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Short-term rentals | 13 
Councilman Chris Riley makes motion 

that brings vacation homes into daylight 
in Austin city code

impactdeals.com

Coupons start on Page 31.
Find even more online at

EPA assessment of air quality could affect local economic growth

Ozone levels a concern for 
Austin and regional entities

The Environmental Protection Agency analyzes data from the air quality monitoring station at Murchison 
Middle School off Far West Boulevard.

By Macy Hurwitz
The data measured at an air quality mon-

itoring station at Murchison Middle School 
in Central Austin could affect the entire 
Central Texas region and its future growth. 

If the Environmental Protection Agency 
finds that the Austin area is in nonattain-
ment of federal air quality standards, the 
EPA and the Texas Commission on Envi-
ronmental Quality will step in and enact 
a State Improvement Plan to help the area 
reach attainment, potentially affecting 
future economic growth and transporta-
tion funding for the region.

Austin is not in danger of exceeding most 
of those standards, except for one. But that 
one standard, the eight-hour ozone read-
ing, is a concern to air quality staff at the 
Capital Area Council of Governments and 
member entities throughout the region. 
The numbers the EPA considered in 2011 
put Austin’s eight-hour ozone reading at  

75 parts per billion,  which is the agency’s 
limit, and the EPA is likely to lower that 
standard in the future.

The EPA last revised the standard in 2008, 
and because it is required to revise them 
every five years, the agency is expected to 
propose new standards in 2013.

“Once the EPA sets a new air quality 
standard or revises an existing standard, 
the agency designates areas as meeting 
the standards (attainment areas) or not 
meeting them (nonattainment areas). 
The agency works closely with states as it 
determines attainment and nonattainment 
boundaries. These designations gener-
ally are made within two years after [the] 
EPA issues a new or revised standard,” EPA 
spokeswoman Enesta Jones said.

But with regionwide conservation mea-
sures and action the CAPCOG executive 
committee took Aug. 8 authorizing CAP-
COG to negotiate with the EPA to accept 

and implement a $1 million grant, regional 
parties are taking steps to try and reduce 
ozone levels.

Where are we now?
There are two regulatory monitoring sta-

tions in Austin’s five-county metropolitan 
statistical area, which comprises Bastrop, 
Caldwell,  Hays, Travis and Williamson 

counties. Both monitoring stations, how-
ever—the Murchison station and one 
located at the Travis Audubon Society 
Baker Preserve—are in Travis County.

To calculate the number the EPA uses 
to measure attainment, the fourth-high-
est value from the monitoring station 
with the highest level is obtained for the 
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 Staycation guide | 20
Enjoy time off without leaving Central 
Texas with recreation, shopping

impactnews.com 

ACL 2013 to be two weekends
Austin City Council voted Aug. 16 to 
continue negotiations with C3 Presents 
for an additional weekend of the festival.
www.impactnews.com/cta

 Komé | 22
Japanese eatery serves authentic cuisine

Emergency Service Pipes & 
Drums Association | 24 

First responders play traditional tunes  
to honor fallen, celebrate heritage

Tax ratification election 
Current tax rate:  
7.89 cents per $100 
of property valuation 

Value of average 
homestead:  
$214,567

Proposed increase:  
5 cents per $100  
of property valuation 

New tax rate if approved:  
12.89 cents per $100  
of property valuation

WHAT YOU PAY NOW:  
$169.29 annually

WHAT YOU WOULD PAY:  
$276.58 annually

DIFFERENCE: $107.29 annually

Uses for tax increase funds: Support for a new medical school; a site for a new teach-
ing hospital; trauma services; specialty medicine such as cancer care; communitywide 
health clinics; primary care; behavioral and mental health care; prevention and wellness 
programs; and/or to obtain federal matching funds for health care services.

Early voting: Oct. 22–Nov. 2 Election Day: Nov. 6

Source: Central Health

FOR AGAINST

Funds would help improve 
medical care accessibility

Central Health places tax increase on ballot

By Joe Olivieri
This November, Travis County 

voters will decide whether to 
support a large tax increase for 
its health care district.

At its Aug. 15 meeting, the Cen-
tral Health board of managers 
unanimously voted to place a prop-
osition on the ballot asking voters 
to raise the tax rate by 5 cents.

That would take the 2013 tax 
rate from 7.89 cents to 12.89 cents 
per $100 of valuation. If vot-
ers approved the proposition, it 

would mean a $107.29 property 
tax increase for a taxpayer with 
an average homestead assessed at 
$214,567.

Central Health officials said they 
are asking for the money in order 
to afford projects that could be 
assisted by federal funds.

These funds would come 
from the 1115 Medicaid Waiver, 
which is intended to encourage 
the creation of new projects to 
improve how health care is deliv-
ered locally while still reimburs-
ing hospitals for treating low-
income patients. As part of the 
waiver, the federal government 
will match $1.46 for every dollar 

that is locally generated. 
Central Health said approving 

the tax increase would produce 
$200 million more over the life of 
the waiver than if the health care 
district simply adopted smaller 
increases during that same time. 

Prior to the meeting, state Sen. 
Kirk Watson, D-District 14, and 
representatives from Austin’s 
business, education and health 
care communities held a news 
conference calling on Central 
Health to place the tax increase 
on the ballot. 

Watson tied the tax increase 
to regional health care improve-
ments such as the new teaching 

See Waiver | 19
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OUR GOAL WASN’T TO   

CHANGE THE  
WORLD  

OF CARDIOVASCUL AR CARE. IT  WAS TO CHANGE

THE LIVES OF OUR PATIENTS FOR THE BETTER.

TURNS OUT, WE DID BOTH.

©2012 St. David’s HealthCare. All rights reserved.stdavidsheart.com

Introducing St. David’s Heart & Vascular—an unparalleled network of hospitals,  
institutions and cardiologists, all working together. Over 250,000 times a year we provide top-quality,  

compassionate cardiovascular care to patients—care they couldn’t get anywhere else.

St. David’s Medical Center  |  Heart Hospital of Austin  |  St. David’s Georgetown Hospital  |  St. David’s North Austin Medical Center
St. David’s Round Rock Medical Center  |  St. David’s South Austin Medical Center  |  Texas Cardiac Arrhythmia Institute

Austin Heart  |  CardioTexas  |  Cardiovascular Specialists of Texas  |  Texas Heart & Vascular
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There are very few 
things I dread when it 
comes to my job. Watch-
ing our graphic designer 
press the “send” button 
as we go to press every 
month surely makes me 

cringe, but certainly at the top of the 
list is pounding the Austin pavement in 
triple-digit summer heat. But it’s just the 
heat I don’t like  —the sun, on the other 
hand, I can’t get enough of. 

I think other Austinites are with me on 
this one. The city has built its culture of 
recreation and socializing on its sunny, 
pleasant weather. From patio happy 
hours to dog walking to weekend festivals 
downtown, residents are never at a loss 
for things to do outside. 

When I read Editor Macy Hurwitz’s 
front page story on Austin’s air quality 
this month, I wondered if people were 
aware of what exactly is in this air they 
are breathing outside. Because of nearby 

power plants, automobiles and diesel 
trucks, Austin’s ozone levels are on the 
brink of triggering outside intervention. 
Though there are measures we can take 
as a region, we are somewhat at the mercy 
of wind patterns and pollution elsewhere 
as well. 

Austin has always placed a lot of 
emphasis on the ways that it and its resi-
dents can be environmentally friendly. 
Surely as the news of its low air quality 
continues to gain steam, the efforts will 
only increase. If there is anything you 
can do as a traveler, whether it be biking, 
carpooling or using public transportation 
to get to your destinations, now is a great 
time to start. The more we pitch in and 
help Austin remain a clean and healthy 
city, the more vibrant it can become.
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On Page 19, an evaluation strategy will be for-
mulated by interns from The University of Texas 
LBJ School of Public Affairs.

Corrections  – Volume 4, Issue 8
Check out the new and improved 
impactnews.com

Subscribe to our e-newsletter at  
impactnews.com

Find us on Facebook at  
impactnews.com/cta-facebook

Follow us on Twitter @impactnews_cta

Find local coupons online at  
impactdeals.com

Easily browse or search news articles from your 
community or across the state.

Stay informed with daily, online-exclusive community 
news and information.

Learn about upcoming events with the community  
calendar.

Make your voice heard by commenting on articles or 
participating in online polls.

©2012 JGMedia, Inc., All Rights Reserved. No reproduction of any 
portion of this issue is allowed without written permission from the publisher.
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Violins Etc. is a full service string 
shop dealing in violins, violas, 
cellos and upright basses. We rent, 
sell, and repair instruments and 
always have coff ee on... Drop on in 
and say howdy!

6013 Burnet Rd. | Austin, TX | Mon - Sat:10:00 am-6:00 pm | Sun:12:00 pm-5:00 pm
(512) 452-5617 | www.violinsetc.com

European Quality
Texas Hospitality 

 easy to paddle, sit-in and sit-on-top 
kayaks for rent by the hour or by the half-day, on Lady Bird 
Lake, next to the Congress Avenue Bridge.

WALLER CREEK BOATHOUSE
BELOW THE FOUR SEASONS HOTEL

74 Trinity Street Austin, TX 78701
512.809.8916 • 
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On Page 1, it was incorrectly stated that the 
State of Texas signed a 10-year contract with 
Circuit of The Americas. No contract has been 
signed between the two entities.

An incorrect address was listed for the new 
Ronald McDonald House Family Room. The 
room—the largest in the region—opened in 
July at St. David’s Medical Center,  
919 E. 32nd St.
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his second Austin Simply Fit location 
at 1621 S. Lamar Blvd. on Aug. 13. The 
private personal training facility offers 
30-minute one-on-one training sessions as 
well as bootcamp-style training classes for 
strength and conditioning, total body and 
advanced strength training. 502-5032,  
www.austinsimplyfit.com,  
Twitter: @austinsimplyfit

Dog lover Lara Enzor opened Bow-Wow 
Chow food truck July 28, offering dogs 
all-natural, locally baked treats and 
rotating specials including dog-friendly ice 
cream. The truck stops at various locations 
throughout Austin. www.bow-wowchow.
com, Twitter: @bowwowchowatx

8  Madcaps Salon, a lice removal salon, 
opened at 711 W. 38th St., Ste. C7, on July 
23. The salon treats lice by spraying or 
massaging an all-natural enzyme agent 
onto the scalp to break down and kill 
the insects, removes all bugs and eggs, 
blowdries the hair, and then rechecks the 
hair to ensure all remnants have been 
removed. 452-5423,  
www.madcapssalon.com, Twitter:  
@madcapssalon

Mobile Massage of Austin, which brings 
chair and table massages to corporate 
events, spa parties and homes, started 
taking clients July 15. The licensed 
masseuses provide Swedish, deep-
tissue, trigger-point, prenatal and sports 
massages, and sessions can last from 15 
to 90 minutes, depending on the type 
of massage and environment. 496-6649, 
www.mobilemassageofaustin.com, Twitter: 
@gomassageaustin

9  Wanderlust Boutique and Gallery, 
located at 1601 W. Koenig Lane, opened 
July 31. The boutique offers international 
lines of men’s and women’s apparel and 
accessories as well as artwork from local 
artists, wines, chocolates, gifts and styling 
services. www.wanderlustaustin.com,  
419-7005, Twitter: @wanderlustaustin

Coming Soon

10  La Condesa owners Jesse Herman 
and Delfo Trombetta plan to open Sway, 
a modern Thai restaurant, with Executive 
Chef Rene Ortiz. The restaurant is being 
built at South First and Elizabeth streets, 
and the partners have not yet announced a 
projected opening date yet.  
www.swayaustin.com

11  “Top Chef” winner Paul Qui plans 
to open a brick-and-mortar location of 
his trailer eateries East Side King at 2310 
S. Lamar Ave. in the old Electra Beauty 
Lounge and Casita Tacos spaces. The 
restaurant will feature a 50-seat dining 
room and a 12-seat bar, and it is expected 
to open by early 2013. www.eskaustin.com, 
Twitter: @EastSideKingATX

Downtown Austin 

Now Open

1  Chela Stoklosa and Chris Williamson 
opened Little Fattys, a food trailer located 
primarily at Fifth and Colorado streets, 
in late July. Little Fattys serves deep-fried 
corn gorditas with unconventional fillings 
such as pulled pork with balsamic onion 
marmalade and ratatouille with Monterey 
Jack cheese. 703-0591,  
www.littlefattys.com, Twitter: @littlefattys

2  Ben Siegel opened Banger’s Sausage 
House & Beer Garden on July 30 at 79 
and 81 Rainey St. The eatery features 30 
kinds of sausage, offering both traditional 
sausages and unusual choices such 
as South Texas antelope and venison 
merguez, all made in-house. Banger’s also 
has 103 beers on tap, a stage featuring live 
country-western music and a fenced area 
to keep dogs off-leash. 386-1656,  
www.bangersaustin.com, Twitter:  
@bangersaustin

3   Llama’s Food Trailer opened at  
611 Trinity St. on June 21, serving Peruvian 
Creole cuisine. Owner Miguel Barrutia 
said Peruvian Creole combines Peruvian, 
Japanese, Chinese, Italian, Spanish and 
West African influences with ingredients 
available in Peru. 740-2032,  
www.llamasfoodtrailer.com, Twitter:  
@llamastrailer

Coming Soon

 4  Parind Vora plans to open Bar 
Mirabeau and reopen Restaurant Jezebel 
in the upcoming Cirrus Logic building 
at 800 W. Sixth St. in September. Bar 
Mirabeau will serve breakfast, lunch 
and dinner seven days per week, and 
Restaurant Jezebel will be open for dinner 
six nights per week. 478-8700,  
www.barmirabeau.com

 5  Agora Intellectual, a sports bar, grill 
and coffee shop located at 84 East Ave., is 
expected to open by the end of September. 
Agora will feature the three entities in one 
building, serving Greek food, European-
style coffee and drinks. 212-1929 

Closing

 6  Bettysport, a store that sold women’s 
fitness apparel at 916 W. 12th St., closed 
Aug. 4. The store was in business for eight 
years and closed because of increased 
competition, according to the company’s 
website

Central Austin 

Now Open

7  Personal trainer Mark Rogers opened 
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For more event details visit  www.captxquiltfest.org 
or Like the Austin Area Quilt Guild on Facebook

September 14-16
10 a.m. - 6 p.m. Friday & Saturday

12 p.m. - 5 p.m. Sunday
Palmer Events Center

900 Barton Springs Road

Over 350 quilts on display * 65 vendors * AAQG Boutique * silent auction 
live demonstrations * interactive children’s area * quilts for sale

Bring this ad with you to QuiltFest for
$1 off regular admission

� e Austin Area Quilt Guild is proud to host 
the 2012 Capital of Texas QuiltFest

Banger’s Sausage House & Beer Garden is a new addition to the Rainey Street district. The eatery fea-
tures exotic and traditional house-made sausages, an extensive beer list and a dog-friendly atmosphere.

news or questions about Central austin? 
e-mail ctanews@impactnews.com.

