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Revisions to city STR laws became official Jan. 1

Short-term rentals challenge 
longtime Austin lodging choice

Officials: Downtown construction 
result of necessary growing pains

Detour ahead

Guadalupe Street is one of the many streets under 
construction in downtown Austin. Officials say road 
construction in the downtown area is the result of 
public works projects and private-sector development.

By Peter McCrady
As Austin continues changing and adapting 

to the influx of people who call the city home, 
downtown road construction has become one 
noticeable cost of that growth.

“To me, [growth] is the big issue in down-
town,” said Rob Spillar, city of Austin trans-

portation director. “That growth is a really 
good problem to have. It is economic 

growth, and all that activity is what’s 
driving the street and transporta-

tion issues.”
As if the cranes working 

amid the city’s skyline were 
not enough of an indicator of 
Austin’s development, Forbes 
Magazine on Feb. 14 ranked 
Austin as the fastest-growing 
city in America.

Austin Public Works Direc-
tor Howard Lazarus said the 

city “has what it has” in terms 
of space for new streets or added 

lanes. Coupled with that limited 
space is Austin’s Great Streets Devel-

opment Program, which provides 
financial assistance to private develop-

ers interested in creating streetscapes that 
go beyond city standards—often narrowing 

roadways as a result. The city’s goal is to help 
bolster all transportation methods to help 
people move through the city, Lazarus said.

By Joe Lanane
Short-term vacation rentals have become Austin’s most popular hotel 

alternative among not only travelers but also would-be bed-and-break-
fast innkeepers.

There are four permitted B&Bs in Austin, according to city records, 
compared with more than 700 permitted short-term rentals, or STRs, 
which the city defines as any residential unit or accessory building leased 
for 30 consecutive days or less. Classified separately from hotels and 
motels, the first set of laws regulating STRs began being enforced in Octo-
ber 2012, and revisions made to the law last fall went into effect Jan. 1. 

“Whether necessary or not, it’s the law,” said Joel Rasmussen, founder of 
Austin Rental Alliance, an STR nonprofit owners association. “We fought a 
long battle for two years, and the results, I think, we were very satisfied with.”

“The goal is to improve circulation for all 
modes of transportation and improve the 
experience people have while they’re in 
downtown,” he said.

This is the type of development that city 
officials, stakeholders and the community 
insisted they wanted in the city, said Molly 
Alexander, associate director of the Down-
town Austin Alliance, an organization that 
comprises downtown businesses and prop-
erty owners who aim to promote the value 
and vitality of the area.

“Our city has continuously reinforced this 
aspect that we want to build a more dense, 
urban, sustainable community, and that 
means we’ll have to endure some frustration 
and pains along the way,” Alexander said. 

Alexander said she is pleased with the city’s 
efforts to address infrastructure needs and 
how officials have stepped up to accommo-
date the city’s development.

“It’s remarkable that the city’s made so such 
progress,” she said. “I’ve been here 13 years. I 
think over the last six [years]—since the new 
city manager came on board and particularly 
with this wave of development—I have seen 
this real aspect of, ‘If we’re going to rebuild the 
city, we’re going to be committed to do so.’”

This type of commitment is a good thing 
for Austin, Alexander said, and brings with it 
further investment.

“There is an upside, long term, that says if 
the infrastructure is poor, why would I spend 
a lot of money redoing my building or pre-
serving my building?” she said.

In the end, Alexander said, residents 
will be happy with the result of the city’s 
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See Construction | 30

See Rentals | 32

The number of registered Austin bed-and-breakfast choices stands at four, 
according to city permit records, while hundreds of short-term rentals—
documented and undocumented—exist throughout the city. The short-term 
rental market has proven very lucrative for property owners who get 
involved on a part- or full-time basis, especially during Austin’s premiere 
events such as South By Southwest.

$250 per night
 $600–$850 per night  

during peak demand periods 

$139–$179 per night 
$169–$209 per night  
during peak demand periods

Old school versus new school

Adams House  

Bed & Breakfast,  

Hyde Park

AVERAGE 2–3 BEDROOM 
SHORT-TERM RENTAL

Sources: Adams House Bed and Breakfast, HomeAway Inc.
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St. David’s Emergency Network
We’ve Got Austin Covered

StDavidsERnetwork.com

Every year more than a quarter of a million people look to us in times of  
an emergency. We have convenient locations throughout Central Texas.  
Board-certified physicians. Life-saving technology. And a skilled nursing staff. 
St. David’s is Austin’s Emergency Support System.

Scan the code to find a St. David’s 
HealthCare ER close to you.

13-SDM-1497 Central Austin_Leads Ad.indd   1 10/9/13   9:08 AM
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realtyaustin.com  •  512.241.1300

austin’s #1 home search website

connect with us:      fb.com/realtyaustin

Stats based on JANUARY 2013 and 2014 home sales through Austin Board of REALTORS®.

JAN 2014
JAN 2013Average

Sold Price

Homes
Sold

150 200100 250

$354k

213

$372k

229

300k 350k250k 400k

Central Austin Market Update

Lake Travis

2418 RR 620 South, #200
Lakeway, TX 78738

Southwest

4301 W William Cannon Dr, #200 
Austin, TX 78749

6806 Bee Cave Rd, #2b
Austin, TX 78746

WestlakeDowntown   
        1209 W 5th St, #300 
Austin, TX 78703   

Northwest    
        10526 W Parmer Ln, Bldg 4, #425
Austin, TX 78717

HANCOCK
3307 Hampton Rd
2 BD 2 BA +/-1,584 SQ FT
Listed by Michael Said
512.789.6543

RESERVOIR HEIGHTS
912 Romeria Dr # B
3 BD 2.5 BA +/-2,126 SQ FT
Listed by Richard Olesch
512.919.2975

RESERVOIR HEIGHTS
912 Romeria Dr # A
4 BD 2.5 BA +/-2,385 SQ FT
Listed by Richard Olesch
512.919.2975

GILES PLACE
3503 Basford Rd
3 BD 1 BA +/-1,103 SQ FT
Listed by Amber Moran
512.695.2286

CHERRYLAWN
6203 Reicher Dr
4 BD 2.5 BA +/-2,352 SQ FT
Listed by Michelle Hendrix
512.736.1680

UNIVERSITY HILLS
6600 Haney Dr
3 BD 2 BA +/-1,342 SQ FT
Listed by Cristina Valdes
512.789.0309

SOUTHPARK
509 Sacramento
4 BD 1 BA +/-1,766 SQ FT
Listed by The Fred Meyers Group
512.517.2300

OAK LAWN
1613 Meander Dr
3 BD 1 BA +/-1,144 SQ FT
Listed by Talitha Phillips
512.844.3360

HYDE PARK
4303 Ave A.
5 BD 4 BA +/-2,326 SQ FT
Listed by Michael Said
512.789.6543

NORTHWEST HILLS
6404 Cerro Cv
4 BD 3.5 BA +/-3,012 SQ FT
Listed by Jackie Good
512.431.3395

NORTHWEST HILLS
4503 Cat Mountain Dr
5 BD 4.5 BA +/-3,730 SQ FT
Listed by Michele Ray
512.698.4556
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BARTON HEIGHTS
1611 Margaret St
3 BD 2 BA +/-2,263 SQ FT
Listed by Peter van Kooij
512.903.5455
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Realty Austin City Wide Open House
Sunday, March 2, 2014

VIEW OUR OPEN HOUSE MAP AT 
EZ.COM/OPENHOUSE

OPEN HOUSE
MARCH 2014

2
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Crank up the giving.

You look like a philanthropist—perhaps it’s the heart? 
We’re making donating easy for philanthropists like 
you on March 20-21, 2014, Austin’s 24-hour giving 
day. Just go to AmplifyATX.org and choose from 
hundreds of Central Texas nonprofits to give to. With 
your help, we can raise over $4 million, making it a 
rocking good day for your favorite charities. 

#amplifyATX
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FROM THE GENERAL MANAGER
Unless you’ve taken 

up the life of a hermit 
during the past 18 
months, you can’t help 
but notice that Austin is 
under construction.

That may be a gross 
understatement for 
readers who encounter 
major construction 
delays on a daily basis. 
Even if your routine 
doesn’t take you in and 

out of downtown, which is a veritable sea of orange 
cones, detour signs and looming cranes, you have no 
doubt experienced the effect of the renovations.

Burnet Road and “The Drag” have been tempo-
rarily narrowed to one lane at certain sections to 
allow the installation of bigger, much improved bus 
stations. Commuters are also feeling the pinch of 
barricades and reduced speeds with the construction 

of Mopac’s new managed toll lane.
Navigating the Central Austin streets these days 

can be difficult even without encountering delays or 
inconvenience, yet when you speak with city leaders 
in charge of these projects and businesses surrounded 
by the disruption, as Reporter Peter McCrady did for 
his front-page story, “Detour ahead,” you hear mostly 
excitement and optimism. They make you wonder 
how they maintain such a positive outlook given they, 
too, must experience the same delays and congestion-
induced frustration.

But I guess it’s just a matter of focus. These leaders, 
rightly so, are looking beyond their bumpers. They 
are focused on the implementation of long-range 
plans, and they are willing to accept short-term pain 
for long-term gain. 

Pamela Power
GENERAL MANAGER

ppower@impactnews.com

COMMUNITY FEEDBACK
TAKE THE POLL

READER COMMENT

LAST MONTH’S POLL RESULTS

Do you support a $19 million proposal to 
make downtown East Sixth Street into a 
festival street?

  Yes, as long as changes make the area safer

  Yes, as long as changes encourage more daytime 
businesses to open

  No, Sixth Street should remain as is

  No, more changes are needed than what has been 
proposed

  Take the poll online at impactnews.com/cta-poll.

Look for the results right here in next month’s print edition of 
Community Impact Newspaper.

What is the most beneficial change 
anticipated once Austin City Council 
converts to district representation?

  50%                                                  Equal representation across  
    city limits

  19%                Other 

                  12.5%   Easier access to city leadership

              9.38%   Formation of neighborhood alliances

              9.38%   Increase in voting council members

Results from an unscientific Web survey collected 1/24/14–2/19/14

City officials are proposing $19 million in upgrades to East Sixth 
Street in downtown Austin. Learn more about the proposal in 
this issue’s front-page story about downtown construction and 
transportation initiatives.

In response to Feb. 9 Web story  
“Little Woodrow’s on Burnet Road granted city approval”

Parking pressure is dumb
“Isn’t the point of locating on Burnet Road to be accessible to 
walkers, bikers and bus riders? 31 spaces seems plenty to me.”

—Sean Brown

The January Issue included a front-page story about the 
upcoming Austin City Council 10-1 realignment. We asked 
readers what changes they expect to come as a result of 
this shift to geographic representation.

2014 Outback 2.5i CVT 
$279mo

2014 Volvo S60 T5 
FWD Premier

Roger Beasley Volvo of georgetown volvogeorgetown.com

Model EDB P01. With approved credit. Dealer contribution may a � ect � nal negotiated price. 42 mo lease, First mo. payment total due at inception, no sec. dep. required, 
42 monthly payments of $279, �  nal pymt / residual = $14,328. Based on 10k mi. / yr with $.15 per mi. excess charge. MSRP $26,052. Stk# Z9508. O� er expires 2-28-14.

Stk# V4792, 36 mo lease with approved credit through Volvo Car Financial Services. Lease based on 10,000 mi/yr with $.25/mi excess charge, $3,499 total due at incep-
tion (no sec. dep. required). 36 monthly payments of $299. Final payment/residual = $21,750. MSRP $38,865. Includes application of $500 Volvo Allowance. Picture for 

illustration only. O� er expires 2-28-14.

Subaru of georgetown subarugeorgetown.com

Roger Beasley Volvo of Georgetown 7501 South IH 35 • Georgetown • (888) 523-1363
Roger Beasley Volvo of Austin 6375 East Highway 290 • Austin • (888) 543-7193 Subaru of Georgetown • 7501 S IH 35 • Georgetown • (888) 694-7819

Zero Down!

ZERO DOWN PAYMENT!
42 MO. LEASE

FWD Premier

$299 mo. 36 mos.

GGeoeorgrgettowown n 7575010  South IH 353  • Georgetown •• (888888)) 5523-3 131 63

Correction: Volume 6, Issue 3

On page 14, The tower at the Seaholm development 
was listed as having apartments and condominiums 
when the building will only have condos.

On page 34, a photo cutline stated an incorrect location 
for EnviroMedia, which has leased 21,000 square feet at 
2021 E. Fifth St. 
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perks for their help. Company officials 
are considering South Austin and areas 
near The University of Texas for the new 
location. For more information, visit  
www.foodstart.com/project/howdoyouroll.  
512-394-6104. www.howdoyouroll.com

Central Austin

Now Open

7  After one year on Burnet Road, Luxe 
Nails & Spa on Jan. 27 opened its second 
location, which is located at 3301 Steck 
Ave., Ste. 108. The nail and spa salon 
offers manicures, pedicures and waxing. 
512-452-8883

8  A second Austin location of Toastie’s 
Sub Shop opened Feb. 10 at 2408 San 
Gabriel St. in The University of Texas 
west campus area. Owner Michael Lucey 
moved Toastie’s to Austin in 2011. The 
first Austin location continues serving 
classic sub sandwiches, tacos and wraps at 
215 S. Lamar Blvd., Ste. A. 512-499-8500.  
www.ilovetoasties.com

9  Jump! Gymnastics, a gymnastics, 
child development and party destination, 
opened a second location, 2217 W. 
Anderson Lane, on Feb. 10 in response 
to growing demand from North Austin 
residents. The company’s first location at 
2919 Manchaca Road, Ste. 205, has been 
open seven years. 512-505-8608.  
www.jump-austin.com

10  Shortly after finishing renovations 
on its first brick-and-mortar location on 
Burnet Road, Stinson’s Bistro opened its 
second location in late February at the 
former Pizza Bistro location, 2401 Lake 
Austin Blvd. Stinson’s will sell coffee 
inside the building while completing 
renovations that will allow for a full menu 
of pastries and other items. 512-968-4970.  
www.facebook.com/stinsons.bistro

Coming Soon

11  Denver-based longboard specialist 
BOARDLife will open its second location 
at the Lamar Union shopping center, also 
the future site of Alamo Drafthouse South 
Lamar, at 1100 S. Lamar Blvd. Also known 
for its stand-up paddleboarding and street 
paddles, BOARDLife can custom-design 
decks on request. The retail store will open 
by late August to early September, owner 
John Klutznick said. 800-975-8112.  
www.boardlifeusa.com

12  SquareRüt Kava Bar, known for 
selling kava, a Pacific Island–inspired 
drink believed to relieve anxiety, stress 
and more, will open its second Austin 
location the first or second week of April 
at Plaza 5000, 5000 N. Lamar Blvd. 
SquareRüt also has a location on South 
Congress Avenue. 512-382-9293.  
www.squarerut.com

Downtown

Now Open

1  Gourmet deli sandwich shop Rising 
Roll Gourmet, 100 Congress Ave., Ste. 
125, held its grand opening Feb. 11 after 
a soft opening in December. Menu items 
at the national sandwich chain include a 
chicken-and-apple sandwich and a spicy 
Cuban sandwich. 512-322-9240.  
www.risingroll.com

2  Austin-raised Chef Shawn Cirkiel 
debuted his newest restaurant, chavez, 
in early February at the Radisson Hotel 
and Suites, 111 Cesar Chavez St. The 
contemporary Southwestern restaurant  
was designed by Austin architect 
Michael Hsu. Cirkiel’s other projects 
include parkside and the backspace.  
512-478-2991. www.chavez-austin.com

3  Memphis, Tenn.–based Gus’s Fried 
Chicken opened its first Texas location 
Jan. 6 in downtown Austin, 117 San 
Jacinto Blvd. The “world-famous” fried 
chicken restaurant has been in business 
for more than 60 years, using a secret 
family recipe to create fried chicken 
plates with white or dark breast meat, 
wings, thighs, legs and tenders. Gus’s has 
five locations nationwide. 512-474-4877. 
www.gusfriedchicken.com

Remodeling

4  The city’s first convention hotel, 
Hilton Austin, an 800-room full-
service hotel at 500 E. Fourth St., 
celebrates 10 years in business in 
February. Coinciding with anniversary 
celebrations is the start of a $21 million 
renovation project, which will conclude 
this summer or early fall. The hotel 
remains open during renovations, which 
involves upgrades to all 800 guest rooms, 
suites and executive-level rooms.  
512-482-8000. www.hilton.com/austin

Anniversaries

5  After 50 years serving more than 
20,000 people annually who live in 
poverty or are homeless, Caritas of 
Austin, 611 Neches St., celebrated 
reaching the half-century milestone Jan. 
30. Caritas specializes in finding housing 
and securing a stable living situation for 
Travis County residents. 512-479-4610. 
www.caritasofaustin.org

In the News

6  Austin-based sushi chain How Do 
You Roll?, with locations in Mueller 
and downtown Austin, 454 W. Second 
St., is asking customers to help build the 
company’s fifth area location through a 
$400,000 crowd-funding campaign, which 
runs through April 15. Financial backers 
will receive free menu items and other 
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13  Austin-based online bakery, 
wholesaler and caterer Tiny Pies will 
open its first permanent shop in April at 
the former Lucky J’s brick-and-mortar 
location at 5035 Burnet Road. Tiny Pies  
mother-daughter owners intend on selling 
multiple baked goods that could not 
previously be sold online. 512-916-0184. 
www.tinypies.com

14  Estes Audiology will open its first 
Austin location April 15 at the 26 Doors 
shopping center, 1206 W. 38th St., Ste. 15. 
Since 2009, the full-service hearing center 
has served Austin musicians through 
discounted quarterly clinics. Estes also 
has locations in New Braunfels and 
Boerne. 830-643-0033.  
www.hearlifeagain.com

15  Restaurateur Brendan Puthoff will 
open Fork & Vine this summer in 
the former Casa Chapala spot at 3010 
W. Anderson Lane, Ste. D. The New 
American–themed restaurant and wine 
bar will have a tasting room, high-top 
bar seating and outdoor patio area. 
Construction is scheduled to begin March 
1. Puthoff is also a co-owner of Third Base 
sports bar and Mighty Bird and brings 
Chef Camden Stuerzenberger from Bess 
Bistro and South Congress Cafe to his 
team.

