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City Council members increase 
homestead exemption for 65 
and older, disabled individuals

Faculty, administration debate 
college’s best use of resources

Austin seeks to 
assist its growing 
aging population

Enrollment decrease 
not deterring ACC 
long-term planners

By Joe Lanane
An Austin sports market long 

dominated by Longhorn colle-
giate athletics may soon go pro.

“Of course UT sports have 
been a big boon for the city of 
Austin for a long time,” Mayor 
Lee Leffingwell said. “In a lot of 
ways it’s like having our own pro-
fessional team.”

The University of Texas foot-
ball program is often considered 
Austin’s alternative to a traditional 

sports franchise—a team from 
the National Football League, 
National Basketball League, Major 
League Baseball or National 
Hockey League. Austin remains 
the largest city in the nation to not 
host a team from any of those four 
leagues, but the city is garnering 
interest from other pro sports.

An international spotlight 
first shined on Austin two years 
ago when the new Circuit of 
the Americas racetrack hosted 

By Peter McCrady
City officials and community leaders are 

looking for ways to stem the tide of pos-
sible effects of the “Silver Tsunami.” One 
tool intended to help the 65 and older 
and disabled demographic was approved 

By Joe Lanane
Short-term enrollment declines over-

shadow an otherwise high-growth decade for 
Austin Community College. Now college offi-
cials want to plan for the next two decades of 
anticipated growth.

ACC’s student body has increased by  
38 percent in the past 10 years, said Neil  
Vickers, vice president of budget and finance. 

the Formula One United States 
Grand Prix. The venue has since 
hosted multiple other motors-
ports events, and beginning June 
5 it will become the new home of 
ESPN’s Summer X Games.

Adding to that momentum, the 
Austin Aztex soccer organization 
is seeking to upgrade leagues as 
early as 2015 en route to poten-
tially becoming a Major League 
Soccer franchise, and the Austin 
Aces pro tennis team will debut in 

early July at the Cedar Park Cen-
ter. Discussions are also ongoing 
to develop a PGA Tour–quality 
golf course that could someday 
host a pro event, Leffingwell said.

The two-term mayor called 
Major League Soccer, or MLS, 
a logical starting point to grow 
Austin’s pro sports credentials, 
but he also believes the city could 
accommodate the highest levels 
of football and baseball.

See Sports | 30

See Homestead | 33 See ACC | 34

Momentum gaining for more professional organizations
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The increase in the exemption 
will also increase annual tax 
payments on median-valued 
homeowners by $6.79.

The city’s 65 and older 
and disabled persons 
property tax exemption 
increased from 
$51,000 to $70,000.

Because of the increase, the city 
of Austin will lose $3.2 million 
in revenue in fiscal year 2015.

The new exemption saves those 
qualified an average of $95.51 
per year on their property 

taxes.

Changing the exemption

Source: City of Austin
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Mayor eyes land for 
PGA Tour course
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austin’s #1 home search website • realtyaustin.com

Put our connections to 
work for you.

OLD WEST AUSTIN
1106 W 10th St

Listed by Michael & Stacy Spickes 
512.699.0400

HIGHPOINTE
459 Wild Rose

Listed by Rela Manigsaca
512.425.0505

NORTHWEST HILLS
7825 West Rim Dr 

Listed by Jackie Good
512.431.3395

DELWOOD 
5604 Westminster Dr

Listed by Eileen Carroll
512.626.8814

BRYKERWOODS
3111 Glenview Ave

Listed by Salma Manzur 
512.426.5418

ROSEDALE
4014 Rosedale Ave 

Listed by Tammy Young 
512.695.6940

RIVERSIDE VILLAS
2001 Faro Dr # 25

Listed by Debbie Barrera
512.203.1912

MERIDIAN 
12012 Pepperidge Dr

Listed by Lori Goto
512. 461.1577

Our agents are 
connected.

512.241.1300

COMING SOON

COMING SOON

Want to know about the 
hottest properties BEFORE 

they hit the market?

Just Listed by Realty Austin

TARRYTOW
N
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© 2014 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Member FDIC. ECG-1183744

Made the honor roll
Lettered in track
Not so sure how interest works

They don’t learn everything they 
need to know in school. So come in 
to Wells Fargo together, and we’ll 
show your family how our products, 
services, and resources just for 
parents and teens may help get 
them off to a great start financially.

Join us for Teen Financial 
Education Day
Saturday, April 26, 2014, at your 
nearest Wells Fargo location to  
learn more.

1183744 Teen Day Ad Resize.indd   1 4/2/14   2:04 PM

Igniting a passion for math and science among 

Austin students is more important than ever. 

That’s why Time Warner Cable’s Connect a 

Million Minds® initiative  is making a five-year, 

$100 million cash and in-kind commitment to 

inspire the problem solvers of tomorrow. To 

learn more about all the ways we’re working to 

help people enjoy Austin better, visit us at 

MakingConnectionsThatMatter.com.

Students & Science. 
Connected.

10 x 6.04 - no gradient

TWC_SS_10x6.04.indd   9 4/14/14   2:12 PM
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FROM THE GENERAL MANAGER
When I read Editor 

Joe Lanane’s front-page 
article in this month’s 
issue regarding Austin’s 
expanding professional 
sports options, it led me 
to think about how those 
new franchises might 
benefit the city.

Undoubtedly, pro 
sports make economic 
contributions. And by 
drawing crowds, they 

build excitement, energy and loyalty. 
But the value I see outweighing it all is added choice. 

We are afforded more entertainment and recreational 
choices with each new sports franchise that establishes 
itself in Austin. And choices, by and large, are very good 
when it comes to building and maintaining quality of 
life. This holds true not only of entertainment, but also 
of dining, transportation and housing alternatives, 

which you’ll read about as well in this issue.
Face it, we like options. Before reading this note, you 

probably had already pored over our Impacts section 
to discover what new restaurants and businesses have 
opened or have announced they will be “Coming Soon” 
to Central Austin. You might also have read the story 
on Page 18 about Austin City Council’s discussions 
regarding alternative housing options: micro-units. 

Transportation is also becoming an area in which 
more Austinites are exercising choice. Some travel-
ers downtown are discovering bike share to be a much 
easier and inexpensive option when traveling. Reporter 
Peter McCrady shares specifics on Page 12 about the 
system’s record-breaking ridership.

And last but not least, we have choices related to how 
and where we get news and information about our com-
munity.  Thank you for choosing to read Community 
Impact Newspaper!

Pamela Power
GENERAL MANAGER

ppower@impactnews.com

2014 Legacy 2.5i Premium 
CVT All Weather Pkg

$209mo. 42 mo. Lease 

2014 Volvo S60 T5 
FWD Premier

Roger Beasley Volvo of georgetown volvogeorgetown.com

Model EAD P02. With approved credit. Dealer contribution may a�ect final negotiated price. 42 mo lease, First mo. pymt total due at inception, no sec. dep. required, 42 monthly pymts of $209, final pymt / residual = $12,791. Based on 
10k mi. / yr with $.15 per mi. excess charge. MSRP $25,082. Stk# Z9777. All lease payments include tax credits while supplies last. 1All regular scheduled maintenance must be completed at Subaru of Georgetown. See dealer for details. 
*Purchase or lease any new (previously untitled) Subaru and receive a complimentary factory scheduled maintenance plan for 2 years or 24,000 miles (whichever comes first.) See Subaru Added Security Maintenance Plan for intervals, 

coverages and limitations. Customer must take delivery before 3-31-2015 and reside within the promotional area. See dealer for program details and eligibility. **Available with approved credit on select models in lieu of any other o�er. 
Dealer participation may a�ect final negotiated price. No down payment required. All pictures for illustration only. MPG figures are estimated highway, results vary. O�ers expire 4/30/2014

Stk# V4871. 36 mo lease with approved credit through Volvo Car Financial Services. Lease based on 10,000 mi/yr with $.25/mi excess charge. $3,499 +TT&L total due at inception (no sec. dep. required). Final payment / residual = $21,482. 
MSRP $36,865. Includes application of $500 Volvo Allowance. Ad unit subject to availability. *Complimentary Factory Scheduled Maintenance covers the � rst three services at no charge: 10,000, 20,000 and 30,000 miles. Complimentary Wear 

Item Coverage includes all Volvo Genuine Parts such as wiper blades, brake pads and rotors. Bene� ts must be utilitzed within 3 years or 36,000 miles. Tires excluded. See dealer for complete details. O� ers expire 4-30-2014. 

Subaru of georgetown subarugeorgetown.com

Roger Beasley Volvo of Georgetown 7501 South IH 35 • Georgetown • (888) 523-1363
Roger Beasley Volvo of Austin 6375 East Highway 290 • Austin • (888) 543-7193

Subaru of Georgetown • 7501 S IH 35 • Georgetown • (888) 694-7819

0.0% APR FINANCING AVAILABLE FOR 63 MOS

FWD Premier

RoRRooRogegegegerr BeBBeBBBeasassa leley y y y VVoVVVVVolvlvo off GGGG

$299 mo. 36 mos.
COMPLIMENTARY FACTORY MAINTENANCE

gg  South IH 353  • Georgetown •• (888888)) 5523-3 131 63GGGeoorgrgetetowowwnnn n 7575757501001

NTNTNTNTEENAENAEENANANCENCE

COMMUNITY FEEDBACK
TAKE THE POLL LAST MONTH’S POLL RESULTS

What professional sport is most likely to 
expand or relocate to Austin first?

  Major League Soccer

  PGA Tour

  Major League Baseball

  National Football League

  Take the poll online at impactnews.com/cta-poll

Look for the results right here in next month’s print edition of 
Community Impact Newspaper.

Do you plan to upgrade to 1-gigabit-
per-second Internet service if and 
when such speeds become available 
to you?

Yes, as soon as possible 

  61.86% 

Yes, but not immediately

  20.34% 

No, I do not need speeds that fast

  10.17% 

No, the service is too expensive

  7.63%
Results from an unscientific Web survey collected 3/24/14–4/17/14

Enthusiasm is building for a new professional sports fran-
chise in Austin, as described in this month’s front-page story. 
Because every Austinite’s wish list for pro sports may vary, we 
are asking readers what sport or event they think has the most 
realistic chance of coming to the city.

The March front-page story “Net Wars” described the 
multiple Internet providers slated to provide 1-gigabit-per-
second Internet speed to Austinites. By year’s end, many 
Central Austin neighborhoods will have access to at least 
one 1gbps provider.

READER COMMENT
“If we’re going to consider something as expensive as subway 
for a route with this little ridership, why not build a subway on the 
Lamar/Guadalupe route, where we know the riders actually are?”

—Mike Dahmus, in response to “Project Connect planners 
discuss bridge, tunnel to cross Lady Bird Lake for urban rail”
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Now Open

7  A former auto warehouse has been 
transformed into a new training facility 
that opened in March called The Speed 
Shop, 410 Pressler St. Pure Austin Fitness 
and Rogue Running combined efforts to 
create the new performance-training studio, 
which combines movement and strength 
training in its workouts. The Speed Shop 
also has a juice bar, changing rooms, storage 
and a retail operation. 512-373-8711.  
www.pureaustinspeedshop.com 

8  A new all-you-can-eat sushi 
restaurant called Sushi Junai opened 
March 3 at 1612 Lavaca St. The Japanese 
restaurant has flat lunch and dinner rates 
for unlimited sushi orders. 512-322-2428.  
www.facebook.com/sushijunai

9  International children’s clothing line 
Nui Organics opened its first Austin 
showroom April 22 at 1411 W. Sixth St. 
Geared toward newborns to children age 
12 and younger, Nui Organics clothing 
is made of organic cotton and imported 
merino wool. 888-823-6480. www.
nuiorganics.com. Twitter: @NuiOrganics

10  Doc’s Motorworks opened April 
10 in the space previously occupied by 
Waterloo Ice House, which shut down 
at 1106 W. 38th St. in March. Co-owner 
Charles Milligan said the restaurant has 
been updated with Doc’s-specific decor 
and 41 draft beers—mostly from Texas. 
More TVs and outdoor seating were 
also added, he said. Doc’s continues to 
run other locations on South Congress 
Avenue and Brodie Lane. 512-454-3627. 
www.eatdrinkdocs.com

11  Hatbox: A Modern Haberdashery, 
opened its third Austin location in mid-
March in the back of clothing boutique  
Co-Star, 1708 S. Congress Ave. Already 
with shops in Northwest Austin and 
downtown Austin, Hatbox’s newest 
location offers hats, gloves and scarves that 
match many of the clothing offerings at Co-
Star. 512-536-0447. www.hatbox.com

12  A new location of Goodwill opened 
April 3 at the former Cheapo Records 
location, 914 N. Lamar Blvd., where 
Whole Foods Market first started. 
The 12,000-square-foot retail outlet is 
Goodwill’s 31st thrift store in Central 
Texas. 512-469-7826.  
www.goodwillcentraltexas.org

13  Owners Daniel and Andrew Almand 
opened the first Texas franchise of Sixt 
Rent A Car on April 23. Located at 1804 
W. 35th St., Sixt Rent A Car offers a fleet 
of mostly German-made vehicles. The 
company also has plans to open a location 
near the airport by the end of the year.  
512-524-7498. www.sixt.com

Downtown

Now Open

1  A new event venue, Ironwood 
Hall, debuted April 24 in the Red 
River District, 505 E. Seventh St. 
Featuring high-tech lighting, sound and 
projection equipment, the space is able 
to accommodate hundreds of guests 
depending on configuration.  
www.ironwoodhall.com

2  Wink Threading Salon, already 
with locations in Fort Worth and 
Dallas, opened in downtown Austin, 
360 Nueces St., Ste. 60, on Jan. 14. The 
salon touts itself as a quick, gentle and 
affordable way to shape eyebrows and 
remove unwanted facial hair.  
512-476-9465. www.winkthreading.com

3  Minneapolis-based restaurant 
Crave opened its first Texas location 
Feb. 10 at 340 E. Second St. Crave offers 
many dishes unique to Austin using 
locally sourced ingredients. Chef Frank 
Johnson, who previously worked at 
Austin-based Roaring Fork, leads the 
fine-dining restaurant. 512-469-0000.  
www.cravetexas.com

Coming Soon

4  Already with three locations 
statewide, Cooper’s Old Time Pit 
Bar-B-Que will open its first Austin 
restaurant this fall at 217 Congress 
Ave. Started in Llano, the family-
owned business is best known for 
its brisket, sausage, ribs and the Big 
Chop, a large slow-roasted pork chop. 
The restaurant—the first Cooper’s to 
have a full bar—will host live music 
most nights and some sports-themed 
entertainment. 512-474-4227.  
www.coopersbbqaustin.com

5  A locally owned and operated gym 
called Spark Fitness Club will open in 
early June at the new Gables Park Tower 
building next to the Seaholm District, 
111 Sandra Muraida Way. Spark Fitness 
Club owner Dan Yudin previously 
opened Powerhouse Gym, which was 
later renamed to Pure Austin Fitness 
before he sold his ownership stake. 
Yudin’s newest venture will include the 
Black Dog Bar for patrons before or after  
a workout. 512-432-5800.  
www.sparkfitnessaustin.com

6  Construction is expected to be 
complete by mid-summer on the new 
13-story IBC Bank Plaza, 500 W. Fifth St. 
IBC Bank will relocate operations from 
its Congress Avenue branch, 816 Congress 
Ave., Ste. 100, to the plaza by October 
or November. Other tenants—not yet 
announced—will begin moving into the 
building shortly after construction is 
complete. 512-397-4506. www.ibc.com

IMPACTS
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14  Tiny Pies debuted its first storefront 
March 28 at 5035 Burnet Road. Mother-
daughter owners Kit Seay and Amanda 
Bates began selling their miniature pies 
made using family recipes three years ago 
at various farmers markets, eventually 
moving to online sales. The store’s menu 
will have a combination of sweet and 
vegetarian savory pies. 512-916-0184.  
www.tinypies.com

15  Bruegger’s Bagels opened a location 
in April at 3425 S. Lamar Blvd. in the 
same building as The 704 Apartments. 
Jason Cusick, general manager of the other 
Austin location at 3267 Bee Caves Road, Ste. 
105, said the restaurant offers New York–
style bagels and Vermont cream cheese 
in addition to coffee, breads, breakfast 
sandwiches and salads. 512-394-7667.  
www.brueggers.com. Twitter: @brueggers 

16  Dr. B.N. Le of EyeRis Vision Center 
began taking patients at her second clinic 
April 23 with a grand opening celebration 
April 26. Located at 3111 S. Lamar Blvd., 
the new comprehensive eye care clinic 
expands upon its original Southpark 
Meadows location to include an optical 
center where patients can select from an 
inventory of eye glasses frames.  
512-222-5636. www.eyerisvision.com

17  An eco-friendly dry cleaning chain, 
MW Cleaners, opened March 31 inside 
seven Austin-area Men’s Wearhouse 
stores, including at Lincoln Village, 6406 
N. I-35, Ste. 2375. The business offers 
in-store service, delivery to a customer’s 
home or workplace, and a “black tie” 
same-day service. 512-459-4355.  
www.mwcleaners.com

Austin-based business Baucom 
Behavioral & Educational Services 
opened Dec. 28. Founder Alison Baucom 
travels to families’ homes to offer 
Applied Behavioral Analysis–based 
training to parents with children ages 
2–8 who have developmental disabilities 
such as autism, Down syndrome or 
cerebral palsy. 512-537-3014.  
www.baucombehavioral.com.  

