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Nearly 10 new hotels proposed for downtown area

Sizable increase in hotels 
planned for Austin’s core 

The JW Marriott, a 1,012-room hotel near Congress Avenue and Sec-
ond Street, is expected to open in early 2015. The Austin Metropoli-
tan Statistical Area has added 44 hotels between 2002 and 2012.
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City says new rule could 
affect 17,500 businesses

Single-use bag 
ban ordinance 
begins March 1

By Joe Olivieri
Starting March 1, shoppers won’t be 

automatically offered thin plastic bags 
at Austin checkout counters.

This is one result of the City of Aus-
tin’s new single-use carryout bag ordi-
nance. It is intended to reduce pol-
lution and bring the city closer to its 
zero-waste goals. Austin City Council 
approved the ordinance in March 2012.

In a nutshell, the ordinance forbids 
most retailers and businesses from 
offering single-use carryout bags—the 
common thin plastic bag or handleless 
paper bags that are not made of recycled 

See Bags | 25

By Peter McCrady
As Austin continues to be a destina-

tion for domestic and international 
tourists through events, festivals and 
conventions, hotel development is 
increasing in the area and especially 
downtown.

Mayor Lee Leffingwell said in his State 
of the City address Feb. 5 that tourism is 
a sector the city and its residents should 
want to see grow.

“The hotels we need are finally coming 
online,” Leffingwell said in his address. 
“Our reputation for live music and good 
food is international. People from across 
the country and around the world want 
to visit Austin, and we should want  
them to.”

The market
Chris Remund, an associate with 

HVS San Francisco, a global hospital-
ity service, said the “big story” in Austin 
right now is the new hotels coming into  
the market.

“Everyone is excited about the Austin 
market, obviously,” he said. “It’s certainly 
possible that there will be even more 
supply moving in. It’s a pretty big base of 
rooms that is being proposed right now 
given how few hotels there are actually 
[in] downtown right now.”

Remund was in Austin in January con-
ducting a market study on the city for a 
client who is active in the area. He said if 
the number of hotel rooms in the down-
town area were counted, there would 
be between 6,000 and 8,000 rooms. The 
proposed supply, he said, could be more 
than a 35 percent increase in the num-
ber of rooms downtown.

“When large hotels such as the JW 
Marriott and Fairmont move into 
markets like this, they induce a lot of 
demand,” Remund said. “You might 
think that people would be worried 
about them cannibalizing and taking 
demand from other hotels, but really 

** Variances may be granted if the ban would cause undue 
hardships or deprive businesses of legally protected rights.

•	single-use paper and plastic carryout bags**

BANNED

•	reusable bags made of durable materials 
(cloth, fabric, woven or nonwoven materials)

•	Handled plastic bags thicker than 4 mil
•	Handled paper bags made of 40 percent 

recycled materials
•	smaller paper bags without handles

APPROVED

•	laundry, door hanger and newspaper bags
•	some restaurant takeout bags
•	Packages of multiple bags (e.g. garbage, pet 

waste or yard waste bags)
•	Pharmacy and veterinary bags
•	 in-store bags (e.g. bulk foods, baked goods)
•	Bags used by nonprofits or hunger relief 

charities to distribute food

EXEMPT

source: City of austin

Single-use carryout bag ordinance

See I-35 plan | 27

TxDOT preparing
for I-35 mobility
By Lyndsey Taylor

The Texas Department of Transportation 
is among several organizations collaborat-
ing to develop a 10-year I-35 Capital Area 
Improvement Program to offer drivers more 
travel options and decrease congestion on 
I-35 and intersecting roads from SH 45 N to 
SH 45 SE. 

“What we’re trying to develop is a road 
map [of] all the different improvements 
that we as a community feel are good proj-
ects and that are feasible, and that result in 
the desired objective,” said Terry McCoy, 
TxDOT’s deputy district engineer for  
Austin.

He said the goal is to provide feasible 
options to help decrease I-35 congestion by 
optimizing operational and safety benefits 
and minimizing construction costs. TxDOT 
is expected to have a final plan for Travis 
County by August. 
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©2012 St. David’s HealthCare. All rights reserved.

Your life after brain tumor or spine surgery? 

It can be life, resumed. With activities enjoyed. Family, cherished as 
always. The things you care about — yours, once again. NeuroTexas 
Institute at St. David’s HealthCare is committed to delivering 
compassionate, individualized neurosurgical care and positive 
health outcomes. It begins with the uncommon expertise found at 
all of our facilities, including St. David’s Medical Center. For two 
years in a row (2012 and 2013), St. David’s Medical Center received 
the HealthGrades® Neurosciences Excellence Award and has been 
ranked among the top 5% in the nation for neurosciences and 
neurosurgery — distinctions that help us get you back to the things 
and the people you love.

neurotexasinstitute.com

Dive in.
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512-444-GRIN (4746)

1509 S. Lamar Blvd., Suite 675 
Austin TX 78704

www.SMILE360ATX.com

NOW ACCEPTING PATIENTS!!

Local • Modern • Professional

Vincent K. Ip DDS

twitter.com/SMILE360ATX

www.facebook.com/SMILE360

Most Insurances Accepted

Discuss your coronary artery disease risk level with your 

doctor and see if CT calcium scoring is for you. It’s an 

effective, non-invasive way to evaluate your heart.  

If your doctor recommends a CT calcium scoring, choose 

the experts at ARA.

schedule at 512. 453.6100                                   www.ausrad.com

Treasure 
your heart .
   
 Get a CT calcium 
  scoring test 

  at ARA.
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FROm ThE GENERAl mANAGER
For 10 days in March, 

hundreds of thousands 
of creative-minded 
individuals will flock to 
Austin and congregate 
downtown for the South 
by Southwest Music and 
Media Conference. 

During SXSW, visi-
tors will watch movies, 
listen to concerts, attend 
conferences, participate 
in panel discussions, play 

games, laugh with comedians and write computer code. 
There will also be many products launched, deals done 
and funds raised. Many Austinites will be in the thick 
of it, as the SXSW guide on Page 21 details. And at the 
end of each day, those SXSW visitors will stay in every 
available Austin hotel room.

In this issue, reporter Peter McCrady takes a look at 
hotel development in Austin. There is a market for more 
rooms, and many groups are working toward satisfy-
ing those needs. Currently, there are a number of hotel 
projects in varying stages of development throughout 
Austin, and many of them are planned for the city’s core 

where demand is greatest. 
As residents, many of us rarely realize the effect hotels 

have on our community. Sure, we may frequent hotel 
ballrooms for the occasional lunch and presentation, 
and we may even be regulars at some of the more inter-
esting hotel bars. But for the most part, our exposure is 
limited.

Yet when you stop and think about the hotel occu-
pancy tax referenced on Page 24, you realize these 
developments do make a difference to us. In fact, these 
developments profoundly affect our community. These 
hotels infuse huge amounts of revenue into our com-
munity, money that is applied to our streets, our parks, 
our public pools and our libraries, among many other 
things. Hotels also contribute vibrancy. When designed 
well, they can create a great sense of place.

So I can’t help but get excited when I read about these 
developments. And I also can’t help but be more than a 
little appreciative to have them. 

Pamela Power
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COmmUNITy FEEDBACk
Take The pOll

How will you change your behavior in 
response to the new single-use carryout 
bag ordinance?

  start bringing reusable bags

  use whatever bags are offered at the checkout

  stop using bags altogether

  i already use mostly reusable bags

  shop outside of austin in protest

  Take the poll online at impactnews.com/cTa-poll

look for the results right here in next month’s print edition of 
Community Impact Newspaper.

the City of austin’s new single-use carryout bag ordinance 
takes effect March 1. under the ordinance, most austin busi-
nesses will no longer offer thin plastic bags and handleless 
paper bags at checkouts.

residents and businesses have been preparing for the change. 
What do you think?

CertifiedPreowned.com           (512) 706-7065

1-Subaru - Model DAB, Pkg 01. With approved credit. Dealer contribution may a� ect � nal negotiated price. 42 mo lease, First mo. payment total due at inception, no sec. dep. required, 42 monthly payments of $219, � nal pymt / residual = $12,785. Based on 10k mi. / yr with $.15 per mi. excess charge. MSRP $22,430. Stk# Z7960. Exp 2-28-13.  2-Volvo - 24 mo leases with approved credit through Volvo Car Financial Services. Leases based on 10,000 mi./yr with $.25/
mi excess charge, � rst mo. payment paid by Volvo. S60: $0 total due at inception (no sec. dep. required). 23 monthly payments of $359. Final payment / residual = $22,852. MSRP $32,645. Cars shown with optional equipment. O� ers may include Volvo Allowance. Ad units subject to availability and may be out of stock at time of publication. If this occurs the advertised vehicle may be obtained from the manufacturer or distributor. O� ers expire 2-28-13.  3-Audi - 36 
mo. closed-end leases o� ered to quali� ed customers by Audi Financial Services. A4 Stk# D0195 based on MSRP $35,945 with Heated front seats, Convenience and Lighting Pkg. $3,499 down + $695 acquisition fee + $329 � rst mo. pymt + $0 security deposit = $4,523 due at inception + TT&L. Purchase option at lease end for $19,410. 36 monthly payments of $329. Advertised o� ers require dealer contribution; � nal negotiated price may vary by dealer. Lessee 
responsible for insurance, maintenance and repairs and may have some � nancial liability at lease end. Lessee responsible for $0.25/mile over 10,000 miles per year and a disposition fee of $375 due at lease end. See dealer for details. Higher MSRP will a� ect lease price. Pictures shown with optional equipment for illustration only. O� ers expire 2-28-13.  4-Porsche - 24-month closed-end lease o� ered to quali� ed customers from Porsche Financial Services with 
approved credit, no security deposit required. Advertised o� er requires dealer contribution; � nal negotiated price may vary. Lessee responsible for insurance, maintenance and repairs and may have some � nancial liability at lease end. Lessee responsible for $0.30/mile over 7,500 miles per year. Higher MSRP will a� ect lease price. Stock# W8358 based on lease sale price $100,555. $7,000 total due at lease inception, 24 monthly payments of $1,345.33, purchase option/
residual at lease end $80,858.70. $350 disposition fee. See dealer for details. O� er expires 2-28-13.

2013 VOLVO S60 T5 FWD

$359mo 2

2013 Legacy 2.5i CVT Sedan

$219mo 1

hh MSMSMSMSMSMSRP $RP $RP $RP $P $RP S kS kkS kkS k ZZZZZ EEE VVV lll ll hhhh

2013 Audi A4 2.0T
Premium FWD Multitronic

$329mo3

2013 Porsche 
Carrera Coupe w/ PDK

$1,345mo4

lasT MOnTh’s pOll ResulTs

What does the city need to do to 
accommodate Austin’s growth?
improve roadways 

  41.28% 
improve public transportation

  39.53% 
other

  8.14% 
increase multifamily housing options

  4.65% 
increase funding for police, fire and other public safety 
services

  3.49%
increase support for the business community 

  2.91% 
results from an unscientific Web survey collected 1/28/13–2/15/13
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on Sixth Street when it opened in 1975 at 
the intersection of Sixth and Brazos streets. 
The music venue has hosted thousands of 
musicians and bands, including Stevie Ray 
Vaughan, Eric Clapton, and Bono and the 
Edge of U2. 512-800-4628.  
www.antones.net

In the News

9   The Backspace, a Neapolitan-style 
pizzeria, started serving lunch in January. 
The restaurant, located at 507 San Jacinto 
Blvd., serves lunch Monday–Saturday from 
11 a.m.–2 p.m. 512-474-9899.  
www.thebackspace-austin.com

Central Austin

Now Open

10   Kor180, a fitness studio at 1611 
W. Fifth St., Ste. 140, opened Jan. 14. 
The fitness studio has three fitness 
disciplines for men and women as well as a 
KorKitchen that offers weekly recipes. 512-
243-7955. www.kor180.com

11   Italian restaurant and pizzeria Winflo 
Osteria opened in January at 1315 W. 
Sixth St. The family-owned and -operated 
restaurant is run by Michael Dickson, 
Megan Dickson-Pennington, Chef John 
Pennington and Chris Horne, and has a 
menu with Neapolitan-style pizzas, pasta 
dishes and traditional Italian entrees. 512-
582-1027. www.winfloosteria.com 

12   Downtown Dental Design, a boutique 
dental office led by Dr. Negar Eslami, 
opened Feb. 24 at 507 Pressler St., Ste. 
350. The dental office provides family 
and cosmetic dentistry in a modern 
environment. 512-482-9383. http://
downtowndentaldesign.com

13   Regale Jewelry, a boutique jewelry 
concierge business, opened in January at 
611 S. Congress Ave., Ste. 515. The business 
is run by Sheldon Millsap, a diamond 
graduate of the Gemological Institute 
of America, who used to own Austin 
Diamond District. 512-442-2500.  
http://regalejewelry.com

14   Offering mid-century and modern 
Danish furnishings and home goods, 
Remixologie opened in January at 5701 
Burnet Road. 512-434-0852.  
www.remixologiehome.com

15   Q Toys, an adult boutique store, had 
its grand opening Feb. 9 at 6800 Burnet 
Road. The adult toy store also hosts special 
events such as bachelorette parties. 512-
772-1614. www.qtoysaustin.com

16   In January, River City Market, a 
boutique convenience store and deli that 
carries organic grocery items, beer, wine 
and premade food, opened at 2209 S. 
Congress Ave. 512-462-4955

Downtown Austin

Now Open

1   The Chicago House, a craft beer bar 
with 22 rotating taps, opened Jan. 24 at 607 
Trinity St. The bar, run by ATX Brands, 
serves Chicago Vienna beef hot dogs, 
and the craft beers on tap are listed and 
updated online. 512-358-6202.  
www.thechicagohouse.com

2   Offering entrees such as braised 
beef short ribs and grilled scallops, The 
Bonneville opened Dec. 31 at 202 W. 
Cesar Chavez St. The New American 
restaurant owned by Austinites Jennifer 
Costello and Chris Hurley also serves 
craft cocktails and has a happy hour that 
runs from 4:30–7 p.m. every day except 
Saturday. 512-428-4643.  
www.thebonnevilleaustin.com  

3   Restaurant Willie G’s Seafood & 
Steaks, 401 Congress Ave., Ste. E-100, 
opened Feb. 11. Willie G’s serves Gulf 
Coast seafood and steaks, and there are 
additional locations in Houston, Galveston 
and Denver. 512-236-9600.  
www.williegs.com

4   UMeTime, a mobile application and 
business technology, launched in February. 
UMeTime, which is headquartered at 410 
E. Fifth St., Ste. 207, offers geographically 
based deals that are updated in real time 
for approximately 120 Austin businesses. 
512-380-1481. www.umetime.com

5   El Ceviche Grill opened in November 
at 115 San Jacinto Blvd. The locally owned 
restaurant serves Latin American seafood 
and has live music. 512-494-5649.  
www.elcevichegrill.com

6   Lavazza Espression, a newer 
nationwide coffee chain, opened a 
location Dec. 14 at 914 Congress Ave. The 
coffee shop serves breakfast, brunch and 
Italian sandwiches. 512-505-8784. www.
facebook.com/pages/Lavazza-Espression-
Texas/246378428771453?fref=ts

Coming Soon

7   The Infest, a do-it-yourself bar, venue 
and creative space, is scheduled to open 
in April in the space currently occupied 
by Antone’s, 213 W. Fifth St., which is 
expected to close in March. The Infest 
states its mission is to expose, promote and 
support independent artists and musicians 
who want to have a positive impact on the 
community. www.facebook.com/pages/
Project-Infest/136976678382 

Relocations

8   Antone’s, a local music venue at 213 
W. Fifth St., is expected to move to 2015 E. 
Riverside Drive by April. According to the 
venue’s website, Antone’s was the first club 
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17   Offering a variety of sandwiches with 
house-cured meats as well as house-made 
condiments, Melvin’s Deli Comfort 
opened in December at 501 E. 53rd St. 512-
705-3906. http://melvinsdelicomfort.com

