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Rep. Lamar Smith | 15 
The congressman talks about the Texas 

primary, the presidential candidate he 
endorses and his SOPA bill

impactdeals.com

Coupons start on Page 31.
Find even more online at

 Urban gardening | 18
Learn about resources available in Central 
Austin to produce an urban garden or a 
backyard farm. From events to clubs to 
community markets, there is something 
for everyone in the area

impactnews.com 

Austin City Council approves 
$8.6M Apple incentive plan
City officials passed a multimillion-dollar 
agreement March 22 that moves the tech 
company closer to its new Austin campus.

 Foodie Kids | 22
Barbara Beery runs a local boutique that 
helps children prepare meals and treats

La Cocina de Consuelo | 23 
A Mexico native achieves her dream by 

opening the Burnet Road eatery

Officials call for action as LCRA revises area water plan

Huber: Water policymaking 
in the state is ‘fragmented’

The Downtown Austin Alliance continues its effort to transform 
the ‘Dirty Sixth’ district into a diverse, day-long family experience

Revitalizing downtown’s 
historic East Sixth Street

Despite an initiative launched in 2004, the majority of East Sixth Street’s business is still bars and clubs. 

By Andrea Leptinsky
What began as Austin’s bustling mercan-

tile shopping district for farmers and ranch-
ers in the mid-1800s has transformed into 
a bar-heavy entertainment district, a trend 
that a local nonprofit group has now spent 
eight years working against.

“East Sixth Street doesn’t look as good as 
it could,” said Charlie Betts, director of the 
Downtown Austin Alliance, an organization 
that is actively recruiting diverse businesses 
into the district. “I think the first improve-
ment we would like to see is just a general 
enhancement of the physical street, but  
No. 2 is that we need more daytime uses. We 
need a little bit better of a mix.”

When the DAA launched an initiative 
to create a more well-rounded East Sixth 
Street experience in the mid-2000s, the 

roadway—which spans from Congress Ave-
nue to I-35—had 74 street-level storefront 
spaces. Fifty-four of them were bars. 

“That needle hasn’t moved a ton in terms 
of category, but it’s moved in terms of opera-
tors and experiences,” said Molly Alexander, 
DAA associate director, about the busi-
nesses that now make up the street. “We try 
to work together to say, ‘If this is the brand 
of Austin, how can it live up to that brand?’”

Finding a solution
In 2006, the DAA created a retail recruiter 

position within its organization. The recruit-
er’s purpose is to bring in unique-to-Austin 
businesses from other cities, such as Dallas, 
Houston and New Orleans, and “match-
make” them with current downtown prop-
erty owners who are looking for the next 

By Andrea Leptinsky
The February approval of a revised Water Management Plan by the Lower 

Colorado River Authority board of directors issued a staunch warning to 
regional water stakeholders: The implications of Texas’ recent dry weather 
has wreaked havoc on the state’s water storage, and as the population con-
tinues to grow exponentially, more plans must be made to ensure water is 
available for future generations.

“[Texas is] projected to double our population in the next 50 years, and 
we currently do not have the water to support that future growth,” Travis 
County Commissioner Karen Huber said. “Water policymaking in Texas is 
fragmented, and as a result, no one takes responsibility for actually solving 
bigger problems. We must figure out how to change this and change it soon.” 

successful East Sixth Street business. 
“What I am working toward is creating 

more of a place that is somewhere I would 
personally go to on a Saturday night,” said 
Meredith Sanger, DAA’s retail recruiter. “I’m 
that kind of demographic—I look at 25- to 
35-year-old educated, young professionals 
and drawing that type of crowd in. And they 

want more of an experience.”
One idea Sanger is pursuing is a fast-

casual ramen restaurant concept, a business 
that is doing well in New York City. 

“I lived in New York for four years, so I 
was exposed to all of these innovative ideas,” 
Sanger said. “So I always go back to what’s 
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See East Sixth Street | 17

See Water plan | 21

The Colorado River, 
which feeds lakes 
Buchanan and Travis, 
is the primary source 
of Austin’s water.  

The two lakes also 
serve as reservoirs, 
which store water 
for communities, 
industries and 
aquatic life along the 
river. Dams serve 
as hydroelectric 
generation stations, 
store water and help 
manage flood waters. 
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Helping patients fight one of the greatest battles of their lives.

When patients are diagnosed with a brain tumor, it quickly leads to one of the most 

courageous battles of their life. NeuroTexas Institute at St. David’s HealthCare offers the 

highest level of advanced care to aide in their fight and help them return to what they 

love... Their life.

The physicians of the NeuroTexas Institute at St. David’s HealthCare bring the latest 

medical expertise, cutting edge technology, and research to central Texans allowing for 

the most complex cases to be done here — close to home.

© 2010 St. David’s HealthCare. All rights reserved.

512.544.9000     ·     neurotexasinstitute.com
www.stdavids.com/connect    |    888.868.2104    |    512.478.3627
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Remember that dip in 
temperature we had in 
mid-March? It was rainy, 
cold and intolerable. But 
alas, warmth and the sun 
quickly returned, and I was 
in spring heaven.

 I am a huge fan of the recreational 
options Austin and its surrounding area 
have. My friends and I love taking the 
hour-long jaunt to Pace Bend Park to 
spend a relaxing weekend camping on 
Lake Travis. But while I enjoy our parks 
and rivers so much, I never truly under-
stood how dire the entire state’s water 
situation is until I wrote this month’s 
cover story on Texas’ water supply and 
management.

 I never realized the world operates on 
a half percent of its water. I never realized 
that while Texas has a water plan—an 
outline of how it should use, conserve and 
manage water—it has yet to be funded 
and implemented. And as the state’s 

population is expected to double in the 
next 50 years, I’m scared to see how much 
longer we’ll go without having an enforced 
and implemented plan in place. Surely 
our population will put too much strain 
on this valuable resource if we don’t begin 
conserving water, and we must addition-
ally scrutinize our energy plan and use to 
see how we can simultaneously manage 
and conserve these two resources.

 The Texas chapter of The Nature 
Conservancy is doing a lot to fight for our 
water supply, now and in the future. Visit 
the organization at www.nature.org to 
learn more about what the group is doing 
and how you can help.
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State re-envisions capacity, design of 
Capitol complex
www.impactnews.com

“This is awful. Nothing but United Nations Agenda 21 
Sustainable Development stack ‘em, pack’em and track ‘em 
scam. Bigger and bigger government of the unelected unac-
countable kind. This has nothing whatsoever to do with what 
is right and good for Austin, Texas, Texans or Americans. 
Shame on all these Agenda 21 ‘planning’ scams! Basically 
the same old same old theft of private property and micro-
managing of every aspect of people’s lives.” 

—Jeannon Kralj

What system of representation do you support for 
Austin City Council?

Single-member districts and at-large mayor

47.06%
Hybrid with single-member districts, some at-large seats  
and at-large mayor

29.41%
All at-large

23.53%
Other

0%
Results from an unscientific web survey, collected 2/10/12–3/16/12.
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Check out the new and improved 
impactnews.com

Subscribe to our e-newsletter at  
impactnews.com

Find us on Facebook at  
impactnews.com/cta-facebook

Follow us on Twitter @impactnews_cta

Find local coupons online at  
impactdeals.com

Easily browse or search news articles from your 
community or across the state.

Stay informed with daily, online-exclusive community 
news and information.

Learn about upcoming events with the community  
calendar.

Make your voice heard by commenting on articles or 
participating in online polls.

CertifiedPreowned.com           (512) 706-7065
2012 Volvo S60 T5
$299mo 2

Includes Volvo Safe + Secure

2012 Audi A4 2.0T CVT 
Sedan 
LUXURY HAS PROGRESSED
$389mo3

2012 Subaru Legacy 
2.5i Sedan
SIGN AND DRIVE

$249mo 1

All remaining new 
Saab’s in stock 
$12,000 o� MSRP4 

Includes Warranty

1-Subaru - Model CAB. With approved credit. Dealer contribution may a� ect �  nal negotiated price. 42 mo lease, $0 total due at inception, no sec. dep. required, 42 monthly payments of $249, �  nal pymt / residual = $12,714. Based on 10k mi. / yr with $.15 per mi. excess charge. MSRP $23,546. Stk# Z6721. Exp 3/31/12.  2-Volvo - 36-month closed-end leases o� ered to quali� ed customers with approved credit thru US Bank, no security deposit required. Must take delivery by March 31, 2012. S60 based 
on MSRP $32,175. First payment due at signing.  $3,293 + TT&L due at inception.  Residual value of $18,340.  Advertised o � ers require dealer contribution; � nal negotiated price may vary by dealer. Lessee responsible for insurance, maintenance and repairs and may have some � nancial liability at lease end. Lessee responsible for $0.25/mile over 10,000 miles per year. See dealer for details. Higher MSRP will a� ect lease price. Exp 3/31/12.  3-Audi - Closed-end leases o�  ered to quali� ed customers by Audi 
Financial Services through participating dealers. A4 with Convenience pkg. based on MSRP $36,200. $1,999 down + $695 acquisition fee + 1st mo. payment + $0 security deposit = $3,083 due at inception + TT&L. Purchase option at lease end for $18,100. 42 monthly payments of $389. See dealer for details. Higher MSRP will a�  ect lease price. Exp 3/31/12.  4-Saab - See dealer for details. Exp 3/31/12
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name to Urbanspace Interiors. The 
group, which has remained as a member 
of Kevin Burns’ Urbanspace brand, will 
serve as a resource for furniture and 
design in Austin. Its office is located at 
801 W. Fifth St., Ste. 100. 476-0014, 
www.urbanspacelifestyle.com

Closed

9  The Melting Pot announced Feb. 27 it 
closed its doors at 305 E. Third St. Owner 
Mike Lord said he accepted a buyout deal 
from the property’s landlord.

In the News

10 Block 21, the building in the 200 
block of Lavaca Street that is home 
to the W Austin Hotel and ACL Live, 
received Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design recognition 
in March because of the sustainable 
methods it uses. The building is the first 
mixed-use occupancy building in the 
world to achieve this status. 

Central Austin 

Now Open

11  Blake Holman and Kyle Ligon opened 
fitness club Cross Fit City Limits in the 
Crossroads Center shopping center located 
at 9070 Research Blvd., Ste 102. Cross Fit 
City Limits is a fitness community that 
uses the crossfit methodology. Workouts 
are centered on gymnastics, power-
lifting, Olympic weightlifting and cardio 
exercises. www.crossfitcitylimits.com

12  Olive and June, the newest restaurant 
from local chef Shawn Cirkiel, opened at 
3411 Glenview Ave. in the former El Arbol 
space Feb. 21. The restaurant specializes 
in pasta made from scratch and small 
plates of Italian dishes, such as crostini 
and fried risotto balls. 467-9898, 
www.oliveandjune-austin.com

13  Hang Tran recently opened 
Nutrition Gifts at 5915 Burnet Road in 
the Northwest Center. Nutrition Gifts 
sell organic vitamins and supplements, 
including products for people with special 
diets such as vegan, vegetarian, kosher, 
gluten-free and allergy-related. 420-2341, 
www.nutritiongiftsaustin.com

14  Jill Ventimiglia began offering makeup 
and medical-grade spa treatments inside 
Lighten Up Hair Salon and Spa, 8229 Shoal 
Creek Blvd., Ste. 107, on Feb. 1. Ventimiglia 
is a licensed aesthetician and provides skin 
peels, facials and body wraps. She also 
recently launched an organic and vegan 
line of cosmetics under her Just  
Jill Cosmetics brand. 818-606-7788,  
www.justjillcosmetics.com

15  Steve McDermott recently opened 
Soco Burgers at 2400 S. Congress Ave. 

Downtown Austin 

Now Open

1  Mobile website developer Mobile 
Clarity announced March 6 it has 
opened a new downtown office. The 
company, located at 401 Congress Ave., 
Ste. 1540, in the Frost Bank Tower, 
specializes in the development of user-
friendly mobile websites that are also 
search engine optimized. 852-4362, 
http://mobile-clarity.com

2  Ice Cream Social, a mobile ice cream 
bus, opened at the Jessie Street Eats food 
park at 415 Jessie St. in mid-February. The 
bus serves a variety of ice cream flavors 
along with a wide assortment of toppings. 
The bus also offers popsicles, sundaes, 
waffle cones and vegan avocado sorbet.
www.icecreamsocialbus.com,
Twitter: @icecreambusatx

3  Bar Louie, the Chicago-based urban 
bar chain known for its cocktails and 
martinis, opened March 13 at 123 W. 
Sixth St. The 6,328-square-foot space seats 
222 people and serves lunch, dinner and 
late-night cocktails. 730-3032,
www.barlouieamerica.com

4  Mister FruitCup opened March 2 at 
Jessie Street Eats, 441 Jessie St. The food 
trailer offers a variety of fresh fruit cups 
that can be mixed with herbs, sauce or 
whipped cream. 660-3343

5  Recess Arcade Bar opened at 222 E. 
Sixth St. in February. The bar focuses on 
an older clientele that still has a passion 
for video games and provides a variety of 
electronic games for patrons to use. Most 
of the games are set for continuous free 
play, and include “Tekken 2,” “Die Hard,” 
“SF Rush” and many more. 909-2240, 
http://recessarcadebar.com,  
Twitter: @RecessArcadeBar

6  Brendan Puthoff, Nate Howry and 
Mason Wheeless opened Hickory Street 
at 800 Congress Ave. on Feb. 22. The trio 
re-opened the re-envisioned restaurant 
after it closed in 2011 and was sold by 
its previous owner. The cafe features 
a menu headed up by chef Camden 
Stuerzenberger, formerly of Bess Bistro  
and Walton’s Fancy & Staple.
477-8968, www.hickorystreet.com, 
Twitter: @hickorystreet

7  Javelina Bar opened at 69 Rainey St. 
in early March. The bar serves food and 
drinks inspired by Hill Country spirits 
and fare, such as brisket, pork tacos and 
burgers. www.facebook.com/JavelinaBar, 
Twitter: @javelinabar

Name Change

8  Threshold Furniture & Design 
announced March 5 it has changed its 

live oak st.

12th st.

sp
ee

dw
ay

P
le

as
an

t V
al

le
y 

r
d.

W
al

le
r s

t.

Mary st.

lake austin B
lvd.

a
irp

o
rt B

lvd
.

C
apital of texas H

w
y.

53rd st.

n
. l

am
ar

 B
lv

d.

11th st.

enfield rd.

24th st.

r
io

 G
ra

nd
e 

s
t.

s.
 5

th
 s

t.

C
hestnut a

ve.

Manor rd.

shoal 
Creek 
Blvd. Justin ln.

38th st.

st Johns ave.

Bal
co

ne
s d

r.

steck ave.

M
es

a 
dr.

Greystone dr.Far West Blvd.

Ben White Blvd.

MlK Jr. Blvd.

Barton springs rd.
Cesar Chavez st.

6th st.

15th st.

45th st.

51st st.

Koenig ln.

anderson ln.

5th st.

r
iverside d

r.

ex
po

si
tio

n 
B

lv
d.

B
ur

ne
t r

d
.

s.
 l

am
ar

 B
lvd

.

s
. 1

st
 s

t.

oltorf st.

s
. C

on
gr

es
s 

av
e.

G
ua

da
lu

pe
 s

t.

a
irport B

lvd.

r
ed

 r
iv

er
 s

t.

