
Kelli Brown and her mother Marcia 
Brown opened The Brown Studio, 
selling furniture made in their factory 
in Mexico, plus jewelry, antiques and 
interior design services. | 5

Fourteen of the state’s most 
congested roadways are in Central 
Texas, costing commuters millions of 
hours in delays each year. | 9

Texas Film 
Commission 
Director Bob 
Hudgins 
reflects on his 
experiences 
in film and his 
current position 
promoting the 
state’s creative 
industries. | 12

Former First Lady Laura Bush 
marked the naming of the Lorenzo 
de Zavala State Archives and Library 
Building as a Literary Landmark Dec. 3.
more.impactnews.com/6485

An urban rail open house held by 
the city Dec. 14 updated citizens on 
the proposed transit system.
Video at more.impactnews.com/6631

Asian-American community 
members weighed in on the City of 
Austin’s comprehensive plan during a 
December planning forum.
more.impactnews.com/6638

A free shuttle service for Austin-
area employees was proposed to 
county commissioners Dec. 29.
more.impactnews.com/6655

The Austin Boat Show Jan. 14-17 
features watercraft and activities. 
Photos at more.impactnews.com/6670

The 2009 Austinite of the Year is 
Charles J. Barnett. president and CEO 
of Seton Family of Hospitals.
more.impactnews.com/6697
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www.impactnews.com
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Lights, camera, Austin

By Patrick Brendel
Rowdy Stovall vowed he would 

write and direct his first movie 
before he had his first child. 
Wanting to be in a city friendlier 
toward filmmakers and families, 
he and wife Ashley packed up 
their California apartment and 
headed for Central Texas.

“I very quickly found out I was 
in the right place,” Stovall said 
from his northwest Austin home.

He finished shooting “Mexican 
Sunrise” a few days before his 
first child was born. The no-bud-
get film, about a bachelor party in 
Mexico gone wrong, won several  
film festival awards in 2008.

Stovall is now working on three 
projects—two in Austin—includ-
ing a feature film with a budget 

Film and video productions contributed more than
$52.5 million to the local economy in the last six months

just under $5 million.
Though most films take more 

than nine months to create, 
Stovall’s experience is emblem-
atic of the region’s film and video 
production community, driven 
by individuals, independent con-
tractors and small businesses.
“Behind the scenes”

“We’re not a very high-profile 
industry because we are behind 
the scenes, not out in front of the 
camera,” said Ted Barnhill, presi-
dent of Castleview Productions, a 
local five-person production com-
pany specializing in videos for 
corporations, events and training.

The industry has contributed at 
least $52.5 million to the Central 

FEB. 11 Candidate forum 
Sponsored by
Community Impact 
Newspaper, KUT, KXAN, 
League of Women Voters,  
Texas Tribune and the 
University of Texas
www.TexasVote2010.com

What’s Ahead    Largest distributed newspaper 
in Central Texas

Six editions • 391,546 circulation

www.impactnews.com

January 15 - FeBruary 11, 2010
VOLuMe 2, ISSue 3

Story Highlights
LeeD stands for Leadership in •	
energy and environmental Design

City’s green building policies •	
shaped national standard

Nation follows Austin’s LEED

By Mary Tuma 
Resting on the 700-acre site of 

Austin’s former airport, the Muel-
ler development has won praise 
for its energy-efficient practices, 
from the use of recycled materi-
als to solar power generation. In 
November, the mixed-use project 
became Texas’ first residential 
community to gain LEED Silver 
certification under the U.S. Green 
Building Council’s Neighborhood 
Development pilot program.

Mueller already had two com-
mercial buildings with LEED 
Platinum certification, two with 
Gold and two with Silver.

“This is one of the proj-
ects that is shaping the LEED-
Neighborhood rating to be 
used nationwide,” said Liana 
Kallivoka, LEED faculty member 
and head of Austin Energy’s com-
mercial Green Building Program. 

Yet, even while planes were 
still taking off and landing at the 
Mueller Airport, which closed 

in May 1999, the City of Austin 
was implementing green building 
policies that would be forerunners 
for the national LEED ratings.
From the ground up 

The U.S. Green Building Coun-
cil created Leadership in Energy 
and Environmental Design, or 
LEED, certification in 1998. LEED 
certification recognizes buildings 
that incorporate elements that are 
environmentally friendly, con-
serve water and save energy. 

LEED is implemented by engi-
neers, interior designers, real 
estate developers, architects and 
government officials and reviewed 
for accreditation by a consensus-
based volunteer committee com-
posed of experts in the building 
and construction industry.

Guidelines are broad enough 
to encompass different types of 
buildings, from residential to 
commercial, and to work with 
buildings of different ages, from 
retrofitted existing structures to 
projects in their initial design. 

Buildings, including schools, 
homes and commercial proper-
ties, are judged on a 100-point 

Platinum
CONTINUED ON | 18

Only LEED Platinum hospital in the world
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Dell Children’s 
Medical Center of 
Central Texas

92 percent of •	
construction waste 
recycled on-site

47,000 tons of Mueller •	
airport runway material 
reused on the site

Reclaimed water used •	
for irrigation

Courtyards provide light •	
to interior spaces

Parking lot trees and •	
reflective surface 
pavement and roof 
materials reduce 
heat-island effect

Efficiency measures save •	
enough power to fuel 
about 1,800 homes

All electricity supplied •	
by an on-site natural gas 
turbine

Central Austin’s other 
Platinum building: 
Ronald McDonald House 
Charities (also at Mueller)

Central Texas film and video production industry
(economic impact to area during last six months of 2009)

“I make movies in Austin 
because Austin has a 

really good crew base, 
and it is a great place to 

have a family.”

—Rowdy Stovall
Austin filmmaker, Red J Films

$25 million “Machete,” “Predators”feature films 

$20 million “Friday Night Lights”television shows 

$7.5 million commercial, corporate and educational videos

$52.5 million total
Source: Texas Film Commission (The commission does not track films with budgets less than 
$250,000 or commercials with budgets less than $100,000. Larger projects qualify for state 
incentives and apply to the commission for refunds of 5 to 15 percent of Texas spending.) 

Current projects
“Dreamer Park” *
“The Stone Age Man”
“American Weekend” *
*filming in Austin

Waterfall garden

Healing garden

Main entrance
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We’ll take you to and from 
your medical appointments
or doctor office visits

Need a lift?

At Physicians Health Choice, we do everything we can to ensure 

fast and easy access to your health care needs. That’s why we  

offer free curb-to-curb transportation to and from your doctor 

visits and medical appointments.* So relax. Schedule appointments 

at your convenience with no shuttles or buses.

Pick the health care plan that picks you up. Call 1 877 230-6761 to  

take advantage of our plan benefits today or visit PHCcares.com.

H4527_4002 ADTRANSP10 CMS121509

Transportation is not for Emergencies. The number of transportation trips 
provided to and from medical appointments varies by plan and service area.
Physicians Health Choice is a Medicare approved HMO and a Part D sponsor. 
Individuals are eligible to enroll in the plan if the individual is entitled to Medicare 
benefits under Part A and enrolled in Part B and reside in the service area of 
the plan. Benefits vary by plan and service area. This is an advertisement; 
please contact Physicians Health Choice for additional benefits and details.

PHCcares.com  
1 877 230-6761

1 800 290-9905 tty/tdd
Monday To Friday: 8aM–5PM

The Open Enrollment Period ends March 31, 2010.  
You still have time to switch!
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Traci rodriguez
trodriguez@impactnews.com

(In response to the comment above)

“Well, we will have to agree to disagree. The 
building as designed is an eyesore and completed 
will be even more of an eyesore. I don’t think 
seeing it completed will suddenly turn it into a ‘silk 
purse.’ I don’t know why the neighbors rejected 
the new design as it is a big improvement over 
the original and would be in keeping with the 
architecture of the neighborhood. Austin has a 
lot of what passes for ‘pushing the envelope’ and 
mostly it is just plain ugly. Aesthetically, Austin has 
a long way to go.”

—Kate Powers

more.impactnews.com/6070 

“Well ... personally I think the [new property 
owner’s] design is awful ... why don’t we just build 
a replica of the Acropolis? Looks [like] a boring 
’70s cheese ball apartment complex. At LEAST 
the Pleiades complex was an attempt at pushing 
the envelope ... Finished it would have been fine 
and really it would have probably become a 
landmark ... ”

—Tommy Taylor

City green-lights completion of 
“eyesore” on Enfield Road

I recently spent time on 
West Lynn Street preparing 
this month’s Community 
Corridor. The area is con-
sidered by some to be the 

dividing line between Clarksville and Old 
West Austin. In fact, the street is called 
“West Lynn” because it was considered 
the “west line” of the subdivision.

Pedestrians and businesspeople were 
eager to talk about the neighborhood’s 
unique history.

I stopped by el Interior and visited with 
Ed Jordan, a part-time sales associate and 
artist who has lived in Old West Aus-
tin since 1943. He delighted in sharing 
his story of the Old West Line Historic 
District. According to him, the name 
was derived from a trolley line called the 
Old West Line that ran from Sixth Street 
maybe as far back as the 1920s.

One resident pointed out the radio 

tower between Ninth and 10th streets 
and referred to it as the “Eiffel Tower of 
Clarksville.” He suggested I ask others 
what they call it, as he knew there were 
other names. He urged me to visit other 
landmarks in the neighborhood. It was 
evident the people of Old West Austin 
take pride in their neighborhood and 
know the history well.

My own history with West Lynn takes 
me back to Jeffrey’s, where my husband 
proposed five years ago. I will never forget 
answering yes to the applause of patrons 
and staff. As we get caught up in today’s 
hustle and bustle, it’s never a bad idea to 
take a minute to reflect on the things that 
got us where we are today.
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Online-exclusive content
Visit the Central Austin home page 

for up-to-date community news, information and 
a full calendar of local events. Find us online at 
impactnews.com/central-austin.

Impact your inbox
Sign up to receive Community Impact 
Newspaper’s weekly update featuring local 

news, and you automatically will be entered to win a 
$100 Tiff’s Treats gift card. 
The drawing will be held Jan. 31, 2010.

impactnews.com/signup

“Everyone says we spell 
‘tabooley’ wrong. But we 
got it from a Lebanese 
cookbook.”  

 —Tom Abdenour, 
Tom’s Tabooley co-owner

“I never understood why 
people would come to 
vote for the top offices 
and then drop off before 
voting on the positions 
closest to them.”  

 —Dana DeBeauvoir,  
Travis County clerk

“We’ve got people that 
have been coming since we 
first opened, and now their 
kids are coming and their 
kids are coming. Texans like 
their barbecue.”  

 —Roma Duff,  
The Pit Barbeque owner

In This Issue

7

13

17

In the December 2009 issue, 
MISSBEHAVE Boutique owner Andrea 
Valko’s name was misspelled.  
The store opened in May.

Correction

Local shopping. Local Savings
Find additional offers and coupons online 

at savings.impactnews.com.

Stay connected 24/7
For the latest community news follow us 

on Twitter at impactnews_cta.

Local doctors. Local choices.
Browse and search doctor listings at

health.impactnews.com.

Enjoy 2010 in luxury! 

IN THE ARBORETUM AREA.IN THE ARBORETUM AREA
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The all-new 2010 GX 460 The all-new 2010 HS 250h

See the new 2010 line up at Lexus of Austin
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Central austin Community Impact 1 All smiles
Austin Dental Works, 4601 N. Lamar 
Blvd., Ste. 503, opened at The Triangle 
Nov. 18. Dr. Hap Nguyen moved back 
to Austin in 2006 to work with another 
dentist before opening his own practice. 
The office offers general, cosmetic and 
implant dentistry. Call 454-0300 or visit 
www.austindentalworks.com.

2 Trailer treasure
a Dessert trailer Holy Cacao recently 
moved to the South Austin Trailer Park 
and Eatery, 1311 S. First St. Customers 
can drink made-from-scratch hot 
chocolate and can roast s’mores over a fire 
pit. Cacao’s specialty, Cakeballs—cake 
mixed with frosting, dipped in chocolate 
and placed on a stick—are available for 
delivery, too. Opened in March, the eatery 
is owned by Ellen Kinsey and John 
Spillyards. Call 851-2253 or visit 
www.theholycacao.com. 

b Also at the South Austin Trailer Park, 
Austinite Jeremiah Allen opened gourmet 
hot dog trailer Man Bites Dog in late 
November. Customers can make their 
own dogs or choose from more than 10 
specialties, such as the Buffalo Hottie, a 
Vienna beef frank with bleu cheese 
crumbles, buffalo wing sauce and green 
onions. The kitchen uses kolache buns 
from the Kolache Shoppe on Burnet Road, 
and the menu offers vegetarian options. 
Call 771-6668 or visit 
www.manbitesdogaustin.com.