16  Monkey Nest Coffee Shop is working 
on a second Austin location. In addition 
to its Burnet Road location, which 
celebrated its three-year anniversary 
Feb. 22, the locally owned coffee shop 
will open by the end of March at 801 W. 
24th St., Ste. D. The same organic coffee, 
pastries and lunch items will be available 
at the new location. 512-505-8033.  
www.monkeynestcoffee.com

17  EyeRis Vision Center, already with 
one location at Southpark Meadows, will 
open its second clinic in April at 3111 S. 
Lamar Blvd. In addition to eye exams, 
the new location will include an optical 
center where patients can select from 
an inventory of affordable frames. The 
comprehensive eye care provider is led 

by Dr. Bich Nhat Le, who opened the 
original location in October 2011.  
512-222-5636. www.eyerisvision.com 

18  After launching as a food truck in 
September 2010, The Peached Tortilla 
will open its first brick-and-mortar 
location this fall at 5520 Burnet Road. The 
restaurant will feature a menu of Asian-
infused Southern comfort food. The 
Peached Tortilla’s two mobile food trucks 
will continue servicing areas throughout 
Austin throughout construction on the 
restaurant. 512-222-8781.  
www.thepeachedtortilla.com

19  Drs. David Nelson and John Updyke  
will begin taking patients March 1 at 
the first location of Capital Children’s 
Dentistry, 911 W. Anderson Lane. The 
pediatric dentist office specializes in 
preventive, orthodontic and restorative 
procedures as well as oral surgery. 512-637-
6740. www.capitalchildrensdentistry.com

Expansions

20  Hat Creek Burger Co. will reopen 
its 5400 Burnet Road location this spring 
with a new playscape and outdoor seating. 
The location closed in November to begin 
renovations. Hat Creek locations at The 
University of Texas campus, Georgetown 
and Westlake remain open. 512-296-2151.  
www.hatcreekburgers.com

21  Owner Sarah Scott will reopen 
Fitness Doctors, 4807 Burnet Road, in 
March. The center specializes in personal 
training, post-surgical fitness, medical 
exercise and athletic sports conditioning. 
Fitness Doctors will also begin hosting 
IronHorse Athletics, supervised group 
strength and conditioning training, 
which Scott will teach. Reservations for 
the IronHorse classes are required.  
512-538-4164. www.fitnessdoctors.com

22  Central Park Imaging, 900 W. 
38th St., Ste. 100, expanded its services 
in January to include a new 3T MRI 
machine, a faster, quieter and more roomy 
version of the standard MRI equipment. 

Patients can ask doctors to conduct MRIs 
at Central Park Imaging. 512-501-3840.  
www.centralparkaustin.com

23  Greenlights and Innovation+, two 
Austin-based organizations that seeks to 
solve social problems by working with 
nonprofit groups, merged in December 
to operate as Greenlights. The two 
groups merged resources at Greenlights 
headquarters, 7703 N. Lamar Blvd., Ste. 
400. 512-477-5955. www.greenlights.org 

Relocations

24  Aveda Institutes Beauty Basics Inc., 
a full-service cosmetology and esthiology 
school, will move in late May to early June 
to 6001 Middle Fiskville Road near the 
former Highland Mall. Aveda officials said 
the new location will offer better visibility 
than the old location at University Park in 
North Austin, where the school has been 
the past three years. Gold’s Gym will open 
next door in the remaining space of the 
building, which was last open as a Shepler’s 
Western Store. 512-320-8080. www.
avedainstiutesbb.com/austin-salon.php, 
www.goldsgym.com 

Closings

25  Musicmakers Austin, 517B S. Lamar 
Blvd., closed in December after 25 years 
in business to merge with Strait Music 
store at 2428 W. Ben White Blvd. Owner 
David Baldry and several Musicmakers 
staff also moved to Strait Music. 512-476-
6927. www.musicmakersaustin.com

26  Third Base closed its downtown-
area location, 1717 W. Sixth St., in early 
February after seven years in business. 
The sports restaurant and bar has three 
other Austin-area locations. 512-381-2273.  
www.thirdbaseaustin.com

27  Casa Chapala is closing its 3010 W. 
Anderson Lane, Ste. D, location by early 
March to move its operations to a new 
restaurant called Casa Chapala Mexican 
Grill and Tequila Bar, 9041 Research 
Blvd. www.casachapala.com News or questions about Impacts or Central Austin news? 

E-mail ctanews@impactnews.com.

Compiled by Joe Lanane

Austin architect Michael Hsu designed chavez, a 
new restaurant in the Radisson Hotel and Suites.

2

Gus’s Fried Chicken opened its first Texas location 
in downtown Austin at the beginning of the year.

3

Owners Michael and Kacie Lucey opened a second 
Austin location of Toastie’s Sub Shop on Feb. 10.

8

IronHorse Athletics training will take place at  
Fitness Doctors once the center reopens in March.

21
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24/7 EMERGENCY CARE WITHOUT THE WAIT LOCATIONS
3563 Far West Ste. 110, Austin TX 78731 • 512-481-2321

4015 South Lamar, Austin TX 78704 • 512-774-5780

www.austiner.com MoPac

Far West Blvd.

Bur
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t R
d.

MoPac

71

360

S. Lamar B
lvd

.

• Board Certi� ed ER Physicians 
• CT, Ultrasound & X-ray On-Site 
• Pediatric Friendly
• Open 24/7/365

NOW OPEN!
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2904 Whiteway Drive
3 Beds, 2 Baths
$550,000
Carol Strickland
(512) 426-2381

ALLENDALE

2501 Velasquez
5 Beds,  6.5 Baths
$2,000,000
Camille Abbott 
(512) 529-1299

BELLO VISTA

8413 Adirondack Trail
3 Beds, 2 Baths 
$469,900
Georgia Levin
(512) 461-2051

GREAT HILLS 

130 Oakwood Loop
20 Acres
$175,000
Julie Yarbrough
(512) 731-2887

WIMBERLEY 

®

®

Westlake/Central  512.327.4800 Northwest Austin  512.345.2100

3307 Sanderling
3 Beds, 2 Baths
$425,000
Joanne Senyk & Lori Galloway
512-633-3882

WOODHAVEN

6107 Nashua Ct.
4 Beds, 3 Baths
$635,000
Becky Heiser
(512) 465-5805

DAVENPORT RANCH

2202 Meadowbrook
2 Beds, 2 Baths
$685,000
Kay Kessee
(512) 750-2274

TARRYTOWN

1501 Barton Springs Road #238
3 Beds, 3 Baths
$479,000
Marilyn Goldner
(512) 944-0630

ZILKER PARK

Find it with the  
Amelia Bullock App!

 
Search for any listing in 
the Greater Austin Area.

Searching for your next home?

  SOLD

  PENDING

  PENDING

  PENDING   SOLD
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East Austin

Now Open

28  Former child actor Macaulay Culkin’s 
band, The Pizza Underground, helped 
kick off the debut of The Unconventional 
Oven. The new food truck at Break Point 
at The Boardwalk, a new food trailer 
court at 2201 1/2 S. Lakeshore Blvd., sells 
gourmet pizzas using locally sourced 
ingredients. The menu includes regular 
items such as margarita and pepperoni 
pizzas as well as weekly specials. Vegan 
dough and sauces are available by request. 
They have started limited delivery 
service and plan to host quarterly events 
featuring local bands. 512-815-3031.  
www.theunconventionaloven.com

29  OMG! Cheesecakery, a mobile 
cheesecake bakery at 2201 1/2 S. 
Lakeshore Blvd., also opened at Break 
Point at The Boardwalk in December, 
Owner Dan Treviño said all individual 
cheesecake orders are baked inside the 
truck, a vintage 1973 Cortez Motorhome. 
Cheesecake orders come in multiple 
flavors and can includes toppings such as 
Nutella, peppermint and peanut butter 
and jelly, among others. 512-948-5376.  
www.omgcheesecakery.com

30  A new restaurant and bar, The Silo 
on Seventh, 1300 E. Seventh St., opened 
Feb. 26 with an American casual lunch 
and dinner menu as well as a full lineup 
of craft beer and liquor. 

31  The newest Capital One bank branch 
opened Jan. 15 at the Mueller Market 
District next to H-E-B, 1801 E. 51st St., 
Bldg. B. The 15th Austin-area office for 
Capital One includes drive-thru services 
until 6 p.m. on weekdays, and the lobby 
and drive-thru remain open until 1 p.m. 
on Saturdays. 512-593-4506.  
www.capitalone.com

32  Open since November, Country 
Boyz Fixns, 4140 E. 12th St., specializes 
in Cajun and soul food, with a menu 
of burgers, po’boys, fish, wings and News or questions about Impacts or East Austin news? 

E-mail ctanews@impactnews.com.

Compiled by Joe Lanane

Owner David Rightmer said The Silo on Seventh  
opened for lunch and dinner Feb. 26.

Say laV food truck will open its first brick-and-
mortar restaurant, laV, on March 1.
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IMPACTS
alligator, among other items. The 
restaurant, which replaced East 12th 
Kafe, is open for lunch and dinner.  
512-928-5555

Coming Soon

33  Say laV food truck stopped service in 
December so ownership could concentrate 
on its first brick-and-mortar restaurant, 
laV, which will open March 1 at 1501 E. 
Seventh St. The French restaurant and 
wine bar will specialize in Mediterranean-
inspired food from Chef Allison Jenkins. 
The food truck, which launched as a 
precursor to the restaurant, will reopen 
soon after the permanent location opens.  
512-293-6048. www.facebook.com/
LaVAustin

34  The Joint, a national chiropractic 
and health services provider, will open 
in the Mueller Market District, 1501 E. 
51st St., by late March to early April, 
said co-owner Dustin Sparks, who also 
owns The Joint location at Southpark 
Meadows. The Joint will have eight 
Austin-area locations and 12 total in the 
next year, he said. The Joint will be open 
seven days per week, serving only walk-
in customers. Introductory adjustments 
are discounted, Sparks said.  
512-292-3500. www.thejoint.com

Expansions

35  Modern Muck, a health store 
specializing in acupuncture, herbal 
medicines and other Chinese-inspired 
health solutions, expanded its services 
in mid-January to include mobile 
acupuncture services each Wednesday 
through Sunday. Acupuncture 
practitioner David Taylor will bicycle 
to clients to perform acupuncture 
services. He primarily serves the 
downtown area, while customers 
wanting more in-depth treatments can 
make an appointment at Modern Muck’s 
office, 53 Comal St. 512-514-3706.                                                     
www.modernmuckacupuncture.com

East Austin

GRAND OPENING

FRESH, HAND PULLED NOODLE BAR...THE FIRST IN AUSTIN!

512-469-7878 | 1801 E 51 ST Bldg C 370 | Austin, TX | www.xianfresh.com

SUSHI 
HAPPY HOUR

TUESDAY TO SUNDAY 
5PM TO 7PM.

32

30 33
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31 34

S. Lakeshore Blvd.

28 29



Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com10  NEWS

AUSTINGOODWILL.ORG

my Goodwill.

shop goodwill.

my style.

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

2014.02.10_Community Impact_Central Austin_My Year_HPFC.pdf   1   2/10/14   3:54 PM

Original masonry structure has 
been maintained & repurposed…
use it as a private master suite, a 
fabulous home offi ce/studio, or as 
a unique guest/nanny/mother-in-
law suite…you decide!
2257 square feet (approximate per 
architect plans)
4 bedrooms • 3.5 baths 
1 car garage 
Walkable/bike-able neighborhood 
with public transportation

New construction addition helps 
frame out a courtyard that gives 
you more than 150 sf of intimate 
outdoor living/lounging/dining space.
Only one block walk to the 
Triangle development.
Construction is underway.
Scheduled completion March 2014.

Call today for more 
information.

STARTING AT ONLY 
$600,000!

Developed & Marketed by: Phil Trietsch, Owner/Broker 
Tenex Realty • 512-333-2646 • 13740 Research Blvd, Ste E4, Austin TX 78750

OLD AUSTIN 
HIPPIE MEETS 
NEW AUSTIN 
HIPSTER

900 Capitol Ct presents the perfect blend of central Austin 
charm mixed with the modern features of a new home.

51st St.

Lamar Blvd.
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Creeks
LOVE too!need

www.keepaustinbeautiful.org/adopt-a-creek
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Design • Renovate • Decorate • Stage
512-992-4220

poshinteriorsaustin@gmail.com
WWW.POSHINTERIORSAUSTIN.COM

NEIGHBORHOOD NOTES
News from Central Austin Neighborhoods Compiled by Joe Lanane and Peter McCrady

Permanent food trailer court to open 
at 1-acre Barton Springs Road site
ZILKER A 1-acre space on Barton Springs Road will soon be 
home to a permanent food trailer court outside a new apart-
ment complex next to the original Chuy’s location.

The Picnic, a public food trailer court expected to open in 
mid-March, will feature eight vendors, said Ronnie Brooks, 
co-developer of Coldwater Apartments, a five-story complex 
under construction along Barton Springs Road. Tenants at 
the fully leased food court include Hey Cupcake!, Hey You 
Gonna Eat or What?, Mrs. P’s Electric Cock, Skinny Limits 
Juice, Tapas Bravas, The Mighty Cone, The Seedling Truck 
and Turf N Surf Po’Boy. The space was originally slated to 
become a traditional stand-alone restaurant, Brooks said, but 
most inquiries were from national restaurant chains. 

“I’ve been here long enough to know the homegrown flavor 
of this street, and we were certain a national chain would not 
be embraced by Austin in that location,” said Brooks, who has 
lived in Austin for 47 years. “This is not a suburban location.”

Brooks and co-developers Alastair Jenkin, Christian 
Brooks and Kurt Simons chose to wait for a better opportu-
nity, he said, at which point multiple food trailers on South 
Congress Avenue became displaced.

“We did a pivot and said, ‘Instead of doing a stand-alone 
restaurant, what if we built a permanent home for food trail-
ers?” Brooks said. “They move all the time, and the available 
sites downtown keep developing and going away.”

The food trailer park will include pavilions, heated and 
cooled restrooms and 80 parking spots, he said.

New food trailer court The Picnic will include pavilions and restrooms.

C
o

ur
te

sy
 R

ic
ha

rd
 M

cF
ar

la
nd

, S
tu

d
io

 8
 A

rc
hi

te
ct

s

Little Woodrow’s site on Burnet Road granted approvalArea residents weigh in on 
South Shores master plan ALLANDALE/BRENTWOOD Despite 

neighborhood concerns against the 
proposed bar, Little Woodrow’s received 
approval Jan. 30 of its appeal for a condi-
tional-use permit and parking waiver after 
a 4-3 Austin City Council vote.

Council members Laura Morrison, 
Chris Riley and Kathie Tovo voted against 
the measure. The plan is for a Little Wood-
row’s bar and a restaurant called Brooklyn 
Pie at 5425 Burnet Road. 

Some of the conditions for the approval 
include prohibiting all live outdoor music, 
limiting decibel levels, restricting noise-
generating events to the bar or the bar’s 
deck and requiring a 1 a.m. closing time 
on Fridays, Saturdays and holidays.

Neighborhood residents spoke against 
the proposed development during the 
meeting, citing concerns over the limited 
amount of parking at the proposed busi-
nesses and late-night hours.

“I think you need to look at the unique-
ness of the neighborhood, the proximity 
of the homes, the lack of available parking 
and lack of a turn lane on Burnet Road,” 

Allandale Neighborhood Association 
President David Mintz said.

Other neighbors told council of ques-
tionable dealings by the bar and property 
owner regarding the marketing of other 
buildings on-site and the lack of over-
all communication with neighborhood 
associations.

“This is not about Little Woodrow’s. 
This is not about the bar,” Brentwood 
Neighborhood Association President Dale 
Henry said. “It’s about this location. This 
piece of property is wrong for a bar. This 
piece of property is wrong for a late-night 
establishment.”

HOLLY/RIVERSIDE In anticipation of 
the completion of the Ann and Roy Butler 
Hike and Bike Trail and Boardwalk along 
Lady Bird Lake, city and nonprofit officials 
are working on a master plan for the lake’s 
southeast shore.

Susan Rankin, executive director of The 
Trail Foundation, an organization that has 
sought to protect and enhance the Ann and 
Roy Butler Hike and Bike Trail since 2003, 
said at a Jan. 29 community meeting that 
once the boardwalk opens this summer, the 
influx of people will transform the area.

“That area is a quiet, beautiful, natu-
ralistic area, and there are basically no 
improvements,” Rankin said. 

Some of the challenges, she said, that 
come with the increased use of the trail 
in this area include the need for more 
drinking fountains, restrooms and 
increased shading.

“It’s so beautiful and pastoral now, and 
it’s very much why people use the trail—to 
go to nature,” Rankin said. “It’s like an 
urban oasis in the middle of the city.”

Little Woodrow’s bar and a restaurant called 
Brooklyn Pie will be built on Burnet Road.
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The preliminary plan divides the south-
east shore area into five zones with unique 
features and attributes. The Austin Parks 
and Recreation Department is collaborat-
ing with TTF to develop the master plan, 
which McCann Adams Studio will create.

“If you don’t have an adopted council 
master plan, then you probably won’t get 
any money put to it,” said Jana McCann, 
principal with McCann Adams Studio. 
“It’s a very crucial part of the whole capital 
improvement project planning.”

Through public outreach, many resi-
dents have expressed their desire to keep a 
naturalistic and pastoral feel to the area.

Daniel Llanes, chairman of the Govalle/
Johnston Terrace Neighborhood Contact 
Team, said the park should be a quiet, 
tranquil place with as many natural ele-
ments as possible.

“This is one of the most valuable pieces 
of real estate because as we become a big-
ger metropolitan area, open space is going 
to become more and more valuable,” 
Llanes said.

The master plan may be presented to Aus-
tin City Council in May. For more informa-
tion, visit www.austintexas.gov/SEshore.
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The Downtown Austin Alliance wants your downtown SXSW experience to 
be the best it can be.  Whether you are walking, cycling, or driving...
please be careful and watch out for others.

Drive with Care. Walk and bike aware.

www.downtownaus t in .com
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60024 CR 211 - BURNET CO.
67 ac | 3 Bd | 2 Ba | $600,000

Jim Hardie 512-423-7474

AUSTIN
512.480.0848   3825 Lake Austin Blvd, Ste 501

LAKE TRAVIS
512.263.3282   1005 RR 620 South

moreland.com

®

®

1612 FOREST TRAIL
3 Bdrm | 3  Bath | $995,000   

Catherine Prather 512-297-8150

200 CONGRESS AVE 38NW
2 Bdrm | 2.5  Bath | $3,330,000   

Eric Moreland 512-924-8442

7901 DADIVA COURT
5 Bdrm | 5F+2H Bath | $2,700,000

Shaley Shirley 512-796-3646

2110 GRISWOLD LN
5 Bdrm | 4.5 Bath | $1,995,000

Renee Huggans  512-785-4029

CUTTER RIDGE RANCH
40+Acre Horse Property $3,975,000

Kim Collins 512-576-2847

1308 W 39½ ST
Duplex; fabulous location | $402,500

Debbie Gainer  512-750-8700

605 & 607 TERRELL HILL
3 Bdrm | 3.5 Bath | from high $500s

Sean Kubicek  512-826-1135

PENDING 4220 GOCHMAN
4 Bdrm | 3 Bath | $634,900

Mike Hammonds 512-983-6603

Moreland Properties 
is pleased to announce

WADE GILES REALTOR®

has joined our Austin office

512.808.6756 cell  512.480.0848 x194 ofc
wade@moreland.com

19201 SECRETARIAT PL
5 Bdrm | 4F+2H Bath | $1,799,000

Dianne Johnson 512-699-0619

26800 POST OAK BEND LOOP
57 ac | 3 Bd | 2 Ba | $1,475,000

1802 BLUE CREST DR
10 2BR/1BA units | $250k-$320k

Jan Moreland  512-694-0496

We sell more than homes, 
we sell land & ranches.

