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By Joe Lanane
The largest hotel in Austin his-

tory is nearly ready to open, mark-
ing the first of multiple large-scale 
hospitality projects expected to 
debut in 2015 and beyond.

The first guests at the JW Mar-
riott Austin, a 1,012-room hotel 
along downtown Congress Avenue, 
arrive Feb. 13. The nearly complete 
project is among eight downtown-
area hotels under construction, and 
numerous other concepts remain 
in the planning stages that could 
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potentially double the number 
of Central Austin hotel rooms by 
2017. Having nearly 10,000 down-
town-based hotel rooms by then 
could help elevate Austin to new 
opportunities, JW Marriott Gen-
eral Manager Scott Blalock said.

“We compete as much with 
other convention cities as hotels 
within Austin, and we’re opening 
up Austin to a whole new group 
of conventions we couldn’t host 
before,” Blalock said.

Analyst: Rising occupancy drives up room rates

Austin becoming hotel hotbed 
to accommodate high demand
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American’s 
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according to the 
National Sleep 
Foundation.
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By Jennifer Curington
The day before the Jan. 6 Austin City Council inau-

guration ceremony, Steve Adler appeared calm to those 
around him, but the newly elected mayor said he was 
anxiously awaiting his opportunity to announce plans 
to revamp the way the city conducts business.

“I hope this council can join together to propose a 
new way of doing governance that enhances commu-
nity participation, makes deliberation more thoughtful, 
more long-term, more proactive,” Adler said Jan. 5.

Revamped Austin City Council proposes 
committee-based governing structure

New mayor: No more 
late-night meetings

City of Austin law requires council to adjourn 
by 10 p.m. unless members vote to extend 
the meeting. This extension was regularly 
used by the previous council, enabling the 
following items to be heard in the early morn-
ing hours of 2014:

2:28 a.m. Jan. 31—A proposed Little 
Woodrow’s on Burnet Road receives a 
zoning appeal despite neighborhood 
protests during a three-hour public hearing.

2:20 a.m. Feb. 14—Proposed occupancy 
limits for unrelated individuals in the same 
dwelling unit passes on first reading after 
three hours of public comments and council 
deliberation.

1:10 a.m. June 13—An amended resolution 
for regulating accessory dwelling units 
passes after nearly 90 minutes of debate.

2:30 a.m. June 13—The Lamar Beach Metro 
Park master plan is amended and approved 
after more than one hour of discussion.

12:37 a.m. June 27—South Lamar 
neighborhood parkland is voted on the first 
reading to be named Tom Lasseter Park.

12:25 a.m. Sept. 26—Transportation 
network companies, or TNCs, are legalized 
after a three-and-a-half hour discussion.

1:03 a.m. Dec. 12—An Imagine Austin 
Comprehensive Plan amendment passes with 
conditions to conclude a 231-item agenda.

JW Marriott Austin General Manager Scott Blalock will help open the 1,012-
room hotel Feb. 13. He previously led JW Marriott’s Indianapolis location.
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St. David’s Emergency Network

Minor to Major.

From broken bones to strokes or flu-like symptoms 

to respiratory issues, the St. David’s Emergency  

Network provides high quality emergency medical 

care for your entire family. The latest life-saving 

technology, board-certified ER physicians and  

24/7 comprehensive emergency care. No matter 

where you are in Central Texas, there’s a  

location near you.

To find the facility nearest you, visit StDavids.com/protect

Urgent Care Facilities

Emergency Centers

Outpatient Surgery Centers

14-SDM-1382 Community Impact ER Ad_103.1.indd   1 12/1/14   4:35 PM
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Bertina SchreiberJan Moreland Linnann Guest

1711 MOHLE DR
5 Bdrm | 5 Bath | $1,350,000

Doug Roberts 512-731-5105

200 CONGRESS AVE #29G
2 Bdrm | 2.5 Bath | $1,799,000

Eric Moreland  512-924-8442

705 NORWALK
3 Bdrm | 2.5 Bath | $969,900

April Womack  512-970-1031

2701 W 35TH ST UNIT B
3 Bdrm | 3.5 Bath | $1,795,000

Eric Moreland  512-924-8442

200 CONGRESS AVE #15A
1 Bdrm | 1.5 Bath | $899,000

Darin Walker 512-560-7633

AUSTIN
512.480.0848   3825 Lake Austin Blvd, Ste 501

LAKE TRAVIS
512.263.3282   1005 RR 620 South

moreland.com

®

®

3701 SOARING EAGLE CV
5 Bdrm | 5.5 Bath | $2,249,900

Nancy Hardie 512-657-3181

1607 W 8TH STREET #B
3 Bdrm | 2 Bath | $750,000

Tiffany Peters 512-922-6309

Clayton Bullock

Beth Carter

Don SemberaClay McLaughlinGreg Walling

Chad Mahagan

Mike Hammonds

Outstanding Producers  ::  Lake  Travis Office

Congrat ul at ions

Joanie Capalupo

TOP  PRODUCER
COMPANYWIDE

Eric Moreland

LAKEFRONT
LEADER

Cord Shiflet

TOP PRODUCER
Austin Office

April Womack

TOP PRODUCER
Lake Travis Office

Jim Hardie
Land & Ranch Specialist

NOT IN MLS

Austin's Exclusive A�  liate
Austin's Exclusive 

A�  liate
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Free. Focused on College. For All.
www.ideapublicschools.org/apply

512-646-2828

NOW ENROLLING!
GRADES K-9

IDEA Public Schools is a nationally-
recognized network of college prep schools. 
100% of IDEA Public Schools seniors have 
been accepted to college eight years in a 
row, and their college graduation rates are 

FIVE TIMES the national average.

SOUTHWOOD
2412 Havenside
3 BD 1 BA +/-1,014 SQ FT
Listed by Rob Albertson
512.653.8939

OAKWOOD HOLLOW CONDOS
5512 Oakwood
5 BD 4 BA +/-2,843 SQ FT
Listed by Kim Wilkin
512.632.3992

WOOTEN PARK
1515 Weyford
3 BD 2 BA +/1,396 SQ FT
Melanie Fenelon
512.658.0773

BALCONES PARK 
3417 Mount Barker
3 BD 2 BA +/-2,584 SQ FT
Listed by Brendan Doherty
512.632.7474

DELWOOD
1610 Cloverleaf
3 BD 2 BA +/-1,346 SQ FT
Listed by Lisa Munoz
512.600.8294

NORTH CAT MOUNTAIN
7305 Valburn
4 BD 4 BA +/-3,139 SQ FT
Listed by Maggie Falvey
512.431.7404

BOULDIN CREEK
906 Gibson
4 BD 2.5 BA +/-2,900 SQ FT
Listed by Carl Shurr
512.944.5977

FLINTROCK 
504 Golden Bear Dr
5 BD 5 BA +/-5,437 SQ FT
Listed by Donna Darling
512.422.2367

Central Office: 1209 W 5th St #300, Austin, TX 78703 

®
®

Realty Austin Citywide Open House: Sunday, February 1st, 2015

realtyaustin.com  •  512.241.1300 •        fb.com/realtyaustin

OPEN HOUSE
FEBRUARY 2015

1
S M T W TH F S

PE
NDIN

G



Central Austin Edition • January 2015 NEWS  5

PUBLISHERS AND FOUNDERS

John and Jennifer Garrett
PUBLISHER - AUSTIN METRO

Traci Rodriguez
GENERAL MANAGER

Deeda Payton Lovett, dlovett@impactnews.com

Editorial
FOUNDING EDITOR  Cathy Kincaid

EXECUTIVE EDITOR  Shannon Colletti
MANAGING EDITOR  JP Eichmiller

EDITOR  Joe Lanane
REPORTER  Jennifer Curington

COPY CHIEF  Andy Comer
STAFF WRITERS  Amy Denney, Joe Olivieri,  

Lyndsey Taylor, Kelli Weldon

Advertising
ACCOUNT EXECUTIVES  Sam Blackwood, Paul Thinger

ACCOUNT COORDINATOR  Quinci White

Design
CREATIVE DIRECTOR  Derek Sullivan

GRAPHIC DESIGNER  Ethan Hill
STAFF DESIGNERS  Erin Behncke, Angie Calderon

ART PRODUCTION MANAGER  Tiffany Knudtson

Business
CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER  Claire Love
CIRCULATION SPECIALIST  Cody Leitholt

About us
John and Jennifer Garrett began Community 

Impact Newspaper in 2005 in Pflugerville, Texas. 
The company’s mission is to build communities of 
informed citizens and thriving businesses through 

the collaboration of a passionate team. Now, with 18 
markets in the Austin, Houston and Dallas/Fort Worth 

metro areas, the paper is distributed to over  
1.3 million homes and businesses.

Contact us
16225 Impact Way, Ste. 1

Pflugerville, TX 78660 • 512-989-6808
impactnews.com

PRESS RELEASES  ctanews@impactnews.com
ADVERTISING  ctaads@impactnews.com

COMMENTS  ctafeedback@impactnews.com
SUBSCRIPTIONS  impactnews.com/subscriptions

© 2015 COMMUNITY IMPACT LICENSING LLC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. NO REPRODUCTION OF ANY 
PORTION OF THIS ISSUE IS ALLOWED WITHOUT WRITTEN PERMISSION FROM THE PUBLISHER.

Deeda Payton Lovett
GENERAL MANAGER

dlovett@impactnews.com

FROM THE GENERAL MANAGER
The Austin City Limits 

Music Festival brought my 
husband and me to this 
city for the very first time. 

Like a fool I thought 
I could reserve a hotel 
room downtown a 
couple of months before 
ACL. I quickly learned 
not only was that impos-
sible, but I also might 
not have even been able 
to find an affordable 
room in city limits. 

We thought we hit the jackpot when we got a motel 
room off I-35 for $250 per night. That weekend I heard 
Pearl Jam perform live for the first time and learned an 
expensive lesson—I was not the only person trying to 
visit Austin. 

One of this issue’s Page 1 stories describes the high 
demand for Austin lodging and how fast the city’s 

hospitality industry is growing. A 2014 hotel analysis 
shows at least seven out of every 10 Austin hotel rooms 
were booked, on average, each night last year. While I am 
glad not to be the only one being told, “There’s no room 
at the inn,” I can see there is a need to build more inns. 

It seems nearly every corner downtown is under con-
struction. Nearly a dozen of those projects are hotels. 
The good news is this could bring down room rates for 
visiting friends and family. In a few years you may not 
need to worry about inflating an air mattress to accom-
modate your guests.

While construction noise may be drowning out Aus-
tin street musicians, I remember that music is what first 
brought me here to visit. I have no doubt music will also 
help fill the new hotels when their doors begin opening 
during the next two years. We are, after all, the “Live 
Music Capital of the World.” 

TOP 10 MOST-READ WEB STORIES OF 2014

1   “Torchy’s Tacos to reveal new look at South 
Congress location” 
—Posted June 11

2                                    “Austin targets PGA-quality golf course” 
—Posted Sept. 10

3                                    “New distracted driving ordinance starts Jan. 1” 
—Posted Dec. 17

4                                   
 

“Austin releases research on tiny homes” 
—Posted Oct. 14

5                                   
 

“Austin benefits from multiple providers of gigabit-
level Internet service” 
—Posted March 26

6                                   
 “LCRA proceeds with new reservoir, revised water 

management plan” 
—Posted Sept. 17

7                                   
 “Macro problem, micro solution” 

—Posted Sept. 24

8                                   
 “P. Terry’s to open downtown Austin location”  

—Posted Aug. 5

9                                   
 

“Upgrades anticipated for Austin-area Time Warner 
Cable customers” 
—Posted Aug. 5

10                                   
 

“Austin’s urban rail plan could cost $1.4 billion” 
—Posted May 21

Results from impactnews.com/cta collected 1/1/14–12/31/14

COMMUNITY FEEDBACK
TAKE THE POLL

LAST MONTH’S POLL RESULTS

What might be the biggest benefit 
to the meeting reform proposed by 
Austin City Council?

  Take the poll online at impactnews.com/cta-poll.

What steps do you intend on taking to 
comply with Austin’s new hands-free 
ordinance while driving?

  53.64%                                            Use existing resources 
with no intention of upgrading devices or products

  27.27%           Buy new products to come into 
compliance with the new law 

  19.09%   Play it by ear and see how strictly the new 
law is enforced 

Results from an unscientific Web survey collected 12/19/14–1/23/15

A front-page story in the December issue warned Central 
Austin motorists about the city’s pending hands-free ordi-
nance that prohibits the hand-held use of electronic devices 
while driving.

2015 Forester 2.5i 
6MT

$279mo. 
$0 down payment

2015 S60 T5 
Drive FWD Premier 

$299mo. 
for 36 mos.

Roger Beasley Volvo of georgetown volvogeorgetown.com

With approved credit. Dealer contribution may a� ect � nal negotiated price. 42 mo lease, � rst month payment total due at inception, no sec. dep. required, 
42 monthly pymts of $279, � nal pymt/ residual = $13, 152. Based on 10k mi. / yr with $.15 per mi. excess charge. MSRP $23,486. Stk# Z11118.

$2,979 cash due at signing. No security deposit required. Monthly payment of $299, based on $38,600 MSRP of 2015.5 S60 T5 Drive-E FWD Premier with Heated Seats and Metallic Paint, 
includes destination charge and application of $1,250 Volvo Allowance and $250 Lease Bonus. Lessee is responsible for excess wear and mileage over 10,000 miles/year at $0.25 / mile. 

Take new retail delivery from dealer stock between January 3, 2015 and February 2, 2015.

Subaru of georgetown subarugeorgetown.com

Roger Beasley Volvo of Georgetown 7501 South IH 35 • Georgetown • (888) 523-1363
Roger Beasley Volvo of Austin 6375 East Highway 290 • Austin • (888) 543-7193

Subaru of Georgetown • 7501 S IH 35 • Georgetown • (888) 694-7819

0.9% APR Financing available WAC for 48 mos

2015 S60 T5 
Drive FWD Premier 

mo. 

volvogeorgetown.com

$2,979 cash due at signing. No security deposit required. Monthly payment of $299, based on $38,600 MSRP of 2015.5 S60 T5 Drive-E FWD Premier with Heated Seats and Metallic Paint, 

Roger Beasley Volvo of Georgetown 7501 South IH 35 • Georgetown • (888) 523-1363
Roger Beasley Volvo of Austin 6375 East Highway 290 • Austin • (888) 543-7193

0.9% APR Financing available WAC for 48 mos
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open next door at 603 Sabine St. The 
pub will serve 30 craft brews and an 
upscale pub menu. 512-222-6964. www.
wallerballroom.com

5  L7 Salon, 215 S. Lamar Blvd., opened 
its second location Jan. 13. Owner Randy 
Rankin opened the first salon location 
off Guadalupe Street four years ago. 
Full-service haircuts, stylings and color 
appointments can be made with trained 
stylists. The salon also carries the Smith  
& Cult nail lacquer line for purchase.  
512-469-5851. www.l7salon.com

6  Lammes Candies, which celebrates its 
130th anniversary in 2015, opened its fifth 
location Dec. 19 at 2927A W. Anderson 
Lane next door to Bright Beginnings 
children’s clothing store. The candy 
company was founded in 1885 and is still 
family-owned. Lammes Candies is known 
for its signature candies such as the Texas 
Chewie pecan praline. 512-645-2960. 
www.lammes.com

7  A downtown food truck chef is serving 
authentic Italian dishes at his first brick-
and-mortar location. Lucky’s Puccias 
& Pizzeria, 1611 W. Fifth St., opened a 
1,700-square-foot space Jan. 9. Customers 
can order customized pizzas, sandwiches, 
desserts, beer and wine. The pizzas and 
puccia sandwiches are made in a custom 
wood-fired oven that pays homage to 
owner Lucky Sibilla’s southern Italian 
roots and his love of bread-making.  
512-739-8785. www.luckyspuccias.com 

8  Austinites can now try a new unique 
workout at City Surf Fitness, 1500 S. 
Lamar Blvd. The fitness studio, open 
since Jan. 12 and run by owner Andrew 
Heller, offers clients a variety of classes 
that utilize the SURFSET board to obtain 
better balance and strengthen muscles. 
The first City Surf Fitness studio opened 
in Dallas to encourage active lifestyles 
and bring a part of beach life to the city. 
512-567-33177. www.citysurffitness.com 

9  A software and technology company 
that helps service providers place bids 

Central Austin

Now Open

1  Two yoga enthusiasts started 2015 
by introducing Austin to a form of yoga 
popular in Canada at their new business 
Modo Yoga Austin. The studio, located 
at 7010 Easy Wind Drive, Ste. 130, in 
the Midtown Commons complex next 
to Crestview Station, opened Jan. 1. 
Owners Meghan McCracken and Gillian 
Brockett said the Modo yoga practice 
focuses on spinal health, joint health and 
alignment ,with classes lasting 60 to 90 
minutes in a heated room. 512-383-5693. 
http://austin.modoyoga.com 

2  A popular food truck has opened 
its second brick-and-mortar location. 
Gourdough’s Public House, 209 
W. Fifth St., opened Dec. 28 serving 
cocktails Friday and Saturday. The 
business will host its grand opening Feb. 
13 and begin serving donut sandwiches, 
burgers and entrees. 512-912-9070.  
www.gourdoughspub.com

3  Car-sharing and rental service 
FlightCar now operates in Austin, 
expanding upon the company’s initial 
launch in San Francisco nearly two years 
ago. The company began operations in 
Austin on Dec. 17, allowing travelers to 
drop off their cars at 7601 E. Ben White 
Blvd., free of parking charge and receive a 
ride to the airport. In exchange, the car is 
rented out to travelers visiting Austin. Co-
founder Kevin Petrovic said the service is 
great for drivers who want to park for free 
and come home to a freshly washed and 
vacuumed car. 844-435-8227.  
www.flightcar.com

4  A new private event space opened 
Jan. 15 in downtown Austin. The Waller 
Ballroom, 700 E. Sixth St., can host 
rehearsal dinners, weddings, corporate 
meetings and other events. Booking has 
already started for the space with spots 
available up to 18 months in advance. 
About six weeks after the ballroom’s 
opening, Waller Creek Pub House will 
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Family Dentistry with emphasis on 
IMPLANTS, IV SEDATION, 

SPECIAL NEEDS AND COSMETICS.

