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See South Lamar | 36
Look for our annual Healthcare 
Directory in next month’s issue. 

HEALTHCARE
DIRECTORY 2014–15

Austin’s urban rail plan could cost $1.4 billion
Council to vote on initial route June 26; voters could decide on bond in November election

Continued demand pushes denser, more expensive growth
The appreciation of South Lamar

By Joe Olivieri
From the 1950s through the 1970s, 

South Lamar Boulevard was an industrial 
corridor, home to auto repair shops and 
blue-collar haunts such as The Broken 
Spoke and The Horseshoe Lounge.

Then the price of downtown land started 
going up, and multifamily housing devel-
opers  looked south, said Joe Bryson, presi-
dent/broker of Real Estate Alliance Inc. 

“These developments are drawing a 
mass of young people who [tend to be] 
wealthy, since the apartments are expen-
sive,” said John Heffington, senior asso-
ciate with real estate firm CBRE Group 
Inc. “Retailers like that customer base and 
want to follow them.”

Today South Lamar from Lady Bird 
Lake to Westgate Shopping Center is sev-
eral years into its redevelopment. Real 
estate experts say more than 2,000 apart-
ments and condominiums have been 
added there since 2009, and commercial 
sites along the road are being developed 
and redeveloped.

“At 1300 S. Lamar [Blvd.], there were 
three older buildings in disrepair,” CBRE 
Vice President Bryan McMurrey said. 
“The landlord is completely refinishing 
the facades and signed Ramen Tatsu-Ya 
[as a tenant]. These buildings that had 
sat vacant are now being repurposed into 
these new and exciting, fun uses.”Traffic flows along the South Lamar Boulevard corridor. The 

area has experienced rapid growth in the past few years. 
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$1.38 billion 
urban rail route 

would travel 
9.5 miles from 
Highland Mall to 

East Riverside Drive 
with 16 stations.

Mayor Lee 
Leffingwell wants to 

whittle it down to a 

$1 billion project. 

At least half would 

be funded locally 

through selling bonds.

Increasing the 
debt service tax rate by 

a maximum of 6 cents 
would allow the city to sell 

$965 million in bonds. 
This would increase tax bills 

by $153 per year for 
taxpayers with a home valued at 

$200,000.

THE 
COST 

OF RAIL

By Amy Denney
In November, Austin voters could decide on a multimillion-

dollar bond package that would include urban rail in the down-
town core and road projects throughout the city.

On May 2, Project Connect planners—comprising city and 
Capital Metro staff—unveiled a 9.5-mile urban rail route that 
would cost $1.38 billion and serve East Riverside Drive to Aus-
tin Community College’s Highland campus as well as the Capitol 
Complex, The University of Texas and the future Dell Medical 
School. Daily ridership is expected to be between 16,000–20,000.

Urban rail—a combination of light rail and streetcars that 
differ from MetroRail—could also be expanded to destinations 
such as the Austin-Bergstrom International Airport, the Muel-
ler development, East Austin and South Congress Avenue.

Despite urban rail’s 
proposed central loca-
tion, Mayor Lee Leff-
ingwell said the proj-
ect will be part of the 
regional mass-transit 
system laid out in Proj-
ect Connect, which city 
and Capital Metro staff 
created with regional 
leaders. That plan also 
includes MoPac express 

lanes and regional rail from San Antonio to Georgetown.
Regarding the details of the bond package, which has not 

yet been finalized because City Council has until mid-August 
to call a bond election for Nov. 4, urban rail is appropriate in 
some parts of the region while building roads is appropriate in 
other parts, Leffingwell said. That is why a future bond would 

include both, he said, as the city is working with transporta-
tion agencies such as the Texas Department of Transporta-
tion on what projects would be appropriate for the bond.

“We’re looking at a transportation crisis. That is a 
big problem,” Leffingwell said. “We’re looking for a 
big solution to it, and that includes every mode of 
transportation.”

The Central Corridor Advisory Group, which 
is advising Leffingwell on the urban rail project, 
will vote on the recommendation for the first 
phase of urban rail June 13. City Council is 
scheduled to have a specially called meet-
ing on the project with the Capital Metro 
board of directors June 17. The Capital 
Metro board will take action June 23, 
while City Council votes June 26.

Urban rail route
Two key construction compo-

nents of the $1.38 billion price 
tag include $100 million to 
build a bridge over Lady Bird 
Lake to connect East River-
side and Trinity Street. The 
bridge could be multi-
modal and accommo-
date rail, bicycles and 
pedestrians.

The other com-
ponent would be 
a $220 million 

See Rail | 38

Projected impact
• $6.3 billion–$9.1 billion in 

development that would occur by 
2030 as a result of project

• $37.5 million–$55.2 million in new 
tax revenue by 2030

• 14,400–17,700 new residents and 
14,700–26,800 new jobs within a 
half-mile radius of the route

Source: Project Connect planning team
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*Wells Fargo awarded Zoey Van Jones $25,000 to help with her expansion plans.
** THIS IS A JUDGED CONTEST. NO ENTRY FEE OR PURCHASE REQUIRED. Wells Fargo Works Project Contest runs from 12:01 a.m. Paci� c Time (“PT”) on 5/1/2014 to 11:59 p.m. PT on 6/30/14 (“Contest Period”) at WellsFargoWorks.com/project (“Website”). Open to legal U.S. Residents, 18 years or older, who are 

independent owners/operators of a small business that has been in continuous operation for no less than six months from date of entry, has no more than $20 million aggregate in gross revenues and no more than 100 full, part-time, or volunteer employees. Non-pro� t organizations are eligible. Owners of a 
franchised business are not eligible. To Enter: submit up to a 2 1/2 minute video, or 600 word essay with photo, that responds to the contest questions. Prizes: (25) $1,000 Finalists and (5) $25,000 Grand Prize winners selected from Finalists to be awarded. Contest subject to full O�  cial Rules. See rules on Website for 
full details including complete eligibility, contest questions, judging criteria, and prize redemption requirements. Void where prohibited. 
© 2014 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Member FDIC. (1188342_11822)

Every day, small business owners across the country work hard to 
make their entrepreneurial visions a reality. For Zoey Van Jones of 
Zoey Van Jones Brow Studio,* that meant making sure her expansion 
plans worked as hard as she did. Helping business owners like Zoey 
is why we created Wells Fargo Works. It’s our commitment to small 
businesses everywhere. By delivering a wide range of products, 
resources, and guidance, we help businesses take the next step toward 
their goals. Welcome to Wells Fargo Works. Let’s make it work for you. 

—Zoey Van Jones, Owner of Zoey Van Jones Brow Studio

“ It works for helping 
shape up my expansion plans.”

wellsfargoworks.com

1188342_11822 

10x6.04 

4c

Watch the Wells Fargo 
Works Project video series.

•
Enter the contest where 
you could win a similar 
experience, including 

$25,000 for your business.**
•

Enter at 
wellsfargoworks.com
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211 Bella Riva Dr.
5 Beds, 5 Baths 4 ½ Baths
$2,799,500
Susan Griffith
(512) 327-4800 x164

COSTA BELLA

206 Costa Bella Dr. 
4 Beds,  5.5 Baths
$1,499,500
Susan Griffith
(512) 327-4800 x164

COSTA BELLA

901 W. 9th St. Unit 107
3 Beds, 2.5 Baths 
$1,475,000
Susan Griffith
(512) 327-4800 x164

THE NOKONAH

13903 Panorama Dr.
4 Beds, 3 Baths
$1,495,000
Susan Griffith
(512) 327-4800 x164

LAKE TRAVIS

®

®

Westlake/Central  512.327.4800 Northwest Austin  512.345.2100

4505 Mountain Path Dr.
4 Beds, 3 Baths
$629,900
Kay Keesee
(512) 750-2274

WESTOVER HILLS

2410 W. 10th Street
3 Beds, 1 Baths
$499,900
Mickey Goldwater
(512) 970-7179

 WEST AUSTIN

3705 A Gilbert
5 Beds, 6.5 Baths
$2,300,000
Sharon Smith
(512) 914-1217

WEST AUSTIN

3417 Hillview 
4 Beds, 3.5 Baths
$1,295,000
Dawna Cekuta
(512) 413-3333

CENTRAL AUSTIN

  PENDING

505 W. 7th Street #306
1 Beds, 1 Baths
$365,000
Rene Brown
(512) 750-0729

DOWNTOWN

4504 Shoal Creek Blvd
2 Beds, 2 Baths
$459,500
Susie Dudley
(512) 497-6332

ROSEDALE/ SHOAL CREEK

1508 Mesa Ridge
4 Beds, 4.5 Baths 
$1,695,000
Marybeth Hubenak
(512) 431-3179

THE RIDGE AT BARTON CREEK

5224 B McCarty Lane
3 Beds, 2.5 Baths
$370,000
Judy Arnold
(512) 413-9244

SOUTHWEST AUSTIN

9300 Vera Cruz
5 Beds, 4.5 Baths
$995,000
Jeanne White
(512) 751-7582

GRANADA OAKS 

11307 Powder Mill Trail
3 Beds, 2.5 Baths
$219,950
Carmen Erthal
(512) 587-4687

VILLAGE AT ANDERSON MILL 

2810 Demona Drive
5 Beds, 4.5 Baths
$1,275,000
Catherine Myers
(512) 423-9349

EANES ISD

330 Monarch
5 Beds, 3.5 Baths
$420,000
Mary Margaret George
(512) 589-9508

BELTERRA

  PENDING

  COMING SOON   NEW LISTING

  NEW LISTING  SOLD
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FROM THE GENERAL MANAGER
Big projects. Big 

investments. Big 
returns. These are the 
themes in this issue 
of Community Impact 
Newspaper.  

Southwest Austin 
Editor Joe Olivieri illus-
trates the city’s rapid 
growth and develop-
ment in his South Lamar 
corridor story on Page 1. 
Residents and business 

owners, old and new, have recently experienced the 
increased activity along the culturally rich thorough-
fare. Many more in the Lamar corridor will benefit 
from improved mobility options with the August 
launch of Capital Metro’s second MetroRapid bus line.

Construction for the transformational Dell Medi-
cal School kicks off just as construction comes to 
completion on The Boardwalk at Lady Bird Lake, 

which you can read about in our News Briefs section 
on Pages 12 and 13. 

And last but not least, Austin’s urban rail recom-
mendation—while a big investment—could pay off 
big when it comes to mobility and economic impact. 
Northwest Austin Editor Amy Denney is Community 
Impact Newspaper’s transportation beat writer and, 
as usual, does a superb job peeling back the layers 
to interpret the rail project’s impact. She details the 
planners’ anticipated expenses and provides some 
initial insight into projected revenue for the city, 
which includes property taxes and sales taxes.

I’m excited to read about these big projects and 
their potential big returns. As a longtime Austin 
resident who enjoys so much of what the city has to 
offer, I’m happy to see so many individuals and enti-
ties, both public and private, making investments in 
Austin’s future.

Pamela Power
GENERAL MANAGER

ppower@impactnews.com

COMMUNITY FEEDBACK
TAKE THE POLLREADER COMMENTS

LAST MONTH’S POLL RESULTS

Would you vote in favor of the 
anticipated urban rail bond in 
November?

  Take the poll online at impactnews.com/cta-poll

What professional sport is most likely 
to expand or relocate to Austin first?

  62.04%                                                 Major League Soccer

  26.85%        PGA Tour

          6.48%  Major League Baseball

          4.63%  National Football League

Results from an unscientific Web survey collected 4/18/14–5/16/14

MLB or NHL 
“I think the Ryans should really push for an MLB team in Austin. 
I find it a little weird that Austin is one of the top 10 largest cities 
in America but doesn’t have a major sports franchise. A lot of 
people say that UT is kind of the “pro” team here and that you 
can’t have a pro team with a university that big in the same city. 
Look at Columbus, Ohio ([Ohio State University] is just as big 
as UT), and Columbus is smaller than Austin. Not to mention 
Austin is a way cooler city. Even an NHL team, I think, could do 
great here. Make it happen Leffingwell!!” 
—Adam, in response to story “Sports at center of Austin’s 
attention” in April 2014 edition

Shouldn’t get tax breaks just because you’re old 
“The elderly and the rest of us would all be better served 
if those tax subsidies were used to provide better public 
transportation options. I think studies have shown that a large 
percentage of the elderly population are well off and don’t 
need a tax break.” 
—Scott S., in response to story “Austin seeks to assist its 
growing aging population” in April 2014 edition

Thank you from the Maldonado’s 
“The Maldonado family wants to sincerely thank our customers, 
many for over 40 years, for your continued support, and we 
anxiously await you visiting our West 35th Street location. The 
best is yet to come!” 
— Hilbert and Lucille Maldonado, in response to May 12 Web 
story “Hill-Bert’s Burgers to close one location, reopen another”

Austin is the largest U.S. city without a professional sports 
team from any of the four major leagues, as readers learned 
in last month’s front-page story “Sports at center of Austin’s 
attention.” We asked readers what pro sport will come first.

2015 Forester 2.5i 
Premium 6MT

$299mo. 42 mo. Lease 

2014 S60

Roger Beasley Volvo of georgetown volvogeorgetown.com

Model FFE P11. With approved credit. Dealer contribution may a� ect � nal negotiated price. 42 mo lease, First mo. pymt total due at inception, no sec. dep. required, 42 monthly 
pymts of $299, � nal pymt/residual = $16,463. Based on 10k mi./yr with $.15 per mi. excess charge. MSRP $26,133. Stk# Z10144. O� er expires 5-31-14.

Stk# V4871. 36 mo lease with approved credit through Volvo Car Financial Services. Lease based on 10,000 mi/yr with $.25/mi excess charge. $3,499 +TT&L total due at inception (no sec. dep. required). Final payment / residual = $21,482. 
MSRP $36,865. Includes application of $500 Volvo Allowance. Ad unit subject to availability. *Complimentary Factory Scheduled Maintenance covers the � rst three services at no charge: 10,000, 20,000 and 30,000 miles. Complimentary Wear 

Item Coverage includes all Volvo Genuine Parts such as wiper blades, brake pads and rotors. Bene� ts must be utilitzed within 3 years or 36,000 miles. Tires excluded. See dealer for complete details. O� ers expire 5-31-14. 

Subaru of georgetown subarugeorgetown.com

Roger Beasley Volvo of Georgetown 7501 South IH 35 • Georgetown • (888) 523-1363
Roger Beasley Volvo of Austin 6375 East Highway 290 • Austin • (888) 543-7193

Subaru of Georgetown • 7501 S IH 35 • Georgetown • (888) 694-7819

2014 S60

RRooRRoogegegegerrr BeBeeBeassasasleeleyyyy VoVoVoVVVVoVolvlvoo ofof GGG

$5,000 o�  MSRP 
on remaining new inventory

GGeoeorgrgettowown n 757501 South IH 353  • Georgetown •• (888888)) 5523-3 131 63GGGGGeoeeoe rgrgrgrgetetowowowownnnn 7557575010

enenenentotootooryryryry
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125 years of serving the Austin area during 
National Salvation Army Week held May 
11–17. The agency has 12 locations in 
Travis and Williamson counties, including 
its Red Shield Lodge and Social Services 
Center, 501 E. Eighth St., and two other 
Central Texas locations. The agency 
provides food, shelter and assistance to 
those in need. 512-476-1111.  
www.salvationarmyaustin.org

8  Oxidize Metal Art Gallery, 305 E. 
Fifth St., Ste. B., celebrates its one-year 
anniversary June 1. Specializing in metal 
jewelry and artwork, Oxidize is owned and 
operated by Austin-based artists.  
512-379-7039. www.oxidizegallery.com

Central Austin

Now Open

9  A half gift shop and half genre-themed 
museum, SFANTHOR—an acronym for 
science fiction, fantasy and horror—had its 
soft opening March 1 at 1101 S. Congress 
Ave. The front half of the business sells classic 
comic books, rare movie and TV collectibles, 
craft-made items and more. The back half 
will include a classic monster movies wax 
museum by this summer, according to owner 
Steve Busti, who also owns Museum of the 
Weird in downtown on Sixth Street. He plans 
on holding classic horror and science fiction 
movie screenings, live music performances, 
special effects classes and more.  
512-444-7326. www.facebook.com/sfanthor

10  A new concept called SHED 
Barbershop & Supply was opened March 
18 by co-founders Michael Regino and 
Chris Applegate. The barber shop, located at 
2210 S. First St., offers barber services such 
as hair cuts, full-service wet shaves, hot-
towel treatment and hot lather razor neck 
trims as well as a comfortable atmosphere 
complete with a revolving vinyl collection 
and a rotating selection of local craft beer. 
512-305-3915. www.shedaustin.com

11  Owner Gissell Hendrick opened 
Tiempo Dance Studio, 2311 S. Congress 
Ave., on March 31. In addition to Zumba, 
salsa, merengue and hip-hop lessons, the 
studio also features Piloxing, a Pilates, 
boxing and dance-fusion class; Hott 
n’Heels, a burlesque-style class done in 
stilettos; and Trampoline Madness, a 
total-body cardio workout on personal 
trampolines. 512-243-5847.  
www.tiempoaustin.com

12  Full-service bridal shop S&M Bridal 
Boutique and More, 7113 Burnet Road, 
Ste. 110, opened in April. Specializing 
in wedding, prom and special-event 
gowns, the boutique also offers personal 
consultations, in-house alterations and 
professional cleanings.  
www.smbridalboutique.com

13  A new food trailer court called The 

Downtown

Now Open

1  Pleasant Storage Room, once a 
Havana hotspot in the 1940s, is now the 
name of a Cuban-inspired establishment 
open at 208 W. Fourth St., Ste. D, in 
Austin’s Warehouse District since late 
April. Specializing in Caribbean-inspired 
street food as well as rum punch and craft 
cocktails, Pleasant Storage Room also sells 
daiquiris, mojitos and Cuba libres.  
512-322-9921. www.pleasantrumbar.com

2  Truluck’s Seafood, Steak and Crab 
House, 400 Colorado St., reopened in late 
April following a $3 million expansion 
and remodel. With the dining room now 
located on the second floor, diners have 
access to views of Austin’s skyline.  
512-482-9000. www.trulucks.com

Coming Soon

3  California-based restaurant chain 
Eureka! will open its first Texas location 
at 200 E. Sixth St. in October. Now under 
construction at the former Logan’s on 
Sixth location, the chain specializes in 
burgers, craft beer and artisan liquor. The 
restaurant will also have a rustic dining 
environment complete with house music 
and televised sporting events. www.
eurekarestaurantgroup.com

Relocations

4  The Austin Convention and Visitor’s 
Bureau moved to a new visitor’s center 
May 6 at 602 E. Fourth St. near the Austin 
Convention Center. The center provides 
visitors with face-to-face service and 
includes an interactive media wall, free 
Wi-Fi and local art exhibits. 512-474-5171. 
www.austintexas.org  

5  Architecture and planning firm Lord, 
Aeck & Sargent Inc. relocated in April 
to 816 Congress Ave., Ste. 1270, from 
Northwest Hills. The move came shortly 
before John Kisner, director of the firm’s 
Texas office, was promoted to principal. 
The firm has five other U.S. offices.  
877-929-1400. www.lordaecksargent.com

New Ownership

6  Commercial Texas LLC was acquired 
April 16 by Toronto-based Avison Young, 
a commercial real estate firm with 40 
U.S. offices. Eleven employees from 
Commercial Texas will remain employed 
by Avison Young, which also has offices in 
Houston and Dallas. The firm takes over 
Commercial Texas’ existing office at 515 
Congress Ave., Ste. 1500. 512-474-2411. 
www.avisonyoung.com

Anniversaries

7  The Salvation Army celebrated  
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Picnic opened April 6 between Chuy’s 
and Baby Acapulco at 1720 Barton 
Springs Road. The 1-acre park features 
eight vendors, including Hey Cupcake!, 
Hey you Gonna Eat or What?, Mrs. P’s 
Electric Cock, Skinny Limits Juice, Tapas 
Bravas, The Mighty Cone, The Seedling 
Truck and Turf N Surf Po’Boy.  
www.facebook.com/ThePicnicAustin

14  A-OK Chinese, an American-style 
Chinese restaurant at 1509 S. Lamar Blvd., 
opened March 23. The casual Chinese 
eatery offers lunch and dinner dine-in 
service complete with wine and beer on tap 
as well as an online delivery service.  
512-428-5269. www.a-okchinese.com

15  The first Austin location of Estes 
Audiology, 1206 W. 38th St., Ste. 15, 
opened May 5 at the 26 Doors shopping 
center. The opening coincides with 
Better Hearing Month, which highlights 
the issues associated with hearing loss, 
protection and solutions. 512-900-8888. 
www.hearlifeagain.com

16  Hat Creek Burger Co. reopened 
its 5400 Burnet Road location in late 
April. Complete with a new playscape 
and outdoor seating, the burger 
establishment continues to serve fresh, 
never-frozen meat. 512-732-2025.  
www.hatcreekburgers.com

17  Patricia’s Table, a new teaching 
kitchen for children and adults, will 
celebrate its grand opening with an open 
house 9 a.m.–noon June 21. Located at 1510 
W. 35th St., the new concept started by 
Patricia Tamminga holds summer camps, 
year-round classes and BYOB adult events. 
512-434-9100. www.patriciastable.com

Coming Soon

18  A classic Austin brand, Taco Flats, 
will return decades after closing as a new 
restaurant and bar at 5520 Burnet Road. 
Slated to open this summer, Taco Flats will 
draw inspiration from the 1970s institution 
to include traditional tacos and more than 
30 craft beers and wines on tap. Owner 

Simon Madera said he plans on bringing 
new life to one of Austin’s old favorites. 
512-619-9848. www.tacoflats.com

19  A second location of Absolute Life 
Wellness Center Inc. will open June 2 
at 2800 S. I-35, Ste. 220. Already with 
one location on West Slaughter Lane, 
Dr. Daniel Shaddock provides sports 
and family chiropractic care, massages, 
rehabilitation, spinal decompression 
and nutrition counseling. 512-707-1700. 
www.absolutelifewellnesscenter.com

Relocations

20  Children’s clothing store Bright 
Beginnings relocated in March from 
10006 W. 38th St. to 2925 W. Anderson 
Lane. The store has been in business 
since 1983 and sells clothing, shoes and 
accessories for babies to children’s size 16. 
512-453-0433. www.bestdressedkids.com

21  Real estate brokerage and property 
management company Choban & 
Associates Realtors relocated its offices 
to 2305 Hancock Drive on April 26. The 
residential and investment real estate 
company has operated in Austin since 
1984. 512-476-5394. www.choban.com

22  Rehabfx, a clinic offering nonsurgical 
spinal and chiropractic treatments, 
relocated in April from Lake Austin 
Boulevard to 4006 S. Lamar Blvd., Ste. 650. 
Dr. Steve Minors assists patients who have 
constant back and neck pain.  
512-480-9999. www.rehabfx.com

New Ownership

23  Open since 1951, West Austin 
neighborhood bar The Deep Eddy 
Cabaret, 2315 Lake Austin Blvd., was sold 
in April to new owners Robert and Will 
Bridges. 512-472-0961.  
www.deepeddybar.com

24  Frozen yogurt and smoothie shop Red 
Mango, 2222 Rio Grande St., Ste. C120, was 
taken over in April by new owner Samantha 
Betancourt. With 200 locations opened 

since 2007, the Dallas-based company sells 
all-natural, kosher and gluten-free frozen 
yogurt and smoothies. 512-476-1496.  
www.redmangousa.com

25  South Congress Athletic Club was 
converted on April 30 to Ignite Fitnez, 
1109B S. Congress Ave. Along with new 
décor, owner Inez Escamilla has added 
new classes, trainers and equipment for all 
ages and fitness levels. 512-445-0773.  
www.ignitefitnez.com

26  Women’s consignment boutique Restyle 
Austin, 7301 Burnet Road, Ste. 105, was 
taken over May 1 by new owner Pamela 
Ames, who said she expects no significant 
changes to come as a result of the change. 
512-407-8861. www.restyleaustin.com

Anniversaries

27  In celebration of 40 years in business 
on The Drag, the Hole in the Wall, 2538 
Guadalupe St., will hold a 10-day party 
beginning  June 19. Local bands and limited-
edition T-shirts highlight the birthday 
celebration. www.holeinthewallaustin.com 

28  Certified public accounting firm 
Holtzman Partners, 1710 W. Sixth St., 
on May 1 celebrated 10 years since being 
founded. The Austin-based firm specializes 
in accounting and advisory solutions.  
512-610-7200. www.holzmanpartners.com

29  Food for Fitness Café, 1112 N. Lamar 
Blvd., celebrated its 10-year anniversary 
May 9 by discounting food for all patrons. 
Since 2004, the cafe has offered quick dining 
solutions for customers on various diets. 
512-472-1674. www.foodforfitnesscafe.com

Closings

30  Hill-Bert’s Burgers, a family-owned 
Austin restaurant in business since 1973, 
will close its 7211 Burnet Road location 
June 4. Employees will shift to the 1503 
W. 35th St. store until this summer when 
Hill-Bert’s reopens at 5340 Cameron Road, 
which has been closed since March 2013. 
512-452-3287. www.hill-bertsburgers.com

Compiled by Joe Lanane

SHED Barbershop & Supply seeks to recreate the 
classic barber shop atmosphere. 