First Texas Honda will relocate from West Koenig 
Lane to a new home on Steck Avenue in September.

15

Wanderlust Boutique & Gallery sells wine,  
chocolate, accessories and clothing.

9
Lice-removal salon Madcaps Salon uses an all-
natural enzyme to kill all lice and their eggs.

8

Austin-based taco chain Torchy’s Tacos celebrat-
ed its sixth anniversary in August.

2

Compiled by Macy Hurwitz and Peter McCrady

12  Goodwill Industries of Central Texas 
is scheduled to open a boutique store  
Sept. 20 at 3910 Far West Blvd. in the 
Chimney Corners center. Goodwill’s 
boutique stores have a more select 
inventory of retail items in a smaller 
store. 637-7100, www.austingoodwill.org, 
Twitter: @austingoodwill

13  Saladworks in Northcross Mall, 2525 
W. Anderson Lane, opened Aug. 20. 
Saladworks is a salad-based chain offering 
customers the option to build their own 
salad with about 75 ingredients and 
toppings including artichokes, chickpeas, 
edamame and sun-dried tomatoes. 323-
0355, www.saladworks.com, Twitter:  
@saladworks

Relocations

14  Conspirare, a Grammy-nominated 
choir founded in 1991 that includes 
performers from throughout the nation, 
relocated July 1 to 505 E. Huntland 
Drive, Ste. 155 for additional space. The 
organization, which focuses on music’s 
ability to change lives, offers multiple local 
performances each year as well as youth 
choirs to promote music education.  
476-5775, www.conspirare.org,  
Twitter: @conspiraretweet

15  First Texas Honda, currently located 
at 1301 W. Koenig Lane, is moving to a 
new location at 3400 Steck Ave, in early 
September. The new location will be 
the largest Honda facility in the nation 
with more than 100 service bays, an air-
conditioned showroom and will offer a 
complimentary Honda vehicle to use while 
having a vehicle serviced. 458-2511,  
www.firsttexashonda.com,  
Twitter: @firsttexashonda

Closing

16  Green Muse Cafe, a coffee shop at 519 
W. Oltorf St. that offered espressos, teas, 
Italian sodas, sandwiches and pastries, has 
closed.

17  Sam Tyler, owner of The Mysterium, 

which was located in the store Things 
Celtic, 1806 W. 35th St., said he closed 
the physical store June 30 to focus on 
creating events. The website, which offers 
steampunk, neovictorian and weird west 
apparel and accessories, is still open for 
business and is being restocked. 436-4676,  
www.the-mysterium-neovictorian.com

In the News

Torchy’s Tacos celebrated its sixth 
birthday in August. The business, which 
started in a food trailer in South Austin, 
has grown to include eight locations in 
Austin with expansions into the Houston 
and Dallas areas. The restaurant offers 
breakfast tacos and signature tacos unique 
to Torchy’s, as well as sides like queso and 
street-style corn. www.torchystacos.com, 
Twitter: @torchytaco

Yellow Cab Austin and MTData released 
a smartphone application in late July to 
make cab services more efficient. The free 
app, Hail A Cab, allows the user to locate 
cabs in real time, hail the nearest cab and 
schedule a pickup. The app currently is 
available for Apple operating systems, and 
a version will be available for Android 
operating systems around the beginning of 
September. 452-9999,  
www.hailacabapp.com

Scott Willis’ Tequila 512 will hit Austin 
store shelves in September. The liquor is 
triple-distilled, 100 percent agave tequila 
with packaging that highlights the quality 
of liquor. Willis said he started Tequila 512 
because he wanted to make a high-quality 
product that celebrated his love for Austin.  
www.tequila512.com, Twitter:  
@tequila_512

KOKE-FM was revived July 1 when Bob 
Cole, Eric Raines and Jason Nassour took 
their new radio station on-air. KOKE-FM 
was first launched in the 1970s and now 
can be heard on FM stations 98.5 and 99.3.  
637-9300, www.kokefm.com,  
Twitter: @kokefmaustin

P
ho

to
s 

b
y 

M
ac

y 
H

ur
w

it
z



6 | NEWS | Community Impact Newspaper • Central Austin Edition

The City of Austin Watershed Protection Department 
recognizes the following Clean Water Partners for running 
clean shops to reduce pollution in our creeks and lakes.
Look for the Clean Water Partners logo to identify those 
businesses that go the extra mile to protect the environment.
To become a partner with the City or to get more information, 
call 974-2550 or visit our website at: www.austintexas.gov/
department/austin-clean-water-partners

Clean Shops 
   Clean Water
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OUR CLEAN WATER PARTNERS:
Advanced Automotive and Tire
7528 Burnet Road • 454-3454

Arbor Car Wash and Lube
10401 Jollyville Road • 346-8050

Arboretum Auto Service
12108 B Roxie Drive • 343-8393

Austin Infi niti
8140 Burnet Road • 453-0660

Auto Gate Austin
435 Industrial Boulevard • 444-4283

B&B Muffl er & Automotive Service 
Center
3000 S. Lamar Blvd • 447-5581

Ben’s Workshop
410 Pressler Street • 472-5555

Brake Check # 17
205 E. Ben White Boulevard • 448-1221

Bridgestone Firestone # 43E2
2500 W. Palmer Lane • 388-6060

Bridgestone Firestone # 43E3
6412 S. I35 • 442-9388

Caliber Collision Centers
8735 N. Lamar Boulevard • 836-0000

Caliber Collision Centers
6222 Manchaca Road • 443-2244

Capitol Chevrolet
6200 S. I35 • 444-8888

Capital Metro
2910 E. 5th Street • 389-7411

Capital V Connection
4201 S. Congress Avenue • 441-1334

Champion Toyota
4800 S. I35 • 440-4500

Charlie and Ann’s Exxon
5400 Balcones Drive • 452-5422

East First Grocery
1811 E. Cesar Chavez Street • 477-0988

Ellis & Salazar Garage & Body Shop
4501 S. Congress Avenue • 444-5555

E-Z Food Store #5
6400 S. 1st Street • 447-5825

Flamingo Automotive
3512 Guadalupe Street • 459-9917

Goodyear Auto Service Center
907 E. 41st Street • 459-6554

Great Hills Automotive
5346 Thunder Creek Road • 795-2995

Jiffy Lube #2926
3704 Spicewood Springs Road • 345-
1274

Joe Angell Automotive Service
4222 S. 1st Street • 444-6721

Lamb’s Tire & Automotive Center #4
3564 Far West Boulevard • 345-6600

Leonard Johnson’s Garage & Muffl er 
Center
4401 S. 1st Street • 445-2892

Lexus of Austin
9910 Stonelake Boulevard • 343-3400

Marks American Car Care
6303 Cameron Road • 459-1486

Maxwell Ford
5000 S. I35 • 443-5000

Mazda South
4506 S. I35 • 462-3131

Mopac Auto Service Inc.
3500 Hyridge Drive • 346-0438

Redline Automotive & Marine
4705 Weidemar Lane • 441-0416

Rising Sun Japanese Auto Service
2714 Foster Lane • 453-6292

Swedish Auto Service
11008 N. Lamar Boulevard •  836-0022

Travis Engine Cente
2406 Hidalgo Street • 476-6837

Zimmer’s Auto Shop
2313 Thorton Road #C • 445-6731
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East Austin 

Now Open

18  Owners and brothers Joseph and 
Christian Lane opened in.gredients 
on Aug. 4 at 2610 Manor Road. The 
store is a zero-waste, package-free 
micro-grocery store featuring local and 
unprocessed food. 275-6357,  
www.in.gredients.com, Twitter:  
@in_gredients

19  Owners Jenn Daly and Jon Lawrence 
opened The Wet Whistle, a goods, 
grocery and convenience store, at 1900 
E. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. on July 
27. The store stocks local craft beer, wine, 
grocery items, produce, flowers, coffee, 
pastries and some prepared foods.  
524-2480, Twitter: @wetwhistletx

Coming Soon

20 Mettle, a casual restaurant planned 
by bar-owner and developer Bridget 
Dunlap, is expected to open by the end 
of 2012 at 507 Calles St., Ste. 100.

Relocations

21 The United States Post Office at 
1914 E. Sixth St. is scheduled to close in 

September 2013. The post office has been 
at that location since October 1963. The 
lease for the building is not expected to 
be continued, and the postal service is 
looking at options including relocating 
the office. 494-1721, www.usps.com, 
Twitter: @usps

Fresh Off the Truck, a food trailer 
usually stationed at 4209 Airport 
Blvd., has temporarily relocated near 
Comanche Chapel in Fort Hood to 
serve troops stationed there. The food 
truck, which creates Asian street food 
including the Monk vegetarian plate and 
the Bruce Lee plate, will return to the 
Austin area after Sept. 12.  
www.atxfreshoffthetruck.com, Twitter: 
@freshotruck

23 Ryan Schuchart of Me Llamo 
Taco relocated the food trailer at the 
beginning of July to 4209 Airport Blvd. 
from 6701 Burnet Road. The trailer 
provides dishes that combine cuisine 
from central Mexico as well as the Tex-
Mex style to create an unusual style.  
743-4145, www.mellamotaco.com, 
Twitter: @tacosandmas

news or questions about Central austin? 
e-mail ctanews@impactnews.com.

Bridget Dunlap plans to open Mettle, a restaurant 
located in a renovated tortilla factory in East Austin.

20
Package-free grocer in.gredients opened Aug. 4, 
featuring local and unprocessed foods.
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Calendar

Ongoing
Aug. 28 Trailer Food Tuesdays
the long Center for the Performing arts and 
local food trailers have teamed up to put on 
trailer Food tuesdays on the last tuesday of 
every month until nov. 27. ten food trailers 
throughout the city will serve their cuisine 
at the long Center City terrace. Guests 
are invited to eat and enjoy live music and 
entertainment. 5–10 p.m. and under $10 (for 
food). the long Center for the Performing 
arts, 701 W. riverside drive. 484-0878. www.
trailerfoodtuesdays.com 

August Green Drinks Austin
special guest and ethernet inventor Bob 
Metcalfe talks about his vision to make 
austin a thriving green technology hub. 
austin Green drinks Happy Hour is for 
meeting environmental, sustainability and 
clean technology professionals who strive 
to create innovative solutions for the future. 
registration to attend online. 6 p.m. Free. 
opal divine’s, 700 W. sixth st.  
www.austingreendrinks.org

Sponsored by
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To view more events, or to submit a Central Austin event 
online, visit www.impactnews.com/cta-calendar.

For a full list of Central Texas events, visit  
www.impactnews.com.

To have Central Austin events considered for the print 
edition, they must be submitted online by the second  
Friday of the month.

Sept. 28–30
By Macy Hurwitz

austin-based choral ensemble Conspirare—a group of professional solo vocalists who come 
together under the direction of Craig Hella Johnson—perform “signature Conspirare” at st. 
Martin’s lutheran Church on sept. 28–29 and at st. Matthew’s episcopal Church on sept. 30. 
the show is composed of audience favorites from previous seasons and the world premiere 
of a work by 2012 Pulitzer Prize winner Kevin Puts entitled “to touch the sky (nine songs for 
unaccompanied Chorus on texts by Women).”

the audience favorites span musical genres. there are spirituals, pop songs and classical 
works as well. sept. 28–29, 8 p.m., sept. 30 3 p.m. $18–$60 (single tickets), $15–$51 
(package rates). st. Martin’s lutheran Church, 606 W. 15th st. and st. Matthew’s episcopal 
Church, 8314 Mesa drive. 476-5775. www.conspirare.org
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Singers celebrate at the end of a performance from the 2011–12 season. Conspirare vocalists all 
perform as solo artists in addition to being a part of the Grammy Award–nominated ensemble.

