
Former UT quarterback Vince Young 
(left), along with co-owners Laura 
McIngvale-Brown and Phillip Brown, 
announced the opening of the Vince 
Young Steakhouse in downtown 
Austin Nov. 6. | 5

Two out-of-state companies 
have announced plans to relocate 
or establish its business in Austin. 
California-based Pain Therapeutics 
Inc. will relocate to Austin in 
January, while The Dolan Co. will 
fully establish its new legislative 
reporting service locally in 
December. | 7

The Moody Theater will soon be 
the new home of “Austin City Limits.” 
The 85,000-square-foot venue, 
located alongside the W Hotel at 
Lavaca and Second streets, will hold 
2,700 audience members and feature 
three levels. | 27

Mayor Lee Leffingwell has revealed 
plans to spur economic and job 
growth within Austin as part of 
his new Economic Development 
Plan. Leffingwell is expected to 
implement the plan throughout  
the community in early December.  
more.impactnews.com/10678
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What’s Inside    
The 2010 
Holiday Gift 
Guide provides 
suggestions for 
unique gifts found in Austin. | 18

The Holiday Events Guide helps 
Austinites stay up-to-date on local 
activities and events. | 23

Local software group Incenergy 
will deploy electronic metering 
devices to 100 Mueller development 
residents as part of the first phase of 
the Pecan Street Project. | 25

SAVINGS GUIDE
Community Impact Newspaper

Valuable coupons and offers from 
local businesses starting on Page 31 

Local hospitals earn long-term 
healthcare system support
Story Highlights
•	St. David’s Healthcare acquires Heart Hospital of Austin, expands cardiac services
•	Seton to upgrade rehabilitation hospital with new facility
•	Agreements place significant portion of local providers within central Austin area

CONTINUED ON | 24

Commission reviews 
historic landmark 
status incentives

By Bobby Longoria
Downtown Austin may be just one 

hotel short of attracting large-scale con-
ventions that in the past may have been 
lost due to hotel capacity constraints.

The city’s tourism industry generates 
$2.8 billion annually, and to facilitate 
the industry’s growth, Austin needs to 
increase its total hotel capacity by 4.2 per-
cent each year to accommodate visitors, 
said Denise Garcia, executive director for 
the Austin Hotel and Lodging Association.
One hotel up, one hotel lost

During considerable growth down-
town, the Hilton Austin opened Janu-
ary 2004 near the Austin Convention 
Center. By the end of the Hilton’s first 
operational year, its presence spurred 
hotel bookings in Austin by 15 percent 
between 2003 and 2004, according to 
the Austin Convention and Visitors 
Bureau. Although the hotel has a capac-
ity of about 800 rooms, the area within 

Downtown’s hotel shortage may 
stunt convention business, revenue
City Council studies potential economic impact of second large-scale hotel

CONTINUED ON | 21

The Heart Hospital of Austin opened its doors in 1998. The 58-bed hospital provides cardiac services 
and operates a 24-hour emergency room. St. David’s HealthCare acquired the hospital Nov. 1.
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By Andrea Leptinsky
The completion of St. David’s 

HealthCare’s acquisition of the 
Heart Hospital of Austin, coupled 
with the Seton announcement 
of a new facility for the Central 
Texas Rehabilitation Hospital, 
has placed a large concentration 
of healthcare services in Central 
Austin, specifically between 34th 
and 46th streets.

While representatives involved 
in both transactions claim the 
process and construction plans 
have gone smoothly, all have said 
their respective announcements 
will further progress Austin’s 
breadth of healthcare services, 

as well as continue to provide 
top-notch medical programs that 
make them competitive through-
out the country.

“We want to be a U.S. News & 
World Report facility,” said Peggy 
Barrett, CEO of the rehabilitation 
hospital. “That’s our goal.”

Combining healthcare provid-
ers within Austin is also better for 
the individual institutions as well.

“We are aligning with a very 
strong healthcare system that has 
multiple facilities and resources 
… it’s going to be fantastic,” said 
David Laird, president and CEO 
of the Heart Hospital. “It will 
secure our future forever.”

Heart Hospital of Austin  
sees new management

St. David’s announced Nov. 1 
its acquisition of the Heart Hos-
pital had been finalized. The 
Heart Hospital, located at 3801 
N. Lamar Blvd., is a 58-bed facil-
ity offering cardiac services and 
a 24-hour emergency center. St. 
David’s purchased the hospital 
from MedCath Corp., based in 

Charlotte, N.C., for $83.8 million.
The Heart Hospital, which 

has been ranked as the lead-
ing cardiac program in Texas by 
HealthGrades, a Colorado-based 
healthcare ratings organization, 
began as a collaboration among 
local cardiologists, cardiovascular 
surgeons and MedCath in 1998. 

A hotel room night is defined as one night 
reserved for any particular room. After the 
White Lodging hotel was proposed in July 
2006, the Austin Convention and Visitors 
Bureau saw demand for hotel room nights 
in Austin double. The project was never 
developed and is on hold. Demand for 
hotel room nights in Austin has steadily 
decreased since 2007.

1.6 million
1.4 million

860,000

1.1 million

2006 2007 2008

Source: Austin Convention and Visitors Bureau

2009
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By Andrea Leptinsky
The end of December may 

mean new, lower incentives for 
historic landmark property own-
ers in the City of Austin. 

The Historic Landmark Com-
mission’s operations committee 
must report back to City Coun-
cil by Dec. 31 with its findings 
on proper incentives for historic 
homes and properties, as city offi-
cials currently believe the process 
provides benefits that are too high 
for the number of homes in Aus-
tin that qualify as historic. 

During the summer, City 
Council passed a resolution that 
forced the process nearly to come 
to a screeching halt, allowing Aus-
tin to only approve three proper-
ties per month. Previously, there 
was no set number.

The resolution directed City 
Manager Marc Ott to work with 
the commission to review several 
parts of the process, including a 

HOTEL rOOM NIGHT DEMAND 
For fiscal years 2006–09
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seton.net

IMPROVING HEALTH CARE 
AND EXPANDING ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
FOR ALL CENTRAL TEXANS

IMPROVING HEALTH CARE AND EXPANDING ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT FOR ALL CENTRAL TEXANS

BETTER TOGETHER

The Seton Family of Hospitals is proud to announce that we have joined 

forces with the University of Texas System to develop the largest, most 

advanced academic health care network in Central Texas. 

Our new educational partnership with UT Southwestern Medical Center 

of Dallas, consistently ranked as one of the top medical schools in the 

nation by U.S. News & World Report, will benefit the entire region. This 

new partnership, as well as collaboration with an innovative local medical 

community and scientists and professors at UT Austin, will allow us to do 

even more.

 
BETTER FOR YOUR HEALTH

The purpose of the Seton and UT partnership is to provide better health 

care for all, which is the heart of our mission. Across America, academic 

medical centers are the leaders in:

• Attracting the brightest and best medical residents, physicians, nurses,  

   clinicians and researchers

• Providing the highest quality of care and the highest amount of  

    charitable care in the nation¹

• Conducting innovative clinical research that leads to medical  

    breakthroughs

• Increasing access to health care for the most vulnerable in  

    the community

  

As a result, academic hospital systems are uniquely positioned to develop 

and offer the most advanced techniques and treatments to patients.

BETTER FOR OUR COMMUNITY

The Seton Family will be investing heavily in expanding our clinical staff, 

our programs and our facilities to support our partnership with UT and to 

better care for all the people of Central Texas. 

We expect that the new Seton academic health network will be an engine 

for economic expansion for the entire region by generating:

• More research funding

• More opportunities in biotech and medical devices

• More jobs

The overall economic impact could well exceed $1.5 billion and 14,000 

new jobs for our community.² That’s good news for everyone.

MAKING THE WORLD 
A LITTLE BETTER, TOO

Since the Seton Family of Hospitals began in 1902, our mission has always 

been to serve the sick and especially those living in poverty. In 2009, we 

provided almost a quarter of a billion dollars in charity care for the poor 

and vulnerable.³ 

Today, our mission is unchanged but our vision is as big as the world around 

us. We’re still healing the sick, caring for the poor and training the next 

generation of medical professionals, but we won’t stop until everyone 

within our reach has access to world-class health care.

¹ Association of American Medical Colleges

² TXP, Inc.

³ Charity and Community Benefit Report, State of Texas

NET-111-academic-campaign-CIC.indd   1 10/13/10   12:05:13 PM
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Travis Baker
tbaker@impactnews.com

With our skyline in 
constant flux and new 
developments seeming 
to spring up with the 
stroke of a pen, it is hard 

to imagine what we are missing. The fact 
is—depending on who you ask—there 
is a group that is pushing for another 
downtown hotel. I have to admit, I was 
a bit skeptical of this idea as well until 
I heard a presentation recently by Bob 
Lander, president and CEO of the Austin 
Convention and Visitors Bureau.

My feelings on this subject were no 
doubt a bit biased, seeing as how I used 
to work blocks away from the conven-
tion center. My stomach still calls for the 
cravings of a Las Manitas breakfast today. 
I will refrain from restarting the debate as 
to whether the city should have given Las 
Manitas money, but I know I am not the 

only one who was sad to see the note go 
up in the restaurant’s window. At the time 
I was told the closing was to make room 
for a new Marriott Hotel, which, to this 
day, does not exist. If the hotel was in its 
place, my taco-free mouth may currently 
have a better taste in it.

For all those Central Austin residents 
and workers who have similar feelings 
as I once did, be sure and check out our 
cover story. It is comforting to know the 
possible impact a second convention 
hotel could have on our local economy, 
and who knows, maybe it will soon come 
to fruition.

General Manager’s Note Contents
 5 Community Impacts

 8 Community Events

 9 Central Austin Business Insider

 10 Business Profiles
  Sneak Attack
  AustiNuts

 13 Neighborhood Dining
  The Night Hawk Frisco Shop

 14 Community Corridor
  The Triangle

 17 City and County Notes

 18 Holiday Gift Guide

 22 Nonprofit Profile
  Celebration of Love

 23 Central Austin Holiday Festivities

 25 News Update
  The Pecan Street Project

 27 Inside Information
  “Austin City Limits’” studio heads downtown

29  Residential Real Estate

821 Grand Avenue Parkway, Ste. 411
Pflugerville, TX 78691 • 512-989-6808

www.impactnews.com

Publisher / Chief Executive Officer
John P. Garrett, jgarrett@impactnews.com

Central Austin
General Manager | Travis Baker
Market Editor | Andrea Leptinsky
Reporter | Bobby Longoria
Senior Account Executive | Katherine Kennedy
Account Executive | Diane Migliazzo
Lead Designer | Lisa Rehbein
Staff Writers | Kate Hull, Jenn Rains, Beth Wade

Editorial management
Associate Publisher | Claire Love
Executive Editor
Cathy Kincaid, ckincaid@impactnews.com
Managing Editor | Shannon Colletti
Assistant Managing Editor | Rebecca Nordquist
Associate Editor | Nicole Smith
Creative Director | Derek Sullivan
Ad Production Manager | Tiffany Knight

Administrative management
Chief Operating Officer | Jennifer Garrett
Chief Financial Officer | Darren Lesmeister
Business Director | Misty Pratt
Circulation & Operations Manager | David Ludwick

About us

Community Impact Newspaper, owned by local 
businessman John Garrett, is Central Texas’ fastest 
growing news organization. We now distribute to 
more than 600,000 homes and businesses in seven 
markets in Central Texas and two in the Northwest 
Houston area.

Subscriptions

Subscriptions to our other editions are available for 
$3 per issue. Visit impactnews.com/subscribe

Contact us
News or press releases | ctanews@impactnews.com

Advertising inquiries | ctaads@impactnews.com

Reader feedback | ctafeedback@impactnews.com 

M • E • D • I • A
I N C O R P O R A T E D

©2010 JGMedia, Inc., All Rights Reserved. No reproduction of any 
portion of this issue is allowed without written permission from the publisher.

$90 million transportation bond to go 
before Austin voters Nov. 2
more.impactnews.com/10120

“This bond election is no different than any 
government bill. These need to be individual items, 
not a compilation in hopes the voters won’t notice.”

— Anonymous

Approval of Castle Hill as local historic 
district furthers city’s preservation effort
more.impactnews.com/10179

“What’s worse is the government goes along with 
this blatant aggression against property owners 
and their right to do what they want with what they 
purchased using their own hard-earned money.”

— Anonymous

Reader Feedback impactnews.com

Online-exclusive content
Visit the Central Austin home page 

for up-to-date community news, information and 
a full calendar of local events. Find us online at 
impactnews.com/central-austin.

Impact your inbox
Sign up to receive Community 
Impact Newspaper’s weekly updates.

impactnews.com/signup.

In This Issue
“There are definitely people 
who are fans of hip-hop and 
skater culture [here]. There 
is a way I can contribute to 
that and that’s where Sneak 
Attack comes from.” 

—Joah Spearman 
Owner, Sneak Attack

“I feel like it brings together 
two really good heart 
programs. It’s going to be 
a great resource as well for 
Central Texas.” 

—David Laird  
President and CEO, Heart Hospital of Austin

28

10

Local jobs
Post your résumé and search for local  
jobs at impactnews.jobing.com.

Do you feel the City of Austin is correct 
in raising utility rates in order to keep 
up with current demands and costs?

See more poll results at impactnews.com/polls.

Total votes: 143
Results from an unscientific web survey, collected 9/3/10–11/1/10

No, I do not support the city’s move to raise 
utility rates.
64.34%
Yes, I support the city’s move to raise utility rates.
30.77%
I have no opinion.
4.9%

September employment trends

Central Texas unemployment—6.8% 
Down from 7.2% in August

State unemployment—7.9% 
Down from 8.4% in August

National unemployment—9.2%
Down from 9.6% in August

Government added 2,700 jobs since August. The 
education, health, leisure and hospitality sectors 
added 1,400 jobs. 
Source: Charla Lovelace, Jobing.com 

In the October 2010 issue, Community 
Impact Newspaper incorrectly stated 
the boundaries of the Hyde Park 
neighborhood ran from Guadalupe 
Street to I-35, and from 38th Street 
to 51st Street. The correct Hyde Park 
neighborhood boundaries are between 
Guadalupe and Red River streets, and 
between 38th and 45th streets.

Correction  – Volume 2, Issue 12
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JUST IN TIME
FOR THE HOLIDAYS!
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$3off
Terms and Conditions: Limit one identical offer per transaction.  Void if copied, 
scanned, transferred, purchased, sold, or prohibited by law.  Gift Cards, alcoholic beverages, 
tobacco, Business Center products or services, prescriptions, gasoline, and sales tax will not 
be included in determining purchase total.  No cash value. Valid only at the Allendale H-E-B 
located at Burnet Rd and Koenig Lane.

your purchase of $30 or moreGood
Only At

Allendale

BIG

SAVINGS
B

OUR GIFT TO YOU THIS SEASON

Your Allendale H-E-B has finished its remodel and 
now has much more in-store for you this holiday 
season. Stop by for delicious tasting events or fun 
kids activities and take a tour to see what’s new.

Burnet Road at Koenig Lane  |  Open 6 a.m. - 1 a.m.  |  Phone: 512-453-8864

NOVEMBER 2010
Thursday, 25th . . . . . . .  Thanksgiving Day: Shop early! H-E-B open until 2 p.m.

Friday, 26th . . . . . . . . . . Black Friday: Be sure to check out our HOT holiday sales!

Tuesday, 30th . . . . . . . . Senior Day: Free coffee and doughnuts for our 

    Senior Citizens 8 a.m. - 10 a.m.

    Story-time with H•E•Buddy: 10 a.m. and noon

DECEMBER 2010
Thursday, 2nd . . . . . . . . Cheese Tasting Extravaganza: 6 p.m. - 7 p.m.

Saturday, 4th . . . . . . . . . Season’s Eatings: Noon - 6 p.m. Performances by Ballet 

    Foclorico and local school choirs

Tuesday, 7th . . . . . . . . .  Senior Day: Free coffee and doughnuts for our 

    Senior Citizens 8 a.m. - 10 a.m.

Wednesday, 8th . . . . . . Allendale Shopping Center Block Party: 5 p.m. - 7 p.m.

Saturday, 11th . . . . . . . . Cookies with Santa: 10 a.m. - noon. Get your photo taken 

    with H•E•Buddy too!

Thursday, 16th . . . . . . . . Cheese Tasting Extravaganza: 6 p.m. - 7 p.m.

Friday, 24th . . . . . . . . . . Christmas Eve: Shop early! H-E-B open until 6 p.m.

Saturday, 25th . . . . . . .  Christmas Day: H-E-B closed

Friday, 31st . . . . . . . . . .  New Year’s Eve: Be sure to check out our Deli and sushi party  

    trays to really make your party special.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

BIG SAVINGS         GOOD 11/24/10 THRU 12/08/10

4
7

7
3
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The new Savory Spice Shop offers hundreds of spices, herbs, 
seasonings and blends in large or small quantities.
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Beets Café celebrated both its fifth anniversary and an 
expansion of its building in October.

