
State Rep. Donna Howard:  
‘I’m disappointed’ | 14 

As legislators prepare for the end of the 
Lege’s regular session, some say they 

are unhappy with its outcome

Central Austin edition | Volume 3, Issue 7 | May 27–June 23, 2011Texas’ fastest-growing media company www.impactnews.com Savings Guide begins on Page 23

 Jon Hockenyos | 15
The economist visits with Community 
Impact Newspaper to discuss the state 
of Central Texas’ economy

impactnews.com 

AISD to sell two facilities
The district is seeking $39.5 million 
for two Central Austin administration 
buildings to cushion its budget shortfall.
more.impactnews.com/12864

 Austin’s startups | 16
Joel Haro’s LovePuppies Brownies get 
picked up by Wheatsville Co-op

Hula Hut | 19 
Despite a recent fire, the landmark 

restaurant maintains a foothold in Austin
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By October, the formerly vacant 
property at 1603 Enfield St. will 
be fully constructed as Pease 
Place, a 25-unit  
condominium complex. 
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Stalled 2007 project to be completed by fall

Results reveal slow urban core growth

Enfield developers 
build out ‘eyesore’

Census: City diversified

County reviews 
property tax 
exemptions

By Andrea Leptinsky
After years of false starts, 

the “eyesore” residential com-
plex at 1603 Enfield Road 
now has new owners, new 
funding and new plans that 
have been designed to get the 
job done, once and for all. 

John Teinert is a local real 
estate broker who lives blocks 
away from the Enfield devel-
opment. Teinert, who also 
serves on the Old West Aus-
tin Neighborhood Associa-
tion steering committee, said 
from all perspectives, see-
ing the Enfield development 
completed is a breath of fresh 
air for his neighborhood.

“Just seeing something 
completed and keeping it on 

By Bobby Longoria
City of Austin officials say 

they are not surprised by the 
fact that Austin’s population 
surged 26 percent—to more 
than 1 million people—
between 2000 and 2010, 
but what did catch them off 
guard is how much of the 
population growth occurred 
outside of the city’s core, a 
growth that was led primar-
ily by an increase of ethnic 
minority groups.

“It has been the change 
in race and ethnicity within 
the central city that seems to 

By Joe Olivieri
Travis County is considering reduc-

ing tax exemptions for historic resi-
dences and increasing them for home-
stead owners age 65 or older or with 
disabilities for the 2012 fiscal year.

The Travis County Commissioners 
Court received a working group’s rec-
ommendations, held a public hearing 
in April and plans to take action dur-
ing its May 31 meeting.

“We are trying to get some of those 
larger tax breaks to those who most 
normally could use them—those who 
are over 65 and the disabled,” said 
Dusty Knight, chief operating officer 
of the Tax Assessor Collector’s Office.

In recent weeks, taxing entities 
such as the City of Austin and Austin 
Independent School District have dis-
cussed amending their historic prop-
erty exemption policies and heard 
public feedback at meetings. 

Exemption supporters have cited 
the economic and educational benefits 
of historic landmarks as well as the 
higher cost to maintain them. Oppo-
nents have disagreed with reducing 
taxes on expensive homes and ques-
tion the standards used to determine 
exemptions.

Travis County
In June 2010, the Travis County 

Commissioners Court formed the 
Local Tax Policy Working Group to 
study local and regional exemptions. 

“We were tasked with looking at 
tax equity,” Knight said. “Most of the 

the tax rolls—it’s a positive 
thing for everyone not only 
economically, but also psy-
chologically,” Teinert said. “It 
has been a barometer of the 
state of real estate affairs in 
my neighborhood. Now to 
see it truly being finished in 
a nice, positive way makes 
everyone feel positive about 
the neighborhood.”

What got in the way
Problems have plagued 1603 

Enfield Road since 2005 when 
residences were purchased 
and moved offsite to make 
way for a new complex.

Construction began in 
2006 after QMET Building 

be driving everything else,” 
said city demographer Ryan  
Robinson.

The population increased 
by more than 200,000 in the 
Austin Metropolitan Statis-
tical Area, yet much of this 
growth did not occur in the 
central core as some may 
have expected. The central 
core, defined by Hwy. 290 to 
the south, Loop 360 to the 
west and US 183 from the 
northwest to southeast, had 
a population increase of only 
8,495—4 percent of Austin’s 

See Enfield | 11

See Census | 12 See Exemptions | 13

Growth and

Decennial data from
Travis County
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On Page 9 of the 2011 Healthcare Directory, 
the ProMed North and ProMed South clinics in 
Central Austin were incorrectly listed as walk-in 
clinics. The two facilities are urgent care clinics.

Correction  – 2011 Healthcare Directory

Connect Online

Find online-exclusive content at  
impactnews.com/central-austin

Subscribe to our e-newsletter at  
impactnews.com/signup

Follow us on Twitter @impactnews_cta

Find us on Facebook at  
impactnews.com/facebook-cta

General Manager’s Note  

Reader Feedback

©2011 JGMedia, Inc., All Rights Reserved. No reproduction of any 
portion of this issue is allowed without written permission from the publisher.

Trader Joe’s: ‘Austin is not in our  
two-year plan’
more.impactnews.com/12512

“Why are they excluding Austin? Because of Whole Foods? It’s 
expensive, haughty, inconvenient and has really fallen in qual-
ity over the past four years (we used to shop there and gave 
up after awhile). We desperately want a Trader Joe’s here!”

—Kimberly Chapman

Lady Bird Lake boardwalk trail is on 
schedule, Austin officials say
more.impactnews.com/11655

“This will bring some much needed revitalization to the 
southeast neighborhood. Great news!” 

—Philip Mast

Travis Baker
tbaker@impactnews.com
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While most states employ 
their own demographers, 
not many cities do. 

In fact, I have heard that 
Austin is the largest city per 
capita to employ its own 

city demographer, Ryan Robinson. If you 
have yet to see one of his presentations, I 
highly suggest you add it to your list. It is 
fascinating to see how he takes complex 
data and tranforms it into an informative 
PowerPoint presentation to show, as a city, 
where we have been, where we are now and 
where we are headed.

After the census data was released in 
February, I had the opportunity to sit in 
on one of his presentations. Most who call 
Austin home are familiar with the term 
“population shift,” but his most recent 
presentation left me a bit surprised. With 
all this talk about new urbanism and 
downtown condo development, I assumed 

downtown Austin was overflowing with 
residents. Anyone who has heard Realtor 
ads out in the media about the diminish-
ing downtown condo inventory and to 
“get in while you can” might agree.

I expected the results to show how much 
downtown has grown over the past 10 
years, but what it showed was the unex-
pected. Because of the demolishing of 
older apartment complexes to make way 
for modern condo developments—and a 
variety of other reasons—our downtown, 
as a whole, barely increased in population. 
Read Bobby Longoria’s front-page story 
for more on this issue, and check out how 
the demographics have changed in your 
neck of the woods—you may be surprised.

 4 Impacts

 9 Calendar

 10 City and County 

14 At the Capitol 
  The Legislature prepares to end

15 Coffee with Impact 
  Jon Hockenyos

16 Business Insider

 17 Business  
  Room Service Vintage

 19 Dining 
  Hula Hut

 21 History 
  The Memorial Day flood of 1981

 22  Real Estate
Local jobs
Post your resume and search for local  
jobs at impactnews.jobing.com.

March employment trends

Central Texas unemployment—6.8%
Down from 6.9% in February

State unemployment—8.1%
Down from 8.2% in February

National unemployment—8.8%*
Down from 8.9%* in February

In Austin-Round Rock-San Marcos, trade, transportation 
and utilities added 2,400 jobs. Leisure and hospitality also 
added 2,400 jobs. Professional and business services 
added 2,100 jobs, and government added 1,100 jobs. 
Sources: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Texas Workforce Commission
*Seasonally adjusted numbers
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Downtown Austin 

Now Open

1  Brad and Maggie Marcum opened 
Skinny’s Ballroom in February at 115 
San Jacinto Blvd. The musical venue hosts 
touring acts, as well as local bands, and 
serves liquor, beer and wine. The bar also 
hosts ongoing weekly events, such as music 
trivia and a ukulele play-along workshop. 
476-1962, www.skinnysballroom.com, 
Twitter: @skinnysballroom

2  Eileen Gill opened The Gill Agency in 
April to sell residential real estate in Austin. 
Gill, a University of Texas grad, formerly 
worked in marketing at several Austin-area 
radio stations. Her office is located at 210 
Lee Barton Drive. www.thegillagency.com, 
Twitter: @eileenpgill

3  BartonPlace Condominium 
celebrated its grand opening  
April 30. The six-building complex, 
located at 1600 Toomey Road, features 
270 units, ranging in size from one 
to three bedrooms. It is headed by 
Constructive Ventures, a real estate 
development firm, which has now 
overseen six projects throughout Austin.  
236-0115, www.bartonplaceaustin.com, 
Twitter: @BartonPlaceATX

4  Michigan-based Traverse Legal 
opened its first Austin office May 1 at 
404 W. Seventh St. The office is managed 
by attorney Robert Kleinman. The firm 
specializes in Internet-related issues, 
such as Internet law, trademarks, 
copyrights, patents and trade secrets.  
354-8928, www.traverselegal.com,  
Twitter: @traverselegal

5  Owners Michael Girard and Diggy 
Taylor opened TenOak, a Southern-style 
bourbon lounge and bar at 409 Colorado 
St., in March. The bar is home to Austin’s 
largest small-batch bourbon collection and 
also offers a large whiskey menu.
472-2822, www.tenoakaustin.com,  
Twitter: @tenOakaustin

6  RJ Oliver opened Bufalo Bob’s 
Chalupa Wagon in April at 600 S. Lamar 
Blvd. The wagon offers vegetarian, chicken 
and bison chalupas made from homemade 
recipes and organic produce. 662-2801

Coming Soon

7  Taichi Niizeki and his father, Toshi, 
will open Lavaca Teppan in June at 
1712 Lavaca St. The restaurant will serve 
traditional Japanese dishes, such as fried 
rice with meat and tempura. Lavaca 
Teppan’s menu will offer dishes for less 
than $10. www.lavacateppan.com

8  Easy Tiger, a new bake house and 
beer garden concept from the same 
management behind 24 Diner, is 
expected to open in June at 709 E. Sixth 
St. The restaurant will offer soft pretzels, 
croissants, housemade meats and more 
than 40 local and boutique draft beers.  
Twitter: @EasyTigerATX

9  Urban Outfitters will open a 
downtown store in the W Hotel, 200 
Lavaca St., in August. The store will reside 
beneath the Austin City Limits Live studio, 
and its management has signed a lease 
for 10 years. www.urbanoutfitters.com, 
Twitter: @UrbanOutfitters

