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Austin motorists prepare for new hands-free law 
that prevents handling of devices while driving

New distracted driving 
ordinance starts Jan. 1

By Jennifer Curington
Drivers in Austin will have 

to ring in the new year by put-
ting down their cell phones 
and keeping their hands on the 
steering wheel.

Texting while driving is illegal 
in Austin, but starting Jan. 1 driv-
ers and bicyclists will also not be 
allowed to touch their phones, 
laptops, GPS or other electronic 
devices while their vehicle or 
bicycle is in motion. Violators 
face potential fines of up to $500. 

“The ordinance that we had 
in place was very difficult for 
the officers to enforce because 
the officer had to determine 
if the motorist was using the 
phone to text, which would be 
a violation, or to dial a phone 
number, which would be legal,” 
said Brian Manley, Austin Police 
Department assistant chief.

Austin City Council passed 

the law Aug. 28 after an advisory 
group studied the issue and made 
recommendations that shaped 
the ordinance. 

Drivers and cyclists can 
touch devices if they are law-
fully stopped at a red light, dur-
ing standstill traffic or if they 
are trying to contact emergency 
services, Manley said. Use of any 
device, whether hands-free or 
otherwise, will still be illegal in 
school zones.

Smartphones and other 
devices can still be used if they 
are mounted to the car dash-
board. Motorists can also utilize 
a Bluetooth or similar device 
such as earphones as long as 
only one earbud is being used, 
Manley said. That way, he said 
drivers could still hear the traffic 
around them.

The new law is intended to 
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See Commute | 29
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Texas is among six states without a distracted driving law, but at least 
22 Texas cities—including Austin—have passed municipal ordinances 
that ban texting or handheld use of electronic devices while driving.

In absence of state law, Texas cities step in 

Texas map is not comprehensive

Maps not to scale

Changing driver behavior could 
help better Austin’s congestion
By Amy Denney

In March prepaid debit card pro-
vider NetSpend ran out of allocated 
parking spots for new employees at 
its downtown Austin office.

To encourage employees to 
swap their single-occupancy com-
mutes for carpooling, public tran-
sit, biking or other travel options 
the company participated in 
Mobility Week on Oct. 20–24, said 
Lynda Lerner, NetSpend’s man-
ager of administrative services.

The Capital Area Metropolitan Planning Organization is the transportation planning group 
for Central Texas. By 2035 it estimates an additional 400,000 commuter trips will be on 

area roadways compared with today. To manage congestion Central Texas will need  
drivers and businesses to do their part.

WHAT DO WE NEED TO DO TO REDUCE TRAFFIC?

1. BUILD

Expand capacity for all 
modes of transportation.

2. MOBILE

Increase the area’s 
mobile workforce by 

76,000.

3. FLEX

Shift 46,000 commuters 
out of rush hour.

4. MODE

Shift 74,000 travelers to other 
modes of transportation.

5. M
IXED-USE

Reduce average home-work 
trip length by 25 percent.

Source: Greater Austin Chamber of Commerce

During Mobility Week, 
NetSpend paid for transit passes 
and gas for carpooling to encour-
age use of other commute options. 
In 2015, NetSpend wants to imple-
ment a permanent program to 
save on parking, Lerner said. Four 
employees have already given 
up their parking spots for other 
options, but the company needs 40 
more employees to do the same.

“If people do start commuting 

OFF TO WORK WE GO
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St. David’s Emergency Network

Minor to Major.

From broken bones to strokes or flu-like symptoms 

to respiratory issues, the St. David’s Emergency  

Network provides high quality emergency medical 

care for your entire family. The latest life-saving 

technology, board-certified ER physicians and  

24/7 comprehensive emergency care. No matter 

where you are in Central Texas, there’s a  

location near you.

To find the facility nearest you, visit StDavids.com/protect

Urgent Care Facilities

Emergency Centers

Outpatient Surgery Centers

14-SDM-1382 Community Impact ER Ad_103.1.indd   1 12/1/14   4:35 PM
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Featured Property: 
4102 River Place Blvd  |  Austin , TX  78730

Kuperrealty.com

NORTHWEST 512.345.2100  |  WESTLAKE 512.327.4800

HILL COUNTRY GALLERIA 512.261.0008  |  BARTON CREEK 512.328.0058

Kuperrealty.com

NORTHWEST 512.345.2100  |  WESTLAKE 512.327.4800

HILL COUNTRY GALLERIA 512.261.0008  |  BARTON CREEK 512.328.0058

contact us to learn about our complimentary tools that will help you find 
your dream home and to be connected with one of our neighborhood experts.
contact us to learn about our complimentary tools that will help you find 
your dream home and to be connected with one of our neighborhood experts.

Featured Property: 
4102 River Place Blvd  |  Austin , TX  78730
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DISCOVER WELLMED AND ENJOY A NEW STANDARD OF 
HEALTHCARE. ONE YOU NEVER KNEW EXISTED.
WellMed is a medical group that specializes in healthcare for Medicare-eligible patients. We were created in 
1990 by a doctor who is passionate about giving quality, affordable care to patients. Today all of our doctors 
and staff members share that passion. We deliver a standard of care that helps those we serve live longer, 
healthier, happier lives.

•  We specialize in Medicare-eligible patients. You are our passion and our purpose.

•  We take time for you, because we care about you. Our doctors see fewer patients each day so you have 
time to create a long-lasting relationship based on trust and respect.

•  Our doctors and staff members are thorough. We take time to answer all of your questions and explain all 
of your test results.

•  We provide affordable care. We help connect those who qualify with social and financial assistance programs.

•  Health care guidance offered 24/7. Some locations offer after-hours and walk-in appointments…just like 
the old days.

•  We accept Medicare and select Medicare Advantage plans.

• An independent study shows WellMed patients live longer.*

* According to an 8-year study performed jointly with the American Academy of Family Physicians, WellMed patients in Texas ages 65  
and older live longer than the general Texas population of adults in the same age group. The study was published in the January 2011 
Journal of Ambulatory Care Management.

Does this sound too good to be true? Tour a WellMed location near you and see what 150,000 
patients love about WellMed!  Visit DiscoverWellMed.com 

WellMed is a medical group with a network of primary care physicians and specialists. WellMed accepts Original Medicare 
and select Medicare Advantage health plans. Plans vary by county.

AD_AU_DISC_CO10614

Optum Sales Support Center connects Medicare beneficiaries with resources including licensed insurance 
agents that sell Medicare Advantage and Medicare prescription drug plans.

Call toll-free 866-868-6745 today.
A representative from Optum Sales Support Center can 
connect you with a licensed insurance agent in your 
area to review your health insurance plan options.

WM_Discover_SAS_Impact_10x12.25_NOV_PRINT.indd   1 10/27/14   3:33 PM
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“I love that paper!” or 
“I read it cover to cover 
every month” is all I have 
heard since I announced 
in November my plans 
to step away from the 
anchor desk at KEYE-TV 
and become the general 
manager of Community 
Impact Newspaper’s Cen-
tral Austin edition.

I am honored to be 
part of such a beloved publication. The staff behind these 
pages are some of the most passionate, supportive people 
I have ever met. It gives me great pleasure knowing how 
much heart my fellow employeees put into their work.

My first experience with Community Impact News-
paper came after my husband and I bought our Austin 
home and found the newspaper in our mailbox. The 
publication became our survival guide as we did not yet 
have a refrigerator and needed to know what restaurants 
were close. When moving to a new city, as more than 
100 people do every day in Austin, it is nice to get that 

friendly nudge in the right direction. I’m glad I get to 
pay this good deed forward by informing my neighbors 
about the local businesses surrounding them.

Our mission is to not only cover the stories that 
impact readers directly but to also help navigate Central 
Austinites through the changes in their own neighbor-
hoods as our city grows. This month’s front-page story 
addresses a new city distracted driving ordinance that 
will soon ban handheld cell phone use while driving. To 
help prepare readers for these changes, on pages 26–27 
we have outlined some hands-free alternatives to help 
keep motorists safe on the road and out of trouble.

Some of the same people who have raved to me about 
the paper have expressed their disappointment that 
I will no longer be in their living room, but I quickly 
remind them that is not true. I have just switched 
locations from the TV to the coffee table. Pick us up 
anytime and read about the great city we all share.
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FROM THE GENERAL MANAGER

TOP 10 CENTRAL AUSTIN WEB STORIES

1   “Experts forecast future of Austin’s innovation economy”  
—Dec. 4

2                                    “Google Fiber opens downtown showroom”  
—Dec. 4

3                                    “IMPACT ROUNDUP: Two Guadalupe Street eateries to 
expand”—Dec. 10

4                                   
 

“Austin mayoral candidates face off for final time”  
—Dec. 8

5                                   
 

“Google announces downtown location for Fiber office”  
—Nov. 24

6                                   
 “Homeless solutions sought”  

—Nov. 26

7                                   
 “Economic development senior vice president  

leaves Austin chamber”—Dec. 5

8                                   
 “Local elections far from over”  

—Nov. 26

9                                   
 

“Technology industry”  
—Nov. 26

10                                   
 

“Mortified” Austin Arts feature—Nov. 26 

Results from www.impactnews.com/cta collected 11/26/14–12/12/14

COMMUNITY FEEDBACK
TAKE THE POLL

LAST MONTH’S POLL RESULTS

What steps do you intend on taking to 
comply with Austin’s new hands-free 
ordinance while driving?

  Take the poll online at impactnews.com/cta-poll.

Is enough being done to address Austin’s 
homelessness issue?

  69.77%                                                               No, more funding 
and resources are needed to address the issue

  30.23%                   Yes, there are plenty of public and 
private resources available 

Results from an unscientific Web survey collected 11/26/14–12/12/14

A November front-page story addressed Austin’s homeless-
ness issue and efforts underway to help individuals in need. 
The online version of the story addressed whether Austi-
nites should donate to panhandlers. 

Correction: Volume 7, Issue 1
On Page 1, both a story and photo cutline incorrectly 
identified Austin Resource Center for the Homeless, or 
ARCH, a downtown homeless shelter on the corner of East 
Seventh and Neches streets in Austin. 

2015 Foreseter 2.5i 
CVT with Alloy Package

$263mo. 
$999 due at signing

Roger Beasley Volvo of georgetown volvogeorgetown.com

Model FFA. With approved credit. Dealer contribution may a� ect � nal negotiated price. 42 mo lease, $999 total due at inception (including 1st mo payment), 
no sec. dep. required, 41 monthly pymts of $263, � nal pymt / residual = $13,387. Based on 10k mi. / yr with $.15 per mi. excess charge. MSRP $23,486. Stk# Z11118.

Expires 01/02/2015. Must provide proof of ownership (insurance card). Conquest & Volvo Loyalty may not be combined. Incentive will be reduced from sale price. 
Only available on 2015 or 2015.5 Volvo S60 ($2000) & XC60 ($1000).

Subaru of georgetown subarugeorgetown.com

Roger Beasley Volvo of Georgetown 7501 South IH 35 • Georgetown • (888) 523-1363
Roger Beasley Volvo of Austin 6375 East Highway 290 • Austin • (888) 543-7193

Subaru of Georgetown • 7501 S IH 35 • Georgetown • (888) 694-7819

0.9% APR Financing available for 48 mos

volvogeorgetown.com

Model FFA. With approved credit. Dealer contribution may a� ect � nal negotiated price. 42 mo lease, $999 total due at inception (including 1st mo payment), Expires 01/02/2015. Must provide proof of ownership (insurance card). Conquest & Volvo Loyalty may not be combined. Incentive will be reduced from sale price. 

Roger Beasley Volvo of Georgetown 7501 South IH 35 • Georgetown • (888) 523-1363
Roger Beasley Volvo of Austin 6375 East Highway 290 • Austin • (888) 543-7193

0.9% APR Financing available for 48 mos

Receive up to
$2,000 
Bonus Savings On
New 2015/2015.5 S60
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Lady Bird Lake
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35th St. 38th St.

been confirmed as new tenants for the 
building. 512-322-3210.  
www.lpcaustin.com

Anniversaries

8  Due Forni, 106 E. Sixth St., celebrates 
its one-year anniversary Dec. 12. The 
business began in Las Vegas and uses two 
special ovens to create Neapolitan and 
Roman-style pizzas. It also features hot 
and cold appetizers, a mozzarella bar, 
salads, roasted entrees and desserts as well 
as wine and cocktails. Due Forni offers 
lunch, dinner and Sunday brunch. 512-391-
9300. www.dueforni.com

Closings

9  Bar and nightclub Hudson on Fifth, 
301 W. Fifth St., closed Nov. 1. The space 
is now vacant and available for lease. The 
property is likely to be converted to a 
restaurant or remain a nightclub, said Herb 
Sladek, a leasing agent for the property. 
www.hudsononfifth.snappages.com

Central Austin

Now Open

10  Reusable coffee filters are being created 
at a new factory location for CoffeeSock. 
The business hosted an open house Nov. 14 
to introduce Austin to the space located at 
2228 S. Lamar Blvd., Ste. B, where owner 
Corina Guillory and her staff create the 
sustainable and reusable filters, which can 
last up to a year if used for a pot of coffee 
every day. www.coffeesock.com

11  A bohemian Dallas original has now 
found a home on Congress Avenue. The 
Gypsy Wagon, 1204 S. Congress Ave., 
opened its first Austin retail location 
Dec. 4. Owner Carley Seale has packed 
the store with a variety of items ranging 
from clothes to jewelry, handbags, hats 
and home accessories. 512-887-8010.  
www.the-gypsy-wagon.com

12  The first brick-and-mortar location for 
The Peached Tortilla, 5520 Burnet Road, 
Ste. 100, opened Dec. 2. The company also 
has two food trucks and offers catering 
services. The menu blends Japanese and 
Southern cuisines based on the childhood 
influences of founder Eric Silverstein. 512-
330-4439. www.thepeachedtortilla.com

13  The new AT&T store of the future, 
1920 E. Riverside Drive, Ste. 100, is 
scheduled to open Dec. 19. The new 
concept is making its way into AT&T 
stores nationwide to allow more 
interactive shopping experiences for 
customers with the various services the 
company has to offer. www.att.com

14  Barley Bean, 2222 Rio Grande St., 
opened Oct. 31. The shop offers organic 
groceries, beverages, craft beer, growlers, 

Downtown

Now Open

1  Google Fiber moved into the former 
space of the Austin Children’s Museum, 
201 Colorado St. The workspace opened 
Dec. 2 and serves as a place for members 
of the public to explore the services 
Google Fiber provides, such as Internet 
and TV. Visitors may also produce their 
own videos utilizing the company’s 
gigabit-per-second Internet speeds. 
Phase 2 of the space will open at a later 
date that has not been set.  
866-777-7550. http://fiber.google.com

2  Authentic Middle Eastern and 
Mediterranean food has a new home at 
Austin’s Habibi, 817 W. Fifth St. The food 
truck opened Oct. 10 and is owned by Ali 
Alabudi, who brought his family’s recipes 
from Iraq to Austin to offer a menu that 
features gyros, falafel, hummus and 
shawarma chicken. 512-909-7821.  
www.austinshabibi.com

3  Kababeque opened a new location 
at 120 W. 5th St. on Sept. 18. The food 
truck serves dishes that blend Indian and 
Mediterranean tastes. Kababeque also 
has a truck on 31st Street and another at 
The Domain in North Austin. 512-903-
4001. www.facebook.com/kababeque

4  The former home of Molotov 
Lounge is now the first Austin location 
of Concrete Cowboy, 719 W. Sixth St., 
debuting Nov. 21 as one of the latest late-
night establishments along West Sixth 
Street. The bar started in Dallas and offers 
drinks and music by DJs. 512-987-0860. 
www.concretecowboybar.com

5  Freetail Velo, 610 N. I-35, Ste. C, 
opened Oct. 1. The company rents 
bicycles, provides bike locks, offers route 
suggestions and hosts bike tours of 
downtown Austin. Bikes can be delivered 
to customers for free with hourly, daily or 
weekly rates. The owners also are working 
to offer repairs, accessories and E.L.F. solar 
trikes. 512-291-3199. www.freetailvelo.com

Coming Soon

6  Fixe, 500 W. Fifth St., is scheduled to 
open by the end of December at the new 
IBC Bank Plaza building with Executive 
Chef James Robert serving up dinner 
dishes inspired by his upbringing in 
Louisiana. Valet parking is available on 
site. 512-888-9133. www.austinfixe.com

7  Lincoln Property Co., a national 
real estate firm with a Southwest Austin 
office, is constructing an 18-story, 
179,289-square-foot office tower at 201 
W. Fifth St. The project is scheduled to 
be complete in early 2016. The group 
partnered with Goldman Sachs for 
the development. No businesses have 
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local kombucha, juices, smoothies and 
coffee on-tap as well as breakfast pastries, 
paninis, wraps and salads. 512-382-9106. 
www.barleybean.com

15  Art by Austin’s homeless as well as 
local artists is on display at Art for the 
People, 1711 S. First St. The art gallery 
opened Dec. 5 and also displays estate 
art to promote nonprofits that raise 
awareness and fund programs to help the 
homeless population and other causes. 
512-761-4708. 
www.artforthepeoplegallery.com

