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and the future of Texas sports.
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 Power outages | 10
Austin Mayor Lee Leffingwell takes a 
stand against ERCOT for not notifying 
the city of the Feb. 2 rolling power 
outages ahead of time
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Boardwalk trail on schedule
The recently approved Lady Bird Lake 
boardwalk trail, funded by the 2010 
Mobility Bond, is on target, officials said.
more.impactnews.com/11655

 South by Southwest | 16
Find out what’s new for 2011 and locate 
the best place to park downtown

Brave New Books | 19 
Harlan Dietrich opened Brave New Books 

in 2006 as a center for the community

Residents: Noise policy 
out of tune, needs revision

Developers seek city approval 
for 26-story downtown hotel

Amplified sound causes stir throughout Central Austin

Boutique hotel set to replace Sky Lounge on Congress Avenue

By Andrea Leptinsky
An influx of residents in Central 

Austin is causing growing pains 
that have some spending thou-
sands of dollars to “noise proof” 
their homes in an effort to block 
outside sounds, local leaders say.

Noise pollution has become 
more of an issue over time as 
downtown and its surround-
ing neighborhoods have evolved 
into residential destinations. Still, 
pockets of downtown that lie next 
to those neighborhoods, such 
as West Sixth Street and Rainey 
Street, are sought out as nightlife 
hotspots. The increased activity 
is affecting residents miles away, 

By Bobby Longoria
The call for new lodging downtown may 

soon be answered with the construction of a 
26-story boutique hotel near the intersection 
of Congress Avenue and Fifth Street.

Mike McHone, the project consultant for 
the hotel, said he, architect Jeff Krolicki and 
civil engineer Bradley Lingvai seek to change 
the building’s zoning from Central Business 
District use to CBD Central Urban Redevel-
opment zoning, also known as CBD-CURE 
zoning, which will allow the project to build 
to its intended height of 26 stories with up to 
130 hotel rooms. They will also seek historic 
zoning for the building. 

The site at 416 Congress Ave. is currently 

said Jamie Lagarde, past president 
of the Downtown Austin Neigh-
borhood Association.

“What’s happening is you have 
an area that is really not designed 
for a residential community, but 
that’s what it is now,” Lagarde 
said. “I think downtown is really 
becoming much more of a resi-
dential neighborhood than it has 
ever been before. And some of 
those things have to be looked at.” 

One problem is the City of Aus-
tin’s designation of an “entertain-
ment district,” which gives special, 
more lenient noise allowances 
to certain areas. The proposed 
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By Andrea Leptinsky
Developers, city officials and 

other stakeholders will soon 
need to rethink how Austin 
and its surrounding areas con-
tinue to grow, due to projec-
tions of population, utility use 
and transportation, according 
to a report released in February 
by the Capital Area Council of 
Governments.

Unincorporated areas out-
side major cities within the 
10-county Central Texas 
region will see significant 
pressure placed on their cur-
rent water systems as the 
population continues to grow 
outside Travis County. And 
because Travis County holds 
the majority of the jobs offered 
within the region, transporta-
tion into and out of the county 
will see significant pressure. 
These strains will force local 
and county officials to rethink 
how they grow their areas, the 
report concluded.

“The combination of the 
expense of that, especially in 
the current budget environ-
ment, may really change the 
growth pattern we thought we 
were looking at in the last few 
years,” said David Fowler, CAP-
COG senior planner.

Setting a direction
In late 2009, CAPCOG’s exec-

utive committee—composed 
of mayors, judges, commis-
sioners and council members 
from Central Texas munici-
palities and counties—ordered 
the organization to produce an 

CAPCOG: Future  
may alter local 
growth plans

See Hotel | 12

See Noise | 11 See CAPCOG | 13

the home of a red brick–lined building leased 
by Sky Lounge, a nightclub and bar. By using 
historical photos, McHone and developers 
said they hope to restore the building to its 
original appearance.

“We are creating a downtown location that 
is very much a part of the historical downtown 
area,” McHone said. “And yet we are creating a 
new vibrancy, with the addition of a well set-
back, contemporary, high-rise boutique hotel.”

Creating the right design
Despite its height, the building will reflect a 

modern sensibility respecting the site’s history, 
developers say.
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Developers said they would incorporate the building’s 
historical façade into the new hotel’s design.
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Where were you when 
the music died? No, I am 
not talking about the plane 
crash immortalized in 
Don McLean’s iconic song 
“American Pie.” I am refer-

ring to something more recent than that, to 
which too many of us have been witness.

The music first died for me while sitting 
outside Shady Grove a few years ago. At 
one moment I was enjoying the sweet 
sounds of what makes Austin the so-
called “music capital of the world,” but 
the next moment was filled by the roar of 
traffic from Barton Springs Road. I am far 
from a musician, but this was not a pleas-
ant cord change to say the least. 

Unfortunately, it was a bit later I learned 
a neighbor across from Shady Grove had 
called the city to inform them the show 
was exceeding our city’s noise ordinance. 
Soon after, the decibel level was verified 

and I assume the plug was pulled.
As Austin continues to grow and 

expand, our cultural ties to music are 
beginning to reach farther out into the 
suburbs, placing this issue on our door-
steps. While I do recognize the need for 
a noise ordinance, it seems we all must 
do a better job of working together to 
find a solution fitting for all. Take a look 
at Andrea Leptinsky’s front page story 
for a more in-depth look at how the City 
of Austin and residents are working to 
resolve the area’s noise issue.

With SXSW around the corner, the 
city will surely explode with music and 
events. Just be mindful of others, and 
remember what makes this city great in 
the first place.
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Local jobs
Post your résumé and search for local  
jobs at impactnews.jobing.com.

Reshaping urban Austin
more.impactnews.com/11259

“Downtown is the heart of Austin, both economically and 
culturally. If we don’t find more ways to move people around 
and get people into the city without cars, the entire region 
will suffer.”

—Anonymous

City seeks to change parking  
meter hours
more.impactnews.com/11260 

“I like it. Of course we need money. Private lots are charging; 
why shouldn’t the city?” 

—Anonymous 

“There was plenty of available parking downtown before the 
city let parking lot companies take over all the free garages 
and the valet companies began monopolizing all the street 
parking, preventing any ‘parking turnover.’ We can’t let such 
ridiculous ideas be passed into law.” 

—Anonymous

“I wonder how much that year-long study cost Austin’s taxpay-
ers? This sort of extortion from our city ‘leaders’ cannot be al-
lowed … Ultimately the city needs to curtail wasteful spending 
instead of pinning their indiscretions on the taxpayers.”

—Anonymous

Travis Baker
tbaker@impactnews.com

Online-exclusive content
Visit the Central Austin home page for  
up-to-date community news, information 

and a full calendar of local events. Find us online at 
impactnews.com/central-austin.

Impact your inbox
Sign up to receive Community Impact 
Newspaper’s weekly updates at 
impactnews.com/signup.
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December employment trends

Central Texas unemployment—6.8%
Down from 7.1% in November

State unemployment—8.3%*
Up from 8.2% in November

National unemployment—9.4%*
Down from 9.8% in November

In the Austin area, trade, transportation and utilities 
added 300 jobs; information added 200 jobs; and 
education and health services added 100 jobs.

Sources: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Texas Workforce Commission

*Seasonally adjusted numbers



4 | NEWS | Community Impact Newspaper • Central Austin Edition

UFCU 
Mortgage 
Services in 
Lakeway

Our Lakeway Mortgage Professionals 
can provide expert advice and a wide 
variety of home loans. Come talk to us 
about Jumbo loans, an FHA mortgage for 
your �rst home or a construction loan. 
In addition to mortgage services, UFCU’s 
newest location also provides 24/7 access 
to an ATM which accepts deposit.

Lakeway Mortgage Services
1213 Ranch Road 620 South  

Lakeway, TX 78734

Monday – Friday 8:30 AM – 5:30 PM
or by appointment

Stop by and meet our friendly and 
professional UFCU representatives who 
are dedicated to serving our community.

(512) 997-HOME                 ufcu.org

512-568-4147
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9
News or questions about Central Austin? 
E-mail ctanews@impactnews.com.

Lush Cosmetics is scheduled to open by the end 
of February in the former Avalon Hair Salon space.

6

Dive Bar & Lounge will soon open in mid-Central 
Austin, at 1703 Guadalupe St.

7

The State Theatre reopened in January, after  
closing in 2006 due to a water main break.

9

The Saxon Pub opened a new location in the 
Austin-Bergstrom International Airport in January.

IMPACTS
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The Salt Lick opened a new mobile food trailer at 
the Longhorn Food Court in November.

3

Downtown Austin 

Now Open

1  Roving food trailer Coreanos  
recently opened to serve Korean and 
Mexican-style dishes to downtown diners. 
Menu items range from $3.50 to $6 and 
include Korean barbecue burritos, Kim 
Cheese Fries and bacon-wrapped hot 
dogs with optional toppings. The trailer 
is located at the intersection of Congress 
Avenue and 16th Street for lunch during 
the week and travels to other downtown 
locations for dinner; check its website for 
a schedule. www.coreanostx.com, Twitter: 
@coreanosTX

2  Doc Munchies, a food trailer based 
at the intersection of Red River and East 
Sixth streets, serves bite-size, Minnesota-
style fried minidoughnuts from 9 p.m. to 
2 a.m. on the weekends. One to-go bag of 
minidoughnuts sells for $3.50. Twitter: 
DocMunchies

3  A Salt Lick Bar-B-Q trailer opened 
at the Longhorn Food Court, 1901 Rio 
Grande St., in November. Menu items 
include Louisiana Sliders, quesadillas, 
barbecue sandwiches, salads, tacos and 
others. www.saltlickbbq.com

4  Executive chef Ben Crockett is the 
mastermind behind Sushi Box located at 
215 Congress Ave. The new sushi eatery, 
based in a converted shipping container, 
serves rolls, nigiri and salads. 851-0001,  
Twitter: @SushiBoxAustin

5  The Crawshay Gallery opened  
Nov. 22 in The Omni Hotel, 701 Brazos 
St. The collection features unique high-
resolution photographs of landscapes 
and skylines from cities around the 
world, but focuses primarily on scenes 
throughout Austin. 394-8694,  
www.crawshaygallery.com

Coming Soon

6  Lush Cosmetics, a British bath and 
body products retailer, announced Jan. 
20 it will open its new storefront at 1012 
W. Sixth St., located near Amy’s Ice 
Creams and Waterloo Records. The store 
is expected to open by mid-March.  
www.lushusa.com, Twitter:  
@lushcosmetics

7  Dive Bar & Lounge, located at 1703 
Guadalupe St., is expected to open in 
March. The midtown hangout will serve 
beer, wine and mixed drinks.  
www.diveaustin.com, Twitter:  
@diveaustin

San Antonio–based MadDogs British 
Pub announced plans in January to 
open three locations in Austin. While 
a location on Sixth Street is being 
considered, specific sites have yet to be 
released. www.maddogs.net, Twitter:  
@maddogspubs

Expansions

8  Nightlife hotspot Kung Fu Saloon, 
510 Rio Grande St., will open a second 
location on Washington Avenue in 

Houston. The new establishment, Kung 
Fu Player Two, is expected to open in 
mid-March. www.kungfusaloon.com

In the News

9  Downtown’s historical State Theatre, 
719 Congress Ave., reopened at the end 
of January, after closing in 2006 due to a 
broken water main. The theater’s iconic 
neon sign was re-lit Feb. 1, and comedian 
Christopher Titus served as its first act to 
perform since the reopening. 

