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13 percent rate hike stirs 
mixed feelings among users

Austin Energy’s proposed rate 
increase garners speculation

By Bobby Longoria
Seventeen years without increasing its 

base rate has left Austin Energy with a $131 
million shortfall, prompting a 13 percent 
systemwide rate increase that the util-
ity says is necessary to make ends meet. 
Opponents, however, believe the increase 
burdens residential customers in favor of 
industrial and commercial users.

As fuel costs have risen over the years, cus-
tomer bills have been riddled with increas-
ing power supply charges used to meet the 
utility’s growth, said Larry Weis, general 

manager of Austin Energy. The rate redesign 
will bring power supply charges to zero and 
embed the cost within the new rates.

Although talk of a rate redesign first 
began nearly a decade ago, and while the 
utility has been operating at a loss for years, 
it was not until AE presented its Resource, 
Generation and Climate Protection Plan to 
2020 last year that the utility felt it neces-
sary to increase rates in order to meet the 
city’s growth and need, Weis said.

“We want each customer [segment] to 
stand on its own and pay its cost of service 
to try to impede any complaints that these 
rates aren’t fair,” he said.

If the public discussion and Austin City 
See Austin Energy | 11

City Council clashes over density bonus program

Near approval, officials halt 
Downtown Austin Plan vote

By Andrea Leptinsky
After years of community 

development and review, City of 
Austin planning staff came before 
City Council in August to brief 
officials on the Downtown Austin 
Plan, a long-awaited culmination 
of guidelines, recommendations 
and ordinances that will guide the 
city’s downtown district through 
its expected upcoming growth.

Although the plan was 
expected to be adopted Aug. 25, 
the issue of density management 
has divided City Council, caus-
ing the group to delay its adopt-
ing vote until November.

The DAP calls for several 
changes to the downtown dis-
trict, which encompasses 1,000 

acres of land between Lady 
Bird Lake, Martin Luther 
King Jr. Boulevard, I-35 
and Lamar Boulevard. 
Amid its recommendations 
for improved historic preserva-
tion, transportation, utilities 
and parking, it also includes 
recommendations for den-
sity management, the topic 
causing the most conten-
tion for council members 
as they inch closer to the 
plan’s approval.

The beginning of a plan
When property owners in the 

Central Urban Redevelopment 
Combining District (CURE)—
which includes the downtown 

district as well 
as stretches of land 

into East Austin—want 
to add height or density to 

their properties, they typically 
seek CURE rezoning in order 
to add to their development. 
Because the CURE district is a 
combining district, it comes with 

more lenient guidelines than 
other zoning districts, making 
it easier for developers to add to 
their properties, said Jim Robert-
son, manager of the City of Aus-
tin Urban Design Division. 

“Property owners can seek to 
get this combining district applied 

See Downtown plan | 13

Downtown Austin’s 
density development 
potential

City representatives created a map to show  
what the downtown district could look like in 
three decades if qualified parcels of land are 

developed according to downtown density  
bonus program specifications.

Source: City of Austin

2039

35

Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.

Cesar Chavez St.

Lamar Blvd.

After 17 years of the same rate scale, 
AE’s budget is calling for an overhaul.

Examining the utility’s 
financial structure

Source:  
Austin Energy

Total revenue needed 
for operations:

Current revenue  
under existing rates:

Resulting revenue 
shortfall:

13% total rate increase

$1,136,020,803

$1,004,133,897

$131,886,906

-

How the increase affects residential users:

= 28.7%

$107 million in revenue is needed from the 
residential customer sector for operations.

rate increase

Redistricting 
changes local 
representation

 By Joe Olivieri
Some Central Austin residents 

will soon have a new county rep-
resentative. 

In August, the Travis County 
Commissioners Court redrew 
precinct boundaries to reflect 
new census data. 

One of the court’s biggest chal-
lenges was to create a new border 
between precincts 3 and 4, gener-
ally  located south of Lady Bird 
Lake and west of I-35.

Western Travis County’s Pre-
cinct 3 needed to shrink; it con-
tained 48 percent of the county’s 
land and 43,000 more residents 
than the ideal precinct population, 
Commissioner Karen Huber said.

Southeast Travis County’s Pre-
cinct 4 needed to grow without 
diluting its majority Hispanic 
population, Commissioner Mar-
garet Gomez said.

After lengthy deliberation, the 
court reduced Precinct 3’s popu-
lation by giving southwest areas 
to Precinct 4 and areas near 
Lake Travis to Central Austin’s 
Precinct 2.

The court approved new 
borders by a 4–1 vote. Huber 
opposed, stating that the new 
map still left Precinct 3 too large 
and populated for one commis-
sioner to represent.

Deece Eckstein, Travis County 
intergovernmental relations 
coordinator, said that the new 
map took effect Sept. 13 when 
the county sent it to the Depart-
ment of Justice for approval. 

New county borders shift 
areas to new precincts

See Redistricting | 15
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On Page 5 of the August 2011 issue, SoLa Dental 
was listed incorrectly as providing orthodontic 
services. Dr. Tom Gent provides orthodontic care, 
however it is limited to only Invisalign services.

Correction  – Volume 3, Issue 10

Connect Online

Find online-exclusive content at  
impactnews.com/central-austin

Subscribe to our e-newsletter at  
impactnews.com/signup

Follow us on Twitter @impactnews_cta

Find us on Facebook at  
impactnews.com/facebook-cta

General Manager’s Note  

Reader Feedback

©2011 JGMedia, Inc., All Rights Reserved. No reproduction of any 
portion of this issue is allowed without written permission from the publisher.

Officials debate, alter parking 
meter changes
more.impactnews.com/14301

“Kudos to the City Council on the parking meter issue. I 
think this is a great deal for all parties involved. The ability 
to pay for the next day or not having to pick up the car or 
truck until 11 a.m. is awesome. Through all the politics, 
this is a great call.” 

—Jon Hartford

Which element of the proposed city budget do you 
least agree with?

Austin Energy rate increase 

33.33%  
Property tax rate increase 

30.43%  
Addition of 47 police officers and 18 paramedics 

17.39%  
Reduction to Faulk Central Library hours 

14.49%
Closing of some city pools during winter 

2.9% 
Zilker Botanical Garden entrance fee 

1.45% 
Results from an unscientific web survey, collected 8/26/11–9/8/11

Charla Lovelace
clovelace@impactnews.com
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Being a new member 
of the Community Impact 
Newspaper family, I have to 
say I have not been as ahead 
of the news as many of my 
colleagues are. For the last 

five years, I’ve opened this paper and read 
about what is going on in my area as many 
of you have. Every month I “read it cover to 
cover”—one of the many quotes I’ve heard 
from our clients and friends since I started 
at the newspaper last month.

As you read through this month’s lead 
stories, you’ll learn how Austin resi-
dents may face utility rate increases, the 
processes and zoning plans allowing for 
downtown growth and revamped bound-
aries for Travis County commissioner 
precincts. 

During Labor Day weekend, our 
communities were evacuating homes as 
fires swept across parts of Central Texas 

and throughout our state. On Sept. 4, I 
was driving back from Houston when I 
received an email from our managing 
editor that asked our team to be on alert 
and help report the news. On Monday 
morning, I headed out to Steiner Ranch 
and found myself standing among the 
residents, some watching their own houses 
burn. I reported back to the office with 
pictures and a sense of what the residents 
were facing. It was there that I learned 
firsthand how important our job is, of 
telling your story to the community. I am 
proud to be a member of the Community 
Impact Newspaper family. 
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Your gift to the American Red Cross of Central Texas will 
support wildfire relief efforts throughout Central Texas.

(512) 929-1250
www.centex.redcross.org

July employment trends

Central Texas unemployment—7.6%
No change from June

State unemployment—8.4%*
Up from 8.2%* in June

National unemployment—9.1%*
Down from 9.2%* in June

In Austin-Round Rock-San Marcos, the leisure and hos-
pitality sector added 800 jobs; professional and business 
services added 1,700 jobs; trade, transportation and 
utilities lost 800 jobs; government lost 8,100 jobs.

Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Texas Workforce Commission

*Seasonally adjusted numbers     

CertifiedPreowned.com           (512) 706-7065

1-Subaru - Model BAB P1. With approved credit. Dealer contribution may a� ect � nal negotiated price. 36 mo lease, $1,999 total due at inception, no sec. dep. required, 36 monthly payments of $209.00, � nal pymt / residual = $12,356. Based on 10k mi. / yr with $.15 per mi. excess charge. MSRP $22,066. Stk# Z6061. 2-Volvo - With approved credit through US Bank. 36 mo. lease, $3,693 +TT&L due at inception (no sec. dep. required). 36 monthly payments of 
$299. Final payment / residual = $20,065.50. Based on 10,000 mi./yr with $.18/mi excess charge. MSRP $31,850. Stock# V3146. 0.9% for 48 mo. = $21.22 per $1,000 borrowed. 3-Audi - Closed-end leases o� ered to quali� ed customers by Audi Financial Services through participating dealers. A4 with cargo mat and Convenience pkg. based on MSRP $36,585. $2,499 down + $695 acquisition fee + $0 security deposit = $3,194 due at inception + TT&L. Purchase 
option at lease end for $21,585. 35 monthly payments of $429. Advertised o� ers require dealer contribution; � nal negotiated price may vary by dealer. Lessee responsible for insurance, maintenance and repairs and may have some � nancial liability at lease end. Lessee responsible for $0.25/mile over 10,000 miles per year and a disposition fee of $375 due at lease end. See dealer for details. Higher MSRP will a� ect lease price. O� ers expire 10-3-11. 4-Saab - MSRP 
$40,950 - $7,000 Roger Beasley discount = $33,950 +TT&L. Stock# Y8202.  Vehicles shown are for display purposes and may not be the actual vehicles.

2012 Volvo S60 
T5 FWD
$299mo 2

Includes Volvo Safe + Secure

2011 Subaru Legacy 
2.5i Sedan
$209mo 1$209$20$20 oommoomoomo 1

2011 Saab 9-5 
Sport Sedan

OFF MSRP4$7,0002yr/24k free 
maintenance

2012 Audi A4 2.0T 
Premium quattro
$429mo3

1st payment paid by Audiy
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(512) 302-5555 | (800) 252-1310 | atfcu.org | twitter.com/austintelco | facebook.com/austintelco

Free Checking | 250+ Free ATMs | 22 Austin Metro Locations

*Annual Percentage Rate. All rates are expressed “as low as”. Actual rate may vary depending on credit 
qualifications. Rates and terms are subject to change without notice. Federally insured by the NCUA.

Get a super low rate 
when you finance 

your new vehicle with 
Austin Telco.

1.89%
APR*

New auto loans
Up to 60 months

The hungry in Central Texas today may surprise you. They are our friends and neighbors, 
recently laid-off adults, the elderly couple on the next block with a fixed income, all hiding 
in full view. And of the 48,000 clients we serve every week, more than 1 in 3 are children. 
Hunger is unacceptable, especially in our own backyard. We can end hunger, but we can’t  
do it alone.

NIGHT FOR OUR 
NEIGHBORS
– A COMMUNITY IMPACT CARES BENEFIT –

412-D Congress Ave., 
Austin, Texas 

(Entrance in the Alley)  
www.speakeasyaustin.com

LOOK NO FURTHER ENTERTAINMNENT

AJH PHOTOGRAPHY
LOOK

FEATURING

PHOTO BOOTH BY 

SILENT AUCTION ON AMAZING ITEMS

$10DOOR
COVER

A PORTION OF ALL 
ALCOHOL SALES 
WILL BE DONATED

AAAA
AAA
WWWW{

– ALL PROCEEDS GO TO VICTIMS OF TEXAS WILDFIRES –

12THT
OCTOBER

8pm to MIDNIGHT

World’s smallest hearing aid connects 
you to life’s biggest moments

During this special event, we will be offering:
•	 FREE hearing screening
•	 FREE personal consultation and demonstration of the 

Audéo S SMART hearing aids
•	 Up to $200 Savings on a Phonak hearing aid purchase
•	 Risk-free 30 day trial

Call Today to schedule your Appointment!