18   Michi Ramen, 6519 N. Lamar Blvd., 
celebrated its soft opening Jan. 18. The 
restaurant serves four different main 
ramen dishes and sides such as edamame 
and seaweed salad. 512-386-1908.  
www.michiramen.com

19   Smile 360, a dental practice located 
at 1509 S. Lamar Blvd., Ste. 675, opened 
Dec. 1. The dental practice offers general 
and cosmetic dentistry, as well as quality 
restorations, for all ages. 512-444-4746. 
www.smile360atx.com. Twitter:  
@smile360atx 

20   Sanctuary Yoga, a nonprofit yoga 
studio that holds small classes, opened 
in January at 1006 S. Eighth St. Proceeds 
from each yoga class benefit the youth of 
Austin and the world via nonprofits. 512-
476-8884. http://sanctuaryyogaaustin.com

Coming Soon

21   Hot Lava Obstacle Course, an indoor 
obstacle course and gym, is scheduled 
to open in May at 8303 Burnet Road. 
In addition to the obstacle course, the 
2,700-square-foot facility will have a 
gymnastics floor and single obstacles for 
training. www.hotlavaobstaclecourse.com

Anniversaries

22   On Jan. 10, Fabricker celebrated its 
one-year anniversary. Fabricker, 4631 
Airport Blvd., Ste. 119, carries fashion 
apparel fabrics from New York City, Los 
Angeles and throughout the world, and 
does on-site alterations and repairs. 512-
323-2668. www.fabricker.com. Twitter: 
@thefabricker

23   iPhone Repair Gods, 1808 W. 
Anderson Lane, celebrated its one-year 
anniversary Feb. 1. The store fixes devices 
such as game consoles, iPads, iPhones and 

computers. 512-308-6004.  
www.iphonerepairgods.com 

24   Quality Seafood, a retail seafood 
market and wholesaler at 5621 Airport 
Blvd., celebrated its 75th anniversary in 
January. The market originally opened in 
1938 on Congress Avenue near the Capitol 
and moved to its current location in 
1970. 512-452-3820. www.qualityseafood.
wordpress.com. Twitter: @QSMarket

25   On Feb. 14, Northland Dentistry 
celebrated its one-year anniversary. The 
dental office, led by Dr. Katie Hadden, 
offers a range of services and is located at 
3307 Northland Drive, Ste. 230. 512-388-
2220. www.dentistinaustin.com

Expansions

26   The Tigress, a craft cocktail bar at 100 
W. North Loop Blvd., Ste. G, is expanding 
into the next-door unit and adding a small 
patio space in the back. The expansion is 
scheduled to be complete by the end of 
March. 512-600-3232.  
www.thetigresspub.com

27   Eye Physicians of Austin is  
expanding its location at 5011 Burnet 
Road. Construction is expected to be  
completed in July. 512-583-2020.  
www.eyephysiciansofaustin.com

Relocations

28   Merlin Works Institute for 
Improvisation moved in January to 
the Zach Theatre, 1510 Toomey Road. 
The improvisational school has been in 
business for five years and was previously 
located at 2803 Manor Road. 512-657-3005. 
www.merlin-works.com

29   Precision Camera, the camera 
store started by Jerry and Rosemary 
Sullivan in 1976, is scheduled to move 
to a bigger location in March. The new 
20,000-square-foot store will be located at 
2438 W. Anderson Lane and carry camera 
products; have a full rental, repair and 
photo lab; and have an 80-seat classroom news or questions about Central austin? 

e-mail ctanews@impactnews.com.

Compiled by Gene Davis

Danny Palumbo shucks oysters at Quality Sea-
food, which turned 75 years old in January.

24

Dini Snow co-owns Remixologie, which sells 
furniture and home accessories.
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River City Market opened in January and carries 
organic grocery items and premade food.

16

attached to the showroom floor. 512-467-
7676. www.precision-camera.com

30   Build a Sofa, which provides 
custom, made-to-order sofas, moved in 
December from 7795 Burnet Road to 6500 
Burnet Road. The new showroom, which 
celebrated its official grand opening in 
February, is twice as big as the previous 
location. 512-454-7632.  
www.buildasofa.com

Closings

31   Junction Point Studio, the Disney-
owned video game developer responsible 
for the “Disney Epic Mickey” series, is 
closing, Disney announced in a news 
release in January. Junction Point Studio is 
located at 7800 Shoal Creek Blvd.  
www.junctionpoint.com 

32   Pit Stop Auto Repair, 3300 S. Lamar 
Blvd., closed in January. Pit Stop, which 
was in business for more than 19 years, is 
referring customers to Klingemann Car 
Care Centers, which has three locations in 
the Austin area. www.austinpitstop.com

In the News

33   Starting Jan. 31, the Austin’s Pizza 
location at 2324 Guadalupe St. is open 24 
hours a day, seven days a week. The pizza 
chain, established in 1999, has 12 Austin-
area locations. 512-795-8888.  
www.austinspizza.com

34   James Truchard, co-founder, 
president and CEO of National 
Instruments Corp., donated $10 million 
to the Cockrell School of Engineering 
at The University of Texas, 301 E. Dean 
Keeton St., in January. The donation will 
help develop the Engineering Education 
and Research Center, which will have a 
new student-focused teaching lab.  
www.engr.utexas.edu/

35   The Draught House, 4112 Medical 
Parkway, was named by Draft Magazine in 
January as one of America’s top beer bars. 
512-452-6258. http://draughthouse.com

Fabricker owner April Meyer celebrated the fashion 
apparel store’s one-year anniversary in January.

22

401 Congress Ave. | 512.236.9600 |     /williegsaustin
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riverside dr.

IMPACTS

news or questions about Central austin? 
e-mail ctanews@impactnews.com.

Allen Rogers (pictured) opened Rosewood Com-
munity Market in January.

The Buzz Mill opened in January on Town Creek 
Drive and serves coffee and has a full bar.
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East Austin

Now Open

36   On Jan. 19, The Buzz Mill, a 24-hour 
coffee shop that has a full bar, opened at 
1505 Town Creek Drive. The coffee shop 
has an outdoor patio with seating and live 
music. The Buzz Mill is decorated in the 
style of the early 20th-century logging 
industry. http://buzzmillcoffee.com 

37   The Blue Ox BBQ & Pancake Cabin, 
which serves breakfast, lunch and dinner, 
opened in January on the patio of The 
Buzz Mill, 1505 Town Creek Drive. The 
food trailer sells fresh brisket, ribs, pulled 
pork and coffee-rubbed pork tenderloin. 
512-537-2047. www.blueoxbarbecue.com. 
Twitter: @pancakecabin

38   Micklethwait Craft Meats, a food 
trailer at 1309 Rosewood Ave. that serves 
Texas Hill Country–style barbecue, opened 
Dec. 17. The food trailer makes its own 
meats and sausages, and the dishes have no 
artificial ingredients. 512-791-5961. www.
facebook.com/micklethwaitcraftmeats

39   Rosewood Community Market 
opened Jan. 21 at 1819 Rosewood Ave. The 
fresh food market provides the community 
access to healthy, affordable grocery 
options while supporting local farmers, 
according to owner Allen Rogers. 512-428-

4262. www.rosewoodfood.com.
Twitter: @rosewoodfood

40   East 12th Kafe, a Southern, Cajun and 
soul food restaurant, opened Nov. 27 at 
4140 E. 12th St. The restaurant offers daily 
specials including smothered pork steak, 
grilled or blackened tilapia, and catfish and 
grits. 512-926-4140. www.facebook.com/
east12thkafe

Relocations

41   Pork Chop Screen Printing is 
expected to relocate to 2015 E. Riverside 
Drive, Bldg. 7, Ste. A, by mid-March from 
203 Lessin Lane. The company creates 
custom T-shirts, sweatshirts, tote bags  
and koozies. 512-903-5477.  
www.porkchopscreenprinting.com

In the News

42   Chef Tim Dornon, the chef de cuisine 
at Uchiko, is joining Qui, Paul Qui’s brick-
and-mortar flagship restaurant that wil be 
at 1600 E. Sixth St., according to a news 
release issued Jan. 22. Qui is set to open in 
spring as a 55-seat restaurant with a 10-seat 
tasting room. 512-964-6352.  
www.quiaustin.com Twitter: @quiaustin

Lady Bird Lake
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Come visit our beautiful campuses to learn more. 

Now Enrolling for 2013-14 

Campus tours held weekly
Visit khabele.org/admissions 

Happy, Inspired, Creative Students 
+

Outstanding Academic Results

Compiled by Gene Davis
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CITy & COuNTy
News from Austin and Travis County Compiled by Peter McCrady and Joe Olivieri

City Council: Let Austin Energy govern itself; 
7-member independent board being proposed

Pilot program to open select trails 24 hoursCommissioners 
ban smoking on all 
county properties

Mayor delivers State 
of the City address

Austin OKs midyear  
budget amendments

AUSTIN Austin Energy is one step 
closer to seeing independent governance 
after Austin City Council passed 7-0 a 
resolution Feb. 14 directing the city man-
ager to create an ordinance defining and 
creating an independent board to run 
the municipal utility. 

AE is currently run by City Council, 
and Councilman Bill Spelman said he 
and other council members could use 
some help to effectively run the utility 
because of its size, the competitive nature 
of the industry and knowledge required 
to do the job well.

The proposed board would be com-
posed of seven members—including the 
mayor—with one board member being 
a customer residing outside city limits. 
Under the proposal, the board would 

hold meetings at least once per month, 
and members would serve four-year 
terms.

The city manager will come back to 
council March 21 with a draft resolution 
to establish the independent board.

AUSTIN Three trails—the Ann and 
Roy Butler Hike and Bike Trail, the 
Shoal Creek Greenbelt Trail and the 
Johnson Creek Greenbelt Trail—will be 
part of a pilot program to open those 
trails to 24-hour use. The program is to 
begin June 1, and Austin City Council 
approved $350,000 in funding for 2013 
for the program.

Councilman Chris Riley proposed 
only opening the trails to cyclists for 
the extended hours, making patrolling 
easier for police.

“If you have to be actually moving 
through on your bike, it becomes a 
little easier to tell who’s actually there 

for transportation and who’s not,” 
Riley said. 

TRAvIS COUNTy During its Jan. 29 
meeting, the Travis County Commis-
sioners Court unanimously voted to 
ban tobacco use on all county-owned 
properties both indoors and outdoors. 
The measure will take effect April 7.

The policy ban includes areas of a 
county facility within 15 feet of a door-
way or window that can be opened, 
county vehicles, private vehicles parked 
on county property and work sites 
occupied by county employees.

AUSTIN  In his State of the City 
address Feb. 5 at a Real Estate Council 
of Austin luncheon, Austin Mayor Lee 
Leffingwell stressed the importance of 
the community embracing change to 
tackle challenges such as transporta-
tion, demographic changes and Austin’s 
popularity as a tourist destination.

Leffingwell pledged to have a public 
vote on urban rail before leaving office.

“I remain convinced that an urban 
rail system in Austin, a safe, reliable 
way to move people into and around 
the central business district, is real and 
good change this community needs.” 

Despite the city’s challenges, Leff-
ingwell said he feels Austin is in a 
good position to continue to grow its 
economy.

AUSTIN  City Council allocated about 
$14 million through midyear budget 
amendments Feb. 12 and put about half 
a million dollars aside for property tax 
relief or other contingencies in 2014.

The council started with about  
$12.1 million in one-time expenditure 
funding and about $2.2 million in 
recurring expenditure funding. City 
staff found various funding sources, 
including 2012 general fund surplus, 
improved sales tax projection and 
contractual obligations, and the critical 
one-time fund.

Three items, including cemetery 
maintenance and operations, civil ser-
vice system implementation and funds 
for the establishment of council dis-
tricts, were approved under a separate 
motion for a total of about $600,000 in 
one-time funds and about $300,000 in 
recurring expenditures because these 
items are mandated by law.

Other projects funded by the council 
included affordable housing for  
$10 million in one-time expenditures, 
the 24-hour hike and bike trail pilot 
for $350,000 in one-time expenditures 
and wildfire fuel mitigation for about 
$236,000 in one-time expenditures, 
about $845,000 in recurring expendi-
tures, and Child Inc. for about $557,000 
in one-time expenditures.

Mayor Pro Tem Sheryl Cole moved 
to allocate the remaining $497,000 
of combined one-time and recurring 
funding for 2014 property tax relief or 
other contingencies.

Austin City Council approved the city manager to 
draft an ordinance that would establish indepen-
dent governance for Austin Energy.
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austin city council
austin City Hall, 301 W. second st.
512-974-2210	•	www.austintexas.gov/
department/city-council

meets march 7, 21 and 28 at 10 a.m.

Travis county 
commissioners court
700 lavaca st., austin
www.co.travis.tx.us/commissioners_court

meetings are every Tuesday at 9 a.m.

capital area council  
of Governments
6800 Burleson road, austin
www.capcog.org

meets march 13 from 10 a.m.–noon

The Ann and Roy Butler Hike and Bike Trail is one 
of three trails that falls under a pilot program to 
open the trail to 24-hour use for cyclists.
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Meetings

WWW.MAUDIES.COM ORGANIC EGGS FROM

START YOUR DAY ON THE SUNNY SIDE WITH MAUDIE’S 
BREAKFAST TACOS.  OPEN DAILY AT 8 AM

Tweetings

For instant coverage of these 
meetings, follow us on twitter: 
@impactnews_cta

Tweetings
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13214 MANSFIELD DR
Waterfront | 3/2.5 | $1,075.000

Ann Kimbriel  751-9341

REALTOR®

®

®

4651 ROCKCLIFF RD
4 Bdrm | 4.5 Bath | $1,950,000

Cord Shiflet  751-2673

4126 WESTLAKE DR
5 Bdrm | 5.5 Bath | $2,345,000

Eric Moreland  924-8442

203 CANYON RIM
5 Bdrm | 8.5 Bath | $4,950,000

Cord Shiflet  751-2673

1612 WETHERSFIELD RD
3 Bdrm | 3 Bath | $549,000

Doug Roberts  731-5105

million dollar homes sales leader     lakefront leader since 2003

1506 PECOS
4 Bdrm | 2.5 Bath | $685,000

Tiffany Peters  922-6309

7850 ESCALA DR
5 Bdrm | 6F+2H Ba | $3,999,995

Eric Moreland  924-8442

2705 ISLAND LEDGE 
6 Bdrm | 6.5 Bath | $4,400,000

Eric Moreland  924-8442

5511 OAKWOOD CV #A
3 Bdrm | 3.5 Bath | $375,000

Debbie Gainer  750-8700

3304 BLUE JAY LANE
3 Bdrm | 2.5 Bath | $1,175,000

Doug Roberts  731-5105

4204 SPINNAKER CV
6 Bdrm | 5F+2H Bath | $3,495,000

Mary Briggle  658-8705

901 WEST 9TH ST #314
1 Bdrm | 1 Bath | $285,000

Greg Walling  633-3787

3101 TORO CANYON 
5 Bd+Study | 4.5 Ba | $1,200,000

Leslie Davenport  771-0284

200 CONGRESS AVE #12AC 
3 Bdrm | 3 Bath | $1,695,000

Eric Moreland  924-8442

5606 CRAGGY POINT
Waterfront | 5Bd 4Ba | $1,750,000

Patrice Duff  413-5478

3313 LAKE CLIFF CT
5 Bdrm | 5.5 Bath | $2,950,000

Mary Briggle  658-8705

124 BIRNAM WOOD CT 
5 Bdrm | 4.5 Bath | $2,250,000

Eric Moreland  924-8442

4800 MIRADOR DR
7 Bdrm | 7F+2H Ba | $2,785,000

Cord Shiflet  751-2673

708 SPARKS AVE
3 Bdrm | 2 Bath | $599,000

Clayton Bullock  787-6446

Coming Soon

4817 MALAQUITA BRANCH
4 Bdrm | 4 Bath | $1,295,000

Greg Walling  633-3787

NOT in MLS

AUSTIN LAKE TRAVIS
3825 Lake Austin Blvd., Ste 501   512.480.0848 1005 Ranch Road 620 South   512.263.3282

NOT in MLS

Based on MLS sales volume data 
and Moreland’s private database.

