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Proposed rules, reconstruction highlight 
efforts to diversify downtown districts

Beyond the bars

By Jennifer Curington
Affordability has seemingly 

become one of the top buzz-
words in Austin, particularly 
among candidates vying for pub-
lic office in the Nov. 4 election. 

Living within one’s budget has 
been a daunting task for many 
Austinites as the housing supply 
has failed to meet the demands 
of the past decade. Until recently, 
that demand would have no end.

By Joe Lanane
An entertainment license proposal could strengthen 

sound, safety and security regulations in downtown 
Austin’s late-night districts, including one known for its 
“dirty” reputation.

Austin City Council unanimously supported a late 
September resolution that seeks to reduce downtown 
overcrowding and more consistently enforce sound 
ordinances. City staff must bring any recommended 
rule changes back to council members for final approval 
by the end of the year, according to the resolution.

There is no certainty yet as to what changes, if any, 

However, July and August 
were unusual for the Austin real 
estate market as year-over-year 
homes sold declined for the first 
time in three years.

See Housing | 32

See Downtown | 34
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Residents to 
weigh in on 
$1 billion rail, 
road bond
By Amy Denney

Austin Mayor Lee Leffingwell 
has said solving the region’s trans-
portation crisis requires a big 
solution. On Nov. 4 voters will 
decide on that big solution: a 
$1 billion plan for the city’s first 
urban rail line and other regional 
road projects.

Proposition 1 asks voters to 
authorize the city to sell $600 mil-
lion in bonds to fund a 9.5-mile 
urban rail line running from East 
Riverside Drive through the city’s 
core to The University of Texas 
and ending at Austin Commu-
nity College’s Highland campus. 
If approved rail would be opera-
tional by 2022.

The route is part of the Proj-
ect Connect regional transpor-
tation plan that was the result of 
the work of the Transit Working 
Group led by Leffingwell.

“Everybody that comes into the 
core of the city benefits whether or 
not they ride rail because some-
body’s going to be riding rail, and 
that means fewer cars,” said Mar-
tha Smiley, who sat on the Project 
Connect Central Corridor Advi-
sory Group to assist the mayor 
with choosing the route.

Starting construction on the 
urban rail route is contingent 
upon two factors: the city secur-
ing a $600 million match from the 
Federal Transit Administration 
for rail and securing $400 million 
for road projects. The latter would 
be achieved by the city selling $400 
million in nonvoter-approved state 
highway bonds.

Funding the $1 billion plan 
would require increasing the  city’s 
debt service property tax rate by 
6.25 cents. The resulting increase 
on a taxpayer’s bill with a $200,000 
home value would be $217 annu-
ally, according to city analysis.

Many supporters and opponents 
See Rail | 36

“Affordability relates to the burden or cost 
that people feel, to be able to live [in] and 
enjoy Austin. It means different things to 
different people in different parts of town. 
Most critically I think for the lower class 
and middle class it means holding on to 

your homes and not having to move. It’s the utility bills that 
we all have to pay; it’s the property taxes.”

“Affordability means that you are able to 
make your ends meet. Affordable hous-
ing is important, affordable transporta-
tion is important and your necessities: 
food, clothing, shelter and being able to 
take care of your family. And of course 
it depends on your income level.”

“[Affordability is] the ability for a work-
ing person to live in the city and save 
money after making their expenses 
or a family to be able to live in the 
city and put away savings after their 
expenses for the month.”

“Affordability is a few things—it’s not just 
one thing. It’s really about creating a public 
transit system that is integrated and serves 
enough of our community that if you want 
to live in Austin and choose to not use a 
personal vehicle then you can use public 

transportation. What I believe is lacking in the Austin economy 
is economic equality, and with greater economic equality, 
meaning everyone gets to participate in the prosperity, it truly 
could become a much more affordable city for many folks who 
are on the lower end of the salary spectrum.”

“Affordability to me is being able to pay 
your taxes and stay in the home you 
grew up in. It means you’re not stuck 
in traffic. When we look at policies, we 
need to consider the ramifications.”

STEVE ADLER SHERYL COLE

RANDALL STEPHENS

MIKE MARTINEZ
TODD PHELPS

Housing affordability among top 
concerns for candidates, residents
Austin home sales recently declined for the first time in three years. Although the reason is not obvious, 
some local experts cite a lack of affordable supply, increased prices or residents’ move to renting.

AUSTIN MAYORAL CANDIDATES ANSWER: WHAT DOES AFFORDABILITY MEAN TO YOU?

A proposal to create an entertainment 
license could return by year’s end to Austin 
City Council, which asked city staff to rec-
ommend any changes necessary to existing 
laws to further “support consistent enforce-
ment of the sound ordinance, safety and 
security provisions.”

Entertainment license proposal
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Serious ER Care
There’s a reason why we’re Austin’s Emergency 

Support System. Our physicians are board certified. 

Our technology is life saving. We have a skilled 

nursing staff. And we have convenient locations 

throughout Central Texas.   

St. David’s is Austin’s  

Emergency Support System. Urgent Care Facilities

Emergency Centers

Outpatient Surgery Centers

St. David’s 
Emergency Network

To find the facility nearest you, visit StDavids.com/protect.
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FROM THE EDITOR
After all the anticipa-

tion, Election Day is 
nearly here.

The historic nature of 
this year’s election can-
not be stressed enough. 
This will be the only time 
in which all 10 newly 
created City Council dis-
tricts are up for grabs—
in the next city election, 
only half of those seats 
will face re-election.

Add in a competitive mayoral race, a contentious 
urban rail proposal and a long-awaited community 
college bond proposal, and there is enough incentive 
for nearly every Central Austinite to cast a vote Nov. 4.

Learn more about the biggest issue this election 
year, as cited by candidates, by reading our front-
page story in this issue about Austin’s lack of housing 
“affordability”—a buzzword that undoubtedly will 

be heard at City Hall long after Nov. 4. Each mayoral 
candidate gave their definition of affordability to 
reporter Jennifer Curington, who then examined the 
issue from the real estate industry’s perspective.

Austin’s increasingly unaffordable cost of living goes 
hand in hand with another election-related story this 
month about the city’s urban rail initiative. The $600 
million bond proposal, coupled with $400 million for 
various road projects, could provide a long-term traffic 
solution while also increasing Austin property tax bills, 
according to our transportation reporter Amy Denney.

No matter the candidate or issue, it is important 
Austinites get out to vote between now and  
Nov. 4. Consider it a warm-up for the inevitable  
Dec. 16 runoff elections in which many of the City 
Council district races will ultimately be decided.

Joe Lanane
EDITOR

jlanane@impactnews.com

COMMUNITY FEEDBACK
TAKE THE POLLREADER COMMENTS

LAST MONTH’S POLL RESULTS

How much is your vote influenced 
by an individual candidate’s plan to 
tackle Austin’s affordability issues?

  Take the poll online at impactnews.com/cta-poll.

Would you convert your home to solar 
power if incentivized to do so?

  49.57%                                        Yes, I already am interested 

in solar options 

  43.59%                             Only if neighborhood and 

environmental concerns are taken into account 

  3.42%  No, I have no interest in converting energy sources

  3%  Other

Results from an unscientific Web survey collected 9/25/14–10/17/14

MoPac speed limit returns to 65 mph north of US 183 
when workers not present (Posted Oct. 9, 2014)

“Are they serious? Is this for real? Have they seen the lines on 
the road? Have they actually seen how drivers are handling it? 
The lines are terribly confusing—especially when the sun is at 
the wrong angle—and drivers are constantly swerving in and 
out of the lanes, not knowing which line is real and which one 
is ‘covered.’ And now they want this to happen at 70 mph? 
What a joke. Someone needs to fix that terrible line cover-up 
job before someone gets killed.”

— Concerned driver

Austin seeks increase of solar energy usage (Volume 6, 
Issue 11)

“‘Is it too hard to go to the moon, eradicate smallpox or end 
apartheid? Is it too hard to build a computer that fits in your 
pocket? No? Then it’s not too hard to build a clean energy 
future, either.’”

— Ray Delcolle

Austin targets pro-quality golf course (Volume 6, Issue 11)

“If they can capture rainwater and use that without requir-
ing any treated city water, then go for it. Otherwise, I don’t 
think this is a wise decision given all the water issues we face. 
Besides, I think golf needs to get away from the idea of all 
courses looking like Ireland but rather embrace the local flora 
so you get a unique experience.”

— Garret Nick

In September we asked readers if they were willing to help 
Austin achieve its long-term solar goals by installing solar 
panels at their residence. Very few respondees said they 
have no interest in making the solar conversion.

2015 Foreseter 2.5i 
CVT with Alloy Package

$269mo. 42 mo. lease 

2015 S60 T5

Roger Beasley Volvo of georgetown volvogeorgetown.com

Model FFB. With approved credit. Dealer contribution may a?ect ?nal negotiated price. 42 mo lease, $999 total due at inception (including 1st mo payment), no sec. dep. required, 41 monthly pymts of $269, ?nal pymt / residual = $14,800. 
Based on 10k mi. / yr with $.15 per mi. excess charge. MSRP $25,086. Stk# Z10782. Expires 10/31/2014.

$3,535 cash due at signing. No security deposit required. Monthly payment of $335, based on $38,325 MSRP of 2015.5 S60 T5 Drive-E FWD Premier with Heated Seats and Metallic Paint, includes destination charge. 
Lessee is responsible for excess wear and mileage over 10,000 miles/year at $0.25 / mile. Advertised lease payment and � nancing excludes taxes, title, and regis. fees and is available for quali� ed customers based on 

FICO score through Volvo Car Financial Services. Stock # V5242, residual $23154. Expires 10/31/2014.

Subaru of georgetown subarugeorgetown.com

Roger Beasley Volvo of Georgetown 7501 South IH 35 • Georgetown • (888) 523-1363
Roger Beasley Volvo of Austin 6375 East Highway 290 • Austin • (888) 543-7193 Subaru of Georgetown • 7501 S IH 35 • Georgetown • (888) 694-7819

Roger Beasley Volvo of Georgetown 

$335mo. 36 mo. Lease 0.9% APR Financing available for 48 mos

Drive-E Premier

Roger Beasley Volvo of georgetown volvogeorgetown.com

Roger Beasley Volvo of Georgetown 7501 South IH 35 • Georgetown • (888) 523-1363
Roger Beasley Volvo of Austin 6375 East Highway 290 • Austin • (888) 543-7193

Roger Beasley Volvo of Georgetown 

mo. 36 mo. Lease 

Drive-E PremierDrive-E Premier $269
0.9% APR Financing available for 48 mos



Much higher taxes, an even less affordable Austin. The Rail bonds will raise  
property taxes by more than $100 per each $100,000 in valuation. You do the math. Bummer! 

More congestion, not less. Ben Wear wrote that rail lines will take away from us miles of 
automobile lanes and hundreds of parking spaces. Supporters call it a “Transportation” bond,  
but a lot of  the “roadwork” is to accommodate the rail. Not much new pavement in these bonds.

Wipes out future AAA bonds. It will use up all $1 billion of Austin’s AAA (low interest)  
bond capacity, requiring high interest bonds for new fire stations, parks, libraries, sidewalks 
or road improvements…an astonishingly dumb move.

A trail of false promises.  Despite pie-in-the-sky claims, this money-sucking Rail won’t  
ease traffic congestion and does nothing good for our city and the vast majority of Austinites.

*The Statesman’s Ben Wear wrote that it could ultimately cost “well above $6 billion”. It’s a colossal amount of cash for a preposterously stupid idea 

which does nothing good for the vast majority of Austinites and their neighborhoods. No sensible person, liberal or conservative, would vote for it. 

Vote NO
 on City of Austin Prop 1 

Save Austin from the Downtown Money Train.

Paid for by the Derail Austin PAC, Ed Wendler, Treasurer

•

•

•

•

Getting approval for such a clearly 
bad idea has forced rich downtown 
business interests to fund a  
$1 million ad campaign to try 
and convince voters the train is  
actually a great idea…They  
must think we’re  
really dumb.

Rail needs density. 
Buses don’t.  
Austin is one of  
the least dense  
major cities in  
the United States.
Go figure.

Same old story…  
Downtown wins. Our neighborhoods get nothing. Again.

And…
 The proposed rail system will actually increase congestion.  

Worse… 
It will be a financial trainwreck for Austin.

Vote NO  
on City of Austin Prop 1 and avoid a Billion dollar* disaster.

When RECA, the Downtown Austin 
Alliance, the Chamber of Commerce, 
CapMetro, David Butts &  the Mayor  
all endorsed the highly deceptive 
$1 Billion Rail (and Roads?) bonds… 

       …something began to smell. 

Austin has serious transportation problems, major  
infrastructure issues and an impending water crisis.  

The Money Train bonds do nothing  
to help meet any of these  

huge challenges.  

Traffic lanes       
will be replaced by rails!

Derail Austin.Doubletruck.Final.indd   1 10/9/14   2:56 PM
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7  Fork + Taco, 4801 Burnet Road, 
opened Sept. 16. The menu features unique 
takes on tacos with nothing costing more 
than $6. The eatery, closed Mondays, also 
offers soft-serve ice cream made fresh 
daily. www.forkandtaco.com

8  A sixth location of Lone Star 
Kolaches opened in July at 2210 W. 
Anderson Lane. The locally owned bakery 
sells breakfast items including croissants 
and muffins as well as kolaches such as 
egg, sausage, chorizo, cream cheese and 
fruit. The business is open from 5:30 
a.m.–2:30 p.m. daily, and customers may 
text their orders for pickup. 512-800-9343. 
www.lonestarkolaches.com

9  Local smoothie and juice shop Skinny 
Limits opened its fifth location Oct. 10 at 
8620 Burnet Road, Ste. 132. The cold-
pressed, raw juices used in the company’s 
cleanses are gluten-free. 512-358-6215. 
www.skinnylimits.com 

10  Silver Lining Counseling P.C., 2708 
S. Lamar Blvd., Ste. 112, opened Sept. 1. 
Owner Brenda Estrello LPC specializes 
in helping those with mood disorders 
through cognitive behavioral therapy and 
affirmations. 512-785-0055.  
www.silverliningcounseling.org

11  FOUND, 501 Oakland Ave., 
opened Oct. 18 offering contemporary 
womenswear with a personalized boutique 
shopping experience. The store also carries 
handbags and jewelry. 512-123-1234.  
www.foundaustin.com 

12  CrossFit fitness gym Eastside Austin 
Elite, 2115 S. Lamar Blvd., opened its 
second location Oct. 6. The center offers 
fitness classes Monday through Friday. 
512-499-0998. www.eastsideaustinelite.com

13  Evans Dermatology Partners began 
accepting patients at its second Austin-area 
office at 3508 S. Lamar Blvd., Ste. 300, on 
Oct. 15, according to the practice. The skin 
clinic offers the same medical, cosmetic and 
pediatric services as its original location at 
9701 Brodie Lane, Ste. A-106. 512-280-3939. 
www.evans-dermatology.com

14  Patika Coffee, 2159 S. Lamar Blvd., 
opened its first brick-and-mortar location 
Sept. 26 offering coffee, wine and beer. The 
new location will also offer morning and 
evening treats. Patika’s trailer can still be 
found downtown on Fourth Street. 
512-535-3955. www.patikacoffee.com 

Coming Soon

15  Cover 3, 1717 W. Sixth St., Ste. 210, will 
open its second Austin-area location in late 
October. The sports bar will offer brunch, 
lunch and dinner and is owned by native 
Austinites Matt Dodson and Doug Young, 
who have other restaurant locations in San 
Antonio. www.cover-3.com 

Downtown

Relocations

1  South Austin Robotics Academy 
moved at the beginning of the school year 
from The Khabele School elementary 
campus to its middle and high school 
campus, 807 Rio Grande St., Bldg. 4, 
because of construction. The academy 
will remain at the location and continue 
offering robotics and computer 
programming classes on the weekends for 
ages 7–15. 512-689-2668.  
www.southaustinroboticsacademy.com

2  Goldis Sausage Company in early 
October moved its lightly smoked, hand-
crafted sausage retail operation from the 
Crow Bar, 3116 S. Congress Ave., to its new 
downtown location at 503 Colorado St. 
The move was made to garner more of a 
lunch crowd while still serving late-night 
patrons. 401-527-9050.  
www.goldissausagecompany.com

In the News

3  Austin Music Hall, 208 Nueces St., 
will likely remain a downtown event space 
despite being purchased by Cielo Property 
Group in late September—two years after 
the property went into foreclosure. The 
group may invest in enhancements for the 
property’s music and event uses but is open 
to converting the building to office space. 
512-600-7900. www.cielorealtypartners.com

Central Austin

Now Open

4  Tacodeli opened its fifth Austin 
location, 3701 Burnet Road, on Sept. 
21. The eatery is open for breakfast and 
lunch, and customers can build their own 
breakfast taco. Almost all ingredients 
Tacodeli uses originate within Austin city 
limits and are prepared in-house daily.  
512-467-9999. www.tacodeli.com 

5  GARMENT, 701 S. Lamar Blvd., 
Ste. F, opened Sept. 20 selling modern and 
wearable vintage or collectible clothing 
items with big-name brands in the 
shop. Independent designers with small 
collections will also be featured in the shop. 
512-916-9961. www.shopgarment.com

6  Little Woodrow’s, 5425 Burnet 
Road, held its grand opening Oct. 8. The 
sports bar is known for its wide selection 
of beers. Its owner plans to host many 
community events and specials to keep 
the surrounding neighborhoods, which 
originally fought the opening, coming as 
patrons. Round Rock-based pizza business 
The Original Brooklyn Pie Co. has its 
sixth Austin-area location inside the Little 
Woodrow’s location. The business opened 
Oct. 11. www.littlewoodrows.com, 
www.brooklynpie.com
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16  Mary’s Pop Shop, 3209 Red River St., 
will open in late October with a selection 
of customizable in-house gelato and 
sorbetto popsicles. The shop will also have 
a full-service cafe and offer breakfast and 
lunch. www.maryspopshop.com

17  L7 Salon, 215 S. Lamar Blvd., will open 
its second Austin-area location in early 
December. Owner Randy Rankin opened 
the salon’s first location off Guadalupe 
Street four years ago. Full-service cut, style 
and color appointments can be made with 
Bumble and Bumble-trained stylists.  
512-453-5500. www.l7salon.com

18  New American restaurant Fork & 
Vine will open Oct. 28 in the former 
Casa Chapala spot at 3010 W. Anderson 
Lane, Ste. D. The eatery, located at the 
Shoal Creek Boulevard intersection, can 
accommodate about 220 diners and will 
have large patio space and a wine-tasting 
table that serves 250 different labels. 
Co-owner Brendan Puthoff is bringing 
co-owner Camden Stuerzenberger on as 
the restaurant’s head chef. 512-489-7000. 
www.forkvine.com

19  Michi Ramen will open a new 
restaurant at 2005 S. Lamar Blvd., Ste. 
D-114. The traditional Japanese noodle 
restaurant has no official timeline for 
opening. When completed, the South 
Lamar location will be the restaurant’s 
second area location. 512-386-1908.   
www.michiramen.com

20  Grow Pediatrics & Adolescent 
Medicine, 1600 W. 38th St., is now home 
to Drs. Juliette Owens and Leigh Grady. 
Opening Dec. 1, the doctors strive to 
provide personalized, family-centered 
pediatric care. Both doctors stress a need 
for providing a medical home for children 
even as they transition to adulthood.  
512-467-7334. www.growpediatrics.com

Relocations

21  Christina Lee relocated her 
consignment shop, What Women Want 
Resale Boutique, on Sept. 11 from 600 S. 

Bell Blvd., Cedar Park, to 9070 Research 
Blvd., Ste. 102. Lee sells women’s clothing, 
accessories, shoes, jewelry and small 
housewares, and she opened the business 
three years ago. 512-331-0767.  
www.whatwomenwantboutique.com

22  Pure Light Chiropractic, 3605 
Manchaca Road, moved in mid-October 
to create more space for a wellness center 
that includes massage therapists. The 
business specializes in serving children 
and pregnant women, but all patients are 
welcome. 512-750-1512. 
www.purelightchiro.com

23  Bravo Interior Design relocated 
recently from 8133 Mesa Drive to 3708 
Spicewood Springs Road, Ste. 120. David 
Bravo founded the company in 2006, 
offering interior design for residential 
and commercial clients, including new 
construction and remodels. 512-372-0700.
www.bravointeriordesign.com

24  The Sidekick Store, 5000 N. Lamar 
Blvd., Ste. 107, moved in late July to be 
closer to its parent store, Austin Books and 
Comics. The shop is the discount location 
of Austin Books and Comics at which toys, 
comics and other hero fanfare can be found. 
512-420-0560. www.austinbooks.com

25  Bread and Butter Public Relations, 
512 E. Riverside Drive, Ste. 150, specializes 
in helping promote the hospitality industry 
with events, developing brands and 
assisting with the launch of cookbooks. 
The team moved from South First Street 
to a larger office space in early October to 
accommodate company growth.  
512-382-7295. www.breadandbutterpr.com

Anniversaries

26  Pure Pilates Austin, 2222 Rio Grande 
St., Ste. 105, celebrated its one-year 
anniversary Oct. 9. The exercise studio 
offers classes daily featuring strength 
training and cardio-interval workouts. 
512-243-7510. www.purepilatesaustin.com

27  St. David’s Rehabilitation Center, 

located inside St. David’s Medical 
Center at 1005 E. 32nd St., celebrated 
its 25th anniversary in September. The 
rehabilitation center serves the Austin 
metropolitan area and has served more 
than 43,000 patients since its opening in 
1989. St. David’s rehabilitation programs 
treat conditions such as spinal cord 
injuries, stroke, arthritis and chronic pain. 
512-544-5100. www.stdavidsrehab.com

Children’s Christian publishing 
company Graham Blanchard celebrated 
its one-year anniversary Oct. 1. The 
company has released eight titles since 
opening and has free online resources 
for parents. 512-647-2099.  
www.grahamblanchard.com 

28  Wooten’s Barber Shop, 2106 
Guadalupe St., commemorated its 50th 
anniversary Oct. 1 with a proclamation 
awarded from Mayor Lee Leffingwell. 
The business provides haircuts and 
shaves to its patrons. It is the longest-
tenured business on The Drag.  
512-477-0109. www.wootenbarbershop.com

Expansions

29  Tesla Motors, 8609 Burnet Road, 
leased 3,200 square feet in September 
adjacent to its existing location. The 
new space will be used to expand Tesla’s 
service center to provide more vehicle 
service to local owners. 510-249-4092. 
www.teslamotors.com

Closings

30  Ramen and sushi restaurant The Dojo, 
9070 Research Blvd. Ste. 305, closed in 
late August. A chef and bartender from 
the team are now at Tokyo Steak House in 
Round Rock. www.dojoatx.com

31  Players, 300 Martin Luther King Jr. 
Blvd., and Schlotzsky’s, 1915 Guadalupe 
St., will close at the end of November to 
be replaced by a new University of Texas 
building that will house the school of 
business and other programs. www.
austinplayers.com, www.schlotzskys.com 

Compiled by Jennifer Curington

Goldis Sausage Company relocated to the corner 
of Colorado and Sixth St. 

