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discusses Formula One logistics with 
the Circuit of The Americas president

impactdeals.com
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City makes a move toward  
permanent supportive housing

Housing aimed at homeless, at-risk

Uncertainties remain 
as airport preps for 
Formula One influx

Austin-Bergstrom International Airport officials suggest travelers arrive early for flights during the week of Nov. 15–19 as 
unprecedented crowds are expected for the Formula One United States Grand Prix race events. Security checkpoint lines are 
expected to be especially long Nov. 19 when most fans are anticipated to depart.

By Mitzie Stelte
Austin is no stranger to the 

global spotlight: In March the 
South by Southwest Music and 
Media Conference attracted sev-
eral thousands of visitors from 
more than 70 nations.

But with less than four months 
until the city’s first Formula One 
race, which is expected to draw 
120,000 fans to Central Texas—
42,000 of whom are expected to 
arrive via international flights—
the full impact of an event of 
this scale will have on Austin-
Bergstrom International Airport  
is unclear.

In 2011, the Circuit of The 
Americas signed a contract with 
the State of Texas to hold F1 

events in Austin for the next 10 
years, beginning with the For-
mula One United States Grand 
Prix on Nov. 18.

Rodney Gonzales, the city’s 
deputy director of economic 
growth and redevelopment ser-
vices, stressed the importance 
November’s event during a June 
14 update to City Council.

“We need this to be a successful 
event,” he said. “Year one is going 
to be very impactful for whether 
or not years two through 10 will 
be successful.”

Learning experience 
Grand Prix fans are expected to 

begin arriving at the airport Nov. 
15, and most race teams and fans 

by Macy Hurwitz
The City of Austin has made it a goal to 

increase the number of permanent support-
ive housing units available to the chronically 
homeless and other people who face multiple 
barriers to finding stable homes. The city 
could make a substantial investment in afford-
able housing in the near future. 

An evolving strategy
The Austin City Council approved a resolu-

tion March 25, 2010, directing the city man-
ager to devise a strategy to add 350 PSH units 

by the end of 2014. Staff reports indicate 350 
units would cost $21.57 million in one-time 
capital expenditures, $3 million in annual 
rental subsidies and $4.13 million in annual 
service funding. According to the city, there 
are 238 units in the pipeline, meaning they 
have been at least partially funded, and 151 of 
those units are currently occupied.

PSH is defined as permanent housing for 
individuals with multiple barriers in finding 
housing, such as disabilities, criminal history, 
addiction and chronic homelessness. PSH 
units offer access to food pantries, counselors, 
case workers, health care, public transporta-
tion and other tools.

“We are working with local landlords in the 
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See Airport | 18

See Housing | 19

 Austin ISD | 16
District ponders methods for 
funding to ensure future  
financial health

impactnews.com 

Governor’s Mansion restored
The Texas Governor’s Mansion has been 
completely repaired after sustaining 
arson fire damage four years ago.
www.impactnews.com/cta

 Tarka Indian Kitchen | 25
Clay Pit owners create alternative Indian 
restaurant with casual feel

Evolution of the view | 12 
A visual representation of new projects 

promising to change Austin’s skyline

are expected to depart Nov. 19. 
According to ABIA figures, 

the airport saw a total of 829,642 
passengers in May, while the air-
port saw 9.1 million total passen-
gers last year.

But with this unprecedented 
event, ABIA spokesman 
Jim Halbrook said there are  

certain unknowns.
“The first year will be a bit of 

a learning experience,” he said. 
“We have been working to ensure 
a minimal impact and make it as 
smooth as possible.” 

During the June 14 update, 
ABIA Executive Director Jim 
Smith issued a specific warning 

350

Austin PSH definition 
(permanent supportive housing)

$7.13  
Million

$21.57 million
number of 
PsH units to be 
added by the 
end of 2014

PsH is rental housing intended for 
the long-term homeless population. 
it is lease-based, not limited by time, 
and affordable with coordinated, 
comprehensive and voluntary 
services. rent is not to exceed 30% of 
the tenant’s average monthly income.

annual service 
funding and rental 
subsidies

estimated cost of 350 
units, a one-time capital 
expenditure, according 
to staff reports

PSH By tHe numBerS

Costs prior to PsH entry

Costs post-entry

$1798

$5,256
$3,452

$10,373
$1,641

$427

IncArcerAtIon

emergency room vISItS

Detox

Sources: City of Austin, Colorado Coalition for the Homeless 

regarding departures. 
“There’s no way around the 

fact we’re going to have long 
lines.” Smith said. “It’s a matter 
of trying to come up with ways 
of managing that person’s [pas-
senger’s] experience while they 
are in the line to try to make it as 

Denver public cost stuDy
the Colorado Coalition for the Homeless 
released a study in 2006 on the public costs 
of homelessness. the group tracked public 
money spent on more than 200 subjects 
before and after they were moved into PsH.

     Fast facts on TREs

Definition

tax rates are made up of 
the maintenance (M&o) 

and interest and sinking 
(i&s) tax rates. a tre is an election to raise the 

M&o rate above a state-mandated level.M&O 
tax rate $1.079 per $100  of property valuationHighest possible M&O tax rate

$1.17 per $100 of property valuationLast AISD election 2008, successful

Tax ratification election
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It’s easy to see how it happened. When you have unsurpassed clinical standards, technology  
and research, patients aren’t the only ones you attract. Not only do 68 cardiologists call St. David’s 
Heart & Vascular home, we have the most renowned group of electrophysiologists in the world.  

And while the numbers may be impressive, what’s really important is that over 250,000 times a year 
they provide compassionate, world-class care that heart patients say is better than anywhere else.

WE DIDN’T SET OUT TO HAVE   

THE MOST  
CARDIOLOGISTS  

WE SET OUT TO HAVE  

THE BEST.

TURNS OUT, WE HAVE BOTH.

©2012 St. David’s HealthCare. All rights reserved.stdavidsheart.com

For a FREE physician referral, or to speak with a Registered Nurse  
about your health questions 24/7, please call (512) 478-3627 or (888) 868-2104.

St. David’s Medical Center  |  Heart Hospital of Austin  |  St. David’s Georgetown Hospital  |  St. David’s North Austin Medical Center
St. David’s Round Rock Medical Center  |  St. David’s South Austin Medical Center  |  Texas Cardiac Arrhythmia Institute

Austin Heart  |  CardioTexas  |  Cardiovascular Specialists of Texas  |  Texas Heart & Vascular
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Before I came to Austin, 
I worked in Boston as an 
editor at a variety of pub-
lications. The hustle and 
the bustle of the city was 
hard to grasp, however, 
and Austin soon became a 

haven of sun, friendliness and relaxation. 
As a journalist, the difference between 

the two metropolises was astounding. 
After covering a long-established seaport 
in the Northeast, to come into Austin’s 
evolving and diverse community was 
eye-opening. While Boston was deal-
ing with the consequences of moving its 
highway system underground, Austin 
was discussing how—and if—its highway 
system should continue to be built out. 

So much of Austin’s community and 
environment continue to evolve today. 
Affordable housing is a hot topic that 
has sparked pro-and-con discussions 
throughout the city for years. Editor 
Macy Hurwitz’s front-page story on the 

City of Austin’s efforts in funding for 
permanent supportive housing touches 
on this subject. Historically, stakeholder 
opinions on affordable housing have 
clashed in terms of where new units 
should be located. While affordable 
housing has traditionally been developed 
east of I-35, this new effort explores other 
areas, including other established Central 
Austin neighborhoods. 

For me, it’s so exciting to provide 
information to readers to help them 
understand how their community is 
growing and changing. Austin is such 
a young, budding city full of ideas and 
ambitions. To be able to watch it all 
unfold is truly a gift.
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 easy to paddle, sit-in and sit-on-top 
kayaks for rent by the hour or by the half-day, on Lady Bird 
Lake, next to the Congress Avenue Bridge.

WALLER CREEK BOATHOUSE
BELOW THE FOUR SEASONS HOTEL

74 Trinity Street Austin, TX 78701
512.809.8916 • 
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The Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center hosts  Lady 
Bird Johnson tribute day July 29. It was previously 
listed for June 29.

Correction  – Volume 4, Issue 8
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Downtown Austin 

Now Open

1  Corpus Christi company American 
Bank opened a new branch in the 
Sampson Building on Congress Avenue on 
June 4, its third branch in the Austin area. 
A grand opening was held July 3. The new 
location at 620 Congress Ave., Ste. 100, has 
a walk-up ATM and offers night deposits, 
new accounts and a variety of loans. 
708-1492, www.americanbank.com 

2  Web publishing startup SpaceCraft,  
800 W. Fifth St., Ste. 100-A, officially 
launched in April a web-based product to 
aid small businesses in building websites. 
While the product is designed as a do-it-
yourself platform, customers can also opt 
for SpaceCraft to build their website for 
them. 537-7223, www.gospacecraft.com, 
Twitter: @go_spacecraft

Coming Soon

3  Austin-based spa and salon Milk + 
Honey plans to open a new flagship spa 
and salon at the corner of Cesar Chavez 
and Guadalupe streets in November. 
The location will consolidate the spa on 
Colorado Street and the salon on Third 
Street. www.milkandhoneyspa.com,  
www.milkandhoneysalon.com

4  Carmack Concepts plans to open a 
new bar at 212 E. Sixth St. on Sept. 15. 
Bourbon Girl’s concept celebrates modern 
country-western and rock music in 
aesthetics and atmosphere with two private 
karaoke booths and quarterly concerts 
featuring nationally known country acts. 
www.carmackconcepts.com

5  Bolivar Cigar Lounge, 309 E. Cesar 
Chavez St., is scheduled to open Aug. 1 at 
the Residences at the Four Seasons. The 
shop will sell cigars and cigar accessories, 
and members will have access to a private 
smoking lounge. Memberships are still 
available. 472-2277,  
www.bolivarlounge.com 

6  Live music venue Holy Mountain is 
scheduled to open in the fall in the former 
Beauty Bar location, 617 E. Seventh St. 

Relocations

7  Patika Coffee relocated from its 
previous location at Second Street and 
Congress Avenue to its current location 
at Fourth Street and Congress Avenue 
on June 10. The coffee shop offers French 
press coffee and espresso drinks as well as 
pastries. 535-3955, www.patikacoffee.com,  
Twitter: @patikacoffee

Closing

8  Skinny’s Ballroom, 115 San Jacinto 

Blvd., is slated to close. The live music 
venue featured both local and touring acts 
playing music from a variety of genres. 

9  Brewpub and bar Lovejoy’s is 
scheduled to close Aug. 5. According 
to a post on the bar’s Facebook page, 
rising costs have forced the 18-year-old 
institution located at 604 Neches St. to 
shut its doors. 

Central Austin 

Now Open

10 Co-owners David Ansel and Matt 
Schook opened a second location of 
Juicebox & Soup Peddler at 501 W. Mary 
St. on June 25. The new location will serve 
freshly made juices, smoothies, soups, 
salads and grilled cheese sandwiches. 
447-7687, www.souppeddler.com,  
Twitter: @souppeddler

11  Lard Have Mercy celebrated its 
grand opening July 1 with Gospel Sunday 
Brunch. The food cart, located at 603 W. 
Live Oak St., serves deep-fried foods, both 
traditional and less-common options such 
as deep fried Oreos. 629-3158,  
www.lardhavemercy.net

12  Jack Marino and Jason Clevlen opened 
a franchise of The Traveling Photo Booth 
in early June. They offer retro photo booth 
rentals for weddings and other events. 
The photo booths are automatic and print 
photo strips on-site. The Austin office is 
located at 7000 N. MoPac, Ste. 200.  
524-6046,  
www.thetravelingphotobooth.com

13  Ivo Gruner opened Boxcar Bistro 
at 3600 S. Lamar Blvd. in the beginning 
of May. The trailer serves French bistro 
soups and sandwiches such as its signature 
croque monsieur ham and cheese 
sandwich. 693-7885,  
www.boxcarbistro.com

14  A food trailer, Gonzo Juice and 
Salads, opened at 1506 S. First St. in May. 
The eatery specializes in fresh juices, 
smoothies and milkshakes, and serves 
wraps, sandwiches and salads as well. Call-
in orders welcome.782-0392, 
www.gonzojuice.com

15  Honky Tonk Hot Dogs opened  
June 19 at 3600 S. Lamar Blvd. in the 
South Lamar Trailer Bazaar. Owner Scott 
Angle named his menu items after local 
country-western musicians and hosts live 
music on the deck in front of his food 
truck. 761-8622, 
www.honkytonkhotdogsatx.com

16  A food trailer specializing in 
Brooklyn-style pizza, The Pizza Shop 
ATX, opened in May at 1906 S.  
First St. 851-7245
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Compiled by Macy Hurwitz and Caitlin Perrone

What’s on your mind
make it happen with a Velocity home equity loan.

Apply at www.velocitycu.com

Barbecue Mercantile sells and assembles grills, 
and features grilling and smoking accessories 
ranging from wood chips to novelty aprons.

Austin-based company Milk + Honey plans to 
combine its downtown spa and salon locations to 
the corner of Cesar Chavez and Guadalupe streets.

news or questions about Central austin? 
e-mail ctanews@impactnews.com.

4 14

1

3

American Bank held a ribbon cutting July 3. From left are branch officer Emily Ballenger, senior commercial 
lender officer Chris Bourne, banker Nick Vetsch, Austin Regional President Robert Greenwood, commercial 
lender officer Tim Traister, administrative assistant Melody Garrett and President and COO Richard Scanio.

The chicken-shaped trailer that is home to Gonzo 
Juice and Salads sits in the yard of Lovely cloth-
ing boutique on South First Street.