 $149
FULL ADULT EXAM

Full exam & full series of 
radiographs. Value $265.

$99
FULL CHILD EXAM 

X-Rays and Cleaning with 
Fluoride Treatment. Value $266.

Dennis P. Goehring, D.D.S., P.A. 

Performed a 2 year residency in advanced 
General Dentistry  & Hospital Dentistry

3421 W. William Cannon Dr.
Suite 141, Austin

MoPac

B
ro

d
ie
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n.

W. William Cannon Dr.

Residency program not recognized as 
a specialty area by the ADA.

All services provided by a General Dentist.
Man-made roots and teeth using Dental 
Implants completed from start-to-fi nish.

IV sedation by licensed and certifi ed staff.

(512) 892-8822
Maudie’s TEX-MEX @MaudiesTXMexWWW.MAUDIES.COM

A MEAL THAT FITS YOUR BELT AND  YOUR WALLET

E. Riverside Dr.

E. Ben White Blvd
.

183

71

3

MoPac
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Compiled by Jennifer Curington

Modo Yoga Austin hosts an evening class for  
students who wish to learn more about the art form.

The food trailer inside Gordough’s Public House 
will begin serving meals in February. 

The Green Water Treatment Plant will be redevel-
oped to become a 29-story mixed-use project.

PK Acupuncture and Wellness has expanded and 
relocated with new rooms available for treatment.

News or questions about Impacts or Central Austin news? 
Email ctanews@impactnews.com.
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on government projects and supply 
requests is now headquartered in Austin. 
BidPrime moved to its first headquarters 
at 1301 N. I-35, Ste. 101, on Nov. 15 
The company expects to hire about 12 
engineers in the near future to help with 
operations. 888-808-5356.  
www.bidprime.com

Coming Soon

10  L.A. Fitness will open its second 
Austin location at 2020 W. Anderson 
Lane March 1. The gym offers its 
members free weights and fitness classes 
in a new 41,000-square-foot space. 
Manager Rob Dietrich said the gym 
also includes a racquetball court, heated 
Olympic-size swimming pool, jacuzzi, 
private saunas for men and women, a 
kid’s club, children services and a juice 
bar. 512-831-3393. www.lafitness.com

11  The second phase of the Green Water 
Treatment Plant redevelopment project 
will be led by Trammell Crow Company 
and Principal Real Estate Investors. The 
project currently goes by its address, 
500 W. Second St., and construction has 
already started to convert the space to  
a mixed-use site with retail and restaurant 
operations on the bottom floor and office 
spaces above. The 29-story building will 
include 14 levels of parking. Construction 
is scheduled to be completed in early 2017. 
www.trammellcrow.com

12  A new downtown Austin restaurant will 
tout a traditional Chinese menu along with 
weekend servings of dim sum. Wu Chow, 
500 W. Fifth St., is scheduled to open this 
winter on the ground floor of the new IBC 
Bank building, but an exact opening date 
has not yet been set. General Manager C.K. 
Chin said Wu Chow will draw inspiration 
for its menu from dishes he grew up eating. 
512-842-8200. www.wuchowaustin.com

13  Three new dining concepts within 
the JW Marriott Austin hotel, 110 E. 
Second St., will debut Feb. 13 at the same 
time as the 1,012-room hotel. Texas-
inspired cuisine will highlight the menu 

for Corner, a new restaurant led by chef 
Jennifer Etzkin. Osteria Pronto will 
serve Italian dishes with a twist from 
chef Gilberto Ramirez. Also, Burger Bar 
on Congress will offer burgers, fries and 
shakes with a food-truck atmosphere. 
512-474-4777. www.jwmarriotaustin.com

14  After practicing in Pflugerville for 
one year and serving nursing homes in 
the Austin area, Dr. Brad Buckingham is 
opening his first dental practice in Austin. 
Buckingham Dental, 6800 Burnet Road, 
Ste. 5, will begin seeing patients Feb. 19 and 
offers full-scale dental procedures, such as 
fillings, crowns, dentures, routine exams, 
X-rays and root canals. Patients can also 
purchase Invisalign to straighten their teeth. 
512-527-3294. www.buckinghamdental.com

Relocations

15  PK Acupuncture and Wellness 
reopened Jan. 2 at 1011 W. 11th St. from 
its previous location in the Clarksville 
Historic District. Owner Phyllis Kung 
is also expanding her practice by 
partnering with her sister Debbie Kung 
of Kung Acupuncture. The sisters will 
offer acupuncture and treatment for 
sports injuries, digestive disorders, skin 
disorders and other forms of chronic 
pain. 512-650-8880. www.pkwellness.com

16  The West Koenig Lane property where 
Wonder Years Infant Center & Preschool 
operated is being sold, requiring Wonder 
Years care center to relocate to 4804 Grover 
Ave. Executive Director Davida Clary 
said the new location  should be open by 
Jan. 26, with an open house tentatively 
scheduled for April 18. 855-900-1337.  
www.wonderyearsprek.com

17  Hey Gorgeous Waxing and Skin 
Studio relocated in late October from 
its former location at 42nd Street and 
North Lamar Boulevard to 1902 Koenig 
Lane. The business offers waxing, facials, 
chemical peels and dermaplaning. Owner 
Aimee Pickett Hookstra said she and co-
owner Tiffany Olson Moorman needed 
more space. The new location allows 

three private rooms whereas the previous 
location only offered one. 512-578-8712. 
www.heygorgeousaustin.com

18  Needing more space after four years in 
the same building, Pink Flamenco Dance 
Studio has moved from Cedar Avenue in 
East Austin to 1736 W. Anderson Lane. 
Artistic Director Genevieve Guinn will 
open the new location Feb. 2 and continue 
to offer classes for toddlers, children and 
beginners. The space will also be available 
to rent. www.pinkflamencodance.com 

Renovations

19  The lobby and second floor of the 100 
Congress building in downtown Austin 
were closed for renovations from October 
2013 to November 2014. The upgraded 
space was unveiled Jan. 15, with the 
changes garnering LEED certification, 
which recognizes buildings that include 
energy efficient and sustainable features. 
The lobby has more natural light and 
modern touches to create a more open 
space. 512-322-3200. www.100congress.net

Closings

20  Playspace Hot Lava Obstacle Course, 
8303 Burnet Road, Ste. 4, closed Dec. 10. 
The business closed to allow the owners to 
pursue a new space with a slightly different 
concept. Owners Ben and Kate Broussard 
said they are saddened to close the 
recreational space, but are looking forward 
to new projects on the horizon. The Hot 
Lava website and Facebook page will 
provide updates on those projects as they 
develop.  www.hotlavaobstaclecourse.com

In the News

21  Shake Shack on Dec. 29 filed to 
become a publicly traded company. Shake 
Shack has 63 restaurants worldwide and is 
set to open its first Austin location at 1100 
S. Lamar Blvd., Ste. 2100, in mid-2015 
due to construction delays that pushed 
back the late January target opening date. 
Shake Shack also plans to open a location 
at The Domain. www.shakeshack.com

24/7 EMERGENCY CARE WITHOUT THE WAIT

• Board Certified ER 
Physicians 

• CT, Ultrasound & 
X-ray On-Site 

• Pediatric Friendly
• Open 24/7/365www.austiner.com
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3563 Far West 
Ste. 110
Austin TX, 78731
512-481-2321

4015 South Lamar  
Austin TX, 78704   
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CVS



Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com8  NEWS

Chances are we already  
know you and your kiddo.

No one knows you better. You trusted us to care for you 

during labor, delivery and your baby’s NICU stay. You can now trust us 

to care for your child. Have comfort in knowing that if you should need 

a hospital, we have a dedicated pediatric ER and access to experts in 

pediatric care available to you. She is the center of your world, and we 

promise she will be the center of ours. 

stdavids.com/kids

St. David’s Children’s Hospital is located at
St. David’s North Austin Medical Center (South Entrance)
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IMPACTS

East Austin

Now Open

1  Mixed-use building Corazon, 
1000 E. Fifth St., opened Dec. 10 and 
has already welcomed more than a 
dozen residents into Phase 1 of the 
development, which includes 89 
apartments. The second and third 
phases of the project are expected to 
be complete by Feb. 1 and March 1, 
respectively. 512-479-3278.  
www.corazonatx.com

2  Commuters and competitive bike 
riders can now take their bicycles to 
Bike Haus, 1000 E. Fifth St., Ste. 106, for 
service. The bike shop features a selection 
of commuter, professional road and 
mountain biking  goods for purchase. 
Owner Eric Hess said the store, which 
opened Dec. 20, is committed to providing 
world-class service to every customer.  
512-645-0188. www.bikehaus.cc  

3  Dr. Adrian Bernal opened East 
Austin Dental on Dec. 16. His office, 
located at 1000 E. Fifth St., Ste. 110, 
offers general dental services such as 
cleanings, cosmetic services and in-
house whitening. Bernal is also trained  
in extractions. 512-499-0067.  
www.eastaustindental.com

Compiled by Jennifer CuringtonIMPACTS

4  The former home of Tejano bar El 
Leon is now the new home of Stay Gold. 
The new bar at 1910 E. Cesar Chavez St. 
opened Jan. 21 serving seasonal cocktails 
along with wine and beer. The grand 
opening celebration will take place Jan. 30. 
www.staygoldaustin.com

Coming Soon

5  Two sisters have teamed up to put a 
liquid nitrogen kick into ice cream scoops. 
Ashley and Christina Cheng expect to 
open Spun Ice Cream, 1912 E. Seventh St., 
in late March. The owners said using liquid 
nitrogen that is five times colder than 
Barton Springs water helps the ice cream 
become creamier and smoother.  
www.facebook.com/spunicecream

News or questions about Impacts or East Austin news? 
Email ctanews@impactnews.com.

Sisters Ashley (left) and Christina Cheng expect to 
open Spun Ice Cream in late March. 
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3307 Northland Drive, Suite 230 • Austin, TX 
(At the corner of MoPac and RM 2222)

512.388.2220 
 www.northlanddentalstudio.com

Dr Angelica Holt

Dr Katie Hadden

Your home for compassionate dental care

Expires: 2/28/15 Expires: 2/28/15

Complimentary 
INVISALIGN 
Consultation

Complimentary 
DENTAL IMPLANT 

Consultation

Start the 
New Year with 

the Smile 
You Have 

Always Wanted!

Friday 
Appointments 

Available
TOSS YOUR OLD SHOES 

IN OUR ‘DUNK YOUR 
KICKS’ DONATION BIN 
AND RECEIVE $10 OFF 
A NEW PAIR OF SHOES 
FROM READY TO RUN!

WWW.READYTORUNTEXAS.COM
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AT THE CAPITOL
News from the 84th Texas Legislature

SEN. KIRK WATSON • DISTRICT 14 SEN. JUDITH ZAFFIRINI • DISTRICT 21

D-Austin

Elected: 2006

512-463-0114

kirk.watson@
senate.state.tx.us

D-Laredo

Elected: 1987

512-463-0121

judith.zaffirini@
senate.state.tx.us

Top 3 priorities: 
• Improve property 

tax fairness and 
affordability for 
homeowners by 
closing loopholes 
in the property 
appraisal system 
and increasing the school homestead 
exemption to $25,000.

• Begin to repair the state’s broken school 
finance system, such as a transportation 
allotment that has not been changed 
since 1984.

• Ensure budget transparency and 
honesty by reducing the reliance on 
taxes and fees that are raised for one 
purpose but never spent.

Top 3 priorities: 
• Improve 

opportunities 
for higher 
education and 
early childhood 
education.

• Improve health 
and human 
services in general, with a focus on the 
young, the old, the poor and people 
with disabilities.

• Deal with the issues related to the 
Eagle Ford Shale, including repairing 
damaged roads, protecting the 
environment and enhancing public 
safety.

MEET YOUR STATE LEGISLATORS FOR CENTRAL AUSTIN 

35

35

10
10183

290 181

Bastrop

San 
Antonio

Laredo

Taylor

Austin

Corpus 
Christi

REP. DAWNNA DUKES • DISTRICT 46

D-Austin

Elected: 1994

512-463-0506

dawnna.dukes@house.state.tx.us

Top 3 priorities: 
• Health and human services—Dukes 

chaired the Select Committee on Child 
Protection, which released a report in 
early December.

• Education
• Public safety

290
35

130
TOLL

Manor

Austin

Pflugerville

REP. DONNA HOWARD • DISTRICT 48

D-Austin

Elected: 2006

512-463-0631

donna.howard@house.state.tx.us
Top 3 priorities: 
• Focus on the budget, transparency and 

ensure honesty with what the budget 
does and does not contain.

• Address some tweaks to current law to 
help local school districts with school 
finances.

• Manage health care resources with the 
new medical school. There is a need for 
more residency slots as well as other 
health care workers and improving 
access to health care for residents.

290

35
2244

620

1

West 
Lake 
Hills

Austin

REP. ELLIOTT NAISHTAT • DISTRICT 49 REP. EDDIE RODRIGUEZ • DISTRICT 51

D-Austin

Elected: 1990

512-463-0668

elliott.naishtat@house.state.tx.us

D-Austin

Elected: 2002

512-463-0674

eddie.rodriguez@
house.state.tx.us

Top 3 priorities: 
• Create an affirmative defense for 

patients who are recommended 
medicinal marijuana by a doctor, 
essentially protecting users who can 
prove a medical condition to a judge.

• Authorize schools in the University of 
Texas and Texas A&M University systems 
to offer domestic partner benefits.

• Negotiate a Texas-specific Medicaid 
plan that utilizes federal government 
money to expand health insurance 
coverage for low-income state residents.

Top 3 priorities: 
• Enable 

municipalities to 
provide property 
tax relief through 
a flat-dollar tax 
reduction similar 
to a flat-tax 
homestead exemption and review overall 
appraisal process.

• Review the state’s economic incentive 
efforts so they may be more streamlined 
and transparent to allow citizens to see 
any return on those investments.

• Pass legislation that encourages public 
school districts to better prepare students 
for the workforce upon graduation.35

35
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Austin

Creedmoor

West 
Lake 
Hills
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Debbie McCulloch, Texas Oncology Patient

You don’t have to travel to get the cancer-fi ghting treatment 

you need. Texas Oncology has more than 375 physicians 

who bring leading-edge technology and research to more 

than 150 locations across Texas, so you can fi ght cancer 

with your loved ones by your side.