2

Sports bar Little Woodrow’s opened its Burnet 
Road location Oct. 8. 

6

After premiering as a food trailer, Patika Coffee 
now has a brick-and-mortar location. 

14

Construction surrounds Players and Schlotzsky’s. 
Both will close in November. 

31

News or questions about Impacts or Central Austin news? 
Email ctanews@impactnews.com.
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• Pediatric Friendly
• Open 24/7/365www.austiner.com MoPac

Far West Blvd.

Bur
ne

t R
d.

MoPac

71

360

S. Lamar B
lvd

.LOCATIONS
3563 Far West Ste. 110, Austin TX 78731 • 512-481-2321
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East Austin

Now Open

1  Louisiana-inspired eats are now being 
served at Sawyer and Co., 4827 E. Cesar 
Chavez St., which opened Sept. 19 with 
inspiration from Arkie’s Grill, an eatery 
that closed in 2012. The restaurant offers 
breakfast and lunch with plans for a dinner 
menu in the works. 512-531-9033.  
www.sawyerand.co

2  Studium, 908 E. Sixth St., Ste. 106, 
opened Oct. 1 after reaching its monetary 
goal on crowdsourcing website Kickstarter. 
The businesses serves as a collaborative 
retail, gallery and event space.  
www.studiumaustin.com

3  El Chilito Tacos y Café, 1623 E. 
Seventh St., opened its second East Austin 
location Oct. 22. The fast-food Mexican 
eatery remodeled a Church’s Chicken 
restaurant for the new location at which 
patrons can pick up breakfast, lunch and 
dinner. 512-382-3797. www.elchilito.com

Coming Soon

4  Launderette, 2115 Holly St., will 
serve a Southern-inspired menu in a 
laundromat-turned-restaurant later this 
fall. The restaurant comes from Rene 
Ortiz and Laura Sawicki, who plan to use 
Launderette to serve up fresh food in an 
“understated” atmosphere, according to 
its Facebook page. www.facebook.com/
launderetteandlarder

5  American-style diner Counter Cafe, 
1914 E Sixth St., Ste. A, will open its second 
Austin location later this fall. The eatery 
serves breakfast and lunch until 4 p.m. and 
got its start on North Lamar Boulevard. 
512-708-8800. www.countercafe.com

6  A mixed-used development will break 
ground Nov. 15 on Chicon Street between 
13th and 14th streets. The Chicon will 
be composed of three buildings, 1212 
Chicon St., 1301 Chicon St. and 1309 
Chicon St. The overall ground floor will 

Compiled by Jennifer Curington

Mexican eatery El Chilito Tacos y Café opened its 
second East Austin location.

Donation-based yoga studio Practice Yoga Austin 
celebrated its one-year anniversary in August.
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IMPACTS

East Austin have 9,000 square feet for office or retail 
space, with 33 residential units available 
for ownership for those making 80 percent 
below the city’s median income and 10 
units at market-rate pricing. Units will 
be available as three-bedroom, two-bath; 
two-bedroom, two-bath; one-bedroom, 
one-bath; and studio bedroom and bath 
options. www.thechicon.com

7  Bicycle-themed waterhole The Wheel, 
1902 E. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd., Ste. 
B, will open by the end of the year. The bar 
will serve seasonal craft cocktails, beers 
on tap and sandwiches from next-door 
neighbor Austin Daily Press. It will also 
offer an on-site bike service station. 
www.thewheelaustin.com

Anniversaries

8  Practice Yoga Austin, 1103 E. Sixth 
St., celebrated its one-year anniversary in 
August. The donation-based yoga studio 
offers classes for Ashtanga, Vinyasa and 
Mysore styles. Minimum donations are $5 
cash, $7 credit with a recommended $15 
donation per class. 512-730-1638. 
www.practiceyogaaustin.com

Expansions

9  Big Red Dog, 2021 E. Fifth St., Ste. 110,  
is expanding to add mechanical, electrical 
and plumbing design services to its list 
of engineering consulting services. The 
company acquired Johnson Consulting 
Engineers Inc., which will begin operating 
under the Big Red Dog name Nov. 1.  
512-669-5560. www.bigreddog.com

Closings

10  The Wet Whistle, 1900 E. Martin 
Luther King Jr. Blvd., Ste. A, closed Oct. 7. 
The local grocer was known for its vegan 
and gluten-free items along with its beer, 
wine and coffee selection. The owners said 
they hope to reopen at a new location by 
Jan. 1. www.thewetwhistlemlk.com

East Austin

News or questions about Impacts or East Austin news? 
Email ctanews@impactnews.com.

TM; © 2014 COMMUNITY IMPACT LICENSING, LLC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
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VOTE MARGIE FOR AUSTIN CITY COUNCIL DISTRICT 10

I AM YOUR 
TAX CUT LADY

Political ad paid for by Margie for Austin, Mindy Montford, Treasurer. PO Box 28366 Austin, TX 78755. This campaign has not agreed to comply with the contribution and expenditure limits of the Austin Fair Campaign Chapter.

Save Tax Payers’ Hard Earned $$$s
• City homestead exemption
• Tax apartments with lower rates
• Zero based accounting for City Hall

Utility Fee Relief - Demand Transparency
• Cut corporate utility subsidies
• Eliminate non-utility items from utility department
• Incentives for homes & businesses to reclaim water
• Robust rebates for all residents

GO TO WWW.MARGIEFORAUSTIN.COM TO SEE MARGIE’S STAND ON ALL THE ISSUES.
Margie4Austin @margieforaustin

Transportation - A Quality of Life Issue:
• Provide comprehensive bus system - immediate solution & cheaper than rail
• Improve tra�  c congestion - HOV lanes, timed on-ramps & re-timed tra�  c lights
• Reduce housing & transportation costs - from current 63% to national avg of 40%
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2   Colorado Street 
Full reconstruction and utility adjustments 
will take place from Seventh to 10th streets. 
Work also includes storm drain, water and 
wastewater line improvements as well as 
new sidewalks, curbs, gutters and ramps. 
New non-automotive features will include 
bicycle racks, benches, trees and trash 
receptacles.

Timeline: Spring 2015–fall 2016
Cost: $6 million
Funding sources: 2006 and 2012 
transportation bond money, 2010 mobility 
bond money

3   East 51st Street
Improvements will be made from I-35 to 
Berkman Drive adjacent to the Mueller 
development. Reconstruction includes 
lane modifications as well as new medians, 
sidewalks, drainage systems, curbs, gutters 
and landscaping to improve bicycle and 
pedestrian access.

Timeline: Project in design phase; 
construction could begin by March
Cost: $3.3 million
Funding sources: 2012 transportation and 
mobility bond money 

4   Justin Lane
The street will be reconstructed from Burnet 
Road to Reese Lane, and water line 
improvements will be made from Burnet 
Road to North Lamar Boulevard. Work will 
include pavement, drainage and water line 
improvements as well as the installation of 

1   South Congress Avenue 
Street improvements will be made from 
Lady Bird Lake to Oltorf Street to 
preserve and enhance the historic 
and cultural value of the corridor 
and improve pedestrian safety. 
Improvements will include new traffic 
signals, street repavement, more back-
in angled parking, new bulb-out curb 
extensions at signalized intersections 
and handicap-accessible parking.

Timeline: Post-construction complete by August 2015
Cost: $3.96 million
Funding sources: 1998 transportation bond money

Project Spotlight

TRANSPORTATION UPDATES
Major projects in the area

News or questions about these or 
other local transportation projects? 
Email us at ctanews@impactnews.com.Compiled by Joe Lanane

new handicap-compliant curbs, sidewalks 
and bicycle lanes.

Timeline: July 2015–spring 2016
Cost: $6.3 million
Funding sources: 2000 transportation bond 
money, 2012 transportation and mobility 
bond money 

5   Third Street (Phase 2)
The project reconstructs the road from 
Congress Avenue to Brazos Street and from 
San Jacinto Boulevard to Trinity Street. The 
full reconstruction includes new drainage 
systems, water lines, widened sidewalks, 
street trees and room for the Lance Armstrong 
Bikeway, which will be separated from vehicle 
traffic with concrete barriers.

Timeline: Construction complete by 
February
Cost: $2.61 million
Funding sources: City of Austin 

6   Shoal Creek Greenbelt
Improvements will be made from Fifth Street to 
West Avenue to make the bicycle and 
pedestrian trail ADA-compliant. Construction 
crews will also relocate a wastewater line, add 
lighting and stabilize the stream bank. Also, a 
gap will be closed on the west bank of Shoal 
Creek by building a bridge with landings at 
Fourth and Rio Grande streets as well as at 
West Third Street and West Avenue. 

Timeline: Bids to be returned by Nov. 10; 
construction December—late December 2015
Cost: $5.36 million
Funding sources: 2010 mobility bond money
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LIGHTING UP MUELLER
We’ll enjoy live performances by local talent, delicious treats and activities for the 
entire family. Help us honor this holiday tradition dating back to the 1960s, as we  
turn on the NOEL lights atop the historic control tower.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 2ND, BETWEEN 6 P.M. AND 8 P.M. 
located at the Mueller Tower near Berkman Drive and Manor Road 

IT’S TIME FOR THE NINTH ANNUAL TOWER LIGHTING! 
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In today’s digital world, it’s more important than ever that 

people stay connected to what’s important to them. That’s 

why we’re making sure our customers, from historic East 

Austin to booming suburbs all around, have access to the 

level of cable and Internet service they want, when they 

want it. It’s a promise to Austin that Time Warner Cable is 

proud to deliver both at home and on-the-go, with over 3,000 

WiFi hotspots available throughout the area. To learn more 

ways we’re working to help people enjoy Austin better, visit 

us at MakingConnectionsThatMatter.com.

Communities
& Coverage. 
Connected.

#TWConnections

TWC WiFi® is available to customers with Time Warner Cable Standard Internet 
or higher and Time Warner Cable Business Class High Speed Internet customers. 

Coverage is not available in all areas. Subject to change without notice. 
Some restrictions apply.

TWC_CC_10 X 6.04.indd   1 10/6/14   11:24 AM

MEDICAL ONCOLOGY |  HEMATOLOGY |  PATIENT NAVIGATION

900 E 30th Street, Suite 100

Austin, TX 78705

512.505.5500 | AustinCancerCenters.com

 Treating cancer is caring for people.

Dr. Sanjay Vin (Vinjamaram), MD is now accepting referrals. 

Board-Certified: Medical Oncology, Hematology
Oncology training: Fellowship: Roswell Park Cancer Institute, 
Buffalo, NY. Additional Oncology training: Johns Hopkins, 
Baltimore, MD and Brown University, RI
Awarded: Fellow Grant for the International Society for 
Gastrointestinal Oncology and the Mayo Clinic Fellow Award
Member:  ASCO (American Society of Clinical Oncology)

922700 ACC Ad Dr Vin.indd   1 6/18/14   10:28 AM
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Cruz talks about collaboration during 
AISD’s State of the District address

Council: Ridesharing groups now legal
New rules put into place that enable Uber, Lyft drivers to operate
By Jennifer Curington

After a year-and-a-half-long battle, 
ridesharing services such as Uber and 
Lyft can now operate legally in Austin.

The ordinance passed by Austin City 
Council on Oct. 16 requires transporta-
tion network companies, or TNCs, which 
use smartphone apps to connect drivers 
and passengers, to have insurance for 
injury or accidents. Drivers must also be 
at least 21 years old, have a valid driver’s 
license and pass a background check. 

Taxi cab supporters fought the mea-
sure, but taxi representatives said they 
are not opposed to the competition. They 
argue ridesharing services should be 
regulated the same way as cab compa-
nies under existing city laws. They also 
claimed Uber and Lyft will not offer 
certain data to the city that is required in 
the resolution. 

But Uber spokeswoman Jennifer Mul-
lin said the company has already shared 
information with the city and offers 
similar data-shares with other cities in 
which the TNC operates.

“We work really closely with the city 
to make sure they have what they need,” 
Mullin said.

TNC opponents also claim that 

By Joe Olivieri
Austin ISD interim Superintendent Paul 

Cruz emphasized the community’s role in 
supporting education during his 2014 State 
of the District address.

“As a community we are developing the 
talents of our future workforce,” Cruz told 
civic leaders Oct. 6 at The University of 
Texas’ Etter-Harbin Alumni Center. “We 
are preparing Austin’s future civic and 
business leaders, artists and musicians, 
engineers, imagineers and educators. 
When Austin comes together as a com-
munity, I know we will be able to ensure all 
Austin children have access to the quality 
education they deserve.”

Cruz highlighted students’ achieve-
ments and the district’s partnerships with 
local businesses and nonprofits. He also 
discussed the challenges AISD faces.

AISD graduation rates are at an all-time 
high of  84.1 percent for the class of 2013, 
he said, and all student subgroups have 
graduation rates above 80 percent. Also, 
the district’s efforts to increase attendance 
rates have yielded more than $5 million in 
state funding, he said.

Cruz said the district’s board of trustees 
approved starting every AISD ninth-
grade student on the Distinguished Level 

NEWS BRIEFS

allowing ridesharing companies to oper-
ate in Austin conflicts with the city’s 
recently adopted ordinance banning 
manual input on handheld devices, or 
texting while driving, for car or bicycle 
drivers unless they are stopped at a  
red light. 

The main way of communicating for 
ridesharing drivers is smartphone apps 
that require the use of a cell phone, often 
while driving, opponents argue.

Supporters of ridesharing companies 
said the need to provide safe transporta-
tion for intoxicated people far outweighs 
the cab companies’ concerns if the city 
intends to decrease the number of driv-
ers on Austin roads who are under the 
influence of alcohol. 

of Achievement plan, the most rigorous 
graduation plan offered in Texas.

Cruz called on the district to address 
its upcoming challenges head-on, such as 
enrollment, recruiting and retaining teach-
ers and staff members, and budget issues.

Housing trends, birth rates and popu-
lation changes will contribute to lower 
enrollment in the future, he said.

“Recently community leaders have 
begun discussing the reality of ‘the tale of 
two Austins,’ juxtaposing our city’s rich 
offerings with the realities of some of our 
most underrepresented and vulnerable 
here in our community,” he said. “I firmly 
believe education is the way to address the 
economic divide.”

Ridesharing proponents rally outside an Oct. 2 Austin 
City Council meeting.

AISD interim Superintendent Paul Cruz speaks  
Oct. 6 about the state of the school district.
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up to 60 month term

Apply Online:

www.txdpscu.org

APR is annual percentage rate. Rate are determined based off of applicant’s credit. Applicants must qualify based on normal credit approval guidelines. No other discounts apply. 
Discounted rate on new model vehicles financed up to 60 months. Rates subject to change at any time. 

Yvonne V., SVP of Nursing & Clinical Education

See more stories from real community partners at austincc.edu

“When our region 
 needs nurses,  
    ACC delivers.”

Austin Community College
“i am acc” campaign - Yvonne
Community Impact
4.9167 x 2.94, CMYK
Runs: Oct. 2014

512-444-GRIN (4746)

1509 S. Lamar Blvd., Suite 675
Austin, TX. 78704

www.SMILE360ATX.com

ALWAYS ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS!

Local • Modern • Professional

Vincent K. Ip DDS

Most Insurances Accepted

twitter.com/SMILE360ATX

www.facebook.com/SMILE360
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Experts: Addressing basic needs 
vital for Austin’s public health

The final meeting of the Imagine One Austin series focused on the city’s health 
and human services. Panelists included officials from Seton Healthcare Family, 
St. David’s HealthCare, Central Health, One Voice Central Texas and Austin/
Travis County Health and Human Services Department. The Aug. 11 discussion 
focused on the intertwined components of public health and residents’ ability to 
access quality jobs, healthy foods and affordable housing. Panelists all agreed it 
will take a united community to improve the region’s public health.

By Amy Denney
Caring for the health of a com-

munity involves addressing resi-
dents’ basic needs such as access 
to quality employment, healthier 
food and affordable housing.

“All in all, our work together is to 
create a healthy community, which 
is the goal of health care—how 
to help individuals lead healthier 
lives,” said Christie Garbe, vice 
president and chief strategy officer 
at Central Health, Travis County’s 
health care district.

Austin’s growth also comes 
with many challenges, such as 
addressing unmet behavioral 
health needs. St. David’s Health-
Care CEO David Huffstutler said 
about 21 percent of Travis County 
residents reported having unmet 

Tell us what you think.

Comment at impactnews.com

For election coverage, visit  
impactnews.com/vote-2014/vote-central-texas

mental health needs. In response, 
the St. David’s Foundation con-
tributed $8.9 million for a mental 
health crisis center.

“We’re in Austin, and it’s a grow-
ing community,” he said. “That’s 
great in many ways, but that puts 
stress on our health care system.”

Garbe said helping people lead 
healthier lives could aid some of 
those challenges. She said the city 
has control of some economic 
issues with its Imagine Austin 
plan, the vision for how the city 
will develop and grow.

“We all need to work together 
to prevent the need for [health] 
care in first place,” she said. 
“That’s done through social health 
services and using the health care 
system and [its] most expensive 

parts as little as possible.”
Seton Healthcare Family CEO 

Jesus Garza said a community 
needs to ensure economic oppor-
tunity for all citizens and main-
tain a quality education system. 
Without access to basic needs, 
quality of life erodes, he said.

“Health is only a piece,” Garza 
said. “Health is about access. It’s 
about getting people the ability 

to get care when they need it at 
the right time at the right place. 
If cities aren’t paying attention to 
[public] safety, you begin to create 
an unhealthy community.”

Carlos Rivera, director of the 
Austin/Travis County Health and 
Human Services Department, 
said statistics paint a picture of 
two Austins: Travis County ranks 
eighth in the state for the health of 

its residents, but many of them are 
obese or do not have health care.

“We rely on our leaders to form 
partnerships to move forward and 
share goals to get to bottom of why 
we have these two cities,” he said.

Austin-area 
health stats

35% of low-income 
children in Travis County 
are overweight or obese

No. 10  
fittest city

No. 1 fastest-
growing city 

in the U.S. 

No. 8 best 
city to raise a 

family

No. 2 top- 
performing 
real estate 
market in 

2012

A TALE OF TWO AUSTINS
Austin consistently ranks at the top of lists for the best places to live, work and play in 
the U.S. However, it also ranks high with issues related to public health and basic needs.

Sources: One Voice Central Texas, 2012 American Community Survey

18% of Travis 
County residents 

live below the 
poverty threshold

25% of renters 
and 12% of 

homeowners 
spend more 
than half of 

their income on 
housing

of Austin 
children26% 

live in poverty

36% of residents 
spend more than 
1/3 of income on 

housing

33% live in 
poverty

26% are obese 
(30-plus body 

mass index)

19% of residents 
younger than age 

65 do not have 
health insurance

Sources: Community Advancement Network 
Community Dashboard, Feeding America

VERSUS

19% report they 
have poor mental 

health

18.1% in Travis, 
14.7% in William-
son counties lack 
access to enough 
healthy food

14% are smokers

M. Ali Khan MD

Always see a physician!         Same day & next day services

Non-narcotic treatment options        Board certifi ed in Anesthesiology 
           & Pain Medicine 

TexasPainSpine.com | 512-388-1190

Austin 
801 W. 38th St.

Suite 400 
Austin, TX 78705 

Round Rock  
7215 Wyoming Spring

Suite 300A 
Round Rock, TX 78681

Live Animal Trapping • Prevention
Dead Animal Removal

Squirrels • Rats • Raccoons • Bats • Birds

512.363.8070 • www.CritterRidderTexas.com

Animal Control

15% 
OFF
Limited Time Offer

We also specialize in Attic Cleanup, 
Disinfectant, Odor Removal, 

Repair & Replacement of Insulation

Central Texas’ Leading Removal & Exclusion Service

Squirrels • Rats • Raccoons • Bats • Birds

512.363.8070 • www.CritterRidderTexas.com

HUMANE & 

CHEMICAL FREE

 ARE CRITTERS 
MAKING SPOOKY 

NOISES IN THE 
BEWITCHING HOURS?

They don’t stand a GHOST 
of a chance against us!
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By Kelli Weldon
District 5 consists of fewer than 25 

square miles and is the fourth-smallest 
in size compared with other City Coun-
cil districts.

The area includes the Central Austin 
neighborhoods of South Lamar, Zilker, 
and Barton Hills. Its boundaries stretch 
north to Lady Bird Lake and south past 
Hwy. 71 to include Southwest Austin 
neighborhoods such as Cherry Creek, 
Garrison Park, Onion Creek, Westgate 
and Southpark.

From 2000 to 2010, the district’s 
population grew by about 27 percent 
overall, according to city of Austin 
data. The district has the third-largest 
amount of registered voters with more 
than 55,000 and the third-largest 
percentage of home ownership at more 
than 50 percent, according to the city. 

The area’s poverty rate is the fourth-
lowest compared with other districts, 
according to 2012 U.S. Census Bureau 
estimates, and its median annual 
household income is higher than that 
of four other districts. District 5 has 
the fifth-highest percentage of white 
residents among city districts at 59.5 
percent. More than 5 percent of the 
district’s population consists of nonciti-
zens, according to city data. 