10

Dr. Soriya Estes of Estes Audiology examines a 
patient. Her business now has an Austin office.

15

A new concept drawing inspiration from the  
original Taco Flats will open this summer.

18

Dr. Daniel Shaddock will open a section location of 
Absolute Life Wellness Center Inc. on June 1. 

19

News or questions about Impacts or Central Austin news? 
Email ctanews@impactnews.com.
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24/7 EMERGENCY CARE WITHOUT THE WAIT LOCATIONS
3563 Far West Ste. 110, Austin TX 78731 • 512-481-2321

4015 South Lamar, Austin TX 78704 • 512-774-5780

www.austiner.com MoPac
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• Board Certi� ed ER Physicians 
• CT, Ultrasound & X-ray On-Site 
• Pediatric Friendly
• Open 24/7/365

NOW OPEN!
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AUSTIN
512.480.0848   3825 Lake Austin Blvd, Ste 501

LAKE TRAVIS
512.263.3282   1005 RR 620 South

moreland.com

®

®

187 SKYLINE DR
3 Bdrm | 3 Bath | $1,150,000

JoCarol Snowden 512-657-4441

2003 STAMFORD LANE
New construction | $1,695,000

Sean Kubicek 512-826-1135

We sell more than homes, 
we sell land & ranches.

1412 E 37TH ST
3 Bdrm | 2 Bath | $449,000

Doug Roberts 512-731-5105

COMING SOON 2602-C DEL CURTO
3 Bdrm | 2.5 Bath | 78704 | $429,000

Mike Hammonds 512-983-6603

605 & 607 TERRELL HILL
3 Units from the high $500s

Sean Kubicek 512-826-1135

3700 WINDING CREEK DR
5 Bdrm | 5F+3H Bath | $4,295,000

Kemper Richardson 512-673-0292

2603 W 49TH ST (Owner/Agent)

3 Bdrm | 2 Bath | $875,000

Doug Roberts 512-731-5105

4010 ROSEDALE
3 Bdrm | 2 Bath | $549,000

Doug Roberts 512-731-5105

5102 LERALYNN ST
3 Bdrm | 1 Bath | $339,000

Clayton Bullock 512-797-6446

1600 BARTON SPRINGS #6403
2 Bdrm | 2 Bath | $439,900

Wende Parks 512-680-5199

UNDER CONTRACT IN 1 DAY
4220 GOCHMAN | $634,900

Mike Hammonds 512-983-6603

SOLD 4212-A AVENUE H
3 Bdrm | 3.5 Bath | $649,000

Catherine Prather 512-297-8150

SOLD 1612 FOREST TRAIL
3 Bdrm | 3 Bath | $995,000

Catherine Prather 512-297-8150

3107 PLEASANT RUN
4 Bdrm | 4.5 Bath | $1,799,000

Elsa Decker 512-771-6831

PENDING 4213 GOCHMAN
3 Bdrm | 3 Bath | $489,900

Mike Hammonds 512-983-6603

302 LAS LOMAS
5 Bdrm | 4F+2H Bath | $2,475,000

Kimberly Hundley 512-784-0316

Moreland Properties 
is pleased to announce

DIANE HUMPHREYS 
REALTOR®

has joined our Austin office
512.413.9406 cell  512.480.0848 x144 ofc

dianeh@moreland.com
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East Austin

Now Open

1  The owners of The Joint at Southpark 
Meadows have extended their services to 
the Mueller neighborhood. Open since 
early May, the chiropractic and health 
services clinic, located 1801 E. 51st St., Ste. 
A130, serves walk-in customers and offers 
discounted introductory adjustments. 512-
236-1444. www.thejoint.com

2  The 75th location of Twin Liquors 
Fine Wine & Spirits opened April 22 in 
the Mueller District shopping center, 1801 
E. 51st St., Ste. 100. Representatives from 
multiple Austin-area distilleries and the 
Greater Austin Chamber of Commerce 
participated in a grand-opening event for 
the liquor store chain. 512-469-1777. www.
twinliquors.com

3  Daily Greens opened its first juice 
bar May 1 at 979 Springdale Road after 
operating previously as a wholesale juice 
provider. Previously at Whole Foods 
Market and other select retailers, Daily 
Greens sells multiple juice drinks made 
using all-natural fruits and vegetables. 
www.drinkdailygreens.com 

Coming Soon

4  A new collaborative office space at 
2412 E. Cesar Chavez St. called East 
Side Collective will open in August. 
Five companies will move into the 
1,500-square-foot warehouse studio 
space, including Melde Construction, 
un.box studio, JM Structural Engineering, 
Derrington Building Studio and Scott 
Wade Photography. An additional 500 
square feet of space is available for another 
creative discipline. 512-277-0945

 5  Veracruz All Natural, a food trailer 
specializing in authentic Mexican cuisine 
and vegetarian and all-natural options, will 
establish its first brick-and-mortar location 
in October at 2301 E. Cesar Chavez St. 
Veracruz will continue operating its food 
trailer at 1704 E. Cesar Chavez St., and 

Compiled by Joe Lanane

Twin Liquors held a ribbon-cutting ceremony April 
22 in celebration of its 75th store opening.

Salvage Vanguard Theater will celebrate its 20th 
anniversary with a birthday bash June 10.
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IMPACTS

East Austin another trailer is being planned for South 
Austin. 512-981-1760. www.yelp.com/biz/
veracruz-all-natural-austin

Expansions

6  Franklin Barbecue, voted in May 
the best barbecue joint in the nation by 
TripAdvisor, will expand its restaurant 
at 900 E. 11th St. by 1,000 square feet to 
create a screened-in shelter to help move 
the restaurant’s cookers indoors, owner 
Aaron Franklin said. Construction started 
in April and is expected to be complete 
by July, he said.  The restaurant remains 
open during expansion work but will close 
for approximately one week to finalize the 
transition. The expansion may also open 
up room for Franklin to achieve his long-
term goal of opening a to-go window.  
512-653-1187. www.franklinbarbecue.com

7  Open since mid-March, El Sapo 
Botanas y Burgers, 1900 Manor Road, 
expanded its offerings in early May to also 
include lunch and weekend brunch. The 
burger cantina offers 16 Tex-Mex burgers 
from chef Jeff Martinez plus multiple 
rotating brunch burgers. 512-336-5154. 
www.elsapoatx.com

Anniversaries

8  The 20th anniversary celebration for 
Salvage Vanguard Theater, 2803 E. Manor 
Road, will be held June 10. The free event 
will include party games, cake, drinks and 
music by DJ Manateemann. Donations will 
be accepted for the free event. SVT presents 
transformative artistic experiences that 
foster experimentation and conversation, 
according to the theater company.  
512-474-7886. www.salvagevanguard.org

9  Catellus Development on May 10 
celebrated the company’s agreement with 
the city of Austin 10 years ago to become 
the master developer of the Mueller 
neighborhood, which is 35 percent to 40 
percent complete. 512-703-9202.  
www.muelleraustin.com

East Austin

News or questions about Impacts or East Austin news? 
Email ctanews@impactnews.com.
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DON’T WORRY ABOUT THAT WAISTLINE. MAUDIE’S OFFERS 
AN EXPANSIVE GLUTEN-FREE MENU AND SKINNY TEX-MEX OPTIONS.

Maudie’s TEX-MEX
@MaudiesTXMex

GRAND OPENING

FRESH, HAND PULLED NOODLE BAR...
THE FIRST IN AUSTIN!

512-469-7878 | 1801 E 51 ST Bldg C 370
Austin, TX | www.xianfresh.com

SUSHI 
HAPPY HOUR

TUESDAY TO SUNDAY 
5PM TO 7PM.



Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com10  NEWS

By Joe Lanane 
Austin Animal Center is wrapping up a 

three-month campaign to boost pet adop-
tions at the city-owned facility.

The spring campaign highlights the 
benefits of adopting from AAC, which has 
been a no-kill shelter—meaning 90 per-
cent of all cats and dogs at the facility are 
kept alive—since February 2011, Direc-
tor Abigail Smith said. The challenge, 
she said, is convincing Austin residents 
to adopt at the city shelter rather than 
through private groups such as Austin 
Humane Society or Austin Pets Alive!.

“There is a steady flow of animals in the 
back door, and I don’t get to choose who 
they are or where they come from,” Smith 
said. “When [other groups] are at capacity, 
they just stop. When we’re full, animals 
keep coming through animal control.”

Less than half of all stray dogs taken to 
AAC return to their owners, Smith said, 
and only 6 percent of all cats are returned 
home. In total, 20,000 animals come 
through the city facility per year, she said.

Identification and microchips help 
reunite animals with their owners, Smith 
said, but private groups and animal foster 
homes are needed to help accommodate 

Austin’s growing pet population. 
AAC is among many organizations 

helping control Austin’s pet population. 
AHS has remained a no-kill shelter since 
opening in 1994, Executive Director 
Frances Jonon said. She credits Austin’s 
emphasis on rescuing pets for helping the 
city’s shelter become the largest nationally 
to gain no-kill status.

“I definitely think the culture has 
embraced rescue options and getting [pets] 
neutered,” Jonon said. “It’s become cool 
to participate in these programs, and it’s a 
little uncool not to do it. I think that’s very 
much a part of who we are now.”

The humane society also has a trap, 
neuter and return program for feral and 
free-roaming cats that, to date, has served 
35,000 cats since launching in 2007. That 
helps limit the city’s free-roaming cat 
population, which makes up 75 percent of 
all cats taken into city shelters, Dr. Katie 
Luke of AHS said.

“We’re just breaking that cycle of repro-
duction,” Luke said.

Luke also credits prevention programs 
such as EMANCIPET and Animal 
Trustees of Austin for providing low-cost 
spay and neuter services for residents to 

utilize for their pets. Forty percent of all 
operations done by EMANCIPET are free, 
Director Amy Mills said, and discounted 
spay and neuter surgeries cost $29–$65.

“Our work keeps animals in their 
families, in their homes, and keeps them 
from having unwanted litters,” Mills said. 
“Which prevents shelter intake.”

As Austin’s population increases daily, 
so, too, does its pet population, she said. 
In 2011—the year AAC achieved no-kill 

status, EMANCIPET averaged 28 spay 
and neuter operations per every 1,000 
Austinites.

“As Austin’s population increases, we 
need to be sure we stay at that ratio,” Mills 
said. “That means we have to do more 
spays and neuters every year.”
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Austin Animal Center relocated in November 2011 to East Austin. 
Director Abigail Smith said adoption numbers have remained high 
since moving to 7201 Levander Loop, but there is still a challenge 
of helping Austinites find exactly where the new facility is located.

Animal shelter seeks to raise awareness
City shelter benefits from partnerships with private pet groups

CITY OF AUSTIN

   Tell us what  
     you think. Comment at impactnews.com
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Nakeisha, class of 2013

austincc.edu
Future grads  
  apply now.

Austin Community College
Congrats Grads–Nakeisha
Community Impact
4.9167x2.94, CMYK
Runs May print issues, after 5/10

512-444-GRIN (4746)

1509 S. Lamar Blvd., Suite 675
Austin, TX. 78704

www.SMILE360ATX.com

NOW ACCEPTING PATIENTS!!

Local • Modern • Professional

Vincent K. Ip DDS

Most Insurances Accepted

twitter.com/SMILE360ATX

www.facebook.com/SMILE360

Outfitting kids for  
Adventure, Travel  

  & Fun!

WholeEarthProvision.com

Whole Earth Provision Co.
2410 San Antonio Street • 512-478-1577

1014 North Lamar • 512-476-1414
Westgate Shopping Center • 512-899-0992
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NEIGHBORHOOD NOTES
News from Central Austin Neighborhoods Compiled by Joe Lanane and Kelli Weldon

Gullet ES staffer among AISD 
Teacher of the Year winners

ALLANDALE James Butler, 
a Gullet Elementary School 
prekindergarten teacher, was 
named Austin ISD’s 2014 
Elementary School Teacher of 
the Year.

Paul Cruz, the district’s 
interim superintendent, sur-
prised Butler along with the 
high school and middle school 

teachers of the year April 30. One of the three 
teachers will be named Austin Teacher of the 
Year on May 29 and will serve as AISD’s nominee 
for Texas Teacher of the Year

“Each year, AISD gets to recognize three teach-
ers who have gone above and beyond their teach-
ing responsibilities to provide exceptional learning 
opportunities,” Cruz said in a statement. “I am 
proud of these teachers, as well as all the other 
exceptional staff we have across the district.” 

Butler has taught at Gullett since 2011 and 
previously worked at T.A. Brown, Barbara Jordan 
and Winn elementary schools. In the 2012–13 
school year, Butler was awarded the A+ Educa-
tion Foundation Grant to purchase iPads and 
establish an iPad center in his pre-K classroom. 
He has a master’s degree in curriculum and 
instruction from Grand Canyon University in 
Phoenix, according to the district.
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OLD ENFIELD

TARRYTOWN

ALLANDALE

CHESTNUT

W. 35th St.

TARRYTOWN The Contemporary 
Austin in April selected a master plan-
ner to help the museum and art school 
repurpose its historic Laguna Gloria 
site along Lake Austin. 

Cambridge, Massachusetts–based 
Reed Hilderbrand Landscape Archi-
tects was selected to help create a 
new vision for the 12-acre property, 
said Louis Grachos, director of The 
Contemporary Austin, which, along 

with its Tarrytown loca-
tion, also has an exhibit 
downtown. Grachos said 
Reed Hilderbrand stood 
out among many top 
architects internationally 
because of its past experi-
ence of working around 
historic structures—in 
this case, a 98-year-old, 
Italian-style villa.

“At this stage of our 
history, it’s not just about 

building facilities,” Grachos said, 
stressing that the villa and its many 
longtime gardens will remain intact. 
“We want to change how people expe-
rience the park.”

Plans include repurposing the site 
to include a new sculpture park that 
will have a variety of permanent and 
temporary installations, he said. The 
master-planning process will take six 
to nine months, during which Reed 

Hilderbrand will team up with The 
Contemporary Austin to seek public 
input on how to best incorporate the 
site’s natural amenities into a  
new design.

“We want to make Laguna Gloria 
the best art and nature experience we 
can make it,” Grachos said.

The goal is to make Laguna Gloria 
a more ideal site for The Contempo-
rary Austin’s educational and public 
outreach efforts, he said. 

The museum’s goal is to also cre-
ate a complementary site for artists 
interested in hosting both an indoor 
exhibit downtown at The Jones Center 
and an outdoor site at Laguna Glo-
ria—all for the price of one admission, 
Grachos said.

“We feel we could become a major 
destination not just for Austin but 
statewide,” he said.

For more information, visit  
www.thecontemporaryaustin.org.

Old Enfield holds 100th anniversary celebration East Austin ball field unveiled

The Contemporary Austin picks master planner to repurpose historic Laguna Gloria

OLD ENFIELD One of Austin’s 
oldest neighborhoods turned 
100 years old in May.

Old Enfield in West Austin 
held its centennial celebration 
and annual picnic May 4 with a 
parade around the historic  
Pease Mansion. 

Austin City Council also 
honored Old Enfield’s 100th 
anniversary May 1 with a proc-
lamation. Jim Christianson, a 
24-year Old Enfield resident and 
chairman of the neighborhood’s 
centennial committee, accepted 
the recognition.

“When Austin was developing 
around the turn of the century 
at the beginning of World War 
I, we were pretty much the 
first neighborhood that was 

developed west of town,” Chris-
tianson said.

The neighborhood, bounded 
by Pease Park on the east, Wind-
sor Road to the north, Enfield 
Road to the south and MoPac to 
the west, was established in 1914, 
he said. The neighborhood’s first 
big building boom occurred in 
1920, Christianson said, with 
many homes still intact from 
that era.

“There’s a variety of architec-
ture from that time,” he said.

Built in 1857, the historic 
Pease Mansion serves as the 
neighborhood’s centerpiece.

For more information about 
the area, visit the Old Enfield 
Homeowners Association web-
site at www.old-enfield.org.

CHESTNUT A $300,000 project to install 
artificial turf at Mabson Field in East Aus-
tin was completed May 5 with an unveiling 
ceremony. 

Multiple entities helped contribute to the 
project, which aims to ensure East Austin 
youth have a reliable field for playing baseball 
and softball. The field serves boys and girls 
ages 4–12 from RBI Austin and the Greater 
East Austin Youth Association. 
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A master planner has been selected to revamp Laguna Gloria.

Reckless Kelly performed the national anthem May 5. 

James Butler, 
Gullet Elementary 
pre-K teacher
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4211 S. Lamar Blvd. Ste E3 | Austin, TX  78704

“Austin’s premier medical 
eye care and optical boutique. 

Utilizing state of the art 
technology for enhanced 

diagnosis and prevention”

$99  
new patient special 

comprehensive eye exam with 
retinal photography 

(an alternative to eye dilation)

+ 20% o� suns 
 

www.freedom-eyecare.com

Connect with us! exp. 06/25/14 / some restrictions apply

Soroush Azadi, O.D.

(512)916.4600

Nature’s Treasures

“We Rock”

of Texas

ntrocks.com
Check our website for Daily Practitioners and Events. Open 7 days
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Airport Blvd.

45th St.

381/2 St. Wilshire 
Blvd.

Retail Store • Rough Rock Depot  
Community Event Center

3RD ANNUAL SUMMER SOLSTICE 
CLEARANCE SALE. 

SAVE 25%–50% on Sale items! 
June 21–July 6
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Fountain’s • CD’s • Spheres • Jewelry • Hearts • Obelisks • Globes • Carvings • Oils • Incense • Candles • Beads & Findings • Gifts 

Author Sunny Dawn Johnston, “Invoking the Archangels 
to Heal Your Body Mind & Soul” Workshop, June 1st, 1:00-4:00
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Construction underway 
on Dell Medical School
Project to be complete by 2016

ACC board nearing call for bond election
Proposal cuts recommended bond package, suggests tax increase

By Lyndsey Taylor
The University of Texas hosted a cere-

mony April 21 to commemorate the launch 
of construction on the southeastern por-
tion of the Dell Medical School campus.

The medical school campus will include 
research, educational and administrative 
facilities; a medical office building; and 
a parking garage. The school is expected 
to open in 2016 and will have 50 students 
in its inaugural class. Partners for the 
project include Central Health, Seton 
Healthcare and UT.

“We invested in transformation and 
that is what we are going to get,” state Sen. 
Kirk Watson, D-Austin, said. “Make no 
mistake, today isn’t just about three new 
buildings on our skyline. Our community 
will be different—healthier, happier and 
stronger—thanks to this project we  
are launching.”

The school will be located at the inter-
section of 15th and Red River streets, near 
UT’s School of Nursing and the current 
University Medical Center Brackenridge. 
Seton plans to replace Brackenridge 
with a new 211-bed teaching hospital 
named The Seton Medical Center at The 

By Joe Lanane
A lower-than-recommended Austin 

Community College bond package could 
be joined on the November ballot by a 
proposed incremental tax increase. 

ACC board members on May 5 dis-
cussed narrowing down a recommended 
$500 million bond proposal to $386 mil-
lion. As part of the proposal from trustee 
Allen Kaplan, the college would also seek 
voter approval on an incremental 4 cent 
tax increase, upping the district’s tax rate 
by 1 cent each of the next four fiscal years 
after the election, if approved districtwide.