Bourbon Girl is scheduled to open Sept. 15 on 
East Sixth Street. The bar will feature live music 
and private karaoke booths for patrons. 
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17  The Natural Way, a spa that offers 
massages, aesthetician treatments and a 
sauna opened in the SoCo Lofts, 3801 S. 
Congress Ave., Ste. 101, at the beginning 
of July. The spa offers services by 
appointment only. 551-0700,  
www.thenaturalwaymassage.com

18  Colorado-based barbecue outlet 
Barbecue Mercantile opened its doors at 
5003 Burnet Road on June 13. The store 
relocated from Colorado Springs, Colo. It 
specializes in grills, smokers, wood chips, 
sauces, rubs and other barbecue supplies.  
371-3748, www.barbecuemercantile.com

Coming Soon

19  Online home store Mockingbird 
Domestics.com will open a brick-and-
mortar storefront in August at 2151 S. 
Lamar Blvd. The business specializes in 
home furnishings in a modern, classic 
style from Texas artisans as well as 
vintage, repurposed and international 
pieces. www.mockingbirddomestics.com, 
677-4004, Twitter: @MBDomestics

20 ZACH Theatre, 1510 Toomey Road, 
will open the Topfer Theatre, a 420-seat 
venue on the southwest corner of South 
Lamar Boulevard and West Riverside 
Drive this fall with two gala events. 
The opening gala events, “Once Upon 
a Dream” and “Deep in the Heart of 
ZACH,” are scheduled to be held Sept. 
27 and 29, respectively, to welcome the 
theater. 476-0594, www.zachtheatre.org

Mergers

Pronto Messengers and Beat the Clock 
Bike Messengers plan to partner to form 
Pronto Beat the Clock, a courier service 
for the Austin area. Pronto Messengers 
previously delivered food and legal 
documents throughout Austin and 
Central Texas, while Beat the Block Bike 
Messengers delivered food and business 
documents by bike in the downtown 
Austin area. The merger is set to be 
complete by the end of July. 524-0441,  
www.prontoaustin.com

Expansions
21  Microchip technology company 
Calxeda built out an additional 3,000 
feet on the fourth floor of 7000 N. 
MoPac, Ste. 250. The company plans to 
grow from about 50 people to more than 
100 by the end of the year. 582-5100,  
www.calxeda.com

Relocations

22 Precision Camera & Video plans to 
move from 3810 N. Lamar Blvd. to the 
former Zinger Hardware location at 2438 
W. Anderson Lane. Store managers say 
they plan to be moved in the early part of 
2013. 467-7676, www.precision-camera.
com, Twitter: @precisioncamera

23 Western clothing and accessory 
store Sheplers plans to relocate from 
6001 Middle Fiskville Road to 5451B N. 
I-35 in Capital Plaza, an already-open 
location. The Middle Fiskville Road 
location will close July 22. 582-2521, 
www.sheplers.com, Twitter: @sheplers

In the news
24  Jewelry Studies International, 
a school teaching jewelry design and 
construction, 321 W. Ben White Blvd., 
Ste. 204, graduated its first class July 
13. Native Texan Ronda Coryell opened 
the school in January. The school offers 
classes in computer-aided design and 
manufacturing, and jewelry arts. The 
next semester begins Sept. 3. 861-5785, 
www.jewelrystudiesinternational.com

25 The Long Center of Performing Arts, 
701 W. Riverside Drive has launched 
Trailer Food Tuesdays, a series of five 
food truck gatherings on the last Tuesday 
of each month through November. The 
Peached Tortilla, Hey Cupcake, The Flying 
Carpet, Coolhaus and several other food 
trucks will take part in the July 31 event.  
www.facebook.com/TrailerFoodTuesdays, 
Twitter: @trailerfoodtues

18
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Now Open

26 Austin nonprofit Capital IDEA closed 
the doors of its downtown office July 12 
and reopened in a new location at 835 
N. Pleasant Valley Road on July 17. The 
organization helps impoverished adults 
improve their careers through education. 
457-8610, www.capitalidea.org

27  St. David’s Medical Center and Ronald 
McDonald House Charities opened the 
Ronald McDonald Family Room to the 
public at St. David’s Women’s Center of 
Texas on the campus of North Austin 
Medical Center, 12221 N. Mopac Expy., in 
early July. The new room is the largest in 
the region and will serve the families of 
medically fragile infants in the neonatal 
intensive care unit (NICU). The room 
allows families to spend the night, take a 
shower, access the Internet or watch TV 
in order to take a break from the NICU. 
901-2929, www.rmhc-austin.org/Family-
Room-St-Davids

28  The Turkish-style wraps trailer, 
Kebabalicious, will open a permanent 
storefront location on Sept. 15 at 11311 
E. Seventh St., in addition to its two food 
trailers downtown. The storefront was to 
open in February, but was delayed during 
the permit application process.

Relocations
29  Blue Starlite Mini Urban Drive-
in recently relocated from its previous 
location on East Sixth Street to 1901 E. 51st 
St. in Austin. The theater concentrates on 
childhood favorites, drive-in classics, indie 
films, cult films, and Gen X/Y pop culture 
favorites. The space can hold 50 cars and 
100 walk-in customers, and offers bike 
racks for cyclists. If car spots are sold out, 
customers can park on the street and walk 
in to find a seat. For July and August, the 
drive-in will be operating on a bi-weekly 
schedule. Chairs are available on a first 
come, first served basis, though visitors 
may bring chairs or sleeping bags. 
850-6127, www.bluestarlitedrivein.com27

news or questions about Central austin? 
e-mail ctanews@impactnews.com.

Kebabalicious will make the leap from food trailer 
to a brick-and-mortar location Sept. 15.

28
Representatives from St. David’s Medical Center 
NICU and Ronald McDonald House Charities 
celebrate the opening of the Ronald McDonald 
Family Room.

27

The City of Austin Watershed Protection Department 
recognizes the following Clean Water Partners for running 
clean shops to reduce pollution in our creeks and lakes.
Look for the Clean Water Partners logo to identify those 
businesses that go the extra mile to protect the environment.
To become a partner with the City or to get more information, 
call 974-2550 or visit our website at: www.austintexas.gov/
department/austin-clean-water-partners

Clean Shops 
   Clean Water
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OUR CLEAN WATER PARTNERS:
Advanced Automotive and Tire
7528 Burnet Road • 454-3454

Arbor Car Wash and Lube
10401 Jollyville Road • 346-8050

Arboretum Auto Service
12108 B Roxie Drive • 343-8393

Auto Gate Austin
435 Industrial Boulevard • 444-4283

B&B Muffl er & Automotive Service 
Center
3000 S. Lamar Blvd • 447-5581

Ben’s Workshop
410 Pressler Street • 472-5555

Brake Check # 17
205 E. Ben White Boulevard • 448-1221

Bridgestone Firestone # 43E2
2500 W. Palmer Lane • 388-6060

Bridgestone Firestone # 43E3
6412 S. I35 • 442-9388

Caliber Collision Centers
8735 N. Lamar Boulevard • 836-0000

Caliber Collision Centers
6222 Manchaca Road • 443-2244

Capitol Chevrolet
6200 S. I35 • 444-8888

Capital Metro
2910 E. 5th Street • 389-7411

Capital V Connection
4201 S. Congress Avenue • 441-1334

Champion Toyota
4800 S. I35 • 440-4500

Charlie and Ann’s Exxon
5400 Balcones Drive • 452-5422

East First Grocery
1811 E. Cesar Chavez Street • 477-0988

Ellis & Salazar Garage & Body Shop
4501 S. Congress Avenue • 444-5555

E-Z Food Store #5
6400 S. 1st Street • 447-5825

Flamingo Automotive
3512 Guadalupe Street • 459-9917

Goodyear Auto Service Center
907 E. 41st Street • 459-6554

Great Hills Automotive
5346 Thunder Creek Road • 795-2995

Infi niti of Austin
8140 Burnet Road • 453-0660

Jiffy Lube #2926
3704 Spicewood Springs Road • 345-
1274

Joe Angell Automotive Service
4222 S. 1st Street • 444-6721

Lamb’s Tire & Automotive Center #4
3564 Far West Boulevard • 345-6600

Leonard Johnson’s Garage & Muffl er 
Center
4401 S. 1st Street • 445-2892

Lexus of Austin
9910 Stonelake Boulevard • 343-3400

Marks American Car Care
6303 Cameron Road • 459-1486

Maxwell Ford
5000 S. I35 • 443-5000

Mazda South
4506 S. I35 • 462-3131

Mopac Auto Service Inc.
3500 Hyridge Drive • 346-0438

Redline Automotive & Marine
4705 Weidemar Lane • 441-0416

Rising Sun Japanese Auto Service
2714 Foster Lane • 453-6292

Swedish Auto Service
11008 N. Lamar Boulevard •  836-0022

Travis Engine Cente
2406 Hidalgo Street • 476-6837

Zimmer’s Auto Shop
2313 Thorton Road #C • 445-6731

26
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AustinCosmeticDentistry.com

Dr. Arturo R. GarciaServices provided by Texas licensed general dentists.  Actual treatment results may vary.    Dr. John Christian Schiro

FREE Consultation!
512.382.5888

Mention this ad when you schedule your appointment
and receive a digital preview of your new smile.

A Total Value of $350.00.

•  Over 40 years combined experience.
•  Thousands of Smile Makeovers
    (ten or more teeth) completed.
•  No tooth preparation in many cases.
•  Full-Mouth Reconstruction.
•  Sedation dentistry.
•  Last Time You Pay policy.
•  Convenient financing.
•  Saturday appointments.

Smiles Like These In As Few As
Two Visits, Without Braces!  

Austin Cosmetic Dentistry is devoted to changing people’s 
smiles and lives primarily through the use of Cosmetic Dentistry 
and Full-Mouth Reconstruction.  We accomplish these amazing 
transformations using all-porcelain restorations that are virtually 
undetectable from natural teeth.  The entire procedure is 
completed in as few as two visits (without braces!).

Texan’s
 GO-TO!        

For Cosmetic And 
Reconstructive Dentistry.

Actual patients of Dr. Schiro 
and Dr. Garcia

ImpactNews 6-2012.indd   1 6/12/12   9:08 AM
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austin’s #1 home search website

RIDGETOP CONDOS
304 E 33rd St #10
1 BD 1 BA +/-432 SQ FT
Listed by Michael Said
MLS#  C2724909

78704
416 W Annie St
2 BD 1 BA +/-840 SQ FT
Listed by Cynthia Mattiza
MLS#  C3360983

THE SHORE CONDOS
603 Davis St #1501 
1 BD 1 BA +/-1,005 SQ FT
Listed by Vince Heinz
MLS#  C7534813

RIDGETOP
804 E 45th St
2 BD 2 BA +/-3,539 SQ FT
Listed by Brian Copland
MLS#  C2422414

CAT MOUNTAIN
5821 Westslope Dr
4 BD 3 BA +/-2,833 SQ FT
Listed by Avalon at Realty Austin
MLS#  C3648979

HYDE PARK
4600 Avenue G
4 BD 2.5 BA +/-2,700 SQ FT
Listed by Tammy Young
MLS#  C7786918

ZILKER
1709 Bauerle Ave
3 BD 2 BA  +/-1,785 SQ FT
Listed by Lisa Muñoz
MLS#  C4188771

ST THOMAS CONDOS 
807 W 25th St #209
2 BD 1 BA  +/-688 SQ FT
Listed by Tom Thornton
MLS#  C8582464

TARRYTOWN
2403 Tower Dr
4 BD 3 BA  +/-2,391 SQ FT
Listed by Susie Lee
MLS#  C5465565

BRENTWOOD
815 Stark St
2 BD 1 BA +/-1,095 SQ FT
Listed by Patty Johns
MLS#  C4098297

TOWNHOMES NW HILLS 
6902 Old Quarry Ln
2 BD 1.5 BA +/-944 SQ FT
Listed by Patrick Birdsong
MLS#  C9498429

EDGECLIFF NW CONDOS
7122 Wood Hollow Dr #56
1 BD 1 BA +/-940 SQ FT
Listed by Drew Griffin
MLS#  C3085105

FOR INSTANT PRICE AND INFO – EMAIL: mls@realtyaustin.com SUBJECT: (MLS ID provided in listing)

78704
2402 Oak Crest Ave
4 BD 2 BA +/-1,322 SQ FT
Listed by Cynthia Mattiza
MLS#  C7738254

ALLANDALE  
6207 Nasco Dr
2 BD 1 BA +/-1,309 SQ FT
Listed by Carla Umlauf
MLS#  C3405993

EDGECLIFF NW CONDOS
7122 Wood Hollow Dr #65
1 BD 1 BA +/-754 SQ FT
Listed by Patty Johns
MLS#  C7379953

NORTH LOOP
5413 Duval St
4 BD 2 BA +/-1,561 SQ FT
Listed by Elle Klein
MLS#  C3877953

PE
NDING

PE
NDING

IN 2 
DAY

S 

PE
NDING

IN 2 
DAY

S 

PE
NDING

IN 1 
DAY

 

PE
NDING

IN 8 
DAY

S 

PE
NDING

IN 2 
DAY

S 
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Downtown      Westlake            Lake Travis—Now Open!
1209 W. 5th St, Suite 300, Austin, TX 78703   6806 Bee Cave Rd, Austin, TX 78746      2418 RR 620 South, Lakeway, TX 78738 

www.realtyaustin.com  •  512.241.1300
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Calendar

Ongoing
Through Aug. 11 54th Annual 
Zilker summer musical: ‘The Sound of 
Music’
Zilker theater Productions presents free 
performances of “the sound of Music” 
at the Beverly s. sheffield Zilker Hillside 
theater, across from Barton springs Pool. 
the musical runs thursday through sunday 
until aug. 11. Parking costs $3 per car. 8:30 
p.m. Free. Beverly s. sheffield Zilker Hillside 
theater, 2206 William Barton drive. 
477-5335. www.zilker.org

Through Sept. 2 ‘Xanadu:’ The 
Musical
the Zach theatre presents “Xanadu,” a 
roller-skating musical that spoofs the 1980s 
film starring olivia newton-John and Gene 
Kelly. drinks are allowed in the theatre, and 
the bar opens one hour before the show. 8 
p.m. tue.–sat. 2:30 p.m. sun. $22–$55. Zach 
theatre’s Kleberg stage, 1421 W. riverside 
drive. 476-0541. www.zachtheatre.org
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Sponsored by

To view more events, or to submit a Central Austin event 
online, visit www.impactnews.com/cta-calendar.

For a full list of Central Texas events, visit  
www.impactnews.com.

To have Central Austin events considered for the print 
edition, they must be submitted online by the second  
Friday of the month.

August 4
By Mitzie Stelte 

the annual family and pet-friendly festival features cold treats, games, live entertainment and 
contests including an ice cream eating contest, homemade ice cream making contest and a 
popsicle stick sculpture contest.

the festival benefits several local charities and organizations including the austin Children’s 
shelter, Big Brothers Big sisters and Habibis Hutch.

$10 entry fee with free ice cream. 10 a.m.– 7 p.m. Fiesta Gardens, 2102 Jesse east segovia 
st. 974-6797. www.icecreamfestival.org
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The annual Austin Ice Cream Festival features cold treats, contests, games and live entertainment.  
This year, the event takes place Aug. 6 at Fiesta Gardens. 