Candidates

District 5

This list represents all of the candidates who announced their intention to run for District 5. For updates on Austin 10-1  
elections, visit impactnews.com/vote-2014/vote-central-texas. 59.5% 31%  4.2%  2.9%  2.4%  

MoPac

71

35

Hays County

District 5

Travis County

Dan Buda

• Realtor, small-busi-
ness owner 

• www.danbuda.com

Jason Denny 

• Customer service  
representative, Realtor

• www.dennyfor 
district5.org

CarolAnneRose 
Kennedy

• Writer 
• No campaign website

Mike Rodriguez

• Retired U.S. Air Force 
Colonel

• www.mikerodriguez-
foraustincouncil.com

Ann Kitchen

• Consultant, formerly 
served in Texas House 
of Representatives

• www.kitchenforaustin.
com

Dave Floyd  

• Attorney  
• www.floydfor5.com

Dave Senecal

• IRS computer systems 
technician

• www.facebook.com/
davesenecalatx5

District breakdown
• Median annual household income: 

$72,000

• Poverty rate: 11.2 percent

• Voting pattern, 2012 presidential 
election: Strongly Democrat

• Voting pattern, 2013 city housing 
bond: More than 50 percent voted 
against the bonds

• Home ownership: More than  
50 percent 

• Senior population, 2010: 8.5 percent

Source: City of Austin 

Voter resources

• www.austintexas.gov/department/10-one
• www.traviscountyclerk.org
• www.sos.state.tx.us/elections

White

Hispanic

African-American

Asian

Other

Source: City of Austin

A U S T I N  R A D I O L O G I C A L  A S S O C I A T I O N

Schedule at www.auSrad.com or 512.453.6100

Specialized for you - 
ARA’s Women’s Imaging Centers

At our Women’s Imaging Centers, our goal is to 
provide expert care to the women of Central Texas.

~ Wendy Ammons, Barbara Mortellaro, Laneita Latiker        
& Brenda Lodge, ARA Women’s Imaging Clinic Managers

If you are 40 or over, the American Cancer Society recommends that you have a 
mammogram every year. At ARA, we specialize in early detection of breast cancer, 
starting with screening mammograms. Our three Women’s Imaging Centers offer 
specialized care If you need additional imaging, including breast ultrasound, breast 
MRI, breast biopsy and molecular breast imaging (MBI). 

Schedule your annual mammogram now at www.ausrad.com.

Nature’s Treasures

“We Rock”

of Texas

ntrocks.com
Check our website for Daily Practitioners and Events. Open 7 days

IH
 3

5

Airport Blvd.

45th St.

381/2 St. Wilshire 
Blvd.

Retail Store • Rough Rock Depot  
Community Event CenterC e n t r a l  A u s t i n  •  4 1 0 3  N o r t h  I H - 3 5  •  5 1 2 . 4 7 2 . 5 0 1 5

CRYSTALS • MINERALS • FOSSILS • JEWELRY • UNIQUE GIFTS

Fossils • Incense • Celtic, Pagan & Native American Items • Crystals • Clocks • Geodes • Bookends • Fossils • Tables • Salt Lamps  M
eteorites • Pyram
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s • Petri� ed W

ood • Slabs • Tum
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Fountain’s • CD’s • Spheres • Jewelry • Hearts • Obelisks • Globes • Carvings • Oils • Incense • Candles • Beads & Findings • Gifts 

HOLIDAY CUSTOMER APPRECIATION SALE
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 28TH 

THRU MONDAY, DECEMBER 1ST
Pick a gift box and receive 

15% to 50% off ALL your purchases!
Be the one who gives the best gift this year! Gift certificates available prior to sale.

Your Austin area source for fabulous fabrics and trims, custom window treatments, upholstery, and custom bedding.

314 OLD HIGHWAY 183   |   CEDAR PARK, TX 78613
512.331.7503   |   PLUSHHOMEFABRIC.COM

Get your home ready 
for the holidays 

with our
Annual Fabric Sale!

20% OFF ALL FABRIC
October 1-31st
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The physicians you know. 
The name you trust. 

Insist on St. David’s HealthCare.

It’s open enrollment time for your health insurance plan.  

If you are an Austin Independent School District employee, 

you have an important decision to make. A choice that will 

affect the health of you and your family. Which is why you 

should insist that St. David’s is part of your health plan.  

St. David’s has the quality doctors and facilities to deliver the 

very best care to you and your family. Better health is a choice.  

Choose a plan with St. David’s physicians and hospitals.

Travis/Bastrop County Locations
St. David’s Medical Center

St. David’s North Austin Medical Center

St. David’s South Austin Medical Center
Heart Hospital of Austin

St. David’s 24/7 Emergency Center - Bastrop

St. David’s 24/7 Emergency Center - Bee Cave

St. David’s 24/7 Emergency Center - Pflugerville

Williamson County Locations

St. David’s Round Rock Medical Center

St. David’s Georgetown Hospital

St. David’s 24/7 Emergency Center - Cedar Park

Urgent Care Facilities

Emergency Centers

Outpatient Surgery Centers

stdavids.com

14-SDM-1191 AISD Ask Ad_Physicians_Central Austin.indd   3 10/6/14   3:51 PM
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Space needs reviewed for planned courthouse 

Bull Creek Road property remains on the market

City Council not in support of elevated I-35 plan

Crosswalks to receive 
a rainbow makeover

TRAVIS COUNTY Commissioners now 
have a better idea of how much space 
each department will need inside the 
proposed civil and family courthouse.

The Commissioners Court received 
recommendations Oct. 14 from consul-
tant groups URS Corp. and HOK, which 
were hired by the county to evaluate  
the project.

“The space program provides the 
definition of the type, size and number of 
spaces that will be needed to support the 
staff and functions of the civil and family 
courts as well as partner groups and ser-
vices,” according to county documents.

The program identifies spaces needed 
for 2025 and 2035 projections and pro-
vides 510,000 gross square feet of space 
plus secure and public parking, the docu-
ments state.

The report also included a judicial 
forecast to gauge demands on the court 
systems in 2025 and 2035. 

Consultants anticipate in 2035 the 
courthouse will have 22 civil judicial 
officers, four judicial officers at the 
county court at law level and four judicial 
officers at the IV-D associate judge level. 

AUSTIN Because of a lack of funding, 
City Council decided Oct. 16 that Austin 
will not buy a coveted piece of land.

Texas Department of Transportation 
currently owns the 78.19-acre property 
located at the interesection of Bull Creek 

Road and 45th Street. City Council con-
sidered adding another party to help raise 
the money necessary to buy the land, but 
TxDOT said it was not willing to wait for 
a partnership to be established. The state 
agency will now look for other bidders.

AUSTIN City Council passed a resolu-
tion Sept. 25 voicing its disapproval of 
moving forward with an elevated  
I-35 option.

The Texas Department of Transporta-
tion is sending three construction plans 
for I-35 through approval processes and 
reviews to possibly implement in the 
near future. 

According to the resolution, City 

Council chose to not support an elevated 
I-35 in future construction because of 
support from the surrounding neighbor-
hoods to depress the highway.

Depressing I-35 would allow for cap-
ping it in the future and connecting 
downtown roads on the east and west 
sides currently divided by the highway. 
This plan is a possibility that TxDOT is 
considering during its process.

AUSTIN Rainbow-colored crosswalks 
will be installed at certain Fourth Street 
intersections per a City Council resolu-
tion passed Sept. 25.

The crosswalks will be located where 
Lavaca Street and Colorado Street 
intersect Fourth Street. City Council 
made the move to show support for the 
LGBTQ community, according to the 
passed resolution. A date has not been 
set for when the crosswalk repainting 
must be complete, and no project cost 
was provided.

Officials say the Heman Marion Sweatt Courthouse 
no longer meets the county’s judicial needs. 
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CITY & COUNTY
News from Austin and Travis County Compiled by Jennifer Curington and Joe Olivieri

Austin City Council
Meets most Thursdays
Temporarily at 700 Lavaca St.
www.austintexas.gov

Travis County 
Commissioners Court
Meets Tuesdays at 9 a.m.
700 Lavaca St., Austin
www.co.travis.tx.us

Tweetings
For instant coverage of these 
meetings, follow us on Twitter: 
@impactnews_cta

Tweetings

Meetings

 SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 15TH, 10:00 AM  
ANN RICHARDS BRIDGE – LADY BIRD LAKE

AustinDuckDerby.com

ADOPT A DUCK. 
INSPIRE A FUTURE.

What could be more fun than 10,000 rubber ducks splashing into Lady Bird Lake?
Well, how about great food, live music, and the chance to win cool prizes like a 

2014 Volkswagen Jetta or a week’s vacation in Telluride, Colorado? You can adopt a duck 
for just 5 bucks, and all proceeds benefit Boys & Girls Clubs of the Austin Area.
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Onion Creek

DUCK
AUSTIN

DERBY

®

THE 2014

BENEFITING

AUSTIN FOUNDATION

It’s usually great to have visitors. But sometimes, you have the awkward friend who crashes 
at your house just because they want to check out Austin, or the mother-in-law who has 

overstayed her welcome. Don’t spend a day off work entertaining them... let them go on a tour 
with Austin Detours. They will love it... you will love us!
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WORKING IN #ATX
The jobs that make Austin work

Music industry
Career path can generate little money despite city’s reputation
By Joe Lanane 

Music is more than a recreational activ-
ity in Austin—it is major business. Yet 
many local artists struggle to turn their 
passion into a full-time livelihood.

Fortunately for Austin musicians a 
growing number of support groups exist 
that recognize local live music’s value—
approximately $1.6 billion in annual eco-
nomic impact, according to city estimates. 
The newest such organization, Black Fret, 
is set to celebrate its first major milestone  
Nov. 8 when the music advocacy nonprofit 
plans to award $100,000 worth of grants to 
10 recipients at its first annual Black Ball. 

Nearly half of the 20 grant-nominated 
acts have already played private gigs for 
Black Fret members who pay $1,500 each 
year to join. In exchange for membership, 
attendees receive a more intimate live music 
experience, co-founder Matt Ott said.

“We’re not trying to fix the music indus-
try,” Ott said. “There is just beautiful music 
that is not being heard.”

Ott and Black Fret co-founder Colin Ken-
drick will cap membership at 1,333. More 
than 170 people have become members 
since the group launched in January 2013. 

“The hardest part is behind us by a long 
shot,” Kendrick said.

More members equals more money 
available for middle-class musicians seek-
ing sustainable careers, he and Ott said. 
One nominee, singer/songwriter Elizabeth 
McQueen, is transitioning back to full-
time Austin living after eight years touring 
with country act Asleep at the Wheel.

“[Becoming a solo act has] allowed me 
to walk out of the more traditional world 
and into this more experimental electronic 
music world,” she said.

McQueen, a mother of two, performed 

in early October at the Austin City Limits 
Music Festival family-friendly stage. She 
also received $3,200 in city funds to create 
an interactive art installation that will 
debut next spring after a chance encounter.

“To me, that’s what I love about Austin—
you meet a guy at a South By Southwest 
party, and the next thing you know you’re 
combining to do something amazing 
together,” McQueen said.

Taylor Muse and Tommy Blank, the lead 
singer and guitar player of Austin–based 
rock band Quiet Company, said they also 
balance family life with national music 
aspirations. The band assists many of the 
major local music nonprofits, having con-
sulted with Black Fret before the nonprofit 
officially formed. The band also performed 
at the mid-September opening of the new 
Austin Music Foundation office and dur-
ing HAAM Benefit Day on Sept. 23, the 
same day Quiet Company signed its album 
deal with Austin’s Orb Recording Studios.

“That deal is going to relieve a lot of stress 
because we were shamelessly grassroots 
before,” said Blank, who said he considers 
Austin five years to a 20-year music revolu-
tion. “It’s starting to happen here.”

512.GO.STARS | TEXASSTARS.COM

MONDAY-THURSDAY:            NIGHT
Bring an H-E-B brand non-perishable product, receive $5 off your ticket.

WEDNESDAY: WINNING WEDNESDAY
If the Stars win, everyone receives a free ticket to the next WW game.

NEW! WEDNESDAY:          CHALLENGE
When the Stars score 3+ goals, fans receive a BOGO offer the next day!

NEW!NEW! FRIDAY: FUN FOOD FRIDAYS
Grab a soda, hot dog, Pizza Hut pizza slice or domestic draft beer for

only $3. You can also enjoy $4 Robert Mondavi Private Selection wine!

SATURDAY:             LUCKY ROW
The first Stars player to score wins lottery tickets for a selected row!

SATURDAY-SUNDAY:                    FAMILY 4-PACK
Receive 4 tickets, 4 hot dogs and 4 sodas starting at $15 per person.

All times Central.
HOME

TICKETS ON SALE NOW!
Parking is now included in all ticket prices.

Featured Games & Promotions:
SATURDAY 10.25
Stars & Stripes Military Appreciation
Stars & Stripes Floppy Hat Giveaway

FRIDAY 11.21
Teddy Bear Toss Night

Bring a stuffed animal to throw on the
ice when the Stars score their first goal!

SATURDAY 11.29
Stars Knit Cap Giveaway

“My [health] coverage is better than 
my wife’s, and she’s a teacher,” 
said singer/songwriter Chase 
Gassaway, who said he suffered a 
head injury a couple years ago at a 
gig. “I probably wouldn’t have gone 
to the hospital if not for HAAM.”

A.J. Vallejo, lead singer of 
Tejas rock group Vallejo, 
told HAAM Benefit Day 
crowd members he suf-
fered a heart attack a 
couple years ago. “HAAM 
worked with me every 
step of the way,” he said.

Longtime Austin 
musician John 
Pointer told a 
HAAM crowd 
he had to fire 
his insurance 
company 
to get good 
health services. 

“HAAM fixes that problem for me 
and every musician in this city,” he 
said. “That’s the difference between 
having a problem and doing some-
thing about it.”

HEALTH ALLIANCE FOR AUSTIN MUSICIANS (HAAM)
On Sept. 23 artists performed live music throughout Austin as part 
of HAAM Benefit Day. An estimated $350,000 was raised to help 
cover the medical needs of Austin musicians, and each dollar raised 
leverages approximately $8 in value, HAAM Executive Director Reenie 
Collins said.
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Be heard

A survey will launch Oct. 30 as 
part of a city-led market research 
study of Austin’s music industry 
and its workers. The city’s Music & 
Entertainment Division hopes the 
first-time effort will help identify any 
barriers or opportunities within the 
industry. For more information, visit 
the City of Austin Music Office  
website, www.atxmusic.org.
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Each month, Community Impact Newspaper will 
profile a different industry essential to Central Austin. 
Email suggestions to ctanews@impactnews.com.

City policy can drive a lot of the local 
music industry’s success, said Jennifer Hou-
lihan, executive director of music policy 
advocacy group Austin Music People. AMP 
co-hosted a series of City Council candidate 
forums leading up to November’s election. 
The music advocacy group also released 
candidate questionnaires in mid-October.

“We believed it was worth the candi-
dates’ times to answer some questions 
related to the creative sector,” Houlihan 
said. “It’s been very interesting.”

The more attention paid to Austin’s music 
sector, the closer the city comes to realizing 
its “Live Music Capital of the World” man-
tra, said David Cotton, a longtime talent 

booker for The Saxon Pub and Threadgill’s 
in South Austin. The 30-year industry 
veteran recently opened his own live music 
venue called The Roost in Wells Branch. 

Cotton’s line of work often forces him to 
be brutally honest with musicians seeking 
gigs, he said, but Austin is far more forgiv-
ing than more established music cities.

As more groups such as Black Fret 
organize to help Austin artists find the 
limelight, he said the city’s positive musical 
reputation should only continue growing.

“The plan is laid out—it’s sitting right in 
front of us,” Cotton said. “It’s just a matter 
of society getting to the point of recogniz-
ing Jimi Hendrix as a fine artist.”

Austin-based Quiet 
Company already 
has strong local 

support with Band of the 
Year recognition from 
South by Southwest 
(2013) and the Austin 
Music Awards (2014) as 
well as a Black Fret grant 
nomination. Despite those 
accolades, the day-to-
day life for many full-time 
Austin musicians such as 
Quiet Company is not as 
glamorous as many fans 
might expect, lead singer 
Taylor Muse said.
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“There’s never any 
shortage of need,” he 
said, recommending 
Austinites invest 
more in local music. 
“Even if it’s just 
paying cover.”
—Taylor Muse
Quiet Company lead singer

Singer/songwriter 
Elizabeth McQueen 
credits Austin’s 

growth for being able to 
support an organization 
such as Black Fret, a 
nonprofit group that plans 
to give $100,000 in grants 
to local musicians this 
year. That money will help 
some musicians over-
come Austin’s increas-
ingly unaffordable cost 
of living, which she said 
could eventually force 
some artists to relocate 
out of necessity.C
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“Having a patronage 
system for live music is 

really great for the mental 
and spiritual health of 

musicians. It’s surprising 
that it hasn’t been done 

before, but maybe Austin 
wasn’t ready before.”

—Elizabeth McQueen
singer/songwriter

WHAT MAKES AUSTIN UNIQUE
Austin musicians benefit from a strong support system of groups dedicated to 
furthering the industry. Here is a sample of some of the major nonprofits and other 
initiatives that help maintain music as a full-time career for many aspiring local artists.

Patronism.com
Subscription-based online 
platform pays musicians directly

Austin Music People

Red River Cultural 

District among policy 

success stories for 

advocacy group

Black Fret

Members pay to help live music 

in Austin continue to thrive

Austin Music Foundation 
Education and outreach efforts are 
performed out of new East Austin office

SIMS Foundation

Austin’s oldest music nonprofit 

provides mental health services

SPECIALIZING IN INFANTS, 
CHILDREN AND TEENS

3801 Bee Cave Rd, 
Suite 120, Austin

512-433-6633
www.jensenpediatricdentistry.com Dr. Regina Jensen

Diplomate, American Board of Pediatric Dentistry

BUILDING HEALTHY SMILES FOR HAPPY CHILDREN!
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ELECTION GUIDE lELECTION GUIDE lllELECTION GUIDE lllllll 201420142014
* - Incumbent; D - Democrat; G - Green Party; L - Libertarian; R - Republican; write-in candidates will not appear on 

the ballot or in this guide but can be voted for by writing the candidate’s name in the write-in candidate space. 

Leticia Van  
de Putte, D 

Dan Patrick, R

lieutenant governor

Chandrakantha 
Courtney, G

Robert D. Butler, LWendy R. Davis, DGreg Abbott, R

governor

Brandon Parmer, GKathie Glass, L Sam Houston, DKen Paxton, R

attorney general

Jamar Osborne, GJamie Balagia, L

Candidates were selected for 
this guide based on whom voters 
in Central Austin will be voting. 
Some races in which only one 

candidate is running  
were not included.

Who represents me?
To find out who your elected officials 
are, visit www.fyi.legis.state.tx.us

election, Texas voters will elect 
representatives for 36 districts.

District 10
Michael McCaul*, R
Tawana Walter-Cadien, D
Bill Kelsey, L

District 21
Lamar Smith*, R
Ryan Shields, L
Antonio Diaz, G

District 25
Roger Williams*, R
Marco Montoya, D
John Betz, L

District 35
Susan Narvaiz, R
Lloyd Doggett*, D
Cory W. Bruner, L
Kat Swift, G

Texas Senate
The Texas Senate is made up of 31 
single-member districts. Senators 
serve unlimited four-year terms.
 
District 14
Kirk Watson*, D
James Arthur Strohm, L

Texas House
The Texas House is made up of 150 
members representing districts of 
approximately 167,000 people each. 
Representatives serve unlimited 
two-year terms.

District 46
Dawnna Dukes*, D
Kevin Ludlow, L

District 48
Donna Howard*, D
Ben Easton, L

District 49
Elliott Naishtat*, D
Daniel Krawisz, L

District 51
Eddie Rodriguez*, D
Arthur DiBianca, L

STATEWIDE
U.S. Senate
Texas’ two U.S. senators each serve 
staggered, six-year terms with no 
term limits. Ted Cruz—whose seat 
is not up for election until 2018—
has been in office since 2012. The 
second seat has been held by John 
Cornyn since 2002. 

U.S. Senate
John Cornyn*, R
David M. Alameel, D
Rebecca Paddock, L
Emily “Spicybrown” Sanchez, G

Comptroller of Public Accounts 
The comptroller is responsible 
for managing the state’s finances 
by acting as its tax collector, 
accountant and treasurer. The 
comptroller is elected to four-year 
terms. Comptroller Susan Combs is 
not seeking re-election in 2014. 

Comptroller of  
Public Accounts 
Glenn Hegar, R
Mike Collier, D
Ben Sanders, L
Deb Shafto, G

Commissioner of the General 
Land Office  
The land commissioner manages 
state assets, investments and 
mineral rights and also chairs 
numerous boards and commissions. 
The commissioner is elected to 
four-year terms. Commissioner 
Jerry Patterson is not seeking 
re-election in 2014. 

Commissioner of the 
General Land Office 
George P. Bush, R
John Cook, D
Justin Knight, L
Valerie Alessi, G

Commissioner of Agriculture  
The agriculture commissioner 
manages consumer protection, 
agriculture, healthy living and 
economic development programs. 
The commissioner is elected to 
four-year terms. Commissioner 
Todd Staples is not seeking 
re-election in 2014. 

Commissioner of 
Agriculture 
Sid Miller, R
Jim Hogan, D
David (Rocky) Palmquist, L
Kenneth Kendrick, G

Railroad Commissioner  
Three commissioners are elected 
to six-year terms. A railroad 
commissioner has policy- and 
rule-making responsibilities for 
the commission, which, despite its 
name, no longer oversees Texas 
railroads. The commission now 
regulates the following:

• Exploration and production of oil 
and natural gas

• Compressed natural gas safety
• Pipeline safety
• Surface mining
• Gas utilities
• Liquefied petroleum gas
• Liquefied natural gas.

Railroad Commissioner, 
Place 2 
Ryan Sitton, R
Steve Brown, D
Mark A. Miller, L
Martina Salinas, G

Supreme Court of Texas  
Nine justices, including a chief 
justice, are each elected to six-year 
terms. The Supreme Court of Texas 
is the highest court for civil litigation 
statewide.

Chief Justice,  
Supreme Court 
Nathan Hecht*, R
William Moody, D
Tom Oxford, L

Justice, Supreme Court, 
Place 6, Unexpired Term
Jeff Brown*, R
Lawrence Edward Meyers, D
Mark Ash, L

Justice, Supreme Court, 
Place 7
Jeff Boyd*, R
Gina Benavides, D
Don Fulton, L
Charles E. Waterbury, G

Justice, Supreme Court, 
Place 8
Phil Johnson*, R
RS Roberto Koelsch, L
Jim Chisolm, G

Texas Court of Criminal Appeals 
Nine justices, including a presiding 
judge, are each elected to six-year 
terms. The Texas Court of Criminal 
Appeals hears cases appealed 
from trial courts and cases that are 
punishable by the death penalty. 
The court also has the authority to 
grant habeas corpus to defendants 
found guilty of felony crimes.
 