Join us for our “Life’s Biggest Moments” Event!
2-Days Only! November 3-4, 2011

512-478-2273
www.austxent.com

1015 E. 32nd Street, Ste.205
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News or questions about Central Austin? 
E-mail ctanews@impactnews.com.
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Compiled by Andrea Leptinsky

Downtown Austin 

Now Open

1  Limbo Jewelry Design celebrated 
the grand opening of its new downtown 
showroom at 305 E. Fifth St. in August. 
The location offers an array of jewelry 
originally designed for the store using 
high-quality materials and craftsmanship.
994-6878, www.limbojewelry.com 

2  Brandon Pierce opened Boss Hogs 
Kitchen this summer at 1120 W. Fifth 
St. The food trailer serves slow-cooked 
meats in sandwiches. Included in the 
menu is its Hawaiian Luau sandwich, 
which features smoked ham, pulled pork, 
pineapple, soy barbecue sauce and bacon 
wasabi slaw. http://bosshogskitchen.com, 
Twitter: @BossHogsKitchen

3  Mai Thai Restaurant celebrated its 
grand opening Aug. 22 at 207 San Jacinto 
Blvd., Ste. 201. The menu includes Mee 
Krob, a dish of deep-fried angel hair 
rice noodles marinated in a tamarind 
sauce with egg, tofu, tomato paste and 
kaffir-lime leaf. www.maithaiaustin.com, 
Twitter: @MaiThaiAustin

4  Gay-friendly nightclub The Iron 
Bear opened recently at 121 W. Eighth St. 
General Manager Roger Rozell oversees 
the bar that also hosts theme nights that 
include poker, karaoke and pool.  
482-8993, www.theironbear.com

5  Consultant group BTS USA 
announced Aug. 17 it has opened an office 

in the Frost Bank Tower, 401  
Congress Ave., Ste. 1510. The group  
offers customized strategy alignment  
for professionals. www.bts.com

6  Clothing boutique Etcetera, Etc. 
celebrated its grand opening Sept. 1. 
Owner Emma Kate runs the store that is 
located at 411 W. Second St. The boutique 
sells clothing and accessories for women, 
men’s accessories and a select display of 
home decor. Visit the store’s Facebook page 
for more information. 

7  An offshoot of Sullivan’s Steakhouse, 
Sully’s Side Bar opened Aug. 31, serving 
tacos, tequila and beer on tap. Executive 
Chef Carlos Garcia heads the menu that 
features Mexican-inspired snacks, salads 
and desserts. The restaurant is located at 
300 Colorado St. 495-6510, 
Twitter: @SullysSideBar

8  Pork-inspired concept restaurant 
Bacon opened at 900 W. 10th St. on 
Sept. 9. Tyler Johnson oversees the menu 
of breakfast plates, appetizers, sandwiches 
and desserts—including Today’s Bacon 
Cookie. http://baconaustin.com, 
Twitter: @BaconRestaurant

9  Dallas-based Coal Vines Pizza, 
Pasta and Wine Bistro opened Sept. 8 
at 314 W. Second St. The diner features 
coal-fired pizzas, salads, pastas and 
desserts for lunch and dinner. Joe 
Palladino and Phil Romano began the 
chain in the Uptown section of Dallas in 
2006. www.coalvinesoftexas.com

Coming Soon

10  Capital One Bank will soon open in 
the Littlefield Building, 106 E. Sixth St. 
The bank recently signed a lease to take 
up more than 17,000 square feet of space 
in the century-old building. 
www.capitalone.com 

11  Mat Clouser will soon open Swift’s 
Attic at 315 Congress Ave. offering small 
plates inspired by Asian and American 
fare. The restaurant will serve lunch, 
dinner and drinks. www.swiftsattic.com

12  Matthew DeLeon will open Muscle 
Maker Grill at 906 Congress Ave. in 
October. Its menu features lean, protein-
based dishes, including chicken, seafood, 
burgers, pasta and salads. The grill will 
also offer protein shakes and supplements. 
www.musclemakergrill.com

Relocations

13  Construction law firm Allensworth & 
Porter relocated to 100 Congress Ave., 
Ste. 700, on Aug. 29. The firm now resides 
in a 7,500-square-foot space and has 15 
staff members. 708-1250, www.aaplaw.com

14  Cell phone application developer 
Mutual Mobile will relocate its offices—
which are currently spread out between 
Rio Grande Street and West Avenue—to 
the 14th floor of the Capitol Tower, 206 E. 
Ninth St. www.mutualmobile.com

Expansions

15  Snap Kitchen, the health-conscious, 
to-go eatery with locations at The Triangle 
and at 1014 W. Sixth St., expanded at 
the end of August to include the Snap 
Pod, a new mobile vending unit located 
at the intersection of Second Street and 
Congress Avenue. www.snapkitchen.com, 
Twitter: @snapkitchen

Closed

16  French lunch-and-dinner spot Chez 
Moi Bistro, 1403 Lavaca St., closed this 
summer.

17  Marakesh Cafe & Grill, 906 Congress 
Ave., closed its doors.

In the News

18  Chef David Bull’s Congress Austin 
earned top honors by Bon Appetit 
Magazine when the publication named it 
one of the best new restaurants in America. 
According to the magazine, Congress 
Austin provides “grown-up” food in a 
casual Austin atmosphere. 
www.congressaustin.com

In August, Congress Austin was named one of Bon 
Appetit Magazine’s top new restaurants in America.

After months of renovations, Mai Thai restaurant 
opened in August at 207 San Jacinto Blvd., Ste. 201.

Gay-friendly club and bar The Iron Bear recently 
opened downtown at 121 W. Eighth St.

Sullivan’s Steakhouse branched out and opened 
Sully’s Side Bar on Aug. 31 at 300 Colorado St.

Marakesh Cafe & Grill closed its restaurant at  
906 Congress Ave. earlier this summer.
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Time and Again, Our Heart  
Program Comes in First.

For six years in a row, HealthGrades® has ranked Heart Hospital of 
Austin as the number one heart program in Texas, an accomplishment 
no other hospital has achieved.  What’s more, Thomson Reuters ranks 
us as one of the Nation’s 100 Top Hospitals® for Cardiovascular Care 
— for the fifth time. Here, we put patients and their families first. 
That’s why we’re dedicated to providing the highest quality care and 
achieving better outcomes. And it’s why we’re recognized by so many 
quality-rating organizations. So if you’re seeking the best in heart care, 
choose the hospital that ranks at the top. 

SIX YEARS
IN A ROW

512-407-7000 
HeartHospitalofAustin.com

HHA_QualityRR.indd   1 2/15/11   10:28 AM

TEX AS DPSTEX AS DPS

CREDIT UNIONCREDIT UNION

Here For You...
in all life stages!

Financial Services | You Can Join!
txdpscu.org        452-5211
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Central Austin 

Now Open

19 Heather Biagas opened Lil’ Mama’s 
Corner Cafe on Aug. 1 at 801 W. 38th St., 
Ste. 110. The cafe serves coffee, smoothies, 
salads, sandwiches and pastries. 996-8667, 
www.lilmamascornercafe.com 

20 Exclusive Crowns, 5247 Burnet 
Road, opened July 25 with a large stock 
of specialized fedora hats from Panama. 
The hat shop, owned by Rickey and Ethitia 
Ballard, has its own line of 100 percent 
organic Panama straw hats. 215-0295, 
www.exclusivecrowns.com

21 Marlo, a new and hardly worn 
designer consignment store for men and 
women, celebrated its grand opening  
Sept. 10 at 2153 S. Lamar Blvd. The shop 
offers products from fashion lines such as 
BCBG, Billabong, Lacoste, True Religion 
and more. www.marloclothing.com

22 Verts Kebap, a deli featuring meat 
sandwiches that may also be served 
as wraps or salads, opened at a  2021 
Guadalupe St., Ste. 236, and at b  2530 
Guadalupe St. in early August. Customers 
choose the bread, meat and toppings 
for their entree. http://vertskebap.com, 
Twitter: @vertskebap

23 Adam Linehan and Joe Rowland 
opened Wheat’s Austin in August to 
serve a menu of Mexican-inspired Texan 
barbecue. The menu includes barbecue 
plates, triple-threat sliders and tortas. The 
food trailer is located at 6701 Burnet Road. 
809-1149

24 Texas Sake Company will celebrate 
its grand opening Oct. 1 at its north 
Central Austin location, 5501 N. Lamar 
Blvd., Ste. A115. The brewery makes sake 
from local rice and is the first organic 
alcohol made in the state. 731-8343,  
www.txsake.com

25 Gamerz Galaxy opened in 
September at 1000 E. 41st St. The shop 
serves as a video game exchange and 
employs a knowledgeable staff who can 
assist game enthusiasts. 467-7529, 
www.gamerzaustin.com 

26 Ruthie Evans Broughton opened 
Blue Bridal Boutique at 1007 S. Congress 
Ave. in September to provide Austinites 
with another wedding dress resource. The 
shop offers dresses ranging in price from 
$500 to $2,500. 441-7700, 
www.bluebridalboutique.com

27 CMIT Solutions opened at the end 
of August at 3616 Far West Blvd. The 
firm provides small- and medium-sized 
companies with the benefits of a full-
time IT staff at a lower cost than in-
house professionals. 524-1407, 
www.cmitsolutions.com

28 Lauren Lowe opened The Burlap Bag 
on Sept. 9 at 502 W. 30th St. The boutique 
provides handmade goods supporting 
artists and craftsmen in Austin and 
around the world. www.theburlapbag.com

29 The Loft at Bass Concert Hall, 2350 
Robert Dedman Drive, celebrated its grand 
opening Sept. 1. The sixth-floor space 
serves as an area for students to socialize 
and will often host special events. 
http://texasperformingarts.org/students

Coming Soon

30 Take and Kayo Asazu will open 
Kome this fall at 4917 Airport Blvd. The 
Japanese-inspired sushi restaurant is the 
brick-and-mortar location of Sushi-A-Go-
Go food trailer, which is also located near 
the new restaurant. www.kome-austin.com

31 Austin Terrier will open this fall at 
3435 Greystone Drive. The diner will serve 
organic salads, gourmet sandwiches, pizza, 
beer and wine. www.austinterrier.com, 
Twitter: @austinterrier

Louisiana-based VooDoo BBQ & Grill 
announced plans in August to open five 
restaurants in Austin. The restaurant offers 
pulled pork, St. Louis–style pork ribs, 
salads and more. www.voodoobbq.com

Anniversaries

32 Top This, 7301 Burnet Road, Ste. 107, 
celebrated its first anniversary Sept. 10. 
Although the shop specializes in wigs 
and hair replacement for cancer patients, 
serves all customers. 
458-8671, www.topthisaustin.com

33 Siren’s Salon, 4207 Medical Parkway, 
celebrated its 10th anniversary in 
September. The salon offers hair styling, 
cutting and color services. 419-7789,  
www.sirens-salon.com

Closed

34 South Austin’s Somnio’s Cafe, 1807 S. 
First St., closed Aug. 21 after opting to not 
renew its lease. 

35 Hot dog restaurant Dog Almighty, 
3005 S. Lamar Blvd., Ste. 114, shut its doors 
in August.

School Notes

36 Children’s Spanish immersion 
school Jardin de Niños Interlingua 
earned accreditation from the National 
Association for the Education of Young 
Children in August. The school is in its 
fourth year of operation and runs  
a north Central Austin location at  
2700 W. Anderson Lane, Ste. 601. 
www.austinbilingualschool.com

IMPACTS

News or questions about Central Austin? 
E-mail ctanews@impactnews.com.

Texas Sake Company will celebrate its grand open-
ing Oct. 1. The company brews its own sake. 

24
Siren’s Salon celebrated 10 years of business in 
September. The salon is a full-service salon.
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(512) 997-HOME                 ufcu.org

Goodbye 
Apartment  
& Welcome  

To Your  
New Home

Low fixed rate, low down payment  
and no closing costs
Ready to stop writing rent checks and start living in your 
first home? It’s easy with UFCU’s First Time Homebuyers 
Program.  It comes with everything you need to “get 
moving.”

•  Low fixed rates - to make your payments affordable
•  No closing costs* - which can save you thousands  

of dollars
•  Down payments as low as 3.5%
•  Loans up to $300,000
•  Friendly mortgage experts who will help you each
 step of the way

Home prices are down, mortgage rates are amazingly  
low and there are a lot of nice homes available. Go to  
ufcu.org or call (512) 997-HOME for more details today. 
Then, start planning your house warming party.

* Certain restrictions and requirements apply. UFCU will pay all normal
 buyer’s closing costs including lender fees, third party fees and escrow
 items.  Program subject to change without notice.

Comm Impact10x6.04_6-11.indd   1 6/21/11   4:36 PM

Thank You
to our honoree Rebecca Powers, founder of Impact Austin and to our 
sponsors for making this event a success. Your contributions make a 

difference to our students receiving scholarships.