The Sixth Annual Austin Ice Cream Festival
theatre, 2803 e. Manor road. 
www.glasshalffulltheatre.com

11–12 Beginning Sewing Clinic
the Clothing Hospital teaches sewing basics 
for those who want to mend and hem their 
own clothing or attempt to make their own 
clothes. day one teaches how the sewing 
machine works, and day two will teach how 
to sew from a basic pattern. reservations 
are needed, and attendees are encouraged 
to bring their own sewing machine. 9 a.m.– 
noon. $100 for both days. Clothing Hospital, 
4631 airport Blvd., ste. 119. 693-7553. 
www.spinsta.net

17–19 State sales tax holiday
texas shoppers get a break from state and 
local sales taxes during the state’s annual 
tax holiday. layaway plans can also be used 
toward the sales tax holiday. as in previous 
years, the law exempts most clothing, 
footwear, school supplies and backpacks 
priced less than $100 from sales and use 
taxes, which could save shoppers about 
$8 on every $100 they spend. For more 
information, visit the texas Comptroller of 
Public accounts website. 
www.window.state.tx.us/taxinfo/taxpubs/
tx98_490/tx98_490.html

22–26 Ringling Bros. and Barnum & 
Bailey Brothers circus 
the ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey 
circus presents the show Fully Charged with 
daredevil acts, stunts and performances. 
all ages are welcome. Wed.–Fri. 7:30 p.m. 
sat.–sun. multiple showings. $15–$80. Frank 
erwin Center, 1701 red river st. 477-6060. 
www.texasboxoffice.com

 Worth the Trip

Aug. 23–26 Gillespie County Fair 
the 124th Gillespie County Fair offers 
carnival rides, food, livestock, agriculture and 
household exhibits, as well as arts and crafts 
booths, tractor shows, live horse racing and 
dancing. located on Hwy. 16, 2 miles south 
of Fredericksburg, the fair is an event open to 
the whole family. it opens at 5 p.m. aug. 23. 
Prices and daily times vary. 530 Fair drive. 
830-997-2359. www.gillespiefair.com

25 ‘Trapped’ indie film premiere 
screening
ani-Flix studios, with the help of Gamogers 
distributions, premiers the indie feature 
film “trapped.” the night includes poet 
readings, the screening of the film, and panel 
discussions with the cast and crew.  
10 a.m.–1 p.m. alamo drafthouse downtown 
at the ritz, 320 e. sixth st. 476-1320. 
www.aniflixstudios.com,
www.drafthouse.com

25 Bat Fest 
the family-friendly festival celebrates the 
world’s largest urban Mexican free-tailed bat 
colony with live music, arts and crafts, food 
and beer. ten bands will play on two different 
stages, and ViP passes allow access to two 

tents and drinks. 5 p.m.–midnight. Free. ann 
richards Congress avenue Bridge.
441-9015. www.roadwayevents.com 

26 Austin Chronicle Hot Sauce Festival 
the austin Chronicle hosts the 22nd annual 
Hot sauce Festival. according to event 
organizers, it features live music, and has 
attracted as many as 15,000 spectators and 
more than 350 entries. the event serves as 
a major fundraiser for the Capital area Food 
Bank of texas. 11 a.m. Free with a donation 
of three healthy, non-perishable food items 
or a cash donation to the Capital area Food 
Bank of texas. Fiesta Gardens, 2102 Jesse 
e. segovia st. 454-7766. 
www.austinchronicle.com

26 Ballet Austin’s Come Dance! 2012 
celebration
Ballet austin celebrates the fifth anniversary 
of the opening of its Butler dance education 
Center in downtown austin with free dance 
classes in a variety of styles, from jazz to 
ballet. Classes are recommended for ages 8 
and older. no registration is required. 6 p.m. 
Free. Ballet austin’s Butler dance education 
Center, 501 W. third st. 476-9151.
www.balletaustin.org/comedance

July 

27 Little Woodrow’s turtle races
little Woodrow’s bar on West sixth street 
downtown hosts a turtle racing contest for 
those ages 21 and older. six turtles compete 
against one another as attendees place 
bets to win prizes on which will reach their 
sponsor bucket first. 7 p.m. Free. 520 W. 
sixth st. 477-2337. www.littlewoodrows.com

28 The Dinner Detective Austin
the dinner detective is an interactive murder-
mystery dinner show in which audience 
members could become the suspect or the 
victim. the show offers the public the chance 
to solve a murder case while eating a four-
course meal. 8:15 p.m. $59.95 and up. rio 
Grande Ballroom, Marriott austin downtown, 
300 e. Fourth st. 1-800-421-7305.  
www.thedinnerdetective.com/sites/austin

29 Lady Bird Johnson Tribute Day
the Wildflower Center displays historic 
pens President lyndon B. Johnson used to 
sign laws influenced by lady Bird Johnson 
and her conservation efforts. the center 
also plans to unveil a new exhibit that is 
scheduled to travel to the u.s. Botanic 
Garden in Washington, d.C., and to the santa 
Barbara Botanic Garden in California. Center 
hours are extended from 9 a.m.–5 p.m. Free. 
lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center, 4801 
la Crosse ave. 232-0100. 
www.wildflower.org/tributeday

29 Turbo Kick workout class
this class focuses on cardio exercise as 
it combines kickboxing and dance moves 
choreographed to music. the 45-minute- 
workout session is suitable for ages 13 and 
older. 2 p.m. $10–$17. Ballet austin Butler 
Community school, 501 W. third st. 
476-9051. www.balletaustin.org/community

August
10–18 Austin Fashion Week 
among the week’s features are nearly 
100 showcase events throughout the city 
from aug. 11–14. apparel and accessories 
collections debut at the driskill Hotel during 
the runway Presentations and Marketplace 
aug. 15–17. the week closes aug. 18 with 
the austin Fashion awards at austin Music 
Hall. Visit the website for more information: 
www.fashionweekaustin.com.
 

10–15 ‘FupDuck:’ Tabletop puppetry 
and live Americana music
the Glass Half Full theatre presents 
Fupduck, an original tabletop puppetry 
performance for adults accompanied by 
live americana music. Fupduck is an anti-
authoritarian fable about whiskey, ducks, 
life, death and the untamed spirit of the 
West. Matinees feature more gentle language 
appropriate for ages 8 and older. an extra 
matinee is scheduled for 3 p.m. on aug. 25.
8 p.m. thu.–sat., 3 p.m. sun. $12–$25 
(adults), $8 (children). salvage Vanguard 

Online Calendar
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78745: THE NEW 78704!

$500* OFF with this ad!

THE ENCLAVE 
APARTMENTS
(512) 444.4182
www.theenclaveaustin.com

3707 MANCHACA RD.

MINUTES FROM ACC!

* DISCOUNT APPLIED TO FIRST FULL MONTH’S RENT 

WWW.ROSCOEPROPERTIES.COM

ALL PROPERTY 
LISTINGS:
CENTRAL AUSTIN
Century Square
www.centurysquareaustin.com
House 2604
www.house2604austin.com

Delwood Station
www.delwoodstationaustin.com

Enfield Court
www.enfieldcourtaustin.com

Escala
www.escalaaustin.com

Townhollow
www.townhollowaustin.com

NORTH AUSTIN
Pecan Creek
www.pecancreekaustin.com

Shoal Creek North
www.shoalcreeknorthaustin.com

Bowman’s Walk
www.bowmanswalkapartments.com

Skyview Village
www.skyviewapartments.com

SOUTH AUSTIN
Hillside Place
www.hillsideplaceaustin.com

South Congress Commons
www.southcongresscommonsaustin.com

The Grove
www.thegrove78704.com

Tambaleo 2207
www.tambaleoaustin.com

Saddle Creek
www.saddlecreekaustin.com

The Establishment
www.theestablishmentaustin.com

AND MORE!

FULLY RENOVATED

WOOD FLOORS

BLACK APPLIANCES

FENCED YARDS

GOURMET KITCHENS

VAULTED CEILINGS

IMMEDIATE 
AVAILABILITY

How do you measure 5 feet? 
Show us how at facebook.com/austinrecycles

5 FEET

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22

MAKE IT 5 FEET

However You
MEASURE IT

Burnet Rd.

Woo
dro

w Av
e.

Gr
ov

er 
Av

e.

Hancock Dr.

49th St.
47th St.

N. Loop Blvd.
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  Austin City Council
austin City Hall, 301 W. second st.
974-2497, www.austintexas.gov/
department/city-council
July 31, Aug. 2, 16, 23 10 a.m.
City Council meetings are aired live on 
cable Channel 6 and webcast live at  
www.austintexas.gov/department/
channel-6#channel6live.

  Travis County 
Commissioners Court
314 11th st. 854-9425, www.co.travis.
tx.us/commissioners_court 

Meetings are every tuesday at 9 a.m.

Meetings

Homes deemed historic by the City of Austin may 
receive tax exemptions. 

Compiled by Joe Olivieri and Mitzie StelteCitY and CountY

Austin

Single-member district plan 
to appear on November ballot

Austin City Council gave final approval 
June 28 to place the all single-member dis-
trict system—the 10-1 plan—on the ballot, 
while also passing the hybrid 8-2-1 plan on 
first reading.

Prior to the council meeting, the 
grassroots citizen group Austinites for 
Geographic Representation announced 
the group had gathered 30,000 signatures 
in support of the 10-1 plan , which would 
automatically place the plan on Novem-
ber’s ballot. Many of the members decided 
to vote for both plans to allow voters to 
make a choice between the two plans.

Austin Energy late fees back 
for July billing cycle

Austin Energy will reinstate late fees on 
bills nine months after temporarily sus-
pending them. Beginning the July bill cycle, 
customers who do not pay on time will 
have a 5 percent fee assessed on the out-
standing balance, which would show up on 
the next bill. The fee does not compound.

Prior to suspending the late fees, the 
utility provider collected $200,000 to 
$300,000 per month in late fees, Austin 
Energy spokesman Carlos Cordova said.

City Council appoints citizens 
to Lake Austin committee

Council members appointed 12 residents 
to the Lake Austin Task Force at the June 
28 meeting. 

The body was created to form a strategy 
to balance varying interests and create a 
strategy for development surrounding the 
lake in the future.  

The appointees are Ernest Gonzalez, 
Linda Guerrero, Andrew Hawkins, Ben 
Hodges, Carol Lee Council, Jared Mathews, 
Pam Murfin, Mary Ann Neeley, Jane 
Rivera, Alan Roddy, Ellen Witt, Kenneth 
Pfluger and Nick Wiersema.

Commissioners Court to vote to raise own base salaries
The Travis County Commissioners 

Court is scheduled to hold a public hearing 
July 31 on a plan to raise base salaries of 
elected officials who are not under a state-
mandated salary cap by 3.5 percent. 

The court voted 4-1 to move forward 
with the raise. Commissioner Karen 
Huber opposed. 

The county did a market study 

comparing its salaries to other Texas coun-
ties. It found that many of the county’s 
salaries are under market value. 

A commissioner’s salary is $92,362, 
while the market rate is $119,004. Huber 
has requested to freeze her salary at 
$90,109 if reelected. 

The county judge’s salary is $111,038, 
while the market rate is $135,479.

s
ar

a 
B

eh
un

ek

Court adopts city’s tax 
policy for historic properties

The Travis County Commissioners 
Court unanimously adopted the City of 
Austin’s policy for tax exemptions on 
historic properties as its own.

By doing so, the county institutes a 
cap on tax exemptions of whichever is 
greater—$2,000 or 50 percent of a prop-
erty’s tax responsibility.

The city’s policy exempts 50 percent of 
the assessed value of the land and  
100 percent of the value of the structure 
on an owner-occupied historic home-
stead. Commercial properties receive  
25 percent of the assessed value of the 
land and 50 percent of the structure.

During a public hearing July 10, some 
historic property owners said the costs 

to maintain their homes outpaced the 
proposed exemption cap, and they 
would be less interested in keeping their 
designation.

The Commissioners Court also raised 
the tax exemption for property owners 
older than 65 from $65,000 to $70,000.

Travis County
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Gables Park Plaza II
Seaholm Power Plant 

redevelopment
Green Water Treatment 
Plant redevelopment

Third and Colorado IBC Bank Plaza JW Marriott hotel The Whitley Fairmont Austin Hotel SkyHouse Austin
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111 Sandra  
Muraida Way

214 West Ave.
600 W. Cesar  

Chavez St.
Colorado and  
Third streets

500 W. Fifth St.
Second Street and 
Congress Avenue

Third and  
Brazos streets

East Cesar Chavez and 
Red River streets

51 Rainey St.
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This project is the 
second phase of an 

existing mixed-use de-
velopment. It is slated 
to have 222 units upon 

build-out, which is 
estimated to happen in 

late 2013. 

Austin’s former power 
plant is being  

re-envisioned as a 
multiuse development 

with office space, 
retail, restaurants 
apartments, Trader 

Joe’s grocery store and 
outdoor space. 

The facility is planned 
to be transformed into 
two towers with apart-

ments, hotel rooms, 
retail and office space. 
At least 10 percent of 
the apartments are to 

be accessible for fami-
lies below 80 percent 
of the median family 

income level. Construc-
tion should begin by 

the end of 2013.

The 30-story build-
ing is slated to be a 

396,000-square-foot, 
Class A Office Tower.

The IBC Bank Plaza is 
planned to be 195,000 

square feet, mostly 
devoted to office 

space. Construction is 
expected to begin in 

December.

The JW Marriott 
convention hotel 

began construction in 
June. The building is 
expected to top out 

at 33 stories and add 
1,012 rooms to down-

town. It is projected 
for completion in early 

2015.

The Whitley is slated 
to rise 16 stories and 
total 277 apartments 
with street-level retail 

as well. 

The Fairmont Austin 
Hotel is slated to begin 
construction in spring 
2013 with completion 
as soon as 2015. The 
building is designed 
to rise 50 stories and 
have 1,000 rooms.

SkyHouse is slated to 
add 23 stories to the 
Rainey Street district, 
as well as 320 apart-

ments.

deVeloPMent

Developers have announced a slew of high-rise projects during the past several years to be built in downtown Austin. Some of the projects are under construction, some are awaiting funding, and others may never 
come to fruition. This is a collection of projects, and is not a comprehensive list of planned development. All plans are subject to change.

ThenewAustinskyline
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Gables Park Plaza STG Design, Inc. Gensler Architects Duda Paine Architects HKS Architects HKS Architects Remy Hama Gensler Architects Smallwood, Reynolds, Stewart, 
Stewart & Associates Inc.

www.tomlinsons.com

The pet store for people
who cherish their pets!

SIX AUSTIN AREA LOCATIONS · See our website for store specials and location information.
CENTRAL AUSTIN · 908 E. 49 1/2 St. • Mon-Fri 9-6 • Sat 10-4 • 512-452-1560

AUSTIN ALL MAIDS

Get An Instant 
  Online Price 

Estimate!

 Servicing the Austin area since 1982!

512.490.6633  *  www.austin-all-maids.com

By Macy Hurwitz
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POOL OFF! 