3 Rolling out
Sushi A-Go-Go moved from Manor Road 
to 4001 Medical Parkway in November. 
Parked on the south end of a Shell gas 
station parking lot, the food service 
trailer offers bento boxes, edamame and 
a variety of rolls, including the Superfly 
roll, filled with barbecued eel and 
topped with Go-Go sauce. Owner Kayo 
Asazu has added three picnic tables for 
customers to enjoy lunch sitting down. 
Call 560-1655 or visit  
www.sushi-a-go-go-austin.com.

4 Burrito bowl
Chipotle Mexican Grill opened in early 
December at 2700 W. Anderson Lane. The 
eatery, located on the intersection of West 
Anderson Lane and Northcross Drive, 
offers burritos and burrito bowls, tacos, 
salads, tortilla chips and homemade 
guacamole. Call 687-0014 or visit 
www.chipotle.com.

5 Turkish rugs
After five years of selling gifts from a 
Barton Creek Mall kiosk, shop owner 
Zerrin Olcay moved to a spacious 
storefront along North Lamar Boulevard. 
Her new shop, Zerrin, opened in late 
November at 700 N. Lamar Blvd. and 
features imported rugs, textiles, antiques, 
ceramics and jewelry. All items are 
original and handmade. Call 320-0992.

6 Downtown burgers
Steve McDermott, owner of Austin 
electric car rental service E-cars, planned 
to open an old-fashioned hamburger 
stand at 350 Trinity St. in mid-January. 
Down Town Burgers serves fries, drinks 
and burgers from 11 a.m. until 3 a.m. Call 
445-2900.

7 Stitch switch
The Stitch Lab recently moved from 
1608 S. Third St. to a larger facility at 
1000 S. First St. The fabric store also offers 
classes in textile arts, sewing and crafts. 
Call 440-0712.

8 Bilingual litigation
In November, attorney Rachel Bus and 
partner Vi Nanthaveth opened their own 
law firm at 38th and Jefferson streets. Bus 
& Nanthaveth PLLC, at 1601 W. 38th 
St., Ste. 202, specializes in immigration 
law, providing services to employees, 
businesses and families. The lawyers offer 
services in English, Spanish, Thai and 
Laotian. Call 371-9000 or visit 
www.busnanlaw.com.

9 Local yogurt
In early December, locally owned 
Berry Austin yogurt shop opened at 
5523 Balcones Drive. Owner Cathy Steele 
and husband Jeff Trigger run the dessert 
spot, which features eclectic handmade 
decorations, such as tabletop collages, 
colorful mosaic walls and mirrors lined 
with recycled bottle lids. Customers can 
choose from nonfat self-serve flavors and 
more than 40 toppings, from chocolate 
peanut butter cups to fruits and granola. 
Berry Austin offers indoor and outdoor 
seating for about 70 patrons. Call  
323-0606 or visit www.berryaustin.com.

10 An extra slice
a Homeslice Pizza, 1415 S. Congress 
Ave., is moving its takeout operation to an 
adjacent building just a few feet away, at 
1423 S. Congres Ave., formerly occupied 
by Washburn’s Dry Cleaners. The pizza 
parlor, owned by Terri Hannifin, is open 
every day of the week. Call 444-7437 or 
visit www.homeslicepizza.com. 

b Sharing the same building, new men’s 
clothing store Stag offers new and vintage 
clothing, furniture, gifts and oddities.  
Co-owner Bobby Johns said the idea came 
to fruition after he and four friends with 
similar backgrounds in retail and vintage 
wanted to start a business together. Call 
373-7824 or visit www.stagaustin.com.

11 Marketing move
The 25-year-old Austin advertising and 
marketing firm, SicolaMartin, moved 
from 701 Brazos St. to the Capitol Towers 
at 206 E. Ninth Street, Ste. 1800.
President Cherie Cox said the new space 
is more contemporary, a reflection of 
SicolaMartin’s recent rebranding and new 
website design. Call 343-0264 or visit 
www.sicolamartin.com.
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News or questions about Central Austin? 
E-mail ctanews@impactnews.com.

Community Events    

January
12-Feb. 13 | FronteraFest
Seventeenth season of the five-week, citywide, unjuried 
fringe festival featuring more than 800 local and national 
artists each year
Hyde Park Theatre, 511 W. 43rd St. (and other venues)
Tickets at www.hydeparktheatre.org and 479-7529
www.fronterafest.org

14-17 | Austin Boat Show 
Featuring more than 400 watercraft spanning 200,000-plus 
sq. ft.; activities for adults and children
Austin Convention Center, 500 E. Cesar Chavez St.
Various times
$8 (adults), $4 (seniors and children ages 7-12),  
free for children under age 7 • www.austinboatshow.com 

16 | Seeing Special Things Student Art Show
Celebration of the 30th anniversary of the student outreach 
program; chance to meet the students, teachers and 
docents who participate in the program and see artwork 
created by the students
Austin Museum of Art, 823 Congress Ave.
1-3 p.m. • Free • 495-9224 • www.amoa.org

18 | MLK Celebration Austin
The annual celebration begins with a brief ceremony on 
the University of Texas campus at the Martin Luther King Jr. 
statue, followed by a festival on the campus of Huston-
Tillotson University; live music and numerous vendors; 
sponsored by Austin Area Heritage Council 
Downtown (UT, State Capitol and Huston-Tillotson) 
9 a.m.-3 p.m. • www.mlkcelebration.com

21 | Fusebox Festival Lineup Announcement 
Free party where Fusebox Festival reveals 2010 artists, 
venues and partners for its annual festival in April; 
appearance by filmmaker and artist Peat Duggins
Okay Mountain, 1312 E. Cesar Chavez St.
6:30-8 p.m. • 293-5177 • www.fuseboxfestival.com

22 | “Set the Stage” ASPVA Grand Opening Event 
The Austin School for the Performing and Visual Arts honors 
young artists at its new location; featuring food by Verde’s 
Mexican Parilla, entertainment by student and professional 
performers, a silent auction and benefit concert by the 
award-winning American rock band, Fastball
1110 Guadalupe St.
5 p.m. • 773-3398 • www.theaustinschool.org

25-Feb. 5 | Bookspring Read-A-Thon
Annual event encouraging community service and 
promoting literacy in the Austin community; money raised 
will benefit literacy programs; 31 Austin public school 
campuses scheduled to participate
472-1791 •  Registration at www.bookspring.org

26 | “A Midwinter Night’s Dream”
A multisensory art, shopping and food experience 
benefiting the Breast Cancer Resource Centers of Texas; with 
art by Honora Jacob, merchandise from Underwear, food 
from Fete Accompli, cocktails from Treaty Oak Rum 
1308 E. Seventh St.
6-8 p.m. • $10 suggested donation • www.bcrc.org

27 | Nueces Bicycle Boulevard Open House
One of three open houses hosted by the City of Austin to 
gather feedback from the community about turning Nueces 
Street into a bicycle boulevard 
Pease Elementary School, 1106 Rio Grande St.
6-8 p.m. • 627-9150

Taste of Austin
An event showcasing top Austin area restaurants, caterers 
and hotels; food lovers can sample select menu items 
Palmer Events Center, 900 Barton Springs Road
General admission $25, reserved tickets $35 
5:30 p.m.-8 p.m. • www.tasteofaustin.org

February
3-6 | Texas Trails & Active Transportation
National and local experts, workshops, exhibits and hands-
on learning; 16th annual conference
AT&T Executive Education & Conference Center
1900 University Ave.
8 a.m.-8 p.m. • $65 to $300 for various events
476-7433 • www.texastrails.biketexas.org

4-21 | “john & jen”
Live musical with a two-person cast; 110 minutes; PG rating
Hideout Coffee House and Theatre, 617 Congress Ave.
Thurs.-Sat. 8 p.m., Sun. 5 p.m.
$20, $15 (students, seniors, groups), $10 (student rush)
800-838-3006 • 850-4849 • wwww.penfoldtheatre.org
 
5 | UT Sustainable Business Summit
Perspectives from business and sustainability experts; 
discuss how the business community defines sustainability 
and how businesses can effectively implement and profit 
from sustainable business practices; happy hour and social 
mixer to follow; hosted by nonprofit Net Impact 
Texas Union Ballroom, 2247 Guadalupe St.
8 a.m.-8 p.m. • $8-$60 • www.utsummit.org

6 | 19th Annual Mock Surgery event
Self-paced tours including hands-on demonstrations and 
mock surgical procedures explained by Seton hospital staff; 
learn about what happens during a surgical procedure
Clinical Education Center at Brackenridge, 1400 N. IH 35
9 a.m.-3 p.m. (tours take two hours; no reservation needed)
www.seton.net

Pancake Breakfast & Country Jam
Fifth annual fundraiser for the Austin SERTOMA Club’s 
programs for the deaf and hard of hearing community; all-
you-can-eat IHOP fare and Dominican Joe coffee; live music
Texas School for the Deaf cafeteria, 1102 S. Congress Ave.
8 a.m.-1 p.m. • $5 (advance), $6 (door), free (6 and under)
415-2553 • www.austinsertoma.org

Rodeo Austin Gala
Black tie affair that is one of the largest fundraisers for the 
Star of Texas Fair and Radio; four-course meal, full bar, silent 
auction, raffle and live music by Dwight Yoakam
Palmer Events Center, 900 Barton Springs Road
6 p.m. • Tickets start at $150
919-3000 • www.rodeoaustin.com

7 | The Dan Davidson Civic Forum
The forum hosts Dr. Dan Stultz, CEO of the Texas Hospital 
Association as part of the community engagement series.
Northwest Hills United Methodist Church
7050 Village Center Drive 
10-11 a.m., followed by Q&A
345-1743 • www.nwhillsumc.org

9 | “Ajami”  film viewing
Presented by the Austin Film Society, featuring an Israeli 
neighborhood as microcosm of the Arab-Israeli conflict
Alamo Drafthouse, 1120 S. Lamar Blvd.
7-9 p.m. • $6 (free for AFS members)
322-0145 • www.austinfilm.org

12 | One Day Creative Camp for Kids
Workshop about the indigenous people of the southwest 
United States and northern Mexico; visual arts activities, 
music and a special nature walk; students must wear closed-
toe shoes and bring two snacks, as well as a sack lunch; for 
children ages 5-14
Mexican American Cultural Center, 600 River St. 
9 a.m.-5 p.m. • $25 • 478-6222 • www.ci.austin.tx.us/macc

14 | Paramount Break-a-Leg 5K
Previously referred to as the Arts Run, the fourth annual 
5K starts and ends on Congress Avenue (on the Austin 
Marathon and Half-Marathon route) and continues to 
support the Paramount Theatre in a new, bigger format.
The Paramount Theatre, 713 Congress Ave.
7:30 a.m. • $22 • 472-5470 • www.austintheatre.org

12 A family affair
Kelli Brown, a jewelry designer, and 
mother Marcia Brown, an interior and 
architectural designer, opened The Brown 
Studio at 3407 Jefferson St. in November. 
Originally from Austin, the mother and 
daughter duo relocated to Mexico for 
nearly 20 years, doing design work that 
received international acclaim. Their new 
studio features furniture made in their 
24,000 sq. ft. hacienda factory in Mexico, 
along with jewelry, antiques and interior 
design services. Call 291-7560 or visit 
www.kellibrownjewelry.com.

13 How sweet it is
Last month, Sweet Leaf Tea Company 
relocated its headquarters from Congress 
Avenue and Riverside Drive to 3601 S. 
Congress Ave., Ste. D-100, inside the Penn 
Field business park. The new location is 
more than double the space of the old one 
and features extra amenities like showers 
for employees who bike to work. Call 
628-2106 or visit www.sweetleaftea.com.

14 In the details
Wash & Run auto detailing opened early 
November in the RunTex parking lot at 
422 W. Riverside Drive. Owned by twin 
brothers Emory and Thomas Fincher, 
the business offers steam cleaning, hand 
washes, tire dressing and other services. 
Call 461-9524.

15 Pet complex
Austin Urban Vet Center opened 
downtown at 710 W. Fifth St. in late 
December. It features a full-service hospital, 
pet resort and playcare center complete 
with an indoor park, pet cots, webcams and 
televisions for pets. Call 476-2882 or visit 
www.austinurbanvet.com.

16 Simple eats
Tapas restaurant Simplicity Wine & Eats 
opened in late December at 4801 Burnet 
Road. All tapas are under $4; glasses 
of wine are under $8. Food is served in 
compostable and recycled containers. 
Owner Parind Vora also owns Restaurant 
Jezebel, 914 Congress Ave. Visit  
www.simplicitywinebar.com.