Coming Soon

18  Ramen Tatsu-Ya owners Tatsu Aikawa 
and Takuya Matsumoto will open a south 
location of the Japanese ramen restaurant 
at 1234 S. Lamar Blvd. It is slated to open 
in winter 2014 or early 2015. The original 
location at 8557 Research Blvd., Ste. 126, 
remains open. www.ramen-tatsuya.com. 
Twitter: @ramentatsu_ya  

19  Masha Poloskova, founder and former 
owner of Feathers Boutique, has shifted 
her attention to a new retail venture 
called GARMENT Modern + Vintage, a 
clothing, accessory and fine jewelry store 
at 701-F S. Lamar Blvd. Slated to open 
in late August to early September, the 
1,200-square-foot boutique will specialize 
in high-end vintage clothing, accessories 
and fine jewelry from new, independent 
designers. www.shopgarment.com

20  San Antonio–based Papouli’s Greek 
Grill will open its first Austin location 
in mid-May at the Hancock Shopping 
Center, 1000 E. 41st St. The traditional 
and contemporary Greek restaurant 
serves gyros, Greek-style sandwich wraps, 
gourmet platters and Greek salads, among 
other Mediterranean-themed menu items. 
Papouli’s operates four other locations in 
the San Antonio area. 210-641-1300.  
www.papoulis.com

21  Owner Tessa Halstead in August will 
open Chocolaterie Tessa, a new artisan 
chocolate shop at 7425 Burnet Road. For 
more than 30 years, Halstead’s family 
has handcrafted premium chocolates, 
including molded chocolates and boxed 
assortments complete with truffles, 
ganaches, caramels and real fruit jelly 
candies. This storefront is Halstead’s first 
in Austin after previously operating online.  
512-200-2837. www.chocolaterietessa.com

22  The former downtown location of Third 
Base Sports Bar, 1717 W. Sixth St., will 
maintain its sports-bar status when Cover 
3 takes over the space by this fall. Already 
with one location on West Anderson 
Lane, Cover 3 is an upscale sports bar 

specializing in fine dining and craft 
cocktails. 512-374-1121. www.cover-3.com

23  A new teaching kitchen summer camp 
for children and adults will launch this 
summer. Patricia’s Table will host 20 
hands-on cooking camps at 1510 W. 35th 
St. Founder Patricia Tamminga, an early 
childhood educator and culinary school 
graduate, will lead the 10-person classes. 
She also hosts birthday events, BYOB adult 
classes and other events. The first camp 
starts June 16. 512-434-9100.  
www.patriciastable.com

24  Ludo Fitness, a new 3,000-square-
foot CrossFit gym at The University of 
Texas Dobie Center, 2021 Guadalupe St., 
will open in August. Co-founders Connie 
Moore and Jayci Cormier will use their 
CrossFit expertise to bring a new brand of 
the popular fitness regime to Austin.  
512-940-1543. www.dobiecenter.com

Relocations

25  The Omelettry is moving from its 
Burnet Road home of 36 years to a new, 
bigger location at the Concorde Center, 
4631 Airport Blvd. Owners Kenny and 
Jesse Carpenter said in a news release that 
they look forward to improving options 
along the Airport Boulevard corridor, 
where they expect to relocate by October. 
512-453-5062. www.theomelettry.com

New Ownership

26  Banana Bay Trading Co., a longtime 
military surplus store slated to close, was 
purchased April 8 by new owners Jenny and 
Russ Krengel. Located at 5102 Clarkson Ave. 
near 51st Street and Airport Boulevard, the 
shop will continue selling military surplus 
supplies, tactical gear and survival gear. A 
reopening celebration will be held April 26. 
512-479-8608. www.camonow.com

Closings

27  Live music venue Flipnotics, 1601 
Barton Springs Road, closed March 21 
after more than 20 years in business.

Compiled by Joe Lanane

The Speed Shop was converted from a former 
auto warehouse into a modern fitness studio.

7

Sushi Junai offers all-you-can-eat sushi during 
lunch and dinner.

8

After operating at farmers markets and online,  
Tiny Pies opened its own storefront on Burnet Road.

14

Banana Bay Trading Co. will remain open under 
new ownership.
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News or questions about Impacts or Central Austin news? 
Email ctanews@impactnews.com.

24/7 EMERGENCY CARE WITHOUT THE WAIT LOCATIONS
3563 Far West Ste. 110, Austin TX 78731 • 512-481-2321

4015 South Lamar, Austin TX 78704 • 512-774-5780

www.austiner.com MoPac

Far West Blvd.

Bur
ne

t R
d.

MoPac

71

360

S. Lamar B
lvd

.

• Board Certi� ed ER Physicians 
• CT, Ultrasound & X-ray On-Site 
• Pediatric Friendly
• Open 24/7/365

NOW OPEN!
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211 Bella Riva Dr.
5 Beds, 5 Baths 4 ½ Baths
$2,999,500
Susan Griffith
(512) 327-4800 x164

COSTA BELLA

206 Costa Bella Dr. 
4 Beds,  5 Baths
$1,499,500
Susan Griffith
(512) 327-4800 x164

COSTA BELLA

901 W. 9th St. Unit 107
3 Beds, 2.5 Baths 
$1,475,000
Susan Griffith
(512) 327-4800 x164

THE NOKONAH

13903 Panorama Dr.
4 Beds, 3 Baths
$1,495,000
Susan Griffith
(512) 327-4800 x164

LAKE TRAVIS

®

®

Westlake/Central  512.327.4800 Northwest Austin  512.345.2100

2407 McCullough
3 Beds, 3.5 Baths
$1,575,000
Kay Keesee
(512) 750-2274

TARRYTOWN

5329 Austral Loop
4 Beds, 2.5 Baths
$482,000
Pattie Webster
(512) 924-9923

CIRCLE C RANCH  

1504 East 13th Street
House and Duplex
$599,000
Lori Galloway
(512) 633-3882

EAST AUSTIN 

12600 Side Oats Dr.
3 Beds, 3.5 Baths
$1,500,000
Camille Abbott
(512) 529-1299

SPANISH OAKS

  NOT IN MLS

  PENDING

8313 Bowling Green
3 Beds, 2 Baths
$272,000
Susan deGraffenried
(512) 699-7577

ALLANDALE

2307 West 8th Street
4 Beds, 3 Baths
$1,249,000
Wendy Griessen
(512) 431-9502

DEEP EDDY

4801 S. Congress Ave. #D3  
1 Beds, 2 Baths 
$225,000
Diane Lipsitz
(512) 632-9264

SOUTH CONGRESS

703 Carolyn Avenue
4 Beds, 3 Baths
$785,000
Suzanne Pringle
(512) 217-1047

NORTH UNIVERSITY

2501 Velasquez
5 Beds, 4 Baths
$1,890,000
Camille Abbott
(512) 529-1299

BELLO VISTA

510 West 33rd St.
2 Beds, 2.5 Baths
$599,000
Suzanne Pringle
(512) 217-1047

NORTH UNIVERSITY

4304 Tallowood Dr.
5 Beds, 3 Baths
$630,000
Cari Clark
(512) 924-9474

NORTHWEST HILLS

12912 Hacienda Ridge
4 Beds, 4.5 Baths
$2,300,000
Camille Abbott
(512) 529-1299

SPANISH OAKS

  UNDER CONTRACT

  NOT IN MLS
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Rosewood Ave.

East Austin

Now Open

1  Rockstar Bagels upgraded from an 
wholesale operation March 30 to include 
retail sales out of the company’s new 
production facility at 1900 Rosewood 
Ave. Operating since 2009 under owner 
Joe Humel, Rockstar Bagels sells 10 
bagel flavors and a half-dozen bagel 
sandwiches, including a BLT and bagel 
dog. The company also has five bagel 
spreads for sale. www.rockstarbagels.com. 
rockstarbagels@yahoo.com

2  The flagship store of Raven + Lily 
debuted April 3 at 2406 Manor Road, Ste. 
C. After selling strictly to retailers and 
online shoppers, Raven + Lily sells its 
brand of eco-friendly apparel, accessories 
and home goods out of its new storefront 
between the new location of Sugar Mama’s 
Bake Shop and Dai Due restaurant.  
512-236-1378. www.ravenandlily.com

3  Alli Baker Tattoo is now accepting 
appointments at its studio at 3110 Manor 
Road. Owner Alli Baker was featured on 
season two of television show “Best Ink” on 
the Oxygen Network. www.allibaker.com

4  El Chile y Cantina owner Carlos 
Rivero expanded his business offerings in 
mid-March to include El Sapo Botanas 
y Burgers, 1900 Manor Road. Located at 
the former Flat Top Burger Shop, the new 
cantina’s menu consists mostly of burgers, 
bar food, craft cocktails and beer.  
512-366-5154. www.elsapoatx.com

5  The third Austin-area Smashburger 
location debuted March 31 in the Mueller 
development, 1200 Barbara Jordan Blvd., 
Ste. 380. The Denver-based burger chain 
has traditional and Texas-specific menu 
offerings as well as other sandwiches, 
salads, fries, sides, Haagen-Dazs ice cream 
shakes and local craft beer. 512-872-2926. 
www.smashburger.com

6  Already with locations in Houston and 
Dallas, Boojee Hair opened its first Austin 

Compiled by Joe Lanane

Raven + Lily Founder and CEO Kirsten Dickerson 
opened her company’s flagship store on Manor Road.

Owners David and Maggie Porcher drove the  
FYI Truck from Chicago to Austin in March.
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IMPACTS
shop April 12 at East Seventh Street Plaza, 
1923 E. Seventh St., Ste. 170. Boojee, which 
in April celebrates two years in business, 
sells Brazilian hair extensions and weaves. 
The new 810-square-foot location has a 
more upscale, boutique atmosphere than 
other Boojee stores. 512-494-4327.  
www.boojeehair.com

7  FYI Truck, whose name stands for 
frozen yogurt inspirations, claims to be 
Austin’s only self-serve frozen yogurt and 
mobile espresso truck. The truck debuted 
at the Break Point at the Boardwalk food 
trailer court, 2201 1/2 Lakeshore Blvd., in 
mid-April, offering six flavors of yogurt as 
well as fruit, cereal and other toppings.  
847-525-1556. www.froyotogo.com

Coming Soon

8  After being sold only in Whole 
Foods Market, online and through select 
retailers, Daily Greens will open its own 
juice bar May 1 at 979 Springdale Road. 
Six pounds of fresh raw produce—or 
nine daily servings of vegetables and 
fruits—are packed into multiple flavors 
created by founder Shauna Martin.  
www.drinkdailygreens.com 

Anniversaries

9  Big Red Dog, an engineering and 
development company based at 2021 E. 
Fifth St., Ste. 110, celebrates its five-year 
anniversary May 1. The company has gone 
from three employees to 53 during that 
span, CEO Will Schnier said.  
512-669-5560. www.bigreddog.com

10  Mexican-Japanese fusion street food 
truck Oyama celebrated its one-year 
anniversary April 8. Oyama found a 
permanent home last summer at the 
Break Point at the Boardwalk food trailer 
court, 2201 1/2 Lakeshore Blvd., and the 
food truck can also be found at various 
locations throughout Austin during 
certain lunch hours and nights.  
www.facebook.com/oyama512 

East Austin

News or questions about Impacts or East Austin news? 
Email ctanews@impactnews.com.
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GRAND OPENING

FRESH, HAND PULLED NOODLE BAR...
THE FIRST IN AUSTIN!

512-469-7878 | 1801 E 51 ST Bldg C 370
Austin, TX | www.xianfresh.com

SUSHI 
HAPPY HOUR

TUESDAY TO SUNDAY 
5PM TO 7PM.
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A sizzling steak,  
or searing heartburn?

WHAT 
DO YOU SEE?

Are you suffering from acid reflux, even with medication? There are  
new treatment options available to relieve chronic heartburn caused  
by gastroesophageal reflux disease (GERD).  

The Heartburn and Acid Reflux Center of Scott & White in Round Rock 
has assembled a team of specialists to customize your care. To schedule an 
appointment with our experts, call 512-509-GERD (4373).

See all the facts at heartburn.sw.org

New Treatments for GERD
April 24, 2014  |  6–7:30 p.m.
Scott & White Hospital - Round Rock
Longhorn Room
300 University Boulevard
Round Rock, TX

Imagine a life without acid reflux.  
Learn more about the treatment options 
available for chronic heartburn. For 
more information about this seminar, 
call 512-509-GERD (4373).
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MULTIPLE NEIGHBORHOODS 
A new grant program may soon help 
Austin neighborhoods fund their 
small projects.

Love Your Block, Austin! offers 
$500–$1,000 grants for neighborhoods 
interested in volunteering for and orga-
nizing a project that improves tradi-
tionally underserved areas of the city. 

Nevana Pilipovic-Wengler, member 
of the AmeriCorps VISTA service 
program, is coordinating the project on 
behalf of Mayor Lee Leffingwell’s office, 
with $10,000 in donations available 
from the nonprofit Cities of Service 
coalition, which is funded by Bloom-
berg Philanthropies, in an effort to help 
cities emphasize volunteer efforts.

 “This is a fantastic way to let resi-
dents determine what can be done in 
their area while working together,” 
she said. “And none of this money is 
taxpayer money.”

Examples of projects that may 
gain approval include tree plantings, 
trash cleanup or community garden 
improvements, Pilipovic-Wengler said. 

The program may also help fund 
improvements to existing or ongoing 
neighborhood projects, she said, as 
long as neighborhoods can recruit up 
to 20 volunteers to assist. Applications 
that propose creative uses of the grant 
money will stick out in the selection 
process, Pilipovic-Wengler said.

“Not just creativity, but there are 

some real-life issues [neighborhoods] 
can address with these small amounts 
of money,” she said. “I think it also 
supports future investment in your 
community as well. Residents work-
ing together can build a stronger 
community.”

Neighborhoods have until June 
1 to apply for project grant money, 
Pilipovic-Wengler said.

NEIGHBORHOOD NOTES
News from Central Austin Neighborhoods Compiled by Joe Lanane and Peter McCrady

Bar and restaurant Weather Up fails to get extended hours

CapMetro unveils new bike shelters
City seeks applicants for mini-grants program

EAST CESAR CHAVEZ Some East 
Austin neighborhood members suc-
cessfully rallied against the extension of 
operating hours for restaurant Weather 
Up.

Austin City Council denied Weather 
Up’s appeal for extended hours 6-1 dur-
ing its March 27 meeting. Councilman 
Bill Spelman voted against the denial.

Weather Up officials were seeking a 
conditional-use site plan with a late-
hours permit to extend service until 
2 a.m. as well as a parking variance to 
allow parking within 200 feet of the 
establishment. Without the extended 
hours, Weather Up must stop serving 
at midnight.

Weather Up is located at 1808 E. 
Cesar Chavez St. and is a 956-square-
foot restaurant and bar that serves 
high-end food and cocktails. The busi-
ness can fit about 15 patrons inside and 
outside and has about eight parking 
spaces, said Kareem Hajjar, an attorney 
representing Weather Up.

Speakers against the extended hours 
said they oppose serving liquor later 

into the night because 
that it could lead to more 
impaired drivers and 
disrupt the peace of the 
neighborhood. 

They also raised the con-
cern that this action would 
open up a gateway for 
late-night establishments in 
the area.

“This particular loca-
tion is way inside the 
neighborhood—a far cry 
from [I-35],” said Gavino Fernandez, 
who spoke at the City Council meet-
ing. “The precedent that it will set if we 
give a 2 a.m. [late-hours permit] is just 
unimaginable.”

Councilman Mike Martinez said 
he believes extending the hours of the 
business “is not appropriate in this 
area, in this community or for this 
neighborhood.”

Councilman Chris Riley said, “If 
you’re going to have a bar in a neighbor-
hood, this is about as good of a bar as 
you’re going to get,” and is hopeful that 

a better relationship can be established 
between the surrounding community 
and the business owners.

“It seems from the outside, that there 
is every reason why there could be a 
win-win outcome here—something that 
would work for the bar and something 
that would actually be a good thing for 
the neighborhood,” Riley said.

Supporters of the extended hours said 
the business has tried to be a good neigh-
bor by trying to minimize the amount 
of noise reaching nearby properties and 
offering to build more parking to accom-
modate neighbors’ concerns.

MULTIPLE NEIGHBORHOODS Six new 
bike shelters near Capital Metro stations became 
available April 22 for public use.

The MetroBike shelters are located near Metro-
Rail train stations and MetroRapid bus stops, 
according to Capital Metro spokeswoman Amy 
Peck. The shelters are especially useful for train 
patrons, she said.

“Four people can ride in the same amount 
of space that one bike consumes on board the 
train,” Peck said. “Parking at a MetroBike shelter 
helps alleviate overcrowding during peak hours.”

The first MetroBike shelter debuted at the 
Kramer Station in 2012. Capital Metro then used 
a $554,000 federal grant and $50,000 in city con-
tributions to construct six additional shelters.

Each shelter fits 24 standard-size bicycles and 
requires an entry card to access. Entry cards cost 
$30 for 12 months of unlimited use. For more 
information, visit www.capmetro.org/metrobike.

City Council denied Weather Up’s appeal for extended hours.
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Six new bike shelters debuted April 22 at various transit stops.
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Love Your Block, Austin! 
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Chicon St.

Salina St.

E. 7th St.

Martin Luther 

King Jr. Blvd.

Bike 
Shelter

Mini-grant program
• Visit—www.austintexas.gov/ 

loveyourblock

• Email—loveyourblock@austintexas.gov

• Call—512-974-1346

• Deadline—June 1
Source: City of Austin

EAST CESAR CHAVEZ

Transform your 
Health.

ACUPUNCTURE, HERBS  & INTEGRATIVE PRIMARY CARE

AOMA is one of the most trusted 
providers of acupuncture and Chinese 
herbal medicine since 1993.