M
an

ch
ac

a 
r

d.

35th st.

Bee Cave rd.

Courtyard dr.

183

290

290

2222
MoPac

MoPac

360

35

35

Map not to scale

8

11

17

16

19

12

2, 4

toomey rd.

Je
ss

ie
 s

t.

6

10

21

20

7

1

5

9

3

14

13

18

15

Central Austin

Downtown Austin



impactnews.com • March 2012 | NEWS | 5

McDermott said the food trailer has the 
same look and menu as his downtown 
food trailer, Downtown Burgers, but he 
plans to add items like chili-cheese fries, 
nachos and ice cream soon. 383-8344

16 Owners Michael and Jessica Sanders  
opened Drink.Well pub Feb. 28 at 207 
E. 53rd St. The bar serves homemade 
Twinkies daily and offers classic cocktails 
and special drink concoctions. 614-6683, 
www.drinkwellaustin.com

Owner Kristen West opened her dog-
walking business, Gusto Dogs, in 
January to serve Austin dog owners. 
Gusto Dogs not only focuses on dog 
walking, but also mind-stimulating 
activities such as fetching and retrieving. 
The average rate for a walk is $20. Extra 
options include swimming, and for 
downtown dogs , she offers kayaking.  
940-1926, www.gustodogs.com

Coming Soon

17  Tarka Indian Kitchen is slated 
to open in May at 2525 W. Anderson 
Lane, Bldg. 1, Ste. 300. The restaurant 
will feature the same menu as its sister 
Sunset Valley and Round Rock locations 
with curries, kabobs and vegetarian 
options such as the malai kofta, vegetable 
dumplings served with basmati rice. 
www.tarkaindiankitchen.com

18  Emily Morrison and Amy March 
announced in March that they will soon 
open Austin’s second location of The 
Steeping Room. The business, located at 
4400 N. Lamar Blvd., will offer specialty 
teas as well as lunch and dinner service. 
http://thesteepingroom.com

Relocations

19  Fine Austin Living, headed by broker 
and owner Todd Smith, relocated into 
Central Austin in early February. The firm, 
located at 1517 W. Koenig Lane, specializes 
in residential real estate listings. 402-9800, 
www.fineaustinliving.com

20 Luna Data Solutions relocated 
recently from its previous space at 6448 E. 
Hwy. 290 to 1408 Koenig Lane, Ste. D. The 
staffing firm specializes in the placement 
of technical and executive management 
professionals nationwide. 828-7906, 
www.lunadatasolutions.com

21 Darryl B. Thomas, M.D., relocated 
his orthopedic practice from Scott & 
White Healthcare-Round Rock to North 
Central Austin to join with Carolyn M. 
Hyde, M.D., P.A. Their office is located at 
7200 N. MoPac, Ste. 370. 346-4933

Chicago-based restaurant chain Bar Louie opened its first location in Austin at 123 W. Sixth St. on 
March 13. The eatery serves lunch and dinner and offers late-night drink service.

news or questions about Central austin? 
e-mail ctanews@impactnews.com.

Michael and Jessica Sanders opened their new 
Drink.Well pub at 207 E. 53rd St. on Feb. 28.

16
Recess Arcade Bar, a nightlife spot for gaming 
enthusiasts, opened at 222 E. Sixth St. in February.
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106 E 6th Street, Suite 640

Austin, TX 78701

www.jr-law.com

(512) 439-2299

FAMILY LAW
• Divorce
• Child Custody & Visitation
• Child Support

FREE CONSULTAT ION
PERSONAL INJURY
• Wrongful Death
• Birth Injury or Trauma
• Car, Boat, Motorcycle or

Truck Injury
• Spinal Cord Injury
• Products Liability
• Workplace Injury (Third-Party 

Claims, Non-Subscriber)

MEDIATION/ ALTERNATIVE
DISPUTE RESOLUTION
INSURANCE CLAIMS

Dr. Douglas K. McIntyre, MD OBGYN
4201 Marathon Blvd. #201

Austin, TX 78756
512-454-6765

To all patients of Dr. McIntyre, MD OBGYN:
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Now Open

22 Amber Tarcha opened VAMPS Dance 
at 1601 E. Fifth St., Ste. 104. Tarcha  —who 
specializes in vertical, aerial, movement 
and pole dancing—began teaching 
in Austin in 2010 at other dancing 
institutions. The studio offers one-, four- 
and eight-class passes as well as a 30-day 
unlimited class pass. 981-5873,
www.vampsdance.com

23 The group behind Austin’s Sanctuary 
Printshop has opened Eastside Supply 
Co., which celebrated its grand opening 
March 10. The store, located at 1105  
E. Sixth St., sells handcrafted textiles  
and home goods. 535-1343,  
http://eastside-supply.com

24 Hill Country Pierogi recently 
opened at 1154 Lydia St. The trailer serves 
homemade Polish dumpings—pierogi—
such as the chorizo and vegetarian 
pierogi. The food trailer is also open for 
pickup orders and will make deliveries.
765-2260, www.hillcountrypierogi.com, 
Twitter: @ATXPierogiTruck

25 Hillside Farmacy opened at 1209 E. 
11th St. Owners Sonya Cote and Mickie 
Spencer, the team behind East Austin’s 
East Side Show Room, opened the 

eatery March 5. It offers deli and market 
products, as well as an old-fashioned soda 
fountain and coffee. 628-0168, 
www.hillsidefarmacy.com

Coming Soon

26 Austin-based sushi restaurant chain 
How Do You Roll? has leased 1,405 
square feet of space in the Mueller 
development. The company is shooting 
for a summer opening date for the store, 
located at 1201 Barbara Jordan Blvd.,  
Ste. 1460. www.howdoyouroll.com

In the News

The City of Austin released its final 
development strategy report March 
15 that details a plan the city will 
implement to revitalize East 11th and 
East 12th streets. The city partnered 
with consultants Economic & Planning 
Systems Inc. to prepare a list of ideas 
for improvement and enhancement 
projects along the roadways, which 
include free city-owned lots to allow 
for redevelopment, multimillion-dollar 
public works projects and bringing in 
new business. For the full report, visit 
www.austintexas.gov/department/ 
east-11th-12th-streets.

news or questions about Central austin? 
e-mail ctanews@impactnews.com.

Hill Country Pierogi, a food trailer that serves Pol-
ish dumplings, opened recently at 1154 Lydia St. 

24
Eastside Supply Co., 1105 E. Sixth St., opened in 
March. It sells handcrafted textiles and home goods.
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Compiled by Andrea LeptinskyCalendar

27–29 Austin Food & Wine Festival
the inaugural festival includes appearances 
by celebrity foodies and chefs from around 
the world, such as andrew Zimmern, Marcus 
samuelsson, tim love and austin’s “top Chef: 
texas” winner Paul Qui, among many others. 
the event features food and wine tastings, 
celebrity-hosted seminars and other activities. 
ViP tickets ($850), weekender passes ($250)  
auditorium shores, 950 W. riverside drive; 
republic Park, 422 Guadalupe st.   
www.austinfoodandwinefestival.com

Ongoing
Every Wednesday in April
Yoga in the Park
Presented by Yoga Yoga, Yoga in the Park 
offers free yoga classes in a downtown park 
during lunchtime. a certified yoga instructor 
will lead the class that is suited for yoga 
participants of all skill levels. attendees are 
asked to bring a yoga mat and a water bottle.  
noon–1 p.m. • Check website for location   
Free • http://austinparks.org/yoga.html

Sponsored by

To view more events, or to submit a Central Austin event 
online, visit www.impactnews.com/cta-calendar.

For a full list of Central Texas events, visit  
www.impactnews.com/austin-metro-calendar.

To have Central Austin events considered for the print 
edition, they must be submitted online by the second  
Friday of the month.

April 14
By Andrea Leptinsky

individuals and businesses volunteer april 14 to help the Keep austin Beautiful organization 
clean up austin as part of the group’s massive, citywide effort to beautify the live Music 
Capital of the World. 

in 2011, more than 5,000 people volunteered for the Clean sweep, which targeted 136 
locations throughout the city. together, the volunteers collected more than 25 tons of trash 
from public spaces, which included about 45,000 cigarette butts. 

While volunteers are assigned to various sites throughout austin from 9–11 a.m., the cleanup 
effort culminates with a volunteer party and environmental fair held at Fiesta Gardens in east 
austin from 11:30 a.m.–1:30 p.m. the first 4,000 volunteers to register with KaB for the event 
receive a free t-shirt. to register for the event, visit www.keepaustinbeautiful.org/cleansweep.

C
o

ur
te

sy
 d

el
l

Volunteers from Dell Inc. collected several bags of trash during the Keep Austin Beautiful Clean 
Sweep in 2010 along the shores of Lady Bird Lake.

Keep Austin Beautiful Clean Sweep
than 20,000 attendees this year. the outdoor 
fair is set against downtown’s streets, plazas 
and green spaces. the showcase includes 
food vendors, live artist demonstrations and 
art activities. Visit www.artalliance.org for 
schedule and location information. 

Austin Cactus & Succulent Society 
Spring Show & Sale
the austin Cactus & succulent society  
hosts this event, held at the austin area 
Garden Center at Zilker Botanical Garden. 
aCss hosts two shows each year—one 
in the spring and one in the fall. the show 
includes plant sales with vendors from texas, 
new Mexico and oklahoma, handcrafted 
pottery, expert advice, free literature and a 
plant show that features specimen cacti and 
succulent plants from around the world.   
10 a.m.–5 p.m. daily • tickets are free with 
paid admission into the garden; adults ($2), 
children and seniors ($1) • 2220 Barton 
springs road • http://austincss.com

Worth the trip 

19–22 Old Settlers Music Festival
this outdoor music festival—which 
celebrates its 25th anniversary this year—
honors the musicians and music of the 
americana genre. the event features 
four stages, nearly three dozen bands, 
performance workshops, arts and crafts, a 
music store, activities for children and more. 
Campsites are also available. Check website 
for schedule information • Friday wristband 
($55, $65 at the gate), saturday wristband 
($55, $65 at the gate), sunday wristband 
($25, $30 at the gate) • salt lick BBQ 
Pavillion, 18300 FM 1826, driftwood; Camp 
Ben McCulloch, 18301 FM 1826, driftwood  
http://oldsettlersmusicfest.org

20–22 Austin Reggae Festival
rootz underground, Collie Buddz, tidal 
Waves, Grupo Fantasma and dubtonic Kru 
perform as part of the reggae celebration. all 
proceeds from the event go the Capital area 
Food Bank, and attendees are asked to bring 
two cans of food to donate to the charity. 
Check website for schedule information.  
advance purchase three-day pass ($35), 
advance purchase single-day tickets ($15)  
auditorium shores, 950 W. riverside drive  
www.austinreggaefest.com

21 Record Store Day
retailers throughout the country celebrate 
record store day, developed to honor the 
hundreds of independent record stores open 
in the united states. local venues offer 
exclusive special vinyl and Cd releases and 
promotional products to celebrate the day. 
Participating local venues include Backspin 
records, Cheapo records, antone’s record 
shop, Waterloo records, encore records and 
other venues. Visit www.recordstoreday.com 
for more information.

22 Eighth annual Downtown Living Tour
the downtown austin neighborhood 
association hosts a day-long event filled with 

stops in some of downtown austin’s most 
interesting and exclusive residences. the 
tour includes stops at the Graeber residence, 
Brown building, 360 Condominiums and 
the railyard Condominiums, with additional 
stops, such as the Four seasons residences, 
open to ViP ticket holders. • 11 a.m. –5 p.m. 
tour begins at the Buttrey Building, 107 W. 
sixth st. • special pricing through april 12: 
early bird general admission ($25), early bird 
general admission and ViP after-party ($40), 
early bird ViP package ($75) • www.atxdlt.com

25–28 Moontower Comedy and Oddity 
Festival
the Paramount theatre presents the 
inaugural Moontower Comedy and oddity 
Festival that highlights some of the best 
comedians and comediennes from around the 
world. Multiple venues throughout downtown 
austin host performances as part of the 
festival. Featured acts include aziz ansari, 
seth Meyers, steven Wright and many more. 
individual tickets and festival passes are 
available. • Check website for schedule and 
venue information Four-day passes ($129–
$799) • www.moontowercomedyfestival.com

25–May 6 Fusebox Festival
the Fusebox Festival is a contemporary 
art and performance festival. the festival’s 
mission is to serve as a catalyst of 
conversation, innovation, education, artist 
support and collaboration within the artist 
community. Featured artists include dayna 
Hanson, the duplicates, Gob squad, emily 
lacy and many more. • Check website for 
schedule information • the long Center  
for the Performing arts, 701 W. riverside 
drive • all-access pass ($125 before March 
25, $150 after); ViP pass ($500); individual 
tickets are also available   
www.fuseboxfestival.com

March
30–31 Austin Urban Music Festival
Boyz ii Men, Kenneth “Babyface” edmonds, 
CJ Hilton, Miguel, Melanie Fiona and more 
perform as part of the music festival. the 
concert event also features a fun zone for 
children, food vendors and a marketplace 
for products for sale. • Gates open at 3 
p.m. on Friday and at 11 a.m. on saturday; 
music lasts until 10:30 p.m. nightly • Friday 
adult admission ($25), child admission 
($5); saturday adult admission ($30), child 
admission ($5); children 6 and younger (free)  
auditorium shores, 950 W. riverside drive  
www.austinurbanmusicfestival.com 

31 –April 1 55th annual Zilker 
Garden Festival
the arrival of spring brings the 55th annual 
garden festival. Held at Zilker Botanical 
Garden, vendors from throughout Central 
texas will display a variety of plants, flowers, 
vegetables, herbs, pottery, jewelry, herbal 
products and additional items for attendees 
to purchase. the event also features a stage 
for live music, an interactive corner for 
children and a food court. • 10 a.m.–5 p.m. 
daily • adults ($8), children ages 4–12 ($4), 
parking ($5) • 2220 Barton springs road  
www.zilkergarden.org

April

12–14 Texas Burlesque Festival
the texas Burlesque Festival is a three-
day event that celebrates the revival of 
burlesque and vaudeville. the event hosts 
parties, performances, roundtable sessions 
and workshops for enthusiasts. the festival  
features appearance by Kitten deVille, ray 
Gunn of the stage door Johnnies, Kristina 
nekyia and more. attendees are advised to 
purchase reserved seats in advance as ticket 
prices will increase by $5 at the gate for any 
available seats. • Check website for schedule 
information • thursday advance purchase 
admission ($20), Friday and saturday advance 
purchase admission ($30) • the Marchesa,  
6226 Middle Fiskville road   
www.texasburlesquefestival.com

13 –15 11th annual Lonestar Rod and 
Kustom Round Up
What began as a small group of hot rods and 
custom car enthusiasts in a football  
field has transformed into a large car show 
and festival now held at the travis County 
expo Center. the event features hot rod 
displays, live music, food vendors, retailers, 
pinstripers and more. the event is open to 
owners of cars made before 1963. • Visit 
website for schedule and car registration 
information  admission ($10) • travis County 
expo Center, 7311 decker lane  
www.lonestarroundup.com

14–15 Art City Austin
each april, hundreds of juried, independent 
and emerging artists convene in downtown 
austin to showcase their work as part of art 
City austin, which is expected to attract more 

Online Calendar
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300 South Lamar, Suite N  •  Austin, TX 78704

512-614-6800

www.soladentalaustin.com

SoLa Dental  of  Austin
Eco-friendly Dentistry • Mercury-free Dentistry

Preventative Care • Implant Dentistry
Cosmetic Dentistry • Invisalign®

Thomas C. Gent, DDS, FICOI

WE ARE AUSTIN’S GREEN DENTAL PRACTICE.