FIGHT CANCER
without going too far from home.

AUSTIN  •  BASTROP  •  CEDAR PARK

HARKER HEIGHTS  •  KYLE  •  LAKEWAY

MARBLE FALLS  •  ROUND ROCK

SAN MARCOS  •  SMITHVILLE

1-888-864-4226  •  www.TexasOncology.com/Austin
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AT THE CAPITOL
News from the 84th Texas Legislature

Session to usher in new leadership, large projects
By Karen Brooks Harper
AUSTIN Call it a session of big projects—
with the potential for some big fights. 

Lawmakers convened Jan. 13 for the 84th 
Texas Legislature, and they did so with a 
host of new state leaders and what may be 
the most conservative group of lawmakers 
the state has seen in decades.

Statewide issues, such as transportation 
infrastructure, water management, prop-
erty taxes and public education, loom large. 
In addition, an upwardly mobile revenue 
number means more money for the state 
budget than in recent years—and more 
fights over who gets the cash. 

“Every dollar of government spending 
has a constituency,” said James Quintero, 
director of the Texas Public Policy Founda-
tion’s Center for Local Governance.

Some Texas Republicans, emboldened 
by strong victories both nationwide and at 
home on Election Day, are also bringing 
with them some of the most divisive issues 
on the table: gay 
rights, immigration 
and border security, 
and gun control.

State Republicans 
are in a strong posi-
tion to pass their 
priorities but are by 
no means immune to 
a Democratic Party 
ready to play defense.

“We cannot look at the overwhelming 
victory as a mandate to do nothing,” said 
Steve Munisteri, chairman of the Republi-
can Party of Texas. “We need to take care 
of these things.”

Democrats said they are prepared to  
do battle. 

“You’re still seeing some folks working 
together because Republicans don’t have 
a supermajority,” said Emmanuel Garcia, 
former Texas Democratic Party commu-
nications director who stepped down in 
December. “The minority can still hold  
a position.” 

A defining characteristic of the 84th leg-
islative session is that Texas will have a new 
governor and new lieutenant governor for 
the first time in more than a decade. 

Gov. Greg Abbott and Lt. Gov. Dan 
Patrick are both conservative Republicans 
ready to make a strong impression early on.

“All eyes are on them,” Munisteri said.
After backsliding in the 2012 elections, 

Texas Republicans regained a few seats in 
both chambers in November. As of Jan. 
23, the House has 96 Republicans and 51 
Democrats. The Senate has 20 Republicans 
and 10 Democrats. Runoffs from Janu-
ary special elections will decide who fills 
three open House seats and one open 
Senate seat.

Growth issues 
Ranking third nationwide in state 

population growth rate by the U.S. Census 
Bureau in 2013, Texas has many large-scale 
issues facing it. 

“We have the high-
est rate of uninsured 
people in the country, 
and we are tied with 
California for the larg-
est number of adults 
who lack a high school 
degree. Those are just 
two [issues],” said 
Ann Beeson, execu-

tive director of the Center for Public Policy 
Priorities, a progressive Austin think tank. 

Lawmakers in 2013 secured voter 
approval of $2 billion in loan funds for 
water plans but will continue to seek con-
servation on privately owned lands, among 
other issues. 

The need for better road maintenance 
and new highway construction is expected 
to spark numerous plans to redirect and 
raise funds.

Texas ranks 15th highest among states in 
per capita property taxes, and relief is a top 
priority for conservative groups.

“We really want to focus on how much 

[property taxes impact] families at the din-
ner table,” Quintero said.

With nearly 5 million children in the 
public school system, education remains at 
or near the top of priority lists all along the 
political spectrum. 

Among the fights expected in the session 
is the battle over school choice, a system in 
which the state subsidizes—through vouch-
ers, tax credits or similar plans—private 
and parochial schools. 

Those plans top the list of education 
priorities for Patrick, who said that allow-
ing parents to choose private or religious 
schools allows them the opportunity to 
find the best education for their children. 

Opponents believe such programs nega-
tively affect the children who stay in public 
schools and focus state resources in the 
wrong place.

“They’re a scheme to defund public edu-
cation and funnel it into private schools,” 
said Jose Medina, deputy communications 
director of the Texas Freedom Network, 
which advocates for public education.

Social divide
Republicans have filed bills that would 

allow Texans to openly carry weapons, 
fire gay employees or refuse gay custom-
ers and would also repeal the DREAM 
Act, which allows undocumented stu-
dents to pay in-state college tuition and 
pursue citizenship. 

In previous sessions, similar bills have 
divided the chambers and taken up days 
and weeks of debate, pushed off budget 
passage and otherwise derailed sessions. 

Democrats, who have filed their own 
social bills, including a repeal of the gay 
marriage ban, said those types of fights 
siphon the energy and goodwill needed to 
address the most urgent issues. 

“Any time that is spent in a 140-day leg-
islative session distracted with these sorts 
of issues gets away from doing what Texas 
actually needs, which is to prepare for its 
growth,” Garcia said.

NEW TEXAS GOVERNOR

Greg Abbott

Party: Republican

Elected: Nov. 4, 2014

512-463-2000

https://governor.
state.tx.us/contact

Greg Abbott came into statewide office during a 
Republican sweep in the 2002 elections, becom-
ing only the second Republican to hold the attorney 
general’s office since Reconstruction some 130 years 
before. He came in as part of a historic GOP takeover 
of the Capitol and a new era in Texas politics. 

Several political battles have marked his career, 
including a lawsuit to allow the Ten Commandments 
to be displayed on Capitol grounds, his defense of 
the state’s voter ID law and his determination to sue 
President Barack Obama over a recent executive 
order on immigration.

In November, Abbott defeated Sen. Wendy Davis, 
D-Fort Worth, in a campaign that garnered interna-
tional attention. During the race, Abbott promised to 
improve public education, prioritize border security 
funding and fund transportation projects. 

Abbott is married to Cecilia Phalen Abbott, who 
becomes the first Latina first lady of Texas. Abbott 
and his wife have one daughter, Audrey.

“We cannot look at 
the overwhelming 
victory as a mandate 
to do nothing.”

—Steve Munisteri, executive director of the 
Republican Party of Texas

WANT MORE TEXAS LEGISLATURE COVERAGE? 

Follow us on Twitter @impactnews_cta and search for 
#CITxLege or visit communityimpact.com

TEXAS LEGISLATURE BY THE NUMBERS

SENATORS  31 members  |  4-year terms

REPRESENTATIVES  150 members  |  2-year terms

84th Texas Legislature*
Senate House

SENATE 
district 

population: 
547,952

IDEAL
HOUSE  

district 
population:
 113,243

Session 
begins

JAN 

13

Session 
ends

JUN 

01

5,909
bills 
passed 

10,630 
bills filed
during 83rd 
Legislative 
Session

Out of

65% Republican 64%

32% Democrat 34%

Sources: www.senate.state.tx.us, www.house.state.tx.us,  
www.capitol.state.tx.us, www.tspb.state.tx.us, www.lrl.state.tx.us

3% 
Open

2% 
Open

*As of Jan. 23

Dr. Sule is Board Certified by the American Board of Pediatrics. She has over 6 years experience in 
Pediatric Medicine, having worked in children’s clinics and as a Labor and Deliver hospitalist. Dr. Sule 
is ready to care for you and your family. 

The Right Care, At the Right Time, At the Right Place

CommUnityCare at William Cannon would like to 
welcome our newest 

Pediatric Physician - Dr. Aditi J. Sule.

Communitycare at William Cannon Is happy to provide your child with the following services:

• Well Child Checks
• Same Day Sick Visits

To schedule an appointment, call (512) 978-9015

• Sports Physicals
• Immunizations
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1522 South Congress Ave. Austin, TX 78704 • 512-447-1413 • www.allensboots.com

10010134 34824 34770

15702 10010971 10005908

1522 South Congress Ave. Austin, TX 78704 • 512-447-1413 • www.allensboots.com

 Free Gift With Purchase

Must present coupon. While supplies last. 
Expires 2/25/15

Men’s

Women’s
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Ride-sharing companies now legal
Taxi company: Regulations 
should be enforced equally

By Jennifer Curington 
Ride-sharing companies, such as 

Uber and Lyft, have operated legally 
in Austin under a temporary agree-
ment since late November. 

These companies, also called 
transportation network companies, or 
TNCs, have gained popularity in other 
states by providing an alternative 
to traditional taxi service. Existing 
Austin cab companies have criticized 
the new services for violating city 
ordinances and permit requirements 
for their respective services.

Yellow Cab Austin President Ed 
Kargbo said he is not against TNCs; 
however, his company and other 
Austin cab companies are against 
unequal regulations. 

“There are some inherent advan-
tages for the TNCs that make their 
operations advantageous over taxis,” 

Kargbo said. 
Two such advantages, Kargbo said, 

are that TNCs do not have to provide 
handicap-accessible vehicles or endure 
city- or state-led background checks 
on drivers, instead opting for faster 
third-party verifications. Also, taxis 
cannot give free rides during popular 
events the same way Uber did during 
the two-weekend Austin City Limits 
Music Festival because taxi meters 
and fares cannot change without 
approval from city government. 

Uber and Lyft, on the other hand, 
have come under fire for increasing 
prices during peak demand periods. 
Uber responded Jan. 8 by announc-
ing a 25 percent price cut to encour-
age more people to try the service 
and encourage more drivers to sign 
up, Uber spokeswoman Debbee Han-
cock said. 

Chris Nakutis, general manager 
for Uber in Texas, said his company 
is happy with the conditions set in 
the temporary agreement approved 

late last year, with hopes the regula-
tions can soon become permanent. 
He also said ridership has continued 
to increase since first launching in 
Austin in early 2014. 

The agreement TNCs made with 
Austin is valid for one year but is up 
for review in April. Kargbo said he 

intends to continue the discussion 
with the new City Council members 
about putting taxis and TNCs on an 
equal playing field.

Austin continues targeting new pro sports

Find related stories at impactnews.com. Search

TNCs, Uber, Lyft, ride-sharing companies
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Former Councilman Chris Riley (center) helps lead a rally in October in support of TNCs.

Aztex moving up soccer ladder
The pursuit to bring Major League Soccer 

to Austin also advanced in 2014, with the 
Austin Aztex upgrading one tier from the 
Premier Development League to the United 
Soccer Leagues Pro Division, which is two 
levels below MLS. The Aztex will also part-
ner with the Columbus Crew, an MLS club, 
and receive four pro players, Aztex team 
spokesman Jeffrey Burns said.

“It’s very cool to become a partner of 
a team that had the first soccer-specific 
stadium built while we’re trying to bring a 
municipal stadium to the city,” Burns said.

Before the Aztex season opener in March, 
the team on Feb. 13–15 will host the ATX 
Pro Challenge, a four-team tournament that 
matches the Aztex with MLS clubs Colum-
bus Crew, FC Dallas and D.C. United.

“This is the biggest professional soccer 
tournament in the city’s history,” Burns said. 
“It’s not only an event to show the city pro 
soccer, but it’s also an opportunity to leave a 
good impression of the city of Austin to the 
Major League Soccer clubs coming to town.”

The Aztex organization hopes to build the 
club’s fanbase in hopes of establishing an MLS 
team in Austin by 2020—the year the pro soc-
cer league stated it hopes to reach 24 teams. 

“We know Austin is a market that MLS 
believes in,” Burns said. “It’s a good fit that 
we’re trying to make sure happens.”

By Joe Lanane 
Water concerns last year delayed any city 

decision on whether to allow a proposed pro-
quality golf course facility to be built in East 
Austin, but the project’s developers said they 
remain optimistic about gaining approval.

Many of the water-related issues raised 
last November have since been addressed, 
said Warren Hayes of Decker Lake Golf LLC, 
the group seeking to develop golf courses on 
Walter E. Long Metropolitan Park land. 

“The only water I want to use is water 
3,000 feet underground,” said Hayes, refer-
ring to water from the Trinity Aquifer, which 
he claims would cost about $1 million to tap 
into—preventing the project from using city 
of Austin or Highland Lakes water.

The pending city contract calls on the 
project to use reclaimed water or any other 
water source approved by City Council. 
The new 11-member council is expected to 
take up the contract at its Feb. 26 meeting, 
although the item may be postponed, said 
Kevin Gomillion, golf division manager for 
the city’s Parks and Recreation Department. 
If the project is approved, the Parks and Rec-
reation Department would receive a portion 
of the revenue each year. Any delay to the 
contract approval could prevent a planned 
PGA Tour event from coming to Austin, 
Gomillion and Hayes agreed, although nei-
ther could reveal the exact event. 

“The timeline is there, and it’s very real,” 
Hayes said. “These events don’t come avail-
able very often, and if you miss one, it could 
be years before it becomes available again.”

PROPOSED PRO-QUALITY GOLF 
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The Austin Aztex will play 14 regular-season contests at House Park, an 
Austin ISD facility, between March and October. There will also be a beer 
garden this year in an adjacent property that connects to the stadium.

The ATX Pro Challenge, a four-team preseason soccer tournament featuring 
the Austin Aztex, will take place Feb. 13–15. Ticket prices vary between 
$20–$40 per game and $40–$60 for the full weekend.

House Park,
1301 Shoal Creek Blvd.
www.austinaztex.com

Mike A. Myers Stadium,
707 Clyde Littlefield Drive
www.atxprochallenge.com
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pro sports, Decker Lake Golf LLC, Austin Aztex
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Austin City Council on Feb. 26 is set 
to consider approving a contract to 
build a pro-quality golf course facility 
at Walter E. Long Metropolitan Park 
in East Austin. The course could 
someday host a PGA Tour event. 
The event could be international in 
nature, said Kevin Gomillion, Parks 
and Recreation Department golf 
division manager, due largely to the 
city’s success hosting the Formula 1 
United States Grand Prix. 
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LCRA: Drought conditions still exist
Highland Lakes fail to refill despite strong 2014 rainfall

By Joe Lanane 
The city of Austin received above-

average rainfall in 2014, yet much of 
that water failed to stream into the 
Highland Lakes, the area’s primary 
water supply.

Last year marked the second-lowest 
year for inflows—new water flow-
ing into the reservoirs—since lakes 
Travis and Buchanan were created 
in 1942, according to the Lower 
Colorado River Authority, the agency 
tasked with managing the area’s 
water supply. Combined storage 
in the two lakes is around 700,000 
acre-feet as of Jan. 23, rising slightly 
thanks to some late January rainfall. 

LCRA is still hopeful an El Nino 
storm pattern will form by spring to 
help produce more rainfall, said John 
Hofmann, executive vice president 
of water. But for the fourth consecu-
tive year, LCRA is seeking emergency 
drought relief from the state, essen-
tially cutting off downstream agri-
cultural users from Highland Lakes 
water to help the reservoirs replenish.

That request seeks the same 
drought relief approved last year 
by the Texas Commission on 

Environmental Quality, the state 
agency that has final say on such 
issues. TCEQ may take up the 
request during its February meeting, 
according to spokeswoman Andrea 
Morrow. TCEQ also hosted a public 
meeting in early January to discuss 
LCRA’s proposed long-term water 
management plan, first submitted in 
2012 and resubmitted in 2014 based 
on input from the state agency. The 
WMP is still under technical review, 
Morrow said.

“Once that is completed, there 
will be another public meeting and 
then an opportunity to submit com-
ments,” Morrow said. “Then after the 
response to comments, the full com-
mission will determine whether to 
send [the plan] to the State Office of 
Administrative Hearings,” or SOAH, 
which handles contested hearings. 
Once any recommendation from 
SOAH is made, TCEQ commission-
ers will potentially take action on 
the proposed long-term plan, which 
dictates how Highland Lakes water 
is distributed throughout the lower 
Colorado River basin.

In the meantime LCRA plans to 

Lake Travis storage levels remain low despite late January rainfall. The Highland Lakes 
could soon benefit from a downstream reservoir that would help satisfy lower basin needs.
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LCRA, drought, water management plan

break ground in late January or Feb-
ruary on a new 90,000 acre-foot refill-
able reservoir in Wharton County 
near Matagorda Bay. That area 
typically receives twice the rainfall as 
Central Texas, Hofmann said, and the 
reservoir can be used to meet water 
demands in the lower basin that typi-
cally were satisfied using water from 
the Highland Lakes.

