
Sarah and Ernest Butler | 21 
The couple talk of their love of music 

and how through the arts, “you can be 
at home anywhere in the world.”  
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Burnet Road farmers 
market reopens with 
new management
By Amy Deis 

Until it closed in 2007, the Travis 
County Farmers Market had long served 
as the meeting grounds for neighbors to 
gather, connect and purchase produce 
from local farmers.

Market Director Jean “J” Kruse is 
attempting to bring back that sort of 
community hub to the Crestview neigh-
borhood. She reopened the market on 
April 7 under a new name, 6701 Bur-
net Road Farmers Market. Opening day 
drew in a few hundred people, she said. 

“There was so much enthusiasm and a 
lot of hope that it had come back,” she said.

Kruse—who has ties to the Crestview 
neighborhood through her foster grand-
father, the Rev. Carl Israel of Crestview 
Methodist Church—said she received 
positive feedback from customers.

The ‘people’s market’
After the Travis County Farmers Mar-

ket closed, it sat empty until August 
2010 when two men attempted to run a 
farmers market under the Travis County 
Farmers Market name without permis-
sion. Paz Dhody, the property owner, 
decided not to renew their lease after 
just one month.

Kruse came on board after consulting 
on several projects with Dhody and is 
now spearheading the effort to bring the 

See Rentals | 11

City of Austin begins work on 
short-term rental regulations
Planning Commission to address safety, tax revenue concerns
By Andrea Leptinsky

A committee of the City of Austin Plan-
ning Commission heard a round of sug-
gestions April 19 as part of a city-initiated 
review of potential code changes that target 
short-term rental properties. 

The city’s senior planner, Robert Heil, 
outlined a three-layer approach designed 
to help reduce issues that have surfaced 
regarding short-term rentals, including 
safety concerns, tax revenue and unin-
volved property owners.  

Heil recommended creating education 
materials to keep homeowners informed 
of their responsibilities as a renter, includ-
ing paying the state hotel occupancy tax. 
He also suggested instituting a registration 
requirement that would keep track of all 
short-term rental properties. 

“By having a registry of owners, this gives 
the Austin Police Department or code com-
pliance staff quicker access to the property 
owner or the manager should they receive 
complaints against the property,” Heil said. 

Lastly, Heil recommended establishing 
health and safety inspections of residences 
that intend to be rented out more than five 
times per calendar year. 

The codes and ordinances committee will 
next submit its approved recommendations 
to the Planning Commission.

Addressing concerns
Heil’s study first began last summer after 

the Planning Commission directed the 
Planning and Development Review Depart-
ment to investigate short-term rentals.

See Energy | 12

Legislators target Austin 
Energy’s grasp on the city
Company faced with deregulation, rate increase
By Bobby Longoria

Austin Energy’s service area 
may soon be open to compet-
ing utilities given the passage 
of Senate Bill 940, but oppo-
nents say electric rates would 
only increase, even under an 
open market.

The bill comes about a year 
before a proposed 10 percent 
to 12 percent rate increase 
by Austin Energy, which is 
expected by early 2012.

Sen. Craig Estes, R-Wichita 
Falls, authored the bill that 
requires any electric utility 
that has 3 million square feet 

of state-owned office space 
within its service area to initi-
ate customer choice.

“Electric deregulation and 
competition has been a very 
good thing for our state,” 
Estes said. “It has personally 
saved me a bunch of money in 
Wichita Falls.”

Estes said although Austin 
Energy has provided the state 
with a good rate, he wants 
this to continue. He said his 
primary concern when draft-
ing the bill was for the state 
and state employees.
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Director Jean Kruse oversees the 6701 Burnet 
Road Farmers Market, which opened April 7.

Short-term rental property owners 
are required to charge a 15 percent 
hotel occupancy tax per stay. Tax revenue 
is divided between the state and the city.

Potential hotel tax revenue

Residential 
electricity bill 
price trends
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Compared to Houston and San Marcos, Austin Energy 
customers pay middle-of-the-road utility rates, which soon 
may change after deregulation and/or a rate increase.

Source: Public Utility Commission of Texas
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 Election guide | 16
Three Austin City Council seats are 
up for grabs—learn more about  
the candidates challenging 
incumbents Chris Riley, Randi Shade 
and Laura Morrison

impactnews.com 

F1 unveils name of new track
Formula One dubbed Austin’s race track 
Circuit of the Americas and announced a 
10-year contract with MotoGP on April 12.
more.impactnews.com/12381

 Uchiko | 20
One of North Lamar Boulevard’s newest 
eateries offers innovative Japanese fare

Andy Carvin | 15 
The NPR social media expert talks Twitter 
and how it has changed communication

Source: City of Austin, HomeAway.com

2 bed/1.5 bath
4—6 people

$1,000/weekTarrytown condo

$150 $60 $90
Hotel tax: 6%  State 9%  City



2 | NEWS | Community Impact Newspaper • Central Austin Edition

U.S. News & World Report Ranks 
Seton Hospitals as Top Two in the Region.

When it came time for U.S. News & World Report to rate Austin’s best hospitals, 

it put Seton at the top of the list. Seton’s Medical Center Austin and University 

Medical Center Brackenridge ranked 1st and 2nd in the magazine’s 2010-2011 

survey, based upon actual patient outcomes, physician referrals and specialties. 

For more information and specialty rankings, please visit seton.net.

seton.net

The Seton Family of Hospitals is the leading provider of comprehensive, advanced health care services in Central Texas. As a growing center for 
medical research and education, Seton is increasing access to care and, in turn, securing its mission to improve the health of all Central Texans.

We Couldn’t Have Said It Any Better.

Seton Medical Center 
Austin

University Medical Center 
Brackenridge

usnews_ci_central.indd   1 4/12/11   11:46 AM
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Connect Online

Find online-exclusive content at  
impactnews.com/central-austin

Subscribe to our e-newsletter at  
impactnews.com/signup

Follow us on Twitter @impactnews_cta

Find us on Facebook at  
impactnews.com/facebook-cta

General Manager’s Note  

Reader Feedback

©2011 JGMedia, Inc., All Rights Reserved. No reproduction of any 
portion of this issue is allowed without written permission from the publisher.

Waller Creek Master Plan earns 
funding from the City of Austin
more.impactnews.com/11937

“So let me get this straight: The City of Austin believes it’s a 
good idea to close down schools and fire teachers in favor 
of building a fountain for the tourists to play in. Wow. I mean, 
really?? Really??” 

—Anonymous

SXSWi panel delves into incentives, 
allure of Austin’s workforce
more.impactnews.com/11998

“Once again, Tony Schum’s insight is spot on! His grasp of 
the total Austin business opportunity remains unequalled.”

—Anonymous

Travis Baker
tbaker@impactnews.com
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Now that South by 
Southwest is over and done 
with, have you tallied up 
the amount you made off of 
festivalgoers? No, I am not 
talking to business own-

ers, but rather to homeowners who were 
fortunate enough to rent out their houses 
to various factions of the media, traveling 
bands and all the visitors who landed in 
Austin during the March madness.

It is no secret that large events put a 
strain on the local hotel room occupancy 
numbers, and when there is nowhere to 
stay, this creates an enormous opportunity 
for homeowners with additional houses, 
or simply those who vacate their own 
home in hopes of earning extra income. 
I personally heard stories of households 
fetching anywhere from hundreds to 
thousands of dollars. Oh, how I wish I 
owned somewhere near downtown. It 

has become quite common to rent your 
place out and move in with a friend until 
the dust settles. With the rise of vacation 
rental companies, it is easy to browse all 
the available inventory. Ideally your place 
will be intact when you return, but the 
revenue may be worth the risk.

On the flip side, the trend has caught the 
attention of the City of Austin, which wants 
to ensure the appropriate taxes are being 
paid, as well as nearby neighbors of these 
rental units who have filed complaints 
about these temporary tenants. 

Be sure to check out Andrea Leptinsky’s 
front-page story this month on the effect 
short-term rentals has on the city, local 
taxes and neighbors.
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Local jobs
Post your resumé and search for local  
jobs at impactnews.jobing.com.

February employment trends

Central Texas unemployment—6.9%
Down from 7.3% in January

State unemployment—8.2%
Down from 8.5% in January

National unemployment—8.9%*
Down from 9.0%* in January

In the Austin area, government added 2,400 jobs. 
Education and health services added 1,200 jobs, leisure 
and hospitality added 900 jobs, and professional and 
business services added 600 jobs. 
Sources: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Texas Workforce Commission
*Seasonally adjusted numbers

We at Community Impact Newspaper recognize the need to 
help out with disaster relief in Japan. We would encourage 
our readers to help, also. It is times like this when we realize 
that the world has become a global community, and we can 
all help our neighbors in need. Your gift to the American 
Red Cross will support disaster relief efforts to help those 
affected by the earthquake in Japan and tsunami throughout 
the Pacific.

Donate at redcross.org
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ADVERTISEMENT

ADVERTISEMENT

Show your love with a HeartSaver CT. Just $199.

512-407-SAVE 
HeartHospitalofAustin.com

This Mother’s Day, give your mom something that could save her life – a  
HeartSaver CT scan from Heart Hospital of Austin. And do the same for yourself. 
This fast, painless procedure can quickly determine your risk for heart disease  
in its earliest and most treatable stages. In heart disease, early detection is critical.  
And you can trust our expertise with hearts, because for six years in a row, 
HealthGrades® has ranked us as the number one heart program in Texas.

This 
Mother’s Day, 
find a new way 
to tell Mom you 
love her.
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Crystals • Minerals • Fossils • Jewelery • Unique Gifts

ntrocks.com

North Austin, 2307 Kramer Lane 
512.833.7760

Georgetown, 4300 South IH-35
512.864.7319

Nature’s Treasures
of Texas

2 STAMP TUESDAYS IN MAY
Our Stamp program awards you a stamp per visit with

20% off ALL your purchases with your 5th stamp.

IN MAY RECEIVE 2 STAMPS 
PER VISIT ON TUESDAYS!

Central Austin, 4103 N. IH-35 
512.472.5015 • Open 7 days

“We Rock”“We Rock”

OTHER LOCATIONS:
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News or questions about Central Austin? 
E-mail ctanews@impactnews.com.

As part of its multimarket rollout, Whole Foods 
Market opened Bar Lamar in March.

4

Lush Cosmetics opened on West Sixth Street in 
April, selling handmade bath and body goods.

7

James Corwell joined the team at newly estab-
lished Haddingtons in March as executive chef.

11

00
Uchi and Uchiko co-owner Tyson Cole has received 
his fourth nomination for a James Beard award.
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Before opening Personal Wine on Third Street, owner 
Alex Andrawes began with www.wines.com in 2000.

6

Compiled by Andrea Leptinsky

Downtown Austin 

Now Open

1  El Diablo Tacos opened at the end 
of March at 615 Red River St. in the 
backyard of Barbarella and Swan Dive. 
The food trailer serves tortas, tamales, 
authentic tacos and quesadillas. The taco 
stand is open from 8 p.m. to 2 a.m. every 
day. www.eldiablotacos.com, Twitter:  
@eldiablotacostx

2  The owners of Nashville’s The Stage 
on Broadway brought country rock 
music to Austin by opening The Stage 
on Sixth, 508 E. Sixth St., in March. The 
club is a 4,500-square-foot music venue 
that held a grand-opening celebration 
March 24 featuring musician Lewis 
Copeland. www.thestageonsixth.com, 
Twitter: @thestageaustin

3  Food truck Henry’s ATX opened in 
March in the St. David’s church parking lot 
between Seventh and Eighth streets. The 
trailer serves waffle dogs, barbecue sliders 
and flatbread pizza. It is open from 8 p.m. 
to 3 a.m. Wednesday through Saturday. 
Twitter: @henrysatx

4  Whole Foods Market, 525 N. Lamar 
Blvd., opened Bar Lamar in March to 
provide local beer and wine to patrons. The 
bar features about 20 seats and offers beer 
and wine by the glass with prices ranging 
from $4 to $10. Bar Lamar is one of more 
than a dozen in-store bars opened by 
Whole Foods in select stores throughout 
the country. www.wholefoodsmarket.com

5  Nekoa Moss opened Luaus, 1111 E. 
Sixth St., in March to provide Hawaiian-
style lunch options to diners. Moss’ menu 
includes the Big Kahuna Burger ($5–
$5.50), a grilled pineapple hamburger patty 
topped with fries, bananas, smoked pulled 
pork and “luau sauce,” served on a hoagie 
bun. 426-9274

6  Owner Alex Andrawes opened 
Personal Wine, 306 E. Third St., Ste. 
A, as a storefront for his wine website. 
Andrawes hand picks wine from around 
the world for his store and offers a custom 
label design service for customers. The 
shop also hosts wine tastings and private 
events. www.personalwine.com, Twitter:  
@personalwine

7  Lush Cosmetics, a British bath 
and body products retailer, opened its  
storefront at 1012 W. Sixth St. at the end of 
March. www.lushusa.com, Twitter:  
@lushcosmetics

Coming Soon

 8  Mai Thai is scheduled to open 
in June at 207 San Jacinto Blvd. The 
restaurant, headed by General Manager 
Ott Chantangsu, will serve Thai-inspired 
dishes. 482-8244, www.maithaiaustin.com, 
Twitter: @MaiThaiAustin

 9  Hugo’s Latin Restaurant and Tequlia 
Bar will soon open a new eatery at Cole, a 
mixed-use complex located at 300 S. Lamar 
Blvd. The restaurant has leased 3,000 
square feet of retail space at the complex.

Anniversaries

10  Edward Jones, 1211 W. Sixth St., 
Ste. 200, recently celebrated its 10th 
anniversary of serving clients in Austin. 
The branch, which offers financial 
advising services, is headed by Clint Potts. 
480-8003, www.edwardjones.com

In the News

11  Haddingtons, 601 W. Sixth St., 
announced in March the addition of 
Executive Chef James Corwell to its staff. 
Corwell will work alongside head chef 
Zack Northcutt to enhance the restaurant’s 
menu of American tavern fare. 992-0204, 
www.thehaddington.com, Twitter:  
@Haddingtons

12  Downtown Austin–based Riverside 
Resources recently began taking steps to 
purchase the building formerly occupied 
by The Whitley Printing Company at the 
intersection of Third and Brazos streets. 
Riverside Resources, a development and 
investment company, has yet to announce 
its intention for the site.