17 Art school
The Austin School for the Performing 
and Visual Arts will open a private school 
at 1110 Guadalupe St. for sixth-12th 
graders this fall. The school will offer a full 
academic curriculum with an emphasis 
on the arts, founder and director Carol de 
Cardenas said. Call 773-3398 or visit 
www.theaustinschool.org. 

Ticket to ride
Beginning Jan. 16, Capital Metro’s bus 
fares will increase. Seniors, riders with 
disabilities and Medicare cardholders will 
continue to ride for free. The local single-
ride bus fare will increase to $1. Visit 
www.capmetro.org.

Homeslice Pizza’s takeout operation will be in a new building.

10

Owner Ellen Kinsey relocated dessert trailer Holy Cacao.
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Zerrin opened on North Lamar Boulevard in late November.

5

Berry Austin owners’ family and friends decorated the store.

9

Sponsored by

Calendar events for print must be submitted by the 22nd 
of the month. Submit events and find our Central Texas 
calendar online at www.impactnews.com.

Vet center owner Dr. Erin Homburg examines Fletch, a bulldog.

15
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Business Profile    Castle Hill Fitness

By Mary Tuma
With a diverse and extensive career in 

energy conservation, Paolo Minissi says 
opening Castle Hill Fitness was a “radical 
departure” from his past activities. 

“I am a physics major by training, so 
moving into the gym business was not 
what you would consider a natural path or 
progression in my career,” he said. 

Still, the solar power expert contends 
that an integral thread connects his new 
business to his former professional life.

“In everything I’ve done, I try to chal-
lenge the mundane,” Minissi said. “I try to 

Paolo Minissi, owner of Castle Hill Fitness, was born in Italy, studied physics at the University of Texas, started an energy-efficient 
lighting business and taught high school tech theater before establishing his gym on North Lamar Boulevard in 2002. 

M
ar

y 
Tu

m
a

Castle Hill Fitness
1112 N. Lamar Blvd., Ste. B
478-4567
www.castlehillfitness.com
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add substance and refresh it. I follow the 
concept that says I don’t want to be put in 
a box, so I need to create my own destiny.” 

The facility highlights Minissi’s back-
ground in conservation, offering reverse-
osmosis purified water, sophisticated, 
individualized air-conditioning units, 
a full recycling program throughout 
the gym and plans to implement LED 
lighting, among other environmentally 
conscious features.

Additionally, cucumber, basil and other 
plants grow in garden boxes lining the 
outside wall of Castle Hill’s organic café, 

Food 4 Fitness, and are used in the ever-
changing menu. 

“If you noticed, it doesn’t smell like a 
gym in here. If we want our customers to 
have a good relationship with their body 
and mind, the environment needs to sup-
port that too,” he said. 

A deceivingly small exterior façade 
on North Lamar Boulevard belies the 
spacious two-story interior of Castle 
Hill Fitness. The colorful, 17,000 sq. ft. 
gym offers yoga training, Pilates classes, 
indoor cycling and climbing, kickboxing, 
personal training and massage therapy. It 
is joined by a bike shop and café, creating 
a health-centric hot spot between 11th 
and 12th streets. 

Born in Italy, Minissi began his 30 years 
in Austin with a physics research fellow-
ship at the University of Texas in 1978. 
Enticed by the idea of entrepreneurship, 
he started his own successful energy-effi-
cient lighting business, which grew from 
two to 220 employees during the  
15 years he was president. After selling 
the company in 1996, Minissi traveled, 
did charity work and taught tech theater 
at McCallum High School. A couple of 
years later, he started a rowing club on 
Lady Bird Lake called Rowing Dock. 

In 2002, he noticed a for lease sign at 
Timberline Fitness, which he frequented. 
He decided to, as he said, “take a gamble.”

With the intent to create a different 
type of gym, Minissi retained the major-
ity of employees in order to salvage strong 
relationships between clientele and staff. 

Striving to prevent the daunted reac-
tion many experience when entering a 
gym, Minissi provides customers with 
a specialized environment in a smaller 
nonthreatening setting. 

“I wanted to open a gym for people who 
don’t like going to gyms, like myself,” 
Minissi said.

Get fit at Castle Hill
Pilates, martial arts and yoga bar studios•	

Cycling simulation•	

Two yoga walls and climbing wall•	

Multisport room, cardio area and stretch room•	

Food 4 Fitness organic café•	

Castle Hill Cycles bike shop•	

Since her Lap-Band surgery 
in February 2008, D’Anne 
has lost more than 80 
pounds. She no longer takes 
blood pressure medicine, and 
her sleep apnea is gone.

Individual patient results vary.

The 10 surgeons of  Southwest Bariatric Surgeons personally  
provide follow-up care to their patients to make sure they are  

healthy and losing weight successfully. 

Weight Loss Surgery could transform your life.  
But the procedure alone won’t get you there.

A Healthy 

HealthyLife
Relationship

for a

Online seminar anytime at www.SouthwestBariatric.com 
Register at www.SouthwestBariatric.com or call 512.334.1885

Lap-Band  •  ReaLize Band  •  GastRic Bypass  •  sLeeve GastRectomy

LeaRn moRe at a FRee seminaR

Saturday, Jan. 16, 10:30 am 
La Quinta Inn – Southwest Austin

Thursday, Jan. 21, 6:30 pm 
St. David’s Medical Center

Wednesday, Jan. 27, 6:30 pm 
Central Park Surgery Center
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Business Profile    Tom’s Tabooley

By Mary Tuma
Tom and Brigid Abdenour have come a 

long way since pushing around a food cart 
filled with pita bread and baklava outside 
the University of Texas Co-op in the late 
’70s. For the last 33 years, the married 
couple have worked to refine, perfect and 
try new things at their Mediterranean deli 
Tom’s Tabooley. 

Arriving from Illinois when they were 
in their 20s, the Abdenours were imme-
diately immersed in Guadalupe Street’s 
bustling creative energy and vibrant art 
scene, soaking up the sights, sounds and 
tastes of what they dub “old Austin.” 

“This area down here was the destina-
tion point,” Tom said. “It really was the 
heart and soul of Austin.” 

Growing restless with their respective 
jobs, the Abdenours decided to comple-
ment the eclectic landscape and alterna-
tive, healthy lifestyle surrounding them 
by filling a niche for Mediterranean food.

With only $10 in his pocket, Tom, who is 
of Lebanese descent, headed to a junk shop 
and purchased a wheeled cart. For about 
two years he rolled the small box alongside 
other mobile food vendors and dozens of 
artists and musicians on the Drag. 

“It was really a circus carnival-like 
atmosphere,” he said. “It was a fun time 
to be in business, especially for two young 
people like ourselves.” 

Outgrowing their cart, the Abdenours 
migrated to a Guadalupe Street storefront 
now occupied by a tattoo parlor. Four 
years later, they moved the store inside 
a house on University Avenue and 20th 
Street that has since been torn down. 

After five years, the lease expired and 
the couple had to close shop. In 1997, they 
settled into their current location, nestled 
between Antone’s Records and Sonny’s. 

Part market and part dine-in eatery, 
Tom’s Tabooley offers healthy options, 
including popular falafel sandwiches, 

For more than 30 years, Tom and Brigid Abdenour have served 
up ‘tabooley’ on the Drag and in local stores. 
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Tom’s Tabooley
2928 Guadalupe St., Ste. 102
479-7337
www.tomstabooley.com

W. 29th St.

W. 30th St.
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dolmas—hand-rolled grape leaves stuffed 
with rice, pine nuts and spices—and, of 
course, tabouli, which they spell ‘tabooley.’

The Abdenours get started in the kitchen 
early, cooking garbanzo beans for hummus 
and falafel, roasting eggplant for baba gha-
noush, preparing baklava or starting on 
the 3,000 dolmas that must be rolled each 
week. All of the menu items are made from 
scratch and are constantly being tweaked 
with new spices and flavorful additions.

“We are definitely very conscientious 
about what we sell,” Brigid said. 

Many of their products are available 
at local coffee shops and markets around 
town. Also, the Abdenours left their mark 
on Whole Foods Market, with whom Tom 
collaborated in the early ’80s to develop 
some of its delicatessen items.

They plan to offer a ‘tabooley’ mix 
in the near future and will add several 
new dishes to the menu and reintroduce 
old time favorites, such as their popular 
“Tabooley Melt”—a combination of grilled 
mushroom, onion and cheese, topped with 
the parsley-based salad on pita bread.

Though the store has experienced several 
changes during the past three decades, 
its logo remains the same: the peculiar 
spelling of the eatery, surrounded by a 
cedar tree as found on the flag of Lebanon. 
Designed by Brigid, the logo graced Tom’s 
cart in the ’70s and can now be found 
printed on T-shirts available at the store. 

“Everyone tells us we spell ‘tabooley’ 
wrong,” Tom said. “But we got it from a 
Lebanese cookbook.” 

Places around town that carry  
Tom’s Tabooley products
Farm to Market Grocery 

The Green Muse Café 

Wheatsville Co-Op

Whole Foods Market (Gateway and Lamar)

Natural Grocers

Hyde Park Market, Deli & Organic Grocery Store 

People’s Pharmacy (South Lamar Boulevard)  

Tarrytown Dental
Family and Cosmetic Dentistry

• Friendly caring environment
• Digital X-rays
•  Teeth whitening, veneers and 

bonding
• Crowns, bridges and implants
•  Dental care for adults and children
•  State-of-the-art equipment, materials 

and sterilization techniques

Free laser tooth cavity scan during exam

2630 Exposition Blvd. Suite G01 • Austin, Texas 78703
512.477.5100  • www.TarrytownDental.com • www.AustinDDS.com
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Wheatsville Co-Op sells items from Tom’s Tabooley.
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Single-Ride FaRe

MetroBus $ 1.00 

MetroBus Reduced * $ 0.50 

Metroexpress $ 2.50 

Metroexpress Reduced * $ 1.25 

MetroRail  — 1 Zone $ 2.00 

MetroRail  — 2 Zones $ 3.00 

disability/Medicare/Seniors (65+) with a 
valid capital Metro-issued Id card FRee 

multi-Ride paSSeS FaRe

MetroBus day Pass $ 2.00 

MetroBus 7-day Pass $ 8.00

MetroBus 31-day Pass $ 28.00 

MetroBus 31-day Pass Reduced * $ 14.00 

Metroexpress day Pass (All Metroexpress  
Passes are valid for all bus services.) $ 5.00 

Metroexpress 31-day Pass $ 63.00 

Metroexpress 31-day Pass Reduced * $ 31.50 

Stored Value card ($15 Value — Bus use Only) $ 12.00 

MetroPlus day Pass (All MetroPlus Passes are 
valid for both MetroRail and all bus services.) $ 6.00 

MetroPlus 31-day Pass $ 70.00

MetroPlus 31-day Pass Reduced * $ 35.00

MetroAccess Monthly Pass $ 35.00 

MetroAccess 10-Ride Booklet $ 12.00 

capital metRo FaReS
~ eFFective JanuaRy 18, 2010 ~

*  Students age six to eighteen with a current school Id, and active  
duty and reserve military personnel with a current military Id may 
ride at the reduced rate.

the fare increase is one part of a long-range 
financial sustainability plan to help capital 
metro mitigate the rising costs of providing 
transportation services to the central 
texas region. For more information, 
please visit capmetro.org.

RideShare — In Service Area $ 60.00 

RideShare — Out of Service Area $ 60.00 + 
MIleAge 

Transforming the
community for

over 15 years with
green, renewable,

cost-effective
medicine

Call today for your
appointment

Pro Clinic 467-0370
Central Intern 371-3738
West Gate Intern 693-4373
Round Rock Intern 324-4805

Academy of Oriental Medicine at AustinAOMA
In the Village Center • 2700 W. Anderson Ln. • www.aoma.edu
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Acupuncture and Herbal Medicine
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Most congested roadways in austinTransportation Report    By Tiffany young

The Texas Department of Transportation recently published a list of Texas’ 
100 most congested roadways. Fourteen of the segments are in Central 
Texas. Find out the ranking of roadways along with what, if anything, is 
planned to improve the roadways and the cost of improvements versus not 
taking action. For a full list, visit http://apps.dot.state.tx.us/apps/rider56.

Ranking Austinites’ commutes
Capital of Texas Hwy. from RM 2222 to 2244

Ranking: 61

This segment has more than 338,000 annual hours of delay 
with an annual congestion cost of delay of $7.03 million. A 
trip that takes 20 minutes in free-flow conditions will take 
approximately 27 minutes during rush hour. If no changes 
are made to the current transportation system, TxDOT projects 
that a trip during rush hour would take 30 minutes in 20 
years. TxDOT has no plans to update this roadway.