TEXAS 
PERFORMING
ARTS
THE 2011-2012 SEASON

CELEBRATING
30 YEARS

Upcoming performances

2011-2012
PRESENTING SPONSOR

ROy hAyNES
FOuNTAIN OF yOuTh bANd
MARCH 30 | BAss ConCeRt HAll

uT JAZZ ORChESTRA WITh
JOhN CLAyTON
APRIl 14 | BAtes ReCItAl HAll

JOAN JONAS
MAY 4 & 5 | MCCUlloUGH tHeAtRe

MARy POPPINS
APRIl 10 - 15 | BAss ConCeRt HAll

LES MISÉRAbLES
MAY 29 - JUne 3 | BAss ConCeRt HAll

Photos: Joan Marcus, Deen van Meer,
Paula Court, Jimmy KatzTEXASPERFORMINGARTS.ORG | 800.982.BEVO

$10 Student
ticketS

available

a

To learn more visit StDavidsWomen.com.

Wednesday, April 18, 2012  ·  6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
St. David’s Medical Office Building, Classrooms B,C,D  ·  3000 N. IH 35

Speakers:  Dr. David Dodgin, Orthopedic Surgeon
Dr. Thomas Blevins, Endocrinology, Metabolism & IM

 Light refreshments will be served
Validated parking in Garage 2 – Accessed from 30th Street

Please RSVP to 512.478.3627

Free Seminar

Women,  
Osteoporosis &  
Joint Replacement
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City approves Trail of Lights 
Festival cosponsorship  

The Austin City Council approved a 
cosponsorship deal March 1 with the 
RunTex Foundation for the Trail of 
Lights Festival. The holiday event had 
been canceled for the last two years due 
to a lack of funding. The foundation 
would lead a fundraising campaign to 
cover all aspects of the event, which it 
estimates will cost at least $700,000.

Paul Carrozza of the RunTex Founda-
tion said the goal is to raise $500,000 
within the next three months from 
major corporations, businesses and 
individual donors.

Block 21 ranked among 
most eco-friendly buildings

Block 21, the building housing the W 
Hotel and Residences and the Austin 
City Limits Live studio at 200 Lavaca 
St., was awarded Leadership in Energy 
and Environmental Design (LEED) 
Silver Certification as well as a four-star 
rating in green building from Austin 
Energy on March 6. Beau Armstrong, 
chairman and CEO of Stratus Proper-
ties, the project’s developer, said achiev-
ing LEED certification was the goal 
from the start of the project, which was 
completed in 2010.

  Austin City Council
austin City Hall, 301 W. second st.
974-2497, www.ci.austin.tx.us/council

April 5, 12 and 26, 10 a.m.
City Council meetings are aired live on 
cable Channel 6 and webcast live at 
www.ci.austin.tx.us/channel6.

  Travis County 
Commissioners Court
314 11th st., austin 
854-9425, www.co.travis.tx.us/
commissioners_court 

Meetings are every tuesday at 9 a.m.

CitY notes

Council extends train service
On March 1, the Austin City Coun-

cil approved a $5.7 million interlocal 
agreement with the Capital Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority to extend the 
hours of the MetroRail Red Line service 
on weekends beginning March 23.

The expanded service allows trains to 
run every 60 minutes between 7 p.m. and 
midnight on Friday, and every 30 minutes 
between 4 p.m. and midnight on Satur-
day. While service on Friday will run to 
the Leander station, Saturday service will 
start and end at the Lakeline station.

Under the agreement, the City of Aus-
tin is paying for the service up front on a 
quarterly basis. Capital Metro will reim-
burse the city and is also responsible for 
costs associated with rail service outside 
the city limits.

The deal ends Jan. 1, 2014, when the 
option of a second term will be available.

By mutual agreement, Capital Metro 
may operate additional services during 
special events.

Austin officials shift vote  
on utility rate hike to May

The Austin City Council set a timeline 
March 1 detailing 11 work sessions to 
examine rate increase options for Austin 
Energy with a vote on a final plan pro-
jected for May 24.

City Council discussed a proposed 
interim 3.5 percent system-wide increase 
targeted to begin in June. The proposal 
was a result of the utility’s claim that if 
new rates were not in place by this sum-
mer, it would lose $77 million this year. 

However, AE General Manager Larry 
Weis told City Council the proposal 
would not be sufficient. He said the utility 
actually preferred no interim increase and 
for council to instead focus on working 
on a final rate plan.

On Feb. 22, council ordered a review of 
AE’s proposed revenue requirements. The 
results of the audit are expected in late 
April.

Austin

Meetings

Pedestrians and bike riders will soon be able to 
cross over Barton Creek in the MoPac corridor. 
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Bicycle and pedestrian 
bridges to be built over 
Barton Creek and Loop 360

 On March 8, the Austin City Council 
authorized the design and construction 
of bicycle and pedestrian bridges in the 
MoPac Expressway corridor over Barton 
Creek and Loop 360. The project would 
provide a 14-foot wide trail extending 
from Southwest Austin to downtown 
separated from MoPac. 

Construction of the project’s first 
phase, a larger bridge over Barton Creek, 
is slated to begin in November 2013, 
while construction on the second phase, 

a smaller bridge over Loop 360, is sched-
uled to begin in November 2014. The 
entire project’s expected completion date 
is December 2015 at a cost of more than 
$10 million.

Compiled by Mitzie Stelte

UT CAMPUS APARTMENTS

$500* OFF with this ad!

MANOR ROAD 
AREA APARTMENTS 
(512) 320-9955

2604 MANOR ROAD
www.house2604austin.com

ARCHWAYS
www.archwayaustin.com

SHADY OAKS
www.shadyoaksaustin.com

HOUSE 2500
www.house2500austin.com

ANCIENT OAKS
www.ancientoaksaustin.com

2604 MANOR ROAD

UT SHUTTLE STOP!

* DISCOUNT APPLIED TO FIRST FULL MONTH’S RENT 

WWW.ROSCOEPROPERTIES.COM

ALL PROPERTY 
LISTINGS:
CENTRAL AUSTIN
Century Square
www.centurysquareaustin.com

Delwood Station
www.delwoodstationaustin.com

Enfield Court
www.enfieldcourtaustin.com

Escala
www.escalaaustin.com

Townhollow
www.townhollowaustin.com

NORTH AUSTIN
Pecan Creek
www.pecancreekaustin.com

Shoal Creek North
www.shoalcreeknorthaustin.com

Bowman’s Walk
www.bowmanswalkapartments.com

Skyview Village
www.skyviewapartments.com

SOUTH AUSTIN
Hillside Place
www.hillsideplaceaustin.com

South Congress Commons
www.southcongresscommonsaustin.com

The Grove
www.thegrove78704.com

Tambaleo 2207
www.tambaleoaustin.com

The Establishment
www.theestablishmentaustin.com

The Enclave
www.theenclaveaustin.com

Saddle Creek
www.saddlecreekaustin.com
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By Mitzie Stelte
After years of debate, the Austin City 

Council unanimously passed a bag ban 
ordinance March 1 that covers both paper 
and plastic bags. The ban will begin in 
March 2013.

The ban is one of the broadest in the 
country to outlaw single-use bags, though 
retail checkout counter bags are not 
banned entirely. 

Customers will be allowed reusable bags 
from home or purchasable plastic bags 
that are at least four millimeters thick with 
handles, paper bags made of recycled con-
tent with handles or other types of reusable 
bags at prices set by the retailer.

Robin Scheider of the Texas Campaign 
for the Environment said this was the 
appropriate time to finally vote for a sched-
uled ban.

“This is a huge step to clean up our com-
munities across the planet,” Scheider said.

Council members made some modi-
fications to the proposal before passage, 
including the elimination of a transaction 
fee for disposable bags as well as doing 
away with a one-year transitional period.

Members also added an education cam-
paign on the new ban that is estimated to 
cost between $1.5 million and $2 million, 
according to Austin Resource Recovery 
Director Bob Gedert. 

There are a few exceptions to the ban, 
such as plastic bags used at dry cleaners, 
paper bags used in restaurants and dispos-
able bags provided by local food banks.

This is not the first time the city officials 
have taken steps to reduce single-use bags. 
In 2007, City Council ordered an evalu-
ation on strategies for limiting the use of 
non-compostable plastic bags and promot-
ing reusable ones.

In 2008, a voluntary initiative was insti-
tuted to cut the number of plastic bags that 
flowed into the waste stream by 50 percent, 
but the effort fell short.

“As we have seen over that four years, 
you kind of go back to old habits,” Coun-
cilman Mike Martinez stated last summer 
as ban efforts were revitalized. “We believe 

City officials approve 2013 bag ban
now it is time to move forward.”

According to Mayor Lee Leffingwell, 
Austin residents use about 263 million 
plastic bags every year, forcing the city to 
pay more than $800,000 per year in pollu-
tion and litter management costs.

“Single-use bags are both harmful to 
our environment and to our economy,” 
Leffingwell said. “The bags litter our riv-
ers and streams. They are harmful to our 
wildlife—and because most of them aren’t 
biodegradable—they are around forever.”

Several members of the public weighed 
in at stakeholder meetings and public 
hearings between August 2011 and March 
1 when a vote was taken, including many 
opponents.

Ronnie Volkening of the Texas Retail-
ers Association expressed concern about a 
lack of emphasis on recycling. A complete 
ban sends the message that “no collabora-
tive action on be taken to divert these bags 
from landfills,” he stated.

Mark Daniels of Hilex Poly, a national 
manufacturer and recycler of plastic bags, 
pointed to effects on low-income families.

“I believe most families would agree 
that they would much rather purchase 
their food than bags to take them home 
in,” he said.

Supporters were also vocal, including 
Kimberly Flores, who said her grandfather 
was one of the engineers who developed 
plastic bags in the 1970s at a time when an 
effort was being made to reduce the num-
ber of trees cut for paper bags.

“Four generations later, my son is say-
ing that it is really sad to see a plastic bag 
around a baby turtle’s neck,” Flores said.

“I have an inherited responsibility,”  
she added. “What my grandfather created, 
I would love to go full-circle and put an 
end to it.”

Councilman Chris Riley said cities 
such as San Francisco; Washington, D.C.; 
Portland, Ore.; and Brownsville have all 
enacted plastic bag bans that were not as 
controversial as people might think.

“Habits are changing, and families are 
adapting all across the country,” Riley said.

For more information, visit 
austintexas.gov/department/austin-resource-recovery

Bag Ban
Effective March 1, 2013

austin City Council passed a single-use bag 
ban March 1, though retail checkout counter 

bags are not banned entirely. Certain restrictions 
apply, including bag type, weight and content. 

there are also specified exemptions. 

Permitted bags

Reusable 
bags from 
home 

no cost

Paper bag  
made of  
recycled content 
with handles

retailer sets price 

Purchasable 
reusable bag 
from retailer 

retailer  
sets price

Plastic bag
4 mm. thick

with handles 

retailer sets price

Bag exemptions

Dry 
cleaners

Restaurants

(paper bags only)

Newspapers

Packages of 
multiple bags 

For use as garbage, 
pet waste or yard waste

Bags used to  
contain or wrap

Bulk items such as  
produce, nuts, grains, candy 

or small hardware items

Frozen foods, meat or fish

Flowers or potted plants 

unwrapped prepared foods 
or bakery goods

Pharmacies, 
veterinarians

(paper bags only)

Refresh Your Spirit. 
Begin Anew. Grow With Us.

Join us for Easter Sunday.

HOLY COMMUNION
7:30am, 9:00am, 9:10am, 
11:15am and 5:00pm

CHORAL COMPLINE
9:00pm

EASTER WORSHIP TIMES
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Lakeway
512.263.7997

Westlake
512.328.3939

Northwest Hills
512.343.6565

Farm & Ranch
800.781.5330

 AMERICAN LUXURY

ESTATESAND
800-282-3939

www.turnquistpartners.com 

Follow us on Twitter  |  www.twitter.com/movetoaustin

Oasis
512.266.9130

7028 Cielo Azul
4 bd / 5.5 bath / $1,850,000

Whitney Newton  512.516.5730

12508 Ruthdale Drive - Dallas
4 bd / 4 bath / $449,000 

Linda Dittoe  512.947-6400

1821 Westlake Drive #135
3 bd / 2.5  bath / $350,000

Desmond Milvenan  512.294.4740

57 St. Stephens School Rd
5 bd / 4.5 bath / $2,350,000

Robin Hammond  512.423.6000

1710 Mount Larson Road
5 bd / 4.5 bath / $1,695,000

Kathryn Scarborough Bechtol  512.970.1355

4720 Rockcli�  Road #3
5 bd / 5 bath / $2,150,000

Michele Turnquist  512.431.1121

6516 Distant View Drive
3 bd / 2 bath / $619,999

Shannon Schmitz  512.426.9069

6312 Ayres Drive
4 bd / 3 Full & 3 half bath / $2,400,000

Laurel Prats  512.636.7579

148 Woodland Trail
4 bd / 3 bath / $700,000

Rick Payton  512.484.4501

9
m 

Visit our Magazine online at
www.turnquistale.com

8816 Calera Drive
4 bd / 4.5 bath / $1,300,000 

Cheryl Albanese  512.923.7122
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Proposed projects in downtown Austin
The City of Austin identified several needs in its urban core.
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Waller Creek/Trail  
Streambank stabilization, 
revegatation, lighting and signage

Austin Police  
Department headquarters 
New expanded facility

East Sixth Street 
Widen sidewalks, add site 
furniture and parallel parking

Congress Avenue
Pedestrian, bicycle, 
automobile and 
transit mobility 
improvements

Great Streets Program projects 
Widen sidewalks, roadway 
improvements, utility relocation

$72 million for all projects

Fire Station No. 1
Renovations and a new fire/EMS 
headquarters building

s
ab

in
e 

s
t.

neWs rePort

By Sara Behunek
City of Austin staff have identified  

$1.5 billion in capital improvement projects, 
or enhancements to roads and buildings, 
and now it is up to a 15-member citizen 
task force to parse through and prioritize 
the projects for a bond package that could 
go before voters in November. 

Projects in Central Austin that ranked 
high based on a scoring matrix used by city 
staff include infrastructure upgrades, such 
as new wheelchair lifts, at the Austin His-
tory Center and replacing Austin Central 
Fire Station No. 1 at 401 E. 5th St. with a 
new Austin Fire Department and EMS 
headquarters. The Bond Election Advisory 
Task Force is using the city-appropriated 
score to inform the selection process, but it 
is not the only factor, Capital Planning Offi-
cer Mike Trimble said. 

The task force has also been instructed 
to choose projects based on greatest need, 
timing and those that further the vision set 
out in the city’s new comprehensive plan, 
Imagine Austin, which is still in the works 
but would likely go before City Council for 
approval in spring. 

City pinpoints $1.5B in improvements
Bond task force to sort through, identify priority projects 

Members of the task force were recently 
assigned to committees—such as transpor-
tation and mobility and affordable hous-
ing—and are going to come up with pack-
ages worth $400 million, $300 million and 
$200 million, Trimble said.