‘Signature Conspirare’schedule information is available online. 
Friday, 4–8:30 p.m., sat.–sun. 9 a.m.–7:30 
p.m. tickets, $18 (children and seniors), $20 
(adults), free (children younger than 2). austin 
Convention Center, 500 e. Cesar Chavez st. 
www.legokidsfest.com/austin/index.html

September
1–2 City-Wide Garage Sale
second-hand and vintage merchandise are 
sold at the City-Wide Garage sale. items 
to be found include china, estate jewelry, 
coins, and vintage texas and americana 
collectibles. sat. 10 a.m.–5 p.m., sun.  
11 a.m.–5 p.m. $5 (adults), free (children). 
Palmer events Center, 900 Barton springs 
road. 441-2828. www.cwgs.com 

7-8 Austin Symphony Orchestra 
season opener featuring Midori
Famed violinist Midori opens the symphony’s 
2012–13 season with a performance of 
Brahms’ “Violin Concerto in d Major.” the 
night also features dvorák’s “My Homeland” 
and shostakovich’s “symphony no. 9 in 
e-flat Major.” Kicking off his 15th season with 
aso, Maestro Peter Bay will conduct the 
performance. 8 p.m. tickets from $23-$54.  
the long Center for the Performing arts,  
701 W. riverside drive. 476-6064. 
www.austinsymphony.org

15 Austin Flea
austin Flea puts homemade crafts, vintage 
shops, the City-Wide Garage sale and food 
trailers all under one roof. Flea organizers 
invite vendors and guests to take part in the 
casual and creative atmosphere. 11 a.m.– 
5 p.m. Free. the Highball, 1142 s. lamar 
Blvd. www.austinflea.net 

21 The seventh annual Andy Roddick 
Foundation Gala and Concert featuring 
John Legend
the andy roddick Foundation invites guests 
to its seventh annual fundraiser to enhance 
the educational and economic opportunities 
for underserved children. soul singer John 
legend performs. Gala sponsorship tables 
and individual tickets include cocktails, 
dinner, silent and live auctions, concert and 
ViP after-party tickets. Gala at  
5:30 p.m., concert at 9:30 p.m. Concert-only 
tickets available for $49–$129. aCl live at 
the Moody theater, 310 W. second st. 
298-1960. www.arfoundation.org 

22 Stop Child Trafficking Now Austin 
Walk 2012
the stop Child trafficking now Walk will 
join austinites with thousands of others 
throughout the nation to raise awareness of 
child sex slavery with an untimed 5K walk. 
Participants may register as individuals or 
teams, and all paid registrants receive a 
t-shirt. registration $25 adults, free children 
12 and younger. Check-in and registration 
7:30 a.m., walk 9 a.m. the triangle, 4700 W. 
Guadalupe st. 212-333-7286.  
www.sctnow.org

23 Family Fossil Fun Day
the university of texas at austin and 
the texas natural science Center invite 
families to explore paleontological interests. 
attendees may participate in fossil 
identification, hands-on presentations and 
stories from paleontologists, a fossil dig 
pit, and paleo-themed crafts and activities. 
1–4:45 p.m. Free. texas natural science 
Center, 2400 trinity st. 232-5511. 
www.utexas.edu/tmm/events/famfossilfun 

30 CASA Superhero Run
runners, walkers and joggers are invited to 
participate in the Casa superhero 5K and 
childrens 1K run. Participants of all ages 
are encouraged to dress up and enter the 
post-race costume contest. Proceeds benefit 
the Casa program, which helps abused and 
neglected children in travis and Williamson 
counties. 7–10:30 a.m. $25 (adult fee in 
advance), $35 (adult fee on race day) and 
$15 (children’s fee in advance) $20 (children’s 
fee on race day). Mueller lake Park & Hangar, 
4550 Mueller Blvd. 539-2677.  
www.casasuperherorun.com

August 
24–26 Ringling Bros. and Barnum & 
Bailey Circus
the ringling Bros. and Barnum Bailey 
brings its new show, “Fully Charged,” to 
the Frank erwin Center. Circus-goers of all 
ages can watch stunts and performances by 
performers such as animal trainer tabayara, 
the fearless Fernandez Brothers and the 
Human Fuse. Fri. 7:30 p.m.; sat.  
11:30 a.m., 3:30 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.; sun. 2 
p.m. and 6 p.m. $15–$80. the university of 
texas at austin: Frank erwin Center, 1701 
red river st. 
471-7744. www.uterwincenter.com/
events/2012/august/circus  

25 Bat Fest: Night of the Bat 
the eighth annual Bat Fest features live 
music, 75 arts and crafts vendors, children’s 
activities, food and drinks, and a bat costume 
contest all in celebration of approximately 
1.5 million Mexican Free tail Bats emerging 
from under the ann richards Bridge at dusk. 
ViP tickets—which include drinks, food and a 
t-shirt—are available for $50.  
5 p.m.–midnight. Free (general admission). 
ann richards Congress avenue Bridge.  
441-9015. www.roadwayevents.com

25 Ralphie May at the Paramount 
Theatre
Comedian and austin regular ralphie May 
brings his fourth Comedy Central special 
“too Big to ignore” to the iconic Paramount 
theatre. an award-winning comic, May 
covers topics ranging from politics to his 
own family. saturday, 8 p.m. tickets, $37.50 
Paramount theatre, 713 Congress ave.  
474-1221. www.austintheatre.org 

26 Austin Chronicle Hot Sauce Festival
the 22nd Austin Chronicle Hot sauce 
Festival is expected to have more than 
15,000 spectators and 350 entries. 
Participants from all over the country show 
off spicy recipes and help raise funds for the 
Capital area Food Bank of texas. 11 a.m.–
5:30 p.m. Free with cash or food donation 
to Capital area Food Bank. Fiesta Gardens, 
2100 Jesse e. segovia st.  
www.austinchronicle.com/Market/Hotsauce

31 Zilker Relays
in collaboration with tacodeli, the 10th 
annual Zilker relays features a 2.48-mile per 
leg course for adults and a 600-meter-per-
leg course for children. Participants can also 
enjoy a post-race party featuring a tacodeli 
dinner, Hops & Grain beer and live music.  
6–9 p.m. registration fees vary from $40 for 
children to $160 for adults. Zilker Park, 2201 
Barton springs road. 
www.zilkerrelays.org

31–Sept. 2 Lego KidsFest
lego KidsFest provides hands-on activities 
for all ages and builder skill sets. activities 
include a model exhibit, a Master Builder 
academy to learn new skills and a large 
brick pile to explore creativity. ticketing and 

Online Calendar

Compiled by Charlie Pearce
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austin’s #1 home search website

STONELEIGH CONDOS
2409 Leon St #103
1 BD 1.5 BA +/-678 SQ FT
Listed by Rosalia Chiu
MLS#  C2090520

ROSEDALE
4803 Sinclair Ave
2 BD 2 BA +/-1,376 SQ FT
Listed by Ruth Powers
MLS#  C3802388

KINNEY CONDOS
2407 Kinney Rd 
2 BD 2.5 BA +/-2,318 SQ FT
Listed by Denise Bodman
MLS#  C5264110

78704
2204 Schriber St #A 
3 BD 2.5 BA +/-1,650 SQ FT
Listed by Todd Bailey
MLS#  C7374194

BRYKERWOODS
3307 Oakmont Blvd
4 BD 4.5 BA +/-2,849 SQ FT
Listed by Allison Olson
MLS#  C3583893

BALCONES PARK
4409 Balcones Dr
4 BD 2 BA  +/-1,982 SQ FT
Listed by Ruth Powers
MLS#  C9387152

78704 
3005 Ray Wood Dr
3 BD 2 BA  +/-1,357 SQ FT
Listed by Linda Takenaka
MLS#  C2978326

NORTHWEST HILLS
7300 Running Rope
4 BD 2.5 BA +/-3,866 SQ FT
Listed by Courtney Graeber
MLS#  C3821344

360 CONDOS
360 Nueces St #2001
1 BD 1 BA +/-801 SQ FT
Listed by Denise Bodman
MLS#  C9779818

WOOTEN 
1911 Ohlen Rd
3 BD 2 BA +/-1,632 SQ FT
Listed by Patty Johns
MLS#  C7098744

FLAMINGO CONDOS 
1422 Collier St #108
1 BD 1 BA +/-525 SQ FT
Listed by Vince Heinz
MLS#  C5290454

FOR INSTANT PRICE AND INFO – EMAIL: mls@realtyaustin.com SUBJECT: (MLS ID provided in listing)

TREEHOUSE CONDOS
2612 San Pedro St #219
2 BD 2 BA +/-1,090 SQ FT
Listed by Amy Mills
MLS#  C5843379

HIGHLAND HILLS  
3501 Laurel Ledge Ln
3 BD 2 BA +/-1,779 SQ FT
Listed by Jennifer Korba
MLS#  C2236432

ENFIELD TOWNHOMES
2605 Enfield Rd #201
2 BD 2.5 BA +/-1,040 SQ FT
Listed by Jenny Walker
MLS#  C9920999

NOKONAH CONDOS
901 W 9th St #215
1 BD 1 BA +/-774 SQ FT
Listed by Linda Picazo
MLS#  C7287683
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www.realtyaustin.com  •  512.241.1300
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Downtown      Westlake            Lake Travis
1209 W. 5th St, Suite 300, Austin, TX 78703   6806 Bee Cave Rd, Austin, TX 78746      2418 RR 620 South, Lakeway, TX 78738 

Northwest Austin      Southwest Austin 
Avery Ranch at Parmer – Coming Soon   William Cannon at Mopac – Coming Soon

LYRIC CONDOS
1504 Collier St #8
1 BD 1.5 BA +/-1,076 SQ FT
Listed by Vince Heinz
MLS#  C3107748



impactnews.com • August 2012 | NEWS | 9

1-888-864-I CAN (4226)   •   www.TexasOncology.com/Austin

how texans fight cancer.

When Glen was diagnosed with colon cancer, he wanted to fight it full force. “I chose Texas Oncology because they had all the latest and greatest 

technology. They used what worked best for my type of cancer, and it was easier than I thought—the treatments only lasted 15 minutes each.” 

Today, Glen is back to his regular life and feeling great.

austin  •  round rock

Fought his colon cancer with the Varian 2100EX Linear Accelerator.                  

Glen Minton, colon cancer patient

f i g h t
cancer

with an  
arsenal of  
leading-edge  
technology

  Austin City Council
austin City Hall, 301 W. second st.
974-2497, www.austintexas.gov/
department/city-council
Aug. 30, Sept. 25, 27 10 a.m.
City Council meetings are aired live on 
cable Channel 6 and webcast live at  
www.austintexas.gov/department/
channel-6#channel6live.

  Travis County 
Commissioners Court
700 lavaca st., www.co.travis.tx.us/
commissioners_court 

Meetings are every tuesday at 9 a.m.

Meetings

The new courthouse would replace the Heman 
M. Sweatt Courthouse.

Compiled by Joe Olivieri and Macy HurwitzCitY and CountY

Austin

City council votes to set 
maximum property tax rate 

Austin City Council considered the 
maximum property tax rate at its budget 
work session Aug. 15. 

The council voted 6-0 to set the maxi-
mum ad valorem tax rate the council will 
consider at 50.50 cents per $100 in  
valuation. 

There will be two public hearings on 
the tax rate. The first will be at 6 p.m. 
Aug. 23, and the second will be at 10 a.m. 
Aug. 30. The council is scheduled to adopt 
the tax rate at 9 a.m. on Sept. 10.

Community college tax rate 
expected to climb 0.3 percent

Austin Community College’s tax rate 
will inch up slightly for the 2013 fiscal year.

The district is proposing a 0.3 percent 
increase from 9.48 cents to 9.51 cents per 
$100 of property valuation, Associate Vice 
President Neil Vickers said.

Vickers said the tax rate was “effectively 
flat” and that the average appraised home-
stead value went down.  

Spokeswoman Alexis Patterson Hanes 
said the average tax bill is expected to 
decrease by almost a dollar. 

Charter amendments withdrawn
On Aug. 14, Mayor Pro Tem Sheryl Cole 

withdrew two charter amendments from 
consideration for inclusion on the Nov. 6 
ballot. 

The first item would have allowed the 
council to establish an independent board 
to oversee city-owned utilities. Some Aus-
tin Energy customers who live outside city 
limits have complained about the current 
system.

The second charter amendment Cole 
motioned to withdraw from consideration 
would have given the council the author-
ity to sell or lease a substantial part of the 
facilities of a municipal utility. 

Commissioners vote to raise elected officials’ salaries
The Travis County Commissioners 

Court voted to raise the base salaries of 
some elected officials—including their 
own—by 3.5 percent during its Aug. 7 
meeting.

The motion passed 3–1. Commissioner 
Karen Huber opposed and Commissioner 
Sarah Eckhardt abstained. Both said they 
plan to ask the county auditor’s office not 

to increase their salaries.
Travis County had conducted a mar-

ket survey and compared the salaries 
of elected officials who are not under a 
state-mandated salary cap against those 
positions in other counties.

The study found that the average Travis 
County salary was 7.83 percent less than 
the market value.
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Committee: Partnership is the 
better way to build courthouse

The Travis County Commissioners 
Court accepted a committee report for 
the new civil and family courthouse dur-
ing its Aug. 7 meeting.

The committee was tasked with offer-
ing a recommendation to the court about 
how to build a new civil and family 
courthouse based on an analysis done by 
consultant Ernst & Young.

The committee’s report states that 
the committee believes a public-private 
partnership would be better than the 
“design-build” method.

Betty Dunkerley, committee chair-
woman and former Austin mayor pro 
tem, said there were several reasons why 
the committee believes this. 

Those reasons include having a single 
point of contact for design, construction, 
maintenance and operations, as well as 
having greater speed and flexibility. 

Estimated to cost $200 million– 
$300 million to construct, the court-
house project would be the costliest in 
county history. 

Travis County
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NATIONALLY RECOGNIZED 
WOOD PELLET GRILL 

RETAILER

Specializing in Grills, Smokers, 
Supplies and Expert Advice

5003 Burnet Road 
Open Wed.-Sun. 10am-6pm
Closed Mon. and Tues. 

Burnet Rd.
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Hancock Dr.

49th St.
47th St.

N. Loop Blvd.

N

S

www.bbqmercant i le .com

Saturday and Sunday lunchtime 
demonstrations and samples

New to Austin and Experts in BBQ

How do you measure 5 feet? 
Show us how at facebook.com/austinrecycles

5 FEET

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22

MAKE IT 5 FEET

However You
MEASURE IT

DON’T 
SWEAT 
IT!

  

Summer is here, your a/c is running full force and 

you’re still hot! No sweat! Austin Energy’s Home  

Performance with ENERGY STAR® program helps 

you afford the air conditioning and weatherization up-

grades you need to get comfortable and save money. 

Use rebates or a low-interest loan for: 

• A new high-efficiency cooling system,  

• Duct repairs, 

• Sealing & duct testing,

• Additional attic insulation,

• Solar screens, window film and Low-E glass,

• Caulking and weatherstripping,

   And more.
  

Choose from a list of participating companies 
at www.austinenergy.com 
or call 512-974-7827.

*Some restrictions apply.