13  T. Stacy & Associates announced 
March 31 it will reconfigure street-level 
space at 823 Congress Ave. with the 
intention of bringing in a major retailer. 
The Austin Museum of Art will occupy 
the 17,000-square-foot space until Oct. 31 
when the museum’s lease expires. 

Councilwoman Laura Morrison 
nominated Hyde Park resident Tina Bui 
to serve on the City of Austin Planning 
Commission in March. Kathie Tovo, 
a candidate for Place 3 on Austin City 
Council, previously held the seat. Bui has 
worked in public policy and has served 
as a policy aide to the City Council. 
She has also worked as the government 
relations manager at Capital Metro. 

Chef Tyson Cole, co-owner of Uchi 
and Uchiko, has been nominated for a 
2011 James Beard Foundation Award. 
The awards program honors exemplary 
work by chefs, food and beverage 
professionals, media, architects and 
designers in the culinary industry. Cole 
has been nominated for best chef in 
the southwest region. This is his fourth 
nomination for a Beard award.  
www.jamesbeard.org 

City Manager Marc Ott officially 
named Karen Kennard as city attorney. 
Kennard has been serving as acting 
city attorney since May 2010. Kennard 
first joined the City of Austin staff in 
October 2004 as its first assistant city 
attorney. She will now head the city’s law 
department composed of 97 attorneys 
and support personnel. 
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Now Open

14  Torchy’s Tacos opened its seventh 
Austin-area location in early April at 3005 
S. Lamar Blvd. The taco chain’s full menu 
and online clothing store is housed at its 
website, www.torchystacos.com. 

15 The Yellow Jacket Social Club opened 
in February at 1704 E. Fifth St. in the 
former location of Cafe Mundi. The 
restaurant, which is open from 11 a.m. to 
2 a.m. every day, features a bar, outdoor 
seating and a menu that includes dishes 
such as marinated pork loin satay ($6), 
salads and deli foods. 480-9572,  
www.yellowjacketsocialclub.com

16 Brad Meltzer, owner of Japanese 
steakhouse Benihana in Austin, opened 
Meltzer Restaurant, Pub and Deli in 
March at 7522 N. I-35. The restaurant 
offers a full bar and a menu with dishes 
including surf and turf, prime rib, seafood 
pizza and traditional pub fare. 420-2333, 
www.meltzerrestaurantandpub.net,  
Twitter: @meltzerpub

17  Frost Bank’s Tarrytown Financial 
Center, 2425 Exposition Blvd., celebrated 
its grand opening celebration March 24. 
www.frostbank.com

18 Owners Sutton and Bella Van Gunten 
opened Gonzo Juice and Salads, 1104 E. 
Sixth St., in February. The trailer serves 
freshly made juices, such as the Barn 
Raiser, which is made from jalapeño, 
garlic, ginger, beet, spinach and apple 
juices. 782-0392, www.gonzojuice.com, 
Twitter: @GonzoJuiceTweet

19 Mercedes Flowers opened March 15 
in at 1902 S. First St. Owner Mercedes 
Garza is carrying on her family business 
that began more than 30 years ago in 
Chihuahua, Mexico. 291-3536,  
www.mercedesflowers.com

20 Thinking Caps Tutoring recently 
opened at 4600 W. Guadalupe St.,  

Ste. B123. The company offers  
homework coaching, subject support  
and standardized test preparation. Staff 
also work with students of all ages and 
those with learning disabilities.  
www.thinkingcapstutoring.com

21 Retro apparel boutique Splendor 
opened recently at 100 W. North Loop 
Blvd., Ste. H. The shop sells vintage 
clothing that is dry-cleaned before it 
reaches the floor. It also offers styling and 
hair extension services. 419-7888, 
www.splendoraustin.com

22 Sao and Gabe Rothschild opened 
Love Balls in early March at the East 
Side Drive-In, 1001 E. Sixth St. The food 
trailer sells takoyaki, a fried pancake 
ball filled with octopus, pickled ginger, 
green onions and topped with takoyaki 
sauce, kewpie mayo, aonori and bonito 
flakes. 574-7525, www.loveballsbus.com, 
Twitter: @LoveBallsBus

23 Monkey Nest Coffee, 5353 Burnet 
Road, opened Feb. 21 to serve breakfast, 
lunch, coffee and tea to local diners. The 
shop, which also offers Wi-Fi access, 
provides a large meeting room that can  
be reserved in advance. 505-8033,  
www.monkeynestcoffee.com

Coming Soon

24 Austin Pets Alive will open a 
new adoption and retail location at 
3108 Windsor Road in the Tarrytown 
Shopping Center. The location will save 
an estimated 200 cats per year. A grand 
opening celebration for the center is 
tentatively scheduled for May 1.  
www.austinpetsalive.org

25 The El Chile, El Chilito and Red House 
Pizzeria restaurant group will soon open 
its next venture, FlatTop Burger Shop, 
later this year at 1900 Manor Road. The 
restaurant will offer outdoor seating with a 
casual atmosphere. Twitter: @flattopburger

Houston-based CyrusOne, an enterprise 
data center colocation provider, signed a 
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Loop 
Blvd.

HISTORIC DOWNTOWN SAN MARCOS 
CORNER AVAILABLE

Walking-distance to Texas State Campus, Downtown Square & River 
High ceilings | Open fl oor plan | Ideal for restaurant, venue, grocer, retailer, etc.

Starting at $7 PSF/YR + Nets | Landlord-funded improvements for qualifi ed tenants

512.392.3322 | carsonproperties.net

Photo from 1982 National Register Submission

Property is owned by Carson Properties or its affiliates, the members of which are licensed Real Estate Brokers in the State of Texas.
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Mercedes Garza opened Mercedes Flowers on March 15 at 1902 S. First St. The shop offers delivery and 
wedding floral services, as well as options for local corporate service accounts.

News or questions about Central Austin? 
E-mail ctanews@impactnews.com.

Patty Creamer hosts ClayWays’ adult wheel class. 
The shop celebrated its 15th anniversary in April.

29

Splendor, which opened in March at 100 W. North 
Loop Blvd., sells vintage apparel and accessories.

21

19

Compiled by Andrea Leptinsky

deal March 23 to build a 72,000-square-
foot data facility at the MetCenter 
Business Park, located at the southwestern 
intersection of Hwy. 71 and US 183. 
Construction began on the facility in 
March. www.cyrusone.com 

Bar Louie, a bar and restaurant concept 
that first launched in Chicago in 1991, 
announced at the end of March it will 
add 20 new locations nationwide by 
the end of the year and will target 
Austin as a new market. The restaurant 
specializes in oversized sandwiches and 
specialty cocktails. It recently relocated 
its headquarters from Glenview, Ill., to 
Addison, Texas. www.barlouie.com

Relocations

26 King Florist will relocate from  
6009 Burnet Road to its new location 
at 1806 W. Koenig Lane in July. The 
flower shop, headed by Austin-based 
Liam Ventures, offers flower delivery 
throughout the Greater Austin area.  
453-6633, www.kingflorist.com

27  Urban Betty, a full-service hair salon, 
celebrated the grand reopening of its 
salon at 1206 W. 38th St., Ste. 1107, on 
April 2. The salon relocated to a larger 
space within the 26 Doors Shopping 
Center. 371-7663, www.urbanbetty.com, 
Twitter: @UrbanBettySalon

28 Accents & Elements, a merchant of 
locally produced art, jewelry and crafts, 
recently relocated to 5925 Burnet Road. 
The shop was formerly located at the 
Community Renaissance Market. Owner 
Elliot Goldfin has been an Austin retailer 
since 1985. 374-1152

Anniversaries

29 ClayWays Pottery Studio & Gallery, 
5442 Burnet Road, will celebrate its 15th 
anniversary April 30. The gallery will 
host an event that day for customers to 
meet resident potters and watch them 
demonstrate their craft. ClayWays, 
headed by owner Kit Adams, showcases 

handcrafted pottery from more than 60 
local potters. 459-6445, www.clayways.com

30 Whip-In, 1950 S. I-35, will celebrate 
its 25th anniversary this spring. General 
Manager Dipak Topiwala will hold a free, 
family-friendly anniversary celebration at 
the Continental Club at 2 p.m. on May 7. 
442-5337, www.whipin.com 

Closed

31  Not Your Mama’s Food Truck closed 
in late March. The food trailer was located 
at 2209 E. Cesar Chavez St.

In the News

32 Barley Swine added Pastry Chef Kyle 
McKinney to its staff in March. McKinney 
has previously worked at the Four Seasons, 
Mansion at Judges Hill and the Hilton in 
Austin. The restaurant is located at 2024 
S. Lamar Blvd. www.barleyswine.com, 
Twitter: @BarleySwine

33 Chez Zee, 5406 Balcones Drive, 
announced March 23 it will extend its 
happy hour to 3–7 p.m. Saturday and 
Sunday. The happy hour menu includes 
new appetizers from Executive Chef Ben 
Nathan as well as new cocktails. 
 www.chez-zee.com, Twitter:  
@Chez_Zee_Austin

34 Mediterranean cafe Tom’s Tabooley 
has expanded its offerings to serve beer 
to patrons. The cafe and market, located 
at 2928 Guadalupe St., sells specialty 
foods, drinks and candies.  
479-7377, www.tomstabooley.com

The Texas Historical Commission has 
recognized Clayton&Little Architects 
with its Award of Excellence in 
Historic Architecture. Clayton&Little 
recently restored the Byrne-Reed 
House, located at 1410 Rio Grande St. 
THC honors exemplary work that has 
made a significant contribution to the 
preservation of Texas’ architectural 
heritage. www.thc.state.tx.us

Samsung Austin Semiconductor 
announced in March it will hire 300 
engineers and technicians by this summer 
as part of a $3.6 billion expansion of its 
plant. The Northeast Austin plant will 
hire experienced and entry-level process 
and equipment engineers and technicians. 
www.samsung.com

The 17th annual Rosedale Ride, held 
March 26, included approximately 1,370 
riders who raised $70,000 for the Rosedale 
School, AISD’s only school for children 
with multiple disabilities. The Rosedale 
Ride is an annual charity bicycle ride that 
also includes a children’s fun ride of  
2 miles. www.rosedaleride.org

Men’s Health Magazine ranked Austin 
eighth in its list of top 100 social 
networking cities. Cities were ranked based 
on the number Facebook and LinkedIn 
users per capita, Twitter use, social network 
traffic and by the percentage of homes that 
use blogs and chat rooms. Washington, 
D.C., ranked No. 1, while El Paso ranked 
No. 100. www.menshealth.com
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• Specializing in Dell, IBM/Lenovo, Toshiba, HP/Compaq
• Repair all major brands
• Screens/Drives/Motherboards/Spyware/Viruses

BUY ONE NOTEBOOK 
FOR $499+, 

GET ONE 50% OFF! 
(up to $175 discount)

Not valid with any other offers and good while 
supplies last. One coupon per person. 

Not valid on previous sales. 
While supplies last. Expires 5/27/11.

SALES • SERVICE • PARTS • UPGRADES

NOW 
OFFERING 

the latest 4G Wimax 
Internet Service!

Downtown Austin:  24th & Rio Grande  474-6060
 M-F 10-6 Sat 11-4

Cedar Park:  1890 Ranch Shopping Ctr  260-9393 
M-F 10-7 Sat 10-5 Sun 12-5 (next to Half Price Books)

www.mrnotebook.com

FREE DIAGNOSTICS/
EVALUATION ON ANY 

NOTEBOOK OR 
DESKTOP COMPUTER 

Not valid with any other offers. One coupon 
per person. Not valid on previous sales. 

Expires 5/27/11.

NOW WITH SIX AUSTIN LOCATIONS! 
MORE INFO AT MAUDIES.COM
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CALENDAR

Sponsored by

Find more or submit Central Austin events at  
www.impactnews.com/cta/calendar.

For a full list of Central Texas events visit  
www.impactnews.com/austin-metro/calendar.

To have Central Austin events included in the print edition, 
they must be submitted online by the second Friday  
of the month.

May 1 
By Yimou Lee

For young entrepreneurs, May 1 is a great day to begin one’s own business in Austin. More 
than 10,000 kids are expected to participate the third annual Lemonade Day Austin, a free 
event where kids get to make and keep the money they earn from a lemonade stand while 
learning first-hand about business and entrepreneurship. Kids of all ages learn to set goals, 
develop a business plan, establish a budget, seek investors, provide customer service and 
give back to the community. 

“Lemonade Day helps kids begin to think like entrepreneurs,” said Eugene Sepulveda, 
president of the Entrepreneur Foundation of Central Texas, sponsor of Lemonade Day Austin. 
With the idea that “all successful business persons started out with small businesses like 
mowing lawns, delivering newspapers or running a lemonade stand,” the event provides an 
opportunity for businesses and families to partner together to train the next generation of 
entrepreneurs. • Free • Stands throughout Austin neighborhoods • 289-9831  
http://austin.lemonadeday.org
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Lemonade Day Austin aims to teach children the important basics of starting and running a company, 
including budget planning, seeking investors and providing top-notch customer service.