Voted Best Eastern Medicine Practice in  
Austin Fit Magazine 2013!

In-network provider for United Health 
Care & Blue Cross Blue Shield.

2700 W. Anderson Ln. | 78757 | (512) 467-0370

4701 West Gate Blvd.  | 78745 | (512) 693-4373

www.aoma.edu/patients
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By Joe Lanane
Red River Street will move to 

its original footprint as part of 
a realignment project under-
way on The University of Texas 
campus.

A portion of Red River Street 
from Martin Luther King Jr. 
Boulevard to 15th Street closed 
April 14 to help make way for the 
new UT medical school. The road 
will remain closed through the 
end of 2014, causing northbound 
traffic to rely on Trinity Street 
as a detour, and southbound drivers to use 
the I-35 frontage road, said Bob Rawski, 
regional program manager with the UT 
system office of utilities.

“As a part of our review and approval 
process, we completed a traffic impact 
analysis,” Rawski said. “The impact 
analysis did not indicate there would be a 
significant impact [on the detour routes] 
from that increased traffic.”

The project returns that portion of Red 
River Street to its original alignment from 
when the city grid was first developed, he 
said. The road was relocated in the 1970s 
from its original north-south alignment, 
Rawski said.

“If the road had continued south, it 
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Austin B-cycle sees success after launch
SXSW, popularity pedal bike-sharing system to record numbers

Red River Street closed for realignment
Construction on UT medical school to divert traffic through 2014

By Peter McCrady
As the city of Austin settles 

down after another South by 
Southwest Music and Media 
Festival, bike-share program 
Austin B-cycle is still riding 
high from its boost in ridership 
and popularity.

“Our system got used really 
heavily,” Austin B-cycle Execu-
tive Director Elliott McFadden 
said. “People really embraced it.” 

During SXSW, the system 
had almost 18,000 check-
outs and averaged about 6.4 
checkouts per bike per day. On the system’s 
busiest day, March 14, McFadden said the 
average was 10.1 checkouts per bike per 
day, breaking a national record previously 
held by New York City, where bikes were 
checked out 7.2 times on average per day.

B-cycle helped accommodate almost 
twice as many trips during SXSW com-
pared with the first two months and 10 
days since the bike-share system’s launch, 
McFadden said. 

“The system held up extremely well,” he 
said. “The bikes are designed to take that 
kind of abuse, and they held up well.”

The service has grown since its launch in 

NEWS BRIEFS

December from 11 stations and 110 bikes 
to 40 stations and about 275 bikes. 

“Our usage has been quite a bit higher 
than we expected,” McFadden said. “We 
always knew Austin would be a good city 
for bike-share and that it would be a good 
match, but we thought it would start a little 
slower than it has. So that’s great news.”

Looking ahead, McFadden said Austin 
B-cycle may expand some busier stations 
at the intersections of Fourth Street and 
Congress Avenue, the Pfluger Pedestrian 
Bridge and Second Street, and South 
Congress and Academy Drive. For more 
information, visit http://austin.bcycle.com.

would go through the emergency dropoff 
at Brackenridge,” he said.

Moving the roadway requires construc-
tion crews to relocate many underground 
utilities in the area. Trinity Street, 15th 
Street and Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard 
will all have some lanes closed during the 
Red River Street realignment, Rawski said. 
Lane closures will be strategically timed to 
minimize traffic impacts, he said.

“The other roads we hope to incremen-
tally return to full service as we go along—
assuming there are no unforeseen condi-
tions,” he said.

The first phase of the medical school 
project will be complete by mid-2016 as 
scheduled, Rawski said.

Austin B-cycle launched in December, and officials said the sys-
tem has been a popular mode of transportation.

Red River Street will be realigned to help make way for the new 
medical school project on The University of Texas campus.
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Rapid Buses, 
Regional Trains, 
Urban Rail.

Now we’re getting 
somewhere.
Project Connect is the vision for a Central Texas high-capacity 
transit system that links the places we live, work, learn and play. 
Get informed, get involved and let’s get moving!

Future road 
alignment

Closure

Detour

Partial 
closure
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*City of Austin Home Composting Rebates are available to Austin  
residents who pay the Clean Community Fee

More Austinites than ever before can save 

 $75 on a home composting system! Now,   

all Austin residents are eligible, including 

 apartment and condo residents. To qualify, 

simply take a free composting class online  

 or in the community.*

austintexas.gov/composting

“One particularly bold aide said he did 
not believe a president should spend his 
time and power on lost causes, however 
worthy they might be,” Obama said. 
“To which, it is said, President Johnson 
replied, ‘Well, what the hell’s the presi-
dency for?’”

Fifty years later, the nation is locked “in 
the same great debate about equality and 
opportunity and the role of government in 
ensuring each,” Obama said.

“As was true 50 years ago, there are 
those who dismiss the Great Society as a 
failed experiment and an encroachment 
on liberty; who argue that government has 
become the true source of all that ails us, 
and that poverty is due to the moral fail-
ings of those who suffer from it,” he said.

Obama said he rejected those ideas 
because he and his family have lived out 
the promise of Johnson’s efforts.

“I and millions of my generation were 
in a position to take the baton that he 
handed to us,” he said. “That means we’ve 
got a debt to pay.  That means we can’t 
afford to be cynical. Half a century later, 
the laws LBJ passed are now as fundamen-
tal to our conception of ourselves and our 
democracy as the Constitution and the 
Bill of Rights.”

He said that Civil Rights Act’s anni-
versary teaches young people “that with 
enough effort, enough empathy, enough 
perseverance and enough courage, people 
who love their country can change it.”
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President Barack Obama speaks at the Civil Rights Summit on The University of Texas campus April 10. 

President Obama honors LBJ’s legacy

By Joe Olivieri
President Lyndon Johnson believed 

that Americans can build a fairer, more 
equal and freer society than the one they 
inherited, President Barack Obama said 
April 10.

“He believed we make our own destiny,” 
Obama said. “And in part because of him, 
we must believe it as well.”

The president delivered a half-hour key-
note address on Johnson’s contributions to 
civil rights and the nation’s responsibility 
to continue his work at the Civil Rights 
Summit at the Lyndon B. Johnson Presi-
dential Library on The University of Texas 
campus.

In his address, Obama said Johnson’s 
“Great Society” domestic policies—
including the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the 
Voting Rights Act of 1965, the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act of 1965 and the 
Medicare Bill of 1965—were inspired by 
Johnson’s own experiences with poverty 
as a child and later as a teacher.

“Deprivation and discrimination— 
these were not abstractions to Lyndon 
Baines Johnson,” Obama said. “He knew 
that poverty and injustice are as insepara-
ble as opportunity and justice are joined. 
So that was in him from an early age.”

Obama praised the former president’s 
mastery of politics and the legislative 
process. He also praised Johnson’s desire 
to fight for what others deemed as risky 
political moves.

POLITICS

Head of state delivers keynote address at Civil Rights Summit
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Austin ISD superintendent to leave district
Carstarphen heads to Atlanta; AISD board names interim and begins search

By Kelli Weldon 
Austin ISD Superintendent 

Meria Carstarphen formally 
accepted a position April 14 as the 
leader of Atlanta Public Schools, 
leaving the AISD board of trust-
ees with the task of finding a new 
permanent leader for the district. 

Carstarphen was announced 
March 27 as the sole finalist for 
the position in Atlanta, the APS 
board formally voted April 14 to 
hire her and she submitted her 
resignation effective April 23. 

In a statement, she thanked the 
AISD community for its support 
during the past five years.

“No superintendent does this 
work alone, and I have been for-
tunate to work with you toward a 
common goal: providing a quality 
education for every student and a 
supportive environment for our 
dedicated AISD staff,” she said.

At its April 15 meeting, the 
board named AISD Chief Schools 
Officer Paul Cruz as interim 
superintendent.

The board also approved a 
request for proposals to find a 
firm that can help the district in 
its search for a permanent super-
intendent.  

During citizens communica-
tion, a few attendees including 
Alberto Gonzalez expressed 
interest in the board hiring Cruz 
as a superintendent permanently.

“We don’t need a search firm,” 
Gonzalez said. “We don’t need a 
national search. We have a wealth 
of talent … here in AISD, and for 
someone to suggest that we might 
be potentially rudderless does a 
disservice of the hardworking 
leadership we still have in this 
district.”

AISD board President Vincent 

Torres said Cruz does not plan to 
apply for the permanent position.

Parent Celeste Roll said she 
appreciates AISD’s communica-
tion to the public on the search.

“My hope is that in the same 
fashion the board held meetings 
at various local high schools with 
regards to facilities, the same 
approach would be implemented 
in outreach for community input 
regarding the next superinten-
dent,” Roll said.

Torres said the search could 
take as long as a year. 

The board has not yet voted on 
whether it will conduct an open 
search or closed search, he said. 
In a closed search, the board does 
not have to disclose names of 
candidates vying for the position 
to the public, Torres said. In an 
open search the district can dis-
close candidates’ names through-
out the process or reveal finalists 
toward the end, he said.

“One of the things that we want 
to do as a board is to reach out to 
our community and make sure 
that we’re in sync with the quali-
fications that the community 
wants to have in a superintendent 
when we go out looking,” he said.

Torres said he wants the dis-
trict to remain steadfast on issues 
including its facility master plan 
and budget, as well as dual-lan-
guage and social and emotional 
learning.

Austin is stronger as a result 
of Carstarphen’s leadership, said 
Drew Scheberle, the Greater 
Austin Chamber of Commerce’s 
senior vice president of education 
and talent development.

“There are [about] 1,000 more 
students who are graduating 
college-ready here than when she 

got here, which is huge,” he said.
Scheberle said he will be inter-

ested to see how the November 
elections tie in with the search for 
a new superintendent.

“I would be shocked if the 
board decided to go for an exter-
nal candidate before the Novem-
ber elections,” he said, noting five 
of the nine AISD board members’ 
terms are slated to end in 2014. 

Carstarphen spoke about the 
future of the district April 3 at 
the chamber’s 2014 Education 
Progress Reports luncheon. 

“I know the politics will be 
crazy. ... I know that if we just 
had maybe three more years 
we’d probably have everybody at 
90 percent graduation rates, so 
whoever ends up being superin-
tendent, you keep holding them 
to that because our people are 
working toward that, and we can 
get there,” she said. 

Ken Zarifis, president of local 
teachers union Education Austin, 
said a change of leadership could 
energize both the superintendent 
and the district as a whole.

“I think she’ll work really well 
in Atlanta. ... As far as the district 
goes, I think this is just a great 
opportunity ... for the city to find 
a new leader that can address the 
challenges that we have finan-
cially, but also we need to make 
sure that our campuses that are 
most challenged have opportuni-
ties to grow,” he said.

Updates from the district are 
available at www.austinisd.org/
superintendent-search. 
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Austin ISD Superintendent Meria Carstarphen, seen here at a March 31 board of 
trustees meeting, formally accepted a position with Atlanta Public Schools in April.

Interim superintendent named

Paul Cruz, Austin ISD’s interim 
superintendent, joined AISD in 
2006 and most recently served 
as chief schools officer. 

“In AISD, we can’t miss a beat,” 
he said, noting increasing 
graduation rates will be among 
his top priorities in his new role. 

Cruz has been a teacher, school 
administrator and district 
leader in Austin as well as 

Corpus Christi, Round Rock 
and San Antonio, according 
to AISD. Before joining the 
Texas Education Agency in 
2002, he also served as the 
superintendent of Laredo ISD.

“We have hardworking people, 
and we’ve made great strides in 
improving student performance, 
but we have work to do, and we 
know that,” he said.

“...We’ve made great 
strides in improving 
student performance, 
but we have work to 
do, and we know that.”

—Paul Cruz, interim superintendent

Find related stories at impactnews.com. 
Keyword Search

AISD, Meria Carstarphen
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austincc.edu/summer

Take classes that cost 74% less 

Get the scoop...

than other area colleges.

Start Here. Get There.

Austin Community College
Summer Reg. (HS)
Community Impact
4.9167 x 2.94, cmyk
Runs: April, 2014

Austin chamber releases Education 
Progress Reports for local districts
AISD sees higher graduation rates, new STAAR, HB 5 changes

by Kelli Weldon
Austin ISD graduation rates have 

increased from 74.3 percent in 2008 to 
an all-time high of 82.5 percent in 2012, 
according to the Greater Austin Chamber 
of Commerce’s annual Education Progress 
Report for the school district.

At the progress reports launch April 3, 
AISD Superintendent Meria Carstarphen 
said it is a “troubling” time for the nation 
in terms of public education, and urban 
education is at the forefront of the fight to 
make sure children get what they need. 

“I have been blessed to be able to build a 
great team. … We really came together to 
fight the fight for kids. I’ve been able to hire 
almost half of the principals in AISD now, 
and as a result our performance is really 
reflecting the value system of our school 
board and of Austin,” she said. 

The chamber has partnered with school 
districts and other Central Texas chambers 
for nine years to put together the reports, 
according to Kimberly Reeves, vice presi-
dent of talent alignment with the cham-
ber. This year the reports cover 12 school 
districts in Central Texas. 

AISD’s report includes K–12 student 
performance data from the 2011–12 school 
year as well as 2013 State of Texas Assess-
ments of Academic Readiness, or STAAR, 
results. The school district has seen slight 
year-over-year increases in graduation 
rates, post-secondary enrollment, and 
college and career readiness, but progress 
during the past few years has been rela-
tively flat.

According to the report, 973 more AISD 
seniors graduated ready for college in 2012 
than in 2007. Graduation rates increased 
for economically disadvantaged, African-
American and Hispanic students in 2012.

As school counselors throughout 
Central Texas help students transition to 
new Foundation High School Program 

graduation plans initiated under House 
Bill 5, part of the message the chamber 
wants to convey is what opportunities are 
available for students, Reeves said.

“We are in one of the fastest-growing 
communities in the country with a lot of 
high-demand jobs and a lot of mismatch 
between the jobs that we have and what 
kids think they want to do,” she said.

The report shows computer- and math-
related jobs make up 19 percent of Central 
Texas job openings, while in the regional 
class of 2013, computer jobs make up  
4 percent of student aspirations, and sci-
ence and math careers make up 6 percent.

AISD school board trustee Amber Elenz 
said hearing that local businesses want to 
help connect students with potential career 
paths is encouraging. 

“That is going to be so important as 
we move into the HB 5 new endorsement 
routes,” she said. “It’s critical that [busi-
nesses] are partnering with all the school 
districts.”

AISD’s direct-to-college enrollment 
rate—the percentage of high school stu-
dents who actually enrolled in a university, 
community college or technical school 
immediately after graduating—was 60 
percent for the class of 2012. 

“I think being flat is sobering a little bit 
because you know the work that goes into 
it,” Elenz said. “But yet, when you look at 
the realities of the changing demograph-
ics, really we didn’t stay flat. We took some 
kids who have really, really struggled and 
brought them up. It’s just masked in the 
overall data.”

The report examines test results of fifth- 
and eighth-graders, as those students are 
about to make the transition from elemen-
tary to middle and from middle to high 
school, Reeves explained. Results from the 
report show AISD fifth- and eighth-grad-
ers improved on the STAAR exams, but 

EDUCATION

standards will become even more rigorous 
in 2016, Reeves said. 

AISD Chief Academic Officer Pauline 
Dow said AISD strategies for STAAR 
improvement include professional develop-
ment, holding meetings about instruction 
best practices and using a framework for 
curriculum design intended to help stu-
dents gain a deep conceptual understand-
ing of materials. 

“The office of academics and the assess-
ment department collaboratively create 
benchmarks to measure student mastery 
of the taught curriculum mid-year, in time 
for teachers to analyze the assessment data 
to improve teaching and learning and 
student achievement,” she said.

Overall the reports give business own-
ers, educators, parents and the community 
an overview of what is happening in local 
school districts, Reeves said. 

“Even in the face of budget cuts, [school 
districts] are doing a good job meeting the 
standards,” Reeves said. “Now the stan-
dards are going to change, and they are 
probably going to be even more challeng-
ing. We have to be even more strategic with 
our decisions when it comes to budgets 
and programs and policies.”

The reports can be accessed online at 
www.austinchamber.com/edureports.

Austin students’ results revealed in Education Progress Report
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Each year, the Greater Austin Chamber of 
Commerce partners with school districts and 
other Central Texas chambers to put together its 
Education Progress Reports, according to Kimberly 
Reeves, vice president of talent alignment with the 
chamber. This year the reports cover 12 school 
districts in Central Texas including Austin ISD. 

The reports examine the number of students 
who say they intend to attend college, how 
many students applied for financial aid, and 
the percentage of a school district’s graduating 
class that is deemed college- and career-ready, 
a classification based on state performance 
measures.

Source: Greater Austin Chamber of Commerce, Austin ISD Progress Report 2013

A variety of jobs are available in Central Texas, but they don’t 
always match up with student aspirations. Top 

regional class of 2013 student aspirations included 
health care (19 percent), business  

(13 percent) and engineering  
(11 percent).
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AUSTIN
512.480.0848   3825 Lake Austin Blvd, Ste 501

LAKE TRAVIS
512.263.3282   1005 RR 620 South

moreland.com

®

®

2525 WAYMAKER WAY
5 Bdrm | 5.5 Bath | $2,000,000

Cord Shiflet 512-751-2673

5910 OVERLOOK DR
5 Bdrm | 5 Bath | $1,250,000

Cord Shiflet 512-751-2673

1703 BOULDIN AVE
2 Bdrm | 2 Bath | $775,000

Ellen Sauer 512-992-9900

We sell more than homes, 
we sell land & ranches.