Houston-based Kraftsmen Cafe is 
expected to open its first Austin  
location later this year. Owner Scott 
Tycer is currently searching for  
property downtown or along South 
Congress Avenue. The Houston eatery 
is known for its selection of homemade 
baked goods, breads and sandwiches.  
www.kraftsmencafe.com,  
Twitter: @Kraftsmenbaking 

Expansions

10 Oxford Commercial, one of Austin’s 
largest commercial real estate firms, 
purchased a 10,000-square-foot office 
space at 200 W. Cesar Chavez St. The 
additional space—which complements 
the firm’s current location at MoPac and 
Capital of Texas Hwy.—will house 38 
employees and allow room for another 45 
to be added. www.oxfordcommercial.com

Relocations

11  The Thoughtful House Center  
for Children recently relocated from  
its former Bee Cave location to 1700 
Rio Grande St., Ste. 200. The center also 
changed its name to the Johnson Center 
for Child Health and Development, 
named after Johnson & Johnson founder 
Betty Wold Johnson. 732-8400,  
www.johnson-center.org

12  Portalarium, a social gaming 
company started in 2010 by Richard 
Garriott and his partners, has relocated 
to a 1,400-square-foot space at  
704 Congress Ave. The company, 
previously located along Lake Austin, 
has recently launched two social 
networking card games and is seeking  
its second round of funding.  
www.portalarium.com

13  Kent and Robin O’Keefe, owners 
of Osmo’s Kitchen, announced in 
May that they moved their food trailer 
to the intersection of 15th and Rio 
Grande streets from its previous Barton 
Springs Road location. The trailer serves 
Louisiana-style and Italian-American 
fare. www.osmoskitchen.com,  
Twitter: @OsmosKitchen

14  Texas Monthly will soon relocate 
downtown from its location at the 
University Park complex near I-35 and 
32nd Street. The magazine will move into 
21,610 square feet of space at 816 Congress 
Ave. The staff is relocating downtown 
after working in Central Austin for two 
years. www.texasmonthly.com
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Discounts up to 40%*

Here’s my idea 
of economic 
stimulus:

If your economy needs some stimulation, I’ll show you how to make 
your car insurance dollars work harder. Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there.® CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

P090102 04/09 State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

Nancy Callahan, Agent
3500 Jefferson, Suite 313
Austin, TX 78731
Bus: 512-451-7573 
Toll Free: 866-451-7573
www.nancyjocallahan.com



impactnews.com • May 2011 | NEWS | 5

Compiled by Andrea Leptinsky

TenOak opened in March at 409 Colorado St. The 
menu, created by Executive Chef James Roller, 
features truffle fries—one of its most popular items.

News or questions about Central Austin? 
E-mail ctanews@impactnews.com.

3

5

6
RJ Oliver opened Bufalo Bob’s Chalupa Wagon in April at 600 S. Lamar Blvd. The wagon serves a variety 
of chalupas that are made with chicken and bison. It also offers vegetarian selections as well.

BartonPlace Condominium opened in April at 
1600 Toomey Road, offering 270 units to Central 
Austin renters. 
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Closed

15  The Ghost Room, 304 W. Fourth 
St., announced it will close in early June. 
While the venue will reopen temporarily 
July 9 and 10 for shows, whether it will 
remain closed has yet to be disclosed. 
Local band T-Bird and the Breaks will 
play The Ghost Room’s final send-off 
show June 4. www.theghostroom.com

16 Spaghetti Warehouse, 117 W. Fourth 
St., closed in April. Though the restaurant 
is looking to move to a different location, 
its former building was sold to ASC Bear 
Creek Properties for an undisclosed price.  
The restaurant’s Warehouse District 
location first opened in 1975.

17  Owner Donna Taylor closed Little 
City Espresso Bar & Cafe on May 13. The 
coffee shop, located at 916 Congress Ave., 
has served downtown patrons for nearly 
18 years. Taylor, however, will continue to 
roast coffee for retail stores in Austin. 

Anniversaries

18  Stella Says Go, a shoe boutique located 
at 500 N. Lamar Blvd., Ste. 170, celebrated 
its first anniversary in May. The shop 
is headed by owners Amy Filbin and 
Natalie Rickards and provides shoes from 
lines such as Cushe, Miz Mooz and Kelsi 
Dagger. 524-5020, www.stellasaysgo.com, 
Twitter: @StellaSaysGo

In the News

19  After experiencing a fire that caused 
an estimated $100,000 in damages in 
April, Sagra, 1610 San Antonio St., 
reopened less than three weeks after the 
blaze. The restaurant is still operating 
during its normal business hours—
Mon.–Fri. 11 a.m.–2 p.m. and 4–10 p.m., 
Sat. 4–10:30 p.m. and Sun. 10:30 a.m.– 
9 p.m. 535-5988, www.sagraaustin.net, 
Twitter: @SagraAustin

20 The City of Austin celebrated the 
grand opening of Sand Beach Park on 
April 13. The park, located across the 

street from the Town Lake Hike and 
Bike Trail and west of the Seaholm 
Power Plant, is part of the Pfluger Bridge 
extension project over Lady Bird Lake. 
As part of the project, improvements at 
the park include landscaping, artwork, 
a biofiltration pond and the extension of 
the bicycle and pedestrian bridge.

21 The Daily Meal, an online food blog, 
named Vince Young Steakhouse, 301 San 
Jacinto Blvd., as one of the 10 best athlete-
owned restaurants in the country. The list 
was compiled to honor restaurants that 
are not only owned by a celebrity athlete, 
but also provide exceptional dishes. 
Wayne Gretzky’s in Toronto and Elway’s 
in Denver are also named on the list. 
www.thedailymeal.com

22 Paggi House, 200 Lee Barton Drive, 
has hired Executive Chef Ben Huselton 
to oversee its menu. Huselton previously 
worked at Kenichi and Sullivan’s. 
Huselton says he will change Paggi 
House’s menu every three months to 
reflect the change in seasons and available 
produce. 473-3700, www.paggihouse.com, 
Twitter: @PaggiHouse

23 Condé Nast Traveler Magazine named 
the W Hotel, 200 Lavaca St., as one of the 
world’s top new hotels as part of its 2011 
Hot List. The hotel opened in December 
2010 and offers 251 guest rooms.  
www.cntraveller.com/awards/the-hot-list

24 T. Stacy & Associates have closed on a 
new loan on its Bank of America Center, 
515 Congress Ave. The action clears all 
development units of debt, which in turn 
will allow the firm to continue developing  
the building and the block of land it owns 
at Congress Avenue and Sixth Street. 
The firm plans to build two tall, multiuse 
towers and a parking garage on that block, 
as well as the half block next to it, located 
between Brazos Street, Fifth Street and San 
Jacinto Boulevard. www.tstacy.com

25 On May 9, Hospital Housekeeping 
Systems purchased a half city block—in 
the 200 block of East Fourth Street—for 

an undisclosed amount. The property 
includes a 17,100-square-foot building 
and 20,000 square feet of warehouse 
space. HHS is a hospital housekeeping 
management company that is a privately 
held, acute-care services provider.  
www.hhs1.com

The Paramount and State Theatres 
announced May 14 the addition of  
Jim Ritts as their new executive director. 
Ritts, who has worked with the theater 
group since moving to Austin several 
years ago, replaces Ken Stein as director. 
Ritts is a University of Texas graduate. 
www.austintheatre.org

In an effort to implement a large-scale, 
permanent wayfinding system, the 
Austin City Council has approved the 
installation of 44 signs downtown 
directing drivers to parking areas. The 
signs are along major roadways leading 
to public parking facilities and at city 
facilities including the Palmer Events 
Center, One Texas Center and City Hall. 
They are part of an effort to decrease 
underutilized off-street parking and 
recirculating traffic.

SIZZLING SUMMER SAVINGS!

Your Air Conditioning & Heating Experts

Call Us Today! (512) 335-6579 TACLB010746E

10 year warranty

10 year warranty

10 year warranty 5 year warranty

10 year warranty 10 year warranty

* for most installations

10 year warranty
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Now Open

26 Consignment Seekers Furniture 
Store, 606 Kenniston Drive, celebrated 
its grand opening May 7. Owner Ron 
McGuire provides affordable, well-made 
furniture and accessories at his storefront. 
The store also sells gently used furniture 
for customers on consignment. 533-9400, 
www.consignmentseekers.com,  
Twitter: @Consignment1

27 Derrick Amoriko opened Massage 
Harmony, 1206 W. 38th St., Ste. 3101, 
recently in the 26 Doors Shopping Center. 
The massage spa offers an introductory 
60-minute massage for $39. 276-2481, 
http://massageharmony.com, Twitter:  
@MassageHarmony

28 Chinese Acupuncture Clinic opened 
at 4407 Medical Parkway in late April. 
Owner Hedy Chen will service customers 
from this new location on Tuesdays while 
she also manages her main location 
in Georgetown. Visits are made by 
appointment only. 864-1441,  
www.cacuclinic.com

29 Austin Energy opened a new service 
center in early May for North Austin 
customers at 8716 Research Blvd., Ste. 
115. The center will offer walk-in payment 
services, four teller stations, meeting 
rooms and sitting areas. It will also 
eventually replace the Town Lake center. 
www.austinenergy.com

30 Angela Melia opened That’s Amore at 
1620 E. Riverside Drive in March. The food 
trailer serves Italian panini sandwiches, 
salads, soups and homemade cannolis. 
www.thatsamorefoodtrailer.com,  
Twitter: @ThatsAmoreFood

31 Mac’s Coffee opened May 2 in 
Highland Mall, 6001 Airport Blvd. Owner 
Anthony McNeal offers coffee and teas 
that contain 100 percent certified organic 
ganoderma, a bitter mushroom long used 
to promote health in Chinese medicine. 