Judge, Court of Criminal 
Appeals, Place 3
Bert Richardson, R
John Granberg, D
Mark W. Bennett, L

Judge, Court of Criminal 
Appeals, Place 4
Kevin Patrick Yeary, R
Quanah Parker, L
Judith Sanders-Castro, G

Judge, Court of Criminal 
Appeals, Place 9
David Newell, R
William Bryan Strange, III, L
George Joseph Altgelt, G

DISTRICT
U.S. House
Representatives in the U.S. 
House serve unlimited two-year 
terms. A state’s representation is 
based on population. Population 
growth created four additional 
Texas districts in 2012. In this 

TRAVIS COUNTY
County Judge
Mike McNamara, R
Sarah Eckhardt, D
Richard Perkins, L

Precinct 2 Commissioner
Raymond Frank, R
Brigid Shea, D
Steven Haskett, L

Precinct 4 Commissioner
Margaret J. Gomez*, D
Joseph Morse, L

District Clerk
Velva L. Price, D
Kevin Pick, L

County Clerk
Dana DeBeauvoir*, D
Michael M. Holt, L
William E. Stout Jr., G

Proposed constitutional 
amendment
The constitutional amendment
providing for the use and dedication 
of certain money transferred to 
the State Highway Fund to assist 
in the completion of transportation 
construction, maintenance and 
rehabilitation projects not to include 
toll roads.

AUSTIN COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE
Place 1 Trustee
Mark J. Williams
Tim Mahoney*

Place 2 Trustee
Jade Chang Sheppard
Gigi Edwards Bryant
Bob Allen
Jonathan Mathers
Michael J. Lewis
Robb J. Misso

Place 3 Trustee
Nan McRaven*

ACC special bond election
Proposition 1
The issuance of $224,800,000 for 
the construction, renovation and 
equipment of college buildings 
districtwide (including but not 
limited to the renovation and 
repurposing of Highland Mall for 
a regional workforce innovation 
center, regional health sciences and 
STEM simulator lab, professional 
incubator space, digital/creative 
media center, culinary hospitality 
center and other college purposes; 
and the construction of a Northwest 
campus in Leander); and the 
acquisition of real property for 
college purposes (including but not 
limited to property for the Southeast 
Travis County regional workforce 
training center); and the levying of 
the tax in payment thereof.

Proposition 2
The issuance of $161,166,950 
for the construction, renovation 
and equipment of college 
buildings districtwide (including 
but not limited to renovations 
for health, safety, technology, 
and environmental sustainability 
throughout the district; renovations 
at other district campuses for 
health science careers, radio/
TV/film, trades and other 
programs after relocation of 
certain programs to Highland 
Mall); construction of college 
buildings on the Hays campus for 
a regional first responder training 
center; expansion of the Round 
Rock campus; construction of a 
workforce building at the Elgin 
campus to house veterinary and 
animal science and other workforce 
programs; and the levying of the tax 
in payment thereof.

ACC special maintenance 
tax rate election
Proposition
Increasing the Austin Community 
College District maintenance tax 
rate by an additional 1 cent ($0.01) 
above the existing 9 cent ($0.09) 
rate in fiscal year 2016 and by an 
additional 1 cent ($0.01) in fiscal 
year 2018 and by an additional 1 
cent ($0.01) in fiscal year 2020?

Compiled by Joe Lanane

Governor The governor serves as 
the chief executive of Texas and 
can serve an unlimited number 
of four-year terms. The governor 

offers policy recommendations and 
may introduce bills, and is also 
responsible for appointing state 
board and commission members.

Lieutenant Governor The 
lieutenant governor of Texas is 
elected on a separate ticket from 
the governor. The lieutenant 

governor serves as president of the 
State Senate and is responsible 
for establishing committees and 
appointing members. 

Attorney General The attorney 
general is responsible for 
defending the state’s constitution, 
representing the state in court 

and approving public bond issues. 
Attorney General Greg Abbott is 
running for governor in 2014. 
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texas voter turnout*

TRAVIS COUNTY
Early voting takes place Oct. 20–31. Voting day is Nov. 4

 
Central Austin polling locations

Ben Hur Shrine Center, 7811 Rockwood Lane
Blanton Elementary School, 5408 Westminster Drive
Brentwood Elementary School, 6700 Arroyo Seco
Bryker Woods Elementary School, 3309 Kerbey Lane
Burnet Middle School, 8401 Hathaway Drive
Cantu/Pan Am Recreation Center, 2100 E. Third St.
Carver Branch Library, 1161 Angelina St.
Congregation Beth Israel, 3901 Shoal Creek Blvd.
Congress Avenue Baptist Church, 1511 S. Congress Ave.
David Chapel Portable, 2211 E. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
Doss Elementary School, 7005 Northledge Drive
Fulmore Middle School, 201 E. Mary St.
Galindo Elementary School, 3800 S. Second St.
Gullett Elementary School, 6310 Treadwell Blvd.
Highland Park Baptist Church, 5206 Balcones Drive
Highland Park Elementary School,4900 Fairview Drive
Highland Mall, 6001 Airport Blvd., Ste. 1020
Lee Elementary School, 3308 Hampton Road
Maplewood Elementary School, 3808 Maplewood Ave.
McCallum High School, 5600 Sunshine Drive
Murchison Middle School, 3700 North Hills Drive
North Village Library, 2505 Steck Ave.
Red River Church, 4425 Red River St.
Reilly Elementary School, 405 Denson Drive
Rosedale School, 2117 W. 49th St. 
Winters Building, 701 W. 51st St.
South Austin Recreation Center, 1100 Cumberland Road
Twin Oaks Branch Library, 1800 S. Fifth St.
Wheatsville Co-op, 4001 S. Lamar Blvd.

The above list is not comprehensive. Travis County voters are allowed to vote 
on Election Day at any polling location in Travis County. Go to  
www.traviscountyelections.org for a complete list of polling locations. 

election day voting locations

texas registered voters*

texas u.s. senate

texas u.s. house of representatives

Source: Texas Secretary of State’s Office

Source: Texas Secretary of State’s Office

* For November elections

* For November elections

2012

2012

58.6%

74.7%

13,646,226

18,279,737

2010

2010

37.5%

70.6%

 13,269,233

18,789,238

2008

2008

59.5%

76.5%

 13,575,062

17,735,442

2006

2006

33.6%

78.6%

 13,074,279

 16,636,742

2004

2004

56.6%

81.5%

 13,098,329

 16,071,153

2002

2002

36.2%

81%

 12,563,459

15,514,289

Total registered

Total voting age population

Total turnout

Total registered

COMPLETE COVERAGE AT IMPACTNEWS.COM/VOTE-2014

IMPORTANT DATES
Voter registration deadline: Oct. 6
In-person early voting begins: Oct. 20
Last day to apply for ballot by mail (received, not postmarked): Oct. 24
Last day of in-person early voting: Oct. 31
Election Day: Nov. 4, 7 a.m.–7 p.m. 

2012

2008 

2006

2002

2000

1996

2012

2010

2008 

2006

2004

2002

2000

1998

1996

1994
Source: Texas Secretary of State’s Office

Source: Texas Secretary of State’s Office

Republican Democrat

Republican Democrat

1994

1990

1988

1984

1982

1978

1976

1972

1970

1966

1964

1960

AUSTIN ISD
District 1
P. Kevin Bryant
Stanton Strickland
Edmund T. Gordon
David “D” Thompson

District 4
Karen Zern Flanagan
Julie Cowan

District 6
Paul Saldaña
Kate Mason-Murphy
Monica Sanchez

At-Large District 9
Andy M. Trimino
Hillary Procknow
Kendall Pace
Nael Chavez
Kazique J. Prince

CITY OF AUSTIN
Mayor
Mary Catherine Krenek
Todd Phelps
Ronald Culver
Mike Martinez
Randall Stephens
Sheryl Cole
David Orshalick
Steve Adler

District 1
George Hindman
Sam Osemene
Christopher Hutchins
DeWayne Lofton
Valerie Menard
Norman A. Jacobson
Michael Cargill
Ora Houston
Andrew Bucknall

District 3
Ricardo Turullols-Bonilla
Kent Phillips
Christopher Hoerster
Shaun Ireland
Mario Cantu
Jose Quintero Sr.
Fred L. McGhee
Jose Valera
Eric J. Rangel
Susana R. Almanza
Sabino “Pio” Renteria
Julian Limon Fernandez

District 4
Roberto Perez Jr.
Louis C. Herrin III
Sharon E. Mays
Monica A. Guzman
Marco Mancillas
Gregorio “Greg” Casar
Katrina Daniel
Laura Pressley

District 5
Jason Denny
Dave Floyd
Mike Rodriguez
Ann Kitchen
CarolAnneRose Kennedy

Dave Senecal
Dan Buda

District 7
J.E. “Jeb” Boyt
Zack Ingraham
Melissa Zone
Ed English
Darryl R. Wittle
Jimmy Paver
Leslie Pool
Pete A. Salazar Jr.

District 8
Ellen Troxclair
Ed Scruggs
Becky Bray
Darrell Pierce
Eliza May

District 9
Erin McGann
Kathie Tovo
Chris Riley

District 10
Matt Lamon
Bill Worsham
Tina Cannon
Margie Burciaga
Robert Thomas
Sheri Gallo
Mandy Dealey
Jason Meeker

Proposition, city of Austin
The issuance of $600,000,000 bonds 
and notes for rail systems, facilities 
and infrastructure, including a fixed 
rail transit system to be operated by 
Capital Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority (which may spend its funds 
to build, operate and maintain such 
system) servicing the East Riverside 
Corridor, downtown Austin, the state 
Capitol complex, the medical school 
complex, The University of Texas, 
Hancock Center, Austin Community 
College Highland campus, and 
surrounding neighborhoods; and 
roadway improvements related to 
such rail systems, facilities and 
infrastructure provided that the city 
may not issue bonds or notes to pay 
costs of the fixed rail transit system 
(other than expenditures for planning, 
designing and engineering necessary 
to obtain grant and/or match funding) 
unless (i) the city obtains grant or 
match funding for the cost of the 
fixed rail transit system from the 
Federal Transit Administration or one 
or more other federal or state sources 
and (ii) the city provides funding in an 
amount not less than $400,000,000 
to pay costs of roadway improvement 
projects of regional significance that 
are designed to relieve congestion, 
enhance mobility and manage traffic 
in the I-35, US 183, Hwy. 71, RM 
620, RM 1826, RM 2222, FM 734 
(Parmer Lane), Lamar Boulevard and 
Loop 360 corridors; and the levy of 
a tax sufficient to pay for the bonds 
and notes.

Court upholds voter id law for nov. 4 election*

U.S. District Court Judge Nelva Gonzales Ramos ruled Oct. 9 that the state’s 
voter identification law is unconstitutional. The voter ID law, approved in May 
2011 by the Texas Legislature as Senate Bill 14, required voters to present one 
form of photo ID before casting their ballots. The U.S. Supreme Court upheld the 
Legislature’s decision in 2013.

Lauren Bean, deputy communications director for the Texas Attorney General’s 
office, issued a statement announcing the state would appeal Ramos’ ruling im-
mediately to the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit to resolve the matter 
quickly and avoid voter confusion in the upcoming election. 

“The Attorney General’s office will take all legal action necessary to avoid voter 
confusion and ensure that the law is in effect for the upcoming election,” she 
said. “The U.S. Supreme Court has already ruled that voter ID laws are constitu-
tional, so we are confident the Texas law will be upheld on appeal.”

In her ruling Ramos said the state’s photo ID law “creates a substantial burden 
on the fundamental right to vote, has a discriminatory effect and purpose, and 
constitutes a poll tax.” According to the ruling, “The court holds that 
SB 14 creates an unconstitutional burden on the right to vote, has an imper-
missible discriminatory effect against Hispanics and African-Americans, and 
was imposed with an unconstitutional discriminatory purpose.”

Because Ramos did not issue a final judgment on the ruling, it was unclear if 
the ruling would affect early voting, which began Oct. 20. The Fifth Circuit Court 
ruled Oct. 14 the state’s voter ID law would remain in effect for the Nov. 4 elec-
tion and early voting.

According to the ruling, “This is not a run-of-the-mill case; instead, it is a voting 
case decided on the eve of the election. ... Thus, the value of preserving the status 
quo [the state’s voter ID law] here is much higher than in most other contexts.”

*Information updated as of Oct. 17. Visit www.texas.gov for updates.
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6510 Santolina Cv.
3 Beds, 2.5 Baths
$475,000
Martha Hunke
512.217.2891

NORTHWEST HILLS

504 Spiller Ln
2 Beds,  2 Baths
$1,900,000
Susie Dudley
512.497.6332

 WESTLAKE HILLS

2018 Kenwood Avenue
4 Beds, 2.5 Baths 
$850,000
Karen Cunningham
512.413.2635

TRAVIS HEIGHTS

6125 Soter Pkwy
5 Beds, 4. Baths 2 ½Baths
$1,699,999
Susan Griffith
512.944.4052

COVENANT ESTATES AT REGENTS 

 

1817 Dexter
3 Beds, 1 Bath
$525,000
Kay Keesee
512.750.2274

ZILKER

2301 S. 5th St. #6
3 Beds, 3.5 Baths
$799,500
Wendy Griessen
512.431.9502

BOULDIN

1508 Mesa Ridge 
4 Beds, 4 Baths
$1,550,000
Marybeth Hubenak
512.431.3179

 THE RIDGE AT BARTON CREEK

6804 La Salle Dr
2 Beds, 2 Baths
$289,000
Susan Griffith
512.327.4800 x164

 UNIVERSITY HILLS 

1909 Canonero Dr
4 Beds, 4 Baths
$1,275,000
Susan Griffith
512.944.4052

DAVENPORT RANCH

1219 Wilderness Drive 
3 Beds, 2 Baths
$689,000
Jeanne White
512.751.7582

 BEE CAVE WOODS

5013 Avenue F #B
3 Beds, 2.5 Baths 
$499,950
Suzanne Pringle
512.217.1047

HYDE PARK

120 Trail Master Circle
5 Beds, 4 Baths
$515,000
Betty Kuykendall
512.657.8959

DRIFTWOOD 

13903 Panorama Dr.
4 Beds, 3 Baths
$1,395,000
Susan Griffith
512.944.4052

LAKE TRAVIS

904 E. 38th
2 Beds,  1 Bath 
$430,000
Karen Cunningham
512.413.2635

UT

1605 Brackenridge
3 Beds, 2 Baths 
$949,500
Susie Dudley
512.497.6332

SOUTH CONGRESS

113 Burgess Ln
5 Beds,4,5 Baths
$1,015,000
Susan Griffith
512.327.4800 x164

 RIDGE AT ALTA VISTA

Barton Creek | 512.328.0058           Galleria | 512.261.0008          Northwest Hills | 512.345.2100            Westlake | 512.327.4800

  REDUCED

www.kuperrealty.com

  NEW PRICE

  NEW PRICE

  PENDING   PENDING

  PENDING

  PENDING

  NEW PRICE

  SOLD   SOLD
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! The physicians and staff 
at CommUnityCare are committed to 

providing quality care in a friendly, caring 

and efficient environment. We believe all 

patients have a right to have their cultural, 

psychological, spiritual, and personal 

values, beliefs and preferences respected. 

We are committed to service excellence. 

This means all staff receives customer 

service training and patient satisfaction 

is measured on an ongoing basis. Our 

Core Values are: Respect, Integrity, 

Dependability, Teamwork and Quality.

the right care, at the right time, at the right place.

512 /978.9015
communitycaretx.org

With 24 locations  
and GROWING  
to serve you!
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STEVE ADLER MIKE MARTINEZSHERYL COLE TODD PHELPS RANDALL STEPHENS

Why did you decide to run for mayor, and what are your qualifications?

What do you see as your biggest challenge if elected mayor?

Besides changing the code and traffic congestion, what is the biggest issue facing Austin?

Adler was the chief 
of staff and general 
council for Eliot 
Shapleigh, D-El Paso. 
He sits on various civic 
and nonprofit boards. 

Martinez is an Austin 
City Council member 
who was first elected 
in 2006. He was 
the president of the 
Austin Firefighters 
Association. 

Cole is City Council’s 
mayor pro tem. She 
was first elected to 
council in 2006.

Phelps is a local 
business owner and 
environmental activist. 
He is also a member 
of the Screen Actors 
Guild. 

Stephens served in 
the Air Force and has 
worked in the aviation 
industry. 

I’m running for mayor because I love this 
city; it’s doing great things, but I’m real 
concerned. I think Austin is at a tipping 
point. I think we need to do a better job of 
sharing growth, of doing government in 
a deliberate and thoughtful way, and we 
need to leverage the new communities 
and new leaders that will be sitting at the 
council table for the first time.

We need to go forward in a new way 
and reinvent how we do government in a 
deliberative and thoughtful way. I think the 
biggest challenge will be that all measure 
of gravity and inertia will be trying to pull 
us back into doing things the way we’ve 
always done them because that’s what we 
know, and we need to do better than that.

I think the big issues are affordability, 
growing and making a strong middle 
class and the small businesses in this 
community, education and water.

After being on the council since 2006 and 
being a firefighter in Austin for 13 years, I 
thought it was the next logical opportunity 
with the current mayor’s term limited. We’re 
going to this newest form of government 
with 10 council members elected from 
districts, and at least nine of those will be 
brand new. I think my experience certainly 
makes me well-qualified to serve as mayor.

If you ask every citizen what their issues 
are, that’s what they believe should be the 
mayor’s biggest challenge. I’ve learned 
that we certainly have priorities, but there 
are many issues that our community 
expects us to address. I think the new 
Council is going to provide an opportunity 
for very healthy and robust policy 
conversations and debates.

I think the biggest issue we face is making 
sure the middle class in our community 
has the strongest voice possible in the 
mayor’s office so that every decision 
that Council makes is geared with an eye 
toward how it’s going to impact the middle 
class, who I think to a certain extent feel 
like they’ve lost their voice at City Hall.

I decided to run for mayor because I 
think that Austin is booming, and we’ve 
gotten there from collaborative efforts of 
business, government, neighborhoods 
and the nonprofit sector, and I have been 
a part of collaborative leadership and as 
we move to a 10-district system with the 
mayor at-large it will be important to have 
a mayor that has a record of collaborative 
leadership.

I think the biggest [challenges are] 
improving affordability, working on 
transportation issues—I think we need 
both roads and rail for a comprehensive 
package—and we have to have to make 
sure we have an adequate and clean water 
supply. We have to maintain and do all 
that while giving careful attention to our 
environmental values.

Affordability is a big challenge. I led the 
effort to pass the affordable housing 
bonds after they failed at the ballot the 
first time by going out to the community 
and gathering stakeholders and working 
with them to give the citizens information.

My friends urged me to run for mayor 
because they’re frustrated with Austin. 
This is my hometown. This is where I 
started my music, and people may know 
me here because of the farm. I think I’m 
qualified because of my ability to bring 
people together.

Bringing fiscally conservative principles 
to City Hall, and I think moderate people 
like me are best-suited to do that. Since I 
consider myself moderate, I will listen to 
both sides of the aisle. Another challenge 
will be bringing people together under the 
10-1 system, finding their strenghts and 
helping them work together.

The affordability issue and overreach 
of City Council. The cost of living will 
increase here because of the rail tax bond, 
and that’s why I don’t support it. I want 
the 20 percent homestead exemption 
now instead of four years from now. I see 
myself as the most fiscally conservative 
out of those running for mayor.

I decided to run for mayor because I’m at 
a point in my life where it’s a unique time 
for me to do something like this. Since 
childhood I thought that being in politics or 
some public service would be something 
I would be doing. I believe I’m qualified 
because I have worked in both large and 
small business with very diverse groups of 
people starting with the military.

Selling my program [of developing on the 
outer ring of Austin] because most of the 
development in recent years and decades 
has been focused on growth in the 
downtown area. I’m all for preserving our 
historical and entertainment district and 
the look and feel of Austin. I like to say 
‘low rises, cool streets’ downtown.

I think we need to think about other ways 
to help the taxpayers not only get a better 
value for government, but we have to 
reduce some of the costs. 

Compiled by Jennifer Curington

MAYORAL CANDIDATES

ELECTION Q&A

The Austin mayor is elected by the entire city of Austin and is the presiding officer at City Council.  
There are eight candidates running for Austin Mayor and five participating in the candidate forums, represented below.

COMPLETE COVERAGE AT IMPACTNEWS.COM/VOTE-2014



22 impactnews.com/vote-2014

For more than two decades, Lexus of Austin has stood up for children in Travis County and has 
given a voice to young victims of violence. Their commitment to ending the cycle of child abuse is 
unwavering and their belief that children have the potential, and the desire, to make the world a 
better place is a testament to their values. For them, it’s never been just about writing a check. It’s 
about coming together as a community and providing hope to children. They believe that helping 

even one child makes Austin a better place. Their support truly transcends the bounds of generosity. 

We are extremely proud of our 25-year partnership with Lexus of Austin and the work the  
Child Protection Team does to protect the children of Travis County. Family is important to  

Lexus of Austin, and we are honored to be a part of theirs.

On behalf of all children in Travis County and the Child Protection Team, thank you!

YEARS

Thank You
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MIKE MCNAMARA, R
McNamara has worked in the defense industry for 30 
years. He is a UT–Austin grad and fourth generation 
Austinite.
www.votemcnamara.com

I am a fourth-generation Austinite who graduated from Travis High School, 
The University of Texas and served seven years in the Navy. My degrees 
include a bachelor’s degree in journalism and Navy training equivalent to an 
electrical engineering associate. I have worked in the high-tech and defense 
industry for more than 30 years. I am married to Julia Simmons McNamara, 
and we have four married children, nine grandchildren and three great-
grandchildren. Our family attends Our Lady’s Maronite Catholic Church.

To keep Travis County livable—that means living within our budget. I will 
provide strong, positive, innovative leadership to lower the tax bite, improve 
transportation, and grow business that offers prosperity to all levels and types 
of work. I will work closely with city and state government to fight rising taxes 
and ensure that we are informed and well-represented in transportation and 
business development endeavors. I will communicate with the community 
concerning issues [and] seeking solutions to keep Travis County livable.