Coming Soon

Coming Soon
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AT THE CAPITOl
News from the 83rd Legislative Session

By Karen Brooks Harper 
Capitol Correspondent

Lawmakers grapple with illegal immigration
Banning taxpayer-funded day labor 

sites and stripping undocumented college 
students of their access to in-state tuition 
are among proposals in the Texas Legisla-
ture that seek to limit the effects of illegal 
immigration.

But even as they are filing, Republican 
lawmakers, who have a majority in the 
House and Senate, said they are mindful 
that attempting to supersede federal law 
could bring about lawsuits and alienate 
Hispanic voters—while having no real 
impact in the Lone Star State. 

State’s authority
So far, the bills that have been filed are 

largely limited to steps the state can take, 
instead of bills that send strong anti–ille-
gal immigration messages but cannot be 
enforced by the state, such as stripping 
birthright citizenship for children born in 
the U.S. to undocumented parents, a bill 
that failed last session.

“It’s a different conversation for Republi-
cans to have, and it’s a new conversation to 
have,” said Rep. Larry Gonzales, R-Round 
Rock, who said he supports border security 
and wants Texas to lead the charge on 
designing a national guest worker program. 

A bill banning so-called sanctuary cities 
that was a priority for Republican leaders 
last session has not been filed this session. 
The bill filing deadline is in March.

The bill would have stripped funding 
from cities that appear to flout immigra-
tion laws—such as forbidding local police 
from asking for proof of citizenship. But 
its author now says she has other priorities 
with regard to immigration.

“Border security and public security as a 
whole is my No. 1 priority,” said Rep. Deb-
bie Riddle, R-Spring, adding that a ban on 
sanctuary cities is hard to enforce because 
those cities don’t typically put such policies 
in writing. “The bottom line is, making 
sure that the safety and security of the 
people of Texas is well-established must be 
our No. 1 priority. If we don’t do that, well, 

there isn’t much of a No. 2 priority.”
Gonzales agreed, saying he would rather 

address issues such as gangs, drug cartels 
and human trafficking than bills that could 
make the population less educated and 
more dependent on the system.

Another bill that could be filed is a 
requirement that all businesses use the 
federally recognized E-Verify system 
to make sure their employees are in the 
nation legally. The bill was filed last session 
by Rep. Paul Workman, R-Austin, but died 
in committee.

Democrats’ bills
On the Democrat side, a bill has been 

filed by a Dallas representative to allow ille-
gal immigrants to obtain driver’s licenses. 

Rep. Mark Strama, D-Austin, said illegal 
immigration is a problem that should be 
addressed, but he said Texas should avoid 
creating laws so harsh that business is 
stymied or parents are afraid to send their 
children to school.

“However you feel about illegal immi-
gration, there is no sensible benefit to 
having the children of illegal immigrants 
go uneducated while remaining in this 
country,” he said. “No one wins from that 
outcome.”

Democrats point to the presidential elec-
tions, in which only 29 percent of Hispan-
ics voted for Republican candidate Mitt 
Romney, as proof that the GOP approach 
in the past has only served to alienate them 
from the Republican Party.

Illegal immigrant population
Estimates put the illegal immigrant pop-

ulation in Texas at about 1.6 million, more 
than every state except California. Almost 
all of them are part of the workforce, 
according to the Pew Hispanic Center, a 
Washington, D.C.–based think tank.

About 9 percent of the Texas workforce 
in 2010 was composed of illegal immi-
grants, according to the most recent figures 
by the Pew Center. And undocumented 

workers contribute $17.7 billion to the 
state’s economy each year, according to the 
most recent estimates by the Texas Comp-
troller’s Office.

According to the U.S. Census Bureau, 
the number of illegal immigrants in Texas, 
which comprises nearly two-thirds of the 
nation’s border with Mexico, has tripled 
since 1990 estimates.

Nationwide, Pew Center estimates on 
the illegal immigrant population ranges 
from 11 million–20 million, and proposals 
to reduce that number have ranged from 
creating a guest worker plan with a path to 
citizenship to mass deportation.

The latter is not an idea that sits well in 
Texas, where Republican leadership and 

the business community tend to be more 
middle-of-the-road when it comes to 
immigration policy, both nationally and 
on the state level.

Speaking to conservatives at a recent 
convention of the Texas Public Policy 
Foundation, Texas Agricultural Commis-
sioner Todd Staples said Texas is poised 
to lead the way in supporting policies that 
maintain the labor force while bringing 
illegal immigrants out of the shadows.

“Do we really believe people are coming 
here illegally today seeking citizenship?  
Or are people coming here looking for a 
job?” Staples said. “Do we really want to 
grow a government big enough to round 
up 11 million people?”

“Williamson County does not differentiate between documented and 
undocumented residents. Our greatest challenge has been and will continue to 

be keeping up with the growth of our county and Central Texas. An increase 
in population causes an increase in court cases, transportation demands and 

indigent health care, regardless of resident status.”

Williamson County Judge Dan Gattis

“The greatest illegal immigration challenge for Travis County is our effort to comply 
with Immigration and Customs Enforcement’s request that counties detain for 
up to 48 hours persons suspected of having ‘immigration status issues.’ … In 
my view, we should adopt two different standards: First, afford these persons 
the same presumption of innocence until proven guilty that other arrestees are 
granted; and second, detain only persons who are charged with or have been 
convicted of felony or serious misdemeanor offenses.”

Travis County Judge Samuel Biscoe

sources: Pew Hispanic Center, texas Comptroller’s office, u.s. Census Bureau

ESTIMATED AnnuAl COnTRIBuTIOn 
TO THE TEXAS ECOnOMY BY 
unDOCuMEnTED WORKERS

ESTIMATED 
PERCEnTAGE OF THE 
TEXAS WORKFORCE 
In 2010 THAT WAS 
COMPOSED OF 
IllEGAl IMMIGRAnTS

ESTIMATED

IllEGAl IMMIGRAnT 
POPulATIOn In TEXAS

ESTIMATED IllEGAl IMMIGRAnT 
POPulATIOn NATIONWIDE

Proposals to reduce that number have ranged from creating 
a guest worker plan with a path to citizenship to an outright 
mass deportation. 

i l l e g a l  i M M i g R a N T
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$17.7 billion

11 million–20 million

1.6 million

Experts estimate the 
illegal immigrant 
population in Texas  
to be higher than in  
any other state  
except California.
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bluebaker.com
Open daily 7am - 10pm. Delivery and catering available.
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FREE 9” SPECIALTY PIZZA 
with purchase of any pizza of 

greater or equal value. 
Valid for dine-in only from 5–10pm. 

Expires March 31, 2013. One per customer. 
Not valid with any other discounts.

(512)452-5211

621 W. St. Johns Ave.
Austin, TX 78752

You Can Join!

www.txdpscu.org
Full Financial Institution

Dependable
Personal
Service

Open an
Account
Today!
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Put the power of a 
conversation to work 
on your finances

Receive a discount of up to $20 on TurboTax® products when you meet with a banker*

The start of the year is the perfect time 
to sit down with a Wells Fargo banker to 
take a look at your finances and figure 
out where improvements can be made. 
One quick and easy discussion about 
your priorities and goals can help you take 
control of your finances and create the year 
you’d like to have. Call 1‑800‑WFB‑OPEN 
(800‑932‑6736) or stop by to start a 
conversation today.

*The TurboTax discounts are as follows: $10 off TurboTax Online Deluxe (Online Federal and desktop download); $15 off TurboTax Premier (Online Federal and desktop download); $20 off TurboTax Home 
& Business (Online Federal and desktop download); and $20 off Business (desktop download only). At the end of your meeting or call with the Banker, you will receive a card with a link to the offer 
website to take advantage of this discount. You are responsible for any fees or charges in excess of the discount value. Promotion ends 04/15/13 and discount must be redeemed by 10/15/13. Limit one 
discount per person. Terms, conditions, features, availability, pricing, service and support options for TurboTax products subject to change without notice. You are responsible for determining whether 
any information, product or service is appropriate or suitable for you based on your objectives and personal and financial situation. You should consult an attorney or tax professional regarding your 
specific situation and requirements. All rights reserved. Intuit, TurboTax and TurboTax Online, among others, are registered trademarks and/or service marks of Intuit Inc. in the United States and other 
countries. Other parties’ trademarks or service marks are the property of their respective owners.
© 2013 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Member FDIC. (782802_07195)
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Green Business is Good Business
The Austin Green Business Leaders program was created by the City of Austin  
to support Austin businesses and their pursuit of sustainability. Whether you’re  
an established green business or just getting started, Austin Green Business  
Leaders can help your business protect the environment, save money, and  
make Austin a more livable place. 

JOIN THE CLUB*

Balcones Resources, Inc.
Barr Mansion
Build A Sign
Dell, Inc.
Eco Chic Floral
EnviroMedia Social Marketing
Foundation Communities
Goodwill Industries of Central Texas
Green Host It, Inc.

HM Risk Group
House + Earth
in.gredients
JK Commercial Cleaning
McKinney York Architects
Office Depot
Patrick Lane Photography
Pearson, Inc.
Praecipio Consulting

ProGraphix
Rackspace
The Right Environment Ltd. Co.
Samsung Austin Semiconductor
The Shaw Group
Snap Kitchen
St. David’s Episcopal Church
Texas Sake Company
Wyndham Garden Hotel
Whole Foods Market*Platinum Level Austin Green Business Leaders as of 1/31/13

SIGN UP: www.austintexas.gov/sustainability



Central Austin Edition • February 2013 news  13

Single-sex schools coming to Austin ISD

By Kelli Weldon
New single-sex schools are in the 

works for Austin ISD following votes at 
the board of trustees meeting Jan. 28.

Two separate options were proposed 
for AISD—one was for a college prepa-
ratory school for young men, and the 
other was for a new design to convert 
two existing coed middle schools into 
single-sex schools in District 1, which is 
in Northeast Austin. 

Pearce, Garcia get new design
The board voted 5-3 in favor of the 

recommendation to turn Pearce and 
Garcia middle schools into two single-
sex schools in District 1, starting with 
the 2014–15 school year. The attendance 
zones for each school will be combined, 
resulting in one school educating girls 
and one educating boys. 

Trustees Lori Moya, Cheryl Bradley, 
Amber Elenz, Tamala Barksdale and 
board President Vincent Torres supported 
the recommendation, while trustees Ann 
Teich, Jayme Mathias and Gina Hinojosa 
opposed. Trustee Robert Schneider was 
absent from the dais. Those in favor of the 
change cited the need to do something 
different to educate students at those 
schools, both of which have been rated 
Academically Unacceptable for three of 
the past four years. 

During discussions about bringing 
more single-sex education to AISD, 
trustees and members of the community 
pointed to the Ann Richards School for 
Young Women Leaders as an example of 
the positive impact the education style 
can have on students’ performance. 

The school opened in August 2007. 
District 1 trustee Cheryl Bradley said 
she thinks the school’s focus on hiring 
quality leaders and instructors is an ele-
ment that should be present in the new 
single-sex schools.

She said Garcia and Pearce currently 

EDuCATION

committee proposes projects to be 
included in bond’s scope of work
throughout January and February, the 
austin isd board of trustees considered 
proposed projects for a potential  
$889 million austin isd bond package. 

the bond’s proposed scope of work, 
developed by the Citizens’ Bond advisory 
Committee and first presented to the board 
Jan. 14, included four new elementary 
schools, a college preparatory school for 
young men, plans for design and feasibility 
of a new south high school and renovations 
at several schools.

at public hearings, parents, teachers and 
members of the community have shared 
comments and questions about some of 
the proposed projects, with many asking 
the board to ensure specific improvements 
at their schools end up in the final bond 
package.

The cbac’s recommendations included:
•	Campus improvements for food services
•	Maintenance, facility and equipment 

upgrades
•	districtwide transportation upgrades 
•	districtwide technology upgrades
•	land acquisition
•	districtwide safety and security initiatives
•	Four new elementary schools with locations 

based on student population growth 
•	new south high school (feasibility and 

design) 
•	Campus library improvements 
•	Fine arts facility improvements and additions 
•	Physical education and athletics facility 

improvements and additions
•	special education facility improvements 
•	school for young men (renovations at  

alternative learning Center)
More aisd bond information is available at 
www.austinisd.org.

source: austin isd

Board, CBAC review proposed projects for bond package

Students at the Ann Richards School for Young Women leaders are seen on the first day of school. The 
proposed districtwide school for young men will be modeled after the Ann Richards school.
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Board votes to convert Pearce, Garcia to new single-sex design, 
OKs school for young men as Ann Richards School companion

feed into Lyndon B. Johnson Early College 
High School, making it the only AISD 
high school where the middle schools that 
feed into it are low-performing. 

“I do want people to understand that 
these will be two schools where remedial 
education will not be the basis. Some-
times when our kids go forward from 
elementary to middle school, there’s a 
gap, and middle school becomes reme-
dial school,” Bradley told Community 
Impact Newspaper. “What I want to see 
is a rigorous, strong curriculum that has 
the same quality as Ann Richards—and 
we have to keep in mind this is just 
middle school and not a high school—
because we want the kids to be prepared 
for LBJ Early College High School.”

The Garcia and Pearce planning team 
supported establishing two single-sex 
middle schools in a combined attendance 
area. Students will be able to “opt out” 
and attend another middle school such 
as Dobie, Martin, Lamar or Webb, AISD 
Superintendent Meria Carstarphen said.

Boys school to echo Ann Richards
The proposed districtwide college 

preparatory school for young men would 
serve as a companion school to the Ann 
Richards school.

With a 6-2 vote, trustees approved 
the proposal to renovate the Alternative 
Learning Center in Central Austin and 
establish the school at that site. Hinojosa 
and Barksdale opposed.

At the Jan. 28 meeting, district advi-
sory committee member Alberto Gonza-
lez told trustees that the school is needed 
to provide equality of opportunity for 
male students because there is an exist-
ing college preparatory school for girls.

“I think it’s the right thing, from an 
equity standpoint,” Torres said.

The board plans to work toward secur-
ing about $22 million in funding for 
renovating the ALC site at 901 Neal St. 

and relocating its services elsewhere. The 
Moody Foundation had already com-
mitted up to $4.6 million for the project, 
contingent on board approval, Carstar-
phen said. 

The boys school is one of the projects 
that has been considered and dis-
cussed by the board as part of the AISD 

Citizens’ Bond Advisory Committee’s 
proposed $889 million bond package for 
the district. 

If voters decide against funding the 
school for young men with the bond, 
Carstarphen said the district will then 
reach out to supporters and funders to 
discuss other possible options.

Austin ISD ranks second nationally among school 
districts for renewable energy use, EPA reports
By Kelli Weldon and Lyndsey Taylor

Austin ISD ranks second in 
the nation on the Environmental 
Protection Agency’s newest list 
of the largest green power users 
in K–12 schools during 2012, 
according to Paul Turner, AISD 
executive director of facilities.

Many school districts partici-
pate in the EPA’s Green Power 
Partnership program, which 

encourages companies and orga-
nizations to use green energy. 
Districts on the list were ranked 
in order of their percentage of 
green energy use, and the group’s 
combined usage amounts to more 
than 177 million kilowatt-hours 
of green power annually, accord-
ing to the EPA.

AISD contracts with Austin 
Energy and participates in its 

Green Choice program, which 
allows the district to use environ-
mentally friendly energy sources 
such as wind energy, Turner said.

“It’s part of the total amount 
of energy that we use every year, 
which is somewhere in the neigh-
borhood of 160 million kilowatt-
hours,” he said, noting about 20 
million kwh are green energy. 
He added the district has been a 

leader in the field for years, but 
with 107 million kwh of green 
energy, Chicago Public Schools 
now tops the list.

“The district sees this as kind 
of a validation and recognition of 
the overall commitment that we 
have to environmental steward-
ship and sustainability, and we’re 
grateful that we’re still being 
recognized as one of the lead-
ers in this across the country,” 
Turner said.