Lemonade Day Austin

Online Calendar

April
22–23 Austin Latino New  
Play Festival
The Austin Latino New Play Festival is a 
groundbreaking theater event for Texas and 
the Southwest, bringing together playwrights 
and audience members in rich conversation 
about new workshop productions. The 
productions invite insight into the Latino 
aesthetic and experience and celebrate 
the power of the human experience. The 
workshop-style presentations are lively 
readings with props and movement on stage, 
riding the fence between staged reading and 
full-out production. • 8 p.m. • Limited free 
tickets, regular admission ($5–$20) • Emma S. 
Barrientos Mexican American Cultural Center, 
600 River St. • 474-6379 • www.teatrovivo.org

23 Funky Chicken Coop Tour
The third annual Austin Texas Funky Chicken 
Tour is for Austinites who are thinking about 
keeping backyard chickens, looking for 
coop design ideas or are simply seeking 
improvement ideas. The tour travels 
throughout Austin; visit website’s tour map  
for details. • 10 a.m.–4 p.m. • Free   
http://fccooptour.blogspot.com

30 Austin Dragon Boat Festival 
The 13th Austin Dragon Boat Festival includes 
dragon boat racing, dancing, music and 
martial arts performance, authentic festival 
foods and children’s activities. Bring a blanket, 
relax in the shade and celebrate the Dragon 
Boat Festival. • 10 a.m.–3 p.m. • Free 
Northeast corner of I-35 and Lady Bird Lake  
336-5069 • www.asianamericancc.com

30 Barton Springs Pool Treeathlon
The treeathlon consists of swimming across 
Barton Springs Pool, a quick bike ride around 
Zilker and a short run around the Polo Fields. 
The event is designed to support the pool 
as well as raise funds to restore the original 
bathhouse entrance. • 10 a.m. • Single entrant 
($30), whole family ($45) • Barton Springs 
Pool, Zilker Park • 338-9100   
www.friendsofbartonspringspool.org

Eeyore’s Birthday
The 48th annual birthday celebration of beloved 
“Winnie the Pooh” character Eeyore will include 
live music, a children’s area, maypoles, face 
painting, costume contests and food and drink 
vendors. • 11 a.m.–dark • Free • Pease Park, 
1100 Kingsbury St. • www.eeyores.com

May
1 Cap 2K
The Cap 2K is a 2,000-meter open water race 
and pledge swim that takes place in the waters 
of Lady Bird Lake. Organizers recommend 
participants be able to complete a mile within 
45 minutes before signing up. Proceeds from 
the race go toward to Swimability to help fund 
swim lessons for local at-risk children. • Race 
starts at 10:30 a.m. • $84 • Lady Bird Lake, 
from Red Blue Isle to the Texas Rowing Center 
327-2260 • www.cap2k.com

21–22 Renegade Craft Fair Austin
This free craft fair is a collection of hundreds 
of indie-craft and do-it-yourself artisans. The 
event tours the country, offering shoppers 
the opportunity to browse through displays 
of local and national talent. Items for sale 
include jewelry, clothing, paper goods, 
home and garden goods, and bath and body 
products. Food and drinks from local eateries 
will also be available. • 11 a.m.–7 p.m. • Free 
Palmer Events Center, 900 Barton Springs 
Road • www.renegadecraft.com/austin

Ongoing
April 14–May 8
‘This Spring of Love’
“This Spring of Love,” a new musical 
adaptation of “The Two Gentlemen of Verona,” 
is a comedy filled with songs and the tests 
and triumphs of love. Directed by Jeff Hinkle, 
and with a musical adaptation by Andy 
Berkovsky, the production includes a variety 
of music, such as rock ‘n’ roll, blues, jazz and 
country. • Thu.–Sat. 8 p.m., Sun. 5:30 p.m.  
$15–$20 • The City Theatre, 3823 Airport 
Blvd. • www.citytheatreaustin.org 

April 22, 29
Live from the Plaza 
The spring season of Austin’s Live from the 
Plaza music series presents performances 
that range from indie and folk rock to Latin 
funk, neo-soul and R&B. The free, family-
friendly concerts are also broadcast live  
on cable Channel 6. • Noon–1 p.m. • Free   
Austin City Hall Plaza, 301 W. Second St.  
www.austintexas.gov/music/calendar.htm  
April 22: Courtney Sanchez and Sway 
April 29: Electric Touch 

Worth the trip
7 Austin Family Music Festival
The fifth annual Austin Family Music Festival 
brings together music performances, art 
activities, crafts and more. It is a special day at 
historic Pioneer Farms featuring performances 
by the Emmy Award–winning Biscuit Brothers 
and a farm full of family-friendly musical acts.  
10 a.m.–3 p.m. • $12 • Pioneer Farms, 10621 
Pioneer Farms Drive • 963-3778  
www.austinfamilymusicfestival.com

7–8 Pecan Street Festival 
With more than 300 artists and original 
artisans, three stages of live music, a wide 
variety of ethnic and regional food, children’s 
workshops and more, the biannual Pecan 
Street Festival has been a family tradition for 
33 years. The show features artisans from all 
over the United States who display and sell 
homemade art and craftwork. Festivalgoers 
can find paintings, sculpture, woodwork, 
candles, jewelry, cowboy hats, games and 
other household items. • Sat. 11 a.m.–10 p.m. 
Sun. 11 a.m.–8 p.m. • Free • Sixth Street,  
from Brazos to I-35 • 485-3190   
www.oldpecanstreetfestival.com

7–8 Cinco de Mayo Austin
Commemorating Mexico’s victory from 
France in 1862, Fiestas Patrias of Austin 
invites the Austin community to the Cinco de 
Mayo fiesta. The two-day event will feature a 
variety of Tejano and Conjunto bands that will 
bring the sound of the accordion to life. Food 
vendors will sell traditional festival food fare 
of hamburgers, barbecue brisket and other 
delights. There will also be many food booths 
providing festive foods and different culinary 
delights from the Mexican and Mexican-
American cultures. • Free • Fiesta Gardens 
Park, I-35 and Lady Bird Lake  
www.cincodemayoaustin.com

21  Billy Gardell
The Long Center welcomes Billy Gardell, star of 
CBS’ comedy “Mike and Molly” and Comedy 
Central’s special “Billy Gardell: Halftime.” The 
Pittsburgh native will present his down-to-earth 
point of view through his array of comedic 
stories and jokes. • 8 p.m. • $29–$39 • The 
Long Center for the Performing Arts, 701 W. 
Riverside Drive • www.thelongcenter.org

April 29–May 11
Texas Community Music Festival
The sixth annual Texas Community Music 
Festival will feature performances by a variety 
of musical groups. Since its inception in 2006, 
nearly 30,000 music lovers have enjoyed 
the spectacular Austin spring weather and 
five lively music festivals, held at venues 
throughout “the live music capital of the 
world.” • See the schedule on website for 
show time • Free • Central Market North, 4001 
N. Lamar Blvd., or The Park at the Triangle, 
4700 N. Lamar Blvd. • www.tcmfestival.com

Every second Thursday 
I Art Congress 
Austinites can discover the broad variety of 
arts, entertainment, dining, shopping and 
night life of Congress Avenue through I Art 
Congress, a monthly series of themed, open 
house experiences at various Congress Avenue 
museums and galleries. • 6–9 p.m. • Free  
Congress Avenue • http://iartcongress.com



10 | NEWS | Community Impact Newspaper • Central Austin Edition

  Austin City Council
Austin City Hall, 301 W. Second St.
974-2497, www.ci.austin.tx.us/council

April 28, May 12 and 26, 10 a.m.
City Council meetings are aired live on 
cable Channel 6 and webcast live at 
www.ci.austin.tx.us/channel6.

  Travis County 
Commissioners Court
314 11th St., Austin 
854-9425, www.co.travis.tx.us/
commissioners_court 

Meetings are every Tuesday at 9 a.m.

CITY AND COUNTY

Officials, nonprofit launch new 
affordable housing complex

The Mary Lee Foundation, a nonprofit 
group specializing in residential treat-
ment and vocational services for persons 
with disabilities, celebrated its 48th 
anniversary at a city-sponsored ribbon-
cutting ceremony for The Willows, a new 
affordable housing complex at 1332 Lamar 
Square Drive.

The complex will have 32 apartments 
that will serve residents below 30 per-
cent of the median family income and 
28 apartments for people at 50 percent of 
the MFI or below. Voter-approved bonds 
from November 2006 helped fund the 
redevelopment, which replaced 20 exist-
ing 40-year-old apartments with 64 new 
apartments. 

Funding came from the Austin Hous-
ing Finance Corporation, Texas State 
Affordable Housing Corporation, the 
Federal Home Loan Bank of Dallas and 
private donors.

Property tax exemptions in flux
Budget Director Leroy Nellis recom-

mended the Travis County Commissioners 
Court approve an increase in property tax 
exemptions for residents who are disabled 
and those who are 65 and older. During his 
April 5 presentation, Nellis recommended 
the court raise the maximum homestead 
exemption for these residents from $65,000 
to $75,000, the first increase for the exemp-
tion since 1994. Nellis also recommended 
a limitation of  $75,000 per homestead for 
the county’s historic property tax exemp-
tion. The court may vote on these changes 
as early as May. If approved, they would go 
into effect for fiscal year 2012.

Austin Travis County

Meetings

Austin officials met April 8 to break ground at the 
site of the $144 million Waller Creek Tunnel Project.
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Before approving the eBay proposal on April 12, 
City Council held a public hearing to obtain input. 
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Waller Creek Tunnel Project 
holds groundbreaking event

The Waller Creek Tunnel Project 
officially broke ground April 8, paving 
the way for a master plan that seeks to 
revitalize the Waller Creek District.

The mile-long tunnel will remove  
28 acres of land from the 100-year flood 
plain and will connect from Waterloo 
Park to Lady Bird Lake Park. The project 
will prevent 42 buildings and 12 road-
ways from becoming flooded.

The tunnel is set to be complete by the 
end of 2014. The $144 million project is 
funded by a 1998 voter-approved bond, 

City offers $1.2 million incentive 
to eBay to expand in Austin

A $1.2 million proposal from the city to 
eBay will bring approximately 1,000 new 
jobs over a 10-year period to Austin, with 
an average salary of $122,576.

The city announced the economic 
development incentive proposal March 31, 
which was approved by City Council at its 
April 12 meeting.

“This is precisely the kind of company 
we would like to see expand in Austin,” 
said Mayor Lee Leffingwell. “This project 
includes great jobs for Central Texans.”

revenue from the downtown Hilton hotel 
and by the Waller Creek Tax Increment 
Finance District, established in 2007, 
which will last for 20 years.

EBay Inc. currently employs 250 people 
in Austin. The company is based in San 
Jose, Calif., and was founded in 1995.

Tredwell St.

Collier St.

Lamar 
Square Dr.

Alamo 
DrafthouseThe Willows

Saxon Pub

S. Lamar 
Blvd.
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“Specifically the question was, when a 
lease is short, and that short lease is fre-
quent, if someone is renting out a place for 
a very short period of time often, at what 
point does that drift into more of a commer-
cial use?” Heil said.

The City of Austin has put forth regula-
tions for bed-and-breakfast establishments, 
which include homes that are owner-occu-
pied and have individual rooms for rent. 
However, homes that are not owner-occu-
pied and are frequently rented for short 
periods of time—and are still zoned as sin-
gle-family residences—are the ones causing 
problems, Heil said. The city saw two issues 
that required action: appropriate taxation 
of the properties used as short-term rentals 
and these rentals’ compatibility with tradi-
tional Austin neighborhoods.

Tax revenue
If a residence is rented out frequently for 

periods of time shorter than 30 days, it then 
qualifies as a commercial business. In that 
instance, the property owner is required to 
charge taxes on the stay and pay the state 
hotel occupancy tax, which is 15 percent 
of the total charge. Nine percent of the  
15 percent goes to the state; the remaining 
6 percent goes to the city.

Recent studies by the city auditor revealed 
that $100,000 to $300,000 might be gained 
by collecting taxes from short-term rental 
properties that currently do not follow the 
hotel tax regulation. The amount covers 
properties that are both owner-occupied 
and those that are vacant.

“Even though it is your primary residence 
and it is not a hotel, if you lease out a room 
there for less than 30 days, you are subject to 
the state hotel occupancy tax,” Heil said. “In 
the same way that someone who made shirts 
and sold them at First Thursday on South 
Congress, they should be paying their state 
sales tax. Maybe they are and maybe they 
aren’t, but they should be. Just because it’s 
a small enterprise doesn’t exempt you from 
the required state taxes.”

Heil said he intends the city to use some 
of the additional hotel tax revenue gained to 
help pay for the health and safety inspections 

he recommended, should the city decide to 
cover those costs. The city may instead opt 
to charge an inspection fee as well.

While enforcement of the hotel tax would 
require additional work on the part of the 
city, Heil said the city is not out to grow rev-
enue; rather, its seeking to align its residen-
tial districts. 

“The issue that’s driving this is not the 
collection of whatever margin of hotel occu-
pancy tax,” he said. “What’s driving it is 
really the compatibility of the land uses in 
neighborhoods.”

Residents vs. tenants
An April 14 search on HomeAway’s 

website found more than 500 properties 
available for rent throughout the Greater 
Austin area, including properties along 
South Congress Avenue, in Hyde Park and 
in some of downtown’s high-rise condos. It 
is the properties located in long-standing 
single-family neighborhoods that have 
become the center of the short-term rental 
controversy, Heil said.

“Some of the complaints were about the 
sorts of behaviors all neighbors sometimes 
have, such as lawns not mowed, extra trash 
piled up by the trash can or noise on a Sat-
urday night,” he said. “If there’s a rapid turn-
over of tenants, that can be more difficult to 
resolve than if you have the same folks living 
there. And then some residents fundamen-
tally believe that short-term rentals should 
not be permitted in residential neighbor-
hoods period, no matter what.”

A group of residents from Allandale have 
come together to show their opposition to 
properties that are not owner-occupied and 
are used as short-term rentals, citing safety 
issues that fall on surrounding neighbors. 
They began working with the city last year 
to raise awareness of their issues with short-
term rentals.

“When we have short-term renters in our 
neighborhood, we have no idea who they 
are, where they come from or why they are 
here,” said Maurice Anderson, an Allandale 
resident. “There is no way that the safety 
measures our neighborhood has already set 
up to keep our neighborhoods safe can con-
tinue to operate effectively.”

Allandale Neighborhood Association 
President Cynthia Keohane, a neighbor of 

Anderson, said having a continual stream of 
new renters coming in and out of the area 
makes it hard for the neighborhood to oper-
ate as a community, where one neighbor 
watches out for another. 

“We are used to that kind of support and 
looking out for each other,” Keohane said. 
“When we have no way of knowing when 
there is a rental going on, we have no way 
of differentiating who’s here for a couple of 
nights on a short-term rental, or who’s here 
to burgle the place.”

Together, ANA members came together 
to write a position paper they submitted to 
the city. In their eyes, by allowing these rent-
als, the city is violating residential zoning.