The Saxon Pub celebrated the grand 
opening of its newest location at the 
Austin-Bergstrom International Airport 
on Jan. 26. In addition to the pub’s drink 
offerings, the space, located across from 
Gate 5, will showcase live music acts 
Thursday and Friday from 2–4 p.m. The 
Saxon Pub also operates its main location 
at 1320 S. Lamar Blvd. www.abia.org 

Austin City Limits and SXSW Showcase 
announced Feb. 8 they will co-host an 
Austin City Limits taping of musical 
act Widespread Panic on March 17. The 
event is the first combined Austin City 
Limits taping and SXSW Showcase event. 
ACL Series Executive Producer Terry 
Lickona said the event will help mark the 
band’s 25th anniversary. The show will 
be open to SXSW music and platinum 
badges, festival wristband holders and to 
Friends of Austin City Limits.  
www.austincitylimits.org

Silicon Valley, Calif.–based Coulomb 
Technologies will install up to 200 electric 
vehicle charging stations throughout 
Austin by the summer, the company 
announced in February. Locations will 
include certain libraries, parking lots 
and City Hall. The stations will be a mix 
of 110-volt stations for motorbikes and 
motorcycles and 240-volt stations for cars. 
www.coulombtech.com

Bedandbreakfast.com, headquartered at 
700 Brazos St., Ste. B-700, signed a deal 
in early February to sell its room listings 
through discount hotel room mega site 
Priceline.com. The agreement allows 
Bedandbreakfast.com to list more than 700 
rooms throughout 30 countries on the site. 
www.bedandbreakfast.com, Twitter:  
@BnBDeals

Whole Foods Market Inc. has launched 
a new meat-rating system to gauge 
how farm animals were treated during 
their upbringing. The five-step system 
will appear on beef, chicken and pork 
and was created by the Global Animal 
Partnership, a nonprofit organization that 
helps improve animal agriculture.  
www.wholefoodsmarket.com
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Now Open

10  Lorie Young recently opened Wax 
That, a specialty waxing studio, at 2900 
S. Congress Ave., Ste. 205. The studio 
offers services for both men and women, 
and also features a new decorative 
technique that applies Swarovski crystals 
to the skin at the top of the bikini line. 
789-8019, www.waxthataustin.com

11  Bits and Druthers, a food trailer that 
specializes in British food items, opened 
recently at the East Side Drive-In, 1001 
E. Sixth St. The trailer, operated by Mike 
Kelley, offers fish and chips with coleslaw 
for $9. Menu options range in price from 
$3 to $11. Twitter: @bitsanddruthers

12  Time Warner Cable held a grand 
opening ceremony for its new retail center 
on Feb. 18 at 1000 E. 41st St., Ste. 920, in 
the Hancock Center. The retail center will 
serve as a customer service destination for 
clients of Time Warner Cable and is open 
from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday through 
Friday. www.timewarnercable.com

13  Glenn Williams opened NV21 
Boutique, 1003 E. 52nd St., in December. 
Williams converted a former residence 
into the boutique, which sells chic and 
trendy apparel for women. 807-6435, 
www.nv21online.com

14  Pam and Steve Fuquay opened 
Marco’s Pizza, 5020 Burnet Road, in late 
January. The 4,100-square-foot restaurant 
serves as a food court that also houses 
Subway and Swirly Birds frozen yogurt 
shop. The building also features seven 
flat-screen televisions and will soon gain a 
liquor license to sell wine and beer.  
454-4444, www.marcos.com

15  Cloud 9 Cotton Candy opened 
recently at 9322 N. Lamar Blvd., serving 
14 flavors of cotton candy for large 
groups, events and parties. Flavors 
include sour lemon, banana, blue 
raspberry, cherry and pina colada. An 

order of one-flavored cotton candy for 
five people is $15. 264-4403,  
www.cloud9cottondcandy.com

16 Pathway to Fitness, 4009 Medical 
Parkway, opened Jan. 3. The center, 
owned by Michelle Persica, provides 
personal training and massage therapy. 
Persica has worked in the personal 
training industry for 20 years. 970-3392, 
www.pathwaytofitness.net

17  Raymond Tatum opened Three Little 
Pigs food trailer in early February at 1209 
Rosewood Ave. The food trailer serves 
pork fused with influences from around 
the globe. Menu items include sesame 
pancake with baby bok choy and a fried 
egg ($4) and a pork belly slider with maple 
soy glaze ($6). Twitter: @3LittlPigs

18 Chris Sanchez and Patrick Ortiz 
opened Simply Fit Meals, 2405 Nueces 
St., in February. The business provides 
prepackaged meals created by a dietician 
for people on the go. It also offers special 
payment plans for college students. 
Options for all daily meals are offered, 
including oatmeal, pasta and stir-fry 
dishes. 473-8300, www.simplyfitmeals.com

19 Homestyle food trailer Ugly Banjos 
opened in December at the East Side 
Drive-In, 1001 E. Sixth St. Owners Mike 
Hegar and Matthew Schaefer serve dishes 
such as lonestar egg rolls, Jimmy Crack 
Chicken and the Peach Cobbler Sammich. 
www.uglybanjos.com, Twitter:  
@UglyBanjos

20 Diner on Wheels opened Jan. 8 at 
1600 S. Congress Ave. The trailer, owned 
by Jerry Honnel, serves chicken sliders, 
tacos, hot dogs and its trademark New 
Mexico green chile stew. Menu items are 
priced below $10. www.dineronwheels.net, 
Twitter: @dineronwheels

21 Jason Umlas opened Lucky J’s Chicken 
and Waffles, his first brick-and-mortar 
restaurant, at 5035 Burnet Road in January. 
The shop, located in the former home of 
The Sandwich Joint, offers collard beans, 
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GRACE ARTS PROJECT
PRESENTS

THE ATTIC FILM FEST 2011
The Best in Christian Independent Film

www.atticfilmfest.org

at Austin Stone 
Community Church

For The City Center
500 East St. Johns

Austin, TX. 78752

MARCH

25–26
NOW WITH SIX AUSTIN LOCATIONS! 
MORE INFO AT MAUDIES.COM
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ZACH Theatre broke ground on its new 420-seat theater Feb. 2. The state-of-the-art Topfer Theatre will 
become part of ZACH’s performance and theater education campus on South Lamar Boulevard.

News or questions about Central Austin? 
E-mail ctanews@impactnews.com.

Selling 14 flavors of cotton candy, Cloud 9 Cotton 
Candy opened in January along North Lamar  
Boulevard. Owner Crystal Handy operates Cloud 9 
out of a mobile food trailer. 

15

24
Monkey Nest Coffee will soon open in the former 
location of Bethesda Resale at 5353 Burnet Road. 

23

macaroni and cheese, red beans and rice, 
gumbo and other items from its original 
menu. www.luckyjs.com, Twitter:  
@luckyjsaustin

22 Francisco and Mary Lou Villa opened 
Francisco’s Salon, 1400 S. Congress Ave., 
Feb. 8. The salon is the second venture 
for the couple; their first salon is located 
in Corpus Christi. As part of its grand 
opening festivities, the salon is offering 
first-time customers 50 percent of all 
services through March 31. 707-7626, 
www.franciscossalon.com

Coming Soon

23 The new 420-seat Topfer Theatre, 
202 S. Lamar Blvd., held a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony in early February. The theater 
will serve as a new performance venue for 
the ZACH Theatre group. www.zach.org

24 Monkey Nest Coffee is renovating the 
former building of Bethesda Resale at 5353 
Burnet Road and is expected to open soon.

Expansions

25 Short Bus Subs has commissioned a 
second yellow school bus to serve patrons 
at its new location near the old Mueller 
Airport, 4550 Mueller Blvd. Menu 
items include deli, chicken and veggie 
sandwiches. www.shortbussubs.com, 
Twitter: @ShortBusSubs

Relocations

26 Izzoz Tacos relocated to 1503 S. First 
St. The taco shop was previously located at 
1207 S. First St. www.izzoztacos.com

27 Traditional Martial Arts Academy 
relocated in January to 4220 S. Lamar 
Blvd. The business, owned and operated 
by James and Julie Espy, was previously 
located at 1503 Morgan Lane. The 
academy provides classes in martial 
arts, tai chi, meditation and Qigong for 
customers of all ages. 535-4404,  
www.traditionalmartialartsacademy.com

New Ownership

Debbie Zeitz and Ellen Bradley took over 
ownership of Winn Tutoring on Jan. 21. 
Winn Tutoring provides private, in-
home tutoring to students in grades 5–12 
throughout the city of Austin. Tutors 
assist students in math, science, English, 
reading, social studies and Spanish as well 
as provide SAT preparation. 473-2775, 
www.winntutoring.com

Name Change

28 Flippin’ Grazin’, 3010 S. Lamar 
Blvd., changed its name to Wholly Cow 
Burgers. The burger stand, located in 
the Star Grill Food Mart, sells sliders, 
Reubens, chili and freshly made burgers. 
394-8156, www.whollycowburgers.com

Closed

29 Longhorn Po-Boys and adjacent Lava 
Java, 2901 Medical Arts St., Ste. B, both 
closed last winter.

In the News

30 P. Terry’s Burger Stand, 3303 N. 
Lamar Blvd., now offers breakfast from 
6:30–10:30 a.m. Monday through Friday 
and from 8–11 a.m. Saturday and Sunday.  
The new menu, announced in January, 
includes breakfast potatoes, an egg burger 
and banana bread. www.pterrys.com

Post Properties Inc., the development 
company behind Austin’s Four Seasons 
Residences, announced Feb. 9 it will 
build a $41.7 million apartment complex 
on South Lamar Boulevard. While the 
exact location has not been disclosed, 
the project is expected to include 298 
apartment units and more than 8,500 
square feet of retail space.

Starwood Hotels & Resorts Worldwide 
Inc. announced Jan. 24 its plans to 
open another hotel in Austin, although 
further details were not released. The 
company plans to open more than 20 
hotels in 2011. It also operates the W 

Hotel brand, which opened on Second 
Street in downtown Austin last year.  
www.starwoodhotels.com

Austin-based Campus Advantage, 
a student housing management and 
development firm, announced in early 
February it purchased additional 
housing to add about 2,200 new beds 
to its offerings. The company acquired 
properties at the University of Oregon in 
Eugene, Ore., at Texas A&M University 
in College Station, at the University of 
South Florida in Tampa, Fla., and at the 
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee in 
Milwaukee. www.campusadv.com

TLD Ventures, headquartered in  
Austin, launched digital coupon site 
www.nabthedeal.com in January to help 
customers obtain deals and discounts 
at no cost. NabTheDeal delivers digital 
coupons through e-mail or text messages 
to customers. www.nabthedeal.com

The Center for Child Protection named 
Karen Shultz as its new board of directors 
president in January. The CCP is a 
nationally accredited children’s advocacy 
center. www.centerforchildprotection.org
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Announcing the Seton Heart Institute, the newest member of the 

most advanced academic health care network in Central Texas. 