MoPac from US 183 to Hwy. 290

Ranking: 44

This segment has more than 1.08 million annual hours of 
delay with an annual congestion cost of delay of $22.56 
million. A trip that takes 20 minutes in free-flow conditions 
will take approximately 26 minutes during rush hour. If no 
changes are made to the current transportation system, 
TxDOT projects that a trip during rush hour would take 40 
minutes in 20 years. TxDOT has plans to add managed 
lanes to help with congestion.

IH 35 from US 183 to Howard Lane

Ranking: 45

This segment has more than 570,000 annual hours 
of delay with an annual congestion cost of delay of 
$11.89 million. A trip that takes 20 minutes in free-
flow conditions will take approximately 26 minutes 
during rush hour. If no changes are made to the current 
transportation system, TxDOT projects that a trip during 
rush hour would take 39 minutes in 20 years. TxDOT has 
plans to widen the southbound frontage road, add a 
deceleration lane at Park Thirty Five Circle and construct 
an interchange at Parmer Lane.

US 183 from RM 1431 to 1 mile south of Lakeline Blvd.

Ranking: 64

This segment has more than 267,000 annual hours of delay 
with an annual congestion cost of delay of $5.56 million. A 
trip that takes 20 minutes in free-flow conditions will take 
approximately 27 minutes during rush hour. If no changes 
are made to the current transportation system, TxDOT 
projects that a trip during rush hour would take 30 minutes 
in 20 years. TxDOT has plans to add managed lanes from 
Lakeline Boulevard to IH 35.

US 183 from MoPac to IH 35

Ranking: 49

This segment has more than 314,000 annual hours of delay 
with an annual congestion cost of delay of $6.53 million. A 
trip that takes 20 minutes in free-flow conditions will take 
approximately 26 minutes during rush hour. If no changes 
are made to the current transportation system, TxDOT 
projects that a trip during rush hour would take 42 minutes 
in 20 years. TxDOT has plans to add managed lanes from 
Lakeline Boulevard to IH 35.

MoPac from Toll 45 to Parmer Lane

Ranking: 48

This segment has more than 317,000 annual hours of delay 
with an annual congestion cost of delay of $6.59 million. A 
trip that takes 20 minutes in free-flow conditions will take 
approximately 25 minutes during rush hour. If no changes 
are made to the current transportation system, TxDOT projects 
that a trip during rush hour would take 29 minutes in 20 years. 
TxDOT has no plans to update this roadway.

FM 1325 from IH 35 to Merrilltown Drive

Ranking: 78

This segment has more than 129,000 annual hours of delay 
with an annual congestion cost of delay of $2.69 million. A 
trip that takes 20 minutes in free-flow conditions will take 
approximately 26 minutes during rush hour. If no changes 
are made to the current transportation system, TxDOT projects 
that a trip during rush hour would take 31 minutes in 20 
years. TxDOT has no plans to update this roadway.

RM 620 from US 183 to FM 2222

Ranking: 70

This segment has more than 342,000 annual hours of delay 
with an annual congestion cost of delay of $7.1 million. A 
trip that takes 20 minutes in free-flow conditions will take 
approximately 27 minutes during rush hour. If no changes 
are made to the current transportation system, TxDOT 
projects that a trip during rush hour would take 37 minutes 
in 20 years. TxDOT has plans to construct direct connectors 
at US 183 and construct a new freeway facility with 
intermittent frontage roads on Toll 45.

IH 35 from Howard Lane to FM 3406

Ranking: 53

This segment has more than 652,000 annual hours of delay 
with an annual congestion cost of delay of $13.54 million. 
A trip that takes 20 minutes in free-flow conditions will take 
approximately 25 minutes during rush hour. If no changes 
are made to the current transportation system, TxDOT 
projects that a trip during rush hour would take 40 minutes 
in 20 years. TxDOT has plans to construct direct connectors 
from Toll 45.

US 290 from Oak Boulevard to RM 1826

Ranking: 72

This segment has more than 150,000 annual hours of delay 
with an annual congestion cost of delay of $3.12 million. A 
trip that takes 20 minutes in free-flow conditions will take 
approximately 26 minutes during rush hour. If no changes 
are made to the current transportation system, TxDOT projects 
that a trip during rush hour would take 29 minutes in 20 
years. TxDOT has no plans to update this roadway.

Capital of Texas Hwy. from RM 2244 to MoPac

Ranking: 81

This segment has more than 193,000 annual hours of delay 
with an annual congestion cost of delay of $4.02 million. A 
trip that takes 20 minutes in free-flow conditions will take 
approximately 26 minutes during rush hour. If no changes 
are made to the current transportation system, TxDOT projects 
that a trip during rush hour would take 29 minutes in 20 
years. TxDOT has no plans to update this roadway.

Southwest Parkway from Vega Avenue to MoPac

Ranking: 54

This segment has more than 153,000 annual hours of delay 
with an annual congestion cost of delay of $3.18 million. A 
trip that takes 20 minutes in free-flow conditions will take 
approximately 26 minutes during rush hour. If no changes 
are made to the current transportation system, TxDOT projects 
that a trip during rush hour would take 45 minutes in 20 
years. TxDOT has no plans to update this roadway.

Capital of Texas Hwy. from US 183 to RM 2222

Ranking: 55

This segment has more than 282,000 annual hours of delay 
with an annual congestion cost of delay of $5.86 million. A 
trip that takes 20 minutes in free-flow conditions will take 
approximately 27 minutes during rush hour. If no changes 
are made to the current transportation system, TxDOT projects 
that a trip during rush hour would take 30 minutes in 20 
years. TxDOT has no plans to update this roadway.

IH 35 from Hwy. 71 to US 183

Ranking: 26

This segment has more than 1.36 million annual hours of 
delay* with an annual congestion cost of delay* of $28.32 
million. A trip that takes 20 minutes in free-flow conditions 
will take approximately 28 minutes during rush hour. If no 
changes are made to the current transportation system, 
TxDOT projects that a trip during rush hour would take 45 
minutes in 20 years. TxDOT has no plans to update this 
roadway.

Glossary

*Travel delay
The total amount of wasted time is produced by comparing the travel time at congested speeds to the free flow speed 
on each roadway type. The free flow speed was assumed to be 60 mph on freeways and 35 mph on arterial streets and 
frontage roads. An additional factor that varies by road type and urban region is used to account for additional delay 
because of crashes, stalled vehicles and other irregular delay-causing events.

*Congestion cost
Two cost components are associated with congestion: delay cost and fuel cost. These values are directly related to 
the travel speed calculations. In 2007, the most recent year of data, the average cost for an hour of person delay was 
approximately $21 per hour. This value was used as an estimate of congestion cost, including delay and fuel. The delay 
cost is an estimate of the value of lost time in passenger vehicles and the increased operating costs of commercial vehicles 
in congestion. 

Source: TxDOT
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Why Buy a Certifi edPreowned.com Vehicle?
•   Thoroughly Inspected and 

Detailed Vehicles
•    100,000 Mile Comprehensive 

Manufacturer Backed Warranties
• HUGE Selection
• Inventory Updated Nightly

• Multiple Photos
• Detailed Information
•  eBrochures with Detailed Information
• Online Payment Calculator
• Online Secure Credit Applications
• Find My Car Vehicle Search Tool

 *Not quite enough room below to list all our vehicles. Check out our massive inventory online today!

Certifi edPreowned.com      913-3960

AUDI
2006 A-3 63089 miles $16,995
2007 A3 34347 miles $21,450
2007 A4 2.0T 21067 miles $22,900
2006 CABRIOLET 1.8T 32964 miles $24,900 C
2005 A6 3.2Q 36841 miles $26,900 C
2008 A3 2.0T PREM 12803 miles $26,900 C
2008 A3 2.0T S-LINE 24122 miles $29,000 C
2007 CABRIOLET 2.0TQ 19302 miles $29,900 C
2007 A4 2.0TQ 24651 miles $29,900 C
2008 AVANT 2.0TQ 13809 miles $38,900 C
2007 A8 L 30833 miles $52,900 C
BMW
2006 3-SERIES 70300 miles $13,500
2005 330 CI SPT CP 60925 miles $19,750
2006 X3-SERIES 62674 miles $19,995
2006 Z4-SERIES 20680 miles $25,995

CHEVROLET
1993 C/K 1500 156471 miles $4,995
2002 TAHOE 98572 miles $9,995
2006 IMPALA 52694 miles $11,995
2007 SUB LTZ 2WD DVD 52550 miles $26,900
2008 TAHOE LT 2WD 20407 miles $28,900
DODGE
2007 DAKOTA 40605 miles $12,995
FORD
2008 FOCUS 4120 miles $11,995
2007 EXPEDITION EL 88947 miles $29,995
HYUNDAI
2006 ELANTRA 29639 miles $9,450
INFINITI
2003 G35 SEDAN 70323 miles $12,995
2005 INFINITI FX-35 47515 miles $23,900
2008 G35 SEDAN 30028 miles $25,900

JEEP
2005 LIBERTY 102701 miles $9,750
2008 WRANGLER X 14794 miles $19,426
KIA
2008 RIO 4213 miles $8,995
LEXUS
2001 IS 300 68137 miles $12,995
2007 ES 350 55957 miles $24,995
2007 IS 350 W/NAV 31855 miles $28,500
MAZDA
2006 MAZDA6 43850 miles $12,450
2007 CX7 GR TOUR FWD 27902 miles $19,500
2009 3 HB GR TOURING 1405 miles $21,500
SAAB
2006 9-3 49345 miles $13,495
2006 9-3 40132 miles $13,995
2009 9-3 13109 miles $22,976

SUBARU
2009 LEGACY 9DB 2312 miles $18,980 C
2009 IMPREZA WAGON 6437 miles $19,358 C
2009 FORESTER PR PKG 7212 miles $23,995 C
2009 TRIBECA 10847 miles $29,995 C
TOYOTA
2006 SCION TC 40282 miles $12,476
2006 SOLARA SLE CONV 30984 miles $18,900
VOLVO
2003 V70 104973 miles $8,995
2003 S80 100533 miles $9,995
2002 XC70 AWD ASR 76465 miles $10,700
2004 S80 54922 miles $11,294
2005 XC90   55902 miles $18,995 C
2007 S80 3.2 ASR      7782 miles $24,300 C
2008 XC90 3.2 ASR 7   36502 miles $28,900 C
2009 C70 T5 CONV   17912 miles $38,700 C

$29,900  2007 Audi A4 2.0T Convertible $19,358  2009 Subaru Impreza 2.5i $24,300  2007 Volvo S80 3.2$29 900$29,900$29 900$29,900 2007 Aududddiiiii A4A4A4A4 2 0T Convertible $19 333555888888$19,3588333,3$$ 55558888885889911 2009 SuSubbbbabaru Impreza 2 5i $24 300$24 3004422$$24 333$ 00000000000000303044 322$$ 2000000777 VVolvo S80 3 2

St. David’s
Medical Center
at the heart of it all.
A leading facility for cardiac care—and beyond. Not only does 
St. David’s Medical Center have special expertise in heart and vascular services, 
and national recognition for clinical outcomes, we’re a comprehensive hospital 
supported by hundreds of subspecialists. From cardiothoracic surgery to cardiac 
catheterization, electrophysiology and more, our experienced team of cardiac 
specialists is ready to handle any situation. And if more than your heart needs 
care, you’re still in the right place—one that’s been treating the people of 
Austin since 1924.

Learn more about our innovative and continuously growing 
cardiac services at stdavids.com

919 E. 32nd Street  •  Austin, TX  78705  •  (512) 476-7111
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Learn more about our innovative and continuously growing 
cardiac services at 
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Film and video

Comment at more.impactnews.com/6610

Texas economy in the past six 
months, Texas Film Commission 
Director Bob Hudgins said.

That number does not include 
low-budget independent films—
the backbone of Austin’s film 
culture—or video game produc-
tions, a related industry at least as 
significant as film and video pro-
duction.
“An infusion of dollars”

Hudgins and others stress the 
positive repercussions film and 
video productions have on the 
local economy, especially small 
businesses and independent con-
tractors, even from more mod-
est projects the public might not 
notice are happening.

In filmmaking, Hudgins said 
“the general rule” is that about 
50 percent of production costs 
goes toward paying the cast and 
crew; 30 percent to industry-spe-
cific equipment and items, such as 
cameras; and 20 percent to local 
businesses, such as dry cleaners.

“Companies can spend a lot 
of money locally in a very short 
amount of time. That’s an infusion 
of dollars people may not typi-
cally think about,” said Vincent 
Kitch, the City of Austin’s Cul-
tural Arts Program manager.

“It’s a beautiful thing. It touches 
so many small businesses and fil-
ters through a small economy like 
nothing else. Everybody does bet-
ter when movies are being worked 
on,” Hudgins said.