“So instead of having to make a 
release from Lake Travis, we’ll have 
the ability to make a [water] release 
from a reservoir literally one county 

up,” Hofmann said.
Every acre-foot of water released 

from the new reservoir, which should 
be ready by 2017, represents water that 
does not need to be removed from the 
Austin area—potentially helping to 
keep as much as 90,000 acre-feet of 
water in Central Texas each year. 

“In a sense, we’re putting water 
back in savings,” Hofmann said.



Central Austin Edition • January 2015 THE JANUARY ISSUE  15

Google Fiber nearing 
first sign-up deadline
Austin on verge in 2015 of having three 
1-gigabit-per-second Internet providers
By Joe Lanane 

Potential Google Fiber customers began signing 
up for the service in late 2014, the same time the 
high-speed Internet service provider debuted a new 
downtown showroom.

Residents in five South Austin fiberhoods—neigh-
borhood clusters eligible for Google Fiber—can 
sign up to receive the 1-gigabit-per-second Internet 
service. The first signup deadline occurs Jan. 29 in 
the Bluebonnet fiberhood, which includes the Barton 
Hills, Zilker and South Lamar neighborhoods. Poten-
tial customers in the Lady Bird Lake fiberhood, which 
includes the Barton Hills and Travis Heights neigh-
borhoods, have until March 12 to sign up.

Customer interest so far has been strong, said Mark 
Strama, head of Austin’s Google Fiber operation, with 
nearly all eligible fiberhoods meeting their minimum 
threshold for signups. Once a signup deadline has 
passed and signup goals have been met, installations 
begin soon after in that area, he said, although there is 
no exact timeline for when customers receive service.

“The reception to the product launch has been 
great,” Strama said. “And we know a lot of people 
in the city can’t sign up yet, but they’ve shown a 
strong sense of anticipation.”

Austin residents north of Lady Bird Lake who are 

not currently eligible for Google Fiber service can 
visit the company’s downtown showroom in the 
former Austin Children’s Museum building to test 
the high speeds and Google TV service.

Other providers increase speeds
Existing service providers also received favorable 

customer reactions to speed upgrades implemented 
in anticipation of the Google Fiber launch.

Pockets of Central Austin already have access to 
AT&T GigaPower service, which launched in late 
2013. By late last summer, all GigaPower customers 
were upgraded to 1-gigabit-per-second service, said 
Eric Boyer, AT&T U-Verse senior vice president.

“Our footprint has some overlap with Google 
Fiber, so we’re certainly anxious to see how custom-
ers respond,” Boyer said.

More neighborhoods will gain access to 
GigaPower in 2015, Boyer said, although he could 
not yet announce where. In addition the AT&T 
Center for Innovation, a downtown Austin working 
space connected to GigaPower services, will open in 
the first half of 2015, Boyer said.

Grande Communications, the first provider of 
gigabit-level speeds in Austin, expanded in Novem-
ber to include parts of West Campus, said Matt 
Rohre, general manager and senior vice president 
of operations, with more expansion anticipated in 
2015. Rohre said last year confirmed there is demand 
for these speeds, which are still being fully utilized 
through new technologies and other applications.

“People are making the shift to consume content 
however and whenever they want to,” Rohre said.

Longtime Austin service provider Time War-
ner Cable opted not to pursue 1 gigabit speeds and 

instead upgraded its six existing Internet pack-
ages. The fastest service is 300 megabits per second, 
spokeswoman Melissa Sorola said, and last fall Austin 
become TWC’s third MAXX market, a digital-only 
initiative that enhances video and Internet quality. 

Find related stories at impactnews.com. Search

Google Fiber, AT&T, Time Warner, Grande Communications 
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Young Women’s Leadership Academy
Bertha Sadler Means
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Young Men’s Leadership Academy

Love Austin. 
Change Austin. 
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Help Raise $7 Million for 500 
Nonprofits. March 5. 
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Improved customer service part 
of Austin Energy focus in 2015
Efforts to enact last year’s long-range plans also proceed

Capital Metro CEO: Focus shifts to 
MetroRail after rail bond defeat
State money to help fund upgrades to downtown rail station

By Jennifer Curington 
Austin Energy last year focused on 

proposed rate changes and efforts to 
become more energy-efficient, and 
the focus in 2015 is anticipated to shift 
toward improving customer service. 

Austin Energy General Manager 
Larry Weis in a staff memo Jan. 5 
declared “excellent customer service 
[is] on center stage” in 2015 when serv-
ing the agency’s 440,000 ratepayers. 

“One of the areas that I really want 
to emphasize for 2015 is to try and do 
the very best we can with customer 
service,” Weis said.

On Dec. 11, Austin City Council 
approved changes to the city-owned 
utility’s generation plan, or the 
timeline for future goals, after Austin 
Energy struck an agreement with the 
Lone Star Chapter of the Sierra Club, 
an Austin-based environmental advo-
cacy group. The agreement changes 
the deadlines for closing Decker Power 
Plant and adding more solar resources.

“I feel like there has been a lot of 
good progress [in the changes to the 
generation plan],” Weis said. “I still 

have concerns over affordability.”
Austin Energy cannot raise its rates 

annually more than 2 percent, an 
increase Weis said is likely to occur 
each year to ensure there is enough 
revenue for day-to-day operations. 

Austin Energy also proposed build-
ing a new natural gas plant that Weis 
said would help the agency meet its 
affordability goals. Although Austin 
intends to become a zero-carbon 
city by 2030, that does not necessar-
ily mean the natural gas plant would 
have to close by that time, Weis said. If 
enough measures were taken to miti-
gate the carbon emissions from the 
plant, it could then stay open, he said.

By Amy Denney 
Capital Metro is proceeding in 

2015 with planned upgrades to its 
MetroRail commuter line after voters 
defeated last November’s $1 billion 
urban rail and road bond.

“Because there were so many people 
running for council districts, [vot-
ers] didn’t see how it benefitted their 
neighborhoods or the district they lived 
in,” said Linda Watson, Capital Metro 
president and CEO, of the bond’s defeat.

Capital Metro has leftover funding 
that can be used to continue transit- 
planning efforts in the downtown 
Austin area. Watson said that money 
could be used to analyze new east-
west connections, identify new transit 
opportunities along the Guadalupe 
Street and Lavaca Street corridors and 
install additional stations.

On Jan. 15 the Texas Department 
of Transportation gave Capital Metro 
$50 million to help expand Metro-
Rail, which runs from downtown 
to Leander. That money—coupled 
with $11.3 million from the federal 
government and about $18 million of 

Capital Metro’s 
own funds—will 
help purchase 
four new rail cars, 
build a second set 
of tracks at three 
rail stations and 
build a permanent 
downtown station.

“We’ll also be 
doing additional rail and signal 
work to upgrade both so we can 
operate at faster speeds, pass trains 
and accommodate freight,” she said. 
“As a result of that, we’ll be able to 
double our frequency and capacity 
during peak [hours].”

The work will ultimately result in 
headways, or the distance between 
trains, to be approximately 15 minutes 
instead of 30 minutes during peak 
hours. The work will take three years to 
complete beginning in early 2015.

Capital Metro is hosting an open 
house from 10 a.m.–1 p.m. Jan. 31 at 
the downtown station, 401 W. Fourth 
St., to allow the community to weigh 
in on the proposed plans. 
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A December rally against a proposed 
natural gas plant included city leaders and 
environmental activists.

Linda Watson, 
Capital Metro 
president/CEO

Financial or accounting expenses 
putting you in the red? 

We should talk
Small Business Accounting • Tax Services 

Payroll • QuickBooks Consulting

J. Dwayne Anderson has more than 25 years 
of experience in accounting and tax services for 
a variety of industries across Texas.

My firm offers financial accounting and tax services to 
successful small businesses and individuals in Austin.

J. Dwayne Anderson CPA
Carefree Financial Management
jdanderson@jdacpa1.com

Scarbrough Building
101 West Sixth St, Suite 508
Austin, TX 78701

Office • 512-481-9506
Fax • 512-692-2783
www.jdacpa1.com
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AUSTIN ENERGY®

GREEN BUILDING

Green by Design
Workshop: 2015

FEBRUARY 12
7:00 – 9:00 PM

Green Planning
and Design

BUILD, BUY OR REMODEL A GREEN HOME

FEBRUARY 19
7:00 – 9:00 PM

Green Materials
and Products

FEBRUARY 26
7:00 – 9:00 PM

Green Home
Systems

Learn how to improve energy and water efficiency, increase comfort 
and reduce maintenance.

ATTEND 1 SESSION OR ALL FOR ONLY $25

Free parking is 
available across the 
street at Palmer 
Events Center.

Register: greenbuilding.austinenergy.com
Phone: 512.482.5300
Email: greenbuilding@austinenergy.com

Town Lake Center
721 Barton Springs Rd.
Austin, TX 78704



Central Austin Edition • January 2015 THE JANUARY ISSUE  17

E. Cesar Chavez St.

35

N
. I

-3
5 

Fr
on

ta
ge

 R
d.

B
ru

sh
y 

S
t.

Lady Bird Lake

W. Cesar Chavez St.

2nd St.

S
. L

am
ar

 B
lv

d.

Last year these businesses 
opened, were coming soon or 
relocated. Here are updates on 
how they are doing now.

Je
nn

ife
r 

C
ur

in
g

to
n

C
o

ur
te

sy
 C

o
lu

m
b

us
 C

o
m

m
un

ic
at

io
ns

 L
LC

Mark Vornberg and Shelly Leibham are 
constructing Hotel Eleven in East Austin.

This rendering shows the former Seaholm 
power plant once it is fully redeveloped.

A new barbecue pit should allow La 
Barbecue to cook 30 extra briskets per day.

By Jennifer Curington 
In 2008, Mark Vornberg bought a 

plot of land on 11th Street in East Austin 
with plans to create a mixed-use build-
ing before the economy crashed and 
killed those plans. 

But the project was revitalized when 
Vornberg and wife, Shelly Leibham, 
decided in July 2012 to build a hotel. 

“This area has been blighted for 
years, and we wanted to help develop 
it and encourage good development,” 
Leibham said. “We love the location.”

After months of navigating the 

By Joe Lanane 
The Seaholm redevelopment project 

is nearly complete, allowing major 
commercial tenants to begin occupy-
ing the former power plant.

Athenahealth, which agreed in 
January 2014 to expand its opera-
tions to Austin after receiving roughly 
$649,000 in economic incentives from 
the city, on Feb. 2 will begin moving 
into the Seaholm facility. The medi-
cal research and operations company 
is expected to hire more than 600 
employees for the new downtown 
office space, said John Rosato, manag-
ing partner of development group 
Seaholm Power LLC.

By Joe Lanane 
Having been in three locations 

since opening in 2012, La Barbecue 
is making the move to a permanent 
home in 2015. 

Since October the barbecue food 
trailer has operated in East Austin 
at the Good Life Food Park, which 
is located along East Cesar Chavez 
Street near I-35. The operation had 
previous homes on East Sixth Street 
and South First Street. However, plans 
are in the works for La Barbecue to 
move into an existing brick-and-
mortar space along South Congress 
Avenue in 2015, General Manager Ali 
Clem said, predicting the move could 
happen by April or May.

Clem could not confirm the exact 
location because an existing business 
still operates there. Once the move 
becomes official, she said there is 
not anticipated to be any temporary 
closure.

“No way—there will be no break 
in business,” Clem said.

In the meantime she said La Bar-
becue is happy to continue operating 
in East Austin. Owner John Lewis 
and his father have nearly completed 

Hotel Eleven

Seaholm Power Plant renovation project

La Barbecue
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1123 E. 11th St.
www.hotelelevenaustin.com
info@hotelelevenaustin.com

800 W. Cesar Chavez St.
www.seaholm.info
john@swsg.com
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work on a second brisket barbecue pit, 
which will allow the business to cook 
30 more briskets per day, Clem said. 
The new pit could be ready by the end 
of January, she said.

“[Lewis] just sits and thinks about 
how to make the product better, 
because when you are talked up as 
much as we are, we can’t afford to have 
an off day,” Clem said. “We’re always 
looking to make sure our brisket, if 
anything, is always top-notch.”

Clem said she is unsure whether 
either pit will travel to the new location.

Underarmour, a sports performance 
company based on the East Coast, will 
leverage its 2014 buyout of Austin-
based MapMyFitness to launch a new 
social media operation from Seaholm. 
Underarmour plans to move into the 
space in February with an anticipated 
70 employees, Rosato said.

By March the inside of the new 
Trader Joe’s at Seaholm should be 
complete, said Rosato, who expects 
the grocery store to open shortly after. 
Developers are also working to secure 
a coffee shop tenant to accompany the 
new overlook, a public viewing area 
opening in the coming months.

Also, May is the target opening of 

Boiler Nine Bar + Grill, a four-story, 
11,000-square-foot restaurant run by 
the same group that operates Con-
gress and Second Bar + Kitchen. 

Other tenants include eyewear 
boutique Optique, which is expected 
to soon relocate from the 360 Residen-
tial Condominiums, and a hair salon 
called Ruiz, which is scheduled to 
open in April or May, Rosato said.

Construction on the Seaholm tower 
will continue through September, Rosato 
said, while other unrelated construction 
projects surrounding the redevelopment 
could take three more years.

“It’s going to be nice once that area 
of town is turned around,” he said. “I 
think people will be surprised by what 
they see.”

permitting process, gaining support 
from neighbors and seeking financial 
backing, the project was able to start 
construction Nov. 17. 

Hotel Eleven will have 14 guest 
rooms, including two smaller, lower-
priced units called crash pads, two 
larger suites and 10 standard rooms. 
Vornberg and Leibham said they cre-
ated a variety of rooms so pricing can 
be more diverse, with smaller rooms 
going for less than $200 per night and 
suites averaging more than $300. There 
are no plans to apply for a late-night 
permit, mixed-beverage permit or out-
door music permit, Leibham said. 

“We view it as a hybrid of a bed and 
breakfast and a hotel,” Vornberg said. 
“We’re smaller than a hotel but bigger 
than a bed and breakfast.” 

The couple intends to complete 
construction on Hotel Eleven in time 
for an August opening. 

POSH
BOUTIQUE
Beauty on a Budget

Locally owned and operated

NOW 
OPEN!

4211 SOUTH LAMAR BOULEVARD, AUSTIN, TX 78704  (512) 387-0602    WWW.POSHATX.COM

Formal Dresses  Contemporary Apparel  Accessories  Prom Dresses
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Here is a recap of last year’s 
big news and updates on 
what is happening now with 
area schools.

AUSTIN  ISD Following two years 
of enrollment declines, Austin ISD 
expects to see further population 
declines of about 4,043 students by the 
2024–25 school year based on its latest 
annual demographic report presented 
Jan. 12 to the board of trustees. 

Interim Superintendent Paul Cruz 
noted student population is not the 
same thing as enrollment; enrollment 
represents the number of students who 
actually attend AISD schools.

“It is important to keep in mind that 
[student population] is about where 
students reside,” Cruz said. 

From fall 2015 to 2024, AISD student 
populations are expected to decline 
annually. According to the report, 
the number of residential students is 
projected to be 80,385 by the start of the 
2024 school year, which would be a  
5.8 percent decline compared with SY 
2014, representing 4,043 fewer students.

The biggest declines will be in 
elementary and middle school grade 
levels, according to the report. 

AUSTIN  ISD The board of trust-
ees swore in five members and 
named its officers at its Jan. 6 meet-
ing, and at press time the board 
was slated to vote Jan. 26 to for-
mally hire interim Superintendent 
Paul Cruz as superintendent. 

New trustees Edmund Gordon of 
District 1, Julie Cowan of District 4, 
Kendall Pace of At-Large Position 9 
and Paul Saldaña of District 6 took 
their oaths of office Jan. 6. District 7 
trustee Robert Schneider was re-elected 
in November and took his oath for his 
fourth term. Board members serve 

four-year terms. 
Trustees elected 

At-Large Position 8 
trustee Gina Hino-
josa as board presi-
dent in a 7-2 vote. 
In an 8-1 vote the 
board also elected District 5  trustee 
Amber Elenz as vice president. Trust-
ees unanimously re-elected District 2 
trustee Jayme Mathias as secretary.       

AISD’s board named Cruz as the 
sole superintendent finalist Dec. 15 
and held forums with members of the 
community throughout January.