5

The Stage on Sixth will open in early February in the former 
Bourbon Rocks and Fat Tuesday location on East Sixth Street.

10

Lavaca Street Bar celebrated 21 years of business in 
Austin with a Las Vegas–themed party in October.

6

Atomic City, a downtown shop that sold pop culture items 
including toys and postcards, as well as shoes, closed in October.

14

Downtown Austin
Now Open
1 Husband and wife Harold and Nancy 

Urias opened Deseo Centro Lounge, 217 
Congress Ave., at the former location of 
Buzios Room. The second-floor nightclub 
has a full bar and plays house, dance and 
hip-hop music. Video disc jockeys add to 
the club’s ambience. Call 820-0608.

2 Savory Spice Shop, 1201B W. Sixth 
St., opened Nov. 12 and features more 
than 400 spices, herbs, seasonings, 
blends, extracts and salts from around 
the world. The 1,800-square-foot store 
also allows shoppers to purchase goods 
in various quantities, from a few ounces 
to several pounds. Call 524-1093 or visit  
www.savoryspiceshop.com

3 Former University of Texas 
quarterback Vince Young opened Vince 
Young Steakhouse, 301 San Jacinto St., 
on Nov. 6. The restaurant is housed in the 
building that was previously occupied by 
Rio Grande Mexican Restaurant and the 
MTV reality show “The Real World.” Call 
457-8325.

Anniversaries
4 24 Diner, 600 N. Lamar Blvd., will 

celebrate its second anniversary and 
forthcoming liquor license with a party 
5–9 p.m. Dec. 5. The event will feature 
drinks, food and live music. Call  
472-5400 or visit 24diner.com.

5 Beets Café, 1611 W. Fifth St., Ste. 165, 
celebrated its fifth anniversary Oct. 15. The 
café has also recently expanded its space. 
Call 477-2338 or visit www.beetscafe.com.

6 Lavaca Street Bar, 405 Lavaca St., 
celebrated 21 years of service in Austin 
Oct. 21 with a Las Vegas–themed party 
that featured Elvis impersonators, games 
and a costume contest. Call 469-0106 or 
visit www.lavacastreet.com. 

Coming Soon 
7 The Backspace is expected to open at 

the end of November at 507 San Jacinto 
Blvd. The restaurant will feature 
authentic Neapolitan pizza and antipasti 
created by chef and owner Shawn Cirkiel, 
owner of Parkside. Local designers 
Michael Hsu and Kasey McCarty, who 
also designed Parkside, restored 
Backspace’s historic 130-year-old 
building. Call 474-9899.

8 The Thistle Café will open in early 
2011 in the Chase Tower, 221 W. Sixth St. 
The neighborhood kitchen will offer 
catering services, as well as dine-in and 
takeout for breakfast and lunch. Visit 
www.thistlecafe.com.

9 Haddingtons, a tavern specializing in 
British-themed American cuisine, will 
open in December at 601 W. Sixth St. 
Haddingtons is the brainchild of 
Mulberry owner Michael Polombo. The 
menu will feature Scotch eggs, roasted 

game birds and British meatballs. Visit 
www.haddingtonsaustin.com. 

10 The owners of Nashville’s popular live 
music venue, The Stage on Broadway, will 
open The Stage on Sixth at 508 E. Sixth 
St. by early February. The Stage on Sixth 
will encompass 4,500 square feet and 
feature country rock music. Visit 
thestageonsixth.com.

relocations 
11 Gensler, an architecture and design 
practice, announced in early November it 
will relocate its offices from the Chase 
Tower to the new Block 21 development at 
200 Lavaca St. Visit www.gensler.com.

12 The Texas Rollergirls announced 
Nov. 4 the team will move from Playland 
Skate Center in Northwest Austin to the 
Austin Convention Center for its 2011 
season. The move will triple the audience 
capacity and increase visibility for the 
organization. Visit www.txrollergirls.com.

Closing the Doors
13 El Chilito closed its 918 Congress Ave. 
location but will keep its other Austin 
establishments open. Call the Manor Road 
location at 382-3797. 

14 Atomic City, 1700 San Antonio St., 
closed at the end of October. 

In the News
JMI Realty Inc., 111 Congress Ave., 
Ste. 2600, announced in November 
it purchased Aston Kauai Beach at 
Makaiwa, a 311-room hotel in Kauai, 
Hawaii, for $38 million. JMI Realty jointly 
purchased the development with Dallas-
based Behringer Harvard, a commercial 
real estate company. The property will 
undergo $10 million in renovations to 
become a Courtyard by Marriott hotel. 
Visit www.jmirealty.com.

CowParade launched in Austin Oct. 12. 
The public is invited to submit designs for 
the life-size cow sculptures, which will be 
auctioned with all proceeds benefiting the 
Foundation at the Dell Children’s Medical 
Center of Central Texas. Submissions for 
designs will be accepted through 
Feb. 21 and the exhibition will be on 
display throughout Austin from June 24 
to Oct. 2. A benefit auction is planned for 
Oct. 19. Visit www.cowparadeaustin.com. 

Brian Stevens, owner of local bakeshop 
Crazy Cakes, will appear as a contestant on 
cable channel TLC’s show, “The Next Great 
Baker,” which premieres Dec. 6. The series 
follows 10 contestants through baking 
challenges for the chance to win $50,000. 
Visit crazycakes.com.
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Central Austin
Now Open
15 Alonti Catering, 701 S. Lamar Blvd., 
opened Sept. 13. General Manager David 
Carney launched his own location after 
working with the company in Fort Worth 
for nine years. The catering company 
serves businesses during office meetings, 
training groups and other related events. 
The menu has a variety of influences 
including American and Mexican. Call 
916-8220 or visit www.alonti.com. 

16 Paloma Efron opened Coco Paloma 
Desserts, 6701 Burnet Road, to offer 
custom-made cakes to the community. 
Efron prefers customers make 

appointments since the speciality shop 
does not carry cakes in-store. The shop 
makes wedding cakes, party cakes and 
decorative cookies. Call 419-1582 or  
visit www.cocopalomadesserts.com. 

17 UT alumna Jennifer McCamish 
opened Dancers Shape Oct. 25 at 5350 
Burnet Road. The 800-square-foot fitness 
studio combines classes in Pilates, yoga, 
ballet barre and stretches and exercises 
inspired by dancing. The studio will sell 
one-month passes at a reduced cost of 
$100 through Dec. 31. Call 382-9150 or 
visit www.dancersshape.com. 

18 East Side Pies opened at 5312 Airport 
Blvd. in early October. Owners Michael 
Fried and Noah Polk run the pizza 
restaurant, which is the couple’s second 
location that is delivery or carry out only. 

Polk describes the menu as very diverse, 
with a choice of six different base sauces 
for pizzas and a thin crust. Call 454-7437 
or visit www.eastsidepies.com. 

19 Hopdoddy Burger Bar, 1400 S. 
Congress Ave., opened Oct. 13 in the 
former location of Cissi’s Market. The 
restaurant was formed by the concept 
creators of Z’Tejas, Roaring Fork and 
Eddie V’s; the chefs from Saba and 
Moonshine; and the interior designer 
from Vespaio and Justine’s. The restaurant 
plans to carry about a dozen local beers 
on tap. The premium burger restaurant 
extends its homemade techniques to its 
ice cream and bar syrups, which are made 
with cane sugar. Call 243-7505 or visit 
www.hopdoddy.com.
 
20 Torchy’s Tacos opened its sixth 
location in Austin in mid-October at 
5119 Burnet Road. The local Tex-Mex 
chain built the new location from the 
ground up, rather than renovating an 
existing building. Call 382-0823 or visit 
www.torchystacos.com.

21 Owners Brian and LeAnn Cottom 
opened Ice Ice Bambino, 2209 E. Cesar 
Chavez St., at the East Side Food Park in 
early September. They are the owners of 
the food park, which also houses Not 
Your Mama’s Food Truck and Head 
Hancho’s Grill. The Italian ice trailer has 
stopped serving ice for the winter season 
but will begin again in March. During the 
winter the trailer will serve Mexican hot 
chocolate and a variety of coffee drinks. 
Call 919-6192. 

22 Owner Jeanie Harvey opened Jeanie’s 
Java, 2810 S. Congress Ave., July 15, 
overlooking The Great Outdoors nursery. 
All coffee and tea at the coffeehouse is 
organic and fair traded. Jeanie’s serves 
cold- and hot-pressed sandwiches along 
with other items, such as spinach salad 
and the avocado bliss. Call 916-8804 or 
visit www.jeaniesjava.net. 

23 Roy Chadwick opened Not Your 
Mama’s Food Truck, 2209 E. Cesar 
Chavez St., Sept. 6, introducing Asian-
inspired street food to the mobile eatery 
scene, which includes Korean-style 
barbecued beef tongue. His trailer is a 
part of the recently established East Side 
Food Park. For updated locations and 
times, visit the trailer’s Facebook page. 

24 One Love Kitchen, 3109 E. Cesar 
Chavez St., recently opened in the parking 
lot of Planet K. The Caribbean food trailer 
serves dishes such as the jerk chicken. Call 
921-2645 or visit www.onelovekitchen.net.

25 Located across from the Dell 
Children’s Medical Center of Central 
Texas, Paco’s Tacos, 1304 E. 51st St., 
serves Tex-Mex food in a casual dining 
atmosphere. Owners Alan and Margaret 
Baldree opened the restaurant Sept. 7. It 

has a patio dining area and will serve 
beer and wine by the end of November. 
Call 323-6206. 

26 PeopleFund, also known as The 
Center for Economic Opportunity, held 
its ribbon cutting Oct. 27 at its 2921 E. 
17th St. location. The center was built 
using stimulus funds awarded to the city 
for use in community projects. 
Approximately $500,000 went toward 
construction of the center, which will be a 
small-business incubator. Small-business 
loans can be up to $250,000. Call  
472-8087 or visit www.peoplefund.org. 

27 Owner Bill Chinn brought the yogurt 
franchise Red Mango, 2222 Rio Grande 
St., Ste. C120, to Austin’s West Campus 
area. The yogurt shop started in South 
Korea, and its first U.S. location is in Los 
Angeles. The shop also serves smoothies, 
and the menu is entirely organic with no 
artificial ingredients. The yogurt, at 30 
calories per serving, comes straight from 
the dairy to the shop. Call 476-1496 or 
visit www.redmangousa.com. 

28 Steven Todd Salon opened in 
November at 2900 W. Anderson Lane, 
Ste. 300. The new salon serves both 
women and men and offers coloring, 
highlights and other services such as 
perms. Appointments can be made 
online or over the phone. Call 419-9522 
or visit www.steventodd.com.
 
29 Schatzelein (pronounced shots-a-
line), 1713 S. First St., recently opened and 
sells handmade jewelry from local and 
national designers. Call 382-0969 or visit  
www.schatzeleinaustin.com.

30 PromiseLand Church opened the 
PromiseLand Learning Center at  
1504 E. 51st St. to provide child care for 
children between the ages of 6 weeks  
and 5 years old. The center includes a  
capacity of 200 children and features a 
16,400-square-foot space complete with 
an indoor playroom, computer lab and 
cafetorium. Call 220-6381 or visit  
www.promiselandlearningcenter.com.

Indulge Cheese Company Austin, a 
catering company specializing in artisan 
cheese creations from co-founders 
Amanda Reyna and Mara Hafele, is open 
for businesses and serves the Greater 
Austin area. Call 317-3345, visit  
www.indulgecheese.com, or turn to P. 9 
for more information about the company.   

UpKeepers Inc., a complete home 
maintenance and handyman service, 
has opened in Austin and serves the 
surrounding area. After realizing there 
was a need for services maintaining 
the home, owner Thomas Molidor, the 
president and owner of a custom home–
building business, started up his new 
business for one-stop home maintenance 
needs, including cleaning the gutters and 
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News or questions about Central Austin? 
E-mail ctanews@impactnews.com.

West Anderson Lane’s Cover 3 held a combination charity 
fundraiser and second anniversary celebration in November.

Hopdoddy Burger Bar opened in October in the former  
Cissi’s Market location on South Congress Avenue.
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Frozen yogurt franchise Red Mango recently opened on  
Rio Grande Street in West Campus by owner Bill Chinn.

27

Owner LeAnn Cottom serves an icy treat from the menu of Ice 
Ice Bambino, an Italian ice trailer that opened in September.

21

Cutie Pie Wagon, a homemade-pie trailer that draws from 
hundreds of pie recipes, celebrated its first annivesary this fall.

31

remodeling kitchens. Call 866-994-8833 
or visit www.theupkeepers.com. 

Anniversaries 
31 Cutie Pie Wagon, 1600 S. Congress 
Ave., celebrated its first anniversary Oct. 
10. The pie wagon is the creation of cook 
Jaynie Buckingham who uses more than 
500 pie recipes that are self-created or 
passed down through her family. Pies 
include blackberry cobbler, amaretto 
pumpkin pecan and chocolate raspberry. 
Cutie Pies also caters. Call 589-7979 or 
visit www.cutiepiewagon.com. 

32 Urban Living Furniture, 7727 Burnet 
Road, recently celebrated its 20th 
anniversary. The shop offers contemporary 
and transitional furniture and has been 
locally owned for 10 years. Call 451-2144 or 
visit www.urbanlivingaustin.com. 

33 Physician’s Way Medical Weight 
Management, owned by Dr. Richard 
Kelley and his wife, Dr. Sherrill Kelley, is 
celebrating its fifth anniversary and has 
undergone a rebranding of the business. 
The weight management clinic, located at 
2416B S. Lamar Blvd., focuses on 
teaching dietary, lifestyle and fitness 
concepts to create a change for patients. 
Call 440-1800 or visit  
www.physiciansway.com.

34 Marathon Real Estate, 4105 Medical 
Parkway, Ste. 209, celebrated its fourth 
anniversary on Oct. 28 at House + Earth. 
The event featured a drawing for gift 
cards and a weekend getaway. Visit  
www.marathon-re.com.

35 Sugar Mama’s Bakeshop, 1905 S. 
First St., hosted its second anniversary 
Oct. 17 with a customer appreciation 
party. The bakeshop provided live music, 
free cupcakes and drinks, as well as a 
cupcake cannon. Call 448-3727 or visit  
www.sugarmamasbakeshop.com. 

36 Cover 3, a bar and restaurant located 
at 2700 W. Anderson Lane, celebrated its 
second anniversary in November by 
teaming up with local nonprofit 
Partnerships for Children to host an event 
that collected toys and raised funds for 
holiday gifts for local children. Call 
374-1121 or visit cover-3.com.

relocations 
37 Head Hancho’s Grill moved from its 
location on Anthony Street to the East Side 
Food Park, 2209 E. Cesar Chavez St. Sisters 
Yesenia and Ruby Estrada run the trailer. 
The menu is Tex-Mex and includes burgers 
and tacos. Call 501-6862.

ME Television, a 24-hour music 
television network, moved from its 
offices on 2130 S. Congress Ave. to the 
Austin Studios film production complex 
located at 1901 E. 51st St. ME Television 
provides exposure for regional artists 
and touring groups that make up the 

Texas live music scene. Call 804-2400 or 
visit www.metelevision.com.

Coming Soon 
38 La Patisserie by Luxe Sweet, 602 W. 
Annie St., will open mid- to late 
November. The French bakery is owned 
by Soraiya Nagree, the operator of online 
sweets site www.luxesweets.com. Visit 
www.lpaustin.com. 

San Mateo, Calif.–based Pain 
Therapeutics Inc. will relocate its 
headquarters to Austin, CEO Remi 
Barbier announced Oct. 28. The drug 
development company will have an 
Austin office up and running by Jan. 1, 
after which portions of the company will 
gradually transition to Austin. The entire 
operation will be active by the end of 
2011. Visit www.paintrials.com.

Expansions 
39 Simplicity Wine & Eats, 4801 Burnet 
Road, will soon expand its establishment 
to feature a second bar and additional back 
patio seating, both of which are expected 
to open by the end of November. The wine 
and tapas bar will expand its capacity to 
approximately 150 patrons after the 
additions are complete. Call 419-0200  
or visit www.simplicitywinebar.com.

Boston’s Pools by Design added pool 
cleaning and maintenance services to its 
line of offerings in September. Owner 
Doug Boston started building custom-
designed commercial and residential 
pools in Central Texas in February. Call 
484-6944 or visit www.bostonspools.com 

Closing the Doors
40 Austin Brevita, a coffee stand located 
at 1219 S. Lamar Blvd., recently closed its 
doors. The location in Dripping Springs is 
still open at 1600 Hwy. 290 E. Call 
858-2135 or visit www.austinbrevita.com. 

In the News 
41 Owner and chef James Holmes has 
expanded his restaurant Olivia, 2043 S. 
Lamar Blvd., to include a catering 
component. The restaurant serves entrées 
such as spicy pork shoulder, speckled 
trout, lamb liver and onions, filet mignon 
and several desserts. Call 804-2700 or 
visit www.olivia-austin.com. 

