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See Parking | 25

By Joe Lanane
Downtown Austin parking problems 

may be in the eye of the beholder, especially 
depending on where that beholder parks.

The vast majority—about 85 percent—of 
downtown’s nearly 20,000 parking spaces are 
located in garages and surface lots, accord-
ing to statistics from Austin Parking Division 
Manager Steve Grassfield. By comparison 
there are 2,952 metered downtown street park-
ing spaces, he said, 140 less spaces compared 
with December 2012. The 4.5 percent decrease 
in street parking mostly results from ongoing 
construction, an increase in valet spaces and 
MetroRapid lane closures, he said. 

Metered parking, which costs $1 per hour, is 
typically at or above capacity, Grassfield said, 
but parking garages, which range from $5 to 
$25 per use, are almost half-empty at night.

“For now garages aren’t anywhere near full,” 
he said. “Most people coming downtown don’t 
really know where the parking garages are.”

The city will use $3.5 million in street 
meter revenue to help fund kiosks that direct 
downtown-goers to public parking garages, 

By Jennifer Curington
The Rainey Street corridor may be under-

going a major facelift, but the current con-
struction is moving the area closer to align-
ing with the increased density outlined in its 
master plan. 

The neighborhood was established in the 
1880s, but the 2005 Rainey Street Master Plan 
calls for high-density commercial and resi-
dential development. That vision is becoming 
more of a reality as construction crews and 
orange cones line the corridor.

“There’s all this talk about Rainey Street’s 
changing, it’s not the same, this and that,” 
said Ben Siegel, owner of Banger’s Sausage 
House & Beer Garden. “What’s amazing is it 
was the same thing for almost 100 years. It 
was this old neighborhood in Austin, and five 
or six years ago it began to change. It’s never 
stopped evolving since that point.” 

The neighborhood started as a place where 
predominantly middle-class families lived, See Rainey | 27

Once ‘sleepy’ corridor adjusts to 
more high-density development

Report claims just 15 percent of 
area’s nonprofits have paid staff

New project attempts to guide downtown motorists to garages

Rainey Street history in the making

Parking problem? Depends who you ask

Multiple construction projects, such as The Millen-
nium apartments, are underway on Rainey Street.

Je
nn

ife
r 

C
ur

in
g

to
n

By Joe Lanane
Most of Austin’s nonprofits are small, 

short on cash and operate without paid staff, 
according to a new report detailing the state 
of the city’s nonprofit sector.

There are more than 5,800 nonprofit orga-
nizations in Austin, a 36 percent increase 
since 2004, according to the Greenlights 
study. That is higher than the state—28 
percent—or national—20 percent—aver-
age increases during that time. However, 
nearly three-quarters of area nonprofits have 
annual incomes less than $100,000, and less 
than 40 percent of sector leaders report hav-
ing strong organizational financial health.

“We owe it to those in our community 
who are struggling to do better,” said Matt 

See Nonprofits | 29

Growth not without 
struggle for Austin’s 
philanthropic groups

Grassfield said. The kiosk signs will tell how 
many spaces are available in the Austin City 
Hall, Austin Convention Center and, eventu-
ally, the Seaholm District parking garages, he 
said, and in which direction they are located. 
Kiosks will first be installed in late 2015 at 
those parking garages and along downtown 
Cesar Chavez Street as part of a partnership 
with Downtown Austin Alliance.

DAA Transportation Director Thomas But-
ler said the city has found other creative solu-
tions to increase parking capacity, such as con-
verting parallel spaces to angle parking, thus 
doubling capacity along certain streets. The 
city also reduced regulations to enable more 
valet parking, creating more capacity in the 
process, he said.

“Valet [parking] a lot of times gets blamed 
for taking up parking spaces, but a valet ser-
vice taking up three parking spaces is going 
to park 50 to 60 cars [per night] out of those 
three spots,” Butler said. “That’s way more than 
what would be able to park there.”

Metered parking spaces turn over three 

said Austin History Center Manager Mike 
Miller. Between 1900 and the 1930s, low-
income working-class families began mov-
ing into the homes, and middle-class families 
relocated to other areas of the city. During 
this same time period the homes being built 
started shifting to the bungalow-style homes 
seen today along Rainey Street, Miller said. 

During the 1950s the neighborhood’s 
homeowners and tenants were predomi-
nantly Hispanic. The street retained that 
culture until the early 2000s when residents 

P
Seaholm Dist

City Hall

Conv Center

Parking kiosks
Starting in late 2015 the city will begin 
installing kiosks along downtown Cesar 
Chavez Street. The signs will direct 
motorists to three public parking garages—
at Austin City Hall, the Austin Convention 
Center and eventually the Seaholm 
District—and show how many parking 
spaces are available at each garage, where 
there will also be kiosks installed. The $3.5 
million project is funded using money from 
street meter parking spaces, Austin Parking 
Division Manager Steve Grassfield said. 

“For now garages aren’t 
anywhere near full. Most 
people coming downtown 
don’t really know where 
the parking garages are.”

— Austin Parking Division Manager Steve Grassfield

Source: City of Austin

D
es

ig
n 

b
y 

E
th

an
 H

ill



Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com2

Chances are we already  
know you and your kiddo.

No one knows you better. You trusted us to care for you 

during labor, delivery and your baby’s NICU stay. You can now trust 

us to care for your child. Have comfort in knowing that if you should 

need a hospital, we have a dedicated pediatric ER and access to 

experts in pediatric care available to you. She is the center of your 

world, and we promise she will be the center of ours. 

stdavids.com/kids

St. David’s Children’s Hospital is located at
St. David’s North Austin Medical Center (South Entrance)
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Free. Focused on College. For All.
www.ideapublicschools.org/apply

512-646-2828

NOW ENROLLING!
GRADES K-9

IDEA Public Schools is a nationally-
recognized network of college prep schools. 
100% of IDEA Public Schools seniors have 
been accepted to college eight years in a 
row, and their college graduation rates are 

FIVE TIMES the national average.

CRESTVIEW
7303 Woodrow Ave
4 BD 3.5 BA +/-2,400 SQ FT
Listed by the Deen Team
512.963.1522

ZILKER
2012 Ford
3 BD 2 BA +/-2,250 SQ FT
Listed by Michelle Jones
512.470.3173

BRENTWOOD
6204 Laird Dr
3 BD 2 BA +/-2,663 SQ FT
Listed by Ami Davis
512.297.8251

HIGHLAND
4513 Bull Creek
3 BD 3 BA +/-2,581 SQ FT
Listed by Betsy Smith
512.348.5888

BEVERLY HILLS
5101 Beverly Skyline
3 BD 2.5 BA +/-2,164 SQ FT
Listed by the Birdsong Team
512.585.1571

DELCREST
2203 Iva Ln
3 BD 2 BA +/-1,913 SQ FT
Listed by Crystal Kilpatrick
512.680.5835

DEEP EDDY
2504 Quarry Rd
4 BD 3 BA +/-3,037 SQ FT
Listed by Jenny Swartz & Kim Fodor
512.387.0550

VISTA RIDGE
6812 Valburn Dr
4 BD 4.5 BA +/-4,000 SQ FT
Listed by Kathy & Winona
512.461.6816

®
®

Realty Austin City Wide Open House
Sunday, March 29th 2015

VIEW OUR OPEN HOUSE MAP AT 
EZ.COM/OPENHOUSE

workatrealtyaustin.com

REALTOR®

DEANNA
GARZA

Welcome to Our 
Central Austin Office!

BRENTWOOD
1503 Houston St
2 BD 1 BA +/-924 SQ FT
Listed by Deanna Garza
512.587.2326
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FROM THE GENERAL MANAGER
When I was learning 

to drive, I remember 
my mom stressing the 
importance of parallel 
parking. 

At the time we lived 
in a small Arkansas 
town in which there 
were only about three 
parallel parking spots in 
front of the courthouse. 
I did not quite see the 
need to master the skill.

Today I am grateful I did because when you see open 
street parking in downtown Austin, there is no time to 
hesitate—and not enough patience from fellow motor-
ists to allow you to pinball your way into the space.

You know the feeling: You pull into a space directly 
in front of a restaurant with three smooth moves of 
your steering wheel. Unfortunately this only seems 
to occur once a year, if you’re lucky, and the next 364 

days are spent complaining about Austin’s parking 
problem. Anyone nodding their head right now will 
appreciate one of this month’s front-page stories.

Editor Joe Lanane surveyed the downtown parking 
situation and learned what some may have already 
suspected—the amount of available street parking is 
decreasing. In Joe’s story, he confirmed those suspi-
cions with statistics provided by the city of Austin 
parking division. He explains how the city intends 
to direct motorists to the downtown parking garage 
spaces that are available but may be hidden from view.

Before you search for your next downtown parking 
spot, we invite you to sit back, relax and let us steer 
you in the right direction with our March issue—no 
parallel parking skills required!

COMMUNITY FEEDBACK
TAKE THE POLLREADER COMMENTS

LAST MONTH’S POLL RESULTS

How has parking availability  
changed your downtown Austin 
driving habits?

  Take the poll online at impactnews.com/cta-poll.

Should overnight concrete pouring 
be allowed at downtown Austin 
construction projects?

  60.99%                                                   No, stop concrete  

 
pouring at or before  

 10 p.m.

  30.22%              Yes, allow concrete pouring until 7 a.m. 

              8.79%  Yes, but cut off concrete pouring at 2 a.m.

Results from an unscientific Web survey collected 2/26/15–3/20/15

Overnight concrete pouring debate highlights  
downtown Austin growing pains (Volume 7, Issue 4)

“I have been working to stop this extreme noise for several 
years after experiencing the same problems here in Travis 
Heights. ... We don’t have protections either! Concrete [pouring] 
is allowed 6 a.m. to 10:30 p.m., and the decibels I measured 
were often 120! This is not just concrete noise, though. There 
are so many other painful construction noises that should be 
regulated. Also, there should be some limits for weekends 
and holidays. I’ve suffered through construction noise even on 
Thanksgiving and Christmas.”

—Melanie M.

“It’s way more than concrete [pouring]! Lights, beeping, cranes, 
digging, hammering, etc., [it’s at] all hours. No other major city 
allows this. It is really insane. And major construction projects in 
downtown are slated for years to come. It is time to put some 
legislation in place to give our residents peace at night!” 

—PJ Chan

Austin ISD board mulls Mueller campus option  
(Posted March 2, 2015)

“Mueller residents have already written off AISD’s involvement 
in the future school. AISD has enough trouble with existing 
schools without adding another, so Mueller residents don’t 
anticipate their involvement after the bond failed.”

—Claire

Downtown developers and residents are debating when 
is best to pour concrete at construction projects. We 
highlighted this debate in our February print edition and 
asked online readers to decide what compromise might 
be best.

2015 Forester 2.5i 
CVT

$269mo. 
$999 Due at Signing

2015.5 S60 T5 
Drive-E Premier FWD

$299mo. 
for 36 mos.

Roger Beasley Volvo of georgetown volvogeorgetown.com

With approved credit. Dealer contribution may a� ect � nal negotiated price. 42 mo lease, $999 total due at inception, no sec. dep. required, 42 monthly pymts of $269, � nal pymt / residual = $14,256. 
Based on 10k mi. / yr with $.15 per mi. excess charge. MSRP $25,011. Stk# Z11479.

$2,979 cash due at signing. No security deposit required. Monthly payment of $299, based on $38,600 MSRP of 2015.5 S60 T5 Drive-E FWD Premier with Heated Seats and Metallic Paint, includes destination charge and application 
of $1,250 Volvo Allowance and $250 Lease Bonus.  Lessee is responsible for excess wear and mileage over 10,000 miles/year at $0.25 / mile.  Take new retail delivery from dealer stock by March 31, 2015.  Car shown with optional 

equipment. Advertised lease payment and � nancing excludes taxes, title, and regis. fees and is available for quali� ed customers based on FICO score through Volvo Car Financial Services.

Subaru of georgetown subarugeorgetown.com

Roger Beasley Volvo of Georgetown 7501 South IH 35 • Georgetown • (888) 523-1363
Roger Beasley Volvo of Austin 6375 East Highway 290 • Austin • (888) 543-7193

Subaru of Georgetown • 7501 S IH 35 • Georgetown • (888) 694-7819

2015.5 S60 T5 
Drive-E Premier FWD

mo. 

volvogeorgetown.com

With approved credit. Dealer contribution may a� ect � nal negotiated price. 42 mo lease, $999 total due at inception, no sec. dep. required, 42 monthly pymts of $269, � nal pymt / residual = $14,256. $2,979 cash due at signing. No security deposit required. Monthly payment of $299, based on $38,600 MSRP of 2015.5 S60 T5 Drive-E FWD Premier with Heated Seats and Metallic Paint, includes destination charge and application 

Roger Beasley Volvo of Georgetown 7501 South IH 35 • Georgetown • (888) 523-1363
Roger Beasley Volvo of Austin 6375 East Highway 290 • Austin • (888) 543-7193

0.9% APR Financing Avail WAC for 48 months!



Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com6

Negotiations are in the works for future 
Wholly Cow locations in the downtown 
area, on the north side of Austin and a 
San Antonio location, Woodard said. The 
original Wholly Cow location at 3010 S. 
Lamar Blvd. will remain open, he said. 
www.whollycowburgers.com

Central Austin

Now Open

8  Sukha Yoga opened March 1 offering 
creative classes, a retail lounge and 
teacher-training programs. The studio’s 
2,517-square-foot building consists of 
two yoga studios, a locker area and a 
retail lounge at 2324 S. Lamar Blvd. 
Co-owner and Director Erinn Lewis has 
taught yoga for 15 years. 512-442-5683. 
www.sukhayogaaustin.com

9  Two companies have merged to 
form women-owned architect firm Jobe 
Corral Architects. Located at 505 W. 
38th St., Ste. 2A, the firm provides a 
wide range of services for residential and 
commercial projects. Clients are assisted 
with projects through design, material 
and product selections; contractor 
bidding; and construction. 512-499-1591. 
www.jobecorral.com

10  A new nail spa opened Feb. 25 at 3205 
Red River St. Celfie Nails Spa provides 
manicures, pedicures, shellac nails, acrylic 
nails, eyelash extensions and hair waxing. 
512-472-2862. www.celfienailsspa.com

11  World of Beer South Lamar opened 
March 16 at The 704 multiuse complex, 
3109 S. Lamar Blvd. The menu includes 
craft beer, wine, craft cocktails and tavern 
fare. There are 50 rotating beers on tap and 
more than 500 bottled beers from which to 
choose. Live entertainment is offered and 
visitors can sit indoors our outside on the 
patio. 512-584-8770. www.worldofbeer.com

Coming Soon

12  Lustre Pearl is returning to Rainey 
Street after closing its original location 
in March 2014. A former residence at 94 
Rainey St. is undergoing construction 
to be transformed into Lustre Pearl and 
will open in late summer, owner Bridget 
Dunlap said. www.lustrepearlaustin.com

13  A Denver-based company specializing 
in longboards will open its first Austin 
location April 23. BOARDLife offers 
longboards and other skateboards, along 
with paddleboards, cruisers and apparel, 
to patrons of varying experience levels. 
Personalized longboards can be built in the 
BOARDlife shop, which is located at 1100 
S. Lamar Blvd., Ste. 2130, within an hour. 
http://store.boardlifeusa.com

14  The new Austin location of Twisted 
Root Burger Co. will open in mid-April 

Downtown

Now Open

1  The team behind Peche restaurant 
opened a sister restaurant March 2 called 
Isla, 208 W. Fourth St., Ste. C. Named 
after the Spanish word for island, the 
casual-dining concept draws inspiration 
from cuisines served in the Caribbean, 
Jamaica and other tropical locations. 
Rum cocktails help carry the restaurant’s 
island theme to the drinks menu.  
512-322-9921. www.islaaustin.com

2  A restaurant with the mission of 
bringing chefs back to the forefront of fine 
dining opened March 4. Counter 3.FIVE.
VII, located at 315 Congress Ave., Ste. 100, 
allows guests to choose if they would like a 
three-, five- or seven-course meal—hence 
the name. The menu is a collaboration 
among all the restaurant’s chefs. The 
restaurant will have 24 seats around the 
chefs’ counter. 512-291-3327.  
www.counter3fivevii.com

3  Flavors of Austria can be found on the 
menu at Prelog’s, which opened March 
3. The restaurant at 360 Nueces St., Ste. 
10, offers a three- or four-course menu 
selection featuring crisp pig ears, foie gras, 
risotto and veal. Meals can be followed by 
dessert or cheese options. 512-350-2895. 
http://prelogs.com

Coming Soon

4  Downtown music venue Antone’s 
will reopen this summer five blocks from 
its original location. The Maxey Glass 
building, 305 E. Fifth St., will be the 
business’s new location with 5,800 square 
feet per floor in the two-story building.
The bottom floor will feature a club, 
retail space and a gift shop, and 
the second floor will feature event 
space, a green room and offices.                                                             
www.facebook.com/antonesnightclub

5  Portland-based doughnut shop 
Voodoo Doughnut will open at  
212 E. Sixth St. sometime this year, 
though no opening date has been set. The 
menu includes specialty donuts that come 
in various shapes, such as a voodoo doll, 
plus toppings, fillings and flavors.  
www.voodoodoughnut.com

Closings

6  A downtown restaurant serving New 
York–style coal-fired pizzas has closed. 
Coal Vines, 314 W. Second St., closed for 
unknown reasons in late February.  
www.coalvinesoftexas.com

7  Wholly Cow Burgers closed its 
location at 619 N. Congress Ave. on  
Feb. 28 to make room for construction 
of Aloft & Element hotel, according to a 
statement from owner Jeffrey Woodard. 
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after closing the location near Guadalupe 
Street. The restaurant, located at 7211 
Burnet Road, will be an upscale dive 
bar with nine holes of miniature golf so 
customers can play, drink and eat at one 
location. The menu will include burgers, 
fries, milkshakes and seasonal game 
meats. www.twistedrootburgerco.com

15  A restaurant with a dessert-focused 
menu will open in June at 1401 W. Sixth St. 
Nightcap will begin construction soon 
to prepare for the opening. Visitors 
can choose from a variety of desserts, 
some savory small plates, beer, wine and 
cocktails. 214-206-7743.  
http://nightcapaustin.com  

16  Caffe Medici is moving forward with 
rebranding its locations to Medici as part 
of its launch at 1100 S. Lamar Blvd., Ste. 
2125. The new location, which will open 
by May in the Lamar Union development, 
will be the first South Austin location 
for Medici and will feature an eclectic 
bungalow-style theme. Traditional coffee 
and espresso drinks as well as 12 rotating 
tap beers will be served along with pastries 
and cold food. http://caffemedici.com

17  Fat Cats Organic Coffee & Desserts 
will open at the end of May at 7020 Easy 
Wind Drive, Ste. 140. The shop will 
offer organic products, drip coffee and 
espresso drinks, homemade desserts and 
ice cream. Owner Payal Patel operated a 
similar business in Florida before moving 
to Austin. She said she was inspired to 
offer more vegan dessert options and fair 
trade products to consumers.  
www.fatcatscoffeeanddesserts.com

18  The team behind South Congress 
Hotel, 1603 S. Congress Ave., announced 
March 3 that the hotel project, which 
features 71 rooms and 12 suites, will open 
this summer. The project will also house 
multiple retail businesses and restaurants. 
Central Standard is an American bar 
and grill with an outdoor patio serving 
breakfast, lunch, dinner and brunch. 
Café No Sé will serve Calfornia-inspired 
breakfast, lunch, dinner, brunch and 

late-night options. Additionally, Paul Qui 
will open Japanese restaurant Otoko late 
this summer inside the South Congress 
Hotel. Only 12 seats will be available 
in the restaurant. The menu will blend 
Tokyo-style sushi and Kyoto-style kaiseki 
dishes with Austin flair. The hotel site is 
the former home of South Congress Food 
Trailer Park. www.southcongresshotel.com

19  In-N-Out Burger will open a second 
Austin location at 3701 S. Lamar Blvd., 
according to a company spokesman. The 
California-based burger chain will take 
over the former Wendy’s space, although 
there is not yet a confirmed opening date 
for the new In-N-Out Burger, the fourth 
Austin-area location and the first south 
of Lady Bird Lake. The other Austin 
In-N-Out burger location opened in 
December 2013  at 4508 N. I-35.  
www.in-n-out.com

Relocations

20  After a decade on South Congress 
Avenue, Ten Thousand Villages is moving 
to 4803 Burnet Road. The nonprofit offers 
handmade jewelry, art, sculpture, textiles, 
gifts and other works by artisans from 
other countries. The move will help the 
store double its existing space. The store 
opening has been moved from March 
to mid-April because of construction 
delays. The store’s South Congress 
location closed Feb. 28. 512-440-0440.                               
www.tenthousandvillages.com

21  Wild About Music, a 24-year source of 
music-themed art and other related gifts, 
announced it will move to a new downtown 
storefront after operating out of a temporary 
location at 209 E. Sixth St. The new location 
will open in June at 615 Congress Ave. after 
renovations are complete. 877-370-1700. 
www.wildaboutmusic.com

22  An alterations company for men, 
women and children that opened in 1967 
has relocated. Ace Tailors moved from 
its 12th Street location to 724 N. Lamar 
Blvd., Ste. A, and reopened Feb. 12. The 
new space is bigger and allows for more 

machines and an extra fitting room space 
that can be used as a bridal suite.  
512-478-9965. www.acetailors.com 

Anniversaries

23  A mother-daughter ownership venture 
in March celebrated one year operating 
fabric store The Cloth Pocket, 5448 Burnet 
Road, Ste. 106. The store offers modern 
and unusual textiles for crafts and quilting 
along with some apparel fabrics. Nicole 
LaBry, store co-owner with her mother, 
Cindy Hill, also sells her own line of 
Adorbz clothing for children.  
512-524-5684. www.theclothpocket.com

Expansions

24  The Urban Outfitters clothing store 
at 2406 Guadalupe St. plans to expand its 
storefront into five more adjacent spaces 
next to the still-open Mellow Mushroom. 
The extra space will allow the retail chain 
to provide a larger area for merchandise as 
well as two restaurants. The renovations 
are slated to be complete this fall. Urban 
Outfitters has one other area location in 
downtown Austin. 512-472-1621.  
www.urbanoutfitters.com

Closings

25  Phillip Lowrie, manager of Corazon 
at Castle Hill, announced March 3 that 
the restaurant will close after 29 years on 
April 30. The property at 1101 W. Fifth 
St. was sold to another party that plans 
to keep the location a restaurant but does 
not yet wish to reveal anticipated changes, 
Lowrie said. The new concept is likely to 
open late this summer, he said. 512-476-
0728. http://corazonatcastlehill.com

26  Man Bites Dog closed March 21 after 
opening in November 2009. Jeremiah 
Allen started the eatery as a food 
truck and opened its brick-and-mortar 
location at 5222 Burnet Road in June 
2011. The menu included specialty dogs, 
fries, tater tots and macaroni and cheese. 
Allen has no new projects in the works.  
512-614-1330. http://manbitesdogaustin.com

Compiled by Jennifer Curington

Portland–based Voodoo Doughnut opens its first 
Texas location in downtown Austin in 2015.

5

Construction continues at Twisted Root Burger 
Co. to prepare for its opening in April. 

14

News or questions about Impacts or Central Austin news? 
Email ctanews@impactnews.com.
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Music-themed art and gift gallery Wild About 
Music will move to a permanent home in June.
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In-N-Out Burger will open a second Austin  
location on South Lamar Boulevard.
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24/7 EMERGENCY CARE WITHOUT THE WAIT• Board Certi� ed ER 
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X-ray On-Site 
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East Austin

Now Open

1  An East Austin food truck opened its 
first brick-and-mortar location March 2 
in the recently completed Corazon mixed-
use building. Spartan Pizza, 1007 E. 
Sixth St., has 1,000 square feet of space to 
serve pizza, sandwiches, salads, beer and 
wine. There is limited seating for patrons 
so the eatery can focus on takeout and 
delivery orders. 512-484-0798.  
http://spartanpizzaaustin.com

2  Chefs Rene Ortiz and Laura Sawicki 
opened Launderette on Feb. 19. 
Launderette took over the former home of 
Kleen Wash at 2115 Holly St. Menu items 
include wine, cocktails, fried oysters, 
charred octopus, hanger steak and an 
array of vegetables and more. 512-382-
1599. www.launderetteaustin.com

3  The Austin Disaster Relief Network 
opened a thrift store March 2 at 1122 
E. 51st St. Hope Family Thrift Store 
provides a place for survivors of smaller 
disasters to shop for household items, 
furniture, clothing and other essentials. 
Hope Family Thrift Store also provides 
funding for the mission of ADRN. 
Donation drop-off and hours of operation 
are Monday through Saturday from 10 
a.m. to 6 p.m. 512-467-4940.  
www.hopefamilythrift.org

4  TrainLifeFit opened Feb. 16 offering 
personal training and small-group fitness 
classes. Sumair Bhasin, owner of the 
studio located at 4646 Mueller Blvd., Ste. 
1048, said he is focused on personalized 
fitness care and teaching attendees better 
movement, nutrition and lifestyle habits. 
512-412-5648. www.trainlifefit.com

5  A locally owned grocery store 
opened in the mixed-use building 
Corazon on Feb. 14. The Bee Grocery, 
1001 E. Sixth St., offers a full deli case, 
hand-selected produce, a walk-in beer 
cooler and wine. Visitors can also 
find freshly prepared Vietnamese and 

Compiled by Jennifer Curington

The original Lustre Pearl bungalow was relocated 
east and will open as Lustre Pearl East this summer.

Retail boutique Olive relocated to a bigger space to 
offer more of its creative clothing and accessories.

6 9

C
o

ur
te

sy
 R

ai
ne

y 
V

en
tu

re
s

C
o

ur
te

sy
 L

au
ra

 U
hl

ir

IMPACTS

French specialties, indoor and outdoor 
seating, and free Wi-Fi. 512-861-5002. 
www.thebeegrocery.com

Coming Soon

6  The original bungalow home in which 
Lustre Pearl got its start was relocated 
last year to 114 Linden St. near East Cesar 
Chavez Street from its site at 97 Rainey St. 
to make room for The Millennium luxury 
apartment project. The new location, 
called Lustre Pearl East, opens this 
summer. http://lustrepearlaustin.com

7  A sixth Austin location of Alamo 
Drafthouse Cinema was announced 
March 9. The new theater will be located 
in Mueller’s town center district, called 
Aldrich Street, and is slated to open in 
2016 at the corner of Airport Boulevard 
and Aldrich Street. The theater will have 
six screens, seating for 600 people and an 
adjacent bar and lounge area.  
http://drafthouse.com/austin/mueller

Relocations 

8  An Austin business coming up on 
its 100-year anniversary has rebranded 
and relocated. Miller Imaging & Digital 
Solutions, formerly Miller Blueprint, 
underwent the name change to better 
reflect the services the company offers, said 
Luci Miller, the company president and 
granddaughter of the company’s founder. 
The new office opened Feb. 23 at 1000 E. 
Seventh St. after closing its West Sixth Street 
office the week before. http://millerids.com

9  A clothing and accessories boutique 
moved a few blocks down to a bigger 
space. Olive, 1200 E. 11th St., Ste. 101, 
opened Feb. 10. Owner Laura Uhlir said 
she moved because the new location sees 
more traffic and provides the shop more 
visibility. She describes the store’s style as 
clothes for everyday wear with an artful 
approach. The clothes are made using 
creative fabrics, prints and cuts, she said. 
512-522-9462. www.oliveaustin.com

News or questions about Impacts or East Austin news? 
Email ctanews@impactnews.com.
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Springdale Farm
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Springdale Farm co-owners Glenn and Paula Foore have operated a business at the East Austin property 
since 1992, converting the land to a full-time farming operation in 2008.
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Springdale Farm
Five-acre operation thriving in urban setting

M arch marks the beginning of 
the spring growing season 
at Springdale Farm, an East 

Austin agriculture operation owned by 
Paula and Glenn Foore.

“We will get as much into the ground 
as fast as we can, and we won’t stop until 
July,” Paula said.

Despite its location—2 miles from 
downtown Austin—the area has been 
a farming destination since the 1920s, 
Glenn said. He credits topsoil deposits 
from the Colorado River for making the 
land so fertile.

“That is why all the urban farms are 
right here in East Austin,” Glenn said. 
“There’s nothing but the best soil profile 
in a day’s drive in any direction.”

Glenn, who has a degree in hor-
ticulture, and his wife acquired the 
5-acre property in 1992 as part of a city 
exchange program that encouraged job 
growth in East Austin. 

What started as a landscaping busi-
ness eventually evolved in 2008 to 
become Springdale Farm. During the 
next few years the Foores’ property 
started hosting an award-winning res-
taurant, Eden East, and a twice-weekly 
farm stand as well as special events such 
as weddings.

Their farm also works with many of 
Austin’s top chefs to supply their restau-
rants. That exposure helped Springdale 
Farm gain the attention of the Austin 
Food & Wine Alliance, which last year 
granted the Foores a $7,500 grant to 
help start a new nonprofit called the 
Springdale Center for Urban Agricul-
ture. The money will go toward planting 
more experimental heirloom varieties to 
learn what plants can tolerate Austin’s 
weather conditions, Paula said.

“That grant gives us the freedom to 
try new things that may or may not 
work, document it and share that infor-
mation so anybody can grow something 
we can,” she said. 

Paula is also working to develop an 
education curriculum she can share 
with partner groups  to promote urban 
farming methods. 

The couple also hopes to eventually 
add a learning center with a commercial 
kitchen to inspire chefs and home cooks 
alike to cook using fresh, locally grown 
produce.

“The local farmers figure they are only 
feeding about 3 percent of the population 
here,” Paula said. “We need more farmers 
and more people here to figure out why 
[urban farming] is so important.”

BUSINESS

755 Springdale Road
512-386-8899
www.springdalefarmaustin.com

City controversy
Paula and Glenn Foore aim to bring a 
renewed sense of optimism to their farm 
following a contentious series of City Council 
meetings last year. Despite some residential 
protests, council members approved an 
ordinance that allows Springdale Farm to 
host nearly two dozen events annually, 
events the couple said are necessary 
to overcome expensive property taxes. 
Conditional-use permits must still be granted 
in the next month or two, but the couple said 
they are optimistic about gaining approval.