ALL 8 HOMES SOLD! 

720 CARDINAL LN
Call for upcoming 78704 projects

Clayton Bullock 512-797-6446

1909 CUEVA DE ORO
5 Bdrm | 4.5  Bath | $2,599,000   

Eric Moreland 512-924-8442

COMING SOON 

3506 NATIVE DANCER
4 Bdrm | 3F+2H Bath | $849,000

Wade Giles 512-808-6756
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Occupancy limit granted initial approval
Ordinance sets max number of unrelated adults living together 

By Peter McCrady
New residential occupancy limits 

jumped the first hurdle at the Feb. 13 
Austin City Council meeting after council 
members passed the measure on first 
reading with a 6-1 vote. Councilman Bill 
Spelman voted against the measure.

“Right now, in my opinion, what we’re 
doing is about as good as we can possibly do 
at this point,” Councilman Mike Martinez 
said. “I know some would like to see us 
do more and make [the ordinance] more 
restrictive, but we’re trying to balance all the 
competing issues and address the concerns 
that were brought [forward] by both sides.”

The first reading of the ordinance lim-
ited properties that are zoned for single-
family housing from six occupants to four 
unrelated adults, set grandfathering provi-
sions and provided an expiration date for 
the ordinance of two years from adoption. 

The ordinance applies to properties 
within the boundaries set by the residen-
tial design and compatibility standards 
as opposed to the whole city. The area is 
roughly bounded by North Capital of Texas 
Highway, Ed Bluestein Boulevard, Research 
Boulevard and William Cannon Drive.

NEWS BRIEFS

Councilman Chris Riley said Austin’s 
existing code makes it difficult to develop 
housing options between single-family 
homes and multifamily high-rises, and 
that has led to issues in single-family 
neighborhoods—such as demolishing 
homes for new construction that essen-
tially serves as dorms.

“People want to be able to live with 
groups of people of various sizes and 
shapes, and we ought to be able to accom-
modate that,” Riley said. 

Austin resident Dan Keshet spoke at the 
meeting against the limit, claiming the 
measure restricts the kind of relationships 
people are allowed to have.

“The ordinance doesn’t regulate imper-
meable surfaces, setbacks or other items 
related to the structure of a building. It 
doesn’t outlaw noise or keep lids on trash 
bins or make sure trash bins come in 
before the next day,” Keshet said. “It tells 
the residents of our shared city how and 
with whom they may live.”

Council expects to receive more infor-
mation about the ordinance’s affect on 
affordability and will hear the item again 
March 20.

Real estate sales 
up to start 2014 
Housing inventory decreases
By Joe Lanane

Austin’s real estate market is off to 
a strong start in 2014, with home sales 
up 4 percent year over year in January, 
according to figures released Feb. 21 
from the Austin Board of Realtors.

There were 1,449 single-family homes 
sold in the Austin area in January at a 
median price of $211,800, representing 
a 7 percent increase in value compared 
with the start of 2013.

“The Austin real estate market was 
strong in 2013 and showed steady growth 
in sales volume and price,” said Bill 
Evans, 2014 ABOR president, in a state-
ment. “We expect to see that trend con-
tinue at the start of 2014 and are encour-
aged to see stable growth for the Austin 
area in the first month of the year.”

Growth is expected to continue in 
Austin, Evans said, making it essential 
that city standards encourage efforts to 
maintain an affordable housing stock.

“We should exercise caution in 
considering any policies that restrict 
housing availability, such as decreasing 
occupancy limits, without also commit-
ting to solid plans for how to replace that 
housing stock,” Evans said.

Data is for single-family homes. Percent change 
reflects a year-over-year comparison between 
January 2013 and January 2014. 

C
o

ur
te

sy
 A

us
tin

 B
o

ar
d

 o
f R

ea
lto

rs

There is about two months of hous-
ing inventory available in Austin as of 
January, compared with 2.5 months of 
inventory in January 2013. 

The ideal amount of housing stock is 
6.5 months worth of inventory, accord-
ing to the Texas A&M University Real 
Estate Center.

But Austin homes are selling faster 
than before, selling after 63 days on the 
market, ABOR estimates show, com-
pared with an average of 72 days during 
the same month last year.

AW-LandscapeRebate_4.9167 x 12.25_12-09-13-CommImpact.indd   1 12/10/2013   4:35:33 PM



What is bus-rapid transit?

Mobile app

Transit talk: MetroRapid

FTA criteria for bus-rapid transit

1.

2.

3.

4.

Bus-rapid transit, or BRT, is an enhanced bus system that 
operates on bus lanes or other roadways and combines the 
flexibility of buses with the efficiency of rail, according to 
the Federal Transit Administration. Although Capital Metro’s 
MetroRapid system is not a true BRT, it did fit the FTA’s criteria for 
a Very Small Starts grant by offering 10-minute frequency, signal 
priority, special branding, operations of 14 hours each day and 
new transit stations.

Capital Metro introduced its first mobile app 
with the launch of MetroRapid. Available on iOS, 
Windows and Google platforms, customers 
are able to plan a trip and review schedules or 
maps. To buy or use tickets through the app, 
customers must first create a profile and input 
payment information. Ticket options include 
a single fare for $1.50, a day pass for $3, a 
seven-day pass for $13.50 and a 31-day pass 
for $49.50. Customers may also save their 
favorite routes and buy tickets for other non-
MetroRapid bus routes or MetroRail.

To help MetroRapid buses have priority at intersections, the 
buses’ onboard technology communicates with Capital 
Metro’s system, which then makes a request to the city of 
Austin’s traffic signal system to have the green light remain 
green for seven additional seconds if certain criteria are met.

TSP kicks in when a bus is within 350 feet of an intersection. 
If the green light is early in its cycle, the bus’s request could 
be denied because it has enough time to pass through.

This criteria includes whether the bus is behind schedule.

TSP critera considers traffic conditions of the cross street.

The TSP system also reviews the last time it allowed 
MetroRapid to have a longer green light at that intersection.

• Bus lanes: A dedicated lane for bus use only;  
 MetroRapid only has bus lanes in downtown  
 Austin between Martin Luther King Jr.  
 Boulevard and Second Street

• Fare collection: BRT has a system that  
 speeds up the process of collecting fares

• Automatic vehicle location: Uses a bus’s  
 location through GPS to provide customers  
 with the next arrival time

• Signal priority: Gives BRT priority at  
 intersections by extending green lights
• Transit stations: This includes distance  
 between stops and which side of the  
 intersection the stop is located; the   
  design of the BRT shelters should be  
 consistent throughout the system

• Vehicle design: Includes an increased  
 number of doors to allow for faster  
 passenger entry and exit

By Amy Denney
Striving to offer faster service and high-

tech amenities such as free Wi-Fi, Capital 
Metro officials hope its new MetroRapid 
service—also known as bus-rapid transit 
or BRT—will elevate the experience of 
riding the bus.

Planning for BRT started after the 
failed light-rail bond in 2000 that would 
have put rail in part of the same corridors 
that MetroRapid uses. In 2010, Capital 
Metro received a $38.1 million grant from 
the Federal Transit Administration for 

the new service, and President and CEO 
Linda Watson said that is when plan-
ning went into high gear. The first route 
launched Jan. 26 on North Lamar Bou-
levard and South Congress Avenue, and 
the second route rolls out this summer on 
Burnet Road and South Lamar.

Watson said the goal of MetroRapid is 
to provide better service to existing riders 
and attract new riders who could use it to 
travel to work or school or enjoy dining, 
shopping and entertainment options.

“Part of it is you don’t have to drive and 

deal with the traffic,” Watson said. “You 
get a trip that is faster than the service we 
[provided], and you can do things while 
you’re on the bus [with the free Wi-Fi].”

Even though MetroRapid does not fit 
the FTA’s full definition of BRT, Watson 
said it is the best BRT the agency can offer.

“It’s not the full-fledged bus-rapid 
transit that’s been developed in other cit-
ies in dedicated right of ways because we 
don’t have the right of way, ... but I’m not 
convinced that we might not be able to do 
more eventually and over time,” she said.

As for faster service, Capital Metro 
officials won’t know how much time rid-
ers save with the new service until it has 
been in operation for a few weeks. This is 
because it is hard to compare the previous 
service to the new service, Watson said.

“I’m confident we’ll have some kind of 
savings,” said Dan Dawson, vice president 
of marketing and communications. “Even 
on those days where we don’t because of 
something outstanding that has hap-
pened, the customer still gets a premium 
experience.”
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Transit signal priority (TSP)
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On the bus: MetroRapid

17,000 current 
daily riders with a 
goal to increase 
ridership by 10% 

in 2 years

192 apartment 
complexes, 

58 condos and 
39 hotels within 

a 1-mile radius of 
the first route

269,000 daily 
commuters to the  

city’s core waste 40 
hours each year per 

person because 
of congestion

MetroRapid  
has 77 stations  
and will offer  

10- to 12-minute 
frequency during 

weekday peak hours and 
cover 37.5 miles

Capital Metro 
received a  

$38.1 million federal 
grant to fund the 

$47.6 million project

The 60-foot, 
accordion-style 
buses can carry 
101 passengers

2.

Capital Metro launches new bus service

Source: Capital Metro, Federal Transit Administration
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Rail group weighs 
options for transit
By Amy Denney

The group assisting Mayor Lee Leffin-
gwell with planning Austin’s next high-
capacity transit, or HCT, investment will 
evaluate the final transit modes and route 
options in March and April.

In May, members of the Central Corri-
dor Advisory Group will review the locally 
preferred alternative for a transit route 
in the subcorridor, cost estimates and 
options to phase the project.

In June, CCAG will propose a transit 
project to Austin City Council, which will 
consider putting a bond on the Nov. 4 ballot.

The Central Corridor is part of the Proj-
ect Connect regional transportation plan 
and is roughly bounded by Koenig Lane, 
Springdale Road, Oltorf Street and MoPac. 
In December, City Council approved a 
subcorridor to focus HCT between High-
land Mall and East Riverside Drive.

To choose the final options, the Project 
Connect planning team created a service 
profile that incorporates the community’s 
priorities. The team used input from com-
munity meetings and online surveys, said 
Scott Gross, urban rail program manager 
with the city of Austin’s Transportation 
Department.

TRANSPORTATION

Urban rail

Dedicated BRT

Urban rail is an electrified service that can 
operate in mixed traffic, in its own lane or 
in a separate right of way. It is a hybrid 
between LRT and streetcar. Urban rail is 
geared for travel in urban locations and to 
link transit systems.

Dedicated bus-rapid transit operates 
primarily in its own lane with high-amenity 
vehicles and stations. BRT is designed to 
emulate rail-based transit and is used for 
traveling between suburbs and urban areas.

Carries 700–2,000  
passengers

Carries 700–1,300  
passengers

Average speed 
is 10–30 mph

Average speed 
is 20–55 mph

Stops are spaced 
every two to four 
blocks and up to 

1/2 mile apart

Stops are spaced 
1/2 mile to 
1 mile apart

Frequency is every 
10 minutes during 

rush hour and 
every 30 minutes 
in non-peak hours

bus lane

Final alternatives for high-capacity transit

Recommended 
service profile

Final street options for transit

Using community feedback, the Project 
Connect planning team whittled down 
a list of service characteristics to 
create a profile of priorities. The team 
used the profile to narrow the list of 
modes and routes.

The planning team also narrowed the 
list of possible streets that could 
accommodate transit in the Central 
Corridor to ensure a seamless route 
with few turns. The next steps will 
include looking into general stop 
locations and grade separation.

Average speed 
of 20-30 mph

East Riverside Drive

Lady Bird Lake Downtown UT campus Highland Mall

Stops spaced 
1/2 mile to 
1 mile apart

Frequency every 
10-15 minutes

Lady Bird Lake              Riverside Dr.

35

P
le

as
an

t V
al

le
y

Lady Bird Lake

4th St.

35

Cesar Chavez St.

35

4th St.

12th St.

15th St.

C
ol

or
ad

o 
S

t.

S
an

 J
ac

in
to

 B
lv

d
.

MLK Blvd.

21st St.

S
pe

ed
w

ay

Dean Keaton St.

45th St.

35

Koenig

Source: Project Connect planning team
Tr

in
ity

 S
t.

Tr
in

ity
 S

t.

S
an

 J
ac

in
to

 B
lv

d
.

R
ed

 R
iv

er
A

irp
or

t

Frequency is every 
10 minutes during 

rush hour and 
every 15 minutes 

in non-peak hours

BE SEEN
DR. COLLIN TAM, Optometrist

JANA LEWIS, Optician

BROOKE ELAM, Optician

4800 BURNET RD. STE. A-100
(at the corner of  47th Street, behind Gusto)

( 5 1 2 )  4 0 7 - 9 0 0 2  |  SPECTACLEEYEDESIGN.COM

M-F 9AM - 6PM  | SAT 9AM - 2PM FEATURED 

EYEGLASSES BY
Take advantage of your new health plans for eye exams, 
glasses and contact lenses!
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City Council approves 2 new incentive deals

Support wanes for northern MoPac Sound Wall after community repoll

Court delays putting 
courthouse on ballot

Athenahealth picks 
Austin for expansion 
after incentive deal

AUSTIN Economic incentive agreements for technology companies Websense Inc. 
and Dropbox Inc. gained Austin City Council approval at a special-called meeting 
Feb. 20. Both agreements passed on 5-2 votes, with councilwomen Kathie Tovo and 
Laura Morrison voting against the measure. The agreement gives a total of about 
$700,000 to the companies. 

AUSTIN After repolling residents near 
a proposed sound wall on MoPac, Austin 
City Council voted to amend the interlo-
cal agreement with the Texas Depart-
ment of Transportation and Central 
Texas Regional Mobility Authority to 
show that the city wishes to withdraw its 
support of the construction of a north-
ern portion of Sound Wall No. 3.

The vote was passed on consent at the 
council’s Feb. 13 meeting and applies to 
the portion of the sound wall north of 
Bullard Drive.

In December, City Council directed 

the city manager to repoll homeowners 
and found that 58.3 percent of those who 
responded preferred no sound wall. The 
survey was sent to 14 eligible homeown-
ers, and 12 were returned.

According to the memo, if this result 
was part of the initial sound wall bal-
loting, “it is presumed that Sound Wall 
No. 3 north of Bullard Drive would not 
have been recommended by CTRMA/
TxDOT.”

Austin resident Ross Smith spoke on 
the item and suggested the city build a 
cheaper version of the wall so residents 

could have a taste of what the proposed 
structure would be like.

“If it turns out it is a dud, there’s no 
long-term harm,” Smith said. “If it turns 
out that it works, then you can go back 
to the neighborhoods and have the 
discussion of whether it would work for 
them aesthetically. First, take the time to 
get some hard data before making your  
decision.”

The city manager will come back to 
City Council on Feb. 27 with steps to 
make the withdraw of support official for 
the sound wall.

TRAVIS COUNTY The Commission-
ers Court will consider calling a bond 
election in May 2015 for the construc-
tion of a new civil and family court-
house.

During its Jan. 21 meeting, the court 
unanimously approved changing the 
proposed election date.

The county had originally considered 
a November 2014 bond election but 
decided against it because of other elec-
tions taking place, including the first 
Austin City Council elections using the 
new 10-1 voting districts.

If voters approve issuing bonds to 
fund building the new courthouse, 
county leaders said they would aim to 
open the new courthouse in the first 
quarter of 2018.

AUSTIN Following the approval of an 
economic incentive deal with the city of 
Austin, athenahealth Inc. expanded its 
footprint in Austin by agreeing to bring 
research and development operations to 
the Seaholm redevelopment project at 
800 W. Cesar Chavez St.

Councilman Chris Riley said invest-
ing the city’s money into bringing the 
company here will be well worth it.

“In this case, I think that these incen-
tives pass whatever test that we can 
apply,” he said.

The council passed the agreement  
Jan. 30 with a vote of 5-2, with council-
women Laura Morrison and Kathie 
Tovo voting against the deal. The Aus-
tin Chamber of Commerce announced 
Jan. 31 that athenahealth chose Austin 
for its expansion.

Some concerns centered on the 
Seaholm site being used for office space.

“I do believe that it’s OK for us to say 
we believe in our economy, we believe 
in the strength of our economy and we 
hope that [athenahealth] comes here, 
but we need to be very, very careful 
with taxpayer dollars,” Morrison said.

The agreement is for about $679,000 
over 10 years. The deal is a perfor-
mance-based incentive that is depen-
dent on athenahealth bringing a set 
number of jobs to Austin. In total, the 
company is expected to bring 607 jobs 
to the city.

CITY & COUNTY
News from Austin and Travis County Compiled by Peter McCrady and Joseph Olivieri

Austin City Council
Meets most Thursdays at 10 a.m.
Austin City Hall, 301 W. Second St. 
512-974-2000 • www.austintexas.gov/ 
department/city-council

Travis County 
Commissioners Court
Meets Tuesdays at 9 a.m.
700 Lavaca St., Austin 
www.co.travis.tx.us/commissioners_court

Austin Planning Commission
Meets second and fourth Tuesday of every 
month at 6 p.m.
Austin City Hall, 301 W. Second St. 
512-978-4000
www.austintexas.gov/planningcommission

Tweetings
For instant coverage of these 
meetings, follow us on Twitter: 
@impactnews_cta

TweetingsMeetings

Websense Inc. 
• The company offers computer security 

solutions through Web, email, mobile 
and data loss prevention.

• Websense scored an 85 out of 100 on 
the city’s development matrix.

• There are four Websense employees 
already in Austin.

• Websense is expected to bring 470 new 
full-time jobs to Austin over 10 years.

• The company is expected to occupy 
90,000 square feet of office space in 
the city.

• Websense is expected to invest a total 
of about $10 million in improvements 
and property.

Dropbox Inc.
• The technology company is a file-host-

ing service that allows users to access 
and share various types of documents.

• Dropbox has more than 175 million 
users. 