The shop also provides coffee and tea gift 
sets. www.highlandmall.com

32 Owners Andrew Wiseheart and  
Ben Edgerton opened Contigo Austin on 
May 7 at 2027 Anchor Lane. The restaurant 
was modeled after and inspired by the 
Contigo Ranch near Alice, Texas. It serves 
small plates, such as fried quail legs ($8) 
and escarole ($5), as well as regular plates, 
such as rabbit and dumplings ($13) and 
chicken and apple sausage ($8).  
614-2260, www.contigotexas.com,  
Twitter: @contigoaustin

33 Interior designer Alexis Lane recently 
opened Lane Design Studio at 924 E. 
40th St. The studio is a full-service design 
firm specializing in green design and 
contemporary design on a budget. Services 
offered include home staging, design 
consultations and holiday decorating.  
281-725-0674, www.lanedesignstudio.com

34 Live Oak Barbecue opened in early 
May at 2713 E. Second St. The restaurant 
serves brisket, chicken, ribs, potato salad, 
cucumber salad and other fixings. 
http://liveoakbbq.net

35 Owner Michael Kang opened 
Yogurtland on May 6 at 2525 W. 
Anderson Lane. The yogurt shop makes its 
own frozen yogurt, 90 percent of which is 
nonfat and gluten-free. Because the yogurt 
is proprietary, the store offers the frozen 
treat for 33 cents per ounce, a price that is 
one of the cheapest in Austin, Kang said. 
452-7300

36 InteSolv, a California-based tech 
company, announced in early May the 
opening of its Austin office at 8303 N. 
MoPac. The office will provide on-site 
development and technical support 
services. The company’s enterprise sales 
personnel will also move into the office 
over the next six to 12 months.  
www.intesolv.com

37 Advertising agency Sid Lee opened 
recently in the Penn Field project at 3601 
S. Congress Ave. While the office is the 
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Blo Blow Dry Bar opened at 1611 W. Fifth St., Ste. 
145, in April. The studio offers a selection of seven 
hair styles from which customers can choose. 

News or questions about Central Austin? 
E-mail ctanews@impactnews.com.

31

38

30

Compiled by Andrea Leptinsky

fifth location in the Sid Lee network, it is 
the company’s first location in the United 
States. It will provide digital marketing, 
branding retail and experiential design 
services. The office is expected to employ 
40 people within one year.  
www.sidlee.com, Twitter: @SidLee

38 Blo Blow Dry Bar opened April 17, 
offering customers a selection of seven 
styles featured in the Blo hair menu, 
from the sexy, razor-straight “Executive 
Sweet” to the rocker-chic inspired “Sex, 
Hugs and Rock & Roll.” Styles are offered 
in about 30 minutes for $33. Owners 
Alina Poulsen and Athena Boyd opened 
the shop at 1611 W. Fifth St., Ste. 145. 
355-1256, www.blomedry.com,  
Twitter: @bloheartsyou

Coming Soon

39 Roll On Sushi Diner will open at 5350 
Burnet Road this summer. The eatery 
will offer sushi rolls that promise to link 
Japanese recipes with the indigenous foods 
of the U.S. http://rollonsushidiner.com, 
Twitter: @RollOnSushi

40 General Manager Diane Holden  
will oversee the new location of The 
Coffee Bean and Tea Leaf that will open 
at 2402 Guadalupe St. in July. The store 
will be the coffee shop’s sixth Austin 
location. www.coffeebeanaustin.com, 
Twitter: @coffeebeantexas 

Chicago-based Health Directions will 
open its first Austin office in the MoPac 
and US 183 corridor in August. The 
company, founded in 1985, is a national 
healthcare consulting firm focused on 
improving the financial, operational 
and strategic performance of physician 
practices and their affiliated hospital 
partners. www.healthdirections.com

Bean Brand Foods is looking for a new 
Austin facility to manufacture its Beanitos 
bean chips. The company is searching 
for a facility that is approximately 
75,000 square feet and will hold its 
combined manufacturing, warehouse and 

headquarters. The facility is expected to 
become fully operational by December and 
is expected to employ 150 people over the 
next three years. www.beanitos.com

Relocations

41  MicroAssist Inc. relocated recently 
relocated from its previous office at 3445 
Executive Center Drive to its new location 
at 8500 Shoal Creek Blvd., Ste. 4-225. The 
company provides e-learning, classroom 
training and technology services.  
794-8440, www.microassist.com

42 Along Came a Slider relocated  
to 3600 S. Lamar Blvd. in April. The  
food trailer serves gourmet hamburger 
sliders. www.alongcameaslider.com, 
Twitter: @atxsliders

Kate’s Southern Comfort food trailer 
relocated from its former Barton Springs 
Road location to 8504 S. Congress Ave. 
The trailer, owned by Kate Bellinger, serves 
Southern-style meat pies. 522-8284

Closed

43 Juanitas Tacos, 1120 W. Fifth St., 
closed at the end of April. 

44 Nueva Onda, 2218 College Ave., closed 
May 7. Owner Nora Dodson said she may 
consider reopening a new location in the 
future and will make the announcement 
through Nueva Onda’s Facebook page. 

45 Austin Art Glass, 1608 S. Congress 
Ave., closed earlier this spring. According 
to a sign placed in the window, a rare book 
store will soon move into the space.

Under New Ownership

46 Earl Hendrikz recently purchased 
Airport Family Practice at 4631 Airport 
Blvd., Ste. 130, and transformed it 
into The Hendrikz Clinic to provide 
chiropractic family care. Hendrikz 
graduated in 2004 from the Texas 
Chiropractic College. 454-2578,  
www.i-adjust.com

In the News

SpeakupAustin, a city-hosted online 
forum, is calling for opinions on how 
Austin could further reduce costs or 
generate new funding for fiscal year 2012. 
Residents can submit their opinions online 
at www.speakupaustin.org. 

The first blank cow statues for 2011’s 
CowParade arrived in Austin on May 16. 
The cows were delivered to Austin Studios 
on East 51st Street, which will serve as the 
artist studio for the cows’ decoration. The 
painted statues will go on display from 
late July through mid-October throughout 
Austin. They will then be refurbished and 
auctioned off to benefit the Superhero Kids 
program at Dell Children’s Medical Center. 
http://cowparadeaustin.com

The City of Austin released its updated 
bicycle map May 12. The map, which was 
last updated in 2008, covers 486 square 
miles of Austin, including roadways that 
are color-coded into high-, medium- and 
low-comfort categories. The map can 
be downloaded at www.ci.austin.tx.us/
publicworks/bicycle.htm.

Angela Melia opened Italian-themed That’s Amore at 1620 E. Riverside Drive in March. The food trailer 
includes homemade cannolis, paninis, soups and sandwiches.

Mac’s Coffee opened in the Highland Mall in May. 
The shop provides coffee and tea that contains 100 
percent organic ganoderma.
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Psoriatic arthritis is a persistent condition characterized by infl ammation of the skin (psoriasis) and joints (arthritis).
Right now, physicians in your area are conducting a local research study of an investigational oral medication for 
psoriatic arthritis.
• Study participants must be 18 years of age or older, have been diagnosed with psoriatic arthritis for at
• least six months, and have at least one psoriatic lesion.
• The time commitment for this study is approximately 5 years. Initially, you will be asked to visit the study centre 

monthly; and then every 3 months for the remainder of the study.
• There is no cost to participate and study medication will be provided.

Dr. Daniel Carrasco • Austin Dermatology Associates • 866-960-7575

For more information, please contact: 



8 | NEWS | Community Impact Newspaper • Central Austin Edition

512-407-SAVE 
HeartHospitalofAustin.com

This Fathers’s Day, give your dad something that could save his life – a  
HeartSaver CT scan from Heart Hospital of Austin. And do the same for yourself. 
This fast, painless procedure can quickly determine your risk for heart disease  
in its earliest and most treatable stages. In heart disease, early detection is critical.  
And you can trust our expertise with hearts, because for six years in a row, 
HealthGrades® has ranked us as the number one heart program in Texas.

This  
Father’s Day, 
find a new way 
to tell Dad you 
love him.
Show your love with a HeartSaver CT. Just $199.

Free Personal & Business Checking   250+ Free ATMs   21 Metro Locations
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Providing excellent fi nancial products and services for over 70 years.

Owner Occupied or Investment Property

Commercial Real Estate Loans
20 Year Amortization

No Prepayment Penalty

For details, contact Jim Howey (ext. 7317) or Jim Greenwood (ext. 7379).

*Annual Percentage Rate. All rates are expressed “as low as”. Actual rate may vary 
depending on credit qualifications. **Rate applies to 1st lien commercial real estate 
loans with a loan to value of 80% or less; construction/development loan rates/terms 
may be vary. Rates and terms are subject to change without notice. Austin Telco 
Federal Credit Union is federally insured to at least $250,000 per member by the 
National Credit Union Administration.

Commercial Real 
Estate Loans
5 Years 
Fixed

7 Years 
Fixed

4.99%**

5.25%**

Home Equity 
Loans
10 Years 
Fixed

15 Years 
Fixed

4.45%*

4.75%*

Automobile
Loans
Up to
60 Mo.

66 Mo.
2.89%*

2.99%*
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CALENDAR

benefit The Trail Foundation. • 8 p.m. • Online 
registration: run only ($30); run and party ($95), 
party only ($65); walk-up registration: run only 
($40), run and party ($110), party only ($75)  
Run begins at the trailhead underneath the 
MoPac bridge; the party will be held at the 
American Legion Hall, 2201 Veterans Drive 
http://thetrailfoundation.org

18–19 City-wide Garage Sale
Browse through collectibles and vintage 
items such as estate jewelry, coins, clothing, 
pottery, Depression-era glass and other 
hot-ticket items at the garage sale. Anyone 
who also wishes to sell any second-hand or 
vintage items may also participate. • Sat. 8:30 
a.m.–5 p.m., Sun. 11 a.m.–4 p.m. • Adults 
($5), children 12 and younger (free) • Palmer 
Events Center, 900 Barton Springs Road 
www.cwgs.com

Sponsored by

Find more or submit Central Austin events at  
www.impactnews.com/cta/calendar.

For a full list of Central Texas events visit  
www.impactnews.com/austin-metro/calendar.

To have Central Austin events included in the print edition, 
they must be submitted online by the second Friday  
of the month.

June 25
By Andrea Leptinsky

The city’s biggest “weird” celebration will take place at The Long Center for its ninth year. 
A variety of family-friendly activities make up the event, which asks its attendees to dress 
up for the fun. Local artisans and vendors will showcase their arts and crafts, while bands 
from across the country provide a festival soundtrack fitting for all Austin music lovers. 
Participants of the 5K will run, walk and waddle along Cesar Chavez Street and the Dog 
Pound Loop with fun stops along the way—getting soaked by water guns, tasting some local 
treats and downing an adult beverage.

“As a locally owned business, [we are] thrilled to celebrate the true meaning of ‘Keep Austin 
Weird’ by bringing together Austin businesses, vendors, musicians, residents and visitors for 
one blow-out party,” said Michelle Graham, director of the event. “This festival and 5K is a 
place where weird is always welcome.”

Festival begins at 2 p.m., 5K begins at 7 p.m. • Online festival passes purchased through 
June 23 ($12); onsite festival passes ($15); festival passes for children 12 and younger (free); 
adult 5K registration through May 31 ($35); adult 5K registration June 1–14 ($40); adult 5K 
registration after June 14 ($45); children 12 and younger 5K registration until June 14 ($12); 
children 12 and younger 5K registration after June 14 ($15) • Festival is held at The Long 
Center, 701 W. Riverside Drive; 5K begins on Riverside Drive • www.keepaustinweirdfest.com
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Last year’s Keep Austin Weird 5K included festively dressed participants, such as the runaway brides. 
The festival encourages all attendees to dress in costume to help celebrate Austin’s flair.