“We want the City of Austin land use 
policy to be followed so that our family-
oriented neighborhood is not damaged 
by incompatible commercial uses,” the 

Rentals
Continued from | 1

Comment at more.impactnews.com/12267

document stated. “We want the City of Aus-
tin to recognize the plain English meaning 
of the existing code that explicitly states that 
STRs satisfy the definition for hotel/motel 
use and are covered by existing [city] codes 
forbidding hotel/motel use in [single-fam-
ily] and [multi-family] zones.”

Finding a solution
The Planning Commission and City 

Council must each hold public hearings and 
a vote before passing new codes into law. 
While the dates of these actions have yet to 
be scheduled, entities that host public hear-
ings are required to provide notification to 
the community of their intended hearing 
times. Visit ci.austin.tx.us for commission 
and council meeting information.

Groups seek to repeal 
city’s legalization of  
short-term rentals
Two separate Central Austin 
groups have submitted an 
appeal with the city’s Board 
of Adjustment to overturn 
Planning Director Greg 
Geurnsey’s March 12 
decision that legalized 
short-term leases of 
single-family homes.

The Board of Adjustment will 
hear these appeals April 27, 
Senior Planner Robert Heil said. 

“Greg Guernsey made the 
use determination that the 
rental of a residential property 
for a short period of time is a 
legal use and does not make 
that residential property into 
a motel/hotel use,” he said. 
“There are two different 
appeals on one house, in 
particular.”

The Board of Adjustment is 
an entity, established by state 
law, that devises remedies 
for unique characteristics of 
properties, Heil said. 

Contact the  
Planning Commission
www.ci.austin.tx.us/cityclerk/
bc_info_center.htm

July 27, 2010: The Planning 
Commission votes to initiate the 
code amendment process to alter the 
Land Development Code regarding 
requirements for short-term rentals of 
residential units. 

The process of changing city code to include short-term 
rentals could take more than a year, city officials say. A 
decision, however, may come as early as summer.

April 19, 2011: The code and ordinances 
subcommittee presents its recommendations 
to the Planning Commission. 

City Council will hold a public hearing 
to obtain its own round of public input 
regarding short-term rentals.

City Council will vote on new code, 
new policy or new regulations. This 
may happen as early as this summer, 
Senior Planner Robert Heil said.

The Planning 
Commission will 
hold a public 
hearing to gather 
resident input on 
short-term rentals.

The Planning 
Commission will 
vote on its set of 
recommendations 
that will move 
forward to City 
Council. 

The issue at hand: A timeline

We’re Hiring!
Ranked as one of the top High-Tech recruiting fi rms, Luna Data Solutions Inc. is one of the fastest growing 
full spectrum staffi ng fi rms in Austin, Texas. We specialize in the placement of technical and executive 
management professionals nationwide.

Visit www.lunadatasolutions.com to review our open opportunities.

For Rent
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Making the right move
Budgets are tight, Estes said, and in order 

to guarantee fair electric rates and decent 
pay for the state employees of the Austin 
area, Austin Energy must enter the com-
petitive market.

In a March interview, local economist 
Angelos Angelou said by deregulating Aus-
tin Energy, rates would almost immediately 
increase.

“You basically erode the business model of 
our utility,” Angelou said. “With less revenue 
and the same number of expenditures, the 
cost of energy will go higher. A municipally 
owned utility will be looking at the longer 
term nature of the utility and flex it in the 
way the community wants it to be.”

In response to claims that Austin Ener-
gy’s rates would only increase in the com-
petitive market, Estes said he had a hard 
time coming to that conclusion.

“I think every entity that has a monopoly 
would like to stay a monopoly,” he said.

However, Austin Energy General Man-
ager Larry Weis and Mayor Lee Leffingwell 
said the situation is more like the state iso-
lating and, in some respects, provoking a 
municipally owned electric utility.

“I don’t think the bill is fair,” Leffingwell 
said. “There are about 70 some-odd pub-
lic utilities in the state of Texas. This bill 
applies to Austin Energy, nobody else. They 
should not single out Austin.”

Leffingwell said if Austin were to be 
deregulated, the legislation should also 
apply to the rest of the state. He said by the 
numbers he has looked at, the bill would 
only increase costs for Austin rate payers, 
as well as the state over the next biennium.

Weis said the difference between a pub-
licly owned utility and a deregulated utility 
is how fuel prices affect rates. If gas prices 
go up, a deregulated market sees instanta-
neous costs to consumers, whereas a pub-
licly owned utility, such as Austin Energy, 
spreads the cost over time.

Austin Energy met with Estes and several 
other legislators and offered a rate contract 
until 2015 that is available to large users, 
Weis said. That took some wind out of the 
sails of the legislation, but groups such as the 

Conservative Coalition of Texas have pin-
pointed San Antonio and Austin as targets 
for deregulation.

“It may be more of a free-market philos-
ophy and a political agenda than it is busi-
ness,” Weis said. “Deregulation is not going 
to be better than a consumer-owned utility 
model. In a snapshot of time today, maybe 
it is close because fuel prices are so low, but 
when you look at the long-term costs of 
energy it is not.”

Making it better
Before Austin Energy last changed its 

rate design in 1994, the company was in the 
middle of eight years of what lawyer Alan 
Holcomb describes as “rate wars.”

Holcomb represented Texas Instruments 
and Motorola, who, with AMD and IBM, 
appealed to the Public Utility Commission 
in 1985 because they found their rates to be 
far higher than the cost of service.

After several rate cases in 1986, 1987 and 
1988, the commission found that Austin 
Energy was charging about 25 cents on the 
dollar more than what was necessary to 
meet their revenue requirement.

In 1989 the group of industrial compa-
nies, known together as the Federation of 
Austin Industrial Ratepayers, helped lobby 
for the passage of a bill in the Legislature 
that would require Austin Energy’s rates to 
be subject to review for 10 years.

In what Holcomb described as a ‘dou-
ble cross,’ Austin Energy increased their 
rate requirements so they would not seek 

another rate change until 1994.
Now, Austin Energy said it intends to 

reset its rates in early 2012. Rates will 
increase by about 10 to 12 percent, Weis 
said. He said there are underlying condi-
tions that Austin Energy’s rates remain in 
the lower 50 percent of state rates and that 
rates cannot increase by more than 2 percent 
each subsequent year.

Weis said that from 1994 to 2009, utility 
bills have increased by about 27.9 percent 
due to an increase in fuel costs.

A redesign of rates has been long over-
due, Weis said, and by maintaining a cer-
tain standard with the rates, Austin Energy 
will be able to keep prices competitive as 
resources become more expensive.

Change for the future
Changing how Austin Energy generates 

electricity will be pivotal to ensuring low 
rates over the long term and as little envi-
ronmental impact as possible, Weis said.

City Council set a goal for Austin Energy 
that by 2020, the city will have 800 mega-
watts of energy-efficiency programs and that 
35 percent of electric generation will come 
from renewable energy sources. The city is 
expected to meet the goal of 200 megawatts 
of solar power generation and 1,000 mega-
watts of wind generation. Carbon emissions 
are set to be reduced by 20 percent of the 
2005 based carbon emissions.

“If we just look at costs as they stand 
today, there is real value on relying on natu-
ral gas and coal,” Austin City Councilman 

Chris Riley said. “But as we look over the 
long term, what we see is the costs associ-
ated with fossil fuels are likely to be increas-
ing. If we shift toward renewable energies, 
while we might have significant costs in the 
short term, the costs are declining.”

Although investments in renewable 
energy may be expensive in the short term, 
Angelou said it in no way affects the com-
petitive nature of utilities and that through 
technological advancements renewable 
energy will meet or exceed the affordability 
of fossil-fuel electric generation.

“Renewable energy is a choice we have to 
make as a community,” Angelou said. “We 
cannot look on the return on investment 
over a short period of time. We have to look 
at the payback over a 25-year timeframe. 
Efficiency needs to be a criteria by which 
we judge the performance of our utility.”

The City Council is the board of direc-
tors of Austin Energy, which is different 
from most other utilities nationwide that 
have a separate governing board typically 
appointed by the city council, such as in 
San Antonio. As the board, City Council 
has final authority over rate increases.

On April 27, Weis will go before the city 
to give Austin Energy’s annual report. In this 
presentation Weis will discuss the rate rede-
sign that will soon approach within a year.

“We have a very good opportunity to 
come out of this in such a fashion that it will 
really help us down the road,” Weis said.

Energy
Continued from | 1

Comment at more.impactnews.com/12266

Revenues 
and 
consumption Fiscal year 2008

Statistics from Austin Energy show energy consumption among different sectors and the total revenue generated from these clients. 
The numbers indicate usage across the several categories as well as their responsibility in Austin Energy’s total revenue.

Fiscal year 2009
Revenue Consumption (kWh) Cents/kWh

Residential $416,808,367 4,220,597,712 9.88

Commercial $408,807,777 4,534,984,580 9.01

Industrial $138,901,263 2,233,484,418 6.22

Street/highway $8,403,170 47,689,860 17.62

Other $86,069,135 1,147,483,264 7.50

Total $1,058,989,712 12,184,239,834 N/A

Revenue Consumption (kWh) Cents/kWh

$406,393,178 4,218,600,234 9.63

$402,031,731 4,480,981,315 8.97

$132,791,946 2,218,235,693 5.99

$8,429,966 47,830,865 17.62

$82,750,991 1,137,492,175 7.27

$1,032,397,812 12,103,140,282 N/A

Source: Austin Energy
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market back to its glory days.
“He was gracious enough to let 

me bring the market back to the 
community,” Kruse said of Dhody.

Revitalizing the old
The market will be open year-

round on Thursday evenings and 
Saturday mornings, and will fea-
ture live music, food vendors, art-
ists and children’s activities.

Two long rows of wooden stalls 
frame either side of the grounds, 
providing vendors with a shelter 
to sell goods. Ten small buildings, 
one of which is occupied by the 
Pour House Pub, sit onsite, giving 
it a “little village” feel, said Crest-
view resident Claire Lewis.

She used to walk to the market 
with her family in the early 1990s 
when, she said, the market was at 
its peak and teeming with energy. 
Lewis recalls buying honey straws 
from one vendor and said there 
used to be an antiques store in 
one of the buildings where auc-
tions were held.

“[The market] had a very old-
fashioned feel to it,” she said.

Near the entrance of the mar-
ket, an herb and vegetable garden 
will greet customers. The original 

wooden entrance with “Austin’s 
Historic Farmers Market” is in the 
back, and Kruse said that struc-
ture will stay.

She has plans for the buildings, 
such as housing a chef to do cook-
ing demonstrations. She plans to 
remodel some of the buildings 
but keep the marketplace feel.

The Thursday market will be a 
more traditional market with live 
music by local talent, Kruse said, 
while Saturday will feature a chil-
dren’s program.

“I want to help musicians to have 
a venue to have exposure,” she said.

Featured vendors
Kruse has about 20 vendors 

lined up for the market on either 
day and is hoping to attract more. 
One of those vendors is Kala 
Uprety, owner of Kala’s Kuisine. 
Uprety spent many days at the 
Travis County Farmers Market as 
a customer seeking out different 
vegetables. 

Uprety sells salsas, chutneys and 
prepared vegetarian dinners at the 
Cedar Park Farms to Market and 
the downtown market, but also 
has an office in Northwest Austin. 
Uprety said attending markets is 
the best way to find new customers. 
Once a month, she tries out new 
items to see how well they will sell.

Market
Continued from | 1

6701 Burnet Road Farmers Market
6701 Burnet Road
www.6701burnetroadmarket.com
Thursdays 4–8 p.m.
Saturdays 9 a.m.–1 p.m.
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•	ARRR Squeeze 
•	Antonio Celentano Olive Oil
•	Austin Locally Grown  

Organic Clothing 
•	Baby Zach’s  

Smoked Hummus
•	Caroline’s Garden 
•	Effs Farms
•	Elementals  
•	Foodie Card
•	Johnson’s Backyard  

Garden
•	Kala’s Kuisine
•	Lightsey Farms
•	Microbial Earth
•	Mom & Pops 
•	Pie Fixes Everything
•	Pleasant Hill Farms
•	Poochie Trends Pet Boutique 

and Bakery
•	Reel Popcorn
•	Richardson Farms
•	Round Rock Honey
•	Royal Indian Foods 
•	Tiny Pies
•	Texas Coffee Traders
•	Texas Hill Country Olive
•	Texas Heritage Beef Co.
•	The Gardener’s Feast
•	Two Happy Children Farm

Comment at more.impactnews.com/12265

AUSTIN’S

78757
MARKET

6701 Burnet Road Farmers Market vendors

Help West Texas farmers 
recover from April’s wildfires. 
Visit www.texasagriculture.gov.

ARRR Squeeze

Round Rock Honey

Tiny Pies

Uprety said, however, she has 
concerns about the market com-
peting with neighboring farm-
ers markets, including one on 
Wednesday nights at the Triangle. 
She was able to be a vendor at the 
Burnet Road market because it is 
open on Thursday evenings.

“I wish we didn’t have so many,” 
she said.

Focusing on the community
Paige Hill, owner of Urban 

Patchwork Neighborhood Farm 
and an Austin resident for 16 
years, said the Crestview neigh-
borhood identifies the market as a 
historic presence residents would 
like to preserve.

“It’s a place to come together 
and be with friends and neighbors 
without having to drive down-
town, which is so nice to have up 
here,” Hill said. 

Lewis, a volunteer with Urban 
Patchwork with plans to help out 
at the market, said it is important 
for every neighborhood to have a 
market of its own and know from 
where their food comes.

“Hopefully, it will bring more 
interest; Burnet Road is thriving,” 
she said. “You can see the change 
happening.”
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AT THE CAPITOL

State budget negotiations gain speed 
with House vote, Senate deliberations
By Marcus Funk

As the Senate took up the $164.5 billion 
budget that the House passed for 2012–13, 
local representatives offered varied takes 
on the approach used to resolve what has 
become a $23 billion budget shortfall.

State Reps. Elliott Naishtat, Eddie 
Rodriguez, Dawnna Dukes and Donna 
Howard, who represent Central Austin, 
joined the rest of the Democratic caucus 
in voting against the House bill. 

Naishtat said he voted against the bill 
without hesitation because he felt the cuts 
to public health and education would 
have devastating effects. 