As part of the Seton Family of Hospitals, our cardiologists will share in the 

educational partnership with UT Southwestern Medical Center, one of the top 

medical schools in the nation, and scientists and professors at UT Austin to bring 

innovative clinical research and the most advanced techniques and treatments 

to Central Texas.

To schedule a consultation, please call (512) 324-3440.  

L E A D E R S  A T  H E A R T

SetonHeart.com

shi_ci.indd   1 1/25/11   11:13 AM
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CALENDAR

Feb. 26 and March 10 
East Riverside Corridor public workshop 
The City of Austin is seeking the public’s 
help in bringing to life its East Riverside 
Corridor master plan. Residents will have the 
chance to offer input on the location of new 
developments and how to balance these 
developments in a way to transform the area 
that provides housing, work and shopping 
for people of all incomes. The city will host a 
follow-up forum March 10 from 6–8:30 p.m.  
to review input from the workshop.   
9 a.m.–noon • Free • Both meetings will be 
held at the Parker Lane United Methodist 
Church, 2105 Parker Lane • 974–2716   
www.eastriversidecorridor.com 

Every first Monday
StorySign at Austin Public Library
Storytime at APL presents a sign language 
story time, songs and craft activity for the 
hearing impaired and families of all ages. This 
event is presented in part by the Texas School 
for the Deaf. • 10:15–11:15 a.m. • Free  
Austin Public Library • 1800 S. Fifth St.  
974–9980 • www.cityofaustin.org/library

Sponsored by

Find more or submit Central Austin events at  
www.impactnews.com/cta/calendar.

For a full list of Central Texas events visit  
www.impactnews.com/austin-metro/calendar.

To have Central Austin events included in the print edition, 
they must be submitted online by the second Friday  
of the month.

Mar. 6
By Andrea Leptinsky

Kites of all shapes and sizes will converge in Zilker Park for the 83rd annual Zilker Kite Festival. 
The festival initially began as a kite tournament created to promote creativity in children in 1929 
by the Exchange Club of Austin. The club partnered with the City of Austin in 1936 to bring the 
festival to Zilker Park, and in 1956 the tournament expanded to include entrants of all ages. 

Activities include kite contests for highest angle kite, strongest pulling kit and most unusual 
kite. A kite-making workshop will be held in the morning, and kites will be available for 
purchase onsite as well. Funds generated from booth fees and concession, T-shirt and kite 
sales will go toward helping central Texas kids lead safe and happy lives.   
10 a.m.–5 p.m. • Free • Zilker Park, 2100 Barton Springs Road • www.zilkerkitefestival.com
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The Zilker Kite Festival draws thousands of people every year to Zilker Park. Created in 1929 by the The 
Exchange Club of Austin, the kite tournament was designed to encourage creativity in children.

Zilker Kite Festival 

11–13  HONK! TX Festival 
Marching bands from across the country are 
taking it to the streets of Austin to deliver 
original, live music inspired by folk music 
traditions with the spirit of Mardi Gras and 
Carnaval. The festival is set to start on East 
Sixth Street, move to Hemphill Park, continue 
on Congress Avenue and end at a theater or 
club to be announced. This nonprofit asks 
for donations to bring this three-day party to 
Austin. Visit www.honktx.org for more details. 

11–20 South by Southwest
SXSW celebrates its 25th anniversary this 
year. The festival has added several new 
events and venues to its already large lineup, 
including new Film venues, Interactive events 
and much more. Visit the festival’s website for 
schedule, admission and location information, 
or turn to Page 16 for a more in-depth look at 
this year’s SXSW lineup.

11–26 Rodeo Austin
Rodeo Austin began in 1938 as The Travis 
County Baby Beef show held downtown. The 
Star of Texas Fair and Rodeo is now a nonprofit 
organization that contributes nearly $1.5 million 
annually to the youth of Texas. The event’s 
lineup includes a livestock show, fair, rodeo 
and concerts. Times and ticket prices range 
depending on the event. www.rodeoaustin.com

23  Shakespeare’s ‘Romeo and Juliet’ 
Director Dominic Dromgoole brings to the 
Austin stage his adaptation of Shakespeare’s 
"Romeo and Juliet" to the Long Center Cinema. 
The play is performed by the Globe Theatre of 
London, starring Ellie Kendrick and Adetomiwa 
Edun. • 2–7 p.m. • General admission ($15), 
students ($10) • The Long Center for the 
Performing Arts, 701 W. Riverside Drive 
457–5100 • www.thelongcenter.org

25–26  The 2011 Attic Film Fest 
This year the Christian film festival will be held 
in conjunction with ATTIC AFRICA, an event 
showcasing the several ministries helping 
African communities in the name of Christ. 
Friday will begin the fest with a screening of 
the Winner’s Circle films that won last year’s 
competition. On Saturday, the five ATTIC 
AFRICA films will be screened, followed by a 
screening of the 2011 Competition Films and 
TAFF’s Academy Award winning film, “MOST.” 
7 p.m. Friday, 10 a.m. Saturday • Free 
admission, donations accepted • Austin Stone 
Community Church’s For the City Center, 500 
E. St. Johns Ave. • 458–6872 

26–27  Zilker Garden Festival 
The 54th annual Zilker Garden Festival will 
include vendors selling plants and garden-
themed arts and crafts, kid’s corner, the 
annual flower show and live music. All 
proceeds will benefit Zilker Botanical Garden.  
10 a.m.–5 p.m. • Adults ($7), children ($3), 
parking ($3) • Zilker Botanical Garden, 2220 
Barton Springs Road • www.ci.austin.tx.us

27  Capitol 10K 
H–E–B presents the 34th annual Statesman 
Capitol 10K, a 6.2-mile race. The largest 10K 
in Texas begins at 8:30 a.m. for wheelchair 
athletes and 9 a.m. for the timed race for 
competitive athletes. The Fun Run & Walk for 
families and everyone in between begins at 
9:05 a.m. Strollers are allowed in the Fun Run 
& Walk, but no dogs are allowed in any race. 
Registration includes a coupon for a pre–race 
pasta dinner at Spaghetti Warehouse, 117 W. 
Fourth St., on March 25 and 26. • Fun Run 
& Walk ($30), timed race ($35) • Register at 
cap10k.edregistration.com 

Ongoing
Feb. 18–March 30
Mosaic Arts International 
The Austin Parks and Recreation Department, 
the Society of American Mosaic Artists and 
the Emma S. Barrientos Mexican American 
Cultural Center present an exhibition of one 
of the world’s oldest art forms. Artists from 10 
countries will submit mosaic pieces in smalti, 
glass tile and metal and prizes will be awarded, 
totaling $5,000 for each category. The center 
is open 10 a.m.–9 p.m. Monday–Thursday, 
10 a.m.–5:30 p.m. Friday and 10 a.m.–4 p.m. 
Saturday. • Emma S. Barrientos Mexican 
American Cultural Center, 600 River Street  
974–3772 • www.cityofaustin.org/macc

February
26  Art Night Austin 
Participants can enjoy a preview of this year’s 
art collections in Austin on a chauffeured 
tour through premier galleries, museums and 
temporary art spaces, stopping for chef-
prepared bites and music. • 6:30–10 p.m., 
after party to follow • $75, tour with after party 
admission ($100) • www.artallianceaustin.org 

Recycled Reads Second Anniversary: 
Twice as Nice 
The Austin Public Library hosts their two-year 
anniversary for Recycled Reads where bargain 
hunters can find vinyl records and comic 
books priced two for one. Two drawings will 
be held for Recycled Reads gift certificates. 
Recycled Reads raises revenue for the APL 
and supports the city’s Go Green initiative.  
Noon–6 p.m. • Free • Austin Public Library, 
5335 Burnet Road • 323–5123   
www.cityofaustin.org/library 

March

Worth the trip
1  Colin Hay of Men at Work
The Scottish-Australian musician gained 
popularity in the 1980s with his band Men 
at Work and their single “Down Under.” Hay 
also played with Ringo Starr & His All-Star 
Band and is currently promoting his 10th solo 
album, “American Sunshine.” • 7 p.m. • $20–
$95 • One World Theatre, 7701 Bee Caves 
Road • 330-9500 • www.oneworldtheatre.org

3  Liza Minnelli at the Long Center
The Long Center welcomes Tony, Oscar, and 
Grammy Award–winning star Liza Minnelli to 
the stage, making her first Austin performance 
in 20 years. Liza and her sextet will be singing 
favorites “New York, New York” and “Cabaret” 
in a one-night-only performance.  
8 p.m. • $39–$119 • The Long Center for 
the Performing Arts, 701 W. Riverside Drive  
457–5100 • www.thelongcenter.org

HAAM’s Fourth Annual Corporate Battle 
of the Bands Kickoff Happy Hour
Since 2005, Health Alliance for Austin 
Musicians has worked to provide Austin’s 
musicians with access to affordable 
healthcare. HAAM will host a kickoff happy 
hour to introduce the public to the 10 
sponsored bands in the 2011 Corporate Battle 
of the Bands, taking place on April 28.   
6–8 p.m. • Free • The Belmont, 305 W. Sixth 
St. • 324–3414 • www.myhaam.org 

5  Texas Independence Day 5K Run
In honor of the 175th anniversary of Texas’ 
independence, Celebrate Texas will host a 5K 
run downtown with a parade to follow. • Run 
begins at 8 a.m., parade begins at 9:30 a.m.  
$20, registration required • Congress Avenue 
Bridge • www.celebratetexas.org 

Online Calendar
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  Austin City Council
Austin City Hall, 301 W. Second St.
974-2497, www.ci.austin.tx.us/council

March 3, 10 and 24, 10 a.m.
City Council meetings are aired live on 
cable Channel 6 and webcast live at 
www.ci.austin.tx.us/channel6.

  Travis County 
Commissioners Court
314 11th St., Austin 
854-9425, www.co.travis.tx.us/
commissioners_court 

Meetings are every Tuesday at 9 a.m.

CITY COUNCIL

Austin

Meetings

Mayor Lee Leffingwell said no advanced notifica-
tion from ERCOT on the outages concerned him.
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Rusty Hale is one of many homeless in Austin who 
were counted by Austin residents Jan. 23.
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City Council faces Open Meetings Act inquiry
Travis County attorney David Escamilla 

announced Jan. 25 that his office received a 
complaint alleging that council members, 
including Mayor Lee Leffingwell, violated 
the Texas Open Meetings Act by meeting 
in private before council meetings.

Austin resident Brian Rodgers filed the 
complaint after meeting with Councilman 
Chris Riley on Dec. 28 to discuss running 

for council and how council members 
communicate with one another.

Rodgers said Riley told him that Leffin-
gwell meets with two council members at a 
time for an hour, and then meets with two 
others after that. Rodgers described the 
private meetings as “walking quorums.”

Rodgers has since withdrawn from run-
ning for City Council.

Surveyors count thousands 
of Austin homeless

Austin City Councilwoman Laura Mor-
rison called for residents’ help Jan. 21 in 
counting Austin’s homeless population, 
saying it was necessary to accurately define 
the number of people living without a 
home in the city. As a result of the effort, 
the city counted 2,465 homeless in Austin.

Blackouts show better 
communication needed, 
Leffingwell says 

Austin Mayor Lee Leffingwell said the 
Feb. 2 rolling power outages were not 
under the city’s control. Instead, they 
were part of the Electric Reliability Coun-
cil of Texas’ strategy to reduce power use 
and re-route power for other cities.