Ninth Annual Keep Austin Weird Festival and 5K
from Austin’s Garrido’s Restaurant, as well 
as other chefs from Central Texas. The event 
will pair selections from the chefs with wines, 
which will be judged by celebrity judges, 
such as Jacques Pepin, Francois Dionot and 
Michael Bauer. The event also includes a 
three-course tasting menu and 15 wine and 
food pairings. • 7–10 p.m. • $100 • AT&T 
Executive Center, 1900 University Ave. 
www.edibleaustin.com/ediblewandf

4 Scandemonium
Scandemonium is a high-energy scavenger 
hunt that will take participants throughout 
the streets of downtown Austin. Teams of 
two compete to solve clues, uncover codes 
and complete physical challenges in a race 
against the clock. The top three teams win  
a cash prize, and the grand prize amount  
will be matched by the event as a donation  
to the American Lung Association.   
11 a.m.–4 p.m. • $60 per early registration  
Republic Square Park, 422 Guadalupe St. 
http://adventure-race-scavenger-hunt-austin-
m2011-eorg.eventbrite.com

8–12 2011 Soul to Sole Festival
The Tapestry Dance Company hosts its 
11th annual tap dance festival, bringing 
teachers and dancers to Austin from around 
the country. The event includes more than 
75 master classes, courses, tap jams, panel 
discussions, a video night and two concerts at 
the Rollins Theatre. • Check website for event 
schedule • $15–$20 • Debra & Kevin Rollins 
Studio Theatre at The Long Center, 701 W. 
Riverside Drive • www.soultosole.org

9 2011 Board Summit
Presented by Greenlights, an organization 
designed to support nonprofits, and 
Leadership Austin, this year’s Board Summit 
is designed to introduce hundreds of business 
professionals to the executive leaders of 
Central Texas nonprofits who are looking 
for new board members. Charles Barnett, 
president and CEO of the Seton Family of 
Hospitals, will serve as the keynote speaker. 
6:15–8:45 p.m. • $35 • Bob Bullock Texas 
State History Museum, 1800 N. Congress Ave.  
www.greenlights.org/training-events/ 
board-summit

Worth the Trip 

9–12 Republic of Texas Biker Rally 
The ROT Biker Rally makes its annual 
appearance in Austin this June, as more than 
50,000 bikers are expected to attend the event. 
As the biggest motorcycle rally in Texas, the 
event, held at the Travis County Expo Center, 
will include a motorcycle show, custom 
motorcycle builders, comedians, bands, 
the Paradise Bar, a tattoo expo and more. 
Headlining musical acts include The Doobie 
Brothers and Eddie Money. • Check website 
for event schedule • Four-day registration 
purchased onsite ($70) • Travis County Expo 
Center, 7311 Decker Lane • www.rotrally.com

12 Chelsea Handler
Comedienne Chelsea Handler, known for 
shaking up the late-night television circuit with 
her celebrity and current events humor, travels 
to Austin as part of her Lies that Chelsea 
Handler Told Me Tour. Her appearance comes 
on the heels of her sold-out 2010 tour, which 
drew more than 250,000 fans throughout 44 
markets. • 8 p.m. • $38–$85 • Bass Concert 
Hall, 2300 Robert Dedman Drive   
http://texasperformingarts.org/events

16 Moonlight Margarita Run and Gala
The Trail Foundation hosts this seventh annual 
event, which is also sponsored by Maudie’s 
Tex-Mex. Online registration ends June 14. 
The 5K course travels along Lady Bird Lake. 
The race ends in front of the American Legion 
Hall on Veterans Drive. Immediately following 
the race, the sponsors will host a gala at the 
American Legion Hall that will include dinner, 
margaritas and live music. All proceeds 

May
30 Capital of Texas Triathlon
The event is open to all first-timers and 
veterans and includes running, biking and 
swimming races such as the first-timers 
triathlon, spring triathlon and the olympic 
triathlon. Swimming races will occur off 
Auditorium Shores, running routes are 
scheduled along Riverside Drive and South 
Congress Avenue and cycling routes will travel 
along the Trail at Lady Bird Lake.  
Check website for updated start times  
Fees begin at $110 • Locations throughout 
downtown Austin • www.captextri.com

June 
1 Michael Bublé
The melodic crooner travels to Austin as 
part of his Crazy Love Tour, which will also 
feature special guest Naturally 7. Bublé, 
known for singing classic songs ranging from 
Frank Sinatra to Louie Armstrong, first began 
winning awards for his music in Canada in 
2004. • 8 p.m. • $49.50–$89.50 • Frank  
Erwin Center, 1701 Red River St.   
www.uterwincenter.com/events

1–2  Thomas & Friends’ ‘Thomas  
Saves the Day’
Thomas the Tank Engine and his friends star in 
a show created for the whole family. The story 
will touch on life lessons such as discovery, 
friendship and cooperation. Join Thomas, 
Percy, Sir Topham Hatt and friends as they 
work together to save the Magic Lantern 
Festival. • Check website for showtimes  
$19–$79 • Michael and Susan Dell Hall at  
The Long Center, 701 W. Riverside Drive   
www.thelongcenter.org

2–5  One Man ‘Star Wars’ Trilogy
Writer/performer Charles Ross, an avid “Star 
Wars” fan, brings his childhood love to the 
theater. In this energetic 75-minute solo 
piece, Ross plays all the characters, recreates 
the effects, sings the music, flies the ships 
and fights both sides of the battles from the 
original “Star Wars” trilogy. • Check website 
for showtimes • $31–$36 • Debra & Kevin 
Rollins Studio Theatre at The Long Center, 701 
W. Riverside Drive • www.thelongcenter.org

3  Edible Texas Wine and Food Match
Join Edible Austin as it celebrates the area’s 
best wine and food with selections from 
competing chefs, including David Garrido 

Online Calendar
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  Austin City Council
Austin City Hall, 301 W. Second St.
974-2497, www.ci.austin.tx.us/council

June 9 and 23, 10 a.m.
City Council meetings are aired live on 
cable Channel 6 and webcast live at 
www.ci.austin.tx.us/channel6.

  Travis County 
Commissioners Court
314 11th St., Austin 
854-9425, www.co.travis.tx.us/
commissioners_court 

Meetings are every Tuesday at 9 a.m.

CITY AND COUNTY

Austin officials release annual review report to community; 
highlight achievements in becoming ‘best managed’ city

A new report, “Austin, Texas—A 
city on the path to best managed,” 
details how Austin is moving toward 
its goal of becoming one of the best-
managed municipalities in the U.S. 

The report highlights the city’s 
efforts in improving in several areas, 
including greening Austin, manag-
ing change, keeping the city safe and 
sustaining healthy finances. 

“I believe that Austin remains at, 

or near the top, of many national 
rankings because of the partnership 
between our workforce, our elected 
officials and our community,” City 
Manager Marc Ott said. “Austinites 
simply want the best in everything 
the city provides, and our elected 
officials are strong policy leaders with 
a wonderful ‘most-livable’ vision.”

The report may be viewed online at 
www.austintexas.gov.

Healthcare agency mulls tax rate increase
Central Health, the former Travis County 

Healthcare District, is considering a tax rate 
increase as part of its draft 2012 budget that 
assumes a tax rate of 7.97 cents per $100 of assessed 
value, an increase from the current 7.19 cents.

On May 18 Central Health Chief Financial Officer 
John Stephens said the base budget is larger than 
total current revenue. Staff is proposing to make up 
the budget shortfall through additional property tax 
revenue and $12.5 million in reserves.

City of Austin

Travis County
Meetings

Place 1 
Roger Chan
Total votes: 7,219

23.98 percent

Josiah James Ingalls
Total votes: 1,883

6.25 percent

Norman Jacobson
Total votes: 1,098

3.65 percent

Chris Riley (incumbent)
Total votes: 19,905

66.12 percent

Total City of Austin 
registered voters:  444,139

Total ballots cast:  32,300
*Runoff election scheduled for June 18

Place 2 
Kris Bailey
Total votes: 1,997

6.34 percent

Michael “Max” Nofziger
Total votes: 4,465

14.17 percent

Randi Shade (incumbent)
Total votes: 10,377

32.94 percent*

Kathie Tovo
Total votes: 14,666

46.55 percent*

Place 4 
Laura Morrison (incumbent)
Total votes: 21,737

72.94 percent

Eric J. Rangel 
Total votes: 5,598

18.78 percent

Toby Ryan
Total votes: 2,468

8.28 percent

Compiled by Staff

Relief from: Back Pain • Head and Neck Pain • Sciatica
Herniated Disc, Sports Injuries • Joint Pain • Cancer Pain  

 

Pelvic Pain • Chest Pain • All Types of Pain

board certified anesthesiologists
fellowship trained in pain managament
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512-485-7200
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applied for permits to begin building the 
Pleiades development, a then 22-unit 
condominium complex. Construction 
stopped in 2007, and in 2008, developer 
Tadd Coates of Bolter Corp. fired QMET 
as the development’s contractor. First 
State Bank took control of the property 
through foreclosure and considered two 
scenarios: complete the existing plans for 
the Pleiades, or start over on a new, larger 
project. With input from OWANA, the 
bank decided to continue construction on 
the original project.

Although the City of Austin’s Board of 
Adjustments green-lighted the resumption 
of construction in October 2009, the com-
plex was never completed.

A new plan in motion
A private investment group, 1603 

Enfield Ltd., purchased the property for 
an undisclosed amount in December 
2010 from First State Bank. The firm is 
led by Eddie Butler and the Butler Fam-
ily Interests. They brought on Austin-
based Fortis Realty Services to oversee 

the construction of Pease Place, a 25-unit 
condominium complex. By Dec. 31, con-
struction had begun. 

“Instead of demolishing the entire struc-
ture, we took it down to the concrete and 
steel and reused the existing structure,” 
said Rance Clouse, president of Fortis 
and the development’s contractor, Magnet 
Construction. “It cut down on time, cut 
down on the impact to the neighborhood 
and cut down on the amount of waste 
material from this project.”

Clouse said keeping the project running 
smoothly, quickly 
and efficiently were 
key requirements he 
incorporated into 
the complex’s con-
struction in order 
to achieve a speedy 
completion date for 
neighbors. For too 
long, Clouse said, 
the building has sat 
empty, vandalized and ridden with bugs—
things no West Austin resident has enjoyed.

“We felt it was very important—because 
of the history of this project and the nega-
tive impact the development has had on 

Enfield
Continued from | 1

“It has been a barometer of the state of 
real estate affairs in my neighborhood. 
Now to see it truly being finished in a 
nice, positive way makes everyone feel 
positive about the neighborhood.”