Kristi Matus

Keith & 
Darci Weiser

Exclusive Platinum Sponsorship

Bronze Sponsorship

Silver Sponsorship

Gold Sponsorship

American Airlines • Aquila Commercial • Arts + Labor • BMT • The Bommarito Group • Beck
Brown McCarroll • CJG Engineers • Tom & Penny Cedel • Elizabeth Christian & Associates

Cunningham Allen • Don Graf • Heritage Title Company • Hillco Partners • HS&A
KGA Architecture • J.P. Morgan • Mt. Olive Lutheran Church & Preschool • The Powers Family

Regions Bank • Dr. & Mrs. Schmidt • Sodexo • T. Stacy & Associates • Thrivent Financial 
Wattinger Company, Inc. • VRW Construction Company, Inc. • Wattinger Service Company, Inc.

 
I 35 S @ Slaughter ● 512.291.5577    
 
N Mopac @ Parmer ● 512.835.5577 
 
   texasmedclinic.com 

     
WWWEEE’’’RERERE   HHHEREEREERE   WWWHENHENHEN      
YYYOUOUOU   NNNEEDEEDEED   UUUSSS   FFFOROROR... ... ...                                                      
         Flu shots.          .   
AND ALL OF LIFE’S LITTLE EMERGENCIES 

Serving South Central Texas since 1982 

Open 8am-11pm, Every Day 
 

Flu shots now available! 

Cost $24/ shot 

No appointment needed 

If you are 65 or older, ask about  
FluZone HD for added protection. 
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CALENDAR

Ongoing
Throughout October
Austin by Design
The month-long series of events promotes a 
variety of organizations that celebrate design 
in both the man-made and natural 
environments. The series kicks off with the 
American Institute of Architects—Austin’s 
25th annual Austin Homes Tour on Oct. 1–2. 
Featured events will include Barkitecture, a 
fundraiser that showcases dog houses created 
by local artists, as well as the Austin Design 
Riot, a celebration that hosts scavenger hunts, 
giveaways and speeches from architecture, 
interior design and creative experts. • Check 
website for schedule, admission costs and 
locations • www.austinbydesign.org

Every first Wednesday
Chapter One: Literature Out Loud
Hear short stories, poetry and the first 
chapters of books read out loud by library 
staff. • 3:30 p.m. • Free • Howson Branch of 
the Austin Public Library, 2500 Exposition 
Blvd. • 974-8800 • www.ci.austin.tx.us/library

Sponsored by

Find more or submit Central Austin events at  
www.impactnews.com/cta/calendar.

For a full list of Central Texas events visit  
www.impactnews.com/austin-metro/calendar.

To have Central Austin events included in the print edition, 
they must be submitted online by the second Friday  
of the month.

Sept. 24–25
By Phyllis Gasper

The biannual Pecan Street Festival has grown to become the city’s most popular free event, 
contributing $43 million to Austin’s economy and attracting more than 600,000 visitors each 
year. The festival showcases more than 400 artisans, performers and mobile tours and 
includes a petting zoo, art tent and carnival rides. More than 50 local musical acts perform on 
three stages throughout the weekend, with proceeds benefiting area nonprofit organizations. 

This year the festival is teaming up with Doc Seaton’s Magic Sideshow, a group of Central 
Texas magicians, who are putting together a full block of magicians, jugglers, acrobats and 
circus performers. Capital Metro is providing extended Saturday service from 11:30 a.m. to 
11:30 p.m. Sept. 24 for the event. • Sat. 11 a.m.–10 p.m., Sun. 11 a.m.–8 p.m. • Free • Sixth 
Street between Brazos Street and I-35 • 485-3190 • www.oldpecanstreetfestival.com 
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Hundreds of street performers will take to Sixth Street in September as part of the Old Pecan Street 
Festival’s fall 2011 run. Aside from performers, 50 musical acts are scheduled to play for attendees.

33rd annual Fall Old Pecan Street Festival
on a wild karaoke night out. The musical 
features hit songs of the ’80s and ’90s with 
a colorful cast of characters. • Fri. 8 p.m., 
Sat. 8 p.m. • $29–$49 • The Long Center, 
701 W. Riverside Drive • 474-5664  
www.thelongcenter.org

13 An Da Union
An Da Union is a group of young musicians 
hailing from the Xilingol Grassland area of 
Inner Mongolia. At this Texas debut, they 
perform with indigenous instruments to create 
music from all over Inner and Outer Mongolia. 
Excerpts from the documentary film, “Un Da 
Union from the Steppes to the City,” is to be 
featured during the performance. • 8 p.m.  
$10–$32 • The Long Center, 701 W. Riverside 
Drive • 474-5664 • www.thelongcenter.org  

15–16 Austin Chocolate Festival
Created for the serious chocolate lover, the 
festival consists of local chocolatiers and 
chocolate artisans who have the sugary treat 
on sale and available to sample. Some will 
also compete in contest categories such as 
Best Brownie and Most Creative Dessert. 
This year, the festival is raising money and 
awareness for multiple sclerosis, including the 
creation of an Austin Chocolate Festival Walk 
MS Team that anyone may join. • Sat.–Sun. 
10 a.m.–6 p.m. • Adults ($21.65), Children 
12 and younger ($10.83) • Norris Conference 
Center, 2525 West Anderson Lane • 637-0479  
www.austinchocolatefestival.com   

16 AIDS Walk
Lace up to raise awareness and funds and to 
provide care to people living with HIV/AIDS. 
The 5K walk is dog-friendly and its proceeds 
will benefit 10 local nonprofits, including AIDS 
Services of Austin. • Walk-up registration 
opens at 12:30 p.m., walk begins at 2 p.m. 
$20 • Austin City Hall, 301 W. Second St.  
459-2437 • www.asaustin.org

22 Viva la Vida Fest
Austin’s largest and longest-running Day of 
the Dead festival features Latino artists, live 
music and dance performances, educational 
art activities, downtown procession, costume 
contest and street celebration. Partial 
proceeds benefit the Mexic-Arte Museum’s 
education outreach programs. • Sat. 2–10 
p.m. • Free • Fifth Street between Congress 
Avenue and Brazos Street • 480-9373 
www.mexic-artemuseum.org 

22 Gypsy Picnic Trailer Food Festival
The second annual Gypsy Picnic Trailer Food 
Festival returns to Auditorium Shores this year 
with more than 40 food vendors, live music 
and a variety of food to sample for a low cost. 
The festival has expanded to twice the size 
of its 2010 event. While admission is free, 
attendees can visit any food trailer to get a 
reduced-cost sample of its menu. This event 
is also pet-friendly. • 11 a.m.–9 p.m. • Free  
Auditorium Shores, 800 W. Riverside Drive  
www.gypsypicnic.com

22–23 Texas Book Festival
When it was established in 1995 by first 
lady Laura Bush, The Texas Book Festival’s 
mission was to provide additional financial 
assistance to the state’s public libraries. The 
festival continues to award grants and has now 
evolved into a premier literary event, complete 
with author readings, panel discussions, book 
signings and musical entertainment. The 
festival also boasts more than 200 Texan and 
national authors and approximately 40,000 
visitors. • Free • State Capitol building   
477-4055 • www.texasbookfestival.org

24–25 ‘The Infernal Comedy: 
Confessions of a Serial Killer’
Hollywood actor John Malkovich stars in the 
Texas premiere of “The Infernal Comedy,” a 
play based on the real-life story of Austrian 
author and serial killer Jack Unterweger. Actor 
performances are accompanied by an on-
stage baroque orchestra. • Mon. 8 p.m., 
Tue. 8 p.m. • $10–$52 •  Bass Concert Hall, 
2350 Robert Dedman Drive • 471-2787  
www.texasperformingarts.org

September
22–29 Fantastic Fest
The largest genre film festival in the United 
States returns to the Paramount Theatre and 
the Alamo Drafthouse Cinema on South Lamar 
Boulevard. Fantastic Fest specializes in horror, 
fantasy, science-fiction and action films from 
around the world. This year’s lineup includes 
films from Korea, Russia, Japan and Belgium, 
as well as several world, North American and 
U.S. premieres. • Screening times vary   
$50–$205 • Paramount Theatre, 713 Congress 
Ave. and Alamo Drafthouse South Lamar, 
1120 S. Lamar Blvd. • www.fantasticfest.com

23–25 ‘RAIN: A Tribute to the Beatles’
This multimedia concert travels through 
the full range of The Beatles discography 
onstage. Direct from Broadway, the show 
recreates the sound of the Fabulous Four. 
Fri. 8 p.m., Sat. 2 p.m. and 8 p.m., Sun. 
1 p.m. and 7 p.m. • $25–$74 • The Long 
Center, 701 W. Riverside Drive • 474-5664  
www.thelongcenter.org

25 Austin Museum Day
The 14th annual Austin Museum Day 
is coordinated by the Austin Museum 
Partnership and features free exhibitions 
and activities at participating Austin-area 
museums. In 2010, 32 museums participated 
by offering free admission to visitors.  
Museum hours vary by location • Check 
museum website for hours of operation   
www.austinmuseums.org/index/museumday  

October
1 Austin Teen Book Festival
The Austin Public Library Friends Foundation 
expects more than 2,000 attendees at 
the festival celebrating the teen reading 
experience. Thirty critically acclaimed young 
adult fiction authors from around the country 
are to be featured, including Texas-born-and-
raised keynote speaker Scott Westerfeld.  
10 a.m.–5 p.m. • Free • Palmer Events Center, 
900 Barton Springs Road • 542-0076  
www.austinteenbookfestival.com

2 Be Well Walk
Created to help Austin families make 
informed and simple changes to improve 
nutrition and physical activity, The Michael 
& Susan Dell Foundation hosts its inaugural 
Be Well Walk. All proceeds from the walk will 
benefit 15 local nonprofit organizations that 
work to make Austin a healthier community. 
Participants receive a complimentary 
T-shirt and water bottle. • Sun. 4 p.m. • $25  
Longhorn Shores on Lady Bird Lake  
www.bewellwalk.org

7–8 ‘Girls’ Night: The Musical’
Grab your gal pals and follow the adventures 
of five friends as they relive their past, 
celebrate their present and look to the future 

Online Calendar

Compiled by Phyllis Gasper
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  Austin City Council
Austin City Hall, 301 W. Second St.
974-2497, www.ci.austin.tx.us/council

Oct. 6 and 20, 10 a.m.
City Council meetings are aired live on 
cable Channel 6 and webcast live at 
www.ci.austin.tx.us/channel6.

  Travis County 
Commissioners Court
314 11th St., Austin 
854-9425, www.co.travis.tx.us/
commissioners_court 

Meetings are every Tuesday at 9 a.m.

CITY AND COUNTY

Central Health approves budget 
The Central Health board of managers 

approved its 2011–12 budget Sept. 14.
The Travis County Commissioners 

Court is scheduled to approve the budget 
in late September.

To help fund the budget, the average 
taxpayer, with a homestead assessed at 
$218,345, would pay $172.27 annually—a 
$15.66 increase from 2010–11. 

The board voted to increase the tax rate 
from 7.27 cents to 7.89 cents per $100 of 
assessed value—an 8.5 percent increase. 

That 8.5 percent comes from: a 6.5 per-
cent increase in the operations and main-
tenance tax rate (0.47 cents); and 2 percent 
from a 0.15-cent tax for debt service.

The budget is $125.5 million, up $9.1 
million from 2010–11.

Health care delivery is the largest expen-
diture, comprising $118.2 million of the 

UT to study Barton Springs Pool, 
outline possible improvements

The Austin City Council approved an 
agreement with The University of Texas 
on Aug. 25 to study Barton Springs Pool to 
produce a model that will outline possible 
improvements to the natural springs. The 
model will focus on movement of water 
as it flows through the pool. With the 
study, the city will better understand what 
infrastructure changes need to be made 
to improve water quality, reduce accu-
mulation of flood debris and improve the 
habitat for the endangered Barton Springs 
Salamander.

Austin Water enacts Stage 2 watering restrictions in September 
Austin Water enacted Stage 2 manda-

tory watering restrictions Sept. 6. The 
water restrictions follow the city’s Drought 
Contingency Plan. 

Stage 2 restrictions include: watering 
allowed one day per week, hand-watering 
allowed anytime, no automatic irrigation 
after 10 a.m. on a designated watering day, 
vehicle washing on designated day before 

10 a.m., no charity car washes, no water 
served at restaurants unless requested and 
no washing of sidewalks, driveways or 
other paved areas. The watering schedule 
for residential odd addresses is Saturday, 
residential even addresses is Sunday, com-
mercial and multifamily odd addresses is 
Tuesday and commercial and multifamily 
even addresses is Friday.

austin

Travis County

Meetings

Austin parking meters will now allow drivers to 
purchase parking time into the following day.
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Researchers will look for ways to improve Barton 
Springs Pool’s water flow and water quality.
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Parking meter hours go into 
effect, new options added

Austin’s new parking meter hours 
went into effect Sept. 6, beginning a 
month-long city initiative to alert driv-
ers to the changes.