PENDING 1506 FOREST TRAIL
1 Bdrm | 1 Bath | $215,000

Tiffany Peters 512-922-6309

6801SAINTSTEPHENSCOVE.COM

4 Bdrm | 4F+2H Bath | $3,400,000

Eric Moreland 512-924-8442

3601 TEKOA COVE
6 Bdrm | 6.5 Bath | $1,850,000

Cord Shiflet 512-751-2673

2809BONNIEROAD.COM
5 Bdrm | 5F+1H Bath | $1,995,000

Eric Moreland 512-924-8442

5517 OAKWOOD CV #2  
PENDING – NOT IN MLS

Nancy Hardie 512-657-3181

3700 WINDING CREEK DR
5 Bdrm | 5F+3H Bath | $4,695,000

Kemper Richardson 512-673-0292

COMING SOON 1505 PIEDMONT
3 Bdrm | 2 Bath | $350,000

Tiffany Peters 512-922-6309

NEW CONST 1211 ELEANOR ST
3 Bdrm | 2.5 Bath | $345,000

Priscilla Hanson 512-919-6406

2800 WAYMAKER WAY #56
4 Bdrm | 3 Bath | Eanes ISD | $585K

Patrice Duff 512-413-5478

5621 CLARION COVE
5 Bdrm | 4.5 Bath | Pool

Patrice Duff 512-413-5478

1802 BLUE CREST DR (duplex)
2 BR/1BA each side |  $525,000

Jan Moreland 512-694-0494

710 BERMUDA (LT Waterfront)
4 Bdrm | 3.5 Bath | $1,250,000

Jean Phillips 512-924-0175 

2913 TRAILVIEW MESA CV
SOLD – NOT IN MLS

Nancy Hardie 512-657-3181

3400 HANCOCK DR
Unit A $899k, 3343 sqft | Unit B $929k, 3246 sqft

April Womack 512-970-1031
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MetroRail improvements to set stage 
to add additional commuter rail trips
By Amy Denney

Capital Metro plans to spend a total 
of $27.3 million with the aid of a federal 
grant to add double tracking and other 
improvements needed to lay the founda-
tion for the agency to increase capacity.

Last September the Federal Transit 
Administration awarded the agency an 
$11.3 million Transportation Investment 
Generating Economic Recovery—or 
TIGER—grant to use toward the upgrades 
for commuter rail as well as the freight rail 
that runs on the Red Line tracks.

“We have a lot of capital needs, and 
we’re looking to get any help we can get,” 
said Melvin Clark, Capital Metro’s vice 
president of rail operations. “The TIGER 
grant is just one of the ways.”

Capital Metro will spend $16 million in 
addition to the federal grant. Included in 
the $27.3 million package is $6.2 million 
for double tracking and $2 million to 
modify MetroRail cars so that commuter 
and freight rail can operate at the same 
time, spokesman John Julitz said. The 
agency expects to start construction on 
upgrades in 2015.

Without the upgrades, Capital Metro 
will not be able to increase capacity for its 
commuter rail, which already has packed 
trains during the morning and evening 
peak hours and an average headway—the 
distance between trains—of 34 minutes.

Double tracking, often referred to as 
sidings in the industry, would add a sec-
ond set of tracks at the Lakeline, Howard 
and Crestview stations. The agency would 
also realign the track near the junction at 
East Sixth Street and Northwestern Ave-
nue—called the Austin wye—to reduce 
the angle of the turn, Julitz said.

“Double tracking will provide us with 
the opportunity to run 15-minute head-
ways as well as provide us with service 
recovery options if we have a failure on 
our line,” Clark said, indicating that a 
“failure” could include accidents with 
pedestrians or motor vehicles. “… We’re 

not going to be able to see a lot of the pos-
sibilities until we get more rail cars.”

Other upgrades include crossing signal 
improvements to allow trains to run at 
60 mph. Clark said currently trains run 
at a slower speed because of the existing 
crossing signal limits.

With the increased speed and the sid-
ings, Julitz said Capital Metro might be 
able to add an additional trip during the 
morning and afternoon peak hours.

Capital Metro’s commuter rail has 36 
runs on weekdays with 12 runs on Friday 
evenings and 28 runs on Saturdays. Rider-
ship has been increasing since its launch 
in March 2010, mainly because the agency 
added midday runs in 2011 and Friday 
night and Saturday service in 2012.

Clark said the agency cannot run more 
trains right now because it does not have 
enough rail cars and does not want to cut 
the length of trips to run more trains. It 
also cannot run rail on Sundays when 
freight trains use the tracks.

Although Capital Metro owns the 
32 miles of railroad tracks that commuter 
rail uses, between 40,000–50,000 freight 
cars also use the line annually. Clark said 
most of the cargo is aggregate, or rock. 
The proposed siding at the Lakeline sta-
tion would be long enough for a freight 
train to park if needed.

Freight rail typically enters Capital 
Metro’s line from the northwest, as far out 
as Llano, traveling through the Hill Coun-
try before entering the Austin area. Clark 
said some rail exits Capital Metro’s line at 
the McNeil junction near the McNeil post 
office and Howard Lane. Other freight con-
tinues down to the Austin wye junction.

Freight rail cannot run on the tracks 
while MetroRapid is in service but is 
permitted to run on Sundays. Clark said 
Capital Metro could open the window for 
more freight operations with the upgrades.

“We’ll still have some service restric-
tions because freight goes slower than 
[MetroRail],” Clark said.
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Proposed MetroRail upgrades
Capital Metro plans to spend $27.3 million, which 
includes an $11.3 million federal grant, to improve its 32-
mile commuter rail line that runs from Leander to 
downtown Austin. These improvements lay the 
groundwork for the agency to expand commuter rail 
capacity by adding more trips when it purchases new rail 
cars. Construction is slated to begin in 2015 and wrap 
up in 2016. Upgrades include adding double tracking, 
which is a second set of tracks, near three stations and 
realigning a sharp curve in East Austin.
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Leander

MetroRail ridership
MetroRail ridership has been 
steadily increasing since its 
launch in March 2010. To increase 
commuter rail capacity, the 
agency would need to purchase 
more rail cars and make several 
upgrades to the system. Several 
MetroRail cars are at standing-
room-only during peak hours. 
The adjacent charts for the a.m. 
peak hours track the number of 
passengers and where they board 
the trains and where they get off, 
also known as alighting.
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Amendment process for micro-units initiated Council reviews mid-year budget amendments

Post-SXSW evaluation approved by City Council

AUSTIN City Council members will be 
considering code amendments relat-
ing to removing site area and parking 
requirements for micro-unit residences 
after the process was initiated with a 
resolution at the March 27 meeting.

Councilman Chris Riley, who spon-
sored the resolution, said micro-unit 
housing could be a tool in addressing 
the city’s housing needs and affordabil-
ity issues.

“The root of the problem is that we 
have an inadequate housing stock to 
meet the needs of our community, and 
that failure to meet those needs is mani-
festing and creating some real strains in 
our community,” Riley said.

The resolution passed 7-0.
A micro-unit is a housing option 

that is less than 500 square feet in size. 
The resolution is intended to be a way 
to encourage that type of development 
along core transit corridors, future tran-
sit corridors and within transit-oriented 
developments. The minimum site area 
requirement restricts the number of 
dwelling units on a site. 

This type of housing unit could 
appeal to single individuals as well as 
seniors who do not need as much space 

and maybe no longer want to drive, 
Riley said.

Zilker neighborhood resident David 
King spoke at the meeting and raised 
several concerns including the imme-
diacy of the ordinance.

“Why rush this ordinance right now?” 
King asked. “The CodeNext process is 
taking a comprehensive look at zoning 
and housing in all the neighborhoods 
across the city, so why are we crank-
ing up a parallel process right now and 
rushing this through?”

Speakers in favor spoke to the possible 
increase in affordable housing.

The city manager will come back 
to council with the code amendment 
within 120 days.

AUSTIN City Council set stricter guide-
lines for mid-year budget amendments 
at its April 10 meeting. The ordinance 
passed 7-0.

“I just felt this was a way of strengthen-
ing—tightening [the process] up a little 
bit,” Austin Mayor Lee Leffingwell said.

The revised policy limits the scenarios 
for budget amendments outside of the 
budget process. Some of those exceptions 

include when there would be verifiable 
costs or risks from delaying action or 
when funding is required to address 
extraordinary circumstances such as a 
natural disaster.

Councilman Chris Riley said he thinks 
the council needs to have “flexibility to 
make appropriate adjustments” so members 
can make timely and needed amendments 
without battling stringent limitations.

AUSTIN The South By Southwest Music 
and Media Conference is going to get an 
extra look from the city of Austin after 
Austin City Council passed 7-0 a resolu-
tion for a post-event analysis at its March 
27 meeting.

“It was a difficult South By Southwest, 
but it’s not just related to South By South-
west,” said Councilman Mike Martinez, 
the lead sponsor of the resolution. “Austin 
has just truly become an international 
destination for many folks in many differ-
ent times of the year.”

The resolution directs the city man-
ager to conduct an event evaluation 

that includes stakeholder feedback. The 
analysis will cover issues including traffic 
management, safety, event sprawl and 
crowd management.

Adam Savage of the TV series “MythBusters” 
gives a keynote presentation at SXSW Interactive.
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News from Austin and Travis County

Micro-units are housing options that 
are less than 500 square feet in size. 
According to the resolution approved 
by Austin City Council, micro-units may 
be one way to efficiently and cost-
effectively address limited housing 
options in the city. Micro-units may also 
assist in putting affordable residential 
units closer to the city’s core.

What is a micro-unit?
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Austin boards and commissions under discussion

County adopts new model for social services

SMART housing criteria to see further review

Court takes suggestions  
to name new DA office

AUSTIN The Boards and Commissions 
Transition Task Force presented to City 
Council potential recommendations to 
help the city align its existing advisory 
entities with the new 10-1 governance 
system.

Task Force Chairman Victor Marti-
nez said one of the major focuses so far 
for the commission is to “minimize the 
disruption of the work of the current 
boards and commissions while afford-
ing a new mayor and a new council the 
best opportunity to find, interview, 
nominate and train new members of the 

boards and commissions.”
Task force members are considering a 

transition plan of six months, starting in 
January 2015 and ending June 30, 2015. All 
existing boards and commission members 
would continue in their current formation 
during this transition period. The new 
mayor and council would approve and 
train new members during the six-month 
period as well as fill vacancies.

The city of Austin has more than 60 
boards and commissions, and the coun-
cil appoints more than 400 members to 
those entities. 

TRAVIS COUNTY Data shows that 
the number of county residents who live 
outside of Austin has grown, and county 
services have not kept up.

Subsequently, county staff developed a 
Family System of Care model “to address 
complex needs of whole families” to cre-
ate lasting positive change for children, 
according to county documents. 

On April 1 commissioners unani-
mously approved the care model and 

directed staff to solicit bids from vendors 
to implement the plan.

Commissioners have approved allocat-
ing $1 million in the 2014 fiscal year and 
up to $2 million in the 2015 fiscal year 
for new social services investments.

The model would focus on families 
with children in outlying areas of Travis 
County and would address issues such 
as child and youth development, housing 
and behavioral health.

AUSTIN A code amendment process for 
Safe, Mixed-income, Accessible, Reason-
ably-priced and Transit-oriented Hous-
ing, or SMART Housing, regulations 
was initiated after Austin City Council 
approved a resolution at its April 10 
meeting. This type of housing is meant 
to stimulate housing production for low- 
and middle-income residents.

Councilman Bill Spelman said he saw 

Councilman Chris Riley’s resolution as 
a way to look at all the SMART Housing 
regulations that could use improvement 
or fail to achieve council’s goals.

The original resolution focused on the 
transit portion of the SMART Housing 
code. Riley said he thought the issue of 
locating housing near transit was impor-
tant enough for the council to begin the 
code amendment process.

TRAVIS COUNTY Commissioners 
are seeking recommendations for the 
naming of the new district attorney’s 
office at 416 W. 11th St. 

The deadline for written recom-
mendations is May 12. Recommen-
dations should be sent to Roger El 
Khoury, P.O. Box 1748, Austin, TX 
78767. 

Any individuals recommended 
for the office’s name must have made 
a significant contribution to Travis 
County. The court will discuss its 
findings at 9 a.m. May 20. 

Compiled by Peter McCrady and Joseph Olivieri

Austin City Council
Meets most Thursdays at 10 a.m.
Austin City Hall, 301 W. Second St. 
512-974-2210 • www.austintexas.gov/
department/city-council

Travis County 
Commissioners Court
 Meets Tuesdays at 9 a.m.
700 Lavaca St., Austin
www.co.travis.tx.us/commissioners_court

Tweetings
For instant coverage of these 
meetings, follow us on Twitter: 
@impactnews_cta

Tweetings

Meetings

• Diplomate, American Board of Dental Sleep Medicine • General Dentist 
• Adjunct Assistant Professor at Texas A&M School of Medicine

In-network Medical Provider for Cigna, Aetna, Humana, Scott & White, 
Seton Healthcare, United, Medicare and TriCare. Insurance assignments accepted.

• 19 years of clinical experience 
• Treated over 1,500 patients
• Lectures nationally on Dental Sleep Medicine

• Teaches dentists Oral Appliance Therapy
• Only Diplomate of Dental Sleep 

Medicine in Central Texas

Texas Realty

 When the most respected brand in the world, Berkshire Hathaway, puts its name on a real estate sign, that’s a good sign for the  

market and a great sign for you. Prudential Texas Realty is proud to join them as Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Texas Realty.

Find experienced, knowledgeable sales professionals at BHHStxrealty.com. Good to know.™

The market is changing. And so is our name.
 When the most respected brand in the world, Berkshire Hathaway, puts its name on a real estate sign, that’s a good sign for the  

market and a great sign for you. Prudential Texas Realty is proud to join them as Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Texas Realty.

Find experienced, knowledgeable sales professionals at BHHStxrealty.com. Good to know.™

The market is changing. And so is our name.

Texas Realty

© 2013 BHH A�  liates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices brokerage services are o� ered through the network member 
franchisees of BHH A�  liates, LLC. Most franchisees are independently owned and operated. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices 
and the  Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America®, Inc. Prudential 
Real Estate brokerage services are o� ered through the independently owned and operated network of broker member fran-
chisees of BRER A�  liates LLC. Prudential, the Prudential logo and the Rock symbol are registered service marks of Prudential 
Financial, Inc. and its related entities, used under license with no other a�  liation with Prudential. Information not verifi ed or 
guaranteed. If your home is currently listed with a Broker, this is not intended as a solicitation. Equal Housing Opportunity.

3303 Northland Dr. Suite 100
Austin, TX 78731

(512) 483-6000  
www.BHHSTxRealty.com
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03 Craft Beer Scene Tour
The event features three stops that are tentatively 

scheduled as Adelbert’s Brewery, Hops & Grain Brewery and 
Craft Pride. Participants get to see how beer is made at the 
larger brewery stops along with samples. Participants also 
learn about the local craft beer scene as well as beer styles. 
An optional lunch is available at one of the stops. 12:30–5:30 
p.m. $65. Tour group meets at parking lot on the corner of 
Driskill and Red River streets, 600 Driskill St. 281-912-3041. 
www.austinbrewbus.wordpress.com

03 through 04  
36th Spring Pecan Street Festival

More than 275 artisan vendors participate in the biannual 
Austin tradition on Sixth Street. Items for sale include 
paintings, sculpture, woodwork, mixed media, metalwork, 
photography, apparel, leather goods, games, candles, fine art 
and jewelry. More than 60 bands perform at the festival and 
about 30 vendors are available for food. Children’s activities 
include face painting, magic shows and rides. 11 a.m.–10 p.m. 
(Sat.), 11 a.m.–8 p.m. (Sun.). Free. Sixth Street.  
www.oldpecanstreetfestival.com

04 Austin Lemonade Day
Children plan, launch and operate their own 

lemonade stands to help grow entrepreneurship and 
business understanding. Registered children receive a 
backpack along with an Entrepreneur Workbook. For 
children who have previously participated in Lemonade Day, 
the MyBus1ness Entrepreneur Certification Program is open 
to ages 13–19. Various times. Free. Various locations.  
http://austin.lemonadeday.org

26 Eastwood at the Drive-In
The drive-in offers a double feature highlighting 

actor Clint Eastwood. The two films playing are “Dirty Harry” 
and “High Plains Drifter.” “Dirty Harry” is a crime thriller 
about a homicide inspector trying to catch a serial killer. 
“High Plains Drifter” is a Western about a gunfighter hired 
to defend a town against criminals. 8:15 p.m. (“Dirty Harry”) 
10:15 p.m. (“High Plains Drifter”). $5–55. Blue Starlite Mini-
Urban Drive-In, 1901 E. 51st St. www.bluestarlitedrivein.com

26 Eeyore’s Birthday Party
The 51st celebration of the fictional donkey from the 

“Winnie the Pooh” series benefits local charities. The rain date 
is May 3. There is no parking at the park. Shuttle buses pick up 
participants on Colorado Street between 16th and 17th streets. 
11 a.m. Free. Pease Park, 1100 Kingsbury St. 512-448-5160. 
www.eeyores.org

May

01 through 25  
‘As You Like It’ 

The City of Austin, the Austin Parks and Recreation 
Department and the Beverly S. Sheffield Zilker Hillside 
Theatre, in coordination with professional theater group 
Austin Shakespeare, present the Shakespeare comedy 
on Thursdays through Sundays. The production is a 
Renaissance Fair-styled show. Times vary. Free. Beverly S. 
Sheffield Zilker Hillside Theatre in Zilker Park, 2100 Barton  
Springs Road. www.austinshakespeare.org