AUSTIN COMMUNITY COLLEGE  
A 13-member citizen committee 
will oversee how Austin Commu-
nity College spends nearly $386 
million in bond money approved 
by district voters last November.

ACC board members on Jan. 20 
established criteria for a bond oversight 
advisory committee. The committee 
will meet at least twice per year—and 
likely more often—and monitor the  
timing, progress and scope of changes 
to the projects voters agreed upon.

The board agreed to increase the 

committee to 13 
members, with one 
appointed by each 
of the nine board 
members and four 
appointed by board 
officers—newly 
appointed Chairman Vic Villarreal, 
Vice Chairman Allen Kaplan and 
Secretary Barbara Mink.

Trustees will make appointments 
before the board’s Feb. 2 meeting, at 
which time a vote will occur on who 
will serve on the oversight committee.

Data: Austin student 
population to decline

New leadership appointed to board

Bond oversight committee created

Austin ISD
• Austin ISD’s board of trustees 

voted 5-4 at its Feb. 24 meet-
ing to change its contracts for all 
professional employees, including 
teachers and librarians, from one 
year in length to three years.

• Superintendent Meria Carstarphen 
left the district to lead Atlanta Pub-
lic Schools. Paul Cruz, who most 
recently served as AISD’s chief 
schools officer, was named interim 
superintendent April 15.

• James Butler, a prekindergarten 
teacher at Gullet Elementary 
School, was named AISD’s 2014 
Teacher of the Year on May 29 
during Salute 2014, an annual 
event hosted by AISD and Austin 
Partners In Education.

• AISD’s graduation rate reached 
an all-time high of 84.1 percent 
for the class of 2013, according to 
data released Aug. 5 by the district 
and the Texas Education Agency. 
The 2013 rate was a 1.6-percent-
age-point increase from the 2012 
rate at 82.5 percent and a nearly 
10-percentage-point increase from 
the 2008 rate of 74.3 percent.

• Updated enrollment numbers 
released by AISD as of Oct. 3 
showed there were 653 fewer stu-
dents in the district compared with 
the six-week period that ended 
Oct. 4, 2013. 

YEAR IN REVIEW

Paul Cruz

Vic Villarreal

Compiled by Joe Lanane and Kelli Weldon

*Certain types of hearing loss may require a hearing aid model that is not appropriate for the Three Week Free Trial. See center for details. Lyric excluded. ‡ As a member of the 
Connect Hearing network, if we don’t already have the lowest price, we will match any valid competitor quote or advertised price on hearing aids within 60 days of purchase. † 
0% financing offer is subject to credit approval. If at the time of your application you do not meet the credit criteria previously established for this offer, or the income you report 
is insufficient based on your obligations, we may not be able to offer this financing. Complimentary hearing screening and consultation required. Some restrictions apply. **The 
3 year warranty is valid starting from the date of invoice. This limited warranty covers manufacturing and material defects in the hearing aid itself, but not accessories such as 

batteries, tubes, ear modules, external receivers. The warranty includes 3 year loss and damage coverage that can be redeemed ONE TIME 
and requires a deductible of $450. ††3 years FREE batteries with hearing aid purchase. Must be a current patient of Connect Hearing to 
continue to receive benefits under Connect Advantage Call for details. 

Stay Connected. Call or visit us today!
1.888.4CONNECT • connecthearing.com

(1.888.426.6632)

Most insurances accepted including Blue Cross Blue Shield, Humana, Aetna & Cigna

Book a FREE hearing evaluation today and receive these exclusive benefits: 

  •  Connect Hearing Price Match Guarantee‡

 •  0% Financing†

 •  3 Year Warranty and 3 Year Loss & Damage **

 •  3 years of free batteries ††

GET A 3-WEEK  
HEARING AID TRIAL*

It’s absolutely FREE!

1-888-627-0662

Austin  –  3201 Bee Cave Rd, Ste 146
Austin  –  8015 Shoal Creek Blvd, Ste 122

Austin  –  615 W Slaughter Ln, Ste 116 (HABLAMOS ESPAŃOL)
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Austin City Council
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The 2015 Austin City Council from left: Mayor Pro Tem Kathie Tovo, Councilman Sabino 
Renteria, Councilman Don Zimmerman, Councilwoman Delia Garza, Councilwoman Ann 
Kitchen, Mayor Steve Adler, Councilwoman Leslie Pool, Councilwoman Ora Houston, 
Councilman Gregorio Casar, Councilwoman Sheri Gallo and Councilwoman Ellen Troxclair

Meetings
Austin City Council 
meets at 10 a.m. most 
Thursdays.
Austin City Hall,
301 W. Second St.
512-974-2000
www.austintexas.gov/
department/city-council

Top issues for 2015
• New governance structure 

The new 11-member council will help 
lead a new governance structure that 
places more emphasis on committee 
meetings, more council meetings and 
opens the door for more community 
involvement, Mayor Steve Adler said. 

• ‘Deep dive’ into larger issues  
Adler said he intends to change the 
methods through which council ad-
dresses city issues. Instead of issues 
being addressed “crisis-by-crisis” and 
decisions being made after visits from 
lobbyists, Adler said he wants “deep 
dives” into problems that arise during 
committee meetings to limit how much 
repeat legislation is needed to correct 
short-term fixes. 

• Preserving quality of life  
Many council members during cam-
paigning promised to preserve Austin’s 
quality of life by fixing ongoing traffic, 
transportation and affordability issues. 
Adler said he expects these issues to be 
tackled by the new council as a whole 
despite each district’s differing interests. 

Big decisions made in 2014
• Changes to property taxes 

On Nov. 20, City Council approved a 
percentage-based homestead exemption 
of 0.01 percent, which ultimately could 
provide each homeowner at least $5,000 
in tax breaks. The tax break is projected 
to cost the city $3.2 million in foregone 
general fund property tax revenue during 
the next four years.

• Hands-free ordinance  
As of Jan. 1 drivers in Austin can no 
longer have a device in their hand unless 
stopped. Motorists and bicyclists who 
use an electronic device while driving 
could face fines of up to $500. 

• Austin Energy generation plan  
In December the city updated its goals 
for creating more solar energy resources 
and reducing Austin’s reliance on non-
renewable energy plants. Austin Energy 
must now purchase 110 MW of local 
solar by 2020 with 70 MW coming from 
customers—usually through residential 
rooftop panels. Also, council in 2015 may 
approve the construction of a new natural 
gas plant in Austin to replace the Decker 
gas plant, which will be retired in 2018. 

TV coverage
Meetings are televised 
live on cable Channel 6 
and streamed online at 
www.austintexas.gov/
department/channel-6.

Terms and compensation
The mayor serves a four-year 
term, and council members either 
serve an initial two-or four-year 
term. Compensation is $70,074 
for council members and $82,388 
for the mayor. This is the first City 
Council in more than 100 years 
to have representation based on 
geographic districts. 

Travis County Commissioners Court Meetings
The court meets Tuesdays 
at 9 a.m. 
Travis County 
Administrative Building 
700 Lavaca St., Austin 
512-853-9383 
www.traviscountytx.gov 

Top issues for 2015
• Putting courthouse on the ballot

Commissioners Court plans to refine 
and reduce its cost estimate for the pro-
posed facility. The county is expected 
to put the courthouse project on the 
ballot in May and will issue debt to build 
it if voters approve the measure. 

• Flood plain buyout program  
The county must create a strategy for 
completing the program, former Judge 
Sam Biscoe said. Some residents refuse 
to relocate from the flood zone, and the 
county opposes condemning properties. 

• Budget and tax appraisals 
County staff will need to consider 
residential and commercial property 
assessments from the Travis Central Ap-
praisal District, future debt issuance and 
overlapping debt when working on Travis 
County’s 2015–16 budget, Biscoe said. 

• Balcones Canyonlands 
Conservation Preserve  
Travis County has been acquiring tracts 
in the preserve through purchasing 
properties and receiving conservation 
easements for several years. Biscoe 
said the county will work to complete 
the preserve.  

Big decisions made in 2014
• New future land-use plan 

Commissioners Court adopted the 
Land, Water and Transportation Plan in 
December. The plan will be a blueprint to 
develop infrastructure and government 
resources so they will be in place as the 
county grows. 

• Developing courthouse proposal  
The court hired engineering firm HOK as 
the architect of the proposed civil and 
family courthouse. Consultant 
URS Corp. assessed the county’s space 
needs and created cost estimates.  

• Examining property appraisals  
In June the court decided not to fight 
the appraising of county commercial 
and industrial property values, opting 
instead to study the issue and look 
for “legislative and legal remedies for 
inequities in the property appraisal sys-
tem,” according to the motion. Some 
residents claimed commercial proper-
ties were undervalued, and residential 
properties were being overtaxed.   

• Medical examiner’s office  
The county hired firm SmithGroupJJR 
to provide architectural and engineer-
ing services to develop a new medical 
examiner’s office. 

TV coverage
Meetings are televised 
live on Time Warner 
Cable Channel 17, Grande 
Communications Channel 
17 and AT&T U-verse 
Channel 99, and are rerun 
on Wednesdays, Saturdays 
and Sundays. 

Terms and  
compensation
Court members serve 
four-year terms. The 
judge’s pay is $118,373. 
The commissioners’ pay 
is $98,463. Commissioner 
Gerald Daugherty has 
requested that his pay be 
$90,109.

Commissioner 
Gerald Daugherty

Commissioner 
Ron Davis

Judge Sarah 
Eckhardt

Commissioner 
Margaret Gomez

Commissioner 
Brigid Shea

General Dentistry | Family & Cosmetic Dentistry 
Dental Implants | Periodontal Services

4407 Manchaca Rd. (half a block South of Ben White) • Austin, TX 78745 • 512-442-2295 • www.southaustinsmile.com

FEBRUARY 2015

National Children’s Dental Health Month
* to help children  get a good start on a lifetime of healthy teeth and gums

* Make your kids appointment for February age 1-18 and receive $25 of dental treatment (expires 2-28-15)F. DEE REA, D.D.S., M.S.D.
Periodontist

KAREN E. FRAZER, D.D.S.
General Dentist

F. DEE REA, D.D.S., M.S.D. KAREN E. FRAZER, D.D.S.

Karen E. Fr� er D.D.S. and F. Dee Rea D.D.S. M.S.D.
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Newspaper staff 
This transportation update 
includes projects that have 
regional significance or will 
provide much-needed mobility 
in the Austin metro area. 

2

Austin Executive Airport

Austin-Bergstrom 
International Airport

1

Toll roads

Roads

MetroRail

MetroRapid
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AIRPORTS

1 Austin-Bergstrom  
International Airport

In 2014 the airport added nonstop 
flights to London and increased 
the number of nonstop daily flights 
to Cancun, Los Angeles and 
San Francisco. In December the 
airport opened an expansion in 
the east wing, said Jim Halbrook, 
airport public information and 
marketing program manager. 
On the addition’s lower level an 
expanded customs area doubles 
the airport’s ability to process 
incoming international passengers 
from about 200 to 400 passengers 
per hour.
In summer 2015 the airport will 
finish the east wing expansion’s 
upper level, which will include 
more Transportation Security 
Administration screening lanes to 
improve passenger flow. 

2  Austin Executive Airport
The Pflugerville-based airport 
finished an additional community 
hangar in 2014. More than 100 
aircraft are now based out of the 
airport, Manager Jodie Kaluza 
said.
In 2015 the airport has no plans 
for development but will continue 
to build business among transient 
flyers and assess needs within the 
community, Kaluza said.

PROJECT 
CONNECT

The regional transportation plan 
is designed to improve mobility 
in Central Texas. Project Connect 
launched in 2013 and is spearheaded 
by the city of Austin, Capital Metro 
and the Lone Star Rail District, which 
is planning regional passenger rail 
from San Antonio to Georgetown.
Capital Metro is continuing to meet 
with cities located in the Project 
Connect North Corridor, an area from 
downtown Austin to Georgetown, 
to discuss funding a plan to expand 
bus and rail service to Georgetown, 
Hutto, Pflugerville and Round Rock. 
Meetings with these jurisdictions will 
continue throughout 2015.
Project Connect will include a variety 
of transit options, such as bus-rapid 
transit, express buses and rail. The 
North Corridor was deemed the 
highest-priority corridor, and Project 
Connect planners approved the 
locally preferred alternative plan in 
April. Voters turned down a plan for 
urban rail in the Central Corridor, 
comprising downtown Austin, in 
November.
If Project Connect planners find 
funding they will next study either 
the East Corridor from downtown to 
East Austin or the South Corridor to 
Buda, Kyle and San Marcos.
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ROADS

1  Y at Oak Hill
Based on resident feedback, a project 
team is refining two concepts as 
part of the ongoing Oak Hill Parkway 
environmental study on potential solutions 
to bring long-term traffic relief to the 
intersection of Hwy. 71 and Hwy. 290. The 
Central Texas Regional Mobility Authority 
expects to host multiple community 
workshops in the spring. 

2  RR 620
A $500,000 Texas Department of 
Transportation study will address 
the need and feasibility for proposed 
improvements along the RR 620 corridor, 
TxDOT Public Information Officer Kelli 
Reyna said. However, no funding is 
available to implement any plans resulting 
from the study, she said.
“We are in the final stages of contracting 

consultant services for the study,” Reyna 
said. “We will not be looking at alternate 
routes ... [but] will include the RR 2222/
RR 620 bypass in the study.”
The 12- to 15-month project will begin 
in November and includes all of RR 620 
from US 183 to Hwy. 71, she said.

3  Loop 360
In early 2015, TxDOT will begin a $1.27 
million, 12- to 18-month study of Loop 

360 from US 183 to MoPac to identify 
problems and solutions. Starting 
in early 2015, TxDOT will meet with 
stakeholders—employers, residents and 
commuters who use Loop 360—and ask 
them to identify issues. TxDOT will then 
come up with solutions to those issues 
and present them to stakeholders. The 
agency intends to be able to walk through 
realistic solutions with stakeholders to 
explain the pros and cons. 

TOLL ROADS

The Central Texas Regional Mobility Authority is an independent agency that oversees 
several toll road projects in the region—including those listed below—and coordinates 
with other transportation agencies, including the Texas Department of Transportation.

Toll increases
In December the Mobility Authority and 
TxDOT announced toll rates would be 
increasing on all Austin-area toll roads 
effective Jan. 1. The increases range 
from 1 to 3 cents per tolling station. For 
new rates visit www.mobilityauthority.
org or www.txtag.org.

1  Manor Expressway
The completed project opened to traffic 
May 17 from US 183 to Parmer Lane east 
of SH 130. The 6.2-mile project added 
three tolled lanes in each direction along 
with three nontolled frontage road lanes 
each way as well as a 10-foot-wide 
bicycle and pedestrian path.  
www.manorexpressway.com

Timeline: Completed 
Cost: $426 million

2  MoPac Improvement Project
Construction began in December 2013 
on the 11-mile project that stretches from 
Parmer Lane to just north of Lady Bird 
Lake. The project will add one toll lane 
in each direction. Tolls will be adjusted 
based on real-time traffic volumes and 
will increase when traffic is heavier. 
www.mopacexpress.com
Timeline: Late 2015 completion 
Cost: $204 million

3  MoPac South
The Mobility Authority began an 
environmental study in 2013 on MoPac 
from Cesar Chavez Street to Slaughter 

regional transportation
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PUBLIC TRANSIT
CARTS
The Capital Area Rural Transportation 
System’s interurban bus service added 
new communities to its routes, which 
already include several Central Texas 
cities such as Georgetown, Pflugerville, 
Round Rock and San Marcos. The 
interurban coach added stops in 
LaGrange, Giddings, Paige, Smithville 
and Elgin starting Jan. 5.  
www.ridecarts.com

Urban rail
On Nov. 4 city of Austin voters turned 
down a $1 billion urban rail and road 
bond by a vote of 57 percent against. The 
bond would have helped build the city’s 
first urban rail line. Urban Rail Lead Kyle 
Keahey said the next steps will involve 
further analyzing the route, transit mode, 

size of the bond and funding plan. It is 
likely the Austin-area’s public transit 
agency, Capital Metro, would take the 
lead in planning any future urban rail 
projects.