“The city is either going to bless us, or we’ll 
just have to sell the farm and get out of 
here,” Glenn said. “We don’t want to—we 
fought this for a year and a half.”

Urban farm,  event venue
Springdale Farm is available for 
weddings, private parties and corporate 
events, having hosted many pig roasts, 
supper clubs and special outings in the 
past five years. Eden East, a farm-to-
table restaurant, rents a food truck on 
the site to host Friday and Saturday 
evening reservation-only dinners. The 
food truck also caters various events 
held on-site.

East Austin Urban  
Farm Tour
The sixth annual tour, which includes 
an afternoon tour of Boggy Creek Farm, 
HausBar Farms, Rain Lily Farm and 
Springdale Farm, takes place 1–5 p.m. 
April 12. There will also be restaurant 
tastings and local beer, wine and spirits 
available for attendees. 

For more information, visit  
www.eastaustinurbanfarmtour.com.

Farm stand
Springdale Farm sells its vegetables and 
other goods Wednesdays and Saturdays 
from 9 a.m.–1 p.m. Many Austin chefs 
visit the market rather than order ahead 
of time, according to the Foores. “One of 
the chefs said, ‘This is my social time for 
the week,’” Glenn said.

Restaurants that use produce from 
Springdale Farm include Arro, Congress, 
Dai Due, Easy Tiger, Gardner, Lenoir, 
Odd Duck, Olamaie, Swift’s Attic and 
Salt & Time.

By Joe Lanane

WholeEarthProvision.com

Whole Earth 
Provision Co.
2410 San Antonio Street • 512-478-1577
1014 North Lamar • 512-476-1414
Westgate Shopping Center • 512-899-0992

Refreshing looks for 
Springtime!

COME TO THE AUSTIN NATIONAL COLLEGE FAIR

5:30-8:00pm
AUSTIN CONVENTION CENTER

OVER 250 COLLEGES

APRIL 7, 2015
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Get a detailed picture of your heart 
in a heartbeat.

HeartSaver CT provides the possibility of early  

detection of heart disease, when it is most easily 

treated. This vital test provides you life-saving 

information from one of the top heart programs 

in Texas. To schedule your HeartSaver CT, call 

512-407-SAVE and care for your heart today.

3801 N. Lamar Blvd. • Austin, TX 78756 
StDavids.com/heartsaver

15-SDH-0171 Heart Saver Ad_Community Impact_V3.indd   1 2/9/15   10:21 AM

Austin
1011 West 40th Street, Suite 100
512.652.0404

Native TexanNative Texan
We know what it means to be Texan, to raise a family, 

and build a business.

Our personal financial products give people freedom and 
opportunity to explore — to plan for their future. Our business 

banking services are designed around your passion. They 
grow at your pace. Here, decisions are driven by local bankers 

and loans are reviewed on individual merit — by friendly, 
hard-working men and women. 

 Let us lend our expertise.

Financial
Products

Energy
Lending

Home
Mortgage

Treasury
ManagementeServices

Commercial
Lending

IBG Financial
Advisors

Securities and Advisory services offered through LPL Financial, a Registered Investment Advisor. Member 
FINRA/SIPC. Insurance products offered through LPL Financial or its licensed affiliates. Independent Bank 
and IBG Financial Advisors are not registered broker/dealers and are separate entities from LPL Financial.

Not FDIC Insured

Not a Deposit

No Bank Guarantee May Lose Value

Not Insured by any Federal Government Agency

for more information visit ibtx.com
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Executive Chef Carlos Buscaglia (left) and owner Alex Taylor brought Due Forni to Austin from Las Vegas.
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Due Forni
Vegas restaurant brings taste of Italy to Austin

A ustin’s culinary scene has signifi-
cantly matured since Alex Taylor 
received his master’s degree from 

The University of Texas McCombs Busi-
ness School a dozen years ago.

Taylor’s hospitality career took him to Las 
Vegas, where he flourished while working 
for various casino companies and famed 
chefs, such as Tom Colicchio, Michael 
White, Alain Ducasse and Charlie Palmer, 
among others. Taylor said he benefited 
from Las Vegas’ rapidly growing restaurant 
scene, with millions of dollars and endless 
resources often available to him.

“At the time there was nothing to that 
scale in Austin that would have kept me 
here in the food and beverage business,” 
he said. “Now Austin is more cutting-
edge, I think, with what they’re doing in 
food than Las Vegas, if you take out the 
[Las Vegas] strip.”

Taylor returned to Austin in December 
2013 to open the second location of Due 
Forni, his Las Vegas–based authentic 

Italian restaurant that specializes in pizza, 
pasta and wine. Due Forni, which is Italian 
for “two ovens,” includes two clay ovens set 
at 500 and 900 degrees, respectively.

He brought with him Executive Chef 
Carlos Buscaglia, who has 20 years of 
cooking experience in Las Vegas, first 
with MGM Resorts International and later 
alongside Taylor.

Buscaglia, who splits his time between 
the two locations, was born into a native 
Italian family and spent much of his early 
career in his uncle’s Las Vegas restaurant. 

“I would go to school, and then I would 
go work at the restaurant,” he said. “I really 
loved it and never stopped from there.”

Buscaglia said he has also seen Las 
Vegas grow from offering $3.99 steak 
buffets in the early 1990s to $20 million 
high-end restaurant concepts. His previ-
ous cooking job was at Fiamma Trattoria 
& Bar, a fine-dining Italian restaurant, 
before venturing to Due Forni and even-
tually landing in Austin. 

DINING

106 E. Sixth St.
512-391-9300
www.dueforni.com
Hours: Sun.–Wed. 11 a.m.–10 p.m., 
Thu.–Sat. 11 a.m.–11 p.m. 

By Joe Lanane

Guidance, not education
Servers guide new customers through 
the menu so they can find flavors they 
enjoy regardless of the ingredients. 
For example, the Due Forni Pizza is 
essentially an elevated sausage and 
pepper pizza, owner Alex Taylor said, 
and the Piccante is like a pepperoni 
pizza. All pizzas are served with 
neapolitan or roman crusts.

“Guests aren’t here to be educated. We 
want to make it feel like we’re giving 
them an experience,” he said. “Because 
the cardinal sin of restaurants is to 
make a customer uncomfortable.”

The carpaccio ($13.95) includes thin-sliced beef 
wrapped around market greens, pine nuts and is 
topped with parmigiano reggiano, cremini and black 
truffle vinaigrette.

Secret ingredient: cheese
Taylor and Buscaglia said they use high-
end ingredients at Due Forni, often paying 
extra for authentic Italian cheeses and 
meats that both agree taste better than 
their cheaper counterparts. For example, 
they claim to have Austin’s only authentic 
buffalo mozzarella, purchasing the cheese 
from a small farm in Campania, a region 
in southern Italy. Other restaurants could 
have cow milk mixed in what they claim to 
be buffalo mozzarella, Taylor said.

“I would say 95 percent of our 
customers—certainly our first-time 
customers—have no idea about the 
difference between buffalo’s milk and 
cow’s milk mozzarella, and a lot of them 
don’t know the difference after,” Taylor 
said. “All they know is this is the best 
margherita pizza they’ve ever had.”

Tartufo ($20.95) pizza features black truffle, parmesan 
crema, fontina, roasted cremini mushrooms and a 
baked over-easy egg.

The keep-it-simple chef
When Executive Chef Carlos Buscaglia 
first came to Austin in 2013, he said he 
visited many of the city’s most critically 
acclaimed restaurants to learn what 
food attracts residents.

“It’s a really creative city where chefs 
are really thinking out of the box—you 
don’t see a whole lot of traditional 
dishes anywhere,” Buscaglia said. “I’m 
completely the opposite. I want to keep 
it as simple as possible and make it all 
about the ingredients.”

The branzino ($25.95) sea bass tops arugulua, toasted 
pine nuts and salmoriglio. 

5th St.

Family Dentistry with emphasis on 
IMPLANTS, IV SEDATION, SPECIAL NEEDS

 AND COSMETICS.

Dennis P. Goehring, D.D.S., P.A. 

Performed a 2 year residency in advanced 
General Dentistry  & Hospital Dentistry

3421 W. William Cannon Dr. • Suite 141 • Austin

MoPac

B
ro

d
ie

 L
n.

W. William Cannon Dr.

Residency program not recognized as a specialty area by the ADA. All services provided by a General Dentist. Man-made roots and teeth using Dental Implants completed from start-to-finish. IV sedation by licensed and certified staff.

(512) 892-8822

 $99
NEW PATIENT SPECIAL

Full exam & full series 
of x-rays. Value $265.
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SETTING CENTRAL TEXAS IN MOTION
     he Central Texas Regional Mobility Authority is focused on
     setting Central Texas in motion with innovative solutions that 
think outside the box. Created by Travis and Williamson Counties 
with the mission of �nding solutions to tra�c congestion, we 
operate 183A Toll, and the Manor Expressway (290 Toll). We’re 
constructing Express Lanes on MoPac. Learn more about the 
project at mopacexpress.com.

�e Mobility Authority is committed to adding new capacity while 
keeping existing free alternatives through the construction of 
non-tolled frontage roads. Our transportation solutions o�er 
drivers a choice to bypass congestion, getting you where you need 
to go—e�ciently, and with fewer delays. 
With $2 Billion in projects in development, the introduction of 
mobile technology applications and the construction of non-tolled 
facilities, we’re re-envisioning connectivity and transforming 
mobility in Central Texas.

1   MoPac toll lanes
Recent work on the express-lane project 
includes starting excavation on the 
southbound underpass for an express 
lane into downtown, building sound walls 
between Enfield Road and Cesar Chavez 
Street and completing the drainage system 
for the downtown underpass and exit and 
entrance ramps. The express-lane project 
involves building one new tolled lane in 
each direction on MoPac between Parmer 
Lane and Cesar Chavez.

Timeline: October 2013–fall 2015
Cost: $204 million
Funding sources: federal and state funds

2   Third and Bowie streets
Construction started March 11 to allow Austin 
Energy to extend chilled water lines along the 
southeast side of Third Street. The project will 
prevent some motorists from crossing the Bowie 
Street intersection. Motorists traveling east 

TRANSPORTATION UPDATES
Major projects in the area

News or questions about these or 
other local transportation projects? 
Email us at ctanews@impactnews.com.Compiled by Joe Lanane

on Third Street from North Lamar Boulevard 
will need to make a U-turn when they reach 
Bowie, according to the city, yet there are no 
traffic restrictions traveling east on Third Street 
after Bowie Street. All traffic traveling west 
on Third must turn right upon approaching 
Bowie. A portion of Bowie has been converted 
to one-way northbound as part of the 
construction process; however, the entrance to 
the Spring Condominium parking garage will 
not be affected, according to Austin Energy. 
Contractors will typically work between  
7 a.m. and 6 p.m. Monday through Saturday. 
The project was approved in September by 
Austin City Council to allow chilled water lines 
to reach the new Central Library and Seaholm 
redevelopment projects.

Timeline: March 11–May 15
Cost: $1.63 million
Funding sources: Austin Energy

3   East Bouldin neighborhood storm 
drainage improvements
Storm drainage improvements are being made 
from West Oltorf Street to Cumberland Road 
between South First Street and South Congress 
Avenue to mitigate flooding, which is common 
in the area, according to the city’s Watershed 
Department. The project also addresses water-
quality at a facility at Gillis Park.

Timeline: January 2012–May 2015
Cost: $11.27 million
Funding sources: 2006 drainage and open 
space bond money

4   Lavaca and Colorado streets 
temporary lane reductions
Lavaca Street will be reduced to two lanes 
between Second and Third streets to complete 
improvements on the West Third and Lavaca 
intersection. Colorado Street will also be 
reduced to one lane between Second and 
Third streets to complete improvements on 
the southeast section of the West Third and 
Colorado intersection. The projects are part of 
the Third Street corridor improvements.

Timeline: March 23–mid- to late April

Cost: TBD
Funding sources: Public Works Department

5   South Lamar Boulevard repaving
Parts of South Lamar Boulevard between 
Manchaca Road and Panther Trail will be closed 
to repave roadway that is cracking or in poor 
condition. Two travel lanes will close, shifting 
traffic to the center turn lane. Northbound and 
southbound delays could occur, and left turns into 
driveways within the work zone may be restricted. 
Police officers will sometimes help direct traffic.

Timeline: March 22–mid-April
Cost: $860,000
Funding sources: Public Works Department
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SPONSORED BY www.MobilityAuthority.com
@CTXmobility

facebook.com/MobilityAuthority
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By Kelli Weldon 
The Austin ISD board of trust-

ees named Paul Cruz superinten-
dent at its Jan. 26 meeting. Cruz, 
the first Latino superintendent 
of AISD, said he is humbled by 
the opportunity to serve district 
families after working for the 
district for the past nine years. 

What have you learned 
about AISD in your time 
working for the district, 
and how do you think that 
knowledge will help you to 
serve families? 

There are so many individu-
als who come into the district, 
who step up to the plate to help 
us make sure that all students 
are graduating from high school. 
That’s really important. And I’ve 
worked in several school districts, 
but we take it up a notch on those 
types of supports, which I think is 
positive. As far as [being] interim 
superintendent, in that role I was 
able to work with the board and 
our community members and 
staff at a deeper level, particularly 
our board members, [for] a better 
understanding of where we were 
and where we wanted to be as a 
district and where we are today.  

What are some of your 
goals? 

It’s always about increasing the 
graduation rate [and] making 
sure more students are ready for 
college and career. So, bottom 
line, that’s always going to be the 
ultimate measure for us. One 
[goal] is around addressing the 
level of rigor that we have in every 
single classroom, [making] sure 
that we continue to increase the 

level of rigor, and so we have all 
kids graduating, or enrolling, 
in the Distinguished Level of 
Achievement plan, which is the 
highest graduation plan offered 
in the state. … As far as staff, [the 
goal is] around compensation 
and that we compensate our staff 
members, particularly our teach-
ers, for the good work that they 
are doing. We have the highest 
graduation rates we have ever had 
in the history of the district, and 
we have gotten there because of 
our teachers and our principals 
and support staff who really 
have supported our kids and our 
families. … There are community 
members and constituents who 
feel that they have been left out of 
the decision-making process and 
want to be much more engaged, 
and so that’s another goal ... 
reaching out and extending the 
hand to all of our constituency 
so that they are also part of the 
school improvement process. 
There has to be a strong level  
of trust. 

The district is in the process 
of planning its budget for 
fiscal year 2015-16 and 
beyond. What kind of 
changes will the district 
be making and what can 
taxpayers expect to see 
as part of the budget, 
especially around staff 
compensation? 

We are looking at different 
scenarios of what would a 3 
percent or what would a 5 percent 
[increase] cost? Where are we as 
far as employee pay for different 
job classifications? 

But what we do know is a 5 

percent increase is $25 million. 
And of the $25 million for the 5 
percent increase, for teachers it is 
a little around $15 million. ... But 
we are creating different scenarios 
for the board as to what is it going 
to take to move into the direction 
to balance the budget.