Kaplan said the tax increase would allow 
the college to freeze tuition during fiscal 
years 2015–18. The estimated $13.5 million 
per year raised from the proposed tax 
increase would be used to offset antici-
pated tuition increases, with the rest of the 
money set aside for maintenance and more 
full-time hires, Kaplan said.

“I think it’s very important that when we 
go out and make the argument to the pub-
lic that we tell them for transparency sake 
what we would actually do the next four or 
five years with that [tax] increase,” he said. 
“I want this community to feel we’re doing 
a good job, and they should invest further 
in this community college.”

The proposal drew mixed reactions from 
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University of Texas. The teaching hospital 
is estimated to cost about $295 million. 
Funding for the medical school includes 
a $35 million investment per year from 
residents of Travis County as a result of 
Proposition 1, $50 million donated by the 
Michael and Susan Dell Foundation, and 
other funding from UT.

Clay Johnston, founding dean of the Dell 
Medical School, said he views the project 
as a chance to reinvent health care delivery 
and make Austin a model community for 
health care. He said because health care is 
so expensive, it is important to think about 
how health care delivery should best be 
designed for patients.

“We have an opportunity to do that 
because we’re starting from scratch here,” 
he said. “The community really defines our 
most important mission, and that is to pro-
vide better health care [and] better health 
for Austin, including the underserved.”

board members. Trustee John-Michael Cor-
tez asked ACC staff whether tuition costs 
have risen to the point that a freeze—and a 
subsequent tax increase—is necessary.

“I want to know we’re actually address-
ing a real problem in a meaningful way, 
and we’re not actually making the prob-
lem worse in another way,” Cortez said, 
suggesting a tax increase could hinder 
students as much as any increase in tuition.

 Trustee Tim Mahoney also voiced con-
cerns about the proposed bond package, 
which includes $60 million to build a new 
campus in Leander, recommending the 
board instead call for a smaller bond—and, 
if successful, return to voters two years 
later seeking additional bond money.

“If we build a new campus in Leander, 
there’s going to be other costs that will be 
associated with bringing that online that 
we have with Elgin and Hays [campuses] 
right now that’s not built into our financial 
picture,” Mahoney said.

Board members took no action on 
Kaplan’s proposal; however, Chairman 
Jeffrey Richard said the proposed bond 
election will likely be called in late May 
during a special-called meeting or during 
the board’s June 2 scheduled meeting. The 
deadline for calling a bond election or to 
request a tax increase is Aug. 18.

The 2016 inaugural class at The University of Texas 
medical school campus will include 50 students.

C
o

ur
te

sy
 T

he
 U

ni
ve

rs
it

y 
o

f T
ex

as

2021 E. 5th Street LTD.
All Saints’ Episcopal Church
Allen Cline
American Institute of Architects,
    Austin Chapter
Austin Presbyterian  
     Theological Seminary
Congregation Beth Israel
David Blevins
Dr. Ron Byrd
First Baptist Church
Gary Bagelman 

GreenEarth Engineering
Hill Country Maternal Fetal Medicine
The Human Potential Center
Joshua Lewis
Kick Butt Coffee
Melanie McAfee 
The Montessori Center, Inc.
Mueller Hospitality LP
Satellite Health Central
The Soup Peddler 
Spicewood Forest Owners Assoc.
William Eckert 

Now It’s Your Turn... 
Do Something Good for Austin  

and the Environment 

Whether you want to choose 100% Texas wind for your home 
or business, now is the time to be a 100%-er and join these 

organizations in making a difference for our community.  
Subscribe today! 

E-mail Green.Choice@austinenergy.com
Visit austinenergy.com/go/greenchoice

Call 512-494-9400

  T hank you!   
                                                                             GreenChoice® Subscribers 
 

For leading by example. For powering Austin’s grid with more  
Texas wind, less fossil fuels. For cleaning the air we breathe.  
For creating Texas jobs and new revenue for Texas schools.  
For saving millions of gallons of water. For battling global  

climate change. For bringing Austin closer to its  
goal of 35% renewable energy by 2020. 

As subscribers to Austin Energy’s new GreenChoice® program, these  
companies get bragging rights for choosing 100% Texas wind energy.

~ PATRON SUBSCRIBERS ~

DELL | Austin Independent School District

~ ENERGIZER SUBSCRIBERS ~

A City of Austin Program



Central Austin Edition • May 2014 NEWS  13

Google for Entrepreneurs gets partner
Austin startup incubator joins eight-city North American network

Lady Bird Lake boardwalk to debut June 7
Project connects 1.1-mile gap in Ann and Roy Butler hiking trail

By Joe Lanane
An overwater trail connection more 

than seven years in the making is set to 
open to the public June 7.

The Boardwalk at Lady Bird Lake, a  
1.1-mile passage that connects the south 
portion of the Ann and Roy Butler Hike 
and Bike Trail, is nearly ready for public 
use. Project costs totaled $27.5 million, said 
David Taylor, project manager for the city 
of Austin.

The Trail Foundation contributed  
$3 million toward the project to help 
ensure it was complete in one phase, TTF 
Executive Director Susan Rankin said. 
Much of that money came from individual 
donors, she said, as well as a $500,000 gift 
from the St. David’s Foundation.

“This project is really a great example 
of how private organizations and private 

By Joe Lanane
Austin technology startup incuba-

tor Capital Factory joined the Google 
for Entrepreneurs eight-city North 
America network, Mayor Lee Leffingwell 
announced May 6.

Businesses based at Capital Factory in 
downtown Austin will have free access 
to the other seven companies in cities 
already part of Google’s entrepreneurial 
team as well as access to Google’s spon-
sored incubators in London and Tel Aviv, 
Israel, Leffingwell said.

“[Capital Factory–based businesses] 
will have the opportunity to pitch to 
Silicon Valley investors, and the impact 
of this partnership will go well beyond 
the Capital Factory startups,” Leffingwell 
said, estimating that companies from 
other cities within Google’s network 
have raised $50 million and created 
1,200 jobs since becoming members 
in their respective hubs.

Capital Factory Executive Director Josh 
Baer said the partnership will result in 
increased access to Google experts and ser-
vices for his incubator’s startup businesses.

“Everyone knows Austin is an up-and-
coming startup city,” Baer said. “This is 
a sign we’re at the top and no longer just 
up-and-coming.”

NEWS BRIEFS

donors can be so essential to putting on 
the ground an important public space,” 
Rankin said. 

Much of the city’s contribution came 
from a voter-approved 2010 mobility 
bond package. The project adds safety and 
connectivity, which previously prevented 
many south shore trail users from fully 
utilizing the hike and bike trail, she said.

“That’s one big reason everybody sup-
ports this project,” Rankin said.

The boardwalk’s debut will include chil-
dren’s activities, live music and remarks 
from public officials. Blue Lapis Light, a 
site-specific aerial dance company, will 
perform under I-35.

“The dance will symbolize the east-west 
connection that’s been created and celebrate 
the lake,” Rankin said, noting that Silicon 
Laboratories Inc. funded the performance. 

Google has teamed with Capital Factory 
in the past to welcome the city of Aus-
tin’s new chief innovation officer and to 
announce that Google Fiber service would 
be coming to Austin, Google Public Affairs 
Manager Gerardo Interiano said.

The partnership also results in a finan-
cial sponsorship from Google, the terms 
of which were not disclosed by Interiano. 

Startups from Capital Factory will be 
eligible to compete in Google for Entre-
preneurs’ next Demo Day, he said. Last 
year 10 companies competed, with each 
earning at least $100,000 for making the 
final pitching process.

Mayor Lee Leffingwell announces Google’s partner-
ship with Capital Factory while wearing Google Glass 
on May 6.
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Teacher salaries a 
lesson in priorities 
AISD aims to balance affordability, 
staying competitive in FY2015

EDUCATION

Teacher salaries in Austin ISD in 
2013–14 lagged behind those 
in other nearby school districts. 
AISD presented its preliminary 
2014–15 budget to members of the 
community in April. District Chief 
Financial Officer Nicole Conley 
said the board of trustees needs to 
consider a tax ratification election, 
or TRE, to bring revenue into the 
district. Money from a TRE could be 
used to support maintaining the 3 
percent salary adjustment teachers 
received in FY2014. 

PAYROLL COSTS 86%**
$623,238,018

DEBT SERVICES 0.0%*
$140,350

CAPITAL OUTLAY 0.1%
$883,000

OTHER OPERATING 
COSTS 1.1% 
$7,703,112

SUPPLIES 4.4%
$31,649,122

PURCHASED &  
CONTRACTED 

SERVICES 8.4%
$61,112,319

0
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By Kelli Weldon
Teacher salaries are a big slice of the pie 

that is Austin ISD’s 2014–15 preliminary 
budget. But compared with area school 
districts, AISD is lagging behind when it 
comes to how much it pays its teachers, 
Chief Financial Officer Nicole Conley said. 

“We have a huge disparity in our teacher 
salaries,” she said. “You could automatically 
go to certain districts around us and get a 
[pay] increase. … We know that we have a 
gap in our teaching salaries that we would 
love to address, but obviously revenue is an 
issue for us.”

AISD is facing a $32 million budget short-
fall for fiscal year 2015 and must send about  
$169.3 million to the state for recapture, also 
known as “Robin Hood,” through which 
property-rich districts are required by law to 
send money to the state to be redistributed 
among districts deemed property-poor. 

A draft budget presented to the commu-
nity at meetings in April shows the district 
plans to maintain the one-time 3 percent 
salary adjustment it made for teachers in 
FY2013 and drop the 1.5 percent salary 
adjustment employees received in FY2014.

AISD will present a final budget to its 
board of trustees in June. If it wants to remain 
competitive, AISD needs a multifaceted long-
term budget solution, Conley said.

The state of teacher salaries
AISD offers stipends for bilingual, spe-

cial education and National Board Certified 
teachers. The district hired about 900 teach-
ers last summer, said Dora Fabelo, director 
of recruiting and staffing for AISD. 

“With a bachelor’s [degree], we start you 
at $43,286, but then [after] five years, that’s 
when we start kind of losing ground a little 
bit,” she said.

Parent Kay Wagner, president of the Cov-
ington Middle School PTA, said she doesn’t 
think AISD’s compensation package is 
enough for teachers. About 63 percent of 
the district’s student population is classified 
as economically disadvantaged, according 
to AISD. Many teachers take on additional 
roles and work long hours, Wagner said. 

“Our teachers tutor during their lunch 
time. They put in an inordinate amount of 
personal time for the well-being of the stu-
dents,” she said.  

Seeking change
Crockett High School teacher David 

Dupont, who teaches policy and constitu-
tional law and coaches soccer, said in the 17 
years he has worked for AISD, teacher sala-
ries have risen slower than the cost of living. 

He said AISD does what it can within 
the confines of economic difficulty, offering 

health insurance and stipends for training. He 
said the problem with teacher salaries extends 
somewhat beyond AISD’s control. 

“I think part of the solution would be to 
reform the tax structure of the state and to 
develop an income tax system where they 
treat every child across the state equally as 
opposed to property-wealthy districts hav-
ing more advantages and then being pun-
ished with recapture,” he said.

There are three ways a school district can 
get new revenue, Conley said: changing leg-
islation, increasing enrollment or average 
daily attendance, or raising the tax rate with 
a tax ratification election, or TRE. AISD 
needs to consider a TRE, Conley said.

Wagner said she isn’t sure if she would 
support a TRE in 2015.

Parent Rick Potter said he is in favor of 
anything that would help boost teacher 
salaries. Potter has four children who have 
attended or are currently attending AISD 
schools. He said one of his greatest concerns 
since he first became involved with the dis-
trict in 1997 has been retaining staff, par-
ticularly in athletics.

“Part of it is facilities, but part of it is we 
need to pay these teachers and coaches com-
mensurate with the marketplace,” he said. 

Why teachers stay
Austin’s appeal as a city, innovative AISD 

programs and benefits such as Social Secu-
rity are among the reasons teachers remain 
with the district, Fabelo said. AISD also 
offers REACH, a program through which 

teachers can receive stipends based on their 
students’ performance, Fabelo said. 

“The REACH Program has really helped 
us, but the REACH program is only in 
certain schools, and they’re hard-to-staff 
schools,” she said.

Fabelo, a former principal and teacher 
who has worked for AISD for about 30 
years, said the draw of teaching is obviously 
not the money—it’s helping children learn. 

“[Teaching] is something that is just so 
rewarding,” she said. “When I get those invi-
tations to college graduations or master’s 
[degree] graduations from my students … 
it’s all worth it.”

Teacher salaries in the FY2015 
budget

After two years of a salary freeze, 
the district’s board of trustees 
approved a one-time compensation 
adjustment for all regular employees 
equivalent to a 3 percent increase, 
which was funded by district 
reserves. 

In FY2014, the board approved the 
3 percent increase for another year 
and added a 1.5 percent increase 
that is not pensionable. 

Sources: Austin ISD 
2013–14 teacher 
salary schedule 
comparison; Austin ISD 
preliminary FY 2015 
budget (teacher data 
as of October 2013); 
Texas Education Agen-
cy’s Texas Academic 
Performance Report, 
2012–13 Austin ISD 
district profile.

GENERAL FUND: $894,012,566
(FOR FY2015, EXCLUDES RECAPTURE)

AISD preliminary  

F Y2015 budget

MAINTAINS 3% INCREASE  

FOR ONE MORE YEAR

+$14.5M

DROPS THE 1.5% INCREASE
-$7.3M

RECAPTURE

Chapter 41 of the Texas Education Code recaptures local tax 
dollars from property-rich districts and redistributes those funds to 
“property-poor” districts. In FY2015, the district projects a $52.2M 
increase in recapture from the prior fiscal year’s adopted budget.

• 22% of local tax revenue collected will be subject to recapture
• AISD will send about $169.3M to the state for recapture in FY2015 
• In FY2015, AISD will have paid more than $1.8 billion to the state 

in recapture payments since 2002

Under state law, a district must 
get voter approval through a 
tax ratification election, or TRE, 
to increase its maintenance and 
operations tax rates. 

The maximum property tax rate 
is $1.17 per $100 of assessed 
property value. In AISD there are  
9 cents remaining under the law 
that could be ratified by voters.

*Data from Austin ISD
**Teachers make up 51 percent 

of AISD staff positions.
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Austin chamber releases Education 
Progress Reports for local districts
AISD sees higher graduation rates, new STAAR, HB 5 changes

by Kelli Weldon
Austin ISD graduation rates have 

increased from 74.3 percent in 2008 to 
an all-time high of 82.5 percent in 2012, 
according to the Greater Austin Chamber 
of Commerce’s annual Education Progress 
Report for the school district.

At the progress reports launch April 
3, then-AISD Superintendent Meria 
Carstarphen said it is a “troubling” time 
for the nation in terms of public educa-
tion, and urban education is at the fore-
front of the fight to make sure children 
get what they need. 

“I have been blessed to be able to build a 
great team. … We really came together to 
fight the fight for kids. I’ve been able to hire 
almost half of the principals in AISD now, 
and as a result our performance is really 
reflecting the value system of our school 
board and of Austin,” she said. 

The chamber has partnered with school 
districts and other Central Texas chambers 
for nine years to put together the reports, 
according to Kimberly Reeves, vice presi-
dent of talent alignment with the cham-
ber. This year the reports cover 12 school 
districts in Central Texas. 

AISD’s report includes K–12 student 
performance data from the 2011–12 school 
year as well as 2013 State of Texas Assess-
ments of Academic Readiness, or STAAR, 
results. The school district has seen slight 
year-over-year increases in graduation rates, 
post-secondary enrollment, and college and 
career readiness, but progress during the 
past few years has been relatively flat.

According to the report, 973 more AISD 
seniors graduated ready for college in 2012 
than in 2007. Graduation rates increased 
for economically disadvantaged, African-
American and Hispanic students in 2012.

As school counselors throughout 
Central Texas help students transition to 
new Foundation High School Program 

graduation plans initiated under House 
Bill 5, part of the message the chamber 
wants to convey is what opportunities are 
available for students, Reeves said.

“We are in one of the fastest-growing 
communities in the country with a lot of 
high-demand jobs and a lot of mismatch 
between the jobs that we have and what 
kids think they want to do,” she said.

The report shows computer- and math-
related jobs make up 19 percent of Central 
Texas job openings, while in the regional 
class of 2013, computer jobs make up  
4 percent of student aspirations, and sci-
ence and math careers make up 6 percent.

AISD school board trustee Amber Elenz 
said hearing that local businesses want to 
help connect students with potential career 
paths is encouraging. 

“That is going to be so important as 
we move into the HB 5 new endorsement 
routes,” she said. “It’s critical that [busi-
nesses] are partnering with all the school 
districts.”

AISD’s direct-to-college enrollment 
rate—the percentage of high school stu-
dents who actually enrolled in a university, 
community college or technical school 
immediately after graduating—was 60 
percent for the class of 2012. 

“I think being flat is sobering a little bit 
because you know the work that goes into 
it,” Elenz said. “But yet, when you look at 
the realities of the changing demograph-
ics, really we didn’t stay flat. We took some 
kids who have really, really struggled and 
brought them up. It’s just masked in the 
overall data.”

The report examines test results of fifth- 
and eighth-graders, as those students are 
about to make the transition from elemen-
tary to middle and from middle to high 
school, Reeves explained. Results from the 
report show AISD fifth- and eighth-grad-
ers improved on the STAAR exams, but 

EDUCATION

standards will become even more rigorous 
in 2016, Reeves said. 

AISD Chief Academic Officer Pauline 
Dow said AISD strategies for STAAR 
improvement include professional develop-
ment, holding meetings about instruction 
best practices and using a framework for 
curriculum design intended to help stu-
dents gain a deep conceptual understand-
ing of materials. 

“The office of academics and the assess-
ment department collaboratively create 
benchmarks to measure student mastery 
of the taught curriculum mid-year, in time 
for teachers to analyze the assessment data 
to improve teaching and learning and 
student achievement,” she said.

Overall the reports give business own-
ers, educators, parents and the community 
an overview of what is happening in local 
school districts, Reeves said. 

“Even in the face of budget cuts, [school 
districts] are doing a good job meeting the 
standards,” Reeves said. “Now the stan-
dards are going to change, and they are 
probably going to be even more challeng-
ing. We have to be even more strategic with 
our decisions when it comes to budgets 
and programs and policies.”

The reports can be accessed online at 
www.austinchamber.com/edureports.

Austin students’ results revealed in Education Progress Report
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Each year, the Greater Austin Chamber of 
Commerce partners with school districts and 
other Central Texas chambers to put together its 
Education Progress Reports, according to Kimberly 
Reeves, vice president of talent alignment with the 
chamber. This year the reports cover 12 school 
districts in Central Texas including Austin ISD. 

The reports examine the number of students 
who say they intend to attend college, how 
many students applied for financial aid, and 
the percentage of a school district’s graduating 
class that is deemed college- and career-ready, 
a classification based on state performance 
measures.

Source: Greater Austin Chamber of Commerce, Austin ISD Progress Report 2013

A variety of jobs are available in Central Texas, but they don’t 
always match up with student aspirations. Top 

regional class of 2013 student aspirations included 
health care (19 percent), business  

(13 percent) and engineering  
(11 percent).
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FOR MEETINGS SCHEDULE:
Visit www.leadershipaustin.org 

Council candidates prepare for 10-1
Local civic group to inform voters, politicians before November

The city of Austin is gearing up for its first City Council elections under Austin’s new 10-1 
districting system. To help prepare voters and potential candidates for campaigning season, 
nonprofit Leadership Austin is developing a series of meetings to be held this summer. 

The organization, established 35 years ago, prepares community leaders by helping them 
develop skills, explore issues and build relationships. Providing the public with as much 
information as possible and making residents familiar with the Imagine Austin Comprehensive 
Plan are goals of the meetings series, Leadership Austin CEO Christopher Kennedy said.

By Kelli Weldon 
As voters prepare to elect City Council 

members within Austin’s newly estab-
lished geographic districts, local nonprofit 
Leadership Austin plans to inform can-
didates and the public about city gover-
nance with a series of meetings as part of 
its Imagine One Austin effort.

In November 2013, the 14-member 
Independent Citizens Redistricting Com-
mission established the boundaries of 
the city’s 10 new voting districts. Start-
ing with the November elections, City 
Council members will be elected in those 
geographic areas, while the mayor will 
still be elected at-large.

Leadership Austin CEO Christopher 
Kennedy said the upcoming Imagine One 
Austin series will cover different topics at 

each session to strengthen potential can-
didates’ knowledge and provide informa-
tion to the community. 

All meetings will be open to the public 
and free. 

Leadership Austin will work with a 
variety of partner organizations from 
throughout the city to present Imagine 
One Austin, Kennedy said.

“The more we have a common under-
standing of the baseline issues, the more 
engaged our community will be as we try 
to encourage all of these voices to partici-
pate,” Kennedy said. 

The first Imagine One Austin meet-
ing will focus on demographics and how 
Austin has changed in the past several 
years. Attendees will also be introduced 
to the Imagine Austin Comprehensive 

Plan, which the city adopted in June 2012 
to direct Austin’s growth and redevelop-
ment for the next 30 years. 

Imagine Austin covers several catego-
ries: land use and transportation, housing 
and neighborhoods, the economy, conser-
vation and the environment, city facilities 
and services, and society and creativity. 
Current and future council members will 
continue to work with the Imagine Austin 
plan, he said, so Imagine One Austin 
meetings will address those issues.

Kennedy said the overall goal is to pro-
vide baseline information that Leadership 

Austin hopes will enhance the quality of 
dialogue that will take place this fall as 
the community begins hearing from 10-1 
candidates. 

Kennedy said Leadership Austin hopes 
10-1 results in greater civic engagement 
and larger voter turnout. 

“We have a huge opportunity to change 
the way that our … community gets 
engaged,” Kennedy said. 

For the meetings schedule and more 
details about Imagine One Austin, visit 
www.leadershipaustin.org. 

Austin’s changing demographics will be an area of focus in the first meeting of Imagine One Austin—an 
effort led by Leadership Austin to inform voters and city council candidates before the November elections.