Lakeway | 512.263.7997 Westlake | 512.328.3939 Northwest Hills | 512.343.6565 Farm & Ranch | 830-857-6012

Follow us on Twitter  |  www.twitter.com/movetoaustin

Oasis | 512.266-9129

12 Treehaven Ln
Heated, Attached Spa

Bubba Breazeale 512-517-4247 

6805 Oasis Pass
Negative Edge / Heated

John Purser 512-789-8707

6408 Cerro Cove
Heated/Attached Spa/Hot Tub

Kathryn Scarborough Bechtol 512-970-1355

3013 Sparkling Brook
Heated, Separate Spa/Hot tub

Charlotte Brigham 512-423-5707

201 Malabar Street
Heated / Separate Spa / Hot tub

Kevin Bench 512-750-0120

6312 Ayers Drive
Lap Pool

Laurel Prats 512-636-7579

17528 Lighthouse
Grotto/Separate Spa/Hot Tub

Linda Dittoe 512-947-6400

3814 Toro Canyon Rd
Heated / Backyard Oasis

Sara Madera 512-750-5536

207 Bella Cima Drive
Negative Edge

Michele Turnquist 512-431-1121

4006 Dunning Ln
Cabana/Heated/Attached Spa/Hot Tub

Desmond Milvenan 512-294-4740

3311 Far View Dr
Negative Edge / Heated / Separate Spa/Hot tub

Lacey Bowen 512- 507-5224

7904 Big View Drive
Sport

Debbie Johnson 512-653-5682 

www.turnquistpartners.com 

800-282-3939
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Discounts up to 40%*

Cut costs while still getting the coverage you need. From Business 
Insurance to Employee Retirement plans, I make it my business to 
protect yours. Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

0907512TX

Small business,
Big savings.

*Discount applies to Fire policy.  State Farm Lloyds, Dallas, TX

Nancy Callahan, Agent
3500 Jefferson, Suite 313
Austin, TX 78731
Bus: 512-451-7573 
Toll Free: 866-451-7573
www.nancyjocallahan.com

1-855-451-7573
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ntrocks.com
Check our web site for other calender events!

Nature’s Treasures

Central Austin, 4103 North IH-35 
512.472.5015 
Open 7 days

“We Rock”
Fountain’s • CD’s • Spheres • Jewelry • Hearts • Obelisks • Globes • Carvings • Oils • Incense • Candles • Beads & Findings • Gifts 

IH
 3

5

Airport Blvd.

45th St.

381/2 St. Wilshire 
Blvd.

of Texas

Our new Rock Depot has extended hours 
Friday & Saturday 10 am - 8 pm

& Sunday 10 am - 6 pm
Come visit all the new arrivals from our trip to INATS

(International New Age Trade Shows).

We’ve relocated our Braker & Kramer location to our new 
Rock Depot at 4103 North IH-35!

deVeloPMent

Council OKs increased staffing, revision of fee structure

City of Austin works to relieve bottleneck  
of building permits, update process

By Mitzie Stelte
The City of Austin is increasing efforts 

to address a backlog in the building 
permit process because of hundreds of 
planned developments as the city contin-
ues its rapid growth.

Tammy Counts, property manager 
at Reit Management & Research, has 
worked in commercial real estate in 
Austin for 13 years. She said the backlog 
is causing grief for her clients. 

Counts said she has seen the permit 
approval process take two months when 
it normally takes about two or three 
weeks. That affects larger clients and ten-
ants who have to make sure their sched-
ule and budget allow for the additional 
wait time and associated costs.

“So that impact becomes greater in a 
sense,” she said. “This has been happen-
ing since the last quarter of last year.”

In an effort to address the backlog, the 
Austin City Council approved June 14 
the hiring of 14 additional staff to help 

with the backlog.
According to Greg Guernsey, Plan-

ning and Development Review executive 
director, of the additional staff, 11 will be 
within the Planning and Development 
Review Department and three will be 
Austin Fire Department inspectors.

The city also approved an increase in 
permit fees for the first time since 1993 
and is in the process of updating the 
overall permit process. 

Don Birkner, Planning and Develop-
ment Review assistant director, said the 
city hired an outside consulting firm two 
years ago to study the city’s permit fee 
system and that the new fees were deter-
mined based on those results.

Guernsey said the main reason fees 
have not been increased in 19 years is 
because of the department’s lack of a fee 
policy. But he said the development of 
such a policy is also part of the current 
study process.

Birkner said the plan is to raise fees 

over a series of years with a cap of any 
maximum fee of 25 percent per year 
until the fee reaches the study’s recom-
mended amount. 

However, Harry Savio, executive vice 
president of the Home Builders Associa-
tion of Greater Austin, said across-the-
board increases for all types of permits 
was not a fair approach. 

He said the increases relate mostly to 
building permits affecting more verti-
cal—or commercial—development than 
land development when commercial is 
generating more money. According to 
Savio, the latest hard figures for data—
fiscal year 2010–11—showed building 
permits made a net of $2 million for  
the city.

Savio further explained that there is 
a disparity in the fee increases as there 
are different people who need to take out 
a building permit as opposed to some-
one who needs to take out a develop-
ment review permit—or both. He said 
he would guess that if the actual cost of 
service is examined more closely, it may 
be found that building permit fees are 
too high compared with land develop-
ment fees. 

Guernsey confirmed most of the 
increases address building fees and 
vertical development. However, he said 

another study is planned for next year, 
which will focus on the cost of service 
relating to horizontal development, such 
as subdivisions, site plans and  
zoning fees.

Savio clarified that the association is 
not against the hiring of staff, especially 
if the fees help pay for the hiring of more 
staff to process permits.

The plan is to review the new fee policy 
every three years, Guernsey said, but the 
first phase of fees could go into effect in 
October. 

Birkner said July 9 that they are in the 
process of advertising and interviewing 
for the approved new staff, but are work-
ing on getting them hired in the next 
couple weeks.

Counts said she was glad that more 
staff will be hired as anything that helps 
speed up the process is a good move, 
especially if Austin wants to continue to 
attract new businesses.

Mayor Lee Leffingwell called the situ-
ation “a significant hardship on a lot of 
people.”

“This whole issue of permitting and 
development review has become a major 
problem, and I’m committed to doing 
everything I can to try and correct the 
discrepancies in the future,” he said.

Source: City of Austin
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In the next four years, the Universal Recycling Ordinance 
will require all Austin properties to recycle.

www.austintexas.gov/commercialrecycling

Multifamily residential properties 
with 75 units or more

Commercial office buildings 
100,000 square feet or larger

OFFICE PAPER PLASTICS #1 & #2 CARDBOARD ALUMINUM GLASS

ATTENTION PROPERTY OWNERS 
AND MANAGERS IN AUSTIN:

New Recycling Requirements Begin Oct. 1, 2012

These properties must provide 
recycling of all 5 materials:

Affected properties include:

75 
units+

100,000 
sq. ft.+

neWs rePort

By Mitzie Stelte
The Austin City Council will vote on 

the Fiscal Year 2012–13 budget in mid-
September and will likely face a decision 
on whether to raise property taxes.

In April, the city projected a $15.1 
million shortfall in FY 2012–13—begin-
ning Oct. 1—if the current tax rate of 
48.11 cents per $100 of property value is 
retained.

To address this shortfall, it was esti-
mated that the property tax rate would 
need to be increased 1.84 cents per $100 
of taxable value for FY 2013 to balance 
the budget, meaning the owner of a 
median valued home of $182,228 would 
pay $33.53 more per year. 

Last year, council approved a 3.6 per-
cent property tax rate raise for FY 2012.

In April, City of Austin Chief Finan-
cial Officer Elaine Hart, who was serving 
as the interim CFO at the time, pro-
vided an update on the city’s economic 

Budget process ramping up
forecast. She said the city’s property 
values have grown in value over the last 
year by 5 percent. An updated forecast 
is planned for August as the final budget 
proposal is prepared.

The city is also considering several 
areas of budget reductions to help 
address the issue.

On Aug. 1, City Council will be pre-
sented with the proposed budget. That 
meeting is one of three remaining budget 
work sessions scheduled. 

There are also two upcoming public 
meetings including a budget and prop-
erty tax rate hearing Aug. 23 and a tax 
rate hearing August 30. 

The public can also weigh in on the 
city’s financial services website— 
www.ci.austin.tx.us/finance—by submit-
ting comments and questions, post-
ing ideas on the public forum section 
“Speakup,” and participating in a budget  
priorities survey.

summAry of PotentiAl budget reductions
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Source: City of Austin
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SALE
HUGE

5525 Burnet Road       512-459-7603       karavelshoes.com

Karavel Shoes (Central Austin)
5525 Burnet Road (just south of Koenig Lane)

Austin, TX  78756     512-459-7603
karavelshoes.com 

Karavel Shoes (South Austin)
Southpark Meadows Shopping Center
9900 S. IH-35, P-150 (near Sam’s Club)

Austin, TX  78748     512-615-9000
NOW OPEN! 

Our HUGE STOREWIDE SALE
for women and men

is ENDING SOON
- almost every brand and occasion

in a wide variety of styles,
sizes and widths.

Find a deal on selected styles
from these great brands

and many more.
New Balance   Finn Comfort   Ecco
Mephisto   Rockport   Beautifeel

Naot   Clarks   Privo   So�t
Gabor   Keen   Munro   Olukai

Indigo   Dansko   Acorn   Simple
Earth   Wolky   FitFlop   Sanita

Born   Josef Seibel   Pas de Rouge
Aravon   Alegria   Waldlaufer

Aetrex   Merrell
some brands may only be carried at our Central Austin store

Health Insurance

512.835.9439

Case Study #1
14 Employee Accounting Firm current rates $11,232 / mo.
Current agent says: Stay where you are, you have the best of the best available, can’t get any better, 
to reduce your cost let’s just raise your deductible.
Austin Brokerage Company says: Always check for better rates and benefits.
Results: Savings of $24,000 a year with lower office visit copays and lower deductibles. 
Case Study #2
Husband and wife own a business
Agents say You need an employee or no group.
Austin Brokerage Company says: We can help get you a group.
Blue Cross Blue Shield, Humana, Scott and White Health Plan, United Healthcare, 
Cigna, we represent all the top companies.  Let us compare your benefit package. 
Service is our top priority. We help with claims, billing and other service issues.

Call for a no-obligation quote tailored to meet your needs or email quote request to: info@austinbrokerage.com  

We also offer individual health plans. An Independent Insurance Agency

Vickie & Pitt Garrett

By Joe Olivieri
In August, Austin ISD will decide 

whether to hold a special election in 
November to raise its tax rate.

AISD’s board of trustees president, 
Mark Williams, said the district expects 
that expenses will outweigh revenue by 
$29.5 million next year, and the board of 
trustees has agreed to dip into reserves to 
make up the difference. 

At the same time, district leaders want 
AISD to remain competitive with neigh-
boring districts after two years of frozen 
salaries, AISD Chief Financial Officer 
Nicole Conley-Abram said. The board 
has approved using reserves to give staff-
ers a 3 percent raise for one year only, a 
$14.2 million expense. 

Officials said that the district would 
need additional revenue to take on ongo-
ing expenses. 

The district would need to raise the 
tax rate to support its existing programs, 
make the raise permanent and follow up 
on stated priorities such as full-day pre-
K, she said. 

“It is a necessity. It’s not a matter of 
if. It’s a matter of when,” Conley-Abram 
said of raising the tax rate. “School 
districts are operating under a disadvan-
tageous structure that is unlike the city 
or the county or other jurisdictions. As 
a result, we have had to be efficient. We 
have made dramatic changes in how we 
do business.” 

“Over the last three years we have 
been cutting and trimming to the extent 
that is possible,” she continued. “We are 
only coming to taxpayers out of require-
ment to sustain some of the efforts put in 
place.”

Following last year’s cut of 1,153 posi-
tions and austerity budgeting, school 
officials do not anticipate the need to cut 
any more jobs or make significant budget 
reductions for this fiscal year. 

Types of tax rates
During the budget process, the district 

publishes two possible tax rates: the 

Source: Austin ISD

     Fast facts on TREs

Definition

tax rates are made up of 
the maintenance (M&o) 
and interest and sinking 
(i&s) tax rates. a tre is 
an election to raise the 

M&o rate above a state-
mandated level.

M&O 
tax rate

$1.079 per $100 
 of property valuation

Highest 
possible M&O 

tax rate

$1.17 per $100 of property 
valuation

Last AISD 
election

2008, successful

Tax ratification election
effective tax rate and the rollback tax 
rate, according to the state comptroller’s 
website. Both are measured in cents per 
$100 of property valuation. 

The comptroller’s office explains that 
the effective tax rate is the rate the dis-
trict would need to tax citizens to bring 
in the same amount of revenue it did 
last year. The rollback tax rate is the rate 
the district would need to tax citizens 
to bring in what the district spent in the 
previous year, plus an extra 4 cents. 

If a district wants to raise the tax rate 
above the rollback rate, it needs to hold a 
tax ratification election, or TRE. If voters 
oppose the raise, the rate stays the same 
as the prior year. 

The TRE is a way for the district to 
get a sustainable source of additional 
revenue, Conley-Abram said. 

The tax rate itself
School districts are facing increased 

pressure from limited sources of revenue 
and increasing costs, Conley-Abram said.

A tax rate is made up of two smaller 
rates: maintenance and operations 
(M&O), and interest and sinking (I&S), 
which covers long-term debt and con-
tractual obligations.

In 2006, the state implemented the 
“target revenue” system, which limits the 
M&O part of the tax rate. This “essen-
tially freezes all districts at their 2005–06 
funding levels,” according to an AISD 
presentation. 

The current M&O rate is capped at 
$1.04 per $100 of property valuation. The 
maximum increase districts can ask for 
is to raise the M&O rate to $1.17 per $100 
of property valuation.

Joe Smith, former Hudson ISD super-
intendent and editor of education website 
www.texasisd.com, said that in the past 
seven years, 366 Texas school districts 
have held TREs. Of the 424 elections 
held—some districts have held more than 
one—304 passed. 

During the 2011 legislative session, 
the state government slashed $4 billion 

from education funding for the 
next two years. AISD lost $35.6 
million in funds in 2011–12 and 
anticipates losing $26.4 million 
in 2012–13. 

To help close a budget short-
fall for the 2012 fiscal year, 
AISD cut 1,153 jobs.

Several school districts are 
suing the state to change how 
funding is provided. 

On the expense side, the dis-
trict has had to absorb six years 
of inflation and rising costs of 
basic needs such as water and 
electricity, Conley-Abram said.

It is unclear what the Legisla-
ture will do with school fund-
ing during the 2013 Legislative 
session. It is possible that fund-
ing may be cut again, she said. 

“We are operating at core levels right 
now. If I had to cut anything, it would be 
things that are really going to hurt,” she 
said.