Mark Bradley, owner of Ciao 
Chow Catering, agrees. His com-
pany has been hired for a few 
video and commercial shoots for 
companies including Southwest 
Airlines. He also served up spa-
ghetti and meatballs at the Texas 
Motion Picture Alliance’s west-
ern-themed benefit at Bee Cave’s 
Star Hill Ranch in December.

“I obviously like to make 

money,” Bradley said. “Those jobs 
pay pretty well, and their budgets 
are generally higher than most 
things we do.”
Austin’s crew

Texas has two main centers 
for film and video production—
Dallas and Austin. Dallas, with 
its large population base and for-
midable advertising industry, is a 
hub for commercial and TV show 
production. In contrast, the rela-
tively small Austin area is attrac-
tive to producers by virtue of its 
veteran crew members—weaned 
on independent films, “Austin 
City Limits” and big productions 
by local icons such as Richard 
Linklater and Robert Rodriguez; 
its proximity to a spectrum of 
shooting locations; and its laid-
back reputation.

Typically, crew members are 
independent contractors who are 
not employed by large, out-of-
town studios, and who work on 
a variety of projects as they arise. 
Opportunities to work on big cre-
ative projects help the area retain 
experienced crew members, who 
are then available to work on 
smaller projects, Barnhill said.

Austinite Suzanne Kennedy 
plans to shoot her first feature 
film, $1.5 million thriller “Escape 
From Black Gully Marsh,” in Aus-
tin and Houston this fall. Most of 

the crew members will be from 
Austin, even for scenes in East 
Texas bayous because Austin’s 
crew base is more diverse than 
Houston’s, she said.

“Houston doesn’t have the dif-
ferent levels of experienced crew 
like Austin does,” she said.
Fortunate location

Geographically, Austin is 
within driving distance from 
mountains, hills, desert, forest, 
plains, lakes, the ocean, down-
town, suburban neighborhoods 
and small towns. Having so many 
different settings in proximity is a 
filmmaker’s dream, and an advan-
tage exploited by productions in 
California over the decades. 

In addition to natural back-
drops, the city’s local businesses 
often serve as scenes for movies, 
including the Hole in the Wall bar 
on Guadalupe Street in an upcom-
ing documentary by Stovall about 
NASCAR fans, called “American 
Weekend.” In the spring, Stovall 
also plans to begin shooting fea-
ture film “Dreamer Park” in 
locations in and around Austin, 
including downtown.

Kitch pointed out that busi-
nesses are often compensated 
very well in exchange for shut-
ting down to shoot a film, plus 
they can gain notoriety if the film 
is successful.

50%
Cast and crew 
(local independent contractors)

General breakdown of film production expenses

Industry-specific  
equipment and items  
(cameras, props, wardrobe, etc.)

Local businesses 
(caterers, dry cleaners,  
grocery stores, paint stores, etc.)

30%

20%

Austin Studios
Operated by the nonprofit Austin Film Society, 
Austin Studios has attracted productions with 
budgets totaling more than $677 million since 
opening in the Mueller development in 2000.

“Friday the 13th” (2009)

“Grindhouse” (2007)

“Man of the House” (2005)

“Secondhand Lions” (2003)

“The Life of David Gale” (2003)

“The Rookie” (2002)

“Miss Congeniality” (2000)

Productions at  
Austin Studios include:

feature films

commercials

“miscellaneous,”  
including television  
shows, music videos  
and photo shoots

21

71

60

Even if a film or video is not 
shot in the actual city, filmmak-
ers will base their operations in 
Austin because it is the area’s 
urban center, and will hire resi-
dents to form crews.
“A lot friendlier”

“The reality we live in here in 
Austin is very different from L.A.,” 
Stovall said. “It’s a lot friendlier.”

That spirit of encouragement 
extends beyond kindred-spirited 
colleagues, to small businesses that 
help any way they can, to govern-
mental entities such as Hudgins’ 
state commission and city offi-
cials like Kitch, who acts a liaison 
between producers and the city. 
He assists on matters like street 
closures and aids smaller video 
shoots to be authorized without 

going through lengthy and expen-
sive permitting procedures.

Additionally, the Austin Film 
Society, which runs Austin Stu-
dios at the Mueller development, 
supports emerging filmmakers 
through the Texas Filmmakers’ 
Production Fund.

In 2009, the society gave 
$102,000 to 25 projects from 
emerging Texas filmmakers. The 
fund has given out more than 
$1 million to 272 films since start-
ing in 1996. A pair of previous 
award recipients will have feature 
films in the Dramatic Competi-
tion at the Sundance Film Fes-
tival in January, AFS Executive 
Director Rebecca Campbell said.

Sample projects:

Ti
ff
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y 
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un

g

The 100,000 sq. ft. Austin Studios is home to TV show “Friday Night Lights” and many other productions.

Get more out of your Gas company.

*Qualified customers within the Austin, Sunset Valley, Rollingwood, West Lake Hills, Kyle and Cedar Park 
city limits with existing gas furnaces can earn this incentive.

Texas Gas Service Conservation Program offers a variety of rebates to help you save money on 
your next bill and improve the energy efficiency of your home.

If you have a gas furnace, you can get up to $300 back* from Texas Gas Service for upgrading
the insulation in your attic and having the ductwork sealed.

This rebate is offered in conjunction with Austin Energy’s Home Performance
with EnERGy STAR® program.

Apply for your cash back today:
www.TexasGasService.com/Conservation
E-mail Conservation@TxGas.com or call (512) 370-8243

CONSERVATION PROGRAM

Source: Bob Hudgins, Texas Film Commision
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Community Profile  Texas Film Commission director Interview by Beth Wade

How did you get involved in film?
[Along with some friends, I] started a 

little theater company just north of Okla-
homa City. My interest in theater went 
toward the types of theater that weren’t 
very popular in Oklahoma. I actually 
had an experience where I knew when 
my time was limited in Oklahoma when 
I came back for the second half of a play 
and literally the entire audience had left.

I’m very happy to say the theater still 
exists and this has been 30 some odd years. 

I [attended a workshop and] met this 
guy who was at the Goodman School in 
Chicago. I had been to Chicago several 
times and [gone] to theater in Chicago, 
which has a vibrant theater scene. 

I did the math, and it seemed like the 
right time and this opportunity presented 
itself, so I moved [to Chicago]. Well, lo and 
behold, my roommate’s girlfriend’s brother 
worked in video production and he needed 
extra help doing a shoot. He hired me to do 
some production assistant work, and that 
turned into another job. As it turned out I 
never worked in theater in Chicago, ever.

I ended up falling in with the people 
who worked with [film director] John 
Hughes in the early days. My first real film 
with John Hughes was “Planes, Trains and 
Automobiles.”

Academically, I [took some prelaw 
classes]. I have been a photographer since 

I was a kid … and I have a love of archi-
tecture. The combination of those inter-
ests led me to location scouting. I became 
a location person and started scouting.
I fell into a couple of projects that actually 
turned out to be [successful]. “Field of 
Dreams” was really my personal big 
breakthrough film. 

What is your role as director of the 
Texas Film Commission?

My job takes on a lot of different 
phases. I kind of approach it that way. I 
was hired, primarily, to not just adminis-
ter the film commission, but also to work 
specifically on moving the legislative 
agenda forward for film. 

It was really essential that the [film] 
industry of Texas be able to speak with 
one voice. This was really essential for us 
to be effective in the legislative process 
because Texas is a huge state. There are 
all these different factions as it were, and 
in our industry there is more than people 
realize. We are called the film commis-
sion, but actually we have just as much 
interest in the video game industry, ani-
mation and commercial industry. 

So bringing all of those different 
regions and different industry segments 
together so that everybody started work-
ing together toward a common goal [is my 
job]. If we didn’t bring our community 

together, the legislature had no interest in 
doing something for us just because—we 
had to be able to tell our story. 

We have been fairly effective at being 
able to accomplish that goal. 

A total of five bills have been passed in 
my tenure, and we just got a $60 million 
appropriation for the program. 

On the day to day, we try to promote 
and foster these industries in Texas. 
Promoting and fostering the video game 
industry is very different from promoting 
and fostering the film business. They have 
different demands, different things, but 
there is overlap. 

What do the two pieces of legislation 
passed in the 2009 session do?

The sound stage development bill is so 
people will invest in building sound stages. 
It gives them an incentive. What it actually 
does is give them a sales tax exemption on 
the constructing and equipping of a facility.

The film incentive is per production. 
That is for whether you are producing a 
video game, a commercial or a film. When 
you make that one thing, our production-
based incentive goes for that. You get a 
percentage of what you spent in Texas 
back. The real focus and one of the things 
that I think is really key to our program 
that is different from most other states is 
that the only money you get back from the 

Bob Hudgins
Texas Film Commission director
Hired: December 2005
Background: Freelance location manager, 
deputy director of the Illinois Film Office
Managed locations for: “Field of Dreams,” 
“Planes, Trains and Automobiles,” “Michael” and 
“Groundhog Day” 
Education: Bachelor’s degree in government 
from East Central Oklahoma State University
Contact: 463-9200, film@governor.state.tx.us

State of Texas is money that you have paid 
to a Texas resident or to a Texas company. 

We don’t want to just give the farm 
away to get movies here. The fact is we 
don’t have to. Movies have been shot in 
Texas for decades and there is a lot of 
strength in coming here.  

Increase motivation
Reduce hunger

Improve bodyimage

Hypnotherapy can help 
you reach your goals!

weight loss
smoking cessation

anxiety
sports performance

academic achievement

lighten your load!lllllliiiiiiiggggghhhhhhhhhhttttttteeeennnn yyyooouuurrrr llllllllooooaaaadddddd!!

Visit our website for information 
on all our services

www.austintherapy.net  377-2500

Weighed down fro
mWeWW

i fro
mWeWW

ighed dowwoo n fro  the holidays?

Jumpstart your New Years resolutions!

W

e can help

Revolution Motors
AUSTIN’S PREMIER
EUROPEAN AUTO 
REPAIR SPECIALIST
FOR 30 YEARS

        Radiator/coolant flush & top off 
        all fluids $45 + coolant (reg $120)

15% OFF heater/coolant system service

Battery/Charging system test - Cold Temps will zap’em!

   $25 (reg $50) Free with battery/charging system service

FREE check engine light scan with any repair (reg $85)

10% OFF services for new customers
      Not to be used with other offers

Heating/coolant system: Pressure & leak test
$45 (reg $90) Free with heater/coolant system service

453.5050
809  CAP I TOL  COURT    .    REVOLUT IONMOTORS .COM

FREE Visual Brake Inspection 
   15% OFF brake service labor

MENTION THIS AD FOR THESE

WINTERIZE SPECIALS expires 
3/31/10

CAR FLU?
Colder weather can zap your 
car’s battery/Charging system & 
wreak havoc on your heater & 
engine’s coolant systems- if not 
properly maintained. Don’t get 
left out in the cold! Our factory 
trained technicians will help get 
YOU and your car Going!!

Mercedes 
VW 
Audi
Saab 
BMW 
Mini
Volvo
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Vote 2010    Money, politics and voting

By Patrick Brendel
Going into the March primaries, 

political advertisements will fill television, 
radio and mailboxes, paid for with dona-
tions from individuals and organizations.

Top-ballot campaigns for governor and 
U.S. Senate will dominate fundraising and 
the media, while candidates for local offices 
and judgeships will struggle to make them-
selves known, especially non-incumbents.

With little to no knowledge of the people 
on the bottom of the ballot, primary voters 
are often left to choose on the merits of 
someone’s name, without the option to vote 
a straight partisan ticket. Many do not cast 
votes for lesser-known offices, even if those 
positions are more likely to have direct 
consequences on voters’ everyday lives.

“I never understood why people would 
come to vote for the top offices and then 
drop off before voting on the positions 
closest to them,” Travis County Clerk 
Dana DeBeauvoir said.

In March 2008, the intense battle 
between presidential hopefuls Hillary 
Clinton and Barack Obama drew 185,838 
votes from Travis County Democrats. 
On the same ballot, the tight four-way 
contest for district attorney drew nearly 
25 percent fewer votes (140,468), without 
popular retiring incumbent Ronnie Earle 
in the running. That is also 10 percent 
fewer votes than were cast for county tax 
assessor-collector, a race won easily by 
longtime officeholder Nelda Wells Spears.

 “Citizens’ recognition of people down 
ballot is notoriously bad,” University of 
Texas government professor Brian Roberts 
said, explaining that 29 percent of respon-
dents to a national “Money and Politics” 
poll could not correctly identify the cur-
rent U.S. vice president as Joe Biden.