Lone Star Rail
In late 2014 the city of Austin committed 
50 percent of all new property tax 
generated in the specified zones 
surrounding the Lone Star Rail District’s 
proposed Austin stations to help fund 
the regional commuter rail system, 
which would service cities between 
Georgetown and San Antonio. The 
district reached similar agreements 
with the city of San Marcos and Austin 
Community College in 2014. In 2015, 
Joe Black, Lone Star Rail District 
director, said he anticipates working on 

similar agreements with other cities and 
continuing the rail’s environmental impact 
study.
The total cost of the project is estimated 
at $1.8 billion.

1  MetroRail
In June the Texas Transportation 
Commission awarded Capital Metro 
a $50 million grant to double the 
capacity of its commuter rail line. The 
grant will allow the agency to purchase 
four new rail cars and replace the 
downtown station with a permanent one. 
Additionally, Capital Metro received a 
$11.3 million federal grant in 2013 and 
will spend $18 million of its own funds 
to improve MetroRail. These monies will 
enable the agency to add a second set 
of railroad tracks at three of its existing 

stations and realign part of the track 
in East Austin. All of the upgrades will 
lead to shorter headways—the distance 
between trains—of about 15 minutes. 
Construction on the upgrades will begin 
in 2015. Additionally, Capital Metro 
expects to finish the location of the 
MetroRail tracks near the Plaza Saltillo 
station in the summer.

2  MetroRapid
Capital Metro’s bus-rapid transit system 
launched in January 2014 on North 
Lamar Boulevard and South Congress 
Avenue. A second line launched in 
August on Burnet Road and South 
Lamar. During peak hours, the buses run 
about every 12 minutes. The $47.6 million 
project was funded partly by a $38.1 
million federal grant.

Lane. Options for improving mobility 
include adding express toll lanes. 
Community meetings are underway and 
will continue throughout the study. 
www.mopacsouth.com
Timeline: Study to be complete by 2016 
Cost: TBD

4  SH 71
TxDOT is working on a design-build 
project that will add one toll lane in each 
direction from Presidential Boulevard 
to SH 130. The project will feature a 
bridge over FM 973 and SH 130. Upon 
completion of construction, the Mobility 
Authority will operate the toll facilities.
Timeline: Late 2016 completion 
Cost: $141 million

5  SH 45 SW
TxDOT launched an environmental study 
on the limited-access, four-lane, 3.6-mile 
toll road connecting Loop 1 to FM 1626 in 

Hays County in June 2013 and released 
a draft environmental document in June 
2014. Construction will only occur if a 
build alternative is approved.
Timeline: Final environmental impact 
statement expected to be released  
in February 
Cost: $100 million (Capital Area 
Metropolitan Planning Organization 
estimate)

6  Bergstrom Expressway
A decision to move forward with 
rebuilding US 183 from US 290 to 
SH 71 is anticipated this spring. The 
project would include adding a new, 
six-lane tolled expressway as well as 
reconstruction and widening of the 
existing US 183—which would remain 
toll-free.  
www.bergstromexpressway.com
Timeline: Study to be complete in 2015 
Cost: Estimate is about $750 million

Mon-Fri 10am to 6pm • Sat 10am-3pm • 512-451-2105
5010 Burnet Road • Austin, Texas

WILSON JEWELRY EXCHANGE

Who Needs Cupid?
Make Your Valentine Sparkle

February 14th

WILSON JEWELRY EXCHANGE
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By Joe Lanane

#besomebody
Austin-based smartphone app to launch nationwide

First a mantra, then a blog and now a smart-
phone app, #besomebody will evolve yet again 
Feb. 10 to become a nationwide mobile plat-

form, founder Kash Shaikh announced.
Shaikh first launched the #besomebody app on 

a trial basis in Austin in late 2014, garnering about 
11,000 downloads in the first six weeks, he said. After 
downloading the free app on Apple’s AppStore, users 
can identify passions and connect with “passionaries” 
who excel at interests such as photography, writing 
and general adventures, among other categories. 
Users can pay others for help to improve upon a cer-
tain skillset, allowing those #besomebody members to 
earn money doing what they love, Shaikh said.

When the app launches nationwide, #besome-
body will allow any subject of interest to be high-
lighted by any interested user, Shaikh said. 

“The biggest thing we learned during the beta 
launch is that passion is endless, and so many people 

wanted to become passionaries,” he said. “After a 
short verification check, then—if approved—you 
can automatically become a passionary and create 
any experience you want.”

In addition, users will be able to separate content 
by categories. The nationwide launch will also allow 
users to upload photos to their profiles. In subse-
quent updates, Shaikh said more social networking 
features will be added that allow users to befriend 
each other and share content. 

“We’re building a social marketplace, and there’s 
really nothing else out there quite like it,” he said.

The #besomebody movement also continues 
building momentum, said Shaikh, who late last year 
spoke at Austin-area schools to discuss his pursuit 
of passion. He hopes to again host #besomebody 
weekend in Austin this fall after last’s year inaugural 
event drew more than 100 attendees who enjoyed 11 
different experiences throughout the city.

An East Sixth Street wall mural was drawn in late 2014 by 
a #besomebody “passionary.”
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$69 NEW PATIENT SPECIAL
includes exam, xrays, oral cancer screening, a complete 

evaluation of teeth & gums, and teeth whitening. 
A $350 VALUE

Valid with new patients only. Some restrictions apply. Expires 2-25-15.

3801 S. Congress, Aust in •  www.urbandentist ry.com •  512-440-5900

Amy Urban, DMD

love the mouth
Now offering Implants and Implant procedures

PROVIDING RELIEF 
FOR JAW PAIN 

AND TMD

4103 North IH-35, Austin, TX 78722 • (512) 472-5015 • OPEN 7 DAYS
Retail Store ~ Rough Rock Depot ~ Community Event Center

Crystals  •  Minerals •  Fossils •  Jewelry
Celtic, Pagan, Native American Items

Books • CDs • Salt Lamps • Beads
Spheres • Hearts • Incense  • Oils

Souvenirs • Obelisks • Pyramids
Candles • Cards • Bookends 

 Lapidary Supplies & Services Lapidary Supplies & Services
Interior & Exterior Rockscape

Tibetan and Crystal Bowls
Plus Much, Much More 
NTROCKS.COM

20% OFF ALL JEWELRY FOR YOUR VALENTINE

Shopping in Tucson Now For Our 9th Annual Tucson Truck Sale
Save the Date ~ Saturday, March 14th THRU Sunday, March 22nd 

Mention This Ad And Receive An Additional 5% Off - Sale Ends Feb.14th.

Nature’s Treasures
of Texas

Open 7 days

IH
 3

5

Airport Blvd.

45th St.

381/2 St. Wilshire 
Blvd.

Retail Store • Rough Rock Depot  
Community Event CenterC e n t r a l  A u s t i n  •  4 1 0 3  N o r t h  I H - 3 5  •  5 1 2 . 4 7 2 . 5 0 1 5

CRYSTALS • MINERALS • FOSSILS • JEWELRY • UNIQUE GIFTS

OFF ALL JEWELRY FOR YOUR VALENTINE
SHOPPING IN TUCSON NOW FOR OUR 9TH ANNUAL TRUCK SALE

SAVE THE DATE ~ SATURDAY, MARCH 14TH THRU SUNDAY, MARCH 22ND

20%
Mention This Ad And Receive An Additional 5% Off - Sale Ends Feb. 14th.

Crystals • Minerals • Fossils • Jewelry 
Celtic, Pagan, Native American Items 
 Books • CDs • Salt Lamps • Beads 

Spheres • Hearts • Incense • Oils • Souvenirs 
Obelisks • Pyramids • Candles • Cards  

Bookends • Lapidary Supplies & Services 
Interior & Exterior Rockscape • Tibetan and 

Crystal Bowls • Plus Much, Much More
NTROCKS.COM
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Twitter: @besomebodyblog

Alta’s Cáfe and 
Rö Fitness
Waller Creek Boathouse 
tenants plan long term

Shanghai Kate’s 
Tattoos
‘Tattoo Godmother’  is 
gaining more exposure
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Alta’s Cáfe co-owners Michael (left) and 
Charles Swail are joined by Rö Fitness 
owner Chelsea Moore.

Kate Hellenbrand has worked with tattoo 
greats such as Sailor Jerry. 

By Joe Lanane By Joe Lanane

W hen Austin voters rejected 
a $1 million rail and road 
bond in November, they 

also indirectly saved the Waller Creek 
Boathouse, which houses Alta’s Cáfe 
and Rö Fitness. 

Built in 2012, the $3.5 million 
structure would have been demolished 
to make way for the proposed rail line 
had the bond passed. 

“Before it was difficult to invest in 
[Alta’s Cáfe] when there was so much 
uncertainty,” said Michael Swail, who 
alongside his brother Charles, founded 
Alta’s in December 2013. 

Rö Fitness owner Chelsea Moore 
agrees it is comforting to know that 

K ate Hellenbrand, better known 
as Shanghai Kate or “Amer-
ica’s Tattoo Godmother,” 

remains busy since establishing her 
business in Austin in February 2013.

Hellenbrand is also working on a 
book that chronicles her early work in 
1970s New York City, which banned tat-
tooing at the time. The book will feature 
many photos of tattoos by artists who 
are now considered industry pioneers, 
she said. She is also participating with 
creators of a documentary, “Stewed, 
Screwed and Tattooed,” which details 
the selling of the Sailor Jerry brand to a 
rum company—a sale Norman “Sailor 
Jerry” Collins never would have agreed 

74 Trinity St.
512-831-4922
www.wallercreekboathouse.org

4405 Guadalupe St.
512-551-3573
www.shanghaikates.com
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to, Hellenbrand said. By this summer, 
Hellenbrand also hopes to duplicate 
a tattoo machine designed by Sailor 
Jerry for potential resale. 

She also keeps busy touring the 
country at various tattoo conventions.

Waller Creek Boathouse will remain 
open. Both ownership groups agreed 
they will next focus on increasing vis-
ibility to the businesses.

“It was just amazing, the energy,” Shaikh said. “We 
really showcased the city but also brought so many 
people together from throughout the country that 
were really excited to find people with shared values. 
There’s nothing as contagious as bringing passionate 
people around you.”
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El Chile Group
Austin Tex-Mex empire to open new concept

The Pit Barbeque
Nothing changes—except for the neighborhood
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Carlos Rivero stands outside of El Sapo 
Bontanas y Burgers.

Roma Duff relies on a decades-old pit.

By Jennifer Curington

By Jennifer Curington

When Carlos Rivero real-
ized his lifelong dream by 
opening his first restaurant 

in 2003, he said he did not envision 
it would be the start of his own local 
restaurant chain called El Chile Group. 

Rivero went from one restaurant in 
2003 to a half-dozen Central Austin 
locations in 2015.

Rivero said he attributes El Chile 
Group’s success to his team of chefs 
and other staff. His inspiration for the 
multiple food concepts stem from his 
upbringing in San Antonio, he said.

“I grew up in a Mexican food factory, 
I would say, and it’s sort of in the blood 
I guess,” Rivero said.

Rivero said he always intended 
to open a casual eatery with a 

A fter more than 40 years on 
Burnet Road, The Pit Bar-
becue owner Roma Duff 

is watching the scenery outside her 
restaurant evolve. Although the added 
density of new apartment complexes 
has brought The Pit Barbeque more 
customers, more businesses along the 
strip make it hard for those customers 
to find a parking spot, Duff said. 

“The parking is horrendous because 
they let people build things and never 
have enough parking,” Duff said. “But 
people find a parking place eventually. 
Sometimes I don’t know where they’re 
parking at. I wonder if they’re parking 
on top of each other.” 

Since new neighbors Fork + Taco 
and Noble Sandwich Co. have opened 
next door to the adjacent Pinthouse 

1  El Chile, 1809 Manor Road 
512-457-9900

2  El Chilito, 2219 Manor Road 
512-382-3797

3  El Sapo, 1900 Manor Road 
512-366-5154

4  El Chilito, 1623 E. Seventh St. 
512-334-9660

5  El Chile (future AlcoMar),  
1816 S. First St. • 512-401-3161 

6  El Alma, 1025 Barton Springs Road 
512-609-8923

www.elchilecafe.com

4707 Burnet Road
512-453-6464
www.thepitbarbeque.com
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Blackbird and Henry 
3016 Guadalupe St., Ste. 110 
512-394-0800 
www.blackbirdandhenry.com

chavez 
111 Cesar Chavez St. 
512-478-2991 
www.chavez-austin.com

LaV 
1501 E. Seventh St. 
512-720-8112 
www.saylavaustin.com

Noble Sandwich Co. 
6805 Burnet Road 
512-382-6248 
www.noblesandwiches.com

Olamaie 
1610 San Antonio St. 
512-474-2796 
www.olamaieaustin.com

NOTABLE OPENINGS 
IN 201 4

taco-focused menu as well as a sit-
down restaurant. As space and new 
opportunities emerged, so, too, would 
new restaurant concepts, such as add-
ing Tex-Mex flair to hamburgers.

With more than a decade in the 
restaurant business, Rivero said 
ongoing trends suggest continued 
success for El Chilito, which in late 
2014 debuted a second location on 
East Seventh Street.

“There’s certainly a move to have 
more vegetarian items on the menu,” 
Rivero said. “There’s such a move 
for fast-casual because it seems like 
nobody cooks anymore, and everyone 
just wants something quick and on 
the go.” 

Rivero and his team are readying 

for their next project to debut. 
AlcoMar is named after El Alma 
chef Alma Alcocer and El Chile 
chef Jeff Martinez. The restaurant’s 
menu will intertwine Mexican and 
seafood dishes in the South First 
Street space currently occupied by 
the second El Chile. 

“We’ve had such a big hit with 
our recent new creations,” Rivero 
said. “Seafood is one of my favorite 
cuisines, and I’ve been wanting to 
do a more upscale, seafood-Mexican 
concept for some time.”

Pizza, Duff said she has tried posting 
where her customers can park and 
even hired a towing service to ensure 
her customers have spaces to park.

“We try to keep the nine places 
around the side and the front. We’ve 
been having to boot people and every-
thing else to keep them out of those 
spots because they just drive up and 
park,” Duff said.

Duff said the towing service she 
hired watches for motorists who use 
The Pit’s parking spots to walk to 
another business. Duff said she is 
optimistic more evening parking will 
soon be made available from a church 
parking lot behind her business, but 
she admits the added capacity will not 
help to the extent needed.

Even though everything around the 

The Pit Barbeque is changing, Duff 
said the longtime restaurant has no 
plans to change its traditional menu.

“We’ve got customers coming in all 
the time that say, ‘Oh, don’t sell out to 
these developers,’” she said.
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RING IN THE 
NEW YEAR 

CRITTER FREE!