—John Teinert
West Austin resident,  

real estate broker

the neighborhood after standing vacant 
and incomplete for so many years—that 
[OWANA] understands we weren’t asking 
for any special consideration for the neigh-
borhood,” Clouse said. “We’re operating 
within existing approvals and permits and 
making all our corrections and changes 
within those entitlements.”

Designing the right replacement
With that in mind, Clouse, Magnet 

Construction and Architecture 365 have 
designed a complex that will feature condos 

for sale ranging in 
size from 500 square 
feet to 1,300 square 
feet. Prices will be 
from $150,000 for 
studios to $395,000 
for larger, two-bed-
room and two-bath-
room units. Accord-
ing to Clouse, the 
building will be com-

pleted and open for tenants this fall.
“We tried very hard not to make any 

further demands on the neighborhood,” 
he said. “Because of the prior structure’s 
dilapidated condition, there was some 

vandalism and vagrancy going on, as well 
as water and mosquito issues. One of the 
first things we did was secure the property 
… and install certain security measures in 
the construction site to eliminate the van-
dalism and graffiti issues.”

While developers met with the Austin 
Police Department to help secure the prop-
erty, they also carried out a first round of 
paving to reduce the water ponding issues 
that attracted mosquitoes. 

“With a little bit of planning and a little 
bit of forethought, things can go a lot bet-
ter,” Clouse said. 

While Teinert—and other OWANA resi-
dents—are eager to see the project finally 
come to the end, Clouse said because of 
the preliminary and time-saving work that 
has been done, and because of the financial 
investment that has been put into the proj-
ect, local residents will be able to see an end 
to the “eyesore” dilemma soon.

“Residents are glad to see that the project 
is being finished and glad to see we’re up 
and running,” Clouse said. “I have the kind 
of partners with the financial strength to 
see this thing through to the finish.”

2005

The life of 
1603 Enfield 
Road

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011

Existing homes 

moved off 1603, 

1605 and 1607 

Enfield Road

QMET Building 

applies for 

permits to build 

the Pleiades 

Condominiums, 

construction 

begins

Pleiades construction stops one month after a dispute 

between developer Bolter Corporation, builder QMET 

and architect Gordon Bohmfalk 

In December, 1603 Enfield Ltd., a private 

investment firm led by heirs of former 

Austin Mayor Roy Butler, purchase the 

property for an undisclosed price and hire 

Fortis Realty Services to begin work on 

the condominium complex

First State Bank takes 

ownership of the 

property in the fall

Construction  

remains halted, 

building sits vacant
Pease Place expected to open 

to residents in October

Comment at more.impactnews.com/12818
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Change in a Census

Map produced by Ryan Robinson, City Demographer, Department of Planning, City of Austin.  January 2011.
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total population growth.
Meanwhile, the population 

of those younger than 18 in the 
central core decreased by 1,333, 
while the exterior parts of Austin 
saw a rise of 53,426 people in that 
demographic.

A change in the household
It’s not that families are leav-

ing the Austin core in droves, but 
rather the makeup of households 
have dramatically changed in the 
last decade, Robinson said.

“There was a wholesale change 
in terms of race and ethnicity 
of those households,” Robinson 
said. “Expensive single-family 
homes replaced smaller fam-
ily homes, but in many cases the 
occupants of those new units are 
smaller families with children or 
children-less couples or singles. 
Do that a couple hundred times 
over in dozens of ZIP codes—the 
result you get is this very patchy 
landscape of population growth 
and decline.”

A key factor in the movement 
of families seems to be an increase 
in the cost of living within the 
urban core, Robinson said. Rob-
inson’s office will be working with 
appraisal data over the next year 
to see how property value and 
taxes have influenced population 
growth and movement.

“I think most families are being 
priced out of the central city,” 
said Alan Cox, senior consultant 
with TIP Strategies, an economic 
development strategy firm.

Cox said East Austin is a prime 
example of how housing rede-
velopment and prices have led to 
mass movement of families.

“The people who have histori-
cally lived there have to deter-
mine whether or not it’s worth 
living in a home where property 
taxes continue to increase over 

time,” he said. “When they sell 
the home they can make a bigger 
profit and have a bigger place in 
the suburbs and have access to 
better schools. It is a conflict of 
those factors—working families 
really just can’t afford to purchase 
a $350,000 home.”

The 78702 ZIP code in East 
Austin, bounded by Martin 
Luther King Jr. Boulevard, Air-
port Boulevard, the lake line to 
the south and I-35, has decreased 
overall in population by 1,196 
since 2000. The white popula-
tion has increased in the area by 
3,546, whereas 1,688 African-
Americans have left the area, 
followed by 3,293 Hispanics and 
2,141 children younger than 18.

Robinson said the Hispanic 
population’s working class has 
moved farther east, whereas a ris-
ing Hispanic middle class has dis-
persed throughout the entire city.

Generational changes
The 78704 ZIP code, bounded 

by I-35, Hwy. 290, the green-
belt to the west and the lake line 
to the north, has decreased in 
overall population by 1,002. That 
includes an increase in the white 
population by 1,989, 
but also a loss of 
2,595 Hispanics, 594 
African-Americans 
and 1,387 children 
younger than 18.

Rob Lippincott, 
owner of Guero’s 
Taco Bar on South 
Congress Avenue, 
said the area seems to 
be getting gentrified, 
particularly toward 
Bouldin Creek 
where property taxes 
have substantially 
increased. Although 
the South Congress 
Avenue area has posi-
tively grown since 
the mid-’90s when 

several buildings were dilapidated 
or left vacant, Lippincott said there 
seems to be fewer families with 
children in the area.

“It seems a little less carefree 
than it used to in the old days,” 
Lippincott said. “There may be 
fewer families with children, but 
the overall age group seems to be 
younger. It’s the turnover of the 
generation that’s happening here.”

A downtown for everyone
Despite the mass movement 

of people toward the suburban 
fringes of Austin, city policy has 
leaned toward creating increased 
density in the central core.

Downtown is bounded by I-35 
to the east, the lake line to the 
south, MoPac to the west and 
Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard 
to the north. The area has seen a 
total population increase of 3,796 
in the past 10 years with 82 per-
cent of that growth being white, 
7.6 percent being Hispanic and 0.2 
percent being African-American. 
The area is currently 73 percent 
white, 13 percent Hispanic and 5 
percent African-American.

In order to create a diverse 
downtown, there needs to be 

increased affordable housing, 
improved safety, better public 
spaces, green space and qual-
ity schools, said Michael McGill, 
president of the Downtown Aus-
tin Neighborhood Association.

“Those are deciding factors in 
different economic ranges and 
ethnicities,” McGill said. “Down-
town is home to a lot of cultural 
heritage, whether that be histori-
cal or even just a current cultural 
space. We want to make sure 
we have a good mix of housing 
options at different price levels 
to attract a variety of people from 
different backgrounds.”

Downtown Austin is nearly 
98 percent developed, which has 
resulted in the last five years of 
development occurring in South 
and East Austin, where a new 
trend in redeveloping decades-
old homes has become prevalent 
and resulted in increased property 
values, said Travis County Chief 
Appraiser Patrick Brown. As a 
result, families have had to make a 
housing choice.

“Higher rents for people on 
fixed incomes, be it Social Security 
or welfare or anything like that, are 
going to eventually be displaced 

15 points plus

10 to 15 points

5 to 10 points

0 to 5 points

-5 to 0 points

-10 to -5 points

-15 to -10 points

-15 points plus

by the more expensive rents and 
purchase prices that a growing city 
gets involved with,” Brown said. “It 
becomes harder and more chal-
lenging to provide those lower cost 
alternatives.”

According to Travis Central 
Appraisal District data, Austin’s 
average homestead value rose 
from $139,853 in 2000 to $267,092 
in 2010, a 91 percent change. The 
suburbs of Austin have seen less 
of a rise such as in Del Valle where 
the average homestead value rose 
64.5 percent to $105,723 and in 
Lake Travis where it rose 72.1 per-
cent to $384,278. Travis County 
overall rose from $153,668 to 
$272,820, a 77.5 percent increase.

Brown said the challenge for 
developers is to build afford-
able housing that clusters hous-
ing, minimizes exterior property 
space and creates an efficient inte-
rior. He expects development to 
continue to occur outside of the 
central city, but if affordable hous-
ing in the central core increases 
with adequate transportation 
lines connecting it to downtown, 
people may move back inward.

Change in percentage African-American and Hispanic population changes in Austin, 2000–10

Comment at more.impactnews.com/12817
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Current  
exemption

Proposed  
exemption

Properties  
affected

Historic landmark Residential

•	 Improvement, 100 
percent; land, 50 
percent

Commercial/non-
residential

•	 Improvement, 50 
percent, land, 25 
percent

Residential

•	$75,000

Commercial/non-
residential

•	Stays the same

558

Over 65, 
disabled person 
homestead

$65,000 for dis-
abled; over 65 and 
surviving spouse

$75,000 for disabled; 
over 65 and surviving 
spouse

40,963

Proposed changes (using 2010 property values, tax rates)
Source: Travis County

exemptions are things we were 
allowed to do or set by the state 
property tax code. One thing we 
could look at was the historic 
exemption.” 

Knight said that compared with 
other counties, Travis County was 
offering generous exemptions 
indefinitely instead of smaller 
exemptions for seven years or less. 

In a March 28 memo, working 
group co-chairs Knight and Bud-
get Director Leroy Nellis wrote that 
the group felt the county should 
protect historic structures not 
already represented by a histori-
cal society. Exemptions help offset 
the added maintenance needed for 
historic homes, they wrote.

The working group found that 
the taxes of homestead owners 
age 65 and older or with disabili-
ties “have increased dispropor-
tionately during the past 17 years” 
as compared with other home-
stead owners, the memo states. 
“Unfortunately, these taxpayers 
normally are less likely to be able 
to afford the increased property 
taxes,” it said.

It recommended that all his-
toric residential and commercial 
structures be designated historic 

by a recognized organization; 
have a substantial portion built 
before 1930; have its exemption 
determined by the Commission-
ers Court; and only receive the 
exemption for 10 years, beginning 
Jan. 1, 2011.

Following a public hearing, the 
working group recommended 
keeping the current exemptions 
for commercial properties.

“We believe that there was a case 
made that commercial properties 
were at an economic disadvantage 
when compared with more mod-
ern buildings and retail space,” 
Nellis told the court May 17.

Resident reactions
Marlene Romanczak told the 

court that homeowners would 
seek to remove their historic sta-
tus if exemptions were removed.

“With the proposed changes, 
why would anyone want to keep 
their [historic] zoning without any 
benefit?” she said. “When we sell 
our houses, who would buy them? 
They would be costly to maintain, 
unable to be developed and have 
an extremely small tax savings.” 