03 Austin Heart Ball
The event is sponsored by the American Heart 

Association and supports the organization. The ball includes 
dinner, dancing, an auction and other entertainment. In 2013 
the Heart Ball campaign raised about $60 million from events 
throughout the nation. The AHA’s mission is to support 
healthier lives to end heart disease and stroke. 7 p.m. $500. 
Hilton Austin, 500 E. Fourth St. 512-338-2403.  
http://austinheartball.heart.org

April

23 through 26  
Moontower Comedy and Oddity Fest

Presented by the Paramount Theatre, the event is slated 
to bring more than 100 comedians to Austin, including 
Aziz Ansari, Fred Armisen, Maria Bamford, Mike Birbiglia, 
The Kids In The Hall, Demetri Martin and Dennis Miller. 
Times vary. $129 for four-day Fan pass, $299 for four-day 
Ace pass guaranteeing seats at four headliner shows, 
$599 for VIP all-access pass. Locations vary, including the 
Paramount Theatre at 713 Congress Ave. and Speakeasy at 
412 Congress Ave. www.moontowercomedyfestival.com 

through 27   
Founders Day Festival 
The city of Dripping Springs’ largest community 

event includes a parade, music, a carnival, cookoff 
competitions, and arts and crafts. The event celebrates the 
founding of Dripping Springs by the Moss, Wallace and 
Pound families in 1850, according to the city. Proceeds 
support local nonprofits and charities. The parade starts 
Friday at 6 p.m. 6 p.m.–midnight (Fri.), 10 a.m.–midnight 
(Sat.), 10 a.m.–5 p.m. (Sun.) Free. Downtown Dripping 
Springs on Mercer Street. 512-858-4725.  
www.foundersdayfestival.com
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All home matches played at the state-of-the-art, climate-controlled Cedar Park Center

SEASON TICKETS START AT ONLY $98 GROUP DISCOUNTS AND BENEFITS 
AVAILABLE FOR GROUPS OF 15+

2014 MARQUEE PLAYERS: ANDY RODDICK AND MARION BARTOLI
512.508.3069 • www.austinacestennis.comWTT ™
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Showroom Rock Star package and a guitar autographed by 
performers from the All ATX concert. 6–10 p.m. $15. Austin 
City Limits Live, 310 Willie Nelson Blvd. 512-322-5177.  
www.myhaam.org

10 through 11, 17 through 18  
West Austin Studio Tour

The third annual event is self-guided and highlights Austin’s 
creative community. Participants can see working studios, 
learn about artists’ tools and techniques as well as explore 
various galleries and exhibitions. The tour is presented by Big 
Medium, a nonprofit focused on promoting contemporary art. 
11 a.m.–6 p.m. Free. Various locations, boundaries include 
west of I-35, east of MoPac, south of Hwy. 183 and north of 
Hwy. 71. 512-939-6665. www.west.bigmedium.org

16 Bike to Work Day
Participants in the event are encouraged to use 

bicycles instead of cars to commute to work. The event is 
hosted by Bike Austin and the Austin Cycling Association. To 
document their participation, bikers are asked to sign in at 
Fueling Stations, which are listed on the website. Participants 
receive a souvenir canvas bag. Times and locations vary.  
www.biketoworkaustin.org 

16 Women of Distinction Awards
The Texas Association of Mexican American 

Chambers of Commerce hosts its third annual event 
recognizing Hispanic women who are making a difference. 
The awards focus on women whose achievements, capacity 
and acumen make them outstanding in their field. 11 a.m.– 
1 p.m. $60 (individual ticket), $1,500 (table sponsor).  
Four Seasons Hotel, 98 San Jacinto Blvd. 512-444-5727. 
www.tamacc.org/events/women-of-distinction-awards-2014

17 Natural Living Festival 
The inaugural event features plant-based meals in the 

dining hall, live music, health practitioners, vendors, samples 
and demonstrations of various products. Children’s music 
and entertainment are also provided. The focus of the event 
is to support the community through promoting a happy and 
sustainable life. Noon–5 p.m. Free. Casa de Luz, Center for 
Integral Studies, 1701 Toomey Road.  
www.natural-living-festival.com

20 City of Austin Career Expo 2014
The city is hosting a job fair. In 2013, the event 

brought together 98 employers and more than 3,000 job 
seekers. This year’s event is expected to bring more than 
100 employers to the expo. Spanish and sign language 
interpreters are available at the event as well as sighted 
guides. Prices for a business to have a booth at the expo 
range from $125–$3,500. Refreshments are available for 
purchase. Noon–4:30 p.m. Free (job seekers). Palmer Events 
Center, 900 Barton Springs Road. www.austintexas.gov/
node/19928#overlay-context=node/19928

Pachanga Latino Music Festival

The Latin-themed music, culture, arts and 
food event highlights the effect Latino-

created art has had on American culture. According to 
the event’s website, Pachanga means “lively party” in 
Spanish, and event organizers said they intend for the 
event to live up to its name. The festival includes live 
music as well as food and craft vendors.

Musical genres represented at the festival include rock, 
alternative, tejano, mariachi, cumbia, salsa, electronic, 
funk and hip-hop. The 2014 lineup includes Julieta 
Venegas, Gaby Moreno and Del Castillo.

The festival is open to all ages, and the Niños Rock 
Pachanga is a free children’s festival. Niños Rock 
Pachanga is intended to encourage children to learn 
more about Latino arts and culture.

Attendees are allowed to bring one sealed bottle of 
water, but outside food and beverages are prohibited. 
Bike racks are available for those biking to the event, and 
automobile parking is available on the streets around 
Fiesta Gardens. Parking west of the event is encouraged.

Noon (doors open). Free (children younger than 12 with 
purchase of adult ticket), $33 (in advance of event), $75 
(VIP), $99 (family of four). Fiesta Gardens, 2101 Jesse 
Segovia St. http://pachangafest.com

07 8th Annual Distinguished Speaker Benefit 
hosted by Council on At-Risk Youth

The speaker for the event is Piper Kerman, author of “Orange is 
the New Black: My Year in a Women’s Prison.” The benefit also 
includes dinner, music and a silent auction. CARY is a nonprofit 
that seeks to support the needs of at-risk youth. Funds raised 
from the benefit support the PeaceRox program, which focuses 
on youth violence prevention in Austin ISD schools. 6 p.m. $150 
(individual ticket). AT&T Conference Center, 1900 University Ave. 
512-451-4592. www.cary4kids.org

09 Glow Paddle ATX
The inaugural event features stand-up 

paddleboarders, kayakers and canoers traveling upon Lady 
Bird Lake at night decorated with glowing accessories. 
The Flatwater Foundation is the beneficiary of the event. 
Paddlers start at the Southshore SUP dock, travel to the 
Congress Avenue Bridge and return to the starting point. 
6:45–7:45 p.m. (registration), 8–10 p.m. (Glow Paddle 
event). $40 (individual), $55 (individual plus paddleboard 
rental), $150 (individual plus glowing paddleboard rental). 
Southshore SUP dock, 2200 S. Lakeshore Blvd.  
www.stayclassy.com/glowpaddle

09 Seventh Annual Corporate  
Battle of the Bands 

The competition is hosted by the Health Alliance for 
Austin Musicians and is made up of musicians including 
doctors and software engineers from the event’s sponsors. 
Sponsors include Cirrus Logic and HomeAway. The event 
also includes a silent auction with items including a Gibson 
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Find more or submit Central Austin events at  
impactnews.com/cta-calendar.

To have Central Austin events considered for the print 
edition, they must be submitted online by the second 
Wednesday of the month.

Online Calendar
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M. Ali Khan MD

Always see a physician!         Same day & next day services

Non-narcotic treatment options        Board certifi ed in anesthesiology 
           & pain medicine 

TexasPainSpine.com | 512-388-1190

Austin 
801 W. 38th St.

Suite 400 
Austin, TX 78705

Round Rock  
7215 Wyoming Spring

Suite 300A 
Round Rock, TX 78681
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720 Brazos St., Ste. 200
512-705-6208 • www.sparefoot.com

5941 Highland Hills Drive
www.atlaswearables.com
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SpareFoot
Self-storage database 
makes plans to expand 
its Austin headquarters

Atlas Wearables
Startup prepares to enter new technology market

A fter two weeks in an Austin busi-
ness incubator program, Spare-
Foot co-founders Chuck Gordon 

and Mario Feghali already knew they had 
found the home for their new company. 

Since its launch in late 2008, Spare-
Foot has grown to become the world’s 
largest online self-storage marketplace. 
Originally intended to help homeowners 
rent out their unused space for storage, 
SpareFoot evolved in 2009 after storage 
companies started signing up for the site.

“We called [the storage businesses] 
and realized they were just desperate for 
new customers and would lose their sites 
unless they got occupancy up,” Gordon 
said. “We realized that maybe storage sites 
are the real opportunity here.”

T he city’s strong technical talent 
and avid fitness community com-
bined to make Austin the perfect 

home for Atlas Wearables.
Atlas Wearables expands upon the pop-

ular pedometer concept to track workout 
gurus’ every movement. Its new device, 
which is still in its testing phase, makes it 
“silly easy” to record progress from each 
workout or sporting event, said Peter Li, 
Atlas Wearables CEO and co-founder.

“The secret sauce is in the software—
that’s how we analyze data,” Li said. “We 
track more than just steps. Inertia sensors 
track the trajectory of your wrist … and 
through these motions we can track what 
exercises occur—basic or complex.”

The device can even tell the differ-
ence between a person doing regular or 
triangle pushups, he said. Customers can 
gain instant feedback through the device’s 
display screen, Li said. Atlas Wearables 
will also develop a phone application that 
will provide access to additional data.

The company, whose founders were 
2013 graduates of Austin Techstar’s 
accelerator program, is expected to 
enter the retail market by the end of the 
year. A recent crowdfunding campaign 

Connecting people to vacant storage sites 
has helped SpareFoot double its revenue 
annually, he said, enabling the company to 
hire 125 people in downtown Austin.

“By this summer we hope to have 55 
people in the call center, which is up from 
10 at the beginning of the year,” he said. 

New workers will enter a unique office 
atmosphere. SpareFoot recently unveiled its 
2014 company calendar in which employ-
ees recreate scenes from famous movies.

“We got advice from people with great 
culture in their company and cobbled 
together some ideas to create this weird, 
interesting place that SpareFoot is,” Gordon 
said. “Everyone loves to come to work.”

helped Atlas gain $629,019 in investment 
money—well over its $125,000 goal.

While product testing continues, the 
group of young entrepreneurs expects to 
relocate from its house office in the North-
west Hills neighborhood to a more cus-
tomary office space in Northwest Austin.

“We’re growing relatively rapidly,” Li 
said. “We could be out of here by a month 
or two.”

SpareFoot co-founders Mario Feghali (left) and 
Chuck Gordon recreate an iconic scene from the 
movie “Ghost” as part of a company calendar.

Atlas Wearables will debut its exercise wristband 
by the end of the year.
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SPECIALIZING IN INFANTS, CHILDREN, 
TEENS AND PATIENTS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS

State-of-the-art office using the 
latest dental technology

Dental care focused on prevention 
and education

Positive, fun environment for children 
ages 1-18

Dental emergencies seen same day

Building Healthy Smiles for Happy Children

3801 Bee Cave Rd, Suite 120, Austin

512-433-6633
www.jensenpediatricdentistry.com

OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday - Thursday: 8:30 AM - 5 PM,  Friday: 8:30 - 12 PM

Over 10 years experience in Pediatric Dentistry

Dr. Regina Jensen
Diplomate, American Board of 

Pediatric Dentistry

Dr. Jensen is excited to announce the opening of her new practice location in Westlake
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512-565-3362
www.theiconcierge.com
jessica@theiconcierge.com

403 W. Second St.
512-320-0090
www.toyjoy.com
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The iConcierge
Hands-on effort helps 
clients digitize music, 
fully use mobile devices

Toy Joy
Downtown business 
owner acquires another 
iconic Austin operation

A fter digitizing her own music 
collection, it did not take Jessica 
O’Connell long to realize that 

others could use her help with the ardu-
ous task.

“It was my own experience with how 
time-consuming it was that inspired me to 
go look for customers to do this for,” said 
O’Connell, founder of The iConcierge.

The business started in 2008 with the 
original idea of transferring music from 
CDs to a person’s computer. The business 
model grew to include the transfer of 
music to mobile devices—such as iPods 
and iPhones—as they became more 
popular.

The iConcierge offers other services 
that range from tutoring Apple product 
users to media conversion from one for-
mat to another, including LP to CD and 
VHS to DVD.

“My customers tend to be the parents 
of baby boomers who get iPhones and 

B uying Toy Joy was not initially in 
the cards for Fred Schmidt, co-
founder and CEO of Wild About 

Music in downtown Austin.
Schmidt attended the March 31 auction 

of the longtime toy store, which closed in 
mid-March not long after moving from 
Guadalupe Street to Second Street down 
the street from Schmidt’s newest venture, 
Austin Rocks. When a deal emerged that 
was too good to turn down, he and Wild 
About Music co-founder Shelley Meyer 
accepted the challenge to reopen Toy Joy 
on April 12. 

“We’re taking this much-loved Austin 
brand and keeping it alive,” said Schmidt, 
who opened Wild About Music in 1991—
four years after Toy Joy debuted. “This is 
good news because it gives us a chance to 
make it right and make it viable again.”

The acquisition allows Schmidt and 
company to further their mission to diver-
sify downtown Austin’s business offerings 
beyond restaurants and bars.

“Downtown is becoming a more active, 
more vibrant place, but it needs to have 

iPads, and they didn’t spend their life 
on computers,” O’Connell said. “Even 
though they’ve been told over and over 
again how great Apple stuff is and how 
easy it is to work, the computer was not 
a natural thing for them. I’m the gal you 
can ask anything, and I’m not going to 
roll my eyes.”

The iConcierge primarily serves the 
Central Austin area, but clients have also 
extended to different cities and even dif-
ferent states.

“I’ve really become a consultant,” 
O’Connell said. “And that’s the part I love. 
I like it all, but for me, that consulting—
it’s fun.”

more daytime uses,” he said. “That’s where 
we’re filling a niche, and we hope others 
will join us.”

Schmidt and Meyer will also retain 
former Toy Joy owners Trevor Yopp and 
Lizzy Newsome to help manage the store.

“We would be hard-pressed to find 
people more joyed by toys,” Schmidt said.

Schmidt said he takes pride in prevent-
ing another Austin staple from falling 
during the city’s high-growth period.

“Austin was able to avoid losing another 
piece of its authenticity, and that’s why 
people come here—they want to experi-
ence Austin in as unique an Austin form 
as they can.”

Toy Joy reopened April 12 one month after closing.
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In the know
Jessica O’Connell, founder of 
The iConcierge, said she fields 
a wide variety of questions from 
her clients, but there are a few 
queries that continually crop up.

• How do I set up an account so 
I can purchase media from the 
iTunes store?

• How does the camera function 
on my mobile device and what 
features does it have?

• Through the texting function on 
the phone, how do I attach and 
send photos and other media?

Pre-order
your Pie Pop 
bouquet today!

Your Mom deserves Austin’s Original

5035 Burnet Rd. | Austin | 512-916-0184 | tinypies.com
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HILL COUNTRY GALLERIA 512.261.0008

NEW OFFICE LOCATION BARTON CREEK 512.328.0058

 

Congratulations to our toP 10 agents

GaRy & miChelle DolCh, Jonathan CReath, lauRen powell, Diana thomaS, SanDy CaRy, Kim BuRKe,

 maRGaRet paRma, Stephanie niCK, DouG lanD, Dana twomBly

Capital City SotheBy’S inteRnational Realty 

haS a GloBal auDienCe foR the RapiDly evolvinG 

GloBal City of auStin. with oveR 700 offiCeS 

in 52 CountRieS, ouR ReaCh extenDS to BuyeRS 

fRom aRounD the woRlD. ouR Real eState 

pRofeSSionalS utilize innovative teChnoloGieS, 

CompellinG maRKetinG toolS anD offeR white 

Glove SeRviCe to enhanCe the Real eState 

expeRienCe foR ouR ClientS.

CAPITAL CITY  SOTHEBY’S INTERNATIONAL REALTY
Ce l e b r at i n g ba rto n Cr e e k  V i l l ag e gr a n d oP e n i n g
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L ocal digital production company 
Rooster Teeth is continuing to 
take a bite out of the new media 

apple, as the company recently found a 
new location to set up shop.

“The industry has caught up with 
us, and, thankfully, we’ve been at the 
vanguard this whole time,” Rooster Teeth 
CEO Matt Hullum said. “I think staying 
true to our core beliefs and production 
values and being at the right moment in 
history has really let us capitalize [with 
our company].”

Rooster Teeth is a creative production 
studio that creates a variety of shows, 
videos and podcasts before directly 
distributing them to an audience. The 
company started in 2003.

In March, Rooster Teeth announced 
that it will move from its South Austin 
location to Austin Studios at 1901 E. 
51st St. When the company moved into 
the south location, Hullum said Rooster 
Teeth had 15 employees. Three years later 
the company has expanded to include 70 
employees.

“We wanted a place where we could 
be assured that if our growth contin-
ued to be as rapid as it has been that we 
wouldn’t need to move again in a year or 
two,” Hullum said.

Austin Studios has plenty of room for 
the production company, and the space is 
flexible enough to expand as the com-
pany continues to grow, Hullum said. He 
added that Rooster Teeth complements 
the mission of the Austin Film Society, 
which owns Austin Studios, to support 
local creative endeavors while creat-
ing a media nexus to complement what 
Rooster Teeth produces.

“We feel like what we bring to [Austin 
Studios] is the new wave of media with 
digital production and digital distribu-
tion,” Hullum said. “We’re excited to be a 
part of all the creativity going on there.”