“We’re going to see nursing homes 
close all over the state, especially in rural 
areas,” he said.

 Howard said political leaders unfairly 
shut down discussion of alternatives to 
cuts in public services.

“House Bill 1 gives us a budget that 
sacrifices fiscal responsibility in the name 
of fiscal conservatism,” Howard said. “I 
think we’re better than that. I know Texas 
is better than that.”

All but two House Republicans 
voted in favor of the budget, which was 
approved 98-49.  Republicans in the 
House expressed concern over the effects Comment at more.impactnews.com/12261

of the proposed cuts, but many said they 
could not justify raising taxes while many 
people are still struggling with the reces-
sion.

House budget activity
Late on April 3, the House approved a 

state budget with more than $23 billion 
in cuts to state services in the next bien-
nium, which amounts to a 12.3 percent 
decrease in spending from current levels. 
The bill includes $11.5 billion in cuts to 
health and human services and $5.1 bil-
lion to public education.

The House initially had a $27 billion 
projected shortfall to reconcile. That 
number fell to $23 billion after a  
$4.4 billion gap was resolved by using  
$3.3 billion of the rainy day fund, $800 
million in cuts were made and the comp-
troller announced that the state would 
bring in more $300 million more revenue 
than expected.

The Senate budget
In January, the Senate proposed a 

$158.7 billion budget that called for  
$28.8 billion in spending cuts, a 15.4 
percent overall reduction from current 
levels. That translates into $5.4 billion cuts 

in public education and $16.1 billion in 
health and human services cuts.

The Senate is expected to rework the 
numbers in its budget in light of the 
House’s willingness to use part of the 
rainy day fund.

The overall Senate budget has differed 
from the House’s budget all session, 
partly because the Senate expects Texas to 
receive about $1 billion in federal funds 
that the House did not factor in. 

Also, a Senate committee is pursuing as 
much as $10 billion in “non-tax revenue,” 
or budget allocations that can be rerouted 

from separate programs to more crucial 
state services. 

A Senate memo leaked by the anti-tax 
group Empower Texans highlighted sev-
eral programs that might be cut, includ-
ing two-thirds of the unspent money 
in the Texas Enterprise and Emerging 
Technology funds and an endowment for 
Texas’ tobacco lawsuit settlements. The 
August sales tax holiday could be sus-
pended for two years, according to  
the memo.

How Senate and House versions stack up

Spending levels in key sectors Source: Legislative Budget Board
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National Public Radio’s senior strategist for social media, Andy Carvin, discusses on March 15 how 
Twitter has been instrumental in business, social and political communication.

COFFEE WITH IMPACT

Andy Carvin
NPR’s social media strategist discusses Twitter, revolution
Compiled by Kate Hull

Editor’s note: Coffee With Impact is a monthly forum at our headquarters featuring lead-
ers in various sectors who are making a difference in Central Texas and beyond.

National Public Radio’s senior strategist for social media, Andy Carvin, is the former 
director of the Digital Divide Network and has written extensively on education and 
technology for PBS.org. Carvin has more than 30,000 Twitter followers and spends about 
16 hours daily tweeting and communicating with a vast list of key individuals who are 
directly involved with many of the international stories he has helped break to the public 
before the national media began coverage. 

In March, Carvin discussed how using Twitter as a reporting tool to cultivate sources 
and develop connections has been a necessary platform for covering revolutions in Tuni-
sia, Egypt, Libya and Bahrain.

How have communications such as Twitter 
played a role in the ... revolutions? 

Before Egypt happened, there was 
Tunisia. There had not been protests like 
that in Tunisia for 25 years because the 
government is so restrictive on freedom of 
assembly, and video was quickly posted on 
Youtube and Facebook. This is a country 
of 11 million people. About 35 percent are 
online. Two million of those 11 million are 
active on Facebook. It didn’t take long for 
videos to start making [their] way around.

Now I do not consider this a social 
media revolution. I think it is totally unfair 
to say that, even though it is clear that 
social media was used for so many things. 

How did you build these relationships with 
the people who follow you on Twitter? 

By building relationships—it is as simple 
as that. I always use Twitter as a conversa-
tion and not as a publishing mechanism. If 
I see someone on Twitter say ‘good morn-
ing’ I write back and say, ‘Good morning. 
What are you up to today?’ I have really 
worked hard to expand my Twitter base 
with people that have certain areas of 
expertise.

I have done a lot of work in online disas-
ter response and I have a lot of friends in 
crisis response. I also have a lot of human 
rights workers, reporters and news junkies 
following me that all help out ... .

How have you developed a means to verify 
information through ... Twitter? 

There is no reason for me to pretend that 
I know everything on a given topic because 
I think it is an absolute fact that my com-
munity knows a lot more about these 
subjects than I ever will. Give me a topic, 
and I will find people who know more and 
get them to share it with me. 

The economics of social media—not in 
the money sense but in terms of the trans-
actional relationships—it is all about the 
currency in generosity and reciprocity in 
the best sense of the word. I’ll help you and 
you can help me and in the long run, it will 
be good for all of us. 

What advice would you give local 
businesses and news organizations on 
how to engage their audience?

The advice I give to local NPR and PBS 
stations is to get yourself on Twitter and 
see whom you already know there. Ask 
publicly, ‘Who are the best Twitter folks 
in town and why are you following them?’ 
Also, ‘Which local businesses are using it?’ 
It is amazing at how many companies are 
seeing this as their way to reinvent the rela-
tionships they have with their public. And 
I use that over consumer because these 
people don’t just consume anymore. 
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Has Your Front Door
Worn Out Its Welcome?

Stained, Sealed & Installed
Call for details. Ends May 31th, 2011.

Select designs apply, jambs and hardware 
additional, while supplies last.

The Front Door Company 
Specializes in:
• Rustic Doors
• French Doors
• Leaded/Beveled 
Glass Doors

• Wrought Iron Doors
• Custom Glass Shop
• Staining & Sealing

Visit our showroom
5209 NORTH LAMAR
512.459.9034

www.thefrontdoorco.com FREE ESTIMATES

BEFORE

• CUSTOM DOORS & GLASS
• IRON DOORS
• ON-SITE GLASS REPAIRS
• ON-SITE REFINISHING

AFTER

“This place is heaven 
on earth with angels as 
baristas.” 
-

“Kick Butt Coffee is like 
Bushido, it keeps me in 
a state of sound mind 
and body.”  
-

I-35

2222



2011 Austin City CounCil ElECtion
Important dates 
Early voting: May 2–10
Last day for ballot by mail: May 6
Election day: May 14
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Josiah James Ingalls 
Job/Experience: Auditor at a jewelry 
company; president of the School for All 
Children Act

Chris Riley (incumbent)  
Job/Experience: Current council 
member; Downtown Austin 
Neighborhood Association past 
president and co-founder

Place 1 

Roger Chan  
Job/Experience: Former Austin 
assistant city manager, 2000–03;  
owner of Evergreen Consulting, a  
private consulting firm

Norman Jacobson 
Job/Experience: Political activist and 
electrical engineer

Laura Morrison (incumbent)  
Job/Experience: Current council 
member; former president of the 
Austin Neighborhoods Council; former 
Lockheed Martin engineer 

Kathie Tovo 
Job/Experience: Former Planning 
Commissioner; member of the AISD 
Facilities Master Plan Task Force;  
Liveable City Advisory Board member

Kris Bailey 
Job/Experience: Insurance adjuster; 
Texans for Accountable Government 
volunteer

Randi Shade (incumbent) 
Job/Experience: Current council 
member; founded Internet company 
Charitygift; former executive director of 
the Austin Entrepreneurs Foundation

Michael “Max” Nofziger 
Job/Experience: Former council 
member from 1987–96; currently a 
musician for The Harmony Brothers

Eric J. Rangel  
Job/Experience: Director of accounts 
receivable at an auto recycling business; 
Dell Children’s Medical Center and the 
parish at St. Ignatius volunteer

Toby Ryan 
Job/Experience: DJ and music director 
for fifteen years at 101.5 FM

Place 3

Place 4 Looking back: 2009

Of the more than 445,000 registered voters in Austin 
at the time of the city’s May 9, 2009, election, only  
13.1 percent—58,610 voters—went to the polls.

Spring elections typically have lower turnouts than fall 
elections since they are not paired with larger state or 
federal elections. City of Austin spokeswoman Patricia 
Fraga said she anticipates a higher turnout this time 
around due to a few newsmaking items. 

“With the way the state of the economy has been, and 
with all the press about the controversy regarding the 
emails and transparency with City Council, people will 
think about voting more,” she said. “The thought of, 
‘Your vote counts and you can make a difference,’ is 
at the forefront of their minds.”

Top priorities: “We need parking, traffic relief and 
economic development. If we do this in a reasonable, 
business-smart way, through well negotiated public 
and private partnerships, Austin can continue to stay 
weird, unique and interesting. Austin can achieve a truly 
multimodal transportation system that meets current 
and future demand by strategically investing limited 
resources to move more people in more ways.”  
info@rogerchanforaustin.com 
http://rogerchanforaustin.com

Top priorities: “The city budget will be my primary 
concern. It determines what we, as a city, can and 
cannot accomplish. Austin’s traffic problems will require 
a multimodal approach in order to solve the issues we 
face. However, I feel that the most effective step we can 
take at this time is widening and adding lanes wherever 
possible on MoPac and I-35.” 
josiah@josiahingalls.com 
www.josiahingalls.com

Top priorities: “As a city council member, my No. 1 
goal will be to eliminate fluoridated water in Austin 
and have a reverse osmosis system to remove the 
fluoride pollution from upstream communities. Electric 
cars are the best solution [to Austin’s traffic problems]. 
Being from Los Angeles, it is difficult for me to see a 
traffic problem in Austin. The toll roads are somewhat 
deserted, therefore they are not working. Buses are not 
very crowded either.” 
normanjacobson4citycouncil@clear.net 
http://funds.gofundme.com/35xes

Top priorities: “[My priorities include] ensuring that 
our economy remains on a strong, sustainable footing. 
Working toward a robust, multimodal transportation 
system and striving to preserve the unique character of 
our city. Most Austinites will continue to travel by car for 
the foreseeable future; and to the extent we can provide 
complete streets featuring managed lanes, bike lanes, 
sidewalks, or dedicated transit lanes, we’ll enable users 
to choose the mode that best fits their needs.” 
info@chrisforaustin.com  
www.chrisforaustin.com

Top priorities: “My primary goal will be to bring 
common sense issues to City Council. Primarily I would 
like to shift the focus of the police department from 
pursuing crimes that do not involve a victim toward 
crimes that do involve a victim. I support focusing on 
getting traffic fixed by increasing capacity on our roads. 
Our taxes are collected specifically to build and maintain 
roads. That’s how I plan to spend them.”  
kris@baileyforchange.com 
ww.baileyforchange.com

Top priorities: “My primary goal is to reduce spending in 
the city budget and to stop large, costly and unnecessary 
projects like light rail, Water Treatment Plant No. 4 and 
the biomass plant. The council’s crazy spending is 
fueling gentrification and driving musicians, artists and 
the middle class out of our city. Light rail is enormously 
expensive and does little to reduce traffic congestion.” 
462-2386  
www.maxformayor.org

Top priorities: “My core priorities are supporting core 
city services and responsible growth. I will work to bring 
greater budget discipline to City Hall to ensure decisions 
reflect the prioritization of reliable and affordable 
utilities, strong public safety, and a local economy that 
benefits citizens at all income levels. I want to … do 
more to promote carpooling, telecommuting and flex-
time arrival and departure strategies.”  
info@RandiShade.com 
www.randishade.com 

Top priorities: “I look forward to raising the level of 
my advocacy for families to promote affordable housing 
policies, stronger coordinated planning efforts with AISD 
and other school districts, more implementation of family-
friendly design and an active and engaged citizenry. An 
integrated public transportation system … will take cars 
off the road and provide a more sustainable option to get 
to the city center for jobs and entertainment.” 
info@kathieforaustin.com  
www.kathieforaustin.com 

Top priorities: “I have made, and will continue to make 
my top priorities: protecting Austin’s quality of life, 
supporting policies that promote both social and fiscal 
responsibility and promoting accountable, transparent, 
and collaborative government. A comprehensive, 
multimodal transportation system (rail, roads, bikes, 
and sidewalks), tied in with proper land-use planning, is 
the best way to address the city’s continuing traffic and 
congestion problems.” 
992-9224  
www.lauraforaustin.com 

Top priorities: “My primary goal is to get more people 
involved in their local political scene. That’s why I favor 
single-member districts. I will focus on transportation and 
economic development. I believe it’s inevitable that some 
form of rail will have to be developed to combat our ever-
growing traffic congestion. If we are ahead of the curve, 
the cost will be dramatically less in the long run.” 
info@voterangel.com 
www.voterangel.com

Top priorities: “My primary goal during my term would 
be to ensure fair representation of all of Austin. City 
government has too long been dominated by a few 
privileged neighborhoods. Additionally I would fight to 
protect the live music culture of Austin that has made 
the city so successful. Also, the city needs to work 
toward a stronger public transportation infrastructure 
to take cars off the road and move toward becoming an 
environmentally sound city.” 
info@tobyforaustin.com 
www.tobyforaustin.com

Discounts up to 40%*

Here’s my idea 
of economic 
stimulus:

Nancy Callahan, Agent
3500 Jefferson, Suite 313
Austin, TX 78731
Bus: 512-451-7573 
Toll Free: 866-451-7573
www.nancyjocallahan.com

Discounts up to 40%*

P090102 04/09                State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

If your economy needs some stimulation, I’ll show 
you how to make your car insurance dollars work 
harder. Like a good a good neighbor, State Farm is 
there®. CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7
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NEWS REPORT

By Kate Hull
Plans to revitalize East Riverside Drive 

into a transit-oriented and walkable devel-
opment hub are gaining speed after two 
public input meetings helped shape the 
vision for the future of the corridor. The 
master plan will be revised and a code and 
regulation plan will be presented for vote 
to the Austin City Council by the summer. 

The regulating plan will provide a new 
zoning and urban design standards based 
on the master plan to ensure the devel-
opments stay within the vision for the 
corridor, said Molly Scarbrough, a senior 
planner with the neighborhood planning 
and zoning department. 