Albert Stanley said that many 
historic homes are under-
appraised and getting dispropor-
tionately large exemptions.

“When giving a tax benefit in 

perpetuity, you should look at 
that as the cash value of a 30-year 
treasury note,” he said. 

He went on to call the current 
program “welfare for the well-off ” 
and urged officials to distinguish 
between places such as the Bre-
mond Block Historic District—
a collection of Victorian-era 
homes—and houses where “not a 
single tourist passes.”

Maureen Metteauer called 
changing the exemption “a breach 
of contract.”

“Changing your [historic] sta-
tus is a huge, expensive process 
and you are penalized for it,” she 
said. “[The court is] penalizing 
people that did nothing wrong 
and played by the rules that have 
been in place for 35 years.”

Morris Priest said the county 
has “followed a bad lead by fol-
lowing the City of Austin,” and 
that the public has made their 
views opposing exemptions abun-
dantly clear.

Following public comment, the 
court asked staff for additional 
information.

City of Austin and AISD
On May 12, the Austin City 

Council voted to postpone vot-
ing on changes to historic des-
ignation criteria because of new 

developments in a related 
lawsuit. The City Council was 
scheduled to revisit the issue 
during its May 26 meeting. 

The proposed changes 
included capping owner-occu-
pied landmark exemptions at 
$2,500 and creating an index 
to modify the cap based on 
changes in property tax values, 
among other modifications.

On April 28, the council 
discussed its historic pres-
ervation program and heard 
recommendations from staff 
and the Historic Landmark 

Commission. 
AISD cut its historic prop-

erty exemption last August. 
CFO Nicole Conley-Abrams 
said the district included 
a partial restoration of the 
exemption in next year’s bud-
get assumptions because of 
its “minimal impact” on the 
district’s finances. The AISD 
board of trustees is scheduled 
to consider historic property 
exemptions again at its June 20 
meeting.

Exemptions
Continued from | 1
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AT THE CAPITOL

The State Legislature comes to a close
By Marcus Funk

A number of essential issues remained 
unresolved as the Texas Legislature entered 
its final two weeks, including dueling bud-
get plans and a sight-unseen Congressional 
redistricting map. Local representatives 
scrambled against the clock, along with the 
rest of the Lege, to meet their goals before 
time runs out May 30.

What had passed were Gov. Rick Perry’s 
emergency issues, a number of conser-
vative initiatives like eminent domain 
restriction, mandatory sonograms for 
abortion-seekers and hyper-partisan Voter 
ID legislation; each had passed both the 
House and Senate, in most cases along 
party lines, and were floating through 
various conference committees to negoti-
ate a final version. That left spartan budget 
and financing debates looming at the end 
of the session, particularly concerning 
public school districts. Adding to the time 
crunch was an impromptu announcement 
by Republican Comptroller Susan Combs 
that tax revenues may increase as much as 
$1.2 billion from original projections, with 
additional increases to the rainy day fund.

“In terms of how the session has gone 
so far, I’m disappointed that we’ve had to 
spend so much time on controversial issues 
that the governor declared as emergencies 
that really, in my opinion, were not,” said Comment at more.impactnews.com/12885

Rep. Donna Howard, D-Austin. “That has 
taken a huge amount of time and kept us 
from focusing on the serious challenges of 
our budget.” 

While the budget consumed much of 
the Legislature’s time in its final days, local 
legislators had some success in moving 
their own agendas. Democrats typically 
filed and passed fewer bills than Republi-
cans this year, in part because they were 
outnumbered more than 2–1 in the House, 
but legislative agendas still granted a look 
into each representative’s priorities.

Rep. Mark Strama, D-Austin, passed a 
bill requiring consistency in policy and 
punishment concerning the expulsion of 
public school students; the bill passed the 
House, and Sen. Kirk Watson, D-Austin, 
was shepherding it toward a Senate com-
mittee vote in mid-May. 

Howard authored a bill requiring the 
University Interscholastic League, or UIL, 
to attach a “fiscal impact statement” to 
any new actions or rules that would raise 
costs or fees for member schools; the group 
provides extracurricular activities to public 
and charter school students, including aca-
demic and athletic events. It passed both 
the House and Senate, and Senate amend-
ments were under discussion in the House.

Sponsored bills

Rep. Eddie Rodriguez, D-Austin

HB 1854 Establishes minimum 
guidelines for “parental child safety 
placement” programs allowing the 
Department of Family Protective 
Services to place children in the 
homes of a relative in lieu of formal 
removal from a home; passed by 
House, pending approval in Senate

HB 3309 Transfers the authority to 
set maximum vehicle weights and 
loads from the Texas Transportation 
Commission to the Texas Department 
of Transportation; passed by House, 
pending approval in Senate

Rep. Mark Strama, D-Austin

HB 906 Requires consistency in 
policy and punishment for public 
school expulsions

HB 3255 Encourages the inclusion 
of multiple racial and ethnic groups 
in the state demographer’s estimates 
and projections

Rep. Donna Howard, D-Austin 

HB 1286 Requires the University 
Interscholastic League to include 
financial impact statements to new 
rules or actions that could raise costs 
to member schools

HB 555 Increases the minimum 
property damage requirement for a 
reportable boating accident

Rep. Elliott Naishtat, D-Austin 

HB 1829 Gives law enforcement legal 
authority to transfer mental health 
patients under emergency detention 
to a psychiatric hospital; passed by 
House and Senate

HB 3342 Amends current law 
requiring county attorneys to be 
present for certain mental health 
court proceedings; passed by House 
and Senate

Rep. Dawnna Dukes, D-Austin

HB 945 Expands notification of 
runaway children under the state’s 
conservatorship; passed by House 
and Senate, pending final passage

HB 1 Plays a key role in crafting the 
budget, a time-consuming task
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Jon Hockenyos, a regional economist who sits on several area boards, said the state budget crisis and 
the potential for increased taxes will lead to some “adult conversations” about how to pay for services.

COFFEE WITH IMPACT

Jon Hockenyos
Austin economist shares views on recession recovery
By Tiffany Young 

Editor’s note: Coffee with Impact is a monthly forum at our headquarters featuring lead-
ers in various sectors who are making a difference in Central Texas and beyond.

Jon Hockenyos, president and founder of economic consulting firm TXP, has made a 
name for himself in Central Texas for his annual economic outlook and forecast presen-
tations to the City of Austin as well as his positions on several area boards. From working 
with cities to see how the economy affects their operations to analyzing how public policy 
affects organizations, Hockenyos said his job is to “tell stories with numbers.”

Hockenyos has an undergraduate degree in philosophy from the University of Illinois 
and a graduate degree in public affairs from the LBJ School of Public Affairs at The Uni-
versity of Texas. Projects he is undertaking include working with the City of Austin on its 
2011–12 fiscal year budget and developing a finance plan for the Dallas/Fort Worth area 
on an approximately $2 billion transit rail expansion.

In 10 years, do you see Williamson, Travis 
and Hays counties as a metropolitan area 
similar to the Dallas/Fort Worth area?

I don’t think it’s any secret that cultur-
ally, Hays, Travis and Williamson counties 
kind of have different paths. I think the 
interesting challenge as a region is to say, 
‘What are the common issues we all have 
to deal with?’ It fundamentally comes 
down to natural resources, water and 
transportation. It will be interesting to see 
if we can deal with those problems region-
ally, what the implications of that are 
naturally over time—over 10 or 15 years. I 
would say that’s the best way to go. If you 
put that infrastructure in place, maybe 

someday we’d have a regional rail system. 
Maybe we’d have the capacity to see where 
we develop and where we don’t in terms of 
natural resource considerations ... 

Is the public’s perception of teachers’ and 
administrators’ jobs being cut realistic?

The reality of the consequences of what 
sounds great—at least in ‘We’ve got to cut 
waste and fraud.’ Who’s going to disagree 
with that? But when cutting waste and 
fraud means your teacher isn’t working 
anymore, then it takes on a slightly differ-
ent tone. I think, if that comes to pass, it 
will then prompt us as a community and 
as a state to say, ‘OK, now we really get it. 

Now we’re moving past the rhetoric into 
this is what it really means.’ It’s moving 
into an adult conversation about adult 
choices.

What can suburban areas, such as Round 
Rock ... learn from Austin’s growing pains?

I think the biggest things suburban areas 
could learn is [that] what makes suburban 
areas viable is thinking about their build 
environment so it’s not just single-family 
housing and commercial. I think the chal-
lenge for suburbs is to put in a mixing of 
different land uses—to have some employ-
ment centers, to have some entertainment 
options, to have retail and maybe some 

lodging in the mix—to be accessible to each 
other so that they can feed off of each other.

How do increased taxes affect ... small-
business owners from a historical aspect?

A lot of that is about perception. The top 
marginal income tax in 1960 was  
90 percent. I think that’s going to be one 
part of the adult conversation somewhere 
along the road we’re going to have to have 
about [what] level of government revenue 
is required to support things we really care 
about and what portion of that is each one 
of us going to be asked to pay.
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BUSINESS INSIDER

After returning to Austin in 2004 from 
a culinary stint in New York, Joel Haro, 
owner of LovePuppies Brownies, initially 
went to work as the head of his own 
catering business. Once his clients began 
taking to his desserts more than anything 
else, he noticed a trend.

“I started getting more requests for 
brownies than anything else,” Haro said. 
“I did away with the rest of the menu, 
came up with brand packaging and 
wanted to see what would happen.”

After devising some new flavors of 
brownies—such as Peanut Butter Nutcase,  
Hunka Hunka Burning Love and Ken-
tucky Screwdriver—Haro set out to open 
his LovePuppies Brownies website and 
then in 2009, his kitchen, located at 101 
W. Koenig Lane. He recently launched a 
new line of gluten-free brownies as well.

University of Texas graduate Kim 
Karacz has launched a company that 
provides custom-made wigs to those with 
medical long-term hair loss.

Karacz meets one-on-one with clients 
as part of her company, Second Nature 
Hair, which launched earlier this year.

“Most of my clients have an auto-
immune disease called alopecia, but other 
clients have suffered hair loss due to mul-
tiple rounds of chemotherapy, burns or 
male or female pattern baldness,” Karacz 
said, adding that she, too, has alopecia.

Austin-based Primo Analytics launched 
a cuisine review website, www.primodish.
com, in April. The company, started by 
Fritz Meitzen, Jake Gostylo and Larry  
Popkin in 2010, incorporated in early 2011.

The website allows users to rate differ-
ent dishes from restaurants, create a free 
account to save recommendations and 
share recommendations with friends. 

The trio, who calls themselves a group of 
developers that love food, felt a website was 
needed to help diners find the best dishes 
at the best restaurants.