The district has 
experienced two 
consecutive years of 
enrollment declines, and it 
is projected that the student 
population will continue 
to decrease during the next 
10 years. What are some of 
the key factors contributing 
to that and what is AISD 
doing to respond to those 
declines? 

That’s attributed to lower birth 
rates and affordability, but I think 
we have to address that through 
better programming. …  Really, 
when we look at enrollment it’s 
really pre-K and [kindergarten], 
that’s where really we’re not 
seeing the numbers come in, but 
that also was the same for other 
districts in the entire area. … 

We still have schools that are 
overenrolled; we have schools that 
are underenrolled. And so there 
are going to be different solutions 
based on what’s best in that area 
and that community. What we 
have done this year for next year 
is we are actually moving some 
grade levels to different schools or 
[changing] some boundaries.  … 
Our board approved a policy for 
students who live outside AISD to 
enroll in Austin ISD and we get 
funding for those students, and 
that’s something that is different.

What is the status of 
planning for a new south 
high school?  

The purchase of the land, that’s 
really where the board is right 
now. What was authorized by the 
voters is for the district to  
purchase land. Anything beyond 
that would still then take addi-
tional conversation about then 
building a school. But we are not 
there yet. … Even though it’s 
south, it impacts Travis [High 
School]; it will impact potentially 
Eastside [Memorial and] McCal-
lum [high schools]. 

What is the likelihood that 
the district could call for 
a tax ratification election 
in the next few years, and 
what would that mean for 
taxpayers and the district? 

That’s being discussed as we 

build out our budget; we are look-
ing at our budget in a multiyear 
plan. … $175 million this year 
is going to go to the state [from 
AISD] under recapture.  … The 
way it impacts us as far as a TRE, 
[if we raise] a penny of tax effort 
for us on the maintenance and 
operations side … only 50 percent 
or less is actually going to stay 
here. We don’t feel very property-
wealthy because 62 percent of the 
kids are in poverty; 27 percent 
are English language learners. We 
are a large, urban school system, 
it does take money to transport 
students around to different 
programs and we get no money 
because we are Chapter 41—we 
don’t get any money for  
transportation. 
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Paul Cruz
Austin ISD superintendent talks district goals, funding

Austin ISD Superintendent Paul Cruz sits in his Sixth Street office Feb. 4.

For more information visit impactnews.com

Nature’s Treasures
of Texas

Open 7 days

IH
 3

5

Airport Blvd.

45th St.

381/2 St. Wilshire 
Blvd.

Retail Store • Rough Rock Depot  
Community Event Center
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CRYSTALS • MINERALS • FOSSILS • JEWELRY • UNIQUE GIFTS

Crystals • Minerals • Fossils • Jewelry 
Celtic, Pagan, Native American Items •  Books
CDs • Salt Lamps • Beads • Spheres • Hearts

Incense • Oils • Souvenirs • Obelisks • Pyramids • 
Candles • Cards  Bookends • Lapidary Supplies 

& Services Interior & Exterior Rockscape • Tibetan 
and Crystal Bowls • Plus Much, Much More

NTROCKS.COM

CONCERT Friday, April 24th at 7:30 p.m. • WORKSHOP April 25th & 26th
Check ntrocks.com for Registration, Daily Practitioners & Events

Tibetan Singing Bowls

Welcoming back Suren Shrestha 
Sound Healer, Humanitarian and Author

Live Animal Trapping • Prevention
Dead Animal Removal

Squirrels • Rats • Raccoons • Bats • Birds

512.363.8070 • www.CritterRidderTexas.com

Animal Control

10% 
OFF

Not to Exceed $150.00

We also specialize in Attic Cleanup, 
Disinfectant, Odor Removal, 

Repair & Replacement of Insulation

Central Texas’ Leading Removal & Exclusion Service

Squirrels • Rats • Raccoons • Bats • Birds

512.363.8070 • www.CritterRidderTexas.com
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Financial or accounting expenses 
putting you in the red? 

We should talk
512-481-9506

Small Business Accounting • Tax Services
Payroll • QuickBooks Consulting

J. Dwayne Anderson has more than 25 years 
of experience in accounting and tax services for 
a variety of industries across Texas.

My � rm o� ers � nancial accounting and tax services to 
successful small businesses and individuals in Austin.

J. Dwayne Anderson CPA
Carefree Financial Management
jdanderson@jdacpa1.com

Scarbrough Building
101 West Sixth St, Suite 508
Austin, TX 78701

Of� ce • 512-481-9506
Fax • 512-692-2783
www.jdacpa1.com
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Austin ISD mulls Mueller school site
Trustees consider area growth, demographics in board dialogue

By Kelli Weldon
During its March 2 dialogue meeting, 

the Austin ISD board of trustees revisited 
its discussion about potential development 
of an AISD campus—possibly a magnet—
on a 10-acre site that is part of the Mueller 
development, which is seeking a school.

Trustees discussed an RFI, or request 
for information, related to the Mueller 
development’s site. Mueller’s residents cur-
rently have access to AISD schools—such 
as Blanton Elementary School and Reagan 
High School—and private and charter 
schools. The Mueller master plan includes 
a site for a future school, according to the 
community’s website. Board documents 
state that public input indicates interest in 
various grade spans and school models.

Projections
Demographic projections show a down-

ward trend in terms of student population 
growth in the Blanton attendance area 
despite growth in the Mueller area, accord-
ing to Beth Wilson, assistant director of 
planning in AISD’s Office of Facilities.

“The growth that you’re seeing at Muel-
ler is offset by the decline in the rest of the 
attendance area,” she said.

Trustee Edmund Gordon, who was 
elected in November to his first term, said 
something is amiss if growth in the Muel-
ler area is not resulting in more students.

“If you build 6,000 houses and you still 
have a flat student population, there is 
something horribly wrong going on there. 
… Especially if you have schools there that 
are not doing well,” he said.

Board President Gina Hinojosa said 
perhaps families with children are moving 
into older housing instead of those units.

Trustee Julie Cowan said in her part of 
the district, families may be moving into 
neighborhoods but not necessarily having 
children in the ZIP codes AISD’s demogra-
pher tracks, so that data does not show up 
in projections for the district. Cowan noted 
AISD is partnering with the Austin Board 
of Realtors to examine that.

Two schools in the area are overenrolled 
and others are underenrolled, trustee 
Jayme Mathias said.

“This is too important an opportunity to 
pass up for a number of reasons,” trustee 
Kendall Pace said, noting the district needs 
to increase its enrollment and that charter 
schools in the area will be aggressive about 
trying to secure that real estate.

For more information visit impactnews.com
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Background
AISD had three undesignated elemen-

tary schools in the portion of its 2013 bond 
that did not pass, Chief Operations Officer 
Lawrence Fryer said.

Based on previous discussions with the 
developer, AISD would not be required to 
purchase the Mueller land, staff said.

Trustee Robert Schneider, who was 
re-elected in November to serve a fourth 
term on the board, said in the past board 
members could not agree on moving 
forward with a competitive process for the 
Mueller site.

Schneider said he was open to discuss-
ing a potential school but emphasized the 
board must consider the district’s priority 
needs and budget issues.

Trustees discussed potential Mueller 
programming options including a health 
sciences magnet school and a performing 
arts school to tie in with the Perform-
ing Arts Center that AISD opened in the 
Mueller development in January.

Mueller  
Phase 1

Mueller  
Phase 2

LEE  
ELEMENTARY

CAMPBELL 
ELEMENTARY

SIMS 
ELEMENTARY

RIDGETOP 
ELEMENTARY

HARRIS 
ELEMENTARY

BLANTON 
ELEMENTARY

PECAN 
SPRINGS 

ELEMENTARY

PROPOSED 
SCHOOL 

SITEMAPLEWOOD 
ELEMENTARY

MUELLER SEEKS SCHOOL

Source: Austin ISD board documents

Plans for the Mueller development 
include a site for a future school.

Session I: June 22–26
Calm, Cool & Creative

Session II: July 20–24
Strong, Bold & Assertive

Session III: August 3–7
Relate, Communicate & Celebrate!

4001 Speedway 
Austin, TX. 78751• 9 a.m.–4 p.m.

To register for GENaustin Summer Camp visit

www.genaustin.org

Girls Empowerment Network

For girls 
entering 
4th through 
7th grade
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Mayor tweaks proposal for hiring additional staffers

Proposed PGA-quality golf course facility continues to face uncertaintyParkland uses to be 
examined by group

AUSTIN Mayor Steve Adler in February 
and March proposed different ways to 
add more staffers to his office.

His latest proposal would add five 
staffers to the mayor’s office. Those 
employees would help find solutions for 
issues affecting all of Austin, such as 
transportation and affordability. 

Critics worry Adler’s proposal to 
increase his staff to 10 people would 
create an uneven balance of power in his 
favor compared to other council mem-
bers. Adler said that is not his intention.

The proposal was sent to the Audit and 
Finance council committee for further 
consideration. Ed Van Eenoo, Austin’s deputy 
chief financial officer, told the committee the addi-
tional staff could cost up to $353,600 a year.

The majority of the committee’s discussion 
centered around who the staff would answer to 

and where they could be housed other than the 
mayor’s office. 

Final recommendations were not made dur-
ing the committee’s meeting but are expected 
March 25.

AUSTIN City Council received a proposal 
to build PGA-quality golf courses at Wal-
ter E. Long Metropolitan Park in spring 
2013, and the project has been making 
its way through the review process ever 
since with multiple speed bumps along the 
way. Decker Lake Golf LLC, the develop-
ers behind the proposal, sought council’s 
approval during a Nov. 20 meeting, but 
the decision was—and continues to be—
delayed because of concerns about water 
use and the economic benefit of golf. 

The developer has attempted to allevi-
ate council concerns by explaining the 

project will use brackish aquifer water to 
water the grass, and specific vegetation 
will be used that requires less watering. 

Some council members continue to 
argue the land is designated park space 
and should be used as such. Austin Parks 
and Recreation Director Sarah Hensley 
said her department does not have the 
funding needed to make the parkland 
accessible to the public, suggesting 
instead the city stick to a historic master 
plan that called for a golf course. 

During the March 5 council meeting, 
Councilwoman Ora Houston—whose 

District 1 includes Walter E. Long Park— 
voiced her support for the project because 
of the potential economic development it 
could bring to the area. She said residents 
in the East Austin community have waited 
too long for such an economic opportunity. 

The council voted to send the proposal 
to two council committees for further 
review. The Economic Opportunity com-
mittee and Open Space, Environment 
and Sustainability committee must report 
back to the full council by the end of 
April for recommendations after discus-
sion and debate. 

AUSTIN City Council created a task 
force to examine parkland March 5.

The Parkland Events Task Force will 
examine how existing events, such as 
festivals, might impact city parkland. 
The group will also make recommen-
dations about how park space can best 
be utilized as a neighborhood asset, 
according to the resolution.  

Any task force recommendations are 
due to a council committee no later 
than June 5.

Austin City Council members take their new positions on the enlarged 
dais in January after swearing in. 
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CITY & COUNTY
News from Austin and Travis County Compiled by Jennifer Curington

Austin City Council
Austin City Hall, 301 W. Second St.
512-974-2000 
www.austintexas.gov/department/city-
council

Upcoming Council Meetings
11 a.m. March 26
10 a.m. April 2
10 a.m. April 9
10 a.m. April 16
(times subject to change)

Travis County 
Commissioners Court
Meets Tuesdays at 9 a.m.
700 Lavaca St., Austin
www.co.travis.tx.us/commissioners-court

Tweetings
For instant coverage of these 
meetings, follow us on Twitter: 
@impactnews_cta

TweetingsMeetings

Many of Austin City Council’s committees will meet for the first time in April 
after establishing the committee structure in February. The committees will 
discuss and debate issues before they go to the full council. These meetings 
will also be where public input is emphasized. Some committee chairs may 
decide to hold public hearings on different days and times from the regularly 
scheduled meetings as listed below.
• Audit and Finance: meets fourth Wednesday of the month, 9 a.m.–noon
• Austin Energy Utility Oversight: meets fourth Thursday of the month,  

9 a.m.–noon
• Economic Opportunity: meets second Monday of the month,  

9 a.m.–noon
• Health and Human Services: meets first Monday of the month,  

4–7 p.m.
• Housing and Community Development: meets fourth Wednesday of 

the month, 4–7 p.m. 
• Mobility: meets first Wednesday of the month, 3–6 p.m.
• Open Space, Environment and Sustainability: meets fourth Wednes-

day of the month, 2–5 p.m. 
• Planning and Neighborhoods: meets third Monday of the month,  

4–7 p.m.
• Public Safety: meets fourth Monday of the month, 4–7 p.m.
• Public Utilities: meets third Wednesday of the month, 3–6 p.m.

Source: city of Austin

Council committee meeting schedule

General Dentistry | Family & Cosmetic Dentistry 
Dental Implants | Periodontal Services

4407 Manchaca Rd. (half a block South of Ben White) • Austin, TX 78745 • 512-442-2295 • www.southaustinsmile.com

F. DEE REA, D.D.S., M.S.D.
Periodontist

KAREN E. FRAZER, D.D.S.
General Dentist

F. DEE REA, D.D.S., M.S.D. KAREN E. FRAZER, D.D.S.

Karen E. Fr� er D.D.S. and F. Dee Rea D.D.S. M.S.D.

New Patient Special!
$99 Complete Exam AND 

Full X-Ray Set (value $233)
Expires 4/30/15. Must bring in ad to redeem. 

No cash value. Valid for new patients only. 
Cannot be used with insurance. Call for details.
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AT THE CAPITOL
News from the 84th Texas Legislature

Patrick, Straus name committees 
in Senate, House for 84th session
AUSTIN For Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick, his first 
time assigning senators to each of the 14 
Senate committees was a bit like the NFL 
draft and involved charting assignments 
on a whiteboard. 

The 84th Legislature will have the large 
undertaking of considering which of 
several thousand bills to approve. To assist 
with that process each chamber utilizes 
committees tasked with considering legis-
lation on specific issues.

“That’s where everything happens,” 
Patrick said.

The 31 senators typically sit on four 
to five committees, which mostly have 
between seven and 11 members. Patrick 
has sole discretion for making committee 
assignments in the Senate and released his 
assignments Jan. 23. He used his knowledge 
of being a senator to 
provide insight into 
determining assign-
ments and also asked 
each senator his or 
her preferences.

“You try to put 
people on commit-
tees where they have 
interest and passion,” Patrick said.

The Senate has 14 committees with one 
subcommittee on border security, which 
is a decrease from 18 committees during 
the 83rd Legislature. Once he assigns bills 
to committees, Patrick said he lets chair-
men and chairwomen lead. This session 
he appointed the first woman, Sen. Jane 
Nelson, R-Flower Mound, to chair the 
finance committee. Patrick also reduced 
the number of Democrats serving as chair-
men and chairwomen from six to two.

Patrick said he considered a senator’s  
experience and subject knowledge in mak-
ing appointments for committee chair.

“The chairman has all the power,” he 

said. “They decide which bills to hear. 
They decide which bills are voted out. They 
decide who the invited expert witnesses 
are. A chairman has to be decisive.”