Live Animal Trapping • Prevention • Dead Animal Removal
Squirrels • Rats • Raccoons • Bats • Birds

512.363.8070   •   www.CritterRidderTexas.com

We also specialize in Attic Cleanup, Disinfectant, Odor Removal, 
Repair & Replacement of Insulation

Central Texas’ Leading Removal & Exclusion ServiceCentral Texas’ Leading Removal & Exclusion Service

HUMANE & 

CHEMICAL FREE

Animal Control

10% 
OFF

Not to exceed $150
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$15 (at the door). Saengerrunde Hall,  
1607 San Jacinto Blvd. 512-666-7464.  
www.texasteafestival.com

12 through 15  
‘Refugia’

A new work by internationally renowned 
ensemble The Moving Company is hosted 
by The University of Texas Department of 
Theatre and Dance. 2 p.m. (Sat.–Sun.),  
7:30 p.m. (Thu.–Sat.). $15–$25. B. Iden 
Payne Theatre, 300 E. 23rd St.  
512-477-6060. www.jointhedrama.org

12 through 22  
‘Misalliance’

Written by George Bernard Shaw more than 
100 years ago, this play, directed by Robert 
Tolaro, tells the story of a bored heiress who 
longs for adventure in 1909 England.  
7:30 p.m. (Thu.–Sat.), 2 p.m. (Sun.). $17 
(reserved tickets for students, seniors, faculty), 
$22. St. Edward’s University Mary Moody 
Northen Theatre, 3001 S. Congress Ave. 512-
448-8484. http://think.stedwards.edu/theatre

Flashback 
A retro 1980s and ’90s dance party 
hosted by 101X morning radio hosts 

Jason and Deb includes a costume contest, a 
silent auction and live DJ set. The event benefits 
Austin Children’s Services, having raised more 
than $90,000 last year. 8 p.m.–midnight. $30 (per 
person), $100 (VIP). The Parish, 214 E. Sixth St. 
www.acsflashback.com
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28 through March 1  
‘Peter and the Star Catcher’ 

This prequel tells the story of a young orphan 
who became Peter Pan. 2:30 p.m. (Sun.),  
7:30 p.m. (Wed.–Sat.). $25–$73. ZACH’s 
Topfer Theatre, 202 S. Lamar Blvd.  
512-476-0541, ext. 1. www.zachtheatre.org

29 Hubbard Street Dance Chicago
One of the world’s top contemporary 

dance companies visits Austin to celebrate 
its 37th season. 7 p.m. (preperformance 
lecture from Andrea Beckham, The University 
of Texas Department of Theatre and Dance 
senior lecturer), 8 p.m. (show). $36–$42. Bass 
Concert Hall, 2300 Robert Dedman Drive. 
512-471-2787. www.texasperformingarts.org

31 Austin Gorilla Run
Participants can suit up in gorilla 

costumes in the annual fun run and 5K. 
The race starts and finishes at the Mueller 
Browning Hangar, and an after-party 
includes music. Gorilla suits are included 

in the cost to participate. Proceeds from 
the race directly benefit the Ruth Keesling 
Wildlife Health and Research Center 
in Kampala, Uganda. 9 a.m. $15–$40 
(children age 12 and younger), $40–$109 
(adults). Mueller Browning Hangar,  
4550 Mueller Blvd. 720-524-0272.  
www.austingorillarun.com

February

01 Jo’s Coffee Shop Chili Cook-Off
The ninth annual event combines 

food and live music to benefit the 100 Club, 
a nonprofit that financially helps families of 
fallen firefighters and law enforcement officers. 
Noon–3 p.m. Free (entry), $20 (chili tastings). 
Jo’s Coffee Shop, 1300 S. Congress Ave.  
512-444-3800. www.joscoffee.com/congress

07 Temple Grandin:  
In Conversation with  

Duncan Strauss
Grandin, an autistic activist and animal science 
doctor, offers a unique glimpse into the world of 
autistic people and describes how her humane 
approach to handling livestock revolutionized 
the meat-processing industry. 8 p.m. $39.50–
$44.50. The Paramount Theatre, 713 Congress 
Ave. 512-472-2901. www.austintheatre.org

08 Texas Tea Festival
The first annual event promotes tea 

culture in Texas through tastings, tea talks 
with featured speakers and samples from tea 
vendors. 11 a.m.–5 p.m. $12 (in advance), 
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Featured EVENT

Sponsored by

Find more or submit Central Austin 
events at impactnews.com/ 
cta-calendar.

To have Central Austin events 
considered for the print edition, they 
must be submitted online by the 
second Wednesday of the month.

Online Calendar

Compiled by Joe Lanane
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15 Austin Marathon and Half 
Marathon presented by Freescale

Taking place on a scenic course with rolling 
hills beginning at Second Street and Congress 
Avenue this year, and the race finishes at 10th 
Street and Congress Avenue with an expo held 
at the Palmer Events Center. 7 a.m. $120 (half 
marathon), $140 (marathon). Expo at Palmer 
Events Center. www.youraustinmarathon.com

Over the past twenty years, Kids Classic has raised 
over $4 million dollars to support Dell Children’s 

Medical Center of Central Texas. 

� ank You
Audition Now

Middle & High School
www.actonaudition.org

www.actonacademy.org

ACTON ACADEMY

WORK HARD.
HAVE FUN.

Change the World.

Open House
Wednesday, February 11 • 4:30–6pm

2201 Alexander Avenue
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TRADITIONAL GYM

1  Castle Hill Fitness
1112 N. Lamar Blvd.
512-478-4567
www.castlehillfitness.com

2  Fitness 360
4601 N. Lamar Blvd., Ste. 508
512-233-0100
www.fitness360.net

3  Fitness Doctors 
4807 Burnet Road 
512-302-4348
www.fitnessdoctors.com

4  Gold’s Gym
101 W. Sixth St.
512-479-0044
www.goldsgym.com

5  Hyde Park Gym
4125 Guadalupe St.
512-459-9174
www.hydeparkgym.com

6  Ignite Fitnez
1109 S. Congress Ave. 
512-445-0773
www.ignitefitnez.com

7  Mecca Gym and Spa
524 N. Lamar Blvd.
512-381-2680
www.meccagymandspa.com

8  Pure Austin Fitness
907 W. Fifth St.
512-342-2200
www.pureaustin.com

9  Tetra Fitness
1717 W. Sixth St., Bldg. 2, Ste. 110
512-480-0262
www.tetrafitness.com

CROSSFIT/BOXING

10  CrossFit and Fearless
3804 Woodbury Drive
512-804-1899
www.crossfitandfearless.com 

11  CrossFit Central 
6205 Burnet Road, Ste. A
512-507-6450
www.centralathlete.com

12  CrossFit City Limits
9160 Research Blvd., Ste. 200
512-296-9562
www.crossfitcitylimits.com

13  Eastside Austin Elite
507 Calles St., Ste. 112
512-499-0998
www.eastsideaustinelite.com

14  The Fit Pit
2401 Thornton Road
512-804-2766
www.thefitpitaustin.com

15  Tactical Arts Academy
8910 Research Blvd.
512-623-7337
www.tacticalarts.com

BARRE/PILATES/YOGA

16  Barre3
115 Sandra Muraida Way, Ste. 103
512-391-6200
www.barre3.com

17  Black Swan Yoga
403 Orchard St.
512-630-2332
www.blackswanyoga.com

18  Blue Honey Yoga
1211 W. Sixth St., Ste. 100
512-391-1733
www.bluehoneyyoga.com

19  CorePower Yoga
4616 Triangle Ave.
512-454-9642
www.corepoweryoga.com

20  East Side Balance Pilates 
Studio
815 E. 52nd St.
512-698-1890
www.eastsidebalance.com

21  Eastside Yoga
1050 E. 11th St., Ste. 150
512-779-8543
www.eastsideyoga-austin.com

22  Four Elements Aerial and 
Creative Movements
314 Congress Ave., Ste. 200
512-900-9247
www.fourelementsaustin.com

23  Mod Fitness
2041 S. Lamar Blvd.
512-765-5663
www.modfitnessaustin.com

24  Practice Yoga Austin
1103 E. Sixth St.
512-730-1638
www.practiceyogaaustin.com

25  Pure Pilates Austin
2222 Rio Grande St., Ste. 105
512-243-7510
www.purepilatesaustin.com

26  RedBird Pilates and Fitness
500 San Marcos St. 
512-994-9643
www.redbirdpilates.com

27  ToddPilates Fitness Studio
4032 S. Lamar Blvd., Ste. 700
512-659-6740
www.toddpilates.com

28  Wanderlust Yoga Austin
206 E. Fourth St.
512-502-5183
http://austin.wanderlustyoga.com

29  Yoga Black Lagoon
4301 Guadalupe St.
512-534-6719
www.blacklagoongallery.com

30  Yoga Yoga 
2167 W. Anderson Lane 
512-380-9800
www.yogayoga.com

CYCLING

31  Cyc Fitness
715 W. 23rd St.
512-298-2292
www.cycfitness.com

32  Kor180
1611 W. Fifth St., Ste. 140
512-243-7955
www.kor180.com

33  PureRyde
507 Pressler St., Ste. 900
512-474-7433
www.pureryde.com

34  RIDE Indoor Cycling
117 Lavaca St.
512-322-5252
www.ride-indoorcycling.com

35  RIZE Urban Cycling
3301 Steck Ave., Ste. 104
512-331-4300
www.theurbanrize.com

360

1

2

3

6

Lady Bird Lake

Cesar Chavez St.

MoPac

2nd St.

9th St.6th St.

5th St.

Pr
es

sl
er

 S
t.

B
la

nc
o 

S
t.

La
m

ar
 B

lv
d.

Sandra 
Muraida 
Way

Orchard 
St.33

16

17

18

9

8

7

32

Woodbury 
Dr.

Th
or

nt
on

 R
d.

14

La
m

ar
 B

lv
d.

Triangle 
Ave.

19

23

Lady Bird Lake

7th St.
4th St.

5th St.

La
va

ca
 S

t.

C
on

gr
es

s 
A

ve
.

B
ra

zo
s 

S
t.

6th St.

2nd St.

4

22
28

34

31

R
io

 G
ra

nd
e 

S
t.

Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.

25

27

Steck Ave.

M
es

a 
D

r.

Central Austin Edition • January 2015 FEATURES  25

Barre, Pilates 
and Yoga CyclingCrossFit 

and boxingTraditional gym

Compiled by Jennifer Curington • Design by Ethan Hill

2015 FITNESS GUIDE

Have you already broken your New Year’s 
resolutions? Use this guide to get back on 
track by finding the nearest fitness studio. 
Because there are so many personal trainers 
in Central Austin, this list is limited only to 
general fitness outlets. 

The list is not intended to be comprehensive 
but to provide workout possibilities.
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SENDS BACK 
TO COMMITTEE 
FOR FURTHER 
REVIEW

TAKES 
ACTION ON 

ORDINANCE OR 
RESOLUTION

CITY COUNCIL 
MEETING

Source: City of Austin

PLACED ON 
CITY COUNCIL 

AGENDA

Any proposal that reaches 
this point will be heard 

by City Council during an 
upcoming meeting.

DENY 
ORDINANCE OR 

RESOLUTION 
OR HOLD FOR 
MORE WORK

RECOMMEND 
TO CITY 

COUNCIL

A day later, council members joined 
Adler’s pledge for reform during the inaugu-
ration ceremony. By Jan. 8 the new 11-mem-
ber City Council unveiled proposed changes 
to Austin’s governing structure in a plan that 
resembles the same committee-led structure 
followed by the Texas Legislature. Their pro-
posal seeks to ensure shorter council meet-
ings, more citizen engagement earlier in the 
process, greater transparency and better 
customer service for Austinites.

New meeting structure
Instead of offering comments immedi-

ately before council votes on a new ordi-
nance or resolution, members of the public 
will potentially be able to address new coun-
cil-led committees that take up issues before 
going to the full Austin City Council. 

Hosting hearings earlier in the process 
will give the public a greater chance to shape 
policy—instead of testifying to council 
members who have already made up their 
minds, Adler said. The new structure is also 
intended to allow council-led committees 
to conduct thorough debates on important 
topics, Adler said, to ensure the best solution 
is put into law rather than having to revisit 
that same issue every few months. 

The council committees will likely meet 
during the evening hours to allow work-
ing Austinites a chance to attend meetings 
and avoid interfering with residents’ work 
schedules, said Mayor Pro Tem Kathie Tovo, 
the District 9 council representative and 
lone incumbent on the new council.

Previous councils often waived city rules 
to conduct meetings past the assigned  
10 p.m. stop time. Adler said the new struc-
ture seeks to end that practice.  

“[My wife] Diane and I have three girls, 
and we’ve always told them nothing good 
happens after midnight,” Adler said. “I think 
that’s true of city governance as well.”

The length of meetings should shorten, 
he said, by shifting public comment periods 
to committee hearings instead of during the 
full Austin City Council meeting. Adler said 
he also intends on addressing zoning items 
and matters requiring executive session out-
side the typical Thursday meetings. 

Zoning hearings averaged more than 
three hours in length during past council 
meetings, which typically lasted an average 
of nine hours and 31 minutes, according to a 
December report by the city auditor’s office. 
The report showed other peer city councils 
met more and needed only three hours and 
24 minutes to complete the average meeting.

Acting City Auditor Corrie Stokes said 
the steps proposed by Adler and the new 
City Council will likely help address many 
of the problems identified in the report. 

“They’ve laid out the immediate steps, 
and they’re going to evaluate after six 
months,” she said. “I think that’s the way 
to do it—you lay out your strategy, you see 
how well it’s working and then you make 
changes as needed.” 

The effect the changes might have on 

Council
Continued from | 1

City Council’s schedule remains uncertain, 
Tovo said. Adler warned the new format is 
unlikely to mirror the old council sched-
ule—work sessions most Tuesday morn-
ings, followed by full council meetings 
most Thursdays. 

New elected representation
The new governing structure is intended 

to help Austinites become more involved in 
the governing process. However, new dis-
trict-specific council members also intend 
to bring more regional interests to the table, 
a byproduct of the first Austin City Coun-
cil with geographic representation in more 
than 100 years, former Mayor Lee Leffin-
gwell said during the inauguration Jan. 6. 

“With all of the [past] City Council peo-
ple recently living north of the river and 
south of 45th Street, there are large parts of 
the city that have felt disengaged and unin-
volved because they’ve been disengaged 
and uninvolved,” Adler said. “I think there 
are lots of different voices and perspectives 
in this city, and I think we will be stronger 
when those voices and communities and 
new leaders are sitting at that council table 
together for the first time.”

With so many different interests and 
viewpoints now on City Council, Adler said 
he fully expects “vigorous debates” to occur, 
but he also thinks the new council is capa-
ble of putting the city as a whole first. Tovo 
echoed his sentiments. 

“I believe that the council members 
understand that they have been elected by a 
district but serve the whole city,” Tovo said. 

Tovo said she hopes to collaborate with 
the city’s school districts to ensure best 
practices at each neighborhood school, 
find ways to make housing more affordable, 
reform property tax and solve quality-of-life 
issues. That includes addressing overnight 
construction noise that she said has many 
downtown residents losing sleep.

As the only City Council member with 
prior experience, Tovo said she is excited 
to receive a fresh start—one that includes 
council members having their seats on the 
dais randomly reassigned every six months. 

“One of the things I really sense about the 
new council is a real commitment [to not let 
policy disagreements ruin a relationship], 
and I think it’s much easier because we’re 
all starting out without a history of working 
together, without a history of votes,” Tovo 
said. “I believe we really have an opportu-
nity to craft a culture of respect and civility 
despite any policy disagreements we have, 
and we will have them.” 

Adler said he is optimistic the new coun-
cil will embrace its unique opportunity. 

“I believe that Austin is a wonderful city 
doing so many things incredibly well, but we 
have some pretty significant challenges that 
we haven’t been able to get out in front of,” 
Adler said. “Now is the time to figure out how 
to do that; we have to change government.”

What might be the biggest benefit to the meeting reform 
proposed by Austin City Council?

Take the poll online at impactnews.com/cta-poll

THE NEW 11-MEMBER 
AUSTIN CITY COUNCIL HAS 

PROPOSED A NEW WAY 
TO ENGAGE CITIZENS AND 

APPROVE RESOLUTIONS 
AND ORDINANCES. 

RESIDENT, CITY 
COMMISSION, 

COUNCIL MEMBER, 
CITY STAFF

An idea is generated and then proposed 
for consideration by a committee.

AN ITEM 
CAN BYPASS 

COMMITTEES WITH 
APPROVAL FROM 

FOUR COUNCIL 
MEMBERS

COMMITTEE 
MEETING

SELECTED IDEAS 
ARE SENT TO 
APPROPRIATE 

COMMITTEES WITHIN 
ONE WEEK

There will be 13 committees, 
each consisting of four City 

Council members. The mayor and 
city manager will work together 

to decide what committee should 
address each item. 

Instead of citizens sharing 
their views during City Council 

meetings, public speakers 
would instead participate at 

committee meetings

PUBLIC HEARING

Design by Ethan Hill

AUSTIN CITY COUNCIL TO GOVERN
USING PROPOSED NEW STRUCTURE
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AUSTIN CITY COUNCIL TO GOVERN
USING PROPOSED NEW STRUCTURE

Introducing a breakthrough in the early detection of 
breast cancer.

• Detects 41% more invasive breast cancers than  
   standard mammography. 

• Reduces recall rates by up to 40%.

       3D 
mammography

There’s a new 
dimension in breast

imaging at ARA.

Talk to your doctor to see if 
3D mammography is right for you.

Schedule your 3D mammogram 
at www.ausrad.com or 512.453.6100.

A U S T I N  R A D I O L O G I C A L  A S S O C I A T I O N

PARTICIPATE IN A RESEARCH PROJECT TO LEARN TO ACCESS 
RELIABLE HEALTH INFORMATION ON THE INTERNET.