The size of the bond package, as well as 
other projects in need of funding that coun-
cil is considering placing on the Novem-
ber ballot, such as an urban rail network 
for downtown Austin, will determine the 
increase to property taxes. According to 
Capital Planning Office staff, if the city 
issued $500 million in bonds it would result 
in a 1 cent increase to taxes in the 2014 and 
2015 fiscal years.

The Capital Planning Office will host a 
community workshop March 31 at Ander-
son High School, 8403 Mesa Drive, from 
2–4 p.m. where residents may provide input 
on which projects should be included.

The task force is expected to present  the 
packages to Austin City Council in May. A 
full list of projects can be downloaded at 
www.austintexas.gov/bonddevelopment.

Comment at impactnews.com

Proposed citywide projects
These initiatives affect residents in all areas of Austin:

Austin Transportation Department

Arterial congestion and crash risk mitigation through technology and physical modification of existing roadways 
and intersections, City of Austin and TxDOT partnership projects, I-35 improvements and traffic-calming programs

Parks and recreation

Building renovations; improvements to park roads and lots; trail development and repair; multimodal opportuni-
ties; general park improvements and renovations; maintenance of greenbelts and preserves; land acquisitions; 
recreational facility improvements; and sustainability improvements including community gardens, urban 
agriculture and recycling

Public works

Bridge rehabilitation; new lane striping, bike stencils and signs for city bikeways; improvements to sidewalks, 
ramps, curbs and gutters in line with the city’s sidewalks master plan; street reconstruction program that 
addresses a complete street concept; bike master plan–supported projects; and open space acquisition

Austin Fire Department

Fire station driveway replacements

Austin Police Department

Hangar and maintenance space for air operations unit

General facilities

911 dispatch center expansion at the Combined Trans-
portation, Emergency and Communications Center

Economic growth and  
redevelopment services

Small business development program facility

Design and construct sidewalks as identified through the 
neighborhood planning process

Neighborhood housing and  
community development

Creation of housing affordability program$2.6M

$74M

$2M
$102.6M

$3.1M

$75M

$16.5M

$40.5M

$78M

$18M

$76M

$13.5M

$95.3M

$197M

Planning and development review

7200 North MoPac Expressway

Suite #307 • Austin, TX 78731

512-436-4933  |  www.carolynhydemd.com

Darryl B. Thomas, MD, Orthopaedic Surgeon, Fellowship-trained 
Sports Medicine Specialist, has recently left Scott & White 
Healthcare - Round Rock to join the private orthopaedic practice 
of Carolyn M. Hyde, MD, PA, effective March 1st, 2012. 

Serving as a college and high school team physician, Dr. Thomas specializes in the care of athletic injuries 
at any age including knee cartilage restoration, meniscus repair & transplantation, ligament reconstruction, 
shoulder stabilization, and all-arthroscopic rotator cuff repair.  He also performs joint-sparing surgery of the 
knee and shoulder including re-alignment osteotomies, limited, partial, and complete joint replacements.  

He accepts all major insurance plans including Medicare and Tricare.
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PolitiCs

By Mitzie Stelte
Texas’ long-awaited primary date could still be in jeop-

ardy due to controversy over the former district of U.S. 
Rep. Lloyd Doggett, D-Austin.

The San Antonio federal court issued an order  
March 1 setting the primary elections for May 29 and the 
runoff election date for July 31 with a reopening of candi-
date filing March 2–9.

The order was issued two days after the San Antonio 
court released interim congressional and state House maps, 
and approved the state Senate map agreed upon Feb. 15 by 
Texas Attorney General Greg Abbott and state Sen. Wendy 
Davis, D-Fort Worth. Failure to reach agreements on all 
redistricting maps by mid-February pushed back the April 
primary to May 29.

The interim maps resemble the Feb. 6 compromise plan 
between Abbott and the Texas Latino Redistricting Task 
Force though the compromise had been quickly rejected 
by the San Antonio court, as it lacked support from several 
minority advocacy groups.

As in Abbott’s plan, the court-ordered congressional 
map would make half of Texas’ four new congressional 
seats Hispanic-controlled, including the newly created 
District 35, the former district of Doggett spanning from 
Austin to San Antonio.

Furthermore, the map resembles the original one drawn 

Controversy surrounding Rep. Doggett’s district could delay state primary

Redistricting maps: Central Texas 

The San Antonio federal court released the interim Congressional 
map Feb. 28 dividing Travis County into five districts.

The San Antonio federal court released the interim state House map 
Feb. 28, preserving many of Travis and Williamson counties’ districts 
drawn in the original map from the state Legislature.

The San Antonio federal court approved the interim state Senate map 
Feb. 28, which was agreed upon Feb. 15 by Texas Attorney General 
Greg Abbott and state Sen. Wendy Davis, D-Fort Worth.

by the Republican-led Legislature that divided Travis 
County into five districts, cutting at Doggett’s support 
base by reconfiguring his current district, District 25, and 
creating District 35 out of his former one. After the release 
of the San Antonio maps, Doggett stated he would run in 
District 35.

But most minority groups maintain District 25 is a 
coalition district and, therefore, protected under the Vot-
ing Rights Act. Margaret Moran, League of United Latin 
American Citizens national president, issued a statement 
March 1 expressing concern over the maps, including the 
changes in Travis County.

“Obviously the interim maps need more work. We 
hope that the D.C. court will deny Texas preclearance,” 
Moran said. “LULAC will continue to fight for a redis-
tricting map that fully reflects the growth of the Texas 
Latino population.”

A U.S. federal court in Washington, D.C.—charged with 
approving the maps—requested information from TLRTF, 
which has claimed that “Anglo voters dominate the Demo-
cratic primary” in District 25, so protection is not required. 
The court began review of that information March 13.

According to Steve Bickerstaff, adjunct law professor 
at The University of Texas School of Law, the primary 
would be delayed if the D.C. court agrees District 25 needs 
protection, but the procedure does not allow enough time 

source: texas legislative Council

to make changes by March 31, the deadline to have maps in 
place to uphold the May 29 date.

However, Bickerstaff said there are several scenarios 
that would avoid delay. He said the D.C. court could rule 
no changes are needed, or if it opts for changes, the U.S. 
Supreme Court could become involved.

“If the D.C. court concludes that CD 25 is protected, I 
think the state would seek a stay from the Supreme Court 
to leave the plan in place,” Bickerstaff said.

A third possibility, which he believes may be most likely 
in the event the D.C. court has objections, would be the San 
Antonio court deciding the district dispute is too disrup-
tive to the 2012 elections.

“The San Antonio court might plead it will make the 
changes in some time frame, but not necessarily for this 
election,” he explained.

Lawsuits have halted the enactment of the state Legisla-
ture’s maps—which were not precleared by the federal gov-
ernment—originally delaying the primaries from March 6 
to April 3. The U.S. Supreme Court rejected maps in Janu-
ary drawn by the San Antonio court, instructing them to 
redraw the maps to more closely resemble the state’s plan.
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For continuing Community Impact Newspaper  
coverage of redistricting, visit impactnews.com

U.S. Congressional map Texas State House of Representatives map Texas State Senate map

We’Ve BeeN WORKING ON THe RaILROaD. 
aMONG OTHeR THINGs.

MetroRail has taken off in a big way —rail ridership more than doubled last year, with rush-hour ridership 

at capacity. And our progress continues: expect shorter travel times, more rush-hour seating, increased 

midday service, enhanced schedules, and additional weekend and evening 

event service coming soon. Find more information online at capmetro.org/progress. Dr i v in g  p ro g re s s.

METRO-0431 PROGRESS_10x3_V1.indd   2 2/23/12   2:28 PM
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austin’s #1 home search website

HIGHLANDS
5106 Caswell Ave
4 BD 2 BA  1,455 SQ FT
Listed by Matt Prewett
MLS#  C5925285

THE LYRIC CONDOS
1504 Collier St #6 
3 BD 3 BA  2,333 SQ FT
Listed by Vince Heinz
MLS#  C6928339

TRAVIS HEIGHTS
1605 Travis Heights Blvd
3 BD 2.5 BA  2,900 SQ FT
Listed by Patty Johns
MLS#  C5708569

TARRYTOWN
2407 Bridle Path
3 BD 2.5 BA  2,532 SQ FT
Listed by Lockie Ealy
MLS#  C6027813

MOUNT BONNELL SHORES
5320 Tortuga Trl
4 BD 4 BA  3,634 SQ FT
Listed by Caren Upshaw
MLS#  C3028917

NORTH LOOP
911 E 49th St
2 BD 1 BA  1,019 SQ FT
Listed by Lisa Muñoz
MLS#  C4757467

HYDE PARK
4902 Avenue F
2 BD 1 BA  1,050 SQ FT
Listed by Tammy Young
MLS#  C9613200

BARTON HILLS 
2107 Melridge Pl #B
2 BD 2 BA  1,381 SQ FT
Listed by Jen Butel
MLS#  C4049247

NORTH LOOP
946 E 50th St
3 BD 2.5 BA  1,810 SQ FT
Listed by Carolyn Watts
MLS#  C3644629

FOR INSTANT PRICE AND INFO – EMAIL: mls@realtyaustin.com SUBJECT: (MLS ID provided in listing)

ALLANDALE
6127 Janey Dr
3 BD 3 BA  3,369 SQ FT
Listed by Brandon Faught
MLS#  C3267421

WEST CAMPUS   
2801 Rio Grande St #102 
2 BD 2 BA  816 SQ FT
Listed by Michael Said
MLS#  C8841518

360 CONDOS
360 Nueces St # 3611
2 BD 2 BA  1,280 SQ FT
Listed by Denise Bodman
MLS#  C8251051

don’t leave buying or selling your home to chance.
When the stakes are high, play with the best. We have the winning strategy, 
and the scorecard to prove it. Our website is the #1 online resource for home 
searches, with the most visitors and listing exposure in Austin. We’ve also launched 
a game-changing new site with even faster ways to find what you’re looking for. 
Don’t just leave your biggest investment to the roll of the dice. Team up with 
Austin’s finest. We’ve handpicked 120 top-producing agents, so our clients get 
specialized expertise, faster sales, and top dollar for their listings. We know every 
inch of Austin – that’s because we’re Realty Austin, born and bred here. Visit 
realtyaustin.com, or call our Central Austin Real Estate Team at 512.551.1114. It’s 
your move – now, let’s make that move together.

realty austin office locations

Downtown
1209 W. 5th St, Suite 300, Austin, TX 78703

Westlake
6806 Bee Cave Rd, Austin, TX 78746

Lakeway—Opening May 1st!
2418 RR 620 South, Lakeway, TX 78738www.realtyaustin.com  •  512.551.1114

PE
NDING
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CoFFee WitH iMPaCt

Lamar Smith
U.S. House of Representatives, R-District 21
By Andrea Leptinsky

Rep. Lamar Smith, R-District 21, was first elected to the U.S. House of Representatives 
in 1986. Smith serves as a member of several congressional committees, including the 
Homeland Security Committee. He also is a member of the Committee on Science, 
Space, and Technology, which oversees renewable energy policies; the Subcommittee 
on Research and Science Education; the Subcommittee on Technology and Innovation; 
and the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA). He is also the first 
Republican chairman of the House Judiciary Committee from Texas. 

In 1980, Smith won the 57th District state representative race, and two years later, he 
was elected to serve as the Precinct 3 commissioner of Bexar County. 

District 21, as it is currently organized, includes portions of Bexar and Travis coun-
ties and all of Comal, Real, Kerr, Bandera, Kendall and Blanco counties. The district’s 
population is about 700,000.

When talking about redistricting Texas to 
accommodate four new districts, is it the 
one vote that really matters, or is it the 
political structure that’s at hand?

I think it’s a combination of both. And 
this is not widely known necessarily, but 
if there is a net change in the U.S. House 
of Representatives by 25 seats—if there 
is a net loss among the Republicans of 
just 25 seats—you’re back to [Democratic 
Party] Speaker Pelosi. So it does have some 
impact on who may possibly control the 
House. My own guess is that control of the 
House is not going to come down to two 
votes, and it may not make any difference, 
but you never know.

What effect will Texas’ delayed primary 
have on the presidential election?

If we held the earlier primary three 
months roughly before the May 29 date, 
that would have enhanced the influence of 
Texas in the nominating process. By the 
end of May, I think the Republicans will 
likely know who the nominee is by then, 
so Texas might have less of an influence. 
But it has now been decided by the state 
Republican party, and I suspect by the state 
Democratic party as well, that the delegates 
to the national convention are not going to 
be chosen in the primary. So it will be the 
type of primary where you don’t choose 
the delegates—a beauty pageant.

Have you endorsed a candidate?
I supported Mitt Romney four years 

ago, so it was not a surprise that I would 
endorse him this year as well, and I’m 
comfortable with that.

You recently pulled back the Stop Online 
Piracy Act, saying you wanted to reach 
a better agreement on its suggested 
solution. Do you still support SOPA?

Well, SOPA is not going to rise again 
in its current form. I do think we have to 
address the current concerns. I still feel 
there is a serious problem with online 
piracy. And a lot of folks in Austin will 
agree, whether they are musicians who 

see their recordings stolen and down-
loaded for free … there are a lot of 
individuals who are hurt by online piracy. 
But there was also a lot of misinformation 
about this particular piece of legislation. 
The language of the bill clearly limited 
our concerns to foreign websites primar-
ily engaged in illegal activity. When we 
would get calls at the office about ‘You’re 
getting ready to shut down Facebook,’ 
or ‘You’re getting ready to stop Google,’ 
… no one had really made a clear dis-
tinction between domestic websites and 
foreign websites primarily engaged in 
illegal activity. And we were simply over-
whelmed by that misinformation.
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Rep. Lamar Smith, R-District 21 (left), discusses redistricting, online piracy and the issues Texas will face 
as a result of its delayed primary date with Community Impact Newspaper Publisher John Garrett.

*APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Rate is NOT available on loans already financed with UFCU, is based on 55 to 75 month term and includes 
up to a 1.50% rate discount for Membership Rewards. Your rate may be higher or lower based on your credit, the term of your loan and 
Membership Rewards. Visit ufcu.org for complete Membership Rewards criteria.

Federally insured by NCUA

Auto Loans 
As Low As 

2.15% APR*

Don’t miss out on the great 
rates and benefits of UFCU’s 
Spring Auto Loan Promotion: 

• One low rate for both new and  
used auto loans

• Up to 100% loan financing and 
flexible terms

• UFCU Locate-to-Order  
Automotive - our no hassle,  
no haggle vehicle locating service

• Auto insurance savings - ask us 
for a free quote!

Take advantage of UFCU’s low auto 

loan rates on your next vehicle 

purchase, or refinance an auto loan 

from another lender. Ask us how, 

apply at wheels101.com or call 

(512) 498-CARS.

Comm Impact_Auto Promo_3-12.indd   1 3/19/12   11:50 AM
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I’m a great catch
We go for long periods without rain in Austin. But when it does rain, 
it pours! Why not catch all that wonderful water to use later? 

Rainwater harvesting systems are a great way to catch and store 
water for later use around your property. Austin Water can help 
with rebates for installing rainwater harvesting systems on your 
property. Learn more about rainwater harvesting and other water 
saving ideas at WaterWiseAustin.org

WaterWiseAustin.org

Austin           Japan           France           Spain           Chile           Germany           Argentina           Korea           Scotland           Mexico

Academically challenging. Personally rewarding. Professionally invigorating. 
With two locations in Austin and partner universities in nine countries, St. Edward’s University will prepare you to make a difference in your world. 
Offering 12 graduate degree programs. www.stedwards.edu/masters or call 512-492-3131.