In the House of Representatives, seniority 
plays a significant role in determining some 
of the committee placements. Members 
who have served the longest get first pick, 
and House Speaker Rep. Joe Straus, R-San 
Antonio, appoints the remainder of the 
assignments. This is Straus’ fourth time to 
make committee assignments as speaker.

The House has 38 committees and two 
select or special committees Straus created 
for this session. Each of the 150 House 
members sit on at least one committee with 
most serving on two or three committees. 
Committees typically have between seven 
to 11 members. House committees are 

each assigned differ-
ent subject matters to 
determine which bills 
it considers. In mak-
ing the committee 
assignments, Straus 
said he considers the 
demographic and 
geographic makeup of 

the House to ensure balance.
“It’s impossible to make it exactly bal-

anced and to make it exactly perfect, but 
we do our best to please the members and 
put them in positions where we think they 
can be effective,” Straus said.

This session brought the challenge of 
appointing new chairmen and chair-
women to committees because many 
members either did not run for re-election 
or ran for other offices, Straus said. This 
allowed him to effect change in leadership.

“It’s good not to be too stagnant and 
a good signal to the public that we have 
versatile members, and they can handle a 
wide variety of challenges,” Straus said.

“You try to put people 
on committees 
where they have 
interest and passion.”

—Dan Patrick, lieutenant governor

Dan Patrick served in the Texas Senate for 
eight years before being elected lieutenant 
governor. He is the first senator to become 
lieutenant governor in Texas since the 1960s.

Patrick was first elected to the Senate in 
2006 to serve District 7, which covers most 
of Northwest Houston and areas of Tomball, 
Jersey Village and Katy.

Patrick released his committee assignments 

four days after the start of the 84th Legisla-
ture, allowing senators to begin considering 
legislation. During the first weeks of the 
session, committees have already approved 
bills on open-carry laws and the allocation of 
a portion of the motor vehicle sales tax toward 
transportation.

Patrick and his wife, Jan, have two children, 
Ryan and Shane, and live in Cypress.

LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR

DAN PATRICK • PARTY: REPUBLICAN • ELECTED: NOV. 4, 2014 • 512-463-0001 • WWW.LTGOV.STATE.TX.US

Joe Straus has served as speaker of the 
House since January 2009. He was first 
elected to the House in February 2005 to repre-
sent District 121, which includes Bexar County 
and areas of Northeast San Antonio.

During his time in the House, Straus has 
helped the House pass balanced budgets, 
reduce the number of state tests in public 
schools, improve career readiness and make 

the budget more transparent for taxpayers. He 
also helped build support for a long-term water 
plan that would not raise taxes. Straus launched 
a fiscal review process in 2014 to analyze state 
agencies. Results were incorporated into the 
House’s proposed budget in January.

Straus is a San Antonio native, where he lives 
with his wife, Julie, and two daughters, Sara 
and Robyn.

JOE STRAUS • PARTY: REPUBLICAN • ELECTED: FEB. 5, 2005 • 512-463-1000 • WWW.HOUSE.STATE.TX.US/MEMBERS/SPEAKER

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE

By Amy Denney

D-AUSTIN
Business & Commerce, Finance, Higher 
Education, Nominations, Select Committee on 
Government Facilities

SEN. KIRK WATSON • DISTRICT 14

D-LAREDO
Agriculture, Water & Rural Affairs, Health & 
Human Services, Natural Resources & Economic 
Development, State Affairs

SEN. JUDITH ZAFFIRINI • DISTRICT 21

D-AUSTIN
Appropriations, Culture, Recreation & Tourism, 
Emerging Issues in Texas Law Enforcement

REP. DAWNNA DUKES • DISTRICT 46

D-AUSTIN
Appropriations, Higher Education, House 
Administration, 

REP. DONNA HOWARD • DISTRICT 48

D-AUSTIN
Human Services, Public Health

REP. ELLIOTT NAISHTAT • DISTRICT 49

D-AUSTIN
Calendars, Economic & Small Business 
Development, Environmental Regulation

REP. EDDIE RODRIGUEZ • DISTRICT 51

WANT MORE TEXAS LEGISLATURE COVERAGE? 
Follow us on Twitter @impactnews_cta and search for #CITxLege or visit 
communityimpact.com

84TH LEGISLATURE COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS
for Central Austin lawmakers

Sources: Texas House of Representatives, Texas Legislative Council, Texas Senate

SUNDAY • APRIL 12 2015

COLORADO RIVER RAMBLE SUP, CANOE & KAYAK 
RACE START AT 9AM.

FAMILY WATER FESTIVAL IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING FROM 
11AM-4PM AT FIESTA 

GARDENS, 2100 JESSE E SEGOVIA STREET

FREE OUTDOOR EVENT
CELEBRATING THE TEXAS COLORADO 

RIVER AND THE WATER RESOURCES THAT 
KEEP AUSTIN FLOWING

LIVE MUSIC, FOOD TRAILERS, 
FACE PAINTING

FREE SUP, CANOE, AND KAYAK 
LESSONS

www.coloradoriver.org
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food vendors. The rain date is April 12.  
1–5 p.m. Free. French Legation Museum, 
802 San Marcos St. www.edibleaustin.com/
childrenspicnic

April

03 through May 3  
‘I’m Not Rappaport’

Don Toner directs this adaptation of the 
Tony Award–winning play about two 
senior citizens who meet in Central Park 
to escape life’s sometimes unpleasant 
realities. 5 p.m. (Sun.), 8 p.m. (Thu.–
Sat.). $28 (Thu.–Fri.), $30 (Sat.–Sun.), 
$35 (April 3 only). Austin Playhouse at 
Highland Mall, 6001 Airport Blvd. 512-
476-0084. www.austinplayhouse.com

04 Funky Chicken Coop Tour
The seventh annual event allows the 

public to visit 10 chicken coops throughout 
the city. Free events, such as classes on 
chicken basics and composting, are held at 
the tour headquarters. 8:30 a.m.–4 p.m. Free 
(children age 12 and younger), $8 (in advance), 
$10 (day of event). Sunshine Community 
Gardens, 4814 Sunshine Drive. 10 a.m.–4 p.m. 
www.austincooptour.org

04 ‘Sex, Drugs and Leave Me 
Alone’ opening reception

Wally Workman Gallery debuts its fourth 
solo show for Austin painter Ian Shults, 
who uses his works to explore the 
isolation experienced during physical and 
emotional debauchery. The gallery runs 

March

24 through 29  
‘Jersey Boys’

The Tony- and Grammy Award–winning 
musical about Frankie Valli and The Four 
Seasons visits Austin for a limited run.  
8 p.m. (Tue.–Fri.); 2 p.m., 8 p.m. (Sat.); 1 
p.m., 7 p.m. (Sun.). $30–$109. Bass Concert 
Hall, 2350 Robert Dedman Drive.  
512-477-6060. www.jerseyboystour.com, 
www.texasperformingarts.org

27 through April 3  
‘Enter A Woman,  

Pretty Enough’
Student Diana Lynn Small writes, directs 
and performs in her new play about a 
12-year-old girl visiting gold rush–era 
Northern California. The University of 
Texas Theatre and Dance Department 
hosts the new work from Small, a fine arts 
graduate student. 7:30 p.m. (March 27–28, 
April 2–3), 2 p.m. (March 28–29). Free. 
The University of Texas Oscar G. Brockett 
Theatre, 300 E. 23rd St. 512-471-5793. 
www.jointhedrama.org

27 ‘Holy Fool’
Terry Maker hosts an opening 

reception for his new sculpture gallery, 
which showcases many everyday 
objects gutted to their core. The artwork, 
completed using many traditional 
materials, seeks to address desire and 

human initiative, according to Maker. The 
exhibit runs through May 3. 7–10 p.m. 
Free. grayDUCK Gallery, 2213 E. Cesar 
Chavez St. 512-826-5534.  
www.grayduckgallery.com 

28 Rosedale Ride 2015
A charity bike ride benefiting Austin 

ISD’s Rosedale School, the district’s only 
school for children with multiple handicaps, 
returns. The annual event includes 23-, 
42- and 62-mile ride opportunities as well 
as a 2-mile children’s fun ride. 8:30 a.m. 
$8 (children’s ride), $50. Samsung Austin 
Semiconductor, 12100 Samsung Blvd. 
(start/end point). www.rosedaleproud.org

28 Financial Aid Saturday
The Greater Austin Chamber of 

Commerce event offers free assistance to 
students to help them complete federal 
and state college financial aid applications. 
Financial aid experts from area colleges 
and universities as well as business and 
community volunteers are also on hand. 
8:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m. Free. Travis High 
School, 1211 E. Oltorf St.  
www.austinchamber.com, www.austinisd.com

28 through 29  
Zilker Garden Festival 

The event includes the annual flower show, 
live music, gardening talks and a food court. 
Festival musicians include The Biscuit 
Brothers on Saturday and Sara Hickman 
on Sunday. 10 a.m.–5 p.m. Free (age 4 and 
younger), $4 (age 4–12), $8 (age 13 and 
older); parking $5. Zilker Botanical Garden 
Austin Area Garden Center, 2220 Barton 
Springs Road. 512-477-8672.  
www.zilkergarden.org

29 and April 5  
‘SuperSpell’

Church group Life in the City hosts a 
musical mashup of “Godspell” and “Jesus 
Christ Superstar.” The two-part event begins 
Palm Sunday and resumes the next week 
during Easter. 11 a.m. Free. Long Center for 
the Performing Arts, 701 W. Riverside Drive. 
www.lifeinthecityaustin.org

29 Children’s Picnic and  
Real Food Fair

The third annual family-friendly event 
includes activities such as learning to grow 
a garden, cooking demonstrations, a meet 
and greet with local farmers, live music and 
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through April 25. 6–8 p.m. Free. Wally 
Workman Gallery, 1202 W. Sixth St. 512-
472-7428. www.wallyworkmangallery.com

04 Texas VegFest
This public education event 

celebrates plant-based diets through 
lectures, demonstrations, youth activities, 
interactive booths and live music. 11 a.m.– 
6 p.m. Free. Fiesta Gardens, 2101 Jesse E. 
Segovia St. www.texasvegfest.com

04 ‘Under the Oaks:  
The Magikana Show’

Magic and comedy combine at this family-
friendly event featuring Arsene Dupin, a 
magician, juggler and comedian. Magical 
Mystical Michael, Mama Lou, Owl Morrison 
and Peter the Adequate join Dupin for the 
picnic evening outing. 5 p.m. $5. French 
Legation Museum, 802 San Marcos St.  
512-472-8180. www.earlyaustin.org

08 through May 10  
‘All The Way’

The 2014 Tony Award–winning play based 
on President Lyndon Baines Johnson’s 
first year in office stars Broadway, film and 
television actor Steve Vinovich in the main 
role, which was first filled by “Breaking 
Bad” actor Bryan Cranston. 2:30 p.m. 
(Sun.), 7:30 p.m. (Wed.–Sat.). $25–$83. 
ZACH Theatre, 202 S. Lamar Blvd.  
512-476-0541, ext. 1. www.zachtheatre.org

09 through 12  
Austin International  

Poetry Festival
The 23rd annual festival includes live 
readings, poetry slams, workshops, an 
all-night open mic and a poetry panel 
symposium. More than 250 poets from 
throughout the world are expected to 
participate in the festival. Events take place 
at various venues. Various times. $15–$45. 
www.aipf.org

NOW
HIRING

Free in print. Free online.
No subscription. No paywall.

Apply online at impactnews.com/now-hiring

EDITORIAL, SALES & DESIGN POSITIONS
Is working within your community what you’ve been searching for?

Are “passionate” and “professional” words that describe you?

We’re looking to speak with you.
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employers with approximately 3,000 job-
seekers in attendance. Noon–6 p.m. Free. 
Palmer Events Center, 900 Barton Springs 
Road. 512-974-9378.  
www.austintexas.gov/careerexpo

16 through 19  
Old Settler’s Music Festival 

The annual event offers artisan vendors, 
children’s activities, camping, craft beer 
and wine, and a variety of food vendors. 
Bluegrass, folk and Americana acts perform 
on four stages during the four-day festival. 
Performance times vary. Free (children age 
12 and younger), $30–$530 (tickets). The 
Salt Lick Pavilion and Camp Ben McCulloch,  
18300 FM 1826, Driftwood.  
www.oldsettlersmusicfest.org

16 through 26  
‘Esprit!’ 

Tapestry Dance Company collaborates with 
world dance artists to bring rhythms and 
colors from throughout the world together. 
The dance production features guests and 
collaborators, including Roy Lozano’s Ballet 
Folklorico, Anu Naimpally, The Irish Dance 
Company, Love of China, The Lannaya Drum 
& Dance Ensemble and Zein Al-Jundi! 8 p.m. 
(Thu.–Fri.), 2 p.m. and 8 p.m. (Sat.), 2 p.m. 
(Sun.). Tickets start at $23. Long Center for 
the Performing Arts, Rollins Studio Theater, 
701 W. Riverside Drive. www.tapestry.org

16 through 26  
‘The Robber Bridgegroom’

This bluegrass fairytale musical about 
double mistaken identity is directed by 
Broadway veteran Danny Herman. 7:30 p.m. 
(Thu.–Sat.), 2 p.m. (Sun.). $22 (students, 
seniors, staff), $25 (adults). St. Edward’s 
University Mary Moody Northen Theatre, 
3001 S. Congress Ave. 512-448-8487. 
www.stedwards.edu/theatre

17 through 18  
Lonestar Round Up

The outdoor car show and live music festival 
features vintage hot rods, art shows and 
a swap meet at which people sell hard-
to-find vintage auto parts, accessories, 
signs and collectibles. 10 a.m.–6 p.m. Free 
(children age 12 and younger), $15 (general 
admission). Travis County Expo Center,  
7311 Decker Lane. www.lonestarroundup.com

18 16th Annual Austin  
Ballroom Festival

Local nonprofit Dance International 
hosts an international dance competition 
and social dancing accompanied by the 
Nash Hernandez Orchestra. There are 
also dance workshops hosted at the 
Dance International Studios. 7–10:30 
p.m. $30 (before April 1), $35 (after April 
1), $40 (day of show). Ben Hur Shrine 
Temple, 7811 Rockwood Lane.  
512-710-5777. www.dancein.org

10 through 12  
MotoGP at Circuit of  

The Americas
The motorcycle racing championship returns 
to Circuit of The Americas for a fourth year. 
Rock band Cheap Trick performs after the 
race. 2 p.m. (Sun.) Single-day tickets begin at 
$39. Circuit of The Americas, 9201 Circuit of 
The Americas Blvd. 512-301-6600.  
www.circuitoftheamericas.com/motogp

11 Ladybird Market
The monthly event showcases 

handmade artwork from more than 
a dozen Austin curators, including 
woodwork from BDJ Craftworks, vintage 
jewelry from Kari Lane Jewelry and 
various goods from Anne Marie Beard, 
who launched the event. 10 a.m.–5 p.m. 
Free. Cherrywood Coffeehouse, 1400 E. 
38th 1/2 St. www.ladybirdmarket.com

11 Gina Chavez benefit concert
The Latin folk-pop artist celebrates the 

video premiere of her award-winning song, 
“Siete-D,” during a benefit concert that also 
includes performances by Mother Falcon 
and EMQ, a new project from Austin-based 
artist Elizabeth McQueen. Hip-hop duo 
Riders Against the Storm hosts the event, 
which directly helps Niñas Arriba, a college 
scholarship established by Chavez for young 
women in El Salvador. 6:30 p.m. $26 (general 
admission). $60 (VIP). Stateside at The 
Paramount, 719 Congress Ave.  
www.austintheatre.org

12 Family Water Festival
The Colorado River Alliance hosts the 

annual family-friendly event on the northeast 
shore of Lady Bird Lake. More than 30 booths 
are on display to educate attendees about the 
importance of the Colorado River to the Austin 
area. There is also live music, food trailers, live 
animals and arts and crafts. 11 a.m.–4 p.m. 
Free. Fiesta Gardens, 2100 Jesse E. Segovia 
St. 512-498-1587. www.coloradoriver.org

13 through 17  
The Cohen New Works Festival

The University of Texas Theatre and Dance 
Department hosts 38 original student-
produced works as part of the largest 
collegiate festival of its kind. Times vary. 
Free. Venues in and around the F. Loren 
Winship Drama Building, 300 E. 23rd St.  
512-471-5793. www.newworksfestival.org

14 Career expo
A city-hosted job fair invites 

residents to seek new employment 
opportunities. Last year’s expo included 
booths from more than 125 Central Texas 

C
o

ur
te

sy
 L

ad
yb

ir
d

 M
ar

ke
t

C
o

ur
te

sy
 A

us
tin

 B
al

lr
o

o
m

 F
es

tiv
al

Live Fire!