City Council adopted the East River-
side Corridor master plan Feb. 25 after 
more than a year of public input. Since 
that date, the urban design division of the 
city’s Planning and Development Review 
Department has been working with area 
architects OPA Design Studio Inc. and 
Weiss Architecture Inc. to finalize plans 
for the future of the area.  

“The master plan that we adopted [in 
February] sets forth the vision for this 
area,” Councilman Chris Riley said. “It 
is the vision of a place that is walkable, 
vibrant, transit-oriented and attractive 

East Riverside Corridor master 
plan moves forward with rezoning

City officials held public meetings in February and March to glean feedback on the East Riverside Corridor.
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that offers a variety of housing options for 
people at all income levels.” 

The East Riverside Corridor includes 
933 acres and 342 properties that will be 
“transformed into an attractive, appeal-
ing, diverse and safe place centered around 
urban rail, transportation and four core 
retail hubs,” said Alan Hold of the neigh-
borhood planning and zoning department. 

The corridor has four, quarter-mile 
central hubs that are based on the develop-
ment idea of the “five-minute walk” where 
individuals can access retail, transporta-
tion and attractive public spaces within a 
circular hub of development. 

The four planned hubs are Gateway at 
Hwy. 71 and East Riverside Drive, Mon-
topolis Drive, Pleasant Valley Drive and 
Lakeshore Drive. 

The city presented recommendations 
in March for zoning requirements, which 
included height restrictions depending on 
the hub and bonuses for developers.

“The purpose of regulations and devel-
opment bonuses are to make the tradeoffs 
for developers explicit and clear so they 
are not negotiated every time,” Scarbrough 
said. “For taller buildings, developers 
would need to provide additional com-
munity benefits such as affordable housing 

and publicly accessible open space.”  
The hubs are centered on the notion of 

urban rail coming to the area in the next 
20 years, Scarbrough said, but if urban rail 
does not come, they remain a central node 
for neighborhood and employment centers.

The city will host a third public input 
meeting prior to presenting a recom-
mended regulation plan to City Council 
this summer. For more information, visit 
www.eastriversidecorridor.com.

Comment at more.impactnews.com/11931
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City, Austin Music Foundation unite 
to launch creative center for artists

After existing without a formal home 
for nine years, the Austin Music Founda-
tion has established a headquarters in 
East Austin where it will educate musi-
cians and facilitate their growth into 
successful musical acts amid the ever-
changing business landscape of the  
music industry.

The foundation’s Creative Media Center 
is located at 1901 E. 51st St. in Stage 4 
adjacent to Austin Studios. The founda-
tion’s headquarters is being funded in 
part by a three-year, $50,000 partnership 
with the City of Austin. The partnership 
was announced by Mayor Lee Leffingwell 
during his State of the City Address in 
February.

“Austin is the self-declared live music 
capital of the world,” Leffingwell said. “It 
is in our interest to continue to nurture 
the music business in Austin. We are 
going to keep working to keep Austin the 
live music capital of the world and earn 
that title every year.”

Leffingwell said the city estimates the 
music industry’s economic impact is more 
than $1 billion per year. Austin venues host 
more than 50,000 performances annually, 
which help generate revenue and attention 
for the city and local businesses.

The City of Austin helped facilitate a 
partnership with Dell Inc. and nVidia, 
which will provide eight computer work-
spaces to the creative center. The work-
spaces will function for audio mastering 

Colin Kendrick helped found the Austin Music Foundation, which now has a new home in East Austin.

and production as well as film and website 
production.

Colin Kendrick helped launch AMF 
with co-founder Nikki Rowling in 2001. 
While no employee was paid during the 
organization’s first three years of opera-
tion, a following was created over time. 
AMF has donated $120,000 to artists to 
help produce records over the last several 
years, Kendrick said.

One of the first programs created by 
AMF was the Music Industry Boot Camp, 
which provides free seminars covering 
music licensing, digital distribution, mer-
chandising, touring and management. To 
date, the foundation has sponsored more 
than 100 boot camps.

“Having an organization that focuses on 
helping artists orient themselves, educate 
themselves and become capable of protect-
ing themselves is critical,” Kendrick said.

City of Austin Music Program Manager 
Don Pitts said the city could renew the 
partnership at the end of its three-year 
cycle, but AMF must first generate 750 
unique users per year and its services 
must be free. 

“Austin Music Foundation needed 
something tangible,” Pitts said. “This will 
provide a facility where people can see 
the progress. The landscape for music is 
either online or on stage and I think what 
we need to do is help them, give them the 
tools they need and the access they need 
to manage their career.”

By Bobby Longoria

NEWS REPORT
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Austin Music Foundation Creative Media Center
1901 E. 51st St. 
www.austinmusicfoundation.org • 323-0787 
10 a.m.–5 p.m. Mon.–Fri.
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Friends of The House 

P R E S E N T S  

(LIMITED DRINK MENU)

aplusfcu.org



impactnews.com • April 2011 | FEATURES | 19

Bicycle Sport Shop
Putting more people on bikes, more often

F or Hill Abell, cycling is a 
sport and a lifestyle—and 
the bike is as much of a 

tool as it is a means of enter-
tainment. Abell, the owner of 
Bicycle Sport Shop, makes it his 
mission to get more people on 
bikes, more often.

Abell and his wife, Laura 
Agnew, have owned Bicycle 
Sport Shop since 1984 when he 
purchased the modest shop on 
Barton Springs Road as a student 
at The University of Texas. See-
ing the opportunity to turn the 
business into his career, Abell left 
business school and focused on 
turning his passion for mountain 
biking into a lucrative company. 

While the store now serves as 
a one-stop shop for all cycling 
needs, it initially began selling 
mountain bikes when they had 
just appeared on the market. 

“I knew people would take to 
the activity of mountain biking 
because I did and had such a 
passion for it,” Abell said. “The 

boom was so intense that for the 
next five years, our business was 
growing as much as 300 percent 
a year.”

Bicycle Sport Shop now carries 
a wide array of items, including 
commuter bikes and racing gear. 

The shop’s original storefront 
was located at 1601 Barton 
Springs Road—now Flipnotics 
Coffeespace—before moving to a 
larger 12,000-square-foot store at 
1426 Toomey off Lamar Boule-
vard. The headquarters relocated 
to 517 S. Lamar Blvd. in 2005, 
upgrading from a 12,000- to 
23,000-square-foot building.

 “We have been right here 
within 100 yards of Lamar Bou-
levard and Barton Springs Road 
close to Zilker Park and down-
town,” Abell said. “It is a big part 
of our identity.”

Three stores and 125 employ-
ees later, Abell has expanded his 
store into one of Austin’s key 
cycling centers. He also advocates 
around the community for better 

bike lanes, cycling education and 
safety awareness. 

“One of the great things we fig-
ured out early on is that we have 
to give back to the community,” 
Abell said. “We have been suc-
cessful because we support rides, 
we support schools, we support a 
lot of charities, and we think it is 
really important to support those 
that support us.”

As Austin and the surrounding 
area continues to grow, Abell and 
his team have continued to advo-
cate for safe cycling habits and 
making sure each person who 
purchases a bike is comfortable. 

“We learned a long time ago 
that if people are not comfortable 
on their bike, they are not going 
to use it,” he said. “And that does 
not serve us and it does not serve 
the great Austin community.”

Abell hopes to help cycling 
become a safer and more accepted 
means of transportation as well 
as recreation by making his shop 
welcoming and approachable.

The shop offers bicycles  
for rent, including  

cruiser, tandem and  
mountain bikes.  

 Service Manager James Mullins repairs the 
drivetrain of a mountain bike.

 Hill Abell has run his bike shop since 1984. 

Bicycle Sport Shop
517 S. Lamar Blvd.
477-3472
www.bicyclesportshop.com
Twitter: @BSS_Austin

Barton Springs Rd.

S. Lamar 
Blvd.

BUSINESS

By Kate Hull
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Serving the Austin, Round Rock, Georgetown, 
Cedar Park, Leander, Hutto, Taylor and 
surrounding areas.

Do you need help losing weight?
If so, we can help.

Local physicians at Texas Diabetes & Endocrinology are 
enrolling an important investigational weight loss research 

study for  Diabetics. 

Participation is free of charge and can include lab-work, 
dietary counseling and other health related procedures.

To see if you or a loved one may qualify for this 
study call Texas diabetes and endocrinology at 

512.334.3505

AUSTIN OFFICE: 6500 N Mopac • Bldg. 3, Suite 200 • Austin, TX 78731

Dr. Thomas Blevins, M.D.; Luis Casaubon, M.D.
Stephanie Shaw,M.D.; Valerie Espinosa, M.D.

Far West
183
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DINING

Uchiko
‘Son of Uchi’ eatery aims to stand on its own 

Sushi is not just a piece of fish and 
rice at Uchiko. For owners Daryl 
Kunik and Tyson Cole, it is a combi-

nation of traditional Japanese and urban 
American flavors. It is also what lures 
diners in to try the restaurant, which 
opened in summer 2010. 

Uchiko, Japanese for “son of uchi,” is the 
companion restaurant to South Austin’s 
Uchi restaurant, which opened in 2003. 
Together, Kunik and Cole say they run 
both restaurants that are somewhat simi-
lar, yet somewhat different. 

“There are about eight or nine dishes 
from Uchi on our menu,” Cole said. “But 
our daily menus here are specially created 
at separate places, on their own. The expe-
rience here is completely different from 
Uchi, but the food hopefully harkens back 
to their similarities, dining experiences 
and the same style of service.”

The duo have labeled Uchiko as a 
Japanese farmhouse and sushi restau-
rant, an indication of the twist they have 
incorporated into their menu. Featured 
among the April 5 daily specials for 
example, were Countryside Farms rabbit 
nam, which included Thai chili, mustard, 
fennel and radishes; the barbecue scallop 
sashimi, made of kaffir lime, cilantro 
stems and breakfast radishes; and jar jar 
duck, made of Countryside Farms duck, 
kumquat confit and rosemary smoke.

While the dishes are separate from 
most traditional sushi menus, they are 
a pure indication of Kunik and Cole’s 
energetic partnership: Create a unique, 
citrus-infused sushi menu that will attract 

eclectic diners who will hopefully, in turn, 
become addicted to the special sushi dishes 
they offer.

“What I want is to get them addicted, 
because once they are, I’ve got them,” 
Cole said.

While Cole oversees Uchiko’s ever-
evolving menu, Kunik manages the 
day-to-day operations and hears firsthand 
responses from customers. He said it was 
important for the restaurant to create an 
atmosphere that was welcoming, reason-
able and appropriate for the neighbor-
hood in which it resides.

“The food is great—there is no doubt 
about that,” Kunik said. “But we don’t 
want someone to come in here and be 
wowed by the atmosphere; we want 
people to sense it. We want them to be 
able to sit down, enjoy it and be comfort-
able. But then, you have to have great 
service on that same level too, and that’s 
always been a common goal between the 
two of us—having sushi and this kind of 
food in a great atmosphere that provides 
great service and knowledgeable service, 
but is not over-the-top pretentious.”

Kunik and Cole had a plan for the 
clientele they hoped to attract once Uchiko 
opened more than eight months ago. By 
attracting local residents first, they hoped 
to establish Uchiko as a laid-back, higher-
end type of restaurant.

“Our goal was the neighborhood first—
get those regular customers who will come 
in once or twice a week, and then we would 
move on from there,” Cole said. “Later it 
became those special occasion customers.”

By Andrea Leptinsky

Cole’s roasted beet salad is made with golden beets, 
skyr yogurt, bitter greens, acacia honey and quinoa.

Sushi chefs prepare the day’s fish, which is shipped to 
Uchiko from locations such as Japan and Maine.
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Owners Daryl Kunik (left) and Tyson Cole met in the ’90s at Musashino, where Cole worked as a sushi chef.

Levels of sushi
Uchiko chefs put a spin on Japanese 
dishes by combining flavors in order to 
appeal to a broader base of customers. 

When it comes to sushi, Cole said it can 
be grouped into three categories: rolls, 
which are made with various ingredients 
aside from rice and fish; sushi, made with 
only rice and fish; and sashimi, which is 
fish alone. At Uchiko, the waitstaff tempt 
customers first with suggestions for rolls  
to help them acquire a taste for sushi.

“We try to intercept them somewhere 
in that process and push them in that 
direction,” Cole said.

Food for the masses
When it comes to eating sushi, many 
Americans have a food block of sorts 
regarding raw fish. At Uchiko, however, 
co-owner Tyson Cole said the restaurant’s 
menu has been created to apply to 
everyone’s tastes by combining fresh fish 
with typical components often found in 
American food.

“It’s about adding things that you are used 
to eating here in America, whether it’s 
some kind of food, sauce, spice or flavor, 
and making it to where that familiarity is 
going to make the texture or the flavor of 
raw fish not so foreign,” Cole said. “It’s 
not that we’re hiding it, but we’re making 
it part of a composed dish, rather than 
‘here’s a big slab of tuna, go for it.’” 

Uchiko
4200 N. Lamar Blvd.
916-4808
www.uchiaustin.com/uchiko
Sun.–Thu. 5–10 p.m.
Fri.–Sat. 5–11 p.m.
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www.LindaWelshRealty.com • info@LindaWelshRealty.com

AUCTION & REALTY

 Sunday, May 7th, Noon*

PREVIEW DATES 
Sundays April 10th, April 17th 
and May 1st from 2-5 PM and 

by appointment
Quali� ed buyers only please

Luxury Lake Travis waterfront home on deep water cove 
- previously listed for $5.5 million

18315 Lakeshore Blvd, Lago Vista, TX
*subject to prior sale    L Welsh TX Auc#15205

For more information visit  www.LindaWelshAuction.com  or  www.LagoLakeshore.com 512-263-1030
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PEOPLE

By Kate Hull

Sarah and Ernest Butler
Austin couple has given $55M to UT music 

S arah and Ernest Butler have found 
an extended family in the arts 
community of Austin. Sitting in the 

café of the Blanton Museum of Art, visitors 
smile and say hello to the couple by name. 
Students at The University of Texas music 
school recognize them as more than the 
namesake of the Butler School of Music. 