Austin Studios is the media production 
complex for AFS, a nonprofit focusing on 
supporting the film and creative media 
community in Austin.

As a digital production company, 
Rooster Teeth has a part in many differ-
ent projects, including videos, animated 
series, podcasts, news and gaming-ori-
ented content such as tips and tricks vid-
eos through the company’s Achievement 
Hunter brand. One of the company’s 
most recognizable products is “Red vs. 
Blue,” a sci-fi comedy series based in the 
world of the video game “Halo.” “RvB” is 
entering its 12th season.

Hullum said the company produces 
content that melds video game culture 
and Internet culture.

“Those are really the two big compo-
nents of Rooster Teeth culture,” Hullum 
said. “We’re really about gaming, and 
we’re really about Internet culture. We 
see an interesting place where those two 
elements meet.”

Looking ahead, Rooster Teeth leaders 
are hoping the new space will allow them 
to produce more podcasts, live-streaming 
and animated shows.

“We work really hard, and we enjoy 
what we do a lot,” Hullum said. “We’ve 
always been up front about saying we’re 
just going to make the kind of content 
that we like, and we hope that other 
people like it and enjoy it with us. But 
we’re not going to go and make some-
thing that’s not us because it seems like 
the thing of the moment.”

‘RWBY’
“RWBY” is an American-style anime show 
produced by Rooster Teeth. The program 
follows the main character, Ruby, as she 
trains to hunt monsters. The series has many 
traditional anime characteristics, but many of 
the themes of the show are taken from Western 
history and folklore, such as Grimm’s Fairy 
Tales, Rooster Teeth CEO Matt Hullum said.

“The anime audience and the gaming 
audience are kind of overlapping,” Hullum 
said. “A lot of guys who are into gaming have 
girlfriends that are into anime. … Even though 
it seems like an out-of-left-field kind of thing, 
[“RWBY”] fits in the nerd culture space.”

Another unique aspect of the show is that it is 
produced with 3D models in a 3D environment 

RTX
Rooster Teeth also hosts its own conference, 
RTX. Hullum said the company started the 
event about four years ago as a community 
event instead of traveling to numerous other 
conventions throughout the nation.

“We thought we should have our own event 
in Austin because we keep traveling to all 
these different cities all around the world,” 
Hullum said. “That’s great, but it’s also kind 
of exhausting. Let’s flip this and get everyone 
to come to us.”

In the first year of the event, organizers 
expected to have a couple hundred people 
register to attend. Hullum said they sold 
600 tickets in almost a minute after tickets 
became available. This year’s event, which 
is July 4–6, is expected to attract 30,000 
participants.

Rooster Teeth
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Rooster Teeth CEO Matt Hullum is moving his business from its South Austin location to a new space at 
Austin Studios, 1901 E. 51st St.
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Rooster Teeth
Digital production studio continues growth

BUSINESS

1901 E. 51st St.
www.roosterteeth.com
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By Peter McCrady

to make the series more dynamic and helps 
create elaborate action scenes, Hullum said.

The first episode of the show premiered in 
July and has finished its first season. The first 
episode of season two will premier at RTX, 
Rooster Teeth’s own convention.

The RTX event includes panels with industry 
experts including those from the Rooster Teeth 
team, various exhibitors and demonstrations of 
new video games.

4211 S. Lamar Blvd. Ste E3 | Austin, TX  78704

$99 

comprehensive eye exam with 

www.freedom-eyecare.com

Connect with us!

Soroush Azadi, O.D.

(512)916.4600

WWW.MAUDIES.COM
MAUDIE’S USES ONLY ALL NATURAL ANGUS BEEF, CHICKEN, PORK AND ORGANIC EGGS.
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Cipollina
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Cipollina General Manager Zach Zellmer (left) and Executive Chef Matthew Grimes stand in 
front of the West Austin bistro, which opened in 1999 as a deli counter. 
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Cipollina
West Austin bistro returns to Italian cuisine roots

A longtime Clarksville eatery returned 
to its Italian roots last fall.

Cipollina, a West Austin bistro 
that opened in 1999, converted from deli 
service to a full-time restaurant four years 
ago, General Manager Zach Zellmer said. The 
first menu consisted mostly of Italian cuisine, 
although the menu broadened over the years 
as different chefs added their own specialties.

Executive Chef Matthew Grimes got his 
start at the restaurant last year after work-
ing for co-owners Ron Weiss, Peggy Weiss 
and Jeffrey Weinberger at Shoreline Grill and 
Jeffrey’s Restaurant. Upon his arrival, Grimes 
repurposed the Cipollina menu to include 
almost exclusively Italian dishes made using 
fresh, locally sourced ingredients. The menu 
debuted last Labor Day weekend to much suc-
cess, Zellmer and Grimes agreed.

“We didn’t have an identity before. Now we 
can say, ‘Yeah, we’re Italian,’” Grimes said. 
“Still, we’re in Texas, and we use a lot of Texas 
ingredients to try to stay as authentic as we can 
to our own locale.”

One menu mainstay, pizza, remains a 
popular choice among patrons. About five 
months ago, Grimes said he revised the 

dough recipe to create a pizza that stays 
fresher longer, making it ideal for Cipollina’s 
many to-go orders.

“The dough holds up a lot better than 
before,” he said.

Most Cipollina customers hail from the 
West Austin area, Zellmer said, whether it is 
the longtime patrons who still remember the 
restaurant’s to-go service or those regulars 
who sit at the wine bar each afternoon.

“We’ve always been a neighborhood spot,” 
Zellmer said. “We’re trying to expand farther 
out while staying a welcoming, warm place 
to be.”

Being in business 15 years, the restaurant 
has watched many competitors emerge in and 
around the area. While not located directly 
downtown, Zellmer and Grimes admit it is 
easy for potential customers to compare the 
restaurant to some of its newer, more cen-
trally located counterparts.

“I think at first we were trying to compete 
with downtown Austin, but recently we’ve 
realized we do much better keeping that 
neighborhood feel,” Grimes said, adding that 
on-site parking helps make Cipollina more 
attractive to potential customers.

DINING

1213 W. Lynn St.
512-477-5211
www.cipollina-austin.com
Mon.–Thu. 11 a.m.–10 p.m., 
Fri.–Sat. 11 a.m.–10:30 p.m., 
Sun. 11 a.m.–9 p.m.

Italiano specialistico
Cipollina unveiled its new Italian menu during Labor Day 
weekend last year. Feedback from longtime patrons and 
newcomers alike has been 99 percent positive, General 
Manager Zach Zellmer said.

Dinner options include:
• Antipasto and Insalata e Zuppe: Appetizers and salads
• Primi and Pizze: Pasta entrees and pizzas
• Secondo and Contorno: Bigger entrees and side dishes

Pancetta affumicata
Carmelized onions, bacon, spinach, 
mozzarella, gorgonzola ($16). Other 
pizzas include margherita, funghi, 
prosciutto, calabrese, salsicca and kale

Caesar salad
Butter leaf, croutons, grana padano 
and anchovy ($6/$10). Other options 
include beet salad, mixed greens, 
caprese and more

Tagiatelle alla carbonara
Pancetta, egg yolk, scallions ($16). 
Other pasta plates include spaghetti 
con polpette, pappardelle alla 
bolognese, ravioli and risotto

By Joe Lanane

*APR=Annual Percentage Rate. Terms and conditions apply.  

Your Home

Apply today and save! 
800.749.9732 ext. 1002 

Home Equity Loans
as low as 

3.25% 
APR*
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AUSTIN ARTS
A look at the creative culture in the heart of Austin

What’s going on

  Music
• April 26. Live listening party for new EPs 

“The Electric Shout” and “Shed Records 
Compilation.” 2–5 p.m. Free. Cherrywood 
Coffeehouse Backyard, 1400 E. 38th 1/2 St. 
www.theelectricshout.com

• May 2. Serenade to Spring concert with 
Waterloo Sound Conspiracy. 7:30 p.m. Free 
(age 18 and younger), $15 (college stu-
dents), $20 (general admission). St. Louis 
King of France Catholic Church,  
7601 Burnet Road. 512-762-2810.  
www.waterloosoundconspiracy.com

• May 9. Circle Takes the Square at Holy 
Mountain. 8 p.m. $10. 617 E. Seventh St.  
http://holymountainaustin.com 

• May 14. Ingrid Michaelson with Sugar + The 
Hi-Lows and Storyman at Stubb’s Bar-B-Q. 
6 p.m. (doors open). $25. 801 Red River St.  
http://stubbsaustin.com

Performance arts
• Ongoing through April 27. “The Gospel at 

Colonus.” Various times. $25–$70. Topfer 
Theatre at ZACH Theatre, 202 S. Lamar 
Blvd. 512-476-0514. www.zachtheatre.org

• Ongoing through April 27. “Company,” a 
musical. Various times. $18–$35. Dougherty 
Arts Center, 1110 Barton Springs Road.  
www.austintheatreproject.org

• Ongoing through April 27. Fusebox Festi-
val. Various times. Free. Various locations. 
512-800-3066. www.fuseboxfestival.com

• May 23. RhinoDino improv theater show. 
10–11 p.m. Free. Salvage Vanguard Theater, 
2803 Manor Road. 
http://salvagevanguard.org 

  Visual arts
• Ongoing through June 1. Two solo shows 

including “Arrival” by designer/illustrator 
Ryan Cooper and “Loss & Gain” by photo-
graphic silkscreen artist Brandon Snow. Vari-
ous times and by appointment. Free. Gallery 
Black Lagoon, 4301A Guadalupe St.  
www.galleryblacklagoon.com

• May 2. grayDUCK Gallery grand reopening 
featuring the work of San Antonio multiple 
media artist Leigh Anne Lester. 6–10 p.m. 
2213 E. Cesar Chavez St. 512-826-5334.  
www.grayduckgallery.com

• May 17. Meet the Artist Reception: painter 
Sebastian Krüger. 7–10 p.m. Free. Art on 5th 
Gallery, 3005 S. Lamar Blvd. 512-481-1111. 
www.arton5th.com

 Literature
• April 24. Poet and biographer Matthew Hollis 

lectures about the friendship between Robert 
Frost and Edward Thomas. 7–8 p.m. Free. 
Harry Ransom Center, 300 W. 21st St.,  
512-471-8944. www.hrc.utexas.edu/events

• May 17. Author Robert Bryce reading and sign-
ing for “Smaller Faster Lighter Denser Cheaper: 
How Innovation Keeps Proving the Catastroph-
ists Wrong.” 5 p.m. Book must be purchased 
at store for signing. Book People, 603 N. Lamar 
Blvd. 512-472-5050. www.bookpeople.com

• May 20. Novelist Stacey D’erasmo speaking 
and signing her novel, “Wonderland.”  
7 p.m. Book must be purchased at store for 
signing. Book People, 603 N. Lamar Blvd. 
512-472-5050. www.bookpeople.com

By Peter McCrady

ZACH Theatre
Nonprofit performance company brings locally 
developed plays specifically adapted for Austin
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Along with professional-level theater, ZACH Theatre also creates custom sets, props and costumes.
Part of ZACH Theatre’s mission is to reach out to 
the community through education programs.

It is the art of theater and com-
munity engagement that takes 
center stage at the nonprofit 

ZACH Theatre.
“While there are theaters like [Bass 

Concert Hall] and [the Long Center for 
the Performing Arts] that present works 
that tour, everything here is homegrown 
to Austin,” said Dave Steakley, producing 
artistic director with ZACH Theatre.

More than 300 local actors perform 
at ZACH each year, and the theater also 
employs many Austin-area residents 
to do behind-the-scenes work such as 
lighting, sound, costume design, and set 
design and construction. Performers also 
are tapped locally to fill the orchestra pit.

The Austin focus does not stop there. 
Steakley said the company looks to tailor 
the plays and performances to best fit the 
Austin audience.

“Our goal when we’re making a play or 
a musical, even if it’s a title we’re familiar 
with, is that we are creating it in a way 
that makes sense for our community,” 
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Lady Bird Lake

W. Riverside Dr.

202 S. Lamar Blvd.
512-476-0541
www.zachtheatre.org
Times vary by performance

Steakley said.
One example of this Austin focus was 

the theater’s production of “Jesus Christ 
Superstar” in which the production 
tackled immigration issues by having 
the Jesus Christ character be Mexican 
and setting the play along the border 
between Mexico and Texas.

“When we’re telling our stories … 
we’re trying to be creative artists,” Steak-
ley said. “We don’t like to copy the work 
of other people. We want to make sure 
it’s about our creativity, and that’s a very 
Austin quality.”

Theater is “vibrant” in the city, Steak-
ley said, and what makes Austin unique 
from other cities is how the theater 
community deviates from producing 
traditional works with storylines that 
progress in a linear fashion.

“In Austin it’s just the opposite of that,” 
Steakley said. “There are a number of 
companies who are working in experi-
mental ways with the form of theater 
[such as] telling stories in a non-linear 
way; sometimes it doesn’t involve words.”

Theatre of the mind
Education is another aspect that takes 
center stage at ZACH Theatre.

“We are cultivating the next generation of 
theatergoers and [thespians],” ZACH Theatre 
Education Director Nat Miller said. “If we 
don’t help them fall in love with this art form, 
especially as technology advances, we run 
the risk of theater dying.”

The theater offers acting programs for 
various ages including creative drama, 
theater skills and a preprofessional company 
as well as instructional aid in schools to 
help teachers use drama strategies in the 
classroom.

“The arts are the first things to be cut in 
schools, and it’s our responsibility as a 
major arts organization in Austin to help 
supplement arts education in schools 
through core curriculum because they’re not 
going to give us an hour just to teach drama 
for drama’s sake,” Miller said.

ZACH Theatre also promotes theater by 
bringing students to shows. Miller said 
38,000 students bused in to see a play at 
the theater during the school day that is also 
tied to curriculum.

Behind the scenes: production
A play or musical is made up of more than 
just actors and the performance. Aspects 
including sets, costumes, props and lighting 
design are artistic feats in their own right that 
help create a memorable performance, ZACH 
Theatre Production Director Paul Flint said.

“The difference between ZACH being a 
producing company and a lot of the other 
companies in town that are presenting 
companies is that everything here starts with 
an idea,” Flint said.

The production process starts with an initial 
concept meeting in which the vision for the 
show is laid out, Flint said. The scenery, 
costume and prop designers research and 
come back with ideas, and that is what starts 
to form what the stage will look like.

For “The Gospel at Colonus,” the production 

process took about 22 weeks from the initial 
idea to being performance-ready. The stage 
design includes limestone formations, a 
revival tent and a water spring as well as 
costume design and creation done in-house, 
Flint said.

Like anything with ZACH Theatre, Flint 
said it is a team effort to come up with and 
finalize all the aspects that culminate in a 
performance.

“I have a team of 14 people, and we all 
get together and collaborate on the best 
solution,” Flint said. “Sometimes the best 
scenic solution comes from our costume 
shop manager. We very much invite and 
expect that kind of conversation and 
collaboration.”

“The Gospel at Colonus” runs April 2–27.

The theater, originally founded in 1933 
as the Austin Civic Theatre, is now the 
oldest continuously operating theater in 
Texas. The organization was renamed 
in 1968 to the Zachary Scott Theatre to 
honor the film actor and Austin native. 

The ZACH Theatre includes three dif-
ferent performance venues: the Whisen-
hunt Stage, the Kleberg Stage and the 
most recent addition, the Topfer Theatre. 
The venues vary in design to best fit the 
selected performance, Steakley said.
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“HANDS ON”
Independent Bank employees

 with Habitat for Humanity

Independent Bank employees volunteered over 7,000 hours of 
community service last year. The bank matched these hours by 

donating to the organizations employees volunteered for through 
the “IB Gives Back” program.

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

Austin
1011 West 40th Street, Suite 300
512.652.0404



Meet the professional foodie, a jack-of-all-
trades who helps keep local grocery stores 
on the cutting edge of food trends.

Foodies stay up to date by going to farmers 
markets, talking with suppliers and even 
traveling abroad to find the latest and 
greatest foods.

There is no one path to become a 
professional foodie. They include self-taught 
chefs and former grocery store cashiers.

Each admits to being obsessed with food, 
flavors and ingredients and sharing that 
knowledge with the public.

H-E-B foodie Chris Bartella said Austin has 
a savvy customer base. Some shoppers 
entertain guests in their homes and serve 

elaborate European-style meals, he said. 

“We have some folks come in and just ask 
us, ‘I don’t know what to make for dinner 
tonight. What’s interesting?’” Central Market 
Selling Manager Kellie Nutt-Robinson said. 

Many foodies roam our local grocery stores 
offering advice and helping customers find 
what they need. They often recommend 
or develop recipes and may be involved in 
event planning or catering. 

Community Impact Newspaper reached 
out to some major grocery stores in the 
Southwest Austin area to ask about the 
foodies and the roles they play.

For more information on the foodies, 
visit impactnews.com.

What have you been working on 
recently?
I just got back from Italy. H-E-B had sent 25 employees over 
there. We met with vendors and the principals (at the food 
companies.) It was a weeklong trip. It was an opportunity to 

enhance my foodie training and deepen my background knowledge 
of the topic. 

Can you give an example of how you 
help customers?
We had a customer who was into making all of her ingredients 
from scratch. She was looking for [ingredients for] a pesto, 
and I helped her find them. I also showed her our truffle 

pesto. She was blown away. Folks respond to quality products.  We 
have our Primo Picks—these are items we have identified as high 
quality products that we want to let the customer know about. 

What are some foods that are 
popular/trendy right now?