• The company scored 70 out of 100 on 
the city’s development matrix. 

• Dropbox is expected to create 170 full-
time jobs over 10 years with an average 
salary of $59,000.

• 100 percent of the people hired for the 
crated jobs will be local candidates.

• Dropbox is expected to invest a total of 
about $5.5 million in improvements and 
property.

Live Animal Trapping • Prevention
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COMPLETE COVERAGE AT IMPACTNEWS.COM/VOTE-2014

county and district republican candidates  
U.S. Representative, Dist. 10
Michael McCaul

U.S. Representative, Dist. 21
Matt McCall
Lamar Smith*
Mike J. Smith

U.S. Representative, Dist. 25
Roger Williams*

U.S. Representative, Dist. 35
Susan Narvaiz

County Judge
Mike McNamara

County Commissioner, 
Precinct 2
Raymond Frank

Justice of the Peace, 
Precinct 2
Glenn Bass*

County Party Chair
James Dickey*

The candidates listed in this guide will be on the 2014 primary 
election ballot in the communities defined by Community Impact 
Newspaper’s Central Austin coverage area. Candidates with 
silhouette photos were not able to be reached before press time. 
The candidate lists were provided by their respective parties, 
which are responsible for the primary elections. The Libertarian 
Party will nominate candidates for statewide office at its 
convention April 12. More information is available at  
www.lptexas.org/november-2014-elections. 

To view polling locations, visit www.traviscountyclerk.org.

KEY ELECTION DATES:
Early voting for the primary election: Feb. 18–28 
Primary election: March 4

Early voting for the primary runoff election: May 19–23
Primary runoff election: May 27

statewide democratic candidates
Governor

Wendy Davis Ray Madrigal

U.S. Senator
David Alameel
Michael Fjetland
Harry Kim

Kesha Rogers
Maxey Scherr

Attorney General
Sam Houston

Comptroller of Public Accounts
Mike Collier

Land Commissioner
John Cook

Agriculture Commissioner
Hugh Asa Fitzsimons III
Richard “Kinky” Friedman
Jim Hogan 

Texas Railroad Commission
Place 2
Steve Brown

 

Dale Henry

Lieutenant Governor

Leticia Van de Putte

Supreme Court of Texas 
Chief Justice
William Moody

Place 7
Gina Benavides

Place 6
Lawrence Edward Meyers

Court of Criminal Appeals
Place 3
John Granburg

statewide republican candidates
U.S. Senator
John Cornyn*
Curt Cleaver
Ken Cope
Chris Mapp

Reid Reasor
Steve Stockman
Dwayne Stovall
Linda Vega

Attorney General
Dan Branch
Ken Paxton

Barry Smitherman

Comptroller of Public Accounts
Glenn Hegar
Harvey Hilderbran

Debra Medina
Raul Torres

Land Commissioner
George P. Bush David Watts

Governor

Greg Abbott Lisa Fritsch Dan PatrickSecede Kilgore Jerry PattersonMiriam Martinez Todd Staples

Lieutenant Governor

David Dewhurst*

Agriculture Commissioner
J Allen Carnes
Joe Cotten
Tommy Merritt

Sid Miller
Eric Opiela

Texas Railroad Commission, Place 2
Becky Berger
Malachi Boyuls

Wayne Christian
Ryan Sitton

Supreme Court of Texas 
Chief Justice
Nathan Hecht*
Robert Talton
Place 6
Jeff Brown*
Joe Pool

Place 7
Jeff Boyd*
Place 8
Phil Johnson*
Sharon McCally

Court of Criminal Appeals
Place 3
Bert Richardson
Barbara Walther
Place 4
Richard Dean Davis
Jani Jo Wood
Kevin Patrick Yeary

Place 9
W.C. “Bud” Kirkendall
David Newell

*Incumbent

county and district democratic candidates  
U.S. Representative, Dist. 10
Tawana Walter-Cadien

U.S. Representative, Dist. 25
Stuart Gourd
Marco Montoya

U.S. Representative, Dist. 35
Lloyd Doggett*

State Senator, Dist. 14
Kirk Watson*

State Representative, Dist. 46
Dawnna Dukes*

State Representative, Dist. 48
Donna Howard*

State Representative, Dist. 49
Elliot Naishtat*

State Representative, Dist. 51
Eddie Rodriguez*

District Judge, 147th Criminal Court
Cliff Brown*

District Judge, 201st Judicial District
Amy Clark Meachum*

District Judge, 250th Judicial District
Karin Crump

District Judge, 261st Judicial District
Lora Livingston*

District Judge, 299th Judicial District
Karen Sage*

District Judge, 331st Judicial District
David Crain*

District Judge, 403rd Judicial District
Brenda P. Kennedy*

District Judge, 419th Judicial District
Orlinda Naranjo*

County Court at Law Judge No. 1
Todd Wong

County Court at Law Judge No. 2
Eric Montgomery Shepperd*

County Court at Law Judge No. 3
Paul Evans
John Lipscombe*

County Court at Law Judge No. 4
Mike Denton*

County Court at Law Judge No. 5
Nancy Hohengarten*

County Court at Law Judge No. 6
Brandy Mueller*

County Court at Law Judge No. 7
Elisabeth Earle*

County Probate Court Judge
Guy Herman*

District Clerk
Velva Price

County Clerk
Dana DeBeauvoir*

County Treasurer
Dolores Ortega Carter
Ramey Ko

County Judge
Andy Brown
Sarah Eckhardt

County Commissioner, Precinct 2
Barry Brown 
Richard Jung 
Brigid Shea

County Commissioner, Precinct 4
Margaret Gomez* 
Darla Wegner

Justice of the Peace, Precinct 1
Yvonne M. Williams*

Justice of the Peace, Precinct 2
Randall Slagle

Justice of the Peace, Precinct 3
Susan Steeg*

Justice of the Peace, Precinct 4
Raul Arturo Gonzalez*

Justice of the Peace, Precinct 5
Herb Evans* 
James Braxton Forrest

County Party Chair
Jan Soifer*

*Incumbent
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RACE OVERVIEW
• Judge Samuel Biscoe plans to 

retire in 2014.
• Andy Brown and Sarah 

Eckhardt are running for the 
Democratic Party nomination. 

• Mike McNamara is running 
unopposed for the Republican 
Party nomination.  

PRIMARY ELECTIONS
• To vote in a Texas primary 

election, a registered voter 
must first declare his or her 
party affiliation. 

• Early voting runs through  
Feb. 28. The primary election 
takes place March 4. 

• The winners of the primary 
election will compete in the 
November general election.

COUNTY JUDGE POSITION
• The county judge serves a 

four-year term and is paid a 
base salary of $118,373.

• The judge is elected to be the 
administrative and ceremonial 
head of the county. 

• The judge has a vote on the 
Commissioners Court and sets 
its weekly agenda. The judge 
can issue disaster declara-
tions, make appointments and 
sign contracts. The position 
is also a liaison to regional 
organizations. 

ELECTION COVERAGE
Voters will elect commissioner 
candidates for precincts 2 and 4. 
For election coverage, visit  
www.impactnews.com. 

Candidate Q & A, Travis County judgeFast Facts

Our needs in Travis 
County are urgent. We 

must ensure that we have 
adequate water resources 
for the current population 
and for generations to come, provide accessible 
transit options so that every family can get to 
work on time and figure out a way to pay for all of 
our community’s needs in a way that is fair and 
equitable. For example, we should re-examine 
tax giveaways to private corporations. Are they 
providing real community benefit or just driving up 
the tax rate of other residents? I understand how 
county government works, how it can help people 
and why it matters. 

I have been a juvenile public defender, 
an assistant county attorney, a legal aid 

attorney, a county commissioner, a teacher at 
the LBJ School of Public Affairs and the vice 
chairwoman of the Capital Area Metropolitan 
Planning Organization. As county commissioner, 
I helped lower property tax rates for seniors and 
the disabled, helped negotiate a $3.5 million 
settlement from polluters of Hamilton Pool and 
resisted tax give-aways to corporations that didn’t 
want to pay their fair share.

I will collaborate with our neighboring 
counties [on]: honestly assessing how much 

water we have and how much development that 
water can sustain, developing a regional transit 
system so that every family can afford to get to 
work on time, and making sure that our taxes are 
as low as possible and evenly distributed so that 
residential and businesses property taxpayers 
all pay their fair share. I will continue the work 
of reforming our government to make it more 
efficient, transparent and accountable. I will 
continue working to protect our air, land and water. 

Sarah Eckhardt
DEMOCRAT
www.saraheckhardt.com

I’m running for Travis 
County judge because 

we need a long-term 
plan and vision for Travis 
County. 

I have 20 years of experience of bringing 
people together and building consensus— 
I want to help bring people together at the 
county to solve our most pressing problems: 
ethics reforms, criminal justice reform, tax 
reform, transportation and protecting our 
environment. 

Travis County judge is a leadership 
position, and it requires leadership 

experience. I have more than 20 years of 
experience bringing people together to stand up 
for progressive ideals like equal pay for equal 
work, better working conditions and wages, and 
more health care for more people. 

As chairman of the Travis County Democratic 
Party, it was my duty to be inclusive, to bring 
together folks from all over the community and 
build consensus. I’m proud to have the support 
of the overwhelming majority of community 
leaders including Rep. [Lloyd] Doggett, Sen. 
[Kirk] Watson and Dr. Sarah Weddington.

I will address our biggest challenges the 
same way I mediate and solve problems 

in my law practice. I’ll bring opposing sides 
together, find what common ground they 
might have and work to build agreement and 
consensus. I believe it is important to hear from 
all stakeholders and to ignore no one. 

When it comes to things like transportation 
and criminal justice reform, we’ll have to 
bring together dozens of elected officials, 
municipalities, public employees, businesses 
and residents.

Andy Brown
DEMOCRAT
www.voteandy.com

I will provide strong, 
positive, innovative 

leadership to improve 
transportation and grow 
business that offers 
prosperity to all levels and types of work. 

As the county ‘mayor’ I will work closely 
with city and state government, reaching out 
to [neighboring] counties to ensure that we are 
informed and well-represented in transportation 
and business development endeavors. Further, I 
will communicate regularly with the community 
concerning issues, seeking solutions and 
sharing the hopes of the future of Travis County. 

I have over 30 combined years of military 
and private-sector management [as well 

as] training and experience in high-tech and 
defense industries: specifically in technical 
documentation, marketing, communications 
and advertising for large corporate and small 
businesses in Travis County. This experience 
qualifies me with a rich skill set that will aid in 
the many varied responsibilities of the county 
judge. My years of community involvement 
enable me to work across multiple entities to 
accomplish common goals. 

Transportation—It is my priority to 
improve the roads and transportation 

system, a major problem in our county that 
threatens our future growth due to strangling 
congestion.

Business development and job growth—I 
will reach out to industry leaders across the 
country to find businesses that will be the right 
fit for Travis County not simply for growth but 
to bring jobs offering a full array of employment 
opportunities for all residents.

Mike McNamara
REPUBLICAN
www.votemcnamara.com

Why are you running for 
county judge?

What qualifications do 
you have for the position?

How would you address 
the county’s biggest  
challenges?
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1. Annual Percentage Rate. Loan subject to credit approval. Homeownership and Amplify membership required; additional 
restrictions, limitations and exclusions may apply;  please contact a Amplify representative for further details. All Amplify 
loan programs, rates, terms and conditions are subject to change at any time without notice. Federally insured by NCUA.

APPLY NOW  
goamplify.com/loantoday 

512-836-5901
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according to local music blogs, including Austin Bloggy Limits, 
Austin Town Hall, Austin Writes Music and Side One Track 
One. Proceeds benefit nonprofit advocacy group Austin Music 
People. The 2013 AMP Austin Music Industry Awards and live 
music performances also take place. 8:30 p.m. $15 (at the 
door), $40 (VIP tickets). Spider House Ballroom, 2906 Fruth St. 
512-666-0717. www.austinmusicpeople.org

28 The People’s Gallery at City Hall
Artworks are placed throughout the first three floors 

of Austin City Hall. The showcase, now in its 10th year, is 
designed to feature regional artists. This year’s exhibit includes 
works from former People’s Choice winners and works in 
honor of artists who died in 2013. The works remain on display 
for a year. An opening reception takes place Feb. 28 from 6–9 
p.m. at City Hall. 8 a.m.–5 p.m. (Mon.–Fri.) Free. Austin City 
Hall, 301 W. Second St. 512-974-7700.  
www.austintexas.gov/department/peoples-gallery

March

01 through 16 
Rodeo Austin

Rated one of America’s top 10 ProRodeos, the event 
includes a carnival, Wild West show, barbecue cookoff, live 
music and rodeo events such as bareback bronc riding and 
bull riding. Musical acts at the fair include Loretta Lynn, the 
Eli Young Band, Willie Nelson and Kevin Fowler. The Star 
of Texas Fair and Rodeo is a nonprofit organization and 
donates annually to Texas youth. Various times. $20–35 
(reserved seats), $40–45 (box seats), $175 (Xtreme seats). 
Travis County Exposition Center, 7311 Decker Lane. 512-
919-3000. www.rodeoaustin.com

02 86th Annual ABC Zilker Kite Festival
Presented by ABC Home & Commercial Services 

and the Exchange Club of Austin, a nonprofit dedicated to 
the prevention of child abuse, the event sends hundreds of 
kites into the sky. The event first started in 1929. Categories 
in the kite contest include steadiest kite, smallest kite and 
most unusual kite. Pets are welcome. If it rains, the event is 
rescheduled for March 9. 10 a.m.–5 p.m. Free. Zilker Park, 
2100 Barton Springs Road. 512-448-5483.  
www.abckitefestival.com

through May 04  
Anne Frank exhibit
The Georgetown Public Library hosts the 

“Anne Frank: A History for Today” traveling exhibit 
presented by Congregation Havurah Shalom. Displays 
are presented in English and Spanish, and docent-
led tours may be scheduled online. School tours are 
available from 9 a.m.–3 p.m. Mon.–Fri. Individuals may 
visit at any time. 9 a.m.–8 p.m. (Mon.–Thu.), 9 a.m.– 
6 p.m. (Fri.), 9 a.m.–5 p.m. (Sat.), noon–5 p.m. (Sun.) 
Free. Georgetown Public Library, 402 W. Eighth St.  
512-930-3551. www.annefrankexhibitgeorgetown.com

Ongoing

Through March 02 
KidsActing presents ‘Les Miserables’
This family-friendly version of the musical is performed by the 
advanced students of kidsActing, an organization that uses 
acting as a way to help children gain communication skills 
and self-confidence. The performance is based on the novel 
by Victor Hugo. This version of the musical is directed by 
kidsActing Artistic Director Dede Clark with musical direction 
by Noel Alford. 7 p.m. (Thu., Fri. and Sat.), 3 p.m. (Sun.) $10 
(current kidsActing students), $12 (age 17 and younger), $15 
(adults). Center Stage Texas, 2826 Real St. 512-836-5437. 
www.kidsactingstudio.com

Through March 02 
Austin Shakespeare presents ‘Othello’
The Shakespearean play is the story of a general driven to 
jealousy by a commissioned officer, Iago, ending with tragic 
consequences. The play is directed by Ann Ciccolella and 
features many returning Austin Shakespeare actors. Austin 
Shakespeare seeks to bring professional-level theater 
performances to the public with a focus on the work of William 
Shakespeare. 8 p.m. (Thu., Fri., and Sat.), 3 p.m. (Sun.). $19–
$33. Long Center for the Performing Arts, 701 W. Riverside 
Drive. 512-474-5664. www.thelongcenter.org

February

27 Conspirare CD release party
The vocal chorus released its newest CD, 

“The Sacred Spirit of Russia,” on Feb. 11. The release 
party features excerpts from the new CD as well as 
commentary on the pieces provided by Artistic Director 
Craig Hella Johnson. Conspirare is composed of singers 
from throughout the U.S. 5–6:30 p.m. Free. Waterloo 
Records, 600 N. Lamar Blvd. 512-476-5775.  
www.conspirare.org

27 2013 Austin Music Blogger Awards
The event celebrates the year’s best Austin music 

CALENDAR
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04 ‘Hair’ the musical
 The performance is a rock musical set in the 1960s  

that portrays the counter-culture movement of the era. The 
score features songs including “Aquarius,” “Let the Sunshine 
In” and “Easy to Be Hard.” The musical tells the story of a group 
of hippies who oppose the Vietnam War and the military draft. 
7:30 p.m. $29–$69. Long Center for the Performing Arts, 701 W. 
Riverside Drive. 512-474-5664. www.thelongcenter.org/event/hair

07 through 16 
South by Southwest Music and  

Media Conference
The annual event is again taking over downtown Austin and 
attracting both locals and tourists to its activities. The festival 
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Brought to you by The Austin Area Kappa Kappa Gamma Alumnae Association

 Saturday, May 3 
3:30pm 

Westwood Country Club
Benefiting 

The Settlement Home for Children
For more information about the event including tickets 

and how to get involved, please visit www.austinderbyday.com

Mark your calendars for Derby Day 2014!
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Early Learners Workshops
weekly classes and one-time offerings for children 0-5 years

Engaging workshops that focus on inquiry, creativity and collaboration as a means of fostering 

a lifelong love of learning. Themes, prices and details at thinkeryaustin.org/earlylearners.