In the same poll, conducted by Roberts 
and professor Daron Shaw and released 
in mid-November, 51 percent did not 
identify the current U.S. house speaker as 
Nancy Pelosi.

“You can imagine how much that num-
ber drops as you go down ballot,” he said.

However, despite (or maybe because of) 
their relative anonymity, local and state 

officeholders are perceived as less corrupt 
than their national counterparts. Accord-
ing to Roberts’ poll, 67 percent of respon-
dents said corruption is most widespread 
in national government, compared to  
12 percent for state and 6 percent for local.

Also, while 67 percent of respondents 
say the average U.S. congressman has a 
“poor” or “not so good” level of ethics and 
honesty, only 36 percent said that about 
their own U.S. senator, and 33 percent 
about their own U.S. representative.

Those results are consistent with all 
national polls, Roberts said.

“In part, it’s a reflection of respondents’ 
lack of knowledge. It’s also a national 
reflection of human nature,” he said. “As 
a voter, you feel accountable for your own 
roster of politicians and somewhat cul-
pable in sustaining a more corrupt group 
than your neighbors’. That’s something 
you wouldn’t want to own up to, right?”

A League of Women Voters  study has 
given the best explanation to DeBeauvoir as 
to why people are less likely to vote for local 
offices. Basically, the more connections 
a person has with the community (using 
factors like property ownership, children in 

public school, civic group membership), the 
more likely that individual is to know their 
local officials and to vote for them.

“Their analysis was a simple explanation 
of a very complex set of factors,” she said.

Further removed from the public, top-
level state and federal candidates rely on 
news stories and advertising to get voters’ 
attention. Bigger campaigns attract more 
news media attention and can afford to 
buy more advertising than typical local 
candidates. On the other hand, successful  
fundraising can expose candidates to 
suspicions of corruption, as the identities 
of donors are reported by the media.

According to Roberts’ survey, a relatively 
small donation ($50,000) from a contro-
versial donor affects voters’ opinions of a 
candidate just as much as a large donation 
($20 million) from the same donor.

“People are much more attuned to 
sources of money rather than amounts of 
money,” he said.

Gov. Rick Perry
Lieutenant Governor, 1999-2000
Texas Agriculture Commissioner, 1991-1999
State Representative, 1985-1991

U.S. Sen. John Cornyn
Texas Attorney General, 1999-2002
Texas Supreme Court, 1991-1997 
Texas District Judge, 1985-1991 

U.S. Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison
Texas State Treasurer, 1991-1993
State Representative, 1972-1976

U.S. Rep. John Carter
Texas District Judge, 1981-2001

U.S. Rep. Lloyd Doggett
Texas Supreme Court, 1989-1994
State Senator, 1973-1985

U.S. Rep. Lamar Smith
Bexar County Commissioner, 1983-1985
State Representative, 1981-1982

State Sen. Kirk Watson
Mayor of Austin, 1997-2001

State Rep. Donna Howard
Eanes ISD board member, 1996-1999

State Rep. Diana Maldonado
Round Rock ISD board member, 2003-2008

Moving up the ballot
Just like employees work their way up the 
company ladder, politicians often begin their 
public careers in local positions and later run 
for higher offices. Here are some examples.

Feb. 1	•	Last	day	to	register	to	vote
Feb. 16-26	•	Early	voting	period
March 2	•	Primary	Election	Day

Important primary election dates

2008 primary voter patterns
Many primary voters do not cast ballots for lower level offices, although people generally give a 
more favorable opinion of their local representatives than statewide or national officials. 

Source: Texas Secretary of State

Travis County Williamson County
Democratic Primary Democratic Primary
President/VP 

U.S. Senator

Railroad Commissioner

Supreme Court Chief Justice

U.S. Representative

State Representative

District Attorney

Third Court of Appeals

President/VP 

U.S. Senator

Railroad Commissioner

Supreme Court Chief Justice

U.S. Representative

State Representative

District Attorney (no candidate)

Third Court of Appeals

185,838 votes cast

139,701

121,312

117,151

121,835

133,210

140,467

117,418

49,490 votes cast

37,478

33,513

31,973

31,899

32,961

N/A

31,594

Republican Primary Republican Primary
President/VP

U.S. Senator

Railroad Commissioner

Supreme Court Chief Justice

U.S. Representative

State Representative

District Attorney (no candidate)

Third Court of Appeals

President/VP

U.S. Senator

Railroad Commissioner

Supreme Court Chief Justice

U.S. Representative

State Representative

District Attorney

Third Court of Appeals (no candidate)

40,381 votes cast

35,732

29,325

29,027

30,402

25,684

N/A

28,545

28,916 votes cast

26,356 

21,989

21,517

24,113

23,845

21,552

N/A
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Community Corridor    West Lynn Street: ninth to 13th streets

N

West Lynn Street resembles a small 
town with pedestrians walking 
to restaurants, businesses and 
even a local grocery. The street 
marks the division between the 
Old West Austin and Clarksville 
neighborhoods.

Old West Austin is bounded by 
MoPac Expressway on the west, 
Enfield Road on the north, Lamar 
Boulevard on the east and Lady Bird 
Lake on the south.

The Clarksville district is bounded 
by West Lynn on the east, MoPac, 
10th Street on the south and 
Waterston Avenue on the north.

Education
1 Mathews Elementary School was 

built in 1915 and has the most diverse 
student body of any elementary school 
in Austin ISD. The school’s approximately 
400 students, from pre-K to sixth grade, 
represent more than 40 countries and 20 
languages. More than half of Mathews’ 
students come from economically 
disadvantaged homes, and 10 percent 
are classified as homeless. The school is 
part of the National Register of Historic 
Places and a designated Austin 
landmark. It achieved a “recognized” 
rating in 2008 for students’ scores on the 
TAKS test.
906 W. Lynn St.
414-4406

Local Business
2 Anthony’s Laundry & Dry Cleaners 

has been in business since 1952, but 
present owner Charlotte Looney 
celebrated 37 years there last summer. 
One of her customers gave her a sign 
that hangs year-round in front of the 
cleaners. It currently reads: “Congrats!!! 
Charlotte 37 great years @ Anthony’s.” 
The sign is updated every anniversary by 
the same customer.
1113 W. Lynn St.
472-1616
www.anthonyscleaners.com

3 Bond Television & Electronics has 
been providing Austin home 
entertainment and electronics for 50 
years and offers full-service consultation, 
design and installation.
1010 W. Lynn St.
476-3551
www.bondstv.com

4 el Interior, which celebrated 30 
years in business last November, is filled 
with handmade folk art such as clothing, 
decorative pieces and wood carvings. 
Owner Marcia Lucas said she has a love 
of Mexico and its people. She buys 
directly from folk artists in Mexico and 
Guatemala.
1009 W. Lynn St.
474-8680
www.elinterior.com                            

5 Fresh Plus Clarksville Grocery has 
been family owned and operated since 
1920. Current owner Paul Brskens 
bought the grocery store three years 
ago. Store manager Dennis Libby said 
the store, also named Kash-Karry, has an 
extensive beer and wine selection and 
meat market. Fresh Plus also has a 
location on 43rd and Duval streets.
1221 W. Lynn St.
477-5574

6 Nau’s Enfield Drug Store features 
Austin’s only full-service drug store soda 
fountain and grill. Read more about 
Nau’s in a business profile from August 
2009: more.impactnews.com/5272
1115 W. Lynn St.
476-1221
www.naus-enfield-drug.com

7 Restoration Chiropractic is owned 
by Dr. Robert Schmidt, who teaches 
around the U.S. and works with 
companies to treat and address repetitive 
stress issues. He specializes in athletic 
injuries. The office is open by appointment 
only and accepts most insurance.
1015 W. Lynn St.
850-6979

8 Salon Muse is celebrating its fourth 
year in business in February and provides 
custom designed hair and skin care. 
Former Clarksville resident and owner 
Jon Davis said he is attracted to the 

Sweet Home Missionary Baptist Church
1725 W. 11th St. in Clarksville
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Antenna tower

St. Luke United Methodist Church

History
The Old West Austin neighborhood 

exemplifies the diverse people who built 
the city. An integral component of the 
neighborhood, Clarksville, is recognized 
as a National Register Historic District. 

Besides being one of the oldest 
neighborhoods in Austin, Clarksville is 
considered the first black “freedomtown” 
west of the Mississippi River.

Its origins date back to 1865, when 
then Gov. Elisha M. Pease (for whom the 
nearby Pease Mansion and Pease Park 
are named) granted several of his slaves 
a portion of land in west Austin for “good 
and faithful service.”

Residents trace the naming of the 
settlement back to 1871, when a freed 
slave named Charles Clark purchased 
two acres of land in hopes of starting a 

community for freed slaves.
The Sweet Home Missionary Baptist 

Church is a historic landmark in Clarksville, 
located two blocks west of West Lynn.

Sources: www.historicclarksville.org and 
www.owana.org
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energy and pulse of the area.
1013 W. Lynn St.
474-5545
www.salonmuse.com

9 Sledd Landscape Nursery has been 
specializing in organic solutions with 
high-quality plants, including roses, 
azaleas and trees since 1978. This garden 
center makes its own compost and has 
installation services available.
1211 W. Lynn St.
478-9977
www.sleddnursery.com

10 T. Kennedy moved December 31 to 
904 W. 12th St. It is now open at the 
intersection of 12th Street and Lamar 
Boulevard. The owner hopes her 
customers will visit her new location as 
she continues to provide the same 
quality clothing and accessories.
904 W. 12th St., Ste. B
478-0545

11 West Lynn Corner Store is in a 
location that has been occupied by a 
convenience store for years. The current 
owners bought the business from Quix 
in March of last year. Under new local 
ownership, the store offers additional 
imported beer and wine selections. The 
store also features Indian condiments 
and Samosha.
1001 W. Lynn St.
992-1408

Restaurants
12 Caffé Medici, an espresso and coffee 
house, has served coffee drinks for more 
than three years and is the first store for 
owner Michael Vaclav. A second location 
opened summer of 2008 on the Drag in 
the old Metro Espresso Bar location.
1101 W. Lynn St.
609-9899
www.caffemedici.com

13 Cipollina West Austin Bistro 
Cipollina West Austin Bistro, in business 
10 years, has converted from a deli 
counter to a full-service bistro over the 
past three years. Executive Chef Parker 
White said he has spent the past few 
years building relationships with local 
farmers getting eggs, vegetables, meats 
and poultry from Texas farms. This forces 
him to cook more seasonally, using 
fresher ingredients.
1213 W. Lynn St.
477-5211
www.cipollina-austin.com

14 Galaxy Café has been serving up 
customer favorites, such as fish wraps 
and sweet potato fries, for more than 
three years. It is the second of three 
locations for local owners, with the 
newest location in The Triangle. Brunch is 
served on weekends from 7 a.m. to 4 p.m.
1000 W. Lynn St.
478-3434
www.galaxycafeaustin.com

15 Jeffrey’s Restaurant was founded in 
1975 and offers its patrons an upscale 
dining experience. Since opening, 
Jeffrey’s gourmet cuisine and wine has 
initiated a citywide fine dining 
revolution. Its seasonally driven menu 
provides specials that change nightly.
1204 W. Lynn St.
477-5584
www.jeffreysofaustin.com
  
16 Zocalo Taqueria Fresca Cafe, “little 
sister” to Galaxy Café, puts a modern 
twist on the usual taqueria serving 
interior Mexican food with a healthier 
menu that includes soup and salad 
options. Daily specials include stuffed 
avocados for $6.95 on Mondays and 
$2 frozen drinks on Wednesdays.
1110 W. Lynn St.
472-8226
www.zocalocafe.com

Mathews Elementary School1

el Interior4

Fresh Plus Clarksville Grocery5

Zocalo Taqueria Fresca Cafe16

Compiled by Traci rodriguez

Simonton Winner of the JD Power Award 2 Years in a Row

We are a James Hardie VIP preferred remodeler.
Allied Siding & Windows is now an Austin Energy Power 

Saver ProgramTM participating company, helping customers 
assess and treat their homes for improved energy effi ciency, 

comfort and value.

James Hardie
  Hardiplank
Roofs
Windows

LIMITED TIME OFFER

15% OFF AND

$500 BEST BUY
 GIFT CARD
Valid on new business contracted 
from 1/8/10 to 2/11/10. Minimum 
requirements. Cannot be combined 
with any other offer.