Making their case
The board’s next step is to decide 

before Aug. 31 whether to hold a TRE 
this fall to add 5 to 9 cents to the tax rate.

The board will also approve the rev-
enue part of its budget at that time. It 
approved the expenditure budget in June.

Several board members support offer-
ing the raise for district employees but 
were unsure about a TRE during the June 
18 board of trustees meeting. 

If a TRE fails
Hutto ISD and Dripping Springs ISD 

held unsuccessful TREs in 2011. 
For Hutto, the main takeaway was that 

voters needed to understand what was at 
stake, Public Information Officer Emily 
Grobe said. 

“We heard back [from residents], ‘We 
didn’t realize what not passing the extra 
6 cents meant,’” she said. “They did not 
realize that if it did not pass, programs 
would go away.”

Hutto ISD has cut its budget to close 
shortfalls, eliminating positions in 
music, library science and art. The 
district also raised its extracurricular/
co-curricular activity fee to $100, among 
its actions.

Another takeaway was to ask voters 
for the maximum amount possible—an 
additional 13 cents on the tax rate—
rather than asking for less twice. Hutto 
plans to ask voters to support a larger 
TRE this year.

Grobe said this time around, there 
has been a lot more parent involvement. 
Voter registration has increased as well.

“We learned that people are busy. 
We’ve gone out to them. We held a meet-
ing in someone’s garage at 7:30 p.m. 
because that was when [some voters] 
were able to meet,” she said.

Dripping Springs ISD officials held no 
formal discussions analyzing what hap-
pened after voters opposed the district’s 
13 cent TRE, Public Information Officer 
Dale Whitaker said. 

The district will need to draw $1.17 
million from its fund balance to fund its 
2012–13 budget. It will also need to cut 
25 positions. 

neWs rePort

Austin ISD considers holding tax election
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Steve Sexton
Circuit of The Americas president

CoFFee WitH iMPaCt

By Joe Lanane

Circuit of The Americas President Steve Sexton said everything is on track for the Nov. 18 Formula One race.
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From horses to horsepower—how did that 
happen?

I’ve spent some 25-plus years in the 
horse racing industry, and if you looked 
across my resume, you’ll see I’ve changed 
probably every five to seven years just 
because I like to take on new challenges. 
... So, I was very intrigued by the [Circuit 
of The Americas] project. It’s definitely a 
challenge, but it’s also fun because you get 
to start from scratch. You’re not inheriting 
anyone else’s team, style, conditions, poli-
cies. You see it from the start, you build 
the whole thing, and you put the right 
people in place to help do that.

What will be the impact, you think, on the 
overall Austin metropolitan area?

Well, the economic impact study that 
was commissioned by the local organizing 
committee is in the $400 million range 
just for the Formula One event itself. ... The 
economic impact should be community-
wide in terms of hotel spending, restaurant 
spending, airport, rental car and aware-
ness. ... That hopefully is going to help 
grow the entire marketplace in terms of 
awareness and positive image—not that 
there isn’t one already. We just think we’re 
going to add to it.

How are things going so far? Are things 
moving along as anticipated?

In 2012, things are moving along very 

Austin is not known as a racing destination—not yet, anyway.
Steve Sexton, president of the new Circuit of The Americas facility, seeks to change 

that when the new racetrack hosts the internationally popular Formula One circuit 
Nov. 18. Construction on the southeastern Travis County racetrack is still under way 
but is expected to be complete in time for the inaugural race.

In the meantime, Sexton and his staff are working to ensure Austin is ready to host 
tens of thousands of new visitors. Fortunately for Sexton, he has experience in crowd 
management, having previously served as president of Churchill Downs, site of the 
Kentucky Derby. The longtime horse racing executive said many parallels can be drawn 
between the Kentucky Derby and the upcoming F1 race in Austin.

fast. We’re extremely busy because there’s 
a lot of details, as you can imagine. In 
2011, we had a couple hurdles we had to 
jump over. So, if you asked in 2011, I’d say 
hectic. Today I wouldn’t say hectic—I’d 
say busy. 

Do you have any advice for the enthusiast 
on buying general admission tickets?

From a general admission perspective, 
the track is designed so we can erect tem-
porary seating based on demand around 
the entire circle. We can put temporary 
seating wherever customers want to buy, 
and that’s what we’re seeing right now—
where people want to buy what, so we’re 
planning and erecting the seating accord-
ingly. Where the seating doesn’t exist, our 
grass berms are sloped down facing the 
track so you can go sit down on Bermuda 
[grass], and you get to enjoy the spectacle.

Talk about what Austin is doing to prepare 
for all the people.

Well, I’ll start out by saying the city and 
county have been great. They’re getting, as 
we move along, an understanding of how 
large this event actually will be. ... We’re 
adding a road before this fall that goes 
north out of the site. Can we use more 
roads in that area? Of course. Any time 
you have a very large-scale event, you 
need as much infrastructure as you can 
use and accommodate, so in the future 

we’re hopeful that it grows to accelerate 
and assist the [access] to the site. 

Talk to us about the ‘average Joe.’ What 
does that experience look like?

That’s a really good point, because I’ve 
heard some people refer to the Formula 
One crowd as the ‘champagne crowd.’ Not 
true. Sure, there’s a level of clientele just 
like there is at the Kentucky Derby … but 
that’s 5 percent or less of the actual crowd 
that attends. The core crowd that goes to a 
Formula One event is well-behaved, there 
for a good time, having beers, having 
drinks, eating food, enjoying the experi-
ence, and that’s what we expect. 

What kind of people are in that 5 percent?
It’s a blend of celebrities who are into or 

want to watch the sport, business own-
ers, people who are extremely avid fans 
who will pay $5,000 for a three-day ticket 
for the weekend—because they want to 
be seen. It’s the first and second row at a 
[Dallas] Mavericks game—it’s that type of 
crowd, some of which are really into the 
sport and some of which just want to be 
seen with that level of crowd. 

If you don’t hit your projections the first 
year, what happens?

The project is built for Formula One to 
be the signature race because that’s what 
has the awareness and that’s what has the 

appeal. It just has the media and public 
recognition, but in reality, the project is a 
lot more than that. It’s four to five major 
motorsports events, the amphitheater with 
year-round usage for product launches, 
driving schools. That said … [ticket] sales 
have been extremely positive. ... I would 
share with you we have a 10-year Formula 
One contract. Other agreements we’re 
talking about are multiple years—some 
that long and some a little bit shorter, so 
we’re in this for the long haul, and it is an 
investment. 

What was the thought behind building the 
amphitheater?

Our ownership at the time looked at 
[the main entrance] and said, ‘Why aren’t 
we using the space right here? We could 
do something with it and create a great 
entrance.’ I don’t know who at the time—I 
wasn’t on the team yet—said, ‘Why don’t 
we create an amphitheater?’ ... We cut an 
amphitheater down below. It literally backs 
up to the track that runs behind it. And we 
think, not only because Austin is ‘The Live 
Music Capital of the World,’ that there’s a 
marketplace for certain sizes of shows and 
an outdoor amphitheater in this market. 
We’ve got a couple partners we’ll soon be 
announcing [who] are going to help pro-
mote that and make that a reality.
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Austin-Bergstrom International Airport

Formula One or

CertifiedPreowned.com           (512) 706-7065

1-Subaru - Model CAB. With approved credit. Dealer contribution may a� ect  � nal negotiated price. 42 mo lease, $0 total due at inception, no sec. dep. required, 42 monthly payments of $229,  � nal pymt / residual = $12,515. Based on 10k mi. / yr with $.15 per mi. excess charge. MSRP $23,177. Stk# Z6846. Expires 7/31/12.  2-Volvo - 36 mo. lease, $4,000 total due at inception (no sec. dep. required). First 4 payments paid by Volvo, 32 monthly payments of $299 
following. Final payment / residual = $19,588.05. MSRP $34,365. Includes $1,000 reb. to dlr. Stock# G6990.  3-Audi - Closed-end leases o� ered to quali� ed customers by Audi Financial Services. A4 with Chrome exhaust tips, Convenience pkg. and Lighting pkg. based on MSRP $35,635. $2,499 down + $695 acquisition fee + $0 security deposit = $3,194 due at inception + TT&L. 1st payment paid by Audi. Purchase option at lease end for $18,887. 42 monthly payments 
of $369. Advertised o� ers require dealer contribution; � nal negotiated price may vary by dealer. Lessee responsible for insurance, maintenance and repairs and may have some � nancial liability at lease end. Lessee responsible for $0.25/mile over 10,000 miles per year and a disposition fee of $375 due at lease end. See dealer for details. Higher MSRP will a� ect lease price. Pictures shown with optional equipment for illustration only. O� ers expire 7-31-12.  4-Porsche 
36-month closed-end leases o� ered to quali� ed customers from Porsche Financial Services with approved credit, $9,000 total due at lease inception, no security deposit required. Advertised o� ers require dealer contribution; � nal negotiated price may vary. Lessee responsible for insurance, maintenance and repairs and may have some � nancial liability at lease end. Lessee responsible for $0.30/mile over 10,000 miles per year. Higher MSRP will a� ect lease price. 
Panamera 4 - Stock# W8081 based on lease sale price $89,995. 36 monthly payments of $1,327, purchase option/residual at lease end $53,926. $350 disposition fee. See dealer for details. O� er expires 7-31-12.

2012 Volvo S60 T5 FWD
$299mo 2

Volvo pays your � rst 4 payments!

2012 Subaru Legacy 2.5i 
CVT Sedan, Alloy Pkg
Absolutely Zero Down

$229mo 19mmommoo 11222$2$$$$22$$$$

2013 Audi A4 2.0T 
Premium FWD Multitronic
Luxury has Progressed.

$369mo3

2012 Porsche
Panamera S Hybrid 
$1,379mo4

pleasant as possible.”

Preparations
ABIA currently has just one interna-

tional direct flight—to Cancún, Mexico—
but a master plan approved by the City 
Council June 28 includes construction of 
an updated permanent customs check-
point within the next five years.

Until then, ABIA’s current customs 
facility is able to process one 747 passen-
ger jet at a time and 120 visitors an hour.

COTA President Steve Sexton said 
F1 not only draws many international 
attendees but also tends to draw a higher-
end crowd with different aviation needs, 
including helicopter landing sites and 
space for private jets and large cargo.

“It’s like a rock concert,” he said.
Halbrook said he did not know how 

many helicopters will be operating during 
the race, but aviation officials are look-
ing at potential landing and parking sites 
throughout Austin. 

According to ABIA staff, when plans 
were originally made, airport officials 

assumed the majority of guests would fly 
commercial and clear customs in Dallas or 
Houston, as is usually the case.

However, Smith said the airport had 
received several inquiries regarding 
charter flights, though charters are only 
required to provide airports with 30 days 
notification. 

“So we’re not going to know until a 
month before the race how many charters 
will be showing up,” Smith said. “We do 
know based on the experience of India-
napolis—who hosted Formula One  in the 
past [2000–07]—they ended up with six 
to 11 charters depending on which year it 
was.”

In order to accommodate passengers 
arriving by private and charter flights and 
large, international diversions from Houston 
or Dallas, ABIA suggested the construction 
of a nearly $5.5 million temporary customs 
facility to be paid for with airport revenue.

Council concerns
Mayor Lee Leffingwell asked about the 

benefits of passengers clearing customs in 

Austin and not other domestic cities, as is 
usually done.

“Ultimately, we are not providing the 
best customer service to our passengers 
in Austin,” ABIA Chief Operations Officer 
Patti Edwards said. “We’re asking them to 
go to another city, offload, go through a 
reloading process and add time to their 
trip. Generally, it’s a 12-hour trip from 
overseas, and you’re adding another four 
hours.”

Edwards estimated the average charter 
flight for the F1 race would generate about 
$9,000 in landing fees and fuel purchases.

However, City Council unanimously 
rejected the temporary facility due to 
concerns of necessity and long-term eco-
nomic benefit, especially with plans in the 
approved master plan to build a perma-
nent one within the next five years.

 “It would take 606 charters to pay for 
this building, and I don’t think we’re going 
to get 606 charters in the next two or three 
years,” Councilman Bill Spelman said.

Halbrook said alternative options would 
be explored and that the airport still 

planned to accept charter flights.

Departure warnings
While the temporary facility addressed 

arrival concerns, Halbrook again stressed 
the concern about long wait times at secu-
rity checkpoints for those departing.

In November 2011, ABIA began using 
the new advanced imaging technology 
security scanners, which Halbrook said 
has improved efficiency by 20 percent. 

The Transportation Security Adminis-
tration will have extra security staff for F1, 
but Smith recommended local residents 
avoid the airport Nov. 19, if possible.

“The most important message I can give 
everybody is don’t come to the airport the 
Monday after Formula One,” he said. “It’s 
going to be a mess. There are going to be 
very long lines.” 

Joseph Olivieri contributed to this article

   MONTREAL

• Hosted the Canadian Grand  
Prix, 2010
• 119,000 in attendance
• 13.7 million annual airport 
passengers (yul, 2011)

Louisville, KY.

• Hosted the 2012 Kentucky Derby
• 165,307 in attendance
• 3.4 million annual airport 
passengers (sdf, 2010)Austin

• Hosting the Circuit of the 
America’s F1 event in November
• 120,000 expected attendance
• 9.1 million annual airport 
passengers (AUS, 2011)

arlington, Texas

• Hosted the 2010 Super Bowl
• 103,219 in attendance
• 56.9 million annual airport 
passengers (dfw, 2010)

Indianapolis

• Hosted the United States Grand 
Prix, 2000–07
• 200,000 inaugural attendance
• 7.5 million annual airport  
 passengers (ind, 2010)

Austin-Bergstrom 
International Airport’s 
capacity by the numbers

2011 Austin-Bergstrom Int’l 
Airport Passenger TOTALS

Passenger 

Traffic
AbiA passenger 
traffic has 
increased for 
28 consectuive 
months (as of June 
2012)

last year, february was the least-travelled month 
at AbiA, and July was the busiest. march saw a 
peak in passenger totals because of sxsw.
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On March 19, there was a maximum wait 
time of 50–53 minutes around 5:30 a.m. 
due in part by SXSW departures.

Sources: Austin-Bergstrom International Airport, Airports Council International

Wait for it
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Affordable housing

Don’t be 
afraid of  
commitment
Austin Water can help you meet your water 
conservation goals. Use our handy, online water use 
calculator to determine how much water you use and 
where you can save. If everyone in our area reduced 
their water use by 10%, we’d save over 13 million 
gallons of water per day! It’s easy with the 3Cs: 
commit, calculate and conserve. 