Home Performance  
with ENERGY STAR® 
is offering this great deal:

HOME 
PERFORMANCE

WITH
ENERGY STAR

LOW-INTEREST  
LOANS* 

from Velocity Credit Union.

for energy-efficiency  
improvements to  
your home  

A City of Austin Program.  

$200 

     Until Sept. 30, 2012

PLUS

 Bonus Rebate

   REBATES OF UP TO 

$1,898*
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You have your 
father’s eyes.
But what about his heart? A HeartSaver CT scan from 

Heart Hospital of Austin is a fast, easy way to determine 

your risk for heart disease in its earliest and most 

treatable stages. And you can trust our expertise with 

hearts, because Thomson Reuters has ranked us a top 

cardiovascular hospital six times — and in 2011, one of  

the 50 Top Cardiovascular hospitals in the nation.

Check your inheritance. Call 512-407-SAVE to 
schedule a HeartSaver CT scan today.

HeartHospitalofAustin.com

CoFFee WitH iMPaCt

George Gutierrez
Greater Austin Hispanic Chamber of Commerce chairman
By Amy Denney 

Six out of every 10 children who attend Austin ISD are Hispanic, according to the 
district’s 2011 Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills results. University Medical 
Center Brackenridge reported that 85 percent of births at the hospital are Hispanic. 
George Gutierrez, chairman of the Greater Austin Hispanic Chamber of Commerce, 
knows the future lies in these children who will be filling jobs, starting businesses and 
raising families in the Austin area, and of the importance of educating those students 
and preparing the general business community for growth in the Hispanic market.

What is the mission of the Greater Austin 
Hispanic Chamber, and what are its goals?

The mission of the Greater Austin 
Hispanic Chamber first and foremost is to 
build our members’ wealth. We do that by 
being able to deliver value by developing 
business development programs that help 
them grow their business, whether it is a 
small-business series, a series about taxes, 
finance, [or] social marketing. ... In terms 
of our goal, one is to help our business 
owners grow their business to compete 
more so in the general market in terms of 
sales.

How is the Hispanic business community 
doing?

It’s doing extremely well. The Hispanic 
business climate in terms of number of 
businesses last year grew 8.6 percent. ... 

We’re seeing growth with professionals, 
with lawyers, with doctors, with software 
developers. We’re seeing entrepreneurs 
starting their own business. We’re seeing 
commercial investors start up buildings, 
commercial buildings, residential build-
ings.

What is the biggest public policy issue 
affecting the Hispanic business community, 
and what is the chamber doing about it?

Voting is obviously one of the biggest 
problems that we have—civic engagement, 
getting Hispanics to go out and register to 
vote. Civic engagement for Hispanics has 
been an issue for many, many years. It’s a 
cultural thing, I don’t know why. We try 
diligently to spread the word on the value, 
the importance of your vote. … The other 
would be some of the immigration issues 

that we have that affect our businesses. 
Overall the business climate has been 
mired by the anti-immigration issue. Too 
many Hispanic businesses are impacted 
either personally or economically because 
of the environment. ... There needs to be 
a simpler way for a person to become a 
citizen of this country.

What is the chamber’s education committee 
doing to ensure that the needs of the 
Hispanic population are met?

Education is of the utmost importance 
to us because as the general marketplace 
starts to retire, guess who’s going to fill 

those jobs? It’s the Hispanics. Hispanics 
have got to be prepared to fill those jobs, or 
the economy here in Central Texas is going 
to feel it. We’ve got to get them educated. 
We do have a high dropout rate. That is a 
big concern. It’s improving because of the 
STEM [science, technology, engineering 
and math] programs that are in place and 
because of events that we’ve put on. ... We 
have to convey the importance of an edu-
cation, and secondly, once they get beyond 
the eighth grade, we want them to take a 
curriculum that focuses on either a STEM 
program or one that’s going to prepare 
them to go to college.
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George Gutierrez discusses the growth that is expected to occur in the Hispanic business community 
during the monthly Coffee With Impact on Aug. 2 at the Community Impact Newspaper headquarters.
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“I was diagnosed with acute myeloid leukemia when I was two, and I still need to have regular follow-up visits. I am a part-time 

student and didn’t have insurance, so I hadn’t had any checkups for almost three years. My LIVESTRONG navigator helped 

me find insurance that wasn’t too expensive. He connected me to an organization that could help me with financial assistance, 

and he also helped me apply for two scholarships that I ended up receiving.” Learn how LIVESTRONG can help you if you are 

uninsured or underinsured toll-free at 855.220.7777.

Watch Gabriel’s story at LIVESTRONG .org/Gabriel

GABRIEL, 20, ACUTE MYELOID LEUKEMIA
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6411 N. Lamar Blvd.
(512) 458-2558 ext. 1002 

 *APR=Annual Percentage Rate. Terms and conditions apply. Advertised rate is for loan terms up to 48 months. Rate is based on credit approval and 
subject to change.  Additional discounts do not apply. New money only. 

With 
rates as 
low as 

New and Used 
Auto Loans

.91.91.91.91.99% 
APR*

Save money by contacting us today!

5525 Burnet Road       512-459-7603       karavelshoes.com

Karavel Shoes (Central Austin)
5525 Burnet Road (just south of Koenig Lane)

Austin, TX  78756     512-459-7603
karavelshoes.com 

Karavel Shoes (South Austin)
Southpark Meadows Shopping Center
9900 S. IH-35, P-150 (near Sam’s Club)

Austin, TX  78748     512-615-9000
NOW OPEN! 

Men’s Dijon Women’s Harajuku

Women’s Lombok

Check out new
fall arrivals

at Karavel Shoes!

Austin City Council passes short-term 
rental ordinance 5-2 at Aug. 2 meeting

Austin City Council passed an 
ordinance amending city code to 
regulate short-term rentals, or STRs, 
with a 5-2 vote at its Aug. 2 meet-
ing. Councilwomen Kathie Tovo and 
Laura Morrison voted against.

STRs are homes rented for 30 days 
or fewer, and they are divided into 
two categories. A Type 1 STR is occu-
pied by the owner who either rents 
out the entirety of a dwelling in his or 
her absence or another full dwelling, 
such as the other side of a duplex.

A Type 2 STR is not occupied 
by the owner, and this type of STR 
was the subject of the most debate. 
Proponents of the ordinance said 
Type 2 STRs can and already do fit 
into the fabric of neighborhoods. 
One speaker, Sharon Walker, said she 
turned her family’s dream home into 
a Type 2 STR to avoid having to sell it 
after facing financial troubles.

“I feel so incredibly blessed to 
find a temporary way to stay afloat,” 
Walker said.

Opponents of the ordinance took 
issue with Type 2 STRs, with many 
referring to them as commercial 
STRs.

The opposition nominated one 
woman, Susan Moffatt, to speak for 
the entirety of the allowed 30 minutes 
to lay out the issues with the ordi-
nance.

Moffatt said the ordinance-man-
dated cap on 3 percent Type 2 STRs 
allowed per ZIP code would allow 
5,500 single-family residences to be 
operated as Type 2 STRs and would 
make too many homes unavailable 
for families and other residents.

“This is a hardship on the fami-
lies, but it also contributes to sprawl, 
which is something we have been 

trying to get our arms around as a 
city for quite some time,” Moffatt 
said.

The opposition took issue with 
those homes potentially displac-
ing students and contributing to 
declining attendance numbers at 
local schools. Moffatt cited a lack of 
language in the ordinance address-
ing Americans with Disablities Act 
compliance and other issues.

“I was here when we celebrated the 
22nd anniversary [of the ADA], and 
I don’t think we should celebrate it 
by giving STRs a complete pass on 
ADA,” Moffatt said.

She presented five regulations 
she proposed the council add to the 
ordinance in order to make it more 
palatable.

Proposed amendments
Councilwoman Morrison proposed 

five amendments in her initial motion 
that closely resembled the regula-
tions Moffatt requested: Require 
ADA compliance in the ordinance, 
reinstate a provision that requires 
Type 2 STRs be no closer than 1,000 
feet from each other from property 
line to property line, reduce the 3 per-
cent cap on Type 2 STRs to 1 percent, 
use language that preserves multi-
family use and define any property 
advertised as an STR as an STR for 
purposes of enforcement.

Councilman Chris Riley then made 
a substitute motion with his own 
set of amendments, most of which 
came from staff in the form of word-
ing tweaks. He did, however, ask to 
change the wording capping Type 2 
STRs at 3 percent per ZIP code to  
3 percent per census tract.

Tovo and Morrison both requested 

By Macy Hurwitz

neWs uPdate

amendments to Riley’s motion that 
would have brought it in line with 
Morrison’s motion, and he accepted 
amendments adding language to the 
ordinance that would provide ADA 
compliance information to STR oper-
ators, made advertising a property 
as an STR prima facie evidence of its 
status as an STR and added language 
requiring the council review the issue 
in 12 months.

He did not, however, agree to the 
other amendments. He said he would 
not reduce the cap from 3 percent to 
1 percent. He also declined to add the 
1,000-foot requirement, saying the 
issue of clustering is what he intended 
to address by moving the focus from 
the ZIP code to the census tract.

Resident Mike Cannatti came to 
the meeting to support the  
opposition.

“We were disappointed that there 
weren’t more protections to prevent 
the system from kind of going hay-
wire,” Cannatti said. “There are con-
cerns about what happens, especially 
with higher concentrations.”

He said he is encouraged that the 
council will review the issue after one 
year, though.

Jay Reynolds manages STR proper-
ties, and he said he is pleased with 
the ordinance and is confident it will 
allow the city to monitor the bur-
geoning STR industry and ensure the 
city is able to collect hotel occupancy 
taxes from STRs.

“That is the reason they passed this, 
to give the city the tools to moni-
tor sort of an unknown industry. It 
doesn’t make sense to heavily regulate 
an industry that nobody really knows 
anything about in regards to Austin,” 
Reynolds said. 

New classifications and  
regulations for STRs

TYPE 1

•	 An extension for less than 30 consecutive days of an exist-
ing rental agreement of 30 or more consecutive days is not 
a short-term rental by the city’s definition.

•	 The council will revisit the topic of STRs within one year to 
see how regulation and enforcement have been going.

•	 City staff have not yet solidified how code enforcement 
officials will be determining whether an STR is owner-
occupied. Anyone interested in finding out how the rules 
process is proceeding or receiving updates on definitions 
may contact the Jerry Rusthoven at  
jerry.rusthoven@austintexas.gov.

•	 The city may suspend the license of an STR if a code offi-
cial inspects a dwelling and finds it not to be in compliance 
with city code. Upon the first warning, the code official will 
give a deadline by which the unit must come into compli-
ance. If it is not found to be in compliance by the deadline, 
the official may suspend the STR license.

•	 The owner or operator of the STR may file an appeal if the 
license is suspended or if an application for a license is 
denied, but it must be done no later than 20 days following 
the date the license was denied or suspended.

•	A	residential	dwelling	unit	or	accessory	building	
leased for a temporary or transient basis 

• Is owner-occupied and is rented for periods of 
fewer than 30 consecutive days

•	May	not	rent	less	than	an	entire	dwelling	unit

•	Must	pay	hotel	occupancy	taxes

•	May	not	operate	without	a	license

•	Can	not	operate	without	providing	the	name	and	
contact information for the local responsible con-
tact, occupancy limits, noise restrictions, parking 
restrictions, trash collection schedule, and infor-
mation on burn bans and water restrictions

TYPE 2
All of the Type 1 characteristics and restrictions ap-
ply, except a Type 2 STR is not owner-occupied and: 

•	No	more	than	3	percent	of	the	single-family	
detached residential units within any given census 
tract may be granted licenses to operate as a  
Type 2 STR.

VS.
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Re-upholstery, custom window treatments, custom bedding, 

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-6 p.m., Sat. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.

314 Old Highway 183, Cedar Park  •  331.7503

www.plushhomefabric.com
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Your local source for fabulous fabrics 
and trims, custom window treatments, 
upholstery, custom bedding, Hunter 

Douglas blinds, and more...

thecomfortstoreonline.com

3800 N. LAMAR

323-6181

In the next four years, the Universal Recycling Ordinance 
will require all Austin properties to recycle.

www.austintexas.gov/commercialrecycling

Multifamily residential properties 
with 75 units or more

Commercial office buildings 
100,000 square feet or larger

OFFICE PAPER PLASTICS #1 & #2 CARDBOARD ALUMINUM GLASS

ATTENTION PROPERTY OWNERS 
AND MANAGERS IN AUSTIN:

New Recycling Requirements Begin Oct. 1, 2012

These properties must provide 
recycling of all 5 materials:

Affected properties include:

75 
units+

100,000 
sq. ft.+
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Austin Water Utility proposes rate 
hikes, reserve fund for FY 2013

Austin Water Utility recommended 
several changes to Austin City Council, 
including a rate increase, that would 
take effect with the FY 2013 budget. The 
recommendations came in collaboration 
with a joint committee formed to develop 
strategies improve the financial stability 
of the utility.

According to documentation provided 
by AWU, the typical water customer 
would see a $6.77 increase in his monthly 
water bill, starting with the October cycle.  

“When we calculate the $6.77 impact, 
what we do is we take our average 
customer and calculate 12 bills for those 
average customers and divide that by 12,” 
Assistant Director of AWU David  
Anders said. 

Anders said in practice, more than 
half of the utility’s customers—about 53 
percent—use less than 6,000 gallons per 
month on average. He said the average 
skewed to the higher end because of large 
customers who use well above that.

The proposal could lower bills for some 
customers because the revenue stability 
fee would be removed and instead there 

would be a minimum charge. For the 
lowest tier of users, that monthly charge 
would be $2, as opposed to the $4.40 
revenue stability fee.

The recommendations call for estab-
lishing a reserve fund, which would have 
120 days of operating costs. AWU would 
not be able to use the fund unless revenue 
was less than budgeted revenue by at least 
10 percent, and the utility must receive 
authorization from the council to make a 
withdrawal. The most AWU could with-
draw in any one year would be 50 percent 
of the amount in the fund at the time.