42 A 2.2-acre parcel of land at 3600 S. 
Lamar Blvd. has been sold to a local 
investor for an undisclosed amount, CB 
Richard Ellis, the representing company of 
the purchasing bank, announced Oct. 25. 
The tract of land was initially targeted for a 
69-unit condo development several years 
ago, but the plans were later scrapped.

43 Offers.com, a coupons and deals 
website, announced in early November it 
obtained $7 million from a Philadelphia-
based investment company to expand its 
marketing and product development 
departments. Offers.com is maintained by 

Vertive Inc., a performance marketing 
company located at 3721 Executive Center 
Drive, Ste. 100. Visit www.deals.com.

44 The Travis County Farmers Market 
reopened Nov. 11 under new management. 
The market, held at 6701 Burnet Road, 
includes mobile food trailers, crafts and 
produce. Call 454-1002.

Rudy’s Country Store and Bar-B-Q 
has launched a new service that allows 
customers to purchase and ship Rudy’s 
brisket, turkey breast and ribs anywhere 
in the country through its website. All 
orders include a bottle of Rudy’s barbecue 
sauce. Visit www.rudys.com.  

The professional soccer team Austin 
Aztex will relocate to Orlando, Aztex 
President Phil Rawlins announced Oct. 
25. The team, renamed the Orlando City 
Soccer Club, will play in April 2011 in 
Florida. Visit www.austinaztex.com. 

Austin Community College students 
can continue to use city buses for free 
through August 2012. ACC paid Capital 
Metro $500,000 to continue the free-ride 
program. The funding came from student 
sustainability fees and employee parking 
permit fees.

The Ninth Annual Texas Classic Car 
Show, held in October, raised more than 
$30,000 for the Make-A-Wish Foundation 
of Central and South Texas. The event, 
held at Rudy’s County Store and Bar-B-Q 
at 11570 Research Blvd., featured approxi-
mately 250 classic cars and was free and 
open to the public. All money received 
from registrations, raffle ticket sales, the 
silent auction, T-shirt sales and donations 
were included in the funds raised. Visit 
www.cstx.wish.org.

White Lodging Services Corp. has 
sold Austin’s Courtyard by Marriott, 
Hilton Garden Inn and Fairfield Inn 
and Suites hotels to Apple Real Estate 
Investment Trust Companies for an 
undisclosed amount. White Lodging 
will continue management of the three 
hotels. The sale was part of a 16-property 
deal between White Lodging and AEI 
that was announced Nov. 4.

The Dolan Co., a business information 
and services provider, has opened a new 
legislative reporting and data service 
firm, Legislative Information Service 
of America, in Austin. While operations 
began Nov. 1, the firm will complete 
its physical move in December. The 
new firm provides real-time legislative 
information in all 50 states and is a joint 
venture with Austin-based Telran Inc.  
Visit www.dolandmedia.com. 

36
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Dec. 4
By Bobby Longoria
The Downtown Austin Alliance hosts the 
2010 Holiday Sing-Along and Downtown 
Stroll that begins with caroling at the Capitol, 
led by John Aielli, host of the KUT 90.5 show 
Eklektikos. At the end of caroling, the holiday 
tree in front of the Capitol will be lit at 7 p.m., 
marking the beginning of the stroll down 
Congress Avenue. Festivities down the avenue 
include music, art and shopping. Vacant 
spaces along the avenue will be decorated 
by design firms chosen by the alliance and 
musicians will play along the street. The 
Sustainable Food Center will host a holiday 
farmers market at the event. With sponsorship 
from Caritas of Austin, Santa will be at his 
workshop on the avenue for visits. • 6–9 p.m.  
Free • Texas Capitol, 201 E. 14th St. • 469-0476 
www.downtownaustinholidays.com

Sponsored by

Calendar events must be submitted by the second Friday of 
the month. Submit events to calendar@impactnews.com  
and find our Central Texas calendar online at  
www.impactnews.com/calendar.
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The Downtown Austin Alliance is hosting The Holiday Sing-Along 
& Downtown Stroll, which seeks to unite the Austin community 
with caroling, music and holiday cheer. Since 1993, the alliance 
has sponsored the Tree Lighting Ceremony at the Capitol, which 
occurs soon after caroling at the Capitol grounds.

The Holiday Sing-Along & Downtown Stroll 

Community Events  

December
1  High Noon Talks: “In the Shadow of the Blade”
Documentarian Patrick Fries will discuss his 
production “In the Shadow of the Blade,” a 
documentary that recounts stories of Vietnam 
War veterans and their families. • Noon– 
1 p.m. • Free • The Bob Bullock Texas State  
History Museum, 1800 N. Congress Ave.   
www.thestoryoftexas.com

2  The Texas Hill Country Wine & Food 
Festival’s Chefs Wine & Dine Series
The last event in the Chefs Wine & Dine series 
concludes with Chef Josh Watkins at The Carillon. 
The dinner series offers small, private VIP dinners 
with chefs from the Austin area. Ticket holders 
receive a champagne reception followed by a 
multiple-course meal and wine pairings. Hours 
depend on reservation • $125 per person • The 
Carillon, 1900 University Ave. • 249-6300  
www.texaswineandfood.org 

Lecture on local health care
Panelists will participate in “The need for 
increased (and changed) health care in the 
greater Austin region” lecture, part of Concordia 
University’s “Conversations With…” speaker 
series. The event will feature Charles Barnett, 
CEO and president of the Seton Family of 
Hospitals, and Norman Chenven, founder and 
CEO of Austin Regional Clinic. • 10:30–11:30 a.m. 
Free • Concordia University, Bldg. A auditorium, 
1400 Concordia University Drive  
www.concordia.edu/speakerseries

3  Third Annual McDonald’s Lights of Love 5K
McDonald’s will host a 5K to benefit the Ronald 
McDonald House of Austin and Central Texas. 
Patrons can run, walk or jog through a holiday-
themed trail. Santa Claus and Ronald McDonald 
will be available at the event for pictures. Music, 
crafts and food will also be at the event. Pets 
are welcome. • 5 p.m. • $25 • Mueller Browning 
Hangar, 4550 Mueller Blvd. • 472-9844   
rmhc-austin.kintera.org/lightsoflove

4–23   
The 48th annual production of “The Nutcracker”
The state’s longest-running production of “The 
Nutcracker” returns for its 48th year. The story 
follows Clara, who must defeat a giant rat king 
and transform her nutcracker doll into a prince. 
Music will be provided by the Austin Symphony 
Orchestra. • Times vary depending on date  
Prices vary • Long Center for the Performing Arts, 
701 W. Riverside Drive • www.balletaustin.org

5  Austin’s “Dancing with the Stars”
Austin continues its local version of the TV show 
“Dancing With the Stars.” Local celebrities will 
dance and glide to win the disco ball trophy. Past 
participants include Police Chief Art Acevedo, 
country singer Larry Gatlin and model/actress 
Eloise DeJoria. Proceeds benefit the Center for 
Child Protection. Tickets prices are based on 
donations • Hilton Downtown Austin, 500 E. Fourth 
St. • 472-1164 • www.centerforchildprotection.org/
events/fundraising/dancing

10  An Evening with Michael Pollan
Book People and Edible Austin’s Eat Local Week 
present Michael Pollan, a bestselling author, 
journalist and food activist, who writes on healthy 
food diets and how it contrast with modern 
eating habits. His writings are geared toward 
healthy, local and sustainable food options.  
8 p.m. • Prices vary depending on seat • Bass 
Concert Hall, 2350 Robert Dedman Drive   
471-4454 • www.texasperformingarts.org 

17–31
radio City Christmas Spectacular
The world-famous Radio City Rockettes bring 
their eye-high kicks and a cast and crew of more 
than 100 to Austin for their Christmas show. The 
program includes the reenactment of the first 
Christmas, parade of the wooden soldiers and 
Santa’s visit. Tickets must be purchased for infants 
and children. Times vary depending on date  
$25.50–$69.50 • Bass Concert Hall, 2350 Robert 
Dedman Drive • www.texasperformingarts.org

November
25  20th Annual ThunderCloud Subs  
Turkey Trot
ThunderCloud Subs will host a five-mile run, 
one-mile walk and a Stepping Stone School Kids 
race to benefit Caritas of Austin. More than 15,000 
Austinites are expected to attend the event, which 
offers food and entertainment. • 9 a.m. • $18 • Long 
Center for the Performing Arts, 701 W. Riverside 
Drive • 479-8805 • www.thundercloud.com

Worth the Trip
26  Thanksgiving shopping spree
For two days patrons can enjoy holiday gift 
shopping in the Hill Country at the Flat Creek 
Estate Vineyard and Winery. Handcrafted items will 
be on display from more than 20 local artists. Items 
include jewelry, paintings, photography, stained 
glass, truffles and pottery. 11 a.m.–5 p.m. • Free 
Flat Creek Estate Vineyard and Winery, 24912 
Singleton Bend, Marble Falls • 267-6310  
www.flatcreekestate.com

27  Chuy’s 22nd Annual Children Giving  
to Children Parade
The Chuy’s Christmas event began in 1987 and 
started as an annual toy drive held at two Chuy’s 
locations in Austin to benefit the Operation Blue 
Santa Program. The event grew to become a 
parade on Congress Avenue where participants 
gather toys from Austinites along the avenue. The 
parade features inflatable balloons, holiday floats, 
marching bands and Santa. All toys gathered 
will be distributed by the Operation Blue Santa 
Program. 11 a.m. • Free • Begins at the Capitol, 201 
E. 14th St., and continues down Congress Avenue 
to Cesar Chavez Street • www.chuysparade.com

27 Thanksgiving Dance
The Austin Ballroom Dancers will host an evening 
of social ballroom dancing featuring the Nash 
Hernandez Orchestra. The ABD is a nonprofit 
social organization that teaches and hosts 
ballroom dancing. The group sponsors dances, 
classes and workshops. • 7:30–10:30 p.m. • $15  
Austin Recreation Center, 1301 Shoal Creek Blvd.  
989-3939 • www.austinballroomdancers.org

Ongoing 
Sundays through Dec. 26
“The Flying Theater Machine”
Every Sunday The Hideout Theatre will host the 
“Flying Theater Machine,” which is the only child-
oriented improv production in Austin. Audience 
members offer suggestions and sound effects 
for the improv actors, and some children in the 
audience are brought on stage for performances. 
The event is geared toward children ages 4 to 
10 and runs through Dec 26. • 2 p.m. • $8 • The 
Hideout Theatre, 617 Congress Ave. • 443-3688  
www.hideouttheatre.com 

Wednesdays
The Austin Poetry Slam
Approximately one dozen spoken-word artists 
are pit against one another in an energized 
competition of poetry and verse. Random judges 
from the audience are selected to rate the poets 
on a scale of zero to 10. The top three poets are 
awarded $100 in prize money. • 8 p.m. • $5 (21 and 
up) • ND at 501 Studios, 501 N. I-35 • 485-3001  
www.austinslam.com

Thursdays
The Historic Travis County Farmers Market
The Travis County Farmers Market features more 
than 50 stalls for vendors. The market welcomes 
“The Earthkeepers Are You and Me,” an exhibition 
of crystals, minerals and rocks presented as art in 
the market’s Red Barn until the end of the year. 
3–8 p.m. • Free • Travis County Farmers Market, 
6701 Burnet Road • 879-8565

Through Jan. 2
Discovering the Language of Photography: 
The Gernsheim Collection
The Helmut and Alison Gernsheim collection 
includes work from the first 150 years of 
photography. Early photographs, as well as 
photos by Lewis Carroll, Julia Margaret Cameron 
and Henry Peach Robinson, will be featured. 
Hours of the center vary • Free • Harry Ransom 
Center, 21st and Guadalupe streets • 471-8944 
www.hrc.utexas.edu
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Central Austin Business Insider By Andrea Leptinsky

The City of Austin, Austin 
Technology Incubator and The 
University of Texas at Austin 
College of Pharmacy announced 
at the end of October they have 
partnered together to cre-
ate the UTech Dorm Room, a 
cooperative research laboratory 
that provides wet lab space for 
developing bioscience startup 
companies.

The College of Pharmacy will 
house the UTech Dorm Room. 
Individuals who have an idea 
for a life science technology may 
apply to the program through 
the college’s Drug Dynamics 
Institute. 

“Austin is a community 
of thinkers and bioscience 

Local partnership formed to create vital laboratory space

An Austin-based phone appli-
cation company has received a 
local honor for its groundbreak-
ing work. 

Mutual Mobile was named best 
mobile marketing company by 
the Austin Advertising Federa-
tion. The business is spearheaded 
by 23-year-old CEO John Arrow, 
one of four founding members.

Nominated by members of the 
association, the award honors 
innovative work performed by 
individuals in the Austin area. 

“This is great honor,” Arrow 
said. “Our team’s ability to oper-
ate simultaneously as both a tech-
nology and marketing company 
gives us a marked advantage in 
providing clients with cutting-
edge solutions.”

Big Weekend Calendars and 
its owner, Mike Stefanik, are 
celebrating five years of success-
ful business in Austin.

 Big Weekend Calendars is the 
publisher of the Austin Events 
Calendar and was launched with 
its 2006 calendar by Stefanik. 
The company employs 20 people, 
including designers, writers, pho-
tographers and marketers.

The company saw a 37 percent 
jump in sales with its 2009–10 
calendar, something Stefanik 
credits to Austinites who love 
keeping an active lifestyle while 
exploring the city.

“For some people, being 
engaged in the community 
means going to events and 

Amanda Reyna and Mara 
Hafele have opened Indulge 
Cheese Company Austin, a 
catering company that combines 
food and art into one product. 

“It is a unique product,” 
Reyna said. “Especially when 
people are economizing, and 
with the economy the way that 
it is … you can have a pho-
tographic presentation and a 
groom’s cake and then feed 
everyone. It’s actually quite 
stunning.” 

Reyna is a California native 
who has spent the majority of 
her career in marketing and 
advertising, but noted she has 
multiple friends who have taken 
on the same endeavor she has, 
of combining food and art into 
one display. Hafele is an Austin 

CEO of local 
startup receives 
marketing award

Calendar business 
celebrates five 
years of success

entrepreneurs,” said Janet Win-
slow, director of DDI. “People 
all over the city have ideas for 
novel products. Many of these 
great ideas are never fully devel-
oped due to a lack of lab space 
facilities, where new ideas can 
be tested.”

Wet labs provide water, ven-
tilation and built-in safety fea-
tures needed to test chemicals, 
drugs or other biological matter, 
she said. Because these types of 
labs are expensive to maintain, 
providing entrepreneurs the 
opportunity to rent this type of 
lab space is vital for developing 
business ideas in Austin.

The City of Austin will pro-
vide $55,000 to go toward lab 

Mutual Mobile began in 2008. 
The company provides market-
ing, development and strategy 
planning for individuals or 
companies who want to cre-
ate their own iPhone or smart 
phone application. The com-
pany now includes 74 members 
and expects to grow another 30 
percent this year.

Indulge Cheese Company brings art to food

Indulge Cheese Company
317-3345
www.indulgecheese.com

Drug Dynamics Institute at 
the College of Pharmacy
At the intersection of 24th Street 
and University Avenue
471-4841
www.utexas.edu/pharmacy/ 
research/interdis/ddi

Mutual Mobile
1709 rio Grande St.
800-208-3563
www.mutualmobile.com

Mutual Mobile CEO John Arrow (center) credits his success to the creativity of his teammates.
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native who has worked in the 
catering industry and has also 
worked as an artist.

Together the pair provides 
artisan cheese arrangements 
artfully designed. They import 
cheese from Italy and France 
and also provide other high-
quality ingredients, such as 
Scottish quince jelly, English 
table crackers and Texas organic 
honeycomb. 

While Reyna and Hafele 
have no permanent office or 
showroom location, they can be 
contacted through their website 
and serve the entire Austin area.

equipment, preparation and 
operating expenses. Of that 
amount, $35,000 will come 
from the city’s economic  
development funds.
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festivals, and for others, it may 
be having a hobby, volunteering 
or pursuing a unique pasttime,” 
he said. “Our calendar makes it 
easy for everyone to find some-
thing rewarding to do.”

The Austin Events Calendar 
features more than 250 activities 
and events. It costs $14.97 and 
can be found at H-E-B, Whole 
Foods Market, Central Market 
and other drug store chains.

CEO Mike Stefanik started his company in 2005.
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Sneak Attack owner Joah Spearman was inspired to create his “pop-up” business after witnessing 
the popularity and success of shoes sales when coupled with the hip-hop and skater culture.
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Business Profile  |  Sneak Attack

Sneak Attack
422-3686
www.sneakattackaustin.com

By Bobby Longoria
Like a ninja, Joah Spearman 

pops up from location to loca-
tion throughout Austin selling 
hard-to-find sneakers from his 
mobile store, Sneak Attack, a 
company he started just a few 
years after graduating from The 
University of Texas.

The pop up store is inspired 
in part by Asian culture as well 
as the booming sneaker culture 
of New York, Los Angeles and 

Washington, D.C. Immediately 
after graduating from UT with a 
public relations degree, Spear-
man moved to Washington, 
D.C. where he became the head 
speechwriter for FEMA. It was 
there that he became intrigued 
by sneaker boutiques that were 
closely tied to skateboarding and 
hip-hop cultures.