Austin Food & Wine Alliance 
hosts a celebration of all 

things beef. Texas chefs, including 
those from Central Austin eateries 
Alcomar, The Carillon, laV, Lenoir, 
L’Oca D’Oro, Micklethwait Craft 
Meats, Noble Sandwiches, Red Star 
Southern, The Salt Lick, Salt & Time 
Butcher Shop & Salumeria, Sway, 
TRIO, VOX Table, Weather Up and 
Whole Foods Market, showcase their 
top meats in this fifth annual event. 
There are also chefs from other parts 
of Austin as well as Dallas, Houston 
and San Antonio. 6:30–9 p.m. $85. 
The Salt Lick Pecan Grove, 18300 
FM 1826, Driftwood. 512-348-6487.                                  
www.austinfoodwinealliance.org
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Compiled by Joe Lanane

Sponsored by

Find more or submit Central Austin  
events at impactnews.com/cta-calendar.

To have Central Austin events 
considered for the print edition, they 
must be submitted online by the second 
Wednesday of the month.

Online Calendar

HYDE 
P A R K 
SCHOOLS

hp-schools.org/visithp          
Hyde Park Schools

ADMISSIONS 
TOURS
March 31   

April 7, 8, 9 

hp-schools.org/
visithp

4K TO 12TH GRADE.  
COLLEGE PREP.  

CHRIST-CENTERED.
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18 Austin Fashion Week Finale
More than a week of fashion-

related events culminate with an awards 
ceremony and a runway show from 
hometown designers Rare Trends, Ross 
Bennett and Gail Chovan. Adrienne Yunger, 
LaLa and SixChel also showcase three 
pieces each at the event, which includes an 
after-party at The Madison. Austin Fashion 
Week runs April 10–18 with various events 
scheduled during that time. 6 p.m. $20 
(standing room only), $40–$175 (seating). 
Austin Music Hall, 208 Nueces St. http://
afw.fashionxaustin.com. erin@fashionx.co



Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com20

By Amy Denney
Shalom Austin is restoring an 

Orthodox Jewish synagogue it 
relocated Feb. 13 to the Dell Jew-
ish Community Campus from 
Brenham.

B’nai Abraham Brenham 
Historic Synagogue is the oldest 
Orthodox synagogue building in 
the state of Texas and was built 
in 1893, Shalom Austin CEO Jay 
Rubin said. The synagogue served 
as the sole Jewish house of wor-
ship in Brenham for mostly Pol-
ish and Lithuanian immigrants 
until the 1960s.

Brenham residents Leon and 
Mimi Toubin maintained the 
building since then.

“The Jewish population 
dwindled [in Brenham], and … 
the Toubins wanted to preserve 
[the building] in hopes the Jewish 
community would grow in Bren-
ham,” Rubin said.

When that did not happen, the 
Toubins reached out to Jewish 
congregations throughout the 
state to gauge their need for an 
Orthodox synagogue.

One of those organizations was 
Shalom Austin, formerly called 
the Jewish Community Associa-
tion of Austin, which is located 
on the Dell Jewish Community 
Campus at 7300 Hart Lane. That 
campus opened in 2000.

Shalom Austin already has 
conservative and reform syna-
gogues but not an Orthodox 
synagogue, Rubin said.

Congregation Tiferet Israel, 
an Orthodox congregation, will 
use the building for its services, 
but B’nai Abraham will also be 
open to the community to rent 
for life cycle events, such as 
weddings or bar and bat mitz-
vahs, Rubin said.

Crews will restore the interior 
and exterior of the building and 
make necessary upgrades—such 
as improving accessibility and 
installing new heating, ventila-
tion and air conditioning—to 
bring the building up to code. 
Rubin said he hopes repairs will 
be complete by summer.

Rubin said he fell in love with 
the synagogue’s simplistic and 

classic New England country 
church exterior.

“Inside it looks very much like 
a synagogue in Eastern Europe 
with dark wood and a balcony. 
It’s an interesting contrast,” 
Rubin said. “It looked like a place 
my grandfather or great grandfa-
ther would have worshipped.”

B’nai Abraham sits adjacent to 
a running trail and Gan Yaniv, an 
outdoor gathering space with a 
shallow pool and cedar pergola.

The synagogue, however, will 
lose its historic designation with 
the Texas Historical Commission 
and National Register of Historic 
Places because buildings must be 
kept at their original location for 
those designations. Rubin said it 
is a price Shalom Austin was will-
ing to pay.

“Our feeling was that it was 
more important that [B’nai 
Abraham] be used and contrib-
ute to the future rather than just 
preserve the past,” he said.

For more information on the 
B’nai Abraham synagogue, visit 
www.shalomaustin.org/brenham.

Shalom Austin moves 122-year-old Orthodox 
synagogue from Brenham to local campus

COMMUNITY

The B’nai Abraham synagogue was in Brenham before it was relocated to Austin.

The synagogue was split into three 
pieces for the relocation.
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Restoration work will include upgrading 
the building to current code standards.
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A U S T I N  R A D I O L O G I C A L  A S S O C I A T I O N

 41%

More breast 
cancer detected

with 3D mammography

and up to 40% 
fewer call backs

SCHEDULE AT AUSRAD.COM 
OR 512.453.6100.
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AUSTIN ARTS
A look at the creative culture in the heart of Austin

By Joe Lanane

Esther’s Follies
Owner’s birthday coincides with anniversary for long-running variety show

Esther’s Follies owner Shannon Sedwick estimates 
more than 1,000 cast members have graced the 
Follies stage in the past 38 years.

Magician Ray Anderson has performed at Esther’s 
Follies for 15 years.

Shannon Sedwick remains the 
one constant out of 1,000-plus 
cast members to grace the 

Esther’s Follies stage since 1977.
The musical comedy troupe’s owner and 

co-founder turns 65 in April but rarely 
misses a show at her Historic Sixth Street 
venue. She may be best known for end-
lessly pulling items out of her dress while 
performing as famed singer Patsy Cline—
one of the longest-running Esther’s Follies 
bits—but Sedwick’s contributions extend 
beyond the stage.

On April 1, 1977, Sedwick and her hus-
band, Michael Shelton, held the first show 
at Esther’s Pool, an old pool hall they 
named after actress Esther Williams.

“We named it after her because she had 
a lot of splashy numbers in her movies,” 
Sedwick said. 

A back alleyway entrance to the site gave 
patrons the feeling of walking into an adult 
playscape, Sedwick said. Esther’s shows were 
held at the present-day location of Flamin-
go’s Cantina on Sixth Street until 1983 when 
a fire burned down the previous structure.

Sedwick and her husband quickly 
moved Esther’s across the street to the 
Ritz Theatre where Alamo Drafthouse 
Cinema now resides. The venue at the 
time hosted famous musical acts as well 
as Sedwick’s musical comedy troupe. But 
the theater setting was not ideal, she said, 
forcing another move in 1987.

“It was a big old draft movie house that 
couldn’t really allow us to do what we 
wanted to do, which was topical comedy,” 
Sedwick said. “It just seemed lost in the 
vastness of that hall.”

Shows were next held at 501 E. Sixth St., 
where Coyote Ugly now operates, until 
1990 when Sedwick purchased the exist-
ing Esther’s Follies home down the block 
at 525 E. Sixth St.

“And it’s been the best incarnation of 
Follies ever,” Sedwick said.

The windows facing onto Historic 
Sixth Street were not new to the existing 
location. In fact, the idea was borrowed 
from two former Esther’s Follies loca-
tions. The windows—and the Sixth 
Street patrons they reveal—have become 
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Notable Esther’s Follies  
cast members
• Margaret Wiley—Chi Chi La Bamba

“She would come down into the audience, 
pick guys to be her hunks of the night and 
let the audience choose who is the best,” 
Sedwick said. 

• William Dente—Dame Della Diva
“He would dress in drag as a Joan 
Sutherland–inspired opera singer … who 
would sing crazy operatic things that 
would degenerate into chicken clucks and 
outrageous sounds he could come up with.”

• Terry Galloway—Jake Ratchett,  
Short Detective

• Kerry Awn—George W. Bush, Rick Perry

• Ray Anderson—Magician with six major illu-
sions, longest-running current cast member

characters during the show, Sedwick 
said, and they come in particularly 
handy during the improv portion of 
magician Ray Anderson’s show.

“[Anderson] uses the street constantly, 
and the audience loves being in on the 
joke—and the people on the street tend 
to be hams and add to it,” she said. “They 
give their little parts, occasionally flash-
ing us, sometimes just being crazy. It is 
Sixth Street, after all.”

But most of the Esther’s Follies mate-
rial is not improvised, Sedwick said, and 
writing jokes is harder now than the early 
days of Esther’s Follies.

“Audiences are so much more comedy-
savvy. In ’77, you could do just about 
anything and you would be considered 
brilliant,” Sedwick said. “You have to 
come up with ideas immediately, but 
you also have to put your own twist on 
it that makes it uniquely yours—and it 
has to be something they haven’t already 
seen on ‘The Daily Show’ or ‘Saturday 
Night Live.’”

The audience is also changing at 

Esther’s Follies, with up to half of patrons 
now tourists, she said.

“Our reputation has gone into different 
parts of the world, and everybody now 
knows about us,” Sedwick said.

Keeping relevant 38 years later
Esther’s Follies co-founder Shannon Sedwick 
said she takes pride in her show’s comedic 
takes on national politics as well as local and 
state political landscapes.

“We’ve become known for the Texas viewpoint 
of the national news,” said Sedwick, noting 
that Esther’s Follies pokes fun at all political 
affiliations—even if the show has an admittedly 
liberal bend. “The [Bill] Clinton administration 
was the gift that kept on giving, but so was 
George W. Bush. So we had rich material from 
both sides of the aisle.”

Political humor may be fair game in Texas, but jokes about religion and social issues 
do not go over as well, Sedwick admits.

“We have become a mainstream show,” she said. “We don’t do anything too out on the 
edge that’s going to alienate somebody, but we do take it to a bit of an edge.”

New Esther’s Follies  
cast members
• Michael Reyna—New magician’s assistant 

to Ray Anderson

• Julie Frost—Performs “Let It Flow” parody 
about Keystone XL pipeline
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For more Esther’s Follies photos,   
visit us at impactnews.com/cta.

Welcome to the neighborhood!

To schedule an appointment, call (512) 978-9015

Come Visit Our Newest Location!

For more information, visit our website:
Communitycaretx.org

The Southeast Health and Wellness Center is open and we are ready to see you!

Hours: Monday - Saturday from 7:30 am - 8:00 pm

•	 Family Medicine including children
•	 Walk-in Care
•	 Women’s Health
•	 Maternity Care
•	 Behavioral Health

•	 Telepsychiatry
•	 Dental
•	 Pulmonology
•	 Gastroenterology
•	 Education Classes

Services

Come Visit Our Newest Location!

2901 Montopolis Drive
Austin, TX 78741
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!
We have a 
camp for 

every child’s 
interests!

Over

28
Varieties!

For ages 3 -12

SPANISH IMMERSION SCHOOL 
Infants, Toddler, Preschool, 

Pre-K, Kindergarten and After School

Math • Robotics • Science & Technology • LEGO • Programming • Art • Spanish

 TWO CONVENIENT LOCATIONS:
South West Austin  
3640 Bee Caves Rd. 

(512) 329-5611
(In West Lake Hills)

Central Austin  
8014 Mesa Drive

(512) 401-3174
(at the intersection of Mesa Dr. & Spicewood Springs Rd.)

EDUCATION

BRIEFS

INTERACTIVE A SXSW 
Interactive panel of researchers from 
The University of Texas discussed 
their use of 3-D mapping technology 
March 15 to predict flood events, 
improve construction projects and 
guide city planning, among other 
benefits. 

INTERACTIVE Kirsten 
Dickerson, founder and CEO 
of Austin-based business 
Raven+Lily, discussed the benefits of 
operating as a for-profit business in 
order to have a larger philanthropic 
effect on communities at a SXSW 
Interactive session March 14. 

EDUCATION A panel session 
March 10 at SXSWedu highlighted 
a program by Austin-based The 
Thinkery to connect educators to 
museums and libraries for enhanced 
networking opportunities. 

EDUCATION Changes coming to 
E-Rate, the nation’s largest education 
technology funding program, 
were the focus of a SXSWedu 
panel discussion on March 10. 
Victor Valdez, executive director 
of technology for Pflugerville ISD, 
participated in  
the panel.

AISD, IDEA talk charter, district collaborations
EDUCATION IDEA Public Schools 
founder Tom Torkelson revisited the 
topic of the charter school group’s failed 
partnership with Austin ISD during 
a SXSW Education panel March 10.

IDEA’s partnership with Pharr-San 
Juan-Alamo ISD in the Rio Grande 
Valley has resulted in positive academic 
outcomes, Torkelson said, adding such 
attempts do not always work. He refer-
enced the contentious contract between 
AISD and IDEA, which the district’s 
board voted to terminate in 2012.

AISD board member Jayme Mathias, 
who attended the session, said after see-
ing results of the partnership’s rollout 

trustees were not satisfied. Torkelson said 
he thinks the campus-initiated charter 
at Travis Heights Elementary School is a 
better fit for AISD.

 Collaboration was crucial in develop-
ing AISD’s first campus-initiated in-
district charter at THES, Superintendent 
Paul Cruz and Education Austin Presi-
dent Ken Zarifis said March 9 at a sepa-
rate SXSWedu panel. Cruz said AISD has 
learned lessons about communication.