16  Riley-Gardner Memorial of Austin, 
4930 Burnet Road, opened its first Austin 
location Oct. 15. The business specializes 
in personal and civic monuments, 
markers and plaques. Riley-Gardner 
Memorial has operated in Texas and 
Oklahoma since 1957. 512-524-1578. 
www.rileygardnerofaustin.com

Two Austinites started a branch of 
Caring Transitions, a company that 
helps seniors relocate and downsize. 
The business also assists in liquidating 
and selling estates and preparing 
homes for the market. Owners 
Brandon and Elizabeth Mirabel 
have been operating the business in 
Austin since Sept. 26. 512-717-0302.                                                  
www.caringtransitionsgreateraustin.com

Coming Soon

17  Food truck Chi’Lantro will open its first 
brick-and-mortar location at 1509 S. Lamar 
Blvd., Ste. 575, in January. The Korean and 
Mexican fusion restaurant will offer the 
same signature dishes its food trucks offer 
as well as some new menu items.  
512-800-9098. www.chilantrobbq.com

Relocations

18  Goldis Sausage Co. moved in 
November after a short stint at 503 
Colorado St. The food truck can now 
be found at Bouldin Creek Food Park, 
1207 S. First St. www.facebook.com/
goldissausagecompany

19  Walker Tire, 6208 N. Lamar Blvd., 
relocated Nov. 1 two blocks south of 
its former location to offer employees a 
space with modern updates. The former 
space near Crestview Transit Station 
will be reconstructed into residential 
dwellings in the near future. The 
80-year-old business offers services such 
as tune-ups and new tires. 512-454-8772. 
www.walkertireco.com

20  Former Kerbey Lane Doll Shoppe is now 
home to Sanders Architecture. The group 
finalized its move from Hyde Park on Oct. 
21 to 3706 Kerbey Lane. The five-employee 
team is responsible for designing residential, 
commercial and institutional projects. 512-
482-9258. www.sanders-architecture.com 

21  Dr. Amy S. Bekanich moved from a 
practice in Round Rock to start her own 
business. She opened Austin Plastic 
Surgery Boutique, 3445 Executive 
Center Drive, Ste. 213, so she could 
focus solely on providing cosmetic 
plastic surgery for the face, chest and 
body. Dr. Bekanich will begin accepting 
new patients Jan. 1. 512-334-9945.                                             
www.boutiqueplasticsurgery.com

Anniversaries

22  Snack Bar, 1224 S. Congress Ave., 
celebrated its five-year anniversary Oct. 30. 
The cafe and lounge offers brunch, tapas, 
craft beer and wine, with gluten-free and 
vegan options available. 512-445-2626. 
www.snackbaraustin.com

23  Apothecary Cafe & Wine Bar, 
4800 Burnet Road, celebrated its five-
year anniversary Oct. 21. The bar offers 
brunch, dinner, an oyster bar and wine 
with a menu that rotates so diners can 
experience different flavors and cultures 
each time they visit. 512-371-1600.  
www.apothecaryaustin.com

24  Chiropractic and rehabilitation facility 
rehabfx, 4006 S. Lamar Blvd., Ste. 650, 
celebrates its one-year anniversary Jan. 2. 
The business provides treatment for neck 
and back pain, sports injuries, migraines, 

headaches, joint pain, sprains, strains and 
post-surgery rehabilitation. 512-480-9999. 
www.rehabfx.com

Expansions

25  The former Sun Hing location 
will double the space of the adjoining 
Torchy’s Tacos, 2801 Guadalupe St. 
The business plans to expand to make 
room for a full bar to complement the 
restaurant. No construction date to 
begin the remodel has been set.  
512-494-8226. www.torchystacos.com

26  The doors have temporarily closed 
at Verts Kebap, 2530 Guadalupe St.,  
to begin expansion into the former 
Leighelena retail space next door to 
provide more seating space for customers. 
The eatery offers a German street food–
inspired menu in which diners can pair 
fresh vegetables with falafels, vegetable 
patties, chicken, beef and lamb. Verts 
management said construction started 
Nov. 24, and the location is expected to 
reopen the first week of January.  
512-215-9589. www.vertskebap.com

Name Change

27  Restyle, a women’s consignment shop 
that has operated in Austin for eight years, 
is now called Still in Style, 7301 Burnet 
Road, Ste. 105. The name change, effective 
Nov. 21, comes shortly after new owner 
Pamela Ames took over the business.  
512-407-8861. www.stillinstyle.com

Closings

28  Rainey Street Food Court, 74 Rainey 
St., will close by Dec. 30 to make room for 
a new mixed-use development. Owners 
of the food trucks located on the site have 
been notified to vacate by Dec. 30, and 
many of the trucks are already seeking 
new locations to continue operating. Food 
trucks at the location prior to closing 
include My Granny’s Kitchen, Funky Food 
Bus, Beef Cake Shop, Dawn’s Thai Kitchen, 
Firefly Pizza Pies, Big Fat Greek Gyros and 
Scotty’s BBQ. Twitter: @RaineyFoodCourt

Compiled by Jennifer Curington

Sanders Architecture creates residential,  
commercial and institutional designs. 

20

News or questions about Impacts or Central Austin news? 
Email ctanews@impactnews.com.

CoffeeSock creates reusable coffee filters from 
cotton in its new South Lamar Boulevard factory.
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Freetail Velo offers bike rentals and tours with 
bike delivery free of charge.
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Mark Strama, head of Austin’s Google Fiber, intro-
duces the new workspace and installation vans Dec. 1.
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24/7 EMERGENCY CARE WITHOUT THE WAIT

• Board Certified ER Physicians 
• CT, Ultrasound & X-ray On-Site 
• Pediatric Friendly
• Open 24/7/365www.austiner.com MoPac
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S. Lamar B
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.LOCATIONS
3563 Far West Ste. 110, Austin TX 78731 • 512-481-2321

4015 South Lamar, Austin TX 78704 • 512-774-5780

NOW OPEN!
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East Austin

Now Open

1  A blend of Texas and Italian cuisines is 
being served up by Gibroni’s Texitalican 
Kitchen, 2211 Webberville Road. The food 
truck opened Nov. 13 next to Bar 2211 and 
offers dishes such as chorizo meatballs and 
Tex-Mex sauces over traditional Italian 
pasta. 512-387-7311. www.gibronis.com

2  Adult Daycare Center of Texas, 
4605 N. I-35, opened Nov. 4. The center 
provides activities for seniors to keep them 
active and focuses on helping those with 
Alzheimer’s disease, dementia and other 
ailments. 512-351-8629. www.adcctx.com 

3  Drinks Lounge, 2001 E. Cesar Chavez 
St., opened Sept. 17. The bar offers indoor 
and outdoor seating for customers to 
partake in specialty cocktails, draft beer 
and local craft beer. Monday is trivia 
night, and pool is free on Tuesdays.  
www.facebook.com/drinkslounge

4  Cuvee Coffee, 2000 E. Sixth St., opened 
in late August. The coffee bar also has on 
tap nine beers, two wines and its Black and 
Blue products, which include cold-crafted 
coffee. 512-520-4470. www.cuveecoffee.com

5  Central Health opened Phase 1 of 
Southeast Health and Wellness Center, 
2901 Montopolis Drive, to patients  
Oct. 13. The center offers health services 
such as primary care, dental, radiology 
and behavioral services. Patients will be 
accepted at the center no matter their 
ability to pay. Phase 2 of the project is set 
to be completed by fall 2015. 512-978-9015. 
www.centralhealth.net

Coming Soon

6  Independent optometry practice 
Envision Eye Center, 1801 E. 51st St., 
Ste. 360, will open in early January. The 
business is privately owned and will 
offer eye care and eyewear. The office is 
currently scheduling appointments. 512-
271-6671. www.envisioneyeaustin.com

Compiled by Jennifer Curington

Tiger Lily Studios seeks to create a welcoming 
environment for its clients at its new location.

Food truck Churro Co. on East Riverside Drive 
serves traditional and specialty churros.
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IMPACTS
7  A new location for Casa Colombia 

restaurant is in the works after it closed 
its original location July 27 in anticipation 
of relocating down the road to 2409 E. 
Seventh St. The new location will open in 
January and will provide customers with 
both indoor and outdoor seating in a bigger, 
newly built space. www.casa-colombia.com

8  Street Lights Residential is 
developing a mixed-used project at  
2025 E. Seventh St. The project, called 
7 East,  is expected to be completed 
January 2016 and include 177 apartment 
units and nine office or retail spaces. The 
tallest building in the complex will be 
five stories and the other building will be 
four stories. www.streetlightsres.com 

Relocations

9  After eight years in downtown Austin 
Tiger Lily Studios relocated Nov. 29 to 
2931 E. 12th St. Owners Susan and Shane 
Epperly said they moved to the east side to 
offer customers more convenient access. 
They will continue to offer body and facial 
massage services at the new location.  
512-809-6708. www.tigerlilystudios.com

10   Food truck Churro Co. moved Nov. 
1 to South Shore Eatery, 1620 E. Riverside 
Drive, after an initial opening four months 
ago in East Austin. The eatery serves 
traditional and specialty churros with 
toppings made from scratch.  
512-905-5267. Twitter: @ChurroCoAustin

New Ownership

11  Production studio Rooster Teeth, 
1901 E. 51st St., was acquired Nov. 10 by 
California-based Fullscreen. Rooster Teeth 
creates short films for its online channels. 
Rooster Teeth CEO Matt Hullum said 
the acquisition is a great opportunity for 
Rooster Teeth that will allow for more 
connections and resources to produce and 
distribute content, including the feature-
length film “Lazer Team,” which debuts 
this spring. www.roosterteeth.com 

News or questions about Impacts or East Austin news? 
Email ctanews@impactnews.com.
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Introducing
          the

www.austindetours.com   512-962-8636 314 Old Highway 183   |   Cedar Park, TX 78613
512.331.7503   |   Plushhomefabric.com

Your Austin area source for fabulous fabrics and trims, custom window treatments, upholstery, and custom bedding.
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2   Bowie Street underpass
A dedicated bicycle and pedestrian path 
will be extended to Bowie Street from the 
Pfluger Bridge and the Gables 
apartment development to provide a 
safe undercrossing of the Union Pacific 
Railroad tracks. Motorists will not have 
access to the new underpass, which 
will provide access to Third Street—a 
corridor that is soon slated to have a 
protected bike lane.

Timeline: Spring 2015–spring 2016
Cost: $4.41 million
Funding sources: Seaholm Tax 
Increment Finance District No. 18

3   Cesar Chavez Street walkway
The walkway along Lady Bird Lake between 
South First Street and West Avenue will be 
improved to match the style and feel of the 
recent walkway constructed at First Street 
and Cesar Chavez Street. Improvements 
include new trees, landscaping, furnishings 
and other beautification efforts.

Timeline: September 2015–May 2016
Cost: $1.5 million
Funding sources: 2012 transportation and 
mobility bond money

4   Riverside Drive reconfiguration
Plans call for reconfiguring the intersection of 
Riverside Drive and South Lakeshore Boulevard 
to create a Complete Street—or converting 
roadways into public spaces designed to 
serve bicyclists, pedestrians and transit riders 
as well as motorists—and ensure the entire 
area is designed with all users in mind. Bicycle 
amenities will aim to improve connectivity, 
and additions such as rain gardens will allow 
runoff from impervious surfaces to help water 
native plants and grasses.

Timeline: Construction begins in mid- to 
late 2015

1   East Fifth Street pipe installation
The city is installing approximately 1,000 linear feet 
of two 30-inch chilled water supply pipelines and 
return piping on Fifth Street from San Jacinto 
Boulevard to Red River Street. Austin Energy 
designated this a priority project to keep up with 
the growing demand for chilled water services in 
the downtown area. This project will extend Austin 
Energy’s existing chilled water transmission and 
distribution piping along this area of Fifth Street with the objective of providing increased 
hydraulic capacity to serve a growing number of new customers and improve overall 
operation, efficiency and reliability for all downtown customers.

Timeline: February 2014–April 2015
Cost: $7.3 million
Funding sources: Austin Energy

Project Spotlight

TRANSPORTATION UPDATES
Major projects in the area

News or questions about these or 
other local transportation projects? 
Email us at ctanews@impactnews.com.Compiled by Joe Lanane

Cost: $731,897
Funding sources: 2012 transportation bond 
money

5   FM 969/Martin Luther King Jr. 
Boulevard
State crews will resurface the roadway 
between Airport Boulevard and JJ Seabrook 
Drive. Work is not likely to begin until at 
least a few months after the project is bid 
upon, according to a Texas Department of 
Transportation spokeswoman. 

Timeline: Goes to bid January 2018
Cost: $760,719.16
Funding sources: TxDOT

6   Pressler Street extension
Access near the MoPac corridor will be 
improved by extending Pressler Street 
south to connect with Reserve Road, 
creating a previously nonexistent north-
south connection between West Fifth and 
West Cesar Chavez streets. The nearby 
Union Pacific railroad crossing will also 
be upgraded to better serve motorists 
and bicyclists. $3 million in bond money 
is expected to help cover the first phase 
of the project. The city is conducting a 
traffic study to evaluate potential project 
impacts and identify existing traffic issues 
occurring in the area. Results from the 
traffic study are expected to be complete 
by early 2015. The traffic study will include 
draft recommendations related to the 
proposed Pressler Street extension as 
well as modifications to improve existing 
mobility issues. 

Timeline: Design recommendations 
anticipated to go before Austin City 
Council in 2015
Cost: $8 million
Funding sources: 2012 transportation 
and mobility bond money
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Live Animal Trapping • Prevention
Dead Animal Removal

Squirrels • Rats • Raccoons • Bats • Birds

512.363.8070 • www.CritterRidderTexas.com

We also specialize in Attic Cleanup, 
Disinfectant, Odor Removal, 

Repair & Replacement of Insulation

Squirrels • Rats • Raccoons • Bats • Birds

512.363.8070 • www.CritterRidderTexas.com
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Auto Expertise & Quality Parts
Right in your neighborhood!
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Dr. Sule is Board Certified by the American Board of Pediatrics. She has over 6 years experience in 
Pediatric Medicine, having worked in children’s clinics and as a Labor and Deliver hospitalist. Dr. Sule 
is ready to care for you and your family. 

The Right Care, At the Right Time, At the Right Place

CommUnityCare at William Cannon would like to 
welcome our newest 

Pediatric Physician - Dr. Aditi J. Sule.

Communitycare at William Cannon Is happy to provide your child with the following services:

• Well Child Checks
• Same Day Sick Visits

To schedule an appointment, call (512) 978-9015

• Sports Physicals
• Immunizations

Trustee: Cruz final remaining candidate
Two potential candidates withdraw before mid-December forum; 
board of trustees to take vote on hiring superintendent in 2015
By Kelli Weldon 

Paul Cruz, who became interim super-
intendent of Austin ISD in April, could 
be dropping the “interim” from his title 
in 2015. After an eight-month search that 
began when former Superintendent Meria 
Carstarphen left the district, AISD nar-
rowed down a list of 98 applicants to three. 

Two candidates withdrew from consid-
eration for the job Dec. 10, making Cruz 
the only candidate still in the running.

“We’re now down to one. We didn’t 
expect it to turn out that way, but we cer-
tainly feel that Dr. Cruz is capable of being 
the superintendent,” board of trustees 
President Vincent Torres told Community 
Impact Newspaper.

In previous meetings, Torres and other 
trustees had advocated for presenting at 
least two candidates to the community 
rather than announcing a single candidate.

“We as a board did make that decision. 
We had three candidates,” Torres said. 
“The fact that two of them decided to not 
continue on is something that is out of 
our control, and at this point it’s unfortu-
nate that the community will not have an 
opportunity to hear from those candidates, 
because I think the community would have 
come to the same conclusion that we had—
that they were all excellent candidates.”

Seeking a superintendent
Carstarphen left the district in mid-

April. In May, AISD hired executive search 
firm Ray & Associates to help recruit 
and narrow down a list of candidates—
a process that cost the district $41,650, 
according to the agreement posted on the 
district’s website.  

The district tentatively planned a 
public forum with finalists for the job but 
canceled that event. Then the board voted 
unanimously Dec. 8 to change its timeline 
and process to include Cruz as a candidate 
after hearing community support for him. 

During the Dec. 8 meeting, trustee Gina 
Hinojosa said she was pleasantly surprised 
by Cruz’s work in his interim role.

“I was one who at the beginning was 
afraid that while we had an interim 
[superintendent] we’d be a rudderless ship. 
Well, those fears were unfounded, and I 
didn’t know what a great leader we had in 
[Cruz],” she said.

After hearing from members of the com-
munity about canceling the forum, trust-
ees voted to invite the three candidates to 
answer community members’ questions as 
part of a new public forum Dec. 13. AISD 
did not identify the other two candidates. 
At press time, the district was slated to 
announce its lone finalist Dec. 15.

Parent Vincent Tovar said during public 
comment he thought holding the forum 
would show the board is committed to 
being transparent. He noted some people 
have questioned whether to name a finalist 
before newly elected trustees are slated to 
take their places at the dais Jan. 6.