After moving back to Austin 
Jan. 28, 2009, Spearman noticed 
a hip-hop and skating culture 

within the city, but it lacked an 
appropriate shoe vendor that 
meshed with these styles. With 
help from his friend Paul Carosa, 
founder of RunTex, Spearman 
launched Sneak Attack last year 
at a location off of Second Street, 
within the same building as City 
Hall, the day after Thanksgiving. 

Although Spearman had a 
permanent location at the time, 
he organized pop up events 
where he took his entire inven-
tory and sold shoes at events 
such as First Thursday outside of 
Jo’s Hot Coffee – Good Food on 
South Congress Avenue. Spear-
man’s shoe inventory includes 
Nike, Adidas, Vans and Creative 
Wreck. He only sells one or 
two pairs of every shoe so that 
customers know there will be 
few others walking around with 
their sneakers.

He has moved out of the loca-
tion at City Hall to concentrate 
more on the pop-up concept.

On top of selling shoes, Sneak 
Attack carries shirts from 
Austin, Los Angeles and New 
York clothing lines. He supports 
Austin’s Sanctuary Print Shop 
and Kirin Clothing, and he will 

soon carry clothing from a Hong 
Kong–based clothing company 
called Knowledge.

Spearman’s goal is to be inte-
grated within the music culture, 
in particular hip-hop, in Austin. 
He has set up at music shows 
and, most recently, sold his shoes 
at Fun Fun Fun Fest in early 
November. He also sets up on 
Rainey Street in Central Austin, 
selling shoes at Bar 96 as well as 
Clive Bar.

Sneak Attack will celebrate 
its one-year anniversary Dec. 1 
with a party at Beauty Bar. The 
business will also pop up at the 
rescheduled Big Boi show hap-
pening at the East Side Drive-In 
Dec. 4.

Spearman intends on growing 
the business not by opening a 
brick-and-mortar location, but 
by networking with bars, music 
venues and other small busi-
nesses that need help in market-
ing themselves. His expertise 
with social media allows him 
to be a key consultant to up-
and-coming entrepreneurs, and 
he intends on spreading his 
philosophy that led Sneak Attack 
to become successful.

Each pair of shoes Joah Spearman sells at his pop 
up events are one of a kind. At events he only sells 
one pairs of shoes in one size so that shoppers can 
be reassured that their style is unique.

Joah’s career path
Joah Spearman is also a writer and will 
soon release his book “Indisputable: A 
Fan’s Guide to the Live Music Capital,” 
during South by Southwest 2011. The 
book is a guide to live music in Austin.

He previously worked as a consultant 
for the chariman of the International 
Olympic Committee and the 
commissioner of the Pac-10 Conference.

Upcoming pop-up dates:
Dec. 1: Sneak Attack’s One-Year 
Anniversary with Theophilus London, 
Beauty Bar, 617 E. Seventh St.

Dec. 4: Big Boi show at the East Side 
Drive-In, 1001 E. Sixth St.

Dec. 11: Biz Markie show at the Scoot 
Inn, 1308 E. Fourth St.

COMMIT
Commit to a waterwise  
lifestyle. We provide 
the tools to make  
conservation easy  
and affordable.

CALCULATE
Estimate your average 
household water usage with 
our online water calculator.

CONSERVE
Save water and track your 
savings using the graphs on 
your utility statement.

Saving water isn’t    
just for summer. It’s 
easy to conserve 
all year round.  
Here are some 
tips:
• Add aerators  

to faucets
• Replace old 

showerheads  
with new low- 
flow models 

• Replace old  
toilets with  
high-efficiency 
models.

Know 
your 3Cs

www.WaterWiseAustin.org or call 974-2199

If your home 
was built prior 
to 1996 you 
may qualify for 
our free toilet 
program. 
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Business Profile  |  AustiNuts

Origin of the product
AustiNuts sells a variety of nuts that come in 
different flavors. For their nuts, store owners Cipi 
Ilai and her son, Doron, use local, American and 
international vendors.

Texas
Pecans
Peanuts

California
Almonds
Pistachios
Walnuts

Upper Midwest
Sunflower kernels

India and Vietnam
Cashews

Central America, 
Australia, South Africa
Macadamias

Brazil, Bolivia, Peru
Brazil nuts

China
Pumpkin seeds
Pumpkin kernels
Pine nuts

Israel
Sunflower seeds

AustiNuts
2900 W. Anderson Lane, Ste. 19-B
323-6887
www.austinuts.com

By Andrea Leptinsky
From tequila and lime-flavored pista-

chios to barbecue-flavored cashews, Aus-
tiNuts, located on West Anderson Lane, 
serves a variety of flavored nuts to those 
looking for a locally produced snack.

AustiNuts, run by Cipi Ilai and her 
son, Doron, opened in 1993 in a small 
storefront on the north side of West 
Anderson Lane. Cipi and Doron dry roast 
their product, and while they used to do 
it on-site at their store, their business has 
grown so dramatically that they now do 
all of their roasting at a 10,000-square-
foot facility in Manor. 

“Today we can roast probably about 
1,000 pounds of nuts an hour,” Doron 
said. “When we started, we were roasting 
in two ovens, up to 100 pounds an hour.”

The facility now features seven ovens, 
including one specially ordered from 
Israel, to produce a large amount of prod-
uct. While the Manor facility stocks the 
AustiNuts store on West Anderson Lane, 
it also provides product for the family’s 
wholesale company, AustiNuts Wholesale 
Inc., which supplies nuts to Randalls, 
H-E-B, Central Market, Austin-Berg-
strom International Airport and conve-
nience stores throughout the city.

The family, originally from Israel, cred-
its its success to its Mediterranean style of 
roasting nuts, which uses hot air instead 
of oil, the latter of which is most often the 
primary method that larger nut-produc-
ing companies use. 

“Oil-roasted nuts are actually cheap, but 
when you roast them, they absorb some 
moisture and become heavier,” Doron said. 
“With dry roasting, you actually lose some 
moisture and you end up with less.”

Because nuts are sold by weight, dry 
roasting provides the customer with more 
product for a cheaper price.

“We also feel [the nuts] are crunchier 
and better tasting this way,” Doron said.

AustiNuts makes its products very 
customizable, depending on the client’s 
orders. If a customer prefers a certain nut 
with a certain flavoring, the store will 

fulfill that special order, as long as it is a 
minimum of 15 pounds. The store also 
provides decorative baskets, tins and boxes 
to create gift packages that can be filled 
with any assortment of nuts and candies.

AustiNuts also provides kosher, low-
carb and sugar-free items. The store 
features a line of Texas-made products 
that includes honey, jellies, hot sauce and 
pecan brittle, all of which can be incorpo-
rated into any custom-made basket.

Cipi Ilai and her son, Doron, opened AustiNuts in 1993 to bring fresh Mediterranean-style roasted nuts to Austin. The pair have 
also opened a second store in Dallas and do all of their roasting at a 10,000-square-foot facility in Manor.

Need health 
insurance?

Nancy Callahan, Agent
3500 Jefferson, Suite 313

Austin, TX 78731

Bus: 512-451-7573

Toll Free: 866-451-7573

www.nancyjocallahan.com

Se habla español

If you’re between jobs, in school, or 
starting your own business, don’t 
sweat it. I have plans from Assurant 
Health designed with your needs in 
mind. To find out more about short 
term, student or individual medical 
coverage, call me today.

See a local State Farm® agent for more details on coverage, costs, restrictions, and renewability. Assurant 
Health products are underwritten and issued by Time Insurance Company, Milwaukee, WI, which is financially 
responsible for these products. No member of the State Farm family of companies is financially responsible for 
these products. Assurant, Assurant Health and Time Insurance company are not affiliates of State Farm.

P097300 State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company • Bloomington, IL • statefarm.com®

2050 S. Lamar Blvd.
512-326-8742

opacoffeewine.com

COFFEE • WINE
BAR

OPEN
8AM • 1AM

HAPPY HOUR
Free WiFi

• Book your Holiday Parties Now!
• Happy Hour Specials Mon-Sat 3-7,
 All day Sunday
 Half Off any open bottle
 20 % Off any Unopened Bottle
 $1 Off Beer
 $2 Sangria
• More than 51 Beers–Local and 

Imported from around the world
• More than 60 Wines
• Live Music Every Night
• Fire Dancing
• Local Coffee Brews
• Pet Friendly
• Greek Nights
• Ping Pong, Boccee Ball, and Fire 

Pit for smores
• Soft Drinks from around the world
• Light Food for Lunch & Breakfast

20% Off 
Purchase

Must Present Coupon
Exludes Alcohol
Expires 12/31/10

Can food drive to 
support Capital Area 

Food Bank
Bring in a can good, 

receive 
10% off



12  |  November 2010   Community Impact Newspaper • Central Austin Edition



Community Impact Newspaper • impactnews.com   November 2010  |  13  
Ph

ot
os

 b
y 

Ka
te

 H
ul

l

The Night Hawk Frisco Shop, now located on Burnet Road, opened in 1953 as one of seven establishments.  
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Owner Julia Akin works with chefs Donny Manor and Jeff 
Plummer. Plummer said the best part of his job is the people. 

Neighborhood Dining  |  The Night Hawk Frisco Shop

By Kate Hull 
Tradition meets home cooking inside 

the country-diner haven of The Night 
Hawk Frisco Shop, one of Austin’s oldest 
restaurants and the last remaining eatery 
of the Night Hawk restaurant chain. 

Harry Akin, the founder of the Night 
Hawk Restaurants, opened his first of 
seven with a hamburger joint in 1932 on 
South Congress Avenue. There he coined 
the phrase “there’s nothing accidental 
about quality,” a motto that can still be 
found hanging above the kitchen at the 
Frisco Shop. As his business boomed, 
six more restaurants opened throughout 
Austin. The Frisco Shop was his fourth. 

Since Akin’s death in 1976, the other six 
Night Hawks have closed. The Frisco Shop 
has remained in the family through the 
ownership of Akin’s nephew, Harry Akin, 
and Harry’s wife, Julia, who have contin-
ued to run the restaurant based on the 
quality and the style of the original. 

“I can’t think of another restaurant in 
Austin that has the legacy that the Night 
Hawk restaurants have,” Julia said. “And 
we are also a unique business because of 
the number of employees that have been 
with us for 50 years.”

Chef Jeff Plummer, now 71, has been 
a chef at the Frisco Shop since the ’70s. 
Chef Donny Manor has been with the 
restaurant for 23 years. Both chefs said it 
is the people who make the job fun.

“One of the advantages of having cooks 
like Jeff and Donny is the consistency in 
the Night Hawk recipes,” Harry said. “It’s 
great for customers to be able to walk in 
and get one of our Top Chop’t Steaks or a 
Down South Hamburger, and know it is 
going to taste how they expect it to taste.”

Since the Frisco Shop opened its doors 
in 1953, it has relocated and enlarged 
several times. But the shop remains a 
friendly environment where waitstaff 
are asked for by name and regulars are 
lifelong fans. 

Homer Owen said it is the food and 
the familiarity that keeps him coming. 

“I am 67 years old, and I have been 
coming here for [all my life],” Owen said. 
“I remember coming here when it was a 
little hamburger joint in South Austin.”

For Julia, it is the familiarity and the 
family atmosphere that makes Frisco 
Shop work. 

“As Austin evolves and as it changes, it’s 
places like this that are becoming harder 
and harder to find. We just have to hold 
on to tradition,” she said. 

Frisco favorites:
“The Top Chop’t Steaks have always been my 
favorite; they are good and consistent.” 

—Homer Owens, Frisco Shop regular

“I think I’ve eaten just about everything on the menu, 
but the chocolate cream pie is the best.” 

—Liz Mabry, a Frisco Shop waitress who has 
worked at the restaurant for 20 years

“The enchiladas are the best, but we have added new 
items like the flat-iron salads that are so good too.” 

—Julia Akin, owner of the  
Night Hawk Frisco Shop  

The Night Hawk Frisco Shop
6801 Burnet Road
459-6279
www.frisconighthawk.com

The Nutcracker
The 48th Annual Production of

Dec 4-23  |  The Long Center

Visit www.balletaustin.org or call 512.476.2163

Choreography Stephen Mills   |  Music Peter Illyitch Tchaikovsky
Musical Accompaniment by The Austin Symphony

Tickets starting at $15
Discounts available for groups of 10 or more.

–

MORE DETAILS:  
www.jlaustin.org/coats 
(512) 467-8982 ext. 231

HOW YOU CAN HELP:
• Volunteer your time to sort and          

distribute coats Dec. 7th-Dec. 11th.
• Donate gently used coats to any area 

Jack Brown Cleaners through Dec. 8th 
• Donate $15 to provide a brand new 

coat to a child

DOES YOUR KID NEED A COAT:
Bring your kids and 

proof-of-need to 
Palmer Event Center 

DEC 11TH
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Community Corridor  |  The Triangle compiled by Bobby Longoria

Businesses
1 Embellish Nails & Boutique 

opened its first location in 
March 2008 at The Triangle. The 
boutique—owned by Wendy 
Purseh and Lisa McQueen, 
Austin residents—provides 
natural manicures, pedicures, 
facials and waxing. The 
boutique carries Imminence 
Organics, a product line that 
uses fruit and plants grown 
organically. Call 452-7465 or 
visit www.embellishnails.com.

2 Fitness 360 is a 24-hour 
gym that provides free weights, 
cardio and gym equipment. 
Customers have the ability to be 
assessed by the gym’s 
functional moving screen, 
which determines someone’s 
risk of injury, balances and 
imbalances. Call 233-0100 or 
visit www.fitness360.net.

3 In March 2008 seven Austin 
professionals founded Salon 
Intuitions, which offers cut and 
coloring services, as well as 
styles for special occasions. The 
salon is now offering a Brazilian 
keratin smoothing treatment for 
frizzy hair. Call 323-0880 or visit 
www.salonintuitions.net.

The Triangle, one of Austin’s most recent mixed-use development additions, has grown 
significantly within the last five years. Before the complex was completely constructed, 75 percent 
of its retail and commercial space had been leased. The Triangle occupies 120,000 square feet of 
retail, commercial and restaurant establishments and features 529 apartment homes.

4 SoLa, the business’ second 
Austin location, carries clothing, 
shoes, jewelry, accessories and 
gifts for women. Clothes come 
from vendors out of New York, 
California and other locations. 
Call 467-7370 or visit  
www.solastyle.com.

5 Sunstone Yoga, a Dallas-
based franchise, is a fitness-
focused yoga studio, with every 
class held in a heated room. The 
yoga studio offers five sequence 
classes including bikram. 
Sunstone offers a special 
program in which patrons pay  
$10 to attend the studio for 10 
consecutive days. Mats and 
towels are provided for free to 
students. Call 287-7047 or visit 
www.sunstoneyoga.com.

6 Texas Blooms Florist is a 
33-year veteran of the Austin 
retail scene and relocated from 
the Dobie Mall to The Triangle 
in August 2008. The floral 
business has flower creations 
for weddings and events, and 
also makes local deliveries. It 
carries small gifts including 
balloons, chocolates and gift 
baskets. Call 474-7719 or visit  
www.austintexasblooms.com.

restaurants
7 Launching in Austin in July 

2009, Chedd’s Gourmet Grilled 
Cheese is only one of three 
locations in the United States. 
Chedd’s makes its sandwiches 
with various cheeses including 
Italico, Gruyére, Gouda, Muenster 
and brick. Call 323-0989 or visit 
www.chedds.com.

8 The Flying Saucer 
Draught Emporium features a 
large wall filled with beer taps 
dispensing brews from around 
the world. Beer fans can join 
the restaurant’s UFO club, 
which gives incentives for 
trying all of its 74 draft beers 
and 160 bottle beers. Call 
454-8200 or visit  
www.beerknurd.com.

9 Chris Courtney, Kelly 
Chappell and Jay Bunda opened 
Galaxy Café, the third café 
location in Austin, at The 
Triangle two years ago. All  
meat, poultry and eggs served 
at the café are antibiotic free 
and hormone free. The café 
supports local businesses by 
serving bread made from local 
Austin bakeries. The menu is 
considered American gourmet 

with a twist, and the café’s 
breakfast is one of the most 
popular meals throughout the 
day. Call 323-9494 or visit  
www.galaxycafeaustin.com.

10 Owner Thomas Gohring 
opened Kick Butt Coffee after 
being inspired from an 
encounter while waiting in line 
for a bank teller. A liquor bar and 
live entertainment set the shop 
apart from other coffee shops. 
Ten made-to-order sandwiches 
have also recently been added 
to the lunch menu. One of the 
more popular events is open 
mic night on Wednesdays  
7–10 p.m. Call 467-4365 or visit  
www.kickbuttcoffee.com.

11 Mandola’s Italian Market 
was one of the first restaurants 
to open at The Triangle more 
than four years ago. The 
Mandola family first worked as 
grocery store owners in Houston 
in the early 1900s. The Triangle 
location was their first restaurant 
venture. The restaurant includes 
a market, which sells wines 
imported from Italy, as well as 
other Italian foods and drinks. 
The margherita pizza and the 
Mamma’s Pot Roast Panino are 
popular items. Call 419-9700 or 
visit www.mandolasmarket.com.