Suzanne Bonifaz ’12   MBA in Digital Media Management. TV production coordinator, aspiring TV and film producer. 
Member of the St. Edward’s team that won the Jackson® National Life Social Media Business Plan Challenge. 

Take on your world.TM

Earn a graduate degree
that challenges you to make a difference.
And see the difference it makes in you.
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 43% Bar, club

 18% Retail

 15% Restaurant

 9% Office

 6% Vacant

 3% Residence

 1% Commercial bank

 1% Government office

 1% Hotel

 1% Industry and manufacturing

 1% Museum and theater

 1% Private/public school/ 
  college and university
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East Sixth Street District

going on up there because eventually it’ll 
trickle down to Austin.”

Such was the case with the January open-
ing of Easy Tiger, a restaurant concept 
located at 709 E. Sixth St. Easy Tiger is a 
product of the 24 Diner group and is headed 
by restaurateur Scott Hentschel. He said the 
DAA approached him about opening a new 
restaurant along East Sixth Street, and at 
first, he refused. 

“We had zero interest in Sixth Street when 
our representative from the DAA came by,” 
Hentschel said. “She was very convincing, 
though, and we decided to go check it out. 
We got there and saw how beautiful the 
space was, saw what an unbelievable loca-
tion it had along Waller Creek and instantly 
got excited about it. We knew we were get-
ting in there at the perfect time.”

Alamo Drafthouse founder Tim League’s 
Midnight Cowboy Cocktail Lounge—which 

officially opened March 9—was built in the 
old Midnight Cowboy oriental massage par-
lor at 313 E. Sixth St. The lounge is based 
off New York City’s speakeasy concept, as it 
only has space for about 15 customers. The 
nook offers cocktails and hand-cut ice—all 
put together tableside.

League took advantage of what East Sixth 
Street has so much of to offer—an untouched 
historic presence, Alexander said.

“Tim didn’t want to take too much out 
of the building because there’s something 
interesting about this really tiny, small build-
ing that has a lot of secrets,” Alexander said.

Looking back at history
Although East Sixth Street remained a 

bustling thoroughfare from its inception in 
the 19th century until the early 1960s, it was 
its quick decline in the ’60s and ’70s, due 
to businesses leaving for suburban Austin, 
that helped solidify the district as the his-
toric entertainment destination it is today. 
According to the DAA, because the decline 

happened so quickly, very few of the build-
ings were renovated to be brought into cur-
rent architectural styles. 

Because East Sixth Street is a national 
historic district, 65 percent of the buildings 
that were on the street before 1900 are still in 
place today. Even so, with the decline came 
cheap rent and the chance for entrepreneurs 
to create quick bar and music destinations.

It’s the history of this part of Sixth Street 
that has the DAA working to revitalize it 
into a diverse entertainment experience.

“I think it’s about an evolution. It took 
30 years to get East Sixth Street to what it 
is today, and it will take 10 years to get it 
to its next place,” Alexander said, adding 
that the city’s streetscapes project, which is 
anticipated to go before voters as part of the 
city’s bond referendum in November, will 
help fund road improvements and widen 
sidewalks.

The completion of the 
Waller Creek Master Plan, 
which will remove land from 

the area’s 100-year flood plain, will also 
allow more room for the private sector to 
further enhance the area, she said.

“We hope to fund the next iteration of 
the infrastructure because when the current 
infrastructure was done, it was completed 
prior to some of the crowds that we have 
currently,” Alexander said.

Moving forward
The DAA has already seen some success 

in creating a more diverse, 18-hour family 
experience on the strip. Since its recruiting 
effort began, the Alamo Drafthouse Ritz was 
built, the Old School Bar & Grill opened its 
doors and Mexican restaurant El Sol Y La 
Luna set up shop. But still, there is more to 
be done, Alexander says. 

“One of the cool things about East Sixth 
is that it’s local,” she said. “There are a few 
national retailers here, but it’s a real local 
street. That’s what makes it interesting to us.”

Comment at impactnews.com

Transforming the makeup of ‘Dirty Sixth’

Due to a decline in the area 40 years ago, East Sixth Street experienced a surge in easy-to-open bars and watering 
holes. To this day, the street, located between Congress Avenue and I-35, comprises mostly bars and clubs, while some 
school, restaurant, retail and government offices have also taken up residence.

Source: Downtown Austin Alliance

Waller Creek

Karavel Shoes
(Central Austin)

5525 Burnet Road
Austin, TX 78756
512-459-7603

karavelshoes.com

New Balance
Round Rock

201 University Oaks
Blvd. #790

Round Rock, TX 78665
512-610-3990

**No purchase required.

Happy 75th
Anniversary,

Karavel Shoes!
We’re celebrating our 75th with

savings and amazing giveaways
from 3/15-5/28. Save $7.50 on

every $100 spent. Plus, enter for 
giveaways. Like us on Facebook

or �ll out an entry form
in any of our 4 stores. WIN!

Gift Cards!
And more!

* Ecco & Naot not included.

*

**

Now
Open!

Now
Open!

Karavel Shoes
(South Austin)

Southpark Meadows
Shopping Center
9900 S. IH-35, P-150

Austin, TX 78748
512-615-9000

New Balance
South Austin

Southpark Meadows
Shopping Center
9900 S. IH-35, P-100

Austin, TX 78748
512-615-4600

SAVE!
in all 4 of

our stores!

FourAMAZINGstores!

WIN!
Trips! Shoes!

Shopping
spree!

UNBEATABLEservice &selection!
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By Eric Nagurney and Mitzie Stelte
Design/illustration by Lisa Rehbein

Gardening 
supplies
Austin Landscape Supplies
5317 south i-35
930-2311
www.austinlandscapesupplies.com

Geo Growers
12002 W. Hwy. 290
288-4405
www.geogrowers.net

The Natural Gardener
8648 old Bee Caves road
288-6113
www.naturalgardeneraustin.com

Red Barn Garden Center
12881 Pond springs road
335-8093
www.redbarngardencenter.net

Farmers  
markets
6701 Burnet Road Market
6701 Burnet road
4–8 p.m. thursday
9 a.m.–1 p.m. saturday
www.6701burnetroadmarket.com 

Barton Creek Farmers Market
MoPac and s. Capital of texas Hwy.
saturdays
9 a.m.–1 p.m.
www.bartoncreekfarmersmarket.org

SFC Downtown Market
400 W. Guadalupe
saturdays
9 a.m.–1 p.m. (september –april)
8:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m. (May–august)
www.sfcfarmersmarket.org

SFC Triangle Market
4600 W. Guadalupe
Wednesdays
4–8 p.m. (March–september)
3–7 p.m. (october–February)
www.sfcfarmersmarket.org

Since its beginning in 1953 as the 
Men’s Garden Club of Austin, the Gar-
den Club of Austin has been an institu-
tion in the city’s gardening community.

Each month, the group meets at the 
Zilker Botanical Garden (2220 Bar-
ton Springs Road) to discuss subjects 
such as gardening practices, varieties 
of plants, garden design and garden 
preparation. During most months, the 
group holds meetings at 7 p.m. on the 
fourth Thursday of the month. To avoid 
conflicting with holidays, the club has 
its November and December meet-
ings on the third and second Thursday, 
respectively.

“The Garden Club of Austin has 110 
active and life members,” Vice Presi-
dent Laura Josephs said. “Many [of 
our] members belong to several garden 
clubs as well as the Master Gardeners  
Association.”

In addition to its meetings, the club 
is a volunteer organization. Josephs said 
the group is currently working to design 
and build a woodland shade garden at 
the Zilker Botanical Garden. 

Individuals interested in joining the 
club can find more information at  
http://thegardenclubofaustin.org.

Austin Area Begonia Society
Fourth Sunday of each month • 2 p.m.

Austin Bonsai Society
Second Wednesday of each month • 7 p.m.
www.austinbonsaisociety.com

Austin Cactus & Succulent Society
Third Thursday of each month • 7:30 p.m.
www.austincss.com

Austin Daylily Society
First Thursday of each month • 7 p.m.
(except december, January, June 
and July)
www.austindaylily.org

Austin Herb Society
First Tuesday of each month • 9:30 a.m.
(except august)

Austin Organic Gardeners
Second Monday of each month • 7 p.m.
www.austinorganicgardeners.com

Austin Rose Society
Third Tuesday of each month • 7:30 p.m.
www.austinrosesociety.org

First Austin African Violet Society
Fourth Wednesday of each month • 9:30 a.m.
www.faavs.org

Heart o’ Texas Orchid Society
First Tuesday of each month • 7 p.m.
www.hotos.org

Texas Bamboo Society
Third Saturday of each month • 10 a.m.
www.bamboocentral.org

Travis County Master Garden 
Association
First Wednesday of each month • 7 p.m.
www.tcmastergardeners.org

Violet Crown Garden Club
Fourth Thursday of each month • 9:30 a.m.
www.violetcrowngardenclub.org

Garden Club of Austin
Zilker Botanical Gardens, 2220 Barton springs road

grow
gardening resources

Feed 
shops
Buck Moore Feed & Pet Supply
5237 n. lamar Blvd.
451-3469
www.buckmoorefeed.com 

Callahan’s General Store
501 Bastrop Hwy.
385-3452
www.callahansgeneralstore.com

The Feed Station
9120 W. Hwy. 290
301-7788
www.jensfeedstation.com

J&B Feed & Hay
12303 edgebrook drive
282-4640
www.jnbfeednhayaustin.com

Nurseries
Barton Springs Nursery
3601 Bee Caves road
328-6655
www.bartonspringsnursery.net

Great Outdoors Nursery
2730 s. Congress ave.
448-2992
www.gonursery.com

Sledd Nursery
1211 W. lynn st.
478-9977
www.sleddnursery.com

Green ‘n Growing
601 W. Pecan st.
251-3262
www.greengrowing.com

It’s About Thyme
11726 Manchaca road
280-1192
www.itsaboutthyme.com

garden clubs

(all clubs at Zilker Botanical Gardens, 2220 Barton springs road)

It’s time to

A spring gardening and urban farming guide 
Gardening season has arrived, and while many austinites will be planting 
traditional vegetable gardens and flowerbeds, the trend of urban farms is on 
the rise. Whether the trend is spurred by concern for their budget, health, the 
environment or a mix of factors, city dwellers have realized they can get in 
on the act of growing their own fresh, sustainable food. Fortunately, austin 
offers a variety of resources from community gardens and clubs to events and 
suppliers to guide both the urban farmer and the traditional gardener alike.
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Sunshine Community Gardens
4814 sunshine drive

Funky Chicken Coop Tour  
April 7

With approximately 3 acres of land, 
Sunshine Community Gardens stands 
out among the more than 30 commu-
nity gardens in the Austin area.

“There are a lot of community gar-
dens [in the area], and gardens live or 
die by how well the folks cooperate and 
use their pools of knowledge,” volunteer 
Randy Thompson said. “We have a big 
piece of property and several gardeners 
who have been here a long time.”

Originally opened in 1979, Sunshine 
Community Gardens moved to its cur-
rent location at 4815 Sunshine Drive on 
a plot of land owned by the Texas School 
for the Blind and Visually Impaired in 
the mid-1990s. The school uses the gar-
den as part of its horticultural program, 
providing vocational and technical 
training for the students. 

In addition to a community garden, 
the organization is a 501(c)3 nonprofit. 
Each Friday, the gardens donate excess 
produce to Micah 6, a food bank formed 
by 12 local churches.

The garden has more than 200 plots 
with each gardener receiving a 20-foot 
by 20-foot plot with membership. 
Waiting lists for plots are typically 70 
people. For more information, visit  
www.sunshinecommunitygarden.org.

The fourth annual self-guided 
Funky Chicken Coop Tour, held by the 
nonprofit organization Urban Poultry 
Association of Texas Inc., aims to show 
city residents how chicken coops can 
produce inexpensive, healthy and sus-
tainable food.

The event’s organizer, Michelle Her-
nandez, said the tour has grown every 
year since 2009. It drew 1,300 visitors 
last year.

Hernandez said she began raising 
chickens in 2008 after touring a local 
urban farm and learning not only the 
merits of raising your own food, but also 
that it didn’t seem difficult. After a lot 
of research, she and her husband began 
with just a few chickens but now have 
three guineas and eight chickens.

“You see someone else doing it and 
realize it’s not that hard,” she said. “It’s 
been exciting.”

Hernandez attributes the growing 
interest in sustainable living to more 
mainstream awareness in the virtues of 
knowing where your food comes from 
as opposed to buying packaged food. 

The tour runs April 7 from 10 a.m.– 
4 p.m. Maps are $10 each and can be 
shared. For more information or to 
pre-purchase maps online, visit  
http://fccooptour.blogspot.com.

Alamo Community Garden 
2101 alamo st.

Blackshear Neighborhood Garden 
2011 e. ninth st.

Clarksville Community Garden 
1705 Waterston st.

Deep Eddy Organic Garden
300½ atlanta drive

Deloney Street Community Garden
1368 deloney st.

Eastside Baptist Church  
Community Garden 
4200 northeast drive

Faith Church Community Garden
15512 old Hickory Blvd.

Good Soil Community Garden 
1190 Chicon st.

Homewood Heights Community Garden 
2606 sol Wilson ave.

Hyde Park Community Garden 
610 e. 45th st.

Kenny Dorham’s Backyard 
1106 e. 11th st.

Lifeworks Community Garden 
2001 Chicon st.

Lifeworks South
6114 s. First st.

Manchaca United Methodist Garden
1011 FM 1626

MLK Jr. Community Garden
3701 e. Martin luther King Jr. Blvd.

Montopolis Community Garden
1417 Montopolis drive

New Day Community Garden
2215 e.M. Franklin ave.

Parker Community Garden
2105 Parker lane

Quilombo Community Garden
5606 Harold Court

Reagan High School Community Garden
7104 Berkman drive

UT Concho
2108 Concho st.

Windsor Park
5801 Westmister drive

Yellow Bike
1216 Webberville road

community gardens
community events

March 31
“Vegfest”
11 a.m.–6 p.m.
Fiesta Gardens
2101 Jesse e. segovia st.
www.texasvegfest.com

March 31–April 1 
Zilker Garden Fest 
10 a.m.–5 p.m.
Zilker Botanical Garden
2220 Barton springs road
www.zilkergarden.org/about/events/
ZGF2012/zgf.html

April 7
Mayfield Park Gardening Symposium 
“Trowel & Error”
9:30 a.m.–1 p.m. 
Mayfield Park and Preserve
3505 W. 35th st.
http://mayfieldpark.org/page14.php

April 14
Cultivate Your Backyard Birds 
Seminar 
10 a.m.–noon
Hampton Branch library
5125 Convict Hill road
www.tcmastergardeners.org/calendar.html

East Austin Garden Fair 
10 a.m.–2 p.m.
Zaragoza recreation Center
2608 e. Gonzales st.
http://centraltexashorticulture.blogspot.
com/2012/03/east-austin-garden-fair-
april-14th.html

April 15
East Austin Urban Tour 
1–5 p.m.
Boggy Creek, Hausbar, rain lily and 
springdale Farms
www.kristisfarmtotable.com/ai1ec_event/
east-austin-urban-farm-tour/ 
?instance_id=

April 19
How to Construct Compost Bins 
Seminar 
10 a.m.–noon
travis County agrilife extension office
1600-B smith road
www.tcmastergardeners.org

April 28
Heart O’ Texas Orchid Society’s 41st 
Annual Show & Sale 
10 a.m.– 5 p.m.
austin area Garden Center
Zilker Park Botanical Garden
www.zilkergarden.org/about/events/
index.html
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As of March 23, the combined storage 
of lakes Buchanan and Travis was 959,445 
acre-feet of water. On average, the lakes sit 
at 1.67 million acre-feet of water. Although 
recent rains have helped the lakes to rise, 
it is not enough to take the region out of 
danger, stakeholders say.