1830 Simond Ave., Austin, TX 78723 512.469.6200

21 Penn & Teller
The two renowned entertainers are bringing their 

illusionary act to Austin. The duo first teamed up in 1975, and the 
event’s website touts that the show includes “the types of tricks 
and trickery that made them famous.” 7 p.m. (doors),  
8 p.m. (show). $52–$62. The Paramount Theatre, 713 N. Congress 
Avenue. 512-474-1221. www.austintheatre.org/site/Calendar

22 Austin Book Fest
The book-signing event features 38 authors. Many 

of the authors fall under genres including young adult, 
new adult, romance and paranormal. Authors include A.L. 
Jackson, Heather Lyons, Julie A. Richman, Jack Wilder and 
Lori Otto. Attendees may bring their own books, and books 
are also available for purchase at the event. Noon–4 p.m. 
$7.50. Hyatt Regency Austin, 208 Barton Springs Road.  
www.austinbookfest.wordpress.com

28 Austin Center for Photography’s ‘Icons of 
Photography’ series

The latest speaker in the series is black-and-white 
photographer Larry Fink. Fink has been a professional 
photographer for 45 years and has had solo shows at the 
Museum of Modern Art in New York City, the San Francisco 
Museum of Art and the Musee de l’Elysee in Switzerland. 
6:30 p.m. (doors), 7 p.m. (lecture). $5–$25. AT&T Executive 
Education and Conference Center, 1900 University Ave. 512-
788-5227. www.visitacp.org/civicrm/event/info?reset=1&id=100 

28 through 29 
Austin Urban Music Festival

More than 15,000 music revelers annually converge on 
Auditorium Shores to partake in Austin’s only music festival 
focused on Afro-centric music. The festival has consistently 
provided a venue for local performers as well as international 
artists. All are welcome at the event. Times vary. Prices vary. 
Auditorium Shores, 800 W. Riverside Drive.  
www.urbanmusicfest.com  

30 Pink Martini performance
The group is a multilingual orchestra featuring 10–12 

musicians and plays music that crosses genre borders of jazz, 
classical and classic pop. The group has performed throughout 
the world and was nominated in 2000 for Song of the Year and 
Best New Artist awards at the Victoires de la Musique Awards in 
France. 6:30 p.m. (doors), 8 p.m. (show). $39.50–$54.50. Austin 
City Limits Live at the Moody Theater, 301 W. Second St.  
512-225-7999. www.acl-live.com/calendar/pink-martini-2014

30 Head for the Cure 5K
The second annual family-friendly event caters to 

all levels of attendees from the casual walker to competitive 
runner. The race includes a 5K, children’s fun run and an 
awards ceremony. Head for the Cure foundation is a nonprofit 
organization that focuses on raising awareness and funds for 
research to help fight brain cancer. Donations are accepted.  
8 a.m. (race begins). $27–$35. Camp Mabry, 2210 W. 35th St.  
816-218-6871. www.headforthecure.org/central-tx/hftc-central-tx

Sixth Annual Funky Chicken  
Coop Tour
The annual self-guided event started in 

2009 and is presented by the nonprofit Urban Poultry 
Association of Texas.

The focus of the tour is encouraging Austin residents 
to raise chickens by showcasing how coops can be 
incorporated into a person’s property. Hosts are available 
to answer any chicken-related questions.

Coops come in many different designs and compositions 
and feature a variety of poultry, including production 
hens, ducks and rare heritage chickens.

The Funky Chicken Coop Tour also highlights sustainable 
food and healthy living.

Along with the tour, the event offers a Bicycle Tour de 
Funky Chickens. The ride is in partnership with the 
Austin Cycling Association and takes riders to some 
of the coops on the tour. The group is guided by ACA 
members, and the ride starts at the tour headquarters 
at Sunshine Community Garden. Riders must register 
to participate, and rides may be canceled because of 
weather conditions.

10 a.m.–4 p.m. $12. Tour headquarters located at 
Sunshine Community Garden, 4814 Sunshine Drive. 
www.austincooptour.org

Sponsored by

Find more or submit Central Austin events at  
impactnews.com/cta-calendar.

To have Central Austin events considered for the print 
edition, they must be submitted online by the second 
Wednesday of the month.

is split into multiple categories including Film, Interactive and 
Music. Some of the events include the “Is Privacy a Right or 
an Illusion?” session, premieres of “Before I Disappear” and 
“Chef,” and musical acts such as Ghost Beach, The Orwells 
and James Iha. Various times. $650–$1,695 (badges). 
Various locations. 512-467-7979. www.sxsw.com

15 through 16 
‘Dear Penelope’

This new comedy performance is presented by Southwest 
Theatre Productions. The performance centers on four 
characters who have been sent to the basement of their 
communications building. The characters come up with a 
plan to get out of their situation. Wine and light appetizers 
are provided at each showing. 8 p.m. Free (SXSW badge 
holders), $15 (students and seniors), $18 (general admission). 
Austin Scottish Rite Theater, 207 W. 18th St. 
www.brownpapertickets.com/event/519419

19 Austin Public Library’s Construction Zone  
for Kids

The series allows participants to use their science, technology 
and art skills through hearing a story and building various 
structures. The March program features the construction of 
a newspaper fort and the story “The 13-Story Treehouse” by 
Andy Griffiths. The program is recommended for children ages 
5–10. 1:30 p.m. (home-school time), 4:30 p.m. (after-school 
time). Free. Faulk Library, 800 Guadalupe St. 512-974-7400.  
http://library.austintexas.gov 

21 through 22 
Austin Symphony Orchestra presents  

‘A Night in Mexico’
The performance features works from composers Aaron 
Copland, Carlos Chavez and Silvestre Revueltas and 
their music inspired by Mexico. The program includes 
“Paisaje Mexicano,” “Danza de Jalisco” “El salon Mexico,” 
“Chapultepec” and “Redes.” 8 p.m. $19–$56. Long Center 
for the Performing Arts, 701 W. Riverside Drive. 512-476-
6064. www.thelongcenter.org/event/a-night-in-mexico

Online Calendar
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*APR=Annual Percentage Rate. Terms and conditions apply.  

Wintertim
e Blues?

Apply today and save! 
800.749.9732 ext. 1002 

New & Used Auto Loans

1.99%
APR*

as low as

With no payment for  
90 days.  
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Nature’s Treasures
of Texas

INTERNATIONAL SPIRITUAL TEACHER, AUTHOR & ASTROLOGER 
GAHL SASSON: MARCH 21–25

OUR 8TH ANNUAL TUCSON TRUCK SALE 
SATURDAY, MARCH 8TH THRU SUNDAY, MARCH 16TH 

HOLISTIC PET FAIR: MARCH 29TH

4103 North IH-35, Austin, TX 78722 • 512.472.5015 • OPEN 7 DAYS 
Retail Store • Rock Depot • Community Event Center

Crystals • Minerals • Fossils • Jewelry  
Celtic, Pagan, Native American Items 

Books • CDs • Salt Lamps • Beads 
 Spheres • Hearts • Incense • Oils 
 Souvenirs • Obelisks • Pyramids 

 Candles • Cards • Bookends

Lapidary Supplies & Services
Interior & Exterior Rockscape

Tibetan & Crytal Bowls
Plus Much, Much More

NT ROCKS.COM

Crystals • Minerals • Fossils • Jewelry • Unique Gifts

For a FREE physician referral, or to speak with a Registered Nurse about 
your health questions 24/7, please call 1-888-868-2104, or 512.478.3627.

St. David’s Medical Center 
To register for this FREE seminar, visit stdavidsweightloss.com  

or call 888.868.2104, or 512.478.3627.

Join us for a seminar on 
Weight Loss Surgery.

Thursday, March 6th  •  6:30 - 7:30 p.m.
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Call or visit our showroom today to schedule your complimentary in-home design consultation.

austin    500 N. Lamar Blvd., Suite 180    512.441.6061    CaliforniaClosets.com/Austin  
san antonio    1111 Arion Pkwy., Suite 120    210.829.1991    CaliforniaClosets.com/San-Antonio

Creating exceptional designs for every room since 1983.
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Gourdough’s Public House

Dickson Dr.

Barton Skyway

S. Lamar B
lvd.

The Drunken Hunk has bacon-wrapped meatloaf, potato pancake, a fried egg and candied jalapeños ($12).
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Gourdough’s Public House
Southern food, doughnuts with ‘decadence’

G ourdough’s burst onto Austin’s 
food trailer scene in 2008 by 
serving its “big fat donuts” out 

of an Airstream trailer on South Lamar 
Boulevard.

Owners Ryan Palmer and Paula San-
ford added more trailers located at  
1503 S. First St. and 519 E. Seventh St. 
The owners, both real estate agents, had 
wanted to open a brick-and-mortar res-
taurant, Head Chef Jamus Reichelt said. 

It would be a place where they could 
combine Sanford’s love of Southern food 
with the trailer’s signature menu item.

Gourdough’s Public House opened 
on Halloween 2012. From the start, the 
restaurant did not serve health food.

“[How would I describe it?] Decadence. 
Gluttony. Pure excess, really. Those are the 
words I would use,” Reichelt said with a 
laugh. “Everyone loves to indulge.”

What makes a good doughnut? How it 
rises, Reichelt said. 

“Our doughnuts have been compared to 

beignets for their [texture],” he said. “They 
need to be a bit stronger to hold the things 
we put on it, or they would collapse.”

The public house developed its menu 
from Sanford’s family recipes and the 
efforts of its first head chef, Reichelt said.

Staff suggestions make up a significant 
portion of the menu, the head chef added.  

“We had wanted to do a banana bread 
doughnut, and nothing was working,” he 
said. “Finally we figured out [we should] 
mill doughnuts down to make doughnut 
flour to make the banana bread.” 

Palmer and Sanford opened the res-
taurant’s bar out of a love of craft beer 
and cocktails, Reichelt said. The bar hosts 
movie and trivia nights, and its happy 
hour takes place from 11 a.m.–6 p.m.

Gourdough’s is also working on 
expanding its lunch menu, which includes 
lighter fare such as pesto chicken and half 
entree/half salad combinations.

“The donut is still pretty much always 
the carb option,” Reichelt said.   

DINING

2700 S. Lamar Blvd.
512-912-9070
www.gourdoughspub.com
Hours: Mon.–Fri. 11 a.m.–midnight,
Sat. 10 a.m.–1 a.m.,
Sun. 10 a.m.–midnight

By Joe Olivieri
The Ron Burgundy includes Angus beef, bacon, a fried 
egg, American cheese and guacamole ($11).

Dessert doughnut options

• Big E-Z—Powdered sugar and locally 
harvested honey ($4)

• Black Betty—Blackberry filling, cream 
cheese icing, cake mix, cinnamon, 
sugar and honey butter ($4.75)

• Glory Daze—Glazed spiced apples, 
cheddar cheese and cream cheese 
filing ($5)

• Nutty Valentine—Nutella, cinnamon, 
sugar and fresh strawberries ($5.75)

• Sin-A-Bomb—Melted cinnamon 
butter, sugar and cream cheese icing 
($4.75)

• Squealing Pig—Bacon, strawberry 
jalapeño jelly, cream cheese icing and 
candied jalapeños ($5.75)

Jamus Reichelt, head chef at Gourdough’s Public 
House, stands in the restaurant’s dining room.

Doughnut meals
Gourdough’s Public House incorporates 
doughnuts into almost all of its Southern 
food-inspired dishes, Head Chef Jamus 
Reichelt said. Salads are served with 
a garlic doughnut, sandwiches and 
burgers use doughnuts in place of 
buns and the entrees are served on 
doughnuts. 

• Dirty South—Chicken-fried steak, 
potato pancake, white gravy and cran-
berry habañero jam ($12)

• Double D’s—Angus beef, bacon, egg, 
blue cheese, Buffalo sauce, red onion 
and chipotle mayonnaise ($11)

• Mother Clucker—Spicy fried chicken 
breasts and honey butter ($9)

• Phat Club—Oven-roasted turkey 
breast, bacon, ham, provolone, Muen-
ster, cilantro, tomato and garlic mayon-
naise ($10)

• Pig in the Poke—Jalapeño sausage, 
spicy mustard, pepper, onions and 
candied jalapeños ($10)

• Three Little Guidos—Brown sugar and 
cracked pepper–rubbed bacon, fresh 
basil, mozzarella, sliced tomato and 
balsamic reduction ($7)

The Squealing Pig and Nutty Valentine doughnuts  
(both $5.75) are served in Gourdough’s patio area.
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By Joe Lanane

By Peter McCradyBy Peter McCrady

1816 E. Sixth St.
512-480-0781
Twitter: @WhislersATX

2324 S. Lamar Blvd.
512-326-1499 • www.sunroomaustin.com
Hours: Mon.–Sat. 11 a.m.–6 p.m.,  
Sun. noon–5 p.m.

E. 6th St.
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Whisler’s
East Austin craft cocktail bar builds on early success

Things Celtic
Sampling of the British Isles comes to capital city

Sunroom
South Lamar Blvd. boutique features independent brands

A fter years of work at Uchi and 
various Rainey Street bars, 
Scranton Twohey is no stranger 

to the Austin nightlife scene.
Twohey utilized his past experi-

ences when opening Whisler’s, a bar on 
East Sixth Street in the former Rabbit’s 
Lounge building, which has stood since 
1917. Whisler’s, he said, has gained a 
reputation for its quality craft cocktails 
since opening in May.

“I’ve never necessarily been in the craft 
cocktail business before, so the feedback 
has been so unexpected,” Twohey said. 
“It just feels good to have an idea and see 
that idea come together.”

The transition has been made easier, 

Featuring Celtic designs and kilts 
normally seen at a Renaissance 
festival, Things Celtic seeks to 

provide a unique experience for cus-
tomers every time they walk through 
the doors.

“People can come in here and shop 
and get something they can’t get 
anywhere else,” owner Lanora David-
son said. “You can get things here that 
nobody else in Texas sells.”

Davidson said the store is the larg-
est Celtic import stores in a five-state 
region. Though Things Celtic special-
izes in imported goods from Ireland, 
Scotland and Wales, the store also car-
ries items from Canada and the U.S. 

In March the store will celebrate its 
15th anniversary. Some of the most 
popular items in the store include tra-
ditional and modern kilts, jewelry and 
other Celtic-themed accessories and 
decorations.

Things Celtic offers kilt rentals for 
weddings as well as custom-made kilts, 
budget kilts and more contemporary 
kilts made from a cotton-poly blend 
fabric with cargo pockets.

“You can wear the [contemporary 
kilts] every day. They’re washable, and 
they have pockets,” Davidson said. 
“They’re kind of the urban kilt.”

The stores sells more than 300 kilts a 
year, Davidson said, to customers moti-
vated by a variety of reasons, including 
weddings, heritage research and people 
who just like to dress up.

“Kilts are just really, really comfort-
able,” Davidson said. “[Many] men who 
try one on as a joke then walk out of the 
dressing room saying, ‘I love this.’”

Davidson said she tries to go to 

W hen it comes to the 
boutique shop Sun-
room, owner Lucy 

Jolis said it is all about quality 
and selection.

Jolis said her focus is to bring 
independent and up-and-com-
ing brands and designers to the 
public.

“I’m trying to be the first one 
to introduce Austin to these 
up-and-coming designers,” 
Jolis said.

Jolis said opening a boutique 
shop has been a goal of hers 
since she was 16. Even while 
she was working as an executive assistant 
to the CEO of a boutique hotel company, 
she created design journals and inspiration 
boards for her potential boutique store.

The store, which opened in May, has a 
beach feel with distressed wood displays 
and tall windows through which natu-
ral light pours into the shop. Apparel on 
Sunroom’s shelves includes both men’s and 
women’s clothing, jewelry, accessories and 
home goods.

The store has products from local, 
national and international designers. Two 
locally based products carried in the shop 
include the M.E. Shirley clothing line by 
Lindsey Creel and jewelry by Charlotte 
Harrigan.

“I think you can tell it’s not another 
store pushing mass-produced goods,” 
Jolis said. “You can tell there’s quality and 
craftsmanship.”

Jolis said she tries to curate a unique 
selection for her shop by not carrying prod-
ucts available elsewhere in Austin. She also 
likes to keep the store’s offerings new and 
fresh by ordering small batches of products 

he said, because of his bartenders, whose 
creativity is often showcased on the 
Whisler’s drink menu.

“I don’t feel like I am the only one 
creating on this journey,” Twohey said. 
“This is a family affair.”

As Whisler’s nears its first birthday, 
Twohey said he aims to have the bar 
break from the traditional mold seen at 
other craft cocktail bars.

“We want to walk a fine line of serving 
quality craft cocktails and volume,” he said.

Whisler’s craft cocktail drinkers 
benefit from what Twohey calls a more 
intimate setting inside, while an outdoor 
area and bar provides a more laid-back 
party scene, he said.

“That way you get to experience both 
vibes,” Twohey said.

Ireland and Scotland once per year to 
meet the people making the products 
and discover new items for her shop.

“We try to keep as many of the 
products in the store as authentic as 
possible,” she said.

Things Celtic always does a family-
friendly St. Patrick’s Day celebration 
at the store and on the business’s back 
patio, Davidson said. The event will 
include bagpipes performances.

that are only available for the time they are 
in stock.

“I think people know now that when I get 
something in, it’s not going to be around for 
long,” Jolis said. “[Designers] do a certain 
style in a certain fabric, and when it’s done, 
it’s done. When I sell out of it, I can’t order 
more of it.”

Looking ahead, Jolis said she missed the 
opportunity to order swimwear when she 
first opened the store, so she is excited to 
start carrying such items. 

“I’m enjoying it,” she said. “I keep looking 
for new designers and loving the word-of-
mouth buzz,” Jolis said. “I’m pretty happy 
with it.”

Whisler’s opened at the former Rabbit’s Lounge building.

Kilts are a popular seller at Things Celtic. 

Sunroom sells men’s and women’s clothing, accessories and more.
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BUSINESS BRIEFS

Owner Scranton Twohey calls Whisler’s indoor 
atmosphere intimate, while the outdoor bar and 
patio area is a bit more casual, he said.

1806 W. 35th St.
512-472-2358
www.thingsceltic.com
Hours: Mon.–Sat. 10 a.m.–6 p.m., 
Sun. noon–5 p.m.

W. 35th St.
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Industry ‘godmother’ establishes Austin studio 

Branded by colleagues as 
“America’s Tattoo God-
mother,” Kate Hellenbrand 

embraces her distinction as an indus-
try pioneer.

“I definitely hold my own because 
you have to in this industry,” said 
Hellenbrand, who has been tattooing 
since 1971. “I think that’s why I’m so 
respected, because I survived and I’m 
still humble—I didn’t sacrifice any bit 
of myself.”

The owner of Shanghai Kate’s Tat-
toos, open on Guadalupe Street since 
February 2013, said she screens cli-
ents before agreeing to tattoo anyone, 
an experience she considers an energy 
exchange. 
“Too many people think of them-
selves erroneously as Christmas 
trees—just put another ornament on,” 
she said.

Hellenbrand’s career path includes 
experience with industry greats Sailor 
Jerry Collins, Ed Hardy and Jack 
Rudy, who nicknamed her “Shang-
hai” Kate. 

“When Jack Rudy gives you a nick-
name, you take it,” she said.

Hellenbrand said she earned her 
“godmother” title by becoming the 

earliest-known and longest-active 
modern female tattoo artist. Working 
at the Museum of American Folk Art 
in 1971, she and Michael Malone—
a.k.a. Rollo Banks—recruited tattoo 
artists for a New York City exhibit. 

“[Tattoo artists] were considered 
scum at the time,” she said. “So they 
were so grateful we would do this 
because it actually gave them some 
legitimacy.”

After two years of watching indus-
try greats perform their craft, one 
of Malone’s clients recommended 
Hellenbrand try her hand at tattooing 
given her art school education.

“I realized that this is the magical 
tool—this is what I’ve been looking 
for,” she said.

Hellenbrand makes guest appear-
ances at panel discussions and tattoo 
shops throughout the world. She was 
also featured in the 2013 documen-
tary “Tattoo Nation.”