100% Financing Available

12 months No Interest Financing
Free Estimates

               Texas’ Largest
Remodeler and Now 
Texas’ Only ColorPlus® 
Technology Partner

512-6-Siding  |  www.AlliedSidingAndWindows.com
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one church two locations

New Service Times
georgetown

Sundays

9 am, 10:30 am, 12 pm,

1:30 pm (en español), and 6 pm

1202 Rabbit Hill Rd. (CR 116)

Georgetown, TX

(1 mile north of Round Rock Premium Outlets exit 

(1 mile north of Round Rock Premium Outlets exit 

259. 1/2 mile east on Westinghouse Road.) 

cedar park

Sundays

10:30 am

2121 Cypress Creek

Cedar Park, TX

(In the Summit Christian Academy 

(In the Summit Christian Academy 

across from Cedar Park High School)

John Maxwell

Leadership Training Conference

“Finding Success in Today’s Economy”

January 29
9 am – 12 pm

Registration – $49

(20% Discount Promo Code: Maxwell09)

(20% Discount Promo Code: Maxwell09)

Register online:

CelebrationChurchTX.com

New York Times

Best Selling Author

CelebrationChurchTX.com

HOME EQUITY LOANS

4.79%* 5.09%* 5.59%*

PLUS NO CLOSING COSTS**

10 YEAR
FIXED RATE

15 YEAR
FIXED RATE

20 YEAR
FIXED RATE

COMM. REAL ESTATE LOANS

5.65%*** 5.85%*** 6.10%***

20 YR. AMORTIZATION/ NO PRE-PAYMENT PENALTY

5 YEAR
FIXED RATE

10 YEAR
FIXED RATE

15 YEAR
FIXED RATE

AUTO LOANS

3.59%* 3.69%* 3.89%*

NEW, USED OR REFINANCE

60 MONTHS 66 MONTHS 72 MONTHS

MONEY MARKET ACCOUNTS

1.26%**** 1.36%**** 1.51%****

MINIMUM DAILY BALANCE OF $2000 IS REQUIRED

$25,000 TO
$74,999

$75,000 TO
$124,999

$125,000 AND
ABOVE

CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT1

1.61%**** 1.86%**** 2.17%****

REGULAR 1MINIMUM DEPOSIT OF $1000 REQUIRED
6 MONTHS 12 MONTHS 24 MONTHS

CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT2

1.71%**** 1.96%**** 2.27%****

JUMBO 2MINIMUM DEPOSIT OF $95000 REQUIRED
6 MONTHS 12 MONTHS 24 MONTHS

*ANNUAL PERCENTAGE RATE. ALL RATES ARE EXPRESSED “AS LOW AS”. ACTUAL RATE MAY VARY DEPENDING ON CREDIT QUALIFICATIONS. **AUSTIN TELCO WILL PAY ALL STANDARD CLOSING COSTS ON HOME EQUITY 
LOANS BELOW $100k. ADDITIONAL NON-STANDARD FEES WILL BE THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE MEMBER. ***RATE APPLIES TO 1ST LIEN COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE LOANS WITH A LOAN TO VALUE OF 80% OR LESS; 
CONSTRUCTION/DEVELOPMENT LOAN RATES/TERMS MAY BE DIFFERENT. NO PRE-PAYMENT PENALTY. ****ANNUAL PERCENTAGE YIELD. PENALTIES FOR EARLY WITHDRAWAL MAY APPLY. ALL APR’S, APY’S AND TERMS ARE 
SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE. PLEASE CALL FOR DETAILS. THIS CREDIT UNION IS FEDERALLY INSURED TO AT LEAST $250,000 PER MEMBER BY THE NATIONAL CREDIT UNION ADMINISTRATION.

302.5555
www.atfcu.org

SAME NAME
SINCE 1941

FREE CHECKINg 250+ FREE ATMs

NEW, LOWER 
LOAN RATES!

15 
METRO 

LOCATIONS

You caN JoIN
MEMBERSHIP IS OPEN TO ANYONE IN 
THE 5 COUNTY AUSTIN METRO AREA
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Neighborhood Dining    The Pit Barbeque

Owner Roma Duff and her husband took over The Pit Barbeque 
in 1977. “It’s been in the family ever since my uncle opened it 
up in 1969, and it’s never been out of the family,” she said.

By eric Pulsifer
Across the street from a wine bar, salon 

and yoga studio on Burnet Road is a 
barbecue joint that looks like an old house 
and feels like home.

The welcoming vibe at The Pit Barbeque 
comes from an old-school Austin atmo-
sphere and a feeling of nostalgia. Walking 
through the front door is like stepping 
into a portal to a decade in the past—save 
for a modest-size HDTV playing cable 
news in the corner of the dining room—
The Pit looks and feels like a slice of 
’60s-era Texas. Despite all of the changes 
Central Texas has seen over the past 40 
years, The Pit remains unchanged.

“That’s what people like about it,” 
owner Roma Duff said. “We’ll have people 
that haven’t been here for 15 or 20 years 
come back to visit and say, ‘Everything 
looks the same.’ And it does basically.”

Minor improvements have been 
made—a wheelchair ramp was installed 
and the ceiling was redone a few years 
back—but The Pit has changed little since 
it was first opened by Duff’s uncle in 1969. 

The family opened several other loca-
tions around Austin—in its heyday, there 
were about 12—but The Pit on Burnet 
Road, called Pit #7, and Duff’s cousin’s 
store in Georgetown are the only two 
remaining. 

Duff and her husband took over Pit #7 
in 1977. Their son Jeff is the manager and 
will hopefully carry the torch for another 
generation.

 “We have such loyal customers, even 
over generations. We’ve got people that 
have been coming since we first opened, 
and now their kids are coming and their 
kids are coming,” Duff said. “Texans like 
their barbecue.”

Outside, the smoky scent of slow-
cooked meat seeps from the kitchen 
into the parking lot and creates a 

mouthwatering aroma that encircles the 
building, luring in soon-to-be satisfied 
diners with a noseful of flavorful smells. 
Inside, the small dining room is usually 
bustling, particularly during the lunch-
time rush. 

Despite the crowd, the line moves 
quickly, and the folks behind the counter 
are as friendly and as old-fashioned as the 
interior, calling diners “hon” and pil-
ing meat and sides onto plates as fast as 
patrons can order them.

The menu is short and simple, with all 
the essentials one would expect from a 
barbecue restaurant and very reasonably 
priced. Two hungry visitors can get plenty 
of food for less than $20. Plates come with 
meat, two sides and bread, and range in 
price from $5.50 to $11.20. Specials are 
available daily.

For sides, the potato salad and beans 
are standard, but the coleslaw is especially 
sweet and pairs perfectly with the brisket 
or a juicy sausage link. 

Rib lovers can dive in and get their 
hands dirty—the pork ribs may be the 
most delicious of all the carnivorous 
offerings at The Pit. The sauceless ribs are 
Fred Flintstone-size, cooked just right 
and have the perfect ratio of fat to meat to 
ensure that each bite melts in the mouth 
like butter.

For dessert, one cannot go wrong with 
either meal-ending option at The Pit. The 
peach cobbler and the banana pudding 
($1.10 each) are both phenomenal and, 
like the sides and barbecue sauce, are 
homemade.

There is no shortage of barbecue 
choices in Austin, but The Pit has most 
beat with an authentic atmosphere that 
cannot be replicated or faked. It is a bit of 
old-timey Texas charm that will hopefully 
remain a part of the Austin food scene for 
decades to come.
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The Pit Barbeque
4707 Burnet Road
453-6464
www.thepitbarbeque.com
11 a.m.-8 p.m. Mon.-Sat.

W. 45th St.

Wildcat Run

W. 47th St.
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Ribs and beef plate ($7.85) 

Customer Service

No Appointment 
Ever Needed

Minutes from 
Downtown Austin

Urgent Care 
•

Occupational Medicine 
•

Sports Medicine
•

Travel Medicine

Convenient, 
quality care
Convenient, 
quality care

Serving South Central Texas Since 1982

(512)291-5577 • www.texasmedclinic.com

• Most Insurance Plans Accepted

• Physicians on  Duty at All Times

• Prompt and Professional Care

• Digital X-Ray, EKG & Lab

• Colds, Flu & Allergies

• Travel Consultations

OPEN 7 days a week, 8am-11pm

9900 S IH 35 | Austin, TX 78748
Located in the Southpark Meadows Shopping Center
at IH 35 & Slaughter Lane

• Sprains, Strains & Minor Fractures

• Joint Dislocations

• Lacerations, Cuts & Minor Burns

• Eye Injuries

• Immunizations & Sports Physicals

• Animal & Insect Bites

2108 W. Anderson Lane   Austin, Texas 78757   (512) 452-5055     www.sofaandchaircompany.com

Always something new where the designer is you.

WITH SOFA, SECTIONAL 
OR SLEEPER PURCHASE 
IN SAME GRADE

FREE CHAIRFREE CHAIR

Featuring designs by 
Candace Olsen, host of 
HGTV’s Divine Design.

OMNI TEDDY CHAIR
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LEED

AT&T Executive Education 
and Conference Center 

Limestone and brick purchased locally•	

Indoor air quality controlled for low •	
emission of odors from building 
materials and furnishings

More than 75 percent of construction •	
waste recycled

Compact fluorescent lighting•	

Recycled materials incorporated into wall •	
panels, ceiling tiles and other treatments

Courtyard has native plants from Texas’ •	
five ecological regions, uses drip irrigation

Organic and local foods in dining areas•	

Other Gold buildings:
Austin City Hall; Dell Pediatric Research 
Institute; Gus Garcia Recreation Center; 
Mueller Visitor Center; Office Depot on 
Anderson Lane

Austin Resource Center for 
the Homeless (ARCH) 

Easy access to several bus lines•	

Carpool parking, bicycle storage spaces •	
and electric car fueling station

13,000-gallon rainwater collection system•	

Passive-solar hot-water system for •	
showers; solar power array for electricity

More than 90 percent of work spaces •	
have natural light and views.

Materials with low emissions of volatile •	
organic compounds

Other Silver buildings:
Combined Transportation, Emergency 
and Communications Center; EcoShoppe 
(Research); Green Mountain Energy 
offices; Mueller Neighborhood; Southwest 
Educational Development Laboratory; 
Starbucks Coffee (Mueller); University of 
Texas Biomedical Engineering Building

Whole Foods Market 
Fireclay tile made from 50 percent post-•	
consumer or post-industrial waste, such 
as brown and green glass bottles

Forest Stewardship Council Wood used •	
for cabinetry and millwork

Regional materials, such as concrete, steel, •	
window shades, limestone and lamination

Located in an alternate transportation •	
area near multiple bus lines

Computerized temperature and humidity •	
levels maintain indoor air quality.

Walls faced with recycled gypsum board•	

100 percent of electricity used by store •	
offset by wind power credits 

Other Certified buildings:
Baker Botts LLP offices; Carver Branch 
Public Library; Carver Museum and 
Cultural Center; Legacy on the Lake 
Apartments; UT Research Office Complex 

scale, according to LEED point categories 
that are weighed differently based on the 
type of structure.
Forerunners to LEED

Started by the Austin City Council in 
1985 (and first called the Energy Star Pro-
gram), the Green Building Program became 
part of Austin Energy in 1998, was a char-
ter member of the USGBC and hosted the 
national organization’s first conference. It 
pioneered the first comprehensive rating 
system in the country, taking into account 
factors such as climate, building and energy 
efficiency, water and materials, durability, 
health and safety for commercial, multi-
family and residential properties. Rather 
than assigning a numerical value, the pro-
gram scored buildings on a five-star scale. 

Rating its first home two years before 
the USGBC became a nonprofit, the Aus-
tin program served as an early model for 
the national LEED certification system.

“Our staff participated in the develop-
ment of LEED,” said Richard Morgan, 
manager of Austin Energy’s Green Build-
ing and Sustainability program.
Local chapter

The USGBC of Central Texas-Balcones 
Region was founded in 2003 and includes 
700 building and associated industry pro-
fessionals from Austin, San Antonio and 
57 counties. The region is on par with oth-
ers throughout the country, in terms of the 
prevalence of LEED building, chapter co-
vice chair Effie Brunson said.

“We are above average, but not quite in 
the top 10,” she said.

While Austinites are likely more aware of 
green building issues than people in other 
regions, consumer demand here is not as 
strong due to the lack of constraints on 
development elsewhere, such as being bound 
by water or high living costs, she said.

A proliferation of LEED consultants in 
Austin during the last nine years has encour-
aged Green Living LLC, a multinational 
LEED management company based in Aus-
tin, to broaden its focus beyond the region.

CEO Elizabeth Gharib said, “Because of 
the green building program, there are a lot 
of LEED consultants here already.” 

LEED vs. Green Building
In April 2009, the USGBC tightened 

LEED certification standards by reweighing 
point values and upgrading LEED Accred-
ited Professional education, a revamping 
that developed because of eroding credibil-
ity, Brunson said. 

“The new rules were needed to maintain 
a high standard,” she said. 