Gluten-free is still around. Interest in adhering to a 
raw food lifestyle isn’t quite what it used to be, though 
consumers are integrating elements of the raw food diet 

into what has evolved into more of an emphasis on plant-based, 
whole-food eating. 
[The] paleo [diet] has been pretty hot for the past year, and we’re 
seeing very strong and increasing demand for grass-fed dairy and 
meat items. 
Fresh refrigerated ‘functional’ juices, especially those consisting 
[of] blends of greens, are very popular. 
Kale is continuing to spread through the store, showing up in 
completely new categories. 
Ancient grains—farro, einkorn, teff and,  of course, quinoa—are 
popping up in more formats.  

Can you give an example of the 
foodies’ influence on the store?

We offer in-house coffee roasting. It’s artisan. We spent 
years building that up, even going all over the world to find 
the coffee. We cup the beans (a tasting and testing process) 

and roast them, and they are sold with love. And because of (our 
purchasing power), we are able to offer them at a lower price that 
the consumer can afford.

What does it take to become a foodie?

We wear green aprons with green stripes. Employees who 
wear the black aprons are tasting specialists. It can take six 
months to become a foodie and “earn your stripes,” but it 

could also easily take years. Central Market does extensive training 
and tests. You also need to be good at engaging the customer while 
preparing food, like you are on a cooking show.

Tell us about a food discovery of yours.

We just [stocked] a hot sauce called Yellowbird Sauce. It’s 
Austin-based—the company is small but growing. ... You 
can put the sauce on anything—even sushi.

They partnered with Red Rabbit [Cooperative] Bakery to put out a 
limited edition pineapple habañero glazed vegan donut. [It] blew my 
mind!

What else is on the horizon?

I was just at Aqua Dulce out in Southeast Austin. They’re 
doing aquaponics (using the nutrient byproducts of fish 
farming to grow other foods.) It is different from hydroponics 

(growing plants in water.) I got to check out their farm and what 
they are trying to do. It’s all about sustainable practices. 

Lynda Berrios

Whole Foods Market
Texas local forager
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H-E-B
Foodie

Nina Norton

Wheatsville Food Co-op

Category management 
coordinator
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Selling manager
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314 Old Highway 183   |   Cedar Park, TX 78613
512.331.7503   |   Plushhomefabric.com

Your Austin area source for fabulous fabrics and trims, custom window treatments, upholstery, and custom bedding.
Earth

Day

Celebrate

by shopping at or 
donating to the ReStore

RE-STORE.COM  |  310 COMAL ST  |  512.478.2165

PRESENT THIS AD FOR 

COUPON CODE: SOUTH

10% off 
purchases $100 or below

20% off 
purchases over $100

Mon–Sat 9am–7pm, Sun 9am–6pm
New and gently used home improvement materials

• doors  & cabinets
• � ooring
• windows
• lighting
• plumbing
• � xtures & furniture.

• Serving Austin for 20 years and open to the public
• Diverting more than 1.5 million pounds of waste from Austin land� lls every year
• Pro� ts help build 7 homes a year
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“We don’t want to think too small around 
here,” Leffingwell said. “Should an NFL fran-
chise become available, Austin is big enough 
to handle that.”

Pro sports goals
The NFL is not coming to Austin any 

time soon, said Matthew Payne, Austin 
Sports Commission executive director, but 
pro soccer could.

“I don’t think we necessarily have to have 
one of the top four major league pro teams 
to put us on the map—we’re already on the 
map,” said Payne, who leads the city’s sports 
marketing efforts. “I just have a feeling an 
MLS franchise could do really well here.”

Austin City Council on March 6 approved 
a resolution in support of starting an Austin-
based MLS team. The Aztex organization is 
working on upgrading leagues as early as 
2015, team spokesman Jeffrey Burns said. 
Team officials are considering a move, he 
said, from the Premier Development League 
to the United Soccer Leagues Pro Division—
one tier above the team’s current amateur 
league and two tiers below MLS.

“We’re going to continue growing that fan 
base organically,” Burns said. Aztex atten-
dance nearly doubled from 2012 to last year, 
he said, when the team won its league title. 

Burns said the team must work its way up 
the pro tiers, and the city must host an inter-
national match before MLS will seriously 

consider expanding to Austin. 
MLS spokesman Dan Courtemanche said 

multiple cities are in consideration for three 
league expansion opportunities, including 
Austin and San Antonio, which already has a 
second-tier pro team and a stadium capable 
of expanding to MLS standards. San Anto-
nio may not represent direct competition to 
Austin’s pursuit of an MLS team, said Cour-
temanche, who cited many soccer rivalries 
that stemmed from close geographic ties.

The University of Texas also does not 
deter MLS from establishing in Austin, 
he said, pointing to the success of the  
Columbus Crew. 

“Last I checked, there is a pretty powerful 
university named The Ohio State University 
in that market,” he said. “I think that stands 
for itself that we’re certainly open to having 
teams in markets where there are large aca-
demic institutions.”

Perhaps more of a deterrent may be the soc-
cer league’s desire to have a centrally located 
stadium in new markets. The current Aztex 
home, Austin ISD’s House Park, does not 
meet MLS stadium size requirements. AISD 
officials said the school district has not been 
contacted about upgrading the public facility. 

Eric DeJernett, a commercial real estate 
broker at CBRE Group Inc.’s Austin office, 
said there are no vacant sites for sale big 
enough to meet MLS new stadium standards 
near downtown, where land is 10 times more 
expensive than the city’s outskirts.

“Any tract of land that big in the cen-
tral core I think would be prohibitively 

expensive and there would be other priority 
uses for it,” said Leffingwell, who also sug-
gested such a downtown venue would only 
exacerbate congestion. “It’s something to try 
to avoid, if we could.”

Leffingwell instead recommended a South 
Austin or suburban location for a possible 
pro sports venue. On the other end of the 
metro area, the success of the Round Rock 
Express has prompted the Austin suburb to 
show interest in hosting an MLB franchise. 
Reid Ryan, Express co-founder and current 
Houston Astros president of business opera-
tions, said the Austin area is more likely to 
obtain an existing franchise rather than a 
new expansion team.

“You have to have a viable plan in place 
because when these things do happen, it is 
normally the team and the city that are most 

prepared and ready to go that end up getting 
it,” said Ryan, whose father is Baseball Hall 
of Fame pitcher Nolan Ryan.

The Ryan family would be the likeliest 
group to gain MLB’s attention, Payne said. 
Still, a sport such as PGA Tour pro golf is 
more likely in the short term to establish in 
Austin, he said.

Leffingwell visited with PGA officials in 
late March during a tour stop in San Antonio 
to discuss such a possibility. The mayor sug-
gested developing a PGA-quality golf course 
on city-owned land in East Austin by Decker 
Lake near the Travis County Expo Center.

“It’d be an amenity not only for PGA golf 
but for other uses as well,” Leffingwell said, 
recommending a public-private partnership 
be put into place. “It’s just something we’re 
taking a closer look at right now.”

Sports
Continued from | 1

Source: Austin Aztex

TIER 4 
Premier Development League  
Ex. Austin Aztex since 2012

TIER 3 
United Soccer Leagues Pro Division  

Ex. Oklahoma City Energy FC

TIER 2 
North American Soccer League  

Ex. San Antonio Scorpions

TIER 1 
Major League Soccer  

Ex. Houston Dynamo, FC Dallas

U.S. Soccer Pyramid 
Similar to baseball, American pro 
soccer has its own league hierarchy 
for developing talent. Here’s the path 
the Austin Aztex seek to becoming a 
Major League Soccer Franchise:



Central Austin Edition • April 2014 31

Building Austin’s sports brand
Hosting F1 has helped make the city one 

of the hottest and most unique sports desti-
nations in the nation, Payne said.

“COTA was a real game-changer for Aus-
tin, in our eyes,” he said. “They came right 
out of the gate with one of the largest sport-
ing events in the world, and now they get a 
chance to start filling up the calendar.”

X Games comes to the racetrack after a 
well-organized plea from city and COTA 
officials. After 11 years in Los Angeles, 
ESPN picked Austin over finalists Chicago, 
Detroit and Charlotte, N.C.

“They put a lot of trust and confidence 
into our city to host that event, and the team 
at COTA pulled that off,” Payne said.

Once a field three years ago, COTA has 
quickly transformed into a venue that hosts 
more than 200 events per year, said Jason 
Dial, who took over as CEO of the racetrack 
in October. Sports Business Journal this year 
nominated COTA as the “Pro Sports Facility 
of the Year,” joining New York City’s Madi-
son Square Garden, among other nominees.

While F1 attracts an international audi-
ence—last year’s event drew visitors from 
more than 40 nations, X Games will be a  
more regional and national draw, Dial said.

“X Games fit very well with the things Aus-
tin stands for,” he said. “It’s got great appeal.”

The X Games continue a trend of nontra-
ditional sports in Austin, said Lara Bell, a.k.a. 
Lucille Brawl of the Texas Rollergirls organi-
zation. Roller derby has evolved drastically as 
a sport since Bell started 12 years ago, she said.

“We were like the punk rock band that 
didn’t want to sell out,” she said.

Fortunately for the organization, the 
move to downtown has paid off, making the 
Rollergirls and Aztex the only non-college 
sports teams to compete in Central Austin. 

“In some ways, we’re breaking the mold,” 
Bell said. “Other sports are going to the sub-
urbs. We didn’t want to go to the suburbs. 
We wanted to be where the action is.”

The Austin Aces considered other loca-
tions before committing to the 5,500-seat 
Cedar Park Center—one of the largest ven-
ues in the Mylan World Team Tennis League, 
Aces General Manager Kerry Schneider said. 

“We were looking at places we would 
consider more Central Austin,” she said. 
“That facility from a tennis perspective 
right now doesn’t exist for our particular 
brand of tennis.”

Instead, the Aces will be among three of 
seven league teams to play indoor. Austin 
native Andy Roddick will lead the expan-
sion franchise after helping to draw the team 
here from Orange County, Calif. 

“Andy is a hometown hero,” Schnei-
der said. “We’re really hoping people 
that just might want to support [Rod-
dick] will come as well and end up 
really liking what they see on the court.” 
Additional reporting by JP Eichmiller
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Major League Soccer has 
expressed interest in expanding 
to cities that can accommodate 
a downtown-based stadium. 
However, all the newest sports 
venues in the Austin area have 
been built on the outskirts of the 
metropolitan area. Austin is among 
multiple cities under consideration 
to get an MLS franchise, while 
Mayor Lee Leffingwell said 
the Austin area should also be 
considered ideal for hosting the 
PGA Tour, National Football League 
and Major League Baseball.

What professional sport is most likely to expand or 
relocate to Austin first?

Take the poll online at impactnews.com/cta-poll

OUT OF BOUNDS
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March 20 when City Council agreed to 
increase the city’s homestead exemption.

“In the end I think everyone could agree 
that our seniors and the disabled need and 
deserve some tax relief when we can pro-
vide it,” Councilman Mike Martinez said.

Councilman Bill Spelman voted against 
the measure, making the tally 6-1. City 
Council increased the exemption for those 
who qualify as 65 years of age or older and 
those who are disabled from $51,000 to 
$70,000. The increase matches Travis Coun-
ty’s exemption for the same demographic.

The exemption lowers the taxable value 
of a qualified property, which in turn low-
ers the amount of property taxes to be paid.

According to numbers presented by Ed 
Van Eenoo, deputy chief financial officer 
for the city of Austin, the increase in the 
exemption will lead to about $3.2 million 
in lost revenue in fiscal year 2015. The 
additional exemption also will save quali-
fied individuals an average of $95.51 per 
year and raises the taxes on the owner of 
a median-valued home by $6.79 per year.

Martinez said he believes the council can 
make up the deficit through the yearly bud-
get process.

“I think that’s the kind of hard work that 
needs to be put into every single budget, 
and I think that’s what you’ll see so that  
$3 million won’t necessarily manifest itself 
in a tax increase on others,” Martinez said. 

Other taxing jurisdictions in the area, 
including Travis County, Austin ISD and 
Austin Community College, also have 
senior and disabled exemptions that can be 
assessed on an individual’s property value.

Marya Crigler, chief appraiser with the 
Travis Central Appraisal District, said for an 
individual to apply for a 65 and older or dis-
abled homestead exemption, he or she must 
fill out and submit an application along 
with a copy of his or her driver’s license to 
the Appraisal District. The address on the 
driver’s license must match the property 
for which they are seeking the exemption. 
Applications are available on the Appraisal 
District’s website at www.traviscad.org.

“This council clearly sees that there are 
folks in our community who are needing 

some assistance in terms of tax relief and 
that we’re willing to tighten our belts and 
get to work on the budget and figure out 
how to do that,” Martinez said.

Other areas of assistance
Martinez said raising the tax exemp-

tion for that particular demographic was 
not an easy decision, and many on City 
Council wondered about other ways to 
assist the elderly and disabled as the need 
becomes greater.

The Mayor’s Task Force on Aging high-
lighted a list of recommendations to help 
the community and city officials address 
the needs of a growing elderly population. 
Some of the recommendations include age-
inclusive policies and a focus on affordable 
housing, healthy living and home-based 
supportive services.

Jennifer Scott, director of the Area 
Agency on Aging of the Capital Area, 
served on Mayor Lee Leffingwell’s Task 
Force on Aging. The expected growth rate 
of the 60-and-older demographic in the 
10-county Capital Area Council of Gov-
ernments service area—including Bas-
trop, Blanco, Burnet, Caldwell, Fayette, 
Hays, Travis and Williamson counties—is  
96.6 percent between 2015 and 2030. In 
the capital region, the over 60 population is 
expected to more than double from about 
243,000 in 2010 to about 634,000 in 2030.

“Austin is really considered a young city, 
and it’s not totally prepared for the aging 
demographic,” Scott said.

Raising more awareness about issues fac-
ing the growing elderly population is key to 
tackling the situation, Scott said.

“I think it’s [important to have] an edu-
cation for both the general public as well as 
our advocates that advocate for senior-care 
issues in order to help drive city policy and 
county policy,” Scott said. “[It is important] 
to bring a greater awareness of the long-
term issues related to the aging population.”

Scott also noted the need for more profes-
sional and family caregivers as another con-
cern as the elderly population increases. 

Another organization that is aimed at 
serving those in need, including the dis-
abled and elderly, is Meals on Wheels and 
More. Charles Cloutman, MOWAM vice 
president of home repair, said an area in 

Homestead
Continued from | 1

which those on fixed incomes can use 
assistance is home repair. He said it can be 
much cheaper to help the elderly stay in 
their homes rather than move them into 
some type of assisted-living situation.

“That’s one of the reasons we’ve justi-
fied spending money on home repair is 
to keep them in their homes,” Cloutman 
said. “It’s really a inexpensive fix to keep 
their houses from killing them and make 
their houses accessible.”

From a 2009 survey, Cloutman said 
there were about 20,000 low-income 
homeowners in the city of Austin that 
need home repair. Among MOWAM’s cli-
entele, Cloutman said there are more than 

1,300 needing home repairs.
MOWAM is a nonprofit that supports 

several programs, including home repairs, 
delivering meals, grocery shopping, pet 
care and congregate meals.

“We really try to bring everything to bear 
to help someone out,” Cloutman said.

Some other local organizations with an 
aim of assisting the elderly and those in 
need include Family Elder Care, Hand of 
Austin, Austin Groups for the Elderly—or 
AGE of Central Texas, Capital City Village 
and The Home Option.

   Tell us what  
     you think. Comment at impactnews.com

Other taxing jurisdictions’ 
exemption policies for 65 

and older or disabled

Austin’s population by age

According to a  
2012 ACS profile report 

Source: ACS, city of Austin
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Travis County: 
$70,000

Austin ISD: 
• Over 65—a combined 

$35,000 from state 
requirements and additional 
exemptions 

• Disabled—a combined 
$25,000 from state 
requirements and additional 
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Austin Community College: 
$115,000

Travis County Healthcare 
District: $70,000
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According to 2010 census data, 
Austin has a total of 354,241 housing 
units with about 147,000 listed as 
owner-occupied housing units and 
178,000 as renter-occupied housing units.

Congress avenue 

kayaks
Congress avenue 

kayaks
Your Downtown Kayaking 

and sup Headquarters
••• Come Join Us! •••

74 Trinity Street Austin, TX 78701
512.809.8916 • CongressKayaks.com

What we offer:
Rentals by the Hour or Half-Day

Lessons | Bat Tours
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Texas 
Community 
Colleges

Fall 2013 
Enrollment
(year over 

year)

Fall 2013 
Tuition/Fees 
(in-district/ 

out-of-district)

FY2014  
Tax Rate

Alamo -0.1% $72/$188 $0.14915

Austin -2.7% $83/$260 $0.0949

Dallas -2% $52/$97 $0.1247

Houston -2.9% $68/$140 $0.097173

Lone Star 9.9% $71/$141 $0.116

Tarrant 2.4% $55/$86 $0.1495

The college particularly benefited from a 
national trend of students who returned to 
school or enrolled during the recent reces-
sion, he said.

“That wasn’t a sustainable growth rate,” 
Vickers said.

Sure enough, enrollment has dropped 3.9 
percent from fall 2012 to fall 2013 and 3.4 
percent from spring 2013 to this semester. 
The recent decline has not deterred Vickers 
and other college officials who are making 
long-term plans in anticipation of the next 
enrollment spike.

“We don’t know when we’re going to 
start growing again, but we do know Aus-
tin is growing—and growing quite well—
which means a pipeline for the future 
students of this community college is 
building,” Vickers said.