ERCOT operates Texas’ power grid. 
When a power generator is lost in one 
city, it is up to surrounding cities to con-
tribute to the grid. Dottie Roark, spokes-
woman for ERCOT, said the rotating 
outages were a response to several plant 
problems on the evening of Feb. 1.

Although the city and Austin Energy 
are required to feed power to other  
 

cities in times of need, Leffingwell said 
ERCOT gave the city no advanced noti-
fication.

“Had I known that the possibility was 
there, that it might happen and why it 
might happen, I would be much less 
concerned,” Leffingwell said.

Council orders Ott to assist 
AISD through personnel cuts

On Feb. 17 council members directed 
City Manager Marc Ott  to work with 
AISD and develop methods to ensure the 
success of primary and secondary schools 
across the city. The resolution follows a 
Feb. 11 announcement that job cuts could 
top 1,000 throughout the district.

Compiled by Bobby Longoria

First 2010 Mobility Bond 
projects green-lit for design

Austin City Council approved a fund-
ing agreement on Jan. 27 with the Texas 
Department of Transportation for inter-
section improvements on the northbound 
frontage road of I-35 from 53rd Street to 
Barbara Jordan Boulevard.

Drivers traveling north on I-35 and 
exiting 51st Street currently have to delay 
their speed and travel through the Mueller 
development to reach 51st Street. 

The project is one of the first 2010 
Mobility Bond projects to be green lit for 
design. The bond program targets about 50 
projects across the city and region.



impactnews.com • February 2011 | NEWS | 11

* with permit, levels vary 
depending on the week night

San Antonio, TXAustin, TX

de
ci

be
ls

Portland, OR Boulder, CO Sacramento, CA

85

63 60 55 55
until 10 p.m.

on weekends

until 11 p.m. until 10 p.m.

Austin’s noise ordinance 
limits (right) show noise 
rules for different types of 
establishments in the city. 
Other cities’ ordinances 
are vastly different, by 
comparison.

Comparing 
noise allowances

Businesses

no more than 
85 decibels  
10 a.m.–2 p.m.

no more than 
85 decibels 
until midnight 
Friday and Saturday*

no more than 
70 decibels

Restaurants
and bars

Outdoor live 
music

Noise
Continued from | 1

Comment at more.impactnews.com/11630

Downtown Austin Plan calls for only two 
entertainment districts—East Sixth Street 
and the Warehouse District, south of Fifth 
Street. Although other nonentertainment 
downtown districts continue to attract an 
increased population, they still should be 
treated as other residential neighborhoods, 
Lagarde said.

“The desire is, ‘Hey, we should be treated 
like other neighborhoods in Austin,’” he 
said. “There is a big difference between the 
entertainment districts and nonentertain-
ment districts.” 

Noise protection
For now, seeing the city take control of the 

noise pollution in other areas of downtown 
is at the top of some residents’ priority lists.

“I finally spent $25,000 to replace all my 
windows, and the double-paned windows 
helped a lot, but not entirely,” said Barbara 
Epstein, a resident who has been speaking 
out against Austin’s noise ordinance. 

At the time of her window replacement, 
Epstein had been living on 30th Street in 
the Eastwoods neighborhood for 35 years, 
but then found the noise pollution to be 
so bad she moved to Texas Avenue in the 
Hancock neighborhood last year. Even so, 
the noise pollution plagues her despite her 
new home, more than two miles away.

“The way the sound travels depends on 
temperature, air inversions and how high the 
bass is cranked up,” she said. “Some people 
think the sound funnels up Waller Creek.”

Finding a culprit
Lagarde said DANA’s mission to resolve 

the noise problem has nothing to do with 
live music that is played outdoors, which 
requires an outdoor live music permit. 

“The vast majority of complaints DANA 
has heard in the last several years has noth-
ing to do with live music,” he said. “What 
we’re talking about is amplified sound and 
not live music.”

The problem has been attributed to 
amplified sound that is produced by out-
door speakers that are placed on the roofs 
or patios of downtown clubs. Places that 
provide indoor music, such as Austin Music 

Hall and La Zona Rosa, “are examples of 
indoor live music in non-entertainment 
districts, and we don’t get complaints about 
them,” Lagarde said. Instead, establishments 
on West Sixth Street, particularly near the 
intersection of West Sixth and West streets, 
are being targeted as the culprits.

Epstein said the noise pollution went 
from bad to worse just a few months ago. 
Don Pitts, music programs manager with 
the City of Austin, traveled to Epstein’s 
home to do some research. 

“The noise got really bad, and it was bad 
until 2 a.m., which is when Sixth Street 
and the Warehouse District have to close 
down,” Epstein said. “[Pitts] and his col-
league found the offender was a venue on 
Sixth Street.” 

Being accountable
DANA and the city have been work-

ing with Sixth Street venues to resolve the 
amplified sound issue and it has been some-
what successful, Lagarde said. Club owners 
have agreed to reposition speakers to deter 
sound from traveling into residential neigh-
borhoods. The next issue that may arise, 
however, is whether these venues and key 
players continue to adhere to the noise ordi-
nance and whether the ordinance is com-
pletely understood by all those involved.

“You’ve got some people who have been 
bad actors,” Lagarde said. “The decibel levels 
for the communities are too high, and the 
cut-off times are not being enforced. If they 
get a ticket, what happens if they continue to 
break the ordinance? Overall, the challenge 
is that the ordinance is in need of revision.”

Sean Fric, co-owner of J. Black’s Feel Good 
Lounge at 710 W. Sixth St., said the city’s 
noise ordinance is outdated and unfair to 
bars and restaurants. Fric said those estab-
lishments should be allowed to play music, 
without cut-off times, that would stay at the 
same level as ambient traffic noise, which is 
roughly 75 decibels.

“We feel like maybe the reason why [the 
police] weren’t enforcing the sound ordi-
nance before, to the letter of the law, was 
because the letter of the law wasn’t making 
any sense,” Fric said. “Now, when we’ve been 
getting grief because there is a bad actor, it 
[suddenly] gets enforced to the letter of the 
law. It’s too harsh, to go in that direction.”

The future of noise
According to Lagarde, the word around 

town is that city staff are working on an 
overhaul of the noise ordinance to fit down-
town’s growth and newly developed needs. 
This may come as early as spring.

“We have heard it is likely to happen,” Pitts 
said. “Since this is an item being brought 
forward by council, we can’t speculate on 
how it will affect the process until they bring 
something forward.”

Fric said he and fellow bar owners have 
listened to residents and have rearranged 
their speakers to reduce amplified sound. 

But more needs to be done, according to 
Epstein. She continues to work with the city 
to find a solution.

“It has not been resolved,” she said. “The 
noise ordinance doesn’t adequately measure 
bass, which is the main culprit of the long-
distance problem.”

Lagarde said DANA will pursue a reason-
able solution that is fitting for everyone.

“We’re just responding to what residents 
are saying,” he said. “This has been a topic 
as the destiny of downtown Austin has 

increased and the complaint keeps coming 
up more frequently.”

Meanwhile, the city has a revised tempo-
rary noise ordinance that will allow special 
events, such as events included in South 
by Southwest, to use sound equipment and 
work with special noise requirements with-
out applying for a year-long permit. It will 
also allow the city to research the impact of 
additional permits on the community.

“It primarily covers the temporary aspect 
of sound permits,” Pitts said. “It will call for 
a more thorough evaluation of the impact to 
the surrounding businesses and residences.”

The revised temporary ordinance was 
approved by City Council on Feb. 10.

“It really helps us find a balance and get 
the discussion going about how to make 
music vibrant and alive for everybody,” Aus-
tin City Councilwoman Laura Morrison 
said. “It’s not just SXSW, but other festivals 
if you want to have a weekend of outdoor 
music. We knew we needed something on 
the books that would allow that.”

TOPICS INCLUDE:
• FOUNDATIONS OF ETHICS 
• LEGAL ASPECTS OF PRIVATE INVESTIGATIONS IN TEXAS 
• INVESTIGATIVE TECHNIQUES & RESEARCH 
• SURVEILLANCE& UNDERCOVER OPERATIONS 
• CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIONS 
• CIVIL & INSURANCE INVESTIGATIONS 

NEW PROGRAM BEGINS APRIL 8 IN SAN ANTONIO. FREE OPEN HOUSE MARCH 26TH. CALL FOR DETAILS.

866.374.0876 • HTTP://CERTIFICATE.PDI.ORG

A weekend program that prepares or advances you 
in the fi eld of Private Investigations. According to 
Private Security Board rules, this program satisfi es 

one of the qualifi cations for an Investigations 
Company License. Call us for details!

• DOMESTIC AND FAMILY INVESTIGATIONS 
• PRE EMPLOYMENT 
• BACKGROUND & CORPORATE INVESTIGATIONS

• PRACTICE MANAGEMENT 
• SPECIAL TOPICS

• PROCESS SERVING

EARN A CERTIFICATE IN 4.5 MONTHS. 

Source: City of Austin
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Hotel
Continued from | 1

Comment at more.impactnews.com/11631

At three stories with a Roman-
esque design, the building carries 
with it a 117-year history. It was 
built in 1893 for prominent law-
yer James H. Robertson, head of 
Robertson Insurance Law.

The boutique hotel will not 
interfere with the historical 
façade, McHone said, because the 
new hotel will begin 60 feet from 
the front of the original building. 
Krolicki described the exterior 
façade to be an undulating sur-
face that will create a dynamic 
and animated elevation.

Krolicki and his partners said 
they intend to design and build a 
cafe with sidewalk dining, provid-
ing an active and warming pedes-
trian experience.

“Our intent is to create a good 
public entrance into what will 
become a landmark in the city of 
Austin,” Krolicki said. “It will add 
significant value to that section of 
Congress Avenue.”

With a lot size of about 46 feet 
wide by 100 feet long, McHone 
said only seven rooms will be on 
each floor. The hotel’s size will be 
fitting for the downtown drag, 
which lacks a boutique hotel and 
has not seen a new hotel along its 

roadway in more than 40 years. 
The Wilbur Clark Crest Hotel, now 
the Radisson Hotel and Suites, was 
the last to open on Congress Ave-
nue in 1966.

“Each site has to be evaluated 
on its merits, design and func-
tionality,” McHone said. “We 
think we have created the best 
possible solution for this particu-
lar tract of property.”

The project’s reception
Joel Sher, board chair of the 

Downtown Austin Alliance, said 
the DAA has known about the 
new hotel project since May and 
supports it. The DAA is happy to 
see more creative and active uses 
for the block along Congress Ave-
nue, rather than another cocktail 
lounge, Sher said.

The boutique hotel is expected 
to increase business and visibility 
for the area, which Sher said is 
often lacking activity on weekdays.

Parking is the only concern for 
the alliance at this point, he con-
tinued. The hotel is proposing no 
on-site parking, but will provide 
valet parking outside the hotel 
and along Fifth Street. McHone 
said valet service will be avail-
able for anyone, not just hotel 
guests, 24 hours a day, seven days 
a week.

Addressing the lack of hotel 
rooms downtown has always been 
a concern of the alliance, Sher 
said, and the new boutique hotel 
would provide much needed 
space for visitors.

“We are excited to see something 
other than a bar on that part of the 
block,” he said. “That side of Con-
gress could use a little push, and 
this might be the kind of project to 
do it. Hopefully, it will be another 
signature project there on 
Congress Avenue.”