But between her extensive travels, 
Hellenbrand calls Austin home.

“There isn’t a town that really cher-
ishes handmade art as much as Aus-
tin,” she said. “Austin has some great 
artists, and I’m very lucky in that I get 
to call many of them my friends.”

By Joe Lanane

BUSINESS

4405 Guadalupe St.
512-551-3573
www.shanghaikates.com
By appointment only

Shanghai Kate’s TattoosNotable career highlights 1  Kate Hellenbrand works from her private studio in Austin, where 
she moved early last year to start Shanghai Kate’s Tattoos.

2  Jose Brito, a Texas A&M University Maritime Academy student 
from Corpus Christi, drove from the school to have Hellenbrand 
work on his first tattoo on his arm. Artwork shows an initial 
sketch of Brito’s tattoo.

3  4  Hellenbrand, who has been tattooing since 1971, has many 
examples of her past work available for potential clients.

5  Hellenbrand’s celebrity clientele includes Howard Stern, actor 
Casey Affleck, photographer David LaChapelle, multiple band 
members of Pearl Jam and many other musicians, actors and 
sports stars, she said.

After 43 years in the tattoo industry, Kate Hellen-
brand has gained a great deal of knowledge about 
the craft, which she considers to be the oldest of all 
arts. She has also gained much notoriety as one of 
the earliest-known modern female tattoo artists. Her 
lecture series, “From Voodoo To Vogue,” has been 
featured in Germany and at Columbia University in 
New York City. She highlights the historical roots of 
tattooing, including the early involvement of women, 
and the global appeal of body art. She has also inked 
many celebrities, including Howard Stern (at right).
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Thank you to our 
sponsors:

Benefiting Austin Smiles  
Purchase tickets at
AustinSmiles.org 
or 512.451.9300
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Austin Classical Guitar
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Austin Classical Guitar
Curriculum used by instructors worldwide

M usic curriculum developed by 
a local nonprofit is being used 
in classrooms throughout the 

world to teach students to pursue excel-
lence and be inspired by the arts.

Launched in 2008, Austin Classical 
Guitar’s curriculum is used by more than 
500 music instructors in the U.S. as well as 
Austraila and Nicaragua, Executive Direc-
tor Matt Hinsley said. Instructors can 
access material online and watch videos 
about how a classical guitar class should 
sound as students progress.

“It’s important to teach kids classi-
cal guitar for the same reason that it is 
important to teach kids any enriching 
arts subject that will engage them, help 
them to discover themselves, discover 
their passion, discover what it means to 
refine something and pursue excellence, 
give them an opportunity to be proud 
of themselves, 
perform and build 
their self-esteem,” 
Hinsley said.

Classes are 
structured in nine 
levels of advance-
ment so that children of any skill level can 
improve, Hinsley said. For example, three 
different versions of a melody are available 
for instructors to teach, with each version 
being more difficult than the last. 

ACG curriculum is taught at several 
Austin institutions, including Gardner 
Betts Juvenile Center, the Texas School for 
the Blind and Visually Impaired, Helping 
Hands Group Foster Home and in more 
than 40 schools in the Austin area. Last 
fall the nonprofit added its curriculum to 
seven elementary schools in the area, and 
ACG expects to add curriculum to 10 more 
schools this fall, Hinsley said.

“With all of our courses, we are very 
interested in long-term relationships, 
as deep of an impact as we can possibly 

achieve. One way that we have been really 
successful with that is by integrating our 
instruction into the actual curriculum of 
the school,” he said. 

At Gardner Betts, ACG teaches youths 
ages 13–17 how to play classical guitar, 
and students may receive class credit from 
Austin ISD while incarcerated. Travis 
Marcum, an ACG instructor at Gardner 
Betts, said the course gives young people a 
chance to have a positive experience with 
an instructor in a learning environment. 

“It ends up that they see success in the 
first day, and that success builds,” Marcum 
said. “They are more willing to make a 
mistake and learn from that mistake with-
out getting frustrated. They are able to take 
a little bit of criticism about their perfor-
mance, about their guitar playing or even 
their behavior and understand that we can 
fix these things and move on. That it is a 

positive thing.”
The nonprofit 

also offers teacher 
training at The 
University of Texas, 
and this summer 
the organization 

hopes to expand its teaching training pro-
grams to other cities, including St. Louis, 
San Francisco and Atlanta, Hinsley said. 

Each year, the nonprofit awards schol-
arships to high school seniors to attend 
Austin Community College. 

Francisco De La Rosa took ACG classes 
at Akins High School and received a 
scholarship in 2013 to attend Austin 
Community College to study music. De 
La Rosa hopes to become a music instruc-
tor and said ACG helped him to refine his 
knowledge and increase his confidence in 
music theory.  

“As a musician, it really just strength-
ened me,” he said. “They just gave me a 
lot of passion to be able to pursue a career 
in music.”

5900 Balcones Drive, Ste. 220
512-300-2247
www.austinclassicalguitar.org

By Lyndsey Taylor

Students perform before classical and flamenco guitarist Pepe Romero takes the stage at the Long Center 
for the Performing Arts on May 13 under the direction of Jeremy Osborne, ACG assistant director of educa-
tion. The performance was part of Austin Classical Guitar’s International Series called FlamencoAustin.
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Fast facts
• ACG curriculum is in more than 40 Austin-

area schools
• Online teaching tools are used by more 

than 500 instructors
• ACG grows its finances by about 29 per-

cent each year
• Curriculum launched in 2008
• ACG awards scholarships to students

Upcoming concerts
Austin Classical Guitar hosts concerts 
featuring professional musicians at various 
venues, including Cactus Cafe, The Para-
mount Theatre and Glad Tidings Church. 
The concerts highlight different types of 
music, including flamenco, classical guitar 
and international music. All performances 
begin at 8 p.m., and pre-show dinners take 
place at 5:30 p.m. Tickets range in price 
from $7–$67. To view the entire concert 
schedule for 2014, visit ACG’s website. 

• March 5: Flamenco guitarist Tomatito
• March 27: Flamenco and classical guitar-

ists Steve Kostelnik and Janet Grohovac  
• March 29: A preconcert dinner is hosted 

before a performance by Flamenco musi-
cians Grisha and Jerome Mouffe. 

McCallum High School’s chamber guitar en-
semble performs at an ACG International Series 
concern under the direction of Andrew Clark. 

Travis High School students perform in November 
under the direction of Susan Rosanc prior to an 
ACG International Series event.

“They just gave me a lot of 
passion to be able to pursue 
a career in music.”

—Francisco De La Rosa, scholarship recipient

314 Old Highway 183   |   Cedar Park, TX 78613
512.331.7503   |   Plushhomefabric.com

Your Austin area source for fabulous fabrics and trims, custom window treatments, upholstery, and custom bedding.

3801 S. Congress | Suite 106 | Austin, TX 78704 | 512.440.5900 | www.urbandentistry.com

NEW LOCATION 
SHOPS AT SoCo BERKSHIRE 

ANGIE BURNS, DDSAMY URBAN, DMD

SERVICES
SMILE MAKEOVERS • COSMETIC SERVICES • DENTAL 

IMPLANTS • PORCELAIN VENEERS • PREVENTIVE CARE 

PERIODONTAL TREATMENT • TOOTH-COLORED  FILLINGS  

TEETH WHITENING • CLEAR CORRECT
CROWNS & BRIDGES

 COMPLIMENTARY TEETH WHITENING
WITH YOUR NEW PATIENT EXAM

AND X-RAYS
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going to add something, it has to really be 
bringing something.”

The band’s sound has evolved since its 
formal inception, adding Halpern and an 
electric guitar to its repertoire. The new 
additions have helped the dynamic of the 
band become louder, more intense and 
allowed Hello Wheels to “cause more of a 
ruckus,” Garza said.

“[The drums] really takes it to a dif-
ferent level,” Garza said. “You feel it in 
your chest at live shows, that big heavy 
kick, and that was something I had 
missed personally.”

The band has put out a five-song EP 
and a 7-inch vinyl record spilt with 
another local band, Whiskey Shivers. 
Hello Wheels also has been working to 
put together a full-length album.

“We’ve learned a lot of things—some 
good things and some bad things,” Garza 
said. “Ultimately it’s making us stronger 
and making us focus on what we need to 
get done to release something we really 
feel awesome about.”

AUSTIN ARTS
A look at the creative culture in the heart of Austin

What’s going on

Music
• Feb. 28. East Cameron Folkcore, A. Sinclair, 

Harvest Thieves and Ben Ballinger at Scoot 
Inn. 8 p.m. $7. 1308 E. Fourth St.  
www.scootinnaustin.com

• March 2. Snorky’s Rhythm Kings at Holy 
Mountain. 9 p.m. Free. 617 E. Seventh St.  
www.holymountainaustin.com

• March 8. Phoebe Hunt at Cactus Cafe.  
8 p.m. (doors), 8:30 p.m. (show). $15–$18. 
2247 Guadalupe St. 512-475-6515.  
www.cactuscafe.org

• March 22. Protest the Hero, Battlecross, 
The Safety Fire, Intervals and Night Verses at 
Red 7. 7 p.m. $16. 611 E. Seventh St.  
http://red7austin.com

• March 28. Yonder Mountain String Band 
with The Brothers Comatose at Stubb’s Bar-
B-Q. 7 p.m. $22.50–$25. 801 Red River St. 
512-480-8341. www.stubbsaustin.com 

Performance Arts
• Ongoing through March 15. “The Crapstall 

Street Boys: A Trouble Puppet Show.” Thu.–
Sat. 8 p.m., Sun. 6 p.m. $12–$20. Salvage 
Vanguard Theater, 2803 Manor Road.  
512-573-2540. www.troublepuppet.com

• Ongoing through May 3. Zach Theatre’s 
Family Series presents “The Cat in the Hat.” 
Various times. $14–$22. Zach Theatre’s 
Kleberg Stage, 202 S. Lamar Blvd.  
512-476-0541, ext. 1. www.zachtheatre.org

• Feb. 27 through March 1. “Rouse the Un-
ruly Mob.” 8 p.m. $10–$20. The Vortex, 2307 
Manor Road. 512-478-5282.  
www.vortexrep.org

Visual Arts
• March 1. Painter Gabe Leonard reception.  

7–9 p.m. Free. Art On 5th Gallery, 3005 S. 
Lamar Blvd. 512-481-1111.  
www.arton5th.com

• March 15. “Viewfinder” photography exhibi-
tion at Gallery Black Lagoon. 2–5 p.m. Free. 
Gallery Black Lagoon, 4301 Guadalupe St.  
www.galleryblacklagoon.com

• March 21. Opening exhibition for printmaker 
Miguel Aragon. 7–11 p.m. Free. Tiny Park Art 
Space, 1101 Navasota St., Ste. 2.  
www.tinyparkgallery.com

• March 29 through May 18. “Optic Verve” 
by painter Leslie Wilkes. Various times. Free. 
Women and Their Work, 1710 Lavaca St.  
512-477-1064. www.womenandtheirwork.org

Literature
• March 4. Poets Peter Streckfus and Rob 

MacDonald reading from their works.  
6:30–8 p.m. Free. Malvern Books, 613 W. 
29th St. 512-322-2097.  
www.malvernbooks.com

• March 12. Reading and book signing for 
B.J. Novak’s “One More Thing.” 7 p.m. 
$24.95 (book and ticket). BookPeople, 603 
N. Lamar Blvd. 512-472-5050.  
www.bookpeople.com

• March 17. Book signing with Tiffany Harelik, 
author of “Trailer Food Dairies Cookbook: 
Austin Edition, Volume 3.” 7 p.m. Free. 
Barnes & Noble, 10000 Research Blvd.  
512-418-8985. http://store-locator.barne-
sandnoble.com/event/4674998

By Peter McCrady

By Peter McCrady

Gallery Black Lagoon
Art space branches out to other business  

Hello Wheels
Local folk musicians continue work on first album
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David Lujan and Singer Mayberry opened their gallery in 2010.

Hello Wheels performs Feb. 9 at Empire Control Room & Garage.

After opening an art gallery 
in the shell of a former video 
store in 2010, Gallery Black 

Lagoon owners David Lujan and Singer 
Mayberry said it feels like they found the 
perfect business mix for their space in 
Hyde Park.

“Now I think we are finally to a point 
where we can start to see more financial 
gains for ourselves and really look at the 
longevity of the place,” Lujan said.

Lujan said he wanted to open the gallery 
to give artists a place to display their work 
based on the caliber of their art rather 
than their pedigree or management.

“We just look at the artwork first and 
decide based on the image itself,” Lujan 
said.

The owners do not subscribe to any 
genre of art when considering what to 
hang on the walls, which have featured 
a mix of local and international artists. 
The gallery changes exhibitions about 
every two months.

“The biggest compliment we get from 
[artists] is just how excited they are to 
show in an actual gallery space,” May-
berry said.

Keeping still can be difficult 
once Austin band Hello Wheels 
begins belting out songs. The 

five-piece ensemble tears into tunes with 
enough energy that audience members 
often join them in dancing along.

“Lately the crowds have been blowing 
our minds,” guitarist Peter Shults said.

The band formed in 2010 after a stay at 
banjo player Nick Garza’s family ranch 
south of San Antonio. Band members had 
been jamming together before that, Garza 
said, but the time out at the ranch allowed 
them to come together as a band.
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4301 Guadalupe St.
www.galleryblacklagoon.com
Hours: By appointment

www.facebook.com/hellowheels,
www.hellowheelsmusic.bandcamp.com

EP: “Baby John the Fox”

Split 7” vinyl: “Friends 
Do Things Together”

The band’s cur-
rent lineup of the 
band includes Matt 
Bradshaw on the key-
board, trumpet and 
harmonica; Garza on 
banjo, Gary James on 
upright bass, Shults 
on guitar and Josh 
Halpern on drums.

“Since then, we’ve 
been trying to make 
fun, interesting folk 

music with lots of harmony and atypical 
arrangements for the instruments we’re 
using,” Shults said. 

Some aspects that make the band dif-
ferent from other folk groups is its use of a 
keyboard and more orchestrated arrange-
ments for their songs.

Shults said the group draws from 
their varied musical backgrounds when 
composing rather than trying to fit into a 
predetermined genre.

“It’s the music that came out,” Shults 
said. “To me the coolest thing about Hello 
Wheels is that it has pretty equal parts 
collaboration. That’s always been one of 
our creative benchmarks is — if we’re 

Looking forward into 
2014, Lujan said the gallery 
is hoping to show more solo 
and dual shows.

The gallery’s current 
exhibit—“Viewfinder”—is a 
black-and-white photography 
exhibition featuring 30 local 
photographers. Public view-
ing hours for the show are 2–5 p.m. March 
15. “Viewfinder” runs by appointment 
through April 3.

Yoga Black Lagoon and events
Diversification is what the owners 

attribute some of their success to as well.
The owners started Yoga Black Lagoon 

about two years ago, Mayberry said, with 
just a few Saturday morning classes with 
friends. But the attraction quickly grew 
as neighbors began attending classes 
regularly. Mayberry said the number of 
classes has grown to about 15 per week.

“One of the selling points for them 
coming here is getting to practice in the 
space with art,” Mayberry said. “Yoga 
and art, they seem like really comple-
mentary things.”

Lujan said the yoga studio follows the 

same “nondenominational” philosophy 
as the art gallery by offering different 
types of yoga classes.

“All of our classes are diverse across 
the board,” Lujan said.

Some of the classes on the schedule 
include Hatha, Vinyasa and Forrest yoga.

The gallery also is available as event 
space capable of hosting birthdays, 
rehearsal dinners, corporate meetings 
and community groups.



BADGE WALK-UP RATES
For those wanting to attend SXSW who 
have not yet bought badges, prices for 
badges range from $445 to $1,695 and can 
be purchased online at  
http://sxsw.com/attend.

• Education: $445
• Film: $650
• Music: $795
• Interactive: $1,295
• Gold (Interactive and Film): $1,495
• Platinum (Interactive, Film and Music): 

$1,695

FILM WRISTBANDS  
AND SINGLE TICKETS
Film wristbands grant attendees entrance 
into screenings immediately after badge 
holders. Wristbands cost $80 and can be 
purchased at Waterloo Records and the 
Marchesa Theatre, as well as at the Alamo 
Drafthouse Ritz, Slaughter Lane and 
Village locations. Tickets for screenings 
are sold at each venue if seats remain 15 
minutes before showtime.

MUSIC WRISTBANDS
With a Music wristband, attendees get 
into showcases after badge holders have 
entered. Wristbands do not get attendees 
into the Music panels, keynotes and trade 
shows. 
The first round of wristbands has sold out 
online. A second round may be available 
on-site for $189. 

For more details, visit http://wristbands.
sxsw.com.

FREE EVENTS
Foster the People will play a free show at 
the Outdoor Stage at Butler Park on March 
14.

SXSW Create is a maker and do-it-yourself 
fair at City Terrace at the Long Center 
March 7–9. 

SXSW Gaming, the video-gaming 
component of SXSW Interactive, is free 
and open to the public March 7–9 at the 
Palmer Events Center, 900 Barton Springs 
Road. SXSW Gaming is scheduled to have 
professional gaming tournaments, demos, 
workshops and on-site parties. 

For more information, visit http://sxsw.
com/free.

SOUTHBITES
SXSW will once again host a group of 
food trucks curated by chef Paul Qui. 
The 2014 lineup includes East Side King, 
Micklethwait Craft Meats, Burro Cheese 
Kitchen, Garbo’s Lobster Truck, Be More 
Pacific, Gourdough’s and Chi’Lantro.
Southbites will be located at 604 Driskill 
St. at the intersection of Red River and 
Cesar Chavez streets. 

GETTING AROUND
The city of Austin has launched www.
austintexas.gov/citystage, a hub for city 
information related to major events. The 
site includes resources for downtown 
parking, transportation and recent 
announcements.  

SXCYCLES
Platinum, Gold, Interactive, Film and Music 
registrants have access to SXcycles, a 
complimentary bikeshare program, March 
7–15. Registrants have access to a bike, 
helmet, locks, lights and a rear basket. 
The bicycles can be picked up at 98 Red 
River St.

INFORMATION

KEYNOTES  
& PANELISTS

Compiled by Joe Olivieri

SXSW chooses its programming using its  
PanelPicker system, drawing from the opinions 
of staff, an advisory panel and the voting public. 

Hugh Forrest, director of SXSW Interactive, said 
the following trends have emerged for 2014:

• “Big data” refers to processing amounts of 
data larger than what can be processed by a 
conventional personal computer. 