Round Rock ISD ranked third 
in the nation for its renewable 
energy use in 2012, according to 

a district news release. The EPA’s 
report shows that RRISD pur-
chased 15,567,055 kwh of wind 
energy, which is 23 percent of its 
total electricity used for the year.

Two other school districts in 
the Austin metro area also made 
the list:

• Lake Travis ISD ranked 
10th with 956,000 kwh of green 
energy, or 14 percent of the dis-
trict’s total electricity used.

• Pflugerville ISD ranked 
20th with 996,000 kwh of green 
energy, or 10 percent of the dis-
trict’s total electricity used.
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04 through 05 
Amplify Austin

a communitywide day of online philanthropy sponsored in part 
by Community Impact Newspaper aims to raise $1 million in 24 
hours. starting at 7 p.m. on March 4, people can select from a 
list of more than 300 local nonprofits to which to donate.  
https://amplifyaustin.s3.amazonaws.com/index.html

05 Sam Houston birthday celebration
the sam Houston state university alumni 

association celebrates the school’s namesake with a party 
that all sHsu alumni, students, faculty and staff are invited to 
attend. the event features remarks from sHsu President dana 
Gibson and others. 6:30 p.m. $25. the Bob Bullock texas 
state History Museum, 1800 Congress ave. 800-283-7478

05 through 06 
The Joffrey Ballet with The university of Texas 

Symphony Orchestra
the two ensembles are to perform three pieces, including 
“son of My Chamber symphony,” “after the rain” and “le 
sacre du Printemps (the rite of spring).” 2013 marks the 
100th anniversary of the world premiere in Paris of “the rite 
of spring” by igor stravinsky. 8 p.m. $36–$42, $10 (students, 
staff, seniors and military). Bass Concert Hall, 2350 e. Campus 
drive. 512-477-6060. www.texasperformingarts.org

08 through 17 
South by Southwest Music and Media 

Conference
the annual event is split into interactive, Film and Music 
conferences. Former Vice President al Gore and musician dave 
Grohl are among the participants. $650 (Film), $795 (Music), 
$1,150 (interactive), $1,350 (gold badge), $1,595 (platinum 
badge). Various locations. www.sxsw.com

08 through 23 
Rodeo Austin

Held annually, this rodeo is the world’s fifth-largest indoor, 
regular season Prorodeo event. 10 a.m.–11 p.m. Parking 
$10. Fairgrounds: Free (under 2 years old), $5 (children), $8 
(age 13 to adult), $15 (child season pass), $25 (adult season 
pass). Prorodeo and concert passes: $25 (reserved seat), 
$37 (boxed seat), $175 (Xtreme seat). 9100 decker road. 
512-919-300. www.rodeoaustin.com. twitter: @rodeoaustin

17 ‘yo Gabba Gabba! live! Get the Sillies Out!’
the new touring show from the nick. Jr. children’s tV 

program features parts of the past two “yo Gabba Gabba! 
live!” touring programs as well as new music. Hip-hop artist 
Biz Markie joins characters from the tV show during the 
performance. 2 p.m. and 5 p.m. starting at $25. Bass Concert 
Hall, 2350 robert dedman drive. www.texasperformingarts.org

17 St. Patrick’s Day Festival Austin
organized by the Celtic Cultural Center of texas, the 

family-friendly event focuses on the culture of ireland, including 
music, dance, storytelling and language. noon–9 p.m. $9 
(adults) and $2 (children) in advance, $12 (adults) and $5 
(children) at gate. shoal Creek event Center, 8611 n. MoPac. 
www.stpatricksdayaustin.com

23 Mighty Texas Dog Walk
the 1-mile walk around lady Bird lake could 

break multiple world records, including the biggest fur ball 

Taste of Round Rock
sample the various food options round 
rock has to offer, from Cajun specialties to 
swedish meatballs. Proceeds benefit the 

round rock Chamber of Commerce. 6–8 p.m., ViP 
event 5:30–6 p.m. $20 (in advance), $25 (at the door), 
$35 (for ViP event). united Heritage Center, 3400 e. 
Palm Valley Blvd., round rock. 512-255-5805.  
www.tasteofroundrock.com

March 

01 through 03 
 Austin Spring Home and Garden Show

the annual event features thousands of square feet of exhibits. 
Visitors can shop, watch live cooking demonstrations and 
participate in do-it-yourself seminars. available products and 
services include builders, decks, pools, entertainment systems 
and interior design. March 1 from 2–7 p.m., March 2 from  
10 a.m.–7 p.m., March 3 from 11 a.m.–5 p.m. $8.50 (age 17 
and older), $6 (seniors and retired military with id), free (age 16 
and younger). Palmer events Center, 900 Barton springs road. 
512-404-4500. www.austinhomeandgardenshow.com

02 13th annual Texas Independence  
Day Parade and 5K

texas independence day is celebrated with a parade and run 
sponsored by the nonprofit Celebration of texas independence 
day inc. the run raises money for the nonprofit’s scholarship 
fund. run starts at 8 a.m., parade starts at 9:30 a.m. runner 
registration is $20. Congress avenue Bridge. 512-288-5506. 
www.celebratetexas.org

02 It’s My Park Day
during the austin Parks Foundation’s biggest 

citywide volunteer event, volunteers work together on a 
variety of park improvement projects throughout austin. 
More than 2,000 austintes volunteered for 70 park 
improvement projects last year, according to the austin 
Parks Foundation. Various times. Free. Various parks, trails 
and open spaces in austin. www.austinparks.org/its-my-
park-day.html

02 urban Dare Austin
urban dare races combine trivia, a photo scavenger 

hunt, and mental and physical challenges. Proceeds raised 
benefit the fight against breast cancer. teams of two solve 
clues to find checkpoints where they must take photos 
or perform dares. Participants can walk, run or use public 
transportation to get to checkpoints. Winners usually finish in 
less than two hours, and most people finish in less than four 
hours. this year’s winners get free entry to the next super 
dare, where they can compete for $5,000. noon. $90 per 
team. the race starts at the dogwood, 715 W. sixth st. 202-
285-4510. www.urbandare.com

02 CASAblanca fundraiser
the fundraiser features a casino, live auction, 

gourmet dining and more. Proceeds benefit Court appointed 
special advocates of travis County, an organization that 
advocates for abused or neglected children. to purchase 
tickets or become an event sponsor, visit the website. 6–11 
p.m. tickets cost $200–$2,000. Hyatt regency austin, 208 
Barton springs road. 512-459-2272. www.casatravis.org/
events/casablanca

03 Zilker Kite Festival
Hundreds of kites are expected to fly at the 83rd 

annual event. sponsored by the exchange Club and the City 
of austin Parks and recreation department, it is the longest 
continually running kite festival in the nation. Contests include 
competitions for the largest kite, smallest kite and most 
unusual kite. 10 a.m.–5 p.m. Free. Zilker Park, 2100 Barton 
springs road. 512-448-5483. www.zilkerkitefestival.com

CAlENDAR
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and most dogs wearing the same bandana. the event 
is put on by texas Hearing and service dogs, which 
trains service dogs and hearing dogs to help people with 
disabilities. 8 a.m.–2 p.m. $35 per dog ($30 in advance). 
auditorium shores, 800 West riverside drive. 512-891-
9090. www.servicedogs.org/dogwalk13

23 Jerry Jeff Walker 2013 Texas Bash
the annual event is a storytelling-oriented show by 

Jerry Jeff Walker, the country music songwriter most known 
for the song “Mr. Bojangles.” an after-party happens at the 
driskill Hotel, 604 Brazos st., where there is a cash bar and 
silent auction benefiting the tried and true Foundation. 8 p.m. 
starting at $45. the Paramount theatre, 713 Congress ave. 
512-472-5470. www.austintheatre.org

29 through 30 
Austin urban Music Festival

the outdoor, family-friendly event focuses on r&B, soul and 
hip-hop music. the festival coincides with the Clyde littlefield 
texas relays, one of the largest track meets in the southwest, 
and performers include Brandy and anthony Hamilton. March 
29 from 3–10:30 p.m., March 30 from 11 a.m.–10:30 p.m. 
$25–$80. auditorium shores, 950 W. riverside drive. www.
austinurbanmusicfestival.com. twitter: @urbanmusicfest

30 Funky Chicken Coop Tour
Check out some of the city’s chicken coops on the 

urban Poultry association of texas inc.’s self-guided tour. 
the purpose of the tour is to encourage austinites to raise 
chickens at home by showing the multiple ways coops can fit 
into an urban residence without creating a nuisance, according 
to the tour’s website. rain or shine. 10 a.m.–4 p.m. $10 per 
map. Various locations. http://austincooptour.org

sponsored by

Find more or submit Central austin events at  
www.impactnews.com/austin-metro/central-austin

to have Central austin events considered for the print 
edition, they must be submitted online by the second 
Wednesday of the month.

online Calendar
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Country musician Alvin Crow (left) and Broken Spoke co-owner James White are seen at the dance hall.
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The Broken Spoke
Honky-tonk brings country music to the city

James White, The Broken Spoke’s 
73-year-old co-owner, is never short of 
stories.

 From recalling going to honky-tonks 
as a child with his parents to the time his 
idol, Bob Wills, the legendary co-founder 
of American swing music, played a show 
at his venue, White said he has accumu-
lated plenty of memories while giving 
customers memories of their own since 
opening The Broken Spoke in 1964. 

“I wanted it to be a place like no other,” 
he said. “When people open the [Broken 
Spoke’s] front door, they know they are 
not in Carnegie Hall; they are in the best 
dance hall in Texas.”

White said there was not another 
building in sight when he opened The 
Broken Spoke. However, the honky-tonk 
is now saddled between construction on 
two high-rise condos and is in an area 
that has turned into a highly developed 
corridor.  

Despite the development, White said 
he is trying to make the most out of the 
situation.

“You kind of try to take it as it comes,” 
he said. “When all is said and done, we 
will have 500 new neighbors, and we will 

try to make country music lovers out of 
them.”

White was 25 when he opened The 
Broken Spoke. He said he thought 
about opening the honky-tonk while in 
the Army and wanted it to be like the 
honky-tonks and bars he went to with his 
parents growing up in Austin. 

“I just wanted a place of my own,” he 
said. “I never, ever didn’t think it would 
be successful. I jumped in with both feet 
and just had to work 16 hours a day, seven 
days a week to make it work.”

In addition to booking local bands and 
musicians such as Alvin Crow and Dale 
Watson, nationally known artists such 
as Willie Nelson, George Strait and Roy 
Acuff have played at The Broken Spoke. 

White runs The Broken Spoke with 
his wife, Annetta, and their daughters 
are also involved in the business. While 
White said he has watched Austin 
dramatically change, his mission has 
remained the same.

“I’ve never strayed too far from the 
country music roots,” he said. “I love 
country music. I’ve always been that way. 
It’s what I was raised on, and I’ve always 
kept it like that.”

3201 s. lamar Blvd.
512-442-6189
www.brokenspokeaustintx.com

Two-step dance lessons
the Broken spoke hosts dance lessons 
Wednesday–saturday from 8–9 p.m.

the dance lessons, which cost $8, focus 
on the texas two-step and are run by 
terri White, the daughter of co-owners 
James and annetta White. the texas 
two-step is the country-western dance 
that usually consists of two quick steps 
and a slow step.

“i think we probably give the best dance 
lessons out of anywhere in town,” James 
White said.  

Food at the Spoke
in addition to dancing and music, the 
Broken spoke serves food tuesday–
saturday.

the menu includes Mexican dinners, 
barbecue plates and what owner James 
White calls the best chicken-fried steak 
in town.

the chicken-fried steak is breaded twice 
and served with a house-made gravy. 
White said much of the menu has dishes 
made from longstanding family recipes.

By Gene Davis

Interiors

Call today for your free consultation. 512-992-4220

Style and C omfort 
for your Home

Before After

Interior Design | Renovating | Staging | Design Consultant/Shopper
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‘Songwriters Across Texas’
a tV show focusing on local songwriters is 
filmed at the Broken spoke and airs sundays at 
11:30 a.m. on CW austin KnVa.

“songwriters across texas,” which is from 
executive Producer Pitt Garrett, features 
performances from one established and one 
up-and-coming texas songwriter. the 30-minute 
episodes include off-stage interviews with 
the songwriters as well as a “Broken spoke 
Memories” segment hosted by the venue’s owner, James White.

during the episodes, selected songwriters perform with a house band consisting of 
drummer Wes starr, upright bassist Billy Horton, pianist nick Connolly and guitarist redd 
Volkaert. Volkaert said “songwriters across texas” is a valuable asset for local songwriters.

“Where else are they going to get this exposure?” he said. “it’s a wonderful opportunity.”

For more information, visit www.songwritersacrosstexas.com.

The Broken Spoke
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901 W. 18th St.
3 Beds, 2 Baths, 2  ½Baths
$899,900
Carra Elkins
(512) 422-9411

DOWNTOWN

5702 Barker Ridge Dr.
4 Beds, 4 Baths
$499,900
Catherine Myers
(512) 423-9349

GREAT HILLS 

2505 Enfield Road # 7
2 Beds, 2.5 Baths
$650,000
Susan Hochderffer
(512) 689-0944

OLD WEST AUSTIN 

1904 Morrow
3 Beds, 2 Baths
$385,000
Judy Arnold
(512) 431-9244

CRESTVIEW

1529 Barton Springs Rd.,  
Unit 21
3 Beds, 3.5 Baths
$1,500,000
Becky Heiser   
(512) 496-5805

BARTON SPRINGS

1111 W. 12th St. #116
2 Beds, 2.5 Baths
$692,999
Rene Brown
(512) 750-0729

CLARKSVILLE

615 Hearn
3 Beds, 2.5 Baths
$799,000
Carol Strickland
(512) 426-2381

DEEP EDDY

3108 Pleasant Run Place #3
4 Beds, 4 Baths
$1,210,000
Mary Margaret George
(512) 589-9508

TARRYTOWN

2703 Maria Anna Road  
3 Beds, 3 Baths
$899,000
Wendy Griessen
(512) 431-9502

TARRYTOWN

4201 Prickly Pear Dr.
4 Beds, 2 Baths
$529,000
Joanne Senyk & Lori Galloway 
(512) 633-3882

NORTHWEST HILLS

2106 Schulle Ave.
3 Beds, 3.5 Baths
$649,500
Susie Dudley
(512) 497-6332

TARRYTOWN 

8106 Middle Court.
2 Beds, 2 Baths

Kay Keesee
(512) 750-2274
 

NORTHWEST HILLS

4004 Amy Circle
4 Beds, 3 Baths
$399,900
Georgia Levin
(512) 461-2051

AUSTIN WOODS 

10924 Centennial Trail
4 Beds, 3 Baths
$595,000
Carol Strickland
(512) 426-2381

LAUREL CANYON

3713 Windsor Road
4 Beds, 4 Baths
$1,150,000
Marybeth Hubenak
(512) 431-3179

TARRYTOWN

6201 Woodview Ave.
3 Beds, 2.5 Baths
$675,000
Julie Yarbrough
(512) 731-2887

ALLANDALE

®

®

Westlake/Central  512.327.4800 Northwest Austin  512.345.2100

  SOLD   SOLD

  NEW PRICE

  SOLD PRE-  MLS  COMING SOON

  SOLD IN 2 DAYS

  COMING SOON



Central Austin Edition • February 2013 FeaTuRes  17

At Swift’s Attic, co-owner C.K. Chin says he is trying to provide adventurous 
eating in an unpretentious way.

Chin said he was growing weary of the elitism of restaurants in other cities that 
serve adventurous, unusual dishes and wanted Swift’s Attic to join other like-
minded Austin restaurants in bucking that trend. 

“The goal from day one was to provide great food, great atmosphere to anyone 
who wants to take it,” he said. “We didn’t want to alienate anybody. That’s the line 
you tread: How can you be avant-grade and on the cutting edge without ostraciz-
ing people?”