“I don’t hear a lot of outcry from school 
board candidates saying that they don’t 
trust your decision-making; if anything, I 
feel like they do trust the work that you’re 
doing to prepare for them as they’re com-
ing to the school board,” he told trustees.

Parents and community members 
expressed concern about the board’s deci-
sion to change a board-approved, publicly 
vetted formal process without community 
engagement, said Lorie Barzano, chair-
woman of the Coalition to Strengthen 
Austin Urban Schools. The coalition 
objected to canceling the first public forum 
and eliminating a community interview 
team, she said during public comment.

“After committing to these actions, 
canceling them constitutes a textbook 
violation of the public trust, fails to hold 
trustees accountable to stakeholders and 
disregards public demand for transparency 
in board actions,” Barzano said.

AISD parent Toni Rayner said she 
viewed the process change as trustees lis-
tening to broad public support for Cruz.

Trustee Robert Schneider proposed 
delaying naming a finalist until January 
and said holding a forum was a must.

“I also believe that Dr. Cruz has done a 
very good job of running the district in the 
interim position,” Schneider said. “ … I 
believe that we owe it to our community to 
at least be able to show what the compari-
son is that this board is facing.”

Ken Zarifis, president of employees 
union Education Austin, told Community 
Impact Newspaper the organization  
supports Cruz as superintendent.

“The superintendent is the face and the 
voice of the district. The board is the super-
intendent’s boss,” he said. “The superinten-
dent has to be attentive to the community 
... yet at the same time a leader.”

The district said it would still hold a 
community forum Dec. 13 with Cruz as 
the only candidate. 

The board is slated to take a formal vote 
to hire a superintendent in January.

EDUCATION

   Tell us what  
     you think. Comment at impactnews.com

THE SEARCH TO REPLACE  
MERIA CARSTARPHEN

NOV. 25
AISD tentatively schedules public 
forum with top superintendent 
candidates for Dec. 9

APRIL 14
Austin ISD Superintendent 
Meria Carstarphen 
accepts offer to lead 
Atlanta Public Schools

APRIL 15
AISD board of trustees names Chief Schools 
Officer Paul Cruz its interim superintendent

MAY 28
AISD board votes to hire 
Iowa-based company Ray & 
Associates to help conduct 
its superintendent search

SUMMER
District collects community input 
and holds public forums, develops 
and publicizes superintendent profile

OCTOBER
More than 90 
candidates apply for 
superintendent job

DEC. 3
AISD cancels public forum and 
announces the board’s intent 
to change process to allow 
Cruz to be considered

DEC. 8
Board votes to change 
process to include Cruz, 
reschedule forum and invite 
top candidates to participate

DEC. 10
Two candidates withdraw, 
leaving Cruz as sole candidate 
to participate in Dec. 13 forum

JANUARY
New board members to be sworn in, 
scheduled to vote to hire superintendent

Austin ISD interim Superintendent Paul Cruz could 
become the district’s permanent superintendent.

Forum:
Dec. 9

Forum:
Dec. 9

P
ho

to
s 

b
y 

K
el

li 
W

el
d

o
n



Central Austin Edition • December 2014 NEWS  11

Compiled by XXXXXXXXXXXX

Dogs now allowed in ‘Barking Springs’ spillway

Officials to explore creaton of innovation zoneNew regulations set 
for pedicab operators

Judge Biscoe to retire, 
Sarah Eckhardt will 
take office in January

Section 8 voucher 
holders protected 
from discrimination

AUSTIN Dogs and their owners can 
now legally swim together in the Barton 
Springs spillway. 

City Council approved an ordinance 
Dec. 11 that overturned a decision 
earlier this year to prohibit dogs from 
swimming in the creek. Law enforce-
ment also announced in August stricter 
enforcement against smoking and 
drinking at the site.

The area went unenforced for many 
years, allowing people to bring their 
dogs to swim and play, but previously 
unenforced laws began being enforced in 
August after studies revealed bacteria in 
that area was much more concentrated 
than other area waterways—making the 
spillway a potential health hazard. 

The waterway east of Barton Springs 
Pool is open for swimming, but parts 

of Lady Bird Lake west of the pool 
are still prohibited from use based on 
long-standing laws. Signage will be 
posted warning people to swim at their 
own risk because of bacteria, Parks and 
Recreation Department Director Sara 
Hensley said.

AUSTIN Through a resolution, City 
Council directed City Manager Marc Ott 
on Dec. 11 to explore the creation of an 
innovation zone, which would be located 
in the northeast portion of downtown 
where The University of Texas Dell Medi-
cal School campus and the tech-anchored 
medical district is proposed. The resolu-
tion could exempt the campus from height 
limitations and require development to 
be at least five times larger than the lot 
on which any building is constructed. 
No date was set for when city staff should 
report back with any recommendations.

AUSTIN  Pedicabs will face new 
regulations and restrictions on permits 
based on City Council’s ruling Dec. 11. 

The moratorium has been lifted on 
granting pedicab permits—until the 
number of granted permits dips to 300. 
Pedicab operators who have trailer 
setups will be required to switch to 
tricycle-anchored pedicabs by July 31, 
2016. No new permits will be given 
to trailer-anchored pedicabs with the 
moratorium now lifted. 

TRAVIS COUNTY Following  
25 years on the dais of the Travis 
County Commissioners Court, Judge 
Samuel T. Biscoe is set to retire Dec. 31.

Biscoe said the county’s increased 
population growth and major devel-
opment accounts for the majority of 
changes he encountered during his 
time in office.

The increase in commercial and 
residential building in the county’s 
unincorporated areas resulted in a 
greater need for government services, 
Biscoe said.

Former Precinct 2 Commis-
sioner Sarah Eckhardt will replace 
Biscoe as judge beginning Jan. 1.

AUSTIN Section 8 voucher hold-
ers gained protection Dec. 11 against 
landlords who could potentially refuse 
their method of rental payment.

A Section 8 voucher is a form of 
government-approved funding used 
to help those with low incomes pay 
for housing. 

The ordinance passed during the 
Dec. 11 Austin City Council meeting 
would exempt landlords with five or 
less rental units from complying. The 
law becomes official Jan. 12.

Opponents of the approved ordi-
nance said the new requirement will 
create negative or unintended conse-
quences and make it harder to evict 
problem tenants.

Supporters of the ordinance said 
Section 8 voucher holders are typically 
reliable tenants, and when there is a 
need to evict someone the process is 
not as complicated as opponents made 
it seem.

Councilman Mike Martinez has 
expressed support for the ordinance 
since the proposal first came to City 
Council. He encouraged his colleagues 
to support the measure, citing his 
personal experience as a landlord who 
rents to tenants who pay using Section 
8 vouchers.

“This is your taxpayer dollars; this 
isn’t some boogeyman that’s going to 
destroy your property,” Martinez said.  

City Council overturned an Aug. 6 decision from 
Sara Hensley, Austin Parks and Recreation De-
partment director (left) to prohibit off-leash dogs 
at Barton Springs spillway.
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Clay Johnston, dean of The University of Texas Dell 
Medical School, helped break ground in April on 
the med school, which will be completed by 2016 
and serve as the catalyst for a proposed innovation 
zone in the northeast corner of downtown Austin.
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CITY & COUNTY
News from Austin and Travis County Compiled by Jennifer Curington and Joe Oliveri

Austin City Council
Next meeting is Jan. 29
Austin City Hall, 301 W. Second St. 
512-974-2000 www.austintexas.gov/
department/city-council

Travis County 
Commissioners Court
Meets Tuesdays at 9 a.m.
700 Lavaca St., Ausitn
www.co.travis.tx.us/commissioners-court

Capital Area Council
of Governments
6800 Burleson Road, Bldg. 310, Ste. 165
512-916-6000 www.capcog.org

Tweetings
For instant coverage of these 
meetings, follow us on Twitter: 
@impactnews_cta

TweetingsMeetings

One stop shopping 
for all the children 

on your list!

Imagination 
   Unleashed!

WholeEarthProvision.com

2410 San Antonio Street • 512-478-1577
1014 North Lamar • 512-476-1414

Westgate Shopping Center • 512-899-0992

Whole Earth Provision Co.
$69 NEW PATIENT SPECIAL
includes exam, xrays, oral cancer screening, a complete 

evaluation of teeth & gums, and teeth whitening. 
A $350 VALUE

Valid with new patients only. Some restrictions apply. Expires 1-28-15.

3801 S. Congress, Aust in •  www.urbandentist ry.com •  512-440-5900

Amy Urban, DMD

love the mouth
Now offering Implants and Implant procedures

FREE SONICARE
with the purchase of in-office  

Zoom whitening!  
Some restrictions apply. Expires 1-28-15.
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WORKING IN #ATX
The jobs that make Austin work

Artists
Advocates working to keep Austin’s creative community growing
By Joe Lanane 

Austin has become a career launching 
pad for many artists, and area advocates 
are working to ensure those artists can 
earn a full-time living without relocating 
to a bigger market.

Nonprofit organizations such as Art 
Alliance Austin and The Contemporary 
Austin are working to educate Austinites 
on the importance of supporting artists 
financially, and many seasonal art fairs 
provide an outlet for the city’s creative 
community to sell their work.

“We have amazing artists and curators, 
and we want to make sure Austin can 
retain those people rather than them get-
ting a start here and going elsewhere,” Art 
Alliance Austin Executive Director Asa 
Hursch said. “We want to put Austin on 
the map because we deserve to be there.”

Both Art Alliance Austin and The Con-
temporary Austin aim to better connect 
artists, grow the city’s artistic brand and 
educate residents to become art enthusi-
asts. The Contemporary Austin benefitted 
in 2013 from a $9 million grant that helps 
better utilize the group’s two facilities—
The Jones Center, a downtown contem-
porary art gallery, and Laguna Gloria, a 
14-acre sculpture park off Lake Austin. The 
two locations previously operated sepa-
rately but now co-host indoor-outdoor art 
events that make Austin unique from other 
art markets, Executive Director Louis 
Grachos said.

“That art-and-nature combo creates the 
kind of culture around art that you’d see at 
Austin music festivals,” Grachos said. “We 
want to keep doing bigger projects that will 
resonate in the community very much like 
those music festivals.”

But Austin must first concentrate on 
growing its art community, he admits, to 

help the city become an art destination in 
addition to a stop for music and film.

“We don’t have a very deep or sophisti-
cated art market here,” Grachos said. “But 
galleries are growing, and artists in the 
community are very self-motivated and 
very resourceful in this growing city.”

Hursch agrees more local financial sup-
port is needed to ensure artists can remain 
in Austin, he said. Until then, Hursch said 
the city would continue to be more of a 
starting point for artists. 

“But as we grow and become recog-
nized as one of the most exciting cities in 
America, we really deserve to be more than 
[a career launching pad],” Hursch said. 
“That is one of the goals for us, to figure 
out how to make this market bigger.”

He suggests the city leverage its grass-
roots mentality to do more authentically 
Austin events, such as the East Austin 
Studio Tour, or EAST, an annual art tour 
held each November that included work 
from more than 400 artists this year.

“There is plenty of art being sold, hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars worth, in 
fact, at EAST, but it’s also not the sort of 

• Blanton Museum of Art
• The Contemporary Austin
• Harry Ransom Center
• Mexic-Arte Museum
• Pump Project
• Women & Their Work

Source: www.artaustin.org

Blue Genie Art Bazaar 
Blue Genie Art Bazaar this year added an 
additional 5,000 square feet of space at The 
Marchesa Hall & Theatre near Highland Mall, 
allowing 40 additional artists to participate in 
the 14th annual event, said Dana Younger, the 
event’s co-founder.

The show started on a whim, he said, and 
has grown to include more than 200 local and 
regional artists. Blue Genie Art Bazaar, which 
runs through Dec. 24, has helped connect 
many artists with new and enthusiastic art 
collectors, he said.

“We love to put them in touch with the artists 
directly and let those connections grow,” 
Younger said.

Despite the long list of art fairs each holiday 
season, Younger said there is enough room 

Museums and  
art spaces

Art season in Austin
Austin’s artists can benefit from annual holiday art shows primarily showcasing local works. 
Here are three that seek to make a year-round difference for Austin artists.

SPRING CONDO
300 Bowie St
2 BD 2 BA +/-983 SQ FT
Listed by Susan Lindell
512.695.7410

GALINDO
2901 S 4th St
3 BD 2.5 BA +/-2,170 SQ FT
Listed by Michael Said
512.789.6543

WINDSOR PARK
5503 Basswood Ln
3 BD 2 BA +/1,415 SQ FT
Listed by Michelle & Michael Kopp
512.657.3305

OAK LAWN 
1401 S Redondo Dr
3 BD 1 BA +/-1,036 SQ FT
Listed by Carrie Marchak
512.289.2325

SOUTH CONGRESS 
2710 Carnarvon Ln
3 BD 1 BA +/-1,022 SQ FT
Listed by Ami Davis
512.297.8251

BOULDIN
611 W Johanna St
3 BD 2.5 BA +/-1,933 SQ FT
Listed by Ditlow Team
512.638.7977

BARTON SPRINGS
1510 Dexter St
4 BD 3 BA +/-2,489 SQ FT
Listed by Aaron Nann
512.923.3355

ROSEDALE 
1603 W 39 1/2 St
3 BD 3 BA +/-2,308 SQ FT
Listed by Vince Heinz
512.905.3030

Central Office: 1209 W 5th St #300, Austin, TX 78703 

®
®

Realty Austin Citywide Open House: Sunday, January 4th, 2014

realtyaustin.com  •  512.241.1300 •        fb.com/realtyaustin

OPEN HOUSE
JANUARY 2014

4
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for all the shows to coexist.

“Collaboration is the spirit of Austin, and we try 
really hard to embody that spirit,” Younger said.

Work from Austin–based salvaged wood artist Brian 
Phillips is available at Blue Genie Art Bazaar.
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Each month, Community Impact Newspaper will 
profile a different industry essential to Central Austin. 
Email suggestions to ctanews@impactnews.com.

event that can sustain artists financially,” 
Hursch said. “Hopefully, EAST provides 
an entry point for people into Austin’s art 
scene—not just one night per year.” 

Many artists work year-round to show-
case their work at various holiday fairs 
taking place throughout Austin. One of the 
longest-running holiday shows, Armadillo 
Christmas Bazaar, was started by Bruce 
Willenzik in 1976 as a way to overcome 
slow end-of-year sales at Armadillo World 
Headquarters, an iconic Austin business 
that closed in 1980.

“I grew up in retail, so I knew the last 
days of the holiday how much everybody 
loves to shop,” he said.

Willenzik became the show’s executive 

director in 1981, bouncing the event 
around venues until landing at the Palmer 
Events Center in 2010. He said his show 
benefits from a national reputation because 
of its commitment to helping participating 
artists improve in their respective crafts.

“We care about your success even after 
we get your money,” said Willenzik, who 
has served on the Austin Arts Commission 
since 1989. 

Art Alliance Austin runs a similar event 
each April called Art City, a juried fine art 
fair that draws more than 20,000 people 
and nearly $1 million in sales, Hursch said.

“I think it’s important to have market-
places because it’s absolutely critical for 
these artists,” he said.
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Tiny works of art

Travis Heights resident Wolf 
Sittler has participated in the 
Armadillo Christmas Bazaar 
for more than 20 years. 
He specializes in wooden 
handcrafted furniture such 
as chairs, tables and lamps, 
often working with custom-
ers directly on custom-built 
creations.

“A chair is not always 

one-size-fits-all, and that’s 
why we exchange ideas to 
create something that fits,” 
Sittler said.

But art is about constantly 
changing and evolving, he 
said. To that end, Sittler 
has nearly completed his 
first creatively designed 
tiny home—a freestand-
ing residential structure 
that is typically 100 to 400 
square feet. He intends on 

promoting the project during 
Armadillo Christmas Bazaar 
to potential customers.

Sittler said he also hopes 
to one day expand to more 
abstract artwork.

“For years I’ve done what I 
consider to be functional cul-
ture,” he said. “One of these 
days I’ll do something beauti-
ful but not useful—or beautiful 
and useful because it gets 
peoples’ imagination going.”

“One of these days, I’ll 
do something beautiful 
but not useful—or 
beautiful and useful 
because it gets peoples’ 
imagination going.”
—Wolf Sittler, 
Armadillo Christmas Bazaar 
participant
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Cherrywood Art Fair
The Cherrywood Art 
Fair at Maplewood 
Elementary School on 
Dec. 13-14 included 
92 artists hand-picked 
by Chula League, a 
nonprofit that hosts 
the annual event. 

Chula League’s mis-
sion to support East 
Austin artistic oppor-
tunities carries over 
year-round through its 
Little Artist, Big Artist 
10-week program, which pairs fifth- and sixth-
grade students with artists for a spring show.

“The big artists are reminded how cool it is 
to make a piece of art and see that progress 
through a child’s perspective,” Chula League 
Executive Director Patti Shampton said.

