine Mills this year. Across from 
Legoland at the mall’s west entrance, con-
struction on a two-story, $15 million Sea 
Life aquarium is underway.

Though Merlin is not guaranteed addi-
tional incentives for the 45,000-square-foot 
project, $1 million in incentives approved 
for Grapevine Mills mall in 2010 are being 
directed toward the aquarium itself and to 
upgrades around the mall’s west entrance 
in preparation for the two Merlin attrac-
tions’ openings this year. Sea Life is sched-
uled to open at the end of June. 

By Rachel Slade

The discovery center will offer visitors a chance to 
see how Legos are created.

Earthquake tables give children a chance to test 
the stability of their creations.

Master builder Cal Walsh won his job in a competition in January.

Hours of operation
Mon.–Sat. 10 a.m.–7 p.m.

Sun. 11 a.m.–7 p.m.

*Admission ends at 5 p.m. 

Ticket prices
Adults: $19

Children (3 and over): $15

*Ticket discounts are available online. The 
center also offers various birthday party 
packages.

Master builder
Cal Walsh, a 24-year-old Grapevine native, 
beat out hundreds of competitors for 
the title of Legoland Discovery Center 
master builder in January. His fnal build, 
a standing “CAL” complete with small 
symbols of his hobbies, was almost as 
impressive to the judging panel as his 
personality. 

“We could almost teach anyone to build,” 
said judge Dan Morey, master builder at 
Legoland Chicago. “Cal played with the 
kids and was interacting with the crowd...
and that’s what we look for because that’s 
going to be the job.” 

Walsh, who remembers his frst Lego set 
being a police headquarters he received 
around the age of 7, said he was excited 
about the opportunity.

Legoland Discovery Center Dallas/Fort Worth
Grapevine Mills mall 
3000 Grapevine Mills Parkway, Grapevine 
972-539-9386
www.legolanddiscoverycenter.com
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GET YOUR OUTDOORS
READY FOR THE SUMMER!

Auto • Boat • Home • RV
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REAL ESTATE

Highland Meadows
Colleyville – 76034

6100 Hillbrook Drive
$411,900 
4 Bedroom / 3 Bath
3,259 sq. ft. 

Agent: Jessica Hutchings, Keller Williams
817-329-8850

 

Data compiled by 
The Sutton Group

Jon Sutton
817-400-7900

jon@jonsutton.com

No. of homes 
for sale

No. of homes 
under contract

Avg. days on 
the market

8 0 151

No. of homes sold 
in the last year

Square footage
Low/High

Selling price
Low/High

17 2333/4535 $275,000/$520,000

On the market  (As of March 15, 2011)

Featured homeOverview

Home sales  (March 2010 –March 2011)

Market Data Grapevine, Colleyville, Southlake

Price Range

Number of homes for sale Average days on the market

Grapevine Colleyville Southlake Grapevine Colleyville Southlake

Less than $100,000 2 1 0 153 139 n/a

$100,000–$149,900 10 0 0 125 n/a n/a

$150,000–$199,900 24 3 0 171 46 n/a

$200,000–$299,900 53 22 5 144 250 80

$300,000–$399,900 34 42 11 155 194 211

$400,000–$499,900 10 32 33 103 162 147

$500,000–$749,900 8 55 70 97 199 166

$750,000–$999,900 5 19 28 241 229 179

$1 million + 2 27 55 260 238 235

Month

Number of homes sold Average price

Grapevine Colleyville Southlake Grapevine Colleyville Southlake

Feb. 2011 27 12 14 $258,766 $452,599 $566,736

Jan. 2011 19 14 17 $228,589 $435,071 $510,982

Dec. 2010 32 17 30 $260,333 $504,053 $679,808

Nov. 2010 37 18 15 $245,091 $416,308 $488,987

Oct. 2010 27 20 22 $261,824 $370,795 $692,374

Sept. 2010 34 29 30 $223,343 $501,762 $626,780

Aug. 2010 35 34 36 $278,788 $527,537 $582,617

July 2010 43 39 59 $244,047 $473,758 $641,259

June 2010 37 35 52 $257,614 $484,299 $684,860

On the market  (As of March 1st) Monthly home sales

Build-out year: 2004

Number of homes (estimated): 367

Average Square footage: 3,337

Home values: $112.00–$117.02 
(prices per square foot)

HOA dues (estimated): $225/annually

Amenities: none

Nearby attractions: Golf driving range, 
Lifetime Fitness and Colleyville Cinema Grille.

John McCain Road

Hall Johnson Road
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Hilton Southlake Town Square
The Hilton Southlake Town Square centers itself within the 
vibrant atmosphere of Town Square. The hotel has 248 rooms and 
showcases 40 magni� cent suites. Our ballroom, decorated in rich 
earth-tones, can hold up to 400 people for that special event. The 
Veranda that welcomes into the ballroom is a perfect setting to for 
a pre or post function gathering. In addition our Junior ballroom 
accomodates 200 people and we have a number of smaller rooms 
designed for that 10 to 40 person function.  Please contact our 
sales people to help make your next event a special one.

Phone 817-442-9900
www.SouthlakeHilton.com

Congratulations Community Impact Newspaper 
on your � rst edition! 

Copeland’s of New Orleans
From the Creole favorites that embody the heart 
and soul of Southern Louisiana, to our � avorful 
takes on seafood, pasta, salads, steaks and desserts. 
Copeland’s o� ers something for everyone. 
Copeland’s Ice bar o� ers 5–degree vodkas, gins 
and tequilas for your favorite martini. We are open 
daily for Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner. Please join us 
Sunday for our Brunch served 11 ’til 3.

Phone reservations or catering 817-305-2199
www.SouthlakeCopelands.com

Welcome to the ultimate experience