Envisioning Austin’s future: 20 years of growth

Total population

Total housing units

Vacancy rate

Median household income*

Median age

1990 2000 2010

465,622

217,054

11.5%

$25,405

28.3

656,562

276,842

4%

$42,689

29.6

790,390

354,241

8.3%

$50,132

31

*unadjustedSource: City of Austin demographic profile
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By Kelli Weldon
Austin has changed the way it elects 

its City Council. 
Currently the six council members 

and mayor are elected at-large, meaning 
they each represent the entire city. Start-
ing with November’s elections, Austin 
has 10 geographic districts.

Voters in November 2012 approved a 
proposition to switch to a 10-1 system, 
wherein voters in each district will elect 
a single council member from their dis-
trict to represent them on City Council, 
and the city’s mayor will still be elected 
at-large.

City staff conducted public meetings 
in different parts of Austin to encour-
age residents to get involved with 
establishing an Independent Citizens 
Redistricting Commission to draw the 
boundaries for the geographic districts. 
The city auditor’s office helped form the 
14-member ICRC in May 2013. 

The ICRC split the city Nov. 25 into 10 
districts (see map). 

Among other criteria, the new 
districts had to have roughly equal 
populations and comply with the federal 
Voting Rights Act, according to the city 
charter. 

Some council candidates have begun 
campaigning within their districts.  
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The city of Austin has established 
several dates related to the November 
elections, including the following:

• July 15–Deadline to file semiannual 
report of campaign contributions 

• July 21–First day candidate can file ap-
plication for a place on the ballot

• Aug. 18–Last day for candidates to file
• Oct. 6–Last day to register to vote 

either early or on Election Day
• Oct. 20–First day to early vote in person
• Oct. 24–Last day to apply for early bal-

lot by mail
• Oct. 31–Last day of early voting in 

person
• Nov. 4–Election Day
• Nov. 18–City Council canvasses results 
• Nov. 18–23*–Council can call for runoff 

election
• Dec. 16–Runoff election day

*A runoff election must be ordered no 
later than the fifth day after the date 
the final canvass of the main election is 
completed.

More information about elections can be 
found on Travis County’s elections site, 
www.traviscountyelections.org and the 
city’s website, www.austintexas.gov. 

 Key dates  for 10-1History of 10-1

Registered voters by district

2, 4
25K–35K

1, 3
36K–45K

6, 7, 8
46K–55K

5, 9, 10
56K–65K

Source: Travis County

RE-STORE.COM  |  310 COMAL ST  |  512.478.2165

10% o� 20% o� 

Mon–Sat 9am–7pm, Sun 9am–6pm
Doors, cabinets, windows, lighting, plumbing, 

 xtures, furniture, appliances & more.

SHOP.  DONATE.  CHANGE  LIVES.

purchases 
$100 or below

purchases 
over $100

When you shop at or donate to the ReStore, you 
support Austin Habitat’s home building and repair 
programs for hardworking Austin families. COUPON CODE: SOUTH

PRESENT THIS AD FOR 

Texas Realty

If you’re thinking of buying or selling a home 
Stop by our newly remodeled o�  ce for Starbucks co
 ee, preview homes 

on 50” screens and enjoy our 50Mbps high speed WIFI.

2014 Real Estate Agency 
Brand of the Year:

Berkshire Hathaway Home 
Services

� e highest ranked real 
estate agency brand by 

consumers.

3303 Northland Dr.
Suite 100, Austin TX. 78731

512-483-6000
www.bhhstxrealty.com

$69 NEW PATIENT SPECIAL
includes exam, xrays, oral cancer screening, a complete 

evaluation of teeth & gums, and teeth whitening. 
10% discount on any type of cleaning.

A $350 VALUE
Valid with new patients only. Some restrictions apply. 

Offer expires 6-30-14.

NEW LOCATION SHOPS AT SOCO BERKSHIRE

3801 S. Congress, Austin, TX

Amy Urban, DMD & Angela Burns, DDS

love the mouth
www.urbandentistry.com

512-440-5900

facebook.com/UrbanDentistryAustin
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Transportation alternatives to get city review Mitigation plan to be created for South Lamar  

Construction on intake facility to start next year

AUSTIN Consideration of a rideshare 
pilot program sparked debate May 15 
about what needs to be done to improve 
Austin’s overall transportation system.

City Council voted unanimously to 
form a stakeholder group that will make 
recommendations on how to best launch a 
pilot program for allowing transportation 
network companies, or TNCs, smart-
phone applications that connect pas-
sengers to drivers who use their personal 
vehicles. For-profit ridesharing is cur-
rently illegal in Austin. 

Multiple taxi drivers spoke out against 
the proposed service, arguing ridesharing 
would not only take away business but is 
also unsafe because the rideshare industry 
is not required to abide by the same licens-
ing agreements as drivers from Austin’s 
three franchised cab companies.

Ridesharing proponents, on the other 
hand, stressed the need to legalize TNCs, 
which are allowed to operate in multiple 
other cities nationwide. The resolution 
approved by council asks stakeholders 
to consider solutions to problems that 
occurred in other cities where ridesharing 
programs such as Uber and Lyft are legal, 
such as whether passengers are insured 
when using a ridesharing service, how all 

drivers could be properly screened and 
how accessibility limitations would be 
addressed.

“As I look at this option, one of the 
concerns I have is safety,” Councilwoman 
Kathie Tovo said. “Safety has to be our 
paramount concern, and I really want to 
have some stakeholders in this process 
who can weigh in on that.”

A separate resolution also created a 
stakeholder group to study short- and long-
term improvements that could be made 
to Austin’s taxi service, especially during 
peak periods. Mayor Lee Leffingwell said 
he supported a fair evaluation of each 
transportation service but voted against the 
second stakeholder group because he said it 
created duplicate efforts for the city.

AUSTIN City Council voted unanimously 
May 1 to create a mitigation plan to 
address the effects of infill development in 
the South Lamar neighborhood.

The resolution is in response to neigh-
borhood concerns about flooding as a 
result of new developments in the area as 
well as the need to improve sidewalk and 
street infrastructure to better accommo-
date the growing area, which is located just 

east of South Lamar Boulevard and north 
of Ben White Boulevard.

“We will use [South Lamar] as a study 
area to develop tools and ideas ... that we 
can apply to all the neighborhoods expe-
riencing the same problems,” Council-
woman Laura Morrison said. 

The approved resolution requires city 
staff to present a timeline for a mitigation 
plan to council by Aug. 15.

AUSTIN The Parks and Recreation 
Department presented City Council on 
May 1 with a timeline for redeveloping 
the Seaholm Power Plant intake facility 
on Lady Bird Lake. 

The city in May began the process of 
seeking master planners interested in 
redeveloping the intake facility, located 
near the Pfluger Pedestrian Bridge on 
Cesar Chavez Street. Top proposals will 
be selected in June and presented to 
the public in July, said Lyn Estabrook, 
project manager for the Parks and Rec-
reation Department. The final teams will 
present to City Council in August, she 

said, with an anticipated decision made 
by October. 

Construction on the intake facility would 
begin in winter 2015, Estabrook said.

Ridesharing services such as Uber, Lyft and Side-
car could be made legal through a pilot program.
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A 2013 design competition identified preferred 
public uses for the Seaholm intake facility location.
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CITY & COUNTY
News from Austin and Travis County

INAUGURAL SEASON

EVERYTHING’S
 BIGGER IN TENNIS

HOME MATCHES: 
JULY 8, 9, 11, 12, 
14, 18, AND 19
All home matches played at the 
state-of-the-art, climate-controlled 
Cedar Park Center

TICKETS 

ON SALE NOW! 

CALL 512-508-3069 

OR VISIT

AUSTINACESTENNIS.COM

2014 MARQUEE PLAYERS: ANDY RODDICK & MARION BARTOLI

REGENT
PROPERTY GROUP
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Republic Square master plan awaits approval

Commissioners briefed on jobs for ex-offenders

TV, film projects to benefit from new program

City’s African American 
Cultural Heritage District 
gains funding approval

AUSTIN A master plan for 
Republic Square Park in down-
town Austin will go before City 
Council for approval in early 
June, council learned May 15.

If approved, construction on 
the $2.4 million first phase of 
the project would start in June 
2015, said Marty Stump, project 
management supervisor. The cost 
of construction would be funded 
in part by $1 million donated as part of 
the adjacent federal courthouse project, 
he said, as well as a $250,000 contribution 
from the Austin Parks Foundation.

APF will lead the redesign efforts with 
the help of the Downtown Austin Alliance. 
The two organizations will also be respon-
sible for helping to raise the $1.4 million 
needed for the project’s second phase, 

which includes a small kiosk for a private 
food vendor and a building with restrooms 
and supply storage space. The groups 
would also help maintain and operate the 
park at an anticipated $300,000 per year.

“It’s very exciting now to be within reach 
of a whole new model to help us out with 
Republic Square and other downtown 
parks,” Councilman Chris Riley said.

TRAVIS COUNTY Commissioners 
Court on April 29 received an update 
on a program intended to find jobs for 
convicted criminals.

The Workforce Development Program 
is designed to help individuals find jobs, 

said Roger Jefferies, U.S. Criminal Jus-
tice Department county executive. 

Jefferies said 52 employers have 
agreed to hire ex-offenders. Since Febru-
ary 2013, there have been 126 people in 
job training or who were hired.

AUSTIN A new Economic Development 
Department program targets movie, tele-
vision and digital media film projects.

The Austin Creative Content Incentive 
Program, approved May 15 by City Coun-
cil, enables the city to be more competitive 
when incentivizing film production in 
Austin, city documents state.

In exchange, all applicants must use a 
“Made in Austin” logo in the project’s end 

credits, be an approved applicant for state 
film incentives, pay fair wages and hire 
based on city guidelines. In addition, each 
project must fall within the city’s desired 
development zone. 

In exchange, the city will incentivize 
each project by paying approved produc-
tion companies 0.5 percent to 0.75 percent 
of the wages paid to local residents work-
ing on a given project.

AUSTIN More than a half-dozen speak-
ers asked City Council on May 15 to con-
tinue its financial support of the African 
American Cultural Heritage District.

City Council voted unanimously 
to allocate $237,000 to the district for 
educational programs, heritage pres-
ervation and economic development 
services. The district, established by the 
city in 2007 and approved by the state 
in 2009, primarily includes a 6-square-
mile area in central East Austin.

This rendering shows plans for a $3.8 million redevelopment of 
Republic Square Park.
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Compiled by Joe Lanane and Joe Olivieri

Austin City Council
Meets at 10 a.m. most Thursdays 
Austin City Hall, 301 W. Second St.
512-974-2210 • www.austintexas.gov/
department/city-council
Travis County 
Commissioners Court
Meets at 9 a.m. Tuesdays 
700 Lavaca St., Austin
www.co.travis.tx.us/commissioners-court

Tweetings
For instant coverage of these 
meetings, follow us on Twitter: 
@impactnews_cta

Tweetings

Meetings

      Scheduling: 512-453-6100                                                                                               www.ausrad.com

A U S T I N  R A D I O L O G I C A L  A S S O C I A T I O N

60
yeARS

Women’s radiology at ARA - 
information for your best health
Austin Radiological Association is committed to bringing you 

the full spectrum of women’s medical imaging. We offer digital 

mammography, breast biopsy exams, bone density exams, 

CT lung screening, EVLT for varicose veins, uterine fibroid 

embolization and supplemental breast screening including 

MRI and molecular breast imaging (MBI). With 15 locations, 

including our two Women’s Imaging Centers, it’s easy to find 

ARA medical imaging services near you.

The bone density scan at ARA was painless, 

easy, and actually pleasant. For people who 

have risk factors for osteoporosis, I would 

certainly encourage them to get a bone 

density scan early on in their lives.

 ~ Carolyn Perialas

    ARA bone density patient
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23 Planet Music: Middle Eastern
The monthly music series includes live music by 1001 

Nights Orchestra and dance performances and lessons by 
Ravaan Persian dancers and Austin International Folk dancers. 
The family-friendly concert series spotlights different musical 
and cultural styles each month. 7 p.m. Free. Dougherty Arts 
Center, 1110 Barton Springs Road. 512-974-4000.  
www.austintexas.gov/planetmusic

27 Trailer Food Tuesdays
Attendees can sample up to 10 Austin food trucks at 

one location every last Tuesday of the month through October. 
Attendees may bring picnic blankets to the event, which 
includes music and family-friendly entertainment. 5–9 p.m. Free. 
Long Center for the Performing Arts, 701 W. Riverside Drive. 
512-474-5664. www.trailerfoodtuesdays.com

28 through Aug. 6  
Blues on the Green

The annual musical showcase hosted by KGSR returns for a 24th 
year with Saints of Valery with The Wind + The Wave. Shows 
take place every other Wednesday. 8 p.m. Free. Zilker Park, 2100 
Barton Springs Road. 512-832-4000. www.kgsr.com/botg

29 Fourth annual Wag the Dog Glamour Hour
The animal welfare fundraiser features raffle items, 

door prizes, a silent auction and salon specials such as 
mini-manicures and nail art. Proceeds go to Texas Humane 
Legislation Network, an animal welfare nonprofit that works to 
pass animal-protection laws. No pets allowed. 6–10 p.m. $20 
(in advance), $25 (at door). Retreat Nail Spa, 4615 N. Lamar 
Blvd., Ste. 300. 512-789-2988. www.wagthedog2014.thln.org

31 ATX Kids
The one-day popup shopping event brings child-

focused apparel brands to one spot. At least a dozen 
Austin-based vendors are expected to attend, including Girls 
Will Be, Kandle Kidswear, stripedshirt and Valentina Shoes. 
Children’s activities and food trucks are also available.  
10 a.m.–2 p.m. Free. 801 Barton Springs Road.  
512-786-1098. www.facebook.com/ATXkids

31 Austin Maifest
The traditional German celebration includes live music, 

bowling and beer tastings provided by Central Texas craft 

May

22 through 25  
‘A Delicate Balance’

Guest director Fritz Ketchum leads the American drama that 
follows two suburbanites and their alcoholic sister whose 
“delicate balance” is disturbed by the sudden appearance 
of some lifelong friends seeking refuge from an unknown 
terror. 8 p.m. (Thu.–Sat.), 5:30 p.m. (Sun.). $15 (general 
seating), $25 (to reserve first- or second-row seating). The 
City Theatre, 3823 Airport Blvd. 512-524-2870.  
www.citytheatreaustin.org

22 Mamma Jamma kick-off party
A group dedicated to raising money for breast cancer 

support in Central Texas hosts its first event leading up to its 
Sept. 27 annual bike ride fundraiser. The party includes food, 
live music, beverages, giveaway drawings and a silent auction. 
6:30 p.m. Free. Sawyer Hall, 1320 E. 51st St. 512-765-5526. 
www.mammajammaride.org

23 through June 1  
Austin Piano Festival

Classical musicians perform concerts and host educational 
workshops during the two-weekend event, which also includes 
pianists from Austin and musicians from throughout the 
country. Performers include Spencer Myer, Gabriela Martinez, 
Christopher Guzman, Gregory Allen and more. Performance 
schedules vary per day. 7:30 p.m. (Fri.–Sat.), 5 p.m. (Sun.). 
Because of limited seating, requests for invitations are required 
for the opening gala. $10 (students), $20 (general seating). 
Austin Steinway Gallery (first Fri. only), 12980 N. US 183; 
University United Methodist Church, 2409 Guadalupe St.  
512-337-2224. www.austinpianofestival.com

23 Haefner/Mitchell harp duo
The concert hosted by the Austin chapter of the 

American Harp Society features performances from musicians 
Jaymee Haefner and Emily Mitchell. The show features works 
by Edward Flower, Gary Schocker, Manuel de Falla and Astor 
Piazolla. 7 p.m. $12 (AHS members and children age 17 and 
younger), $20 (general admission). Blackerby Violin Shop, 1111 
W. Anderson Lane. 512-469-9343. www.austinharpsociety.org

CALENDAR
breweries. Proceeds from the event benefit Foodways Texas, an 
organization geared toward promoting diverse food cultures in 
the state. 1–7 p.m. $25. Scholz Beer Garden, 1607 San Jacinto 
Blvd. 512-666-7464. www.maifestatx2014.brownpapertickets.
com

31 Breast cancer fundraiser
Komen Austin, the local affiliate for the Susan G. Komen 

Foundation, hosts its third annual Perfectly Pink Party. The 
event includes a live auction, cocktail reception and an award 
ceremony. Proceeds go toward research and people in the 
local community who are affected by breast cancer. 5:30 p.m. 
(cocktail reception), 6:30 p.m. (main event). Starting at $225 per 
person. Brazos Hall, 204 E. Fourth St. 512-473-0900.  
www.komenaustin.org/perfectlypinkparty

31 Jimmy Buffett and the Coral Reefer Band
The “Margaritaville” singer visits Austin as part of 

his “This One’s For You” tour to support his latest album, 
“Songs from St. Somewhere.” 8 p.m. Ticket prices vary. 
Austin360 Amphitheater, Circuit of The Americas, 9201 
Circuit of The Americas Blvd. www.circuitoftheamericas.com

June

01 Bollywood Meets Borscht Belt
The second annual event highlights multicultural 

entertainment, including a vegetarian Indian dinner, Jewish 
desserts, Hindu dancing and Jewish folk dancing. Attendees 
are encouraged to wear colorful attire. Tickets may be 
purchased by vising www.shalomaustin.org/namaste or  
www.hinducharitiesforamerica.org. 4–7:30 p.m. $10 (seniors 
and children age 12 and younger), $25 (adults). Jewish 
Community Association of Austin, 7300 Hart Lane.  
512-994-4638. www.hinducharitiesforamerica.org.

01 Tenth annual Downtown Living Tour
Acoustic live music, appetizers and drinks kick off 

a six-hour tour, which includes eight to 10 stops at various 
downtown Austin living spaces, restaurants, retailers and 
coffee shops. Participants are chauffeured in air-conditioned 
shuttles. 11 a.m.–5 p.m. $18.50 (early bird), $25 (same-day 
registration). Tour starts at CRAVE Austin, 340 E. Second St. 
www.downtownaustin.org. info@downtownaustin.org
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05 through 08  
ATX Television Festival

The event celebrates the television 
medium by creating opportunities for 
fans and the television industry to come 
together to watch and discuss the series 
they love. Event participants include the 
talent behind television shows such as 
“Everwood,” “Franklin and Bash,” “Hey 
Dude” and “Orphan Black.” $225 for 
weekend badges. Venues include Alamo 
Drafthouse Ritz and Stateside at the 
Paramount. www.atxfestival.com. tv@
atxfestival.com 

05 through 08  
X Games Austin 2014

The four-day event attracts a variety of 
athletes to compete in different types of 
extreme sports. Performing artists are slated 
to include Kanye West, the Flaming Lips and 
Pretty Lights. Times vary. Starting at $39 (daily 
passes), Starting at $89 (3-day passes). Circuit 
of The Americas, 9201 Circuit of The Americas 
Blvd. 512-301-6600. www.xgamesaustin.com

07 National Trails Day
The annual volunteer program 

attracts thousands nationally to help with 
trail cleanup, maintenance and mulching. 
Last year, Austin Parks Foundation 
completed 18 trail projects using 350 
volunteers. Deadline to register projects 
is May 26. 8 a.m. Free. Austin Parks 
Foundation, 507 Calles St., Ste. 116.  
www.austinparks.org

07 Art Bra Austin
Austin artists create bras and other 

wearable art for the annual runway show 
that features breast cancer survivors who are 
clients of the Breast Cancer Resource Centers 
of Texas. The event includes food tastings, a 
silent auction and Smilebooth photos.  
7–11 p.m. $150 (general admission). $225 
(runway seating and reserved floor seats). 
Austin Music Hall, 208 Nueces St.  
512-524-2470. www.artbraaustin.org

09 Young Guns Running Group 
summer camps

Participants can join one or both of the featured 
camps. Fit & Fun Summer Camp, geared 
toward kindergarten through fifth-graders, 
keeps children active through drills, games 
and other activities. Cycle the City Camp, 

Featured EVENT

Featured EVENT
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Worth the TRIP

geared toward second- through eighth-graders, 
reviews bicycle safety procedures before 
touring many popular Austin bike trails. 9 a.m.–
noon (Fit & Fun Camp), 12:30–3:30 p.m. (Cycle 
the City Camp). $50 (daily), $250 (weekly). Fit & 
Fun Camp meets at Casis Elementary School, 
2710 Exposition Blvd.; Cycle the City Camp 
meets at West Enfield Park, 2008 Enfield Road. 
512-589-2083. www.ygatx.com

09 through Aug. 22  
Wet & Wild Adventure Camp

Weekly camps vary in adventures for 
campers ages 6–15. Swimming is 
guaranteed every day. 7:30 a.m.–6 p.m. 
$310. Meets daily at West Enfield Park, 2008 
Enfield Road. 512-968-9950.  
www.wetwildcamp.com
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Sponsored by

Find more or submit Central Austin  
events at impactnews.com/cta-calendar.

To have Central Austin events 
considered for the print edition, they 
must be submitted online by the second 
Wednesday of the month.