12 Sago Modern Mexican 
owners Chase Jones and Shawn 
Felby started the restaurant 
after selling their first 
restaurant, Portabla, located 
downtown. Sago serves 
regional Mexican food with a 
modern twist. Jones, who 
trained at the Culinary Institute 
of America in New York, created 
all of the restaurant’s recipes. 
The menu features dishes that 
include very little flour. The 
restaurant also has patio 
seating, a popular attraction for 
patrons. Call 452-0300 or visit  
www.sagomodernmexican.com.

13 Snap Kitchen creates 
healthy, prepackaged carry-out 
food that is made with fresh 
ingredients. The menu is 
predominately gluten free and 
organic. A variety of food types 
are carried, including Asian, 
Mediterranean and American. 
Call 459-9000 or visit  
www.snapkitchen.com.

14 The Sustainable Food 
Center Farmers Market comes 
to The Triangle’s 2-acre park 
every Wednesday. The nonprofit 
organization began the farmers 
market at The Triangle as a 

smaller version of a large 
Saturday market. The year-
round market is open 3–7 p.m. 
Wednesdays October through 
March, and 4–8 p.m. 
Wednesdays April through 
September. Vendors vary 
throughout the year, but 
typically include Animal Farm, a 
squash blossom and sun 
artichoke producer; Engel Farms, 
a fruit preserves producer; and 
Harvest Time Farm Stand, a 
vegetable and salsa producer. 
Call 236-0074 or visit www.
sfcfarmersmarketthetriangle.org.

residential
15 The Triangle residences 
opened in 2003 with three 
buildings that house 450 
apartments. In 2008 The Triangle 
added 79 lofts, which included 
flats, two-story units and 
three-story townhomes with 
direct-access garages. The 
Triangle Residences occupies a 
six-block area and features a 
2-acre park that hosts a weekly 
farmers market, outdoor movies 
and concerts. The complex offers 
three pools, an outdoor cabana 
area, courtyards and outdoor 
barbecue pits. Call 450-1500 or 
visit www.triangleaustin.com.

This is not a comprehensive listing. 
Visit www.triangleaustin.com for 
more information.
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Introducing

Avoid holiday crowds and get it delivered 
direct to your door from Dell.

Order today at 

dell.com/kinect 
or by calling 1-800-999-3355.

Free shipping on electronics and accessories priced over $49. 
Before taxes and fees.

and accessories priced over $49. 

No gadgets, no gizmos, just you!
You are the controller. 

Kinect brings games and entertainment to life in extraordinary 

new ways without using a controller. Easy to use and instantly 

fun, Kinect gets everyone off  the couch. Moving, laughing 

and cheering. Want to join a friend in the fun? Simply jump in. 

Imagine controlling movies and music with the wave of a hand 

or the sound of your voice.  With Kinect, technology evaporates, 

letting the natural magic in all of us shine. And the best part is 

Kinect works with every Xbox 360®.

Available on 11/4 at Dell.com/kinect
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Birthplace of Complex Care for Central Texas

For more than a century, families in Central Texas have turned to Seton Medical Center Austin when 

experiencing the miracle of birth. Here, we strive to offer the highest-level and continuum of care for mom 

and baby, offering:

• Recently expanded unit with new patient rooms and modern amenities for comfort and healing

• Expert teams of Ob/Gyns and specialists on medical staff, and a nursing team recognized by the 

 American Nurses Credentialing Center for excellence in care

• Nationally renowned transformational practices for safer labor and delivery

Seton Austin’s Level III NICU, the highest level of neonatal intensive care available in the area, is also 

supported by access to world-renowned pediatric subspecialists at Dell Children’s Medical Center of Central 

Texas, another member of the Seton Family of Hospitals. 

Sara’s pregnancy was doubly blessed — with twins. However, the placenta was interfering with proper 
nutrition and, as a result, one of her babies was experiencing restricted growth. 

At 32 weeks, Sara was admitted to help manage a pre-existing blood clotting disorder (antithrombin 
deficiency), but on the following day doctors realized the underdeveloped fetus was experiencing some 
distress and immediately scheduled a C-section. 

Thanks to the highly skilled, award-winning maternity team at Seton Medical Center Austin, Sara’s experience 
has a happy ending. Read her full story, or find an Ob/Gyn on our medical staff, at seton.net/austinbaby.

Sara, Caroline and Penelope 

seton.net/austinbaby

1201 West 38th Street  •  Austin, TX 78705  •   (512) 324-1000

Nancy Binford, MD, Ob/Gyn 

(Balcones Ob/Gyn)

ci_large_smca_ad4.indd   1 10/29/10   10:15 AM
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City and County Notes  |  Recent news

Travis County

City of Austin

City awards agreements, contracts for 
utility improvements

The Austin City Council approved 
several items during its Oct. 28 meet-
ing related to the construction of Water 
Treatment Plant 4 and the Jollyville Water 
Transmission Main that will connect the 
plant to the Jollyville reservoir. 

The first item passed involved the 
execution of a $2.2 million purchase 
agreement to acquire more than 13 acres 
of land located at 10900 RR 2222. The 
land, which was being used as a motor 
vehicle and boat storage yard, is needed 
for working shafts, material storage and a 
staging space for both the Jollyville Water 
Transmission Main and the Forest Ridge 
Water Transmission Main. 

Only four of the seven council mem-
bers approved a construction contract of 
$36,911 with Central Road and Utility 
Ltd. for Water Treatment Plant 4’s Bullick 
Hollow Roadway Improvements. The 

improvements are necessary for the treat-
ment plant’s raw water pump station. Left-
turn lanes will be added on the road, the 
pavement will be widened and restripped 
and utilities will be relocated. 

Blythe said to the council a second 
time that it would be imprudent to move 
forward with construction related to the 
water treatment plant until environmen-
tal studies have been completed. Visit 
www.impactnews.com for more coverage.

 
City partnership with Texas Disposal 
Systems continues

The City of Austin approved a short-
term contract with Texas Disposal 
Systems for the processing of its Single 
Stream Recycling materials effective Oct. 
1. The new system does not affect cus-
tomers or change how items are collected 
bi-weekly through the curbside services 
and 90-gallon blue carts. The contract 
may be renewed after one year.

Commissioners approve change to 
move to paper ballot after 2012

Travis County Commissioners 
approved a recommendation Oct. 19 to 
look at purchasing a paper ballot voting 
system with an electronic counter after 
the 2012 presidential election. In the 
interim, the county will continue to use 
the electronic voting system, E-Slate, 
which has drawn concerns from groups 
like Vote Rescue and the Hand Count 
Coalition who believe the system is not 
secure.

Travis County Clerk Dana DeBeauvoir 
told the court she believes the system is 
secure, but said the county is looking to 
purchase a paper ballot system as soon as 
possible.

Members of Vote Rescue, a nonpar-
tisan group in favor of hand counting 
paper ballots, testified Oct. 19 that the 
current system equates to a secret vote 

Requirement to vote at designated 
location may soon end 
Travis County Commissioners Court 
approved the creation of Election Day 
voting centers at polling locations in future 
elections. If approved, the new system could 
allow voters to vote at any polling location 
in Travis County rather than being required 
to vote at a specified precinct, similar to how 
currently early voting is 
done in the county.

The measure would have 
to go through several 
steps before it can be 
enacted, including 
approval from the Texas 
Secretary of State.
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For more information from Austin Water Utility, visit www.ci.austin.tx.us/water/wtp4.
To read more about Stop the Shafts, visit www.stoptheshafts.com.

and they want to see the county use a 
hand-counted paper ballot.

DeBeauvoir said the move to a hand-
counted paper ballot system would be 
irresponsible for Travis County because 
of its size.

Cash-Back Plus more 
from my checking account.

We’ve put the “ Plus” in Cash-back Checking 
with Cash-Back Checking Plus ! Now, in 

addition to earning a nickel each time you 
swipe and sign with your Debit Card, you will 

also now earn 5 PlusPoints. Earn $2.25 in 

Cash-Back? Get 225 PlusPoints, too!

Find out more about our PlusPoints 
Rewards Program at aplusfcu.org.

800-252-8148

Whatever your dream... 
we can help.

And so is this.

You might not immediately recognize some of  the most innocent 
faces as hungry. The fact is that 1 in 3 people nourished by our Capital 
Area Food Bank is a child. And the need for food assistance among our 
neighbors has increased more than 60% in the past four years. Hunger is  
unacceptable. Especially in our own backyard. But we can solve 
hunger. With your help.

Advocate. Donate. Volunteer. hungerisUNacceptable.com

Yes,  
this is the face of hunger in Central Texas.
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The Garden room
1601 W. 38th St., Ste. 5 | 458-5407
www.gardenroomboutique.com
Item: Velvet gloves by  
Shaneen Hux Ham

Austin Watch and Jewelry
6800 Burnet Road | 323-0991
www.austinwatchandjewelry.com
Item: Titanium Luminor Panerai 
GMT watch

Baubles and Beads
4107 S. Capital of Texas Hwy.,  
Ste. 500 | 912-0204
Item: Shawl by White House Black 
Market

Gauge Knits
5406 Parkcrest Drive | 371-9300
www.gaugeknit.com
Item: Dizzy Lettuce yarn

Bobalu Cigar Co.
509 E. Sixth St. | 469-5877
www.bobalucigarco.com
Item: Six-cigar sampler pack

Bark ’N Purr Pet Center
4604 Burnet Road | 452-3883
www.barknpurr.com
Item: Dog Smart IQ Puzzles

Anna’s Toy Depot
2620 S. Lamar Blvd. | 447-8697
www.annastoydepot.com
Item: Puzzle collection

The Garden room’s most popular designers 
include Charles Nolan, Lynn Ritchie and Yansi 
Fuge. The boutique also sells bridal gowns 
and dresses for mothers of the bride and 
groom. Those seeking a unique accessory 
can purchase one of several colored pairs of 
velvet gloves designed by Shaneen Hux Ham.

Gauge Knits is a modern knit shop that 
features products for the avid craftsperson. 
Dizzy Lettuce is a line of locally produce 
yarn that is unique to Gauge. Each type of 
yard is hand-dyed or hand-painted.

Bobalu Cigar Co. makes and manufactures 
all of its product using long filler from the 
Dominican Republic, Nicaragua and Hon-
duras. Stopping in the Sixth Street store is 
worthwhile, as the cigars are made in-house 
among browsing patrons. The sampler pack 
includes six flavored cigars.

Bark ’N Purr carries a full line of pet sup-
plies. From toys and clothes to healthy 
food, a variety of gifts for the family pet 
can be found. Dog Smart IQ Puzzles for 
cats and dogs will provide entertainment 
for the curious pet. 

Anna’s Toy Depot owner Anna Barr said 
she prides herself on selling products, such 
as puzzles, that facilitate communication 
and interaction between children and 
playmates. The store carries a line of Melissa 
& Doug puzzles, which range in size from 30 
pieces to 500 pieces.

Austin Watch and Jewelry has new and 
pre-owned watches and jewelry pieces. All 
watches are covered by a one-year limited 
warranty and include a written guarantee 
of authenticity. This Panerai watch has a 
brown leather band, a black diving band 
and is a collector’s item.

Baubles and Beads is strictly a women’s 
consignment shop located at the shop-
ping plaza between South Capital of Texas 
Highway and South Lamar Boulevard.  
The shop provides select designer apparel 
as well as accessories and shoes. 

$60–$64

$14–$24

$6.95–$12

$7,700

$6.50–$24.95

$68

$49–$59

Hog Wild Vintage
100 E. North Loop Blvd., Ste.A
467-9453
www.hogwildtx.com
Item: Sears Silvertone record player

Hog Wild Vintage sells a variety of unique 
furniture, housewares, lighting fixtures and 
clothing. The Sears Silvertone record player 
would could be a potential gift for a music 
memorabilia collector. Silvertone was the 
brand name used for Sears products that 
had been made by other manufacturers.

$70
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Strut 
3100 S. Congress Ave., Ste. 1F
707-1523
www.shopstrut.com
Item: Flowered necklace

Zinger Hardware
2438 W. Anderson Lane | 533-9001
www.zingerhardware.com
Item: Tea Posy

ParkCrest Floral Design
5408 Parkcrest Drive | 467-4024
www.parkcrestfloral.com
Item: Ivy topiary

rootin’ ridge Toymakers
1206 W. 38th St., Ste. 1105   
453-2604
www.rootinridge.com
Item: Handmade puzzles

Waterloo records & Video
600 N. Lamar Blvd., Ste. A
474-2500
www.waterloorecords.com
Item: Happy Hour Kit

Second Looks
4107 S. Capital of Texas Hwy.,  
Ste. 600 | 442-9797
Item: Men’s apparel

Precision Camera & Video
3810 N. Lamar Blvd. | 467-7676
www.precision-camera.com
Item: Olympus PEN

Lucky Lizard Curios & Gifts
412 E. Sixth St. | 476-5493
www.luckylizard.net
Item: Furry Bones collection

Searching for jewelry, but on a budget? Visit 
Strut, which has three locations in Austin. 
The locally owned boutique features hand-
picked accessories and clothing perfect for 
Austin’s South Congress couture. The flow-
ered necklace (left) is only one of dozens of 
items available for less than $10.

Looking for a unique gift for the person 
who has everything? Zinger Hardware 
carries unique gifts that range from paper 
goods and kithchenware to outdoor garden 
supplies. The Tea Posy (left) has blooming 
white teas. The flowers bloom in the tea 
while steeping. 

In addition to its selection of music and 
movies, Waterloo records also has a wide 
assortment of uniquely kitschy products. 
The Happy Hour Kit includes a drink recipe 
book, coasters, twizzle sticks and assorted 
cocktail sticks for any hour host or hostess.

Second Looks is a consignment shop that 
sells men’s apparel. From designer suits to 
brand-name shirts and pants, the store sells 
a variety of accessories and clothing options. 
This outfit includes a Brooks Brothers wool 
sportscoat ($85), blue shirt by Daniel Cre-
mieux ($18.50) and a wool sweater ($29.50).

Precision Camera & Video has a full line 
of cameras and camera supplies. Gifts for 
the novice or professional photographer 
can be found here. The Olympus PEN  
provides superior micro-optics, inter-
changeable lenses and multimedia  
compatibilities.

Furry Bones, the popular teenage collect-
ible line, is available at only a few places 
within Austin, including Lucky Lizard Cu-
rios & Gifts. The shop doubles as a museum 
of the weird and offers several versions of 
Furry Bones, including figurines (left), as well 
as necklaces and stuffed animals.

ParkCrest Floral Design works with 
customers to create designs that fit 
within specific budgets. The floral shop is 
a European-inspired floral boutique with 
locations throughout Austin. The reindeer 
ivy topiary can add a small touch of scenery 
to any patio or porch. 

rootin’ ridge Toymakers owners 
Georgean and Paul Kyle make each toy by 
hand. All holiday-themed and name puzzles 
are constructed from formaldehyde-free 
wood products and non-toxic glue. Non-
toxic, water-based paints are child safe. 
Name puzzles are $7 per letter.

$133

$6

$17.99

$42

$7.99–$42.99$25

$499.99
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Shop Local for the Holidays
Special holiday Section

Holiday Shopping Fair, Saturday November 27th begins at 10am.
Holiday Entertainment to include:  Austin’s Children Chorale, Santa, and Performers
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Annual Holiday CheerrAnnual Holiday Cheer

Shops at Kerbey Lane & Jefferson Square

La Fleur Vintage
Live music, cookies and warm cider

458.8500 • www.lfvaustin.com

Russell’s Bistro
Cooking Demonstrations by Chef Russell

467.7877 • www.russellsbistro.com

The Menagerie
Pictures with Santa from 11am-2pm

453.4644  • www.themenagerie.com

Drumz
453.9090 • www.drumzaustin.com

Kaskas Oriental Rug Gallery
458.5551

www.kaskasorientalrugs.com

The Garden Room
458.5407

www.gardenroomboutique.com  

Bella-Mi  
452.3552 • www.bella-mi.com

This Holiday Season, 
delight your family, 
friends and clients with 
customized gourmet gifts 
from AustiNuts.

Our unique packages can 
be fi lled with your choice of 
delicious dry roasted nuts 
(roasted just for you when you 
order), dried fruits. chocolates, 
snacks, candy and gourmet “Go 
Texan!” products.

 Nationwide shipping
Local delivery

 Shop Locally   Corporate Gifts   A Local Business with a Texas Flair

323-6887 2900 W Anderson Lane 
(next to SteinMart)

w w w . A u s t i N u t s . c o m

The Original             Nut House

10% OFF
$25 MINIMUM PURCHASE

Must present coupon. 
Expires 12/31/10.
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Spending $100 at a local independent business 
creates $68 in additional local economic 
activity, while spending $100 at a chain 

produces only $43 worth of local impact.  
By Civic Economics, 2008
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walking distance of the conven-
tion center needs an additional 
1,200 to 1,300 rooms to attract 
large conventions and compete 
with other cities such as San 
Antonio, Fort Worth, Dallas, 
Denver and San Diego, said Roy 
Benear, senior vice president of 
the ACVB. Austin currently has 
30,000 rooms citywide of which 
6,000 are located downtown.