Taxes, transportation, affordability and prosperity — these three issues are 
impacting every citizen in the county regardless of income or locale. The 
rising cost of living in Travis County must be met by standing against raising 
taxes and for prudent budgetary priorities. Traffic is a public safety issue 
requiring immediate action to complete a comprehensive plan to relieve 
inner-city congestion and improve suburban roadways. Careful budgeting 
will aid in lowering everyone’s financial burden: Recruiting businesses and 
ensuring they prosper provides prosperity to all. 

Travis County government was recently tagged as ‘dysfunctional.’ A sea 
of turmoil requires a steady, experienced hand on the tiller pulling neither 
right nor left. In this race, with over 30 years of military and private-sector 
management and experience in high-tech and defense industries, I am the 
only candidate qualified to reform the way Travis County does business. I will 
push for efficiency and transparency  — responsiveness and accountability.

Over several decades there has been a misguided effort to stem, curb or stop 
growth in Austin. The result has been growth in the outlying areas and now 
construction or improvement of roads within and around Austin resulting in one 
of the most congested traffic situations in the nation. In order to accommodate 
the inflow of persons who are coming here to find work and enjoy our quality 
of life we must control costs, build roads and encourage business growth.

What qualifications do you bring to the position of Travis County judge?

RICHARD PERKINS, L
Perkins has a B.S. in chemical engineering from UT–
Austin. He’s worked in the private industry for more than 
20 years. He is a native Texan.
www.perkins2014.com

I have experience in program management, managing budgets, risk 
assessments, personnel issues and contract negotiations for multimillion 
dollar programs in the private industry. Travis County could benefit from a 
management style more focused on efficiency and productivity and providing 
recognition and support for excellence. It is time to have better accountability 
from our government leaders and less waste from the career politicians. I will 
focus on solving problems and pushing politics to the side whenever possible. 

Travis County has been the tail on the city of Austin dog for decades. 
With the renewal of city government through the district system, the 
time is perfect for a renewal of Travis County leadership. No more career 
politicians! We need problem-solvers for our issues on transportation, land 
use, security and personal responsibility. We must think forward with new 
ideas and stop the charade of satisfying special-interest groups in order to 
maintain our quality of life.

Fixing our transportation network is our primary need at the moment 
and can be accomplished by increasing high occupancy vehicle lanes, 
shared vehicles and new express roadways. [We need to] stop the arrest 
and detention of persons charged with victimless crimes. Building flood 
runoff basins to capture floodwaters and clearing debris from creeks and 
tributaries before a severe rain is critical. We need a leader with problem-
solving skills and less political appetite. Stop government handouts to 
companies moving to our area.

I would propose hiring a county manager to be responsible for coordination of 
the county departments and programs and to recommend programs that are 
dysfunctional be eliminated or merged into others. I’d like an external review of 
county properties with the idea of reducing the amount of real estate owned by 
the county in the central business district. I would work with CAMPO to develop 
an aggressive 10-year plan for new transportation networks in our region.

We must plan for a 50 percent to 100 percent increase in people coming 
to Travis County in the next 15 years. We must build the supporting 
infrastructure. The county has little authority over land-use issues. I propose 
encouraging the formation of villages or townships in several unincorporated 
areas of Travis County where the residents could develop their own best land-
use priorities based on their own goals and plans for their future.

SARAH ECKHARDT, D
Eckhardt worked in the County Attorney’s office before 
becoming the Travis County Commissioner for Precinct 
2. She stepped down after announcing her campaign for 
judge in the spring.  
www.saraheckhardt.com

I have been a juvenile public defender, an assistant county attorney, a legal 
aid attorney, a county commissioner, a teacher at the LBJ School of Public 
Affairs and the vice chairwoman of CAMPO. As county commissioner, I 
helped lower property tax rates for seniors and the disabled, stood up to 
corporations that didn’t want to pay their fair share and helped secure a $3.5 
million settlement from polluters of Hamilton Pool.

Our goals in Travis County are urgent. We must protect our environment and 
ensure corporations pay their fair share so that we can invest in workers 
and transportation options and ensure our middle class has a fair shot. I 
understand how county government works, how it can help people and why 
it matters. I want to put my 15-year track record of fighting for the public’s 
interest to work as the first woman County Judge.

The top three are water, transportation and affordability. We must reach 
agreements with nearby counties and cities to allocate our limited water 
supply. We must provide a transportation network of roads, rails and trails so 
that we arrive on time at a reasonable cost. We must increase government 
efficiency, tax fairly, encourage businesses to pay living wages and put 
affordable transportation in reach of affordable housing.

I will insist on excellence and affordability in Travis County. Only effective 
programs will be funded. No additional taxes or fees will be levied without 
careful consideration of the burdens they place. And innovations achieved at 
the county will be shared with other local governments to reduce duplication 
of effort and cost.

The Commissioners Court can leverage its permitting power to steer growth, 
encouraging development that demonstrates a sustainable water supply and 
available transit; contributes to a mix of uses, sidewalks and green spaces; 
and collaborates with school districts and emergency services districts. 
Development in areas where the water, transportation or emergency service 
capacity is inadequate should be discouraged.

Why are you running for Travis County judge? 

What issues are most important to you?

What improvements would you bring to Travis County?

How would you address future growth in Travis County?
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Tim Mahoney has been working since 2008 to ensure fiscal 
transparency so that Community Colleges are not just about 
buildings—they are about people and our needs for the future.
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01 Fifth Annual Austin Tequila Fest
The fifth annual event is hosted at 

Casa Chapala’s new location and includes 
tequila, mezcal and sotol tastings. The Day 
of the Dead–themed event includes a VIP 
lounge and an after-party with music by 
DJ Roberto Mamaloni. Proceeds from the 
event benefit Austin Pets Alive. A discount is 
offered for purchasing tickets on the website. 
5:30 (VIP), 7 p.m. (general). $40 and up. Casa 
Chapala, 9041 Research Blvd., Ste. 100. 
512-459-4242. www.casachapala.com

04 Election Day
Voters can cast ballots regarding 

statewide officials and ballot questions, the city 
of Austin’s $1 billion rail and road bond, a bond 
from Austin Community College and Austin 
City Council candidates. 7 a.m.–7 p.m. Free. 
Locations vary. www.traviscountyclerk.org

06 through 09  
Wanderlust Festival

Yoga enthusiasts, foodies and families 
combine for this four-day celebration. The 
event includes yoga sessions; live music; 
and outdoor activities such as hiking, 
paddleboarding and biking. 8 a.m. $99–$125 
(single day), $305 (Fri.–Sun.), $365 (Thu.–Sun.). 
Brazos Hall, 204 E. Fourth St. 855-926-3375. 
http://austin.wanderlustfestival.com

07 through 09  
Fun Fun Fun Fest

Performers Judas Priest, Nas and Modest 
Mouse headline the ninth annual music 
festival. Times vary. $86 (one-day pass), 
$195 (three-day pass), $450 (Ultimate 
Smooth Pass). Auditorium Shores, 800 W. 
Riverside Drive. www.funfunfunfest.com

08 through 09  
Austin Celtic Festival

No Irish heritage is required to attend the 
18th annual event, the self-proclaimed 
largest gathering of Celts in Central 
Texas. Music, culture and history lessons 
highlight the event as do Celtic-themed 
games, crafts and food. Noon–7:30 p.m. 
Free (children younger than 13), $15 
(day pass), $25 (weekend pass). Fiesta 
Gardens, 2102 Jesse E. Segovia 
St. www.austincelticfestival.com. 
austincelticfestival@gmail.com

October

23 through 30  
Austin Film Festival

The 21st annual event recognizes writers 
and filmmakers and includes screenings of 
narrative, animated and documentary features 
and shorts—including many premieres. 
There is also a four-day conference featuring 
multiple panels and workshops. Times, 
locations vary. $65 (film pass only), $150–$675 
(badges). www.austinfilmfestival.com

24 through Nov. 2  
Austin Beer Week 

The fifth annual event promotes craft brewing 
at multiple businesses in Austin, including 
Austin Beerworks, Contigo Austin, North 
By Northwest Restaurant & Brewery and 
Whole Foods Market. New this year are panel 
discussions called Beer Talks. Participants 
must be age 21 or older. Visit the website 
for the complete schedule of events. Various 
times. Costs vary. Locations throughout 
Austin. www.austinbeerweek.com/2014

25 Dia de los Muertos Festival
The second annual event features 

a full day of Dia de los Muertos cultural 
traditions. The day includes live music, 
performances, art, food, drinks and 
children’s activities such as face painting, 
mask-making and a pinata party. Noon–                                  
10 p.m. Free (children younger than 12), $15 
(presale), $20 (door). Oswaldo A.B. Cantu/
Pan American Center, 2100 E. Third St.                                           
www.austindiadelosmuertos.com

25 Operation: American Muscle
A new car show that benefits the 

Wounded Warrior Project, a nonprofit that 
helps thousands of U.S. military veterans and 
families through numerous support programs, 
includes American-made muscle cars 
presented by the Texas V Club and Longhorn 
Corvette Club. 8 a.m.–3 p.m. Free (children), 
$5 (adult suggested donation), $20–$25 (car 
registration). Camp Mabry, 2200 W. 35th St. 
www.operationamericanmuscle.com

25 through 26  
Texas Book Festival

Sarah Bird, Douglas Brinkley, Nicholas 
Kristof and Richard Linklater are among the 
authors participating in this year’s event. 
Free parking is located at Granger Parking 
Garage at 12th and Guadalupe streets.  
10 a.m.–5 p.m. (Sat.), 11 a.m.–5 p.m. (Sun.). 
Free. Texas State Capitol grounds near 
11th Street and South Congress Avenue. 
512-477-4055. www.texasbookfestival.org

25 through 26 
AIA Austin Homes Tour

The American Institute of Architects’ 28th 
annual tour features 11 new and newly 
renovated homes throughout Austin. The 
tour showcases home designs by local 
architecture firms such as Dick Clark + 
Associates, FAB Architecture, Forge Craft 
Architecture + Design and Webber + Studio 
Architects. 10 a.m.–6 p.m. $35 (in advance), 
$40 (weekend of the tour). Various locations.  
512-452-4332. www.aiaaustin.org

26 VIVA! STREETS
After two years on East Sixth Street, 

the event takes place along a car-free 2-mile 
route through the Mueller neighborhood. 
Attendees are welcome to do any activity on 
the street, including bicycling, yoga, hula-
hooping, dancing and more—all without fear 
of vehicle traffic. 10 a.m.–3 p.m. Free. Mueller 
neighborhood. www.vivastreetsaustin.org. 
admin@vivastreetsaustin.org

31 Dia de los Muertos  
Texas Fireworks

A five-year Halloween tradition returns in 
celebration of Day of the Dead, a Mexican 
holiday for remembering and honoring those 
who have died. Money raised at this year’s 
event benefits Austin-based charities Capital 
Area Food Bank, House the Homeless and 
Austin Harm Reduction. 9:30 p.m. Free. Kreig 
Baseball Fields, 517 S. Pleasant Valley Road. 
www.planetktexasfireworks.com 

31 through Nov. 2  
2014 United States Grand Prix

Circuit of The Americas hosts the American 
leg of the Federation International de 
L’Automobile Formula 1 World Championship. 
Team Mercedes heads into the event as the 
front-runner. 2 p.m. $139 (bleacher seating), 
$249 (general admission). Circuit of The 
Americas, 9201 Circuit of The Americas Blvd. 
512-301-6600. www.circuitoftheamericas.
com, www.formula1.com

November

01 ‘Connections’ 
Artist Ellen Heck holds an 

opening reception for her solo show, a 
study of identity that features large-scale 
abstract works, intimate portraits and 
interactive projects such as a 9-foot-tall 
artist book, a connecting card game and 
more. The exhibit runs through Nov. 29. 
6–8 p.m. Free. Wally Workman Gallery, 
1202 W. Sixth St. 512-472-7428.  
www.wallyworkmangallery.com
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09 ‘17,000 Observations’
Art duo Lucky Dragons creates 

a temporary sculptural installation and 
new musical composition based on songs 
and calls of native bird species. A field 
recording of the performance and view 
the art installation will remain after the 
performance. 2 p.m. Free. Laguna Gloria, 
3809 W. 35th St. 512-458-8191.  
www.thecontemporaryaustin.com

11 through 16  
‘Dirty Dancing’

The 1980s movie comes to the stage in a 
production complete with music, a romantic 
tale and choreographed dance sequences.  
8 p.m. (Tue.–Sat.); 2 p.m. (Sat.); 1 p.m., 7 p.m. 
(Sun.). Tickets start at $30. Bass Concert Hall, 
2350 Robert Dedman Drive. 512-477-6060.  
www.us.dirtydancingontour.com

13 Bridging the Gap Gala
Nonprofit New Milestones hosts a 

four-course meal, auctions, speakers and live 
music at the 13th annual event. Money raised 
goes toward the Housing First Collaborative, 
a project that provides resources for 
individuals with mental illness experiencing 
homelessness. 5:30–9 p.m. $175. Four 
Seasons Hotel, 98 San Jacinto Blvd.  
512-440-4051. www.newmilestones.org

13 through 23  
‘Hamlet’

The William Shakespeare production, directed 
by Michelle Polgar, tells the tale of a young 
prince who loses his father, witnesses his 
mother’s remarriage and must restore a kingdom 
without losing his integrity or sanity. 7:30 p.m. 
(Thu.–Sat.), 2 p.m. (Sun.). $17–$22. 512-448-
8484. Mary Moody Northen Theatre, 3001 S. 
Congress Ave. www.stedwards.edu/theatre

14 through 16, 22 through 23  
East Austin Studio Tour

Art Alliance Austin on Nov. 14 hosts its sixth 
annual VIP preview of the East Austin Studio 
Tour that includes visits to four art spaces 
along the overall tour. Big Medium hosts the 
next two weekends, the 13th annual free self-
guided tour, which includes visits to studios, 
exhibitions, installations and special events. 
7–11 p.m. (Nov. 14), 11 a.m.–6 p.m. (Nov. 
15–16, 22–23). Free (Nov. 15–16, 22–23), $55 
(Nov. 14). Locations vary. 512-939-6665.  
http://east.bigmedium.org

15 Austin Duck Derby
Event organizers launch 10,000 rubber 

ducks into Lady Bird Lake and record which 
ducks cross the finish line first. Proceeds 
benefit The Austin Boys and Girls Club 
Foundation. 10 a.m. $5 (one duck), $25 (six 
ducks), $50 (12 ducks), $100 (25 ducks). Ann 
Richards Bridge, South Congress Avenue. 
www.duckrace.com/austin

15 Rodeo Austin BBQ Auction
Happy hour, a barbecue buffet, an 

auction and dancing highlight the event that 
helps Rodeo Austin accomplish its nonprofit 
goal of promoting youth education. Singer-
songwriter Dale Watson performs for guests, 
who can bid on auction items such as hunting 
trips, fishing charters, and hotel and golf 
packages. 6 p.m. $50 (individual), $500 (table). 
Austin Music Hall, 208 Nueces St.  
512-919-3000. www.rodeoaustin.com
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participants. Proceeds benefit Caritas of Austin. 
Registration takes place Nov. 21–26. Parking 
includes Palmer Events Center, Austin City 
Hall, One Texas Center, the Austin American-
Statesman parking lot and State Garage N. 
7:30 a.m. (packet pickup), 8:45 a.m. (Stepping 
Stone School Kids’ K), 9:30 a.m. (5-mile walk/
run), 9:45 a.m. (1-mile walk/run), 10:45 a.m. 
(trophy pickup). $8 (Stepping Stone School 
Kids’ K), $18 (1-mile walk/run), $20 (untimed 
5-mile walk/run), $25 (timed 5-mile walk/run). 
The Long Center for the Performing Arts, 701 
W. Riverside Drive. www.thundercloud.com

28 through Dec. 24 
Blue Genie Art Bazaar 

More than 150 local and regional artists 
sell their items at the gift fair, and a 
portion of the proceeds benefit Make 
a Wish Central & South Texas. Items 
such as jewelry, paintings, photography, 
clothing, sculptures, glassworks and 
ceramics are sold at the event. Drinks 
and snacks are available for purchase, 
and shoppers are encouraged to bring 
their own bags. 10 a.m.–10 p.m. daily. 
Free. The Marchesa Hall & Theater, 6226 
Middle Fiskville Road. 512-222-7303.  
www.bluegenieartbazaar.com

15 DecaDance
A night of dancing and fashion from 

the 1970s, ’80s and ’90s helps contribute 
to ongoing community-based programs 
that promote access to dance programs. 
Cocktails, hors d’oeuvres and a live DJ help 
add to the fifth annual Forklift Danceworks 
fundraiser. 8–9 p.m. (VIP), 9 p.m.–1 a.m. 
(general). $100 (general admission),  
$200 (VIP). The Textile, 310 E. Third St.  
512-222-5287. www.forkliftdanceworks.org

19 Save a Hero
Veterans and civilians are invited to 

share their experiences of wartime trauma 
at an event hosted by the WYSH Project, a 
nonprofit working to prevent military suicides. 
A sneak peak of the documentary film ‘Frozen 
in War’ is scheduled to be screened during the 
event to provide the audience with firsthand 
experiences of post-traumatic stress. All 
money raised helps to finish the film. 6–9 p.m. 
$20. One World Theatre, 7701 Bee Caves 
Road. 512-660-0430. www.wyshproject.org 

20 Wide Open Public
Sarah Schultz, education director 

at the Minneapolis-based Walker Art Center, 
participates in The Contemporary Austin’s 
visiting lecture series to discuss how the 
cultural and civic sectors are reimagining 
the public sphere to potentially create more 
vibrant cities. 7 p.m. Free. Jones Center,  
700 Congress Ave. 512-453-5312.  
www.thecontemporaryaustin.org

21 through Dec. 6  
‘Fame: The Musical’

A live production based on the Oscar-winning 
film and hit TV show, the story follows a group 
of students studying at New York City’s High 
School for the Performing Arts. 2 p.m.,  
7:30 p.m. (dates vary). $15–$225. B. Iden 
Payne Theatre, 300 E. 23rd St. 512-471-5793.  
www.texasperformingarts.org

22 Carnival O’ Pizza
Home Slice Pizza hosts its ninth 

annual celebration in honor of pizza. 
Entertainment includes carnival games, 
booths, music, dancing, photo booths, raffles 
and contests. All proceeds benefit Austin 
Bat Cave, which has received $60,000 in 
donations in the past three years from the 
event. Noon–7 p.m. Free. Home Slice, 1415 S. 
Congress Ave. www.homeslicepizza.com

27 ThunderCloud Subs Turkey Trot
The 23rd annual Thanksgiving Day 

event is expected to draw more than 23,000 

through 16  
Wurstfest 
The German festival includes live 

music, dancing, carnival rides, games, food and 
beer. The festival offers foods such as sausages, 
funnel cakes and shrimp on a stick as well as 
other German dishes. Tickets may be purchased 
at the gate or in advance on the website. 5–9:30 
p.m. (Mon.–Thu.), 5–11:30 p.m. (Fri.),  
11 a.m.–12:30 a.m. (Sat.), 11 a.m.–9:30 p.m. 
(Sun.). $10 (general admission). Wurstfest 
Association, 178 Landapark Drive, New 
Braunfels. 800-221-4369. www.wurstfest.com
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Find more or submit Central Austin 
events at impactnews.com/ 
cta-calendar.

To have Central Austin events 
considered for the print edition, they 
must be submitted online by the 
second Wednesday of the month.
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Compiled by Joe Lanane, Lyndsey Taylor and Kelli Weldon
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Schizophrenia  |  OCD  |  Bipolar  |  Schizoa� ective  |  Anxiety  |  Depression

Need Help?
We serve the entire family!

Capital Medical Clinic

Primary Care • Internal Medicine
Dr. Chad Dehipitiya

Accepting NEW patients 

(512) 454-5171

Same day 
appointments 

available Most insurances accepted  
Medicare over age 65 

Welcome to Austin

1301 W 38th St #601 • Austin

app

Palmer Events Center, 900 Barton Springs Road
Preview Party: Thurs., Nov. 6 at 7 p.m.

Be the fi rst to shop among all of the great items available.
(Purchase tickets in advance online at www.settlementhome.org)

General Sale Days: 
Friday, Nov. 7 - Sunday, Nov. 9  10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

FREE parking on general sale days.
Massive inventory of items!

More information at www.settlementhome.org 
or (512) 836-2150

All proceeds benefi t The Settlement Home for Children

Settlement Home for Children

Charity Garage & Estate Sale

39th Annual

1509 S. Lamar BLvd | auStin | www.a-okchineSe.com

Lamar Blvd.

Oltorf St.

1s
t S

t.

Collier St.

Clean, fresh, 
and tasty!

American-Style 
Chinese

$5 OFF  
Y O U R  P U R C H A S E .  

BRING THIS IN OR JUST  
TELL US YOU SAW IT.

Does not apply to alcohol or 
delivery. Expires 11/25/14
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Over the Rainbow
Unique toys find home in Tarrytown staple
By Jennifer Curington

1  Manager Tish Martinez and owner Stan-
ley Moore keep Over the Rainbow alive with a 
unique selection of quality toys and books. 

2  Moore said construction toys have stood the 
test of time and changing trends when it comes 
to what toys children put on their wish lists.

3  Over the Rainbow’s shelves are full of toys 
differing from those typically found on the  
mass market.

4  Games continue to be favorites for children 
and families to play together, Moore said. 

5  In the past few years Over the Rainbow has 
expanded its selection of books and their age 
range of interest. Moore said the business has 
seen much success in offering a wider book 
selection, and plan to make it a permanent fix.

BUSINESS

2727 Exposition Blvd.
512-477-2945
www.overtherainbowaustin.com
Hours: Mon.–Fri. 9:30 a.m.–5:30 p.m., 
Sat. 9:30 a.m.–5 p.m.

Over the Rainbow

F or almost 40 years a local toy store 
tucked away in Tarrytown has been 
selling unique alternatives to mass-

market toys and games. 
Over the Rainbow is located in a strip 

mall and features a plethora of unique 
dolls, trucks and stuffed animals immedi-
ately beyond its entrance. 

“The original idea was to have toys that 
were different from the mass-market kind 
of toys,” owner Stanley Moore said. “[Toys 
that are] more educational, to some degree, 
more quality oriented.”