Although the website launched in 
Austin, Primo Analytics intends the site 
to be used worldwide. Users can search for 
restaurants by type or location. Reviews of 
dishes will be limited to 180 characters. 

Visit www.primodish.com for more 
information.

International Studies Abroad, an Austin-
based company that has served students for 
nearly 25 years, has released a new iPhone 
application designed to make information 
more accessible to students.

“This app is designed to make the 
decision-making process a little bit easier, 
from choosing a program location to 
length of study,” said Dominick Luciano, 
senior director of university relations and 
marketing manager. “Every option is orga-
nized with the touch of a finger.”

The application includes interactive city 
maps, program overviews, courses and 
program costs, making reviewing and con-
sidering study abroad programs accessible 
to anyone with an iPhone.

The application also provides in-depth 
city information, such as cultural land-
marks and university campus buildings. 

Visit www.studiesabroad.com for more 
information.

Native Austinite sweetens city with 
thriving enterprise on Koenig Lane

Startup tackles medical hair loss with wigs

PrimoDish expands, lets 
diners name best dishes

Study abroad company 
unveils iPhone application

Although he does not operate a com-
mercial storefront, customers who place 
orders through his website can pick up 
their brownies at the building themselves.

Haro has watched his wholesale bak-
ing operation consistently gain steam. 
His brownies are offered in Antonelli’s 
Cheese Shop, Torchy’s Tacos, Austin’s 
Pizza, Rosedale Market and Dominican 
Joe Coffee Shop, among others. And his 
most recent wholesale client—Wheats-
ville Co-op—ordered its first shipment of 
brownies in May.

The environment in Austin has been 
near-perfect for his startup business, 
Haro said, something he believes would 
have been different elsewhere.

“I hit [the Austin food scene] at a good 
time, when everybody was very accepting 
and very locally supportive,” he said.

She begins each consultation by taking 
a plaster mold of her client’s head that the 
factory will use to make its wig.

“Most hair-loss sufferers hide in silence, 
and it is very difficult to reach out to them 
on any level,” she said of her business’s 
development. “Opening this business was 
a dream of mine to help other hair-loss 
sufferers like myself look and feel the very 
best they can and live life confidently.”

Karacz, who travels throughout the 
Austin area, runs her business through its 
website, www.2ndnaturehair.com.
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Owner Joel Haro opened his brownie shop in 2009.
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Kim Karacz launched Second Nature Hair in early 
2011 after having alopecia for 25 years.

By Andrea Leptinsky

Internet retailer buys storefront, joins Furniture Row in Austin  
Human Solution Office Furniture, 

headed by President Jon Paulsen, opened 
its storefront location at 2139 W. Ander-
son Lane May 16 after retailing its prod-
ucts through its website since 2003.

The shop specializes in office furniture 
that fits every customer’s ergonomic 

need. The store is staffed with office fur-
niture experts and certified professional 
ergonomists.

“I personally select products that help 
various people work without getting 
injured or fatigued,” Paulsen said.

While the store offers office equipment, 

it also provides ergonomics assessments 
for businesses and individuals.

“Austin is a high-tech city with 
people working in commercial and home 
offices,” Paulsen said. “When people are 
ready to explore their options in office 
furniture, we are a good place to visit.”

LovePuppies  
Brownies
101 W. Koenig Lane
406-0168
www.lovepuppiesbrownies.com
Twitter: @lovepupbrownies
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Crystals • Minerals • Fossils • Jewelery • Unique Gifts

Celebrate the Grand Opening of our new community center
Celebrate our new neighbor Vitruvian Vitamins
Celebrate the 6th year of Austin All Natural Magazine
Celebrate the Summer Solstice
Celebrate you and our community......................Call for more details!

ntrocks.com

North Austin, 2307 Kramer Lane 
512.833.7760
Georgetown, 4300 South IH-35
512.864.7319

Nature’s Treasures

Central Austin, 4103 N. IH-35 • 512.472.5015 • Open 7days

“We Rock”“We Rock”

OTHER LOCATIONS:

Fountain’s • CD’s • Spheres • Jewelry • Hearts • Obelisks • Globes • Carvings • Oils • Incense • Candles • Beads & Findings • Gifts • Bo
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Airport Blvd.

45th St.

381/2 St.
Wilshire 
Blvd.

COME CELEBRATE WITH US SAT. JUNE 18

of Texas

ALL NATURAL MEAT
OUR LIVESTOCK DOESN’T HOLD A GRUDGE THEY’RE RAISED
WITH NO HORMONES, NO ANTIBIOTICS, AND NO GMOS



impactnews.com • May 2011 | FEATURES | 17

Room Service Vintage
An Austin tradition celebrates 30 years of business

T he colorful and ever-changing 
inventory of Room Service 
Vintage, a retro resale shop 

located along East North Loop Bou-
levard, may provide some indication 
as to what sort of life the store has. 
Constantly evolving and engaging 
new customers, operating the store is 
anything but glamorous, according to 
its management.

“There’s a lot more to it than simply 
going out and knocking on people’s 
doors,” said store manager Lori Good-
pasture, who also serves as one of the 
store’s six vendors, some of whom 
travel long distances to find the right 
items for Room Service Vintage.

“We travel a lot,” Goodpasture said. 
“Austin’s a tough place to find resale 
stuff anymore, so we have to find it 
ourselves—my husband and I are tak-
ing a trip to go to Minnesota.”

As a result from her trip to the 
north, Goodpasture anticipates 
driving back to Austin with a mov-
ing truck full of new goodies for the 
shop, which can include anything 
from vintage couches to cowboy 

boots, records or butter dishes.
Room Service Vintage first 

appeared on the Austin resale scene in 
1981 under the ownership of Patricia 
Crocker. It switched hands in 1999, 
when current owner LuCretia Sisk 
purchased the store.

“It had reached a point where it 
was stagnating pretty severely,” Sisk 
said. “The owner wanted to sell, and I 
could see there was a lot of potential to 
improve on.”

Under Sisk’s leadership, the shop 
has grown to the point where she now 
updates the store’s website twice a 
week to reflect its inventory. Products 
fly out just as fast as they come in, and 
when that happens, it is the vendors’ 
job to fill the empty shelves with new 
products, something Goodpasture 
also attributes to the store’s three-
decade-long success.

“We have a very fast turnover,” she 
said. “We get customers that come 
in two or three times a week because 
they see how quickly we move stuff 
around. The store is like a treasure 
hunt for a lot of people.”

BUSINESS

The shop’s six vendors stock the store with items from across the U.S.
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By Andrea Leptinsky

Room Service Vintage
107 E. North Loop Blvd.
451-1057
www.roomservicevintage.com
Twitter: @RSVintageAustin

A year-long celebration

To help celebrate the store’s 30th 
anniversary, Sisk and Goodpasture 
are hosting monthly events throughout 
2011 to thank Austin customers for 
their loyalty and support.

The pair recently established the store’s 
frequent shopper card program, which 
offers rewards to returning customers   . 
It is another way to help celebrate the 
store’s anniversary, they said.

Monthly events
• June: Double punches for frequent 

shopper cards
• July: Drawings and giveaways 
• August: RSV hosts a movie at Alamo 

Drafthouse
• September: Block party

Owner LuCretia Sisk and store manager Lori 
Goodpasture oversee Room Service Vintage.
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512-568-4147

aplusfcu.org

Interested in a 

Bachelor of Science  

in Nursing?

We are located in both 

Bryan-College Station  

and Round Rock.

Scan this QR code with your smart phone, or go to: 

nursing.tamhsc.edu
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The mango-poblano chile quesadillas ($7.99), a 
staple vegetarian dish, is served with fresh mango, 
poblano chiles and cream cheese.

The bar at the north end of Hula Hut is one of three 
bars featured at the restaurant. The patio bar and 
the indoor bar round out the eatery’s bar selection.

Johnson and his management have worked since 
winter to restore the restaurant’s roof, which was 
destroyed during a New Year’s Eve fireworks display.

Lake Austin Blvd.

Enfield Rd.

5th St.
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Hula Hut
A winter fire gives Austin eatery a chance to improve

General Manager Tim Johnson has overseen Hula Hut for 15 years and has a kept a stable staff ever since. 
The waitstaff often stays at the restaurant for several years, due to the eatery’s good pay and atmosphere.

F ive months after a nearby New Year’s 
Eve firework show left the outdoor 
patio destroyed, Hula Hut is fully 

open for business just in time for the 
Central Texas summer weather with fresh 
food and a family-friendly atmosphere. 

With tropical-themed decorations 
adorning the brightly painted walls, Hula 
Hut has served up its self-coined Tiki-
Mex cuisine to Austin residents and tour-
ists for 18 years as of June at its original 
Lake Austin Boulevard location.

Owned by Andy Norton, Bill Formby, 
Duffy Oyster and Ken Leonard, the 
restaurant is a destination spot that can 
be reached by car or boat. As the summer 
heat creeps into Central Texas, General 
Manager Tim Johnson said the docks will 
be full of nearby boaters coming in to 
enjoy a meal or drinks with friends.

Johnson, who has worked at Hula 
Hut for 15 years, said the restaurant 
has evolved from a family-style dining 

experience to more individual entrée 
options. 

“We have become a ‘gotta-take-your-
parents’ kind of place, but it is also sup-
ported by our local customers,” he said. 
“I see the same faces week in and week 
out, and we become great friends with our 
customers.”

Although the atmosphere is a big draw 
for regulars, the menu that combines 
Hawaiian flavors with traditional Tex-
Mex flair keeps people coming back. 

Fresh produce and local ingredients are 
a must, and the salsa even includes fresh 
pineapple. 

There is no executive chef on the 
175-member staff, so the menu is a joint 
effort among Johnson, the managers and 
the owners. 

“I like to cook and I like the creative 
side. The owners have given me that cre-
ative leeway,” he said. “I am not a chef by 
any stretch of the imagination.” 

By Kate Hull

Sizzlin’ summer dishes
General Manager Tim Johnson and the 
Hula Hut staff continually add new dishes 
to the menu, but classics remain the 
favorite among regulars, Johnson said. 

• Chicken and guacamole tubular taco 
($10): Roasted chicken, guacamole and 
Monterey Jack cheese in a baked flour 
tortilla 

• Open-faced tuna tacos ($9.59): Grilled Ahi 
tuna served open-faced with pico de gallo 
and roasted poblanos on corn tortillas

• Coconut shrimp ($8.99): Coconut shrimp 
served with spicy orange sauce. 

Three times the bars
With two outdoor bars and one indoors, 
happy hour at Hula Hut is an event in 
itself. As the restaurant went through 
repairs, management took advantage of 
its opportunity to make some changes by 
adding new options at the patio bar, such 
as a full menu and new drinks.  