From I-35 to Lamar Boulevard, and 
Lady Bird Lake to 10th Street, the 
hours are Monday to Wednesday, 8 
a.m. to 6 p.m.; Thursday and Friday, 8 
a.m. to midnight; and Saturday, 11 a.m. 
to midnight. 

City of Austin representatives are 
distributing pamphlets through early 

October detailing the meter changes. The 
city will begin enforcing the change in 
early October as well.

$125.5 million budget. 
Central Health plans to use $19.8 million 

in reserves in the 2011–12 budget.
Board president Tom Coopwood 

thanked the board and staff and said that 
Central Health was still on the right track.

Compiled by Bobby Longoria and Joe Olivieri

WWW.MAUDIES.COM
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Austin Energy
Continued from | 1

Comment at impactnews.com

Council approval process goes as the util-
ity hopes, implementation of the new rates 
may occur as early as January.

The residential segment
According to AE’s cost-of-service study, 

the residential customer segment makes up 
$107 million of the $131 million revenue 
deficit, urging the need for a 28.7 percent 
increase in the residential class.

AE has outlined four increased rate 
options for residential users that will be 
considered by City Council. Depending on 
usage and which option is chosen, the rates 
will change a residential customer’s bill by as 
much as 60 percent or as little as 5 percent.

In comparison, commercial and indus-
trial users, depending on usage, face a 
change as high as 22 percent or as low as 
1 percent.

Nineteen of AE’s large industrial users 
have fixed rates that have been under con-
tract since 2007 and will not end until 
2015, Austin Energy spokesman Ed Clark 
said. These 19 users are classified by their 
use of 3 megawatts or more of energy at any 
given time. A megawatt is 1,000 kilowatts; 
the average house uses about 6 kilowatts of 
energy at any given time.

Even if the rate redesign was implemented 
in January 2012, the utility would have a $30 
million deficit for the 2011–12 fiscal year, 
a $75 million deficit for the 2012–13 fiscal 
year, and ultimately would not break even 
until 2016, Clark said. Until the 19 large 
industrial user contracts expire in 2015, they 
account for $20 million of the deficit every 
year. Their rates would then be raised in 
2015 to meet the $20 million needed.

Market evolution defers old methods
Electric Utility Commission member 

Linda Shaw joined the commission in 
1994, the moment the commission began 
a lengthy series of meetings concerning the 
last rate redesign.

Shaw said as more utilities become dereg-
ulated across the state, the competitive mar-
ket rises, resulting in sales and buying of 
electricity based more on who has the lowest 
price and not the best long-term goal.

“If you charge too much for your energy, 
if you put it out there to sell and it costs you 
more than what the market bears—you 
can’t sell your idle generation,” Shaw said.

In the past, AE has paid for expansion 
with cash, but recently the utility has had 
to borrow more and more.

“We have gotten to the point we don’t 
have cash to do those things; we have to 
borrow,” Weis said. “Cost of transmission 
has gone up and a piece of a copper wire 
has gone up. All of these costs have gone up 
significantly. We have not addressed that 
and that is why it’s time.”

The Electric Utility Commission can 
only give guidance to the City Council and 
has no hand in the final decision. Shaw 
expects that the rate redesign will not pass 
through City Council smoothly, however, 
and it might be appealed to Texas’ Public 
Utility Commission.

“There has already been some inclina-
tions [by the Public Involvement Commit-
tee] that they feel rates are not fair,” Shaw 
said. “It will be appealed to the PUC, which, 
of course, would examine everything.”

The public’s perception
Carol Biedrzycki, executive director of 

Texas Ratepayers’ Organization to Save 
Energy, said her group sent a letter to City 
Council, signed by 22 citizens representing 
13 groups, outlining their disapproval of 
the rate redesign.

Biedrzycki said the rate increase is being 
allocated disproportionately to residential 
customers and was formed to reward the 
industrial class.

Weis said 60 percent of AE’s customer 
base uses less than 1,000 kilowatt hours 
per month and are paying $6 a month for a 
customer charge. The monthly charge may 
increase from $6 to a value as high as $30 
or as low as $10 for the various residential 
options. 

“This huge customer charge … also 
disproportionately impacts low-income 
customers who can least afford the rate 
increase,” Biedrzycki said.

AE’s Nov. 5, 2010, affordability study 
analyzed the residential electricity burden 
felt by customers from 2006 to 2008.

Customers with homes that fell under 50 
percent of the federal poverty threshold, 

with a family of four income limit of $10,514 
per year, paid 39.3 percent of their income 
per year on their electric bill. In contrast, 
customers in the 51 percent to 100 percent 
threshold, who make $21,027 per year, paid 
10.5 percent of their income per year on 
their electric bill.

The study details the burden for several 
thresholds, including homes that make 
$105,135 per year and that pay only 2.3 per-
cent of their income on their electric bill. 
The results made researchers wonder at 
what level does any utility-related burdens 
begin to affect public policy.

“A number of observers have used  
6 percent as a potential normative thresh-
old upon which households paying above 
this amount are faced with electricity 
burden,” the study said. “Below 150 per-
cent of the poverty threshold, households 

experience a very high electricity burden 
and perhaps what a reasonable observer 
would suggest is deserving of public policy 
intervention.”

Going forward
The Electric Utility Commission will meet 

on Oct. 3 and 17, after which the rate rede-
sign and the commission’s recommenda-
tions will go to the City Council in Novem-
ber and December. Approval of the rate 
redesign may be as soon as early December 
with implementation by January.

Apparent dissatisfaction of the rate rede-
sign suggests that the rate redesign will 
likely reach the PUC before being adopted. 
If so, Austin Energy’s goal of a January 2012 
implementation may drift even further.

austin Energy service area boundaries
Residents affected by the rate increase 
includes utility users throughout Austin, as well 
as sections of east and west Travis County.

Austin Energy 
service area

Shared utility 
service area

Mustang Ridge

183

45
TOLL

130
TOLL

183A
TOLL

290

290

290

79

1431

MoPac

620

360

71

95

35

WILLIAmSON COUNTy

Pflugerville

Sunset Valley

Rollingwood

Cedar Park

hAyS COUNTy

Source: Austin Energy

TRAVIS COUNTy
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GRAB SOME LUNCH AT A FOOD 
TRAILER. SPOT LESLIE ON 6TH. 
JOG AROUND LADY BIRD LAKE. 
TAKE IN THE VIEW AT MOUNT 
BONNELL.                      GET SOME 
COFFEE.             VISIT 
THE DOCTOR’S OFFICE. DASH 
TO A FREE SHOW ON THE EAST 
SIDE. GET FROM CAPMETRO TO 
THE OFFICE. MEET A FRIEND. 
COOL OFF AT BARTON SPRINGS.  

Must be 18 years or older to register. Must have valid U.S. driver’s license.

Between where you are and where you want to be, there’s car2go.
Just take a car2go when you need it, and park it when you’re done.
No mandatory reservations or late fees. Register at Austincar2go.com.

 
 

CommunityImpact_C2G_BusySchedule_10x12.25.pdf   1   9/9/11   1:35 PM
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Downtown plan
Continued from | 1

At a glance: Austin’s Central Urban Redevelopment Combining District
Although they still fall into regular zoning districts, property owners within the CURE district’s boundaries are allowed 
to use CURE’s second-layer zoning provisions that offer special relief from certain city rules to redevelop and grow 
their properties. The Downtown Austin Plan calls for owners instead to go through the density bonus program.

What is 

What is a density bonus?
A density bonus is an incentive-based tool that 

permits developers to increase the maximum 
allowable floor area or height on a property  

in exchange for helping the community  
achieve public policy goals.

What type of revenue will a 
DDBP generate for Austin?

According to the Downtown Austin Plan, 
a density bonus for residential projects 

downtown could generate $30 million in funds 
over a 20- to 30-year period if at least 50 

percent of eligible sites are developed.  

What does a density bonus 
help accomplish?

Many cities utilize a density bonus to 
incentivize affordable housing. Typically this 

incentive can be achieved either by providing 
a portion of developed area as affordable 
housing (“on-site”), or in some cases by 

charging a fee, in lieu of constructing on-site 
affordable housing. Under the city’s proposed 
DDBP, the funds produced from the program 

could cover the construction of anywhere 
between 130 to 330 affordable housing units. 

the Downtown Density 
Bonus Program?

as a means of getting relief from some of 
the requirements that would otherwise flow 
from the base district,” Robertson said. “In 
other words, CURE can be used as a way of 
getting relief from height or density limita-
tions [that would come with other zoning 
districts].”

Since development of the Downtown 
Austin Plan began in 2008, the majority of 
the feedback received by the city led plan-
ners to incorporate the elimination of the 
CURE rezoning process in the plan’s origi-
nal recommendations.

“Our recommendation back in the 
November 2010 draft was that the CURE 
combining district no longer be available 
downtown as a means to adding height or 
density in terms of floor to area ratio,” Rob-
ertson said. “There is a downtown density 
bonus program in existence right now, but 
it’s never been utilized because every prop-
erty owner that has sought to get additional 
height or density has opted to go through 
the CURE route instead.”

A density bonus program is an incen-
tive-based tool that allows developers to 
increase the maximum allowable floor area 
or height on a property in exchange for 
community assistance.

Since November, however, and after fur-
ther discussions with the community and 
city commissions, Robertson said his staff 
thought that perhaps eliminating CURE 
entirely may not be the best path to take.

“We decided that probably at least as 
an interim step to the downtown density 
bonus program, it might be a good idea 
to leave the CURE program in place, that 
maybe some degree of giving the Planning 
Commission and City Council the discre-
tion to allow cases not to be completed 
purely through the administrative route 
might be a good thing.” 

Instead, Robertson and his staff submitted 
an amendment for the DAP to City Council 
on Aug. 18 that would create a set of criteria 
each CURE rezoning property must meet. 
This would give city officials and commis-
sioners guidance when reviewing cases, 
since redevelopment zoning requests come 
with different specifications and scenarios, 

and would give officials the leeway to judge 
each on a case-by-case basis, he said.

“It would be a more structured, transpar-
ent evaluation of a CURE project than is 
the case today,” Robertson said. “And hope-
fully that would enable the Planning Com-
mission and City Council to reach a struc-
tured decision on a particular project.”

Creating division
When city planners added the amend-

ment to keep CURE rezoning in the DAP, 
the division among City Council mem-
bers became apparent. For Robertson, the 
change came about “in case we haven’t cali-
brated it just right,” and officials can judge 
for themselves whether a case should win is 
CURE zoning change. 

On one hand, some officials applaud the 

change, saying it will help provide relief for 
developers who want to add to their proper-
ties and generate more downtown revenue. 

“I’m in the odd position of understand-
ing both sides of this argument,” Council-
man Bill Spelman said during the Aug. 18 
City Council meeting. “I can see why there 
might be very good reason for having CURE 
as a safety valve, and I can understand rea-
sons why we want to really clamp down on 
CURE or even eliminate it entirely.”

On the other hand, some council mem-
bers disapprove of the loophole, saying it 
hinders the city’s ability to appropriately 
add density to its base.

“I was very surprised to hear that the 
recommendation had shifted from what is 
actually in the plan,” Councilwoman Kathie 
Tovo said. “There are certainly members of 

the development community who don’t want 
to go through the downtown density bonus 
program and would rather come down here 
and ask for a zoning change, which 100 per-
cent of the time, I believe, they’ve received.”

Tovo credited the large return on invest-
ment developers can receive by going 
through the bonus program in order to 
seek height rather than CURE rezoning.

“Returning some of that increase in value 
to the community, in my mind, is appropri-
ate,” she said.

The Planning Commission also voted to 
put its support behind the density bonus 
program at its Sept. 13 meeting. City Coun-
cil will hold a public hearing on Oct. 6 and is 
scheduled to vote on the plan in November.
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STAGE 2 WATER RESTRICTIONS                                    

• Residential car washing only on designated 
watering days/times. No charity car 
washes.
• No washing of sidewalks, driveways, park-

ing areas or paved areas except to alleviate 
health/safety hazard.
• Limit golf fairway irrigation to designated 

days and times. 
• No water to be served at restaurants unless 

requested.
• No outdoor fountains except to provide 

aeration for aquatic life.
• No automatic fill valves for pools/ponds.

REPORT VIOLATIONS TO 3-1-1

STAGE  

WATER
Saturday FridayTuesdaySunday

One Day Watering ONLY

RESTRICTIONS
TOOK EFFECT
SEPTEMBER 6

Violating water restrictions is a class C  
misdemeanor with a $475 fine. 