Swift’s Attic, which opened last April, has a chef-driven menu that embraces the 
whimsical and unusual, Chin said. Charred edamame is served with pop rocks; 
pork cheek is paired with fig, mustard and sourdough toast; and grilled baby 
octopi comes with pickle salad.

The kitchen is led by chef Mat Clouser, whose resume includes Austin restau-
rants Uchi, Kenichi and Vespaio.

“My partner [Stuart Thomajan] and I believe you find someone who is great 
about what they do, passionate about what they do, and get out of their way,” Chin 
said. “[Clouser] is one of those people you gravitate towards.”

Despite the preference for the unusual, Chin said the restaurant purposefully 
caters to a wide variety of tastes. The menu has steak frites, for instance, but the 
steak is antelope.

Chin said the restaurant’s atmosphere and decor, which recalls a room in a 
house, helps his mission of putting people at ease.

“If you can feel like you belong, you feel like you’re in my home, then we hit it,” 
he said.

Swift’s Attic

Swift’s Attic co-owner C.K. Chin said his goal is for all diners at the restaurant to feel welcome.
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Swift’s Attic
Downtown eatery focuses on the unusual

315 Congress ave., ste. 200
512-482-8200  
lunch: Mon.–Fri. 11 a.m.–2 p.m.
dinner: Mon.–Wed. 5–11 p.m.,  
thu.–sat. 5 p.m.–12 a.m. 
www.swiftsattic.com

Popular dishes
servers at swift’s attic recommend diners 
order two dishes per person, since the plates 
are small and made for sharing. among the 
popular menu items are:

•	 lockhart quail that is served with bleu 
cheese grits and candied almonds ($18) �

•	 Broken arrow ranch antelope steak frites 
($23)

•	 Grilled oysters served with smoked 
tomatoes and compressed cucumber ($10)

By Gene Davis

Drinks at Swift’s Attic
swift’s attic serves 14 draft beers, 24 types 
of wine by the glass and house-made craft 
cocktails. 

the craft cocktails, all of which cost $12 and 
were created by Jeff Hammett, include:

•	 the 1984 made with death’s door gin, triple 
sec, squozen lemon and lime, angostura 
bitters  �

•	 the razercrac made with vodka, absinthe, 
sweet vermouth and bitters

•	 the eff Cuc made with cucumber vodka, 
house-made cucumber syrup and fresh 
lime

Recommended restaurants
instead of being competitors, the owners 
behind many of the newest and most notable 
austin restaurants are friends with each other, 
swift’s attic co-owner C.K. Chin said.

“We have a community of chefs, owners and 
operators that are all so happy that we are 
doing well that we spread the love,” he said.

Chin said some of his favorite restaurants in 
austin are:

Barley Swine, 2024 s. lamar Blvd.  
512-394-8150. www.barleyswine.com �

Ramen Tatsu-Ya, 8557 research Blvd., ste. 
126. 512-339-0855. www.ramen-tatsuya.com

Contigo Austin, 2027 anchor lane.  
512-614-2260. www.contigotexas.com/austin
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buying A new nATuRAL gAs wATeR heATeR?
MOney’s wAiTing FOR yOu.

* Qualified customers within the Austin, Sunset Valley, Rollingwood, West Lake Hills, Kyle and Cedar Park city limits  
can receive this incentive for both new installations and replacements in either new or existing homes.

When you purchase a tankless or super high-efficiency natural gas water heater, you could receive  

a $600 rebate* from the Texas Gas Service Conservation Program. 

For information and a complete list of rebates and restrictions, visit www.TexasGasService.com/Rebates, 

email Conservation@TexasGasService.com or call us at (512) 370-8243.

DINING

Barley Swine chef and owner Bryce Gilmore cooks small 
plates at the high-end gastropub.
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By Annie Drabicky

Fossils • Incense • Celtic, Pagan & Native American Items • Crystals • Clocks • Geodes • Bookends • Fossils • Tables • Salt Lamps  M
eteorites • Pyram

ids • Gem
s • Petrified W

ood • Slabs • Tum
bled Stones        ntain’s • CD’s • Spheress • Jewelry • Hearts • Obelisks • Globes • Carvings • Oils • Incense • Candles • Beads & Findings •      

Gi
fts

 •
 B

oo
ks

   
Sa

cr
ed

 G
em

oe
tr

y 
Se

ts
 •

 L
ap

id
ar

y 
Su

pp
lie

s 
• 

Bo
ok

en
ds

 

Nature’s Treasures

“We Rock”

Fountain’s • CD’s • Spheres • Jewelry • Hearts • Obelisks • Globes • Carvings • Oils • Incense • Candles • Beads & Findings • Gifts 

of Texas

ntrocks.comCheck our website for 
Community Center events!

Central Austin | 4103 North | IH-35 

512.472.5015 Open 7 days

IH
 3

5

Airport Blvd.

45th St.

381/2 St. Wilshire 
Blvd.

VISIT OUR ROCK DEPOT 
(previously Braker & Kramer location)

7th ANNUAL TUCSON TRUCK SALE
We heard you... now extended for 2 WEEKENDS.

Fri., March 8th thru Sun., March 10th
Fri., March 15th thru Sun., March 17th

Watch for our e-mail listing some of our exciting new buys!

Your Austin area source for fabulous fabrics and trims, custom window treatments, upholstery, and custom bedding.

314 old highway 183   |   cedar park, tx  78613
512.331.7503   |   plushhomefabric.com

314 OLD HIGHWAY 183   |   CEDAR PARK, TX 78613
512.331.7503   |   PLUSHHOMEFABRIC.COM

Joe Harper
Executive director of the Small Business 
Development Center at Texas State University

As the head of the Small Business Development Center at Texas State University, Joe 
Harper works with entrepreneurs in Austin and 12 Central Texas counties. The Texas 
State SBDC—with offices in San Marcos, Austin and Round Rock—is part of a region 
of centers that serve 79 counties in the Southwest Texas border area, stretching all the 
way west to El Paso. 

Harper began his own entrepreneurial career as an 8-year-old, shining shoes at the 
local barber shop to supplement the allowance his parents gave him. 

“The entrepreneurial spirit was stirred in me then because I realized that it’s not about 
being your own boss,” Harper said. “It’s certainly not about making more money because 
I have yet to see how that comes out. But it is about controlling your own destiny. “

Harper discussed some of the challenges facing entrepreneurs today, the free services 
provided by the SBDC and the state of small-business development in Central Texas.

What services does the SBDC 
provide for entrepreneurs?

We provide the technical assistance to 
help launch a business and expand a busi-
ness. Small businesses, by federal govern-
ment standards, [are] 500 employees or less.  
In the tricounty area—meaning Hays, 
Travis and Williamson counties—there are 
72,000 small businesses. The market’s way 
too big for us to do it alone, so we began 
to form collaborations. We turned what 
was considered to be competition into 
collaboration and into partnerships so we 
can deliver the services necessary to help 
small businesses grow, and then provide the 
technical assistance. We do it through one-
on-one counseling, through training [and] 
through collaboration with other partners.

What incentives exist for women 
and minority entrepreneurs today? 

A lot has changed. [In the] early days, 
there were a lot of set-asides, particularly 
in government contracts. There’s always 
been some interest, at least at the corporate 
level, to make sure that they’re bringing 
the minority and women businesses along. 
We’re beginning to see less and less of that, 
but it is still there. 

The majority of small businesses today 
are women-owned businesses. If we were to 

look at our client pool, you would find that 
it’s probably about 60/40 women-owned 
businesses. [And] it is not necessarily 
lifestyle businesses … a large percentage 
are growth-oriented businesses, which is a 
good sign.

What are some of the things that 
cause a small business to fail?

There are different statistics, but it’s any-
where from 60 [percent]–80 percent of all 
small businesses that start [will] fail within 
the first five years. The reason for that fail-
ure is usually a lack of preparation from the 
beginning. What we do as an organization 
is we provide that assistance to help them 
look at their business, their business oppor-
tunity, their business model. We help them 
develop strategies that are going to allow 
them to execute and execute successfully. 
It’s not about getting the business started; 
it’s about getting it started and keeping it 
sustained over a period of time. 

how do you assist a business that 
does not need to grow?

It’s not always all about growth. There 
[are] retrenchment strategies. What hap-
pened as we’ve gone into the recession since 
2008, businesses have had to learn how to 
survive in a down economy. We work with 

businesses to determine what’s a sensible 
retrenchment strategy. Retrenchment 
means you have to shrink a little bit because 
you can’t afford to stay where you are, but 
you have to stay in business. It’s about keep-
ing them alive long enough till we can find 
that opportunity to grow.

Where is help needed most—Travis, 
Williamson or hays [county]?

That’s a politically loaded question 
because if you would ask any of the politi-
cal officials in any of those counties, they’d 
tell you it was their county. They all make 
that pitch to me, that I need to spend more 
resources in that county. Having said that, 
it seems that at the moment we’re get-
ting the most activity out of Williamson 
County. 

I’m not saying that a lot isn’t occurring 
in other places. Williamson County is not 
growing faster than Travis County or Hays 
County. There’s a lot of pressure for us to 
put more resources into Hays County and 
the I-35 corridor. A lot is occurring there, 
and we recognize that, so we have begun to 
apply some new resources into that market. 

We’re very fortunate in our market—in 
Texas—that we’re going to be experienc-
ing growth for some time to come. The 
economy in Central Texas looks good.  
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COFFEE WITH IMPACT

Texas State SBDC—Austin office 
314 e. Highland Mall Blvd., ste. 304

the main phone number for all offices is  
512-610-0996, or toll-free 888-800-4800  
http://sbdc.mccoy.txstate.edu

Texas State SBDC—Round Rock office 
1555 university Blvd., ste. 265

Texas State SBDC—San Marcos office 
1340 Wonder World drive, ste. 108

Joe Harper discusses some of the changes 
entrepreneurs have seen in the local business 
landscape in recent years.
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Inside the SBDC
•	the center has created partnerships that 

include the international trade Center, Pro-
curement technical assistance Center, sB-
dCnet research, the City of austin’s small 
Business development Program, sCore 
and BiG austin’s Women’s Business Center.

•	according to the sBdC, in 2012, advisers at 
the center worked with more than 700 busi-
nesses, helping to launch 64 and expand  
43 of those. that work led to the creation of 
490 new jobs and the retention of 275 jobs, 
as well as the acquisition of more than  
$19 million in capital and more than  
$60 million in contracts for Central texas.

•	the sBdC offers dozens of free classes 
in english and spanish. topics range from 
advertising and building a website to emer-
gency preparedness, obtaining government 
contracts, intellectual property and more. 

•	sBdC Global helps entrepreneurs connect 
directly with businesses in Central and south 
america. Foreign and u.s. sBdC programs 
provide counseling to help owners maintain 
that business relationship, said Joe Harper, 
executive director of the sBdC at texas state.
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lift Alliance

Kelly White (left) and Julia Spann, co-CEOs of lift Alliance, formed the nonprofit to create a collaborative 
approach to dealing with issues such as child abuse and sexual and domestic violence.
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lift Alliance
Local nonprofits unite to address child abuse, 
sexual and domestic violence in Austin area

Officials of both Austin Chil-
dren’s Shelter and SafePlace 
say they believe there is power 

in numbers and partnerships. The two 
organizations have joined together to 
form Lift Alliance to strengthen their 
voice against crimes such as child abuse 
and sexual and domestic violence, as 
well as to combine some services to bet-
ter assist those affected by those issues.

Julia Spann, executive director of 
SafePlace and co-CEO of Lift Alliance, 
said the issues of domestic and sexual 
violence and child abuse have histori-
cally been addressed separately, but she 
feels a more holistic approach to those 
problems will yield better results and 
treatment.

“People don’t live in silos, and these 
families aren’t split into silos,” Spann 
said. “If we’re really going to do some-
thing about victimization, we have to 
talk about it across a full life spectrum 
for a family, and we have to talk about 
the various types of violence. All are 
bad, and all need to end.”

Lift Alliance became fully operational 
in January and provides service to 
children and adults who have suffered 
abuse, as well as curriculum for children 
and teens to help prevent violence. The 
joint venture has already allowed the 
the University of Texas — University 
Charter School, George M. Kozmetsky 
Campus at SafePlace to also serve the 
children at ACS and the Teen Parent 
Program at ACS to be open to clients at 
SafePlace.

Kelly White, ACS executive director 
and co-CEO of Lift Alliance, said Lift 
Alliance has already seen results from 
the partnership through children want-
ing to stay in school at SafePlace.

“The immediate success is that some 
of the kids, when they’ve gone from the 

NONPROFIT

4800 Manor road
512-356-1643
www.liftalliance.org

The partner organizations
safePlace
safePlace strives to rid the community 
of rape, sexual abuse and domestic 
violence through an emergency shelter, 
legal accompaniment, the university of 
texas – university Charter school, George 
M. Kozmetsky Campus and counseling. in 
2010, safePlace provided 804 people with 
36,680 nights at the emergency shelter and 
answered 12,868 hotline calls. 

austin children’s shelter
austin Children’s shelter provides a home 
and supportive services for children and 
young adults. the current shelter has 78 
beds and provided 19,100 nights in 2011. 
the average length of stay at the shelter 
in 2011 was 47 days; the longest stay was 
197 days.

Teen Parent Program

one of the first programming changes 
initiated by lift alliance was opening austin 
Children’s shelter’s teen Parent Program 
to young mothers from safePlace.

the teen Parent Program was launched 
in 2010 to teach positive parenting skills 
to help participants break away from a 
cycle of abuse and neglect. the program 
is designed for up to 22 parents with their 
children.

Kelly White, executive director of austin 
Children’s shelter and co-Ceo of lift 
alliance, said educating young parents is 
crucial in keeping families together.

“the best place for a child is with a parent, 
and through the years, over and over and 
over again, [what we’ve] seen is if we can 
just help those parents learn how to be 
better parents, we’d never get to the point 
where we’d have to take a child away,” 
White said.

in 2011, 11 mothers and 14 children were 
enrolled in the teen Parent Program.
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By the numbers: the need

By Peter McCrady

11
times

Children that 
are abused or 
neglected are

more likely to 
be arrested 
when older.

30,000
women and 
children are 
abused each 
year in austin.

an estimated

175,421
there were

investigations of 
child abuse in 
2011 in texas.

56,068 child abuse 
investigations in texas in 2011 also 

found other family violence in the home.
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children’s shelter on into a foster placement, 
have requested that they continue going to 
school at the charter school at SafePlace,” 
White said.

Though SafePlace and ACS have part-
nered to help battle child and sexual abuse 
and domestic violence, both will continue to 
function as separate organizations, having 
their own programs, boards, donors and 
events.

Spann and White said both ACS and 
SafePlace are two established organizations 
in the community with very strong brands, 
fundraising and governmental support, and 
both organizations need that autonomy to 
continue to function.

“We can amplify our efforts by coming 
together,” Spann said. “We have two well-
regarded organizations that are doing amaz-
ing work, and partnership can enhance 
that.”

As Lift Alliance gains more traction 
and experience, officials hope to add more 
organizations to form a stronger message 
advocating against all forms of abuse.

“If our goal, which it is, is to really end 
abuse and violence, then we need to come 
together and look at a more holistic view,” 
White said. 

Congress avenue kayaks

Your Downtown Kayaking 
and sup Headquarters 

What we offer: easy to paddle, sit-in and sit-on-top 
kayaks and SUPs for rent by the hour or by the half-day, on 

Lady Bird Lake, next to the Congress Avenue Bridge.

WALLER CREEK BOATHOUSE
BELOW THE FOUR SEASONS HOTEL

74 Trinity Street Austin, TX 78701
512.809.8916 • CongressKayaks.com

Come Join Us!
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Combine up to $3,200 in Rebates 
with a Low-Interest Loan for
Energy-Efficiency Improvements.

LIMITED TIME OFFER!

Thanks to bonus rebates available through a federal grant it has 
never been more affordable to make needed energy-efficiency 
improvements to your home. Visit www.austinenergy.com and 
click on “Participating Companies” and get your free home 
energy analysis.

A City of Austin Program

THE BEST OFFER IS BACK
AND BETTER THAN EVER!
THE BEST OFFER IS BACK
AND BETTER THAN EVER!