Seeking approval
McHone and Krolicki 

approached the Design 
Commission on Jan. 24 
with the building’s purpose 
and design. The commis-
sion approved the build-
ing’s CBD-CURE zoning 
on the condition that the 
building solely be built as 
a hotel. The commission 
approved historic zoning 
and sidewalk curb realign-
ment for valet parking.

The Downtown Com-
mission also approved 
all three requests by the 
developers at its Jan. 19 
meeting. McHone, Kro-
licki and Lingvai will next 
meet with the Landmark 

Commission, as well as the Zoning 
and Planning Commission, to seek 
further approvals.  

After the project wins approval 
from all relevant commissions, 
it will be up to the Austin City 
Council to decide whether the 
building gets the green light. 
Krolicki said construction could 
begin as early as the summer.

R
en

d
er

in
g 

co
ur

te
sy

 D
ic

k 
C

la
rk

 A
rc

hi
te

ct
ur

e

Existing 
structure

Congress Avenue

26 stories

The existing building, 
which now houses 
Sky Lounge, was 
built in 1893 and first 
housed a law firm.

Developers will build the hotel on a 
lot that is 46 feet wide by 100 feet 
long. Each floor will include seven 
rooms. The building will also require 
CBD-CURE zoning from the city 
because of its height.
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416 Congress Ave.

Restoring Function, 
Returning Independence.

The Seton Institute of Reconstructive Plastic Surgery is the region’s only resource for five highly specialized centers 

of expertise in one place: The Hand, Breast, Wound Care, Craniofacial and Plastic Surgery Centers.

An intricate mechanism like the hand requires highly specialized care. The specialists of our 

HAND CENTER are fellowship-trained to diagnose and treat problems and diseases of the hands 

and wrists. We cover the Seton Family of Hospitals and offer services to treat everything from 

sports injuries to trauma reconstruction to congenital hand conditions. If your hands or wrists 

hurt, call us.  We’re lending a helping hand to restore function and improve quality of life for all in Central Texas.

To schedule a consultation at one of our three convenient locations, please call toll-free (877) 977-3866.

SetonPlasticSurgery.com
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According to the report:

According to the report:

According to the report:

LLANO

BURNET

WILLIAMSON

TRAVISBLANCO

HAYS

CALDWELL

BASTROP

LEE

FAYETTE

183

183

290
290

281

79
77

29

95 21

16

71

71

21

35

35

10

10

One trend identified in the report is 
that while the area has seen job growth, 
many jobs are low-earning jobs in the 
service, retail and hotel industries. And 
the region’s biggest challenge lies within a 
combination of all the previously identi-
fied issues—unplanned growth, transpor-
tation and strain on utilities.

Gary Farmer, president of Heritage 
Title Company and founding chairman 
of Opportunity Austin, a 2004 initiative 
created by the Greater Austin Chamber of 
Commerce, said attracting large, diverse 
companies to Austin is not enough in 
terms of economic development. Success-
fully bringing in jobs will require support 
from residents and leaders who together 
will resolve infrastructure issues, such as 

assessment of growth and development.
“While this may not provide regional 

planning per se, it is an effort to provide 
data and recommendations that might help 
the region grow in a more balanced and sus-
tainable way,” said Travis County Precinct 3 
Commissioner Karen Huber, a member of 
CAPCOG’s executive committee. 

The assessment targeted four areas: water, 
land use, transportation and economic 
development. Each issue was analyzed 
using data from the Texas State Data Center 
and based on what was found, issues were 
identified and policy recommendations for 
improvement were made. The executive 
committee approved the policy recommen-
dations listed in the report in November.

Issue No. 1: Water

“Many of the water systems in rural 
areas that are likely locations for future 
growth do not have adequate capacity 
to handle more than moderate growth. 
Additional water contracts for some of 
these areas may be exceedingly difficult 
to obtain.”

Austin’s water supply is and will remain 
in good standing beyond 2030, Fowler 
said. However, the surrounding areas that 
will soon be developed as a result of growth 
may see a change in how and where it will 
be executed.

“These areas are usually smaller-capacity 
water systems that just happen to cover a 
lot of territory,” he said. “If there were to 
be significant growth in those areas, they 
would need to find further supplies.” 

The most affected areas include the 
southern tip of Travis County, eastern Hays 
County and pockets of land in northern 
and western Caldwell County.

Outside factors that place additional 
pressures on water systems have made local 
leaders question the amount of resources 
the regional land has to offer, such as the 
occurrence of a drought while drawing 
more heavily on water resources.

“I was quite adamant, along with Judge 
Donna Klaeger of Burnet County … that 

our biggest issue related to growth is water,” 
Huber said. “Many do not realize how the 
population growth and available water sup-
ply are on a collision course. We should not 
be prioritizing the construction of roads 
where water is not available for growth.”

Issue No. 2: Land use

“Counties do not have adequate land 
use powers to assure development 
is suitable for the region’s long-term 
needs. Cities, while having sufficient 
land use control, often plan their land 
uses in isolation.”

Local leaders need to encourage growth 
in areas that will not require extension of 
infrastructure whenever possible, which 
means any previously thought of expansion 
plans may be reshaped to adapt to the area’s 
newly realized growth needs, Fowler said. 

“Maybe we had a plan where there was a 
lot of outward expansion and maybe there 
will be a change based on some of these 
factors,” he continued. “That doesn’t mean 
there won’t be more expansion outward—
there will be. It just may be more limited 
than what we thought.”

Issue No. 3: Transportation
The concerns regarding transporta-

tion in Austin and its surrounding areas is 
something that is not a new concern, but 
there are several factors that are an asset 
to the region, according to the assessment. 
One includes the CAMPO 2035 plan’s cen-
ters concept, which designates 50 percent 
of transportation funding for the next 25 
years to centers where there are popula-
tion and jobs, and where major roads come 
together, Fowler said.

Issue No. 4: Economic development

“The region’s economic growth is 
potentially threatened by unplanned 
growth, traffic congestion and issues 
with availability of water; current eco-
nomic development activities give insuf-
ficient consideration to integrating the 
physical, infrastructure and natural 
resource constraints that are identified.” 

CAPCOG
Continued from | 1

Comment at more.impactnews.com/11629
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CENTRAL TEXAS IN 2035
The region’s growth in population and jobs since 1995 provides a forecast of how the two factors will reshape the area 
over the next 25 years, requiring lawmakers and officials to rethink their previously thought out growth plans.

transportation.
“When you’re talking about congestion, 

you’re talking about economic impact,” 
Farmer said. “If we want to solve the trans-
portation dilemma in Central Texas, we’re 
going to have to support people that are 
strong enough to do that.”

It is up to the cities and counties within 
CAPCOG’s coverage area to use them to 
their advantage, Huber said.

“Its true usefulness is dependent on 
the leadership throughout the 10-county 
region to embrace its data and recommen-
dations and take steps to work together for 
better growth planning,” Huber said. 

POPULATION EMPLOYMENT
1995 2035 1995 2035

Bastrop 46,036 170,164 8,306 25,021

Blanco 7,432 14,144 2,023 3,427

Burnet 27,440 84,391 7,781 25,435

Caldwell 46,036 170,164 6,146 11,067

Fayette 21,287 35,107 8,129 11,219

Hays 79,345 412,455 27,098 105,006

Lee 14,252 22,971 5,222 7,065

Llano 14,105 22,795 3,430 7,326

Travis 699,707 1,419,856 430,852 923,113

Williamson 182,502 1,415,185 44,010 304,316

*Discount applies to Fire policy. State Farm Lloyds, Dallas, TX0907512TX

Nancy Callahan, Agent
3500 Jefferson, Suite 313
Austin, TX 78731
Bus: 512-451-7573
Toll Free: 866-451-7573
www.nancyjocallahan.com
Se habla español

Small business,
Big savings.

Source: CAPCOG
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MoveUp
Without Moving Away!

From the $180s

DIRECTIONS: From Mopac (Loop 1), head south to
US 290. Take Lamar exit, turn right on Manchaca Rd.
to Stassney Lane. Turn left on Emerald Forest Dr.
to community on the left.

ADDRESS: 1120 Salem Park Court, Austin, TX 78745

New Section Now Open!

 

 

DOWNTOWN
AUSTIN

For information call (512) 707-7299
Model open 10am-6pm Monday-Saturday
and 1-6pm on Sunday
©2011 Treaty Oak Homes. *Prices, floorplans, and features are subject

to change anytime without notice. Equal Housing Opportunity www.treatyoakhomes.com

Central Park residents enjoy tree covered homesites with spacious floorplans just 

           minutes from downtown. This unique neighborhood 

           is close to Zilker Park, Central Market, Barton Creek 

           Mall, Austin-Bergstrom International Airport, I-35, 

           US 290 and 71.

For details and more money-saving rebates for your home or business, 

visit www.TexasGasService.com,

e-mail Conservation@TexasGasService.com

or call us at (512) 370-8243.

LOOKING FOR A NEW WASHER AND GAS DRYER?
MONEY’S WAITING FOR YOU.
No doubt about it, a good washer and dryer can save you money, energy and water. Plus, when 

you purchase a front-loading, high-efficiency washing machine and a qualified natural gas dryer, 

you may receive $100 in rebates* from the Texas Gas Service Conservation Program.

* Qualified customers within the Austin, Sunset Valley, Rollingwood, West Lake Hills, Kyle and Cedar Park city 
limits can receive this incentive for both new installations and replacements in either new or existing homes.
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AT THE CAPITOL

60,621 
voters

25,082 
voters

79,274 
voters

59,855 
voters

77,766 
voters

38,705 
voters

Proposal: Increase council from seven seats to 11. Six members would be elected from districts of 
equal population size. The mayor and four other members would be elected at large.

Proposal: Increase council from seven seats to nine. Eight members would be elected from a district 
that they reside in, while the mayor would be elected at large. The council would apportion the city into 
districts upon recommendations from a citizen’s commission.

Proposal: Increase council from seven seats to nine. Eight members would come from a district they live 
in; mayor would be at large. A five-member independent panel would draw districts, upon council’s OK.

Proposal: Increase council from seven seats to 11. Eight members would be elected from single-
member districts. The mayor and two other members would be elected at large.

Proposal: Increase council from seven seats to nine. Eight members would be elected from a district 
that they reside in. The mayor would be elected at large. A district-based council member could be 
recalled via a petition signed by 10 percent of the district’s registered voters. 

Proposal: Increase council from seven seats to nine. Eight members would be elected from a district 
that they reside in. The mayor would be elected at large. A district-based council member could be 
recalled via a petition signed by 20 percent of the district’s registered voters.

28% 72%

37% 63%

43% 57%

43% 57%

48% 52%

42% 58%

Mayor Lee Leffingwell is not the first to propose a hybrid council-seat system for Austin.  
Below is a look at past proposals and how voters responded.

Recurring theme on Austin political scene

YES NO
By Bobby Longoria and Marcus Funk

State Sen. Jeff Wentworth said he thinks 
Austin should move to single-member City 
Council districts—and he has introduced 
state-level legislation to encourage the city 
to take action.