According to staff, AWU is concerned 
about future revenue because of weather 
volatility, the council’s commitment to 
reducing daily per capita usage to  
140 gallons, and the utility’s dependence 
on high-use residential customers to sub-
sidize two-thirds to three-fourths of the 
other residential customers.

“We will continue to make progress 
on the gallons per capita per day reduc-
tion,” Anders said. “It is tough to do, but 
it is something that is a priority for us and 
for the council.”

By Macy Hurwitz
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Operating requirements
$207 million

Debt service
$204 million

Transfers
$106 million
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TIER 1

TIER 2

TIER 3

TIER 5

 Operating requirements are salaries, con-
tractural services, electricity, chemicals for 
water treatment and other services the utility 
provides.

 Debt service is bonds that have been sold  
previously or are to be sold next year.

 Transfers are money moved to the utility’s 
capital program pay for projects in cash.

TIER 4

How Austin 
Water Utility 
spends 
money

Proposed volume tiers

source: City of austin

There are a lot of great reasons to have a Wells Fargo 
Checking Package® account or PMA® package, 
and now the advantages are twice as nice. We’ll 
reward you with up to a 1% interest rate discount, 
double what you’d normally get on select new loans 
and lines of credit, through September 30, 2012. 
It’s just another way Wells Fargo is helping make 
your finances easier. Call, click wellsfargo.com/
doublediscounts, or stop by to start a conversation 
with a Wells Fargo banker today to learn more.

New credit accounts subject to credit qualification, income verification, and collateral evaluation. Double Discount interest rate promotion for PMA® Package and Wells Fargo Checking Package account is only 
available on new personal loans and lines of credit, auto loans, and private student loans. For home equity, the Wells Fargo Checking Package account and Wells Fargo Home Mortgage customer discount 
is doubled and the PMA discount is increased from 0.375% to 0.50%. Only one qualifying promotional discount per new credit account will apply. To qualify for the promotional discount, customers must 
maintain a Wells Fargo Checking Package checking account or a Wells Fargo PMA Package checking account and continued automatic payments from a Wells Fargo checking or savings account. If the qualifying 
checking account is closed, or if the automatic payment is not selected or is cancelled at any time after the credit account is opened, the interest rate and corresponding monthly payment may increase 
(not applicable on fixed interest rate student loans). For student loans, it is not necessary to select or maintain automatic payments to receive the promotional rate Double Discount for qualified checking 
accounts. The Double Discount promotion is available on new applications submitted between July 1, 2012, and September 30, 2012. Additional restrictions, limitations, and exclusions may apply. Please 
contact a Wells Fargo banker for further details.

© 2012 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Member FDIC. NMLSR ID 399801 (727920_05658)

727920_05658

10" x 6.04"

4C

Auto Loans | Home Equity Lines and Loans | Personal Lines and Loans | Student Loans

Get a Double
interest rateDiscount

on select new loans today

727920_05658 10x6.04 4c .indd   1 7/20/12   11:12 AM

The rates for each tier have not yet been 
set. The average customer is in the first 
two tiers, but may enter the third tier dur-
ing peak summer months.
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AUSTIN ALL MAIDS

Get An Instant 
  Online Price 

Estimate!

 Servicing the Austin area since 1982!

512.490.6633  *  www.austin-all-maids.com

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 27  |  6:30 – 8:30 PM  |  OMNI HOTEL
700 SAN JACINTO AT 8TH ST.  |  AUSTIN, TX 78701

WHYBOARDING.ORG

A boarding school education 
o� ers global perspectives, 

challenging academics, 
individual focus, and endless 

opportunities, all within a 
close community of 

students and teachers. Meet 
representatives from 12 

schools and learn more about 
the boarding experience at 

an upcoming reception:

For more information, please contact:
Caitlin Lynch, O	  ce of Admission at 

The Marvelwood School
860.927.0047 | caitlin.lynch@marvelwood.org

Austin Returns to Stage 1

1
Irrigation systems only before 5 a.m. or after 7 p.m. 
Hose-end sprinklers may be used only before 10 a.m. or after 7 p.m. 
Hand watering is allowed any time on any day of the week.

Water up 
to 2 days 

each week

Clip and save to remember your watering day

WaterWiseAustin.org
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Austin’s First Authentic Brazilian Steakhouse 
offering a dining experience rich in the 
culture and fl avors of Southern Brazil.

AA

ESTÂNCIA CHURRASCARIA IN THE ARBORETUM
10000 RESEARCH BLVD
AUSTIN, TEXAS 78759

Make your reservations online or call us at  512.345.5600

WWW.ESTANCIACHURRASCARIA.COMOPEN FOR LUNCH AND DINNER

last complete year and averaged with the 
fourth-highest value from the two previous 
years. Murchison’s monitor has consistently 
been the monitor with the highest number. 
CAPCOG Air Quality Director Bill Gill 
said it is unknown where the three-year 
value will be the next time EPA measures 
attainment, which will likely be in 2013.

“If everything was calculated as of [July 
2012], that three-year value would be 
below 75 [parts per billion],” Gill said.

Importance of ozone levels
Riley said monitoring air pollution is 

important for several reasons. Accord-
ing to the EPA, inhaling high levels of 
ozone interacts with biological processes 
in the respiratory system and can exac-
erbate health problems, such as asthma. 
Air quality has been something regional 
entities, even those that do not agree with 
each other on many things, have worked 
together on.

“We all have to breathe the air around 
Austin, and no matter what your political 
party is, I think we all agree that we want 
clean air. We also would like to see the 
region in attainment because we all have a 
stake in maintaining access to transporta-
tion funding,” said Chris Riley, Austin city 
councilman and member of the Clean Air 
Coalition. 

Areas that are designated as being in 
nonattainment with EPA air quality stan-
dards must create a State Improvement 
Plan, which usually means entities in the 
area must take additional steps when ask-
ing for transportation funding, and certain 
projects may be harder to fund.

 “My understanding is you would need to 
make a showing with transportation proj-
ects that the project will not contribute to 
air quality problems,” Riley said.

Gill said the other thing that would hap-
pen would that be any significant source of 
new emissions would require an offset or a 
reduction in another place.

“For an area of Houston, that may not be 
that big of a deal. But Austin doesn’t have 
that much [in the way of large sources] to 
start with,” Gill said.

Air quality
Continued from | 1

Causes of ozone
Ground-level ozone is formed when 

volatile organic compounds and nitrogen 
oxides react. Cars and heavy diesel trucks 
are a significant source of ozone precur-
sor, as are power generation facilities. Spe-
cifically, Gill said the Decker Power Plant 
east of Austin and The University of Texas’ 
power plant contribute to the ozone num-
bers in the Austin area. 

“Ozone is not emitted directly; it’s a 
chemical reaction,” Gill said.

In the Austin area, ozone season is con-
sidered to be April to October. That is why 
some officials were relieved when the Cir-
cuit of The Americas moved the first For-
mula One race from June to November. 
Gill said high ozone levels have not been 
recorded that late in the year.

“That was a concern we raised from the 
very beginning of the discussions about 

Nonattainment

CAPCOG monitoring station

EPA monitoring station

the Circuit of The Americas, so we were all 
pleased when the main Formula One event 
was moved outside of ozone season,” Riley 
said. 

CAPCOG will be performing an assess-
ment of the race to determine what kind of 
impact Formula One or other events, such 
as South by Southwest Music and Media 
Conference or the Republic of Texas biker 
rally, can have on ozone levels.

“To do an assessment of this race now 
enables you to get some kind of perspec-
tive on what kind of emissions an event 
like that would generate. You can kind 
of estimate what kind of impact it would 
have if it was held during ozone season or 
what sort of impact a smaller event might 
have if it was held during ozone season,” 
CAPCOG Air Quality Specialist Andrew  
Hoekzema said. 

Next steps
The $1 million grant CAPCOG received 

from the EPA will provide 25 percent of the 
funding required to replace 10 pieces and 50 
percent of the funding to repower two pieces 
of airport ground support equipment—bag-
gage tugs that haul baggage carts—that cur-
rently run on diesel. There is also money 
in the grant to be allocated to replace and 
repower diesel trucks for the Austin Water 
Utility and vehicles for Travis County and 
San Marcos.

“Ozone is a regional pollutant. It doesn’t 
stop at the boundary of an MSA. With a 
local ozone problem, it’s the local contribu-
tion that puts it over the edge, but there’s 
only so much you can do within an urban 
area to reduce emissions,” Gill said.
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Though there are only two official EPA monitoring stations in the Austin metropolitan 
statistical area CAPCOG operates several others for its own research.

Dallas/Fort Worth ozone 
nonattainment area

Ozone attainment in Texas

Houston-Galveston-Brazoria 
ozone nonattainment area

Austin metropolitan 
statistical area

Source: Texas Commission on Enviromental Quality

The Environmental 
Protection Agency 
rates regions on 
whether they are 
in attainment with 
federal air quality 
standards. This is 
a look at where 
Texas is.
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TAKE THE HOME COMPOSTING 
REBATE CHALLENGE! 

1 2 3

1

2

3

Downsize to a 32-gallon or 21-gallon trash cart

Take a free home composting class online at 
austintexas.gov/composting

Purchase a home composting system

Save 75% on a Composting System*

Funding is limited. Apply now for your rebate 
at austintexas.gov/composting.

*Must be an Austin Resource Recovery residential collection 
customer. Rebates are for 75 percent of the total cost of the 
composting system (taxes excluded), up to $75 in value. 
Funding is limited, apply today. A CITY OF AUSTIN SERVICE

CertifiedPreowned.com           (512) 706-7065

1-Subaru - Model CAB. With approved credit. Dealer contribution may a� ect � nal negotiated price. 42 mo lease, $0 total due at inception, no sec. dep. required, 42 monthly payments of $219,  � nal pymt / residual = $12,515. Based on 10k mi. / yr with $.15 per mi. excess charge. MSRP $23,177. Stk# Z6846. O� er expires 8/31/2012.  2-Volvo - 36 mo. lease, $4,000 total due at inception (no sec. dep. required). First 4 payments paid by Volvo, 32 monthly 
payments of $299 following. Final payment / residual = $19,588.05. MSRP $34,365. Includes $1,000 reb. to dlr. Stock# G6990. O� er expires 8/31/2012.  3-Audi - Closed-end leases o� ered to quali� ed customers by Audi Financial Services. A4 with Chrome exhaust tips, Convenience pkg. and Lighting pkg. based on MSRP $35,635. $2,499 down + $695 acquisition fee + $0 security deposit = $3,194 due at inception + TT&L. 1st payment paid by Audi. Purchase 
option at lease end for $18,887. 42 monthly payments of $369. Advertised o� ers require dealer contribution; � nal negotiated price may vary by dealer. Lessee responsible for insurance, maintenance and repairs and may have some � nancial liability at lease end. Lessee responsible for $0.25/mile over 10,000 miles per year and a disposition fee of $375 due at lease end. See dealer for details. Higher MSRP will a� ect lease price. Pictures shown with optional 
equipment for illustration only. O� ers expire 9-4-12.  4-Porsche 36-month closed-end leases o� ered to quali� ed customers from Porsche Financial Services with approved credit, $9,000 total due at lease inception, no security deposit required. Advertised o� ers require dealer contribution; � nal negotiated price may vary. Lessee responsible for insurance, maintenance and repairs and may have some � nancial liability at lease end. Lessee responsible for 
$0.30/mile over 10,000 miles per year. Higher MSRP will a� ect lease price. Panamera 4 - Stock# W8081 based on lease sale price $89,995. 36 monthly payments of $1,327, purchase option/residual at lease end $53,926. $350 disposition fee. See dealer for details. O� er expires 8-31-12.

2012 Volvo S60 T5 FWD
$299mo 2

Volvo pays your � rst 4 payments!

2012 Subaru Legacy 2.5i 
CVT Sedan, Alloy Pkg
Absolutely Zero Down

$219mo 19mmommoo 11211$2$$$$21$$$

2013 Audi A4 2.0T 
Premium FWD Multitronic
Luxury has Progressed.

$369mo3

2012 Porsche
Panamera S Hybrid 
$1,379mo4

ARC_CommImpact_Check-in_Check-up_Group_04032012_10x2.95.indd   1 4/23/2012   1:42:11 PM
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Check our web site for other calender events!

Central Austin, 4103 North IH-35 
512.472.5015 

Fountain’s • CD’s • Spheres • Jewelry • Hearts • Obelisks • Globes • Carvings • Oils • Incense • Candles • Beads & Findings • Gifts 
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Airport Blvd.

45th St.

381/2 St. Wilshire 
Blvd.

Bring this ad to the store and receive 
10% off any non clearance item.

We’ve relocated our Braker & Kramer location to our new 
Rock Depot at 4103 North IH-35!

Find related stories at impactnews.com. Keyword Search

Central Health 1115 Waiveror

One of the goals of the 1115 Waiver is to create new programs to improve local health care. Travis 
County’s health care district, Central Health, collected draft project proposals from the six counties 
that comprise the Region 7 Regional Healthcare Partnership. 

Some draft projects in Travis County:

•	 Create therapeutic counseling centers for 
students on Austin ISD campuses

•	 Create a team to assess people with intel-
lectual and developmental disabilities, and 
stabilize them when they are having behav-
ioral issues

•	 Create neighborhood outpatient center to treat 
behavioral health issues and promote health 
and wellness

•	 Create a 16-bed psychiatric crisis facility for 
extended observation

•	 Implement a health and wellness program for 
people with psychiatric illnesses that would 
include tobacco cessation, healthy eating 
education, a program to help navigate getting 
health care and a physical activity program 

•	 Expand mobile crisis outreach team  

•	 Establish home health network to treat people 
who have chronic physical health conditions 
and behavioral health disorders

•	 Increase public understanding of mental ill-
ness and knowledge through certifying more 
mental health instructors

•	 Administer immunizations for high-risk popu-
lations at STD clinic

•	 Expand diabetes self-management and life-
style classes among high-risk populations

•	 Develop an electronic medical records system
•	 Create a patient care navigation program 
•	 Expand HIV/STD screening and counseling
•	 Coordinate substance abuse and homeless 

services projects
•	 Expand current efforts to reduce tobacco use

Draft projects in the 1115 Waiver

State Sen. Kirk Watson, D-District 14, said now is the time to improve health care in Travis County. 