Armadillo 
Christmas Bazaar 
Armadillo Christmas 
Bazaar started in 1976 
as a two-day event 
so popular it was 
extended three days. 
It has become such a 
nationally recognized 
show that six top art-
ists from the original 
Ann Arbor (Mich.) 
Street Art Fair—con-
sistently one of the top 
art fairs—are featured 
in Austin this year, 
said Bruce Willenzik, 
executive director of the bazaar, which takes 
place Dec. 16-24 at Palmer Events Center. 

“Our show stresses prosperity for all because 
we’ll spend whatever time it takes to create a 
successful show,” Willenzik said.

C
o

ur
te

sy
 A

rm
ad

ill
o 

C
hr

is
tm

as
 B

az
aa

r 

Nature’s Treasures

“We Rock”

of Texas

ntrocks.com
Open 7 days
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 3

5

Airport Blvd.

45th St.

381/2 St. Wilshire 
Blvd.

Retail Store • Rough Rock Depot  
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Fountain’s • CD’s • Spheres • Jewelry • Hearts • Obelisks • Globes • Carvings • Oils • Incense • Candles • Beads & Findings • Gifts 

END OF YEAR 
CLEARANCE SALE!

20% OFF Regular Prices with this Ad
Check ntrocks.com for Daily Practitioners & Events

East Austin nonprofit 
Chula League hosts 
the annual Cherrywood 
Art Fair.

Armadillo Christmas 
Bazaar will be one day 
longer this year than 
during its 2013 show.

SPECIALIZING IN INFANTS, CHILDREN, TEENS 
AND PATIENTS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS

State-of-the-art office using the 
latest dental technology

Dental care focused on prevention 
and education

Positive, fun environment for 
children ages 1-18

Dental emergencies seen same day 3801 Bee Cave Road, 
Suite 120, Austin

512-433-6633 
www.jensenpediatricdentistry.com

OFFICE HOURS: 
Mon–Thurs: 8:30am–5pm  

Friday: 8:30–12pm

Over 10 years experience in Pediatric Dentistry

Building Healthy Smiles for Happy Children

Dr. Regina Jensen
Diplomate, American Board of 

Pediatric Dentistry

M. Ali Khan MD

Always see a physician!         Same day & next day services

Non-narcotic treatment options        Board certified in Anesthesiology  
           & Pain Medicine 

TexasPainSpine.com | 512-388-1190

Round Rock  
7215 Wyoming Spring

Suite 300A 
Round Rock, TX 78681

Austin 
801 W. 38th St.

Suite 400 
Austin, TX 78705
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Austin to promote the band’s eighth studio 
album. Special guest St. Vincent joins the 
Grammy Award–winning rock duo from Ohio. 
8 p.m. $35–$75. Frank Erwin Center,  
1701 Red River St. 512-471-7744.  
www.uterwincenter.com

20 Blue Santa Delivery Day
The official Blue Santa representing 

the Austin Police Department’s Operation 
Blue Santa—a nonprofit outreach program 
run by the Austin Police Department, the 
Austin Fire Department, Austin Energy, 
Austin Water Utility and the Texas National 
Guard—delivers donated toys and meals to 
needy families’ homes. The event features 
live entertainment and food for participants. 
7 a.m.–1 p.m. Free. Blue Santa Warehouse, 
4101 S. Industrial Drive, Ste. 260.  
www.bluesanta.org

21 ‘Disney Junior Live on Tour’
A pirate and princess adventure 

awaits attendees of this family-friendly 
show, a live stage performance featuring 
characters from “Sofia The First” and 
“Jake and the Never Land Pirates.” The 
event also includes an interactive pre-
show featuring Doc McStuffins. 1 p.m.,  
4 p.m., 7 p.m. $20–$55. Frank Erwin 
Center, 1701 Red River St. 512-471-7744. 
www.uterwincenter.com

21 Newcomers Hanukkah party
The Jewish Community Association 

of Austin provides latkes and sufganiyot, 
or jelly donuts, for attendees who have 
recently moved to Austin. The event is for 
Austin newcomers to learn about the area 
and the Dell Jewish Community Center. 
Jay Rubin, CEO of the Jewish Federation, 
and JCC Executive Director Shelly Prant 
provide information about the center. 4– 
6 p.m. Free. Dell Jewish Community Center, 
7300 Hart Lane. 512-735-8000.  
www.shalomaustin.org

26 Kwanzaa Celebration of Unity
Music, storytelling and light 

refreshments are offered at this public event 
that highlights the first day of Kwanzaa, 
which runs through Jan. 1. RSVP to gaila.
sims@austintexas.gov. 2–4 p.m. Free. George 
Washington Carver Museum and Cultural 
Center, 1165 Angelina St. 512-974-4926. 
www.carvermuseum.org

26 through  27  
JR Brow stand-up show

Brow’s comedy includes topics such as 
politics, relationships, religion, current events 
and pop culture. Brow was named a finalist 
in the International Comedy Competition 
and participated in HBO’s U.S. Comedy Arts 
Festival. 8 p.m. and 10:30 p.m. $15. Cap City 
Comedy Club, 8120 Research Blvd.  

December

Through Dec. 21  
Austin Trail of Lights
The two-week-long attraction features a 
1.25-mile trail of holiday-themed lights, 
shopping, dining areas with more than 30 
food trailers and entertainment by local 
performers. 7–10 p.m. daily. Free  
(Mon.–Thu.), $3 (age 12 and older  
Fri.–Sun.), $15 ZiP Fast Pass. Zilker Park, 
2201 Barton Springs Road. 512-970-8891.  
www.austintrailoflights.org 

Through Dec. 21  
‘Of Mice & Music’
Tapestry Dance Company and Academy 
presents its version of the holiday classic 
“The Nutcracker” featuring live jazz music 
and Tapestry’s professional company as 
well as dance groups Visions In Rhythm, 
TapestryToo and members of the Youth & 
Adult Academy. 7:30 p.m. (Fri.–Sat.), 2 p.m. 
(Sat.–Sun.). Costs vary. Long Center for the 
Performing Arts, 701 W. Riverside Drive.  
512-474-5664. www.tapestry.org 

Through Dec. 23  
‘Austin Graffiti Art:  
Celebrating Austin’s Street Art’
SouthPop’s exhibition opened Oct. 18 and 
features the photography of Bob Simmons, 
who presents visually interesting street 
art works as pop culture art rather than a 
public nuisance. 1–6 p.m. (Thu.–Sun.). Free. 
South Austin Popular Culture Center,  
1516-B S. Lamar Blvd. 512-440-8318.  
www.southpop.org

Through Dec. 23  
‘The Nutcracker’
New set designs and costumes from last year 
return for the 52nd annual production of the 
classic holiday tale. Local celebrities typically 
dance the role of Mother Ginger, and the 
Austin Symphony Orchestra complements 
the performance. 2 p.m. (Sat.–Tue.),  
7:30 p.m. (Fri.–Sat.). $15–$84. Long Center 
for the Performing Arts, 701 W. Riverside 
Drive. 512-476-2163. www.thelongcenter.org 

Through Dec. 24  
Blue Genie Art Bazaar
More than 200 local and regional artists sell 
their items at the gift fair, and a portion of the 
proceeds benefit Make a Wish Foundation 
in Central and South Texas. Items such as 
jewelry, paintings, photography, clothing, 
sculptures, glassworks and ceramics are sold 
at the event. Drinks and snacks are available 
for purchase, and shoppers are encouraged 
to bring their own bags. Credit cards are 
accepted for purchases. 10 a.m.–10 p.m. 
daily. Free (admission). The Marchesa Hall & 
Theater, 6226 Middle Fiskville Road.  
512-222-7303. www.bluegenieartbazaar.com

Through Dec. 24  
Armadillo Christmas Bazaar
The live music festival and holiday shopping 
event includes more than 160 vendors and 28 
bands. Items include jewelry, photography, 
home furnishings, leather goods, books, 
ceramics and apparel. 11 a.m.–11 p.m. daily. 
Free (children age 12 and younger),  
$7 (adults). Palmer Events Center,  
900 Barton Springs Road. 512-477-1605.  
www.armadillobazaar.com

Through Dec. 24  
Gingerbread workshops
The Thinkery children’s museum is accepting 
one-hour reservations for children to gain 
access to everything they need to build their 
own gingerbread house. Dates and times 
vary. $24 (members), $28 (nonmembers). The 
Thinkery, 1830 Simond Ave. 512-469-6200.
www.thinkeryaustin.org 

Through Dec. 29  
‘A Christmas Carol’
A new take on the Charles Dickens classic 
includes holiday carols from multiple music 
genres and eras. Dave Steakley adapted and 
directs the production with musical direction 
from Allen Robertson. 2:30 p.m. (Sat.–Sun.), 
7:30 p.m. (Thu.–Sun., Dec. 23) $25–$83. 
Topfer Theatre, 202 S. Lamar Blvd.  
512-476-0541, ext. 1. www.zachtheatre.org

Through Dec. 29  
‘This Wonderful Life’
Award-winning actor Martin Burke plays all 37 
characters from the classic holiday film “It’s 
A Wonderful Life.” 2:30 p.m. (Sat.–Sun.), 7:30 
p.m. (Fri.–Sat.). Tickets start at $40. ZACH 
Theatre, 202 S. Lamar Blvd. 512-476-0541, 
ext. 1. www.zachtheatre.org

Through Jan. 11  
Ice Skating on the Plaza
Whole Foods Market converts its rooftop 
into a winter wonderland. Ice skates are 
included with admission. 11 a.m.–9 p.m. 
(daily). $10. Whole Foods Market,  
525 N. Lamar Blvd. 512-542-2200.  
www.wholefoodsmarket.com

18 through 19  
‘An English Christmas Tradition’

The second show in Ensemble VIII’s 
2014–15 season includes carols based on 
the traditional service from King’s College in 
Cambridge, Massachusetts, that has become 
an annual Christmas highlight throughout the 
world. 7:30 p.m. $10–$45. St. Louis Catholic 
Church chapel, 7601 Burnet Road.  
800-838-3006. www.ensembleviii.org

19 The Black Keys in concert
The “Turn Blue” world tour stops in 
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512-467-2333. www.capcitycomedy.com, 
www.jrbrow.com

26 through 29  
Shen Yun

Chinese performance artists showcase 
traditional ethnic and folk dances that are 
filled with color and high energy. The New 
York City–based company is the first to 
present large-scale classic Chinese dances 
on a global scale. 2 p.m. (Sat.–Mon.),  
7:30 p.m. (Fri.–Sat.). $50–$120. Long Center 
for the Performing Arts Dell Hall,  
701 W. Riverside Drive. 512-457-5100.  
www.thelongcenter.org,  
www.shenyunperformingarts.org

28 ‘Anatomy of Drawing and Space’
Two years of creative work 

culminates in this exhibition from James Drake, 
who drafted 1,242 drawings inspired by the 
overriding themes of order and chaos, life and 
death, and legacy and innovation. His work is 
deemed both contemporary and traditional. 
3–4 p.m. Free with admission ($5–$9, children 
younger than 12 free). Blanton Museum of Art, 
200 E. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.  
512-471-7324. www.blantonmuseum.org

31 Austin’s New Year
The annual alcohol-free celebration 

showcases art, films and live music. The 
event includes a fireworks finale at 10 p.m. 
5–10 p.m. Free. Butler Park, 1000 Barton 
Springs Road. 512-974-7700.  
www.austintexas.gov/any

January

01 through  10  
Free Week Austin

Local bands, venues and promoters combine 
to celebrate the new year by hosting 
more than one week of free music shows 
throughout the city. The coordinated effort to 
bring free live music to Austinites has taken 
place the first week of January since 2003. 
Free. Times, locations vary. www.do512.com/
freeweekaustin. Twitter: @Do512_Free

05 Angelou Economics 2015–16 
Economic Forecast

The 30th annual forecast features economist 
Angelos Angelou and keynote speaker Tom 
Meredith, co-founder and chairman of the 
board of managers of Meritage Capital. More 
than 700 people are expected to attend. 
7 a.m. (coffee and networking), 8 a.m. 
(economic forecast and breakfast), 9 a.m. 
keynote speaker. $165. Austin Convention 
Center, 500 E. Cesar Chavez St. 512-225-
9328. www.angeloueconomics.com

08 through 11  
Austin Boat and Travel  

Trailer Show
Attendees can buy boats and RVs as well as 
watch demonstrations of kayaks, canoes and 
stand-up paddle boards. Noon–9 p.m. (Thu. 
and Fri.), 10 a.m.–9 p.m. (Sat.), 10 a.m.–6 p.m. 
(Sun.). $4.16 (Fri. night for children ages 7–12 
and seniors age 60 and older), $6.27 (Fri. night 
for adults), $7.32 (admission for children and 
seniors), $8.17 (early bird adult admission), 
$11.54 (adult admission). Austin Convention 
Center, 500 E. Cesar Chavez St.  
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(Magic Pass preshow event), 7 p.m. (tipoff). 
$22 (Magic Pass), $17–$120 (game). Frank 
Erwin Center, 1701 Red River St.  
512-471-7744. www.uterwincenter.com

25 3M Half Marathon
A mostly downhill trek through North 

and Central Austin, the half-marathon has 
been taking place for more than 20 years. 
Austin nonprofit Girlstart, a year-round 
initiative to get more girls into science, 
technology, engineering and math educational 
programs, receives $50,000 as the beneficiary 
of this year’s race. Check event website for 
route info. 7 a.m. $95–$105. 512-476-7223. 
www.3mhalfmarathon.com

25 Family dance workshop
Children can come dressed as their 

favorite animal and see excerpts from “The 
Carnival of the Animals” choreographed by 
Ballet Austin Artistic Director Stephen Mills. 
Attendees then have the opportunity to learn 
part of the dance with the help of professional 
ballet dancers. 2:30–3:45 p.m. $10. Ballet 
Austin Butler Dance Education Center, 501 W. 
Third St. 512-476-9151. www.balletaustin.org 

26 through March 9  
You’re The Boss  

playmaking workshop
Salvage Vanguard Theater offers youths the 
opportunity to work with playwrights, directors, 
designers and actors in an educational 
program geared toward students ages 9–14. 
The program improves participants’ creative 
side by allowing them to create their own 
story and characters in a six-week course that 
culminates with a live performance of their 
play. 4:30–6:30 p.m. Mondays except Feb. 16). 
$175. Salvage Vanguard Theater,  
2803 E. Manor Road (studio space).  
512-474-7886. www.salvagevanguard.org.  
jenny@salvagevanguard.org

512-494-1128. www.austinboatshow.com. 
staff@austinboatshow.com

11 Color Fun Fest 5K
A fun run and dance featuring 

electronic dance music and thousands of 
pounds of colored powder partially benefits 
Just Care More, a nonprofit that works with 
underprivileged young adults. The 3.1-mile 
course includes five color stations, which 
shower runners with color, and the option for 
participants to run at night under blacklights 
and other visual effects. 5 p.m. (day run),  
7 p.m. (night run). $60, $75 (day of event).  
Travis County Expo Center, 7311 Decker 
Lane. www.colorfunfest5k.com

19 Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
march and community festival

The Austin Area Heritage Council celebrates 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day with several 
events, including its annual march and 
festival. Parking is available at: the State’s 
Visitors Garage at 12th Street and San 
Jacinto Boulevard; Disch-Falk Field at 1300 
E. MLK Blvd.; Kealing Middle School at 
1607 Pennsylvania Ave.; Holy Cross Catholic 
Church at 1610 E. 11th St.; Blackshear 
Elementary School at 1712 E. 11th St.; 
Greater Mount Zion Baptist Church at 1801 
Pennsylvania Ave.; Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Catholic Church at 1206 E. Ninth St.; and Mt. 
Olive Baptist Church at 1800 E. 11th St.  
9 a.m. (program, followed by march). Free. 
The University of Texas campus MLK statue, 
West 22nd Street and Speedway.  
512-657-3064. www.mlkcelebration.com 

20 through 25  
‘Mamma Mia’

The hit Broadway musical combines ABBA’s 
greatest hits, including “Dancing Queen,” 
“S.O.S.,” “Super Trouper,” “Take A Chance 
on Me” and “The Winner Takes It All,” with a 
tale of love, laughter and friendship. 8 p.m. 
(Jan. 20–23), 2 p.m. and 8 p.m. (Jan. 24),  
1 p.m. and 7 p.m. (Jan. 25). $30–$95. Bass 
Concert Hall, 2300 Robert Dedman Drive. 
512-477-6060. www.texasperformingarts.org 

22 through 23  
Harlem Globetrotters

The basketball spectacle stops in Austin 
as the famous team seeks to keep its 
winning streak alive against the Washington 
Generals, which last beat the Globetrotters 
in 1971. The family-friendly show includes 
famous traditions, trick shots, comedic 
outtakes and some of the most talented 
basketball players on the planet. 5:30 p.m. 

through 30  
‘Cirque Dreams Holidaze’
Part Cirque show, part Broadway 

musical, this holiday spectacular from the 
creators of “Cirque Dreams Jungle Fantasy” 
combines circus stunts with creative acts from 
more than 30 performers. The family-friendly 
show includes gingerbread men flipping mid-air, 
toy soldiers marching with snowmen along thin 
wires and gigantic candy canes. 8 p.m. Parking: 
$15 (general), $20 (valet); entry: $40–$65. Cedar 
Park Center, 2100 Avenue of the Stars, Cedar 
Park. 512-600-5000. www.cedarparkcenter.com
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Worth the TRIP

Sponsored by

Find more or submit Central Austin 
events at impactnews.com/ 
cta-calendar.