Online Calendar

through 15
Republic of Texas  
Biker Rally

Attracting approximately 200,000 
motorcycle enthusiasts and spectators 
to Central Texas each year, the event 
features live music, entertainment, 
specialized vendors, professional 
attractions and celebrity guests. This 
year’s event includes ROT Biker Rally 
Downtown presented by Austin360, a 
free family festival scheduled for June 
13–14. Times vary. Free (festival), $65–
$75 (rally). Rally: Travis County Expo 
Center, 7311 Decker Lane; Festival: 
Austin American-Statesman parking lot, 
305 S. Congress Ave. 512-252-9768. 
www.rotrally.com

Maudie’s Moonlight 
Margarita Run & Party
The annual evening run 

benefits The Trail Foundation. This 
year’s funds raised will go toward 
improvements on the future boardwalk, 
new restrooms, improved lakefront 
gathering areas and native tree plantings 
to help shade the trail. All of-age 
participants are treated to margaritas 
and snacks after the race. There is 
also a post-race party held separately 
with more margaritas and dinner from 
Maudie’s. 8 p.m. $100 (5K and party), 
$35 (5K only). Run starts at Lady Bird 
Lake. www.TheTrailFoundation.org

Nature Nights at LBJ 
Wildflower Center
The series, sponsored 

by H-E-B, includes interactive 
presentations, nature hikes and 
educational activities on six Thursdays 
until July 24. 5–8 p.m. Free. Luci and Ian 
Family Garden at the Lady Bird Johnson 
Wildflower Center, 4801 La Crosse Ave. 
512-232-0100. www.wildflower.org

20 Jewels of the Tanjavur 
Tradition

The Asian American Resource Center hosts 
an evening of Southern Indian live music and 
dance. Musicians from Chennai, India, perform, 
including K Sudhaman, TS Krishnaurthy and 
R Thiagarajan. Anuradha Niampally, who was 
nominated for Best Dancer by the Austin 
Critics’ Circle, performs original and traditional 
Indian dance. $10 (students and seniors), $15 
(general admission). Asian American Resource 
Center, 8401 Cameron Road.  
512-974-1700. www.austintexas.gov/aarc

21 through 22  
City-wide Garage Sale

A vintage flea market hosts the weekend 
event in Austin. Items for sale include home 
accessories and decorations as well as other 
vintage Texas goods. 10 a.m.–5 p.m. (Sat.), 11 
a.m.–5 p.m. (Sun.). free (age 12 and younger), 
$6 (adults). Palmer Events Center,  
900 Barton Springs Road. www.cwgs.com

22 Rockin’ Rainbowl
The bowling tournament features 

live music, a silent auction and a raffle. 
Funds go to local nonprofit Ruby’s Rainbow, 
which helps individuals with Down syndrome 
pursue higher education. 1–6 p.m. (First 
flight 1 p.m., music and food from 3–4 p.m., 
second flight 4 p.m.) $15 (younger than 12), 
$25 (12 and older). 512-879-7801. Dart Bowl, 
5700 Grover Ave. www.rubysrainbow.org
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PhoNatic Vietnamese Cuisine

2525 W. Anderson Ln. • Bldg.3, Ste. 280
512-458-8889
www.pho-natic.com
Hours: 11 a.m.–9 p.m. daily
Twitter: @PhoNaticTX

The Bun Thit Heo Nuong is grilled marinated pork with vermicelli noodles and vegetables ($7.95).
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PhoNatic Vietnamese 
Cuisine
Couple opens fast-casual Vietnamese concept  

I n 2010 Pat Lee noticed that Vietnam-
ese food had not gone mainstream. 

He and his wife, Sara, were operat-
ing a franchise of a Houston-based Viet-
namese restaurant at the time. 

They researched opening a fast-casual 
restaurant with counter service and 
opened PhoNatic Vietnamese Cuisine on 
Anderson Lane in October 2011. 

“We are different because there are so 
many stereotypes about getting authentic 
Asian cuisine,” Sara said. “What we are 
trying to do is still serve it in a modern 
atmosphere. The stereotype is that it has 
to be a hole-in-the-wall [restaurant].”

The Lees opened a location in South 
Austin in June 2013 and a Cedar Park 
location in January.

“We have regular customers who drive 
[to the South Austin location] from Buda 
and Kyle,” she said.

Pat, who is originally from Vietnam, 
developed the recipes for the restaurant.

 The menu is simple—“It’s either soup 
or not soup,” Sara said. The soups include 
traditional Vietnamese pho (see sidebar). 
Non-soup options include marinated 
meats over rice, noodles or salads. 

The grilled pork and fish choices are 
popular, she said.

PhoNatic also recently finished con-
struction on a commissary kitchen. 

“We want to make sure that no mat-
ter how many locations we open, that the 
food is always perfect,” she said. 

The Lees said they hope to eventually 
take PhoNatic statewide. 

Sara said Austin customers will ask if 
PhoNatic is a national chain because they 
prefer to eat at locally owned restaurants.

“Well, I’m mom, and pop is over there,” 
she said.

DINING

By Joe Olivieri

Mi Hoanh Thanh Thap Cam includes pork and shrimp 
wontons and egg noodles ($7.95 regular, $8.75 large).

Pho
Pho, pronounced “fah,” is a traditional 
Vietnamese noodle soup.

Pho is typically served as a breakfast 
food in Vietnam but can be eaten at any 
time of day, owner Sara Lee said. 

The soup itself is the most important 
element; the meats simply add to the 
flavor, she said.

Pho is meant to be hearty in taste but 
not heavy.

“We really accomplish that by having a 
good soup stock,” she explained. “We 
use beef broth to make our beef stock 
and full chickens for our chicken stock. 
The process, start to finish for either 
soup, is about 10 hours.”

PhoNatic offers versions of pho with filet 
mignon and ox tail, the latter being very 
popular for its flavor, Sara said.

PhoNatic is one of the few Vietnamese 
restaurants in Central Texas to have a 
truly vegetarian pho with a vegetable-
based broth, she said. 

Diners also have a build-your-own-bowl 
option starting at $7.25. 

Menu options
The Banh Mi Sliders are the most 
popular item on the menu, owner Sara 
Lee said. The sliders’ full name is 
Banh Bao Thit Nuong and they include 
grilled pork, cucumber, pickled carrots, 
jalapeños, daikon and cilantro on a 
steamed Peking bun (three for $5.95). 
Other menu items include:

• Cha Gio—Fried Vietnamese egg rolls  
with pork, shrimp, mushrooms and veg-
etables served with fish sauce ($1.70 for 
a single egg roll, $3.15 for an order)

• Com Thit Heo Nuong—Grilled mari-
nated pork served with steamed rice 
and a side of vegetables ($7.95)

• Mi Bo Vien—Beef meatballs, red and 
green onions and cilantro served with 
egg noodles in beef broth ($7.25  
regular, $7.95 large).

• Mi Thap Cam Kho—Dried egg noodle, 
chicken breast, fish balls, jumbo 
shrimp, crab stick, ground pork, roasted 
garlic, onions, green onlon, leeks and 
cilantro served with chicken broth 
($7.95 regular, $8.85 large).

• Com Dau Hu Chien—Fried tofu with 
steamed rice and vegetables ($6.75)

• Che Thai Lan—Lychee, jackfruit, lon-
gan, tapioca and jelly with crushed ice 
and creme ($3.75)

The Banh Mi Sliders are PhoNatic’s take on the tradi-
tional Banh Mi sandwich, owner Sara Lee said.

PhoNatic co-owner Sara Lee opened the restaurant 
with her husband Pat. 
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you are going places. so are we.
at the central texas regional Mobility 
authority, we build More than toll roads.

We are getting you where you want to go – to work, to play, to volunteer –  
with fewer delays and less stress, and with speed and efficiency. Providing  
mobility choices and growing our economy.

With a vision to create a seamless network of regional, tolled expressways  
connecting Travis and Williamson counties, we keep you and your business moving. 
We’ve prepared this special community report to bring you up to speed on some 
exciting mobility developments across Central Texas.  

so who is the Mobility authority? 
We’re local and here to serve you. We’re headquartered here, live here, 

and are focused on Central Texas. Chartered by Travis and Williamson 
counties, we are a public agency, created under the authority of the State  
Legislature, with a Board of Directors appointed by elected officials. We’re  
transparent and accountable. We involve the public in every step of the process 
from environmental planning to design. 

building a better Mopac, and More.
We’re in the middle of building another high-profile project – the  

addition of Express Lanes to an 11-mile stretch of MoPac. Transforming one  
of Austin’s most congested corridors, it will become a more efficient and  
enjoyable roadway.  

You may already know us by our first project, the 183A toll road 
in Williamson County. Since it opened in 2007, the 11.6-mile roadway 

 has exceeded original traffic and revenue expectations and spurred  
incredible economic development in Cedar Park and Leander.

We invested more than $426 million in our second project, the Manor 
Expressway, along US 290 East. The first phase opened at the end of 2012, 
and the entire project will be completed and open to drivers this May. 

Whether you run a small or large business, or travel to work, shop, or play, 
mobility helps drive your success. And that’s what drives us.

we are the central texas
regional Mobility authority.

contact us:

what’s inside:
Mopac improvement project:

Meet MoPac Man
Construction Update

Manor expressway: 
Phase 2 Opening

special coMMunity report

Mobilityauthority.com  n  Facebook.com/Mobilityauthority  n  twitter @ctxMobility  n  info@ctrma.org  n  (512) 996-9778



Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com24  FEATURES

Meet Mopac Man 
hi, i’m steve pustelnyk, but my fellow  
super-heroes call me Mopac Man. i’ve got a 
tough job on my hands, helping you navigate 
the challenging twists and turns of the Mopac 
improvement project. so i’ve employed a wide 
range of secret weapons to help me do it.   
actually, they aren’t so secret, but they are  
pretty creative and helpful.

Questions or concerns?
Steve Pustelnyk, Director of Community Relations

24/7 HOTLINE:  (512) 270-5000

When you’re driving, check us out on 800 AM. Critics  
call it clever, funny and refreshing. We call it Highway  
Advisory Radio with a twist.

website:  I’ve loaded our website with all kinds of great information. On the homepage you 
can view our latest lane closure alerts, see where construction is taking place on an interactive map 

and even see if traffic is backed up along the corridor. You can also sign up for text alerts or email alerts and 
check out construction progress on our project webcams. See for yourself at MoPacExpress.com.

twitter:  Just about every day, I issue traffic alerts and other valuable information via our 
Twitter feed, @ImproveMoPac.

sMartphone:  Our handy-dandy smartphone app puts the many great features of our 
website into your hot little hands while you’re on the go. It’s the fastest way to get a quick  

summary of everything we are doing.
 

highway advisory radio:  When you’re stuck in traffic on MoPac, tune into  
800 AM for a little entertainment, a quick dose of MoPac Man humor and, most importantly, 

the latest information on work activities for the upcoming week.

project hotline:  I sit at my desk 24 hours a day, just waiting for you to call our 
project hotline at (512) 270-5000. Actually, we have a team that helps me do that. So if you 

have a concern that needs immediate attention, give us a call and we’ll address it right away. Or if  
you have a question you’re afraid you might forget, call us anytime; we’ll get it answered faster than 
you might expect.
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a better Mopac is just around the corner.
Our team is working hard to minimize the impact of construction 

on drivers and nearby neighbors. Lane closures are limited to off-peak 
hours: 9:00 p.m. to 5:00 a.m., Monday through Thursday; midnight 

Saturday to 10 a.m. Sunday morning; and after 5 p.m. on Sunday afternoons. 
However, backups occasionally occur, so be sure to check in with us ahead 

of time. 
While most of our lane closures are taking place at night, we are trying 

to do as much work as possible during the day to minimize the noise impacts 
to surrounding neighborhoods. Despite this, noise will be an issue from time 
to time.

how the new Mopac will work:
Construction may be aggravating, but when it’s completed in late 

2015, MoPac will be better than ever. The MoPac Improvement Project will  
include 11 miles of new Express Lanes between Parmer Lane and Lady  
Bird Lake. These special Express Lanes will be separated from the three  

existing non-tolled lanes by special striping and white plastic sticks.
 Drivers will have the option of using the Express Lanes to 

bypass congestion and get where they’re going with fewer delays. 
The Express Lanes will provide reliable, uncongested, 

non-stop routes to speed public transit buses, 
registered van pools, and emergency  
vehicles to their destinations.

To keep the Express Lanes moving 
when adjacent lanes are congested,  

individual drivers will be charged a variable 
toll that increases when traffic is heavy and decreases when traffic 

is light.
Most importantly, all three existing non-tolled lanes will be preserved, 

increasing mobility options without taking away those non-tolled options.
For those living nearby, sound walls will be built to reduce traffic noise affecting neighborhoods.
In some areas, new shared-use paths and sidewalks for pedestrians and cyclists will connect with 

existing facilities to improve safety and make it easier to get around town. Aesthetic enhancements and 
significant landscaping improvements will improve the visual appearance of the corridor.  

Existing non-tolled lanes

New tolled Express 
Lanes provide reliable  

travel speeds

New sound walls to  
reduce traffic noise

EXPRESS

EXPRESS

we’re working overnight to get the job done
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5k Family Fun run – 8 a.m.       
community Festival 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

join the Mobility authority for the exciting grand 
opening celebration of the Manor expressway.  
we’re hosting a free, community-wide festival right 
in the middle of the tollway – on a mile-long stretch 
between giles road and harris branch parkway in 
front of applied Materials. 

the celebration kicks off with a 5k Family Fun run 
at 8 a.m. benefitting Meals on wheels and More. the 
celebration starts at 10 a.m. with a car show featuring 
low riders and Mini cars, a food court, community 
booths, a kid’s zone play area, music, dancers and more. 
an exciting ribbon-cutting and parade will mark the 
opening of the new Manor expressway to traffic.

visit mobilityauthority.com/290toll to learn 
more and register for the 5k and the festival!

n Phase One 
n Phase Two

35

GEORGETOWN

ROUND ROCK

HUTTO

MANOR
AUSTIN

on May 17, the Mobility authority will open the  
second phase of the Manor expressway to traffic. 

Highway 290 East has long been one of the 
most congested roadways in the Greater Austin 
area. Traffic along the corridor has increased by 78 
percent since 1990. To meet this growing need, 
the Mobility Authority began construction on 
the first phase of the Manor Expressway in 2010,  
opening it to drivers in December 2012. The  
second phase will add three tolled lanes in each 
direction from Springdale Road to the Manor city 
limits. Three non-tolled frontage lanes are already 
open. Cyclists and pedestrians will enjoy a 5-mile 
shared-use path along the Expressway.

get a txtag and save 25% on 
your Manor expressway toll! 
www.txtag.org  
 

be among the first 200 people to rsvp for 
the grand opening Festival and you’ll be 
entered into a drawing for one of five $50 
txtag vouchers, plus a vip commuter prize 
package. Must be present to win!

whee!
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Bobalu Cigar Co.
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Owner Jeff Lipton has plans to expand Bobalu Cigar Co. in response to a recent boom in business.
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Bobalu Cigar Co.
Business doubles for cigar shop past three years

When Jeff Lipton first opened 
Bobalu Cigar Co., all he had for 
business tools was a check-

book, a spiral notebook and a calculator. 
Seventeen years later, Lipton has 

embraced change by becoming active in 
online sales in addition to maintaining 
his longtime shop in the historic Sixth 
Street district. The cigar retail shop and 
manufacturer now produces 26 lines of 
cigars, creating a brand so popular that 
Lipton intends on expanding to a second 
location—not yet determined but possibly 
in South Austin—by the end of 2014 after 
business doubled the past three years.

That expansion should open up more 
retail space and seating at Bobalu’s origi-
nal location, said Lipton, who credits his 
company’s recent boom in business to his 
embrace of technology.

“Being in Austin, Texas—the tech cen-
ter of the world—you better believe we’re 
using technology,” he said. “We only get 
one chance to win over customers, and if 

they don’t like us, then I’m responsible.”
So far customers have embraced Bobalu’s 

expanded efforts, including the company’s 
new mobile application. Users can submit 
their favorite cigar brands or narrow results 
by five characteristics—strength, color, 
country of origin, taste and price—to learn 
which Bobalu cigar might suit them best.

“No one else has anything like it,” Lip-
ton said.”It’s probably one of the reasons 
we’re doing so well because marketing 
has taken us to the next level.”

Expert customers can talk indepth with 
shop and online representatives, while 
novice cigar smokers can also get a tuto-
rial without feeling embarrassed or put 
down, he said. Customers can also try the 
products on-site because smoke shops are 
exempt from any city smoking ban.

Bobalu also sells custom-label cigars 
that can feature the name of companies, 
birthday recipients or wholesale brands. 
Lipton also sells plastic-packaged five 
packs for traveling cigar enthusiasts.

BUSINESS

509 E. Sixth St.
512-469-5877
www.bobalu.com

Rolling, rolling, rolling
For the past 12 years, Bobalu Cigar Co. 
has linked customers to its cigar rollers 
through a live Internet video feed. All 
cigars sold by Bobalu are manufactured 
either at the Sixth Street shop or in 
the Dominican Republic, Lipton said. 
He said all cigars have three basic 
components.

1  Filler—All premium cigars will con-
tain long leaves instead of little pieces or 
tobacco leaf scraps, Lipton said. Some 
Bobalu cigar brands include multiple 
types of premium leaves to help create a 
specific flavor, he said.

2  Binder—All cigar filler is first 
wrapped by a binder leaf to help hold 
the cigar together, Lipton said. Binders 
typically are made from the same leaves 
as wrappers, only they have holes or are 
discolored.

3  Wrapper—The outside leaf helps 
complete the product and often costs 
two times as much as the binder leaves, 
Lipton said. Once a cigar has been 
wrapped, it is then cut down to size, 
packaged and distributed to customers.

Beyond Sixth Street
Beyond its Sixth Street location, 
Bobalu Cigar Co. also sends cigar 
rollers throughout the nation to more 
than 200 events per year to roll cigars 
at weddings, anniversaries, birthday 
parties and corporate events.

“Any kind of big event you can possibly 
think of,” owner Jeff Lipton said. 
“There’s just not a whole lot of people 
doing this.”

By Joe Lanane
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Congress avenue 

kayaks
Congress avenue 

kayaks
Your Downtown Kayaking 

and sup Headquarters
••• Come Join Us! •••

74 Trinity Street Austin, TX 78701
512.809.8916 • CongressKayaks.com

What we offer:
Rentals by the Hour or Half-Day

Lessons | Bat Tours
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Boathouse on Lady Bird Lake, near 

the Four Seasons Hotel.
Parking is available downtown 

near 74 Trinity or 600 River Street.

Live Animal Trapping • Prevention
Dead Animal Removal

Squirrels • Rats • Raccoons • Bats • Birds

512.363.8070 • www.CritterRidderTexas.com

Animal Control

15% 
OFF
Limited Time Offer

We also specialize in Attic Cleanup, 
Disinfectant, Odor Removal, 

Repair & Replacement of Insulation

Central Texas’ Leading Removal & Exclusion Service
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CHEMICAL FREE

ARE THE NOISES IN YOUR 
ATTIC DRIVING YOU NUTS? 

START YOUR SUMMER 
CRITTER-FREE!
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BUSINESS BRIEFS

By Joe Lanane
By Joe Lanane

979 Springdale Road
www.austineastciders.com

2151 S. Lamar Blvd.
512-677-4004
www.mockingbirddomestics.com

Austin Eastciders
Canned product debuted 
in late April at grocers

Mockingbird Domestics
Handcraft specialty store finishes second expansion

A ustin’s rapidly growing craft brew 
market welcomed a unique entry 
in October.

Craft cider company Austin Eastcid-
ers debuted in October with Gold Top 
cider, which is now available on tap in 
more than 50 locations. In late April, the 
cidery debuted its first canned product, 
Eastciders Original, at select H-E-B and 
Whole Foods Market locations.

The transition from restaurants and 
bars to the retail market has proven chal-
lenging yet successful so far for founder 
Ed Gibson, who came to Austin from his 
native England. He touts his cider as a 
smooth, “non-pretentious” alternative for 
American beer-drinkers.

“In England, cider is an alternative 
to beer because it’s dryer than [what is 
served] here,” said Gibson, who esti-
mated the England cider market makes 

A fter about six months since its 
first expansion, Mockingbird 
Domestics expanded its show-

room yet again in early May.
Co-owners Jeff and Laura Daly now 

feature handcrafted home accessories, 
furniture and art in an outside showcase 
behind the South Lamar Boulevard store, 
where the couple has been in business 
since fall 2012. They first expanded the 
store’s showroom last September, and 
demand warranted further expansion, 
said Jeff, who estimated business has 
doubled year-over-year so far in 2014.

“Most items are on-site, so one item is 
sold and then another item replaces it,” 
he said.

Jeff works on many of the store’s hand-
crafted products from a workshop behind 
the store. He and his wife also have a 
regular rotation of craftsmen and artisans 
who provide Mockingbird Domestics with 
new, unique offerings that are often made 
using Texas or regional materials. Those 
same creators can also custom-build items 
based on customer demands, Jeff said.

“Customers have really loved that semi-
customization at normal cost,” he said.

The wide range of price ranges keeps 

up 15 percent of all alcohol sales—versus 
1 percent in the U.S. “Here in America, 
cider is pitched as a wine alternative, so 
we’re trying to create a genuine alterna-
tive to beer that is less sweet.”

Despite the product’s name, Gibson 
has not yet started production on Austin’s 
east side. He is working out of a winery 
in Marble Falls until his new production 
facility at the former U.S. Foods distribu-
tion facility on Springdale Road is ready 
for move-in by late June to early July. He 
intends on having a tasting room with 
exclusive ciders on tap on-site.

“I really want it to become a destination,” 
he said.

customers coming back, Jeff said. Look-
ing forward, Mockingbird Domestics will 
continue expanding its custom designs to 
help maintain a wide variety of inventory, 
he said, especially online—where sales 
make up 15 percent of all business. Many 
businesses are also enlisting Mockingbird 
Domestics for commercial design services.

“The word is starting to spread about 
us, and we’re also becoming a destination 
for many out-of-towners,” Jeff said.

Austin Eastciders now offers Gold Top Cider on 
draft and Eastciders Original in cans.

Co-owner Jeff Daly helps create many of the 
handcrafted items at Mockingbird Domestics.
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BUSINESS BRIEFS

By Joe Lanane
By Joe Lanane

512-745-3698
www.austinheartvet.com

1309 W. 45th St.
512-998-1488
www.facebook.com/512SNO

W. 45th St.

MoPac

B
ur

ne
t R

d
.

N
. L

am
ar

 
B

lv
d.

Austin Heart Vet
New cardiovascular procedure first of its kind in area

512 SNO
Snow cone stand opens 
for its second season

Specialized medical treatments 
now extend to man’s best friend.

Dogs, cats and other pets can all 
benefit from a new surgical procedure—
first of its kind in Central Texas—per-
formed by Austin Heart Vet, a special-
ized veterinary office led by Dr. Katie 
Meier since 2008.

In January her practice acquired a 
C-arm fluoroscope to perform cardiac 
catheterization procedures, which 
include pacemaker implants, ductus 
closures and other minimally invasive 
surgeries and therapies.

“Most people don’t know veterinary 
specialists exist unless their pet needs 
one,” she said. “Then they’re really glad 
we’re here.”