Jo
e 

o
liv

ie
ri

Waiver
Continued from | 1

hospital that Seton Healthcare Family 
plans to build to replace University Medi-
cal Center Brackenridge. 

Central Health officials have said waiver 
money cannot go toward the construction 
of a new separate medical school but will 
likely fund services there.

At the meeting, the managers praised 
the waiver as a unique opportunity to bet-
ter serve the entire community, especially 
the uninsured, low-income residents and 
those with chronic conditions. 

“We cannot [make reforms] without 
the community’s help. The time is now. 
We will not be given this opportunity 
[the 1115 Waiver] again,” Central Health 
Chairwoman Rosie Mendoza said. 

“This is not a vote for a teaching hos-
pital. This is not a vote for a medical 
school. This is simply a vote to put the 
tax increase on the ballot for voters to 
decide,” Central Health Vice Chairman 
Frank Rodriguez said.

Waiver 101
Enacted in 1965, Medicaid provides 

health care coverage to groups such as chil-
dren and low-income families.

During the 2011 legislative session, Texas 
officials decided to expand Medicaid man-
aged care and use HMOs to coordinate 
care for the poor, said Sarah Cook, Central 
Health director of business development. 

However, doing so would have stopped 
Texas hospitals from receiving supple-
mental federal funds to help pay for treat-
ing Medicaid patients. 

Texas applied for and received approval 
for the five-year waiver, which allows hos-
pitals to still receive supplemental fund-
ing in the short term but move toward 
improving health care through new pro-
grams. Central Health is in the first year of 
the waiver with major changes expected in 
years two through five. The waiver is unre-
lated to the Affordable Care Act. 

A simple way of thinking of the waiver 
is that one stream of federal government 
money is being split into two buckets, said 
Jeff Knodel, Central Health director of 
regional health care partnerships. 

The first bucket is a revised version of 
the same supplemental federal funds hos-
pitals already receive and is now called the 
Uncompensated Care pool of money.

So-called “charity care” is a significant 
percentage of a hospital’s activities. Seton 
Healthcare Family spent $193 million on 
it in 2011, said Greg Hartman, CEO of 
Seton Medical Center Austin and Univer-
sity Medical Center Brackenridge. 

John Stephens, Central Health chief 
financial officer, said that emergency rooms 
are getting overused for nonemergencies.

“We need to get people out of the ER. 
Otherwise, we are paying more than we 
need and having people wait longer than 
they need. We need people to get the right 
care at the right time and place,” he said.

Hartman said follow-up care to treat 
chronic illnesses was also costly.

The second bucket, called the Delivery 
System Reform Incentive Payments, has 
the funds that Central Health will use to 
improve how it delivers care.

“What we cannot forget is that [the 
waiver’s] full name is the Texas Healthcare 
Transformation and Quality Improvement 
Program,” Cook said. “We are supposed to 
do bold things with these funds. [Officials] 
do not want to see the same old projects.” 

Earlier this summer, health care provid-
ers submitted draft programs to Central 
Health. Central Health helped shape the 
projects and evaluated them based on need, 
feasibility and admissibility, Cook said. 

Central Health is expected to send a for-
mal project plan to the state in September 
and federal government before Oct. 31. 

Once the plan is approved, Central 
Health will send local tax dollars to the 
state to participate in the match. The 
health care providers will begin the pro-
grams. The providers meet predetermined 
performance targets and then receive the 
matched funds. 

Reactions
At the meeting, public comment was 

divided between speakers who supported 
the increase and those who criticized it as 
overtaxation and not serving the people 
Central Health aims to help.

The district had received eight reso-
lutions from groups supporting the 

increase, including the Austin Chamber 
of Commerce, the Downtown Austin Alli-
ance and The University of Texas Alumni 
Association.

Former Austin City Council candidate 
Laura Pressley said the ballot proposition 
represents an almost 70 percent tax increase 
and that support of a medical school does 
not fall under Central Health’s mission. 

Resident Richard Franklin said that 

residents cannot afford to pay for Central 
Health’s growth.

“Please help us and find other ways to 
pay for this. We need services, not a medi-
cal school. The people in the community 
will not be getting those jobs,” he said.
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Inner Space
Cavern
4200 S. I-35
Georgetown
931-2283
www.myinnerspacecavern.com

Austin Zoo and  
Animal Sanctuary
10808 Rawhide Trail
Austin
288-1490
www.austinzoo.org

Skydive San Marcos
Fentress Airpark
Airfield Road off  
South Hwy. 80 
Fentress
488-2214
www.skydivesanmarcos.com

Just For Fun
Emerald Point Marina
5973 Hiline Road
Austin
266-9710
www.jff.net

Texas Rowing
Center
1541 W. Cesar Chavez St.
Austin
467-7799
www.texasrowingcenter.com

Rock ‘N River 
Family Aquatic 
Center
3300 Palm Valley Blvd.
Round Rock
218-5540
www.roundrocktexas.gov

Dinosaur Tracks
South San Gabriel River
Leander
Near US 183 and 
South San Gabriel 
River bridge

Below I-35 in Georgetown lies 5 
miles of underground caves speckled 
with stalagmites, bats and rock 
formations.

“Most people are very surprised we 
have something so pretty under I-35,” 
said Taunya Vessels, general manager 
of Inner Space Cavern, a tour company that oversees the caves.

Inner Space Cavern offers three different tours to explore about 
3/4 mile of cave. The Adventure Tour takes visitors to the Lake of 
the Moon and explains how the cavern was discovered. 

On the Explorer Tour, visitors use flashlights to explore the rock 
formations. The Wild Cave Tour is the longest at four hours and is 
more physically demanding, as visitors must crawl and climb. This 
tour is available only on Saturdays.

The caves are open Mon.–Fri. from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Sat.–Sun. 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Adventure Tour: $19.95 (adult), $11.95 (ages 4–12), free (ages 
3 and younger)

Explorer Tour: $21.95 (adult), $13.95 (ages 4–12), free (ages 3 
and younger)

Wild Cave Tour: $100 (participants must be age 13 or older)

Austin residents don’t have to go far 
to observe more than 300 animals 
roaming in natural enclosures at the 
Austin Zoo and Animal Sanctuary. 

“You can get much closer to the 
animals than you can at other zoos,” 
said Patti Clark, president and 
executive director of the Austin Zoo, a nonprofit organization. “You 
can get within 5 feet of a tiger.”

The zoo is a rescue facility that cares for animals, including 
monkeys, exotic birds, Galapagos tortoises, emus and sheep. 
Visitors can take a train tour around the facility for $2.50 and see 
the exhibit with longhorns, emus and alpacas off-site.

The zoo has a concession stand with food and drinks, but Clark 
said visitors may bring their own lunch and have a picnic. She also 
recommends visitors bring water because the zoo does not have 
drinking fountains.

Clark said it takes about 1 1/2 to two hours to walk through all 
the animal exhibits. Zoo staff feed the tigers and lions, a popular 
attraction for visitors, at midday, and some tigers are fed at  
2:30 p.m. Many animals nap in the afternoon, Clark said. The zoo is 
open daily from 9:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Admission: $8 (adults); $5 (ages 2–12 years); $6 (seniors, 
military members, students)

Located 13 miles east of San Marcos, 
Skydive San Marcos takes thrill 
seekers 13,000 feet in the air so 
they can jump out of a plane. Jumpers 
freefall for 60 seconds, followed by a 
three- to four-minute parachute ride to 
the ground. 

Office Manager Sarah Bartley said first-time patrons must jump 
with an experienced jumper harnessed to their backs. 

Skydive San Marcos offers a skydiving school for people who want to 
do solo jumps. The Level 1 course is composed of six to eight hours 
of instruction followed by a solo jump the same day and is offered on 
Saturdays.

Jumpers must be age 18 or older and weigh less than 230 pounds. 
People who weigh more than 230 pounds may call Skydive San 
Marcos for consideration. Licensed skydivers may jump year-round.

Tandem jump: $210 (with reservation), $220 (without reservation), 
$295 (solo jump with Level 1 course)

Take on Lake Travis with a personal 
WaveRunner, pontoon, ski boat or 
barge from Just For Fun water rentals, 
a locally owned business that has been 
serving the area for 25 years. 

The WaveRunners can accommodate 
one to three people, while the 
pontoons can hold 10–12. Ski boats come equipped with water skis, 
a ski vest and rope at no additional charge, and boaters may rent 
kneeboards, inner tubes, children’s skis and wakeboards separately. 

“If it’s a family with kids, they’ll want a pontoon, it’s a ski boat for 
people seeking speed, and for the college age, it’s WaveRunners,” 
Operations Director Hawkeye Roth said.

For groups of up to 50 people, the double-deck party barges are 
the way to go, Roth said. The barges have a four-hour minimum, and 
renters are allowed to have a disc jockey or band aboard.

Yamaha WaveRunner: $75 per hour 
Pontoons: $60–$70 per hour 
Ski boat: $80–$90 per hour 
Party barge: $560 for four hours

Pick up a paddle at the Texas Rowing 
Center, where patrons can rent canoes, 
kayaks and stand-up paddleboards by 
the hour or day as well as take rowing 
lessons. Manager Somers Ritchie said 
rowing is the third-ranked sport for 
engaging the most muscles.

Texas Rowing Center offers kayaking and paddling classes. The six-
week sessions cost $149, with kayak classes beginning Sept. 10 
and a paddling course beginning Sept. 6.

The boathouse is located on the Lady Bird Lake Trail but is also 
accessible by vehicle. Drivers can park along Stephen F. Austin/
Veterans Drive across from Austin High School and look for the 
Texas Rowing Center sign.

Equipment rental: $10–$50 
Hours: 6 a.m.–dark, daily

At 40,481 square feet, Round Rock’s 
Rock ‘N River Family Aquatic Center 
seems to have an activity or slide for 
nearly everyone.

“It’s one of the most popular pools 
in Round Rock,” said Roger Heaney, 
Parks and Recreation Department 
spokesman. 

The park’s main features are a dual slide—one covered and one 
uncovered—and a lazy river for park-goers to float on inner tubes. 
Facilities for toddlers include the child’s pool and water playscape.

The water park is open Mon., Tue., Thu. and Sat. from 10 a.m. to  
8 p.m., and Fri. and Sun. from 1 p.m. to 8 p.m.  Park closes Sept. 4

Admission: $4.50 (adult Round Rock residents); $3.50 (Round 
Rock children ages 17 and younger, Round Rock seniors age 55 and 
older); nonresident price is $1 extra

Making the trek to the dinosaur 
tracks in the South San Gabriel River 
bed is a trip for the determined and 
adventurous.

The tracks are estimated to be about 
100 million years old. One of the tracks 
was likely made by a sauropod such 
as a brontosaurus, and the other smaller, three-toed tracks are 
thought to have been made by a rare carnivorous dinosaur called an 
acrocanthosaurus.

The best way to find the tracks is to travel north on US 183 and 
take a left at River Run. Continue along the dirt road until arriving at 
a clearing. The rest of the trek is on foot. Take care not to cross onto 
private property.

Cross the South San Gabriel River and follow the riverbed west for 
about 3/4 mile. Visitors will find an overgrown path that will follow the 
river and will take them to the tracks, which are located just where the 
river starts to bend. Wear comfortable hiking shoes that can get wet 
as some shallow wading might be involved.

Want to squeeze in a few last adventures before the summer 

ends? There is plenty to do in Central Texas that does  

not require dealing with security at the airport 

or a long drive in the car.

By Amy Denney

‘‘Staycation’’ Guide‘‘Staycation’’ Guide‘‘Staycation’’ Guide
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When Jonathon Sims and his 
mother chose the location for 
their business, they wanted to 

find somewhere outside of a strip mall. So 
in 2004, they opened Tea Embassy at the 
corner of Rio Grande and Ninth streets 
in the historic Campbell-Miller house.

“One thing that we love to share in our 
store is hospitality, to do something that 
brings people together,” he said. 

Before coming to the Campbell-Miller 
house, Sims had first helped his mother 
develop her online business, Tea Trea-
sures, which featured her cookbook, “Tea 
Treasures and More.” They expanded the 
business to a storefront when the online 
business began to take up too much space 
in the house. Then Sims’ mother gave 
him full control of the business more 
than three years ago. 

He has several rooms available for rent 
for events, along with a small selection of 
teaware. However, the most popular item 
at Tea Embassy is loose-leaf tea, and Sims 
offers more than 200 varieties.

One feature of his location that he says 
customers particularly appreciate is the 
large amount of parking available just 
behind the store, an unusual feature in 
downtown Austin.

Sims discovered his own love of tea in 
high school as the third generation in his 
family to choose the beverage over coffee. 
He remembers his dad would go to the 
Asian market in Austin to look for tea 
because it was difficult to find. Now he 
said he sees many more tea enthusiasts  
than before.

“I think the public nationally and 
in Austin is allowing tea to grow in 

Jonathon Sims learned a love of tea from his par-
ents and has passed it along to his own children.

popularity,” he said. “There are a lot of 
tea drinkers. Tea drinkers kind of find 
each other, and it is a very narrow niche 
market.”

As for Sims, he is raising his own gen-
eration of tea connoisseurs. He serves his 
children tea, often sweetened with honey 
and iced, in place of juice. He heralds 
tea’s nutritional value and its high levels 
of antioxidants. Sims usually drinks 
tea straight to taste the pureness of the 
flavor.

“It’s kind of like wine. The best way to 
learn about tea isn’t to just read about it, 
but from tasting it,” he said.