COMPUTER CLASSES FOR AGE 60 AND 
ABOVE.  CALL NOW TO ENROLL.
Computer classes are held twice a week, two hours each time, for four 
weeks. In addition to free computer training, participants will receive 
gift cards for full participation.

Where: Little Walnut Creek Public Library  
(835 W. Rundberg Ln., Austin, TX, 78758)
We will ask all participants to complete questionnaires before and after 
the class.  This study is being conducted by researchers in the School of 
Nursing and School of Information at UT Austin, led by Dr. Bo Xie.
This study has been approved by the University of 
Texas at Austin Institutional Review Board. Call 512-471-9407 for more information

boxie@utexas.edu

25% OFF ANY ONE ITEM. 
Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offers.

7301 BURNET RD. SUITE 105
AUSTIN, TX 78757 

512-407-8861
www.stillinstyleaustin.com

Women's Upscale Consignment Boutique
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Hotels
Continued from | 1

Find related stories at impactnews.com. 
Keyword Search

hotels, Austin Convention Center

HOTELS 
NATIONALLY 
make $74.28  
per night per 
available room.

hotel 
occupancies  
to INCREASE  
from 60.5% 
to 72.3%.

only to account for 
INFLATION (10.1%), 
the average room 
night would cost

During that same time (2009–14),  
AVERAGE DAILY ROOM RATES  

also INCREASED 24.86% to 

Since 2009, Austin’s hotel DEMAND has grown 
nearly three times faster than its SUPPLY.

35.58%
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Sources: STR, Bureau of Labor Statistics
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$127.33.

or a 
couple 

$112.28
bucks less than the 
national average.

Map not to scale

That is an INCREASE of $30.37 (49.21%) 
since the end of 2009.
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per available room—wheth. BY
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High occupancy, high rates
When Hilton Austin—the 

city’s first convention hotel—
opened in 2003, 60 percent of 
all bookings represented new 
business to Austin, according 
to Robert Watson, the hotel’s 
general manager. JW Marriott 
officials also project first-time 
Austin visitors will occupy up to  
60 percent of the 512,000 rooms 
pre-booked through 2021.

And Austin already is riding a 
strong wave of momentum. For 
example, when Blalock helped 
launch the last JW Marriott 
property, a 1,005-room conven-
tion hotel in Indianapolis, the 
downtown occupancy rate barely 
exceeded 50 percent, he said. Aus-
tin, on the other hand, ended 2014 
with a 72.3 percent hotel occu-
pancy rate, according to STR, a 
hospitality industry analysis firm. 

In other words, more than 
seven out of every 10 Austin hotel 
rooms were booked, on average, 
each night in 2014.

“To average more than 70 per-
cent, you pretty much have to be 
sold out Tuesday, Wednesday, Fri-
day and Saturday,” said Jan Fre-
itag, STR vice president of global 
development. “Occupancy for 
Austin is very, very healthy.”

But high occupancy creates 
higher room rates, Freitag said, with 
the average Austin hotel room cost-
ing $128.90 in 2014, an increase of 
almost $10 from 2013 and a nearly 
$30 increase since 2010. 

“A lot of times hotels are full, 
so it’s a seller’s market,” he said. 
“They have the pricing power.”

However, Austin’s occupancy 
rate in 2014 grew at its slowest 
level in five years because no sig-
nificant new hotels opened, Fre-
itag said. More than 1,500 rooms 
are expected to come online in 
2015, which—should demand 
remain the same—potentially 
decreases the city’s occupancy 
rate for the first time in five years 
and could cause hotels to drop 
room rates to remain competitive.

“We have to make sure Austin 
doesn’t price itself out of the mar-
ket,” said James Walsh, immediate 
past president of the Austin Hotel 
& Lodging Association.

Beyond SXSW and ACL 
Contrary to popular belief, most 

of Austin’s hotel business occurs 
beyond the large-scale events that 
typically define the city’s tourism 
industry, said Bob Lander, presi-
dent/CEO of the Austin Con-
vention and Visitors Bureau. He 

made serving Austin’s event and 
hospitality needs. The Westin 
Austin Downtown debuts July 2 
and expects to serve a much more 
localized clientele than larger 
convention hotels, General Man-
ager Kristofer Carlson said.

“Our hotel more than likely will 
attract the local corporate busi-
ness seeking to book downtown,” 
he said, adding that weddings are 
also expected to account for a sig-
nificant portion of business at the 
366-room hotel.

Other existing hotels, such as 
Hyatt Regency Austin, first built 
in 1982, have sought upgrades to 
keep up with changing demands. 
Last year the 488-room hotel 
south of Lady Bird Lake com-
pleted renovations on the city’s 
second-largest ballroom attached 
to a new seven-story, 794-space 
parking garage. The ballroom 
is separate from the hotel and 
is intended for local large-scale 
events, General Manager Lance 
Stumpf said. 

“For the most part [expanding 

for local events] was an advan-
tage for us, and we sell it as that,” 
Stumpf said. “I believe down the 
road, it’s going to benefit us as well 
as the local community.”

Hilton Austin also renovated its 
800 guest rooms last year as part of 
a $22 million makeover. Watson 
said the next step is to upgrade the 
hotel’s event spaces during the next 
three years to help Hilton Austin 
leverage its location next to the 
Austin Convention Center.

“Being this close, most of those 
meeting planners are looking at 
rooms within walking distance,” 
Watson said.

Next: new convention center
The new hotel rooms will allow 

Austin to soon compete against 
other convention city heavy-
weights, such as San Antonio, 
New Orleans, Phoenix and Las 
Vegas, Walsh said. The next step, 
he said, is to upgrade the Austin 
Convention Center.

“We’ve got to remain competi-
tive and make sure we’re spending 

the appropriate dollars to mod-
ernize the existing convention 
center because everyone is build-
ing bigger and newer,” Walsh said. 
“You’ve got to keep up, or try to 
stay ahead, really.”

Lander’s bureau is already 
six months into a study to 
decide what upgrades and other 
improvements might be needed 
at the convention center. The 
report could reveal by April 
what long-term strategy to take, 
Lander said.

Until the Austin Convention 
Center is expanded, Austin risks 
losing business to those larger 
convention cities, he said.

“Several factors separate Aus-
tin,” Lander said. “The cool fac-
tor is one of them, but let me tell 
you we’ve lost business because 
we didn’t have 10 extra meeting 
rooms that a group needed.”

leads the public agency that was 
responsible for helping to book 
more than 600,000 room nights in 
Austin last year, or approximately 
one-quarter of all hotel sales. 

“What [Austin residents] don’t 
see are the other 46 weeks of the 
year when we bring in doctors, 
architects and scientists who 
we don’t even notice are here,” 
Lander said. “But I guarantee the 
bartenders, the waiters and hotel 
workers all know they’re here.”

Austin is also targeting more 
international visitors, a market 
Lander said he considers rela-
tively untapped despite hosting 
the Formula 1 United States 
Grand Prix the past three years. 
International travelers typically 
benefit the tourism economy two 
to three times more than domes-
tic tourists, he said. 

“The U.S. is lagging behind the 
rest of the world on international 
visitations,” Lander said. “We 
need to be in that game, and that’s 
part of our long-term vision.”

But there is also money to be 
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Market Data

On the market  (December 2014)
Number of homes for sale/Average days on the market

Price Range 78701 78702 78703 78704 78705 78722 78723 78731 78751 78756 78757

$149,999 or less 1/21 – 1/4 1/17 1/55 – 1/68 – – – 3/18

$150,000–$199,999 – 2/68 2/71 1/34 2/17 – 1/70 – 1/46 1/4 –

$200,000–$299,999 3/90 15/57 5/74 12/88 3/33 3/105 16/67 2/108 – 2/56 3/16

$300,000–$399,999 8/47 26/109 4/53 12/63 6/93 3/75 8/67 3/46 – 4/81 5/94

$400,000–$499,999 8/79 17/84 4/45 23/69 4/103 2/65 4/84 6/85 6/75 4/63 9/96

$500,000–$599,999 5/57 12/89 6/48 12/100 – 3/46 16/94 8/86 2/68 2/144 3/33

$600,000–$799,999 2/48 5/110 13/69 24/106 – – 1/242 8/50 3/117 6/78 6/44

$800,000–$999,999 4/92 – 9/82 13/73 – – 8/100 3/50 2/88 – –

$1 million + 18/123 1/69 21/146 11/108 – – – 9/164 – – 1/141

REAL ESTATE

Median price of homes sold  December 2013  vs.  December 2014

Residential real estate listings added to the market between 01/10/15 and 01/17/15 were provided by Austin Board of Realtors. Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this listing, Community Impact 
Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

Recent Property Listings
ZIP code Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Price Sq. ft. Agent Agency Phone

78701 Avenue Lofts Condominiums 410 E. Fifth St., Unit 108 1br/1ba $409,900 1,276 Todd Bailey Realty Austin 512-900-5775

78701 Plaza Lofts Condominiums 311 W. Fifth St., Unit 1002 2br/2ba $950,000 1,897 Kumara Wilcoxon Kuper Sotheby’s International Realty 512-423-5035

78702 41 Waller Lofts 41 Waller St., Unit 302 2br/1ba $299,000 936 Betsy Gallagher RE/MAX 1 512-431-8265

78702 Division B 2206 E. 14th St., Unit A 3br/3ba $349,000 1,463 Ami Davis Realty Austin 512-297-8251

78702 Foster 1191 Chicon St. 2br/1ba $250,000 816 David Huffaker J.B.G Inc.–Central Commercial 512-658-0890

78703 Brykerwoods East 1804 W. 34th St. 3br/2ba $890,000 1,949 Kevin Elliott Keller Williams Realty 512-347-7740

78703 Mont-Dale 3417 Hillview Road 4br/3ba $1,195,000 3,656 Dawna Cekuta Kuper Sotheby’s International Realty 512-413-3333

78704 Barton Terrace 2309 Spring Creek Drive 4br/3ba $815,000 2,562 Mary Worley Kuper Sotheby’s International Realty 512-731-4680

78704 Bouldin Creek–South Heights 906 W. Gibson St. 4br/2ba $1,495,000 2,900 Carl Shurr Realty Austin 512-944-5977

78704 Bouldin James E 715 W. Johanna St. 2br/1ba $549,000 818 Carlos Gonzales e–Executive Realty 512-825-0065

78704 Southwood 2412 Havenside Drive 3br/1ba $430,000 1,014 Robert Albertson Realty Austin 512-653-8939

78704 Valley View Enclave 4008 Valley View Road, Unit C 3br/3ba $445,250 1,781 Todd Bailey Realty Austin 512-900-5775

78704 Zilker Elementary 2005 Bluebonnet Lane, Unit A 3br/2ba $549,900 1,661 Peter Davis Keller Williams–Lake Travis 512-694-6812

78705 Speedway Condominiums 305 E. 31st St., Unit 1 3br/2ba $345,000 1,147 Joan Hester Keller Williams–Lake Travis 512-426-8544

78723 Delwood 1610 Cloverleaf Drive 3br/2ba $319,500 1,346 Lisa Munoz Realty Austin 512-600-8294

78723 Lakeside University Hills 6613 Betty Cook Drive 3br/2ba $279,000 1,374 Jeremy Knight Keller Williams Realty 512-715-4955

78723 Manor Hills 4813 Blueberry Trail 4br/1ba $199,000 1,376 Natalie Freeman Keller Williams Realty 512-296-8805

78723 Verandas On Berkman 5820 Berkman Drive, Unit 116 1br/1ba $129,900 631 Perry Henderson Berkshire Hathaway Texas Realty 512-791-7462

78731 Fiddlers Hill Condominiums 6906 Thorncliffe Drive, Unit 2 3br/2ba $260,000 1,450 Arlene Maze Carol Dochen Realtors 512-789-1892

78751 Hegman Subdivision 5013 Avenue F, Unit B 3br/2ba $479,900 1,796 Suzanne Pringle Kuper Sotheby’s International Realty 512-217-1047

78751 Highland Terrace 211 W. 55th St. 2br/1ba $325,000 989 Julie Delgado Keller Williams Realty 512-554-2653

78751 Morningside 910 E. 54th St. 2br/1ba $279,990 864 Kasey Jorgenson Keller Williams Realty–RR 512-574-5484

78756 Grovers Paradise Condominiums 5613 Roosevelt Ave., Unit A 3br/2ba $400,000 1,587 Debbie Harmon Kuper Sotheby’s International Realty 512-422-1583

78757 Bowling Green 8611 Bowling Green Drive 3br/2ba $314,900 1,417 Charles Nehme Keller Williams Realty 512-658-6819

78757 Brandywine Condominiums 1748 Ohlen Road, Unit 29 1br/1ba $119,500 770 Tex Meazell Keller Williams Realty–RR 512-785-4834

78757 Crestview 1314 Pasadena Drive 4br/3ba $625,000 2,458 Wade Giles Moreland Properties 512-808-6756

78757 Violet Crown Heights 1404 Arcadia Ave. 3br/1ba $349,900 1,176 Catherine Myers Kuper Sotheby’s International Realty 512-423-9349
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The buildup of dust combined with the moisture that circulates 
inside your home creates the best habitat for mold to develop. 
Having your carpets and ducts professionally cleaned can im-
prove overall quality and air circulation, eliminate mold and dirt 
build-up while leaving your air fresh and clean.

AIR DUCT 
CLEANING

CARPET DEEP CLEANING
We open, brush and vacuum each vent and clean all the way to the main unit, using 

roto brush system. Single furnace. Up to 10 Vents. Expires 2/25/15

FREE
Must present coupon. Expires 2/25/15

INSTITUTE
of

INSPECTION
CLEANING and
RESTORATION

CERFTIFICATION

5 Reasons to Choose Steam Express for Your Cleaning Needs:

1. REPUTATION: Our company is referred by the most respected realtors in the area and thousands of repeat costumers.

2. EDUCATION: Steam Express is certified by the Institute of Inspection Cleaning and Restoration Certification. The IICRC is the world’s 
most recognized body of certification for the professional cleaner. We do criminal background checks on all our technicians.

3. EXPERIENCE: Our company is experienced in all methods of cleaning and all types of sailing conditions.

4. SYSTEMS: Our company uses the most advanced cleaning systems on the market.
5. GUARANTEE: If you are not completely thrilled with the service you receive, we will rush back within a few days and make it right.

CALL NOW! (512) 634-8610
www.Steam-Express.com

Locally Owned & Operated • Insured & Bonded 
7 Days a Week: 7am-7pm

TACLA #002691C 
Steam Express AC You Need Fresh Air

Steamexpress

100% ORGANIC Carpet & Air Duct Cleaning

Before After

AIR DUCT CLEANING Improving Indoor Air Quality 
has Become The Homeowners 
Highest Priority to Prevent Upper 
Respiratory Problems & Illnesses.

up to 
10 

vents
Organic Solution • 2 Year Warranty

$99

3 ROOMS* 
DEEP STEAM 
CLEANING $97

*Rooms over 200 sq ft are considered 2 rooms. 
Includes Deodorizer & Pre-Conditioning.  Expires 2/25/15

5 ROOMS* 
DEEP STEAM 
CLEANING $147

*Rooms over 200 sq ft are considered 2 rooms.
Includes Deodorizer& Pre-Conditioning. Expires 2/25/15

7 ROOMS* 
DEEP STEAM 
CLEANING

TILE 
CLEANING

$197

99¢
*Rooms over 200 sq ft are considered 2 rooms. 

Includes Deodorizer& Pre-Conditioning. Expires 2/25/15

Expires 2/25/15

UPHOLSTERY 
CLEANING

SOFA, LOVE SEAT, CHAIR
*Includes Deodorizer & Pre-Conditioning. 

Expires 2/25/15

$177

2 ROOMS CARPET CLEANING 
with Air Duct Cleaning

Proudly Celebrating 12 Years of Serving Families in Austin 

Per sq. ft.
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Explore the all-new

Looking for
Coupons?

Hundreds of local 
and regional coupons

Just click and print



At Seton, people are at the heart of everything we do. Our newest teaching hospital will refl ect that. We’re 
building Seton Medical Center at The University of Texas in collaboration with The University of Texas Dell 
Medical School, creating a place where doctors, teachers, nurses and our community can work together to 
fi nd better ways to care. Honestly, it’s not rocket science. It’s just people science. Welcome to Humancare.
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