Future investment
Work is well underway on the first phase 

of ACC’s Highland Mall renovation project, 
which is expected to be complete this fall. 
The college could seek voter approval for 
bond money to pay for the next phase of 
the project, a $152.8 million renovation that 
would convert roughly 400,000–500,000 
square feet of the mall into the ACC High-
land Campus, Vickers said.

“The bond, whatever amount it may be, is 
critical to the college in order to reposition 
ourselves for the coming decades to serve 
this growing community,” he said.

The proposed $500 million bond, which 
could go before ACC district voters in 
November—pending board approval—
would also invest more money at new cam-
puses in Elgin and Hays County. Both facili-
ties opened this school year to bring the total 
number of ACC campuses to 11—including 
Highland. If approved as recommended, the 
bond could also allocate $70 million toward 
the first phase of a 12th campus in Leander, 
where ACC already owns property near the 
Capital Metro train station.

Efforts to expand ACC’s footprint have 
drawn concerns from some ACC staffers. 
Full-Time Faculty Senate representatives on 
the bond advisory committee voted against 
the committee’s overall recommendation.

“At this time, we’re not in favor 
of building more campuses and 
acquiring new land,” said Terry 
Thomas, Full-Time Faculty Senate 
president. “We want to be cautious 
and take care of the campuses we 
have already.”

Thomas in January asked board 
members if ACC is on the path 
toward becoming “the 7-Eleven of 
community colleges—a campus on 
every neighborhood corner.” She 
cautions that if ACC continues to 
allocate resources too broadly, stu-
dent success will eventually suffer.

“What is the point of diminish-
ing return?” she said. “We’re look-
ing at that right now.”

ACC’s geographically dispersed 
service area requires the college to 
have multiple campuses to effectively serve 
all communities, Vickers said. The challenge 
is ensuring the college’s resources are pro-
portionally dispersed among the 11 cam-
puses, he said.

“Clearly we’re not trying to rein in—
though it’s a balance,” Vickers said. “I think 
that’s why, relatively speaking, it might look 
like we’re spread thin. There’s always chal-
lenges with growing.”

While no two Texas community col-
lege districts are exactly alike, high-growth 
urban districts in the state have faced more 
challenges in recent years, said Steven John-
son, Texas Association of Community Col-
leges vice president of public affairs. Texas 
community college enrollment is expected 
to double by 2050, he said, making long-
term planning all the more essential.

“I think the concern is, over time as state 
enrollment doubles, will the state [Legisla-
ture] be able to double its appropriation the 
next 20–30 years?” Johnson said.

Funding investment
The state funded more than 60 percent 

of community college operations in the 
mid-1980s, Johnson said. Now state money 
accounts for less than 30 percent, he said. 

As a result, property taxes have been used 
to offset the budget imbalance, Thomas 
said. Austin’s rapid growth has helped ACC 
maintain the lowest taxing rate among Texas 
urban community college districts. On the 

other hand, no other big-city community 
college district in Texas has higher tuition 
rates than ACC, according to TACC data.

ACC officials declared a hiring freeze in 
July 2012. Full-time faculty positions can 
be replaced with proper approval, although 
ACC administrators last November pro-
posed limiting adjunct faculty hours in an 
attempt to avoid paying full-time health 
care costs.

The proposal drew criticism from faculty 
members and board members who debated 
exactly how much health care coverage the 
college should provide adjunct faculty—and 
where that money should come from. 

“I will argue during budget [discussions] 
in support of adjunct,” said Allan Kaplan, a 
20-year ACC board member, during a Janu-
ary board meeting. “It’s not only the politi-
cally correct thing to do, [but] health care is 
the major issue of our time.”

Trustee John-Michael Cortez said in 
March that there is not a huge appetite 
among board members to increase tuition 
rates, and he is opposed to some board 
members’ suggestions that ACC increase 
its tax rate to accommodate potentially 
expanded health care coverage.

Both Cortez and the Full-Time Faculty 
Senate have instead publicly supported hir-
ing more full-time faculty rather than rely-
ing so heavily on adjuncts. There are more 
than double the number of adjunct faculty 
members compared with full-timers—1,340 

to 543—according to fall 2013 figures. Many 
adjuncts also assist in ACC tutoring labs, 
said Richard Cutler, Adjunct Faculty Asso-
ciation president.

“It’s about the money—that’s the way the 
administrators view adjuncts,” he said. “As 
long as there is a greater supply of adjuncts 
than demand for them, the school will get 
the best people they can for the least amount 
of money,” said Cutler, who acknowledged 
that adjunct faculty should do better to 
present a solution rather than simply state 
the problem.

Adjunct faculty are promoted to fill half 
of all full-time vacancies, said Vickers, who 
estimated in January that it would cost up to 
$1.2 million to fund increased adjunct fac-
ulty health care coverage.

“If in fact we’re going to start making con-
tributions to these benefits, we need to have 
a way to be thoughtful about that expense 
so we can plan for it,” Vickers said. “That’s 
where the discussion needs to go—not 
about limiting hours or limiting benefits.”

Vickers said the board would need to 
decide before July’s budget deadline whether 
adjunct faculty should be allowed to cobble 
together part-time hours toward reaching 
full-time status—a practice not allowed at 
many other state community colleges. 

“Any point in the year some [adjunct fac-
ulty member] might hit that threshold, then 
next month I have to start paying for bene-
fits I didn’t have in the budget,” Vickers said.

ACC
Continued from | 1

How does ACC compare with peer schools?

Source: Texas Association of Community Colleges

Year-over-year 
enrollment is down 
at most of the major 
community college 
districts in Texas. 
Austin Community 
College is reviewing 
whether to change 
its tuition rates and 
district tax rate to 
help accommodate 
anticipated growth. 
For now, ACC has 
the lowest tax rate 
among other major 
community colleges 
but the highest 
tuition and fees by 
semester credit hour.
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Featured Neighborhood
Allandale

Market Data provided by 
Jude Galligan

REATX Real Estate
512-236-8838

REAL ESTATE

Homes on the market (As of 4/14/2014)

Featured homes
Build-out year: 1950s

Square footage: 1,303 sq. ft.–4,093 sq. ft.

Average home value: $373,034

HOA dues (estimated): N/A

Nearby attractions: Burnet Road retail and restaurants, 
Alamo Drafthouse Cinema, Shoal Creek Hike & Bike Trail, 
access to MoPac

Property taxes (in dollars):

Austin ISD 1.242000 
City of Austin 0.502700 
Travis County 0.494600 
Travis County Central Health 0.129000 
Austin Community College District 0.094900

Total (per $100 value) 2.463200

Overview

Annual home sales (As of 4/14/2014)

No. of homes for sale 19

No. of homes under contract 49

Average days on the market 42

No. of homes sold 221

Square footage (low/high) 558 sq. ft. / 3,982 sq. ft.

Median selling price $390,000
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ird Lake W. 45th St.

2 Bedroom / 1 Bath 1,303 sq. ft. $398,000
Agent: Mai Haselman  512-994-9033

6000 Shoalwood Ave.

4 Bedroom / 4 Bath 4,093 sq. ft. $1,020,888
Agent: Elizabeth Wiewall  512-484-3393

2605 Pembrook Trail

4 Bedroom / 3 Bath 2,508 sq. ft. $674,900
Agent: Scott Burns  512-270-8007

4619 Rosedale Ave.

3 Bedroom / 2 Bath 2,149 sq. ft. $699,000
Agent: Mary Jane Williams  512-517-9405

2315 Northland Drive
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Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this real estate data, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

PLANNING FOR PREGNANCY 
FREE WORKSHOP

Plan it, Baby!

For more information on St. David’s Medical Center Women’s Services  
please visit: stdavids.com/sdmcob

Wednesday, April 30, 2014 · 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
St. David’s Medical Office Building, Classrooms B,C,D  ·  3000 N. IH 35 

Validated parking in Garage 2 – Accessed from 30th Street

Expert physician speakers on fertility, prenatal exercise and planning for pregnancy
Local baby boutique presenting “must have” prenatal items for moms

Women’s Services area tours offered
Light refreshments will be served

Drawing for a Spa Gift Certificate

Please RSVP to 512.478.3627

Austin Heart Ball

austinheartball.heart.org
For sponsorship and ticket information: Catie Oberg at 512.338.2403 or at catie.oberg@heart.org

May 3, 2014 
Hilton Austin Hotel

Live musical performance by Lyle Lovett & his Acoustic Group

The black tie affair will celebrate the mission 
of the American Heart Association, 

our donors and volunteers, and most importantly, 
the lives being saved and improved because of your efforts. 

Bill & Pat Munday
®

AUSTIN, BOSTON, DALLAS/FT. WORTH, HOUSTON, NEW YORK, PHOENIX, RALEIGH, SAN ANTONIO
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Recent Property Listings
ZIP code Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Price Sq. ft. Agent Agency Phone

78757 Crestview 1905 Piedmont Ave. 3br/2ba $345,000 1,276 Torre Shanks Amelia Bullock Realtors 512-346-9951

78757 Cullen Avenue 2106 Cullen Ave., Unit 207 1br/1ba $104,500 588 Michael Harrell Keller Williams Realty 512-769-8802

78756 North Loop Terrace 5406 Grover Ave. 3br/2ba $600,000 1,612 Cherie Copus Amelia Bullock Realtors 512-203-5887

78731 Highland Park West 5110 Crestway Drive 4br/2ba $830,000 3,157 Rebecca Spratlin Coldwell Banker United Realtor 512-694-2191

78731 Northwest Hills 5804 Lakeview Circle 3br/3ba $599,000 3,042 Janice Hurst Amelia Bullock Realtors 512-507-6988

78723 Mueller 1320 Robert Browning St., Unit 201 1br/1ba $220,000 673 Meta Bates Keller Williams Realty 512-694-9316

78723 Mueller 2049 Zach Scott St. 3br/3ba $449,900 2,020 Kenneth Brodrick Private Label Realty 512-431-4109

78723 Mueller 1916 McCloskey St. 3br/2ba $485,000 2,221 Karen Halsema Keller Williams Realty–RR 512-514-1312

78705 West Campus Cottages 
Condominium 

1110 W. 22nd St., Unit 6 2br/1ba $215,000 812 John Spae Private Label Realty 512-466-1162

78704 Ivy On Kinney Condominium 1115 Kinney Ave., Unit 39 3br/3ba $475,000 1,821 Joyce Stephen Keller Williams–Lake Travis 512-638-6140

78703 Brykerwood 3111 Glenview Ave. 3br/3ba $995,000 2,324 Salma Manzur Realty Austin 512-426-5418

78703 Castle Hill Condominium 1200 Castle Hill St., Unit A 2br/2ba $499,000 1,800 Michael Searls Urbanspace 303-819-7592

78703 Silliman 1106 W. 10th St. 3br/2ba $1,600,000 2,754 Michael Spickes Realty Austin 512-699-0400

78703 Spring Condominium 300 Bowie St., Unit 708 1br/1ba $379,500 698 Tex Meazell Keller Williams Realty 512-785-4834

78702 Foster 2113A Pennsylvania Ave. 4br/3ba $495,000 2,103 Janice Hurst Amelia Bullock Realtors 512-507-6988

78702 Industrial 2408 Santa Maria St. 1br/1ba $170,000 636 Adrienne Newman Keller Williams Realty 512-669-1708

78702 Peck R H 301 Navasota St. 2br/1ba $350,000 728 Linda DelToro J.B. Goodwin Realtors 512-415-3278

78702 Spillar & Greenwood 3201 Kay St. 4br/2ba $399,999 2,014 Beverly Roddy Pacesetter Properties 512-497-9247

78702 T Burns 1801 E. 2nd St., Unit 4 3br/3ba $445,000 1,753 Amy Bernhard Realty Austin 512-534-8847

78702 T Burns 1801 E. 2nd St., Unit 3 3br/3ba $460,000 1,792 Amy Bernhard Realty Austin 512-534-8847

78702 T Burns 1801 E. 2nd St., Unit 7 3br/3ba $460,000 1,753 Amy Bernhard Realty Austin 512-534-8847

78702 T Burns 1801 E. 2nd St., Unit 8 3br/3ba $460,000 1,792 Amy Bernhard Realty Austin 512-534-8847

78702 T Burns 1801 E. 2nd St., Unit 9 3br/3ba $460,000 1,753 Amy Bernhard Realty Austin 512-534-8847

78702 T Burns 1801 E. 2nd St., Unit 5 3br/3ba $475,000 1,803 Amy Bernhard Realty Austin 512-534-8847

78702 T Burns 1801 E. 2nd St., Unit 1 3br/3ba $480,000 1,832 Amy Bernhard Realty Austin 512-534-8847

78702 T Burns 1801 E. 2nd St., Unit 10 3br/3ba $480,000 1,832 Amy Bernhard Realty Austin 512-534-8847

78702 T Burns 1801 E. 2nd St., Unit 6 3br/3ba $480,000 1,803 Amy Bernhard Realty Austin 512-534-8847

ZIP code guide
78701 Downtown
78702 East/Central
78703 West Austin
78704 South/Central
78705 West and North Campus
78722 Cherrywood
78723 East/North
78731 Northwest/Central
78751 Hyde Park
78756 Brentwood 
78757 Burnet Road/Anderson Lane

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX1106 W. 10th St.

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX1801 E. Second St., Unit 7

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX1905 Piedmont Ave.

Market Data provided by 
the Austin Board of Realtors

On the market  (March 2014)
Number of homes for sale/Average days on market

Price Range 78701 78702 78703 78704 78705 78722 78723 78731 78751 78756 78757

$149,999 or less - - - 2/73 5/32 - - 2/22 1/42 2/12 3/88

$150,000–$199,999 1/14 - - 8/68 8/50 - 2/22 - 1/27 - 1/12

$200,000–$299,999 1/69 8/86 1/104 13/34 13/37 1/54 9/61 4/8 3/13 1/33 2/2

$300,000–$399,999 5/61 24/87 3/65 22/36 15/59 2/32 11/37 2/34 5/90 3/70 7/49

$400,000–$499,999 8/68 14/78 2/21 14/54 7/61 2/22 1/3 2/40 4/78 1/217 6/61

$500,000–$599,999 2/9 6/61 3/43 13/43 1/174 - - 8/56 - 1/27 2/37

$600,000–$799,999 1/25 1/6 14/67 11/71 6/40 - - 16/102 3/37 2/0 -

$800,000–$999,999 2/95 1/86 11/53 13/78 3/44 - - 8/74 1/40 - -

$1 million + 10/98 1/18 30/104 4/147 2/41 - - 15/127 1/17 - -

REAL ESTATE

Market Data
Monthly home sales

Number of homes sold/Median price

Month 78701 78702 78703 78704 78705 78722 78723 78731 78751 78756 78757

March 2014 24/$495,962 33/$290,000 30/$652,500 55/$430,000 27/$275,000 5/$347,500 34/$252,450 38/$512,000 14/$403,250 7/$415,000 47/$310,500

March 2013 16/$297,000 28/$251,450 32/$627,500 65/$338,000 37/$217,000 8/$362,750 34/$211,000 41/$470,000 16/$428,750 21/$381,000 37/$259,000

February 2014 23/$359,900 40/$267,500 18/$553,750 18/$553,750 12/$223,000 1/$375,000 43/$237,000 28/$504,500 15/$197,000 9/$505,000 30/$292,750

January 2014 17/$371,350 18/$316,617 20/$475,000 34/$447,250 13/$119,250 2/$342,500 35/$217,000 17/$416,000 12/$341,250 9/$421,000 20/$289,950

December 2013 18/$385,250 16/$305,000 31/$799,900 55/$450,000 8/$305,000 5/$350,000 21/$230,000 35/$479,600 15/$395,227 6/$318,600 36/$347,000

November 2013 18/$386,250 20/$288,500 31/$698,500 47/$384,000 12/$235,000 6/$350,000 20/$225,000 21/$540,000 15/$352,500 8/$290,000 37/$289,000

October 2013 21/$430,000 - 34/$563,725 83/$319,900 - - - 24/$478,750 12/$312,000 12/$384,900 35/$267,000

September 2013 19/$469,000 - 37/$647,525 56/$382,241 - - - 32/$420,000 11/$370,000 15/$405,900 27/$247,000

August 2013 21/$300,000 - 48/$488,275 63/$339,750 - - - 40/$424,600 28/$324,450 23/$408,000 39/$247,000

Residential real estate listings added to the market between 4/12/14 and 4/15/14 were provided by the Austin Board of Realtors, www.abor.com. Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this listing, 
Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.
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Looking for
Coupons?

Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local 
and regional coupons

Just click and print



P
R

S
R

T S
TD

U
S

 P
O

S
TA

G
E

 PA
ID

C
O

M
M

U
N

ITY
 IM

PA
C

T
P

E
R

M
IT N

O
. 411

78626

P
rinted on recycled paper

A higher level of women’s health care

Where hope takes flight

The Seton Breast Care Center was 
created to provide convenient and 
comprehensive care to the women of 
Central Texas. The center includes state-
of-the-art mammography technology, 
one-on-one navigation support, a specialty boutique, 
and much more. Last year more than 250,000 American 
women were diagnosed with breast cancer. Early 
detection helps to ensure the best outcomes for 
treatment and survivorship. 

To schedule a mammogram, or any of the other 
services offered at the Seton Breast Care Center, please 
call 512-324-1025. We’re here to provide the care you 
deserve – one person at a time.

A physician’s order is not required for mammogram screenings. However, we 
will need the name of your physician in order to send your results. If women 
of any age detect a noticeable change in breast tissue at any time, they should 
contact their doctor right away. 

Located inside Seton Medical Center Austin on the first floor of the west wing.
1201 West 38th Street • Austin, Texas 78705 • 512-324-1025

Please visit Seton.net/BreastCareCenter to learn more about the wide variety of services now available to you.
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