“What you need to think about with this 
drought is that all it’s really done is put into 
very sharp focus the fact that there are an 
enormous number of people sharing a very 
fixed resource,” said Laura Huffman, Texas 
state director of The Nature Conservancy, 
during a January water use and manage-
ment panel hosted by local nonprofit group 
Leadership Austin. “As water is the No. 1 
issue facing the world, it is easily the No. 1 
issue facing the state of Texas.”

A cause for concern
About 97 percent of Earth’s water is salty 

and 2.5 percent is locked in ice, Huffman 
said, adding that “we are fueling the entire 
planet with the half percent that is left.”

And while Texas has a water plan that 
outlines how its water supply should be 
used and managed in the coming years, 
state government has yet to devote funding 
to the plan to implement it. This is a huge 
hurdle the state will continue to encounter 
as it plans for the demand it will place on its 
resources, she said. 

“The state’s water plan is a $53 billion 
unfunded list of projects and ideas at this 
point,” Huffman said. “The thing that [we] 
are most concerned with is that the plan 
says 25 percent of our future water supply 
is going to come from conservation. It’d be 
good to have a game plan, right?”

The water plan calls for several new 
management strategies, including requir-
ing LCRA to implement off-channel res-
ervoirs, agricultural water conservation 
and new or amended surface water rights. 
In all, the strategies included in the Lower 
Colorado regional water plan would create 
more than 640,000 acre-feet of additional 
water supply by 2060.

But because Texas has not funded its water 
plan, it may send mixed signals to residents 
about water conservation, Huber said. 

Water plan
Continued from | 1

“We do not have a culture of conservation, 
and the public needs education to embrace 
it,” she said. “It takes a long time to make 
culture changes, and we need to get started.”

Revising a plan for the future
In February, the LCRA board of direc-

tors approved a revision for its own Water 
Management Plan for lakes Buchanan and 
Travis, an action that served as the end of 
an 18-month initiative. The approval of the 
plan, devised to allow LCRA more flexibil-
ity to respond to severe droughts, has been 
passed on to the Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality for its final approval. 

The plan, which was first approved by 
the State of Texas in 1989 and revised in 
1992, 1999 and 2010, made several changes, 
including using two trigger points during 
the year to determine how much stored 
water is available for agricultural use. The 
current plan only contains one trigger 
point—on Jan. 1. The revised plan adds a 
second trigger point on June 1. 

The plan now asks firm water customers, 
such as the City of Austin, to reduce water 
use consistent with their drought plans only 
after interruptible water from the Highland 
Lakes for agriculture is restricted. The cur-
rent plan calls for implementation of vol-
untary restrictions by municipalities after 
agricultural water use is restricted. 

The LCRA board also adopted a new 
resolution that sets a new goal—to find 
100,000 acre-feet of new water supply in 
five years. 

But still, there is worry that the TCEQ 
may not approve the plan in time to make 
it effective now, Huber said.

“Last time, it took the TCEQ years to final-
ize it,” Huber said. “It can still be changed, 
and competing interests will be trying to get 
amendments to it while it goes through the 
TCEQ process. The plan is not the answer to 
everything, but it is, as submitted to TCEQ, 
an extremely important first step for better 
assurance that our basic water supply needs 
on the Highland Lakes will be met.”

Securing water supplies
The City of Austin actively attempts to 

work with residents to help conserve water, 
Austin Utility Director Greg Mozeras said. 

“Austin’s conservation programs didn’t 
start with this drought,” Mozeras said. “Aus-
tin offers all kinds of free services. If you 
want us to come out and check your irriga-
tion system, it’s free. We’ll have experts come 
out, optimize your irrigation system and 
give you advice on how to save water.” 

For Huber, she said residents can help 
sustain Texas’ water supply by becoming 
involved in local activist groups and by voic-
ing their concerns to elected officials.

“Homeowners need to get worried and 
educate themselves about water and what 
the future holds,” she said. “Water will cost 
more in the future and there will be less of it. 
The sooner we can begin to start implement-
ing solutions for our dwindling water sup-
plies, the better off we will be in the future.”

Comment at impactnews.com

Full storage

Average storage

1940

While the combined capacity of Lake Buchanan and Lake Travis is  
2 million acre-feet of water, on average they contain 1.67 million 
acre-feet and at one of their lowest points, in 1940, they contained 
only 500,000 acre-feet of water. 
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ntrocks.com
Check our web site for other calender events!

Nature’s Treasures

Central Austin, 4103 North IH-35 
512.472.5015 
Open 7 days

“We Rock”
Fountain’s • CD’s • Spheres • Jewelry • Hearts • Obelisks • Globes • Carvings • Oils • Incense • Candles • Beads & Findings • Gifts 

IH
 3

5

Airport Blvd.

45th St.

381/2 St. Wilshire 
Blvd.

of Texas

Celebrating Earth Day During The Month Of April!
with 20% Off Earth Healing Stones

(call or visit for details)
We’ve relocated our Braker & Kramer location to our 

new Rock Depot at 4103 North IH-35!

WWW.MAUDIES.COM
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Barbara Beery, founder of Foodie 
Kids in Northwest Hills, places 
value on developing cooking skills 

for children in a colorful and fun set-
ting. That’s why she opened her business, 
which helps children learn how to cook 
and how to enjoy food. 

“It’s a place where kids can be enter-
tained and taught, while moms can sit and 
have a cup of coffee if they want” she said.

Foodie Kids offers both a retail store 
with a large selection of cooking and craft 
kits as well as a site for cooking classes, 
camps and parties. Foodie Kids, recently 
renamed from Kids Cook, also offers an 
online retail store.

Beery, a best-selling children’s cook-
book author, has also done promotional 
work nationally and internationally due 
to her recipe development expertise. She 
said child-friendly recipes often include 
fewer ingredients and can be quickly 
made. She said recipes can even be tai-
lored for toddlers who can knead dough 
and pour sugar.

“There is nothing to say a 2-year-old 
can’t make a perfectly delicious pizza,”  
she said.

A graduate of The University of Texas 
with a degree in elementary education, 
Beery said some of her happiest child-
hood memories involve cooking with 
her mother. In 1991, she began teaching 
preschool and cooking classes out of her 
home. Since then, she has taught more 
than 2,000 children how to cook. 

In March, Foodie Kids began offering 
national franchises, which Beery said is a 
huge step as she opened the retail location 
two years ago as “a leap of faith” with the 
state of the economy.

Foodie Kids Assistant Manager Laura Beth Durand designed the “makery” area—a portion of the store 
where children create their own food products.

She said the store has been lucky not 
to only gain popularity, but also to do so 
without much advertising.

“It’s been sweet moms, word-of- 
mouth [advertising] and kids having 
fun,” Beery said.

Foodie Kids has two full-time employ-
ees. Beery’s daughter, Kaley, is the store 
manager, and Laura Beth Durand, is the 
assistant manager. About a half dozen 
part-time employees work there as well.

Foodie Kids also offers an in-store 
“makery” where kids can drop in anytime 
and instructors assist them in making 
treats such as mini pizzas, cupcakes, 
bread sticks and cinnamon rolls. 

Beery said the franchises will be double 
in size but will offer the same services and 
“homey” vibe. Besides expanding outside 
of Texas, she is hoping for local franchises 
in Austin, Cedar Park, Round Rock, 
Steiner Ranch or Circle C as well.

However, among all the growth and 
excitement, the focus for Beery is still on 
the memories each child is making.

“It never ceases to amaze me how magi-
cal it is for that child,” she said.

Foodie Kids
3742 Far West Blvd.
346-3333
www.foodie-kids.com

By Mitzie Stelte

Foodie Kids
Austin entrepreneur makes 
cooking fun for local youth
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One of Foodie Kids’ young students creates a fes-
tive cookie with the help of founder Barbara Beery.
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Trust your family’s medical 
imaging to us.

From infants to grandparents, Austin Radiological Association provides 

the imaging you and your doctors need. We care about your experi-

ence and work hard to ensure that exams are safe and comfortable. 

Our professional, caring team of radiologists and technologists com-

bines the latest innovation with the highest quality health service. And 

with 15 locations from Georgetown to San Marcos, it’s easy to find 

ARA medical imaging services near you.

Scheduling   512.458.9098                                                           ausrad.com

Greater TEXAS
Federal Credit Union
w w w . g t f c u . o r g

®

*APR=Annual Percentage Rate. Adver sed rate is for 60 month term. Rate 
based on credit worthiness. Terms and condi ons apply. 

Home Equity Loans 3.99 %
APR*as low as 

A Home Equity Loan is a great way to use the equity you’ve built in your 
home to help pay for anything from a home improvement project to college 
tui on. 

Open a home equity loan in April and get entered to win a 
5 Day Carnival Cruise. Visit us online for more details.  

Discounts up to 40%*

Here’s my idea 
of economic 
stimulus:

If your economy needs some stimulation, I’ll show you how to make 
your car insurance dollars work harder. Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there.® CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

P090102 04/09 State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

Nancy Callahan, Agent
3500 Jefferson, Suite 313
Austin, TX 78731
Bus: 512-451-7573 
Toll Free: 866-451-7573
www.nancyjocallahan.com
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La Cocina de Consuelo
A taste of Zacatecas, Mexico, in Austin

T ucked just off the side of Burnet 
Road, surrounded by a small parking 
lot with room for no more than about 

a dozen cars, is La Cocina de Consuelo. 
Inside the quaint, house-like room, past 
the few worn tables and chairs that adorn 
the space opening up into a small kitchen, 
is owner Connie Rodriguez doing what she 
loves to do: cook.

A burly voice belts classic mariachi 
tunes over the radio as she does her craft, 
making some of the most popular Mexi-
can food in the area. She’s been catering 
for almost 30 years and still uses her 
mother’s tortilla recipe that she learned as 
a young girl. It is how she helped put her 
children through school, she says.

Originally from Zacatecas, Mexico, 
she has always had a passion for cook-
ing. She dropped out of school before she 
reached sixth grade and came to Austin 
illegally—like many in those days—with 
her brother, a bracero, or farm worker, 
when she was 16. Eventually, she received 
her citizenship to live in the United States 
permanently.

“In those years, it was so easy to get a 
passport,” she says. “We made an appoint-
ment with the American consulate in 
Monterrey, and in less than a week we’d 
come back ready with a passport.”

Six years ago, Rodriguez made 
enchiladas for her church, and what was 
supposed to be just a casual favor snow-
balled into orders from 20 people, each 
of whom recommended her to another 
20. Pretty soon she was filling hundreds 
of orders. 

She has her own restaurant now,  
and she will say it is more than hard 
work that got her to where she is—it 
is faith. The 69-year-old says she owes 
everything to God.

“I did need money, and I always deliv-
ered enchiladas. So, I always wanted a 
little kitchen, a little restaurant. I put it 
in God’s hands for two years,” she says, 
pausing to reflect. “It’s going to be six 
years soon.”

Before she opened up her own place, 
she was filling orders out of a small 
commissary off of 12th Street and North 
Lamar Boulevard called Gina’s Kitchen. 
Prior to that, she cleaned houses to make 
ends meet. 

La Cocina de Consuelo opened after 
Rodriguez took out a loan out against her 
house to pay for the location. Back then, 
it was just the founder and her niece, who 
sometimes filled orders past 2 a.m. 

According to Rodriguez, most of her 
customers are regulars, friends just shy 
of family and people from the neighbor-
hood who have been coming since she 
opened. But that is changing, as more 
people hear about the hidden gem res-
taurant.

It only takes a few people to run the 
restaurant from the time it opens until 
the time it closes. Rodriguez says it is a 
gift to be able to do what she loves and 
that she will do it as long as she can.

“As long as I feel good, then I’m going 
to keep on doing it,” she says. “I’m happy. 
I can be cooking all day and all night, 
and that’s fine.”

By Kevin Stich

Owner Connie Rodriguez opened the restaurant six 
years ago and still cooks most of the food.

Chile relleno is traditionally a green chile pepper 
stuffed with meat and cheese.

n
. l

am
ar 

Blvd.

45th st.

B
ur

ne
t r

d.

Medical 
Pkwy.

Chicken enchiladas with salsa verde, beans and rice is La Cocina de Consuelo’s trademark dish.

Family recipes
rodriguez says she arrives at the 
restaurant every morning looking 
forward to the day’s work. she has been 
cooking since she was a young girl, 
using recipes passed down from her 
family, and says that she comes from a 
lineage of good cooks.

she has three menus, including a day 
menu, night menu and catering menu.

Besides holidays, the only day her 
restaurant closes is on saturdays to  
honor her religious beliefs.

Creating a menu
la Cocina de Consuelo’s menu is owner 
Connie rodriguez’s custom selection, 
and it was something she was very picky 
about, she says. according to rodriguez, 
her crown jewel is the chicken enchiladas 
with salsa verde. she also serves fajitas, 
chile relleno and carne guisada, all with a 
traditional, homemade feel. 

rodriguez says she fills a gap in the eatery 
scene in austin. Her competition, Fonda 
san Miguel, is the only other place she 
compliments.

“i don’t think i’m too far behind their food,” 
she says earnestly.

La Cocina de Consuelo
4516 Burnet Road
524-4740
www.consueloskitchen.com
Mon. 7 a.m.–3 p.m., Tue.–Thu. 7 a.m.–3 p.m., 6–9 p.m., 
Fri. 7 a.m.–3 p.m., 6–10 p.m., Sun. 8 a.m.–2 p.m.
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* Texas Gas Service customers in the Austin, Sunset Valley, Rollingwood, West Lake Hills, Kyle and Cedar Park city limits with existing natural gas furnaces may be eligible.  
This rebate is offered in conjunction with Austin Energy’s Home Performance with ENERGY STAR® program.

InsulatIng your attIc?
Money’s waItIng for you.
No doubt about it, a well-insulated home will help save you money and energy. Plus, when you have your attic insulated and ductwork 

sealed, you could receive up to $300 in rebates* from the Texas Gas Service Conservation Program. 

For details and more money-saving rebates for your home or business, visit www.TexasGasService.com/Rebates, 

email Conservation@TexasGasService.com or call (512) 370-8243.
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 Don’t have a QR Code reader? 
Download a free one at Mviso.com/scan!

*Standard text messaging rates may apply.

SCHEDULE Your Free Credit Analysis Today.

5
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!

Did you know that 80% of all credit reports contain inaccuracies? 
Of those, 25% have errors that could result in credit denial.