FIGHT CANCER

1-888-864-I CAN (4226) 

www.HowAustinFightsCancer.com

• 33,000  patients have been treated since 2006.

• 41  board-certified physicians offer a full range of services, including medical oncology, hematology, radiation oncology, 
gynecologic oncology, neurologic oncology, sarcoma and orthopaedic oncology and breast surgery.

• 43  cancer therapies have been FDA-approved as a result of our research.

• 32 open clinical research trials, including Phase 1 and NCI-funded studies.

• 5 leading-edge radiation oncology centers.

• #1 leader in community-based hereditary cancer risk assessment in the nation.

Learn more about the comprehensive cancer care you can receive at HowAustinFightsCancer.com.

THE LATEST TREATMENTS ARE RIGHT HERE, RIGHT NOW.

AUSTIN  •  BASTROP  •  CEDAR PARK  •  HARKER HEIGHTS  •  KYLE  •  LAKEWAY   

MARBLE FALLS  •  ROUND ROCK  •  SAN MARCOS  •  SMITHVILLE

You don’t have to leave  
Austin for comprehensive cancer care.
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Austin Chamber of Commerce 
offices, Hilton Austin Downtown, 
500 E. Fourth St. 

“Innovation 
U.—Getting 
Great Ideas 
Out the Door”
University 
of Texas 
President Bill 
Powers. March 

9 from 12:30–1:30 p.m. Omni 
Downtown, Capital Ballroom, 
700 San Jacinto Blvd.
 

“The New 
Golden Age of 
Human Space 
Flight” Por-
talarium Inc. 
co-founder 
Richard Garri-
ott de Cayeux 
Ph.D, March 

11 from 11 a.m.–noon. Austin 
Convention Center, Ballroom D, 
500 E. Cesar Chavez St.

“Conscious 
Capitalism: 
Liberating the 
Heroic Spirit 
of Business”
Whole Foods 
Market 
founder John 

Mackey. March 10 from 11 a.m.–
noon. Austin Convention Center, 
500 E. Cesar Chavez St.

“Fueling Austin’s Tech Industry 
with Education”
Austin Community College 
President Richard Rhodes;
Pauline Dow, Austin ISD chief 
academic officer; Donald Chris-
tian, dean of the College of Busi-
ness at Concordia University; 
and Nathan Green of the Austin 
Young Chamber. March 10 from 
11 a.m.–noon. Austin Chamber of 
Commerce offices, Hilton Austin 
Downtown, 500 E. Fourth St. 

“TacoJournalism: Revenge  
of the Taco Blogger” 

“Before Midnight”
From Austin director Richard 
Linklater. March 9 from 9:45–
11:33 p.m. Paramount Theatre, 
713 Congress Ave.

“The Bounceback”
A comedy set in Austin.
March 9 from 2–3:32 p.m.
Paramount Theatre, 713 Congress 
Ave.

“Computer Chess”
A film from Andrew Bujalski, 
who has lived in Austin.
March 11 from 4:30–6:02 p.m. 
Vimeo Theater, 201 Trinity St.

“A Conversation with Matthew 
McConaughey”
March 10 from 3:30–4:30 p.m. 
Austin Convention Center, 500 E. 
Cesar Chavez St.

“Mud” 
An adventure film starring Mat-
thew McConaughey and directed 
by Austinite Jeff Nichols.
March 10 from noon–2:10 p.m.
Paramount Theatre, 713 Congress 
Ave.

“Pit Stop”
A parallel story of two gay men 
in a small Texas town directed 
by Austinite Yen Tan. March 11 
from 9:45–11:05 p.m. Stateside 
Theatre, 719 Congress Ave.

Badge walk-up rates
For those wanting to attend sXsW who 
have not yet bought badges, prices for 
badges range from $375 to $1,595 and can 
be purchased online at http://sxsw.com/
attend.
education: $375
Film: $650
Music: $795
interactive: $1,150
Gold (interactive and Film): $1,350
Platinum (interactive, Film and Music): 
$1,595

Film wristBands  
and single tickets
Film wristbands grant attendees entrance 
into screenings immediately after badge 
holders. Wristbands cost $80 and can 
be purchased at Waterloo records as 
well as alamo drafthouse ritz, slaughter 
lane and Village locations. tickets for 
screenings are sold at each venue if seats 
remain 15 minutes before showtime.

music wristBands
With a music wristband, attendees get 
into showcases after badge holders have 
entered. Wristbands do not get attendees 
into the music panels, keynotes and trade 
shows. the second round of wristbands 
are available to austin residents for $179 
while supplies last. For more details, visit 
http://wristbands.sxsw.com

Free events
once again, nationally known bands 
are set to play free shows at auditorium 
shores during sXsW. Cafe tacvba is 
headlining thursday, and the Flaming lips 
and Jim James are playing Friday.

also, the newly named sXsW Gaming, 
the video-gaming component of sXsW 
interactive, is free and open to the public 
March 8–10 at the Palmer events Center, 
900 Barton springs road. sXsW Gaming 
is scheduled to have professional gaming 
tournaments, demos, workshops and 
on-site parties. For more information, visit 
http://sxsw.com/interactive/gaming.

southBites
Paul Qui, the “top Chef” winner who is 
behind the east side King food trucks and 
brick-and-mortar location at Hole in the 
Wall, 2538 Guadalupe st., has partnered 
with sXsW to curate a group of food 
trucks for the festival. southbites will be 
located at the corner of rainey and driskill 
streets and feature food trucks with a 
diverse range of cuisines. 

parking map
the City of austin has created an 
interactive map that will highlight 
everything from available ground 
transportation stands to road closures and 
shuttle routes. the map will be available 
on smartphones at www.austintexas.
gov/department/transportation. austin 
transportation department spokeswoman 
leah Fillion said the interactive map will 
provide a wide range of transportation 
information in one place.

 sXcycles
Platinum, Gold, interactive, Film and Music 
registrants have access to sXcycles, 
a complimentary bikeshare program. 
registrants have access to a bike, helmet, 
locks, Biologic lights and a commute bag. 
the bicycles can be picked up at 513 e. 
Cesar Chavez st.

inFormation

“Preparing High-Tech Innovators 
Through Game Design”
Anne Feritta, community affairs 
manager, AMD Inc., and Joe 
Gonzales, East Austin College 
Prep. Superintendent. March 5 
from 9–10 a.m. Hilton Austin 
Downtown, 500 E. Fourth St.

“The Chang-
ing Face of 
Public Educa-
tion: Today’s 
Learners, 
Tomorrow’s 
Leaders” 
Austin ISD 
Superinten-

dent Meria Carstarphen. March 
5 from 10:30–11:30 a.m. Austin 
Convention Center, 500 E. Cesar 
Chavez St.

“Kids Who Produce News 
Become Better Citizens”
Austin High School teacher Gil 
Garcia. March 5 from 10:30–
11:30 a.m. Hilton Austin Down-
town, Salon E, 500 E. Fourth St.

“From High School to College 
and Career”
Drew Scheberle, senior vice 
president of the Austin Chamber 
of Commerce. March 5 from 
10:30–11:30 a.m. Hilton Austin 
Downtown, Salon B, 500 E. 
Fourth St.

www.tacojournalism.com 
founder Mando Rayo. March 11 
from 5:15–5:30 p.m. Hilton Aus-
tin Downtown, 500 E. Fourth St.

“Building Headquarter Gaming 
Companies in Austin”
Fred Schmidt, co-founder of 
Wild About Music, Austin Rocks 
Texas and Portalarium Inc. 
March 12 from 12:30–1:30 p.m. 
Hyatt Regency Austin, 208 Barton 
Springs Road

while nationally known names such as Dave Grohl and 
Bill Gates have made headlines for their participation 

in this year’s South by Southwest Music and Media Confer-
ence, Austin-based scholars, entrepreneurs, actors, educators 

and musicians will also 
play a significant role in the 
event, SXSW Interactive 
director Hugh Forrest said.

Austinites are featured in 
all aspects of SXSW, from 
Matthew McConaughey 
speaking at the SXSW Film 
festival to University of 
Texas President Bill Powers 
discussing innovation dur-
ing the SXSW Interactive 

festival.   
“I’ve always thought that South by Southwest helps shine 

a very bright light on all the creativity that is happening in 
Austin,” Forrest said.

During SXSW Interactive, Austinite Richard Garriott de 
Cayeux Ph.D, is scheduled to talk about his vision of the new 
Golden Age of space travel. Space travel is a dominant theme 
at SXSW Interactive, as is crowd-source funding and 3-D 
printing, Forrest said.

Forrest said SXSW Interactive continues to shift focus to 
other areas, such as the way technology is impacting fash-
ion, food or changing the world of sports.

“One of the values of an event like South by Southwest is 
that the personality and complexion changes every year,” 
he said. “It’s always fascinating to watch that and to feed off 
that energy as it takes over Austin.”

Music 
March 12–17, 2013

iNTERAcTiVE
March 8–12, 2013

FiLM 
March 8–16, 2013

EDu
March 4–7, 2013

sXsw shines ‘very Bright light’ on austin’s creative community

local voices 
at sXsw

LocAL 
spoTLighT

Compiled by Gene Davis

“Startup Grind Austin Asks 
‘Why Austin?’”
Susan Davenport, Austin Cham-
ber of Commerce, and Bootstrap 
Austin founder Bijoy Goswami. 
March 9 from 9:30–10:30 a.m. 

Aisha Burns
Austin Steamers
Bruce Saunders
Crooked Bangs
Dikes of Hollands
Erin Ivey
Frontier Live
Golden Bear
Hundred Visions
Kay Leotard
Love Inks
Mike and the Moonpies
Moonlight Towers
The Preservation
Residual Kid
The Roosevelts
Ruby Jane
Shakey Graves
Speak
Today is the Day
True Believers
What Made Milwaukee Famous
The Whiskey Sisters
Youngnick
ZEALE
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Edible Decorative

Mexican Folk Art & Pottery | Dessert Nursery | Vietnamese Pottery

5209 Burnet Road | Austin | (512) 323-5563

MIGUEL’S
GALLERY & GARDEN

ANNIVERSARY SPRING BLOWOUT SALE

22  FeaTuRes community Impact newspaper • impactnews.com

African daisy

Pansies

Zinnia

Dianthus

Geranium

Wax begonia

Cyclamen

Impatiens

Torenia

Spring star 
flower

Color of 
flower

Annuals live only one 
growing season

Perennials live two or more 
years

6–12 
inches

12–24 
inches

More than 
24 inches

Plant 
height 

Blackfoot daisy

Hummingbird 
bush

Prairie verbena

full sun Partial shade full shade

Guide to

Montbretia

Oxalis

Golden 
columbine

White snakeroot

Wild blue phlox
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 sources: seedlings Gardening and the Great outdoors Garden Center

W
hether you live in a house with a 
yard or a condo overlooking the 

Austin landscape, there are numerous 
ways you can exercise your green thumb. 

Here are some plants that can do well 
indoors and others that thrive outdoors, 
as well as a non-comprehensive list of 
local nurseries and community gardens.

Basil — This is commonly found in 
Italian cooking as well as Southeast 
Asian cuisine.
Oregano — This herb is often used in 
Italian-American dishes and is also used 
in Turkish, Greek, Lebanese and Syrian 
cuisine. 
Thyme — Thyme is a popular herb 
with many uses in flavoring meat, 
vegetables and soups. It is also an 
ingredient in herbes de Provence.
Parsley — Used in Middle Eastern, 
European and American cooking, 
parsley often is added as a garnish to a 
variety of dishes. 
Cilantro — Also known as coriander, 
cilantro is an herb that can be found in 
Tex-Mex and Latin American cuisine, 
among others.

Fiddle leaf fig — This plant needs 
medium to high sunlight exposure and 
grows best in consistently moist soil 
with proper drainage.
Dracaena marginata — This 
plant needs medium to high sunlight 
exposure. Soil should be mostly dry 
before watering.
Peace lily — This is a plant that 
thrives in low light and can grow to 
20 to 40 inches in height, with white 
blooms often appearing in the spring.
Hawaiian lava rock plant — 
These small tropical plants are rooted 
in lava rocks. The rocks are porous and 
will slowly absorb 
water. Keep the 
plant in a dish, and 
keep the dish half-
full with water.

InDOOr 
PlAnTS OuTDOOr PlAnTS
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Nurseries

1  Shoal Creek nursery
2710 Hancock Drive
512-458-5909
www.shoalcreeknursery.com

2  The Great Outdoors nursery
2730 S. Congress Ave.
512-448-2992
www.gonursey.com

3  Sledd nursery
1211 W. Lynn St.
512-478-9977
www.sleddnursery.com

4  east Austin Succulents
801 Tillery St.
512-947-6531
www.eastaustinsucculents.com

5  emerald Garden
5700 W. Hwy. 290
512-288-5900
www.pondsandgarden.com

central austin edition • February 2013 FeaTuRes  23

 2710 Hancock Drive • Austin, TX  78731 • 512-458-5909 • shoalcreeknursery.com

Wide array of beautiful pottery from
around the world

Locally grown vegetable plants & herbs
Newly arrived annuals & perennials

Locally owned
Experienced & dedicated staff

Organic composts, fertilizers
& pest controls

Unique. Local. Experience.

Community gardens

6  Sunshine Community Gardens
4814 Sunshine Drive
www.sunshinecommunitygardens.org

7  Alamo Community Garden
2101 Alamo St.
512-222-7198

8  Blackshear neighborhood 
Garden
2011 E. Ninth St.
www.facebook.com/Blackshear 
CommunityGarden

9  Clarskville Community  
Garden at the Haskell House
1703 Waterston Ave.
www.historicclarksville.org/ 
haskellHouse.htm

10  Hyde Park Community Garden
610 E. 45th St.
512-236-0074

11  Sunset Valley Community 
Organic Garden
Sunset Valley City Hall,  
3205 Jones Road. 512-891-9103
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12  Festival Beach Community 
Garden
Waller St. and Clermont Ave.
www.festivalbeachgarden.org

13  Kenny Dorham’s Backyard 
Garden
1106 E. 11th St.
512-701-4209

14  Patterson Park Community 
Garden
4200 Brookview Road
www.sites.google.com/site/patterson 
parkcommunitygarden

WHere 
TO SHOP

Compiled by Peter McCrady and Korri Kezar

2
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they will most likely induce a large share of 
the demand they actually get at the hotel, so 
that will lift the whole market up.”

According to information provided by 
the Austin Convention & Visitors Bureau, 
as of September, the Austin Metropolitan 
Statistical Area—an area that includes Bas-
trop, Caldwell, Hays, Travis and Williamson 
counties—has 260 hotels and 29,597 rooms. 
In 2002, the Austin area had 216 hotels with 
23,952 rooms. According to PKF Consulting 
USA—an international firm providing ser-
vices to the hospitality, real estate and tour-
ism industries, the Austin MSA in 2012 had 
an occupancy rate of 68 percent while down-
town had an occupancy rate of 76.5 percent. 
The national occupancy rate in 2012 was 
about 61 percent.

As of January, there are about 10 hotel 
projects in the downtown area in various 
stages of review and construction, accord-
ing to the city’s Planning and Development 
Review Department. The department also 
listed 15 prominent hotel projects in plan-
ning and construction phases throughout 
the city as of November 2012, including 
hotels downtown.

Stephen Genovesi, senior vice president of 
sales with the Austin Convention & Visitors 
Bureau, said he attributes the growth in the 
hotel industry to conventions, a strong busi-
ness climate and leisure activities including 
events and festivals.

“I think we’re the envy of a lot of cities in 
that some cities only have the convention 
side,” Genovesi said. “Some have maybe a 
stronger leisure side but not the conven-
tion side, but we have all three. It really is 
a great position to be in, especially when 
you’re looking at opportunity in the future 
for hotels.”

Genovesi said with the additional hotels, 
Austin is being considered for larger con-
ventions that will bring more people down-
town and help bolster local businesses with 
increased tourism traffic.