To have Central Austin events 
considered for the print edition, they 
must be submitted online by the 
second Wednesday of the month.

Online Calendar

Compiled by Joe Lanane
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Save your community 
from the terror spread by 
the Grease Blob. But you 

must ACT Now.

Do not pour your used 
cooking oil and grease 
down the drain! (Not 
even with hot water!)

The Grease Blob wreaks havoc by clogging unsuspecting sewer 
pipes. This causes horrific sewer back ups in homes and offices. It 
can also cause sewage spills in parks and streets.

Can it. Bag it. Toss it. Don’t Clog it
Where did the Grease Blob come from? 
Not a distant planet, but from cooking oils and grease poured 
down the sink or toilet. It sticks to the inside of sewer pipes 
and over time can turn into a monster of a clog that blacks the 
entire pipe.

Stop the Grease Blob Now...Here’s How
• Don’t pour cooking oil or grease down the drain or toilet
• Cool and let fat oil and grease harden in a used soup or 

vegetable can then place in a sealed plastic bag and toss in 
the trash. If you have a large amount, recycle it at the City of 
Austin Household Hazardous Water facility

• Wipe small amounts of grease from pans with a paper towel 
and throw it in the trash

MEDICAL ONCOLOGY |  HEMATOLOGY |  PATIENT NAVIGATION

900 E 30th Street, Suite 100

Austin, TX 78705

512.505.5500 | AustinCancerCenters.com

 Treating cancer is caring for people.

Dr. Sanjay Vin (Vinjamaram), MD is now accepting referrals. 

Board-Certified: Medical Oncology, Hematology
Oncology training: Fellowship: Roswell Park Cancer Institute, 
Buffalo, NY. Additional Oncology training: Johns Hopkins, 
Baltimore, MD and Brown University, RI
Awarded: Fellow Grant for the International Society for 
Gastrointestinal Oncology and the Mayo Clinic Fellow Award
Member:  ASCO (American Society of Clinical Oncology)

922700 ACC Ad Dr Vin.indd   1 6/18/14   10:28 AM
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Tribe Comics and Games
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Co-owners Eric Burke (left) and Roy Carter opened Tribe Comics and Games in 2008.
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Tribe Comics and Games
South Austin store seeks to create community

Tribe Comics and Games co-owner 
Eric Burke carefully opened an 
issue of the comic book “Mouse 

Guard,” gesturing at details and the ink 
drawings that bloom across the page.

In the comics, a group of mice protect 
trade routes between mouse cities, Burke 
explained. A mouse—however brave it 
might be—may not be what springs to 
mind when some think of comic books, 
but Burke said a variety of genres are 
wedged onto the shelves of Tribe, with 
mice alongside billionaires, zombies, 
spacemen and gods.

“I have many, many favorite comics,” 
Burke said. “And I have many comics 
that used to be my favorites that are being 
badly written right now that make me cry.”

Still, Burke said the love of witness-
ing the evolution of characters, as well as 
storytelling and imagination, is one thing 
that draws him and business partner Roy 
Carter, co-owner of Tribe, to comics. 

“Anything is possible in a comic book,” 
Carter said.

On Nov. 1, 2008, South Austin resi-
dents Burke and Carter opened Tribe to 
offer residents south of Lady Bird Lake a 
convenient place to find their favorite new 
comics and games. 

In terms of games, Burke explains 
the store carries role-playing varieties, 

including miniatures games such as “Star 
Wars X-Wing,” and board games such as 
“Settlers of Catan.” 

“For a long time these board games 
weren’t like ‘Monopoly’ or ‘Life;’ you 
couldn’t go into Target and find them,” 
he said, noting they have become more 
popular in recent years.

The store was originally located on 
Manchaca Road but moved in August to 
its current space on South Lamar Boule-
vard, which is about twice the size of the 
former store so that customers can gather 
at tables and play board games and card 
games, Burke said.

The shop keeps files for returning cus-
tomers and compiles issues of comics they 
like so that they can pick them up when 
they shop, Burke said. The store does not 
sell used or vintage products, Carter said. 

“We’re more of a reading shop, not a 
speculator [or] collector shop,” Carter said. 
“We’re all about the story.”

Carter noted some comics release vari-
ant covers—for example, for every 100 
Batman comics a shop orders there might 
be one cover featuring drawings by noted 
comic book artist Alex Ross—and some 
shops will increase orders and sell those 
special issues for higher prices. Tribe 
instead selects its comics randomly and 
sells those covers at regular price, he said. 

BUSINESS

3005 S. Lamar Blvd., Ste. D-113
512-693-4300
www.tribecag.com 
Hours: Mon.–Fri. 10 a.m.–11 p.m.,  
Sat. 10 a.m.–9 p.m., Sun. 10 a.m.–8 p.m.  

Popular titles
While superhero comics reign, books 
without masked or caped protagonists have 
attracted readers as well, said Eric Burke, 
Tribe Comics and Games co-owner. 

“Batman is still the No. 1-selling comic 
in the nation, and it was the number-one 
selling comic here until about two months 
ago,” Burke said. “There is now a book 
called ‘Saga’ … which is the No. 1-selling 
book here, and it has now climbed up pretty 
high on the charts. And it’s not put out by 
Marvel or DC [Comics].”

“The Walking Dead” and “Avengers” comics 
are also popular options, he said. 

Weekly gaming schedule

• Monday: Miniatures night 
Games such as “Star Wars X-Wing” involve 
miniature figures.

• Tuesday: Board game night 
Players can play games such as “The 
Downfall of Pompeii,” “Dominion” and 
“Settlers of Catan.”

• Wednesday: Open play 
Players can play a variety of games.

• Thursday: Role-playing game night 
Visitors can play RPGs such as “Dun-
geons and Dragons,” and the store runs a 
featured game.

• Friday: Collectible card game night  
Games such as “Magic The Gathering” are 
popular.

Tribe Comics and Games on South Lamar Boule-
vard sells myriad new comic books and games.

The popularity of “Settlers of Catan” has main-
tained throughout the years, Burke said.

Tribe stocks individual issues of comic book 
series as well as compilations.

About the shop

By Kelli Weldon

4
employees

100+
role-playing 
games

10
tables set up  
for gamers

Nov. 1, 2008
Open since

300+
Different  

board games

290

MoPac
360

Angela Drury, D.P.M, F.A.C.F.A.S.

WWW.ANGELAFOOTDOCTOR.COM   |   2312 WESTERN TRAILS SUITE #103, AUSTIN, TX 78745   |   (512) 382-0773

Dear Dr. Angela– 

I feel an aching 
and burning in my 
foot when I run. 
What could that 
be?

– “Suffering in 
South Austin”

Hi “Suffering in South Austin”– 

As a sponsor of the Austin Runner’s Club Distance Challenge, we’ve been asked 
this question many times by participants.

A common diagnosis for aching and burning somewhere along the bones of the foot is 
a stress fracture, which is literally a small crack in the bone. Stress fractures 
develop from overuse in high impact activities, especially when pressure is 
applied. Stress fractures can also occur due to weak bones from medical diseases 
such a diabetes, rheumatoid arthritis and cancer; or from poor nutritional intake.

The good news is there’s an easy treatment! Rest from activity or alternate days 
of intensity. In addition, in your downtime elevate your foot, apply ice, take 
NSAI and/or seek medical care. 

You can prevent stress fractures by cross and strength training over time and 
eating a healthy diet. For our runners, we recommend avoiding running on pavement 
and changing up the surface of where you run. As always, wear supportive socks 
and shoes and replace shoes regularly (every 350 miles).

For more information on what to do, check out our latest blog or call our office 
at (512) 382-0773.

Foot Pain? Ask Dr. Angela!
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Stephen loves to help people and is one of The Arc’s 
most charismatic participants, eager to greet anyone 
who enters the building. He also has a challenging 
disability, and when he first came to The Arc of the 
Capital Area he was shy, withdrawn, and disinterested. 
As he settled into a new environment surrounded by 
peers, his social skills improved and he became more 
outgoing. His joyful personality helps him sell his work 
and is an inspiration to his fellow artists. The desire to 
market his work, develop financial literacy, and learn 

customer service skills made Stephen the genesis for the professional artist track 
at The Arc’s Studio. The Studio program promotes social inclusion and provides 
opportunities for adults with disabilities to develop self-esteem and to ultimately 
work toward making a personal income.

Arc of the Arts Program
The Arc of the Arts is a creative arts program that provides services for people with 
disabilities ages 14 and older. The staff teaches a curriculum in music, art, and digital 
media. The program also gives clients an opportunity to socialize and participate in 
the community through sales of their work at shows and special events.

Donate now to make a difference!

Thank you for supporting The Arc of Texas!

 

 

WAYS TO DONATE:

 

 

Call 512-707-0008.

Call 877-272-1236.
The Arc of the Capital Area

4902 Grover Avenue, Austin, TX
512-476-7044

www.arcofthecapitalarea.org

Make a fi nancial donation at

Donate your vehicle! 
We take care of all the 
paperwork & the pickup. 

Donate your gently used clothing 
& small household goods!

the community through sales of their work at shows and special events.the community through sales of their work at shows and special events.the community through sales of their work at shows and special events.

8001 Centre Park Dr., Suite 100, Austin, TX
512-454-6694

www.thearcoftexas.org

The Arc of Texas works tirelessly at the Texas State Capitol and within the community to ensure that Stephen can 
continue to live an independent life by ensuring the services and supports he needs in order to be an active and 
involved member of his community.  Your contributions make it possible for us to continue bringing a voice to 
children and adults with intellectual and developmental disabilities. Thank you for helping us make a difference.

www.TheArcOfTexas.org

For people with intellectual 
and developmental disabilities.

A U S T I N  R A D I O L O G I C A L  A S S O C I A T I O N

Schedule at www.ausrad.com or 512.453.6100

Thanks for 
choosing 
ARA.
Each year, thousands of you visit 

ARA and entrust us with your 

health care. If you’ve visited us 

this year, we’d like to extend our 

special gratitude. 

60
YEARS

Everyone at ARA - administrators, 

schedulers, technologists and radiologists 

- has a common goal: to bring the best 

radiology to Central Texas. 
 

~ Sandy Strickland

   Chief Clinical Officer
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BUSINESS BRIEFS

COMMON CONNECTION

Childhood memories 
lead to two unique 

businesses
Steve Busti said his beloved 
childhood memories were 
the likely catalyst behind his 
decision to open Museum of 
the Weird and Sfanthor.

Busti said his uncle took him 
to see “Godzilla vs. Megalon” 
when it was released in 1973, 
but little did Busti know the 
screening was a double feature 
that also included a showing of 
“Terror at the Wax Museum.”

“It scared the heck out of me 
because I had never seen a 
horror movie up to that point 
in my life,” Busti said. “I think 
it definitely had an influence 
on me opening my own wax 
museum years later.”  

Busti’s fondly recalls first 
seeing the Minnesota Iceman, 
a human-like creature frozen 
in a large block of ice. Those 
memories made him wonder  
what happened to the creature 
because both the owner 
and the mysterious creature 
seemingly disappeared. 
After months of searching, 
Busti found the creature and 
purchased it. Now patrons 
can experience the fear and 
wonder that Busti did as 
a child when they come to 
Museum of the Weird. 

By Jennifer CuringtonBy Jennifer Curington

Museum of the Weird
Real or fake? Shop owner has visitors decide

Sfanthor
Castle-shaped exhibit to add wax museum

Museum of the Weird, 
located in the back of 
Lucky Lizard Curios 

and Gifts, opened in 2004 and 
continues to challenge visitors 
visually and mentally.

“If you come into the 
Museum of the Weird as a 
skeptic and you dismiss every-
thing in front of you … you’re 
probably going to leave think-
ing everything in there is fake, 
which is totally not true,” owner 
Steve Busti said. “I spend a lot of 
time and a lot of money tracking 
down these exhibits.”

A mummy, shrunken heads, 
two-headed animals and other 
exhibits can be found after pay-
ing entry to the museum.  

“The vast majority of these 
exhibits are real. That being 
said, we do like to throw in a few 
[manmade creations] because 
I want people to come in and 
wonder what it is they’re looking 
at,” Busti said.

Because Austin lacked 
sideshows museums, Busti 
said he decided to open a 

A nyone driving down 
South Congress Avenue 
recently might wonder 

what is housed inside the recently 
developed castle-shaped struc-
ture called Sfanthor, an exhibit 
and store that draws its inspira-
tion—and name— from the sci-
fi, fantasy and horror genres. 

Sfanthor has had its draw-
bridge down since March, but 
owner Steve Busti said the store 
will not be complete until its wax 
museum opens by year’s end. 

“It is a pretty daunting task 
trying to build a wax museum 
from scratch, but that was 
always one of my dreams,” Busti 
said. “I felt like it was something 
that the world, or at least Austin, 
needed right now.”

If his sets are not complete by 
Christmas weekend, Busti said 
he will allow visitors to see the 
displays that are ready for public 
viewing. He said he was lucky 
he grew up in the “monster era” 
and wants the museum to be an 
avenue to share that experience 
and passion with others.

A novelty gift shop and anticipated wax 
museum can be found at Sfanthor.

Museum of the Weird can be found 
downtown on East Sixth Street.
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“There’s a history of these 
horror and sci-fi movies that I 
think people today are missing 
out on,” he said. 

Most of the comics and toys 
for sale in the shop are from 
Busti’s own collection that he 
put together for decades.

“I’ve been collecting toys and 
comics since I was 4 or 5 years 
old,” he said. “In fact, I think 
a lot of my early childhood 
memories and experiences have 
led me down this path.”

family-friendly one himself. 
“We live in an age where 

there’s no mystery anymore—
you just pull out your phone 
and use Google,” General 
Manager Danielle Wilson said. 
“It’s kind of nice to have a place 
where you go in, you see stuff 
you don’t know—is it real? Is 
it not? We like to leave some 
mystery in a world where it’s 
not very prevalent.”

Trinkets and other tourist 
gifts are also available for sale.

412 E. Sixth St.
512-476-5493
www.museumoftheweird.com

1101 S. Congress Ave.
512-444-7326
www.facebook.com/sfanthor
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512-444-GRIN (4746)

1509 S. Lamar Blvd., Suite 675
Austin, TX. 78704

www.SMILE360ATX.com

ALWAYS ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS!

Local • Modern • Professional

Vincent K. Ip DDS

Most Insurances Accepted

twitter.com/SMILE360ATX

www.facebook.com/SMILE360
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Erick S., ACC Student

See more stories from real students at austincc.edu

  On track to do 
what inspires me.

Austin Community College
“i am acc” campaign - Erick
Community Impact 
4.9167 x 2.94, CMYK
Runs: Dec. 2014

*Certain types of hearing loss may require a hearing aid model that is not appropriate for the Two Week Free Trial. See center for details. Lyric excluded. ‡ As a member of the 
Connect Hearing network, if we don’t already have the lowest price, we will match any valid competitor quote or advertised price on hearing aids within 60 days of purchase. † 

0% financing offer is subject to credit approval. If at the time of your application you do not meet the credit criteria previously established 
for this offer, or the income you report is insufficient based on your obligations, we may not be able to offer this financing. Complimentary 
hearing screening and consultation required. Some restrictions apply. Offer expires 12/31/14.

+ Price Match Guarantee‡

HEARING AIDS

FREE TRIAL*
2-WEEK

Take advantage of these special offers all month long:  

 •  Connect Hearing Price Match Guarantee‡

 •  0% Financing†

 •  Free Hearing Consultation

Stay Connected. Call or visit us today!
1.888.4CONNECT • connecthearing.com

If not, get your hearing checked before the holidays. 
With our 2-Week Free Trial, now is the time!

DO YOU HEAR 
WHAT I HEAR?

(1.888.426.6632)

As the strongest network of Hearing Care Professionals in the country, with over 300 centers nationwide, 
we are committed to helping more people stay connected to all the joyful sounds this holiday season 
through better hearing, better care and the best state-of-the-art digital hearing aids.

Most insurances accepted including Blue Cross Blue Shield, Humana, Aetna & Cigna

1-888-627-0662

Austin  –  3201 Bee Cave Rd, Ste 146
Austin  –  8015 Shoal Creek Blvd, Ste 122

Austin  –  615 W Slaughter Ln, Ste 116 (HABLAMOS ESPAŃOL)

Contact Us: 512-452-5211

Dependable Personal Service

AUTO LOANS
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s1.99%
APR*

up to 60 month term

Apply Online:

www.txdpscu.org

*APR is annual percentage rate. Rates are determined based off of applicant’s credit score. Applicants must qualify for loan based on TXDPSCU credit approval 
guidelines. No other discounts apply. Discounted rate on 2012-2015 model vehicles financed up to 60 months. Rates subject to change at any time. 
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Porter Ale House & Gastropub

Post Road Dr.
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Porter Ale House & Gastropub is the first restaurant concept from co-owners Joe Bixel (left) and Neil Joiner.
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Porter Ale House  
& Gastropub
South Austin neighborhood spot debuts strong

N eighborhood restaurant and bar 
Porter Ale House & Gastropub 
has found success in its first 

year of business despite competing in a 
crowded and rapidly growing industry.