“Little by little, many experiences along 
the way have drawn us to music and art,” 
Sarah Butler said. “If you go to a theater, 
hear an opera or a symphony or any kind of 
music presentation, you feel at home again 
and you can relate to those things. You can 
be at home anywhere in the world.”

The Butlers have become one of the 
biggest supporters of the arts at UT, as 
well as in Austin. In March of 2008, the 
Butlers made the largest donation ever to 
a public university’s music program by 
giving $55 million to the school in hopes 
of expanding the program’s endowment 
and providing scholarships to students.  

“This [decision] grew on us due to 
roughly 30 years of following the program 
and gradually getting more involved,” 
said Ernest Butler, a retired physician. 
“We had a chance to watch the potential 

of the whole school, learn before we 
invested in it and give a lump sum.”

The couple is actively involved with the 
Austin Symphony Orchestra and Ballet 
Austin where Sarah acts as the chair of the 
foundation, as well as continual supporters 
of the UT music school. Every last Tuesday 
of the month, the Butlers can be found 
attending student concerts at the Blanton.

The music school is about to embark on 
another chapter with the Austin couple’s 
help with plans to create UT’s Academy of 
Music. The academy is based on the cur-
rent program known as the String Project, 
which provides string instrument lessons 
in the school of music on the weekend. 
The extension of the project will provide 
music instruction to children and adults 
in Austin. The academy will be a new 
60,000-square-foot facility east of I-35 near 
Universal Federal Credit Union Disch-
Falk Field. It will serve as a larger space to 
conduct classes for local youth.

“The String Project is 60 years old and 
has been duplicated all over the country. 
It has got national awards,” Ernest Butler 
said. “They have long since outgrown the 
facility.”B
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512-280-2985

Office Toner Running Low?

on ink and toner 
cartridges.
on ink and toner 

50% OFF
Up to

Praying for the 
Heart of America

Praying for the 
Heart of America

Celebrating 60 Year Anniversary
National Day of Prayer

Van and Evelyn Davison, Texas Capitol Area Coordinators • PO Box 170069. Austin, TX 78717-0069  
vandavison@gmail.com • www.nationaldayofprayer.org

God’s Call to Pray for All Leaders
I will say to the Lord, my refuge and my fortress  

in whom I trust.  -Psalm 91:2Join UsJoin Us
Camp Mabry Concert of Prayer
Thursday, April 28  
11:30 to 1 p.m
Chapel 

Ladies NDP Luncheon
Monday, May 2  
11:30 a.m. - 1:30 pm.
Featured Speaker: Patsy Clairmont
Austin Baptist Church
9003 Waterford Centre Blvd.
(Off Hwy 183N near Burnet Road)
Sponsorship and Tables Available
Reservations are required

All Events:
For information, reservations, to make a donation or sponsor a table(s) go to:

w w w. n d p a u s t i n . o r g  • Phone: 512-249-6535 or 512-250-8196

Texas State Prayer Breakfast
Tuesday, May 3 
6:30 a.m. - 8:45 a.m.
Austin Doubletree Hotel, 6505 IH-35 North
Gov. Rick Perry: Proclamation Calling Texas to Prayer 
Patsy Clairmont, America’s Women of Faith
Reservations are required

NDP Family Praise & Prayer Rally
Tuesday, May 3 
7:00 p.m.
Hyde Park School Quarries, 11400 N. Mopac 
Texas NDP Capitol Event 
Thursday, May 5  
11:30 to 1:00 p.m.
South Steps 

Reengineering 
my career into 

solar design

Austin Community College REVISED

Community Impact Austin
4.9167x2.94 CMYK

Runs April 2011

Suzanne W., electrical engineer 
and renewable energy student at ACC

Get inspired. 
austincc.edu/iamacc

4616 Triangle Ave, Ste. 403 • Austin TX  78751 • (512) 796-0301 • www.electricavenuescooters.com
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Electrify your Fleet!
Deliver your goods and make your service calls for 1 
to 2 cents per mile!  Zero emissions vehicles that cut 
costs.  Tax credits and City rebates apply.  Available 
now and with proven reliability in Europe.

E-max scooters for business and personal use.  
Easy-to-park and maintenance 
free, just recharge and go!  
Please call or visit us for 
more details.
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Electrify your Fleet!
Deliver your goods and make your service calls for 1 
to 2 cents per mile!  Zero emissions vehicles that cut 
costs.  Tax credits and City rebates apply.  Available 
now and with proven reliability in Europe.

E-max scooters for business and personal use.  
Easy-to-park and maintenance 
free, just recharge and go!  
Please call or visit us for 
more details.
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By Kate Hull and Rebecca LaFlure
A new report from the Greater Austin 

Chamber of Commerce finds that the 
percentage of Austin ISD seniors who 
graduate in four years increased from  
74 percent in 2008 to 76 percent in 2009, 
and the percentage of graduates who 
immediately enroll in higher education 
dropped a percentage point to 58 percent.

The 2010 Education Progress Reports, 
released by the Austin chamber in part-
nership with school districts and other 
Central Texas chambers, track student 
performance trends that are most impor-
tant to the business community. 

Drew Scheberle, senior vice president of 
education and talent development for the 
Austin chamber, said the initiative started 
six years ago as a way for chamber officials 
to improve public education and prepare 
students for college. The Austin chamber 
has released separate reports for 10 partici-
pating school districts.

Scheberle said this year’s reports are 
particularly important to school districts 
and chambers as state lawmakers consider 
making large cuts to public education.

“People don’t pay attention until you 
have to make really important decisions 
like shutting down schools or firing a 
whole bunch of people. That’s when they 
start to pay attention, and that’s when 
these are most important,” Scheberle said. 
“We’re asking school districts to set out 
year goals. The hope is the enactment 
of those goals will help them in guiding 
their budget process.”

As a part of the compiling process, a task 
force of business leaders reviewed each 
district’s most recent performance data—
largely based on the TAKS test—identified 
its strengths and weaknesses and offered 
recommendations on areas to improve. 
District officials then set goals to work 
toward and identified ways the business 
community can help.

The reports, with their large graphics 
and informational sidebars, were created to 
be clearer and more understandable than 
many of the data sheets released by the 

EDUCATION

Chamber report: AISD graduation rates rise, college attendance slips
Texas Education Agency, Scheberle said.

The reports examine what percentage 
of a school district’s graduating class are 
deemed college- and career-ready under 
the state definition. They also provide the 
graduation rate, and what percentage of 
graduates went on to enroll in a university, 
community college or technical school 
directly after high school.

In addition, the reports track how fifth- 
and eighth-graders performed in reading, 
math and science. Because education is 
a major factor in the chamber’s ability to 
attract companies to the region, chamber 
officials want to address school issues early 
on, before students graduate high school.

Austin ISD results
With more than 82,200 students 

enrolled at 122 campuses in 2009, Aus-
tin ISD continues to be one of the largest 
school districts in the country. To help 
ensure the success of AISD graduates, the 
Austin chamber task force set a district 
goal to graduate 90 percent of the class of 
2014 in four years and to ensure 77 percent 
of those students enroll in higher educa-
tion immediately following high school. 

According to the AISD progress report, 
the overall four-year high school gradu-
ation rate increased in 2009 from 74 per-
cent in 2008 to 76 percent. AISD showed 
even more significant gains in the high 
school completion rate of economically 
disadvantaged students, increasing from 
61 percent in 2008 to 75 percent in 2009. 

“Giving a consistent and uniform 
accounting of student achievement and 
district performance to the public is a 
very good thing and gives a lot of positive 
support amongst the business community 
and the employers of the Greater Austin 
area,” AISD Communications Specialist 
Andy Welch said. “This also provides some 
confidence that AISD is doing a good job 
of producing a future workforce.”

The district saw across-the-board 
improvement and consistency in the 
percentage of students who performed the 
same or slightly better overall on the TAKS 

Percentage of Austin ISD students who graduated in four years

  
All  77 75 74 76 n/a 82
African-American 67 65 66 70 n/a n/a
Asian/Pacific Islander 90 91 91 92 n/a n/a
Hispanic  69 66 64 67 n/a n/a
White 90 88 89 89 n/a n/a
Economically 
disadvantaged 66 63 61 75 n/a n/a
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exit-level exams; 87 percent passed all four 
tests needed to graduate in 2010. 

Improvements were seen across all 
subgroups except white students, whose 
results stayed at 95 percent passing in both 
2009 and 2010. Seventy-seven percent of 
African-American students passed all four 
exams in 2010, a 1 percent drop from 2009. 
Hispanic students had the highest increase, 
improving by 6 percentage points to  

ENGLISH/LANGUAGE ARTS MATH BOTH
Source: Greater Austin Chamber of Commerce

83 percent passing.
“We have serious financial challenges 

and we have to address those,” Welch said. 
“But we have to keep our focus on the areas 
that are identified in our strategic plan so 
that we [continue] to meet these objectives.” 

The reports can be found at  
www.austinchamber.com/edureports.

Comment at more.impactnews.com/12253

*2010 data not 
available as of 
press time.

AISD finalizes job cuts, considers tax rate increase for November 
By Kate Hull

 After months of proposed budget reduction plans 
including eliminating 1,153 positions, the Austin 
Independent School District board of trustees is now 
discussing whether to hold a tax ratification election to 
address the remaining $46.3 million budget deficit.

The staff recommended waiting until November to 
put the tax increase up for public vote rather than June. 
If board members had selected June, they would have 
been required to notify the public by May 3. 

“We should really think about November for a time-
frame and not give away a single penny more than you 
have to,” Superintendent Meria Carstarphen said to the 
board members. “[You should] save as many pennies as 

you can for an even rainier day, and believe it or not, 
that might be around the corner anyway.”

The maximum allowable tax increase is 9 cents, 
which would raise taxes from $1.079 to $1.069 and 
bring $29 million to the district yearly after recapture.

 “There is a lot of caution on the board to not do 
anything until we know what the Legislature is doing, 
but no matter what the Legislature does, sooner is 
better than later in my mind,” said Kenneth Zarifis, 
co-president of Education Austin, the labor union for 
AISD employees.

On March 28, the board voted to cut 490 contract 
positions at the end of the 2010–11 school year. The 
board approved the administration’s reduction in 

force recommendations, opted not to renew some term 
contracts and to terminate contracts and probationary 
employment.

The board must give notice to teachers no later 
than the 45th day before the last day of instruction, as 
required under contract, which occurred April 15. 

Previously, the board identified 1,153 positions for 
elimination. As of the March 28 meeting, 361 of those 
positions had been resolved through attrition—resigna-
tion or retirement.

The next regular AISD board meeting will be held 
April 23 at 7 p.m. at the Carruth Administration Com-
plex located at 1111 W. Sixth St. For more information, 
visit www.austinisd.org.
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And so is this.

You might not immediately recognize some of  the most innocent 
faces as hungry. The fact is that 1 in 3 people nourished by our Capital 
Area Food Bank is a child. And the need for food assistance among our 
neighbors has increased more than 60% in the past four years. Hunger is  
unacceptable. Especially in our own backyard. But we can solve 
hunger. With your help.

Advocate. Donate. Volunteer. hungerisUNacceptable.com

Yes,  
this is the face of hunger in Central Texas.

Restoring Function, 
Returning Independence.

The Seton Institute of Reconstructive Plastic Surgery is the region’s only resource for five highly specialized centers 

of expertise in one place: The Hand, Breast, Wound Care, Advanced Facial Surgery and Plastic Surgery Centers.

An intricate mechanism like the hand requires highly specialized care. The specialists of our 

HAND CENTER are fellowship-trained to diagnose and treat problems and diseases of the hands 

and wrists. We cover the Seton Family of Hospitals and offer services to treat everything from 

sports injuries to trauma reconstruction to congenital hand conditions. If your hands or wrists 

hurt, call us.  We’re lending a helping hand to restore function and improve quality of life for all in Central Texas.

To schedule a consultation, please call toll-free (877) 977-3866.

SetonPlasticSurgery.com

Austin
Clinical Education Center 
at Brackenridge
1400 N IH-35, 
Suite 320
Austin, TX 78701

Round Rock
Seton Williamson 

Medical Plaza I
301 Seton Parkway, 

Suite 402
Round Rock, TX 78665

512-568-4147
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ZIP code Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Price Sq. ft. Agent Phone Agency

78701 360 Condominiums 360 Nueces St. 1br/1ba $319,900 796 Mark Murrell 689-1373 J.B. Goodwin, Realtors

78701 360 Condominiums 360 Nueces St. 1br/1ba $259,900 760 Jeffrey Walker 947-8836 Prudential Texas Realty

78701 Brazos Place Condo 800 Brazos St. 1br/1ba $209,000 623 Leslie Crider 626-9249 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78701 Railyard Condo 201 Fourth St. 1br/1ba $180,000 621 Robin LeTourneau 577-3263 Private Label Realty

78701 Railyard Condo 201 Fourth St. 1br/1ba $159,900 528 Dean Erickson 328-3588 Keller Williams Realty

78701 Sabine Street Condo 507 Sabine St. 2br/2ba $379,995 1,426 Russell Martinez 691-9383 e-Executive Realty

78701 Towers Town Lake Condo 40 I-35 2br/2ba $337,000 1,533 Mark Griffiths 299-7207 Best Agents in Texas

78703 Brown Herman 2105 Westover Road 3br/2ba $399,000 1,400 Julian Drakeford 751-5996 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78703 Brykerwoods 1708 Northwood Road 3br/2ba $438,900 2,596 Reisha Lacey 351-9280 Austin City Living