Learn more about how you can certify 
your commitment to water conservation at 
WaterWiseAustin.org

WaterWiseAustin.org

private and [the] nonprofit sector to still 
account for security and safety, but to use 
background check tools that don’t screen 
out everyone just because they had a prior 
conviction,” said Ann Howard, executive 
director of End Community Homelessness 
Coalition.

The City of Austin’s planning and policy 
manager for the Neighborhood Housing 
and Community Development Office, Kelly 
Nichols, said Austin has historically located 
much of the affordable housing east of I-35.

“In the past 10 years, what we as a com-
munity have started to talk about is do we 
want to continue to concentrate poverty 
and to put all the affordable housing where 
we have always had it,” Nichols said. “Aren’t 
there reasons why we would want to have 
affordable housing in areas that are higher-
income, that have more access to better 
schooling and other opportunities?”

PSH location strategy
Austin Neighborhood Council Presi-

dent Steve Aleman is part of the committee 
recently formed by the city to make recom-
mendations on a siting plan. He said there 
has been concern among some members 
about safety and property values should 
affordable housing be located in their neigh-
borhoods.

“Newly constructed, affordable housing 
that is well-maintained does not negatively 

A PSH resident’s story

dalton duffie does not recall exactly what 
year it was when he ended up on the streets. 
He had spent decades abusing alcohol 
and drugs: marijuana, pills, cocaine and, 
eventually, crack.

duffie spent years drifting from crack 
house to crack house, eventually making his 
home on the streets after a crack house he 
had been living in burned down. He checked 
himself into rehab at the salvation army and 
stayed for two years and three months. He 
needed a place to stay once he left rehab, 
so with the help of a caseworker, he made 
his home in a Foundation Communities 
permanent supportive housing unit. 

“that’s why what Foundation Communities 
does is so awesome,” duffie said. “it’s 
priceless because once you get straight, or 
once you try and straighten out your life, if 
you have nowhere to go to live, then most of 
them wind up back on the street.” 

duffie has a steady job working for 
salvation army and has been sober for five 
years and four months.
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affect home values unless you’re adding it to 
an area that already has a high concentration 
of poverty,” said Elizabeth Mueller, a profes-
sor of community and regional planning at 
The University of Texas.

Poorly maintained structures can nega-
tively affect property values, regardless of 
whether it is affordable housing. A lack of 
affordable housing can be a detriment a 
neighborhood as well, Mueller said.

“For the past 50–60 years, we’ve tended to 
put residential in one area and commercial 
in another area to the extent that we often 
make it very difficult for people who work at 
the retail establishments to live near where 
they work,” Mueller said.

The committee is expected to present rec-
ommendations on a framework to decide 
the location of future affordable housing to 
the Community Development Commission. 

Economic benefits of PSH
According to a Denver study conducted 

by the Colorado Coalition for the Homeless 
in 2006, average costs for detox, incarcera-
tion, emergency room visits, and inpatient 
and outpatient medical care decreased dra-
matically after subjects entered permanent 
supportive housing. 

For example, the average cost of incar-
ceration pre-entry was $1,798 per year, 
compared with $427 post-entry. Emergency 
room visit costs went down from $5,256 to 
$3,452 and from $10,373 to $1,641 for detox. 

“For many public institutions—not 
just the city, although the city is certainly 

one—when you’re looking at chronic users 
of public systems like hospitals and jails 
and EMS, PSH can really offer a more cost- 
effective, not to mention more human, solu-
tion to those issues,” Nichols said.

How to measure success
Since the city-initiated PSH program is so 

new, there are not a clear set of criteria laid 
out to determine the efficacy of implementa-
tion. City Health and Human Services plan-
ner Dawn Perkins said there are two interns 
from UT’s LBJ School of Public Policy work-
ing on an evaluation tool. 

“Because the strategy was implemented 
in 2010, we have a little while to go to make 
sure we have enough data,” Perkins said. “So 
all of those things are being pulled together 
now. ”

She said to evaluate the program to any 
degree of accuracy, it would be necessary 
to have data from two full years after imple-
mentation. City staff is waiting for the results 
of the budget process to determine how the 
evaluation will be conducted.

Walter Moreau, executive director of 
the homeless housing assistance nonprofit  
agency Foundation Communities, said 
data is important, but individual stories of 
residents are the most powerful indicators 
of success.

“We can share all that data, and some-
times the funders do want to get into the 
weeds of the technical side of the projects, 
but what we really have tried to do well is 
tell the story of our residents,” Moreau said.
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Parks

1  Red Bud Isle, 3401 redbud trail, 
is a leash-free dog park that also 
accommodates fishers, canoers and 
kayakers with a fishing pier and boat 
ramp. the park features a half-mile-long 
trail and several spots for dogs to swim. 
www.austinparks.org

2  Deep Eddy Pool, located at 401 deep 
eddy ave., is the oldest swimming pool in 
texas. deep eddy is a historic landmark 
owned and operated by the City of austin. 
472-8546, www.austinparks.org,  
www.deepeddy.org

3  Lady Bird Lake Hike and Bike Trail 
runs alongside lady Bird lake from the 
MoPac bridge to the Pleasant Valley 
bridge in east austin. runners, walkers 
and cyclists may use several other 
bridges, including south First street and 
Congress avenue bridges, to make the 
route anywhere from 3.1 to 10.15 miles.  
www.thetrailfoundation.org 

4  The Austin Nature and Science 
Center is located at 310 nature Center 
drive in Zilker Park. the center features 
wildlife exhibits, a dinosaur pit, a naturalist 
workshop and trade counter, the Beverly 
s. sheffield education Center and 
nature’s Way Preschool. there are many 
opportunities for volunteers. 974-3888, 
www.austintexas.gov/department/austin-
nature-science-center

5   Hartman Prehistoric Garden, 
2220 Barton springs road, is devoted 
to ancient plants. the garden features 
palms, cycads, ferns and other plants with 
lineages contemporary with dinosaurs. 
www.hartmanprehistoricgarden.com

6  Butler Park, 1000 Barton springs 

road, was established in 2007 by the City 
of austin. it is irrigated with nonpotable 
water from lady Bird lake, and the liz 
Carpenter Fountain is a popular attraction 
for children and others looking to cool 
down. www.austinparks.org

7  the lady Bird lake trail runs through 
Auditorium Shores, 920 W. riverside 
drive, which features an off-leash area for 
dogs and is the site for outdoor concerts 
and festivals. the park is the home of 
a statue of blues music legend stevie 
ray Vaughn, who lived much of his life in 
austin. 974-6797, www.austinparks.org

8  Buford Tower, 200 W. Cesar Chavez 
st., was used as a training facility for 
austin firefighters from 1931–74. the tower 
is named after Capt. James l. Buford, 
an austin firefighter who died in the line 
of duty in 1972. it is an official historical 
marker. 

Future Development

9  in order to close a gap in the lady 
Bird lake Hike and Bike trail, the City of 
austin and the trail Foundation plan to 
build the Lady Bird Lake boardwalk. the 
$21 million project will be funded with city 
bond money and $3 million in donations 
from the trail Foundation. the boardwalk 
will stretch 7,000 feet on the southern 
bank of the lake, where trail users have 
had to use riverside drive and i-35 to 
connect back to the trail. Construction 
is expected to begin in august, and the 
projected completion date is February 
2014. 

10  Construction began July 9 on the 
Waller Creek Tunnel Outlet, which is 
part of a coordinated effort between 
several parties to revitalize the Waller 
Creek area in downtown austin and 

reclaim it from the floodplain. the tunnel 
will convey flood water into lady Bird 
lake. 

Recreation

11  Austin Rowing Club, 74 trinity st., 
is a nonprofit organization that promotes 
rowing in austin. the club operates out 
of the Waller Creek Boathouse and offers 
classes for adults and youth. 472-0726, 
www.austinrowing.org,  
twitter: @austinrowing

12  Rowing Dock, 2418 stratford drive, 
rents canoes and kayaks, and offers 
rowing lessons as well. Paddleboards and 
stand-up paddle lessons are available at 
the facility via austin Paddle sports.  
459-0999, www.rowingdock.com,  
twitter: @rowingdock; 595-1410,  
www.austinpaddlesports.com

13  Texas Rowing Center, 1541 W. Cesar 
Chavez st., offers lessons in sculling and 
sweep rowing, and rents kayaks, canoes 
and stand up paddleboards.  
467-7799, www.texasrowingcenter.com

14  Capital Cruises has put on events 
for its clients on the Highland lakes since 
1991. located at the Hyatt Regency 
Hotel, 208 Barton springs road, the 
company offers lunch and dinner cruises, 
wedding events, bat-watching excursions, 
and other boat services. 480-9284,  
www.capitalcruises.com,  
twitter: @capitalcruises

15  Live Love Paddle, 1602 e. riverside 
drive, rents kayaks and specializes in 
tours showcasing the Congress avenue 
Bridge urban bat colony’s nightly sojourn 
from the bridge. 804-2122,  
www.livelovepaddle.com

Restroom
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16  SUP Lady Bird Lake has both a 
stand-up paddle board store, located 
inside the runtex training Center at 2201 
lake austin Blvd., and a rental dock at 
texas rowing Center, store: 517-5417, 
rental dock: 467-7799, www.supatx.com

17  Austin Water Bikes rents out water 
bikes—floating bicycles that allow the user 
to traverse the lake without getting wet—
and also offers tours on lady Bird lake. 
200-6555 www.austinwaterbikes.com, 
twitter: @austinwaterbike

18  the world’s largest urban bat colony 
resides underneath the Congress avenue 
Bridge. about 1.5 million Mexican free-tail 
bats live in crevices beneath the bridge 
and emerge together at sunset to eat 
mosquitoes and other insects. the best 
months to see the emergence are July 
and august. 327-9721, www.batcon.org

Business

19 a, b RunTex has two locations next 
to the lady Bird lake Hike and Bike 
trail. runtex riverside, 422 W. riverside 
drive, features training space located in 
the store’s parking lot. developers have 
submitted a zoning request to redevelop 
the lot into a mixed-use development 
with residential and retail uses. the 
second runtex location off the trail is 
runtex @ lake austin, 2201 lake austin 
Blvd., which is a smaller store aimed at 
immediate training needs of runners at the 
MoPac bridge trailhead. riverside:  
472-3254; lake austin: 477-9464,  
www.runtex.com

20 The Austin American-Statesman, 
305 s. Congress ave., is a daily 
newspaper owned by atlanta-based Cox 
enterprises, inc. and had an average 
sunday circulation of 153,817 for the six 

months ending March 31, according to the 
audit Bureau of Circulations Consolidated 
Media report. 445-4040, www.statesman.
com

Arts and Entertainment

21  ZACH Theatre, 1510 toomey road, 
was founded in 1933, and is the oldest 
continuously operating theater in texas. 
the topfer theatre is scheduled to have 
its world premiere at the beginning of the 
season after being paid for in part with 
$10 million in bond funds from the City of 
austin. 476-0541, www.zachtheatre.org, 
twitter: @zachtheatre

22 The Long Center for the Performing 
Arts, 701 W. riverside drive, is a 
redevelopment of the lester e. Palmer 
auditorium. the long Center reopened 
in March 2008 and is home to a variety of 
performance events. 474-5664,  
www.thelongcenter.org

Residential

23 a, b  Brackenridge Apartments, 
3501 lake austin Blvd., and Colorado 
Apartments, 2501 lake austin Blvd., 
are home to university of texas families, 
graduate students and undergraduate 
students with at least 30 credit hours are 
eligible for university apartments.  
www.utexas.edu/student/housing/

Dining

24 locally owned juice and smoothie 
shop JuiceLand, 2307 lake austin Blvd., 
has a location near deep eddy Pool and 
the water station for the hike and bike trail. 
628-0782, www.juicelandaustin.com

25 austin-based Mangia Chicago 
Stuffed Pizza, 2401 lake austin Blvd., 

serves deep-dish and thin-crust pizzas, 
with gluten-free crust available. in addition 
to pizza, the restaurant also serves 
sandwiches, wraps, salads and soups. 
478-6600, www.mangiaaustin.com

26 neighborhood beer bar Deep Eddy 
Cabaret, 2315 lake austin Blvd., sells 
beer in icy mugs as well as a selection of 
bottled beer. the bar has pool tables, a 
jukebox with a mix of country-western, 
soul and rock music, and a patio.  
472-0961, www.deepeddycabaret.com

Education

27 the Brackenridge Field Laboratory, 
2907 lake austin Blvd., is an off-campus 
university of texas biological research 
site used for the university’s College of 
natural sciences. the 82-acre facility is 
home to 1,200 species of butterflies and 
moths, 180 species of birds, 370 species 
of plants, 200 species of native bees, and 
the entomology collection houses 500,000 
specimens. 471-2114, http://bfl.utexas.edu

28 Austin High School, 1715 W. Cesar 
Chavez st., was originally dedicated on 
sept. 14, 1881, though it is no longer in 
its original building. the school’s slogans 
include “everybody is somebody at 
austin High” and “loyal Forever.”  
414-2505

Lodging

29 Hostelling International Austin, 
2200 s. lakeshore Blvd., is a nonprofit 
organization. its mission is “to help all, 
especially the young, gain a greater 
understanding of the world and its people 
through hostelling.” 444-2294,  
www.hiaustin.org, twitter: @hiaustin
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This is a sample of businesses and organizations in the 
area. The list is not comprehensive
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Austin Shoe Hospital has 10 Austin 
locations focused on repairing and 
improving the longevity of leather 

items such as shoes, purses and belts. 
Co-owner Carroll Kelly opened the 

Tarrytown location in the 1980s, as well 
as nine other Austin Shoe Hospital loca-
tions. He is one of three Kelly brothers who 
together run 25 Shoe Hospitals throughout 
the state. The shoe repair company is more 
than 100 years old, but the Kelly family has 
been in the business since 1983. 

“I have a brother in Houston and a 
brother in Dallas, so there’s a brother in 
each city that runs the market,” Kelly said. 
“So we all run the company together.” 

Kelly, a University of Texas alumnus, 
graduated and moved to Houston in 1984 
to learn the shoe repair business at Houston 
Shoe Hospital, which his family co-owned. 
After two years, Kelly returned to Austin to 
open shoe repair stores throughout the city. 
The first Austin Shoe Hospital opened on 
Burnet Road, Kelly said, and the Tarrytown 
location was the fourth Shoe Hospital to 
open in Austin.

The Austin Shoe Hospital repairs shoes, 
purses, belts, boots and luggage, and sells 
over-the-counter products such as shoe 
polish, shoe trees, shoe laces, cleaners, 
water proofers and shoe insoles for shoes. 
While small repairs can be completed at 
each shoe hospital location, many items are 
taken to a central location to be worked on.