“Our convention center has the 
capacity to handle more,” Benear 
said. “With a second convention 
hotel we would layer more busi-
ness and maximize capacity in 
the downtown core. That com-
pression would filter out into 
other areas of Austin and trans-
mit business opportunities.”

Large-scale conventions typi-
cally need up to 2,000 rooms. 
Last year, Round Rock–based 
Dell Inc. traveled to Las Vegas for 
its combined national and inter-
national sales team meeting. 

CONTINUED FROM | 1

Hotel shortage Downtown Austin hotels were 
not able to accommodate the 
large staff, Benear said.

In July 2006 a convention hotel 
project for downtown Austin 
was announced. White Lodging 
was set to build a convention-
sized hotel between Second and 
Third streets, from Congress 
Avenue to Brazos Street. Almost 
immediately businesses began 
contacting the convention cen-
ter to host events. Within a year 
demand for hotel room reserva-
tions jumped from 860,000 hotel 
room nights in 2006 to 1.6 mil-
lion hotel room nights in 2007, 
Benear said. A hotel room night 
is defined as one night reserved 
for any particular room.

The project was set to create an 
estimated 650 jobs, not includ-
ing construction, for the Aus-
tin area. Due to the economic 
downturn, the project never 
broke ground and was put on 
hold in 2009. Hotel room night 
demand dropped to 1.4 million 
in 2008 and has since dropped 
further to 1.1 million in 2009.

Research provided by the 
ACVB suggests that a second 
convention hotel would create 
at minimum an additional 20 
conventions and book 50,000 to 
70,000 rooms per year in Austin.
Attracting business and 
recirculating dollars

Medical, pharmaceutical and 
technology businesses are all 
within reach for large-scale con-
ventions in Austin if capacity 
were to increase, Benear said. 

The Austin City Council 
approved a resolution in March 
to conduct an economic analysis 
of a new convention center hotel 
in downtown Austin. The city 
hired Jon Hockenyos, president 
of Texas Perspectives, a local eco-
nomic analysis and public policy 
analyzing firm, to determine what 
impact a second convention-sized 
hotel, with approximately 800 
rooms, would have on the econ-
omy and tax revenue of the city.

In the Nov. 4 City Council 
meeting, Hockenyos told coun-
cil members there is a demand 
for increased hotel capacity near Comment at more.impactnews.com/10598

the convention center downtown, 
especially in the group meeting 
market, which includes large cor-
porations that usually book 1,500 
to 2,000 room nights for a single 
business-related convention. 
Right now Austin attracts about 
19 percent of the group meet-
ing market in the nation. Texas 
attracts 23 percent of the group 
meeting market nationwide. 

“Ultimately the hotel is going to 
take business away from other cit-
ies,” Hockenyos said. “It will bring 
bigger groups into town and pos-
sible spillover effects as a result of 
that. Austin it’s not getting its fair 
share of group meeting activity 
that would require a large share of 
[hotel room capacity].”

Whereas some cities can fit large 
groups attending conventions 
in just two hotels, Austin con-
ventions must spread attendees 
among nine hotels that surround 
the convention center, something 
that large groups have seen as a 
deterrent, Hockenyos said.

Texas Perspectives hired Jeff 
Edsmen with analysis firm Trends 

Analysis Projection to create three 
scenarios analyzing the economic 
impact a second convention cen-
ter hotel would have on the area.

All three scenarios suggest a 
large influx of spending, tax rev-
enue and new jobs for Austinites. 
The analysis provided to City 
Council was meant to offer guid-
ance on what, if any, incentives 
the city should give to bring in 
a new hotel development. Mayor 
Lee Leffingwell said at this point 
council is unsure if it is appro-
priate to offer incentives, but the 
need for a second downtown con-
vention center hotel is without 
question.

“We don’t have the single hotel 
capacity for the very large con-
ventions, whether it be a private 
corporation or big organization,” 
Leffingwell said. “If we don’t have 
that capability we are going to be 
limited to smaller conventions. 
If we can do things and increase 
economic benefit to our taxpay-
ers, then we want to do that.”

THE POTENTIAL IMPACT OF A SECOND HOTEL BUILT NEAr THE CONVENTION CENTEr
The city hired Jon Hockenyos, with Texas Perspectives, to determine the potential economic impact a second convention 
hotel could have. His group hired Trends Analysis Projection to analyze three different future scenarios. Each scenario projects 
the impact of an 800-room hotel, within a short walking distance of the convention center. They differ when analyzing the 
potential impact spillover activity may have. Spillover activity as defined by any economic activity that occurs as a result of the 
second hotel’s existence. The impact of the scenarios is based on the economic impact the downtown Hilton Austin has had.

Take the impact of the Hilton Austin 
and double it, effectively simulating 
a second 800-room hotel. a
Double the Hilton Austin and add 
to it the impact of spillover activity. b
Double the Hilton Austin, add spillover 
activity and add in the potential 
impact of new events that are created 
as a result of a second 800-room hotel.c

Source: Trends Analysis Projection

Scenarios

$13,782,178

$26,743,900

$45,997,381

351

682

1,172

$1,194,366

$1,875,712

$2,887,791

40,450

78,492

135,000

Net new room nights Direct net new spending Total jobs added Total new taxes generated

• Complimentary delivery available
• Largest inventory of toner in Austin
• Easy web ordering
• Exceptional customer service
• Locally owned & operated
• Satisfaction guaranteed

Request a free quote @

512-280-2985 or
www.rapidrefill365.com

on ink and toner 
cartridges.

50% OFF
Up to

Office Toner Running Low?

on ink and toner 
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twitter.com/austintelco
Follow Us

Call for Great Savings & Money Market Rates
Home Equity Loans
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Auto Loans
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Call for details.
302.5555, x7194

302.5555
WWW.ATFCU.ORG 

*Annual Percentage Rate. All rates are expressed “as low as”. Actual rate may vary depending on credit qualifi cations. 
**Rate applies to 1st lien commercial real estate loans with a loan to value of 80% or less; construction/development 
loan rates/terms may be different. No prepayment penalty. Rates and terms are subject to change without notice. 
This credit union is federally insured to at least $250,000 per member by the National Credit Union Administration.

20 Metro Locations
Free Checking
250+ Free ATMs

LAKEWAY 1603 RR 620 South

TAYLOR  3705 N. Main Street
NOW 
OPEN

Nonprofit Profile  |  celebration of Love

Volunteers with grocery baskets wait for families to arrive at Fort Hood during the Celebration of Love’s 
Soldiers of America event last year that provides meals and toys to families in need. The volunteers 
take charter buses from Austin to help with the event.

Co
ur

te
sy

 C
el

eb
ra

tio
n 

of
 L

ov
e

Celebration of Love
15630 Vision Drive, Pflugerville
www.celebrationoflove.org

By Jenn Rains
As the holiday season nears, 

many families throughout Cen-
tral Texas will worry about how 
they will put food on the table or 
buy toys for Christmas. Thanks 
to Celebration of Love, this will 
not be a concern for some fami-
lies this holiday season.

Celebration of Love helps pro-
vide food and toys to low-income 
families during the holiday 
season. Tom Ramsey of Snappy 

Snacks in Pflugerville founded 
the program in 2003.

The event has taken place in 
Pflugerville for the past seven 
years, but this year it is expand-
ing to more than seven locations 
throughout Central Texas. Each 
location will host the Celebration 
of Love event from 10 a.m. to 
noon Saturday, Dec. 11.

“We started with just 500 
families in 2003, and now we’re 
up to about 1,850 in the Greater 

Austin area,” said Mike Hogan, 
vice president of the organiza-
tion. “Last year, we quickly real-
ized we didn’t have the room at 
one location.”

This year’s Celebration of Love 
event is expected to feed about 
1,750 families throughout the 
Austin area. 

The organization teamed up 
with Austin, Hutto, Leander, 
Pflugerville, Round Rock and 
Taylor ISDs as well as St. Elmo 
Elementary School in South 
Austin and San Jose Catholic 
Church in downtown Austin.

The program works by con-
tacting school districts to deter-
mine families who have children 
on free or reduced lunch. Those 
families are given a voucher to 
receive a Christmas box and toys 
for each child in the family.

The boxes of food feature a tra-
ditional holiday meal, including 
a frozen turkey, canned goods, 
milk, pie and bread, Hogan said. 
This year, the age and gender of 
children in each family were col-
lected ahead of time so that toys 
appropriate for each child could 
be packaged and ready.

Each location will have one 

pick-up point where volunteers 
will help hand out the packages 
to families who present their 
voucher. Aside from providing 
help to more families, having 
multiple locations allows people 
to have easier access and be in a 
familiar area, Hogan said.

“This year we are partner-
ing with Toys for Tots through 
Camp Mabry,” he said. “They 
are going to make a big differ-
ence for us.”

Hogan said Celebration of 
Love’s warehouse is serving as 
a distribution point for Toys for 
Tots in the area.

Celebration of Love also 
serves families at Fort Hood 
through the program Soldiers 
of America, which is a similar 
voucher program. The event 
will be held Saturday, Dec. 4.

Hogan said volunteers from 
the Austin area will take 
charter buses to Fort Hood and 
help hand out toys and holiday 
meals to more than 1,800 mili-
tary families who are in need 
during the holiday season.

The program is popular with 
volunteers, and in years past, 
Hogan said, the group has 

had to turn away volunteers 
because there is a limit to how 
many people are allowed on the 
Army post.

“This is our fourth year for 
doing this and it continues to 
grow,” he said of the Soldiers of 
America program.

Local Celebration of Love 
event information
Pickle Elementary School 
1101 Wheatley Ave.  
Contact Ron Armbruster at 414-6327

St. Elmo Elementary School  
600 W. St. Elmo Road 
Contact Larissa Ortiz-Rodriguez at 
414-4477

San Jose Catholic Church  
2435 Oak Crest Ave.  
Contact Michael Arispe at 924-3774
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Chuy’s Children Giving to Children Parade
Nov. 27

Featuring festive holiday floats, giant balloons, famous children’s 
characters, marching bands and Santa Claus, the parade is a fun way 
to teach children about giving. Spectators bring toys, which they can 
give to Santa’s helpers, who will be lining the parade route. The toys 
go to Operation Blue Santa Program, a nonprofit organized by the 
Austin Police Department that gives the toys to children in need for 
the holidays. The parade begins 11 a.m. at Congress Avenue and 11th 
Street and ends at the intersection of Congress Avenue and Cesar Chavez 
Street. www.chuysparade.com

Christmas at the French Legation Museum 
Dec. 4, Dec. 10 and throughout December

The French Legation historic house museum, originally built to serve as 
the diplomatic outpost for King Louis Philippe of France in the Republic 
of Texas in 1841, will present holiday festivities throughout December. 
Mid-19th century French practices and American Victorian decorations 
will be displayed all December, and tours will be available Tuesday 
through Sunday from 1 to 5 p.m. • Adults ($5), seniors 62+ ($3), 
teachers and students ($2)
Visitors can also see Père Noël who will make a short trip to the 
museum. Visits with the traditional French “Santa” are free. Professional 
photography will be available for purchase • Sat., Dec. 4, 9–11 a.m. 
Also, Christmas Tidings, a free holiday open house, will include warm 
refreshments, live music and community fellowship at the candlelit 
museum in East Austin, 802 San Marcos St. • Sat., Dec. 10 , 6–8 p.m.   
472-8180 • www.frenchlegationmuseum.org

Zilker Tree Lighting Ceremony
Dec. 5

The Zilker Tree Lighting Ceremony remains a tradition in Austin. Arranged 
around the Moonlight Tower, the tree is composed of 39 streamers, 
each holding 81 multicolored bulbs, totaling 3,159 lights. It stands 155 

feet tall and is topped with a 10-foot double star that shines with 150 
frosted bulbs • Zilker Park, 2100 Barton Springs Road • 6 p.m. • Free

Pioneer Farm Christmas Candlelight Tour
Dec. 10–11 and 17–18

Jourdan-Bachman Pioneer Farm presents Ebenezer’s Journey where 
Charles Dickens’ classic tale “A Christmas Carol” will be re-enacted at 
the farm’s historic sites with audience participation. The festivities 
include holiday lights, family activities and a one-man stage play of “A 
Christmas Carol” by award-winning actor Damien Gillen at the farm’s 
Town Square stage. No reservations are necessary. 11418 Sprinkle  
Cut-Off Road • 7–10 p.m. • $12 • 837-1215 • www.pioneerfarms.org

Austin Symphony’s Christmas Sing-Along 
Dec. 14

The Austin Symphony presents its annual free Christmas Sing-Along 
Concert at Riverbend Centre, a holiday tradition for more than two 
decades. Families gather each year to sing along with the Austin 
Symphony Orchestra and chorus. Guests will include Dr. Seuss’ The 
Grinch, Frosty the Snowman, Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer and 
Santa Claus. Admission is free, but tickets are required for admission 
and will be available Dec. 1 on a first-come, first-served basis at the 
Symphony Box Office, 9 a.m.–5 p.m. Riverbend Centre, 4214 Capital of 
Texas Hwy. • 8 p.m. • 476-6064 or 1-888-4-MAESTRO (toll-free)
www.austinsymphony.org

Armadillo Christmas Bazaar
Dec. 15–24

The holiday arts and music festival is a three-decade-old holiday 
tradition in Austin and a retail attraction that draws about 40,000 
shoppers. The event features fine art, distinctive gifts, refreshments, a full 
bar and live music. Evenings and weekends before 7 p.m. ($4), evenings 
and weekends ($7), children 12 and under (free) • Austin Convention 
Center, 500 E. Cesar Chavez St. • 447-1605 • www.armadillobazaar.com

38th St.

Balc
ones D

r.

Far West Blvd.

MLK Jr. Blvd.

Cesar Chavez St.

6th St.

15th St.

45th St.

51st St.

Koenig Ln.

Anderson Ln.

5th St.

Ex
po

sit
io

n 
Bl

vd
.

Bu
rn

et
 R

d.
Gua

da
lu

pe
 St

.

Airport Blvd.

Re
d 

Ri
ve

r S
t.

35th St.

183

2222

Cut Your Own Christmas Trees
B. Evergreen Farms Christmas Trees

Evergreen Farms is a choose-and-cut Christmas tree 
farm. Customers can take a wagon ride or walk to 
pick out their perfect Christmas tree. Evergreen Farms 
furnishes tools for cutting and harvesting, poles for 
measuring and saws for cutting trees free of charge. 
Evergreen farms will also clean and shake the tree 
and provide netting and rope for transportation. 

Activities at the farm include tetherball, hopscotch, bean bag toss and 
horseshoes. There is also a nature trail, farm animals and a gift shop. 
Weekends offer several more activities, including a campfire with free 
marshmallows, cider and coffee, pine cone painting and food from the 
concession stand, including the famous Elgin sausage. All farm activities 
are free. Trees are $7 per foot for trees up to 8 feet tall. Open daily after 
Thanksgiving • Weekends, 9 a.m.–dark • Weekdays, noon–dark 
242 Monkey Road, Elgin • 281-4833 • www.evergreen-farms.com

Elgin Christmas Tree Farm 

Take a hayride into the fields to cut a Christmas tree at the Elgin 
Christmas Tree Farm. Trees range in price from $25 to $124. Bow 
saws are provided. Customers can fill other Christmas tree needs in 
the Christmas Cottage, which sells tree stands, decorations and gifts, 
including some handmade items and Texas-made candles and jellies. 
Other highlights include the Crazy Maze, made from wood posts and 
netting; hay stacks and a hay maze for children; several picnic areas; 
a play area and pavilion; and animals including Sweetie Pie the pig, 
Larry the Llama, Goober the Horse, Sally the Basset 
Hound, a herd of pygmy goats and their 
babies, rabbits and ducks. Open daily after 
Thanksgiving  Mon.–Sat., 10 a.m.–5:30 p.m. 
Sun., noon–5:30 p.m. • 120 Nature’s Way, Elgin 
281-5016 • www.elginchristmastreefarm.com
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Holiday 
Festivities

12th St.

11th St.

Angelina St.

38th 1/2 St.

37th St.
Neighborhood Light Displays

A moratorium was placed on Austin’s beloved Trail of Lights Festival for the 
2010 holiday season due to City of Austin budget cuts. In the absence of the 
festival this year, Austinites can still find holiday fun in their own backyards. 
Drive, bike or walk through some of the neighborhoods and streets shown 
on our holiday map to enjoy festive decorations from neighbors. Locations 
include 37th Street, the George Washington Carver Museum and Cultural 
Center, the Hancock Golf Course and the Capitol.
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Landmark
potential limit to the total amount 
of property tax exemption each 
historic property may obtain.
Finding the problem

A large spike in the number of 
applications received by the city 
from upscale West Austin neigh-
borhoods, specifically Pember-
ton and Enfield, prompted City 
Council to initiate a review, said 
Steve Sadowsky, the city’s historic 
preservation officer. 