The San Antonio Republican, who rep-
resents District 25—which includes part 
of South Austin—said the at-large system 
disenfranchises minorities. In 2009, he 
introduced legislation in support of chang-
ing the council system, but that bill died 
in the Senate. He has reintroduced the bill 
this session, though he said he would pre-
fer to see City Council handle the issue.

Austin Mayor Lee Leffingwell is taking 
up the district issue with a proposal, for 
voters to decide on in 2012, that would 
move city elections to coincide with gen-
eral elections in the fall. That could help 
increase voter turnout, which usually is 
better during general elections. 

Leffingwell’s proposal calls for draw-
ing three districts based on ethnicity and 
three based on shared social and politi-
cal ideology, increasing council member 
terms from three years to four and raising 
the limit on campaign contributions from 
$350 to perhaps $1,000.

The mayor said at-large systems are 

more efficient, but single-member district 
systems are inherently more democratic.

 “Frankly, I want to enter on the side 
of more democracy and sacrifice a bit of 
efficiency,” Leffingwell said.

The Census Bureau released data the 
week of Feb. 13 on Texas that would play 
a major role in shaping potential single-
member districts in Austin. City Demog-
rapher Ryan Robinson said the data is 
likely to reflect that, under Leffingwell’s 
proposal, Austin would need one council 
district with an African-American major-
ity and two districts with a Hispanic 
majority.

One of the challenges to drawing dis-
tricts, Robinson said, is that the African-
American population has been dispers-
ing from East Austin, its historical base, 
north. The three districts that would not 
be ethnically based would be drawn along 
established social and political identity, 
presenting another set of challenges.

Leffingwell said he is putting off a vote 
until 2012 to allow time for drawing 
district maps and to provide necessary 
information to voters. He will detail his 
plan in an address to the city Feb. 25.

The makeup of Austin’s City Council 
is debated again at state, local levels

Source: City of Austin

April 1973

April 1978

Jan. 1985

May 1988

May 1994

May 2002

Comment at more.impactnews.com/11654
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2011 sxsw guide

SXSW ScreenBurn Arcade
Austin Convention Center,  
level 1, Exhibit Hall 2

March 11, 2–6 p.m.

March 12–13, noon–6 p.m.

The 2011 SXSW ScreenBurn 
Arcade will showcase the 
latest video game industry 
announcements, product demos 
and game tournaments. Wizard 
Entertainment, Stygian Games, 
Insomniac Games and several 
others will be in attendance.

Gear Alley Expo
Austin Convention Center,  
Level 1, Exhibit Hall 2

March 16–18, noon–6 p.m.

March 19, noon–5 p.m.

The Gear Alley Expo focuses 
on display guitars, keyboards, 
amplifiers, effects pedals, 
microphones, mixing software 
and more. The expo has 
expanded to four days as a result 
of its success in 2010. This year 
the expo will feature speed sets 
from official SXSW showcasing 
bands. Each day six bands will 
play quick sets exhibiting the 
equipment on the expo floor. 

Flatstock 29 Poster Show
Austin Convention Center,  
level 1, Ballrooms A, B, C

March 16, 2–6 p.m.

March 17–19, 11 a.m.–6 p.m.

The Flatstock 29 Poster Show will 
display works from more than 100 
artists from North America and 
around the globe. The exhibition 

will feature posters from several 
decades and is co-presented by 
the American Poster Institute. 
Artists include Micah Smith, the 
South Austin Popular Culture 
Center, Jason Munn and several 
others.

SXSW free concert series
Auditorium Shores,  
950 W. Riverside Drive

March 17, 6–8 p.m.

March 18, 5–8 p.m.

March 19, noon–4 p.m.

SXSW’s music festival will wrap 
up with a free concert series at 
the SXSW Auditorium Shores 
Stage on Lady Bird Lake. Musical 
acts in past years have included 
Ozomatli, Spoon, Public Enemy 
and more. Food and drinks will 
be available and arts and crafts 
will be on display. Shuttle service 
is provided from the Austin 
Convention Center at Second 
and Trinity streets to Auditorium 
Shores on March 17 and 18 6–10 
p.m. and March 19 3–11 p.m. 

Texas Guitar Show
Austin Convention Center,  
level 1, Exhibit Hall 3

March 18–19, 10 a.m.–6 p.m.

The Texas Guitar Show is a large 
buy, sell and trade event where 
patrons are encouraged to bring 
their guitars and other musical 
instruments to either be appraised 
or traded. Among the items 
on offer, buyers will find new, 
used and vintage guitars, amps, 
banjos, mandolins, memorabilia, 
sound gear, drums and violins.

No badge required

By Andrea Leptinsky
Amid music and film festivi-

ties, the Interactive portion of the 
South by Southwest Music and 
Media Conference will host a 
slew of panel discussions that 
focus on education, government, 
technology use and business 
development.

“We’ve always been focused on 
education and government and 
we have always been intrigued by 
how government can take advan-
tage of open-source communica-
tion to open data,” said Shawn 
O’Keefe, an Interactive producer.

One discussion, “Public 
Transit Data, APIs and City 
Governments,” will focus on new 
developments in real-time data 
and information gathering that 
mobile device owners are using 
for trip planning. 

Another panel, “How Govern-
ments are Changing Where Big 
Ideas Happen,” will examine how 
local and national governments 
are using incentives to bring 
creative and digital industries to 
their regions. 

These events have come from 
recommendations of subjects 
people want to learn about, 
O’Keefe said.

Suggestions for all interactive 
event topics were made through 
the festival’s panel picker, which 
allowed ideas for events to be 
submitted online. Each submis-
sion went through three layers 
of consideration—a community 
vote, a SXSW advisory board and 
the SXSW Interactive team. 

CommuNity-driveN eveNts 
highlight sxsw iNteraCtive

“Really, this is an industry zeit-
geist, where it’s a great application 
to use to look at industry trends 
and what everyone wants to talk 
about,” O’Keefe said. “We do tend 
to like things that go against the 
grain, things that are highly edu-
cational and bring a lot of value.” 

Submitted events are clearly an 
indication of what’s on people’s 
minds, he continued. 

SXSW saw more than 2,600 
submissions for this year’s inter-
active events, but only 60 percent 
of those end up on the interactive 
session’s schedule of events.

Selecting the most fitting 
events each year is not taken 
lightly, O’Keefe said. 

“We try to balance a lot of 
different factors, such as quality 
of speaker, strength of the idea, 
how innovative the idea is, how 
creative the approach is, and 
whether it’s something that will 
bring value to the table,” he said.

Cultivating ideas
The SXSW Accelerator, pre-

sented by Microsoft BizSpark, 
is one tool the festival uses to 
promote innovation and busi-
ness development, where entrants 
pitch a business idea in front 
of a live panel of expert judges. 
Although SXSW awards one top 
prize for the best idea presented, 
the buzz generated by being a fea-
tured Accelerator presentation is 
an opportunity any entrepreneur 
would welcome, O’Keefe said. 

“The event is actually more 
often described as ‘American 
Idol’ for geeks and entrepreneurs, 
but it’s a great opportunity for 
companies to come in and pitch 
their business concept in front 
of a live group of judges and get 
feedback,” O’Keefe said.

SXSW will host the interactive 
Accelerator on March 14 and 15 
and the music Accelerator on 
March 16. Visit www.sxsw.com.

South by Southwest is hosting a variety of events that 
are free and open to the public, including activities 
focused on gaming, music and art. 
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Choc Quib Town performs at Momo’s as part of the 2010 SXSW Music Festival.
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• Complimentary delivery available
• Largest inventory of toner in Austin
• Easy web ordering
• Exceptional customer service
• Locally owned & operated
• Satisfaction guaranteed

Request a free quote @

512-280-2985 or
www.rapidrefill365.com

on ink and toner 
cartridges.

50% OFF
Up to

Office Toner Running Low?

on ink and toner 
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 1 70 $5
 2 12 $5–$7
 3 57 $6
 4 50 $5
 5 19 $5
 6 40 $3
 7 78 $5
 8 51 $5–$8
 9 165 $5–$7
 10 200 $5–$7
 11 49 Free
 12 40 $5–7
 13 39 $5–$10
 14 60 $5–$10
 15 44 Free
 16 55 Free
 17 130 $5–$10
 18 170 $6–$10
 19 54 $5–$7
 20 24 $6.50–$8
 21 94 $7
 22 21 $5 Fri.–Sat.
 23 31 $5
 24 38 $7–$10
 25 28 $5
 26 68 $5–$7
 27 53 $5–$8
 28 54 $5–$10
 29 17 $6
 30 131 $5 Fri.–Sat.
 31 90 $7–$10
 32 285 $5–$8
 33 51 $5–$8

 34 17 $10
 35 215 $6
 36 200 $5
 37 46 $10
 38 52 $5–$7 Wed.–Sat.
 39 250 $5–$8
 40 70 $5 per day
 41 647 $5–$7 Wed.–Sat.
 42 90 $7–$10
 43 700 $5
 44 503 $10
 45 340 $5–7 Thur.–Sat.
 46 637 $5–$8
 47 759 $5–$10
 48 40 $8
 49 27 $7 weekends only
 50 453 $5–$8
 51 196 $20 maximum 4.5 hours
 52 205 $5 Fri.–Sat.
 53 400 $5–$7
 54 535 $7–$10
 55 348 $15
 56 850 $5–$7
 57 381   —
 58 773 $8
 59 550 $7 after 6 p.m. Wed.–Sat.
 60 — $3–$5
 61 1000 $3–$11, $8 weekends
 62 1248 Free for first 2 hours
 63 200 $10 maximum 2 hours
 64 130 $5–$6
 65 685 $3–$11, $8 weekends
 66 25 $5–$7

Number of spaces | price Number of spaces | price

2011 sxsw guide

dowNtowN parkiNg guide

additioNal film veNues

Parking
garage

Parking 
lot

Source: City of Austin 
Transportation Department

SXSW organizers are including 
new venues for 2011 that will 
provide attendees with the option 
of viewing films downtown or at a 
location elsewhere in Austin. 

SXSW Film has added four venues, 
including The State Theatre 
downtown and the Rollins Theater 
at the Long Center. The SX Satellite 

locations include The Regal 
Arbor at Great Hills and the Regal 
Westgate Cinema in South Austin. 

These satellite venues will feature 
festival favorites from across the 
globe, new SXSW titles and the 
2011 SXSW award winners’ films 
during the second half of the 
festival.

Non-downtown venues:

Alamo Drafthouse
1120 S. Lamar Blvd.

Regal Arbor at Great Hills
9828 Great Hills Trail, Ste. 800

Regal Westgate Stadium
4477 S. Lamar Blvd.
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4616 Triangle Ave, Ste. 403 • Austin TX  78751 • (512) 796-0301 • www.electricavenuescooters.com

Visit us at the 
Triangle
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45th Street

Electrify your Fleet!
Deliver your goods and make your service calls for 1 
to 2 cents per mile!  Zero emissions vehicles that cut 
costs.  Tax credits and City rebates apply.  Available 
now and with proven reliability in Europe.

E-max scooters for business and personal use.  
Easy-to-park and maintenance 
free, just recharge and go!  
Please call or visit us for 
more details.