The new requirements, resulting from the 
biggest changes the national program has 
implemented yet, will also measure energy 
savings associated with LEED construction.

“They are just now starting to go back 
and see how much has been saved in the last 
five years—that’s a huge deal,” she said.

Mary McLeod, coordinator of Austin 

Energy’s single-family department, said 
nearly all of her clients work exclusively for 
Green Building designation, rather than 
trying to obtain LEED certification. With 
no drastic differences between the rating 
systems, she said, Green Building certifica-
tion is free for those within Austin Ener-
gy’s service area, whereas LEED sometimes 
involves hefty expenses, including the cost 
to review and fill out paperwork. 

“Depending on the type and complexity 
of the building, there could be a lot of money 
associated with LEED certification,” she 
said. “As a city utility we think it’s impor-
tant to provide ratings at no or low cost.”

The registration fee for a LEED project 
is $900 for USGBC members and $1,200 

for nonmembers. (LEED registration fees 
doubled starting Jan. 11.) Certification 
fees vary by project size, but the average 
cost is $2,000.
Austin builds green

City council mandated in 2000 that all 
municipal buildings be LEED Silver certi-
fied. Among the rated buildings are City 
Hall, Gus Garcia Recreation Center and 
Austin Resource Center for the Homeless.

Current projects include the new Central 
Library, slated for completion in 2013,  and 
renovations to the Austin Convention Cen-
ter, expected to be complete in two to three 
years. Both aim for Gold certification.

Silver CertifiedGold

Austin’s LEED-certified buildings
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Residential Real Estate neighborhoods at a Glance
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Cat Mountain Villas - 78731

Featured homes

1 6208 Mountain Villa Drive
4 Br/3 Ba | 3,685 sq. ft.
Agent: Katherine Brooks, Keller Williams Realty 

$575,000
448-4111

3 4603 Twin Valley Circle
4 Br/2.5 Ba | 2,284 sq. ft.
Agent: Richard Schley, Coldwell Banker United 

$399,500
983-0021

2 4504 Knap Hollow
4 Br/2.5 Ba | 3,075 sq. ft.
Agent: Wayne Gibson, Keller Williams Realty

$439,900
448-4111

4 5907 N. West Place
3 Br/2.5 Ba | 1,733 sq. ft.
Agent: Joel Hueske, Patton & Associates

$399,000
219-0678

Near RM 2222 and Mesa Drive, this subdivision 
is governed by the Cat Mountain Homeowners 
Association, established in 1987. The area 
comprises 355 lots and 26 acres in wooded hills.
Schools

Highland Park Elementary School•	
Lamar Middle School•	
McCallum High School•	
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Shadow Lawn - 78751 

Featured homes

1 3803 Avenue F
5 Br/3 Ba | 3,326 sq. ft.
Agent: Sandra Conlan, Conlan And Company

$698,500
458-2829

3 3811 Avenue F
3 Br/2 Ba | 1,895 sq. ft.
Agent: Linda Doughty, Choban & Associates

$445,000
476-5394

2 3808 Avenue H
3 Br/2 Ba | 1,605 sq. ft.
Agent: Cheryl Crawford, Crawford Realty

$488,000
785-1095

4 3819 Avenue F
3 Br/1 Ba | 1,422 sq. ft.
Agent: Allison Olson, Diane Dopson Properties

$399,000
472-3044

Platted in 1922 from property around the 
home of Monroe Shipe, creator of the Hyde 
Park neighborhood, the subdivision joined the 
National Register of Historic Places in 1990. 
 Schools

Lee Elementary School•	
Kealing Middle School•	
McCallum High School•	

Austin’s Best Contractors Network
Finding trusted, local contractors is as easy as ABC!
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The Service Providers we’ve 
selected to join our Team are all 
“A” rated, accredited businesses.

Go to our website for all your home 
improvement needs and choose with 

confi dence from established 
contractors Austin trusts.

Need help 
fi nding a

reliable local
contractor you 

can trust?

A
Visit website

B
Choose 
services

C
Relax.

A trusted
contractor

will call you.

MyABCNetwork.com    (512) 687-4747

Less than $149,999
$150,000-$199,999
$200,000-$299,999
$300,000-$399,999
$400,000-$499,999
$500,000-$599,999
$600,000-$799,999
$800,000-$999,999
$1 million + 

7/82
5/55

42/124
30/103
17/178
15/150
14/225
6/256

14/308

5/65
12/98

21/171
22/147
25/139
25/110
31/188
24/142
40/136

26/72
32/132
54/108
51/157
29/123
23/182
16/34
5/120

13/191

15/70
8/60

13/133
14/120
18/107
12/119
18/111
6/128

16/138

6/80
10/139
19/78

18/139
10/110
6/103
2/64

-
1/54

3/40
5/178
9/109
11/94
3/62

3/210
5/183

-
-

27/122
10/124
45/93
19/92
3/123

-
-
-
-

Price range Number of homes for sale/ Avg. days on market

Dec. 2009
Dec. 2008

Dec. 2009
Dec. 2008

Month  

 5/$322,500 28/$452,500 24/$331,250 24/$387,500  
 4/$252,500 17/$575,000 32/$339,000 16/$288,500

 10/$207,850 4/$344,750 22/$279,950 
 7/$254,500 9/$320,000 20/$226,000

On the market*  (December 1-31) Monthly home sales*  (December 1-31)

*Market data include condominiums, townhomes and houses.

78701 7870178704 7870478703 7870378731 7873178751 78756 78757
Number sold/Median price

Market Data provided by the austin Board of realtors
Residential Real Estate Market Data

Month  
78751 78756 78757

Number sold/Median price

Consult with your Austin REALTOR® to learn  
 more or visit www.AustinHomeSearch.com.

BROUGHT TO YOU BY THE 
AUSTIN BOARD OF REALTORS®

There aren’t many investments that have held their value like 
Central Texas real estate. In fact, the average Central Texas home 
purchased just six years ago has appreciated 20 percent. With 
plenty of homes available and interest rates at 40-year lows, 
now may just be the best time for you to move up. Why not learn 
how you could build wealth through Austin real estate today?

Get the facts from your REALTOR® today.

Central Texas Real Estate 
is Different.  
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The residential real estate listings were added to the market between 12/1/09 and 12/31/09 and were provided by the Austin Board of Realtors, www.abor.com. Although every effort has been made to ensure the timeliness and accuracy of this listing, 
Community Impact Newspaper assumes no liability for errors or omissions. Contact the property’s agent or seller for the most current information.

For additional residential real estate listings, visit more.impactnews.com/6596

908 Johanna St., Austin $499,000

6004 Cary Drive, Austin $349,000

Residential Real Estate Property Listings
ZIP code guide
78701 Downtown
78703 West Austin
78704 South/Central
78731 Northwest/Central
78751 Hyde Park
78756 Brentwood
78757 Burnet Road/Anderson Lane

Central Austin
ZIP code City Subdivision address Bed/Bath Price  Sq. Ft. agent agency Phone

78701 Austin 360 Condo 360 Nueces St. 2br/2ba  $425,000   998  Jeff Gifford Keller Williams Realty 775-1797
78703 Austin Brykerwoods 3305 Oakmont Blvd. 3br/4ba  $949,900   2,781  Simon Magnus Coldwell Banker United Realtor 844-7999
78703 Austin Brykerwoods 3307 Oakmont Blvd. 3br/3ba  $799,000   2,700  Simon Magnus Coldwell Banker United Realtor 844-7999
78703 Austin Enfield 1713 Enfield Road 1br/1ba  $139,400   756  Perry Henderson Prudential Texas Realty 791-7462
78703 Austin Maas 1712 10th St. 2br/1ba  $549,000   1,492  Clayton Bullock Moreland Properties 480-0848
78703 Austin Tarry Town 2417 Winsted Lane 4br/2ba  $589,000   2,404  Elizabeth Adams Moreland Properties 480-0848
78703 Austin Tarry Town Place 2305 Horn Lane 2br/1ba  $400,000   1,100  Simon Magnus Coldwell Banker United Realtor 844-7999
78703 Austin Villa West Condo 1501 W. Sixth St. 2br/2ba  $369,900   1,394  Jessica Licona Keller Williams Realty 637-8434
78704 Austin Bouldin James 908 Johanna St. 3br/2ba  $499,000   2,400  Clara Spriggs-Adams Keller Williams Realty 589-5376
78704 Austin Bouldin South 715 Live Oak St. 2br/2ba  $475,000   1,671  Margot Campbell J.B. Goodwin, Realtors 608-3176
78704 Austin Element Studios 2523 Durwood St. 0br/1ba  $89,900   420  Katherine Brooks Keller Williams Realty 439-0411
78704 Austin Ivy On Kinney Condo 1115 Kinney Ave. 2br/2ba  $327,000   1,604  Jeff Hayenga Keller Williams Realty 695-6190
78704 Austin Loft Condo 3018 S. First St. 2br/1ba  $77,900   761  Michelle Sheehan Gaston & Sheehan Realty 251-4950
78705 Austin Guadalupe 31 Condo 3016 Guadalupe St. 1br/1ba  $229,900   750  Ken Bartlett Keller Williams Realty 418-1435
78705 Austin Westplace Condo 2706 Salado St. 2br/2ba  $160,000   734  Michele Blood Coldwell Banker United Realtor 924-5511
78731 Austin Imperial Condo 6501 Hill Drive 0br/1ba  $125,000   1,080  Leslie Crider Coldwell Banker United Realtor 626-9249
78731 Austin Malaga Condo 6910 Hart Lane 1br/1ba  $97,500   655  Donna Ciccarelli Goldwasser Real Estate 736-3124
78731 Austin Northwest Hills 6002 Spancreek Circle 4br/2ba  $475,000   2,841  Chad Goldwasser Goldwasser Real Estate 420-0300
78731 Austin Northwest Hills Cat Mountain 4206 Cat Mountain Drive 4br/2ba  $499,000   2,399  Glenn Newton Amelia Bullock, Realtors 345-5137
78731 Austin Terraces 3845 RR 2222 2br/2ba  $189,900   1,167  Jessica Licona Keller Williams Realty 637-8434
78731 Austin Townhomes Northwest Hills 6725 Old Quarry Lane 1br/1ba  $140,000   741  Walter Matthys J.B. Goodwin, Realtors 695-7119
78731 Austin Vista West 7500 Valburn Drive 3br/3ba  $629,000   2,742  Gay Puckett J.B. Goodwin, Realtors 502-7787
78751 Austin Hyde Park Annex 4517 Avenue F 5br/3ba  $565,000   2,240  Russell Martin Keller Williams Realty 773-7382
78751 Austin Hyde Park Annex 4605 Avenue B 1br/0ba  $195,000   100  Jeffrey Walker Prudential Texas Realty 947-8836
78756 Austin Broadacres 5513 Jeff Davis Ave. 2br/2ba  $317,000   1,784  Dan O’Connell Prudential Texas Realty 407-2449
78757 Austin Allandale Oaks 6004 Cary Drive 3br/1ba  $349,000   1,981  Nason Hengst RE/MAX Capital City II 646-1333
78757 Austin Northtowne 8215 Rockwood Lane 3br/1ba  $259,000   1,627  Bryan Webb Keller Williams Realty 415-7379
78757 Austin Summit Condo 2425 Ashdale Drive 2br/2ba  $120,000   971  Sandy Perkins Coldwell Banker United Realtor 797-7375
78757 Austin Whitworth Infill 2602 Geraghty Ave. 3br/1ba  $299,000   1,196  David Whitworth Presidio Group, Realtors 294-5139
78757 Austin Wooten Terrace 8529 Woodstone Drive 3br/2ba  $216,999   1,336  Kimberly Fry J.B. Goodwin, Realtors 851-3021

SoCo
SoLa
SoClose!

Come visit our intimate neighborhood 
of single family homes in the heart of 

Austinʼs most vibrant location!

 All homes include 
wood fl oors, Silestone quartz counters, 

glass tile backsplashes, KitchenAid 
appliances, Zephyr venthoods, 

security systems, huge showers, 
deep tubs, fenced yards and 

full sprinkler systems.

The Skyway Austin from the 270ʼs
 

Hill Country Modern meets Soft Urban Architecture.  
With the best new home prices in the 78704 zip!

 

Call 750-0632 for more information.  
See plans at theskywayaustin.com
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GRANITE COUNTERTOPS!

with 50 sq. ft. or 
more installed

American Made, 
Stainless, Dayton
10” deep, equal-

bowl sink.

dAmerican Made, 
nStainless, Dayton

512-864-2750

Work featured in: Real World Austin, 
Extreme Home Makeover, Parade of 
Homes & Womens Symphony Homes

9850 Hwy. 29W • Georgetown • www.topsolutionsinc.com

RGGR

Now Serving 
Central Texas!