Meier is joined by Mike Cocchiaro 
in serving patients of Austin Heart Vet. 
Both are among only 250 U.S. doctors 
board-certified in animal cardiological 
care, she said. Severe coughing, faint-
ing, collapsing, labored breathing and 
reluctance to exercise are all signs an 
animal may need to see a heart special-
ist, she said.

“Owners are usually so grateful 
because we take a dog that would have 

B eaumont natives Mandy Felton 
and Rachel Pry have reopened 
their snow cone stand in front of 

Rosedale Market at the heart of north-
central Austin.

512 SNO, which makes snow cones 
from the same machine brand as the own-
ers’ favorite childhood spot, has proven 
popular for Rosedale, Allandale and 
Brentwood–area residents, the duo said. 

“The kids who come are our regulars,” 
Felton said. “They love us, which is so nice.”

The first-time business owners said many 
lessons were learned in their inaugural 
effort last year. Since reopening in March—
two months earlier than last year—regulars 
have returned to embrace the snow cones, 
parasails, sidewalk chalk and bubbles Fel-
ton and Pry provide for customers. 

They will also continue their philan-
thropic efforts. Last year 512 SNO raised 
$1,200 for local charities, and during 
Mother’s Day weekend May 10–11 they 
donated 20 percent of all sales toward the 
Rosedale neighborhood’s Ramsey Pool 
restoration efforts. That fundraiser helped 
contribute $100 toward the project, the 
owners said.

died from its [heart] disease, and we’re 
able to restore that same quality of life 
as before,” she said.

Meier and Cocchiaro see patients at 
general veterinary clinics throughout 
Central Texas. All cardiac catheteriza-
tion procedures take place at a clinic in 
Round Rock, she said.

“The practice has essentially doubled 
the last couple years, so this was the 
next step to take,” Meier said. 

They are also open to other fundraising 
opportunities this year, Pry said.

“We’ll do different things for different 
organizations that come up to us,” she said.

Felton and Pry will also enlist the help 
of college students as part-time workers 
after running the operation on their own 
last year. All 512 SNO snow cones are 
made using natural sugar instead of high-
fructose corn syrup, Felton said. 512 SNO 
offers 36 flavors.

They also purchased a second snow 
cone machine from profits made last year 
for weddings, corporate events and other 
private outings.

Dr. Katie Meier (left) can perform specialty heart 
treatments at Austin Heart Vet.

Rachel Pry (left) and Mandy Felton reopened their 
snow cone stand, 512 SNO, on 45th Street.
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Featuring 
Lick Honest 
Ice Creams.

Austin’s Original  

Saving Money is Good             BusinessAustin

Daniel Osborne, Facilities Manager for Alamo Drafthouse, 
got a 23% rebate for energy efficiency work at the 
Slaughter Lane location.

Visit powersaver.austinenergy.com  
to learn how you can save.
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Tim League
Founder and CEO, Alamo Drafthouse Cinema

A career in the movie business was not originally in the cards for Tim League, founder 
and CEO of Alamo Drafthouse Cinema.

Before starting the Austin-based movie theater chain, League attended Rice University, 
where he graduated in 1992 with degrees in mechanical engineering and art history. His 
engineering career started and ended with a two-year stint at Shell Oil in Bakersfield, 
Calif., the same city where he eventually opened his first movie theater.

The short-lived Tejon theater closed in 1995, at which point League and his wife, Kar-
rie, packed up and moved to Austin to start Alamo Drafthouse. The initial start was not 
without risk, as the couple cobbled together $250,000 in startup money, part of which 
came from their parents. In addition to Alamo Drafthouse, League is also the co-founder 
of Fantastic Fest, the largest genre film festival in the United States. He also operates a 
new distribution venture called Drafthouse Films, which helped distribute the Oscar-
nominated documentary “The Act of Killing,” among other movies.

How did you start the Alamo 
Drafthouse venture?

That goes back to Bakersfield. I was 
working for Shell Oil as an engineer, and I 
knew pretty quickly—my first day on the 
job, honestly—that this was something of 
a mistake. I shouldn’t have done this. … So 
I started with an exit strategy in mind. On 
my way to work, there was an abandoned 
movie theater, and one day there was a 
‘For lease’ sign on the movie theater. It 
had never crossed my mind that one could 
just lease a movie theater and get in the 
business of showing movies. A week later, I 
signed the lease. This was just an impulsive 
decision—I was 23 years old and thought I 
knew everything. It was quite the opposite. 
I didn’t know anything about business. So 
we took sort of a crash-course MBA for 
those two years.
Did you have doubts about running a 
movie theater?

We knew if we got a better location, we 
knew in our hearts what we were trying to 
do there we could do successfully some-
where else like Austin.
How did the dining experience while 
watching a movie come about?

There was a theater in Portland [Ore.]
that did beer and food service in the 
theater, and we really liked it. … So, yeah 
we completely blatantly ripped it off from 
another theater.

Why do you think the cinema eatery 
concept has been so popular?

Traditional movie concessions work for 
a certain group—sometimes you want a 
Coke and a popcorn. But our audience is a 
little older just by the nature of what we do, 
and so it’s a great date experience where 
you can compress eating and going to a 
movie into two hours and minimize the 
babysitting time.
How did you start the whole concept 
of making themed nights in which 
the food reflects the movie?

I think that just comes with me being a 
movie fan, and I like to throw events and 
parties. So it just seemed a natural fit. ... 
The idea of making the experience special 
and offering people something they can’t 
get anywhere else was very early on part of 
our marketing strategy to build loyalty. 
How have some of these similar 
concept ideas affected your business?

I don’t have a problem with it. I already 
said I’m a notorious sampler of ideas 
myself, so I think having more quality 
offerings just kind of raises the profile of 
people wanting to go out to the cinema. I 
also think it’s healthy to have competition 
to keep us on our toes and make sure we’re 
trying to stay ahead of everybody.
As CEO, what do you do?

There’s no real set day. We have 
other companies that are not just 

brick-and-mortar theaters. We’re acquiring 
and distributing films, and it’s almost like 
that’s a startup. It’s a five-person team that 
should be a 20-person team, so I work a lot 
on that. But when it comes to the theater 
itself, I see my primary job as just making 
sure we don’t lose track of who we are. We’re 
expanding. We opened eight theaters last 
year—we only have 18 theaters—so we that’s 
doubling our size last year. So when you do 
that, there’s challenges with growth to make 
sure what we’re offering doesn’t get diluted 
and doesn’t turn something that was once 
great into something awful or mediocre.
What was your favorite Alamo event?

When we closed down our original loca-
tion ... we decided to do a smoking-man-
datory show for “Breathless.” Jean-Paul 
Belmondo in the movie is always smoking. 
There’s never a scene where he’s not smok-
ing a cigarette—it’s like a smoker’s dream 
movie. All the staff that was working 
were smokers, so it was kind of an insane 
wall of smoke. I wasn’t a smoker, but I 
bought a pack of cigarettes, and I smoked 
all throughout this movie. It felt danger-
ous and it felt good in a way. I remember 
the light from the projector. When there’s 
200 people all smoking, it’s so beautiful, 
and with a black-and-white movie on the 
screen, I thought the theater looked at its 
best. And then we shut it down the next 
day. It smelled really bad.

How did the decision work out to 
relocate Fantastic Fest?

Well, it wasn’t really my decision. There 
was a 60-foot gaping hole where our 
theater used to be, so you can’t really do a 
festival there, so we just worked with what 
we had. It turned out great, actually. What 
we found at South Lamar, we would lose 
people sometimes to go have fun in Austin. 
But by putting it up in Lakeline, it created 
an even better community experience 
because everyone knew everyone.  I really 
liked it up there because by the end of the 
eight days, it felt like everybody was way 
more a part of what we were trying to do.
Any other expansions or secrets?

[East Sixth Street] is a really interesting 
neighborhood. The Mueller development is 
also really interesting. We don’t have any-
thing to announce today, but we’re looking 
at these projects. This is our hometown, so 
as Austin grows, we’re certainly looking at 
all the areas for expanding.
What’s your best advice for someone 
wanting to start their own business?

Imagine the absolute worst-case sce-
nario—everything you do is a total failure 
and you lose all of your money and end 
up in bankruptcy. See where you are, and 
if you are comfortable with that scenario, 
then go ahead. But if you’re not comfort-
able with that scenario, I would recom-
mend not pursuing it.
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COFFEE WITH IMPACT

By Joe Lanane

Tim League, founder of Alamo Drafthouse Cinema, was an engineer before starting the movie theater company.

Interior & Exterior • Residential & Commercial
Custom stain or painted cabinets

Family owned Austin companyF AF AAFF AF AA

What Can Brown Paint For You?
www.brownpaint.com • 512-506-9740

FAMILY 

OWNED & 

OPERATED

Free 

Estimates

 

WilsonJewelryExchange.com 
5010 Burnet Road • Austin • Texas 78756 • 512-451-2105 

 

•47 year Master Jeweler     •In-store Appraisals    
•In-house Jewelry & Watch Repairs   •Hand Rendered Designs  

•Fine Jewelry & Watches 

Congrats Grads & Happy Father’s Day! 



Central Austin Edition • May 2014 31

ph
ot

o 
by

 a
lis

on
 n

ar
ro

birdsbarbershop.com

2110 s. lamar
512-442-8800

6800 burnet
512-454-1200

1107 e. sixth
512-457-0400

11902 s. congress
512-445-0500

905 e. forty first
512-492-8400

5000 w slaughter
512-758-7800

Charlie Betts
Downtown Austin Alliance executive 
director to step down after 17 years

By Joe Lanane 

Many of downtown Austin’s most prominent projects were 
mere proposals the year Charlie Betts started as the Downtown 
Austin Alliance’s executive director.

Seventeen years later as Betts prepares for retirement, which 
he announced May 14 during a DAA board meeting, many of 
those projects have become reality.

In 1997 the DAA’s top concerns included building the Waller 
Creek tunnel project, creating a vibrant Second Street retail 
district, retrofitting Palmer Auditorium into a performing arts 
center and expanding Austin Convention Center.

While not every long-term DAA goal from Betts’ first year was 
met—the organization’s 1997 annual report also recommended 
solutions for better access in and out of the west side of down-
town—many past goals remain relevant today for the downtown 
advocacy group, which works with area residents, business own-
ers, property owners and government officials to help advance 
various improvements within the city’s central core.

“That year, in 1997, DAA passed its first resolution in support 

of light rail, 
proceed-
ing [with] a 
referendum in 
2000 calling 
for a billion-
dollar light-rail 
system,” said 
Betts, who will 
remain with 
the organiza-
tion through 
the end of the 
year. “That 
[2000] referen-
dum failed by 
an eyelash. If that had passed, we’d be enjoying a terrific light-
rail system that would serve our community well.”

PEOPLE

What is the most important thing 
you hope to accomplish before 
your DAA tenure ends Dec. 31?

My retirement date was influenced by 
the fact that this [urban rail] referendum 
will occur in November. I wasn’t about to 
leave before that. That’s a watershed date 
for downtown and the culmination of 15 
years of work of downtown interests and 
the Downtown Austin Alliance.

Aside from the proposed rail 
system, what are the most vital 
projects currently underway in 
downtown Austin?

The DAA is very much involved and 
extremely interested in what the mayor is 
calling the Innovation Zone. Of course, 
that was kicked off by the advent of the 
new [University of Texas] teaching hos-
pital and 
medical 
school. … 
Urban rail 
will tie that 
together. It 
will be the 
transpor-
tation link for the innovation corridor, 
and along with that will be the Waller 
Creek flood tunnel completion. Waller 
Creek’s beautiful chain of parks will be 
the common amenity all up and down 
the innovation corridor. 

Then, thanks to state Sen. [Kirk] Wat-
son’s leadership, we have a very real pos-
sibility of making improvements to I-35, 
which now includes depressing the inter-
state below grade through downtown. 
That would be a wonderful thing for 
downtown from an aesthetic standpoint 
and from stitching our community back 
together. No longer would there be that 

physical and psychological barrier right 
down the middle of our community.

What does downtown Austin’s 
long-term future look like?

In the next 10–20 years we will see 
private companies coming in and build-
ing their research and their products 
based off The University of Texas 
research, particularly in the medical 
area. Then combine that, too, with the 
consolidation of growth at the state 
government level, particularly with state 
land north of the Capitol Complex, and 
there’s some tremendous things happen-
ing. … I think our boat is loaded with 
that northeast section [of downtown] 
the next 10, 20, 30 years. 

And the thing about it, that northeast 
quadrant has been pretty stagnant, while 

all the 
exciting 
develop-
ment has 
been in the 
southwest 
quadrant. 
Now we’re 

going to have something similarly excit-
ing in the northeast quadrant.

What possible pitfalls could slow 
progress in downtown Austin?

I see two danger points. The first one 
is simply the economic cycle. That’s not 
something we can control, and it won’t 
stop. It can delay some of what’s hap-
pening in downtown. The building cycle 
we’re on now is really tremendous, but 
we know it’ll cycle down. So it’ll delay 
progress to some degree. The other thing 
we do have some control over. We’ve long 
believed—first in 1997 and we believe it 

even stronger now—that one thing that 
could have economic development plane 
off is the lack of transportation access to 
downtown. It is much more of a problem 
now than it was in 1997, and every day 
it becomes more of a critical problem. 
That’s what urban rail is designed to 
address.

How much does the issue 
of affordability factor into 
downtown’s success?

Affordability has to be addressed two 
ways. We supported Capital Studios, a 
134-unit project that came about because 
of a strange real estate deal that didn’t 
make sense for private developers but did 
for affordable housing. Building afford-
able housing downtown is especially 
challenging because of the cost of land 
downtown. 

The only other answer is in transpor-
tation. If we can build a better transit 
system, then affordable housing can be 
built further out into the suburbs.

Any other initiative you’d like 
to cross off your wish list before 
leaving?

I’m very hopeful the city will move 
ahead with historic Sixth Street 
improvements. We have not treated our 
historic Sixth Street kindly, and it’s such 
a wonderful, historic street that could be 
a huge asset to the city and something 
all of the citizens of Austin could take 
pride in. 

If the city moves ahead with plans 
for utility replacements and street and 
sidewalk rebuilds, we think that will 
encourage private property owners to 
restore their historic facades and make it 
the street we have the most pride in. 
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“My retirement date was influenced by 
the fact that this [urban rail] referendum 

will occur in November. I wasn’t about 
to leave before that.”

—Charlie Betts, executive director, Downtown Austin Alliance

Charlie Betts started at Downtown Austin Alliance 
in 1997.
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Nonprofit Roundup
Updates about Austin’s philanthropic efforts

NONPROFIT

1  The 11th annual Bollywood Bash took 
place May 3 at The North Door in East 
Austin. All proceeds from the event benefited 
Asian Family Support Services of Austin—
formerly SAHELI—a group that provides 
assistance to Asian and other immigrant 
families dealing with domestic violence, sexual 
assault and human trafficking. In addition, 
the organization’s executive director, Linda 
Phan, was sworn in May 6 by President 
Barack Obama as the newest member of the 
President’s Advisory Commission on Asian 
American and Pacific Islanders.  
www.saheli-austin.org.

2  Travis High School was adopted April 
24 by Hilton Austin as part of a partnership 
arranged through Austin Partners in 
Education, 1601 Rio Grande St., Ste. 
300A. As part of the arrangement, Hilton 
also contributed a $10,000 grant to fund 
10 scholarships for graduating hospitality 
and culinary seniors. Hotel employees will 
also help beautify the Travis High School 
grounds along with other campus volunteer 
efforts. www.austinpartners.org

3  The fourth annual Granger Smith 100 Mile 
Boot Walk took place May 4–8, culminating 
in a concert led by the country music singer. 
Granger led the five-day walk from Austin to 
Fort Hood to raise money for national nonprofit 
Boot Campaign, a group that assists military 
families. So far, nearly $20,000 has been raised 
toward a $50,000 goal. www.bootwalk.com

4  Capital City Village, a virtual nonprofit 
dedicated to helping seniors age in place, 
hosted a free open house May 13 in the 
Allandale neighborhood. The group provides 
seniors access to resources and experts to 
help ensure the nonprofit’s goal. CCV, 8403 

Shoal Creek Blvd., is part of a movement to 
create a national network of senior-geared 
villages that help assist the aging in place 
process. www.capitalcityvillage.org

5  RIDE Indoor Cycling will donate $1 from 
each fitness class customers booked in May 
to four different Austin-area nonprofit groups. 
Casa Marianella, KIPP Austin Public Schools, 
Health Alliance for Austin Musicians and the 
Center For Child Protection will all benefit 
from the donations as part of the Meaningful 
May fundraiser hosted by RIDE, 117 Lavaca 
St. www.ride-indoorcycling.com, www.
casamarianella.org, www.kippaustin.org, www.
myhaam.org, www.centerforchildprotection.org

6  Austin Community College’s Center 
for Public Policy and Political Studies, 
5930 Middle Fiskville Road, Ste. 414.3, 
hosted Luci Baines Johnson, daughter 
of President Lyndon B. Johnson, at the 
group’s annual fundraiser luncheon May 7. 
During her speech, Johnson spoke of her 
father’s commitment to higher education 
and commended the center—a nonpartisan 
resource for those interested in increasing 
their knowledge and participation in 
the political process through programs, 
internships and conferences. The center is 
the first of its kind nationally at a community 
college. www.austincc.edu/CPPPS

7  Conspirare was among 886 nonprofit 
groups nationally to receive a grant May 6 
from the National Endowment for the Arts. 
The $20,000 NEA Art Works grant will help the 
nonprofit music group fund a planned 2015 
tour called “Responses: Classic Masters, 
Modern Voices” of five Minnesota communities 
in collaboration with Minnesota Public Radio. 

Conspirare, 505 E. Huntland Drive, Ste. 155, is 
led by Artistic Director Craig Hella Johnson and 
is composed of singers from throughout the 
nation who are committed to ensemble music. 
www.conspirare.org

8  Five nonprofit groups gained entry April 
28 into the inaugural class of an accelerator 
program started by Greenlights and 
Innovation+, 7703 N. Lamar Blvd., Ste. 400. 
Caritas of Austin, Easter Seals of Central 

Texas, E3 Alliance, Fusebox Festival and 
Mothers’ Milk Bank will take part in a four-
month training and mentoring program led 
by Austin-area entrepreneurs and business 
leaders. They also were awarded more than 
$100,000 combined in cash prizes for gaining 
entry into the program, which Greenlights 
started to help connect Austin nonprofit 
groups to potential investors and business 
experts. The accelerator is the first such 
program in Austin. www.greenlights.org

Compiled by Joe Lanane
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Featured NONPROFIT
Assistance League

The Assistance League of Austin is using 
money earned from selling used goods to 
help purchase new items and high-level 
assistance for needy area children and adults.

Known best for its thrift store on Burnet 
Road, the Austin chapter of Assistance 
League—one of 120 nationally—uses money 
from its retail operation to fund 79 percent of 
the group’s nine assistance programs.

“The quality of the merchandise is what 
keeps people coming back,” 2013–14 
chapter President Mary Ann Parker said. “All 
donations are treated with care.”

Donations help make up the rest of the 
money necessary to fund each program, 
Parker said.

“We’re a working organization—we don’t do 
galas,” Parker said. “We’re trying to touch 
every segment of the population.”

The chapter has approximately 380 
members, including nearly 40 new members 
this year, she said. In total the group has 
logged more than 65,000 volunteer hours.

The summer allows the group time to restock 
its school clothing in anticipation of school 
restarting. From August up until spring break, 
ASA will provide thousands of school children 
with clothes, including uniforms for students 
attending two new gender-specific junior high 
schools that open this fall. 

ASA also assists in emergencies. For 
example, one Austin ISD school nurse 
realized multiple children were wearing the 
same clothes each day, and ASA members 
were quick to provide new outfits. They 
also assisted Onion Creek flood victims last 
Halloween by providing blankets, towels and 
cleaning supplies, among other items.

The volunteer group next plans to retrofit the 
front of its building, which was paid off five 
years after being purchased in 2005.

Assistance League  programs
• Assault Survivor Kits: Sexual assault vic-

tims receive support services and an exam
• Assistance League Scholarships: Tuition 

assistance/tutoring for select ACC students
• Bus With Us: Senior citizens partake in 

day trips to Central Texas destinations 
• Fresh Start: Program helps foster youth 

transitioning from high school to adulthood
• Operation School Bell: Provides clothing 

and uniforms to at-risk school children of 
all ages

• Operation Wish List: Each year the chapter 
adopts a different Austin ISD school with a 
large economically disadvantaged student 
population to provide new instructional tools

• Outreach: Chapter collaborates with nonprofit 
and for-profit agencies to provide short-term 
support for special community needs

• Toy Cart: Each Dell Children’s Medical 
Center patient and visiting child receive their 
choice of toy and book four times per week

• Waste Not: All items not sold in the thrift 
store are given to a half-dozen other 
nonprofit agencies to ensure all donations 
provide a benefit

By Joe Lanane

Assistance League of Austin chapter President 
Mary Ann Parker (center) and other volunteers 
lead efforts at the thrift store and nonprofit.
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4901 Burnet Road • 512-458-2633
www.alaustin.org

Woodrow 
Ave.

Burnet Rd.

W.45th St.
MoPac

*APR=Annual Percentage Rate. Terms and conditions apply.  

Your Home

Apply today and save! 
800.749.9732 ext. 1002 

Home Equity Loans
as low as 

3.25% 
APR*

wanted
31 people to try a revolutionary new digital 

technology in hearing aids!

Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday | June 10, 11 & 12
Call (512) 402-8893 immediately to schedule your evaluation to determine 

if you are an eligible candidate for this program

Qualifi ed candidates could 
receive the hearing aids for 
up to 50% off MSRP and a 

one year supply of batteries

3 DAYS ONLY!
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need to know before you go:

austin, texas » june 5–8 » 2014

bmx
GOPRO BIG AIR: Athletes judged based on a 
combination score of tricks completed over a 
55-foot gap and tricks executed off a 27-foot 
quarterpipe. Morgan Wade, a Tyler native, 
won Big Air gold last year. Final-only format

DIRT: Athletes must complete a combination 
of tricks over six jumps ranging from 15–33 
feet wide and tricks executed. 

PARK: Competitors will be judged based 
on aggressive execution of maneuvers on a 

transition-based concrete course.

STREET: The course incorporates stairs, 
concrete rails and ledges as well as some 
street-style gaps.