• The “maker”/DIY movement may refer to 
three-dimensional printing and homemade 
innovations  

• Online privacy, including metadata collection, 
surveillance and the National Security Agency  

• Wearable technology such as Google Glass 
and the Samsung Galaxy Gear

• Space exploration
• Nonprofits

2014 TRENDS

Julian Assange, Wikileaks founder
Rosario Dawson, Voto Latino chairwoman
Wendy Davis, state senator (D-Fort Worth) 
Lena Dunham, “Girls” creator and actress
Harold Ford Jr., former U.S. congressman
Richard Garriott de Cayeux, Ultima creator
Glenn Greenwald, columnist, The Guardian
Joi Ito, MIT Media Lab director
Wendy Kopp, Teach for America founder
Rod Paige, former U.S. Secretary of Education
Jeffrey Tambor, actor, “Arrested Development”

DOWNTOWN ROAD CLOSURES

Austin Kleon Adam Savage

Neil deGrasse 
Tyson

Chelsea 
Clinton

Anne Wojcicki

Gene Austin, BazaarVoice CEO
Joshua Baer, Capital Factory founder
Juanita Budd, Austin Free-Net executive director
Meria Carstarphen, Austin ISD superintendent
Matt Chasen, uShip founder and CEO
Francisco Cigarroa, former The University of 
Texas chancellor
Mando Rayo, “Austin Breakfast Tacos” author
Richard Rhodes, Austin Community College 
president
Mark Strama, head of Google Fiber in Austin

LOCAL VOICES

SXSPORTS
SXSW will introduce SXsports, a sports 
component, from March 7–9. Participants can 
attend panels with a Film or Interactive badge.
Panelists include: 

• Bill Simmons, editor-in-chief, Grantland.com
• Blogger Nate Silver, FiveThirtyEight.com
• Kliff Kingsbury, Texas Tech University head 

football coach 

ROADS WITH SECTIONS CLOSED 
MARCH 7–16
Neches Street Red River Street
Sabine Street Rio Grande Street
Trinity Street San Jacinto Street
West Sixth Street West Fourth Street

ROADS WITH SECTIONS CLOSED 
MARCH 11–16
Brushy Street East Fifth Street
Nueces Street Red River Street
West Third Street San Marcos Street

ROAD CLOSURES, LOCAL ACCESS
Rainey Street area: 6 p.m. to 3 a.m. 
March 7–11, noon to 3 a.m. March 12–16
East Second and Third streets:  
closed 7 a.m. March 7 to 3 a.m. March 16
Rio Grande and West Fourth streets:  
9 a.m. March 7 to 3 a.m. March 16

LANE CLOSURES
Congress Avenue West Fifth Street
East Eighth Street West Third Street
East Seventh Street East Ninth Street 
Lavaca Street Red River Street

POSSIBLE ROAD/SAFETY CLOSURES
300 Block West Second Street, Guadalupe Street to Lavaca Street
100 Block East Sixth Street, Brazos Street to Congress Avenue

2
0
1
4EDUCATION. FILM. INTERACTIVE. MUSIC. MARCH  7—16.

The 2014 South by Southwest Conferences and Festivals will take 
place March 7–16 in downtown Austin.

The conference, which draws innovators and business leaders 
from throughout the world, is the largest event the city of Austin 
hosts. Last year’s official events generated $218 million for the local 
economy, according to economic development firm Greyhill Advisors.

This year, SXSW has added a sports component, SXsports. 

It has also scheduled a technology and innovation “maker fair” called 
SXSW Create, Interactive Director Hugh Forrest said.

SXSW has attracted big names to deliver its keynote speeches. This 
year’s speakers at the Interactive conference are: Clinton Foundation 
Vice Chairwoman Chelsea Clinton, author Austin Kleon (“Steal Like 
an Artist”), “Mythbusters” co-host Adam Savage, astrophysicist Neil 
deGrasse Tyson and 23andMe CEO Anne Wojcicki. 

To learn more, visit www.sxsw.com.

Road Closures
Lane Closures
Road Closures with Valet
Possible Road/Safety Closures TBA
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YOUR FAVORITE TEX-MEX IS CATERING WEDDINGS 
SO YOU CAN FALL IN LOVE ALL OVER AGAIN.

     512-771-2220   LAILA@MAUDIES.COM      WWW.MAUDIES.COM

SUNDAY MORNINGS 
11:30AM ON THE CW AUSTIN

They’re local. 
They write their own songs…

SXSW Interactive has grown from a 
staff of about four people in the late 
2000s to include about 25 people 
currently. Director Hugh Forrest said the 
Interactive portion of the conference was 
the smallest part of the SXSW family of 
events for a long time, but he credits the 
growth of social media and startups, as 
well as Twitter’s essential launch at the 
conference in 2007, for putting SXSW 
Interactive on a growth curve. This 
year, about 3,200 presentations were 
proposed for Interactive. There will be 
about 800 total sessions at this year’s 
Interactive conference March 7–11. 

Hugh Forrest
SXSW Interactive conference director

By Brett Thorne

Hugh Forrest is the director of the annual South by Southwest Interactive conference, 
scheduled for March 7–11, in Austin. This event brings together more than 30,000 digital 
creatives from throughout the United States and around the world. These guests are able 
to attend five days of panels, presentations, brainstorming, networking, deal-making, 
socializing, creating, innovating and fun. Forrest majored in English at Kenyon College 
in Gambier, Ohio. Before joining the SXSW team, he founded a small alternative publica-
tion called The Austin Challenger and wrote for several other newspapers. 

What’s new at SXSW this year?
We have lot of new stuff this year, as we 

try to do every year. Some of the new stuff 
we have for 2014: We have added a more 
formal awards ceremony for our accelera-
tor pitch competition. This is the pitch 
competition for startups within the event. 
So we now have an awards ceremony, 
which will just make it a little bit easier for 
folks to identify the winners. We’ve also 
added a gaming awards competition and 
ceremony. That’ll occur March 8 at the 
Long Center. As with most of our gaming 
stuff, that is community-focused, meaning 
that it’s free. Another community event 
that we are changing a little bit for 2014 is 
this thing we call SXSW Create, which is 
sort of our mini version of a Maker Fair. 
We are moving Create to the terrace of the 
Long Center. The last thing I’ll mention is 
that we’ve added a track of sports pro-
gramming for 2014. 

Do you have any tips for someone 
who is submitting a proposal of 
a panel for SXSW Interactive and 
wants to get in? What works? 

The tips that I have are to try to make 
the proposal as straightforward as possible. 
Consider the context that there are 3,000 
other proposals. So we’ll get a proposal 
that will be something totally abstract 
like ‘Beyond the Fence.’ If you’re looking 
at 3,000 proposals—whether you’re an 
advisory board person or staff—when you 
see ‘Beyond the Fence,’ it doesn’t tell you 
anything. You’re going to move on. We 

also try to counsel people to be as specific 
and focused as possible. Depth is much 
better than width. That’s a factor of the 
event because we’ve got 600 or 700 total 
sessions. You don’t need to explain social 
media A–Z in your panel. Pick one small 
aspect of it— ‘Why Soccer Moms Aren’t 
Using Pinterest Anymore’—and focus on 
that as opposed to everything. 

How do companies benefit from 
being in SXSW? 

In our best days, something like SXSW 
Interactive brings together a lot of media, 
first-adopters, trendsetters … people who 
push the envelope. So for a company like 
Pinterest, coming to SXSW, even after 
they’ve been out for a while, it’s a great way 
to get their message to these early adopters 
with a lot of social media who will get this 
message out. 

Does that put extra pressure on 
event organizers? 

Yes. Certainly our tipping point in 
the growth we’ve enjoyed is 2007, when 
Twitter essentially launched at SXSW. 
That’s helped us grow so much so that 
many startups want to come to SXSW 
and be the next Twitter. So many ven-
ture capitalists want to come to SXSW, 
discover the new Twitter before it’s 
Twitter. It’s been a great blessing. It has 
also, however, I would say, to your point, 
become somewhat of an albatross. There 
were 10 stories like this in 2013 and 
there will be 10 more in 2014, ‘There’s 
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no new Twitter at SXSW this year.’ Sure, 
that’s a fair enough criticism, although 
I would say the context of that is that in 
2007 we had no idea Twitter was going 
to be Twitter. There may be something 
that was released at SXSW 2013 that 
two years later we’ll look back on and 
go ‘Wow, that’s great. We knew that was 
going to be big.’ But in fact, we don’t. 

Any predictions on big companies, 
ideas or trends we’ll be talking about 
this year? 

I’ll say in the big picture—nothing 
groundbreaking or earth-shattering 
here—but what I think will be one of the 
biggest trends out of Interactive this year, 
and we’re seeing it everywhere, is wear-
able technology. We’re seeing more smart 
watches develop. We’re seeing Google 
Glass. We’re on the tip of the iceberg in 
terms of the kinds of changes we’ll see 
within this wearable technology space in 
the next three years or five years. 

Are there any must-see events at 
SXSW Interactive this year? 

It’s all must-see. Certainly a big area 
of focus for 2014, in light of what we 
know from this past summer is pri-
vacy, surveillance, [National Security 

Agency] and PRISM. We have a lot of 
programming focused on that. Glenn 
Greenwald will be part of the event. He 
is the journalist who broke most of the 
Snowden stuff. I think that the Snowden 
stuff from last summer was a reminder 
to those of us—myself included—who 
were very idealistic about this technol-
ogy and all the power of social networks, 
that there is a very dark side to this stuff 
as well, which continues to need to be 
investigated and looked at and thought 
about and viewed.  

Hugh Forrest, director of the South by Southwest Interactive Conference, said privacy and surveillance 
will be two of the hottest topics at this year’s event, which is held March 7–11. 

#SXSWOnTheRise
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development and improvements.
“It’s exciting, it’s painful, but I think what 

happens, once it’s complete, you’ll have a 
whole new area of opportunities—new resi-
dences, new businesses and new access—I 
think that the short-term pain, at whatever 
level you experience it at, really has this 
great return over the next 30 years.”

Downtown streets
The city of Austin has renewed its focus on 

repairing and maintaining downtown roads 
to help improve traffic flow. City officials are 
increasing their goal of street maintenance 
from 80 to 85 percent of the streets at a level 
of satisfactory or better, Lazarus said. About 
five years ago, the city found about 70 per-
cent of the roads met that standard. Lazarus 
said streets downtown mirror the condition 
of the streets throughout the city.

The Public Works Department works on 
10 percent of the road network every year, 
so in 10 years, all of the city’s roads will 
have had some sort of preventive mainte-
nance, Lazarus said. According to the Pub-
lic Works Department’s 2013 annual report, 
the department applied preventative main-
tenance treatments to more than 875 lane 
miles of streets. There are about 7,498 total 
lane miles in the city of Austin, according to 
the annual report.

“Really, some streets take more to main-
tain, but we have a pretty robust program 

for improving streets in the downtown and 
maintaining them as well,” Lazarus said. 

In some ways, streets are a lot like people, 
Alexander said. As they age, she said, more 
things need to be fixed as they break or 
wear down.

“Things just wear out, and it’s just part of 
use and it’s part of loving a place and it’s part 
of being a good steward,” Alexander said.

But not all the construction happening to 
streets downtown is caused by the city, Laza-
rus said. Some lane closures stem from pri-
vate development throughout the city’s core.

“All of that work is being done in concert, 
and it’s all being done for the economic ben-
efit of the city,” Lazarus said.

Alexander said construction downtown, 
both public and private, has a real impact on 
pedestrians and businesses.

“In the midst of construction, there’s 
always grief,” Alexander said. “As good as 
any construction company wants to be in 
making sure businesses are not impacted, 
the visual impact to a pedestrian or end-
user certainly is there. You may choose to 
walk across the street or drive to another 
location.”

In the end, Lazarus said, the goal is always 
to improve transportation and downtown as 
a whole.

“There are a lot of things that drive street 
work. Some of them are public projects, 
some of them are private,” Lazarus said. “But 
they all work in concert to improve circula-
tion and provide a healthier and more eco-
nomically robust downtown.”

Construction
Continued from | 1
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Austin officials said part of the cost 
of the city’s growth is increased 
construction. Road work is the 
result of private development and 
public improvements. The Public 
Works Department works on 10 
percent of the city’s road network 
each year, so in 10 years all of the 
city’s roads will have had preventive 
maintenance. The map also shows 
some of the private developments 
that have resulted in lane closures 
throughout downtown.

This map is not comprehensive

Source: City of Austin
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Radiology at ARA -
For your life and your lifetime
Today’s radiology is nothing short of amazing, examining the 

body in gentle, non-invasive ways and offering minimally 

invasive alternatives to traditional surgeries. 

ARA offers CT, mammography, MRI, x-ray, PET/CT, nuclear 

radiology and molecular imaging, ultrasound and much more. 

Whether you visit us for a routine screening, a diagnostic scan 

or an image-guided therapeutic procedure, you can count on 

our expert medical doctors to do their very best for your life 

and your lifetime.

Andrew C. Reifsnyder, MD

ARA Musculoskeletal Radiology

      Scheduling (512) 453-6100                                                                                                www.ausrad.com
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Downtown road construction

Fairmont Hotel  
A 50-story project that is 
expected to have about 
1,000 rooms

Block 51  
A mixed-use development 
that will have office, resi-
dential and retail space

Capital Studios  
A project to build an 
efficiency-style, affordable 
apartment building
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One of Austin’s most iconic streets 
also could be seeing some changes. 
The city has plans to renovate and 
repair the nightlife district of down-
town East Sixth Street between I-35 
and Congress.

“Sixth Street has been for so many 
years our international brand,” Alex-
ander said. “It is still on the minds of 
many people, not unlike what Bour-
bon Street is to New Orleans. It is 
what people know about us before 
they come.”

Lazarus said some problems with 
the street include the failing street 
pavement and sub-grade, uneven 
sidewalks, a small stormwater drain 
system and telecom lines that need 
upgraded.

Alexander said the street serves 
multiple functions throughout the 
day and thus has its own complex 
economy. One goal of the renova-
tions is to make the street more ame-
nable to other types of businesses 
such as retail.

Possible plans for the street call for 
turning Sixth Street into a festival 
street—meaning the removal of tra-
ditional sidewalks in place of 12-foot-
wide sidewalks, a bike lane, two driv-
ing lanes and two parking lanes. One 
of the parking lanes could be open to 
traffic during peak hours. Because the 
road could be reconstructed without 
curbs and with retractable bollards, 

the whole street could be closed down 
for events, and better accommodate 
multiple configurations and uses.

The project could cost a total of  
$19 million, according to the city.

One of the biggest concerns about 
the renovations comes from the effect 
construction would have on busi-
nesses. An alternate plan put for-
ward by the Pecan Street Merchants 
Association, a volunteer group of 
Sixth Street business owners, calls for 
10-foot-wide sidewalks, two lanes of 
traffic and head-in, angled parking.

“It would be incredible to both con-
tract and execute this project such 
that it’s on a block-by-block or even 
half-block by half-block basis so that 
it does minimize the impact to busi-
nesses,” said Tim League, owner and 
founder of Alamo Drafthouse Cin-
ema, which has a location downtown 
on East Sixth Street. “That can be 
very, very challenging.”

Over the next few months, Lazarus 
said he and his staff will present some 
preliminary plans to the city man-
ager to make sure public works staff 
understand the full scope of the task 
and then go back to stakeholders.

Capital Metro launched its bus-
rapid transit service MetroRapid Jan. 
26. To help the buses stay on schedule 
through downtown, the city created 
transit priority lanes, or TLPs, for the 
new service. The lanes run on Gua-
dalupe and Lavaca streets from Cesar 
Chavez Street to Martin Luther King Jr. 
Boulevard.

Spillar said Guadalupe and Lavaca 
were chosen for the lanes because they 
are major roads that pass through the 
core of downtown. Spillar said when 
other bus routes get moved to Lavaca 
and Guadalupe, there will be about 65 
buses per hour traveling at peak hours. 

“We don’t really have any other arte-
rials that go all the way through, and 
for buses, that’s really important,”  the 
city’s transportation director said. 

Because the lanes are a new feature 
in the city, Spillar said he and his staff 
understand it will take time for the 
public to become acclimated to the 
new lanes. 

For drivers navigating the TPLs, 
Spillar said to turn right, cars need to 

merge into the priority lane so the turn 
can be made safely. A vehicle is allowed 
to merge into the priority transit lane 
as soon as a driver enters the block in 
which he or she intends to turn.

Cyclists have somewhat similar rules 
for managing the lanes and buses. Spil-
lar said there are two reasons for hav-
ing a bike lane to the right of the buses. 
The city did not want parking activity 
to the right of the transit lane, and offi-
cials wanted to provide a safer place for 
bikes to travel.

At intersections where the bike 
lane does not go through, Spillar 
said cyclists should merge with the 
bus lane when. If a bus is stopped, 
cyclists should go around the left 
side of the bus, he said, to the front of 
the traffic line where there is a green 
box—a safety design that puts more 
space between cyclists and motor-
ists. Cyclists can then move through 
the intersection faster, Spillar said.

For more information on the priority 
transit lanes and how they work, visit 
www.austintexas.gov/prioritylanes.

Sixth Street improvement plans Transit priority lanes
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Do you support a $19 million proposal to make 
downtown East Sixth Street into a festival street?

Take the poll online at  
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Data from Austin-based HomeAway Inc., 
the world’s largest vacation rental market-
place, suggests the Austin STR market grew  
8 percent in the past year. On the other hand, 
rising property values, strict regulations and 
a housing inventory shortage have made it 
difficult for Austin’s B&B industry to grow, 
said Liz Lock, who alongside her husband, 
Eric C. Hughes, operates Adams House Bed 
and Breakfast in Hyde Park.

The increase in STRs so far has not hin-
dered business at Adams House, a 103-year-
old house converted into a B&B in Janu-
ary 1998. In fact, occupancy is at record 
highs, Lock said. But as short-term rentals 
gain momentum, the couple said new B&B 
options are less likely to enter the market.

“Starting a B&B can be financially out of 
reach for a new innkeeper today,” she said. 
“We were fortunate enough to go into a fam-
ily-owned business, or we would have never 
been able to do this.”

Short-term alternative
Austin B&Bs are unlikely to be replaced 

by STRs, Rasmussen said, although his 
industry is in growing demand. HomeAway 
has 1,114 Austin STRs listed in its network 
registry  versus 29 bed-and-breakfasts. 

“I don’t think the appeal of [B&Bs] is ever 
going to go away,” he said. “[But] there’s 
a different appeal to traveling and having 
your own private place with kitchen and 

laundry—it’s your home away from home.”
A standard two- to three-bedroom 

STR typically costs $250 per night in Aus-
tin, according to HomeAway. Conversely, 
Adams House B&B has rooms available 
nightly for $139–$179.