He has sipped every one of the hun-
dreds of different brews in his shop, and 
his favorite flavor is the Monkey-Picked 
Oolong, which is between a green and 
a black tea. He describes it as naturally 
sweet, but not overly strong. According 
to legend, Buddhist monks used trained 
monkeys to pick the best tea leaves pos-
sible where humans could not reach. In 
China if you ask for monkey-picked tea, 
it means you are asking for the best they 
have to offer.

Tea Embassy 
900 Rio Grande St.
330-9991
www.teaembassy.com

By Christi Covington

Tea Embassy
Shop sells 200 varieties of 
loose-leaf tea and teaware

Business
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Use the hottest boiling water possible and pour 
it over the leaves. Warm the cup or pot used for 
steeping so it does not cool the water. Steep for 
about four minutes.

Use the hottest boiling water possible and pour 
it over the leaves. Warm the cup or pot used for 
steeping so it does not cool the water. Steep the tea 
for at least five minutes. 

After the water begins to boil, let it sit and cool 
for one minute or less before pouring over leaves. 
Steep for two minutes. Green tea leaves can be 
used twice without diminishing the flavor.

Black Tea

HerBal Tea Green Tea

5 2

When Tea Embassy owner 
Jonathon Sims first learned about 
green tea, he wanted to drink it for 
its health benefits, but during his 
research he realized he was not 
preparing it properly. As he would 
learn, different teas require different 
water temperatures and amounts of 
steeping time. When he makes tea 
for his customers, he follows these 
guidelines to help his product impart 
the best flavors.

The art of brewing tea

minutes

minutesminutes

4

You�Still�Have�a�Choice�at�Checkout.

In March 2013, businesses will be 
required to provide customers 
with a choice at checkout:

      Plastic bags (at least 4 millimeters thick)   
      with handles
      Paper bags with handles
      Reusable bags available at the store

Or, you can bring your own bag!

Rethink�waste.�
Reuse�a�bag.�
Reduce�litter.

Get the facts at www.austintexas.gov/bags
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2

3

1

2
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STONEWORK 
DONE RIGHT

Travertine  |  Marble  |  Saltillo  |  Terrazzo  |  Slate

836-8900888888833333336666-88990000000000000008888888833333336666-8899000000000000
www.KandMsteamcleaning.com

“Quality Service You Can Trust”
Locally Owned & Operated

Insured & Bonded

S

Basic to full restoration  |  Strip and polish

Before

After

Before

After

Eric S., Early College Start, 
UT Education major

Learn more about the 
Early College Start program. 

austincc.edu/ecs

Starting early put 
me closer to my 
dream—teaching 
fi fth grade.

Starting early put 

fi fth grade.

Austin Community College

Community Impact

4.9167x2.94, CMYK

Runs August 2012
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Komé Sushi Kitchen
Japanese food just like Mom used to make 

K omé is one of two Japanese words for 
rice. For Takehiro and Kayo Asazu, it 
is more like a mission statement.

“In Japan, [people] eat rice every day, 
sometimes multiple times a day,” Manager 
Alex Inman said. “Takehiro and Kayo 
wanted [eating at their restaurant] to be 
something as common as rice. If you 
wanted to come here and eat lunch every 
day, you could.”

Takehiro and Kayo had spent years 
working in the Japanese and American 
food industries. The couple ran the cater-
ing company Deli Bento and the food 
trailer Sushi-A-Go-Go. 

Takehiro previously worked at Uchi, a 
sushi restaurant on South Lamar Boule-
vard. He had studied art before becoming 
a chef.

“I studied painting [in college]. I wanted 
to do something creative, and I like mak-
ing food, so we opened the restaurant,”  
he said.

The Asazus opened Komé Sushi Kitchen 
in 2011 with the goal of serving homestyle 
Japanese food. 

Homestyle Japanese food is exactly what 
it sounds like—the kinds of meals families 
in Japan eat on a regular basis and the 
comfort food that they prepare for friends, 
Inman said.

There are many staples, including the 
rice bowls, udon and ramen noodle soups. 

Some menu choices, such as the gyoza 
pan-fried dumplings, are family recipes 
and have been honed by years of prepara-
tion. Inman said the tonpeiyaki—grilled 
pork and cabbage wrapped in an egg 
omelette and topped with Japanese 

mayonnaise and tonkatsu sauce—comes 
from Kayo’s mother. 

For all of its popularity abroad, sushi is 
not a staple in the Japanese diet, Inman 
said. It is more of a special occasion food. 

“Rolling sushi requires a lot of work and 
a lot of different ingredients,” Inman said. 
“It is not something someone would do  
at home.”

Komé serves a large variety of fresh 
sushi, from the traditional to the Ameri-
canized. The restaurant also serves its 
own creations, such as the Love for Sale 
(salmon, lettuce, mango, avocado, carrots, 
asparagus and sprouts with mango sauce).

The authenticity-minded menu features 
a few surprises influenced by the Asazus’ 
travels. The Komé Viché is the restaurant’s 
take on the South American fish dish cevi-
ché. The sushi roll menu has a Texas Surf 
and Turf Roll made of tempura shrimp, 
beef, candied jalapeño, avocado and cilan-
tro with Texas green sauce.

On Thursdays, Komé offers Tsukiji 
Nigiri and Tsukiji Carpaccio, samplers cre-
ated from fish shipped in from the world-
famous Tsukiji fish market. 

Inman said he appreciated the amount 
of thought that goes into each dish. 

“There is a great attention to detail,”  
he said. 

“Takehiro’s knifework is amazing. If you 
order a salad and eat it right away, you will 
enjoy it, and it will taste good. But if you 
stop and look at the cuts that were made, 
you might see that Takehiro made a cut 
1/16 of an inch all of the way around the 
cucumber so that it is not so crunchy for 
your bite.”

By Joe Olivieri

▼ These cuts of fish are ready 
to be prepared into sushi. 

▲Owner/chef Takehiro Asazu carefully sears the 
skin of a bonito fish with a blowtorch. 

Komé Sushi Kitchen offers fresh fish and other seafood in addition to its sushi menu. 

Choose your sushi
Komé sushi Kitchen offers a large variety  
of original, popular and traditional sushi. 

•	tekka-maki—tuna ($5)

•	negi-hama-maki—yellowtail with green 
onions ($7)

•	oshinko-maki—Japanese pickles ($4)

•	Midnight sun—deep-fried tempura roll of 
smoked salmon, cream cheese, avocado, 
candied jalapeño, sunflower seed with 
tempura sauce ($10)

•	endo in n.Y.—sashimi spring roll of sea 
bass sashimi, salmon sashimi, tobiko, 
cucumber, carrots, cilantro with nuoc mam 
and thai chili ($12)

•	super star—tuna, shrimp, squid, daikon, 
cucumber, umé plum and tobiko ($10)

•	superfly roll—BBQ eel, salmon skin, ma-
sago, yama-gobo, cucumber with go-go 
sauce, eel sauce and green onion ($7)

•	spooky roll—spicy tuna, avocado with 
fresh salmon ($9)

Komé Sushi Kitchen
4917 Airport Blvd.
712-5700
www.kome-austin.com
Mon.–Fri. 11 a.m.–2 p.m., 5–10 p.m.
Sat. noon–3 p.m., 5–10 p.m., Sun. closed
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Sadé Jones models Nama Ise-One by Nailah on the 
rooftop of Whole Foods Market in downtown Austin.

Chelle Morrison owns Urban Betty Salon, and she 
styles hair there as well. Here she works on her 
client of 14 years, Mary Kay.

Austin designer Tina Hambly spent almost 17 years in the 
software industry planning events, but her development of Val-
entina Shoes has brought her back to her fashion roots. Hambly 
launched her tween-focused line of footwear in 2011, drawing 
on her experience from studying fashion in college. After more 
than two years of researching and building her product, Hambly 
believed that girls ages 6–14 needed more choices, so she decided 
to serve this niche audience. Her shoes are now available in 
several boutiques, as well as online.

“Moms love the collection, but girls really love them, 
whether it’s the design-your-own or just the bold, expressive 
shoes,” she said. 

This was Hambly’s first time to appear at Austin Fashion 
Week. She was featured in the accessory category after being 

Tina Hambly, founder and designer of Valentina Shoes, worked in the software 
industry before pursuing her love of fashion designing shoes for tweens.

Founder and designer Tina Hambly
Valentina Shoes
www.valentinashoes.com

arts & entertainMent
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Boutique capitalizes on 
fashion networking

Former event planner 
designs shoes for tweens

Urban Betty owner’s Fashion Week 
participation provides inspiration

Spotlighting 
African design

Rachel McKee dresses a mannequin in clothing that will appear in Blue 
Elephant Boutique’s trunk show.

Austin Fashion Week 2012 roundup: Local businesses’ participation
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When Chelle Morrison first opened 
Urban Betty Salon in 2005, she wanted 
to blend vintage and modern to create 
her brand. So she partnered “urban” with 
the first part of her own full name, Betty 
Michelle, and then opened her doors 
and worked to make her customers feel 
welcome. 

“A client once told me that when she 
walked into my salon she felt like she was 
at home,” Morrison said. 

One aspect of growing and exposing 
her business for the last four years has 

Blue Elephant Boutique opened in 2005 under the ownership 
of Lisa and Robert Willenzik, who had also started the Beauty 
Store & Salon and Luxe Apothetique. Unlike some of the other 
Willenzik endeavors, Blue Elephant does not include a salon 
but focuses on fashion and apothecary, including high-end skin 
care, cosmetics and clothing, as well offering its own line of 
less-expensive apparel inspired by designer trends.

Rachel McKee, buyer and manager for the boutique, 
describes the store as a unique one-stop shop that serves a vari-
ety of customers, from college students to mothers. Its name is 
symbolic of peace and prosperity, which suggests the relaxed, 
friendly and comfortable atmosphere of the store, McKee said.

One element of Blue Elephant’s first-time participation in 

True to her tradition of working in uncon-
ventional ways, Nailah Akinyémi-Sankofa, 
founder of RunWay Underground, organized 
the renegade fashion event Sumptuous Sanc-
tuaries on Aug. 9 just before Austin Fashion 
Week. 

RunWay Underground was formed in 2008 
as an organization that supports black Afri-
can fashion professionals. The group often 
develops events to promote artists outside 
the mainstream, sometimes because it is too 
expensive to participate in programs such as 
Austin Fashion Week, or other times because 
African artists, designers and models are not 
equally included, Akinyémi-Sankofa said.

“We do it because people won’t open the 
door for us, and if they do, it’s half or part 
way,” she said.

Cohosted by Twin Liquors, the event show-
cased the work of various artists with each 
designer featuring a shroud garment that rep-
resented sanctuaries for women. Akinyémi-
Sankofa developed the concept after working 
with a Ugandan woman who wanted to 
model. The woman had been beaten so badly 
by warlords in her native country that she 
was heavily scarred. Angered by the abuse, 
Akinyémi-Sankofa felt called to create a safe 
place for injured women.  

The shrouds used in the event are up for 
auction until October, helping to raise funds 
for NTUMA’PA, a design studio supported 
by RunWay Underground, which will 
provide a place for various skilled artisans, 
many of them African immigrants, to use 
their abilities to support designers, includ-
ing skills such as sewing and beadwork, all 
while making a fair wage. NTUMA’PA is an 
African word that suggests something is so 
well-made, that it is a living work and beyond 
this world. 

been her participation in Austin Fashion 
Week. This year, in partnership with Rae 
Cosmetics, the salon hosted Austin Fash-
ion Week’s 50 Shades of Fashion red car-
pet party. Attendees were invited to wear 
shades of black, white and gray at the 
event that also benefited nonprofit Lone 
Star Paralysis through a silent auction.

“[Austin Fashion Week] is definitely 
important and helps you to be able to be 
more well-known in the community. It 
also helps create partnerships,” Morrison 
said, as she noted that the many events 
and venues draw different artists together 
and spawn new creativity. 

“Not only does it help you get exposed, 
but it helps you think outside the box. You 
see things you’ve never seen before, and it 
gives you new ideas,” she said.

chosen as one of 18 designers to be showcased for the event. She 
appeared at the marketplace venue during the Aug. 15 event at 
the Driskill Hotel, as well as at a trunk show at Glo Boutique in 
the Hill Country Galleria.

“Austin Fashion Week is a great opportunity to reach a differ-
ent audience,” she said. “Austin has a lot of hip moms.”

Salon owner Chelle Morrison
Urban Betty Salon
1206 W. 38th St.
371-7663
www.urbanbetty.com

Buyer and manager Rachel McKee
Blue Elephant Boutique
4001 N. Lamar Blvd., Ste. 510
371-3259
www.facebook.com/BlueElephantBoutique

Founder Nailah Akinyémi-Sankofa 
RunWay Underground
www.runwayunderground.webs.com

Austin Fashion Week included a trunk show for Bandita Cou-
ture, as well as special shopping events. 

“We as a company love working with local Austin artists 
and vendors, and it’s a great opportunity to be around like-
minded people,” McKee said. “We love to be homegrown. 
We’re not at all corporate. We don’t do a lot of advertising, so 
most people know us by word of mouth. It’s a great chance to 
get in the public eye.”

By Christi Covington



24 | FEATURES | Community Impact Newspaper • Central Austin Edition

Health Insurance

512.835.9439

Case Study #1

14 Employee Accounting Firm current rates $11,232 / mo.

Current agent says: Stay where you are, you have the best of the best available, can’t get 
any better, to reduce your cost let’s just raise your deductible.

Austin Brokerage Company says: Always check for better rates and benefi ts.

Results: Savings of $24,000 a year with lower offi ce visit copays and lower deductibles. 

Case Study #2

Husband and wife own a business

Agents say You need an employee or no group.

Austin Brokerage Company says: We can help get you a group.

Blue Cross Blue Shield, Humana, 
Scott and White Health Plan, 
United Healthcare, Cigna, we 
represent all the top companies.  
Let us compare your benefi t 
package. Service is our top priority. 
We help with claims, billing and 
other service issues.