REPORT VIOLATIONS TO 3-1-1

STAGE  

WATER
Saturday FridayTuesdaySunday

One Day Watering ONLY

RESTRICTIONS
TOOK EFFECT
SEPTEMBER 6

Visit  
WaterWiseAustin.org 
for more information.

Drs. April Harris, Terrence Kuhlmann 
and Christopher Wilson 

are very pleased to welcome 

Dr. Allison Urrutia 
to the practice of 

Obstetrics and Gynecology 

GYNICS ASSOCIATES 
1007 East 41st Street, Austin 78751 

w w w. g y n i c s . c o m

Providing Quality 
Healthcare Since 1966

Appointments are now being accepted with Dr. Urrutia  
512.451.3131 • info@gynics.com
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“For the purpose of electing 
people, those new boundaries 
take effect in November for next 
year’s elections,” he said.

The court and the law
The Travis County Commis-

sioners Court runs, and makes 
policy for, the county govern-
ment. 

County residents are repre-
sented by one of four commis-
sioners—Ron Davis (Precinct 
1), Sarah Eckhardt (Precinct 2), 
Huber (Precinct 3) or Gomez 
(Precinct 4)—who serve four-
year terms.

Federal law requires all single-
member precincts to update their 
borders every 10 years when new 
census data is available. 

Each commissioner’s precinct 
should ideally have the exact same 
population, but the law allows up 
to a 10 percent difference between 
the populations of the largest and 
smallest precincts.

The Federal Voting Rights Act 
states that if a minority popula-
tion is the majority in a commis-
sioner’s precinct, redistricting 
cannot significantly reduce its 
population or influence.

Each of the 17 maps the court 
considered met the Voting Rights 
Act’s guidelines, said George 
Korbel with Korbel Research, the 
county’s redistricting consulting 
firm.

The adopted map has an 8.3 
percent difference between the 
largest and smallest precinct pop-
ulations. Precinct 3 has 266,927—
10,860 more than the ideal of 
256,067. Precinct 4 has 245,573—
10,494 fewer than the ideal. 

Roving borders
Each commissioner’s precinct 

changed borders as a result of 
redistricting.

Precinct 3 adopted the follow-
ing areas from precincts 2 and 4:
•	 West 11th Street to Martin 

Luther King Boulevard between 
Cliff Street and I-35, west cam-
pus area 

•	 East 11th Street to West Cesar 
Chavez Street between Colo-
rado Street and I-35

•	 West 12th Street to West Third 
Street between Colorado Street 
and Shoal Creek Boulevard

•	 South Lamar Boulevard from 
Lady Bird Lake to West Oltorf 
Street
Precinct 2 adopted the fol-

lowing areas along I-35 from 
Precinct 1:
•	 Guadalupe Street to I-35 

between 45th Street and 53rd 
Street

•	 The Triangle, the area near the 
intersection of North Lamar 
Boulevard and Guadalupe 
Street 

•	 Duval Street to I-35 between 
45th Street and 38th Street, 
Harris Park Avenue

•	 Waller Creek to I-35 between 
38th Street and Martin Luther 
King Boulevard

•	 East Martin Luther King Bou-
levard to 29th Street between 
Guadalupe Street and Waller 
Creek

Political and racial makeup
The Commissioners Court 

weighed several criteria, such as 
trends in political affiliation, pro-
jected future growth and popula-
tion statistics about racial concen-
trations.

All four precincts supported 
President Barack Obama in the 
2008 election and Democratic 
candidate Bill White for governor 
in 2010. In both races, Huber’s 
precinct did so by the smallest 
margins.

Eckhardt said she gave parts of 
downtown to Huber to compen-
sate for Democratic-leaning pre-
cincts Huber gave to Gomez.

The adopted map grew Precinct 
4’s majority Hispanic population 
from 56 percent to 56.1 percent.

“In the west, I took in a lot of 
Hispanics,” Gomez said. “Those 
precincts have a lot in common 
[with Precinct 4]: a common 
culture, a common language and 
education.”

Commissioner reactions
Eckhardt called the map “ser-

viceable” and said the flavor of 
her precinct has changed. Losing 
Pflugerville to Precinct 1 was a big 
change and her gains along I-35 
make her “the eighth member of 
the Austin City Council,” she said. 

Eckhardt said she now repre-
sents areas near Steiner Ranch and 
FM 620, which have their own 
issues and policy preferences. 

Gomez said that although redis-
tricting is “always a tough situa-
tion,” she said thought the process 
went well.

“[Precinct 4] had to grow,” she 
said. “It was and remains the small-
est precinct. I couldn’t afford to 
give up any population. I was told 
that for every precinct I gave up, I’d 
have to take two to make up for it.”

Huber said she was unhappy 
with how the redistricting pro-
cess went and how she had been 
“out-voted.”

“I have 14 municipalities in my 
precinct [not including Austin]. 
Think of all of the municipal play-
ers involved,” she said. “I have a 
section of downtown Austin now. 
Think of all of the special inter-
ests, transportation and mobility 
issues I have to be a part of now.”

She said her precinct has nine 
emergency service precincts, 
39 emergency service district 
appointments, four chambers of 
commerce and six school pre-
cincts, not including Austin. 

“I wish we could have done bet-
ter,” she said.

Comment at impactnews.com

Redistricting
Continued from | 1

Source: Travis County
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The Travis County Commissioners 
Court was required to redraw its 
borders this year to match new 
census data.

On Sept. 13, the Commissioners 
Court accepted a new map and 
submitted it for federal approval. 

The top map reflects Central 
Austin’s former Precinct 2 
boundary. The bottom map 
reflects the new boundary.

Population changes

•	 Precinct 1: 
244,108 to 250,335

•	 Precinct 2: 
250,303 to 261,431

•	 Precinct 3:  
299,842 to 266,927

•	 Precinct 4: 
229,923 to 245,573

Before and after: Central Austin’s precinct border revisions

Relief from: Back Pain  •  Head and Neck Pain  •  Sciatica
Herniated Disc  •  Sports Injuries  •  Joint Pain  •  Cancer Pain

Pelvic Pain  •  Chest Pain  •  All Types of Pain

North Austin   •   South Austin   •   Georgetown   •   Bastrop
512-485-7200  •  PAINSPECIALISTSOFAUSTIN.COM

BOARD CERTIFIED ANESTHESIOLOGISTS
FELLOWSHIP TRAINED IN PAIN MANAGEMENT

Discounts up to 40%*

Here’s my idea 
of economic 
stimulus:

If your economy needs some stimulation, I’ll show you how to make 
your car insurance dollars work harder. Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there.® CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

P090102 04/09 State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

Nancy Callahan, Agent
3500 Jefferson, Suite 313
Austin, TX 78731
Bus: 512-451-7573 
Toll Free: 866-451-7573
www.nancyjocallahan.com
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Austin ISD

  Education  FOC

Becker 2
Dawson 6
Galindo 8

Travis Heights 17

Lee 11  Brentwood 3  
Gullett 9

Highland Park 10
Reilly 15  

Ridgetop 16

Barton Hills 1
Bryker Woods 4

Casis 5
Mathews 12

Pease 13
Zilker 19

Doss 7Pillow 14
Wooten 18

O. Henry 25 Kealing 22 Lamar 23Murchison 24Burnet 20

Travis 29  Austin 27 McCallum 28Anderson 26

Fulmore 21

AUSTIN ISD FEEDER CHART
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By Taylor Short and Amy Deis
Next spring, hundreds of thousands of 

students across the state will tackle the 
State of Texas Assessments of Academic 
Readiness—or STAAR test. The new exam 
will have more demanding requirements 
and several more tests than the Texas 
Assessment of Knowledge and Skills.

Students in third through ninth grades 
will take the STAAR next year, but the 
roughly 350,000 ninth graders statewide 
who just started the school year will be 
the first class required to pass 12 end-of-
course (EOC) exams to graduate from 
high school.

“Since students should master the 
[state-mandated curriculum] in order to 
receive credit on subjects taken in high 
school, and since the EOCs will test that 

By Joe Olivieri 
The John F. Kennedy Center for the 

Performing Arts selected Austin for its Any 
Given Child program, which creates a long-
range arts education plan for students in 
kindergarten through eighth grade, draw-
ing from local and community resources.

The program “seeks to bring access, 
balance and equity to each child’s arts 
education, using an affordable model 
that combines the resources of the school 
district, local arts groups and the Kennedy 
Center,” center representatives said.

Kennedy Center staff will conduct a 
nine-month-long audit of existing arts 
education needs and available school and 
community resources.

Darrell Ayers, vice president of educa-
tion at the Kennedy Center, said the audit 
will build off of existing local research 
and studies.

“Our goal is not sustainability, but ... 
‘thrive-ability’,” he said. 

Local educators will also have access to 
the Kennedy Center’s online resources, 
lessons and professional development.

“The goal of the second phase is to 
provide a tapestry of arts education, 
strategically weaving together existing arts 
resources within the schools with those 
available from community providers and 
the Kennedy Center in order to reach every 
child,” the center said in a statement.

MindPOP, an arts partnership repre-
senting 50 arts and cultural agencies, will 
help manage the program locally.

Meria Carstarphen, superintendent of 
the Austin Independent School District, 
said data shows that the arts make a huge 
difference in the lives of children.

“[Children] learn more, and [the arts] 
help them stay more engaged,” she said.

Austin is the seventh city to be selected 
for the Any Given Child program. It joins 
Sacramento, Calif.; Springfield, Mo.; Port-
land, Ore.; and Las Vegas, among others.

(From left) Mayor Lee Leffingwell, Kennedy Center Vice President of Education Darrell Ayers, MindPOP 
Executive Director Brent Hasty and Austin ISD Superintendent Meria Carstarphen discuss the program.

District prepares for STAAR exam, more 
standardized testing, tougher standards

Austin, Kennedy Center partner for the arts 
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Blueprints for each assessment were 
developed with test lengths ranging from 
30–60 items

Standards set separately for each grade 
and subject and based on the examination 
of test content

Standards have remained consistent since 
the first operational administration in 2003

Assesses standards that prepare students 
for the next grade or course

Students must pass three end-of-course 
tests in each of four core subject areas to 
receive a diploma

Assessments will increase in length at most 
grades and subjects

Assessments will encompass only the 
curriculum for that grade or course, with the 
exception of science at grades 5 and 8 

Overall test difficulty will be increased by 
assessing skills at a greater depth and level 
of cognitive complexity

Links performance year to year from grades 
3–8 to high school and from specific 
courses to college and career readiness

In grades 9–11, grade-level assessments 
evaluate content from multiple courses

Standards aligned across grades and 
courses within a content area
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commended performance category
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level of mastery, the EOC approach gives 
a better picture of what students have 
learned than did the TAKS exit-level 
exams,” said Mark Billingsley, director of 
systemwide testing for Austin Indepen-
dent School District.

In 2009, state lawmakers mandated the 
Texas Education Agency to develop a new 
state assessment test.

TEA spokeswoman Suzanne March-
man said a larger emphasis on college 
and career readiness is what drove the 
change.

“[Legislators] wanted the test to indicate 
that the students understood the Texas 
curriculum—which is what TAKS does—
but also show whether students were ready 
for college or post-secondary education or 
training for a career,” she said.