VERT: Riders will ride a 60-foot-wide ramp 
with 11.5-foot transitions and 2 feet of vert. 
Judging is based on aggressive execution of 
maneuvers, degree of difficulty and variety 
of tricks. Vert competitor Jamie Bestwick 
has a record eight consecutive gold medals 
in the same discipline. Final-only format

skate-
board
BIG AIR: Athletes 
drop onto a big air 
ramp, cross a 50- 
to 65-foot gap and 
then continue up a 
27-foot quarterpipe 
for a second trick. Bob 
Burnquist, the X Games’ 
most-medaled athlete, will compete in 
big air and vert. 

PARK: Similar to the BMX event, riders 
have a maximum of 40 seconds to complete 
a transition-based concrete and wood-
hybrid course. Pedro Barros is the defend-
ing Park gold medalist.

MEN’S AND WOMEN’S STREET: The 
street-inspired course consists of stair 
sets, banks, manual pads, ledges, rails 
and quarterpipes. Athletes to watch include 

Nyjah Huston, Tony Hawk’s 
son Riley and defending gold medalist 
Leticia Bufoni.

VERT: Skaters combine technical big airs 
and lip tricks. Bucky Lasek returns, having 
won gold in the same discipline at all four X 
Games summer events in 2013. He will also 
compete in RallyCross racing.

AMATEUR STREET: Amateur street skaters 
showcase their talents on a pro course.

moto x
BEST WHIP: Riders showcase their ability to 
throw a 250-pound motorcycle sideways and 
bring it back in style. Fans judge attempts via 
Twitter. Final-only format

STEP UP: Riders line up 30 feet from a vertical 
ramp in an attempt to clear a jump bar at varying 
heights. The last rider to successfully clear top 
height wins. Final-only format

FREESTYLE: Competitors complete a complex 
dirt course of varying jumps—some dirt, some 
metal—while integrating tricks throughout the 
run. Scoring is based on overall impression, 

rallycar/sst
FORD RALLYCROSS SUPERCAR: 
600-horsepower cars compete on a mixed-
surface course that includes dirt, jumps 
and other obstacles. The top three drivers 
advance to quarterfinal and semifinal races, 
culminating in a 10-lap finale among six 
drivers. Toomas Heikkinen, 22, won last 
year’s Global RallyCross Championship title.

need-to-know websites:

information:
ESPN, ABC AND ESPN3.com will 
offer 26.5 hours of live coverage

Austin will host ESPN’s Summer  
X Games for the first time this year. 
The four-day event shifts locations 
after an 11-year stint in Los 
Angeles. The majority of X Games 
action will take place at the Circuit 
of The Americas race track, and 
additional events are planned along 
Congress Avenue in front of the 
state Capitol building. In addition, 
live music will be performed 
throughout at both venue locations.

RALLYCROSS 
LITES: In a format 

similar to Ford 
RallyCross, all 
drivers compete 
in identically 
prepared 

310-horsepower 
vehicles.

STADIUM SUPER TRUCKS: Identically 
prepared 600-horsepower trucks capable of 
reaching speeds up to 120 mph will negotiate 
a seven-turn course made of dirt and asphalt. 
The top eight of each heat advance to a 
10-lap final race. Robby Gordon, 2013 SUPER 
Trucks series champion, helped create the 
event, which makes its debut in Austin. 

tricks, execution, style, use of the course and 
landings. Taka Higashino won his third-straight 
Freestyle gold medal at X Games Los Angeles last 
year. Final-only format

MEN’S AND WOMEN’S ENDURO X: The event 
showcases talent on an all-terrain obstacle course, 
with riders racing through sand, mud, logs, rocks 
and other terrain. Final-only format for women’s 
competition. Tarah Gieger returns as the most-
decorated Moto X female athlete. 

SPEED AND STYLE: In a combination of racing 
and gravity-defying tricks, two riders race head-
to-head around a three-lap course. Both riders 
must hit a freestyle ramp and execute a trick on 
each lap, with judges scoring based on overall 

impression of the tricks performed each lap. 
Bonus points are awarded for margin 

of victory.

Photos Courtesy ESPN

• No tailgating in parking lots; camping is available at additional cost

• Public transportation is recommended for attending downtown events

• Guest drop-off/pickup points are located in front of the COTA main grandstands in Lot A 
entering from FM 812 and in Lot H entering from Elroy Road. A downtown guest drop-off/
pickup point is located east on 11th Street before Congress Avenue

• X Games: www.xgamesaustin.com

• COTA: www.circuitoftheamericas.com

• Ticket sales: www.ticketmaster.com

• Camping information: www.xgamesaustin.com/camping

• Downtown information: www.downtownaustin.com

• Facebook: www.facebook.com/xgames

• Twitter: www.twitter.com/xgames

• Instagram: www.instagram.com/xgames

• YouTube: www.youtube.com/xgames

• No backpacks, suitcases, beach bags—or any bag larger than 14 inches—allowed

• No outside food or beverage allowed except sealed plastic bottled water

• No outside skateboards or in-line skates allowed; personal skate items can 
be checked in at COTA Grand Plaza entrance. Skateboards and bikes will be 
available for checkout as part of the interactive parks on-site
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HOURS
9 a.m.–6 p.m. daily, weather 
permitting. No swimming or 
entry after 5:30 p.m. 

COST
$15 per vehicle, $8 for 
bicyclists and pedestrians. 
Credit cards are not 
accepted.

ADDRESS 24300 Hamilton Pool Road, Dripping Springs

PHONE 512-264-2740 WEBSITE
parks.traviscountytx.gov/find-
a-park/hamilton-pool

CAMPING No ALCOHOL No

HOURS
Mon.–Sat. 10 a.m.–6 p.m., 
Sun. 11 a.m.–6 p.m.,  
July 4 10 a.m.–8 p.m.

COST
Ages 0–3: Free, ages 4–12: $5, 
ages 13–59: $9, age 60 and 
older: $5

ADDRESS 100 Blue Hole Lane, Wimberley

PHONE 512-660-9111 WEBSITE www.blueholeregionalpark.com

CAMPING
Ten spots are available for 
organized groups only. ALCOHOL No

A collapsed grotto and canyon are the 
distinctive natural features of Hamilton 
Pool, designated a preserve in 1990. 
A 50-foot waterfall cascades down 
limestone formations and into the pool, 
which has steady water levels even 
in a drought. Hamilton Pool is also 
popular among bird enthusiasts, who 
can catch a glimpse of the Golden-
cheeked Warbler. The grounds also 
feature picnic tables and walking trails.

Nearby attractions: Twisted X 
Brewing Co., The Salt Lick,  
West Cave Outdoor Discovery Center

People have been swimming at Blue 
Hole for at least a century, Park 
Manager Lauren Shrum said. The 
temperature at the swimming hole 
stays in the low 70s year-round. 
Generations of swimmers have 
been able to rely on the presence of 
temperate water and rope swings at 
this scenic swimming spot. Blue Hole 
is open on weekends in May and 
September and daily between May 27 
and Sept. 2. 

Nearby attractions: The Leaning 
Pear, Downtown Wimberley, Duchman 
Family Winery

BLUE HOLE HAMILTON POOL DRIPPING SPRINGSWIMBERLEY

It has become a common sight in Texas to see dried-up 
riverbeds where water once flowed. Drought has sapped the 
water from many riverbanks, and desertification has dried up vegetation 
in many areas. Fortunately the arid Central Texas area is also dotted with spring-
fed swimming holes and natural areas. Whether visitors are looking for respite from the 
heat or hoping to enjoy a walk along scenic walking trails, the swimming holes featured 
here can delight almost anyone. From the urban oasis that is Barton Springs, near 
downtown Austin, to the picturesque seclusion of Krause Springs in Spicewood, many 
swimmers, nature enthusiasts and adventurers alike can find something to love at each 
of these locales. 

HOURS

5–8 a.m., swim at own risk; 8 a.m.–8 p.m., 
lifeguards on duty; 8–10 p.m., swim at own 
risk. Closed Thursdays from 9 a.m.–7 p.m. 
for cleaning

Infants: free; children (1–11) & seniors (62+): $1 (resident), $2 (nonresident); junior 
(12–17): $2 (resident), $3 (nonresident); adult (18–61): $3 (resident), $4 (nonresident)COST

ADDRESS 2201 Barton Springs Road, Austin

PHONE 512-476-9044

WEBSITE
www.austintexas.gov/department/
barton-springs-poolCAMPING No

ALCOHOL No

The 3-acre pool is fed by underground 
springs from the Edwards Aquifer and 
maintains a temperature of about 70 
degrees year-round. The pool has 
provided visitors from Austin and 
surrounding areas with a respite from 
the Central Texas sun since it was built 
in the 1930s. Actor and director Robert 
Redford learned to swim at Barton 
Springs during a trip to visit family in 
Austin when he was a child. 

Nearby attractions: Zilker Park, Uncle 
Billy’s Brew & Que, Umlauf Sculpture 
Garden

BARTON SPRINGS POOL AUSTIN
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HOURS
Summer office hours  
are 9 a.m.–9 p.m. 
Swimming 9 a.m.–
sundown

COST
Children younger than 4: free; children 
(ages 4–11): $5; adults (12 and older): 
$7. Credit cards are not accepted.

ADDRESS 424 Krause Spring Road, Spicewood

PHONE 830-693-4181 WEBSITE www.krausesprings.net

CAMPING
Campsites and RV pads 
available with water and 
electricity connections.

ALCOHOL
Yes, but no 
glass containers

HOURS 7 a.m.–11 p.m. dailyCOST Free

ADDRESS 555 Cheatham St., San Marcos

PHONE 512-393-8400 WEBSITE www.toursanmarcos.com/attractions/
outdoors/rio-vista-park.html

CAMPING No ALCOHOL Only at the park pavilion, 
with reservation

Krause Springs is a sprawling 115-
acre property that is included in the 
National Register of Historic Places. 
The 32 springs on the property 
have formed a natural pool that 
is constantly filled with 68-degree 
water. The property, which is 
open year-round, also features a 
manmade pool and butterfly garden, 
There are no lifeguards on duty, and 
pets are not allowed. 

Nearby attractions: Opie’s BBQ, 
Spicewood Vineyards, Blanco  
State Park

In 2005, a canoer in the San Marcos 
River–fed swimming hole at Rio Vista 
Park noticed a major crack in the dam 
built just after the turn of the 20th 
century. In response, the city spent 
$2 million to salvage the beloved 
swimming hole. On Memorial Day 
2006, the park reopened with three 
new drop structures, and it remains 
a hotspot for kayakers and tubers. 
The water, with a temperature that is 
consistently in the upper 60s, makes it 
ideal for year-round watersports. 

Nearby attractions: Middleton 
Brewery, Hays County BBQ, San 
Marcos Premium Outlets

KRAUSE SPRINGS RIO VISTASPICEWOOD SAN MARCOS

HOURS 9 a.m.–9 p.m. dailyCOST Free

ADDRESS 109 Woodacre Drive, Wimberley

PHONE 512-847-2140 WEBSITE co.hays.tx.us/parks-department.aspx

CAMPING No ALCOHOL No

Jacob’s Well is a popular wading and 
swimming destination that also 
includes a series of walking trails. Park 
Manager Brooke Leftwich said the an 
improvement project will be unveiled at 
a ceremony May 10. The celebration 
will include guided tours, birding 
opportunities and geocaching. Access 
to the well will be limited to 40 people 
at a time in 2014 in order to protect the 
sensitive nature of the area, she said.

Nearby attractions: Driftwood 
Estates Winery, The Salt Lick, 
Wimberley Glassworks

WIMBERLEYJACOB’S WELL
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Angela Drury, D.P.M, F.A.C.F.A.S.

WWW.ANGELAFOOTDOCTOR.COM   |   2312 WESTERN TRAILS SUITE #103, AUSTIN, TX 78745   |   (512) 382-0773

Hi “Suffering in South Austin”–

A conservative, yet very effective 
alternative to surgery can be APC or 
Autologous Platelet Concentration. APC is 
derived from a small quantity of your own 
blood drawn at the time of the procedure, so 
it’s safe and insulated against disease. 

The best part of APC is that it costs less 
than surgery and can have even better 
results, it has fewer risks, and there’s 
less downtime. The entire process takes less 
than one hour at my office.

For more information or to schedule an 
appointment, call my office at 
(512) 382-0773.

Foot and Ankle

Problems?...Ask Dr. Angela!
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South Lam
ar

Continued from
 | 1

S
outh Lam

ar B
oulevard end

s at the 
W

estgate S
hop

p
ing C

enter south of 
B

en W
hite B

oulevard
.

T
he current W

estgate S
hop

p
ing C

enter 
is a red

evelop
m

ent of the W
estgate 

M
all, w

hich w
as b

uilt in the 1990s, said
 

A
lison B

arnw
ell, vice p

resid
ent of retail 

services for Live O
ak-G

ottesm
an. T

he 
center is anchored by C

entral M
arket 

and m
ovie theater R

egal W
estgate 

S
tad

ium
 11. 

T
he W

estgate area is p
art of the 

78745 Z
IP

 cod
e, w

hich has also seen 
significant p

rice increases in recent 
years. 

In M
arch 2009, the m

ed
ian hom

e p
rice 

for a single-fam
ily hom

e in 78745 w
as 

$158,000. In M
arch 2014, the p

rice had
 

risen to $229,500. 

T
he Z

IP
 cod

e is the m
ost p

op
ulated

 
in A

ustin w
ith m

ore than 55,000 
resid

ents, accord
ing to city 

d
em

ograp
hics d

ata.

M
att D

illow
, b

roker associate w
ith 

R
ealty A

ustin, called 78745 the next 
hot area for p

rop
erty sales. 

W
estgate

C
ap

ital M
etro w

ill launch R
o

ute 803, a M
etro

R
ap

id
 b

us 
service ro

ute that includ
es S

o
uth L

am
ar B

o
ulevard

, in 
late sum

m
er to early fall. 

T
he ro

ute runs no
rth fro

m
 W

estg
ate S

ho
p

p
ing C

enter 
up

 the S
o

uth L
am

ar co
rrid

o
r to d

ow
ntow

n A
ustin and

 
T

he U
niversity of Texas b

efo
re term

inating at T
he 

D
o

m
ain. 

T
he d

ecisio
n to ad

d
 the service w

as b
ased

 o
n 

rid
ership

 and
 d

em
and

, C
ap

ital M
etro sp

o
kesw

o
m

an 
M

elissa A
yala said

.

Capital M
etro

one item
M

ust present Com
m

unity 
Im

pact coupon. O
ne coupon 

per custom
er. N

ot valid w
ith 

other discounts. 

Expires 12/31/14

entire purchase
M

ust present Com
m

unity 
Im

pact coupon. O
ne coupon 

per custom
er. N

ot valid w
ith 

other discounts. 

Expires 12/31/14

FA
SH

IO
N

 W
ITH
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 CO

N
SCIEN

CE
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rg
a
n

ic. fa
ir tra

d
e
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ca
l.

4477 S. Lam
ar 

(behind TreeHouse)

blueluxfashion.com
5
1
2
.2
8
4
.9
9
6
9

visit our 
south lamar location

w
w
w
.vertskeb

ap
.co

m

fresh & 
healthy!

A
long w

ith increased developm
ent, com

m
ercial 

rents have gone up 30 to 50 percent in the past three 
to five years, H

effi
ngton said.

Real estate agents say dem
and for housing has 

also sent property values soaring. 
In M

arch 2009, the m
edian single-fam

ily hom
e 

in the G
reater South Lam

ar area sold for $381,200, 
according to the Austin Board of Realtors. In M

arch 
2014, the m

edian hom
e sold for $550,950. 

M
edian 

prices 
have 

also 
risen 

in 
the 

past  
year alone.

Th
e South Lam

ar corridor runs through tw
o 

zones of Austin’s M
ultiple Listing Service, a tool real 

estate agents use to list properties for sale. Together, 
zones 6 and 7 are bounded by Lady Bird Lake to the 
north, I-35 to the east, Ben W

hite Boulevard to the 
south and Loop 360 to the w

est. 
In the eastern Zone 6, the m

edian hom
e sale price 

rose from
 $322,450 to $425,000 from

 M
arch 2013 

to M
arch 2014, said M

att D
illow, broker associate 

w
ith Realty Austin. Th

e m
edian hom

e sale price in 
the w

estern Zone 7 rose from
 $376,250 to $564,750 

during the sam
e period, he added. 

Properties only stay on the m
arket for an average 

of 20 days, he said.
“2013 w

as an unbelievable year,” Bryson said. 
“Th

ere w
as so m

uch appreciation, but that level is 
just not sustainable.”

M
ario C

ham
pion, president of the South Lam

ar 
N

eighborhood A
ssociation, said he has lived in 

South Austin for 20 years. 
Th

e biggest changes in the area have been the 
hom

e values, he said. H
e said he has seen neighbors 

m
ove aw

ay because they could not afford the prop-
erty taxes on their hom

es. H
e has also seen neigh-

bors sell duplexes for m
ore than $400,000.

“O
bviously there is the traffi

c, and it is diffi
cult to 

park,” he said. “But [living in the area] is great in the 
sense that it is so w

alkable—
I can w

alk to East Side 
K

ing or w
alk to a park.”

W
alter M

oreau, executive director of Founda-
tion C

om
m

unities, said the nonprofit hopes to get 
state funding in July to build and open an afford-
able housing developm

ent, Bluebonnet Studios, on 
South Lam

ar in 2016. 
“A

ll of the new
 apartm

ents being built on South 
Lam

ar are very expensive and out of reach for m
any 

single individuals that w
ork and earn less than $15 

per hour,” he said.
M

oreau said the nonprofit has never had w
aiting 

lists for hom
es as long as it does today.

“Austin used to be cheap and w
eird,” he said. “I 

think you can still find som
e w

eirdness around 
tow

n, but the cheap is gone.”
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S
everal m

ajor p
rop

erties are und
er construction 

north of O
ltorf S

treet.

W
hen com

p
leted in sum

m
er 2015, Lam

ar U
nion w

ill 
have 443 resid

ential units and 60,000 sq
uare feet of 

retail, accord
ing to D

erek B
row

n, m
anaging d

irector 
of d

evelop
m

ent for G
reystar, w

hich is d
evelop

ing the 
p

rop
erty. 

B
row

n said the renovated
 A

lam
o D

rafthouse 
S

outh Lam
ar w

ill op
en this sum

m
er, and the first 

resid
ential units and

 retail p
rop

erties w
ill op

en in 
the fall. B

usinesses w
ill includ

e B
oard

life, Jose 
Luis S

alon, O
p

tiq
ue E

yew
ear, R

esolute Fitness and
 

S
ervice M

ensw
ear. R

estaurants w
ill includ

e C
antine, 

C
affe M

ed
ici, D

aily Juice and
 S

hake S
hack. 

N
earby, housing d

evelop
m

ents are taking shap
e or 

have recently op
ened

. 

H
anover S

outh Lam
ar w

ill contain 340 luxury 
m

ultifam
ily units. G

ib
son Flats, a 202-ap

artm
ent 

p
rop

erty, recently op
ened

.  

M
att D

illow
, b

roker associate w
ith R

ealty A
ustin, 

said after the 2008 financial d
ow

nturn, it w
as d

ifficult 
to get fund

ing to b
uild

 cond
os. H

ow
ever, d

evelop
ers 

still could get fund
ing to b

uild ap
artm

ents, so they 
started b

uild
ing them

 along the road
. 

M
ore recently cond

o fund
ing has returned

, so m
ore 

cond
os are b

eing b
uilt, he said

. 

O
ne firm

 p
lans to b

uild 69 cond
os on the 2.23-acre 

form
er site of the S

outh Lam
ar Trailer B

azaar, said
 

C
hris S

tutzm
an, m

anaging d
irector at real estate 

firm
 Transw

estern.

N
orth Lam

ar

This m
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p
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Rail
Continued from | 1

Will you vote in favor of the anticipated urban rail bond in 
November?

Take the poll online at impactnews.com/cta-poll
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Project Connect planners are recommending 
the full $1.38 billion plan to serve 9.5 miles 
from East Riverside Drive at Grove Boulevard 
to Highland Mall. Daily ridership is expected 
to be between 16,000–20,000, and figures are 
conservative, Project Lead Kyle Keahey said.

The planning team has proposed two 
lower-cost alternatives in case members of 
the Central Corridor Advisory Group, which 
is assisting Mayor Lee Leffingwell on the 
project—do not want to fund the full plan.

The first would run 7.3 miles from Grove to 
the Hancock Center near 41st Street and 
I-35. The option would cost $990 million—
closer to Leffingwell’s goal of a $1 billion 
project—and serve 13,000–17,000 riders 
daily. The second alternative would run 
5.7 miles from Grove to Dean Keeton Street 
for a cost of $820 million. It would serve 
10,000–14,000 riders daily.

SOUTH 
CENTRAL 

WATERFRONT

PROPOSED INITIAL ROUTE OF URBAN RAIL

It would cost $100 million to 
build a bridge over Lady Bird 
Lake to connect East Riverside 
and Trinity.

BRIDGE:  
East Riverside Drive to south 
of Cesar Chavez Street

Lady 
Bird 
Lake

Proposed station

Proposed route

Existing Red Line

41st St.

45st St.

R
ed

 R
iv

er
 S

t. 35

Airport Blvd.
Hancock 
Center

B
en

ne
tt 

Av
e.

It would cost $220 million 
to build a tunnel under the 
MetroRail line at Hancock.

TUNNEL: Hancock to 
Airport Boulevard

Trinity St.

San Jacinto Blvd.

Dean Keeton St.

Red River St.

tunnel under the MetroRail line near the 
Hancock Center at 41st Street and I-35.

Project Lead Kyle Keahey said the project 
team will analyze other options to cross the 
MetroRail line, including an aerial crossing 
or an at-grade crossing, although he said the 
latter would have safety and reliability risks. A 
below-grade rail station would be built at the 
Hancock Center. Keahey said Capital Metro 
could build an adjacent MetroRail station for 
easier transfers between the two lines.

The Project Connect planning team is 
recommending 16 stations along the route. 
Trains would have an average speed of 22 
mph, which includes stopping at stations, 
and an average headway—the distance 
between trains—of 10 minutes. Keahey 
said peak demand between any two sta-
tions is expected to be 1,100 riders dur-
ing the rush hour. Keahey said the system 
could handle up to three-minute headways 
to accommodate that demand.