Porter co-owners Neil Joiner, Joe Bixel 
and Trevor Lane combined to create Por-
ter, which was immediately well-received 
as evident by the nightly lines of custom-
ers since debuting in early 2014.

“When we first opened, I don’t think 
we realized how excited people would be,” 
Joiner said.

Joiner and Bixel first met in New York 
City while working in the kitchen together 
at the Ritz-Carlton Central Park and next 
at the Waldorf Astoria New York. Joiner 
was the first to relocate to Central Texas, 
eventually helping Bixel land a job at the 
nearby Hyatt Regency Lost Pines Resort.

Shortly after talking about opening a 
restaurant, the two added Lane to their 
team. About a year later, the trio beat 
out six other restaurants bidding for a 
3,000-square-foot space on the first floor 
of The Tree apartments, a new mixed-use 
development on South First Street. 

“We wanted to be a neighborhood 
restaurant first and foremost,” Joiner said. 
“That’s why we sought this location—
there’s something about these nearby 
neighborhoods.”

The ownership team never rests, Bixel 
said, having tweaked the menu since 

Porter opened. Porter also has daily drink 
and food specials to test more experi-
mental options without displacing menu 
favorites.

“Some of the wackier ideas we’ve had 
I never thought in a million years people 
would order, but it’s worked out well,” 
Joiner said.

One such idea, a modernized take on 
European favorite pierogies, has become 
so popular it was named the best pierogi 
in Texas by the Austin Polish Society, 
Bixel said. Porter hopes to work with a 
distributor and Whole Foods Market to 
allow customers to purchase frozen piero-
gies through the Austin-based grocer.

Porter will also be featured Jan. 21 on a 
new Bravo Network television show called 
“America’s Best New Restaurant” after the 
show reached out to the restaurant earlier 
this year. Bixel called it humbling to be con-
sidered among the hottest 16 new restau-
rants in America. He credits the ownership 
team’s work ethic for the attention gained.

“We like challenging ourselves a lot 
because it gives our jobs more meaning-
ful purpose,” Bixel said. “We’re constantly 
thinking about the next thing we should 
be working on.”

The ownership team is working on its 
second restaurant, a Japanese concept 
expected to open in 2015. A location has not 
yet been confirmed, Bixel said, although the 
team is looking to stay close to Porter.

DINING

3715 S. First St., Ste. A 
512-291-6299 • www.porteraustin.com
Bar hours: Mon.–Fri. 11:30 a.m.–midnight, 
Sat.–Sun. 10:30 a.m.–midnight 
Lunch hours: Mon.–Fri. 11:30 a.m.–2:30 p.m.
Dinner hours: 5–10:30 p.m. 
Brunch hours: Sat.–Sun. 10:30 a.m.–2:30 p.m.

Large plates
Classic bar fare is transformed to 
create Porter’s large plates. Curry 
fried chicken thighs ($18) are served 
atop sweet potato waffles with a maple 
vinaigrette and cinnamon butter. Other 
large plates include spaghetti and 
meatballs, Chatham Cod Fish N Chips 
and the Silence of the Lamb Burger 
with tzatziki, grilled red onion, feta and 
chickpea fries.

Small plates
Among the most popular small plates 
is My Pieroghetive ($10), a Polish 
pierogi dish made using yukon potatoes 
and farmer’s cheese. The meal is 
served with dill sour cream and a beet 
horseradish sauce. Other small plates 
include black mussels, parmesan risotto 
balls and beer cheese fondue. Porter 
also serves a kale salad and roasted 
beet salad for lighter meals. 

Neighborhood bar
Co-owners Neil Joiner and Joe Bixel 
estimate there are as many as 10 regulars 
who frequent their establishment, which 
draws its name from the Johnny Cash 
song “Hey Porter.” Porter’s bar tap 
includes 28 beers, two wines and two 
rotating craft cocktails. The establishment 
also regularly hosts pint nights, offering 
discounted local craft beers. There is also 
a craft cocktail menu with drinks ranging 
between $8 and $10.

By Joe Lanane

5010 Burnet Road
Austin, Tx 78756

Mon-Fri 10am to 6pm
Sat 10am-5pm

512-451-2105



AGE of Central Texas—Adult Day Care 
Center Austin serves older adults, adults 
with dementia and family caregivers throughout 
the Central Texas region through five programs. 
Volunteers assist with and lead engaging activi-
ties for participants.

3710 Cedar St., Austin 78705
512-451-4611
www.ageofcentraltx.org
Twitter: @austinelderly

AIDS Services of Austin responds to the 
HIV and AIDS needs of the Austin area by 
providing services that enhance the health and 
well-being of individuals and the community in 
the face of an evolving epidemic.

7215 Cameron Road, Austin 78765
512-458-2437
www.asaustin.org
Twitter: @asaustin

American Red Cross of Central Texas 
serves Austin and the surrounding areas with 
disaster relief, military support, international 
social services and CPR and first aid training. 
Volunteer opportunities include helping families 
impacted by home fires, connecting military 
families to their loved ones overseas, office 
administration support, public affairs and social 
media and many more.

2218 Pershing Drive, Austin 78723
512-928-4271
www.redcross.org/austin
Twitter: @centexredcross

Any Baby Can provides education, therapy 
and support to families. Volunteers offer home-
work help, literacy training and child care.

1121 E. Seventh St., Austin 78702
512-454-3743
www.anybabycan.org
Twitter: @anybabycan

The Arc of the Capital Area provides 
individualized services to people with intellec-
tual and developmental disabilities. Volunteer 
opportunities include helping clients at the 
Arc of Arts Studio and assisting at monthly 
socialization activities such as movie night and 
volunteering at special events, among others.

4902 Grover Ave., Austin 78756
512-476-7044
www.arcofthecapitalarea.org
Twitter: @thearcofthecap

Volunteer Guide 2015
Compiled by: Joe Lanane Design by: Jean Henric
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away at the giveaways—washcloths for the 
summer and hats and scarves for the winter.

www.atxahh.com
Twitter: @ATXAHH

Austin Child Guidance Center works to 
improve the mental health of children through 
treatment and emotional skills training. Volun-
teers play with and evaluate children waiting for 
appointments.

810 W. 45th St., Austin 78751
512-451-2242
www.austinchildguidance.org
Twitter: @AustinChildGuid

Austin Children’s Services provides resi-
dential and non-residential services to children, 
youth and families. Volunteers help by engaging 
in recreational activities, tutoring and positive 
interaction, or by assisting in light office and 
facility projects.

4800 Manor Road, Austin 78723
512-499-0090
www.austinchildrenservices.com
Twitter: @austinchildren

Austin Habitat for Humanity teams build 
quality houses for impoverished families. Volun-
teers assist in construction or do clerical tasks.

55 N. I-35, Ste. 240, Austin 78702
512-472-8788
www.austinhabitat.org
Twitter: @austinhabitat

Austin LifeCare offers a variety of free 
services to families experiencing unplanned 
pregnancies, such as pregnancy tests, limited 
ultrasounds, resource and spiritual counseling, 
education and mentoring. Clients can obtain 
material assistance through the Earn-While-
You-Learn program. Volunteer opportunities 
include peer counseling, office assistance and 
client mentoring.

1215 Anderson Lane, Austin 78757
512-260-8855
www.austinlifecare.com

Austin Parks Foundation connects 
people to resources and partners to develop 
and improve parks. Volunteers participate in 
activities including erosion control, mulching, 
eradicating invasive species and trash pickup. 
The online calendar shows upcoming events.

507 Calles St., Ste. 116, Austin 78702
512-477-1566
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Assistance League of Austin is an orga-
nization of volunteers dedicated to address-
ing specific needs through nine philanthropic 
programs, including toy carts at Dell Children’s 
Medical Center, services for the elderly and 
clothing for Austin-area students. Volunteers 
must attend two training sessions before 
participating.

4901 Burnet Road, Austin 78756
512-458-3716
www.alaustin.org
Twitter: @alathrifthouse

ATX Safer Streets advocates for a reduc-
tion in impaired driving through improved 
transportation options. The organization was 
founded after an accident in which a drunken 
motorist killed four pedestrians and injured 
numerous others during the 2014 South by 
Southwest Music and Media Conference. ATX 
Safer Streets is seeking volunteers who can do 
research, distribute fliers and assist at events.

www.atxsaferstreets.org
Twitter: @ATXSaferStreets

Austin Animal Center shelters about 18,000 
animals per year and prevents pet homeless-
ness through a variety of programs. Volun-
teers help care for shelter animals, assist with 
adoptions and aid in prevention and awareness 
activities.

7201 Levander Loop, Austin 78702
512-978-0533
www.austinanimalcenter.org
Twitter: @austinanimals

Austin Atheists Helping the Homeless is 
a group of secular volunteers who collect, sort 
and distribute basic living items to people who 
are homeless at monthly giveaways. ATXAHH 
is 100 percent volunteer based. Many of its 
volunteers also knit or crochet items to be given 

www.austinparks.org
Twitter: @austinparksfdn

Austin Pets Alive is a nonprofit animal 
rescue group committed to promoting and 
providing the resources, education and pro-
grams needed to eliminate the killing of home-
less companion animals in Austin. The center 
is run almost entirely by volunteers.

1156 W. Cesar Chavez St., Austin 78703
volunteer@austinpetsalive.org
www.austinpetsalive.org
Twitter: @austinpetsalive

Austin Pregnancy Resource Center 
helps girls and women with unplanned 
pregnancies decide their options while giv-
ing accurate and factual information in a 
confidential and welcoming environment. 
The center offers free tests, sonograms and 
classes. Volunteer opportunities are listed on 
the website.

2717 Rio Grande St., Austin 78705
512-476-7774
info@austinprc.org
www.austinprc.org
Twitter: @aprc2717

Austin Public Library volunteers primarily 
shelve books. However, the library is seeking 
Spanish speakers to assist with language pro-
grams and individuals with technology skills 
to help with computer classes and database 
questions. The library needs volunteers for all 
branches.

800 Guadalupe St., Austin 78701
512-974-7443
http://library.austintexas.gov
Twitter: @austinpubliclib

Austin Public Library  
Friends Foundation supports the Austin 
Public Library by increasing public awareness 
of the library and its importance to the com-
munity and by raising funds to enhance library 
collections, programs and facilities. Volunteer 
opportunities include assistance with the 
Badgerdog Creative Writing Program, special 
events and administrative duties.

P.O. Box 13201, Austin 78711
512-542-0076
www.austinlibrary.org
Twitter: @aplff

Austin Recovery aims to bring about the in-
depth changes that are essential for overcom-

Learn about Central Austin volunteer opportunities to start the new year.
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501 W. Third St., Austin 78701
512-476-9151, ext. 111
www.balletaustin.org
Twitter: @balletaustin

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Central 
Texas pairs volunteers with children in need of 
mentoring and positive role models. Men and 
Spanish-speaking volunteers are especially 
needed.

1400 Tillery St., Austin 78721
512-472-5437
www.bigmentoring.org/volunteer
Twitter: @bigmentoring

Blackland Community Development 
Corp. (Blackland CDC) builds, maintains and 
leases houses to families who earn less than 
60 percent of the median family income (MFI) 
in Austin. The organization also provides tran-
sitional housing to nine homeless families and 
provides them with case management support. 
Blackland CDC is the only neighborhood-based 
nonprofit in the U.S. to offer a transitional hous-
ing program. Volunteers help the community 
and families in a variety of ways such as clean-
ing, painting and gardening.

2005 Salina St., Austin 78722
512-972-5796

The Blood and Tissue Center of Central 
Texas is the exclusive provider and guardian of 
the community blood supply for more than 38 
medical facilities in the 10-county service area 
of Central Texas. Volunteers assist on blood 
drives, serve refreshments in donor centers, 
provide office support and transport blood 
product in the center’s vehicles.

4300 N. Lamar Blvd., Austin 78756
512-206-1189
www.inyourhands.org
Twitter: @CentralTXBlood

BookSpring provides reading experiences, 
tools and books to children and their families so 
they can develop a desire to read and succeed 
in school and in life. BookSpring is the Austin-
area provider of the Reading is Fundamental 
and Reach Out and Read national programs, 
and it provides other literacy programs as well. 
Volunteers encourage reading at area schools, 
sort and label donated books, deliver books 
to clinics around Austin and more. Groups of 
volunteers are encouraged.

2006 Greenbrook Parkway, Austin 78723
512-472-1791
www.bookspring.org

Boys & Girls Clubs of the Austin Area—
Administrative Office offers programs and 
services to promote and enhance the devel-
opment of boys and girls by instilling a sense 
of competence, usefulness, belonging and 
influence.

5407 N. I-35, Ste. 400, Austin 78723
512-444-7199
www.bgcaustin.org
Twitter: @bgcaustin

Breast Cancer Resource Centers of 
Texas—Austin is a nonprofit organization 
created by breast cancer survivors. The center 
exists to serve women with breast cancer, their 
families and support systems, women who 
have questions about screening and biopsy, 
and others in the community who are con-
cerned about breast cancer issues.

900 E. 30th St., Ste. 108, Austin 78705
512-524-2560
www.bcrc.org
Twitter: BCRCofTexas

Bullock Texas State History Museum 
needs volunteers to help in a number of areas, 
all of which help tell the story of Texas. Volun-
teers work in administrative duties, education, 
visitor services, special events and work as tour 
guides.

1800 N. Congress Ave., Austin 78701
512-936-4634
www.thestoryoftexas.com
Twitter: @bullockmuseum

Cancer Connection at Care Communi-
ties is a growing network of cancer survivors 
and their family members offering hope and 
companionship for individuals and families 
affected by cancer. Volunteers visit cancer 
patients and their family members at hospitals 
and oncology centers. They provide refresh-
ments, information and emotional support. All 
volunteers are cancer survivors or caregiver 
survivors and are matched with patients 
accordingly.

314 E. Highland Mall Blvd., Austin 78752
512-459-5883
www.thecarecommunities.com/cancerconnection
Twitter: @CancerConnectTX

Capital Idea is an educational partnership 
between Austin Interfaith and the Central 
Texas business community that works to link 
job seekers with employment. Volunteers are 
needed to help at the front desk, greet custom-

ing addiction. Volunteers help with admissions, 
teach dance classes, give haircuts and mani-
cures, perform clerical duties as well as life skills 
coaching, which can include topics such as job 
readiness and healthy relationships.

3420 Executive Center Drive, Ste. G-100,  
Austin 78731
512-697-8537
www.austinrecovery.org
Twitter: @austinrecovery

Austin State Supported Living Center, 
formerly Austin State School, provides aid and 
support to more than 260 residents with intel-
lectual and developmental disabilities. Volun-
teers assist with resident activities and campus 
improvement projects.

2203 W. 35th St., Austin 78703
512-374-6160
www.ausslcfriends.org

Austin Tenants’ Council protects ten-
ants’ rights and educates the community on 
fair housing. Volunteers are needed who can 
objectively gather and report information about 
the availability of housing while posing as a pro-
spective renter or homebuyer.

1640-B E. Second St., Ste. 150, Austin 78702
512-474-7007
www.housing-rights.org

Autism Society of Central Texas is an 
affiliate of the Autism Society of America with 
a mission to improve the lives of all affected by 
autism. Volunteers are used in many different 
ways including fundraising events and com-
munity opportunities.

4902 Brover Ave. Ste. 201, Austin 78756
512-479-4199
www.austinautismsociety.org
Twitter: @autismATX

Ballet Austin is a company wholly committed 
to sharing the art of dance, including with those 
who might not otherwise have the opportunity. 
Volunteers help with special events, the front 
desk, education, ushering and will call in the 
box office.

ers and perform general office work.

835 N. Pleasant Valley Road, Austin 78702
512-457-8610
www.capitalidea.org
Twitter: @capital_idea

Caritas of Austin seeks to establish a 
continuum of services for those experiencing 
poverty to link them with the tools they need to 
obtain self-sufficiency. Direct-service volun-
teers work to provide life skills training to clients 
and help serve in the community kitchen. 
Indirect-service volunteers help with special 
events, clerical duties and food drives.

611 Neches St., Austin 78701
512-479-4610, Ext. 1
www.caritasofaustin.org
Twitter: @caritasofaustin

Central Texas Trail Tamers is a group of 
volunteers who donate labor to lessen the bur-
dens of government for projects that enhance 
public use and protection of environmentally 
sensitive parks and preserves.

P.O. Box 90443, Austin 78709
512-417-3881 • www.trailtamers.org

The Christi Center offers hope after the 
death of a loved one by providing support net-
works, community education and therapeutic 
activities that are free, ongoing and peer-
based. Volunteers help support those who are 
grieving in our community.