“Let’s actually have a conversation and 
not try to guess and spend all that time 
and energy and resources on guessing 
and then executing a strategy that is not 
even meeting the need,” Cruz said.
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From left: Ken Zarifis, president of employees 
union Education Austin, and Austin ISD Super-
intendent Paul Cruz speak March 9 as part of a 
SXSW Education panel discussion.

For more information visit impactnews.com

Compiled by Jennifer Curington, Lyndsey Taylor, JJ Velasquez and Kelli Weldon

EDUCATION & 
INTERACTIVE
COVERAGE 
BY COMMUNITY IMPACT

When you’re sick & need to be seen, you can make an appointment 
with your doctor, or any ARC doctor at the time and location most 
convenient for you. Book your appointment online, try it today!

Visit ARCappointments.com
Make an Appointment

Easy Access to Appointments!
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WESTLAKE DENTISTRY
BRETT L. MARTIN, DMD

4613  BEE CAVES ROAD |  SUITE 101 
 AUSTIN,  TEXAS 78745  |  512 -270 -6195

COMPLETE  
IMPLANT  
PACKAGE 

TO REPLACE MISSING TEETH

$3 , 375
INCLUDES IMPLANT,  

CUSTOM ABUTMENT AND  
IMPLANT CROWN 

COMPLIMENTARY  
IV SEDATION

ALSO OFFERING

CLEAR CORRECT & 
OVERDENTURES

OFFER EXPIRES APRIL 12, 2015

Panel discusses innovation clusters’ pros, cons 

Austin-based startup wins Accelerator contest

INTERACTIVE Austin’s Innovation 
Zone and high-density technology 
hubs were among topics discussed by 
a SXSW Interactive panel March 15.

Innovation clusters are areas dense 
with startups, entrepreneurs and other 
agencies that facilitate the exchange of 
ideas. Panelists discussed positive and 
negative effects of clusters and Austin’s 
advantage of having a high quality of 
life in the session “Designing Austin’s 
Economy—An Innovation Uproar?”

Michelle Skelding, senior vice presi-
dent of global technology and innova-
tion with the Greater Austin Chamber 
of Commerce, moderated the discus-
sion. She said there are 4,700 high-tech 
companies in the area.

Jim Butler, manager of creative indus-
tries development for the city of Austin, 
said although job creation is a large part 
of his job, he is invested in ensuring the 
quality of life for residents remains high 
as the city continues to grow.

Thomas Osha, managing director for 
Wexford Science & Technology LLC, 
said Austin has significant advantages 
because of its quality of life. In his role, 
Osha works with Wexford’s partner 
universities and research institutions, 
entrepreneurs, growth companies and 

economic development stakeholders in 
North America to position Wexford’s 
developments as “critical hubs in the 
regional innovation ecosystem.”

Unlike Silicon Valley in California, 
which does not have a defined sense of 
place in its identity, Austin’s culture is 
vibrant, he said. A negative aspect of not 
having a defined sense of identity for Sili-
con Valley is the lack of dollars coming 
in from outside of California, he said.

INTERACTIVE Austin-based 
startup RealSavvy was one of six 
winners March 15 at SXSW Inter-
active’s Accelerator contest.

RealSavvy, located at 701 Brazos St., 
took home the award for social technolo-
gies. CEO Rick Orr founded the company 
along with Creative Director Clay Knight. 
Launched in July, the service is a social 
platform similar to Pinterest.

It allows homebuyers to organize their 
home search by pinning homes to a 
“board.” That process allows them to 
collaborate with real estate agents who 
can broker their purchase.

Orr has a real estate background and 
said he was going for a weekend drive 
to look at houses with his wife when 
she found a home listing on a database. 
When his wife was taking pictures of her 
computer screen to share information on 
the listing, Orr said he realized there was 
a problem.

“One of the things you’ll see us do is 
give agents one-touch access to all-
important information about our listings 
so that they can be really responsive to 
clients, which is—I think most agents 
agree—the key to success within that 
profession,” he said.
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INTERACTIVE

Rick Orr is CEO of RealSavvy, a Pinterest-like social platform for residential real estate. 

Thomas Osha, managing director for Wexford Sci-
ence & Technology, speaks at SXSW Interactive.

4803 Burnet Rd.  Austin, TX 78756 (next to Noble Sandwich)
(512) 440-0440             TenThousandVillages.com/Austin

 Fair Trade
Has A

New
Home

We've moved to Burnet Road! 
Bring in this ad for 10% off your 
entire purchase of fair trade gifts, 
jewelry, housewares and more.
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AUSTIN

= 32 INCHES
OF RAIN PER YEAR

1000 SQUARE FOOT ROOF

CATCH 600 GALLONS OF WATER
IN A 1” RAIN

= 320 GALLONS
AVERAGE HOME WATER USE PER DAY

100 GALLONS
USED OUTDOORS DAILY

RAINWATER HARVESTING BENEFITS:

REDUCES DEMAND ON EXISTING WATER SUPPLY

REDUCES RUN-OFF

REDUCES EROSION

REDUCES CONTAMINATION OF SURFACE WATER

RAINWATER:

IS VALUED BECAUSE IT SUPPORTS LANDSCAPE HEALTH

IS SOFT, FREE OF SODIUM & OTHER CHEMICALS

PH OPTIMIZED TO SUPPORT PLANT & MICROBIAL SOIL LIFE

HELPS RECHARGE AQUIFERS

RAIN CAN BE USED:

LANDSCAPE 
USE

CAR 
WASHING

PET 
WATERING

FIRE 
PROTECTION

Delivery · Installation · Leaf eater · First-flush diverter · Overflow pipe w/ overflow flap · Water level indicator  
Hose bib · Decomposed granite pad w/landscape metal edging border · Metal or plastic rain barrel

All for one price

SYSTEM INCLUDES:

4477 S. Lamar Blvd Suite 600. Austin TX, 78745  |  512-861-0712  |  TreeHouse.co/spring

* This spring at TreeHouse veggies and herbs are dirt cheap starting at $.69.
Also buy one get one free organic soil.

RAINWATER HARVESTING SYSTEM
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not limit ourselves to a downtown circula-
tor. Electric cabs have been operating in this 
city for several years now.”

Kopser said he also supports increasing 
the cost of downtown Austin metered park-
ing to help the city gain more revenue to do 
projects such as the parking garage kiosks. 
However, meter fare increases are not 
immediately likely, Grassfield said, although 
he does not rule out such an increase. 

“People want to come downtown, and 
we want people to come downtown,” 
Grassfield said. “That’s why we’re doing all 
these things and try to stay ahead of any 
parking problems.”

times during Thursday, Friday and Saturday 
evenings, according to city data, meaning 
three spots would have roughly nine occu-
pants per night. Street spaces were on aver-
age unlikely to become vacant more than 
once per night before the city instituted eve-
ning metered parking four years ago during 
those three days, Grassfield said. The change 
proved beneficial for businesses, he said, with 
sales taxes up 10 percent and liquor sales ris-
ing 16 percent six months after the change.

Some parking advocates are calling for 
increasing the cost of street parking. Chi-
cago, for example, charges $6.50 per hour.

“The way I see it these days, down-
town is a golden goose for the region,” 
said Glenn Gadbois, executive director of 

transportation advocacy group Movability 
Austin. “Our transportation and parking 
problems are strangling that golden goose.”

Garage and surface parking is already 
getting more expensive for downtown 
commuters, Gadbois said, increasing from 
$100–$140 per month last year to upwards 
of $180 per month in 2015 in some cases. 
And as more companies expand downtown, 
daytime demand increases, he said.

“Anybody that doesn’t have long-term 
fixed contracts on parking is going to start 
being subjected to more and more rapid 
increases in parking costs,” Gadbois said.

Street parking accessibly does not single-
handedly make or break a downtown busi-
ness, said Fred Schmidt, owner of Toy Joy 
and Austin Rocks on Second Street as well as 
Wild About Music, which relocates in June 
to Congress Avenue. 

“I frankly find a lot of the complaining 
about parking to be unfounded,” Schmidt 
said. “My businesses are thriving, and our 
customers find us just fine. They have found 
some other solution for parking downtown 
that it just isn’t an issue [for us].”

Some companies have created their own 
solutions, such as shuttles to and from 
MetroRail and MetroRapid stops, accord-
ing to Joseph Kopser, CEO of RideScout, a 
transportation smartphone application. He 
is partnering with public and private city 
stakeholders to start the Mobility ATX ini-
tiative, which has proposed, among other 
solutions, bringing back some form of The 
‘Dillo, a free downtown streetcar that Capi-
tal Metro discontinued in late 2009.  

“We want to have an open and transpar-
ent conversation about what people want to 
see and experiment with,” Kopser said. “Let’s 

How has parking availability changed your downtown Austin 
driving habits?

Take the poll online at impactnews.com/cta-poll

Parking
Continued from | 1

There are nearly 
20,000 parking 
spaces in downtown 
Austin, according 
to the city, including 
almost 3,000 metered 
street spaces. 

This map shows 
readers where all 
of downtown’s 
parking is located 
and where street 
parking is limited 
or prohibited.

STREET PARKING
Standard parking availability

Daytime or evening limitations due to valet parking, 
permit-only spaces or commercial/service spaces

Parking temporarily or permanently not allowed

GARAGE/SURFACE LOT PARKING
Daytime surface lot parking only

Daytime/overnight surface lot parking available

Daytime garage parking only

Daytime/overnight garage parking available

DOWNTOWN AUSTIN PARKING

B-Cycle 
station

Car2go 
parking station

Zipcar 
parking station

Handicap 
space

Some downtown parallel parking spots have been 
converted to angle parking, doubling the capacity 
as a result.
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Sources: City of Austin, 
Community Impact Newspaper research

Compiled by Joe Lanane • Design by Ethan Hill

Most street parking along the west side 
of Guadalupe Street and the east side of 
Lavaca Street was eliminated to make room 
for a dedicated MetroRapid bus lane.
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M A N C H E S T E R  T E X A S  F I N A N C I A L  G R O U P

Pain is inevitable.
Suffering is optional.

MARK T. MALONE, M.D. |  Board Certified Pain Management Physician

the physicians & staff of
advanced pain care are dedicated

to helping our patients regain
their quality of life.

call today for an appointment.

SEVEN CONVENIENT LOCATIONS: ROUND ROCK . CENTRAL AUSTIN . SOUTH AUSTIN . CEDAR PARK . GEORGETOWN . WACO . KILLEEN
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1850 19501900 2000

1880s
Rainey Street 

neighborhood is 
first developed.

1950s
Hispanic families 

begin moving to the 
predominantly white 

neighborhood.

2005
The Rainey Street Master 

Plan is adopted and the  
corridor’s zoning is changed 

to encourage high-density 
commercial and residential 

development.

1900–1930s
Victorian homes give way to 

bungalow homes. The middle 
class moves out, and the 
working class moves in.

1985
The city begins 

discussions to develop 
the area given its close 
proximity to downtown.

2008
The original 
Lustre Pearl 
opens.

2014
Lustre Pearl closes to 
make room for a high-
rise development.

  A  BRIEF  HISTORY  OF  RAINEY  STREET’S  EVOLUTION
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Rainey Street has 
evolved from a primarily 
residential area to a 
booming corridor with 
residents, restaurants, 

bars, live music and hotels. Multiple 
construction projects are in 
progress that could result in lasting 
change along the corridor.

Rainey
Continued from | 1

Find related stories at impactnews.com. Keyword Search

Rainey Street, development, concrete pours
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began working with the city of Austin to 
change the Rainey zoning laws to allow 
for businesses. Those changes were 
finalized in 2005, Miller said. 

Growing business base
Siegel said he intends to expand 

Banger’s Sausage House & Beer Garden. 
His move comes at the same time other 
nearby lots are being purchased for large-
scale developments such as hotels and resi-
dential projects. 

“There’s this really unique thing happen-
ing here, which is restaurants and bars in 
residential houses on this little old residen-
tial block,” he said. “[People] are then seeing 
all these large buildings go up, and there’s 
this fear that the residential component is 
going to go away. The reality is that’s not very 
likely, and it’s not very likely for a long time.”

During the construction along Rainey 
Street, no bars have been lost to develop-
ment, Siegel said. Some bars relocated or 
took a temporary hiatus, such as Lustre 
Pearl, which was the first Rainey Street bar 
and restaurant to open in 2008. The original 
Lustre Pearl lot is now the site of The Mil-
lennium apartment building, which is under 
construction, but Lustre Pearl will soon 
return to a different Rainey Street location. 
At the same time, the original Lustre Pearl 
building was relocated to East Austin with 
plans for both locations to open this summer. 

Jesse Lunsford and Dale Glover founded 
Rainey Ventures in January after recent 
work with clients, such as Lustre Pearl 
owner Bridget Dunlap, to turn historic 
bungalow homes to restaurant and bar des-
tinations. Lunsford said he never expected 
for Lustre Pearl or the rest of the businesses 
along Rainey Street to become the destina-
tions and successes they are today.

“We embraced the idea of being able to 
take this area and really help keep the soul,” 
Glover said. “It’s priceless. If we wouldn’t 
have done what we did, the feeling wouldn’t 
be the same.” 

Growing residential base
Glover and Lunsford said they believe 

the bungalow homes on Rainey Street will 

remain in spite 
of the ongoing development 

boom. Depending on who you ask, there 
are either two or three Rainey Street single-
family homes still occupied by residents. 

The Rainey Street Neighborhood Asso-
ciation was created in February 2011, said 
Bonita White, the group’s president. There 
are about 2,000 residents within the asso-
ciation’s boundaries, which stretch from 
Lady Bird Lake to Cesar Chavez Street 
and from Waller Creek to I-35, White said. 
Once construction of ongoing apartment 
and condominium projects are complete, 
she estimates there will be 2,500 residents 
within the corridor.

Area residents in the past have had to 
battle noise, traffic congestion, infrastruc-
ture improvements, walkability and light-
ing, White said. However, she said there 
have been fewer complaints about Rainey 
Street bars and restaurants after working 
with the city and the business owners to 
set acceptable live music noise levels. Now 
most invasive noise comes from construc-
tion, she said. 

Installation of new sidewalks on Rainey 
Street began in recent months, White said, 
and roadway infrastructure will hopefully 
improve based on changes made by incom-
ing developers, she said. 

“It is and is going to be a great place to live. 
It’s just going through growing pains right 
now,” White said. “It’s changed a lot since I 
moved here when it was a quiet and sleepy 
place [in 1999]. [The neighborhood associa-
tion is] very positive about the changes. We 
just want to work with everybody.” 
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COME TO THE AUSTIN NATIONAL COLLEGE FAIR

5:30-8:00pm
AUSTIN CONVENTION CENTER

OVER 250 COLLEGES

APRIL 7, 2015

APF_Ad_Grant_FINAL.indd   1 3/16/15   9:09 AM

Lustre Pearl

KAYAK 
DOWNTOWN 

AUSTIN!