78703 Brykerwoods 3214 Beverly Road 2br/2ba $399,000 1,425 Doug Roberts 731-5105 Moreland Properties

78703 Brykerwoods 3204 Glenview Ave. 2br/1ba $445,000 1,192 Ron Finn 433-6704 RE/MAX Round Rock

78703 Edgemont 1409 Northwood Road 4br/3ba $1,020,000 2,822 Leslie Davenport 771-0284 Moreland Properties

78703 Edgemont 1503 Northwood Road 3br/2ba $725,000 2,401 Courtney Oldham 531-2904 Keller Williams Realty

78703 Enfield 1605 Wethersfield Road 2br/2ba $465,000 1,659 Leslie Davenport 771-0284 Moreland Properties

78703 Enfield 1510 Hartford Road 2br/2ba $465,000 1,679 Jessica Bruehl 532-5005 Keller Williams Realty

78703 Enfield 1609 Hartford Road 3br/3ba $575,000 2,350 Tina Dugey-Miscoe 914-7000 Keller Williams Realty

78703 Enfield Challenge condo 2508 Enfield Road 2br/2ba $181,983 967 Gary Gentry 794-6728 Keller Williams Realty

78703 Enfield Townhomes 2605 Enfield Road 2br/1ba $168,650 849 Rosalia Nassaux 826-3111 Sellstate Classic Realty

78703 Happy Hollow 1910 34th St. 3br/2ba $425,000 1,750 Judith Arnold 431-9244 Amelia Bullock, Realtors

78703 Hillview Oaks 2002 Exposition Blvd. 4br/2ba $524,500 2,097 Paul Reddam 300-2995 Homesville Real Estate

78703 Lakehouse Condo 1500 Scenic Drive 2br/2ba $659,000 1,292 Eric Moreland 924-8442 Moreland Properties

78703 Pemberton Heights 2406 Pemberton Parkway 4br/4ba $1,665,000 4,242 Jocelyn Potts Johnson 480-0449 Moreland Properties

78703 Pemberton Heights 1512 Gaston Ave. 3br/3ba $839,900 2,138 Mary Jane Moran 656-7600 Moreland Properties

78703 Shelley Heights 1106 Maufrais St. 3br/2ba $850,000 2,858 Sherri Williams 732-3820 Keller Williams Realty

78703 Spear, G.W. 1621 12th St. 3br/2ba $429,000 2,260 Jeff Pierce 413-6758 Prudential Texas Realty

78703 Tarrytown 3302 Gilbert St. 4br/3ba $1,250,000 3,330 Fred Meyers 517-2300 Austin City Living

78703 Tarrytown 2003 Indian Trail 3br/2ba $520,000 1,707 Jocelyn Potts Johnson 480-0449 Moreland Properties

78703 Tobin & Johnson 1703 Schulle Ave. 5br/5ba $1,150,000 4,156 Tina Dugey-Miscoe 914-7000 Keller Williams Realty

78703 Tobin & Johnson 3206 Enfield Road 5br/3ba $599,000 2,478 Melissa Webb 762-2630 Turnquist Partners, Realtors

78703 Walsh Place 1601 Robin Hood Trail 4br/4ba $825,000 4,070 Jon Grubb 294-6950 Keller Williams Realty

78703 Westfield condo 1404 Norwalk Lane 2br/2ba $169,900 1,032 Jessica Bruehl 532-5005 Keller Williams Realty

78703 Westfield condo 2205 Woodmont Ave. 3br/3ba $670,000 2,127 Leslie Davenport 771-0284 Moreland Properties

78704 1401 Hillmont condo 1401 Hillmont St. 3br/2ba $524,900 1,998 Jaymes Willoughby 347-9599 Keller Williams Realty

78704 Barton Oaks 1803 Eastham Cove 4br/3ba $275,000 2,120 Austin Jones 627-9735 Property Consultants of Austin

78704 Bartonplace Condo 1600 Barton Springs 1br/1ba $350,000 683 Julie Woche 470-4663 Private Label Realty

78704 Bouldin 608 Annie St 3br/1ba $299,000 792 Karen Liddy 971-0076 Moreland Properties

78704 Bouldin Creek Cottages 1011 Brodie St. 3br/2ba $249,900 1,160 Natalie Bain 657-5596 J.B. Goodwin, Realtors

78704 Horseshoe Bend 2645 Barton Hills Drive 4br/2ba $390,000 1,960 Huston Dorris 413-6780 Keller Williams Realty

78704 Kinney Mues condo 1607 Ravey St. 2br/2ba $489,000 1,766 Richard Caprioli 294-8968 Turnquist Partners, Realtors

78704 Oak Ridge Heights 2606 Third St. 2br/1ba $229,000 840 Bonnie Broyles 422-3034 Keller Williams Realty

REAL ESTATE

Market Data Central Austin

Price Range

Number of homes for sale/Average days on market

78701 78703 78704 78731 78751 78756 78757

Less than $149,000 5/3 1/3 22/76 17/98 16/129 5/44 24/131

$150,000–$199,900 9/97 11/97 29/105 14/113 13/93 5/152 12/104

$200,000–$299,900 23/136 14/117 61/79 19/91 19/112 5/35 34/119

$300,000–$399,900 31/165 18/153 44/79 29/90 22/132 15/34 25/78

$400,000–$499,900 6/73 36/71 36/81 32/91 10/68 9/81 8/24

$500,000–$599,900 3/121 19/111 20/189 23/72 6/126 4/78 1/30

$600,000–$799,900 5/93 27/113 22/92 16/56 5/55 5/129 1/40

$800,000–$999,900 4/81 30/79 4/94 5/98 1/93 - -

$1 million + 12/101 42/101 3/259 22/188 - - -

Month

Number of homes sold/Median price

78701 78703 78704 78731

March 2011 13/$339,000 25/$560,000 33/$299,000 27/$449,950

March 2010 17/$399,900 30/$457,500 50/$281,750 30/$505,500

Month 78751 78756 78757

March 2011 16/$262,450 9/$369,000 25/$259,900

March 2010 12/$267,500 8/$402,500 24/$239,000

On the market*  (As of April 1, 2011) Monthly home sales*

*Market Data include condominiums, townhomes and houses.

Market Data provided by 
the Austin Board of Realtors

Property Listings
ZIP code guide
78701 Downtown
78703 West Austin
78704 South/Central
78731 Northwest/Central
78751 Hyde Park
78756 Brentwood
78757 Burnet Road/Anderson Lane

3302 Gilbert St. $1,250,000

2645 Barton Hills Drive $390,000

2508 Enfield Road $181,983

2105 Westover Road $399,000
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For more residential real estate listings, visit more.impactnews.com/12252

Residential real estate listings added to the market between 03/15/11 and 04/07/11 were included and provided by the Austin Board of Realtors, www.abor.com. Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of 
this listing, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

ZIP code Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Price Sq. ft. Agent Phone Agency

78704 South Heights 708 Gibson St. 2br/1ba $299,000 1,012 Karen Liddy 971-0076 Moreland Properties

78704 Southridge 1610 Southgate Circle 3br/2ba $310,000 1,376 Alison Thibert 589-8940 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78704 The Ivy Condominiums 3204 Manchaca Road 2br/2ba $175,000 920 Gregory Cooper 565-0499 Goldwasser Real Estate

78704 The Ivy Condominiums 3204 Manchaca Road 1br/1ba $122,000 520 Gregory Cooper 565-0499 Goldwasser Real Estate

78704 The Ivy Condominiums 3204 Manchaca Road 1br/1ba $111,000 420 Gregory Cooper 565-0499 Goldwasser Real Estate

78704 The Ivy Condominiums 3204 Manchaca Road 2br/2ba $165,000 900 Gregory Cooper 565-0499 Goldwasser Real Estate

78704 Travis Heights 806 Rosedale Terrace 3br/2ba $1,899,000 4,117 Kenneth Hilbig 751-4306 Moreland Properties

78704 Village at Kinney Court 2730 Kinney Oaks Court 4br/3ba $465,000 2,205 Tonya Nieto 914-8040 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78704 West Park addition 3304 Westland Drive 3br/2ba $309,000 1,204 Sherri Williams 732-3820 Keller Williams Realty

78731 Cliff Over Lake Austin 5600 Palisade Court 4br/3ba $725,000 3,275 Becky Griner 917-5712 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78731 Courtyard 5805 Harrington Cove 4br/2ba $420,000 2,294 Joan Price 775-8942 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78731 Edgecliff Nw Condo 7122 Wood Hollow Drive 2br/1ba $171,900 1,158 Gay Puckett 502-7787 J.B. Goodwin, Realtors

78731 Edwards Mountain 3905 Edwards Mountain Drive 4br/3ba $549,000 2,806 Carol Dochen 345-2227 Carol Dochen Realtors, Inc.

78731 Green Trails Estates 7804 Chimney Cors 4br/2ba $450,000 2,772 Bettye Turner 241-1745 J.B. Goodwin, Realtors

78731 Highland Park West 4903 Crestway Drive 5br/3ba $819,000 3,566 Rebecca Spratlin 694-2191 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78731 Highland Park West 4906 Balcones Drive 3br/3ba $750,000 2,477 Georgia Levin 461-2051 Amelia Bullock, Realtors

78731 Highland Park West 3106 Perry Lane 3br/2ba $469,000 2,108 Jennifer Smith 535-7665 Keller Williams Realty

78731 Highland Park West 3205 W. Highland Terrace 3br/2ba $514,900 2,542 Paul Reddam 300-2995 Homesville Real Estate

78731 Las Colinas 3615 Las Colinas Drive 3br/2ba $162,500 1,291 Jo Carol Snowden 480-0848 Moreland Properties

78731 Northwest Hills 6200 Mesa Drive 4br/2ba $835,000 3,071 Greg Young 587-1337 Keller Williams Realty

78731 Northwest Hills 6002 Spancreek Circle 4br/2ba $439,900 2,064 Chad Goldwasser 420-0300 Goldwasser Real Estate

78731 Northwest Hills 4016 Sierra Drive 4br/4ba $695,000 3,720 Jocelyn Potts Johnson 480-0449 Moreland Properties

78731 Northwest Hills 4022 North Hills Drive 4br/2ba $515,000 2,990 Robyn Mosner 913-5593 RE/MAX Capital City III

78731 Northwest Hills 3808 Hillbrook Drive 4br/2ba $549,000 2,925 Carol Dochen 345-2227 Carol Dochen Realtors, Inc.

78731 Oakmont Heights 1908 39th St. 2br/1ba $300,000 1,232 Julie Delgado 554-2653 Keller Williams Realty

78731 Shinoak Valley 3912 Dry Creek Drive 4br/2ba $550,000 2,723 James Valadez 695-8430 Keller Williams Realty

78731 Shoalwoods addition 2605 Pembrook Trail 3br/3ba $795,000 3,963 Elizabeth Wiewall 484-3393 Property Consultants of Austin

78731 Terraces 3845 Ranch Road 2222 2br/2ba $175,000 1,167 Robert Guest 567-1672 Keller Williams Realty

78731 Trails 4104 Ridgeline Trail 3br/2ba $299,000 1,947 Lynn Wilkinson 343-7500 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78751 Highland Terrace 203 55th St. 2br/2ba $319,000 1,360 Clayton Bullock 480-0848 Moreland Properties

78751 Highlands 5013 Avenue G 2br/2ba $525,000 2,752 Jane Adsley Chopp 422-6868 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78751 Hyde Park addition 4001 Avenue D 3br/2ba $497,000 2,180 Anita Dallas 626-9885 Habitat Hunters

78751 Hyde Park addition 4312 Avenue G 2br/2ba $410,000 1,010 Sharon Smith 914-1217 Amelia Bullock, Realtors

78751 Hyde Park annex 4515 Avenue G 3br/2ba $495,000 2,228 Jessica Licona 637-8434 Keller Williams Realty

78751 Patterson Heights 4709 Duval Road 2br/1ba $289,000 955 Suzanne Pringle 217-1047 Amelia Bullock, Realtors

78756 Allandale 5702 Bull Creek Road 2br/2ba $435,000 1,759 Leslie Davenport 771-0284 Moreland Properties

78756 Crestmont addition 5005 Shoalwood Ave. 3br/2ba $355,000 1,414 Arlene Maze 789-1892 Carol Dochen Realtors, Inc.

78756 North Loop Terrace 5401 Joe Sayers Ave. 3br/2ba $299,000 2,318 Nathan Vargo 417-0220 Lee Real Estate Services Inc.

78756 North Street condo 1408 North St. 2br/2ba $314,900 1,579 Nason Hengst 775-7900 Keller Williams Realty

78756 Skyland Terrace 5315 Sunshine Drive 2br/1ba $324,500 1,052 Paul Reddam 300-2995 Homesville Real Estate

78757 Allandale Estates 8310 Daleview Drive 3br/2ba $249,500 1,220 Peggy Little 970-7349 J.B. Goodwin, Realtors

78757 Allandale Park 2905 Whiteway Drive 3br/2ba $459,500 1,734 Jimmy Gilmore 657-8671 Presidio Group, Realtors

78757 Allandale Place 8115 Parkdale Drive 4br/2ba $249,900 1,513 Peggy Little 970-7349 J.B. Goodwin, Realtors

78757 Brentwood Townhome 1723 Brentwood St. 3br/2ba $324,900 1,598 Joshua Baellow 627-4937 Austin City Living

78757 Brentwood Townhomes 6601 Goodnight Lane 3br/2ba $344,900 1,662 Joshua Baellow 627-4937 Austin City Living

78757 Crestview addition 1710 Piedmont Ave. 4br/2ba $439,990 2,128 Jimmy Rado 821-8872 David Weekley Homes

78757 Crestview addition 1810 Morrow St. 3br/2ba $259,900 1,166 Cindy Reeder 250-0230 RE/MAX Capital City

78757 Meadowlawn addition 7815 Hardy Drive 3br/1ba $255,000 1,332 Thomas Cheng 832-298-7133 Keller Williams Realty

78757 Northtowne West 8017 Rockwood Lane 3br/2ba $224,900 1,224 Carrie York 801-0436 Austin Real Pros, Realtors

78757 Treadwell addition 6309 Shoal Creek Blvd. 4br/3ba $399,900 2,974 Paul Reddam 300-2995 Homesville Real Estate

78757 Wooten Park 1503 Fairfield Drive 3br/2ba $165,000 1,260 Heather Witte 671-0421 Keller Williams Realty

78757 Wooten Park 8100 Burrell Drive 3br/1ba $249,583 1,356 Richard Payton 484-4501 Turnquist Partners, Realtors

REAL ESTATE

Property Listings

4016 Sierra Drive $695,000

5805 Harrington Cove $420,000

5401 Joe Sayers Ave. $299,000

1810 Morrow St. $259,900

1610 Southgate Circle $310,000

5013 Avenue G $525,000