Call for a no-obligation quote tailored to meet your needs or email quote request to: info@austinbrokerage.com

We also offer individual health plans.
An Independent Insurance Agency

Vickie & Pitt Garrett

Austin Police Department 
sergeant Matt Greer plays 
the same pipes his grand-

father (right), a Glasglow 
native, owned.  

 Austin Police Department 
Sgt. Matt Greer (left) performs 
at a firefighter cadet gradua-
tion ceremony Aug. 10.

Emergency Service Pipes & Drums Association
Public safety bagpipers and drummers band together, honor fallen

nonProFit

By Sara Behunek

M embers of the Emergency 
Service Pipes & Drums 
Association, a nonprofit 

band composed of musically 
inclined firefighters, police 
officers and emergency medical 
professionals from throughout 
the state, readily admit that the 
sound of the Highland bagpipes 
is not universally loved. But 
André de la Reza, a fire specialist 
with the Austin Fire Department 
and ESPADA treasurer, remem-
bers when he fell in love with the 
funny-looking instrument. 

“When I was going to college at 
[The University of Texas], I would 
sit there and listen to someone 
practice about two to three times 
a week. I never laid eyes on them, 
and I never tracked them down,” 
he recalled.

Many of the group’s members 
have similar experiences, and 
this, as well as a commitment 
to tradition, are what they said 
drove them to join the band, 
which was formed six years ago 

primarily by members of the Aus-
tin police and fire departments.

ESPADA performs at cadet 
graduation ceremonies, parades 
and other community events. 
They will even go to bars on Sixth 
Street in full Scottish regalia 
and play on tabletops to raise 
money—an exercise in balance 
and not letting anyone see up 
their kilts. 

But foremost, their job is to 
march with the hearse and play 
“Amazing Grace” at the funerals 
of public safety workers, emer-
gency personnel on active duty as 
well as retiree funerals.

“The honor guard as a whole, 
but the pipes in particular, 
provide order to a very chaotic 
situation—a death, a tragedy,” 
said Todd Bircher, a detective 
with the APD who serves as the 
pipe major, or musical leader of 
the band. “A widow or even chil-
dren will say that when we play 
‘Amazing Grace’ and walk off 
into the distance, it’s like we are 

actually walking their loved one 
to the gates. That is our service.” 

Their service is also to the com-
munity. Last year, the organiza-
tion helped raise nearly $100,000 
for St. Baldrick’s Foundation, 
which supports research to cure 
childhood cancers.

“People ask me if I am Scottish, 
and I say, ‘No, I’m a firefighter.’ 
That’s just as good of an answer. 
We have just as much of a con-
nection,” said Jeff Davis, battalion 
chief at the Georgetown Fire 
Department and pipe major of 
the GFD pipe band. 

Indeed, emergency service 
organizations have a long his-
tory of having bagpipers and 
drummers play at funerals of 
fallen public safety personnel, a 
tradition brought over by Scottish 
and Irish immigrants in the 19th 
century.

Many of the members credit 
their significant others for the 
band’s growth and success 
because they put up with the 

sound of beginners rehearsing 
from home, which Matt Greer, an 
APD sergeant, said often sends 
his dog running.  

“Sometimes I think, ‘If I went 
the rest of my life without hearing 
a bagpipe, I would be fine with 
that.’ But this is so important to 
all of them, and that’s why we 
support it,” said Kristi Kessler, 
who is married to founding 
member Coitt Kessler, an Austin 
firefighter.

Kristi, like some of the other 
spouses, is part of the organiza-
tion as a nonperforming member 
and helps raise funds, which are 
needed to purchase the uniforms 

and pay for travel to competitions. 
In September, the smaller 

competition band composed of 
eight members will travel to Estes 
Park, Colo., to compete against 
12 other bands. Next year, their 
goal is to compete in Canada, and 
after that, Scotland.

It’s very unique having a public 
safety band compete, Bircher 
said. He estimates that only two 
to four in the nation do so. 

“My view of competition is the 
better I play in competition, the 
better I play ‘Amazing Grace,’” 
Bircher said. “It’s not just to go 
compete and have fun, it’s also to 
improve the band’s musicianship.”
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360 Condominiums
Austin – 78701

the 360 Condominiums are located in the 
heart of downtown austin at 360 nueces st. 
this 44-story tower has a stunning view of the 
Capitol, the university of texas, downtown 
and the Hill Country. the building’s amenities 
include a resort-style pool, full-service gym 
and panoramic views of the austin skyline. 

the club room is commonly used to host 
baby showers and housewarming parties. in 
addition, the club room has a media room 
where residents can watch movies, sporting 
events or television.  

the gym overlooks the pool deck. the wall 
of glass allows residents to experience the 
building’s views as they work out.

Homeowners have access to a 24-hour 
concierge service. the concierges assist 
residents with many duties such as arranging 
services, dry cleaning and real estate showings.

360 Nueces St., Unit 1316 $465,000
2 Bedroom / 2 Bath 1,117 sq. ft.

360 Nueces St., Unit 1710 $519,000
1 Bedroom / 1 Bath 765 sq. ft.

360 Nueces St., Unit 2001 $355,000
1 Bedroom / 1 Bath 801 sq. ft.

360 Nueces St. Unit 3209 $597,900
2 Bedroom / 2 Bath 1,244 sq. ft.

Data compiled by 
Todd Baily

Realty Austin
289-0653

toddbailey@realtyaustin.com

Featured homesOverview

in addition to being in the heart of downtown, 
360 Condominiums have several nearby 
dining and retail options. the building has 
three restaurants. they include Mullberry, 
Garrido’s, and trifecta Premiere Bourbon & 
Martini sports lounge. the building is also 
home to thunderCloud subs and a Yummy Yo 
Frozen Yogurt shop. royal Blue Grocery has a 
location at the north end of the building. 

 

Nearby schools

Pease elementary school
o. Henry Middle school
austin High school

No. of condos for sale 15

No. of condos under contract 7

Avg. days on the market 52

v 43

Square footage Low/High 715/1280

Selling price Low/High $155,000/$619,500

On the market  (As of Aug. 16, 2012)

Home sales  (Aug. 16, 2011–Aug. 16, 2012
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Market Data Central Austin

Price Range

Number of homes for sale/Average days on market

78701 78703 78704 78731 78751 78756 78757

Less than $149,000 6/227 3/74 5/22 10/64 6/75 4/32 17/81

$150,000–$199,900 3/20 2/105 10/123 5/33 8/38 3/51 6/51

$200,000–$299,900 8/79 9/88 23/68 10/73 6/110 5/56 24/71

$300,000–$399,900 22/68 9/76 27/59 10/60 13/79 8/120 17/41

$400,000–$499,900 11/69 13/89 20/84 13/86 6/27 6/64 5/53

$500,000–$599,900 4/137 14/101 20/327 23/76 4/112 1/3 -

$600,000–$799,900 9/130 21/69 22/105 23/52 1/86 9/42 2/37

$800,000–$999,900 9/181 19/109 5/99 5/85 2/95 - -

$1 million + 20/143 42/134 10/93 19/130 1/395 - -

Month

Number of homes sold/Median price

78701 78703 78704 78731

July 2012 25/$335,000 45/$625,650 63/$372,500 39/$559,250

July 2011 22/$284,000 32/$505,050 60/$284,000 37/$375,000

Month 78751 78756 78757

July 2012 17/$275,000 14/$303,500 38/$259,000

July 2011 19/$265,000 9/$183,000 32/$254,650

On the market*  (As of August 1, 2012) Monthly home sales*

Market Data provided by 
the Austin Board of Realtors

ZIP 
code

Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Price Sq. ft. Agent Phone Agency

78701 Chestnut Square condo 510 18th St. 2br/2ba $336,699 1,270 Genia Joskowitz 585-0271 Landmark Properties

78701 Posada Del Rey condo 505 Seventh St. 1br/1ba $235,000 706 Holly Mace Massingill 413-9363 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78703 Brykerwoods E 3307 Oakmont Blvd. 4br/4ba $849,000 2,849 Allison Olson 694-2251 Realty Austin

78703 Laurel Heights 3707 Gilbert St. 2br/2ba $649,000 2,279 Elizabeth Brooks 636-4166 Landmark Properties

78703 Patterson Townhomes 735 Patterson Ave. 2br/2ba $459,000 1,612 Steven Radke 626-8645 J.B. Goodwin, Realtors

78703 Spring condo 300 Bowie St. 2br/2ba $565,000 1,444 Diana Zuniga 472-8118 Investors Alliance Inc.

78703 Spring condo 300 Bowie St. 1br/1ba $375,000 980 Diana Zuniga 472-8118 Investors Alliance Inc.

78704 Banister Heights 3907 Clawson Road 3br/1ba $469,000 1,818 Ed Lundry 401-6300 Keller Williams Realty

78704 Bluff View 609 Josephine St. 3br/2ba $999,500 2,547 Barbara Gremillion 775-2904 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78704 Bouldin, James E. addition 804 Mary St. 4br/3ba $535,000 2,111 Philip Myers 567-9541 Goldwasser Real Estate

78704 Brinwood 508 Lightsey Road 3br/1ba $342,000 1,330 Huston Dorris 413-6780 Keller Williams Realty

78704 Del Curto Place 1815 Village Oak Court 3br/2ba $394,500 2,002 Benjamin Phillips 965-9236 Turnquist Partners, Realtors

78704 Live Oak Grove South Austin 2404 Wilson St. 3br/2ba $575,000 1,783 Fred Meyers 517-2300 Austin City Living

78704 The Lyric Condominiums 1504 Collier St. 1br/1ba $294,900 1,076 Vince Heinz 905-3030 Realty Austin

78704 Sage condo 1702 Lamar Blvd. 2br/2ba $339,000 1,521 John O'Neill 663-9753 Keller Williams Realty

78704 Sanctuary 3601 Manchaca Road 1br/1ba $175,000 720 Ryanne Vaughan 619-5034 Keller Williams Realty

78704 Sanctuary 3601 Manchaca Road 2br/1ba $215,000 968 Ryanne Vaughan 619-5034 Keller Williams Realty

78704 Southridge West 1603 Grayford Drive 3br/1ba $260,000 1,058 Cong Nguyen 577-6258 Keller Williams Realty

78704 The Lyric Condominiums 1504 Collier St. 2br/2ba $399,000 1,453 Vince Heinz 905-3030 Realty Austin

78731 Northwest Hills Mesa Oaks 4118 Honeycomb Rock Circle 4br/3ba $545,000 3,803 Sharon Hillhouse 560-0777 Hillhouse Realty/PLR

78731 Northwest Hills Mesa Oaks 4206 Far West Blvd. 3br/2ba $495,000 2,456 Shirley Prud'homme 461-1124 Amelia Bullock, Realtors

78731 Northwest Hills 6209 Ledge Mountain Drive 3br/2ba $990,000 3,356 Annie Bright 627-2969 Stanberry & Associates

78731 Oakmont Heights 1916 37th St. 3br/2ba $575,000 1,590 Jimmy Gilmore 657-8671 Presidio Group, Realtors

78731 Shinoak Valley 6405 Rusty Ridge Drive 4br/3ba $735,000 3,055 Arlene Maze 789-1892 Carol Dochen Realtors Inc.

78731 The Courtyard 5818 Back Court 2br/2ba $288,900 1,524 Joan Price 775-8942 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78751 Guadalupe 05 condo 5502 Guadalupe St. 3br/3ba $489,988 2,364 Steven Lofaro 507-6086 Prudential Texas Realty

78751 Guadalupe 05 condo 5502 Guadalupe St. 2br/2ba $379,800 1,786 Steven Lofaro 507-6086 Prudential Texas Realty

78751 Highland Terrace 203 55th St. 2br/2ba $339,000 1,360 Michael Meserole 415-0579 Keller Williams Realty

78751 Hyde Park addition 4003 Avenue D 4br/2ba $629,550 2,187 Jeff Baker 619-7421 Stanberry & Associates

78751 Quadrangle condo 611 45th St. 2br/2ba $250,000 1,252 Laura Ivy Blessing 789-5087 Keller Williams Realty

78751 Red River 810 46th St. 3br/2ba $619,000 2,431 Brian Langlois 422-3350 Capital City Sothebys Itl Rlty

78756 North Loop Terrace 5412 Grover 3br/2ba $319,000 1,427 Dean Lupul 844-4808 Goldwasser Real Estate

78757 Allandale West 6001 Marilyn Drive 3br/2ba $429,000 1,544 Thomas Cheng 832-298-7133 Keller Williams Realty

78757 Crestview addition 1805 Pasadena Drive 4br/2ba $549,990 2,458 Nicholas Quijano 821-8818 David Weekley Homes

78757 Lanier Terrace 1911 Ohlen Road 3br/2ba $188,000 1,632 Patty Johns 426-9899 Realty Austin

78757 Northgate addition 1100 Morrow St. 2br/1ba $258,000 1,323 Gail Huebel 848-3477 Keller Williams Realty

78757 Wooten Park 1503 Villanova Drive 3br/1ba $225,000 1,323 Courtney Oldham 531-2904 Keller Williams Realty

*Market Data includes condominiums, townhomes and houses.

Property Listings
ZIP code guide
78701 Downtown
78703 West Austin
78704 South/Central
78731 Northwest/Central
78751 Hyde Park
78756 Brentwood
78757 Burnet Road/Anderson Lane

1916 37th St. $575,000

1503 Villanova Drive $225,000

1603 Grayford Drive $260,000

609 Josephine St. $999,500

Residential real estate listings added to the market between 08/01/2012 and 08/14/2012 were included and provided by the Austin Board of Realtors, www.abor.com. Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and 
accuracy of this listing, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.
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Looking for
Coupons?

Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local 
and regional coupons

Just click and print
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LOG ON. SHOW UP. BE SEEN.TM

1201 West 38th Street     Austin, TX 78705     (512) 324-1000

SetonER.com is for minor emergencies only. If you are experiencing 
a life-threatening emergency, go directly to the ER or dial 9-1-1.

SetonER.com

Powered by

Hold your place in line and reduce your wait time 

in the Emergency Room to 15 minutes or less.

Now no 

scheduling 

fee!
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