74 Trinity Street Austin, TX 78701
512.809.8916 • CongressKayaks.com

What we offer:
Rentals by the Hour or Half-Day

Bat Tours // Summer Mini-Camps 
See our website for registration information!
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Inside the 
Waller Creek Boathouse
Parking available downtown 

near 74 Trinity or 600 River St.

at Waller Creek Boathouse  |  74 Trinity St.
Near the Austin Convention Center  

and Congress Avenue Bridge

www.congresskayaks.com

KAYAK 
DOWNTOWN 

AUSTIN!
Congress Avenue Kayaks

1957 RPBC rack card_F.indd   1 1/20/15   11:32 AM

at Waller Creek Boathouse  |  74 Trinity St.
Near the Austin Convention Center  

and Congress Avenue Bridge

www.congresskayaks.com

KAYAK 
DOWNTOWN 

AUSTIN!
Congress Avenue Kayaks
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Buffington Homes | Homes by AVI | Milestone Community Builders | Pacesetter Homes

liveaddison.com

NEW HOMES FROM THE LOW $200s
Located in Southeast Austin’s gateway corridor, just three miles south 
of 71 on Highway 183, Addison is a perfect match for those seeking 

convenient access to the vibrant downtown business and entertainment 
scene without the expense of living downtown. Beautiful home designs 

complimented by extensive amenities, quality schools and tranquil 
surroundings make Addison the perfect place to start living more.

16 homes already sold, so visit Addison today!

Downtown...WHEN YOU WANT IT

Addison-CI-March.indd   1 3/10/15   4:09 PM

Reduce waste and learn how to compost kitchen scraps into nutritious soil 
at a FREE City composting class. 

Receive a FREE kitchen compost collector and a $75 rebate or voucher* 
on a home composting system just for attending. Register at: 
austintexas.gov/composting.

*City of Austin Home Composting rebates and vouchers are available to 
Austin residents who pay the Clean Community Fee.

April 4 

April 11 

April 19

April 25  

9:30 a.m.

9:30 a.m. 

11:30 a.m.

9:30 a.m.

 

SFC Farmers’ Market Downtown 

Barton Creek Farmers Market 

Hope Farmers Market

SFC Farmers Market at Sunset Valley 

Create your own Soil 

Assisted Living

1130 Camino La Costa
Austin, TX 78252

512.454.0524
www.ParsonsHouseAustin.com

lic. #: 00785

Discover 
CentrAL Austin’s Hidden gem

We’re closer than you think,  
we’re right next door.  

The best kept secret in Central Austin.
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Kouri, CEO of Greenlights, a local nonprofit 
that helps organizations tackle complex 
community issues. “We know big, com-
plex social problems in Austin can never 
be solved by any single entity, whether it’s 
a government agency or nonprofit group.”

Small and new nonprofits are particu-
larly struggling to meet their missions, the 
report reveals. Greenlights recommends 
nonprofits perform self-evaluations to learn 
strengths and weaknesses. 

“We want organizations to begin to really 
think about sustainability and how they can 
become more sustainable over time,” said 
Marisa Zappone, Greenlights research man-
ager and the report’s lead analyst. “The way 
to do that is to increase earned income and 
continue to grow programs without relying 
solely on grants or individual donations.”

Funding solutions
Amplify Austin has become one way 

for area nonprofits to capture new sources 
of donations. More than $7.7 million was 
raised March 5–6 during the 24-hour fun-
draiser, topping this year’s $7 million goal. 
The Boys & Girls Club of the Austin Area 
raised $402,952, the most of any organiza-
tion during the third annual marathon. 
Eighty-six percent of that money goes back 
into Boys & Girls Club programs, said Misti 
Potter, who became the club’s Austin-area 
executive vice president two months ago.

Boys & Girls Club initially anticipated 
raising only $200,000, Potter said, and 
increased its goal to $300,000 after receiv-
ing upfront donations. The higher-than-
expected amount of donations provides a 
huge financial boost to start 2015, she said.

“The people of Austin are genuinely con-
cerned with helping others, which is won-
derful,” Potter said. “It’s such a wonderful, 
refreshing feeling to be in a community 
that gets it and understands there’s people 
in need, and if they have the ability to help 
they’re going to help. That’s not common.”

The state of the sector report recommends 
organizations forge more partnerships, a 
philosophy Potter said she embraces. 

“There is not a single nonprofit that is an 
end-all, be-all source for services they’re 

Nonprofits
Continued from | 1

providing to their clientele,” she said.
Social enterprises, or businesses that help 

generate revenue for nonprofits, are also 
strongly encouraged by Greenlights. The 
group’s report details a social enterprise 
benefiting Easter Seals of Central Texas 
called Easter Lawn & Landscape Services, 
a profitable business that provides jobs to 
adults with disabilities. Austin was also the 
first U.S. home of a Habitat for Humanity 
ReStore, a home goods thrift shop operated 
by the organization’s Austin chapter.

This summer Habitat for Humanity will 
relocate its East Austin ReStore to a signifi-
cantly more visible location at the corner 
of South First Street and Ben White Boule-
vard, Austin chapter CEO Kelly Weiss said. 
That could help boost annual ReStore rev-
enue from $500,000 to between $800,000 
and $1.7 million, she said.

“A lot of people don’t realize the ReStore 
goes to support most of our operational 
costs and allows us to put more money into 
building more houses,” Weiss said. “It’s a key 
component to growing our production.”

Other nonprofits lean more heavily on 
donated goods and volunteer hours. Ron-
ald McDonald House Charities of Central 
Texas provides a home away from home 

for families whose children are undergo-
ing medical treatment—typically at the 
adjacent Dell Children’s Medical Center of 
Central Texas. The house is run primarily 
by volunteers, RMHC Central Texas CEO 
Carolyn Schwarz said.

“We know involvement leads to giving, so 
when someone gets involved as a volunteer 
that’s the gateway to becoming a potential 
donor because you get to see how much we 
do on so little,” Schwarz said. “We are fortu-
nate to have people who not only give their 
time and talent but also their treasures.”

RMHC, which celebrates it 30-year 
anniversary in 2015, has benefited from 
approximately $4 million in donations from 
McDonald’s owner-operators since opening 
in 1985. Those contributions only make up 
10 percent of  RMHC’s budget, Schwarz said, 
leaving her organization to fundraise the rest. 

Innovative social funding models
A new concept called social impact bonds 

could provide another funding avenue for 
Austin’s philanthropic organizations. 

Austin-Travis County area and six other 
communities nationwide were selected to 
receive federal-issued social innovation 
funds. The money enables city and county 

officials to conduct a feasibility study to see 
if this area can support Pay For Success, a 
social-impact bond that pays back investors 
for money spent on programs that prove 
successful and capable of being expanded 
upon. The study will focus on whether a Pay 
For Success model could effectively expand 
existing programs that attempt  to reduce 
teen pregnancies among Hispanic youth 
and another program that seeks to improve 
birth outcomes among African-Americans. 
A third Pay For Success feasibility study 
grant from a separate grantor was received 
by Ending Community Homeless Coalition 
Inc., or ECHO, to consider expanding efforts 
to house vulnerable Austin populations.

Austin Mayor Steve Adler will keynote a 
June 3 Greenlights event called AustinNext, 
a town hall–style gathering of community 
nonprofit and business leaders, Kouri said. 
Adler is likely to talk about the Greenlights’ 
state of the sector report as well as the 
potential for social-impact bonds in Austin.

“It’s all in an effort to continue to try to 
have Austin become a social innovation hub 
nationally,” Kouri said.

   Tell us what  
     you think. Comment at impactnews.com

“On the Verge: Value and Vulnerability of Austin’s Nonprofit Sector” 
details the strengths and challenges of the city’s philanthropic 
organizations. Austin-based nonprofit advocacy group Greenlights 
worked on the study for close to a year, Research Manager Marisa 
Zappone said. 

Much of 2015 will be spent promoting the findings to area 
organizations, she said. The key takeaway: The majority of large 
nonprofits—68 percent—report having strong financial health 
compared with 20 percent of their smaller counterparts. Below are 
other report highlights:

• The Austin region has 5,877 nonprofit groups, up 36% 
since 2004.

• One of every 20 Austin-area workers is 
employed by a nonprofit organization, with the 
employment growth rate more than double 
the state average.

• Demand for services increased 81%, 
according to Austin-area nonprofits, 
with 45% of organizations likely to 
hire additional staff in 2015.

•  72% of groups have 
some form of 
earned income.

Source: Greenlights

STATE OF THE NONPROFIT SECTOR

• Austin-area nonprofit workers make 21% less than employees 
at for-profit companies, 12% less than government workers 

and 11% less than other Texas nonprofit workers.

• Nearly half (43% ) of all Austin-area nonprofit  
revenue comes from hospitals and higher 

education institutions.

• Only 22% of nonprofit leaders feel their 
organization has highly developed 

fundraising skills and expertise. 

• 46% of groups have three 
months or less in cash 

reserves, and 13% 
report less than 

one month of 
reserves.

Most nonprofits 
are small. About 
15% have paid 
staff, and only 3% 
have more than 50 
employees

STRENGTHS CHALLENGES

85%
15%

3%

95%

2004 2014

48%

44%

Austin-area annual 
nonprofit revenue has 

grown to $5.6 billion, a 
95% increase from 2004 to 

2014 compared with increases of 
48% nationally and 44% statewide.
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$69 NEW PATIENT SPECIAL
includes exam, xrays, oral cancer screening, a complete 

evaluation of teeth & gums, and teeth whitening. 
A $350 VALUE

Valid with new patients only. Some restrictions apply. Expires 4-22-15.

3801 S. Congress, Austin •  www.urbandentistr y.com •  512-440-5900

Amy Urban, DMD

love the mouth
Now offering Implants and Implant procedures

FREE SONICARE
with the purchase of in-office  

Zoom whitening!  
Some restrictions apply. Expires 4-22-15. Maudie’s TEX-MEX @MaudiesTXMexWWW.MAUDIES.COM
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Market Data

On the market  (February 2015)

REAL ESTATE

Median price of homes sold  February 2014 vs.  February 2015
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—

Number of homes for sale/Average days on the market

Price Range 78701 78702 78703 78704 78705 78722 78723 78731 78751 78756 78757

$149,999 or less 1/21 — — — 2/22 — 1/48 — 1/4 — 1/68

$150,000–$199,999 — 1/8 2/128 1/91 6/35 — 4/25 1/5 — — 1/4

$200,000–$299,999 — 11/51 — 7/85 6/27 2/117 11/70 1/12 2/15 1/105 4/15

$300,000–$399,999 6/79 32/88 5/62 10/73 7/86 3/59 9/33 2/90 6/27 3/105 8/26

$400,000–$499,999 12/36 15/72 3/67 21/68 3/63 1/107 5/79 6/69 3/73 1/60 11/95

$500,000–$599,999 1/77 14/81 2/46 19/105 1/19 1/109 15/123 7/66 6/93 4/58 2/49

$600,000–$799,999 4/31 5/76 10/94 30/77 — — 1/41 10/43 3/91 3/121 8/48

$800,000–$999,999 9/47 — 7/52 24/37 — — 6/180 9/29 1/7 — —

$1 million + 21/137 2/23 33/102 12/107 — — 1/32 12/183 — — 1/198

Coal Tar Ban
It is illegal to use  
coal tar containing pavement 
sealants in the City of Austin 
and its extraterritorial 
jurisdiction (ETJ). 

The City banned coal tar containing sealants in 2006 because they 
are a potent source of PAH’s (polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons), 
an organic contaminant known to be toxic to aquatic life.

Check to see if your property is located 
within the Austin city limits or the ETJ  
before sealing a parking lot.  Find out at 
www.austintexas.gov/gis/JurisdictionsWebMap/

Request Material Safety Data Sheets 
(MSDS) from any potential contractor 
or sealcoat applicator before purchasing 
or applying sealants to verify their 
compliance with the ordinance.

www.austintexas.gov/coaltar or call 512.974.2550
For more Information and a list of coal tar alternative products, visit 

The City of Austin Watershed Protection Department 
recognizes the following Austin Enviro Mechanics for running 
clean shops to reduce pollution in our creeks and lakes.
Look for the Austin Enviro Mechanics logo to identify those 
businesses that go the extra mile to protect the environment.

To become a member or to get more information, call 
512-974-2550 or visit our website at: 
www.austintexas.gov/austinenviromechanics
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Advanced Automotive and Tire
7528 Burnet Road • 512-454-3454

Arbor Car Wash and Lube
10401 Jollyville Road • 512-346-8050

Arboretum Auto Service
12108 B Roxie Drive • 512-343-8393

Austin Infi niti
8140 Burnet Road • 512-453-0660

Auto Gate Austin
435 Industrial Boulevard • 512-444-4283

Balcones Exxon Automotive
5400 Balcones Drive • 512-452-5422

B&B Muffl er & Automotive Service Center
3000 S. Lamar Blvd • 512-447-5581

Brake Check # 17
205 E. Ben White Boulevard • 512-448-1221

Bridgestone Firestone # 43E2
2500 W. Palmer Lane • 512-388-6060

Bridgestone Firestone # 43E3
6412 S. I35 • 512-442-9388

Caliber Collision Centers
8735 N. Lamar Boulevard • 512-836-0000

Caliber Collision Centers
6222 Manchaca Road • 512-443-2244

Capitol Chevrolet
6200 S. I35 • 512-444-8888

Capital Metro
2910 E. 5th Street • 512-389-7411

Capital V Connection
4201 S. Congress Avenue • 512-441-1334

Champion Toyota
4800 S. I35 • 512-440-4500

East First Grocery
1811 E. Cesar Chavez Street • 512-477-0988

Ellis & Salazar Garage & Body Shop
4501 S. Congress Avenue • 512-444-5555

E-Z Food Store #5
6400 S. 1st Street • 512-447-5825

Flamingo Automotive
3512 Guadalupe Street • 512-459-9917

Friendly’s Auto Repair 

419 Tillery Street • 512-385-4466

Goodyear Auto Service Center
907 E. 41st Street • 512-459-6554

Great Hills Automotive
5346 Thunder Creek Road • 512-795-2995

Jiffy Lube #2926
3704 Spicewood Springs Road 
512-345-1274

Kwik Kar Southwest

4316 W William Cannon • 512-891-7800

Lamb’s Tire & Automotive Center #4
3564 Far West Boulevard • 512-345-6600

Leonard Johnson’s Garage & Muffl er 
Center
4401 S. 1st Street • 512-445-2892

Lexus of Austin
9910 Stonelake Boulevard • 512-343-3400

Marks American Car Care
6303 Cameron Road • 512-459-1486

Maxwell Ford
5000 S. I35 • 512-443-5000

Mazda South
4506 S. I35 • 512-462-3131

Mercedes Benz of Austin
6757 Airport Blvd • 512-406-3321

Mopac Auto Service Inc.
3500 Hyridge Drive • 512-346-0438

Redline Automotive & Marine
4705 Weidemar Lane • 512-441-0416

Swedish Auto Service
11008 N. Lamar Boulevard •  512-836-0022

Travis Engine Center
2406 Hidalgo Street • 512-476-6837

Zimmer’s Auto Shop
2313 Thorton Road #C • 512-445-6731

our AUSTIN ENVIRO MECHANICS�
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At Seton, we understand that some emergencies are more like mini emergencies. Which is 

why we have SetonER.com. Now you can get in line online. Make an appointment online and 

you’ll be seen within 15 minutes of it. Welcome to Humancare. Remember, SetonER.com is for 

mini emergencies only. If you’re experiencing a major emergency, get to the ER ASAP or dial 9-1-1.
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