Similar to the changing tides of Austin, 
Moore said he has come to realize toys, too, 
change in popularity throughout the years.

“When I started the business, there was 
no Toys R Us here. … There were a lot 
more toys you could buy that were actually 
manufactured in Europe,” he said. “These 
days, very little is manufactured in Europe 
or the U.S. It’s a business dominated by 
Chinese manufacturers.”

That shift made it difficult to find more 
unique toys, he said. However, Moore said 
Over the Rainbow continues to thrive 
with its staple selection of dolls, games 
and playsets.

The store’s book section has also ben-
efited from recent changes, now offer-
ing written content geared to age groups 

ranging from preschool to young adult. 
Over the Rainbow’s science-geared toys 
have also gained momentum with both 
boys and girls, Moore said.

“In the toy category, that’s a difficult one 
for boys because they’re typically more 
into the electronic stuff, which we really 
don’t carry. Girls we’re a little stronger in,” 
Moore said.

The store typically does not carry the 
so-called “hot item” of each holiday season 
because of the lack of stocked items from 
popular mass brands, he said. The store 
overcomes that adversity, Moore said, by 
being in a supportive neighborhood and by 
providing gifts that few children will have 
in their toy box. 

“We love the customers,” Manager Tish 
Martinez said. “We just help them in any 
way we can, visit with them. Some just 
come in to say ‘hi’ when they’re in the 
neighborhood.”

Despite the holiday season being just 
around the corner, Moore and Martinez 
said it is too early to peg what their top 
seller will be this year. 

Even though the store reaches its peak 
revenue from holiday shopping, Moore 
said Over the Rainbow also fares well 
year-round from repeat customers seeking 
unique birthday gifts.
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austin’s #1 home search website

Todd Bailey • c 512.289.0653 • toddbailey@realtyaustin.com • realtyaustin.com

Todd 
Bailey

512.289.0653
REALTOR®

Offered By Townbridge Homes
Bannister Acres - 
Casey & Bannister 
(78745)
$309k-$324k 
3 beds, 2.5 baths
1423 sqft -- 1480 sqft

Offered By Townbridge Homes
The Enclave At Valley View 
(78704)
$408k-$455k 
3 beds, 2.5 baths
1602 sqft -- 1821 sqft
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AUSTIN
512.480.0848   3825 Lake Austin Blvd, Ste 501

LAKE TRAVIS
512.263.3282   1005 RR 620 South

moreland.com

3929 SENDERO (greenbelt lot)

3 Bdrm | 2 Bath | Pool | $519,000

Kemper Richardson 512-673-0292

BRIDGES ON THE PARK #508
2 Bdrm | 2 Bath | $685,000

Nicole James 512-466-4608

8110 FM 2222
2 Bdrm | 2.5 Bath | $385,000

Doug Roberts 512-731-5105

4101 MCBRINE PLACE
4 Bdrm | 3 Bath | $999,999

Karen Liddy 512-971-0076

8318 LEWIS MOUNTAIN
5 Bdrm | 4 Bath | 3.31 Ac | $875,000

JoCarol Snowden 512-657-4441

1120 THURMAN BLUFF DR
3 Bdrm | 4 Bath | $649,900

Dianne Johnson 512-699-0619

WATERFRONT 2918 OESTRICK LN
8 Bdrm | 10 Bath | $7,695,000

Beth Carter 512-799-7427

1112 GILLESPIE PL  78704
3 Bdrm | 2.5 Bath | $714,900

Ginger Zanetti 512-293-3236

16805 HURST CREEK CIR | Waterfront “Tree House” near Lakeway
2 Bdrm | 2 Bath | ADA features | Great for primary/vacation/investment | $599,999

Ann Kimbriel 512-751-9341

3608 PINNACLE RD
4 Bdrm | 5.5 Bath | $1,165,000

Tiffany Peters 512-922-6309

7215 GENEVA DR  78723
5 Bdrm | 3 Bath | $299,000

Catherine Prather 512-297-8150

®

®

Austin’s Exclusive Affi liate

1607 W 8TH ST #B
3 Bdrm | 2F+2H Bath | $799,000

Tiffany Peters 512-922-6309

Moreland Properties
is pleased to announce

ANDREW WARE JD, REALTOR®

has joined our Austin office

512.484.3409 cell  512.480.0848 x191 ofc
andrew@moreland.com

800 W 5TH ST #708
2 Bdrm | 2 Bath | $1,250,000

Kim Collins 512-576-2847

3701 SOARING EAGLE CV
5 Bdrm | 5.5 Bath | $2,2249,900

Nancy Hardie 512-657-3181

605 | 607 TERRELL HILL DR
3 Units Available | from $599,000

Sean Kubicek 512-826-1135
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Executive Chef Roman Murphy (left) and General Manager AJ Eck (right) this year joined Culinary Direc-
tor Justin Raiford (center) to form the new Bess Bistro management team.
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Bess Bistro
New leadership, menu highlight fall changes

An established downtown Austin 
eatery is retooling in response 
to the city’s rapidly changing 

restaurant landscape.
Bess Bistro, having first opened in 

2006 as a French bistro with elements of 
New Orleans–inspired flavors, recently 
welcomed a new executive chef and a 
new general manager to help unveil a 
new fall menu, which debuted Sept. 8.

“Bess Bistro was good, but people 
weren’t pushing down the door the way 
we wanted them to,” said new General 
Manager AJ Eck, who came to Bess Bis-
tro after one year with LaV, a food truck 
turned-brick-and-mortar restaurant that 
opened earlier this year in East Austin.

The transition at Bess Bistro has been 
similar to her experience at LaV, Eck said.

“I kind of came in viewing this as 
another new opening,” she said. “We 
already had a great menu, but I’m able to 
bring a fresh perspective.”

Adding to that perspective is new 
Executive Chef Roman Murphy, whose 
past experience includes stints at 
Austin restaurants Jeffrey’s, Congress 
and Peche. Murphy said he has helped 
“elevate” many of Bess Bistro’s signature 
dishes by adding Asian, French and 
Spanish elements. 

“I want to bring this restaurant to fit 
in with all the other new restaurants [in 
Austin],” Murphy said. “I’m trying to 
help us stay ahead and stay relevant.”

The shift at Bess Bistro has been subtle 
and more than one year in the making, 
Director of Operations Justin Raiford 
said. Before Eck’s and Murphy’s arriv-
als, Raiford at the beginning of the year 
helped the restaurant secure a 1-acre 
certified organic farm immediately out-
side the city—much to the delight of his 
new executive chef.

“The farm is great to have at my dis-
posal,” Murphy said, explaining how he 
is able to craft menu items based on what 
is available each season. “I like to cook 
things I like to eat because the more of 
your soul you put in your food, the more 
it comes across that way to the customer.”

Eck is also working with Murphy 
to prepare a beverage program that 
complements many of his menu items. 
There are also plans, Eck said, to pair 
some menu items with certain drinks. 
She also plans to incorporate more bou-
tique spirits and rotating wines to the 
bar’s menu.

“I want people to come here and have 
something they can’t order anywhere 
else in town,” she said.

DINING

500 W. Sixth St.
512-477-2377 
www.bessbistro.com
Hours: Sun.–Thu. 4:30–10 p.m.,  
Fri.–Sat. 4:30–11 p.m.

Sister restaurant
Nearby Walton’s Fancy & Staple, 609 W. 
Sixth St., serves as the sister restaurant and 
daily bread provider of Bess Bistro.

Both restaurants are operated by the same 
company, which is co-owned by actress 
Sandra Bullock.

Walton’s Fancy & Staple first opened nearly 
50 years ago as a Westlake floral shop. The 
flower operation soon dwindled, and by 
2009 the business relocated downtown to 
become a bakery. 

Bullock’s sister, baker Gesine Bullock-Prado, 
helped oversee the initial transition, said 
Justin Raiford, director of operations for 
Bess Bistro and Walton’s Fancy & Staple.

Both businesses benefit from their unique 
historical venues, Raiford said. Bess Bistro 
is located in the Stratford Arms Building, 
which was constructed in 1918, he said, 
while the Walton’s building—long occupied 
by Fischer Brothers Grocery—was built as 
early as 1896.

The classic setting at Bess Bistro makes the 
restaurant an attractive work environment, 
General Manager AJ Eck said.

“I walked in, and said, ‘I want to work in this 
room every night,’” Eck said. “This place 
has so much character.”

The Stratford Arms Building was constructed in 
1918. Bess Bistro occupies the basement.

The duck breast ($26) comes with sweet potato 
puree, brown butter-roasted salsify, brussel-
sprouts and huckleberry demi.

Pan-seared diver scallops ($34) include sun-
choke puree, carrot risotto, sunflower sprouts, 
heirloom carrots and meuniere sauce.

By Joe Lanane

Bess Bistro

Angela Drury, D.P.M, F.A.C.F.A.S.

WWW.ANGELAFOOTDOCTOR.COM   |   2312 WESTERN TRAILS SUITE #103, AUSTIN, TX 78745   |   (512) 382-0773

Dear Dr. Angela– 

I’m training for a 
marathon. What 
should I do to 
protect my feet?

– “Stride Runner 
South Austin”

Hi “Stride Runner South Austin”– 

Good timing! Our office is actually a sponsor of the Austin Runner’s 
Club Distance Challenge, which is a series of races the next few months 
culminating with a Marathon!

For the participants and our patients, we have a few tips to maintain 
health and achieve performance results. First, we recommend verifying 
your shoe size and learning about your foot arch, then buying shoes 
accordingly to prevent injury. Similarly, choosing socks which are 
appropriate in size and quality will dissuade blisters. For these 
reasons, we suggest shopping at specialty shoe stores which have 
trained staff to assist you. You can also consult a podiatrist or foot 
specialist to determine your foot type, and should injuries occur, 
assist you with custom-made orthotics and/or treatments.

For more information and advice, call my office at (512) 382-0773.

Running a Marathon?

Plan with Dr. Angela!
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World Class Racing, Meet World Class Living.

Southwest Office: Barton Creek    
2700 Barton Creek Blvd.  
Austin, TX 78735    
512.328.0058 

Central Office: Westlake    
4301 Westbank, Bldg. B, Ste. 100  
Austin, TX 78746    
512.327.4800

West Office: Bee Cave     
13420 Galleria Circle Ste. A-105 
Austin, TX 78738    
512.261.0008 

Northwest Office: Spicewood    
8008 Spicewood Lane  
Austin, TX 78759    
512.345.2100 

For San Antonio Locations Visit KuperRealty.com   •   All of our Austin locations are within 30± minutes of Circuit of the Americas

 

Photo Courtesy of gumptrade.com - MENGS® F1 Key Chain Motor Sport Formula 1 Racing Car Keyring Keychain

We Know Something About Taking the Lead • The #1 Broker for $1M+ Listings in Austin 
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Nonprofit Roundup
Updates about Austin’s philanthropic efforts

NONPROFIT

1  Through Dec. 1 submissions will be 
accepted for Tiny Victories, an architectural 
design competition that aims to provide safe 
homes for the Central Texas homeless. The goal 
is to submit micro-home housing concepts to 
be part of Community First! Village, a 27-acre 
East Austin community created by Mobile 
Loaves & Fishes that is geared toward disabled 
and homeless Central Texans. Finalists will be 
announced Dec. 10, and homes will be built on-
site beginning in mid-2015. www.tinyvictories.org

2  A pink Austin Police Department 
patrol vehicle was unveiled Sept. 26 
as part of October’s National Breast 
Cancer Awareness Month. Austinites are 
encouraged to post photos with the APD 
vehicle to raise more awareness for breast 
cancer leading up to the Nov. 16 Race 
for the Cure event in downtown Austin, 
an annual fundraiser hosted by Susan G. 
Komen Austin. www.komenaustin.org

3  A new nonprofit group called Partners in 
Parenting will hold its first fundraiser from 7– 
10 p.m. Nov. 15. The private event will raise money 
to help cover program and operational costs for 
the group. Partners in Parenting aims to provide 
neighborhood-based support for new Austin 
parents through 12-week education sessions 
hosted by trained facilitators. www.pipaustin.org

4  Party For Good, a nonprofit excellence 
awards ceremony hosted by Greenlights 
for Nonprofit Success, will take place from 
6–9 p.m. Nov. 11 at the Four Seasons Hotel. 
Greenlights, an organization that consults with 
local nonprofits, will honor nominees in various 
categories, including Community Leader of 
the Year, Nonprofit Executive of the Year and 
Nonprofit of the Year—with three winners 

announced from small, medium and large 
organizations. Seats cost $100 for nonprofit 
members and $150 for the general public. 
www.greenlights.org

5  Latinitas, a nonprofit group that seeks to 
empower Latina youth through technology, will 
host its first Code Chica Conference from  
9 a.m.–4 p.m. Oct. 25 at the Austin Community 
College Eastview campus. The conference, 
geared toward girls ages 9–18, will include 
computer code workshops and other lessons 
in code languages. Registration costs $15 for 
non-Latinitas participants. www.laslatinitas.com

6  Down Syndrome Association of Central 
Texas on Oct. 19 held its annual Buddy Walk 
fundraiser, a 1-mile walk to promote Down 
Syndrome Awareness Month in October. The 
event aimed to raise $200,000 locally this year. 
www.dsact.org

7  The ninth annual Barkitecture 
fundraiser took place Oct. 19 in Triangle 
Park, showcasing uniquely designed 
doghouses created by Austin architects, 
designers and builders. The creations were 
auctioned with funds raised—the goal being 
$30,000 this year—going toward animal 
advocacy groups Austin Dog Rescue, Don’t 
Bully Me Rescue Texas, Meals on Wheels 
and More PALS program, Lizzy’s Hospice 
House, and Wags Hope & Healing.  
www.austinbarkitecture.com

8  Austin-based PBS station KLRU-TV 
announced Sept. 24 it was awarded a $200,000 
American Graduate community service grant 
from the Corporation for Public Broadcasting. 
The grant aims to raise awareness and reduce 
poor high school graduation rates in Central 

Texas. Dropouts cost the area $435 million 
annually, according to estimates. Austin ISD is 
among the partners helping to develop long-
term solutions to combating high dropout rates. 
www.klru.org/americangraduate

9  More than 10,000 students and 117 

Austin-area teachers benefited Sept. 9 from an 
$87,803.58 donation from Google to  
www.donorschoose.org, a crowdfunding 
website that helps fund teacher classroom 
requests. In total, 133 projects were funded in 
Travis, Williamson, Bastrop, Caldwell and Hays 
counties. www.donorschoose.org

Compiled by Joe Lanane
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Featured NONPROFIT

The Settlement Home for Children

Bargain hunting and donating to a 
good cause will come together at an 
upcoming sale hosted by The Settlement 
Home for Children. 

The Austin-based nonprofit from 
Nov. 6–9 will host its 39th annual 
Charity Garage and Estate Sale, which 
is its biggest fundraiser of the year to 
help the boys and girls the organiza-
tion supports.

“People will walk in and see how 
well-organized [the sale] is, how many 
people are there and how much mer-
chandise there is,” Executive Director 
Darcie DeShazo said. “It’s just pretty 
impressive, I think. It just shows how 
much work goes into it year-round. It’s 
a very well-oiled machine.”

The Palmer Events Center, 900 Bar-
ton Springs Road, will be packed with 
about 21 different categories of donated 
items for sale, DeShazo said. An exclu-
sive sale occurs Nov. 6 for those seeking 
access to the best items available. 

Event co-Chairwoman Wendy Allen 
said Settlement Home members check 
all the items when they are donated for 
quality. Nothing is sold that members 
would not buy themselves, she said.

“I think people get in their minds 
when they hear ‘garage sale’ that it’s 
going to be like a flea market, but 
people really do donate all the con-
tents of their homes to us sometimes,” 
DeShazo said.

For every dollar made, 91 cents 
supports Settlement Home’s services 
and programming. That includes its 
residential treatment center; adoption 

By Jennifer Curington

Volunteers prepare donations in anticipation of 
this year’s Settlement Home for Children Charity 
Garage and Estate Sale.
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1600 Payton Gin Road
512-836-2150
www.settlementhome.org

Payton Gin Rd.

Ohlen Rd.

183

and foster services; and food, housing, 
schooling and counseling. 

The organization strives to help chil-
dren—ranging from infants to people 
in their early 20s—who come from 
unstable living conditions so they may 
continue to grow and develop in a safer 
environment.

“When I talk to people about why 
they donate or volunteer, I think it’s 
based on the human connection,” 
DeShazo said. “I think there’s just a pull 
on the heartstrings to help children that 
haven’t had a fair shake at life.”

Each year the group touches about 250 
lives through its services, DeShazo said. 

PARTICIPATE IN A RESEARCH PROJECT TO LEARN TO ACCESS 
RELIABLE HEALTH INFORMATION ON THE INTERNET.

COMPUTER CLASSES FOR AGE 60 AND 
ABOVE.  CALL NOW TO ENROLL.
Computer classes are held twice a week, two hours each time, for four 
weeks. In addition to free computer training, participants will receive 
gift cards for full participation.

Where: Little Walnut Creek Public Library  
(835 W. Rundberg Ln., Austin, TX, 78758)
We will ask all participants to complete questionnaires before and after 
the class.  This study is being conducted by researchers in the School of 
Nursing and School of Information at UT Austin, led by Dr. Bo Xie.
This study has been approved by the University of 
Texas at Austin Institutional Review Board. Call 512-471-9407 for more information

boxie@utexas.edu

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR  
TO PURCHASE TICKETS, VISIT

WURSTFEST.COM
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Since 2011 the number of year-over-year 
home sales had increased each month until 
July and August based on data from Austin 
Board of Realtors, a real estate advocacy 
group that tracks area housing data. In 
September, however, homes sales bounced 
back, according to ABoR data, with a year-
over-year increase of 10 percent.

“It takes a long time to prescribe a trend,” 
said Emily Chenevert, ABoR’s director of 
public affairs. “We’re still in a really unique 
time in our local economy, so it’s a little dif-
ficult sometimes to assess what every statis-
tic means and you want to be careful not to 
look at them in a vacuum.”

However, the slight drop in year-over-
year home sales may be a sign Austin cannot 
keep growing at its present rate—roughly 
110 net people per day, according to city 
estimates—and a decline will eventually 
occur, HousingWorks Executive Director 
Mandy DeMayo said. HousingWorks is an 
affordable housing advocacy group.

“Every decade or so we hit a blip, so I’ve 
got to assume we’ve got a blip coming up, 
which will allow us to do some sort of market 
correction,” DeMayo said. “Rents will come 
down a little bit, landlords will be offering 
more concessions, those kind of things.”

The ‘missing middle’
Although no single reason can be 

Housing
Continued from | 1

attributed to this recent sales decline, 
many within the industry point to the 
city’s lack of housing that is affordable for 
an average Austinite’s budget.

A research and analysis group called 
Opticos hired by the city to find problems 
within Austin’s existing land development 
code affirmed that point, according to a 
code diagnosis document released in May 
as part of CodeNEXT, the process through 
which the city is rewriting its land devel-
opment code—a document that dictates 
development in Austin. Opticos said Aus-
tin’s lack of affordable housing—the so-
called “missing middle” that falls within 
a price range comfortable for median-
income Austin residents—might prevent 
the city from realizing its Imagine Austin 
comprehensive plan, a framework that 
guides Austin’s long-term development.

Although single-family homes are com-
mon in Central Austin, about 55 percent 
of the population rents their housing, said 
Kristan Arrona, vice president of the Aus-
tin Apartment Association. 

The younger generation flocking to Aus-
tin seems to lean more toward renting and 
are willing to sacrifice space to stay within 
their budget, Taylor Jackson, Austin Apart-
ment Association director of business devel-
opment said.

Opticos’ diagnosis suggested adding 
more duplexes, townhomes, multiplexes 
or apartment complexes to help fill in the 
missing middle gap.

“Once you get that taste of what it’s like 

THe ‘Missing middle’

Are you struggling with uncontrolled Type 2 
Diabetes and high blood pressure?

We are looking for participants in a clinical trial for an investigational 
treatment for uncontrolled Type 2 Diabetes and high blood pressure.

Eligible participants may receive:
• Study medication or a placebo
• Study-related care at no cost 
• Compensation for time and travel

Call 512-501-1953 or email
studyenrollment@discoverytrials.com

www.TinyPies.com
info@tinypies.com • 512.916.0184

Be the � anksgiving hero!
Why make one pie when you can pick up a 12 pack 
of Tiny Pies and give everyone their favorite flavor?

Be the � anksgiving hero!
Why make one pie when you can pick up a 12 pack 
of Tiny Pies and give everyone their favorite flavor?

Visit our new store:
5035 Burnet Rd, Austin, TX

Hours:
Monday-Friday: 10am-8pm    
Saturday: 9am-7pm
Sunday: closed

$69 NEW PATIENT SPECIAL
includes exam, xrays, oral cancer screening, a complete 

evaluation of teeth & gums, and teeth whitening. 

A $350 VALUE
Valid with new patients only. Some restrictions apply. 

Offer expires 11-25-14.

3801 S. Congress, Austin, TX

Amy Urban, DMD

love the mouth
www.urbandentistr y.com

512-440-5900

facebook.com/UrbanDentistr yAustin
Austin’s housing inventory is gradually 
increasing compared to last year, yet 

SINGLE-FAMILY HOME sales decreased 
3 percent and 4 percent in July and 
August, respectively, but rebounded 

with a 10 percent increase in September, 
according to ABoR data. Homes have 

also been selling at higher prices than last 
year since July. In September, the average 

home price in Austin was $308,514.

The amount of APARTMENTS leased steadily 
increased compared with last year, decreasing slightly 
in August before rising again in September, according 
to Austin Board of Realtors data. As demand for this 

housing option increases, so too has the median rental 
rate, rising to $1,500 the past few months.

As part of the city of Austin’s 
process of rewriting its land 
development code, officials 
placed analysis company 
Opticos in charge of finding 
the major flaws with existing 
code. Opticos published its 
findings in May, declaring that 
zoning districts that encourage 

SINGLE-FAMILY 
HOME

DUPLEX
MANSION 

APARTMENT
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to rent, there are just people who choose 
to rent instead of owning a home, and the 
only way for them to be happy is to be 
where they don’t have to worry about the 
maintenance, the lawn, the upkeep and all 
of that,” Arrona said. 

New generation, new trends
There is also a move to living in smaller 

and more affordable spaces, a sign 
younger residents might be making deci-
sions based on their lifestyles and limited 
budget, said Jackson.