2306 Hancock Drive, Austin 78756
512-467-2600
www.christicenter.org
Twitter: @ChristiCenter

The Contemporary Austin reflects the 
spectrum of contemporary art. The museum 
accomplishes this through exhibitions, educa-
tion, interpretive programs and direct access 
to the creative process. Volunteers help with 
visitor relations, education, exhibitions, the art 
school and with clerical tasks.

The Contemporary Austin at Laguna Gloria, 
3809 W. 35th St., Austin 78703
The Contemporary Austin at The Jones Center, 
700 Congress Ave., Austin 78701
512-458-8191 (Laguna Gloria), 512-453-5312 
(The Jones Center)
www.thecontemporaryaustin.org
Twitter: @contemporaryatx

Dell Children’s Medical Center of 
Central Texas is the only dedicated pediatric 
hospital in Central Texas. Volunteers provide 
assistance to patients, families and staff, and 
they also take part in fundraising and commu-
nity outreach.

4900 Mueller Blvd., Austin 78723
512-324-0161
www.dellchildrens.net • Twitter: @dellchildrens

Continued on page 24
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austin’s #1 home search website

Todd Bailey • c 512.289.0653 • toddbailey@realtyaustin.com • realtyaustin.com

Todd 
Bailey

512.289.0653
REALTOR®

Offered By Townbridge Homes
Bannister Acres - 
Casey & Bannister 
(78745)
$309k-$324k 
3 beds, 2.5 baths
1423 sqft -- 1480 sqft

Offered By Townbridge Homes
The Enclave At Valley View 
(78704)
$408k-$455k 
3 beds, 2.5 baths
1602 sqft -- 1821 sqft

FREE SIDE-BY-SIDE WASHER/DRYER ON ANY 

CONTRACT BEFORE THE END OF 2014!

Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com24  FEATURES
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Divine Canines provides free canine-
assisted therapy services to more than 40 sites 
around Austin and Central Texas, including 
school reading programs, nursing homes, 
rehabilitation centers and a wounded-warrior 
project at Fort Hood. The nonprofit is looking 
for dog owners who would like to train dogs to 
become therapy dogs.

2407 S. Congress Ave., Ste. E-401,  
Austin 78704
512-655-DOG5
www.divinecanines.org

Down Syndrome Association of Cen-
tral Texas provides education, support and 
resources to individuals with Down syndrome, 
their families, professionals and the community 
while building public awareness and accep-
tance of the abilities of individuals with Down 
syndrome. Volunteers can help with events 
such as walks, galas and fun runs. They can 
also work directly with individuals with Down 
syndrome.

3710 Cedar St., Box 3, Austin 78705
512-323-0808
www.dsact.com

Drive a Senior (South Austin, North Central 
Austin, West Austin) assists older adults in 
maintaining their quality of life and indepen-
dence. Volunteers provide transportation, home 
repairs and companionship to the elderly.

205 E. Monroe St., Austin 78704
512-445-5552 (South)
1640B E. Second St., Ste. 200, Austin 78702 
512-453-2273 (North Central)
2601 Exposition Blvd., Austin 78703
512-472-6339 (West)
www.driveasenior.org

Emancipet is dedicated to preventing animal 
homelessness and putting an end to euthana-
sia as a means of population control by provid-
ing low-cost or free surgical sterilization of dogs 
and cats. Volunteers work as ambassadors in 
the clerical, appointment and clinic areas.

7201 Lavender Loop, Bldg. I, Austin 78702
512-587-7729
www.emancipet.org
Twitter: @emancipet

Financial Literacy Coalition of Central 
Texas, in collaboration with Texas AgriLife 
Extension Service, provides affordable and/
or free money management education and 
training to adults and youth in the Central Texas 
area. FLCCT recruits and trains volunteers to 
provide this education and training.

1600 B. Smith Road, Austin 78721
512-413-8001
www.flcct.org

Foundation Communities is a nonprofit 
organization providing affordable, quality 
housing to families and individuals with low 
incomes. Volunteers can work with clients 
and residents in a variety of ways such as 
serving meals, providing free tax preparation 
services, financial coaching, tutoring in the 
after-school program and more.

3036 S. First St., Austin 78704
512-610-7377
www.foundcom.org
Twitter: @foundcom

Foundation for the Homeless Inc. mobi-
lizes the resources of the community of faith to 
alleviate homelessness in the spirit of compas-
sion, hope and love.

P.O. Box 28006, Austin 78755
512-453-6570
www.foundationhomeless.org

Front Steps works to end homelessness in 
Austin. It manages the Austin Resource Center 
for the Homeless, the Recuperative Care 
Project and a housing program. Volunteers 
help clients in the computer lab, distributing 
hygiene products and more. Those interested in 
volunteering must be 18 or older and can fill out 
an application online.

500 E. Seventh St., Austin 78701
512-305-4174
www.frontsteps.org

Girlstart volunteers work to encourage girls to 
pursue interests in math, science and technol-
ogy through after-school programs and com-
munity events.

1400 W. Anderson Lane, Austin 78757
512-916-4775
www.girlstart.org
Twitter: @girlstart

Goodwill Central Texas provides numer-
ous volunteer opportunities including rebuilding 
computers and tutoring in high school and GED 
classrooms.

1015 Norwood Park Blvd., Austin 78753
512-637-7100
www.austingoodwill.org
Twitter: @austingoodwill

Helping Hand Home for Children pro-
vides therapeutic foster care for abused and 
neglected children. Volunteers read to children 
or help with homework.

3804 Avenue B, Austin 78751
512-459-3353
www.helpinghandhome.org
Twitter: @helpinghandhome

Helping the Aging, Needy and Disabled 
Inc. is licensed by the Texas Department of 
Aging and Disability Services and has provided 
personal assistance services in clients’ homes 
for over 40 years. Its personal care attendants 
assist with activities of daily living so clients 
may continue to maintain their independence 
at home. Volunteers help the nonprofit with 
special events, assist case managers and 
clients with home maintenance activities and 
yard work, and assist in home safety and social 
visits.

1640-B E. Second St., Ste. 200, Austin 78702
512-477-3796
www.handaustin.org
Twitter: @handaustin

It’s Time Texas is a social change non-
profit working to organize and accelerate the 
movement to make healthy living the norm. 
Volunteers help unite and mobilize individuals, 
institutions and organizations to build healthier 
communities.

911 W. Anderson Lane, Ste. 101, Austin 78757
512-533-9555
www.itstimetexas.org
Twitter: @itstime

Keep Austin Beautiful provides resources 
and education to engage citizens in building 
more beautiful communities. Volunteers work 
on service projects, including creek and road 
cleanups.

55 N. I-35, Ste. 215, Austin 78702
512-391-0617
www.keepaustinbeautiful.org
Twitter: @kab_austin

KMFA is a nonprofit, listener-supported public 
radio station whose mission is to uplift, enter-
tain and educate Central Texans by providing 
the best in classical music and cultural pro-
gramming. Volunteers are needed to assist with 
mail-outs and during events.

3001 N. Lamar Blvd., Austin 78705
512-476-5632
www.kmfa.org
Twitter: @KMFAClassical

LifeWorks helps individuals, youth and 
families by providing counseling, education and 
housing. Volunteers are needed to help with 
maintenance, tutoring, Project Holiday Help 
and more.  

3700 S. First St., Austin 78704
512-735-2400
www.lifeworksaustin.org
Twitter: @lifeworksaustin

Livestrong was founded in 1997 by can-
cer survivor and cyclist Lance Armstrong. 
Livestrong provides practical information and 
tools people with cancer can use to live life 
on their own terms and unites people to fight 
cancer. Livestrong offers both volunteer and 
internship opportunities.

2201 E. Sixth St., Austin 78702
512-236-8820
www.livestrong.org
Twitter: @livestrong

Make a Wish Foundation of Central and 
South Texas grants the wishes of children 
with life-threatening medical conditions. Volun-
teers assist in wish-granting, fundraising and 
event planning. The nonprofit is also looking for 
Spanish-speaking volunteers.

2224 Walsh Tarlton Lane, Ste. 200,  
Austin 78746
512-329-9474
www.cstx.wish.org
Twitter: @makeawishcstx

Meals on Wheels and More—Greater 
Austin Area makes and delivers nutritious 
meals to homebound members of the commu-
nity. Volunteers deliver meals by bike or by car.

3227 E. Fifth St., Austin 78702
512-476-6325
www.mealsonwheelsandmore.org
Twitter: @mealsonwheels

Medico provides medical, eye and dental ser-
vices to remote areas of Central America where 
there is little or no basic health care. Volunteers 
go in mission teams. Medico coordinates local 
volunteer efforts to pack for trips.

2921 E. 17th St., Bldg. D, Ste. 4, Austin 78702
512-930-1893
www.medico.org

Mobile Loaves & Fishes Downtown 
Alliance of Churches is a social outreach 
ministry for the homeless and indigent working 
poor. Its mission is to provide food, clothing 
and dignity to those in need. It accomplishes 
this mission by delivering food every night of 
the week. Volunteers help prepare and deliver 
meals.

1201 Lavaca St., Austin 78701
512-971-1525
www.mlf.org
Twitter: @mlfnow

Mobile Loaves & Fishes St. Louis Catho-
lic Church is a social outreach ministry for 
the homeless and indigent working poor. Its 
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This guide is not a comprehensive 
list of all area organizations that need 
volunteers. If your organization is 
not included, email us at listings@
impactnews.com, and we will add it to our 
online list.  
 
For more Central Austin 
volunteer opportunities visit: 

impactnews.com/volunteerguide.

Family Dentistry with emphasis on 
IMPLANTS, IV SEDATION, 

SPECIAL NEEDS AND COSMETICS.

 $149
FULL ADULT EXAM

Full exam & full series of 
radiographs. Value $265.

$99
FULL CHILD EXAM 

X-Rays and Cleaning with 
Fluoride Treatment. Value $266.

Dennis P. Goehring, D.D.S., P.A. 

Performed a 2 year residency in advanced 
General Dentistry  & Hospital Dentistry

3421 W. William Cannon Dr.
Suite 141, Austin

MoPac
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W. William Cannon Dr.

Residency program not recognized as 
a specialty area by the ADA.

All services provided by a General Dentist.
Man-made roots and teeth using Dental 
Implants completed from start-to-fi nish.

IV sedation by licensed and certifi ed staff.

(512) 892-8822
Maudie’s TEX-MEX @MaudiesTXMexWWW.MAUDIES.COM
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mission is to provide food, clothing and dignity 
to those in need. It accomplishes this mission 
by delivering food every night of the week. Vol-
unteers help prepare and deliver meals.

7601 Burnet Road, Austin 78757
512-454-0384, ext. 199
www.mlf.org
Twitter: @mlfnow

Out Youth promotes the well-being and 
identity affirmation of gay, lesbian, bisexual and 
transgender youth. Volunteers provide mentor-
ing and participate in activities.

909 E. 49 1/2 St., Austin 78751
512-419-1233
www.outyouth.org

PeopleFund creates economic opportunity 
and financial stability for underserved people 
by providing access to capital, education and 
resources to build healthy small businesses. 
‘People2People’ volunteers are matched with 
small-business owners to assist with various 
aspects of operating the business.

2921 E. 17th St., Bldg. D, Ste. 1, Austin 78702
512-222-1007
www.peoplefund.org

People’s Community Clinic was founded 
in 1970 and is a nonprofit, primary health care 
facility meant to provide high-quality medical, 
counseling and health education services at 
reasonable costs to uninsured and underin-
sured individuals and families in the Austin area.

2909 N. I-35, Austin 78722
512-478-4939, ext. 1701
www.austinpcc.org
Twitter: @austinpcc

Planned Parenthood of Greater Texas 
is dedicated to helping people make informed, 
private decisions in matters of sexuality, repro-
duction and parenthood. Volunteers perform 
outreach in the community by attending com-
munity events.

Administrative office, 201 E. Ben White Blvd., 
Bldg. B, Austin 78704
512-276-8076
www.ppgreatertx.org
Twitter: @ppgreatertx

Refugee Services of Texas–Austin, 
founded in 1978, is a social service agency 
dedicated to resettling and providing services 
to refugees and other displaced persons fleeing 
persecution based on race, religion, nationality, 
membership of a particular social group and/
or political opinion. Volunteers help provide 
clients with resources, referrals, education and 
guidance.

Austin office: 512-472-9472, ext. 121
www.rstx.org
austin@rstx.org

Rodeo Austin is a charity dedicated to raising 
more than $2 million annually for Texas youth. 
More than 1,500 volunteers work year-round 
to help advance the mission of promoting 
youth education, preserving Western heritage. 
Rodeo Austin is proud to host a family-friendly 
entertainment event every March at the Travis 
County Expo Center. Volunteers assist with 
everything from event planning to working with 
children.

9100 Decker Lake Road, Austin 78724
512-919-3000
www.rodeoaustin.com

Ronald McDonald House Charities of 
Central Texas provides housing and support 
for families of critically ill children. Volunteers 
prepare meals and perform administrative 
duties. Volunteers are also needed to staff 
the Ronald McDonald Family Rooms in area 
hospitals.

1315 Barbara Jordan Blvd., Austin 78723
512-472-9844
www.rmhc-austin.org
Twitter: @rmhcaustin

The Salvation Army volunteers assist in 
many ways—with holiday events, acting as bell 
ringers and with other programs.

501 E. Eighth St., Austin 78767
512-634-5921
www.salvationarmyaustin.org
Twitter: @salarmyaustin

Seedling Foundation provides one-on-one 
mentoring relationships for school children of 
the incarcerated. Mentors from the community 
have lunch with children once a week at the 
child’s school and are highly trained and sup-
ported by the Seedling’s Promise Program staff.

2800 S. I-35, Ste. 170, Austin 78704
512-323-6371
www.seedlingfoundation.org
Twitter: @SeedFound

Seton Breast Care Center provides sup-
port and awareness in the fight against breast 
cancer. Volunteers are needed to help with 
Breast Care Center Boutique, special events, 
community outreach and more.

1201 W. 38th St., Austin 78705
512-324-1025, ext. 10262
lthibodeaux@seton.org
www.seton.net

Susan G. Komen Austin provides local sup-
port, outreach and national research in the fight 
against breast cancer. Volunteers are needed 
to help with Race for the Cure, special events, 
public policy, public relations, community out-
reach and more.

5508 Parkcrest Drive, Ste. 203, Austin 78731
512-473-0900
www.komenaustin.org
Twitter: @komenaustin

Sustainable Food Center is in charge of the 
SFC Farmers Market and creates opportunities 
for individuals to make healthy food choices 
and participate in a vibrant local food system. 
Volunteer opportunities include clerical duties, 
school garden mentors, chef demos, child care, 
working in the information booth at the farmers 
market and more.

2921 E. 17th St., Bldg. C, Austin 78702
512-236-0074, ext. 114
www.sustainablefoodcenter.org
Twitter: @sfclocal, @sfcmarkets

Tapestry Dance Company is a professional 
nonprofit dance organization. Volunteers help 
with opportunities ranging from light clerical 
office projects to special events assistance to 
repairs and maintenance.

2302 Western Trails Blvd., Austin 78745
512-474-9846
www.tapestry.org
Twitter: @tapestrydance

Ten Thousand Villages of Austin provides 
vital, fair income to people living in developing 
nations by marketing their handicrafts and tell-
ing their stories in North America. The organiza-
tion works with artisans who would otherwise 
be unemployed or underemployed. This income 
helps pay for food, education, health care and 
housing. The store is run almost entirely by 
volunteers, who also can help Ten Thousand 
Villages through customer service.

1317 S. Congress Ave., Austin 78704
512-440-0440
www.tenthousandvillages.com/austin
Twitter: @austinvillages

Trails at Vintage Creek Learning Center 
is a free, after-school program dedicated to 
providing a safe haven and academic support 
to low-income children and encouraging them 
to become good citizens. After a screening 
process, volunteers work to assist children 
academically.

7224 Northeast Drive, Austin 78723
512-610-4008
www.foundcom.org/get-involved/volunteer/

United Way for Greater Austin works 
with communities of volunteers that include 
individuals, businesses and other nonprofit 
groups. The agency coordinates nearly 10,000 
volunteers annually to serve the needs of 
residents in Travis County and 10 surround-
ing counties. Volunteers may choose from 
hundreds of opportunities that include working 
with students, nursing home residents, environ-
mental groups and the homeless, supporting 
already planned corporate or municipal events 
and more.

512-382-8611
www.uwatx.org/volunteer
Twitter: @uwatx

Workers Defense Project is a membership-
based organization that empowers low-income 
workers to ensure fair employment through 
education, direct services, community organiz-
ing and strategic partnerships. Volunteers are 
needed to assist workers who have not been 
paid for their work, to help in the office, provide 
English/Spanish translation and to help support 
community organizing efforts. Spanish speak-
ers are highly needed. WDP holds a volunteer 
orientation the first Tuesday of every month at 
5604 Manor Road.

5604 Manor Road, Austin 78723
512-391-2305, ext. 8040
www.workersdefense.org
Twitter: @workersdefense

YMCA of Austin—Town Lake Branch 
puts Christian principles into practice through 
programs that build a healthy spirit, mind 
and body. YMCA’s purpose is to enhance the 
lives of people in the community by providing 
programs, activities and facilities that develop 
and maintain opportunities. Volunteers help 
with special events, coaching, maintenance, 
mentoring, policy and more.