464646161616 TTT iririanan lglglee AvAvAvAveee, SSStetete. 404040333 ••• AuAuAustststininin TTTXXX 777878787515151 •• (((5151512)2)2) 777969696 0-000303030301111 ••• wwwwwwwwwww.w.elelelelecececectrtrtrtricicicicavavavavenenenenueueueuescscscscooooooootetetetersrsrsrs cc.c.comomomom
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45th Strereeet

Electrify your Fleet!
Deliver your goods and make your service calls for 1 
to 2 cents per mile!  Zero emissions vehicles that cut 
costs.  Tax credits and City rebates apply.  Available 
now and with proven reliability in Europe.

E-max scooters for business and personal use.  
Easy-to-park and maintenance 
free, just recharge and go!  
Please call or visit us for 
more details.

(512) 458-2558 ext. 1002
*APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Rates subject to change. Actual rate may vary depending on credit 
qualifications. Terms and conditions apply. Only new loans and external refinances apply. No other 
discounts or specials apply.

*APR = Annual Per
qualifications. Term
discounts or specia

new or used auto loans as low as
 

Sweet Auto loan Rates

2.99% apr*

Austin 
Convention 

Center

Director Robert Rodriguez (right) serves as an expert in a 2010 Film panel.

film — marCh 11–19

iNteraCtive — marCh 11–15

musiC — marCh 16–20

Visit impactnews.com/SXSW for festival coverage.
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PEOPLE

DeLoss Dodds
Sees quality, change forthcoming in UT athletics
By Bobby Longoria

DeLoss Dodds, The University of Texas’ athletics director since fall 1981, has seen 
decades of wins and losses, national championships and some of the nation’s most 
talented athletes pass under the burnt orange banner of UT. Originally from Riley, Kan., 
Dodds himself was an athlete competing in prep football, basketball and track and came 
to be known as the “Riley Flash.” He joined the U.S. Army after graduating from Kansas 
State University. Once he returned, he served as a track coach at KSU for 16 years. 

 Since joining UT, Dodds has helped propel the Longhorns to 13 National Champi-
onships and 101 conference titles in nine sports. Dodds also helped create The Long-
horn Foundation to help raise funds for the athletics department. In 26 years, the foun-
dation has raised more than $293 million for student-athlete scholarships, academic 
services and other aspects of UT athletics. Dodds was inducted into the Texas Sports 
Hall of Fame in February 2007.

In your 29 years as athletic director, what 
moment stands out for you?

You can’t overlook the national champi-
onship game in football with Vince Young 
going into the end zone against Southern 
Cal and winning a national championship. 
I think that’s huge. I think having kids 
come back after they graduated, played the 
sport, spent time with their families and see 
what they have grown to be, that is huge.

Despite wins and losses over the years, 
why is it important for the organization to 
have a positive outlook?

People expect us to win, we expect to win 
and we should win. But in our business, if 

you play games, you are going to lose some, 
and humility is not a bad thing. It’s not a 
bad learning experience for coaches and 
kids and it’s not a bad learning experience 
for fans. We’ll come out of it stronger.

What has been the biggest challenge in 
your career?

I think the tough part of my career was 
when I first got here and needed to make a 
lot of changes. It was a tough time maybe 
economically, but it was also a tough time 
on wins and losses. We were in a confer-
ence that wasn’t spectacular and recruit-
ing wasn’t that good. It wasn’t a tough 
moment—it was a tough time. 

How does UT athletics give back to the 
community?

We give back economically, but having 
something like the athletic department in 
Austin, Texas, is a great venue for people to 
have a good time and bring their kids. It’s 
good for the university and it brings people 
back to our campus.

What is the future for Texas sports?
It’s hard to predict the future. I think we 

will always be one of the leading institu-
tions in the country. Our recent signing 
with ESPN to do a Texas-only network is 
huge, and it will be good for the academic 
side and for the athletic side. We will get 

bigger and better, and my goal is to be a 
very, very good friend, partner and part of 
the family with the UT academic side.

How can one be successful in sports, 
and how would it translate to becoming 
successful in aspects of life?

Work. Work ethic. Focus. Being positive. 
Being a competitor. Learning to compete, 
learning to fail and overcome it. Overcome 
tough times. That’s what I see. 
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To watch a video interview  
with DeLoss Dodds, and find 
additional questions, visit  
more.impactnews.com/11624.

 APRIL 1, 2011 | 9:30am-5:00pm | RENAISSANCE AUSTIN HOTEL
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Dietrich said he tries to supply books for 
people interested in controversial topics.

Matt Engblank is a loyal patron of the store.

Brave New Books 
Owner turns shop into community center

Harlan Dietrich was just two 
years out from graduating from 
The University of Texas when 

he opened Brave New Books in 2006 
across the street from his alma mater.

“It’s almost more of a community 
space,” he said. “We share information 
on what’s going on in the world that’s 
not covered in other bookstores.”

Brave New Books, whose name pays 
homage to the Aldous Huxley novel 
“Brave New World,” features conspir-
acy theory books on a wide range of 
topics including fluoride, vaccinations, 
9/11, state secrecy and banks. Brave 
New Books also includes a selection of 
historical novels, including “Catch 22” 
and works by C.S. Lewis.

Before any book hits the shelves, 
Dietrich and his staff go through 
a vetting process to select the best 
books from what they deem to be the 
most reputable sources. They also 
rely on reviews from media outlets, 
websites and blogs they frequent.

Since he opened Brave New Books, 
Dietrich has strived to serve a small 
niche of the population interested 

in becoming more informed about 
controversial topics, such as the 
health effects of fluoride in tap water 
or false-flag terrorism, which is the 
idea that a government entity stages a 
terrorist attack on itself to blame on 
an enemy and take action.

“These ideas sound crazy,” he said. 
“But if you investigate and examine 
these issues on your own, it’s all we’re 
asking you to do.”

Even though Dietrich attributes the 
store’s survival to his repeat customer 
base, he welcomes anyone who has 
never delved into topics Brave New 
Books specializes in. As a way to 
keep people informed, Dietrich gives 
away free documentaries discussing 
economics, health issues and state 
secrecy.

“It may be two, three years down 
the road before people are willing to 
support us,” he said.

He deliberately selected a location 
near UT for the bookstore.

“It’s supposed to be a temple of 
learning,” Dietrich said. “I wanted to 
influence discussion on campus.”

BUSINESS

Owner Harlan Dietrich named the store after “Brave New World.”

B
o

b
b

y 
Lo

ng
o

ri
a

By Amy Deis

Brave New Books
1904 Guadalupe St., Ste. B
480-2503
www.bravenewbookstore.com

MLK Jr. Blvd.

20th St.
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Owner’s reading list

According to owner Harlan Dietrich, of 
the roughly 2,000 books and DVDs for 
sale at Brave New Books, there are two 
books everyone should read: “Human 
Action” by Ludwig von Mises and “The 
Creature from Jekyll Island: A Second 
Look at the Federal Reserve” by G. 
Edward Griffin.

“Human Action” discusses the 
philosophy behind economics and how 
human action relates to economics, 
while “The Creature” is a glimpse of the 
powers behind banks.

Dietrich said these two books provide 
a new vantage point most people have 
probably never considered.

Whole Foods Terrace
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We’re Hiring!
Ranked as one of the top High-Tech recruiting fi rms, Luna Data Solutions Inc. is one of the fastest growing 
full spectrum staffi ng fi rms in Austin, Texas. We specialize in the placement of technical and executive 
management professionals nationwide.

Visit www.lunadatasolutions.com to review our open opportunities.

DINING

Peony Asian Restaurant
Modern Asian cooking meets tradition 

For Peony Asian Restaurant owner and 
executive chef Enzhen Zhu, prepar-
ing Asian cuisine is centered on using 

high-quality ingredients in each dish.
Zhu is originally from Tianjin, China, 

and moved to Texas in 1997 to open a res-
taurant that would serve popular Chinese 
dishes. For the past 10 years, Zhu and 
Tong Yang, his best friend and sous chef, 
have been combining their favorite tradi-
tional Chinese entrees with Japanese-style 
sushi to make a diverse restaurant. 

“We only use high-quality beef, shrimp 
and other fishes in our sushi, and we 
always use high-quality ingredients to 
provide to our customers,” Zhu said.

He said that although they offer a tradi-
tional Japanese sushi menu, the Chinese 
menu items, such as Mongolian beef and 
Kung Po chicken, are the most popular. 

The restaurant is small and has an inti-
mate setting of elegant dining tables and 
booths in the main dining area. There is 
also a separate sushi bar area surrounded 
by Asian artwork lining the walls. 

“We focus on making good relation-
ships with the customers and people  
in the surrounding neighborhood,”  
Zhu said.

Peony offers a lunch and dinner menu, 
as well as a delivery and carryout service, 
which has been good for daytime busi-
ness, he said, something the restaurant has 
needed due to the economy’s downturn.

“It is a really tough time for the restau-
rant business,” Zhu said.

Most returning customers who come to 

Peony are regulars, and Zhu said many of 
them are now his friends. By always being 
at the restaurant, he is able to form solid 
relationships with customers. 

For most American restaurants, 
Chinese cooking tends to be changed to 
fit the less traditional style most patrons 
are accustomed to, Zhu said. At Peony, 
however, Zhu enjoys incorporating tech-
niques he originally learned in Tianjin, 
such as his signature Kong Po sauce. 

“Customers here love spicy food, and 
that is one of my favorite things to incor-
porate, like the sauce,” he said.

Authentic Kong Po is made using chili 
peppers, peanuts or cashews and pep-
percorns as well as a variation of other 
ingredients. It is then sautéed or stir-fried 
with meat and other vegetables. 

“The version we use is my own special 
version, but much closer to the traditional 
style,” Zhu said. 

Zhu’s love of cooking spicy entrees is 
apparent in a majority of items on the 
menu accompanied by a red chili pepper 
icon to signify the intensity. 

For individuals wanting to test Zhu’s 
Japanese culinary skills, the sushi menu 
offers popular rolls such as the spicy tuna 
roll and the Philadelphia roll with smoked 
salmon, cream cheese and avocado. 

Some of the most popular rolls are the 
Texas roll with smoked salmon, jalapeño, 
cream cheese, avocado and cucumber 
topped with chili pepper, and the Austin 
roll, which is not as spicy and has shrimp, 
smoked salmon and crab meat. 

By Kate Hull

The Kung Po chicken dish includes spicy diced 
chicken, peanuts, cashews and chiles.

Owner Enzhen Zhu moved to Texas in 1997. He is 
originally from Tianjin, China.
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The Texas Roll includes salmon, jalapeño, cream cheese, avocado, cucumber and a dash of chili powder.

Popular items
Chinese dishes
Sesame chicken ($10.95)

Sweet and sour chicken ($9.50)

Mongolian beef ($10.50)

Kung Po chicken ($7.95)

Sushi rolls
Philadelphia roll ($9.50)

Shrimp tempura roll ($10.50)

Texas roll ($9.50)

Spicy tuna roll ($12.95)

Sushi basics
Owner Enzhen Zhu first began studying 
how to create sushi from Frank Shibazaki, 
the executive sushi chef of the Benihana 
sushi restaurant chain.

“He was my teacher and he showed me 
how to make sushi, which took a couple of 
years,” Zhu said. 

Zhu said his favorite roll to make is the 
dragon roll, which has shrimp tempura, eel, 
avocado and crab meat. 

Sushi typically consists of cooked rice, 
seasoned with vinegar, with fish and other 
seafoods and sauces. Mastering the 
technique can take several years. 