“The concern was these people 
are getting property tax exemp-
tions and the amount of the 
property tax exemption is based 
on the value of the property,” 
Sadowsky said. “I think people 
were very much in fear that we 
were losing a lot of necessary 
tax revenues by granting houses 
landmark status.”

Once an owner-occupied prop-
erty is granted historic landmark 
status, it qualifies for a property 
tax exemption through the city, 
which offers a 100 percent tax 
exemption on the assessed value of 
a historic residence and a 50 per-
cent tax exemption on the assessed 
value of the structure’s land.

While all of the homes qualify 

as historic landmarks, the amount 
they collectively would receive 
through property tax breaks sig-
nificantly worried the council, 
Sadowsky said. 
Making recommendations

Members of the Historic Land-
mark Commission’s operations 
committee, including Laurie 
Limbacher, Patti Hansen and 
John Rosatto, are working with 
Sadowsky to gather information 
and put together a report. City 
Council will vote to make any 
necessary process changes once 
the report has been presented.

“The main focuses of the report 
are going to be the designation 
criteria for landmarks and then 
the incentive for landmark desig-
nation,” Sadowsky said. 

Limbacher said the operations 
committee is using staff research 
from the City of Austin and the 
preservation practice industry 
standard reference materials to 
compile its report. Guest speak-
ers also attended several meet-
ings to help inform the commit-
tee as well. 

Because of the hectic schedule 
the council and committee face, 
properly obtaining public input 
on the process is something that 
has become tricky, Sadowsky said. 
Because of end-of-the-year time 

Comment at more.impactnews.com/10596

The resolution passed last summer 
by City Council served as a 
temporary measure to limit the 
number of houses approved as 
historic landmarks for the following 
reasons, according to the city:

• “City of Austin’s landmark 
preservation program provides tax 
benefits to designated structures 
that are considerably larger than 
those provided elsewhere,”

• “many cities tie property tax 
benefits of historic structures 
to rehabilitation to increase 
investments and encourage 
return of underused buildings to 
economic viability and limit the 
duration of property tax benefits 
to a fixed number of years,”

• and “there is rising concern 
regarding the tax impact of historic 
designations.”

Sample tax abatement 
for a historic  
landmark property
Fitzgerald-Upchurch-Wilkerson House 
1710 Windsor Road

Estimated value: $2,030,021

Property tax without abatement: $43,422

City of Austin’s abatement: $4,278

Travis County’s abatement: $7,337

Total property tax abatement for this 
property: $11,615

restrictions, the committee is 
quickly running out of time.

Limbacher said she feels the 
review is something necessary 
for the city, as it will narrow in on 
problems, fix them and make the 
process better overall for the city 
and its citizens.

“I think it is important for all 
city policies and procedures to 
be reviewed periodically, and 
updated as might be needed in 
response to ‘lessons learned’ and 
goals for the future,” Limbacher 
said. “So, this effort will be part 
of that process for the historic 
preservation policies in the City 
of Austin.”

As part of the resolution, council 
ordered the city manager to make 
the following amendments until the 
Historic Landmark Commission’s 
review was completed:

1. Limit the number of owner-
initiated and Historic Landmark 
Commission–initiated historic 
landmark nominations to three 
per month, except in the case of 
nominations by the commission 
in response to a request for a 
demolition or relocation permit.

2. Limit the number of owner-
initiated and Historic Landmark 
Commission–initiated historic 
landmark nominations that are 
located in National Register or 
local historic districts … to one per 
month.

Austin’s historic landmark resolution

Source: City of Austin Preservation Office

We’re here for Life’s Little...
We’re here for Life’s Little...  

SnifflesSniffles  

Open 8am-11pm, Every Day 
No appointment needed ● Most insurance accepted 

     9900 S IH 35  |  512.291.5577    
   Southpark Meadows Shopping Center at IH 35 & Slaughter  

 
12319 N MoPac | 512.835.5577 

Plaza North Shopping Center at MoPac & Parmer  

Serving South Central Texas since 1982 

...and all of Life’s Little Sprains. Strains. 
Fractures. Cuts. Bruises. Insect Bites. Burns. 

Allergies. Colds. Coughs.   

 

NEW! 

belezamedicalspa.com
info@belezamedicalspa.com

Become a Fan of Beleza Medspa on 
Facebook to receive our daily special 
Facebook offers!

Round Rock at 
Hesters Crossing

2400 IH-35 South, #135
Round Rock, TX 78681

(512) 246-2639

North Central 
Austin

1601 W. Koenig Lane
Austin, TX 78756
(512) 452-0185

Northwest Austin 
at River Place

10601 RR 2222, Suite L
Austin, TX 78730
(512) 342-1911

Westlake
3425 Bee Caves Road 

Suite, A-1
Austin, TX 78746
(512) 328-0333

Smart Lipo-Laser Liposuction
Melts fat and tightens skin, a more youthful appearance is 
just one treatment away. Starting at $1699

The HCG Weight Loss Program
The ultimate fat burning Physician-Supervised HCG Weight 
Loss Program $75 off – prepay for the new year & get a jump 
start on the new you.

ZERONA
A body contouring laser that reduces fat and removes 
3–9 inches in just two weeks with zero surgery and zero 
downtime: $999 for 6 treatments!

Special Pricing on Smart Xide Dot Therapy
Builds your own collagen, tightens your skin and takes years 
off!  Starting at $999 for face.

NOW OFFERING:
Rejuvenate your Face and Body
with “Fat Transfer” Starting at $2150

BOTOX Cosmetic
Reduce wrinkles and 
look years younger.
$9.50 per unit with 

this coupon.
Expires 12/18/10

Special Holiday Packages
Body Contouring Procedures:

Beauty 101 Lunch and Learn Series
Wednesday at noon on December 1st and 15th at the Westlake Beleza 
MedSpa Classroom at 3425 Bee Caves Rd Suite A-1 between Walsh 
Tarlton and Walsh Tarlton-to reserve a seat call 328-0333.

Join us for our next Beauty Holiday Happy Hour at our Round 
Rock MedSpa on Thursday December 9th from noon-7pm call 
246-2639 to RSVP!
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News Update  |  Pecan Street Project brings advanced meters to Mueller development

By Bobby Longoria
Incenergy, an Austin-based software 

company and electronic systems integrator 
will deploy smart digital electronic meter-
ing devices to 100 homes in the Mueller 
development as part of the Pecan Street 
Project. This begins the first phase of a 
process that will take many years to come 
to full fruition for the Austin area.

The Pecan Street Project aims to transi-
tion users from a system where they only 
consume energy to a more collaborative 
system that would involve consumers 
contributing back to the energy grid and in 
turn, saving money and energy while help-
ing the environment.

“This project puts the consumer into the 
equation where they are tracking the usage 
in real time and are participating in their 
energy usage with their utility—that’s the 
real impact of it,” said Mike Yates, chief 
business development officer for Incenergy.

The collaborative system is also known 
as a “smart grid” and is the ultimate goal 
of the project. When the project is fully 
realized, Austin residents will know in real 
time what their energy usage is and will 
be able to control their energy-expending 

devices online or through a smart phone. 
They can also control where the energy 
comes from, which could include a 
customer-installed solar panel or wind 
turbine located on the resident’s property. 
If a home produces enough energy it can 
contribute back to the grid, and as a result, 
receive savings and incentives from local 
utility provider Austin Energy.

“Our goal is to find something that 
works economically on both sides, the 
consumer of energy and the utility, so 
we are not faced with the situation where 
consumers feel like they don’t have con-
trol over their energy budget,” said Bert 
Haskell, technology director for the Pecan 
Street Project. “It is not about being able 
to reduce quality of life by starving users 
of energy. It is about maintaining a qual-
ity of life but managing how much a user 
pays for energy.”

The project is a collaborative effort 
among the City of Austin, Austin Energy, 
The University of Texas’ Austin Technol-
ogy Incubator, the Greater Austin Cham-
ber of Commerce and the Environmental 
Defense Fund.

Incenergy has begun installing advanced 

300
Megawatts of energy to be 
provided to Austin area homes as 
part of the Pecan Street Project 

$10.4 million 
Amount of a federal grant awarded 
to the Pecan Street Project to 
begin deployment at the Mueller 
development in 2009

11
Approximate number of companies 
who have partnered with the 
project, including Dell Inc., IBM 
Corporation, Intel, and Cisco 
Systems 

Bert Haskell, technology director for the Pecan Street Project, demonstrating the metering system to visitors from the 
Department of Energy in September. 

digital metering devices in the Mueller 
development and will have all 100 operat-
ing by the end of November. The devices 
will send out in real-time energy-reporting 
data to UT researchers who will analyze 
each home’s energy usage, circuit by 
circuit. Data will be collected for a year 
to understand a home’s energy usage 
throughout varying seasons and through 
varying utility prices.

The new digital metering devices have 
an estimated energy savings per household 
of about 15 to 20 percent and deploying 
the technology will increase the value of a 
home, Yates said. Once users understand 
the price of energy at any given time, they 
can adjust their usage to reflect it and save 
even more money and energy.

Another 100 homes will be outfitted 
with the digital meters in early 2011. Dur-
ing phase one, homes will not be able to 
control the energy draw of their electronic 
devices online, but they will see in real 
time how much energy is being used by 
what device and how much it is cost-
ing them at any given moment. The 
second phase, where homes will be 
able to control their devices online, 
will begin in summer 2011.

“It’s a much more interactive 
two-way flow of information and 
control of energy usage devices 
and energy producing devices, 
which is the utility of the future,” 
Yates said. “I think consumers—
when they are more aware of their 
energy usage and the impact they 
have on their utility grid—it will 
drive their options.” 

Visit www.pecanstreetproject.org 
to learn more.

Gateway device
Incenergy will be installing home area 
networks in participating homes using a 
gateway device similar to a wireless router. 
The device will connect to the internet and 
send information in real time to both the 
consumer and the utility company about 
the home’s energy usage, circuit by circuit. 
Once the smart grid is fully operational, 
consumers will be able to turn on and 
off their electronic devices and regulate 
their energy usage through the web. 
Consumers will be able to control their 
devices with even minor adjustments, 
such as changing the air conditioner just 
a few degrees.
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Another reason to love 
the holidays

In need of  a few extra dollars this holiday 
season? Greater TEXAS FCU is offering 
another reason to love this season, Merry 
Money Loans. Competitive rates and 
convenient repayment terms. 

6411 N. Lamar Blvd., Austin
(512) 458-2558 ext. 1002

HOLI DAY  C ATER ING  AVA I LA B L E 
NOW WITH SIX AUSTIN LOCATIONS! MAUDIES.COM
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EPEPISCISCOOPPAALL SC SCHHOOOOLL

Five Centers of Expertise. One Destination.

Announcing the Seton Institute of Reconstructive Plastic Surgery, the region’s only resource for five highly 

specialized centers of plastic surgery expertise in one place: The Hand, Breast, Craniofacial, Wound Care and 

Plastic Surgery Centers. 

Our surgeons are fellowship-trained in multiple surgical disciplines and experienced at handling the most intricate 

surgeries, from trauma care at UMC Brackenridge to microsurgical breast reconstruction after cancer. Joined by 

the vision of treating the whole person, our team is restoring function and improving quality of life for all in 

Central Texas.

To schedule a consultation at one of our three convenient locations, please call toll-free (877) 977-3866.

SetonPlasticSurgery.com

Learn how to live a 
healthy lifestyle through:
    • Exercise
    • Nutrition
    • Good behavior
    • Reading habits

Learn how to live a 
healthy lifestyle through:
    • Exercise
    • Nutrition
    • Good behavior
    • Reading habits

Become a
    Healthy Hoopster

Become a
    Healthy Hoopster

Earn great prizes including a complimentary Toros ticket and on court recognition.
For more information, call the Toros office at 512-236-8333 or visit austintoros.com.
Earn great prizes including a complimentary Toros ticket and on court recognition.

For more information, call the Toros office at 512-236-8333 or visit austintoros.com.
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Inside Information  |  ‘Austin city Limits’ studio heads downtown

By Bobby Longoria
Musicians spanning several decades 

have serenaded audiences in a studio 
space that helped Austin transform into 
the Live Music Capital of the World. 
For 36 years, “Austin City Limits,” the 
longest running music series in Ameri-
can television history, has been taped 
from Studio 6A on The University of 
Texas campus, but it will soon move to a 
custom-made venue downtown that pro-
ducers say will attract a larger audience 
and retain the same intimate setting for 
which the show became famous. “ACL” 
had its final taping in Studio 6A with 
Lyle Lovett Nov. 8. 

Construction on the venue is to be com-
pleted in January. The show announced its 
new schedule Nov. 19, with the first taping 
to happen as soon as February 2011.

“ACL” Executive Producer Terry Lick-
ona said although Studio 6A once fit 800 
people, its capacity was reduced to 320 
after fire marshals reassessed the space. 
As the show’s popularity grew, it became 
apparent that a larger space was needed. 

“Moving to a new space that we could 
design from scratch and accommodate 
for more people has been a goal for a 
long time,” Lickona said. “We have taken 
the ‘ACL’ brand and expanded it beyond 
our wildest dreams. Having a 
full-time music venue that oper-
ates year-round—as opposed to 
a festival—will hopefully have as 
much or more impact.” 
Expanding beyond the city limits 

The show, which was restricted 
to only 10,000 square feet, will 
expand into a three-story venue that 

will contain 85,000 square feet of studio 
space with a capacity of 2,700 people. The 
venue—dubbed The Moody Theater—is 
being constructed alongside the new W 
Hotel at the corner of Lavaca and Second 
streets. “ACL” tapings will be intimate, 
with an audience of no more than 800 
people, Lickona said. 

The first floor will be general admission, 
the second will be seating with box suites 
and the third will be stadium seating. The 
farthest seat from the stage is 75 feet away.

“ACL” will operate in the venue 45 
days out of the year. The venue will be 
available for other live music events 
that will utilize its total capacity for the 
remainder of the year.

“The studio is exciting for what it’s going 
to do for Second Street and 
downtown,” said Elaine 
Garza, founder of Giant 
Noise, The Moody The-
ater’s public relations firm. 
“It’s really the crown jewel 
of Austin and a venue 
artists will say they have 
to play.” 
Going to the rock show 

By spring 2011, Aus-
tinites will be able to 
approach the corner of 

Lavaca and Second streets, see the studio’s 
cube-like appearance and enter a large 
courtyard with a statue of Willie Nelson 
in the front. A staircase brings patrons to 
the first floor of the venue where a bar and 
public deck overlook City Hall. An exterior 
staircase on the southwest corner of the 
building goes up another two stories and 
provides a view of Lady Bird Lake. 

When entering the venue, patrons will 
see the stage with a large backdrop illus-
trating the skyline of Austin. “ACL’s” new 
home will be the only venue in Austin, and 
one of three in the nation, to be certified 
for Leadership in Energy and Environ-
mental Design—or LEED—which means it 
follows green building standards. 

While the move may detract from the 

tradition of attending an “ACL” taping in 
Studio 6A, Lickona said it will not affect 
Austin’s uniqueness. The new venue is 
poised to attract international acts that 
previously may not have considered par-
ticipating in an “ACL” taping. 

Two to three days before a taping, 
chosen radio stations, typically KGSR 
or KLBJ, announce a location and time 
for people to pick up free tickets, though 
entry is not guaranteed.

“It will still capture and reflect what 
makes Austin, Austin,” Lickona said. 
“There is nothing more gratifying than 
bringing great music to great people wher-
ever they are through ‘ACL’. Music is the 
source of inspiration for many people in 
different ways—I love every minute of it.” 

The Moody Theater is connected to the new 
W hotel at the corner of Second and Lavaca 
streets. On the north side of the hotel there 
is an industrial elevator to lift equipment 
vans to “ACL’s” backstage. Artists will also be 
able to take an elevator from the W hotel 
directly to the backstage of “ACL.”

“ACL’s” new studio space downtown can hold up to 2,700 people. During “ACL” tapings 
the third floor will be curtained off and only 800 people will be allowed in on the 
venue’s first and second floors to provide a more intimate experience.

New “ACL” venue layout

The”ACL” stage: can shift in size 
for either a full-size live show or 
reduced by 2 feet during tapings to 
accommodate for cameras

Floor level: general admission 
standing room, may be lined with 
seats on occasion, bars will be 
located on either side

Second level: some seating and box 
suites with couches and private bars

Third level: stadium seating, with 
the farthest seat from the stage 
about 75 feet away

New backdrop: will illustrate 
the skyline of Austin including 
landmarks such as the Capitol and 
The University of Texas clock tower
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310 W. Second St.
225-7999
www.austincitylimits.org

Credit toward 
dental treatment 
(patient portion)

N E W  PAT I E N T  S P E C I A L

3624 N. H ILLS DR, STE A-201 AUST IN, T X 78731 • 512.343.1120 • W W W.DAVIDRGUSTAFSON.COM

20%-50% OFF
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Hospitals
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Since then, the hospital has grown 
to include 400 medical, technical 
and support staff members.