Source: US Public Interest Research Group, 2004

goamplify.com

 1 Scan the QR code

 2 cLIcK www.goamplify.com/freecreditanalysis

 3 caLL 512-836-5901 or 800-237-5087

 4  TEXT* MYCREDIT to 96362

 5 vISIT our branches: goamplify.com/contact

Q1CAP_CIadhalf_final.indd   1 2/22/12   12:37 PM

Our Doctors

(located in the Professional Office Building on the 
University Medical Center Brackenridge campus)

Care for the whole family
 
Blackstock Family Health Center brings together a team of physicians 
who offer expert, quality care in a downtown setting.
 
Services include:
•	 Primary care and well care for adults, children and infants
•	 Obstetric and gynecologic care
•	 Management of chronic care health conditions such as diabetes, high blood pressure 
 and asthma
•	 Collaboration with specialists in treatment of complex conditions such as cancer and 

advanced heart and lung disease
•	 Minor	surgical	procedures
 
If you’re looking for high quality medical care in downtown Austin, 
choose Blackstock Family Health Center.

SetonFamilyofDoctors.com

1313 Red River, Suite 100
Austin, TX 78701

Adam Barta, MD
Cindy Ripsin, MD
Dana Sprute, MD
David Wright, MD
Kelly Alberda, MD

Lisa Clemons, MD
Margaret Kini, MD
Terrell Benold, MD
Swati Avashia, MD
 

Accepting new patients. 
To make an appointment, 

please call

(512) 324-8600
 

 @BlackstockDoc
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Impacts

reGional —abridged stories from our other editions

Housing market begins to favor sellers, Realtors say uSDa says food 
costs to rise in 2012

Northwest Austin As the 
housing market throughout the 
nation continues its slow mend, 
demand for residential real estate 
in Austin—particularly North-
west Austin—is through the roof, 
Realtors say.

Judith Bundschuh, chairman 
of the Austin Board of Realtors, 
said she recently began show-
ing a house in the Canyon Creek 
neighborhood and within 10 days 
had three seriously interested 
buyers. One put in an offer at the 
top end of the price spectrum—
higher than the house sold the 
previous time and at the full 
asking price. 

The numbers tell a similar 
story. ABoR data show that sales 
of single-family homes in North-
west Austin were up 13 percent 
last year, compared with a  
1.7 percent rise nationwide, 
according to data from the 
National Association of Realtors. 
In Austin, sales rose 7 percent.

Meanwhile, the average price of 
homes in the northwest quadrant, 
although down about 1 percent 
in the past year, have been held in 
check at about $250,000 on aver-
age, according to ABoR, because 
the houses that are selling are 

San Marcos/Buda/Kyle 
Food prices surged in the final 
quarter of 2011, resulting in a 
4.8 percent increase in prices 
throughout the course of the 
year, according to the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture.

That increase was not as steep 
as it was in 2008, when prices 
shot up 6.4 percent compared 
with 2007, but the increase 
means a higher starting point 
for consumers in 2012.

According to the USDA’s 
Economic Research Service, 
grocery-store prices will increase 
by 2.5 percent to 3.5 percent by 
the end of 2012. 

In real dollars, that increase 
means that last year’s gallon of 
whole milk, which ended the 
year at an average cost of $3.57 
per gallon, could reach $3.69 per 
gallon, according to figures from 
the Bureau of Labor Statistics.

“I wouldn’t go so far as to 
say this is bad news, that food 
prices are not going down,” ERS 
Research Economist Ricky Volpe 
said. “It just means that, basi-
cally, it looks like in 2012, we’re 
going to return to normalcy.”
Full story by Annie Drabicky

Now Open
Lakeway Owner Jeff Wil-
liams opened Sinners Cycle 
Shop, formerly Texas Custom 
Choppers, at 4601 Hudson 
Bend Road, Ste. 100, on March 
6. Continental Collisions will 
take over Texas Custom Chop-
pers’ former location at  
2203 N. RR 620. Sinners Cycle 
Shop is a motorcycle repair 
shop. 656-6380,  
www.sinnerscycleshop.com

Rollingwood Bruegger’s,  
a chain that sells freshly 
baked New York–style bagels, 
is expected to open in March 
in the Westwood Shopping 
Center, 3267 Bee Caves  
Road, next to the Meat 
House. Bruegger’s Texas fran-
chise owner Karlene Cusick 
said she is looking to open 
two more locations in the 
Austin area. 394-7174,  
www.bruggers.com

Coming Soon
Round Rock BJ’s Restau-
rant and Brewhouse is sched-
uled for completion in July at 
4201 N. I-35 near the Round 
Rock Premium Outlets. BJ’s 
menu includes deep-dish 
pizzas, hamburgers, salads, 
sandwiches, pastas, steaks, 
baby back ribs and more.  
www.bjsbrewhouse.com

Relocations
Northwest Austin In April, 
Crossroads Community 
Church will start hold-
ing Sunday Service at 9185 
Research Blvd. The church, 
which currently meets at River 
Oaks Elementary School, 
12401 Scofield Farms Drive, 
is a mobile church and sets up 
and tears down each Sunday. 
Service is at 10:30 a.m. The 
church has about 200 attend-
ees each week. www.cross-
roadschurchaustin.com

Northwest Austin The 
Austin location of Parker 
School Uniforms relocated in 
February to 7756 Northcross 
Drive, Ste. 111. Headquartered 
in Houston, the company 
provides uniforms, shoes and 
coats for students attending 
private schools. 451-1667, 
www.parkersu.com

Northwest Hills in Davenport
3801 N. Capital of Texas Hwy.,  
Ste. D-120
329-8667 • www.northwesthills.net

Sandeez Hamburger Hut
113 RR 620 N., Austin • 266-1524
Mon.–Sat. 7 a.m.–9 p.m., 
Sun. 9 a.m.–3 p.m. 
Fridays at noon: Classic car show

northwest Hills in Davenport Sandeez Hamburger Hut
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Lake Travis/Westlake Cel-
ebrating its 50th year of business 
in October, Northwest Hills in 
Davenport, a pharmacy and gift 
shop, is doing its part to keep 
the local drug store alive in the 
Austin area. 

What started in 1962 as 
Highland Park Pharmacy in the 
Highland Park Shopping Center 
in Hancock by the late Clyde 
Sansing has moved three times 
over the years and expanded into 
gifts and wedding invitations. 

After the pharmacy moved the 
first time, in 1978, to Far West 
Boulevard in Northwest Austin, 
Sansing became ill and his sons, 

Lake Travis/Westlake A 
tradition in the Lakeway area for 
more than three decades, Sandeez 
Hamburger Hut has kept custom-
ers coming back for years to the 
old-fashioned, mom and pop–
style diner where the staff knows 
most orders by heart.

Imre Szekelyhidi has lived 
on Lake Travis for more than 
20 years and has been eating at 
Sandeez just as long.

“They have the best hamburg-
ers in town,” she said. “I recom-
mend them wholeheartedly.” 

The business first opened 
in 1979 and was simply called 
Hamburger Hut. It was a small 

Tom and the late Jack, 
took a more active role in 
the business. 

Jack envisioned a com-
munity gift shop, whereas 
Tom followed his father’s 
footsteps by becoming a 
pharmacist, getting his 
degree from the Univer-
sity of Houston. 

“I first started working 
for my dad after school when I 
was in fifth grade. In junior high, 
I started working summers,” 
Tom said. 
Full profile by Gene Davis

walk-up location on  
the lake not far from the 
current location on RR 
620 near the Mansfield 
Dam, where it relocated 
to in 1984. 

When owner Sandy 
Lairsen bought the diner 
in 1994 from the original 
owners, it became Sandy’s 
Hamburger Hut. It was 

eventually renamed to avoid con-
fusion with Sandy’s Hamburgers, 
located on Barton Springs Road.
Full profile by Mitzie Stelte

Top stories

Business Dining

While sales volume of single-family houses dropped after the real estate 
market crashed in October 2007, average sales prices stayed relatively stable.
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“top-notch,” Bundschuh said.
But perhaps the most notable 

force in the Northwest Austin 
residential real estate market—
and what is exciting Realtors 
who focus on the area—is the 
low number of houses, or inven-
tory, available.

Based on findings by the Real 

Estate Center at Texas A&M 
University, when housing inven-
tory is at 6.5 months, the market 
is balanced. In Northwest Aus-
tin, single-family inventory is 
2.2–2.7 months.

What all this points to is a shift 
in the market, experts said.
Full story by Sara Behunek
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real estate

Crestview
Austin – 78757

Bounded by West anderson lane to the 
north, Justin lane to the south, north lamar 
Boulevard to the east and Burnet road to the 
west, Crestview is a feasible option for anyone 
who wants to live in north Central austin and 
have easy access to MoPac, us 183, i-35 and 
Metrorail’s Crestview station. 

Crestview is characterized by mid-century, 
ranch-style homes, mature trees that are 
great for shading and privacy and a variety of 
small neighborhood businesses, such as little 
deli and the Crestview Minimax iGa. West 
anderson lane also provides many shopping 
and restaurant options, which allow residents 
a chance to run errands, dine out and grocery 
shop all within a mile of their homes.

Nearby Attractions:  

Brentwood Park 
northcross Mall shopping area 
alamo drafthouse Village 
north austin optimist Baseball Field 
“Furniture row” and antique shopping 
Crestview station 

Schools:

• Brentwood elementary school
• lamar Middle school
• McCallum High school

Property tax rate:  

2.3169 percent

7721 Woodrow Ave. $219,500
3 Bedroom / 1 Bath 1,126 sq. ft.
agent: timothy Heyl, Keller Williams realty 
330-1047

1711 Piedmont Ave. $314,990
3 Bedroom / 2 Bath 1,827 sq. ft.
agent: Gretchen Janzow, realty austin 
431-5761

7500 Hardy Drive $344,900
3 Bedroom / 2 Bath 2,076 sq. ft.
agent: rodney Bustamante,  
austin absolute realty, 535-1134

1111 Justin Lane $479,000
4 Bedroom / 3 Bath 2,604 sq. ft.
agent: Kim Horther, Keller Williams realty 
423-6018

Data compiled by 
Meghan Matta

The Groove Realty and Investments
512-876-9159

Meghan@TheGrooveRealty.com
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www.tomlinsons.com

The pet store for people
who cherish their pets!

SIX AUSTIN AREA LOCATIONS · See our website for store specials and location information.
CENTRAL AUSTIN · 908 E. 49 1/2 St. • Mon-Fri 9-6 • Sat 10-4 • 512-452-1560

AUSTIN ALL MAIDS

Get An Instant 
  Online Price 

Estimate!

 Servicing the Austin area since 1982!

512.490.6633  *  www.austin-all-maids.com
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ZIP code Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Price Sq. ft. Agent Phone Agency

78701 The Austonian 200 Congress Ave. 3br/3ba $3,080,000 3,635 Eric Moreland 924-8442 Moreland Properties

78701 Railyard condo 301 Fourth St. 3br/2ba $299,900 998 Aaron Farmer 899-9520 Texas Discount Realty

78703 708 Meriden condo 708 Meriden Lane 2br/2ba $525,000 2,012 Rita Roby 657-9341 Keller Williams Realty

78703 Brown, Herman addition 2611 Maria Anna Road 4br/3ba $1,399,500 3,486 Carl Shurr 944-5977 Realty Austin

78703 Clarksville Heights condo 1202 Marshall Lane 2br/1ba $295,500 980 Cheryl Owen 940-4270 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78703 Enfield 2207 Windsor Road 5br/3ba $899,000 3,354 Debbie Gainer 750-8700 Moreland Properties

78703 Marlton Place 2117 11th St. 3br/2ba $749,000 3,089 Debbie Gainer 750-8700 Moreland Properties

78703 Marlton Place 2104 10th St. 3br/2ba $499,000 2,018 Joanie Capalupo 480-0848 Moreland Properties

78703 Pemberton Heights 2517 McCallum Drive 4br/4ba $2,175,000 3,844 Sharon Hillhouse 560-0777 Hillhouse Realty/PLR

78703 Sherwood Forest 1905 Robinhood Trail 3br/2ba $535,000 1,917 Tomas Corzo 567-4509 Keller Williams Realty

78703 Spring condo 300 Bowie St. 2br/2ba $439,000 983 Diana Zuniga 472-8118 Investors Alliance Inc.

78703 Spring condo 300 Bowie St. 3br/2ba $810,000 1,631 Diana Zuniga 472-8118 Investors Alliance Inc.

78703 Sunset Hill 2309 Newfield Lane 3br/2ba $325,000 1,458 Deborah Howden 567-6625 Moreland Properties

78703 Tarrytown 2103 Townes Lane 4br/3ba $574,900 2,590 April Womack 970-1031 Moreland Properties

78703 Tarry Town Place 2903 Windsor Road 3br/2ba $525,000 1,835 Marjann Cooper 695-2000 Amelia Bullock, Realtors

78703 Timberlake addition 2407 Eighth St. 3br/2ba $499,500 1,759 Ryan Perry 694-5426 Turnquist Partners Realtors

78703 Waterston Avenue condo 1815 Waterston Ave. 3br/2ba $659,500 1,973 Susan Dudley 497-6332 Amelia Bullock, Realtors

78703 Westenfield 1604 Exposition Blvd. 3br/2ba $475,000 1,984 Yusuf Johnson 419-8020 Goldwasser Real Estate

78703 Westenfield 1604 Courtland Lane 4br/3ba $899,000 2,604 Jocelyn Potts Johnson 480-0449 Moreland Properties

78704 Austin Oak Terrace condo 1513 Betty Jo Drive 2br/2ba $260,000 1,420 Lee Allbright 413-9520 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78704 Barton Hills 2404 Barton Skyway 3br/2ba $449,999 1,306 Jeana Aliani 845-2549 Prudential Texas Realty

78704 Bouldin, James E. addition 714 Johanna St. 3br/2ba $450,000 1,392 Peg Braxton 263-6700 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78704 Bridges on the Park 210 Lee Barton Drive 2br/2ba $574,900 1,645 Dean Erickson 328-3588 Keller Williams Realty

78704 Brinwood 118 El Paso St. 3br/2ba $309,000 1,162 Barbara Ditlow 638-7977 Realty Austin

78704 Cardinal Lane condo 707 Cardinal Lane 3br/2ba $425,000 2,085 Linda Picazo 423-0884 Moreland Properties

78704 Cardinal Lane condo 707 Cardinal Lane 2br/2ba $320,000 1,442 Jody Lockshin 587-5824 Habitat Hunters

78704 Cascada condo 3406 Manchaca Road 2br/2ba $274,900 1,373 Tiffany Peters 922-6309 Moreland Properties

78704 Fairview Park 1304 Newning Ave. 8br/8ba $2,900,000 6,601 Nancy Taute 497-5940 Carol Dochen Realtors Inc.

78704 Flamingo condo 1422 Collier St. 1br/1ba $131,000 525 Knolly Williams 206-0060 Keller Williams Realty

78704 Garden Oaks 3009 Locke Lane 3br/1ba $279,000 1,350 Bob Wolk 372-9494 Keller Williams Realty

78704 Live Oak Grove Resub 2350 Wilson St. 4br/2ba $459,900 1,831 Chad Goldwasser 420-0300 Goldwasser Real Estate

78704 Lyric condominiums 1504 Collier St. 1br/1ba $329,900 1,076 Vince Heinz 905-3030 Realty Austin

78704 Norwood Heights 220 Bonnieview St. 3br/3ba $1,075,000 3,194 Julie Yarbrough 731-2887 Amelia Bullock, Realtors

78704 Sage Creek 2132 Sage Creek Loop 3br/2ba $444,900 2,392 Nancy Taute 497-5940 Carol Dochen Realtors Inc.

78704 Sims, E. A. 2110 Fortview Road 2br/1ba $395,000 884 Dave Murray 751-6060 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78704 SoFi condo 2715 Stacy Lane 2br/2ba $339,000 1,510 Carrie Altemus 517-4776 Property Consultants of Austin