“Why would you not want to live in a 
city that’s attractive to tourists?” Genovesi 
said. “That just adds to the whole value of 
the marketability for living here. And there’s 
certain wonderful attractions and things that 

Hotels
Continued from | 1
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 www.viol insetc.com

Violins Etc. will be celebrating 20 years of 
supporting Austin’s string players this April 

with sales events and a birthday celebration! 

Visit Violinsetc.com for details.

20th Anniversary!

result from the tourism industry growing 
that locals can take advantage of. Some of the 
best cities in the world that people like to live 
in are also wonderful tourist cities.”

Hotel development and effect
White Lodging Services Corp. is a hotel  

development, ownership and management 
company that manages 21 hotels in the area. 
White Lodging is developing three hotels in 
downtown Austin, including a 1,012-room 
JW Marriott Austin at 110 E. Second St., a 
342-room Westin Austin Downtown Hotel 
at Fifth and Brazos streets, and a 296-room 
Hyatt Place at 211 E. Third St.

Deno Yiankes, CEO of the Investments 
and Development division at White Lodg-
ing, said Austin is a positive market for hotel 
development, indicating key metrics includ-
ing population growth, travel infrastructure, 
and economic and job growth when looking 
to invest in a market. He said  hotel develop-
ment is a good thing for the city through job 

generation and hotel design.
“These aren’t hotels that are just going 

to be prototypes,” Yiankes said. “We take a 
lot of time with our architects and interior 
designers to try to capture some of the local 
attributes, whether it is using some natural 
stone and materials that are found [in] and 
unique to Austin or incorporating some of 
the artwork that’s local to the market.”

Another benefit the city sees from an 
increase in the number of hotels and  
demand is through the 9 cent hotel occu-
pancy tax. In the 2012–13 budget, the city 
expects to collect $51,489,237 from the tax. 
HOT funds are used to promote tourism and 
the convention industry.

But developing a hotel, especially down-
town, comes with its share of difficulties 
including small lot sizes, cost of land and 
adhering to timelines.

“It’s not only difficult to build, but it’s also 
very expensive,” said David Kahn, manag-
ing partner at Colina West Ltd., real estate 

development company.
Kahn presented to Austin City Council 

on Jan. 31 a hotel plan at the intersection of 
Congress Avenue and Eighth Street. How-
ever, the project was denied a variance in the 
Congress Avenue Overlay District, which 
requires buildings have a 60-foot setback at 
90 feet of height. 

The hotel, Kahn said, had the potential to 
be a “catalyst for a resurgence of the north 
downtown area” through its mixed-use con-
cept and unique Austin feel.

“We thought a 24-hour hotel would bring 
customers and traffic to Congress, and it 
would be great for people wanting to see a 
show at The Paramount or the State [the-
aters],” Kahn said. “We thought it would 
revive this whole area of downtown.”

Kahn said it is not economically feasible to 
develop the property without the variance.
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1  JW Marriott Austin
A 1,012-room JW Marriott convention hotel is being 
built on the northeast corner of Congress Ave. and 
2nd St.

2  Hyatt Place
The 296-room Hyatt Place hotel is located a block 
west of the Austin Convention Center.

3  Hotel Van Zandt
A 326-room hotel is being planned in the Rainey Street 
neighborhood near the mouth of Waller Creek.

4  416 Congress
The proposed project is a 26-story boutique hotel at 
the site of the James H. Robertson Building, one of 
Congress Avenue’s oldest buildings. 

5  Fairmont Hotel
This $350 million hotel is designed to have more than 
50 stories and 1,031 rooms east of the convention 
center. 

6  East Austin Hotel
Plans for The East Austin Hotel call for a roughly 
29,000-square-foot complex with five buildings that 
each rises three stories. 

7  Westin Austin Downtown Hotel
The project is a 342-room Westin Hotel to be 
developed by White lodging Services Corp.

8  Thomas C. Green Water Treatment Plant
The project will include a 200-room hotel and about 
82,000 square feet of retail space.

9  Gables Republic Park/Hotel ZaZa
Plans are in the works for a 24-story tower that would 
have 216 luxury apartments atop a 160-room Hotel 
ZaZa.

Downtown Austin hotel projects

source: City of austin

   Tell us what  
     you think. Comment at impactnews.com

Under construction
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How will you change your behavior in response to the new 
single-use carryout bag ordinance?

Take the poll online at impactnews.com/cta-poll

CHAMPIONS SCHOOL OF
PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT

Etiquette in the Workplace

Social Side of Business

Communication Etiquette

Organizational Skills

Dining Etiquette

Powerful First Impressions

Interviewing Skills

Public Speaking Like a Pro

If a career in Real Estate, Loan 
Originator, Inspection or Appraisal 
interests you, give us a call or go to 
ChampionsSchool.com and learn more 
about becoming a licensed professional. 

Classroom | Correspondence | Online

CHAMPIONS SCHOOL  
OF REAL ESTATE®

ChampionsSchool.com
TREC #0005 Open to the Public

Call a Campus Today!
Austin
512-244-3545

San Antonio 
210-349-7600

Register Now: 888-335-6767
www.TheChampionsProfessional.com

Grow Professionally 
with Champions

Bags
Continued from | 1

materials—at the checkout counter. 
There are exceptions to the ordinance. 

Grocery store produce bags and some types 
of restaurant takeout bags, among others, 
can still be thin plastic bags.

Businesses are encouraging customers 
to bring their own reusable bags from now 
on. Stores can provide reusable bags but 
may charge a small fee for them. Stores are 
not required to provide any bags. 

Customers who forget their bags may 
receive handled paper bags made of recy-
cled materials or thicker plastic bags that 
are easier to recycle. 

“The general feedback we’ve heard 
through a pollster is that people support a 
ban on single-use bags,” Austin Resource 
Recovery Director Bob Gedert said. “When 
we started having the public meetings, peo-
ple were concerned about bags disappear-
ing from their selection, so it changed from 
a plastic bag ban ordinance to an ordinance 
regulating what types of bags could be 
offered.” 

Grocery stores
H-E-B spokeswoman Leslie Sweet said 

the supermarket planned to give away 
700,000 free reusable bags in the days lead-
ing up to the ordinance taking effect.

“We’ll continue to have reusable bag 
giveaway programs after the ordinance 
takes effect,” she said.

H-E-B customers can buy a variety of 
reusable bags for 25 cents each, Sweet said. 

H-E-B received permission from the 
city to sell single-use bags as a last resort. 
If an H-E-B customer forgets his or her 
bags, single-use bags may be purchased for 
$1—the price of four reusable bags, Sweet 
added. 

The supermarket, which also owns Cen-
tral Market, is dedicating the money from 
all single-use bag sales toward its reusable 
bag giveaway program.

The ordinance will not significantly 
affect the Austin locations of Whole 
Foods Market; the stores’ paper check-
out bags already meet ordinance stan-
dards, spokeswoman Rachel Malish said. 
The supermarket will continue to offer a  
10 cent discount per bag to shoppers who 
bring in reusable bags.

Wheatsville Co-Op is phasing out its 
plastic bags and offers paper bags made of 
entirely recycled content, Brand Manager 
Raquel Dadomo said.

The cooperative sells a variety of resu-
able bags and refunds customers a nickel 
for each reusable bag shoppers bring in. 

“We end up giving about $300 a week 
in bag credits,” she said. “That amounts to 
about 6,000 bags reused. It’s amazing.”

As of mid-February, Randalls was in the 
process of finalizing bag options, spokes-
woman Connie Yates said. 

Local reactions
Rebecca Melancon, executive director of 

the Austin Independent Business Alliance, 

said she has heard a variety of responses 
from alliance members. 

She said no one is entirely happy, but 
that some people are trying to look on the 
bright side.

“For some, they’re viewing [the new 
bags] as more expensive, which it is con-
siderably, but asking themselves how can 
they use this as a marketing opportunity.”

Members who had used biodegradable 
plastic bags have asked whether the new 
thicker bags, which are not biodegradable, 
are actually better for the environment, she 
said.  

AIBA plans to help businesses sell any 
leftover single-use bags after March 1 by 
connecting them with businesses outside 
of Austin. 

Stacy Guidry, Austin Zero Waste Alli-
ance chairwoman, said the ordinance gives 
consumers a way to make a small change 
in their lives while making a huge impact 
on protecting the planet. She said busi-
nesses also benefit by not having to provide 
single-use bags.

Christian Lane, co-founder of zero-waste 
grocery store in.gredients in East Austin, 
said March 1 was “an important day for 
personal responsibility and wise steward-
ship of our limited resources.”

Suresh Sitapara, owner of Man Pasand 
Grocery in Southwest Austin, said he plans 
to give out reusable bags with the store’s 
name on them. He hopes the bags will 
serve as free advertising for the store. He 
said he supports the ordinance because it 
reduces the amount of plastic bags in the  
environment.

Goodwill Industries had previously 
stopped offering plastic bags, and custom-
ers had responded positively, spokesman 
Zubin Segal said. 

Elizabeth Dominguez, a customer at 

the Whole Foods located at 525 N. Lamar 
Blvd., said she was aware of the bag ban but 
worried that she might forget about it in 
the future.

“I know I might not remember to bring 
my own bag at some point and then be mad 
when I then have to buy some,” she said.

By mid-February, many businesses 
throughout the city had already placed 
“Don’t forget your reusable bags” signs in 
their parking lots.  

Background
The City of Austin is committed to 

reducing the amount of waste it sends to 
landfills by 90 percent by 2040.

In 2011, Mayor Lee Leffingwell said a 
pilot program aimed to reduce single-use 
plastic bags was not meeting Leffingwell’s 
goals, Gedert said. 

City Council asked staff to prepare an 
ordinance that would ban single-use plastic 
bags. Several public hearings and discus-
sions followed, and the ordinance evolved 
based on public feedback. 

Austin City Councilwoman Laura Mor-
rison said there were many trade-offs to 
consider when crafting the ordinance.

“There were a lot of conversations about 
recyclable bags, ‘Should we or should we 
not?’” she said. “If you cannot reuse it many 
times, which is [the case] for the thinner 
plastic bags, then the impact on the envi-
ronment gets to be a big deal. 

“There was lots of looking for where do 
we find the right balance in terms of pro-
tecting the environment and future and 
making it workable,” she said.

City of Austin single-use carryout bag ordinance

Beginning March 1, no one can provide single-use carryout 
bags at any city facility, city-sponsored event or event held 
on city property.

Businesses within city limits must display signs advising 
customers of the benefits of reducing, reusing and 
recycling as well as the need to use reusable bags.

reusable carryout bags may be provided or sold at 
businesses within city limits, city facilities, city-sponsored 
events or any event held on city property.

source: City of austin

Businesses within city limits cannot provide single-use 
carryout bags to anyone. *

* the single-use carryout bag ordinance specifies that 
handled plastic bags must now be 4 mil thick. Mil does 
not stand for millimeter. it is a measurement equal to 
0.001 of an inch.
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Crank up the giving.

You look like a philanthropist—perhaps it’s the heart? We’re 
making donating easy for philanthropists like you on March 
4–5, 2013, Austin’s fi rst 24-hour giving day. Just go to 
ILiveHereIGiveHere.org and choose from over 300 Central 
Texas nonprofi ts to make a donation. With your help, we can 
raise over a million dollars, making it a rocking good day 
for your favorite charities. And, your gifts will be amplifi ed 
thanks to a generous matching pool from University Federal 
Credit Union and The Austin Community Foundation.

#amplifyATX
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impactnews.com
Look for updates daily on

Plus, it’s never been 
easier to stay connected 
and share the news with 

your social network. 

   Easily browse or search news articles from your community or across the state.

   Learn about upcoming events with the community calendar.

   Make your voice heard by commenting on articles or participating in online polls.

Stay informed everyday with online-exclusive 
community news and information.

I-35 plan
Continued from | 1

On its 100 Congested Roadways 
list updated in December, TxDOT 
deemed I-35 from Hwy. 71 to US 
183 the fourth most–congested 
roadway in the state, amounting to 
delays of 559,380 hours per mile. 

Maureen McCoy, director of 
the Capital Area Metropolitan 
Planning Organization, said rep-
resentatives from regional trans-
portation agencies have monthly 
conversations about progress 
on projects because each agency 
plays an integral role in planning. 
CAMPO is an independent gov-
ernment agency that discusses city 
and county transportation needs 
and works with these agencies to 
implement long-term plans.

“We are in constant contact 
with TxDOT because things are 
evolving so quickly,” Maureen 
McCoy said. “This is probably the 
one time that I have seen such tre-
mendous [regional] commitment 
to coming up with a workable 
solution.”

State funds through Rider 42 
are set aside for the most con-
gested roadways. Sen. Kirk Wat-
son, D-Austin, chairman of the 
Rider 42 committee, said he is 
working with the City of Austin, 
the Texas Transportation Institute 
and the Central Texas Regional 
Mobility Authority on both short- 
and long-term projects to relieve 
congestion on I-35. 

“Interstate 35 is the backbone 
of our region’s transportation 
network, and in the portion run-
ning through Austin, the fourth 
most–congested road in the state,”  
said. “Keeping traffic moving in 
this vital corridor requires many 
strategies, potentially including 
increased telecommuting and car 
pools, quick removal of vehicles 
involved in accidents, efficient 
on-ramps and off-ramps, and 

express lanes with fewer entrances 
and exits that give long-distance 
drivers a more dependable travel 
time.”

Creating a road map 
Mobility improvements on I-35 

will stretch across Hays, Travis 
and Williamson counties. In a Jan. 
14 presentation to the CAMPO 
board of directors, Terry McCoy 
revealed citywide short- and long-
term improvements that collec-
tively would provide substantial 
benefits over time.

“We want to stress that we are 
doing this as a community,” Terry 
McCoy said. “It was a locally 
driven initiative.” 

TxDOT hosted workshops Oct. 
30–Nov. 2 to seek community 
input for its plans, and partici-
pants included residents and more 
than 50 local, state and national 
experts. Preliminary projects 
indicated making safety a prior-
ity for multimodal improvements 
for freight trains, bicycles, public 
transit and pedestrians.

Other projects include ramp 
improvements, auxiliary lanes 
and the Future Transportation 
Corridor, which would create an 
additional set of lanes in the I-35 
median, Terry McCoy said during 
the presentation.

“We don’t want to take on any 
challenges that we don’t absolutely 
need to,” Terry McCoy told the 
CAMPO board Jan. 14. “We want 
to do this as quickly and as effi-
ciently as possible.”

Regional options
Maureen McCoy said the trans-

portation industry is working on 
how to give people options that do 
not currently exist. By incorporat-
ing projects such as reducing toll 
rates on SH 130 and adding toll 
lanes on MoPac, transportation 
on I-35 and throughout the region 
will improve, she said.

Steve Pustelnyk, director of 

communications for the Mobility 
Authority, said the organization 
would most likely be responsible 
for carrying out any future express 
lane projects in the region.

“We really don’t know a lot at 
this point about exactly what will 
be done in terms of major-capac-
ity improvements,” Pustelnyk said. 
“When I say major, express lanes 
are probably about as major as 
you can get on I-35. At this stage, 
it is probably not cost-feasible to 
rebuild the entire corridor.” 

He said that at this stage in the 
planning, the Mobility Authority 
does not yet know how it would 
implement express lanes, and one 
of the organization’s challenges is 
identifying funding for toll lanes 
and other projects. 

“The primary reason to do 
express lanes is to create a reliable 
transportation corridor in an oth-
erwise unreliable transportation 
corridor,” Pustelnyk said. “Really 
what we are doing right now is 
trying to keep up with growth.”

Driving ahead
Terry McCoy said TxDOT will 

carry out its plan in five phases 
and is now in Phase 2. Future 
phases include assessing revenue 
options as well as public outreach.

Funds for the projects have not 
been finalized, but so far, he said 
there are three potential sources 
for I-35 improvements in Tra-
vis County: $17 million from the 
state’s Rider 42 funds, $7.8 million 
from CAMPO’s Transportation 
Policy Board, and $1 million from 
the City of Austin.