The ordinance regulating STRs was 
amended in September to include stipula-
tions for multifamily units such as con-
dominiums, and council also updated the 
law so owners may occupy units during 
rentals—but B&B owners must live on-
site. In addition, STR permitting costs were 
decreased from $485 to $285 annually. 

The initial 2012 rollout of the Austin ordi-
nance may have suffered in part because of 
the higher permitting fee, said Matt Curtis, 
HomeAway director of governmental rela-
tions. HomeAway and the city have each 
created programs to educate potential rent-
ers of the permitting process.

“The success of the rollout is very essen-
tial, and the [number of STRs] may have 
suffered because of that,” he said. “However, 
people are still registering, and city staff has 
done a good job of educating the commu-
nity. I’m confident in the long run the pro-
gram will be very successful.”

As part of the city ordinance revisions 
that became official Jan. 1, owners may 
promote a potential rental before seeking 
a permit from the city, making programs 
such as HomeAway’s pay-per-booking sys-
tem attractive to renters uninterested in 
paying annual subscription fees to join an 
online booking service. However, there is 

no method to confirming renters follow 
through with the permitting process after 
booking guests, Curtis said.

“When you think about how hyperlocal 
the rules are around the world and how dif-
ficult it is to define some of the nuances of the 
rules and how often rules change, it makes it 
very difficult for an online listing service like 
ours to be able to truly police,” he said. 

Coming into compliance
Matthew Christianson, division manager 

for Austin’s Code Compliance Department, 
said demand for STRs is on the rise as the 
city adds new events each year.

“The number of short-term rentals in the 
market a few years ago was really small,” said 
Christianson, who has more than 20 years of 
experience in city code enforcement. “People 

Rentals
Continued from | 1

Austin property 
owners should check 
city regulations to 
learn if they qualify 
for a short-term 
rental permit before 
booking any guests. 

COMING INTO COMPLIANCE

Non-owners  
(long-term rentals)

Only property 
owners allowed to 

pull STR permit

Only property 
owners allowed to 

pull STR permit

Only property owners 
allowed to pull STR permit

Type 1  STR 
(owner-occupied)

Yes, as long as 
owner  is present at 
least 50% of time

Yes, as long as 
partial unit rented to 
one party of guests

None

Type 2 STR 
(non-owner 

occupied)

Yes, as long as 
owner  is  present 
less than 50% of 

time

No, entire non-
owner occupied unit 

must be rented

Yes, 3% cap on rentals 
enforced per census tract, a 
small area averaging 4,000 

inhabitants

Type 3 STR 
(multifamily units 

such as condos)
Allowed

No, entire 
multifamily unit must 

be rented 

Yes, 3% cap per property,  
3% per building; 25% cap 

per property, 25% per 
building in commercially 

zoned areas only

Bed-and-breakfast
Innkeeper required 

to live on-site
Yes, but on-site 

residence required None

Source: City of Austin Code Compliance Department

Are there limits on the  
number of rentals per area?

Am I allowed to rent 
my full unit?

Am I allowed to rent 
part of my unit?

1-888-864-I CAN (4226)   •   www.TexasOncology.com/Austin

HOW TEXANS FIGHT CANCER.

When Glen was diagnosed with colon cancer, he wanted to fi ght it full force. “I chose Texas Oncology because they had all the latest and greatest 

technology. They used what worked best for my type of cancer, and it was easier than I thought — the treatments only lasted 15 minutes each.” 

Today, Glen is back to his regular life and feeling great.

AUSTIN  •  ROUND ROCK  •  SAN MARCOS

Fought his colon cancer with the Varian 2100EX Linear Accelerator                

Glen Minton, colon cancer patient
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with an 
arsenal of 
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technology
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were a bit leery when we started licensing 
short-term rentals, but it’s becoming more of 
an accepted regulatory practice that is not that 
expensive when you look at the cost of return.”

STRs are most popular just south of Lady 
Bird Lake, where six Census tracts, or geo-
graphic areas averaging 4,000 people, have 
already reached their annual limit on the num-
ber of non-owner occupied units for rent. 

Because property owners can now promote 
their property before gaining a permit, Chris-
tianson said the amount of listings on websites 
such as HomeAway do not necessarily reflect 
the actual number of active city STRs—per-
mitted or otherwise. In total, the city has 
received 181 complaints about short-term 
rental properties, according to city records. 

“We don’t have the staff to focus on every 

ad we see, but we are constantly checking,” 
he said. “If you have a website with calen-
dars set up and reviews saying thanks, and 
you don’t have a license—that’s probably a 
good indicator you’re operating illegally.”

Chareen Fisher, a property manager and 
owner of TopTripRentals.com, recommends 
going through the permitting process prior 
to advertising any property for rent to ensure 
a permit is in hand before guests arrive.

“If you go down [for a permit] the week 
before SXSW because you have guests com-
ing, you may not get in on time,” she said. 

Approximately one-quarter to nearly one-
half of all STRs are handled by property 
managers, according to HomeAway national 
survey results. Fisher said her focus has been 
on getting permits for multifamily units that 
previously had no code stipulations, but 
regulations at many condos limit the new 
multifamily market’s growth, she said.

Doubling as a manager and owner of rental 
units, Fisher said the city has so far shown a 
strong ability to spot non-permitted STRs.

“I’ve been surprised. I thought it’d be more 
complicated and nobody would really know 
what’s going on, but it hasn’t been that way,” 
Fisher said. “They’ve been good.”

B&B rebound
Part-time work equals part-time pay in 

the B&B industry, said Hughes, who, in 
addition to his duties at Adams House, dou-
bles as an Austin musician.

“To be at the level we want to be at, we 
have to work full-time,” he said. “We always 

try to make ourselves available, even if it’s 
just to answer the phone.”

Herb Dickson, who from 1990 to 2005 
ran the former Woodburn House Bed and 
Breakfast in Hyde Park, said innkeeper 
duties are more work-intensive than most 
retirees prefer. He estimates the average 
B&B innkeeper lasts seven to eight years 
before the property exchanges hands.

“A lot of times when owners get ready to 
sell properties, it’s hard to sell a bed-and-
breakfast as a bed-and-breakfast,” he said. 
“A lot of times they sell them as a personal 
home and not a bed-and-breakfast,” includ-
ing the Woodburn House, which sold last. 

Adams House is in the process of expand-
ing its private living quarters so Lock and 
Hughes can have more space while still liv-
ing on the property. Christianson said there 
are more regulations on B&Bs because they 
have a business model similar to hotels.

“It’s a matter of what business model 
you’re choosing,” Christianson said.

Adams House, granted historical land-
mark status by the city in 2010, now stands 
out as the only remaining bed-and-breakfast 
in Hyde Park, a neighborhood that once 
included three B&Bs in a six-block radius.

“Running a bed-and-breakfast is exciting, 
and it’s also hard work,” Lock said. “We want 
it to be more than a home away from home 
for our guests.”

Austin has set a standard for licensing 
short-term rental properties. 

The following steps must be completed 
in person:

PERMITTING  
SHORT-TERM RENTALS

PERFECTING THE PROCESS

Find related stories at impactnews.com. Keyword Search

short-term rentals, STR, hotels, SXSW

1. Complete an application

2. Submit the following items to city:

• $285 fee ($235 annual licensing fee + 
$50 notification fee)

• Proof of property insurance
• Proof of payment of hotel occupancy 

taxes
• Certificate of occupancy or certified 

inspection 

3. Allow 3–5 business days for 
processing and approval

4. City ordinance requires permit 
numbers to be posted with all rental 
advertisements; the operating license 
and short-term rental information 
packet must also be present in the 
rental property

“You have to physically go to the Code 
Compliance Department, sit down 
with someone, talk to them and fill out 
a bunch of paperwork. They’re talking 
about doing registrations online, but 
they just don’t have the bandwidth 
right now. If I could wave a magic 
wand, that’s one thing I’d like to see 
changed.”

—Joel Rasmussen, Austin Rental 
Alliance founder

“It’s challenging for us because folks 
have the ability to advertise a short-
term rental without actually having it 
active. Council put that in place so 
folks could test the waters, so the 
number of listings online may or may 
not be an indicator of active short-
term rentals in Austin.”

—Matthew Christianson,  
division manager for Austin’s Code 
Compliance Department
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Sponsored by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 

      Are you
uninsured?

Learn about 
affordable health 
insurance options. 

You can get free in-person help  
with a trained professional.   
Sign up for a plan that fits you,  
your family and your budget.

Where:    6800 Westgate Blvd., Suite 110
                        Austin, TX   78745
When:      Mon - Fri,   8am -8pm
                        Sat,  10am-6pm
       Contact us at  512-534-0802
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Featured Neighborhood
Brentwood

Build-out year: 1949

Home values: $277,000–$649,000

HOA dues (estimated): None

Amenities: Accessible from Burnet Road and North 
Lamar Boulevard, transit services available

Nearby attractions: Wall of Welcome, Brentwood Park, 
Threadgill’s, North Loop district

Property taxes (in dollars):

Austin ISD 1.242000 
City of Austin 0.502700 
Travis County 0.494600 
Travis County Central Health 0.129000 
Austin Community College District 0.094900 
 
Total (per $100 of value) 2.463200

Market Data provided by 
Josh Center

REATX Real Estate
512-236-8838

REAL ESTATE

Homes on the market (As of 2/18/2014)

Featured homesOverview

Annual home sales (As of 2/18/2014)

No. of homes for sale 18

No. of homes under contract 9

Average days on the market 16

No. of homes sold 128

Square footage (low/high) 708 sq. ft. / 2,996 sq. ft.

Selling price (low/high) $350,000 / $649,000
45th St.
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Justin Ln.

Koenig Ln.

3 Bedroom / 2 Bath 1,992 sq. ft. $499,000
Agent: Courtney Oldham  512-809-5495

5400 Sunshine Drive

3 Bedroom / 3 Bath 2,389 sq. ft. $649,000
Agent: Claude Smith  512-657-3981

5307 Aurora Drive

3 Bedroom / 2 Bath 988 sq. ft. $350,000
Agent: Connie Fuller  512-876-4256

1414 North St.

3 Bedroom / 3 Bath 2,387 sq. ft. $615,000
Agent: Samantha Hale  512-771-4681

1405 W. 51st St.
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www.pluginaustin.com // A City of Austin Program
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Recent Property Listings
ZIP code Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Price Sq. ft. Agent Agency Phone

78701 Condo 210 Lavaca St., Unit 1811 2br/2ba $899,900 1,423 Kevin Burns Urbanspace 512-848-8722

78701 West Ave Condominiums 1704 West Ave., Unit 304 1br/1ba $245,000 786 Wendy Sutherland Realty Austin 512-947-9771

78702 Chernosky M E 405 Pedernales St. 2br/1ba $240,000 880 Tomas Corzo Keller Williams Realty 512-567-4509

78702 College Heights 1900 Hamilton Ave. 2br/1ba $265,000 738 Leteshia Finley Keller Williams Realty 512-228-9919

78702 Homewood Heights 1186 Oakgrove Ave. 5br/2ba $300,000 1,158 Shavonne Martin Keller Williams Realty–RR 512-786-7660

78703 Bello Vista 2501 Velasquez Drive 5br/4ba $2,000,000 5,400 Camille Abbott Amelia Bullock, Realtors 512-529-1299

78703 Brykerwoods 3000 Beverly Road 4br/2ba $565,000 1,989 Mike Conner Stanberry & Associates 512-785-7490

78703 Enfield Townhomes 2605 Enfield Road, Unit 102 2br/2ba $229,900 1,000 Kimberly Fry Keller Williams Realty 512-851-3021

78704 3505 Villa Court Condos 3505 Villa Court, Unit 11 3br/3ba $499,000 1,761 Richard Caprioli Turnquist Partners, Realtors 512-294-8968

78704 Akoya Condo 2200 Dickson Drive, Unit 128 1br/1ba $184,000 736 Taylor Winn Keller Williams Realty 512-971-1540

78704 Chasewood 1804 Blue Crest Drive, Unit A 2br/1ba $275,000 800 Jan Moreland Moreland Properties 512-694-0494

78704 Chasewood 1800 Blue Crest Drive, Unit A 2br/1ba $285,000 800 Jan Moreland Moreland Properties 512-694-0494

78704 Chasewood 1806 Blue Crest Drive, Unit A 2br/1ba $285,000 800 Jan Moreland Moreland Properties 512-694-0494

78704 Chasewood 1804 Blue Crest Drive, Unit B 2br/1ba $295,000 800 Jan Moreland Moreland Properties 512-694-0494

78704 Chasewood 1808 Blue Crest Drive, Unit A 2br/1ba $295,000 800 Jan Moreland Moreland Properties 512-694-0494

78704 Chasewood 1802 Blue Crest Drive, Unit A 2br/1ba $300,000 800 Jan Moreland Moreland Properties 512-694-0494

78704 Chasewood 1800 Blue Crest Drive, Unit B 2br/1ba $305,000 800 Jan Moreland Moreland Properties 512-694-0494

78704 Chasewood 1806 Blue Crest Drive, Unit B 2br/1ba $305,000 800 Jan Moreland Moreland Properties 512-694-0494

78704 Chasewood 1808 Blue Crest Drive, Unit B 2br/1ba $305,000 800 Jan Moreland Moreland Properties 512-694-0494

78704 Faulk Henry 606 Fletcher St. 4br/3ba $899,900 3,434 Cristina Murphey Keller Williams Realty 512-809-1107

78705 Texan Tower Condo 2505 San Gabriel St., Unit 210 2br/2ba $329,900 1,251 Moe Alsharif Keller Williams Realty 210-860-8010

78723 University Hills 6907 Bryn Mawr Drive 3br/1ba $239,900 1,446 Andy Allen Keller Williams Realty 512-785-0496

78723 Windsor Park 5300 Old Manor Road 3br/1ba $199,000 1,179 Patrick Eitel Keller Williams–Lake Travis 512-293-9124

78731 Dry Creek West Condo 3839 Dry Creek Drive, Unit 117 1br/1ba $106,500 545 Joy Herring RE/MAX 1 512-659-2386

78731 Northwest Hills 4703 Westslope Circle 4br/3ba $799,950 3,683 Karen Bodiford J.B. Goodwin, Realtors 512-507-6531

78731 Vista West 7500 Valburn Drive 4br/3ba $775,000 2,806 Margaret Parma Capital City Sotheby's Realty 512-632-9519

78751 Highlands 5516 Duval St., Unit B 2br/2ba $329,700 850 Christi Davidson Keller Williams Realty 512-794-6770

78751 Shadow Lawn 3816 Duval St. 3br/2ba $799,000 2,400 William Loeb Spencer Properties 512-560-1758

78756 Skyland Terrace 5400 Sunshine Drive 3br/2ba $499,000 1,992 Courtney Oldham Keller Williams Realty 512-809-5495

78757 Reservoir Heights 912 Romeria Drive 4br/2ba $439,900 2,385 Richard Olesch Realty Austin 512-919-2975

ZIP code guide
78701 Downtown
78702 East/Central
78703 West Austin
78704 South/Central
78705 West and North Campus
78722 Cherrywood
78723 East/North
78731 Northwest/Central
78751 Hyde Park
78756 Brentwood 
78757 Burnet Road/Anderson Lane

210 Lavaca St., Unit 1811

1806 Blue Crest Drive, Unit B

5516 Duval St., Unit B

Market Data provided by 
the Austin Board of Realtors

On the market  (January 2014)
Number of homes for sale/Average days on market

Price Range 78701 78702 78703 78704 78705 78722 78723 78731 78751 78756 78757

Less than $149,999 1/61 - - 4/58 2/13 - 2/63 1/133 2/92 1/1 10/45

$150,000–$199,999 1/19 5/29 1/1 8/59 5/53 - 2/10 - - - 2/4

$200,000–$299,999 1/28 29/82 2/24 10/51 9/7 - 8/79 2/30 2/7 - 3/118

$300,000–$399,999 12/67 22/65 5/46 15/83 11/50 55/- 8/37 1/18 6/64 5/66 8/27

$400,000–$499,999 10/63 16/38 3/98 7/86 7/32 - 1/81 6/113 4/63 1/145 3/60

$500,000–$599,999 5/82 5/53 3/62 10/66 4/34 - - 8/63 2/18 1/22 2/75

$600,000–$799,999 2/138 1/390 12/68 6/85 5/83 - 2/8 17/127 - 1/140 -

$800,000–$999,999 4/94 2/41 6/144 10/79 1/7 - - 3/170 - - -

$1 million + 10/94 - 22/113 5/179 - - - 10/157 - - -

REAL ESTATE

Market Data
Monthly home sales

Number of homes sold/Median price

Month 78701 78702 78703 78704 78705 78722 78723 78731 78751 78756 78757

January 2014 17/$371,350 18/$316,617 20/$475,000 34/$447,250 13/$199,250 2/$342,500 35/$217,000 17/$416,000 12/$341,250 9/$421,000 20/$289,950

January 2013 23/$320,000 11/$179,900 19/$593,000 45/$350,000 13/$310,000 3/$296,500 14/$215,500 24/$447,450 5/$345,000 12/$427,000 22/$250,950

December 2013 18/$386,250 16/$305,000 31/$799,900 55/$450,000 8/$305,000 5/$350,000 21/$230,000 35/$479,600 15/$395,227 6/$318,600 36/$347,000

November 2013 18/$386,250 20/$288,500 31/$698,500 47/$384,000 12/$235,000 6/$350,000 20/$225,000 21/$540,000 15/$352,500 8/$290,000 37/$289,000

October 2013 21/$430,000 - 34/$563,725 83/$319,900 - - - 24/$478,750 12/$312,000 12/$384,900 35/$267,000

September 2013 19/$469,000 - 37/$647,525 56/$382,241 - - - 32/$420,000 11/$370,000 15/$405,900 27/$277,500

August 2013 21/$300,000 - 48/$488,275 63/$339,750 - - - 40/$424,600 28/$324,450 23/$408,000 39/$247,000

July 2013 23/$390,500 - 37/$625,000 79/$419,500 - - - 43/$503,000 24/$300,000 16/$230,000 42/$335,350

June 2013 23/$301,000 - 41/$598,000 70/$385,000 - - - 35/$485,000 20/$285,500 11/$190,000 61/$270,000

Residential real estate listings added to the market between 2/8/14 and 2/17/14 were included and provided by the Austin Board of Realtors, www.abor.com. Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this 
listing, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.
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Looking for
Coupons?

Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local 
and regional coupons

Just click and print
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LOG ON. SHOW UP. BE SEEN.®

1201 West 38th Street     Austin, TX 78705     512-324-1000

SetonER.com is for minor emergencies only. If you are experiencing 
a life-threatening emergency, go directly to the ER or dial 9-1-1.

SetonER.com

Powered by

Hold your place in line and reduce your wait time 

in the Emergency Room to 15 minutes or less.
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