“Shoe repair is a dirty business. You don’t 
want to be fixing shoes in a store where it 
gets all messy with dye everywhere,” Kelly 
said. “Shoe repair is an art; it’s a craft. It’s 
not like making a sandwich or cleaning 
clothes. If you bring in a shoe that’s all torn 
up, we have to hand-craft the shoe back the 
way it was. There’s not very many [skilled 
repairmen] around.”

Austin Shoe Hospital has been one of the 

Co-owner Carroll Kelly, left, and factory manager Raul Reyes. Reyes has held his job for 20 years.  

few businesses to remain in the Tarrytown 
Shopping Center, an area that is known for 
its high turnover rate, since it opened shop. 
Kelly said they’ve flourished in the Tarry-
town location because it is an affluent area, 
which allows them to receive a healthy flow 
of business. 

“Only people with really nice shoes get 
them fixed, and most everybody in that 
area—it’s a lot of politicians, a lot of doc-
tors—they have nice shoes and nice items, 
so the main reason we’ve survived is we 
have a really good clientele and we’re in a 
really good area for what we do,” Kelly said. 

The Tarrytown Shopping Center is 
owned by Jeanne Daniels, an animal-rights 
activist who has strived to make the cen-
ter animal-friendly by enforcing a rule that 
prohibits tenants from selling meat or ani-
mals products.

Because of the prohibition, many find 
it surprising that Daniels has not forced 
Austin Shoe Hospital out of the Tarrytown 
location. In fact, the business typically has 
three or four customers who come in and 
ask that question daily, said Tarrytown 
location manager Jason Williams. 

Kelly said the landlady has treated them 
well. Once she took over the center, Kelly 
talked to her agency about their business 
concept, which is rather simple: They’re a 
company that recycles leather. While the 
shoe repair store does have to use leather 
to repair shoes, fewer animals are killed to 
repair shoes than it takes to make shoes, he 
said.

“Basically, we save animals. If we didn’t 
repair purses, shoes, belts, boots and lug-
gage, more animals would have to die as a 
result of that. So she [Daniels] loves that 
concept,” Kelly said. “We recycle. If you 
threw those shoes away you would have 
to probably kill several animals to make 
another shoe. And she’s all about that. 
That’s why we’re still there.” 

Austin Shoe Hospital 
3106 Windsor Road
477-6515
austinshoehospital.com

By Caitlin Perrone

Austin Shoe 
Hospital
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You�Still�Have�a�Choice�at�Checkout.

In March 2013, businesses will be 
required to provide customers 
with a choice at checkout:

      Plastic bags (at least 4 millimeters thick)   
      with handles
      Paper bags with handles
      Reusable bags available at the store

Or, you can bring your own bag!

Rethink�waste.�
Reuse�a�bag.�
Reduce�litter.

Get the facts at www.austintexas.gov/bags
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Our Doctors

(located in the Professional Office Building on the 
University Medical Center Brackenridge campus)

Care for the whole family
 
Blackstock Family Health Center brings together a team of physicians 
who offer expert, quality care in a downtown setting.
 
Services include:
•	 Primary care and well care for adults, children and infants
•	 Obstetric and gynecologic care
•	 Management of chronic care health conditions such as diabetes, high blood pressure 
 and asthma
•	 Collaboration with specialists in treatment of complex conditions such as cancer and 

advanced heart and lung disease
•	 Minor	surgical	procedures
 
If you’re looking for high quality medical care in downtown Austin, 
choose Blackstock Family Health Center.

SetonFamilyofDoctors.com

1313 Red River, Suite 100
Austin, TX 78701

Adam Barta, MD
Cindy Ripsin, MD
Dana Sprute, MD
David Wright, MD
Kelly Alberda, MD

Lisa Clemons, MD
Margaret Kini, MD
Terrell Benold, MD
Swati Avashia, MD
 

Accepting new patients. 
To make an appointment, 

please call

(512) 324-8600
 

 @BlackstockDoc

WE ARE AUSTIN’S GREEN DENTAL PRACTICE.

IT’S TIME TO 

SMILE, 
AUSTIN.

$500 OFF Implant 
Placement*

*Regular price $1,795. Exam required. Not all placements will qualify. 
Expires August 31, 2012.

Thomas C. Gent, DDS, FICOI

• Eco-friendly Dentistry

• Mercury-free Dentistry  

• Preventative Care

• Implant Dentistry

• Cosmetic Dentistry

• Invisalign®

www.soladentalaustin.com
300 South Lamar, Suite N

Austin, TX 78704
512-614-6800

With this ad

For tickets or 
info go to 

heatwaveshow.com 
or 

512-252-0283
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WWW.MAUDIES.COM

OUR BIRDS ARE FED NON-GMO, USDA CERTIFIED ORGANIC FEED AND NO  
HERBICIDES, PESTICIDES, HORMONES OR ANTIBIOTICS ARE USED EVER.

austincc.edu 

Classes start August 27. APPLY NOW.

Austin Community College
Community Impact
4.9167x2.94, 1/8 color
Runs June 2012

THERE.
GET

START
HERE.

dininG

Tarka Indian Kitchen
Restaurant offers curries and kabobs for busy diners

T he owners of local eatery The Clay 
Pit wanted to open a different type of 
Indian restaurant in Austin.

They did not want a second large-scale, 
full-service restaurant and bar—the long 
hours and responsibilities would be too 
much for new parents Project Manager 
Tinku Saini and Front of House Opera-
tions Rajina Pradhan. 

At the same time, they did not want 
to create “dumbed-down, assembly line” 
Indian food either, Saini said.

The owners split the difference and 
opened Tarka Indian Kitchen, which 
strives to deliver flavorful contemporary 
Indian cuisine to cost-conscious diners.  

“We saw the trends in the industry going 
toward fast-casual [dining], and the economy 
dictates that,” he said. “When the economy 
goes down, people start trading down. 

“That’s kind of what this restaurant 
offers—fresh-to-order meals with quality 
ingredients, but you’re not having to pay 
for the overhead, servers and huge build-
ing,” he continued.

The formula has proven popular since 
Tarka opened up its first restaurant in 
Sunset Valley in September 2009. 

“We found that location, and we really 
liked it. We live on the south end of town, 
and it was completely underserved in 
terms of Indian food,” he said. 

The restaurant found a following in 
Sunset Valley and the Greater South Aus-
tin area. From there, Tarka opened a sec-
ond location in Round Rock in November 
2010 and a third location in North Austin 
in May 2012. 

“The reception has been amazing,” Saini 
said of the new Anderson Lane location. 
“One thing we don’t necessarily like to 
hear is, ‘We don’t have to go to Sunset Val-
ley or Round Rock anymore.”

The Anderson Lane location does not 
seem to be taking business from the two 
older locations, Saini added. 

Saini said Tarka’s employees want to 
make Indian food accessible. 

The menu is a mix of traditional recipes 
and contemporary creations such as “naa-
nini,” a panini on Indian naan bread. The 
menu is divided into three main catego-
ries: curries, kabobs and biryanis, a kind of 
stir-fry. All menu items cost less than $10 
and many cost less than $8. 

“The way the menu is laid out, we do 
some of the work for you. You pick your 
sauce. You pick your protein. We want to 
make it more approachable,” he said.

Saini said a common misconception is 
that all Indian food is spicy. 

Some dishes will be spicier than others 
by nature, and diners can find the same 
complex flavors they enjoy at The Clay 
Pit, he said. Tarka offers to prepare many 
dishes as mild, medium or hot. 

Tarka also trains its employees and 
managers to help recommend dishes to 
inquisitive customers. 

“They can help match your palate—are 
you looking for something savory, or rich 
and creamy? Can you do lamb, or would 
you like chicken? We have gluten-free 
options, too,” he said.

Among Tarka’s most popular items—
and a common entry point into Indian 
food—is chicken tikka masala. 

Diners who are more familiar with 
Indian food can take advantage of pairing 
Tarka’s meals with wine and beer. 

“Kingfisher [beer], which is this hoppy 
pale ale, goes well. The drier white wines 
work as a palate cleanser,” he said.

Customers can also explore the dessert 
and beverage menus. Lassis, an Indian 
yogurt and fruit drink, is available in 
mango, pineapple, mixed berry and guava. 

Tarka caters to its discerning clientele 
in the same way it does for first-timers—
making sure every dish is top-notch, 
Saini said. 

By Joe Olivieri

 Tarka’s lamb “naanini” can be paired with a 
beer or appetizers.

  Chicken tikka masala—chicken in a creamy 
tomato sauce—is a common dish in Indian cuisine. 

Front of House Operations Rajina Pradhan, right, is the general manager of the Sunset Valley location of 
Tarka Indian Kitchen. Executive Chef Navdeep Singh helps craft Tarka’s unique cuisine. 

Meal options 

•	Curries: tikka masala, korma, saag (spin-
ach), coconut curry, vindaloo (onion and 
tomato) and mirch masala

•	Biryanis: Basmati rice stir-fry with ginger, 
garlic, onion and vegetables 

•	Kabobs: Chicken, sheesh (lamb and 
chicken) and vegetable

•	“naaninis”: Meats served sandwich-style 
in between naan bread

•	soups: Mulligatawny (vegetables and 
lentils), madras (tomato-coconut)

•	Vegetarian, vegan and gluten-free choices
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1Tarka Indian Kitchen
2525 W. Anderson Lane, Ste. 300
323-0955, www.tarkaindiankitchen.com
Twitter: @tarkarestaurant
11 a.m.–9 p.m. Sun.–Thu.,  
11 a.m.–10 p.m Fri. and Sat.
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Schedule now at ausrad.com or 512.453.6100

Our job is excellence in diagnostic imaging. 
At Austin Radiological Association, every technologist and physician meets 
the highest standards in radiology thanks to our Quality Assurance pro-
grams. Our radiologists participate in rigorous peer review program and our 
experts review each technologist’s image quality monthly. To guarantee 
that ARA will be here when you need us, our physicians are available 24/7. 
When you need radiological diagnostics like MRI, CT or breast imaging, 
you will find outstanding medical professionals you can trust at ARA.

Excellence in Leadership Gala
Friday, August 17, 2012 • 6:30 p.m. 
Austin, TX  | Four Seasons Hotel | Black Tie  

Honoring 

Reid Ryan
Round Rock Express 
Founder and CEO

For additional information on the Gala, 
to purchase tickets or learn about sponsorship opportunities 

please call Heidi Doering at 512.313.4110 
or visit www.concordia.edu/EIL

Is it time for a new ride?  
The UFCU Loan Crusher can  
save you! 
•  Rates as low as 2.15% APR*  

for both new and used auto loans

•  Up to 100% loan financing  
and flexible terms

• UFCU Locate-to-Order Automotive - our no  
hassle, no haggle vehicle locating service

• Auto insurance savings - ask us for a free quote!

To save on your next vehicle purchase or to be rescued from a high 
rate auto loan with another lender, apply at wheels101.com or 
call (512) 498-CARS.

UFCU 
To The 
Rescue!

Like us. Tag us.  
And you could win!**

*	 APR	=	Annual	Percentage	Rate.	Rate	is	NOT	available	on	loans	already	financed	with	UFCU,	is	based	on	55	to	75	month	
term	and	includes	up	to	a	1.50%	rate	discount	for	Membership	Rewards.	Your	rate	may	be	higher	or	lower	based	on	your	
credit,	the	term	of	your	loan	and	Membership	Rewards.	Visit	ufcu.org	for	complete	Membership	Rewards	criteria.

**	Please	see	the	official	sweepstakes	rules	for	more	details	at	ufcu.org.
 
Federally insured by NCUA

Comm Impact_10x6.04_7-10-12.indd   1 7/11/12   9:47 AM
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thecomfortstoreonline.com

3800 N. LAMAR

323-6181

TAKE THE HOME COMPOSTING 
REBATE CHALLENGE! 

1 2 3

1

2

3

Downsize to a 32-gallon or 21-gallon trash cart

Take a free home composting class online at 
austintexas.gov/composting

Purchase a home composting system

Save 75% on a Composting System*

Funding is limited. Apply now for your rebate 
at austintexas.gov/composting.

*Must be an Austin Resource Recovery residential collection 
customer. Rebates are for 75 percent of the total cost of the 
composting system (taxes excluded), up to $75 in value. 
Funding is limited, apply today. A CITY OF AUSTIN SERVICE

Texas Pie Kitchen
Austin-based kitchen cooks up opportunities

W hile working at Waterloo 
Records, Jen Biddle was a big 
Lyle Lovett fan, so when she 

found out he was coming to her store, she 
wanted to do something special for him.

“I thought I would make him a pie,” 
Biddle said. “I just thought he would like 
one. Every female in my family is a good 
baker, so I got my mom’s pecan pie recipe 
and made one for him.”

Willie Nelson visited next, and the pies’ 
popularity spread with Biddle making 
them for her co-workers before starting a 
small pie-baking business, Biddle said.

Biddle also worked as a social worker, 
selling pies on the side. It didn’t take 
her long to marry the two professions. 
Being a social worker, Biddle had always 
wanted to start a nonprofit, and in 2006, 
Biddle started the process of turning her 
small pie-baking business into a 501 (c)(3) 
nonprofit, Texas Pie Kitchen, to provide 
job training for those with employment 
barriers. The pies are available for purchase 
at the Whole Foods Market in Bee Cave, 
with all of the profits reinvested in Texas 
Pie Kitchen.

“I call it a random gift,” Biddle said. “The 

nonProFit

By Kyle Webb

Renee Colunga (left), a volunteer at Texas Pie Kitchen, prepares pie crusts with Andrew Osgood ,a student.
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Texas Pie Kitchen 
500 E. Seventh St., 
Austin
814-7743 
www.texaspiekitchen.org
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organization really isn’t about pies; it’s an 
avenue to create jobs for people. I was given 
a gift to be able to create the nonprofit and 
make it work. I’ve always believed in find-
ing a creative way to create jobs for people 
and help them become self-sufficient.”

The class, which meets three days a week 
for four months, averages five students per 
session. During this time, students learn 
general baking and cooking skills from 
volunteer instructors, some of whom are 
graduates of the program. The students 
also receive financial and job readiness 
training on top of their kitchen skills.

“We try to do a lot of self-sufficiency 
workshops,” Biddle said. “It’s not just, ‘We 
taught you how to bake, now go get a job.’”

Texas Pie Kitchen also helps with job 
placement for those who pass the course, 
boasting an 88 percent job placement rate 
thus far, according to Biddle. 

Lerrick Martin was one of the first stu-
dents and has stayed with the program as a 
baking manager and job trainer.

Martin also works part time as a kitchen 
assistant for Front Steps, an organization 
that helps the Austin Resource Center for 
the Homeless, which donates the kitchen 

for the Texas Pie Kitchen.
“It’s been an interesting experience,” 

Martin said. “The different people coming 
through and experiencing the same type of 
enjoyment that I had towards the pro-
gram—you get to see people’s passion for  
[baking].”