“We do have to consider that one 
possible solution is to fix the other 
roads around I-35. Because it is so 
difficult, that will have a meaning-
ful impact,” Terry McCoy said.

Tell us what you think.

Comment at impactnews.com
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TxDOT laid out several possible short- and long-term options to 
improve mobility along I-35 throughout Travis County.
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Rebuild frontage roads 
to a consistent three 
lanes in each direction

Build frontage road and 
intersection and bicycle/
pedestrian improvements

Rebuild Howard Ln. 
overpass

Build turnaround bridge 
at Stassney Ln.

Build turnaround bridge 
at William Cannon Dr.

Rebuild Riverside Dr. 
underpass

Rebuild Oltorf St. 
underpass

Rebuild 11th 
and 12th St. 
underpasses

Rebuild or partially 
rebuild Martin Luther 
King Jr. Blvd. for 
transit access

Build turnaround 
bridge at Braker Ln.

71
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Featured Neighborhood
Tarrytown – 78703

Build-out year: not built out

Square footage: 1,800–3,000+

Home values: $250,000–$7 million

Nearby attractions: lions Golf Course, Deep Eddy Pool, 
Mayfield Preserve, Reed Park, access to lake Austin

Property taxes:

Austin ISD:  1.2420 
City of Austin:  0.5029 
Travis County:  0.5001 
Central Health:  0.0789 
Austin Community College district:  0.0951

Total (per $100 value) 2.4190

Market Data provided by 
Bryan Kosarek, REATX 

512-236-8898
603 Davis St., Ste. 102

Austin, TX 78701

REAl ESTATE

Homes on the market (As of 02/18/2013)

Featured homesOverview

Annual home sales (As of 02/18/2013)

no. of homes for sale 24

no. of homes under contract 14

Average days on the market 147

no. of homes sold 138

Square footage (low/high) 1,006 / 7,423

Selling price (low/high) $249,900 / $3,495,000
4 Bedroom / 3 Bath 6,424 sq. ft. $2,995,000
Agent: laura Gottesman  512-451-2422

3208 Greenlee Drive

4 Bedroom / 3 Bath 2,597 sq. ft. $724,900
Agent: Dana Twombly  512-417-0736

3308 Windsor Road

4 Bedroom / 5.5 Bath 4,554 sq. ft. $1,850,000
Agent: laura Gottesman  512-451-2422

3212 Cherry Lane

2 Bedroom / 2 Bath 1,401 sq. ft. $375,000
Agent: Todd Bailey  512-289-0653

1803 Winstead Lane

Purple is the 
new green
Purple pipe represents Austin Water’s commitment to conservation. This 
uniquely colored pipe carries reclaimed water—cleaned wastewater from 
our treatment plants. It is used for non-potable purposes instead of being 
returned to the Colorado river. Reclaimed water is currently used at ABIA, 
Mueller, UT and area golf courses. The reclaimed water distribution system 
is steadily expanding throughout Austin. 
 

This is how Austin Water uses purple to keep things green. 
 

Learn more about how Austin Water is clearly reliable at
austintexas.gov/department/water

austintexas.gov/water
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Mayfield Park, which is in Tarrytown, is known 
for its peacocks.
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Recent Property listings
ZIP code Subdivision Address Bed/Bath  Price Sq.ft. Agent Agency Phone

78701 Austonian Condo Community 200 Congress Ave. 3br/3ba  $1,695,000 2,889 Eric Moreland Moreland Properties 512-924-8442

78701 Austonian Condo Community 200 Congress Ave. 2br/2ba  $1,718,400 1,920 Sarah Railey Moreland Properties 512-623-3633

78701 Austonian Condo Community 200 Congress Ave. 2br/2ba  $2,340,799 2,234 Sarah Railey Moreland Properties 512-623-3633

78701 Austonian Condo Community 200 Congress Ave. 2br/2ba  $1,210,000 1,918 Sarah Railey Moreland Properties 512-623-3633

78701 Avenue lofts Condo 410 Fifth St. 2br/1ba  $449,000 1,537 Matt Easterling urbanspace 512-297-9550

78701 Avenue lofts Condo 410 Fifth St. 1br/1ba  $299,000 782 Jaymes Willoughby Keller Williams Realty 512-347-9599

78701 Condo 210 lavaca St. 3br/3ba  $1,569,000 2,330 Kevin Burns urbanspace 512-848-8722

78701 Division E 1101 Shoal Creek Blvd. 2br/1ba  $285,000 1,094 Perry Henderson Prudential Texas Realty 512-791-7462

78701 Five Fifty 05 Condo 555 Fifth St. 1br/1ba  $320,000 833 Carolyn Skyles Amelia Bullock, Realtors 512-293-5552

78701 Original City 502 13th St. 5br/3ba  $1,700,000 4,326 Dave Bair Prudential Texas Realty 512-423-0456

78701 Residential Condo 360 nueces St. 1br/1ba  $400,000 852 Steven lofaro Prudential Texas Realty 512-507-6086

78701 Town lake Residences Condo 98 San Jacinto Blvd. 1br/1ba  $725,000 1,169 Rachel Hinton Capital City Sotheby's Realty 512-415-7766

78703 2505 Enfield Townhomes Condo 2505 Enfield Road 2br/2ba  $650,000 2,247 Susan Hochderffer Amelia Bullock, Realtors 512-689-0944

78703 Brown Herman 2600 Escondido Cove 3br/4ba  $949,900 2,863 Diane Dillard Amelia Bullock, Realtors 512-426-4368

78703 Brown Herman 2804 northwood Road 4br/3ba  $1,250,000 4,104 leslie Davenport Moreland Properties 512-771-0284

78703 Enfield F 1612 Wethersfield Road 3br/3ba  $549,000 1,508 Doug Roberts Moreland Properties 512-731-5105

78703 Jones & Sedwick 2804 Wooldridge Drive 3br/2ba  $840,000 2,409 Donna Bryant Coldwell Banker united Realtor 512-801-2657

78703 Spring Condo 300 Bowie St. 2br/2ba  $495,000 1,444 Diana Zuniga Investors Alliance Inc. 512-472-8118

78703 Spring Condo 300 Bowie St. 1br/1ba  $350,000 980 Diana Zuniga Investors Alliance Inc. 512-472-8118

78703 Spring Condo 300 Bowie St. 3br/2ba  $895,000 1,631 Diana Zuniga Investors Alliance Inc. 512-472-8118

78703 Tobin & Johnson 1506 Pecos St. 4br/2ba  $685,000 2,123 Tiffany Peters Moreland Properties 512-922-6309

78703 Ward & Treadwell 1803 Winsted lane 2br/2ba  $375,000 1,401 Todd Bailey Realty Austin 512-289-0653

78703 Winn Theresa 703 Theresa Ave. 2br/1ba  $399,900 1,096 Kevin Burns urbanspace 512-848-8722

78704 South Third Street 500 S. Third St. 3br/3ba  $832,000 2,724 larry Allen J.B. Goodwin, Realtors 512-800-1020

78704 Barton Hills 2804 Rae Dell Ave. 3br/2ba  $609,000 1,635 Donna Miller Blairfield Realty 512-968-9080

78704 Bartonplace Condo 1600 Barton Springs Road 1br/1ba  $299,000 743 Patrick Eitel Keller Williams - lake Travis 512-276-8800

78704 Bouldin South 616 live Oak St. 2br/1ba  $425,000 2,000 Timothy Heyl Keller Williams Realty 512-330-1047

78704 Freewater 917 Cardinal lane 3br/1ba  $395,000 t912 Joy Herring Realty Austin 512-659-2386

78704 larchmont Cove Condo 3500 larchmont Cove 3br/2ba  $265,000 1,188 Sandra Clark Amelia Bullock, Realtors 512-826-1604

78704 Sanctuary 3601 Manchaca Road 1br/1ba  $165,000 720 Ryanne Vaughan Keller Williams Realty 512-619-5034

78704 Sola City Homes 2520 Bluebonnet lane 3br/3ba  $449,900 2,187 Barbara Ditlow Realty Austin 512-638-7977

78704 South Park 403 S. Park Drive 4br/3ba  $485,000 1,770 Gilsey Campion Prudential Texas Realty 512-554-3050

78704 The lyric Condominiums 1504 Collier St. 3br/3ba  $529,900 2,333 Vince Heinz Realty Austin 512-905-3030

78731 Highland Village 5009 W. Park Drive 4br/2ba  $398,000 1,673 Bettye Turner J.B. Goodwin, Realtors 512-241-1745

78731 Island at Mount Bonnell Shores 4609 Island Cove 5br/4ba  $3,195,000 5,283 Stephanie nick Capital City Sotheby's Realty 512-426-9183

78731 Oakmont Heights Annex 1812 38th St. 5br/4ba  $750,000 3,225 Janis Higgins Amelia Bullock, Realtors 512-844-1293

ZIP code guide
78701 Downtown
78703 West Austin
78704 South/Central
78731 northwest/Central
78751 Hyde Park
78756 Brentwood 
78757 Burnet Road/Anderson lane

2600 Escondido Cove

1803 Winsted Lane

403 S. Park Drive

REAl ESTATE
Market Data provided by 

the Austin Board of Realtors

On the market  (January 2013)
number of homes for sale/Average days on market

Price Range 78701 78703 78704 78731 78751 78756 78757

less than $100,000 3/416 - 4/61 4/74 2/130 2/9 18/75

$100,000–$149,999 1/17 4/65 6/68 3/13 3/39 1/18 2/58

$150,000–$199,999 5/26 6/104 10/42 8/60 1/39 - 10/50

$200,000–$299,999 10/55 3/30 23/62 6/71 8/76 6/33 6/61

$300,000–$399,999 7/84 9/134 21/80 8/157 5/124 4/48 3/48

$400,000–$499,999 3/94 5/98 8/119 7/139 3/28 5/120 1/181

$500,000–$749,999 5/149 15/119 7/77 8/71 4/56 3/91 1/3

$750,000–$999,999 6/127 8/73 4/101 7/103 - 1/115 -

$1 million + 17/131 28/183 6/174 15/116 - - -

REAl ESTATE

Market Data
Monthly home sales

number of homes sold/Average price

Month 78701 78703 78704 78731 78751 78756 78757

January 2013 22/$320,000 18/$617,000 44/$350,000 24/$447,450 5/$345,000 11/$435,000 20/$250,950

January 2012 8/$453,750 16/$391,925 30/$254,250 22/$354,800 7/$313,500 9/$321,800 19/$227,000

December 2012 22/$381,500 30/$629,000 55/$417,000 28/$570,000 14/$253,450 6/$352,225 27/$279,570

november 2012 15/$328,000 16/$548,750 33/$292,100 29/$465,693 11/$220,000 5/$175,000 35/$251,000

October 2012 11/$385,000 21/$615,000 44/$360,500 45/$520,000 13/$275,000 2/$241,250 33/$266,500

September 2012 15/$325,000 22/$531,825 41/$380,000 22/$515,000 11/$310,000 10/$387,850 29/$252,400

August 2012 17/$291,000 39/$487,000 51/$339,900 28/$424,600 20/$327,500 18/$446,500 28/$245,000

July 2012 25/$335,000 45/$625,650 63/$372,500 39/$559,250 17/$275,000 14/$303,500 38/$259,000

June 2012 23/$327,500 43/$631,500 64/$345,000 55/$525,000 22/$285,000 24/$334,000 42/$259,500

502 13th Street
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REAl ESTATE

Recent Property listings

5325 Valburn Circle

ZIP code Subdivision Address Bed/Bath  Price Sq.ft. Agent Agency Phone

78731 Oakwood Hollow Condo 5511 Oakwood Cove 3br/3ba  $375,000 2,399 Debbie Gainer Moreland Properties 512-750-8700

78731 Shoalmont 4906 Strass Drive 4br/3ba  $570,000 2,468 Maureen Parker Coldwell Banker united Realtor 512-751-3718

78731 The Cliff over lake Austin 5606 Craggy Point 5br/4ba  $1,750,000 3,238 Patrice Duff Moreland Properties 512-413-5478

78731 Turnabout Terrace 5208 Turnabout lane 3br/1ba  $449,000 1,717 linda Traylor Realty Austin 512-658-5823

78731 Valleyside Place Condo 6600 Valleyside Road 2br/2ba  $139,500 991 Jennifer Korba Realty Austin 512-784-7343

78731 Village at Meadow Mountain 6508 Santolina Cove 2br/2ba  $289,000 1,623 Steve Windle Coldwell Banker united Realtor 512-750-2650

78731 Vista West 7707 long Point Drive 4br/3ba  $569,000 3,197 Carrie York Austin Real Pros, Realtors 512-801-0436

78731 Vista West 5325 Valburn Circle 4br/3ba  $1,235,000 4,236 laurie McGary Keller Williams Realty 512-695-7461

78751 Country Club Heights 909 38 1/2 St. 3br/1ba  $375,000 1,477 nason Hengst Keller Williams Realty 512-775-7900

78751 Hyde Park Annex 4532 Avenue F 4br/2ba  $749,990 2,987 nicholas Quijano David Weekley Homes 512-821-8818

78751 Hyde Park Annex 4518 Avenue D 4br/3ba  $599,000 2,198 Eric Pampe Turnquist Partners Realtors 512-751-0484

78751 Ridgetop Annex 811 Keasbey St. 2br/1ba  $375,000 1,438 Jill leberknight Keller Williams Realty 512-294-7296

78756 Alta Vista 1204 43rd St. 2br/2ba  $375,000 1,512 Diane Tran Prudential Texas Realty 512-560-5155

78756 Broadacres 1600 Houston St. 3br/1ba  $329,000 1,209 David Pavliska RE/MAX Round Rock 512-422-5457

78756 Joe Sayers Condo 5313 Joe Sayers Ave. 3br/2ba  $389,900 2,337 Kevin McCord Realty Austin 512-784-9644

78756 Melrose Terrace 4509 Rosedale Ave. 3br/2ba  $485,000 1,227 Jimmy Gilmore Presidio Group, Realtors 512-657-8671

78756 Seiders Oak Condo 1509 39 1/2 St. 1br/1ba  $150,000 703 Patricia Vonne Stanberry & Associates 512-461-6641

78756 Shoalcrest Oaks 1310 39 1/2 St. 2br/1ba  $325,000 720 Shaley Shirley Moreland Properties 512-796-3646

78757 Allandale 6300 Cary Drive 4br/4ba  $765,000 2,536 Jimmy Gilmore Presidio Group, Realtors 512-657-8671

78757 Allandale 2711 Cascade Drive 4br/3ba  $400,000 2,022 Alice niven J.B. Goodwin, Realtors 512-656-2811

Residential real estate listings added to the market between 12/13/12 and 2/12/13 were included and provided by the Austin Board of Realtors, www.abor.com. Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of 
this listing, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

New 
career

Economy 
fluctuates

Worried 
about future

Sought help 
from UFCU

My decision to change careers and the fluctuating economy had me worried about the security of my family and my future. UFCU Investment 
Services, available through CUSO Financial Services, L.P.*, helped to alleviate my concerns.  In addition to assisting me with my 401(k) Rollover 
and IRA, they created my tailored financial plan. Now, I’m on track to meet my retirement goals.  This is how I UFCU, how about you? 
 
For more information or for a complimentary consultation, email investments@ufcu.org or call 
(512) 467-8080 x21081.
* Non-deposit investment products and services are offered through CUSO Financial Services, L.P. (“CFS”), a registered broker-dealer (Member FINRA/SIPC) and SEC Registered Investment Advisor.  Products offered through 

CFS: are not NCUA/NCUSIF or otherwise federally insured, are not guarantees or obligations of the credit union, and may involve investment risk including possible loss of principal. Investment Representatives are 

registered through CFS. UFCU has contracted with CFS to make non-deposit investment products and services available to credit union members.
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6300 Cary Drive

ZIP code guide
78701 Downtown
78703 West Austin
78704 South/Central
78731 northwest/Central
78751 Hyde Park
78756 Brentwood 
78757 Burnet Road/Anderson lane



Looking for
Coupons?

Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local 
and regional coupons

Just click and print
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