1100 W. Cesar Chavez St., Austin 78703
512-542-9622
www.austinymca.org
Twitter: @tlYMCA
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artistscholar

athlete servant

ST. ANDREW’S EPISCOPAL SCHOOL

Contact Admissions to schedule a campus tour! 
For more information visit www.sasaustin.org  
or call 512.299.9802 for grades 1–8  
or 512.299.9720 for grades 9–12.

Follow us! facebook/sasaustin.org
Lower/Middle School: 1112 W. 31st St.
Upper School: 5901 Southwest Pkwy.

Distraction
Continued from | 1

limit drivers’ distractions and will make 
Austin roads safer, Manley said.

Officials blame distracted driving
Regardless of whether a phone or other 

device is being held or utilized in a hands-
free manner, drivers who use a device 
while driving have a higher risk of being 
in a collision, according to the Texas 
Department of Transportation. 

In Travis County there were 10 fatali-
ties and 1,712 serious injuries in 2013 
because of distracted driving, according to 
TxDOT data. A total of 4,835 crashes took 
place last year in Travis County because 
of distracted driving, the state transporta-
tion agency claims.

Those tasked with developing the 
hands-free ordinance are hopeful the new 
rule will help reduce Austin’s traffic con-
gestion. Distracted driving leads to vehi-
cle accidents, which lead to slower travel 
times, Manley said.

“I believe there can be and there will 
be a small improvement in the amount of 
traffic congestion if people will pick their 
phone up less with this ordinance,” said 
Scott Johnson, a citizen member of the 
Distracted Driving Advisory Group who 
worked with Manley and other city offi-
cials to develop the ordinance.

Distracted driving has caused more 

fatalities annually than homicides in Aus-
tin, Mayor Lee Leffingwell said. People 
have become used to constantly inter-
acting with their devices, but that causes 
unsafe conditions for drivers, cyclists and 
pedestrians, he said.

 “It’s a safety issue,” Leffingwell said. 
“We have a huge congestion problem, 
which leads to more vehicles on the road, 
and the more people that are driving those 
vehicles distracted, the more serious the 
problem becomes.”

Ultimately, drivers and bicyclists need 
to realize they are not as skilled at mul-
titasking as they think, said Rondella 
Hawkins, a Telecommunications and Reg-
ulatory Affairs officer for the city of Aus-
tin who served on the Distracted Driving 
Advisory Group alongside Manley and 
Johnson.

“It’s important for the public to under-
stand that we all think we’re really good 
at multitasking and that we [think we] 
can do things like texting on a handheld 
phone while driving and not get dis-
tracted, but there’s evidence, there’s stud-
ies … and fatalities where an accident 
occurred because of distracted driving,” 
Hawkins said. “We do need to focus on 
driving. In just a split second that tragedy 
can happen.” 

Austin follows national trend
Ideally, people should deal with missed 

calls, texts or social media notifications 
once they have reached their destination, 

said Johnson, a bicycle and pedestrian 
advocate. He said people should also pre-
plan what routes they need to take instead 
of starting their GPS device after getting 
on the road—a transition Johnson admits 

will initially be difficult.
“I realize that’s not going to happen,” he 

said. “People do things in the context of, 
‘Let me optimize time,’ and optimizing time 
for people is doing it while they’re driving.”

A Bluetooth or similar earpiece—
any hands-free devices that 

sync with smartphones through 
one touch of a button—can 

typically cost between $20 and 
$150 from a retailer. 

Law enforcement recommends 
using only one earbud at a time if 
earphones are used to be hands-

free. Earbuds with microphones 
can cost $5 to $30.

These headsets can be worn 
around the neck with two 

detachable earbuds. Some can 
be found for as low as $50.

Bluetooth  
earpiece

Earbuds

Bluetooth headset
In Travis County in 2013, there were 
4,835 crashes due to distracted driving:

Distracted driving dangers

10 fatalities

1,712 serious injuries

Source: Texas Department of Transportation
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Drivers in other states, such as New York 
and California, have also been forced to 
adapt to a hands-free-while-driving atmo-
sphere. Johnson said he has family in both 
states, and because of enforcement and the 

penalties they quickly learned to comply 
with the respective laws. He said he hopes to 
see the same reaction occur in Austin.

The ordinance will help bicyclists avoid the 
dangers of distracted driving, said Al Bastidas, 

founder of Please Be Kind to Cyclists, an Aus-
tin bicycling advocacy group.

“As a person on a bicycle, we’re the most 
vulnerable road users because we have no 
protection. We have to train our brain to 

ride our bicycle defensively,” Bastidas said. 
“We’ve been riding our bikes without [this 
law] for a long time, and we’re definitely 
going to feel a lot safer if the law gets to 
be enforced. It’s not as easy to enforce as 
we think.”

The Texas House of Representatives 
passed a statewide hands-free ordinance 
in 2013, but it did not pass the Senate’s 
transportation committee. A similar law 
proposal passed both the state House and 
Senate in 2011, however Gov. Rick Perry 
vetoed the bill. 

“Texting while driving is reckless and 
irresponsible,” Perry said in 2011 when 
addressing his veto. “I support measures 
that make our roads safer for everyone, 
but House Bill 242 is a government effort 
to micromanage the behavior of adults.”

Gov.–elect Greg Abbott has not made 
clear his stance on any hands-free pro-
posal. Calls and emails to Abbott’s office 
were not returned in time for publication.

Because of past pushback, Leffingwell 
said he realizes the transition will not be 
easy for Austin, but he is confident the 
new law will prove successful.

“I realize it’s going to be hard for a lot of 
people to make that change, but you kind of 
saw the same thing … when all of a sudden 
you had to wear a seat belt,” Leffingwell said. 

What steps do you intend on taking to comply with Austin’s 
new hands-free ordinance while driving?

Take the poll online at impactnews.com/cta-poll

These speakers can answer 
and end calls with one touch 
and cost as low as $10.

Device stands typically 
cost between $5 and $40 
and can be used to hold 
phones, navigators and 
mp3 players.

Many cars now come 
equipped with Bluetooth or 
similar integration to allow 
for one-touch-to-answer 
technology.

Many radios are now created with Bluetooth 
and/or touch-screen navigation built in. 
Installation of a Bluetooth radio can cost $250, 
according to Randy Walsh, regional manager 
at Austin-based Custom Sounds, and more 
advanced navigation systems are about $600.

Bluetooth speaker 
phone

Device stand

One-touch answer

Radio

Devices to keep drivers 
from breaking law

Although drivers can comply with the distracted 
driving law without spending extra money, new 

products are constantly released to allow for 
more hands-free capability.

Design by Ethan Hill

No fatalities or serious injuries reported in 3,113 crashes
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Commute
Continued from | 1

METRORAIL

COMMUTE CHOICES

Three-quarters of Central Texas residents drive alone in their vehicles to work, according to the 
U.S. Census Bureau’s 2012 American Community Survey. The survey also lists the percentage of 

residents who choose other options of commuting. Other options not listed below total 
1 percent of Central Texas commuters.

Bike, 1%

Pedestrian, 2%

Telecommute, 7%

Bus

MetroRail

Carpool/vanpool, 11%
Single-occupancy 
vehicle, 76%

Designed by Angie Calderon Source: 2012 American Community Survey

COMMUTE OPTIONS + TOOLS

Ridesharing involves sharing a vehicle with 
someone else as either the rider or driver. Car 
sharing is a short-term rental of a vehicle, usually 
by the hour.

B-cycle  
A bikesharing 
program through 
which users rent 
bikes
www.bcycle.com

Capital Metro
Registered users 
pay for monthly 
carpooling 
through RideShare. 
Employers may sign 
up for MetroWorks to 
purchase discounted 
transit passes for 
employees.  
www.capmetro.org

car2go
Car sharing using 
Smart cars
www.car2go.com

Carma
The mobile app 
assists users in 
finding riders or 
drivers in real time 
for carpooling.
www.carma 
carpool.com

Lyft and Uber 
Both apps allow 
users to find rides 
in real time.
www.lyft.com
www.uber.com

myCommute 
Solutions.com 
An online platform 
connecting 
commuters for 
carpooling

RideScout
The app shows 
users all available 
commute options 
near their location.
www.ridescout 
app.com

Spokefly  
The bike rental 
program allows 
users to list and 
share their bikes.
www.spokefly.com

ZipCar
Car sharing using a 
variety of vehicles
www.zipcar.com

Public 
transit, 2%

in, what if they have a doctor’s appointment 
or emergency or meeting? We want every-
body to go to lunch and use B-cycle or grab 
car2go, and the company will pay for it,” 
Lerner said. “If you do have an emergency 
we’ve covered everything.”

The use of other commute options as a 
reaction to parking issues and traffic con-
gestion is what many Austin leaders and 
organizations are hoping to see an increase as 
one strategy to improving congestion in the 
Austin metropolitan area.

Roads not the only strategy
In August 2013 the Texas A&M Transpor-

tation Institute, which aims to solve multi-
modal transportation problems statewide, 
released a study of what it would take to 
improve mobility on I-35.

“You can’t keep adding lanes to roads as 
your only strategy,” TTI Senior Research 
Engineer Tim Lomax said. “That’s clear to 

us when looking at big-city congestion—not 
that more lanes or toll roads don’t have a role.”

Researchers created traffic models for I-35 
by incorporating road projects identified in 
the 2035 plan created by the Capital Area 
Metropolitan Planning Organization, which 
is responsible for Central Texas’ long-term 
regional transportation planning efforts.

“When you look at 2035 the demand and 
trips are so large that the system is just over-
whelmed,” he said. “We tried a number of 
different strategies and projects, and at best 
they were [improving] congestion levels by 
2035 by 5 percent.”

This is where other travel options, such as 
telecommuting, carpooling or trying differ-
ent modes of transit, will be vital to seeing 
noticeable improvements in mobility, he said.

Glenn Gadbois is the executive direc-
tor of Movability Austin, which works with 
employers to reduce drive-alone behavior. 
Many local alternative commute options and 
tools are still in their infancy and not avail-
able to everyone, Gadbois said.

Increasing access to options and tools, 

he said, will make a difference in changing 
driver behavior. A tougher task is convinc-
ing commuters to change their behavior and 
understand how that could affect congestion.

“That’s still tough for us because it’s one 
person at a time, and we don’t know how to 
get there efficiently,” he said.

Navigating options
Many area commuters are not aware of the 

tools available to aid them in selecting the 
best alternative commute, said Julie Mazur, 
program coordinator at Commute Solutions, 
which is part of CAMPO.

Commute Solutions provides alternative 
commuter resources and tools for residents 
and businesses. Its online myCommute-
Solutions platform helps commuters find 
carpool, bike or walk partners, Mazur said. 
Businesses can create a customized subsite to 
manage carpooling for employees.

“Trying an alternative commute is some-
thing you can do right now,” Mazur said. “You 
don’t have to wait for a road to be built.”

RideScout, a mobile app showing users 

available commute options near their loca-
tion, launched in Austin in 2013. RideScout 
plans to expand the app’s services in 2015 to 
make multimodal trips easier for users.

“Austin is a pretty tough city for us. It’s 
still pretty rare to hear of people moving 
around the city without a car,” said Rachel 
Charlesworth, the company’s vice president 
of brand. “It is our big effort to make Austin a 
city with many transportation options.”

Incentivizing commutes
For companies paying for parking, other 

modes of commuting could reduce costs. 
This was the case for Mutual Mobile, which 
saved more than $10,000 per year by signing 
up for Capital Metro’s MetroWorks program, 
said Dan Dawson, Capital Metro’s vice presi-
dent of marketing and communications.

Capital Metro launched the program in 
August and works with employers to tailor 
a program to provide training and resources 
on using transit. Employers may also pur-
chase discounted transit passes to offer to 
employees who forego parking.

“Employees who take public transit are 
more healthy because they walk,” Dawson 
said. “They’re more productive because on 
the vehicles they can actually start their day a 
little earlier. It gives them more personal time. 
That was the impetus of what we can do.”

Carpooling app company Carma found 
offering incentives to be the best way to 
motivate commuters to try carpooling. It 
received a $750,000 federal grant to partner 
with the Texas Department of Transporta-
tion and the Central Texas Regional Mobil-
ity Authority—which manages toll roads 
183A and the Manor Expressway on Hwy. 
290. The grant allows the Mobility Authority 
to reimburse tolls for drivers with more than 
one person in their vehicle, Carma Commu-
nity Manager Lauren Albright said. In Janu-
ary, Carma plans to announce an expansion 
of its program.

“What we’re trying to do is get people to 
think about changing and actually sharing 
the ride ...,” she said. “Right now there’s only 
so much capacity on our roads, but there’s 
extra capacity in the cars we’re driving.”

Find related stories at impactnews.com. Keyword Search

Commute solutions, mobility

share your light
January 24, 2015  |  6 PM  |  Austin Convention Center

Dell Children’s Gala

Dinner         Entertainment         Auction         Dancing

Chaired by Sabrina and Jay Brown
tickets and sponsorships available

www.dellchildrensgala.com
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Complete your home with your style, compliments of Taylor Morrison this 
holiday season. From November 17th through December 31st, 2014, purchase 
a new Taylor Morrison home and receive 50% off design options. This is our 
way of making this season even more special.

We’ve Got The Perfect 
Holiday Present for Your Family.

*Deck Your Halls 50% Off Design Center Option Promotion limited time offer for cash or financed buyers is valid on to-be-
built homes at Taylor Morrison’s Austin Division communities only.  Valid on new purchase agreements written  between 
November 17th, 2014 and December 31st, 2014 only (“Promotion Period”).  Not valid for any other Taylor Morrison Division or 
for contracts written outside of the Promotion Period.  The specific options available and savings will vary depending on the 
to-be-built Home and/or Community selected.  Not valid with inventory/model homes and any other advertised promotions, 
incentives and/or offers and no substitutions or Purchase Price reductions permitted.  No other discounts, incentives, offers, 
coupons, etc. will apply, except as expressly agreed to in the Purchase Agreement.  Offer void where prohibited or otherwise 
restricted by law. Additional restrictions may apply and all incentives, pricing, availability and plans subject to change or delay 
without notice. Please see a Taylor Morrison Austin Sales Associate and the Purchase Agreement terms for details and visit 
www.taylormorrison.com for additional disclaimers. © November 2014, Taylor Morrison of Texas, Inc. All rights reserved.

Neighborhood data provided by 
Jennifer Korba

Realty Austin
512-600-9721
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REAL ESTATE

Hyde Park, generally bounded by 38th and 
45th streets and Guadalupe and Duval 
streets, is led by an active neighborhood 
association that includes a development review 
committee to help retain the integrity of the 
neighborhood. The Hyde Park Historic District 
was listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places in 1990, as was its close neighbor 
the Shadow Lawn Historic District. The districts 
include Victorian architecture, Tudor revival 
architecture and craftsman-style bungalows. 
The walkable neighborhood also includes  
coffee shops, markets, historic homes and 
tree-lined streets. Hyde Park residents are often 
a mix of families, professionals and University 
of Texas grad students.

Hyde Park

514 E. 38th St.  $560,000

3 Bedroom / 3 Bath  1,656 sq. ft.
Agent: Kathy Youngblood,  
Howard Schmidt Real Estate  512-751-7676

4202 Avenue B  $579,000

3 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath  2,106 sq. ft. 
Agent: Alan Key,
512 Realty  512-517-5013

4517 Avenue G  $925,000

3 Bedroom / 2.5 Bath  3,070 sq. ft.
Agent: Tammy Young,
Realty Austin  512-695-6940

3801 Avenue H  $834,900

5 Bedroom / 4 Bath  3,047 sq. ft.
Agent: Jason English,
Marathon Real Estate  512-454-7548

Recent listings

FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD 

*As of 12/12/14

Build-out year: 1950s

Builders include: Various 

Square footage: 700–4,000

Home values: $250,000–$900,000

HOA dues (estimated): None (voluntary HOA)  

Amenities: Shipe Park, Elisabet Ney Museum, 
Hancock Golf Course

Schools: Lee Elementary School,  
Kealing Middle School, McCallum High School

Property taxes (in dollars):

Austin ISD  1.2420 
City of Austin  0.5027 
Travis County  0.4946 
Travis County Hospital District  0.1290 
Austin Community College District  0.0949

Total (per $100 value) 2.4632

10

Homes on 
the market*

$8,200

Median annual 
property taxes

$425,000

Median 
home value

38

Average days 
on the market*

1

Homes under 
contract*

$308

Median price 
per square foot
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Looking for
Coupons?

Hundreds of local 
and regional coupons

Just click and print



At Seton, our goal is to deliver the best care possible with the  dignity and respect 
that every human deserves. It’s a belief we’ve  held since 1902. And now we’re 
building our newest teaching hospital, Seton Medical Center at The University 
of Texas, where we’ll teach a new generation of doctors how to give expert care 
with a human touch — and a subtle Texan accent. Welcome to Humancare.
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