“We redecorated the outdoor bar after the 
fire and added the option to order off the 
full menu,” Johnson said, adding the most 
popular drink ordered off the menu is the 
Hu-La-La margarita that is served in a 
fishbowl.

Fire recovery
A New Year’s Eve fireworks show at a nearby 
bar went awry, resulting in severe roof 
damage at Hula Hut. Johnson estimates 
total repair costs may have now reached 
$100,000.

“The fire damaged mostly the roofing 
structure on the pier,” he said. “We were 
very fortunate that firemen were on site and 
they saved so much of it.”

After months of repair work, the pier is back 
open for business and an additional fire exit 
is near completion.

“We tried to put it back the way it was 
rather than something new and different,” 
Johnson said. “We felt we had something 
going here, and why mess with success?”

Hula Hut
3825 Lake Austin Blvd.
476-4852
www.hulahut.com
Sun.–Thu. 11 a.m.–10 p.m.
Fri.–Sat. 11 a.m.–11 p.m.
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Greater TEXAS
Federal Credit Union
w w w . g t f c u . o r g

®

Open the door 
to opportunity 
Open the door to endless opportunities with a low rate home equity loan as 
low as 3.99% APR* or a competitive home mortgage loan with local friendly 
service. Visit us online or call (512) 458-2558 for more information. 

Federally Insured by NCUA

6411 N. Lamar Blvd.
*APR=Annual Percentage Rate. Stated rate is for new loans only. Minimum $25,000 new cash. Loan term is up to 5 years, 
60 monthly payments of  $18.87 per $1,000 borrowed. Actual rate may vary depending on credit qualifications. No 
additional rate discounts apply. Terms and conditions apply.

“This place is heaven 
on earth with angels as 
baristas.” 
-

“Kick Butt Coffee is like 
Bushido, it keeps me in 
a state of sound mind 
and body.”  
-

I-35

2222

FREE LUNCH
Because we’ve added samiches to 
our menu we thought you would 
want to try them. Risk Free. So 
come in with a friend, buy one 
samich and get the second one free. 
Just tear this out and bring it in to 
get your Free Samich today!
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HISTORY

By Amy Deis

The Memorial Day flood of 1981
Austin remembers lives lost during 30th anniversary of event

M ay 24, 1981, marked one of the worst 
flash floods in Austin’s history. Thirteen 
people died, mostly in cars swept away by 

floodwaters.
About 11 inches of rain fell in just a couple of 

hours, causing Shoal Creek, Walnut Creek and 
Little Walnut Creek to overflow their banks and 
leave dozens homeless.

By 3 a.m., most of the floodwaters receded. Shoal 
Creek and surrounding neighborhoods were left 
with the debris of broken furniture, cars from a 
nearby dealership on Lamar Boulevard and pianos 
and other musical instruments from Strait Music.

The flood caused more than $35 million worth of 
damage, but several families, like Shaela Leggett-
Wilson’s, lost more than material possessions.

Leggett-Wilson was 16 years old when her 
grandmother, Carolyn Grove, and her uncle, Jeff 
Grove, died in the flood.

The Groves lived at 4009 Jefferson St. in a house 
that was 20 paces from Shoal Creek. The neighbor-
hood was prone to flooding, but Leggett-Wilson said 
her grandmother had never left home when it did.

“They just learned to deal with it,” she said.
This time, neighbors told Leggett-Wilson the 

water rose too fast and broke the front picture win-
dow in the den. Carolyn Grove was swept away in 
fast-moving current. Leggett-Wilson later learned 

her uncle drowned after rescuing the neighbors 
from their attic.

Farther downstream, floodwaters swept through 
businesses. Architect Fred Worley was watching 
the Indy 500 that night and was unaware his office 
building at 800 West Ave. was swept away.

“Someone on the Sixth Street bridge said it went 
over the bridge and got pinned on the Fifth Street 
bridge before breaking apart,” he said.

In the debris under the Fifth Street bridge, Wor-
ley found his framed architect certificate from the 
state, his drafting table and filing cabinet with the 
insurance paperwork still inside.

After floodwaters receded and families rebuilt 
their homes and lives, some never lost the fear of a 
flood occurring again.

Lou Lasher had just finished moving in to her 
new home on Silverway Drive. She had gotten mar-
ried in February to Bill Lasher, who lived in the 
home with his daughters, Kristin, 7, and Claire, 4.

As the water rose in their home, the couple 
fought to keep their family alive. Lou Lasher said 
she thought for about an hour that her family 
might not make it. Although they all survived, the 
flood changed her perspective about being immune 
to disasters.

“We were all very jumpy for quite some time 
after,” she said.

Several Austin dealerships along Shoal Creek claimed damages as a result of the 
flood, including McMorris Ford, Bill Heil Chrysler-Plymouth and used-car dealers.

The flood was so strong it washed about 
565 new and used cars out of their lots.
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Since the 1981 flood, the city has 
spent more than $200 million on 
flood control, said Kevin Shunk, 
supervising engineer for the city. 
Part of the effort involved purchasing 
and demolishing 450 homes that 
were in the flood plain. The city 
purchased and tore down 15 homes 
on Jefferson Street, a roadway close 
to the creek. The largest effort is the 
Waller Creek flood control tunnel, a 
$150 million project that will remove 
the 100-year flood plain from 12th 
Street to Lady Bird Lake. A 100-year 
flood plain is a national standard 
that means an area has a 1 percent 
annual chance of a flood occurring.

Protecting against floods

• Expert building permit 
consultation and 
expediting

Austin  •  San Antonio •  Dallas

• Zoning changes
• Variance requests
• Subdivision cases

• Site feasibility studies
• Building Plan Review
• Construction Budget Analysis
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ZIP code Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Price Sq. Ft. Agent Phone Agency

78701 Division E 1700 West 4br/2ba $799,990 3556 Perry Henderson 791-7462 Prudential Texas Realty

78701 Five Fifty 05 Condo 555 Fifth St. 3br/4ba $790,600 2362 Cindy Greenwood 784-4160 Moreland Properties

78703 Brykerwoods 3202 Glenview Ave. 4br/3ba $699,000 2376 Kristi Larkam 914-8950 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78703 Enfield 1101 Enfield Road 3br/2ba $487,000 1800 Karen Webb 413-3324 Keller Williams Realty

78703 Maas addition 1826 10th St. 2br/1ba $350,000 972 Russell Martinez 691-9383 e-Executive Realty

78703 Perlitz 2500 35th St 3br/3ba $995,000 3185 Lilla Ezell 327-4800 Amelia Bullock, Realtors

78703 Spring Condo 300 Bowie St. 1br/1ba $365,000 698 Paige Howell 350-8143 Austin City Living

78703 Spring Condo 300 Bowie St. 1br/1ba $212,000 565 Diana Zuniga 472-8118 Investors Alliance, Inc.

78704 1911 Lightsey Condo 1911 Lightsey Road 2br/1ba $209,000 1088 Gregory Cooper 565-0499 Goldwasser Real Estate

78704 Akoya Condo 2200 Dickson Drive 1br/1ba $154,000 640 Sarah Lazarus 740-6888 Austin City Living

78704 Spaces 2525 Condo 2525 Lamar Blvd. 2br/1ba $239,000 942 Ashley Doyle 657-3343 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78704 Spaces 2525 Condo 2525 Lamar Blvd. 2br/2ba $234,000 1190 Jessica Licona 637-8434 Keller Williams Realty

78704 Zilker Hill Condo 2607 Trailside Drive 3br/3ba $450,000 2140 Dave Murray 751-6060 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78731 Courtyard Road 5304 Scout Island 5br/3ba $595,975 3372 Stephen Sunshine 828-7074 Keller Williams Realty

78731 Northwest Hills Mesa Oaks 7800 Shadyrock Drive 4br/3ba $599,000 2805 Carol Dochen 345-2227 Carol Dochen Realtors, Inc.

78731 Highland Hills 6106 Highland Hills 3br/2ba $459,000 2264 Eric Moreland 924-8442 Moreland Properties

78731 Highland Park 5501 Caprice Drive 4br/3ba $759,000 2926 Dave Bair 423-0456 Prudential Texas Realty

78731 Highland Hills 6100 Shadow Mountain 4br/3ba $394,500 1974 Tim Gigliotti 826-3691 Austin City Living

78751 Shadow Lawn 3906 Avenue H 3br/3ba $465,000 2052 Diane Kennedy 750-2950 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78751 Hyde Park Annex 4611 Avenue G 2br/1ba $219,000 888 Rita Keenan 431-6171 Moreland Properties

78756 Rosedale 4107 Rosedale Ave. 2br/1ba $310,000 1138 Greg Fedro 345-9886 Recar & Associates

78757 Allandale Terrace 3109 Carlisle Drive 4br/2ba $375,000 1988 Christy Levy 470-3188 Levy Properties, LLC

REAL ESTATE

Market Data Central Austin

Price Range

Number of homes for sale/Average days on market

78701 78703 78704 78731 78751 78756 78757

Less than $149,000 4/211 1/15 24/66 21/95 13/179 7/79 25/130

$150,000–$199,900 7/57 9/103 29/120 15/98 9/86 7/81 14/88

$200,000–$299,900 21/85 15/120 72/81 21/93 18/92 8/45 36/115

$300,000–$399,900 29/77 16/141 49/82 37/79 27/107 18/41 23/52

$400,000–$499,900 7/76 35/86 39/86 38/80 11/78 8/70 4/53

$500,000–$599,900 1/68 19/130 23/187 24/70 6/141 6/78 1/59

$600,000–$799,900 8/118 31/112 22/97 22/49 5/141 8/118 -

$800,000–$999,900 4/209 18/81 5/48 3/128 - - -

$1 million + 15/134 45/80 4/19 27/157 1/23 - -

Month

Number of homes sold/Median price

78701 78703 78704 78731

April 2010 15/$264,800 23/$433,000 49/$299,045 41/$415,000

April 2011 18/$312,500 35/$435,000 41/$325,000 34/$469,385

Month 78751 78756 78757

April 2010 9/$261,900 15/$275,000 51/217,750

April 2011 10/$264,750 15/$225,000 39/$255,000

On the market*  (As of May 1, 2011) Monthly home sales*

*Market Data includes condominiums, townhomes and houses.

Market Data provided by 
the Austin Board of Realtors

Property Listings
ZIP code guide
78701 Downtown
78703 West Austin
78704 South/Central
78731 Northwest/Central
78751 Hyde Park
78756 Brentwood
78757 Burnet Road/Anderson Lane

4611 Avenue G $219,000

5304 Scout Island $595,975

For more residential real estate listings, visit more.impactnews.com/12803

Residential real estate listings added to the market between 04/29/11 and 05/05/11 were included and provided by the Austin Board of Realtors, www.abor.com. Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of 
this listing, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.