These are the AISD schools in the Central Austin distribution area as defined by Community Impact Newspaper.
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2010–11 STATISTICS State District

Economically disadvantaged 59.1% 62.7%

Limited English proficient (LEP) 16.9% 29.2%

Average years experience of teachers 11.3 11.2

Average actual salaries of teachers $48,638 $44,243

SUBjECT State 2010 District 2010 State 2011

Reading 91% 87% 90%

Math 82% 78% 84%

Writing 93% 90% 92%

Science 78% 74% 83%

Social studies 93% 91% 95%

DISTRICT SCORES By GRADE

2011 TAKS preliminary scores (sum of all grades tested)

Grade 3 Reading 94% Math 88%

Grade 4 Reading 86% Math 89%

Grade 5 Reading 83% Math 48%

Grade 6 Reading 80% Math 80%

Grade 7 Reading 80% Math 78%

Grade 8 Reading 87% Math 75%

Grade 9 Reading 90% Math 71%

Grade 10 English/Language Arts 87% Math 75%

Grade 11 English/Language Arts 91% Math 88%
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Elementary schools

1  Barton Hills 2108 Barton Hills Drive 414-2013 1964 377 Exemplary 13.1% 98% 94% 98% 98% 100% 98% 100% 100% 100% 94%

2  Becker 906 W. Milton St. 414-2019 1936 299 Exemplary 91.5% 95% 93% 100% 100% 92% 100% 100% 100% N/A N/A

3  Brentwood 6700 Arroyo Seco 414-2039 1951 530 Recognized 53.2% 90% 90% 91% 88% 94% 91% 100% 98% N/A N/A

4  Bryker Woods 3309 Kerbey Lane 414-2054 1939 396 Exemplary 11.8% 95% 94% 100% 100% 98% 94% 99% 98% 93% 99%

5  Casis 2710 Exposition Blvd. 414-2062 1951 844 Exemplary 3.8% 99% 99% 99% 98% 100% 99% 100% 100% N/A N/A

6  Dawson 7005 Northledge Drive 414-2365 1970 351 Exemplary 91.3% 95% 91% 98% 93% 94% 94% 97% 100% N/A N/A

7  Doss 3001 S. First St. 414-2070 1952 782 Exemplary 14.1% 98% 98% 98% 96% 98% 98% 100% 100% N/A N/A

8  Galindo 3800 S. Second St. 414-1756 1988 704 Recognized 91.2% 92% 86% 98% 78% 82% 89% 92% 92% N/A N/A

9  Gullett 6310 Treadwell Blvd. 414-2082 1958 584 Exemplary 9.3% 97% 94% 99% 92% 96% 96% 100% 97% N/A N/A

10  Highland Park 4900 Fairview Drive 414-2090 1952 670 Exemplary 7.7% 99% 98% 100% 98% 99% 98% 100% 100% N/A N/A

11  Lee 3308 Hampton Road 414-2098 1939 434 Exemplary 12.9% 99% 96% 98% 98% 99% 97% 97% 100% 100% 100%

12  Mathews 906 W. Lynn St. 414-4406 1916 388 Exemplary 52.4% 95% 96% 100% 98% 91% 98% 98% 100% 92% 94%

13  Pease 1106 Rio Grande St. 414-4428 1876 261 Recognized 27.5% 96% 95% 92% 92% 94% 97% 100% 95% 92% 92%

14  Pillow 3025 Crosscreek Drive 414-2350 1969 676 Acceptable 67.3% 91% 87% 92% 81% 90% 92% 97% 90% N/A N/A

15  Reilly 405 Denson Drive 414-4464 1954 307 Recognized 94.7% 89% 83% 94% 81% 61% 91% 100% 96% N/A N/A

16  Ridgetop 5005 Caswell Ave. 414-4469 1939 251 Acceptable 91.5% 93% 95% 83% 79% 96% 83% 100% 95% N/A N/A

17  Travis Heights 2010 Alameda Drive 414-4495 1939 548 Acceptable 77.1% 89% 88% 86% 84% 88% 98% 92% 92% N/A N/A

18  Wooten 1406 Dale Drive 414-2315 1954 718 Recognized 98.1% 86% 84% 92% 80% 90% 88% 98% 88% N/A N/A

19  Zilker 1900 Bluebonnet Lane 414-2327 1950 552 Recognized 37.3% 98% 94% 92% 81% 96% 89% 98% 98% N/A N/A

MIDDLE SCHOOLS 2010 Results 6th 7th 8th

20  Burnet 8401 Hathaway Drive 414-3225 1961 1,013 Unacceptable 94.5% 67% 64% 65% 78% 65% 69% 83% 70%

21  Fulmore 201 E. Mary St. 414-3207 1886 1,016 Acceptable 75.5% 81% 75% 74% 71% 75% 67% 93% 80%

22  Kealing 1607 Pennsylvania Ave. 414-3214 1986 1,233 Acceptable 43.9% 91% 86% 87% 87% 91% 87% 96% 90%

23  Lamar 6201 Wynona Ave. 414-3217 1955 582 Unacceptable 54.6% 87% 79% 90% 89% 86% 73% 94% 82%

24  Murchison 3700 North Hills Drive 414-3254 1967 1,341 Acceptable 23.8% 96% 94% 89% 88% 95% 93% 99% 96%

25  O. Henry 2610 W. 10th St. 414-3229 1953 1,025 Acceptable 38.9% 91% 86% 88% 88% 89% 86% 96% 92%

HIGH SCHOOLS 2010 Results 9th 10th 11th

26  Anderson 8403 Mesa Drive 414-2538 1973 2,089 Acceptable 21.8% 94% 91% 95% 90% 90% 86% 97% 97%

27  Austin 1715 Cesar Chavez St. 414-2505 1975 2,315 Acceptable 35.7% 93% 82% 81% 71% 91% 81% 96% 93%

28  McCallum 5600 Sunshine Drive 414-2519 1953 1,846 Acceptable 38.7% 92% 84% 89% 77% 88% 81% 95% 94%

29  Travis 1211 Oltorf St. 414-2527 1953 1,412 Acceptable 79% 82% 66% 80% 60% 76% 66% 88% 85%

2011 TAKS results by grade2010 TAKS
results by 
campus
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NEWS REPORT

By Kate Hull
Austin bike shop Mellow Johnny’s, 

located at 400 Nueces St., and the Capital 
Area Metropolitan Planning Organiza-
tion are coming together to provide the 
city with a public bicycle-sharing pro-
gram funded by a federal grant. 

The bike shop, which has a mission to 
get more people on bikes—primarily in 
the downtown area—is vying for part 
of a $70 million federal transportation 
grant and bond through CAMPO. The 
bond, which will be decided Oct. 10, 
has allocated 15 percent of the funds 
to pedestrian- and bicycling-targeted 
projects. 

CAMPO began accepting public input 
online on Sept. 1 to facilitate a discus-
sion on which of the submitted projects 
the public would like to see added to the 
city. The last of eight public meetings are 
also being held Sept. 26 and 28 prior to 
the final meeting. A list of the various 
projects is also on CAMPO’s website.

“[The program] is federal funding that 
has been allocated through us to distrib-
ute,” said Cathy Stephens, the project 
submissions manager for CAMPO.

The bike-share program will be ranked 
accordingly with other projects vying for 

Mellow Johnny’s, CAMPO unite to seek 
funding for city bike-sharing program

Mellow Johnny’s is working with the City of Austin to produce a federally funded bike-share program.
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the funds. The public is encouraged to read 
the criteria and comment, Stephens said.

The bicycle-sharing program will 
allow people to rent a bike at one of the 
50 proposed bike stations, ride to their 
desired locations and drop off their rental 
bikes at a separate location. The program 
promotes mobility and encourages using 
cycling as a means of transportation.

Sponsored by the City of Austin, Mel-
low Johnny’s has partnered with Austin 
advertising group GSD&M and other 
private partners to request a $2 million 
portion of the bond and is currently rais-
ing $500,000 in private funds to make the 
bicycle-sharing program a reality.

The goal of Mellow Johnny’s initiative 
is to prevent Austin from footing any 
part of the bill associated with the bike-
sharing project, Mellow Johnny’s General 
Manager Craig Staley said. Instead, funds 
are being sought from federal grants and 
private donations.

A public hearing will be held in Sep-
tember, and the approved projects will be 
announced in October, Staley said.  

“It is huge for Austin,” he said. “The 
idea is to promote mobility in the city 
and to get [people] out in key spots 
and hopefully grow the program into 

neighborhoods. It gives us a very quick 
and very inexpensive solution that we 
desperately need in Austin.”

Staley said they are eyeing bicycle-shar-
ing company B-Cycle as a bicycle vendor 
for the project. The cycling company 
Trek—whose products are among those 
sold at Mellow Johnny’s—owns B-Cycle.

The bikes are adjustable for a wide 
range of heights. They are designed for 
year-round, outdoor daily use. They are 
heavy and clunky to avoid theft, and 
each has individual identification that 

can be tracked if stolen.
B-Cycle’s program is being used in cities 

throughout the country, including San 
Antonio; Portland, Ore.; and Denver.

“We would love Austin to become a 
cycling community, too … we are big pro-
ponents of downtown and we love what 
[downtown Austin] has become,” Staley 
said. “Getting people on bikes means 
more people on sidewalks, out of their 
cars and enjoying the city they have.”

For more information on the program, 
visit www.mellowjohnnys.com.
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NATURE’S TREASURE COMMUNITY CENTER NOW OPEN! 
Space available for meetings, classes, seminars, events, and practitioners.

STILL HONORING 2 STAMP TUESDAYS!
Our Stamp program awards you a stamp per visit with 20% off ALL your 
purchases with your 5th stamp. 

RECEIVE 2 STAMPS PER VISIT ON TUESDAYS!

ntrocks.com

North Austin, 2307 Kramer Lane 
512.833.7760
Georgetown, 4300 South IH-35
512.864.7319

Nature’s Treasures

Central Austin, 4103 N. IH-35 • 512.472.5015 • Open 7 days

“We Rock”“We Rock”

OTHER LOCATIONS:

Fountain’s • CD’s • Spheres • Jewelry • Hearts • Obelisks • Globes • Carvings • Oils • Incense • Candles • Beads & Findings • Gifts 
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 3

5

Airport Blvd.

45th St.

381/2 St.
Wilshire 
Blvd.
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BUSINESS INSIDER

After growing his liquor store 
Triangle Wine & Spirits since 
he purchased the space in 2010, 
owner Simon Madera said he 
now has another mission: to 
grow the store’s new delivery 
service just as quickly.

“Traffic here has been great, 
but the delivery service is 
making it go to another level,” 
Madera said. “We’re adding a 
unique service for residents.” 

By calling the store, any adult 
resident in Central Austin can 
have his or her choice of alcohol 
delivered. Each delivery must 
have a minimum order of $50, 
and a $10 delivery fee will be 
added as well. 

Although the liquor shop is 
located in The Triangle off North 
Lamar Boulevard, Madera is 
targeting customers throughout 
the city’s central core. He said he 
recently received his first deliv-
ery request from The W Hotel in 
downtown Austin. 

The store’s liquor lineup is 
available on its website and 

Local stay-at-home mom 
Paige Powell has developed Tub 
of Toys, an online toy-sharing 
business that allows parents to 
pay for toy rentals, rather than 
pay full price for new toys their 
children may toss to the side.

“Not only does it help de-
clutter your home of unwanted 
and unused toys, it can save 
families hundreds of dollars 
each year while still being able 
to provide high-quality, inter-
active toys,” Powell said. 

By visiting the program’s 
website, parents can select 

which toys to rent for their 
children. Parents can fill up 
a “tub” online with their 
selected toys for $25, before tax. 
Each toy is also fully cleaned, 
sanitized and shrink-wrapped 
after every rental. Toy rentals 
can last for 30 days or longer, 
according to the program. 

“After their child outgrows 
the toys, gets sick of the toys or 
simply isn’t interested in the 
toys, parents can hop online and 
order a new set,” Powell said.

Visit www.tuboftoys.com to 
learn more about the program.

A business started in 2007 
has turned out to be an inter-
national adventure for local 
fitness expert Kim Overton.

After launching her product 
SPIbelt four years ago, Over-
ton has seen growing success 
come from her design.

“After experiencing such 
an overwhelming positive 
response from both retailers 
and the end-consumer, we 
knew our design was filling a 

need for the person with an 
active lifestyle,” Overton said. 

The SPIbelt—which stands 
for small personal item belt—
is a belt designed to hold small 
items, such as keys, MP3 play-
ers and other items. Overton 
has also designed belts for 
athletes, children and water 
activities.

For more information on 
Overton and her product,  
visit www.spibelt.com.

Triangle liquor shop sees renewed success 
with addition of delivery service in Austin

Austin resident launches toy rental site

Four-year-old venture wins global spotlight

includes fine wines, table wines, 
craft beers and a variety of 
liquors. Madera can also order 
specially requested items.

“We will cater to what people 
want,” he said. “The beauty of 
this service … is it keeps people 
from drinking and driving.” 

Delivery is available after  
5 p.m. during the week and all 
day on Saturday. 
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Owner Simon Madera first purchased Triangle Wine and Spirits in October 2010.

By Andrea Leptinsky

Triangle Wine & Spirits
4601 N. Lamar Blvd., Ste. 501
420-9700
www.trianglespirits.com
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Our Doctors

(located in the Professional Office Building on the 
University Medical Center Brackenridge campus)

SetonFamilyofDoctors.com

1313 Red River, Suite 100
Austin, TX 78701

Adam Barta, MD
Cindy Ripsin, MD
Dana Sprute, MD
David Wright, MD
Kelly Alberda, MD

Lisa Clemons, MD
Margaret Kini, MD
Swati Avashia, MD
Terrell Benold, MD
 

Shaping the future of medicine 

At Blackstock Family Health Center, our expert group of doctors train 

future doctors. Part of UT Southwestern’s residency program at Seton 

Healthcare Family, our doctors are all faculty staff and on the leading edge 

of advances in medicine.
 

Put this expertise to work for you and your family’s health. 

Choose Blackstock Family Health Center for your comprehensive 

primary care needs.