One of these students was Chad Scott. 
Scott has always had a passion for cook-
ing, but could not find the right fit, he said. 
After going through the program at Texas 
Pie Kitchen, Scott landed a job as cook at 
The Alamo Drafthouse on South Lamar 
Boulevard.

“[Texas Pie Kitchen] gave me a really 

good, solid education,” Scott said. “They 
provided me with a lot of tools, a lot of 
skills, especially teamwork.”

Biddle loves seeing graduates get jobs in 
the food industry, she said.

“I was floored by how quickly it happens. 
They do all that hard work, and it pays off 
so quickly,” Biddle said.



28 | FEATURES | Community Impact Newspaper • Central Austin Edition

real estate

Tarrytown
Austin – 78703

tarrytown is located west of MoPac and is 
bounded by lake austin Boulevard on its 
southern and western sides, and 35th street on 
the northern end. the location gives residents 
access to downtown, lake austin, austin-
Bergstrom international airport and many 
austin hot spots. Because of this, homes in the 
area have maintained their value.  

tarrytown is a quiet neighborhood with a 
variety of homes ranging in style from 1920s 
bungalows to stately homes priced at more 
than $2 million. Many of these estates have 
large lots and some sit on lake austin.

nearby Casis elementary school was given 
an exemplary rating by the texas education 
agency. there is a private middle school, the 
Girls school of austin, for girls through the 
eighth grade.

the neighborhood is home to two lakefront 

1510 Forest Trail $449,000
3 Bedroom / 1 Bath 1,132 sq. ft.

2403 Tower Drive $699,000
4 Bedroom / 3 Bath 2,391 sq. ft.

1908 Robinhood Trail $1,650,000
4 Bedroom / 5.5 Bath 4,901 sq. ft.

2615 Maria Anna Road $874,950
3 Bedroom / 3.5 Bath 3,424 sq. ft.

Data compiled by 
Todd Baily

Realty Austin
289-0653

toddbailey@realtyaustin.com

Featured homesOverview

restaurants, Hula Hut and abel’s on the lake.  
Mozart’s Coffee shop is also located on the 
lake. there are other dining opportunities in 
the neighborhood, such as Maudie’s Milagro, 
Mangia Chicago Pizza and 24-hour diner 
Magnolia Cafe.

Average square footage: 2,645

Average selling price: $764,900

Nearby attractions: lake austin, laguna 
Gloria, Brackenridge Field laboratory

Nearby parks: reed Park, Mayfield Park, red 
Bud isle, tarrytown Park

School district and schools:
Casis elementary school
o. Henry Middle school
austin High school

No. of homes for sale 57

No. of homes under contract 21

Avg. days on the market 80

No. of homes sold last year 112

Square footage Low/High 1,084/6,584

Selling price Low/High $249,900/$3,000,000

On the market  (As of July 11)

Home sales  (July 11, 2011–July 11, 2012)
MoPac

enfield rd.
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ZIP 
code

Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Price Sq. ft. Agent Phone Agency

78701 360 Condos 360 Nueces St. 1br/1ba $318,000 715 Perry Henderson 791-7462 Prudential Texas Realty

78701 The Shore Condo 603 Davis St. 1br/1ba $429,900 1,005 Vince Heinz 905-3030 Realty Austin

78703 Brown Herman 3105 Scenic Drive 5br/4ba $1,379,999 4,069 Cindy Greenwood 784-4160 Moreland Properties

78703 Encinal Condo 1106 Sixth St. 1br/1ba $269,900 909 Crystal Kilpatrick 680-5835 Realty Austin

78703 Enfield West Condos 2410 Enfield Road 1br/1ba $175,000 649 Jessica Bruehl 532-5005 Keller Williams Realty

78703 Forest Oaks Condo 1506 Forest Trail 1br/1ba $189,000 664 Meridith Brewer 897-0197 Keller Williams Realty

78703 Mountain Laurel 2722 Mountain Laurel Lane 3br/2ba $890,000 1,978 Eric Moreland 924-8442 Moreland Properties

78703 Summit Place 1501 Mohle Drive 3br/2ba $795,000 2,195 Aaron Farmer 899-9520 Texas Discount Realty

78703 Windsor Oaks Condos 1210 Windsor Road 2br/1ba $204,900 892 Jeffrey Walker 947-8836 Prudential Texas Realty

78704 Barton Terrace 2404 Wildgrove Drive 3br/2ba $499,000 2,076 Dave Bair 423-0456 Prudential Texas Realty

78704 Bouldin James 1910 Bouldin Ave. 4br/3ba $495,000 2,562 Kelly Loudenslager 940-8873 Keller Williams Realty

78704 Creekside Terrace Condo 2303 Eastside Drive 1br/1ba $129,900 702 Barbara Ditlow 638-7977 Realty Austin

78704 Kinney Mues Condo Amd 2407 Kinney Road 2br/2ba $595,000 2,318 Denise Bodman 903-5129 Realty Austin

78704 Richardsons 2102 Eva St. 2br/2ba $400,000 1,119 Jody Lockshin 587-5824 Habitat Hunters

78704 Sage Condos 1702 Lamar Blvd. 2br/2ba $299,000 1,264 David Haynes 844-0940 Keller Williams Realty

78704 Shelton Margaret G 1910 Hether St. 2br/1ba $369,900 875 Katherine Penick 830-456-1996 Goldwasser Real Estate

78704 Sherwood Oaks 2301 Eastside Drive 5br/3ba $449,889 2,396 Ruby Segura 694-2906 Coldwell Banker United

78731 Cat Mountain Villas 6202 Mountain Villa Drive 3br/2ba $385,000 1,744 Joan Klausner 569-7489 Amelia Bullock, Realtors

78731 Cat Mountain Villas 4701 Gold Flower Hollow 4br/4ba $475,000 2,906 David Schneider 638-6585 Goldwasser Real Estate

78731 Courtyard 5605 Courtyard Cove 3br/2ba $379,000 1,960 Jo Carol Snowden 657-4441 Moreland Properties

78731 Courtyard 5731 Sam Houston Circle 4br/2ba $450,000 2,676 Jo Carol Snowden 657-4441 Moreland Properties

78731 Highland Park West 5000 Balcones Drive 3br/2ba $499,000 1,680 Ken Bartlett 418-1435 Keller Williams Realty

78731 Highland Village 4904 West Park Drive 4br/3ba $659,990 2,573 Nicholas Quijano 821-8818 David Weekley Homes

78731 Imperial Condo 6501 Hill Drive 2br/1ba $128,000 1,080 Diana Proud 633-4287 Avalar Austin

78731 Northwest Hills Lakeview 4115 Firstview Drive 5br/4ba $1,249,000 5,004 Monica Johnson 297-9080 Coldwell Banker United

78731 Northwest Hills Mesa Oaks 4023 Greystone Drive 5br/3ba $625,000 2,965 Ryan Perry 694-5426 Turnquist Partners Realtors

78731 Northwest Hills 6209 Ledge Mountain Drive 3br/2ba $1,500,000 3,200 Annie Bright 627-2969 Stanberry & Associates

78731 Shinoak Valley 4005 Firstview Drive 4br/3ba $475,000 2,882 Michael Pourciau 703-7221 Keller Williams Realty

78731 Shoalmont 4905 Strass Drive 4br/3ba $665,000 2,381 Meta Bates 694-9316 Keller Williams Realty

78731 Terraces 3845 RR 2222 2br/2ba $167,000 1,167 Charles Crauford 296-3990 J.B. Goodwin, Realtors

78731 The Courtyard 5902 Inter Council Cove 4br/3ba $548,000 2,893 Joan Price 775-8942 Coldwell Banker United

78731 The Courtyard 5508 Scout Island Circle 4br/3ba $505,000 2,340 Joan Price 775-8942 Coldwell Banker United

78731 Townhomes Northwest Hills 6902 Old Quarry Lane 2br/1ba $150,000 944 Patrick Birdsong 585-1571 Realty Austin

78731 Treetops 5001 Valburn Court 3br/3ba $675,000 3,045 Jennie Barnes 917-4746 Moreland Properties

78731 Villas at Courtyard 5800 Courtyard Drive 2br/2ba $359,000 2,127 Dave Bair 423-0456 Prudential Texas Realty

78731 Vista West 4804 Greystone Drive 3br/2ba $599,900 2,354 Penny Reynolds 636-1128 Avalar Austin

78751 Gray T 4513 Ave. H 4br/2ba $449,500 1,756 Colleen Rouhselang 350-3787 Coldwell Banker United

real estate

Market Data Central Austin

Price Range

Number of homes for sale/Average days on market

78701 78703 78704 78731 78751 78756 78757

Less than $149,000 4/306 4/36 6/44 11/38 4/74 3/37 18/83

$150,000–$199,900 1/23 2/97 12/115 4/18 9/39 2/13 6/43

$200,000–$299,900 7/97 10/104 24/72 6/52 6/111 5/50 26/58

$300,000–$399,900 25/41 8/89 26/55 10/90 14/63 5/157 13/35

$400,000–$499,900 8/72 14/110 33/63 12/86 6/22 6/54 5/36

$500,000–$599,900 7/78 16/84 16/367 19/73 2/188 3/52 -

$600,000–$799,900 10/102 26/63 22/111 25/38 2/37 6/32 2/7

$800,000–$999,900 8/151 20/79 6/80 17/59 2/65 - -

$1 million + 21/136 42/125 10/74 20/112 1/365 - -

Month

Number of homes sold/Median price

78701 78703 78704 78731

June 2012 23/$327,500 43/$631,500 64/$345,000 55/$525,000

June 2011 28/$302,500 40/$525,000 48/$277,817 46/$455,500

Month 78751 78756 78757

June 2012 22/$285,000 24/$334,000 42/$259,500

June 2011 26/$283,903 12/$346,375 47/$253,261

On the market*  (As of July 1, 2012) Monthly home sales*

*Market Data includes condominiums, townhomes and houses.

Market Data provided by 
the Austin Board of Realtors

Property Listings
ZIP code guide
78701 Downtown
78703 West Austin
78704 South/Central
78731 Northwest/Central
78751 Hyde Park
78756 Brentwood
78757 Burnet Road/Anderson Lane

4115 Firstview Drive $1,249,000

4804 Greystone Drive $599,900

2301 Eastside Drive $449,889

1501 Mohle Drive $795,000

Residential real estate listings added to the market between 06/25/12 and 07/17/12 were included and provided by the Austin Board of Realtors, www.abor.com. Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of 
this listing, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.
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ZIP 
code

Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Price Sq. ft. Agent Phone Agency

78751 Guadalupe Condos 5502 Guadalupe St. 2br/2ba $328,000 1,444 Steven Lofaro 507-6086 Prudential Texas Realty

78751 Highlands 5503 Avenue H 2br/1ba $269,500 986 Christina Catalano 413-3554 EXIT-Options Realty

78751 Highlands 5413 Duval St. 4br/2ba $315,000 1,561 Elle Klein 689-6877 Realty Austin

78751 Highlands 5312 Evans Avenue 4br/2ba $349,000 1,752 Jeff Baker 619-7421 Stanberry & Associates

78751 Highlands 5204 Avenue H 4br/2ba $436,050 2,019 Arnold Melendez 775-8981 Keller Williams Realty

78751 Hyde Park Annex 4600 Avenue G 4br/2ba $675,000 2,700 Tammy young 695-6940 Realty Austin

78751 Park Place Condos 4306 Avenue A 2br/1ba $154,900 798 Janette Friend-Harrington 844-3331 Coldwell Banker United

78751 Ridgetop 928 53rd St. 2br/1ba $179,900 1,000 Amy Nall 914-0927 Prudential Texas Realty

78751 Ridgetop 940 53rd St. 2br/1ba $249,900 1,152 Megan Jarrard 608-2882 RE/MAX Capital City III

78751 Ridgetop Annex 804 45th St. 2br/2ba $350,000 3,539 Brian Copland 576-0288 Realty Austin

78751 Ridgetop Annex 4615 Red River St. 2br/2ba $355,000 1,388 Marjann Cooper 695-2000 Amelia Bullock, Realtors

78751 Ridgetop Annex 4603 Caswell Ave. 3br/2ba $489,900 1,438 Bill Evans 797-7587 Austin Real Pros, Realtors

78756 North Loop Terrace 5317 Woodrow Avenue 2br/1ba $235,000 835 Ron Redder 657-8674 Presidio Group, Realtors

78756 Rosedale 4102 Burnet Road 4br/2ba $739,990 2,497 Nicholas Quijano 821-8818 David Weekley Homes

78756 Shoalmont 5402 Shoalwood Ave. 4br/2ba $725,000 2,118 Jimmy Gilmore 657-8671 Presidio Group, Realtors

78756 Shoalmont 5606 Bull Creek Road 4br/3ba $535,000 2,418 Suzanne Pringle 217-1047 Amelia Bullock, Realtors

78757 Allandale North 2005 Belford Drive 4br/2ba $298,900 1,552 Cory Gulotta 736-4824 e-Executive Realty

78757 Allandale Park 3303 McElroy Drive 3br/2ba $365,000 1,831 Susie Davison 698-1997 Amelia Bullock, Realtors

78757 Crestview 1905 Piedmont Ave. 3br/2ba $340,000 1,276 Marilyn Williams 413-5078 Keller Williams Realty

78757 Crestview 1302 Richcreek Road 3br/2ba $365,000 1,546 Janet Dean 627-8111 J.B. Goodwin, Realtors

78757 Northwest Village 7701 Lazy Lane 3br/1ba $239,000 1,190 Jacqueline Gilmore 731-8536 Keller Williams Realty

78757 Sunset View 8010 Gault St. 3br/2ba $159,801 1,105 Veronica Lee 965-2905 Keller Williams Realty

real estate

Property Listings

1302 Richcreek Road $365,000

4615 Red River St. $355,000

5413 Duval St. $315,000

Residential real estate listings added to the market between 06/25/12 and 07/17/12 were included and provided by the Austin Board of Realtors, www.abor.com. Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of 
this listing, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

But what about his heart? A HeartSaver CT scan 
from Heart Hospital of Austin is a fast, easy way  
to determine your risk for heart disease in its  
earliest and most treatable stages. And you can  
trust our expertise with hearts, because Thomson 
Reuters has ranked us a top cardiovascular hospital  
six times — and in 2011, one of the 50 Top 
Cardiovascular hospitals in the nation.   

Check your inheritance. Call 512-407-SAVE 
to schedule a HeartSaver CT scan today.

HeartHospitalofAustin.com

You clearly have  
your father’s eyes.