Zhu said he spends most every day at the 
restaurant behind the sushi bar learning 
new techniques. 

Peony Asian Restaurant
5308 Balcones Drive
459-3341
www.peonyaustin.com
Mon.–Sun. 11 a.m.–3 p.m. for lunch,  
Sun.–Thu. 3–9 p.m. and Fri.–Sat. 3–10 p.m. 
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Crystals • Minerals • Fossils • Jewelery • Unique Gifts

North Austin, 2307 Kramer Lane 
512.833.7760
Georgetown, 4300 South IH-35
512.864.7319

February 26th & 27th • 10-6 pm

OTHER LOCATIONS:

Fountain’s • CD’s • Spheres • Jewelry • Hearts • Obelisks • Globes • Carvings • Oils • Incense • Candles • Beads & Findings • Gifts • Bo

IH
 3

5

Airport Blvd.

45th St.

381/2 St.
Wilshire 
Blvd.

New 2011 Inventory to Select From
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CORRIDOR

South Congress Avenue Compiled by Bobby Longoria
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Although South Congress Avenue once 
hosted slumping businesses, it has seen 
a rise in attention over the last 20 years 
due to its eclectic offerings, consistently 
making the street one of Austin's most 
heavily trafficked areas.

Businesses

1  Allens Boots, 1522 S. Congress Ave., 
opened in Austin in 1977 and carries 
more than 4,000 boots representing 12 
manufacturers. The store also carries 
jeans, shirts and Western accessories 
including belts, buckles and jewelry.  
447-1413, www.allensboots.com

2  Glass-blowing studio and gallery 
Austin Art Glass, 1608 S. Congress Ave., 
sells simple to extravagant glass art and 
offers private glass blowing lessons and 
demonstrations. Aaron Gross opened the 
shop in 2003. He helps lead glass blowing 
demonstrations and lessons and creates 
his work using Old World techniques from 
14th century Venetian design. 916-4527, 
www.austinartglass.com

3  Friends of Sound, 1704 S. Congress 
Ave., carries records that are rarely found 
in many other record stores. In 1996, 
owner David Huffier opened the store, 
which will celebrate its 15th anniversary 
in April. The store has also merged with 
Backstop Records on Airport Boulevard. 
Customers can buy, sell and trade 
records as well as repair warps and clean 
records at the store. 447-1000,  
www.friendsofsound.com

4  An Austin staple since 1984, Lucy 
in Disguise with Diamonds, 1506 
S. Congress Ave., provides detailed 
costumes for all holidays and film 
shoots. The costume shop offers 
everything for purchase, and most  
items can be rented. 444-2002,  
www.lucyindisguise.com

5  Co-owner Don Weir helped open 
STAG, 1423 S. Congress Ave., in early 
December 2009. STAG is a men’s clothing 
store with styles inspired by icons such 
as James Dean, Keith Richards and Willie 
Nelson. GQ ranked it as one of the top 10 
independent men’s stores in the country. 
373-7824, www.stagaustin.com

6  Tesoros Trading Company, 1500 
S. Congress Ave., carries folk arts and 
crafts from more than 20 countries 
including Brazil, Chile, Germany, India, 
Spain and Vietnam. 447-7500,  
www.tesoros.com

7  Uncommon Objects, 1512 S. 
Congress Ave., opened in the early ’90s 
by owner Steve Wiman, who is an artist 
of the found-object medium. The store is 

filled with antiques and treasures  
from 30 vendors in Austin and 
throughout the country. 442-4000,  
www.uncommonobjects.com

8  Yard Dog Art, 1510 S. Congress 
Ave., opened in September 1995 to house 
North American folk art. Now the gallery 
hosts contemporary and funky artists 
from around the nation. The gallery offers 
layaway and has an online gallery.  
912-1613, www.yarddog.com

Restaurants

9  In the late 1800s, Guero’s, 1412 S. 
Congress Ave., was the Central Food 
and Seed store, serving the Austin 
community until 1993. Cathy and Rob 
Lippincott bought the building in 1995 
and expanded their East Oltorf taqueria 
to the new location. The restaurant  
serves homemade corn tortillas and 
speciality dishes such as the caldo de 
pollo and tacos al pastor. 447-7688,  
www.guerostacobar.com

10 Wes Hurt opened Hey Cupcake, 
in the 1600 block of South Congress 
Avenue in 2007 after briefly running a 
cupcake trailer near The University of 
Texas campus. The trailer offers eight 
batters including red velvet, vanilla, 
chocolate and strawberry.  
476-2253, www.heycupcake.com

11  In 2005, Jen and Joseph Strickland 
and their partner Terri Hannifin opened 
New York–style pizza restaurant  
Home Slice Pizza, 1415 S. Congress 
Ave. The concept for the restaurant 
started in 2001 when Jen Strickland was 
crafting recipes in her own conventional 
oven that was lined with stone tiles. The 
restaurant serves pizza by the pie or by 
the slice and offers carryout. 444-7437,  
www.homeslicepizza.com

12  South Congress Cafe, 1600 S. 
Congress Ave., opened in 2003 in a 
building originally built for a pharmacy in 
the 1940s. The brick structure from the old 
drug store has been preserved in the bar 
of the restaurant. The menu is described 

as continental and features items such as 
wild boar, venison and quail. 447-3905,  
www.southcongresscafe.com

13  Italian restaurant Vespaio, 1610 S. 
Congress Ave., opened in the late  
1990s by chef-owner Alan Lazarus  
and his partners Claude Benayoun 
and Scott Bolin. The name is Italian for 
beehive or wasp’s nest. 441-6100,  
www.austinvespaio.com

Events

South Congress Avenue becomes alive 
for First Thursday, a community event 
that showcases the neighborhood’s 
boutiques, restaurants and galleries. The 
event is held on the first Thursday of every 
month between Barton Springs Road and 
Elizabeth Street. Local bars and eateries 
offer specials, and local vendors set up 
booths for their displays. Stores typically 
remain open until 10 p.m. or later for the 
event. www.firsthursday.info

This is a sample of businesses and organizations in the area. 
The list is not comprehensive.
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REAL ESTATE

Market Data Central Austin

Price Range

Number of homes for sale/Average days on market

78701 78703 78704 78731 78751 78756 78757

Less than $149,000 4/246 2/56 17/116 17/94 13/112 7/113 32/166

$150,000–$199,900 6/142 7/275 26/117 11/137 14/70 8/101 18/85

$200,000–$299,900 23/112 10/85 53/101 16/83 20/132 4/72 34/141

$300,000–$399,900 26/124 27/152 41/79 17/123 18/163 6/44 24/78

$400,000–$499,900 9/109 26/74 30/104 29/108 9/154 5/67 4/87

$500,000–$599,900 3/19 22/102 24/175 14/102 7/95 3/67 -

$600,000–$799,900 7/162 20/215 23/104 9/80 3/19 7/221 -

$800,000–$999,900 4/123 15/130 5/91 2/177 1/37 - -

$1 million + 10/152 34/113 3/358 18/183 1/452 - -

Month

Number of homes sold/Median price

78701 78703 78704 78731

January 2011 7/$259,900 20/$387,450 25/$324,900 11/$399,000

January 2010 5/$285,000 9/$305,000 20/$312,475 16/$405,000

Month 78751 78756 78757

January 2011 6/$292,450 7/$349,000 24/$299,900

January 2010 4/$418,750 12/$192,000 66/$307,000

On the market*  (As of Feb. 1, 2011) Monthly home sales*

*Market Data includes condominiums, townhomes and houses.

Market Data provided by 
the Austin Board of Realtors

Property Listings
ZIP code Subdivisiown Address Bed/Bath Price Sq. Ft. Agent Phone Agency

78757 Northridge Terrace 1911 Vallejo St. 3br/2ba $387,900 1,940 David Money 426-2536 Keller Williams Realty

78757 Violet Crown Heights 1008 Brentwood St. 4br/2ba $299,000 1,823 Kay Keesee 750-2274 Amelia Bullock, Realtors

78751 Northfield addition 5305 Guadalupe St. 3br/2ba $339,900 1,871 Monica DiSchiano 923-5242 Austin City Living

78731 Arroyo Seco 5901 Camino Seco 3br/2ba $315,000 1,662 Kristi Long Sanguinet 922-7191 Keller Williams Realty

78731 Island at Mount Bonnell Shores 4407 Island Cove 6br/6ba $5.5 million 8,000 Kathryn Scarborough Bechtol 970-1355 Turnquist Partners, Realtors

78705 Pecan Tree condo 2107 Rio Grande St. 1br/1ba $95,000 376 Ryan Kucera 589-7308 Keller Williams Realty

78705 Plainview Heights 923 37th St. 2br/2ba $230,000 1,076 Dustin Kohn 589-4754 Austin Vestors

78705 2313 Longview condo 2313 Longview St. 1br/1ba $100,000 513 Ryan Kucera 589-7308 Keller Williams Realty

78705 W.A. Harper 3508 Duval St. 3br/3ba $399,999 1,742 Suzanne Pringle 217-1047 Amelia Bullock, Realtors

78705 Winchester condo 2414 Longview St. 2br/2ba $169,900 798 Leslie Crider 626-9249 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78704 Barton Heights 711 Garner Ave. 2br/2ba $329,000 1,000 Barb Cooper 698-6625 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78704 Barton Hills 2904 Rae Dell Ave. 3br/1ba $295,000 1,620 Annie Bright 627-2969 St.anberry & Associates

78704 Capital Heights 1010 Monroe St. 2br/1ba $320,000 948 Kenneth Hilbig 751-4306 Moreland Properties

78704 Goodnight & Pearson 2107 Fortview Road 3br/1ba $165,000 1,248 Gene Arant 261-1000 Keller Williams - Lake Travis

78704 Talisman condo 1501 Barton Springs Road 2br/2ba $296,000 1,157 Roxanne Escobedo 825-4377 Coldwell Banker United Realtor

78704 Travis Heights 1605 Alta Vista Ave. 2br/1ba $254,900 1,128 Jeffrey Walker 947-8836 Prudential Texas Realty

78703 1806 Polo Road condo 1806 Polo Road 2br/2ba $475,000 2,130 Rebecca Kenney 426-3829 Turnquist Partners, Realtors

78703 Belmont 2901 Oakhurst Ave. 3br/2ba $450,000 2,434 Leah Petri 239-9964 Keller Williams Realty

78703 Edgemont 2712 Oakhurst Ave. 4br/3ba $1.45 million 3,485 Karen Liddy 971-0076 Moreland Properties

78703 Tobin & Johnson 3103 Bonnie Road 3br/2ba $449,000 1,462 Kent Riddle 502-7818 J.B. Goodwin, Realtors

78703 Westenfield 2702 Bonnie Road 3br/2ba $558,000 1,735 Ramsay Mudgett 656-2747 Turnquist Partners, Realtors

ZIP code guide
78701 Downtown
78703 West Austin
78704 South/Central
78731 Northwest/Central
78751 Hyde Park
78756 Brentwood
78757 Burnet Road/Anderson Lane

1605 Alta Vista Ave. $254,900

3508 Duval St. $399,999

For more residential real estate listings, visit more.impactnews.com/11620

Residential real estate listings added to the market between 01/28/11 and 02/03/11 were included and provided by the Austin Board of Realtors, www.abor.com. Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of 
this listing, Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.
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