There are a vast number of multifamily 
housing projects, or apartments, currently 
coming down the development pipeline, 
DeMayo said,  that will lessen the demand 
and could lower rent prices. 

The affordability of housing options in 
Austin is simply controlled by supply and 
demand, said Ward Tisdale, president of 
Real Estate Council of Austin, another 
industry advocacy group. To meet demand 
and lower prices, more supply must be cre-
ated, he said, and the easiest way to get more 
supply is by increasing density.

“It would be disingenuous for us to 
say that Austin is going to go back to the 
days when it was cheaper to live [here]. 
It’s never going to go there because it’s an 
attractive place to live; there are more peo-
ple that want to move here,” Tisdale said. 

Affordability: then and now
Slowing down demand requires slowing 

population growth, which could lead to a 

downward spiral for Austin, Tisdale said.
Finding a home costing less than $300,000 

is now considered affordable, Capitol Market 
Research President Charles Heimsath said, 
because the monthly mortgage would be 
about $2,000 a month. Heimsath’s group con-
ducts real estate market research and analysis.

“That would probably be the upper limit 
of affordability for most people,” Heimsath 
said. “Within the central core of Austin it’s 
very difficult to find anything affordable to 
purchase. Occasionally, someone will build 
a condominium with units in that price 
range. … Occasionally, you will find some-
thing, but it’s generally going to be a fixer-
upper if it’s a single-family home.”

Fifteen years ago finding a home below 
that price range would have been an easy 
task, Heimsath said.

Interest rates are expected to gradually 
increase in the next few years after years 
of historic lows, so achieving affordability 
could become even more difficult in Aus-
tin, said Brett Smith, director of research at 
Keller Williams Realty International.

“[Increased interest rates] will affect the 
rise in prices because one of the things Aus-
tin has gone through in the last few years is 
an enormous increase in prices,” Smith said. 
“That kind of increase is difficult to sustain 
over time.”

How much is your vote influenced by an individual 
candidate’s plan to tackle Austin’s affordability issues?

Take the poll online at impactnews.com/cta-poll

THe ‘Missing middle’

INTRODUCING

P. Craig Hobar, M.D.    Jeffrey Cone, Jr., M.D.

It is a privilege to provide patients with compassionate, highly 
personalized aesthetic surgical and non-surgical services. 

WELLSPRING PLASTIC SURGERY
911 W. 38th St, Ste 101| Austin, TX 78705

Direct: (512)600-2888 |  www.wellspringplasticsurgery.com
Located on the corner of 38th & Lamar

Facelift & Rejuvenation    Rhinoplasty    Eyelid Surgery
Facial Implants    Facial Fillers    Botox

Breast Augmentation    Liposuction 
Mommy Makeover    Tummy Tuck

WE ARE PROUD TO OFFER COMPLIMENTARY ONE-ON-ONE CONSULTATIONS.

Reliant Austin Medical 
Rehabilitation Hospital is the 
RIGHT CHOICE when it comes 
to choosing an Inpatient 
Rehabilitation Hospital. 
Patients surveyed would recommend 
Reliant Austin by greater than 95% to 
friends and family. If you or your loved 
one has suffered a life-changing illness or 
injury involving a physical or neurological 
disability, we provide the care you need 
to get your life back to normal.

330 W. Ben White Blvd. | Austin, TX
512.730.4800 | reliantaustin.com

Sterling Crest is nestled in a quiet, completely renovated gated community of only 47 residences. 
Featuring upscale, modern fi nishes and technology along with high quality craftsmanship. 

Priced starting at $169,900
One Bed Studio | One Bed Flat | One Bed Townhome

Two Bed Flat | Two Bed Townhome | Three Bed Townhome
NOW AVAILABLE!

www.SterlingCrestResidences.com

512-900-7999
sterlingcrestcondos@gmail.com

central. upscale.

TOWNHOMES and CONDOMINIUMS have 
decreased in sales since last year but have increased in 
price with the median not selling for less than $200,000, 
according to data from ABoR This housing option may 
seem like an apartment to some, but the difference is 
that residents of townhomes and condominiums own 
their living space, and apartments are lease-based.

“missing middle building types,” 
such as those seen here, are 
nearly absent from the code. 
That leads to a gap in available 
housing that is affordable for 
the average Austin resident, the 
consultant concluded.

LARGE MULTIPLEX, 
APARTMENT COMPLEX

TOWNHOME/
CONDOMINIUM

SMALL/LARGE 
MIXED USE
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Downtown
Continued from | 1

might result from the resolution, 
said Don Pitts, program manager 
of Austin’s Music and Entertain-
ment Office, a division of the city’s 
Economic Development Depart-
ment tasked with initially handling 
the proposal. 

“Conceptually, the idea is to cre-
ate an efficient process that could 
wrap together several permits 
into one primary permit, which 

While historic East Sixth Street has had its own personality for decades, other areas of downtown only recently 
have been carved out to create a series of downtown districts that are unique from one another—albeit many still 
cater to late-night entertainment. Community Impact Newspaper asked city officials, business owners and down-
town advocates to explain what the future holds for a few of these defined areas of downtown Austin.

Sources: City of Austin, Downtown Austin Alliance

DEFINING DOWNTOWN BY DISTRICTS could be called an entertainment 
license,” Pitts said.

District of interest
The entertainment license pro-

posal coincides with recent South 
by Southwest  concerns that 
downtown Austin’s most historic 
district, East Sixth Street—affec-
tionately known as “Dirty Sixth” 
by many locals—is “severely over-
crowded” during the annual music 
and media conferences.

That statement has reignited 
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SECOND STREET

Construction will start in the coming 
months on a new bridge over Shoal 
Creek that connects to the Seaholm 
District. Also, a Second Street 
extension from San Antonio Street 
to West Avenue will be built with a 
festival street concept similar to the 
proposal on East Sixth Street.
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CONVENTION CENTER
Third Street, currently under 
construction, will soon include 
protected bike lanes from the 
Convention Center to Shoal Creek.
“It will be pretty unique to have a 
protected bike lane through the 
heart of a downtown,” said Howard 
Lazarus, director of Austin’s Public 
Works Department.
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CONGRESS AVENUE
“When we started with a full strategy 
to revive Congress Avenue six years 
ago, what community members 
really felt was missing was that 
street-level pedestrian experience,” 
said Downtown Austin Alliance 
Associate Director Molly Alexander, 
who estimated the corridor will need 
a full makeover by 2024.

EAST SIXTH STREET
“There was a point five or six years 
ago when you could effectively say 
‘bar district’ and be talking about 
East Sixth Street, but that’s not 
necessarily true anymore,” said Chef 
Shawn Cirkiel, whose restaurant 
Parkside is located in the historic 
downtown district. “The city has 
really evolved to now have multiple 
late-night districts.”
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as parallel parking spots during 
non-peak hours, is a type of Great 
Street, Kinney said, but it is not the 
right street for East Sixth Street.

Instead, his alternative proposes 
angled parking that adds 50 per-
cent more spots, while the city plan 
at times reduces parking by nearly 
half, Kinney said. He is also advo-
cating for uncovering the original 
brick streetway currently hidden 
by asphalt, although the exact cost 
for his proposal is uncertain.

“That whole process can be 
done in a matter of weeks rather 
than the years the city would take 
to do what they want to do and at a 
fraction of the cost,” he said.

Schmidt, a downtown retail busi-
ness owner who supports the city 
proposal, admits any disruption 
longer than three to six months can 
kill a business, but that is not the 
goal of the festival street proposal.

“Everybody understands you 
don’t want to kill the Golden 
Goose and kill the fun,” Schmidt 
said. “Most of the adults in the 
room agree this is a really impor-
tant development that will help 
turn the corner for Sixth Street.”

debate among downtown stake-
holders about how best to manage 
downtown’s entertainment dis-
tricts, particularly along East Sixth 
Street where there are 59 full-time 
bars and numerous other pop-up 
events during SXSW, said Molly 
Alexander, associate director of 
the Downtown Austin Alliance, 
an advocacy group seeking to pre-
serve and enhance downtown’s 
value and vitality.

“The bars can remain, but they 
can also add more daytime uses,” 
Alexander said, citing one example 
in which Turf N’ Surf Po’Boy took 
over the previously underutilized 
kitchen at Lavaca Street Bar in the 
Warehouse District. “It’s about cre-
ating a richer, fuller experience in 
the entertainment districts.”

Alexander said DAA throughout 
the years has helped recruit non-
bar uses to East Sixth Street such as 
Easy Tiger and Alamo Drafthouse 
Cinema. In addition, owner Fred 
Schmidt operates All About Music, 
a retail store that recently relocated 
within the party district.

Sales during SXSW normally 
reach levels seen during the holi-
day shopping season, but business 
has been down the past few years, 
said Schmidt, who also owns Aus-
tin Rocks and Toy Joy in down-
town’s Second Street District. 

“Downtown is not currently 
known much as a place to shop, 
but Second Street is starting to 
change that equation,” he said.

By better regulating activity 
using the proposed entertainment 
license, Schmidt said the East Sixth 
Street district could also become 
rejuvenated through new uses.

“It’s the only way to get it done 
because it may take too long or 
never happen organically on Sixth 
Street,” he said.

Shannon Sedwick, owner of 
Esther’s Follies, a downtown enter-
tainment staple the past 37 years, 
serves as the long time president 
of 6ixth Street Austin, also called 
the Old Pecan Street Association, 
a group of East Sixth Street busi-
nesses. She said she has watched 
the cyclical nature of historic Sixth 
Street and that more diverse uses 
will come to the corridor as the 
market allows.

“Change is going to have to hap-
pen on its own rather than have 
the city or the DAA dictate that we 
must have a certain amount of one 
business,” Sedwick said.

Sixty percent of East Sixth Street 
business owners agreed to renew a 
five-year service plan between the 
city, effective Oct. 1, to keep the 
East Sixth Street Public Improve-
ment District intact. The East Sixth 

Find related stories at impactnews.com. 
Keyword Search

downtown, SXSW, festival street

Street PID taxes businesses and 
uses that money to fund improve-
ments in the historic corridor.

East Sixth Street business own-
ers generally support more safety 
and permitting regulations, but 
that is not likely to result in more 
daytime uses or reduce how many 
people visit Austin each SXSW 
season, said Allen Kaplan, consul-
tant for 6ixth Street Austin.

“We’re all for more restaurants 
and more diverse entertainment, 
but you’re not going to get a bou-
tique that sells soap on a rope [on 
East Sixth Street],” he said. “That’s 
fine for Second Street, but that’s 
not fine for Sixth Street.”

‘Festival’ vs. historic street
Opinions are also divided on the 

best long-term look for East Sixth 
Street. The city last year proposed 
repurposing the historic corridor 
into a festival street, the same con-
cept planned for Second Street. 

The $19 million proposal has 
mostly remained unchanged since 
first being proposed because no 
funding is available, said Howard 
Lazarus, director of the city’s Public 
Works Department. Bond money 
would most likely be needed to help 
fund the project, he said.

Reaction so far has been mostly 
positive, Lazarus said, although 

some business owners have 
expressed concern about any dis-
ruptions construction might cause. 

“Sixth Street is an Austin icon, 
so any time you do something 
there, you’re going to have some 
strong passion,” he said. “Most 
stakeholders support the concept 
and are excited about it.”

The construction contract could 
be written to incentivize builders 
to be efficient and as nondisruptive 
as possible, Lazarus said.

But construction is not as much 
of a concern as historic preserva-
tion, said Chef Shawn Cirkiel, who 
has served as vice president on the 
6ixth Street Austin board the past 
four years.

“One thing they don’t build any 
more is history,” Cirkiel said. “Any 
time you talk about strangling 
some of that energy, it’s a little 
stressful for everybody because of 
the unknown [factors].”

6ixth Street Austin business own-
ers instead endorse an alternative 
proposal from Girard Kinney, prin-
cipal of Kinney Architects Inc. and a 
co-author of the city’s Great Streets 
proposal, which calls for dedicating 
approximately 50 percent of a street 
corridor to pedestrians.

The festival street concept, 
which eliminates curbs in favor 
of a flexible lane that doubles 

Sources: City of Austin Public Works Department, Kinney Architects Inc.
EAST SIXTH STREET PROPOSALS

The city of Austin last year proposed revamping historic East Sixth Street into 
a festival street in which the southern parallel parking lane is converted to a 
managed travel lane that can be used as a third lane for through traffic during 
peak periods. Northern parallel parking spots would remain intact. 

Parking

Parking 
lane

Travel lane 
(managed)

Sidewalk Sidewalk

Businesses Businesses

Bike lane

Travel lanes Travel lanes

Original  
brick road

Bollard

Some business owners in the historic East Sixth Street district paid for developing 
an alternative design that creates head-in angled parking and returns the road to 
its original brick surface, which remains under several inches of asphalt. Bollards 
would be used to cut off street parking during peak pedestrian usage.

Business owners’ alternative  conceptCity’s ‘festival street’ concept 
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Rail
Continued from | 1

of the $1 billion plan agree a multimodal approach is neces-
sary for aiding traffic congestion. They disagree on the means 
to the end.

“We must have an extensive rail transit system through-
out the city one day,” said Lyndon Henry, a rail advocate and 
transportation planning consultant. “In order to get there 
we have to spend our dollars wisely. We can’t be spending 
huge amounts of money and soaking up the oxygen, so to 
speak, with one project. We’re not going to be able to afford 
to extend the [system] throughout the city like we need to.”

Urban rail basics
Urban rail is a combination of streetcars and light rail. 

Unlike MetroRail—a commuter rail line with its own grade-
separated tracks—urban rail would operate in the street. 
Urban rail Project Lead Kyle Keahey said rail would be in its 
own guideway and separated from vehicle traffic with a curb.

Keahey said the system would be powered by overhead 
power lines and would not require crossing gates to travel 
through traffic signals. Trains would not block intersections 
and take no longer than a bus to get through a traffic signal.

“What we want to be able to do is to establish priority for 
the [rail cars]” Keahey said. “That means we have to tinker 
with the [traffic] signal system to give them that priority.”

Urban rail would operate in the existing median on River-
side Drive. On Trinity Street one lane of traffic and parking 
would be eliminated. Keahey said garage access to buildings 
would be preserved, but planners have not determined if rail 
would run in the center of the road or on either side. On Red 
River Street, Keahey said the city has less right of way for 
operation, and rail might have to share lanes with vehicles.

The total cost for the urban rail plan is $1.38 billion in 2020 
dollars. If the city and FTA each allocate $600 million, nearly 
$200 million of the project would remain unfunded. To 
make up the difference, Keahey said the city could reduce 
the scope of the project, identify other funding sources or  
reduce costs through value engineering.

“We haven’t trimmed costs,” he said. “We’ve been very 
careful in making sure we didn’t underestimate our costs.”

Location, location, location
Henry, a former Capital Metro board member, represents 

the Our Rail political action committee of transit supporters 
who support an alternative urban rail route on North Lamar 
Boulevard and Guadalupe Street. This route is similar to the 
failed light rail plan from 2000.

He said the proposed route included in Prop. 1 misses the 
third-densest residential community in the state—West Cam-
pus. Many communities and businesses along Guadalupe/
Lamar already support rail in that corridor and spent years 
studying it and implementing rail into neighborhood plans.

“We have a responsibility to those neighborhoods and 
all those residents who not only put time, effort and brain 
power into all this but their hopes,” he said. “... We want to 
put that back together.”

Smiley said rail advocates should be supportive of any 
transit solution that aims to aid congestion, and she has con-
cerns about Our Rail’s claim of bringing a new plan to voters 
in two or three years if Prop. 1 fails. 

“If we could agree that this is the first segment of a system 
that [eventually] will be built to include Guadalupe/Lamar, 
then we can begin today,” she said. “We’d be a lot closer to 
the result they want than we will be if this fails and we have 
to start over.”

She said planners studied several high-capacity transit cor-
ridors and sought the best plan to submit to the FTA. Because 
Capital Metro received $38.1 million for MetroRapid buses 
in the Guadalupe/Lamar corridor, she said FTA officials indi-
cated it likely would not fund rail for the same corridor.

“Why would we double up on one corridor at the expense 

of other corridors that need that kind of service?” she said.
Scott Morris with Our Rail disputes this and said a Capital 

Metro memo indicates if the city reassessed its transit priori-
ties on the corridor, the FTA would consider funding other 
options. He said Lamar is also one of the most congested 
roadways in the city and cannot be ignored any longer.

“[Light rail] provides very localized congestion relief,” he 
said. “When the outlying areas say they have lost connection 
to their downtown … they’re not saying rail is not the answer. 
What they’re saying is this rail package is not the answer.”

Morris said it is the wrong plan to submit to the FTA 
because it speculates on economic development and passes 
through 1.6 miles of tax-exempt land near UT and the Capitol.

Transit options
Not everyone will use the urban rail line, but supporters 

say having transit options is necessary. Ted Siff, president 

of the Austin Environmental Democrats, said the club 
endorsed Prop. 1 as well as city bonds in 2010 and 2012 for 
transportation improvements such as roads and sidewalks.

“What’s reflective of the club’s support of all three of these 
is the real issue of getting more choice to the individual user 
in a number of ways,” he said.

From a business perspective, Silicon Labs CEO Tyson 
Tuttle said the city needs more transportation options.

“As people come here it’s just continued to get more and 
more congested,” he said. “That’s why you need different 
options and different modes to give people ... besides just 
sitting in your car.”

Patrick Goetz with grass-roots urbanist group AURA said 
the organization supports less-costly transit options such 
as expanding the city’s bus system and allowing for greater 
density near transit corridors to build ridership.

“Rail is never ever going to reduce congestion,” he said. 

Source: Project Connect

The proposed 9.5-mile urban rail route would connect East Riverside Drive to Austin Community College’s 
Highland campus. Along that route are several employment hubs, new development and opportunities for housing, 
including affordable housing. Rail is part of the Project Connect regional transportation plan, and planners say the 
route would attract an average of 18,000 daily riders and take an estimated 10,000 cars off area roadways every 
weekday. The route would have 16 stations and four Park & Ride facilities, each with 500 parking spots.

The road to rail
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ACC Highland: ACC opened its 
ACCelerator learning lab in the 
former J.C. Penney store in August. 
The college district is asking voters 
to approve a $386 million bond and 
3 cent tax cap increase Nov. 4 for 
additional learning space.

Dell Medical School: Construction 
is underway on the campus, which 
will include a teaching hospital, 
research building and medical 
offices. The campus will anchor 
the Innovation Zone and could host 
more than 2,000 jobs.

Capitol Complex: The Texas 
Facilities Commission is evaluating 
the state’s underused properties 
to repurpose them. About 13,000 
people work in the complex, 
and the state could move 6,000 
additional jobs to the complex.

Capital Studios: The first downtown 
affordable housing complex built in 
more than 45 years will open by early 
November. Foundation Communities 
owns the site, which has 135 units 
with 27 units designated for the 
chronically homeless.
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and 506 apartments, of which 94 
units opened in late summer.
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“It’s disingenuous to say that it will. What rail does is give 
you transportation choices.”

Affordability
Mandy De Mayo—executive director of HousingWorks 

Austin, a research, policy, advocacy and education organiza-
tion—said there is a clear link between transit and housing.

“[Transit] opens the door for more intentional location 
of affordable housing rather than just taking advantage of 
whatever site comes up for sale,” she said. “If we’re really 
being intentional about where we’re locating affordable 
housing, [it needs to be] in proximity to transit.”

De Mayo said urban rail would allow the city to real-
ize the Imagine Austin comprehensive plan that envisions 
compacted and connected communities where people of all 
income levels live in proximity to work, play and school.

Although HWA’s board unanimously endorsed the urban 

rail plan because of opportunities for new affordable hous-
ing, it recognized some voters could struggle to pay addi-
tional taxes while not receiving any direct benefit.

“It’s part of the city’s infrastructure, just like schools and 
parks,” De Mayo said, adding affordable housing and trans-
portation are critical to the city’s infrastructure.

Roger Falk of advocacy group Travis County Taxpay-
ers Union said the proposed plan is better for developers  
than residents.

“Rail-based development is [largely] a product of taxpayer 
giveaways,” he said. “… What happens to people who have 
been living here and are priced out of area?”

Roads most traveled
Falk also takes issue with Prop. 1 paying for road projects 

on state highways. He said the city also should not spend 
money to identify where the traffic is but on specific solutions 

For related stories at  
impactnews.com. Keyword Search Austin urban rail, Vote 2014
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The roads most traveled
If voters approve spending $600 million on an urban rail route, the city 
would be required to secure $400 million in funding, likely by selling 
bonds, for significant regional road projects and corridor studies. City 
Council approved the 2014 Strategic Mobility Plan on June 26, and in 
that plan are the projects the city would fund using the road bonds.

 I-35 integrated traffic-
management center: $30 million

To provide assistance before, 
during and after construction 
projects, the city would incorporate 
a traffic-management center to 
allow transportation agencies to 
communicate with each other and 
manage traffic flow. New technology 
could include additional cameras and 
dynamic message signs to alert drivers 
of construction delays or closures with 
options for route alternatives.

 Riverside Drive at I-35:  
$120 million

The project would build new access 
ramps and construct circulation and 
distribution lanes. These lanes would 
allow drivers to access downtown 
streets by exiting the I-35 main lanes 
and passing under the bridge at 
Riverside to avoid the traffic signal. 
The Riverside overpass would also be 
reconstructed to accommodate urban 
rail, although this is a minor piece of 
the construction project.

 I-35 at Oltorf, Stassney and William 
Cannon: $90 million

The three overpasses would be rebuilt 
with U-turn lanes and additional room 
for a new lane to be constructed on I-35 
called the Future Transportation Corridor. 
The FTC would provide one new lane of 
traffic in each direction, although the type 
of lane—such as general-purpose, HOV or 
tolled—has not been determined. The city 
would partner with TxDOT on the project.

  SH 71 connectors to ABIA: 
$81.5 million; future urban rail 
extension: $34 million

The SH 71 direct connectors would allow 
for faster access into Austin-Bergstrom 
International Airport and provide relief 
to the interchange at US 183. The first 
project would require rebuilding the 
US 183 interchange with a new grade-
separated overpass at Riverside Drive 
to accommodate a future urban rail 
extension to ABIA.