Because the Heart Hospital is 
a smaller facility focused on one 
specialty, its acquisition by St. 
David’s, a large healthcare system, 
will ensure the facility remains up 
and running, officials said.

“Over the years, hospitals that 
have focused on one particular 
specialty have had an increas-
ingly difficult time surviving the 
healthcare industry because they 
are too specialized,” said Jon 
Foster, president and CEO of St. 
David’s HealthCare. “As a small 
standalone business of only 60 
beds, it was not in the best posi-
tion to survive in the long term. 
By partnering with a large health 
system, it has secured its space 
and stability for the future.”

The partnership between St. 
David’s and the Heart Hospital 
was one that came together simul-
taneously, Foster said, rather than 
one party courting the other. No 
management will change hands as 
a result of St. David’s ownership.

“I feel like it brings together 
two really good heart programs,” 
Laird said. “It’s going to be a 
great resource as well for Central 
Texas.” 

St. David’s will provide the 
Heart Hospital with a referral 
network and a continuum of care 
that will complement the Heart 
Hospital’s services, Laird contin-
ued. Instead of serving as solely a 
cardio-focused facility, the Heart 
Hospital can work with its sib-
ling facilities to provide Austin 
patients with a full range of care.

The Heart Hospital will join 
more than 60 other St. David’s–
operated facilities in Central 
Texas. The healthcare system 
is also the fifth-largest private 
employer in Austin. 

Central Texas rehabilitation 
Hospital earns new home 

The Central Texas Rehabilita-
tion Hospital, currently located 
within the Seton Medical Center 
at 1201 W. 38th St., will relocate 
to a vacant parcel of land at the 
intersection of Triangle Avenue 
and 45th Street, directly south of 
The Triangle.

The 59,000-square-foot facility 
will be constructed on 3.7 acres 
of land and have three floors that 
will hold 50 beds. It will be an 
improvement in more ways than 
one for the rehabilitation hospi-
tal, which currently holds just 20 
beds, said Tom Gallagher, presi-
dent and CEO of the Seton Family 
of Hospitals’ south market.

“The current hospital was cre-
ated as an interim step with the 
full intention to build a perma-
nent, larger facility located out 
of the hospital walls,” Gallagher 
said. “Austin, with its population 
growth through the years, has 
a need for more rehabilitation 
beds. This [construction] will 
assist to enclose the gap in the 
need that is there.”

The site purchased for the new 
hospital is large enough to allow 
Seton to expand the facility in 
the future, if needed.

“Our preliminary plans would 
be to add what’s called a long-
term acute care hospital, and our 
goal would be to have it on the 
same site,” Gallagher said. “If 
that turns out not to be the cor-
rect path we can add rehabilita-
tion beds to that campus as well.” 

The rehabilitation hospital 
is the result of a partnership 
between Seton and Missouri-
based RehabCare, an organiza-
tion that specializes in rehabilita-
tion care. As the facility expands 
and becomes more technologi-
cally advanced as a result of the 
move, it will be able to focus 
more on the rehabilitation of 
patients who suffer from spinal 
chord injuries, brain injuries, 

Parkinson’s disease, hip fractures 
and other ailments, Barrett said. 

“[Inside the new facility] we 
will have a designated brain 
injury unit and a designated spi-
nal chord injury unit,” Barrett 
said. “It’s very important that the 
hospital is specially designed and 
structured to take care of the spe-
cific patient population.”

The larger building will pro-
vide the rehabilitation hospital 
with other amenities it previously 
did not include, such as a therapy 
pool that will feature video imag-
ing equipment to observe patients 
while they are swimming. 

The hospital’s growth in Aus-
tin is beneficial to some specific 
demographics living in the area, 
Barrett said. 

“With baby boomers com-
ing into retirement age … there 
is a growing need for specialty 
physical rehabilitation services 
in Central Austin,” she said. “The 
Central Texas Rehabilitation 
Hospital will not only be an asset 
for development and neighbors, 
but will also provide services to 
homeowners in that area.”

Map not 
to scale

The new Central Texas Rehabilitation Hospital will be built on a vacant parcel of land located at 
the intersection of 45th Street and Triangle Avenue.
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Central Texas 
Rehabilitation 
Hospital facts

Owners: Seton Family of 
Hospitals and RehabCare 
Group Inc.

Size of land purchased: 
3.7 acres

Size of hospital:  
59,000 square feet

Number of beds: 50

Construction begins: 
Early 2011

Future plans: Development 
of a long-term, acute care 
hospital with 50 beds

Comment at more.impactnews.com/10597

© 2009 Allstate Insurance Company allstate.com

Fleming & Conway Agency
Melissa Fleming, CFP®
Kelly Conway
(512) 345-0005
3435 Greystone Dr., Ste. #107
Austin, TX  78731
www.allstate.com/flemingconway

• Acupuncture
• Herbal Prescriptions

www.pkwe l l ness .com

Please mention this ad when scheduling your appointment

First Smoking Cessation
Treatment is FREE!

• Breathing Exercises
• Nutritional Counseling

Hours:  Mon-Thur. 10am-8pm & Sat. 9am-1pm

1504 W. 6th St., Suite C, 78703 • (512) 650-8880 

First Smoking CessationFirst Smoking Cessation

 Breathing Exercises
 Nutritional Counseling

PK ACUPUNCTURE & WELLNESS
Trying to Quit Smoking?
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78731

78731

Less than $149,999
$150,000–$199,999
$200,000–$299,999
$300,000–$399,999
$400,000–$499,999
$500,000–$599,999
$600,000–$799,999
$800,000–$999,999
$1 million + 

6/160
12/129
28/128
36/116
13/103
9/103

10/142
4/90

15/126

6/75
11/216
11/214
29/115
28/78
27/88

32/198
17/75

45/142

32/102
25/128
54/79
62/99

40/118
23/192
17/143

5/79
8/451

16/76
15/86
26/83
25/80

33/106
23/113
21/112
10/147
24/160

10/102
14/64
28/90

29/108
8/150
4/92
4/72

-
1/355

10/68
4/152

13/114
13/83
9/71

5/113
10/172

-
-

42/123
25/103
61/94
24/82
5/52

1/125
-
-
-

Price range Number of homes for sale/ Avg. days on market

Oct. 2010
Oct. 2009

Oct. 2010
Oct. 2009

Month 

 8/$382,500 21/$450,000 35/$287,000 19/$550,000  
      15/$288,750 27/$535,250 46/$296,606 26/$410,750

 7/$164,000 6/$401,250 20/$228,750   
 10/$261,000 7/$255,700 37/$232,500

On the market*  (As of Nov. 5, 2010) Monthly home sales*  (Oct. 1–31)

*Market Data include condominiums, townhomes and houses.

78701 7870178704 78704 7873178703 7870378731 78751 78756 78757
Number sold/Median price

Market Data provided by the Austin Board of Realtors

2201 Windsor  $1.095 million

ZIP code guide
78701 Downtown
78703 West Austin
78704 South/Central
78731 Northwest/Central
78751 Hyde Park
78756 Brentwood
78757 Burnet Road/Anderson Lane

Central Austin
ZIP code city Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Price  Sq. ft. Agent Agency Phone

78701 Austin 360 Condominiums 360 Nueces St. 2br/2ba $360,000 998 Mark Murrell J.B. Goodwin, Realtors 689-1373
78701 Austin Brazos Lofts Condos 411 Brazos St. 1br/1ba $395,000 1,084 Julie Nelson Keller Williams Realty 848-5881
78701 Austin The Austonian 200 Congress Ave. 2br/2ba $1.03 million 1,609 Sarah Railey Moreland Properties 623-3633
78701 Austin The Austonian 200 Congress Ave. 2br/2ba $722,000 1,464 Sarah Railey Moreland Properties 623-3633
78701 Austin The Austonian 200 Congress Ave. 3br/3ba $3.1 million 3,277 Sarah Railey Moreland Properties 623-3633
78703 Austin 3002 Maywood Circle Condo 3002 Maywood Circle 3br/2ba $375,000 2,130 Susan DeGraffenried Amelia Bullock, Realtors 699-7577
78703 Austin Brykerwoods C 1708 Northwood Road 3br/2ba $465,000 2,596 Reisha Lacey Austin City Living 680-0234
78703 Austin Brykerwoods C 1808 Mohle Drive 4br/2ba $284,900 1,600 Jeffrey Walker Prudential Texas Realty 947-8836
78703 Austin Condominium De Saligny 1111 12th St. 2br/2ba $464,900 1,336 Robin Hammond Turnquist Partners, Realtors 423-6000
78703 Austin Deep Eddy Condos 2317 Ninth St. 2br/2ba $609,000 2,043 Michael Hammonds Moreland Properties 983-6603
78703 Austin Edgemont 1503 Northwood Road 3br/2ba $724,900 2,401 Courtney Oldham Keller Williams Realty 531-2904
78703 Austin Pecos Square Condo 3421 Pecos St. 2br/2ba $398,000 1,629 Stan Smith Coldwell Banker United Realtor 431-6255
78703 Austin Sherwood Forest 3506 Clearview Drive 2br/2ba $545,000 1,387 Marielle Quaid Coldwell Banker United Realtor 328-8200
78703 Austin Swearingen & Harrison 2201 Windsor Road 4br/4ba $1.095 million 4,204 Samantha Hale StoneHaven Realty 771-4681
78703 Austin Tarrytown 3210 Stevenson Ave. 3br/2ba $449,000 1,918 Eileen St.ewart Keller Williams Realty 431-3223
78703 Austin Tarrytown 2406 Dormarion Lane 3br/2ba $685,000 2,378 Elizabeth Adams Moreland Properties 480-0848

Property Listings

Month 
78751 7875778756

Number sold/Median price

Residential Real Estate  |  Market Data

* Qualified customers within the Austin, Sunset Valley, Rollingwood, West Lake Hills, Kyle and Cedar Park city limits can receive this incentive  
for both new installations and replacements in either new or existing homes.

BUYING A NEW GAS WATER HEATER?
MONEY’S WAITING FOR YOU.

For details and more money-saving rebates for your home or business, visit

www.TexasGasService.com, e-mail Conservation@TexasGasService.com

or call us at (512) 370-8243.

No doubt about it, efficient natural gas appliances help you save money and energy.

Plus, when you purchase a tankless or super-high-efficiency gas water heater,  

you’ll receive a $300 rebate* from the Texas Gas Service Conservation Program.
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The residential real estate listings were added to the market between 10/18/10 and 11/3/10 and were provided by the Austin Board of Realtors, www.abor.com. Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this listing, 
Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

For additional residential real estate listings, visit more.impactnews.com/10583

Central Austin
ZIP code city Subdivision Address Bed/Bath Price  Sq. ft. Agent Agency Phone

78704 Austin Blue Bonnet Hills 2004 East Side Drive 5br/1ba $415,000 1,677 Dean Erickson Keller Williams Realty 328-3588
78704 Austin Brinwood 408 Lightsey Road 3br/1ba $190,000 934 David Hardt J.B. Goodwin, Realtors 698-8716
78704 Austin Live Oak Grove addition 2509 Durwood St. 3br/1ba $310,000 936 Joyce Melugin Amelia Bullock, Realtors 345-4440
78704 Austin Woodland Grove  1208 Woodland Ave. 3br/2ba $249,900 1,940 Jeffrey Walker Prudential Texas Realty 947-8836
78704 Austin Woodlawn Add 603 Pecan Grove Road 2br/2ba $575,000 1,600 Kenneth Hilbig Moreland Properties 751-4306
78731 Austin Cat Mountain North 5203 Backtrail Drive 3br/2ba $469,500 2,742 Catherine Prather Moreland Properties 297-8150
78731 Austin Far West Skyline Condo 3840 Far West Blvd. 1br/1ba $127,000 717 Hooman Mosharraf Keller Williams Realty 589-7878
78731 Austin Highland Hills  5807 Highland Hills Terrace 4br/2ba $439,000 2,768 Georgia Levin Amelia Bullock, Realtors 461-2051
78731 Austin Highland Park West Condos 5332 Balcones Drive 2br/2ba $149,500 995 Laura McKinney Keller Williams Realty 569-4681
78731 Austin Highland Park West Condos 5322 Balcones Drive 1br/1ba $114,900 683 David Brodsky Keller Williams Realty 657-6694
78731 Austin Mesa Forest 7805 Comfort Cove 3br/3ba $548,000 2,889 Jeff Mirabelle e-Executive Realty 663-7653
78731 Austin Mountainclimb Square Condos 3826 Drivey Creek 2br/2ba $229,900 1,427 Cathy Trifiro Keller Williams Realty 797-4917
78731 Austin Northwest Hills 6001 Spancreek Circle 4br/4ba $665,000 4,130 Kay Roush Coldwell Banker United Realtor 335-1891
78731 Austin Northwest Hills Cat Mountain  4206 Cat Mountain Drive 4br/2ba $454,950 2,399 Glenn Newton Amelia Bullock, Realtors 345-5137
78731 Austin Northwest Hills Mesa Oaks 4212 Greystone Drive 4br/2ba $550,000 3,008 Stuart Sutton J.B. Goodwin, Realtors 844-3254
78731 Austin Waterford Place 4807 Mount Bonnell Road 3br/3ba $1.025 million 3,262 Elizabeth Riley Keller Williams Realty 658-0045
78751 Austin Highlands 5106 Martin Ave. 2br/1ba $180,000 844 Elizabeth Riley Keller Williams Realty 658-0045
78751 Austin Highlands 5110 Martin Ave. 3br/2ba $180,000 1,372 Elizabeth Riley Keller Williams Realty 658-0045
78751 Austin Hill 934 54th St. 3br/2ba $209,996 1,318 Betty Austin Keller Williams Realty 785-4436
78751 Austin Hyde Park Annex 4509 Avenue D 2br/1ba $247,500 746 Chad Goldwasser Goldwasser Real Estate 420-0300
78751 Austin Morningside Add 913 55th St. 3br/2ba $259,900 1,506 Todd Kiluk Goodwin Partners, Inc. 699-8356
78756 Austin Rosedale Estates 4805 Woodview Ave. 3br/2ba $395,000 1,664 Julie Nelson Keller Williams Realty 848-5881
78756 Austin Tonkawa Bluff City Homes  3806 Bailey Lane 2br/3ba $499,000 2,130 Susan Griffith Amelia Bullock, Realtors 327-4800
78756 Austin Woodrow Place Townhomes 5601 Woodrow Ave. 1br/1ba $109,900 620 Mark Murrell J.B. Goodwin, Realtors 689-1373
78757 Austin Allandale North  2108 Teakwood Drive 3br/2ba $350,000 2,154 Alex Landry Keller Williams - Lake Travis 300-4289
78757 Austin Allandale Terrace  3105 Carlisle Drive 4br/2ba $390,000 2,073 Janet Dean J.B. Goodwin, Realtors 627-8111
78757 Austin Brandywine Condos 1748 Ohlen Road 2br/2ba $129,900 1,194 Vicki Potts J.B. Goodwin, Realtors 502-7661
78757 Austin Green Acres 6810 Daugherty St. 3br/2ba $314,900 1,288 Paul Reddam Homesville Real Estate 300-2995
78757 Austin Summit Condos 2425 Ashdale Drive 2br/2ba $98,000 972 Gregory Cooper Goldwasser Real Estate 565-0499
78757 Austin Treadwell  6400 Cary Drive 3br/1ba $298,000 1,250 Lee Allbright Coldwell Banker United Realtor 413-9520
78757 Austin Vallejo 1805 Alegria Road 3br/3ba $387,400 1,582 Mary Worley Amelia Bullock, Realtors 327-5907

Residential Real Estate  |  Property Listings

2509 Durwood St. $310,000

4807 Mount Bonnell Road $1.025 million

6810 Daugherty St.  $314,900

Move Up
Without Moving Away!

From the $190s

DIRECTIONS: From Mopac (Loop 1), head south to
US 290. Take Lamar exit, turn right on Manchaca Rd.
to Stassney Lane. Turn left on Emerald Forest Dr.
to community on the left.

ADDRESS: 1120 Salem Park Court, Austin, TX 78745

Now is a great time to buy!
Take advantage of the best interest rates since the 1950’s!
In addition to the tax benefits of home ownership, residents living in Central Park

enjoy tree covered homesites with spacious
floorplans just minutes from downtown. This
unique neighborhood is close to Zilker Park,
Central Market, Barton Creek Mall, Austin-Bergstrom
International Airport, I-35, US 290 and 71. 

 

DOWNTOWN
AUSTIN

For information call (512) 707-7299
Model open 10am-6pm Monday-Saturday
and 1-6pm on Sunday
©2010 Treaty Oak Homes. *Prices, floorplans, and features are subject

to change anytime without notice. Equal Housing Opportunity www.treatyoakhomes.com

We’re Hiring!
Ranked as one of the top High-Tech recruiting fi rms, 

Luna Data Solutions Inc. is one of the fastest growing full 

spectrum staffi ng fi rms in Austin, Texas. We specialize in 

the placement of technical and executive management 

professionals nationwide.

Visit www.lunadatasolutions.com to review our open opportunities.