78704 South Third Street condo 1607 Third St. 4br/3ba $449,000 2,354 Kelvin Glover 637-8464 Keller Williams Realty

78704 The Lyric condominiums 1504 Collier St. 2br/2ba $449,900 1,453 Vince Heinz 905-3030 Realty Austin

78704 The Lyric condominiums 1504 Collier St. 3br/3ba $699,900 2,333 Vince Heinz 905-3030 Realty Austin

78704 The Lyric condominiums 1504 Collier St. 2br/2ba $499,900 1,653 Vince Heinz 905-3030 Realty Austin

real estate

Market Data Central Austin

Price Range

Number of homes for sale/Average days on market

78701 78703 78704 78731 78751 78756 78757

Less than $149,000 3/318 - 11/72 14/110 11/229 5/132 22/87

$150,000–$199,900 - 4/143 15/152 4/67 3/64 1/15 8/123

$200,000–$299,900 18/121 9/76 23/66 6/115 10/78 7/70 25/133

$300,000–$399,900 11/62 15/93 29/98 14/88 9/93 9/108 12/106

$400,000–$499,900 3/105 20/67 30/112 20/49 4/96 2/47 3/79

$500,000–$599,900 5/100 19/118 19/271 17/78 3/148 5/44 2/163

$600,000–$799,900 8/45 18/113 24/103 12/59 2/29 3/100 1/76

$800,000–$999,900 6/165 16/119 6/77 12/75 - - -

$1 million + 13/137 35/127 3/39 19/101 1/261 - -

Month

Number of homes sold/Median price

78701 78703 78704 78731

February 2012 11/$320,500 28/$555,000 29/$339,900 20/$396,550

February 2011 16/$308,803 20/$434,000 31/$305,000 27/$353,000

Month 78751 78756 78757

February 2012 10/$207,750 8/$465,000 23/$256,000

February 2011 4/$246,100 4/$269,250 22/$234,250

On the market*  (As of March 1, 2012) Monthly home sales*

*Market Data includes condominiums, townhomes and houses.

Market Data provided by 
the Austin Board of Realtors

Property Listings
ZIP code guide
78701 Downtown
78703 West Austin
78704 South/Central
78731 Northwest/Central
78751 Hyde Park
78756 Brentwood
78757 Burnet Road/Anderson Lane

2404 Barton Skyway $449,999

2715 Stacy Lane $339,000

1905 Robinhood Trail $535,000

1304 Newning Ave. $2,900,000
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YEARS

MORE THAN

F I G H T
L U N G
CANCER

1-888-864-I CAN (4226)   •   www.TexasOncology.com/Austin

HOW TEXANS FIGHT CANCER.

When I was diagnosed with lung cancer, I chose to partner with Texas Oncology. They’re part of the largest network of cancer specialists, researchers 

and treatment centers in the country, yet they’re right here in my hometown. My primary care doctor works side-by-side with my Texas Oncology team 

to coordinate treatment and make sure I have access to the latest cancer-fi ghting tools. In fact, Texas Oncology participated in more than 100 clinical 

trials during 2010. I’m confi dent I can fi ght this battle with Texas Oncology on my side.

AUSTIN  •  CEDAR PARK  •  KILLEEN  •  KYLE  •  MARBLE FALLS  •  ROUND ROCK  •  SAN MARCOS  •  SMITHVILLE

COMFORTCOMFORT...is at home here.

   

On-site Exemplary Elementary School
Miles of Hike & Bike Trails

Neighborhood Parks
Resort-style Amenity Center

New Homes crafted by:
∫

∫

BelterraTexas.com   •   512.301.5000   •   151 Trinity Hills Drive   •   Austin, Texas   •   78737
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ZIP code Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Price Sq. ft. Agent Phone Agency

78704 Travis Heights 1605 Travis Heights Blvd. 3br/2ba $689,500 2,900 Patty Johns 426-9899 Realty Austin

78704 Travis Heights 2002 Kenwood Ave. 4br/3ba $774,900 2,475 Elizabeth Brooks 636-4166 Landmark Properties

78704 Woodward Industrial District 208 Braeswood Road 4br/2ba $325,000 1,744 Sherri Williams 732-3820 Keller Williams Realty

78704 Wright Street condo 2009 Wright St. 3br/2ba $529,900 2,067 Gary Dolch 656-5627 Capital City Sotheby's Realty

78731 3805 Petes Path condo 3805 Petes Path 3br/2ba $449,900 2,169 Paul Reddam 300-2995 Homesville Real Estate

78731 Balcones Park Edgemont 3409 Cascadera 4br/3ba $1,250,000 4,562 Deborah Howden 567-6625 Moreland Properties

78731 Beverly Hills 4901 Beverly Skyline Drive 5br/4ba $1,350,000 4,469 Nancy Hardie 657-3181 Moreland Properties

78731 Beverly Hills 5101 Beverly Skyline Drive 3br/2ba $419,000 2,164 Nancy Hardie 657-3181 Moreland Properties

78731 Cat Mountain North 6310 Gato Path 4br/2ba $545,000 3,141 Heather Jones 293-7206 Turnquist Partners Realtors

78731 Cat Mountain North 5309 Backtrail Drive 3br/2ba $509,000 2,856 Carol Dochen 345-2227 Carol Dochen Realtors Inc.

78731 Chambers, T.J. 5201 Tortuga Trail 6br/5ba $2,500,000 6,264 Joshua Baellow 627-4937 Austin City Living

78731 Cliffs over Lake Austin 5600 Palisade Court 4br/3ba $600,000 3,275 Becky Griner 917-5712 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78731 Courtyard 5605 Courtyard Drive 3br/2ba $650,000 3,378 Natasha Baker 786-1799 Keller Williams Realty

78731 Courtyard 5606 Wolf Court 2br/2ba $369,500 2,111 Jo Carol Snowden 657-4441 Moreland Properties

78731 Courtyard 5622 Parade Ridge 3br/2ba $385,000 2,195 Jo Carol Snowden 657-4441 Moreland Properties

78731 Courtyard 5626 Parade Ridge 3br/3ba $400,000 2,474 Ryanne Vaughan 619-5034 Keller Williams Realty

78731 Highland Park West 3209 Sunny Lane 4br/3ba $599,000 2,699 Jennifer Smith 535-7665 Keller Williams Realty

78731 Highland Park West 3300 Big Bend Drive 5br/5ba $839,000 3,830 Sean Kubicek 826-1135 Moreland Properties

78731 Malaga condo 6910 Hart Lane 2br/2ba $129,000 968 Doug Roberts 731-5105 Moreland Properties

78731 Meadow Mountain 6607 Candle Ridge Cove 2br/2ba $445,000 3,028 Jane Gamel 750-6711 Amelia Bullock, Realtors

78731 Mount Bonnell Shores 5320 Tortuga Trail 4br/4ba $940,000 3,634 Caren Upshaw 587-3550 Realty Austin

78731 Mountainclimb Square condo 3836 Dry Creek Drive 2br/2ba $254,900 1,379 George Kiefer 970-0709 Keller Williams Realty

78731 Mount Bonnell Village 3908 Bonnell Drive 4br/4ba $1,145,000 4,251 Eric Moreland 924-8442 Moreland Properties

78731 Northwest Hills Lakeview 6003 Lonesome Valley Trail 4br/3ba $515,000 3,455 Kay Keesee 750-2274 Amelia Bullock, Realtors

78731 Northwest Hills Lakeview 4400 Enclave Cove 4br/3ba $649,500 3,524 Jennifer Smith 535-7665 Keller Williams Realty

78731 Northwest Hills 6000 Mountainclimb Drive 3br/2ba $476,000 2,026 Leah Petri 239-9964 Keller Williams Realty

78731 Northwest Hills 4016 Sierra Drive 4br/4ba $625,000 3,720 Jocelyn Potts Johnson 480-0449 Moreland Properties

78731 Shinoak Valley 6005 Bon Terra Drive 4br/2ba $485,000 2,818 Debbie Harmon 422-1583 Amelia Bullock, Realtors

78731 Turnabout Terrace 2604 Hancock Drive 3br/2ba $599,000 2,592 Samantha Hale 771-4681 StoneHaven Realty

78731 Vista West 7609 Valburn Drive 4br/2ba $550,000 2,538 Shirley Prud'homme 461-1124 Amelia Bullock, Realtors

78751 924 52nd St. 924 52nd St. 4br/3ba $369,000 2,308 Jimmy Gilmore 657-8671 Presidio Group, Realtors

78751 Hegman 4902 Avenue F 2br/1ba $269,000 1,050 Tammy Young 695-6940 Realty Austin

78751 Highlands 5106 Caswell Ave. 4br/2ba $334,900 1,455 Matt Prewett 470-4433 Realty Austin

78751 Leralynn Place condo 5107 Leralynn St. 2br/2ba $183,900 1,084 Michael Newman 636-4518 Keller Williams Realty

78751 Ridgetop 946 50th St. 3br/2ba $359,000 1,810 Carolyn Watts 731-4533 Realty Austin

78751 Shadow Lawn 3815 Avenue G 3br/3ba $629,000 2,505 Karen Cunningham 413-2635 Amelia Bullock, Realtors

78751 Spanish Oaks condo 407 45th St. 1br/1ba $121,000 500 Mary Witt 217-2155 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78751 Speedway Townhome condo 4529 Speedway 3br/2ba $439,000 2,266 San Juanita Schafer 423-1349 Keller Williams Realty

78756 Broadacres 5503 Clay Ave. 2br/1ba $250,000 871 Robert Kenney 922-4922 Turnquist Partners, Realtors

78756 Rosedale 4511 Shoalwood Ave. 4br/2ba $675,000 2,391 Arlene Maze 789-1892 Carol Dochen Realtors Inc.

78756 Rosedale 4702 Rosedale Ave. 4br/3ba $625,000 2,166 Sean Kubicek 826-1135 Moreland Properties

78756 Shoalcrest Oaks 1604 39 1/2 St. 3br/2ba $399,000 1,300 Jimmy Gilmore 657-8671 Presidio Group, Realtors

78757 Allandale North 1804 Richwood Drive 4br/2ba $269,900 1,688 Jacqueline Ogier 507-8167 Private Label Realty

78757 Allandale Terrace 3015 Terrace Drive 4br/2ba $515,000 2,867 Sean Kubicek 826-1135 Moreland Properties

78757 Allandale West 6127 Janey Drive 3br/3ba $405,000 3,369 John Brandon Faught 791-5209 Realty Austin

78757 Ashdale Gardens condo 2450 Ashdale Drive 2br/1ba $115,000 840 Carol Pease 721-6320 Keller Williams Realty

78757 Ashdale Gardens condo 2450 Ashdale Drive 2br/1ba $85,000 840 Stacy Brunson 626-0733 Amelia Bullock, Realtors

78757 Brandywine condo 1748 Ohlen Road 2br/2ba $125,000 1,194 Anita Dallas 626-9885 Habitat Hunters

78757 Crestview addition 7721 Woodrow Ave. 3br/1ba $219,500 1,126 Timothy Heyl 330-1047 Keller Williams Realty

78757 North Plains 7905 Brockman St. 3br/2ba $175,000 1,541 Nason Hengst 775-7900 Keller Williams Realty

78757 Northgate addition 1206 Taulbee Lane 3br/3ba $475,000 2,002 Thomas White 694-9632 Keller Williams Realty

78757 The Palm condo 2500 Steck Ave. 1br/1ba $99,000 780 Jennifer Korba 502-7845 J.B. Goodwin, Realtors

78757 Summit condo 2425 Ashdale Drive 1br/1ba $79,900 656 Linda Farish 917-5713 RE/MAX 1

real estate

Property Listings

5626 Parade Ridge $400,000

4902 Avenue F $269,000

7905 Brockman St. $175,000

2002 Kenwood Ave. $774,900

3908 Bonnell Drive $1,145,000

Residential real estate listings added to the market between 2/8/12 and 3/13/12 were included and provided by the Austin Board of Realtors, www.abor.com. Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this 
listing, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

1804 Richwood Drive $269,900

5101 Beverly Skyline Drive $419,000
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• Friendly, local 
atmosphere

• Live music on 
weekends

• Outdoor and indoor 
dining

• Dog-friendly eatery

• Trademark mesquite 
wood bbq

2 locations 
1400 Barton Springs Road in Central Austin | 479-0485 
9900 South I35 at Southpark Meadows | 282-7100

Smoking the Good Stuff since 1988

www.greenmesquite.net

DAILY SPECIALS!

iFoot Spa
Enjoy the benefits of 

foot reflexology.
Walk ins welcome!

Located at 4815 W. Braker Lane, Suite 502, Austin Tx 78759 
(located inside the North Hills shopping center, next to Subway) 

Walk-in or call 512-415-6049 to schedule an appointment

COMING SOON APRIL 1, 2012
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Braker Ln.

Unique Gifts • Personalized Stationery • Luxurious Bath & Body Products 
Free Gift Wrapping • Expert Pharmacists • Free Prescription Delivery

512-329-8667
3801 N. Capital of Texas Highway #D120

Located at the intersection of 360 and Westlake 
Drive in the Davenport Village Shopping Center

$10 OFF 
PURCHASE OF $30 OR MORE 

(Excludes pharmacy and sale items. Expires 4/26/12)

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED 
• SINCE 1962 •

www.shopnorthwesthills.com

impactnews.com
Check out the all-new

Plus, it’s never been easier to stay connected and share the news with your social network. 

   Easily browse or search news 
articles from your community or 
across the state.

   Stay informed with daily, online-
exclusive community news and 
information.

   Learn about upcoming events 
with the community calendar.

   Make your voice heard by 
commenting on articles or 
participating in online polls.

RubbishWorks.com 512-646-0980

Almost anything you need removed:

Have Rubbish?
We Remove it...

Professional • Scheduled service • Up-Front Rates • Insured

On-Demand Hauling and Debris Recycling Services*

*Containers rental and hauling also available

WE RECYCLE

Call 512-646-0980 today!
or visit us online at www.rubbishworks.com

• Old furniture, appliances, garage items and 
renovation debris

• Single items to multiple truck loads

• Clean trucks & uniformed crews

• Scheduled service & upfront rates
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Looking for
Coupons?

Explore the all-new

Hundreds of local 
and regional coupons

Just click and print
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I found it at
Seton Medical Center Austin.

I asked all my friends and read every book on delivery. After 

researching how to have her, I learned that where to have her 

is just as important. For example, the maternity teams at Seton 

Medical Center Austin pioneered the nationally recognized Seton 

Safety Initiative and earned the Ernest Amory Codman Award 

for delivering healthier babies. They’ve also been recognized by 

the Texas Health and Human Services Commission and Childbirth 

Connection for their commitment to the safety of mothers and 

babies. In Austin and across the country, more babies are delivered 

safely because of these practices. That’s the kind of care I was 

looking for.

To learn more about the maternity services available at 

Seton Austin, please visit SetonBabyTalk.com/smcaustin C
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