Accepting new patients. 
To make an appointment, 

please call

(512) 324-8600
 

blackstockAd_10x6-125B.indd   1 9/16/11   11:18 AM
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C afe tables, a tea bar and an absence of 
white coats give Live Oak Pharmacy 
anything but a pharmaceutical vibe, 

but that is how owners Scot Maitland and 
Nathan Pope like it.

“We believe in a body-mind connection, 
and we want people to feel better by walk-
ing in the door,” said Maitland, the store’s 
director of communications. “People have 
a good time when they’re here.”

Maitland and Pope, who is director of 
the pharmacy, opened the pharmacy in 
April 2010 in the Fifth Street Commons. 
Free covered parking for customers is one 
of their perks, as is a curbside concierge. 
Pope can run to a customer’s vehicle with 
an iPad to answer questions about medi-
cations. The shop also makes free deliver-
ies for downtown residents and creates 
medications for pets.

Pope and Maitland, both New Jersey 
natives, bring different backgrounds to 
Live Oak. Pope’s father is a pharmacist 
and Pope has also worked for several 
pharmacies, learning innovative ways 
for treating patients, such as the use of 
supplements and compounding, services 
that create drugs tailored to a patient. 

Maitland’s family moved to Texas when 
he was 16 years old. He then spent a few 
years in Chicago and New York City 
working for a company that raised money 
for people living with HIV or breast 
cancer. He then moved to San Francisco 
where he worked as a licensed massage 
therapist and for PG&E in internal  
communications.

“Communication is my passion, and [so 
is] helping Nathan get the message out to 
people about what a pharmacist can do,” 
Maitland said.

The pharmacy’s goal is to create a 

Owners Scot Maitland (left) and Nathan Pope say customer service is their top priority at Live Oak Pharmacy.

unique patient experience and provide 
customers with a more personalized 
health plan.

“I know what [the customers] want and 
what they need,” Pope said. 

Downtown Austin resident Jude Galli-
gan first heard about Live Oak Pharmacy 
when it sponsored an event at the Down-
town Austin Neighborhood Association 
where Galligan is on the board. He gave 
the shop a try, and by his second visit, he 
said Pope knew his name.

“They offer a service that is much 
greater, a better ser-
vice that walking in 
to a CVS,” he said. 
“They bother getting 
to know you.”

Galligan said he 
also appreciates that 
Pope and Maitland 
take time to be pro-
active in engaging 
with the commu-
nity. Maitland said 
social media played 
a large part in pro-
moting the pharmacy before it opened.

“Ironically, when we opened up, people 
asked us, ‘Where’s your first location?’ 
because they kept hearing about us,” 
Maitland said, adding that he and Pope 
always use their Twitter and Facebook 
pages to announce special store events.

By Amy Deis

Live Oak Pharmacy
Community store deals out a dose of comfort

BUSINESS

“They offer a 
service that is 

much greater, a 
better service that 

walking into a 
CVS. They bother 

getting to know 
you.”

—Jude Galligan, 
downtown resident
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Live Oak Pharmacy
1611 W. Fifth St., 
Ste. 160
476-8979
www.liveoakrx.com
Twitter: @LiveOakRx
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Cesar Chavez St.

MoPac

5206 Balcones Dr. Austin, TX 78731         www.hpbcaustin.org         453-6603

Nature into your
Backyard!

Invite

BUY ONE, GET ONE FREE

Offer applies to all Wild Delight® products in stock. Expires 9-30-2011.

WILD BIRDSEED FORMULAS

SIX Austin area locations · See our website for more store specials and location information.
CENTRAL AUSTIN · 908 E. 49 1/2 St. • Mon-Fri 9-6 • Sat 10-4 • 512-452-1560

www.tomlinsons.com
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Austin food trailer roundup
A preview of three food trailers participating in the  
Gypsy Picnic Trailer Food Festival on Oct. 22

By Kate Hull
For co-owners Anna Notario and Laura 

Anderson, making for a frozen banana 
stand come to fruition was easier said then 
done, especially in the days before the food 
trailer boom swept the city street corners. 

Drawing her inspiration from TV 
show “Arrested Development,” which had 
its own frozen banana stand, Notario 
decided to give it a shot. 

Two years later, the food trailer, located 
at 600 S. Lamar Blvd., now offers frozen 
treats dipped in chocolate and covered in 
toppings. 

“Austin is a really great place, but the 
types of people who are willing to come 
to a frozen banana stand are just fun and 
friendly,” Notario said. 

The bananas, which Notario  
purchases from Fair Trade companies, 
can be ordered in full- or half-size 
orders. They offer four dips, including a 
vegan chocolate, and a variety of top-
pings including Oreos, sprinkles and 
coconut. Prices range from $3.75 for a 
standard half banana to $7.50 for the 
largest item—the Gob, named after the 
“Arrested Development” character.

The most popular item is the After-
noon Delight, the flagship menu item that 
includes three dips swirled together with 
nuts and graham crackers. The Gob is not 
ordered nearly as much, Notario said, but 
its massive quantity of two bananas stuck 
together and double-dipped with extra 
nuts has made it notorious. 

By Bobby Longoria
Chi’Lantro owner Jae Kim opened his 

food truck in February after witnessing 
the fusion of Korean food into tradi-
tional Mexican dishes.

After growing up in California, 
Korean-born Kim noticed the food trend 
of blending Korean and Mexican flavors. 
When he moved to Texas in 2006, he saw 
a similar blend with Texan and Mexican 
flavors.

“I wanted to bring [Korean food] to 
Texas and share the fusion food good-
ness with the people,” Kim said. “Why 
not take the best ingredients and create  
a dish that could appeal to the consum-
ers here?”

Kimchi is one of the cornerstones of 
Kim’s menu, and he uses it in his popular 
Kimchi fries dish. Kimchi—which is tra-
ditionally spicy fermented cabbage and 
vegetables—is caramelized and placed 

atop French fries accompanied with 
cheese and a choice of meat.

Kim opened two Chi’Lantro trucks, 
one that serves downtown and another 
that serves North Austin. Both of 
his trucks’ locations are updated on 
Chi’Lantro’s Twitter page.

Kim said he is working to open more 
trucks in Houston and Dallas, as well as 
a brick-and-mortar restaurant in Austin. 
He said he attributes his success to Aus-
tinites’ love affair with food trailers.

“The people here in Austin truly 
embrace the trailer scene here,” Kim 
said. “Most trailer owners put a lot of 
effort in it. They pour their hearts out, 
and I think people see that.”

Chi’Lantro
Check website for trailer location and times
www.chilantrobbq.com
Twitter: @ChiLantroBBQ

By Andrea Leptinsky
When owner Jeremiah Allen opened 

the Man Bites Dog food trailer in 2009, he 
hoped it would become a hit—so much so 
that it could turn into its own restaurant. 

“I didn’t know anything about trailers,” 
Allen said. “But [opening a restaurant] 
was always the plan. Having a trailer is 
great for getting brand awareness.”

Once his trailer soaked up some of 
the local foodie spotlight, he opened his 
storefront location at 5222 Burnet Road in 
June 2011. Allen still uses his food trailer 
for off-site events—such as the Gypsy 
Picnic Trailer Food Festival—but the 
restaurant is his main dedication. 

Allen will test combinations of hot dogs 

and toppings first as a daily special before 
adding them to the menu.

“Whatever sticks and people like, that’s 
what will go into the menu,” he said. 

As a result, the majority of Man Bites 
Dog’s menu is made up of customers’ 
favorites, including the Hair of the Dog 
($6.59), a bacon-wrapped beef hot dog 
that is deep-fried and topped with chili, 
cheddar cheese, a fried egg and Tabasco 
sauce. Allen admitted that while he did 
not believe this particular item would 
become such a huge hit, it’s now one of 
the most popular dishes ordered during 
the restaurant’s lunchtime rush. 

“Our menu walks the line between 
trend and ridiculous,” he said.

Bananarchy

Chi’Lantro

Man Bites Dog
This is not a comprehensive listing.  
Food trailer park locations are subject to change.

Bananarchy
600 S. Lamar Blvd.
522-9316
www.bananarchy.net
Twitter: @bananarchy_atx
Mon.–Thu. noon–10 p.m.
Fri.–Sat. noon–midnight
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Man Bites Dog owner Jeremiah Allen says he uses 
his daily specials to experiment with hot-dog dishes.

Man Bites Dog
5222 Burnet Road
614-1330
http://manbitesdogaustin.com
Twitter: @manbitesdogtx
Sun.–Thu. 11 a.m.–9 p.m.
Fri.–Sat. 11 a.m.–10 p.m.
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Austin’s mobile food eateries

1   Barton Springs  
Trailer Park 
801 Barton Springs Road

2   Bouldin Creek  
Food Court 
1207 S. First St.

3   East Austin Trailer 
Park & Eatery 
2326 E. Cesar Chavez St.

4   East Side Drive-In 
1001 E. Sixth St.

5   East Side Food Park 
2209 E. Cesar Chavez St.

6   Jessie Street Eats 
415 Jessie St.

7   The Longhorn  
Food Court 
1901 Rio Grande St.

8   The Mueller  
Eateries 
4550 Mueller Blvd.

9   SoCo Trailer  
Eateries 
1603 S. Congress Ave.

10   SoFi Food Court 
603 W. Live Oak St.

11   South Austin Trailer 
Park & Eatery 
1311 S. First St.

12   South Lamar’s  
food trailers 
1219 S. Lamar Blvd.

13   South Shore Eatery 
1620 E. Riverside Drive

14   Waller Trailer  
Park Eatery 
1112 E. Sixth St.
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Chi’Lantro owner Jae Kim said he would soon like 
to open a restaurant in addition to his trailers.
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Bananarchy co-owner Laura Anderson displays the 
trailer’s main feature, a chocolate-dipped banana.
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By Bobby Longoria 
With the completion of the East 

Seventh Street renovation, neighbor-
ing stakeholders are still reeling from 
of months of construction that they 
claim attributed to lost sales.

“I lost business—I would say about 
60 percent,” said Daniel Guerra, 
owner of El Azteca Restaurant. “It 
was rough and I am still trying to get 
back on my feet.”

Guerra’s restaurant is located near 
the intersection of East Seventh 
Street and Pleasant Valley Road. He 
said although the city claims the 
renovation lasted about 16 months, 
construction was actually ongoing 
for two and a half years.

Clay Harris, the city’s project 
manager for the East Seventh Street 
redevelopment, said the city under-
went a lengthy process of getting 
the neighborhood and stakehold-
ers involved. He said stakeholders 
chose to redevelop the street from 
Lydia Street to Pleasant Valley Road 
in one swoop to avoid prolonging 
construction.

By Andrea Leptinsky
Catellus Development Corpora-

tion announced Aug. 31 the addition 
of H-E-B to its commercial offerings 
at the Mueller development.

The store is set to break ground in 
2012 and has a targeted 2013 open-
ing date.

“This will be the most excit-
ing store in our region,” said Jeff 
Thomas, senior vice president and 
general manager of H-E-B in Cen-
tral Texas. “This will be the greenest 
and most sustainable store that we’ll 
have in our entire company.”

Catellus has hosted several com-
munity input sessions prior to the 
announcement to gain feedback on 
everything from the store’s site ori-
entation to entrance design. H-E-B 
and Catellus will next host addi-
tional outreach sessions, including a 
community forum.

The store is H-E-B’s 74th location 
in the Central Texas region, Thomas 
said. It is expected to cover approxi-
mately 65,000 to 75,000 square feet. 
It will be located in the future Mar-
ket District, bordered by 51st Street 
and the future extension of Barbara 
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East Seventh Street renovations 
finish at a cost to businesses

H-E-B, developers reveal plans 
for new Mueller grocery store

Now Open

1  Cazamance Cafe opened 
a brick-and-mortar location 
at 1102 E. Cesar Chavez St. 
in August. This location 
is Cazamance’s second 
venture—the eatery first 
began as an African-inspired 
food trailer on Rainey Street.
www.cazamance.com, 
Twitter: @CazamanceAustin

2  East Austin bar The 
North Door opened at the 
end of August at 501 Brushy 
St. in the north side of the 
ND/501 Studios building. 
www.thenorthdoor.com, 
Twitter: @TheNorthDoor
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Although East Seventh Street construction 
has ended, residents still feel its impact.

City of Austin officials and H-E-B represen-
tatives attend the announcement Aug. 31.
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Sam Hovland and Matt Miller run East End Wines.

By Idan Englander
Hand-selected wine is the “bread and but-

ter” of East Austin’s East End Wines, according 
to owners Matt Miller and Sam Hovland, who 
first opened the wine shop in April 2010 to sell 
hand-selected wines that they approved for their 
exclusive collection. 