 Corridor studies, safety 
improvements: $36 million

Corridor studies on Loop 360, RM 620, RM 
2222, Parmer Lane and RM 1826 would 
look for options to improve congestion with 
short- mid- and long-term solutions. Any 
safety issues such as adding additional 
turn lanes or medians or making signal 
modifications could also be implemented. 
The community would be involved in 
developing solutions. Some projects could 
be constructed, and others could require 
additional funding for environmental work.

 Lamar Boulevard: $5 million 
A corridor study primarily between US 
183 and Lady Bird Lake for congestion 
and safety improvements as well as to 
study the road for an urban rail extension 
or other forms of high-capacity transit.

 High-capacity transit corridor 
studies: $3.5 million 
The city would also study where to 
expand high-capacity transit, such as 
urban rail or rapid buses, to the Mueller 
development, East Austin, the Seaholm 
development, and to South and Southwest 
Austin. Areas of study in the south could 
include South Congress Avenue, Oak 
Hill, Circle C, MoPac and South Lamar 
Boulevard. Studies would identify what 
mobility, traffic safety, bike and pedestrian 
improvements are needed.Source: City of Austin
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Proposed  
urban rail route

local perspectives

JEREMY MARTIN  
Senior vice president of government 
relations and regional infrastructure at the 
Greater Austin Chamber of Commerce

“The chamber supports two significant 
transportation propositions on the November ballot: the 
city’s $1 billion bond and the state Proposition 1 that would 
divert money toward Texas roadways. Both city of Austin 
and state of Texas voters will have the opportunity to invest 
in our vital mobility infrastructure. These propositions will 
fund high-priority construction projects in our heaviest traffic 
areas as well as additional projects in the future.

Unless we take action now to address our traffic problem, 
Austin’s fundamental character will be permanently changed. 
[The city has] a plan that will improve I-35 in the near future 
and accelerate improvements on Loop 360, RM 1826, 
RM 2222, RM 620 and Parmer Lane.”

CAROLYN PALAIMA  
President of the Hancock Neighborhood 
Association

HNA voted Oct. 8 to not support the urban rail 
and road bond. Prior to the meeting the asso-

ciation met with representatives from Project Connect and 
the city and formed its own Urban Rail Working Group.

“Light rail needs to work well with land use. The city has 
engaged in advance with development planning along 
Airport Boulevard and in Mueller, however the route along 
Red River [Street] was decided without engaging the 
Hancock neighborhood on potential development along our 
segment of the route and anticipated impacts. Historically, 
property fronting rail lines turns commercial and/or suffers 
degradation of single-family residences along the route.”

Palaima said HNA also has concerns about the effect of 
urban rail on the intersection of I-35 and Red River.

LARRY GRAHAM 
Chairman of the Downtown Austin Alliance

“Traffic has become a huge problem in Austin; 
it costs us time and money, and it’s damaging 
the character of our beloved city. Austin needs 

a bold solution, and we believe a $1 billion investment in 
transportation, including roads and rail, is the correct solution. 
Proposition 1 doubles the value of our investment by requiring 
that local money will be matched with federal dollars. 

“Today over 46,000 people live and 96,000 people work 
within a half-mile of the proposed rail line. When the 
Dell Medical School, ACC Highland campus and other 
projects come on line, these numbers are projected 
to increase dramatically. It is time we approve Prop. 1 and 
make this investment for current and future generations 
and positively shape the city we love.” 

for RM 620, RM 2222 and Loop 360.
“[The city is] not turning a shovel of dirt. I ask people all 

the time, … and most people don’t know [that],” he said.
He added that repayment on the $400 million worth of 

road bonds would be expensive. Falk said repayment is a two-
to-one cost meaning for every $1 the city borrows, it pays $2.

Robert Spillar, director of the city of Austin’s Transporta-
tion Department, said the city sees itself as a partner in pro-
viding solutions for regional traffic congestion. He said the 
$400 million plan features keystone projects that could lead 
to other funding opportunities for construction.

“We don’t want this region to be in a position where we’re 
not ready to go to construction on major regionally signifi-
cant projects,” he said.

Representatives of neighborhood associations in the 
Central Austin area and the Greater Austin Chamber of 
Commerce discuss the proposed urban rail bond that 
voters will decide on Nov. 4.

Compiled by Amy Denney

ABIA

Lake Travis

Map not to scale
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HYDE PARK
307 W 43rd St
2 BD 1 BA +/-884 SQ FT
Listed by Jen Butel
512.228.9111

GRANDVIEW PLACE
2206 E 14th St #B
3 BD 3 BA +/-1,463 SQ FT
Listed by Ami Davis
512.297.8251

SPRING CONDO
300 Bowie St #1808
1 BD 1 BA +/-698 SQ FT
Listed by Peter van Kooij
512.903.5455

STREET PLACE CONDO
4107 E 12th St
3 BD 3 BA +/1,706 SQ FT
Listed by Tom Thornton
512.636.0672

SENATE HILLS 
5324 Krueger Ln
4 BD 2.5 BA +/-2,222 SQ FT
Listed by Shawn Rooker
512.789.2062

ALLANDALE NORTH 
2010 Pompton Dr
3 BD 2 BA +/-2,063 SQ FT
Listed by Jennifer Mehis
512.217.1887

HYDE PARK
306 W 44th St
2 BD 1 BA +/-1,203 SQ FT
Listed by Amy Bernhard
512.534.8847

BOULDIN CREEK 
906 W Gibson St
4 BD 2.5 BA +/-2,900 SQ FT
Listed by Carl Shurr
512.944-5977

realtyaustin.com  •  512.241.1300 •        fb.com/realtyaustinrealtyaustin.com  •  512.241.1300 •        

Southwest
4301 W William Cannon Dr #200, Austin, TX 78749

Westlake
3801 N Capital of Tx Hwy #J-180, Austin, TX 78746

Central
1209 W 5th St #300, Austin, TX 78703   

Northwest
10526 W Parmer Ln #425, Austin, TX 78717 

Lake Travis
2418 RR 620 South #200, Lakeway, TX 78738
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Realty Austin Citywide Open House
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Just Listed

Sunday, November 2nd, 2014
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City of Austin’s $1 billion rail/road bond 
would increase homeowners’ tax bills
By Amy Denney

Austin voters will decide on a $1 billion 
rail and road bond Nov. 4 that would raise 
homeowners’ taxes by hundreds of dollars.

To pay off the $1 billion bond, the city 
would need to increase the debt service 
property tax rate by 6.25 cents, said Deputy 
Chief Financial Officer Greg Canally. The 
average annual cost to a homeowner with a 
$200,000 home would be $217.

The debt service tax rate, currently at 
11.23 cents, is part of the city’s overall tax 
rate of 48.09 cents per $100 of property 
valuation. It pays for the city’s debt, such as 
paying off bonds, Canally said.

The city still has $315 million worth 
of bonds to issue from bond programs 
approved in 2006, 2012 and 2013, but those 
will not affect the tax rate, Canally said.

“To be able to issue any [new authorized] 
bonds it would require a tax rate increase 
above our current rate,” he said. “That’s 
what we mean by our bond rate capacity.”

The official bond language asks voters 
to approve $600 million in 20-year public 
improvement bonds for the urban rail sys-
tem. If voters approve the Nov. 4 bond, the 
city could only start construction on rail 
if it secures $400 million in funding for 

road projects and corridor studies and if it 
receives a matching grant of $600 million 
from the Federal Transit Administration 
for the rail project.

Project Lead Kyle Keahey said the city 
would spend some of the bond money 
before submitting the project to the FTA in 
2017 for consideration of funding. 

“As we go forward with this process, we 
would be drawing down on some of those 
bond funds to be able to fund the environ-
mental and planning process,” he said.

The city still needs to fund the prelimi-
nary engineering phase and going through 
the National Environmental Protection 
Act process, Keahey said.

To fund the road projects, Canally said 
the city would sell $400 million worth of 
nonvoter-approved state highway bonds 
and repay the bonds through the debt ser-
vice tax rate. The first increase to the debt 
service tax rate would occur in late 2015 
with increases of about 1 cent occurring 
every year for six years. Multiyear proj-
ects require selling the bonds over several 
years, he said.

“With big capital projects, it takes a long 
time to build them, whether it’s a building 
or urban rail system,” Canally said.
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BREAKING DOWN THE BOND’S IMPACT

Sources: City of Austin, HousingWorks Austin, Travis County

The city of Austin is asking voters to approve selling $600 million in bonds for 
the urban rail proposal. If approved the city would sell an additional $400 million 
in bonds for road projects. The total $1 billion package would increase the debt 
service property tax rate by 6.25 cents from 11.23 cents to 17.48 cents per 
$100 valuation. The effect on homeowners’ tax bills will be $217 annually for a 
$200,000 home. The chart below shows the annual increase on tax bills based 
on the median home value in each City Council district. Calculations assume an 
average 4 percent inflation for home values.
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Fall Fashion is Here

bring in this ad for

20% off 
one regularly priced 

top, pant or sleepwear

Thanks for 
shopping 

Austin!

Maternity/Nursing Fashions  •  Bras & Undies
     Chic Baby Fashions & Accessories  •  Breastpump Sales/Rentals/Parts

Gliders  •  Classes  •  Lactation Consulting 

presents
authentic pig roast featuring central texas’ top chefs  •  premium wines  •  live music

P r o c e e d s  s u P P o r t  A u s t i n  F o o d  &  W i n e  A l l i A n c e  c u l i n A r y  G r A n t  P r o G r A m

star hill ranch

15000 Hamilton Pool Rd 
austin, tX 78738

j u s t  2 5  m i n u t e s  w e s t  o f  d o w n t o w nsunday
november 23
1-4pm

AustinFoodWineAlliance.orgtickets $85

John Tesar ,  Knife  •  rebecca Masson, fluff BaKe Bar  •  PeTer Maffei, finn & Porter  •  Mark schMidT, BlacKBird & Henry 

Lawrence   kocurek, counter 3. five. vii   •   Janina   o’Leary, lav   •   andrew   wisehearT, contigo   •   ronnie  kiLLen, Killen’s BBQ 

aLMa  aLcocer-ThoMas, el alma restaurante y Bar  •  ben  runkLe, bryan  buTLer  &  Josh  Jones, salt & time ButcHer sHoP & salumeria 

John baTes & brandon MarTinez, noBle sandwicH co  •  krisTine kiTTreLL, weatHer uP  •  Jeff baLfour, soutHerleigH 

Mari soTo, wHole foods marKet®  •  rene orTiz, angry Bear  •  Jason sTude, congress  •  robyn Mayo, tHe carillon 

MaT cLouser, swift’s attic/wu cHow  •  MichaeL foJTasek & Grae nonas, olamaie  •  Tara royer sTeeLe, royers Pie Haven

Angel BegAye ,  Trace  •  HArold MArMulstein ,  SalTy Sow  •  steve McHugH ,  cured  •  BrAndon Fuller ,  café JoSie
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*No purchase necessary to enter or win.  Taylor Morrison of Texas, Inc. (Austin Division) is offering the 2014  Home Field Advantage Sweepstakes (the “Promotion”) in which it will award one (1) Grand Prize  more particularly described in the Official Rules found at the website below or upon request from an Austin 
Community Sales Associate via a random selection from all eligible entrants who enter during the Promotion Period. The Promotion begins at 12:00:01 AM Central Time (“CT”) on September 2, 2014 and ends at 11:59:59 PM CT on October 31, 2014 (the “Promotion Period”). The Promotion is open only to legal 
residents of the fifty (50) United States and the District of Columbia (excluding Puerto Rico and all other U.S. territories) who are 21 years of age or older at time of Promotion registration. To receive one (1) entry in the Promotion, please visit www.taylormorrisontailgate.com during the Promotion Period and complete 
the registration form with your e-mail address, first and last name, street address, city, state, zip code, and phone number, (“Registration Entry”).   There is a limit of one (1) Registration Entry submitted electronically per person/e-mail during the Promotion Period. You may also tour one or more of our Austin Area 
communities during the Promotion Period to receive an additional “bonus entry” per each such visit.   The total Approximate Retail Value (“ARV”) of all components in the Grand Prize is $10,000 and the odds of winning depend upon the number of eligible electronic and on-site entries received.  A visit to a Taylor 
Morrison (Austin Division Sales Office, an opt-in to receive information from the Sponsor, an inquiry regarding a Taylor Morrison home and/or the purchase of a Taylor Morrison home) have no impact or bearing in the winner selection process and do not increase an entrant’s chance of winning. Actual prizes awarded, 
of equal or comparable value comprising the Grand Prize, may differ from prizes shown in promotional materials. Potential winner’s entry is subject to verification by Sponsor, whose decision is final.   Winner is responsible for any applicable taxes. Void where prohibited or otherwise restricted by law. Sponsor reserves 
the right to modify, extend or terminate the Promotion at any time without further notice.  Promotion valid in Taylor Morrison’s Austin Division only.   For the complete Official Rules, please go to www.taylormorrisontailgate.com © September 2014, Taylor Morrison of Texas, Inc. (“Sponsor”).  All rights reserved.

taylormorrison.com

• 70” LED HDTV with Satellite Receiver

• Stainless Steel Gas Grill  

• 1,500 Dollar Catering Package 

• 1,000 Dollars in Groceries

• Team Jerseys for the Big Game

WINNER TAKES HOME THIS 
FIELD OF PRIZES*

WWW.TAYLORMORRISONTAILGATE.COM

ENTER FOR A CHANCE TO WIN THE 
$10,000 

ULTIMATE 
HOME TAILGATE PACKAGE*

SCORE THE ULTIMATE

Neighborhood data provided by 
Jennifer Korba

Realty Austin
512-600-9721
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REAL ESTATE

The Cherrywood neighborhood encompasses 
several smaller East Austin communities 
such as French Place, Delwood, Shieffer and 
others. The area is bounded by I-35, Airport 
Boulevard, Wilshire Boulevard and Manor 
Road. Nearby Patterson Park is named after 
one of the area’s early property owners and 
features a pool, tennis courts, basketball 
courts, sports fields, picnic areas and a 
playground. There is also nearby shopping 
available at Fiesta Mart, Delwood Shopping 
Center and Mueller Retail Center.

Cherrywood/Delwood

1310 Crestwood Road  $450,000

3 Bedroom / 2.5 Bath  1,656 sq. ft.
Agent: Reba Saxon, Teacher Realty
512-743-8775

3405 Banton Road  $349,999

3 Bedroom / 1 Bath  1,350 sq. ft. 
Agent: Amy Reinarz, Avalar Austin
512-589-0953

3801 Vineland Drive  $445,000

3 Bedroom / 2 Bath  1,608 sq. ft.
Agent: Kevin Phelps, Phelps Properties
512-443-8542

1723 E. 38 1/2 St.  $375,000

2 Bedroom / 1 Bath  881 sq. ft.
Agent: Sam Archer, Juice Homes LLC
512-633-4650

Recent listings

FEATURED NEIGHBORHOOD 

*As of 10/16/14

Build-out year: N/A

Builders include: Various 

Square footage: 700–4,000

Home values: $130,000–$500,000

HOA dues (estimated): None (voluntary HOA)  

Amenities: Delwood Shopping Center,  
Patterson Park, pool

Schools: Maplewood Elementary School,  
Kealing Middle School, McCallum High School

Property taxes (in dollars):

Austin ISD  1.2420 
City of Austin  0.5027 
Travis County  0.4946 
Travis County Hospital District  0.1290 
Austin Community College District  0.0949

Total (per $100 value) 2.4632

6

Homes on 
the market*

$5,100

Median annual 
property taxes

$325,000

Median 
home value

29

Average days 
on the market*

0

Homes under 
contract*

$286

Median price 
per square foot
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Market Data

On the market  (September 2014)
Number of homes for sale/Average days on the market

Price Range 78701 78702 78703 78704 78705 78722 78723 78731 78751 78756 78757

$149,999 or less – – 1/19 2/103 1/15 – – 1/109 – 1/51 1/5

$150,000–$199,999 1/8 2/81 3/15 6/54 2/65 – 3/47 – 2/56 1/19 2/9

$200,000–$299,999 3/73 19/77 6/68 17/40 9/63 3/76 26/48 1/111 8/75 2/27 7/53

$300,000–$399,999 10/59 39/89 4/24 26/38 9/86 5/42 20/53 6/46 9/63 4/55 11/56

$400,000–$499,999 10/56 22/57 5/45 26/66 5/88 4/36 11/32 8/61 7/109 3/67 11/47

$500,000–$599,999 4/64 7/88 8/68 17/68 5/42 – 6/46 16/62 1/145 2/12 4/61

$600,000–$799,999 4/58 10/60 16/59 27/79 3/49 – 2/89 16/81 4/76 3/47 4/38

$800,000–$999,999 2/156 – 10/80 18/41 1/26 – 5/43 9/120 3/42 – 1/22

$1 million + 21/118 3/87 30/133 6/154 – – – 11/170 – – 1/45

REAL ESTATE

Median price of homes sold  September 2013  vs.  September 2014

Residential real estate listings added to the market between 10/6/14 and 10/15/14 were included and provided by Austin Board of Realtors. Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this listing, 
Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

Recent Property Listings
ZIP code Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Price Sq. ft. Agent Agency Phone

78701 Austonian Condo Community 200 Congress Ave., Unit 14B 1br/1ba $950,000 1,295 Trey Phillips Moreland Properties 512-415-5424

78701 Brown Building Lofts Condominiums 710 Colorado St., Unit I-2 1br/1ba $389,500 1,191 Matthew Menard Keller Williams Realty 512-270-4769

78701 Milago Condominiums 54 Rainey St., Unit 617 1br/1ba $345,000 865 Vince Martinez Keller Williams Realty 512-785-4288

78702 Division A 3515 Gonzales St. 2br/1ba $317,000 732 Amy Bernhard Realty Austin 512-534-8847

78702 Glenwood 1707 Maple Ave. 4br/2ba $270,000 1,766 Jeffery Self Zing Venture LLC 512-619-7046

78702 Glenwood 1209 Chestnut Ave. 3br/2ba $465,000 1,963 Henny Suwono Keller Williams—Lake Travis 512-705-5578

78703 1510 West 6th Street Condominiums 1510 W. Sixth St., Unit 109 1br/1ba $193,000 528 Perry Henderson Berkshire Hathaway Texas Realty 512-791-7462

78703 Brown Herman 2405 Westover Road 3br/2ba $1,150,000 2,447 Kumara Wilcoxon Kuper Sotheby’s International Realty 512-423-5035

78703 Laurel Heights Condominiums 3712 Kennelwood Road, Unit B 2br/2ba $625,000 1,563 Chris Padgett e–Executive Realty 512-914-5057

78704 Barton Hills Condominiums 1214 Barton Hills Drive, Unit 201 1br/1ba $145,000 436 Heather Hidalgo Keller Williams Realty—RR 512-632-8868

78704 Capital Heights 1602 S. Fifth St. 3br/1ba $410,000 1,125 Kari Cooper BHGRE Bradfield Properties 512-965-4241

78704 Coachlight Condominiums 3801 Manchaca, Unit 54 2br/2ba $229,900 1,001 Kathy Jacobs Realty Austin 512-924-1644

78704 Sage Creek 2101 Sage Creek Loop 3br/2ba $737,500 2,423 David Gould e–Executive Realty 512-699-7566

78704 Sherwood Oaks 2506 Little John Lane 3br/1ba $422,000 1,347 Chuck Farr Berkshire Hathaway Texas Realty 512-415-6840

78704 Travis Heights 2004 Alta Vista Ave. 3br/3ba $1,025,000 2,589 Tara Fink Marketplace Real Estate Group 512-626-9600

78704 Valley View Enclave 4008 Valley View Road, Unit A 3br/2ba $408,510 1,602 Todd Bailey Realty Austin 512-289-0653

78705 Paper Chase Condominiums 3207 Grooms St., Unit 3 2br/2ba $319,900 1,065 Brian Copland Realty Austin 512-576-0288

78723 Walnut Hills 3103 Carol Ann Drive 3br/2ba $369,900 1,670 Ray Shapley Private Label Realty 512-736-6687

78731 Balcones Park 3409 Monte Vista Drive 4br/4ba $1,700,000 5,629 Rebecca Spratlin Coldwell Banker United, Realtors 512-694-2191

78731 North Cat Mountain 4907 Bob Cat Run 2br/2ba $414,500 1,805 Simon Magnus Coldwell Banker United, Realtors 512-844-7999

78751 Highlands 5204 C Martin Ave. 4br/3ba $459,000 1,963 David Whitworth Presidio Group Realtors 512-294-5139

78751 Hill 933 E. 56 1/2 St. 1br/1ba $214,900 572 Carrie Garwick Private Label Realty 512-458-1700

78751 Hyde Park 4529 Avenue C 2br/1ba $399,950 1,020 Suzanne Pringle Kuper Sotheby’s International Realty 512-217-1047

78751 Speckels & Staehely 4401 Red River St. 3br/2ba $375,000 1,136 Teresa Scott BHGRE Bradfield Properties 512-461-3343

78756 Broadacres 5600 Joe Sayers Ave. 2br/1ba $275,000 852 Rebecca Levy Carol Dochen Realtors 512-810-0795

78756 Oak Haven 2503 W. 45th St. 3br/2ba $489,000 1,911 Patrick Eitel Keller Williams—Lake Travis 512-293-9124

78756 Woodrow Square Condominiums 5604 Woodrow Ave., Unit 13 1br/1ba $159,900 928 Christopher Zaiontz Lee Real Estate Services Inc. 512-588-3458

78757 Allandale North 2010 Pompton Drive 3br/2ba $345,000 2,063 Jennifer Mehis Realty Austin 512-217-1887

78757 Violet Crown Heights 1308 Payne Ave. 3br/2ba $248,000 1,654 Susan Hochderffer Kuper Sotheby’s International Realty 512-689-0944

2506 Little John Lane

4529 Avenue C

1209 Chestnut Ave.
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Market data compiled by  

Austin Board of REALTORS®

10900 Stonelake Blvd., STE A-100 | Austin, TX 78759
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Explore the all-new

Looking for
Coupons?

Hundreds of local 
and regional coupons

Just click and print



At Dell Children’s Medical Center, our team works hard to make sure our patients receive 

 expert care—physically and emotionally. We’ve also been known to bring in cakes on 

 kids’ birthdays and dress up as superheroes because it’s a Tuesday. It’s not just about 

 having a good bedside manner. It’s about being leaders in our fi eld who genuinely care.

A member of the                     Family of Hospitals
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