The planning team also considered bus-
rapid transit, or BRT, similar to Capital 
Metro’s MetroRapid service. But Keahey 
said BRT would not have the capacity to 
handle the projected ridership and could 
not be expanded beyond the initial phase.

“Think of it as a trunk and branches,” he 
said. “The idea is that Lamar, Mueller and 
Congress could all feed into this trunk and 
move out to the other branches.”

Local options
Keahey said the planning team’s recom-

mendation is to move forward with the full 
project. If the appetite is not there to sup-
port the $1.38 billion project, he said CCAG 
members could decide on two other options.

The first alternative is a 7.3-mile project 
from Grove Boulevard to the Hancock Cen-
ter. That option would cost $990 million—
closer to Leffingwell’s goal of a $1 billion 
project—and it would serve 13,000–17,000 
riders daily. The second alternative would 
run 5.7 miles from Grove to Dean Keeton 
Street for a cost of $820 million and serve 
10,000–14,000 riders daily.

By reducing the route, Keahey said rider-
ship is not the only loss. The  second option 
would lose 
e c o n o m i c 
development 
p o t e n t i a l 
because there 
is little oppor-
tunity for new 
development 
around Dean 
Keeton, he said.

Implementing the full project could bring 
in between $6.3 billion–$9.1 billion in new 
development by 2030, Keahey said. It could 
also bring between $37.5 million–$55.2 mil-
lion in new tax revenue by 2030 and draw 
14,400–17,700 residents and 14,700–26,800 
employees within a half-mile radius of the 
route.

Keahey said the population and employ-
ment increases would result from people 

moving from throughout the region closer 
to the route. He said the economic analysis 
that The University of Texas is creating for 
the project will be vital to pitching the proj-
ect to the Federal Transit Administration for 
federal funding.

“We know FTA is looking really strongly 
now at economic development,” he said.

Local funding
Planners do not expect to fund the entire 

$1.38 billion project in one phase. Leffin-
gwell said he would like to whittle the cost 
down to a $1 billion package, of which half 
could be funded through federal grants 
and the other half locally by selling bonds.

The city 
of Austin 
would act as 
the owner of 
the rail proj-
ect and be 
r e s p o n s i b l e 
for funding 
the capital 

costs. Capital Metro would act as the 
operator and handle financing the opera-
tions and maintenance, or O&M, costs of 
the route.

During an April 29 bond discussion, coun-
cil members learned the city could increase 
the debt service tax rate between 1 cent and  
6 cents to sell bonds as its local match for 
federal funding. Generally the FTA requires 
at least a 50 percent match, Keahey said.

Increasing the tax rate by 3 cents would 

allow the city to sell $440 million in bonds—
almost half of what would be required locally 
for the mayor’s ideal project cost of $1 billion.

At the maximum allowed increase of 6 
cents, the city could sell $965 million in 
bonds. The maximum increase to taxpayers 
would be an additional $153 per year for a 
home valued at $200,000, according to city 
documents.

Capital Metro is analyzing how to cover 
O&M costs in its budget. By 2022, when the 
project would begin operation, it would cost 
$22.1 million annually to operate the rail line. 
Funding sources for O&M could come from 
city of Austin parking fees and private fund-
ing from advertising or naming rights.

Local feedback
Cid Galindo, president of the Austin 

chapter of Congress for the New Urbanism, 
said the group focuses on promoting walk-
able communities.

“Rail is a critical piece in the puzzle in 
building compact and connected cities,” 
Galindo said.

He said the city needs to ensure its code 
will support building dense, mixed-use 
projects near future rail stops.

“For the rail investment to pay off, we 
have to change our regulations to allow sig-
nificant residential density in the immediate 
area around those stations,” Galindo said, 
adding the city’s code rewrite process that is 
underway would help address that.

Robert Parsons from Austin Gets Around, 
a group that aims to be the voice for Austin’s 

under-40 population advocating for better 
transportation options, said the group sup-
ports the initial proposed route.

“[It] does a good job of capturing the high 
concentration of current ridership on River-
side Drive and connecting the big four des-
tinations: the Central Business District, the 
Capitol Complex, the Medical Innovation 
District and UT,” Parsons said.

Because the project proposes to cross 
Lady Bird Lake, he said it will open access to 
areas south of the river and offer more con-
nections for bicyclists and pedestrians.

At least one group opposes Project Con-
nect’s recommendation of the Highland-
East Riverside route. Scott Morris, treasurer 
of the newly formed Our Rail PAC which 
opposes the existing Project Connect rail 
proposal, said the project would cost too 
much and serve too few residents.

Morris said the group supports rail but 
would rather see rail run in the Lamar-
Guadalupe corridor because ridership data 
from the 2000 project study indicates there 
could be 37,400 daily riders on that route by 
2025. Morris said this is more than double 
the estimated daily weekday ridership of the 
Highland-East Riverside route.

“We need an expandable backbone as our 
starter line,” Morris said. “The first invest-
ment will need to pay for other expansions.”

“We know [the Federal Tran-
sit Administration] is looking 
really strongly now at eco-
nomic development.”

—Kyle Keahey, project lead for Project Connect
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nuances of it,” Parsons said.
Another group, ATX Safer Streets, formed 

March 24 as part of a petition seeking alter-
native late-night transportation options. 
The response was so overwhelming that the 
group expanded into an advocacy coalition 
that held its launch party May 11. Founder 
Sara LeVine said the group is reaching out 
to public officials as well as nonincumbents 
running in November’s city election to spark 
policy change that will prevent more Austi-
nites from driving drunk.

“Any interactions with public officials I 
keep up [on the ATX Safer Streets website] to 
remind folks this isn’t closed-door politics,” said 
LeVine, urging members to post to Twitter any 
time they are refused a cab, find their vehicle 
towed from the night before or are unable to 
find a safe ride home from a bar. “We’re trying 
to make 
sure this 
is a big 
enough 
issue that candidates have to pay attention.”

ATX Safer Streets is seeking a lift on 3 a.m. 
limits at certain downtown parking lots and  
the issuance of more taxi permits.

Additionally, some charter services are 
repositioning themselves as taxi alternatives. 
J&G Citywide Express has increased from 
one car to a fleet of 10 vehicles since opening 

By Joe Lanane
Multiple advocacy groups and businesses 

are seeking to fill the void in Austin’s alterna-
tive transportation options.

A proposed urban rail system through 
Central Austin has helped spark debate on 
what short- and long-term alternatives are 
best for the city. 

Austin Gets Around, a group of young 
professionals advocating for better transpor-
tation options, formed in mid-April with the 
goal of getting Austin’s under-40 population 
more involved in the transportation discus-
sion. The group has advocated less so for 

any specific 
route or price 
point and 
instead has 

promoted the benefit of  residents investing 
in a citywide rail system.

“As advocates our job is to show how each 
piece of investment into the [transporta-
tion] system can potentially benefit all of the 
system,” member Rob Parsons said. “Invest-
ment in Central Austin affects all of Austin.”

By targeting young professionals, Austin 
Gets Around is ideally gaining supporters 
who will be around to watch any long-term 
rail plan come to fruition, he said.

“Think about that—this can happen dur-
ing our lifetime, and we can help shape the 

Advocacy groups, businesses attempt to expand options
Transportation alternatives gain traction

SAFE-RIDE FORGIVENESS
The city of Austin issued a statement May 5 
reminding late-night downtown patrons to 
determine a safe route home before going 
out. There are more than 3,000 parking 
spaces on the streets in downtown Austin, 
according to the city, where people can 
leave their cars parked overnight.

Downtown parking meters have yellow “Next 
Day” buttons that allow motorists to pay for 
time parked overnight. 

For those who forget to buy time for the next 
day and leave their car overnight, the Austin 
Transportation Department will ticket—not 
tow—any vehicle. However, if you get a 
parking ticket because a responsible decision 
was made to take a taxi or bus home, the city 
will waive the ticket. Bring the ticket and taxi or 
bus receipt to 1111 Rio Grande St. Meters are 
not enforced on Sundays.

Taxis/pedicabs/pickup services
• Austin Cab, 512-478-2222

• Lone Star Cab, 512-836-4900

• Metrocycle Pedicabs, 512-825-1276

• Sober Monkeys, 512-808-9232

• Yellow Cab, 512-452-9999 

Bus
• E-bus late-night service picks up passengers 

from The University of Texas, West Campus 
and Riverside areas during weekend eve-
nings (Thu.–Sat. 8:30 p.m.–3 a.m.).

• Night Owl runs everyday except Sunday 
from midnight to 3 a.m., starting at the 
corner of Sixth Street and Congress Avenue 
to multiple locations.

Source: City of Austin

six years ago, owner Joe Garcia said. The dif-
ference between his service and taxis, Garcia 
said, is that a prearrangement of 30 minutes 
must be made, and he is unable to pick up 
passengers from the street.

As a result, Garcia said he primarily caters 
to out-of-towners and larger groups.

“It’s a better service and more reliable than 
cabs,” Garcia said. “And you get what you 
pay for—you pay for that reliability.”

Garcia also points to the increased popu-
larity of mobile applications that offer ride-
share service. However, only one app, Carma, 
gained initial approval by the city of Austin. 

Launched in February, Carma caters 
primarily to commuters, offering toll 

reimbursements for carpoolers on Toll 183A 
and the Manor Expressway, which opened 
its second phase May 17.

“We’re piloting virtual HOV lanes, in a 
sense,” said Lauren Albright, community 
manager of Carma’s Austin efforts. 

The app tracks mileage and recoups driv-
ers 20 cents per mile to share the cost of 
transportation. By taking extra cars off the 
road during rush hour, Carma’s focus is on 
improving commutes rather than providing 
a late-night ride home, Albright said.

“I think people are desperately looking for 
other options than sitting in traffic, and they 
like the idea of taking an active role in the 
transportation problem,” she said. 

Austin Gets Around

ATX Safer Streets

www.facebook.com/
AustinGetsAround

www.ATXSaferStreets.org

• Diplomate, American Board of Dental Sleep Medicine • General Dentist 
• Adjunct Assistant Professor at Texas A&M School of Medicine

In-network Medical Provider for Cigna, Aetna, Humana, Scott & White, 
Seton Healthcare, United, Medicare and TriCare. Insurance assignments accepted.

• 19 years of clinical experience 
• Treated over 1,500 patients
• Lectures nationally on Dental Sleep Medicine

• Teaches dentists Oral Appliance Therapy
• Only Diplomate of Dental Sleep 

Medicine in Central Texas

SPECIALIZING IN INFANTS, CHILDREN, TEENS 
AND PATIENTS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS

State-of-the-art office using the 
latest dental technology

Dental care focused on prevention 
and education

Positive, fun environment for 
children ages 1-18

Dental emergencies seen same day 3801 Bee Cave Road, 
Suite 120, Austin

512-433-6633 
www.jensenpediatricdentistry.com

OFFICE HOURS: 
Mon–Thurs: 8:30am–5pm  

Friday: 8:30–12pm

Over 10 years experience in Pediatric Dentistry

Building Healthy Smiles for Happy Children

Dr. Regina Jensen
Diplomate, American Board of 

Pediatric Dentistry
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Featured Neighborhood
Bouldin/Bouldin Creek area

Market Data provided by 
Brian Keiler

REATX Real Estate
512-236-8838

REAL ESTATE

Homes on the market (As of 5/14/2014)

Featured homes

Annual home sales (As of 5/14/2014)

No. of homes for sale 3

No. of homes under contract 5

Average days on the market 26

No. of homes sold 33

Square footage (low/high) 579 sq. ft. / 3,741 sq. ft.

Selling price (median) $405,000
2 Bedroom / 2.5 Bath 1,556 sq. ft. $429,900
Agent: Bryan Kosarek  512-297-8242

3114 Corbin Lane 

3 Bedroom / 2.5 Bath 1,975 sq. ft. $700,000
Agent: Marisue Mullins  512-623-0705

708 W. Milton St., Unit B 

3 Bedroom / 2.5 Bath 2,073 sq. ft. $800,000
Agent: Ana Holley-Swanson  512-663-5816

703 W. Live Oak St. 

3 Bedroom / 1 Bath 1,093 sq. ft. $425,000
Agent: Richard Martin  512-789-8488

1100 W. Johanna St.
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Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this real estate data, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

austinrecycles.com

austinrecycles.com

Build-out year: 1930s

Average square footage: 1,496 sq. ft.

Median home value: $410,000

HOA dues (estimated): N/A

Nearby attractions: Located in South Austin near many 
live music venues, coffeehouses and artistic shops 

Property taxes (in dollars):

Austin ISD 1.242000 
City of Austin 0.502700 
Travis County 0.494600  
Travis County Central Health  0.129000 
Austin Community College District 0.094900

Total (per $100 value) 2.463200
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Recent Property Listings
ZIP code Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Price Sq. ft. Agent Agency Phone

78702 Spillar & Greenwood 3208 Goodwin Ave. 4br/2ba $339,900 1,483 Brian Spencer Team Price Real Estate 512-745-7957

78702 Bergstrom 2709 E. 13th St., Unit C 2br/2ba $380,000 1,865 Fred Meyers Realty Austin 512-517-2300

78703 Tarrytown 2001 Bowman Ave. 4br/3ba $730,000 2,412 Kay Andrews Amelia Bullock Realtors Inc. 512-750-0183

78703 Happy Hollow 3412 Happy Hollow Lane 5br/3ba $899,900 2,620 Peter Davis Keller Williams–Lake Travis 512-694-6812

78703 Enfield 2212 Newfield Lane 2br/2ba $440,000 1,306 John Crowe Keller Williams Realty 512-636-0100

78704 Banister Heights 4021 Clawson Road 3br/1ba $289,900 936 Antoine Droubi Cantera Real Estate 512-627-6727

78704 2020 Congress Condominium 2020 S. Congress Ave., Unit 2205 2br/1ba $255,000 928 Edward Tull J.B. Goodwin Realtors 512-709-1643

78704 Bartonplace Condominium 1600 Barton Springs Road, Unit 3503 2br/2ba $419,000 946 Todd Bailey Realty Austin 512-289-0653

78704 Sweetman R L 410 W. Johanna St. 3br/2ba $794,900 2,166 Carrie Bills Green Mango Real Estate 512-923-6648

78704 Goodrich Estates Condominium 2016 Goodrich Ave., Unit 1B 2br/2ba $425,000 1,500 Jessica Licona Keller Williams Realty 512-637-8434

78704 Twin Oaks 501 Lone Oak Drive 3br/2ba $760,000 1,780 Amy Cavazos Keller Williams Realty 512-774-7625

78705 Country Club Lawns 708 Landon Lane 3br/2ba $424,000 1,484 Annette Patterson Realty Austin 512-496-2158

78705 Star West Condominium 2408 Longview St., Unit 114 2br/1ba $159,000 710 Mitchell Gunter RE/MAX Capital City III 512-560-1333

78722 Giles Place 3507 Grayson Lane 2br/1ba $310,000 861 Perry Henderson Berkshire Hathaway TX Realty 512-791-7462

78723 Colonial Hills 6203 Brookside Drive 3br/2ba $225,000 1,183 Shawn Rooker Realty Austin 512-789-2062

78723 Windsor Park Hills 5309 Darlington Cove 3br/2ba $199,900 1,260 Nora Wall Realty Austin 512-789-3421

78723 Cherrylawn 3001 Maplelawn Circle 5br/2ba $299,000 2,116 Sean Kubicek Moreland Properties 512-826-1135

78723 Riverbend/University Hills 6814 Dubuque Lane 3br/2ba $215,000 1,067 Linda Todd Realty Executives–North 512-785-8303

78723 Vintage Hills 3003 Lynridge Drive 4br/2ba $329,900 2,472 Melissa Roberts Realty Austin 512-769-0877

78723 Royal Oak Estates 5608 Coventry Lane 4br/3ba $851,500 3,548 Nohemi Ramirez Berkshire Hathaway TX Realty 512-716-5824

78731 Northwest Hills Mesa Oaks 7603 Mesa Drive 4br/2ba $640,000 2,450 Allison Olson Realty Austin 512-694-2251

78731 North Hills Club Townhomes 3469 North Hills Drive 3br/2ba $299,500 2,004 Dawn McKim Coldwell Banker United Realtor 512-300-1187

78731 Lakewood Park 5502 Lakemoore Drive 4br/2ba $685,000 2,746 Susie Davison Amelia Bullock Realtors 512-698-1997

78731 Watersedge 4209 Watersedge Cove 4br/3ba $3,495,000 4,983 Eric Moreland Moreland Properties 512-924-8442

78731 Cat Mountain Villas 4503 Twin Valley Circle 3br/2ba $400,000 2,090 Cindy Niels Hillhouse Realty/PLR 512-658-4094

78731 Northwest Hills 4001 Sierra Drive 3br/2ba $585,000 2,209 Heather Jones Turnquist Partners Realtors 512-293-7206

78731 Shinoak Valley 6109 Bon Terra Drive 4br/3ba $839,900 3,770 Debbie Harmon Amelia Bullock Realtors Inc. 512-422-1583

78751 Highlands 5109 Avenue G 3br/1ba $345,000 1,134 Mike Conner Stanberry & Associates 512-785-7490

78751 Hyde Park 4515 Avenue D 2br/1ba $254,900 912 Ellis Goodwin J.B. Goodwin Realtors 512-670-6323

78751 Koenig Place 5102 Leralynn St. 3br/1ba $339,000 910 Clayton Bullock Moreland Properties 512-797-6446

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX4021 Clawson Road

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX6203 Brookside Drive

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX4209 Watersedge Cove

Residential real estate listings added to the market between 5/7/14 and 5/14/14 were included and provided by the Austin Board of Realtors, www.abor.com. Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this 
listing, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

ZIP code guide
78701 Downtown
78702 East/Central
78703 West Austin
78704 South/Central
78705 West and North Campus
78722 Cherrywood
78723 East/North
78731 Northwest/Central
78751 Hyde Park
78756 Brentwood 
78757 Burnet Road/Anderson Lane

Market Data provided by 
the Austin Board of Realtors

On the market  (April 2014)
Number of homes for sale/Average days on market

Price Range 78701 78702 78703 78704 78705 78722 78723 78731 78751 78756 78757

$149,999 or less - - - 2/96 5/59 - - 2/36 2/9 - 1/0

$150,000–$199,999 2/29 1/7 - 1/176 8/65 - 2/21 2/10 1/57 1/63 1/44

$200,000–$299,999 1/46 7/101 1/134 4/33 9/43 - 7/85 3/21 2/7 1/11 3/22

$300,000–$399,999 4/12 20/60 5/42 18/49 6/81 2/55 8/47 1/1 5/78 2/41 8/51

$400,000–$499,999 6/77 25/46 5/41 16/66 7/71 3/38 2/19 3/30 3/15 1/290 8/72

$500,000–$599,999 3/31 8/56 1/42 16/41 2/108 - - 7/63 1/15 3/28 3/49

$600,000–$799,999 1/2 3/166 10/69 18/55 4/50 - - 16/58 4/55 4/0 1/1

$800,000–$999,999 3/91 1/116 11/60 15/77 3/74 - - 9/60 1/70 - -

$1 million + 14/95 2/35 41/91 6/115 - - - 18/122 1/47 - -

REAL ESTATE

Market Data
Monthly home sales

Number of homes sold/Median price

Month 78701 78702 78703 78704 78705 78722 78723 78731 78751 78756 78757

April 2014 27/$377,000 45/$267,500 31/$590,000 69/$402,500 23/$200,000 5/$329,500 29/$262,000 31/$600,000 18/$323,000 10/$412,000 41/$310,000

April 2013 31/$350,000 29/$240,000 49/$707,560 72/$392,000 22/$207,500 7/$272,800 39/$199,000 51/$446,500 21/$345,000 15/$420,000 46/$293,800

March 2014 24/$495,962 33/$290,000 30/$652,500 55/$430,000 27/$275,000 5/$347,500 34/$252,450 38/$512,000 14/$403,250 7/$415,000 47/$310,500

February 2014 23/$359,900 40/$267,500 18/$553,750 18/$553,750 12/$223,000 1/$375,000 43/$237,000 28/$504,500 15/$197,000 9/$505,000 30/$292,750

January 2014 17/$371,350 18/$316,617 20/$475,000 34/$447,250 13/$119,250 2/$342,500 35/$217,000 17/$416,000 12/$341,250 9/$421,000 20/$289,950

December 2013 18/$385,250 16/$305,000 31/$799,900 55/$450,000 8/$305,000 5/$350,000 21/$230,000 35/$479,600 15/$395,227 6/$318,600 36/$347,000

November 2013 18/$386,250 20/$288,500 31/$698,500 47/$384,000 12/$235,000 6/$350,000 20/$225,000 21/$540,000 15/$352,500 8/$290,000 37/$289,000

October 2013 21/$430,000 - 34/$563,725 83/$319,900 - - - 24/$478,750 12/$312,000 12/$384,900 35/$267,000

September 2013 19/$469,000 - 37/$647,525 56/$382,241 - - - 32/$420,000 11/$370,000 15/$405,900 27/$247,000
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Looking for
Coupons?

Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local 
and regional coupons

Just click and print



A higher level of women’s health care

Where hope takes flight

The Seton Breast Care Center was 
created to provide convenient and 
comprehensive care to the women of 
Central Texas. The center includes state-
of-the-art mammography technology, 
one-on-one navigation support, a specialty boutique, 
and much more. Last year more than 250,000 American 
women were diagnosed with breast cancer. Early 
detection helps to ensure the best outcomes for 
treatment and survivorship. 

To schedule a mammogram, or any of the other 
services offered at the Seton Breast Care Center, please 
call 512-324-1025. We’re here to provide the care you 
deserve – one person at a time.

A physician’s order is not required for mammogram screenings. However, we 
will need the name of your physician in order to send your results. If women 
of any age detect a noticeable change in breast tissue at any time, they should 
contact their doctor right away. 

Located inside Seton Medical Center Austin on the first floor of the west wing.
1201 West 38th Street • Austin, Texas 78705 • 512-324-1025

Please visit Seton.net/BreastCareCenter to learn more about the wide variety of services now available to you.
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