Miller said East End Wines sells several wines 
that cannot be found in Austin for less than $15.

“Just as East Austin embraces new ideas and 
new hybrid business ideas, I hope that we can 
create a really unique environment where you 
can come to buy wine but also come enjoy wine 
and discover new and groovy things for our 
neighborhood clientele,” Miller said. 

The shop also sells ales, local and import 
brews, wine accessories and glassware, and hosts 
free wine tastings every Friday from 4–8 p.m.   

“We’ve got great neighborhood support in 
East Austin,” Hovland said. “We have locals 
coming in to get wine before cooking dinner 
all the time. It’s a great way for us to meet the 
neighborhood and fine-tune the experience for 
everyone who comes in.”

East End Wines
1209 Rosewood Ave.
904-9056
www.eastendwines.atx.com
Twitter: @EastEndWines 
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East austin Report

East End Wines credits success to community support

Map not 
to scale

“Obviously during construction we 
are affecting the businesses. There are 
no ifs, ands or buts about it,” Harris 
said. “We put out detour signs and 
barricades—we did our best to work 
with them.”

The renovations were supported 
by El Concilio, an umbrella group 
that encompasses the Pederna-
les community, but coordinator 
Gavino Fernandez said the group 
disapproved of the city’s one-swoop 
approach to the project.

Jordan Boulevard.
The Mueller site is one of Austin’s 

most recent new-urbanist devel-
opments, and includes 700 acres 
of land that is being transformed 
into a mixed-use, master-planned 
community. Once the site is fully 
developed, Mueller will feature 
more than 5,500 single-family and 
multifamily homes, a mixed-use 
town center district, and 4 mil-
lion square feet of commercial and 
institutional space that includes the 
Dell Children’s Medical Center and 
the Austin Film Studios.

5  Graze opened in August 
at 1707 E. Sixth St. General 
Manager Andrea Barr and her 
team serve modern American 
fare, such as pan-roasted 
redfish and red wine–braised 
pork shoulder. 391-1850, 
www.grazeaustin.com 

6  Corey and Carmen 
Knight opened food trailer 
Knight’s Pub Grub this 
summer to serve sandwiches 
and sliders that incorporate 
different tastes and dishes. 
The trailer is located at 1000 
E. Fifth St. 762-3775, 
www.enjoytheknightlife.com

Coming Soon

7  Heywood Hotel will 
open in October at 1609 E. 
Cesar Chavez St. The hotel 
will feature seven rooms and 
is being designed as both a 
bungalow and a courtyard 
hotel. Prices will range from 
$179 to $209 per night. 
www.heywoodaustin.com

Relocation

8  Solutions for Medical 
Billing Inc. has relocated 
from 2301 E. Cesar Chavez 
Street to 11183 Circle Drive, 
Ste. C. SMB provides medical 
billing services to health care 
providers. 282-2455, www.
solutionsformedicalbilling.net

2 7th St.
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3  Hamburger joint Sputnik, 
1300 E. Sixth St., opened in 
mid-September in the old 
Good Knight building. Chef 
Brandon Stratton’s menu also 
includes hot dogs and a full 
bar. Visit Sputnik’s Facebook 
page for more information.

4  Emo’s East opened in 
mid-September at 2015 E. 
Riverside Drive. The facility 
will include a 1,700-capacity 
room, 40-foot vaulted ceilings 
and a 35-foot wide stage. Its 
downtown Austin location is 
at 603 Red River St.  
www.emosaustin.com, 
Twitter: @emosaustin

Lakeshore Blvd.

Tinnin 
Ford Rd.

Riverside Dr.

4
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ZIP code Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Price Sq. ft. Agent Phone Agency

78701 Residential condo 360 360 Nueces St. 2br/2ba $565,000 1,280 Tom Wilson 673-0388 Avalar Austin

78701 The Austonian 200 Congress Ave. 3br/3ba $3,200,000 3,635 Catherine Thomas 415-8186 Moreland Properties

78703 Brentwood Place 3208 Greenlee Drive 3br/3ba $3,495,000 6,424 Susan Dudley 497-6332 Amelia Bullock, Reatlors

78703 Mont-Dale 2708 Carlton Road 3br/3ba $563,000 1,876 Christy Levy 470-3188 Levy Properties, LLC

78703 Monte Vista 2911 Bowman Ave. 4br/3ba $1,259,000 3,762 Steve Dalbey 480-0848 Moreland Properties

78703 Spring condo 300 Bowie St. 1br/1ba $292,000 704 Diana Zuniga 472-8118 Investors Alliance, Inc.

78703 Tarry Town Place 2305 Horn Lane 2br/1ba $395,000 1,100 Simon Magnus 844-7999 Coldwell Banker United Reatlor

78703 Terrace Park 602 Highland Ave. 2br/1ba $460,000 1,227 Laurel Hale 567-3996 Keller Williams Realty

78704 Barton Heights 1702 Treadwell St. 3br/2ba $625,000 2,230 Sandra Bowman 447-5000 Moreland Properties

78704 Barton Hills 2721 Barton Skyway 3br/2ba $395,400 1,977 Barbara Gremillion 775-2904 Coldwell Banker United Reatlor

78704 Bouldin Creek Cottages 1011 Brodie St. 3br/2ba $234,999 1,160 Natalie Bain 657-5596 J.B. Goodwin, Reatlors

78704 Cascada condo 3406 Manchaca Road 2br/2ba $289,000 1,373 Julie Holden 771-9139 J.B. Goodwin, Reatlors

78704 Council Ridge condos 909 Oltorf St. 3br/2ba $185,000 1,280 Aaron Bentle 696-0490 Austin City Living

78704 Rabb Inwood Hills 2400 Paramount Ave. 2br/2ba $325,000 1,394 Ellen Kelsey 422-0481 Coldwell Banker United Reatlor

78704 Travis Heights Terrace condo 2302 Eastside Drive 1br/1ba $109,900 482 James Watson 964-5151 Keller Williams Realty

78731 Highland Hills 3604 Laurel Ledge Lane 5br/3ba $345,000 2,878 Laurie Flood 576-1504 Keller Williams Realty

78731 Highland Park West 3510 Lakeland Drive 3br/2ba $432,900 1,710 Chris Joseph 478-0040 Margie Joseph & Associates

78731 Malaga condo 6910 Hart Lane 2br/2ba $129,000 968 Doug Roberts 731-5105 Moreland Properties

78731 Mesa Forest addition 7812 Chimney Cors 5br/5ba $897,500 4,594 Nancy Hardie 657-3181 Moreland Properties

78731 North Cat Mountain 6805 Cougar Run 3br/2ba $375,000 1,994 Diane Lipsitz 632-9264 Amelia Bullock, Reatlors

78731 Northwest Hills 6002 Spancreek Circle 4br/2ba $425,000 2,667 Chad Goldwasser 420-0300 Goldwasser Real Estate

78731 Northwest Hills Cat Mountain 6300 Cat Mountain Cove 4br/3ba $995,000 3,650 Carol Dochen 345-2227 Carol Dochen Reatlors, Inc.

78731 Oakmont Heights 1815 38th St. 3br/3ba $975,000 2,489 Richard Payton 484-4501 Turnquist Partners, Reatlors

78731 Oakwood Hollow condo 5512 Oakwood Cove 3br/3ba $299,000 2,239 Nancy Hardie 657-3181 Moreland Properties

78731 Overlook at Cat Mountain 4739 Cat Mountain Drive 3br/4ba $1,349,000 4,561 Warren Chirhart 925-9182 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78731 Ridgelea Park condo 3818 A Ridgelea Drive 3br/3ba $459,000 1,775 Jeannette Spinelli 784-8022 AvenueOne Properties

78731 Shinoak Valley 4002 Firstview Drive 4br/3ba $624,900 3,338 David Saunders 633-2564 Atlas Realty

78731 Shoalwoods addition 4602 Rue St. 4br/2ba $378,900 1,537 Jonna Juul-Hansen 663-8881 Pacesetter Properties

78731 Williamsburg 3874 Williamsburg Circle 2br/2ba $195,000 1,530 Thomas White 694-9632 Keller Williams Realty

78751 Apple Tree condo 4406 Avenue A 2br/2ba $154,500 882 Michael Jurkash 470-9091 Keller Williams Realty

78751 Highlands 5400 Duval St. 3br/1ba $289,000 1,284 Bill Adams 680-0051 Keller Williams Realty

78756 Heritage Square condo 2301 Lawnmont Ave. 2br/1ba $168,000 965 Garreth Wilcock 215-4785 Keller Williams Realty

78756 Oak Haven 2505 45th St. 3br/2ba $489,000 2,221 Jay Ferguson 844-4065 Keller Williams Realty

78756 Shoalmont addition 5422 Shoalwood Ave. 3br/2ba $650,000 2,182 Heather Jones 293-7206 Turnquist Partners Reatlors

78756 Shoalview addition 5519 Montview St. 2br/1ba $329,900 1,102 Amanda Cribbs 736-2919 Keller Williams Realty

78757 Allandale North 1801 Kingwood Cove 4br/2ba $269,000 1,818 Daniel Wilson 801-7718 Keller Williams Realty

78757 Allandale Oaks 6000 Shoal Creek Blvd. 2br/2ba $429,000 1,774 Karen Graf 925-8775 Pacesetter Properties

78757 Crestview addition 1804 Piedmont Ave. 3br/2ba $310,000 1,264 Leon Connelly 294-0931 J.B. Goodwin, Reatlors

REAL ESTATE

Market Data Central Austin

Price Range

Number of homes for sale/Average days on market

78701 78703 78704 78731 78751 78756 78757

Less than $149,000 3/375 3/66 11/114 16/75 22/152 5/76 22/146

$150,000–$199,900 - 6/112 26/114 13/80 9/57 5/119 17/54

$200,000–$299,900 20/87 10/38 46/97 13/122 32/90 8/54 41/97

$300,000–$399,900 20/74 16/159 27/89 24/62 13/119 16/106 16/61

$400,000–$499,900 7/72 19/94 44/125 33/107 8/68 6/136 8/22

$500,000–$599,900 4/31 25/95 13/289 16/78 6/103 4/247 2/81

$600,000–$799,900 11/120 28/87 24/82 18/81 7/145 4/37 -

$800,000–$999,900 5/111 23/87 8/92 5/57 1/119 - -

$1 million + 25/76 40/117 4/116 21/196 1/82 - -

Month

Number of homes sold/Median price

78701 78703 78704 78731

August 2011 19/$295,000 41/$425,000 43/$264,500 33/$389,000

August 2010 14/$274,950 32/$586,500 50/$347,450 32/$502,000

Month 78751 78756 78757

August 2011 12/$249,250 13/$369,900 37/$269,000

August 2010 20/$273,250 7/$349,000 36/$237,000

On the market*  (As of Sept. 1, 2011) Monthly home sales*

*Market Data includes condominiums, townhomes and houses.

Market Data provided by 
the Austin Board of Realtors

Property Listings
ZIP code guide
78701 Downtown
78703 West Austin
78704 South/Central
78731 Northwest/Central
78751 Hyde Park
78756 Brentwood
78757 Burnet Road/Anderson Lane

602 Highland Ave. $460,000

7812 Chimney Cors $897,500

Residential real estate listings added to the market between 08/15/11 and 09/08/11 were included and provided by the Austin Board of Realtors, www.abor.com. Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of 
this listing, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

2505 45th St. $489,000

3874 Williamsburg Circle $195,000
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Hundreds of local 
and regional coupons

Just click and print



P
R

S
R

T S
TD

U
S

 P
O

S
TA

G
E

 PA
ID

C
O

M
M

U
N

ITY
 IM

PA
C

T
P

E
R

M
IT N

O
. 411

78626

P
rinted on recycled paper

im
pactnew

s.com
V

isit us online at

Seton Medical Center Austin was recently 

awarded the Silver Performance Achievement 

Award for its participation in Mission: Lifeline, 

a national allegiance sponsored by the American 

Heart Association and American College of 

Cardiology that is designed to expedite 

the care of patients experiencing a 

heart attack.

When someone encounters a cardiovascular 

emergency, quite literally every second counts. 

That’s why Seton Austin offers a highly advanced 

cardiovascular treatment facility with a team of 

medical experts to assist you or your loved ones 

with heart risk assessment and diagnosis 

to treatment and rehabilitation, as well 

as emergency care close to home.

Shining Like Silver
Seton Medical Center Austin recognized 
by the American Heart Association

1201 West 38th Street  •  Austin, TX 78705  •  (512) 324-1000

For more information about the comprehensive cardiovascular services available at Seton Austin, 

please visit seton.net/heart.

EXPERTS AT HEART


